
The Swainsboro 
Police Department will 
host its annual summer 
Scavenger Hunt for the 
community during the 
entire month of June. 
Each year, SPD hosts a 
“find a rock” Scavenger 
Hunt program for chil-
dren 5-12 years of age 
with the following 
restrictions: ages 5-12 
and one winner per 
child. During the month 
of June, each officer will 
hide a painted rock with 
his or her badge num-
ber inscribed on it. Clues 

will be posted through 
the agency Facebook 
page beginning at 4:30 
p.m. on June 1. Each offi-
cer will give up to three 
clues for the public to 
decipher and hopefully 
locate the rock to turn 
in for a prize. This year, 
the agency will give a 
new clue every day to 
help find all the hidden 
treasures. A prize will 
be given for every found 
treasure, and a grand 
prize will be selected at 
the end of the month. 
The police department 

staff are extremely excit-
ed about the upcoming 
event for the children 

to enjoy participating in 
during the month of June. 
HAPPY HUNTING!
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2023 RIVER RATS

River Rats break another record
The River Rats have toured the Ogeechee once again. 

On Friday, April 21, 34 boats carrying 70 citizens who 
call themselves the River Rats, set off at the Bull Hole 
in Jenkins County to make their annual tour of the 
Ogeechee River. The duration of the tour lasted from 
Friday April 21 to Sunday, April 23, and ended at Kings 
Ferry in Chatham County. Money is raised by selling 
t-shirts, shotgun tickets and by participants getting 
sponsorships from businesses and individuals. The 
monetary response has always been overwhelming, but 

this year topped them all with the River Rats making 
history through their annual fundraiser and raising a 
substantial $52,000, which was donated to the Greeville 
Shriner’s Hospital on May 23.

The River Rats would like to take this opportunity 
to thank all their sponsors and look forward to their 
support in the future. If anyone would like to partici-
pate in next year’s tour, contact one of the River Rats. If 
approached by a River Rat to be a sponsor, remember 
all the money raised goes to a worthwhile cause.

Calling all “Bicentennial 
Historians”

In December of 1822, the City of Swainsboro was 
formally created by a resolution and an act of the 
Legislature of the State of Georgia. In our upcoming 
July 4, edition as a service to our readers, The Blade 
will include a special insert that will look back and 
pay tribute to the 200th birthday of our town. This will 
be a historical review of the milestones of Swainsboro 
but will also give light to the personal side of life 
during the different eras of our first 200 years. If you 
would like to contribute  stories, artifacts, or pictures 
that highlight the everyday “human history” from 
the very beginning in 1822 to 2000, we would love to 
hear from you as we compile this magazine. Please 
contact us at 478.237.9971 prior to June 23.

GREENE

Greene selected to play 
in Georgia Dugout Club 

All-State Tournament
by BRITTANY HALL
Swainsboro High 

School baseball player, 
River Greene, has been 
selected among the top 
players from four regions 
of Georgia, to play in the 
2023 All Star-All State 
Baseball Tournament. 
Coaches and Scouts from 
across the state hand 
selected Greene as a pre-
mier player from within 
the CSRA. Greene just 
celebrated his 17th birth-
day and is a SHS grad-
uate of the class of 2023. 
He has played baseball as 
for the Tigers throughout 
the duration of his high 
school career as well as 
all three years of middle 
school. Prior to that, he 
also played in the Dixie 

Youth League and partic-
ipated in the Dixie Youth 
League World Series 
in both Louisiana and 
Arkansas. 

When asked about 
how he feels to be invited 
to play in such an incred-
ible tournament, Greene 
said:

“It is not difficult to 
excel at something when 
you have as much pas-
sion as I do for the game 
of baseball.”

The tournament will 
be held on Saturday 
June 3, 2023, at Mercer 
University. 

Congratulations to 
River as he sets off on 
this amazing endeavor. 
We will be rooting for 
you at home!

ECHS sponsoring 
adoptions through June

Emanuel County Humane Society is sponsoring 
adoptions at the Betty Gambrell Animal Shelter now 
through the end of June. Please go by at 343 Market 
Street and pick out your new best friend!

The shelter is yet again over-
run with dogs, and they need our help. 
For more information, call 478-237-4040.

FAGLER AND ROBERSON BROWN AND PEEBLES

SHS Bass Team brings home a State Championship
The SHS Bass Fishing 

Team, under the guid-
ance of Coach Hunter 
Braswell, had an unfor-
gettable weekend and 
emerged victorious 
as State Champions. 
Despite being only in 
their second season, this 
team has already tast-
ed success and made 
memories that will last 
a lifetime. The tourna-
ment, held on Clark’s 
Hill Lake, saw two qual-
ifying teams from SHS 
compete fiercely against 

100 other boats. 
Jacob Fagler and 

Mitchell Roberson were 
exceptional, catching 
almost 20 fish and fin-
ishing in the “Top 10 
Boats” of the GHSA 
State Championship, 
placing 7th overall. 
Their hard work and 
strategic approach paid 
off, and they came very 
close to qualifying for 
the national champion-
ship. Garrett Peebles and 
Bo Brown also put in 
a commendable effort, 

although they fell short 
of their goal. 

Coach Braswell 
expressed immense 
pride in both teams and 
congratulated them for 
their outstanding per-
formances. The SHS 
Bass Team also extended 
their gratitude to Ashley 
Roberson and Patrick 
Brown, whose tireless 
volunteering throughout 
the year played a signif-
icant role in the team’s 
success. 

The program owes 

its success to the col-
lective effort of every-
one involved, including 
sponsors who helped 
offset the costs of par-
ticipating in the sport. 
As the season comes to 
an end, the team bids 
farewell to their gradu-
ating seniors and wishes 
them luck in their future 
endeavors. Swainsboro 
has indeed made history 
in GHSA Bass Fishing, 
and we applaud both 
teams for their outstand-
ing efforts.

SPD to host summer Scavenger Hunt
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Bulldogs were one win away
by RON WEATHER-

FORD
After weeks of practice 

and 40 baseball games, 
the Bulldogs were one 
win away from their first 
baseball championship.

ECI and Charlton split 
the opening doublehead-
er Tuesday in the best 
of three championship 
series.  The Indians took 
the first game 3-1.  ECI 
evened the series, win-
ning the second game 
5-4.  It all came down to 
the third and deciding 
game on Wednesday to 
determine who would 
hoist the 2023 champion-
ship trophy.

The Indians won the 
series and champion-
ship, winning the game 
on championship night 
5-0.

Although not playing 
on Joe Harvey Field, you 

could argue the Bulldogs 
had homefield advan-
tage at Georgia Southern 
just a few miles away.  
The Bulldog fans and 
loud student section out-
numbered the Indians 
side of the stands 5-1.

If there is one game in 
the series the Bulldogs 
would like to play over 
or thought they  should 
have won, it would have 
been the first game of the 
doubleheader on Tues-
day.

Bryce Kearson and the 
defense allowed just 2 
hits to the Indians in the 
3-1 loss.

All three of the runs for 
Charlton were unearned 
and came in the bottom 
of the fourth inning on a 
walk, an error and a un-
successful try at getting 
the lead runner on a sac-
rifice bunt.  The Indians 

only had one hit in the 
inning.

The Bulldogs outh-
it the Indians 4-2 in the 
pitchers’ duel.  Aden Mc-
Quaig had 2 hits to lead 
ECI at the plate.

The Indians jumped 
out to a 3-0 lead in the 
third inning in the must 
win second game Tues-
day for the Bulldogs.

Just like in the series 
with Schley Co. the Bull-
dogs got off the deck and 
tied the game scoring 2 
runs in the bottom of the 
third and 3 more in the 
fourth to take a 5-3 lead.

Lawson Mercer led off 
the third on a walk and 
Hudson Henry and Tuff 
Boddiford laced a cou-
ple of doubles make the 
score 3-2 Charlton.

Bryce Kearson tied the 
game in the bottom of 
the fourth inning with 

long solo homerun over 
the leftfield fence for a 
3-3 score.

With Gabe Lee on af-
ter a single in the fourth, 
it would be the Hen-
ry-Boddiford combo for 
2 more doubles to put the 
Bulldogs up for good 5-3.

The Indians put a run 
on the board in the top 
of the fifth to end the 
scoring in the game with 
ECI taking the must win 
game 5-4.

Like the first game, 
the Bulldogs outhit the 
Indians 7-4.  Gabe Lee, 
Hudson Henry and Tuff 
Boddford had 2 hits each 
for ECI.

Lawson Mercer 
pitched the first three 
innings for the Bulldogs 
giving up 3 hits.  Jacob 
Durden closed the final 4 
innings allowing just one 
hit.

After a rainy night for 
the first game on Tues-
day, there was perfect 
baseball weather for the 
Championship game on 
Wednesday evening.

Sometimes you just 
have to tip your cap 
when a pitcher has one of 
those nights where they 
say “he had his stuff’.

Charlton still had their 
third pitcher in reserve 
for the game Wednesday 
and he came through for 
the Indians.

The senior hurler, 
throwing in the mid to 
high 80’s limited the Bull-
dogs to just 4 hits while 
striking out 10 Bulldogs.

The Bulldogs got run-
ners in scoring position 
in the first two innings 
but couldn’t get the 
timely hit to push run-
ners across, getting just 2 
more hits the rest of the 

game.
After limiting Charlton 

to just 6 combined hits in 
the two games on Tues-
day night, they outhit the 
Bulldogs in the champi-
onship game 7-4 to take 
the game and the trophy 
back to Folkston.

The Bulldogs have 
some big shoes to fill next 
season, losing 4 seniors.  
Standing in the box for 
the last time Wednes-
day were Bryce Kearson, 
Lawson Mercer, PJ Far-
num and Jacob Durden. 

The Bulldogs ended 
the season with a record 
of 31-10 and were one 
of only 16 Georgia High 
School baseball teams 
still playing last week in 
the state playoffs.

To quote Frank Sinatra 
in one of his famous sig-
nature songs,  “……….., 
it was a very good year.”

BULLDOGS END SEASON RANKED NUMBER TWO IN CLASS A DIVISION II BASEBALL

Glad Garden Club celebrates Pinetrees and Wine
On May 6, 2023, the 

weather was drizzly and a 
bit chilly but the spirits of 
Swainsboro and the 76th 
Annual Pine Tree Festival 
Parade were not damp-
ened as the marching 
bands, floats, fire trucks 
and police cars stepped 
off to officially mark the 
celebration of the Pinetree 
Festival, an industry 
that has been good to 
this region of the coun-
try.  Friday night bands 
performed in the mist and 
vendors set-up to provide 
the wonderful smells and 
tastes of Swainsboro. The 
parade went off in the 
rain, but spirits were high 
and Glad Garden Club 
members were more 
than excited to partici-
pate in this grand event. 
Members Mary Shepherd, 
Thomasene Flanders, 
Sylvia Durden, Jeanette 
Hall, Gloria Mason, Karen 
C. Van Horn and JoAnn 
Trammell donned their 
flowered hats and new 
Glad Garden Club shirts 
to be chauffeured in luxu-
ry in a Daniels Chevrolet 
truck by Tammy Durden, 
Sylvia Durden’s daugh-
ter. Hours of planning 
and decorating went 
into making this truck 
parade worthy. Mother 
nature made flowers 
along with man-made 
creations adorned the 
truck from stem to stern 
and of course, a grape-
vine wreath decorated 
with  gladiolas,  pine and 

a bow embellished the 
grille of the truck. Live 
flowering bushes filled 
the truck bed  along  with 
pine straw and chairs for 
seating. Members Karen 
C. VanHorn and JoAnn 
Trammell had the honor 
of riding on the  tailgate 
and probably had the 
most fun of waving to the 
crowd.

Then on May 9, 2023, 
the Glad  Garden  Club 
held  its  last meet-
ing of the fiscal year 
at Watermelon Creek 
Vineyard in Glennville, 
Georgia. Owned and 
operated by Charles and 
Deborah Tillman. After a 
presentation by Charles, 
some members partici-
pated in a wine tasting 
of the various offerings 
of the Vineyard. Sweet 
to very dry wines  were 
tasted  with a brief histo-
ry given of each process-
ing. Then members were 
treated to an assortment 
of appetizers including 
Bruschetta, various chees-
es, and fresh fruits along 
with cream cheese and 
pepper jelly on toasted 
homemade bread with 
a balsamic glaze. What 
fun sharing all those tasty 
delights. Then members 
ordered entrees of various 
salads including chicken, 
Caesar, and pasta. Various 
wraps, even a juicy 1/2-
pound burger topped 
with smoked gouda 
cheese were enjoyed. 
Members enjoyed rem-

iniscing about accom-
plishments over the past 
garden year and plans 
for the future. Not only 
has the club continued to 
monitor and maintain the 
entrance to “Crossroads 
of the Great South” but 
the butterfly garden 
has been redone at the 
Veterans Park along with 
assisting the Veterans at 
the Library with revamp-
ing and renaming of the 
Pine Brook Nature Park 
to the Veterans and First 
Responders Park.  A 
“Christmas” tree has 
been  planted  coordinat-
ing with Arbor Day and is 
now thriving in the park 
due to careful monitoring 
by Jeanette Hall. Last year 
the Glad Garden Club 
participated with the 
Veterans in the “Wreaths 
Across America” proj-
ect placing over 1,500 
wreaths on veterans’ 
graves that are buried in 
Emanuel County cemeter-
ies. Other fascinating and 
educational programs 
were enjoyed such as the 
amazing art of growing 
Orchids (Phalaenopsis) 
plus the care and feeding 
of bees and their produc-
tion of honey.   Members 
were humbled by the 
good works done by the 
Sunshine House and sup-
ported them with a yearly 
donation. They were also 
honored to have Mayor, 
Greg Bennett present at 
what turned out to be 
an informal town hall 

meeting. After his  pre-
sentation,  he was open 
to answer any and all 
questions asked about the 
state of and the future for 
Swainsboro along with 
his vision for further 
growth.  Member, Gloria 
Mason, was honored with 
a Lifetime Membership 
after over 41 years of 
dedicated service to the 
garden club. Members 
also proudly announced 
the addition of two new 
members, Sandra Bailes 
and Sheila Metz. The 
Glad Garden Club looks 
forward to a great future 
and are so grateful for 
all  the time  and hard 
work members put in. 

“Our future’s so bright 
we got to wear shades.” 
They delightfully shared 
when discussing their 
future endeavors.  

Members prayed for 

member Sylvia Durden 
who will undergo surgery 
very soon. They ask that 
you all pray that she has 
an uncomplicated speedy 
recovery. “God Bless you 
Sylvia.” 

After  dessert, members 
toured the grand entrance 
to the vineyard, noting 
the various plants adorn-
ing the entrance. 

The Glad Garden Club 
officially goes on hia-
tus for June, July, and 
August, but good Lord 
willing, they will see 
you in September with a 
new slate of officers. Like 
they’ve said before, if you 
love digging in the dirt 
and even if you don’t, 
they heartily invite you to 
join them in September. 
Believe me, they will have 
a place for you. They are 
a fun-loving, flower-lov-
ing, tree-loving, commu-

nity-loving group and 
welcome all. Right now, 
they only have one male 
member and say that they 
“are wearing him out”, so 
they are in special need 
of men and invite you 
to bring your husbands, 
boyfriends, grandfathers, 
sons, nephews, and male 
friends. The Glad Garden 
Club meets the second 
Monday of the month 
September through May 
at the Sudie A. Fulford 
Community Learning 
Center on the campus of 
East Georgia State College 
in Swainsboro unless oth-
erwise notified.   Please 
contact a Gladiola loving 
Glad Garden Club mem-
ber about joining the club. 

Until September, the 
Glad Garden Club hopes 
you have a wonderful 
summer spent outdoors!

SHEPHERD, FLANDERS, S. DURDEN, T. DURDEN, HALL, MASON, VAN 
HORN, AND TRAMMELL 
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Hundley named a Quarterfinalist 
for the 2024 GRAMMY Music 

Educator Award
Dr. Gene Hundley, 

Swainsboro Middle 
School Band Director, 
has been named a 
Quarterfinalist for 
the prestigious 2024 
GRAMMY Music 
Educator Award pre-
sented by the Recording 
Academy and 
GRAMMY Museum. 
This is not the first 
time Dr. Hundley has 
been a finalist, having 
also been recognized in 
2022. 

Selected from a pool 
of over 2000 nomina-
tions, Dr. Hundley is 
one of 212 quarterfi-
nalists chosen nation-
wide and one of only 
seven from the state of 
Georgia. In addition to 
the quarterfinalists, 123 
legacy applicants from 
2023 are eligible to win 
the award this year.      

The Music Educator 
Award was established 
to recognize current 
educators (K through 
college and public and 
private schools) who 
have made a significant 
and lasting contribu-
tion to the field of music 
education and who 
demonstrate a com-
mitment to the broader 
cause of maintaining 
music education in the 
schools. Semi-finalists 
will be announced in 
September.   

Every year, one indi-
vidual is chosen from a 
pool of ten finalists and 
recognized for their 
remarkable impact 
on students’ lives. 
The 10th annual hon-
oree will be flown to 
Los Angeles to attend 
the 66th GRAMMY 
Awards, as well as a 
range of GRAMMY 
Week events. The 
remaining nine addi-
tional finalists will 
receive an honorari-
um of $1,000, and the 
schools of all ten final-
ists will receive match-
ing grants. 

Fifteen individuals 
who made it to the 
semi-finals will receive 
a $500 honorarium, 

which matching school 
grants will accompa-
ny. The schools receive 
matching grants made 
possible by the gen-
erosity and support 
of the GRAMMY 
Museum’s Education 
Champion  Ford Motor 
Company Fund.  Other 
organizations such as 
the American Choral 
Directors Association, 
National Association 
for Music Education, 
NAMM Foundation, 
and National 
Education Association 
support this program 
by reaching out to their 
constituencies.

“It is very hum-
bling and an honor 
to be considered for 
this award. It takes an 
enormous amount of 
resources and accom-
modations  to grow a 
band program, and I 
am so grateful for the 
support of the com-
munity, parents, and 
administration each 
and every year,”  said 
Dr. Hundley.  

Thanks to Dr. 
Hundley’s dedication 
to providing oppor-
tunities to students, 
the SMS band has 
been able to perform 
in various cities such 
as New York, New 
Orleans, Washington 
D.C., Nashville, The 
Blue Bird Café, The 

Grand Ole Opry, and 
Carnegie Hall. Under 
Dr. Hundley’s direc-
tion, the Swainsboro 
Middle School band 
has had a history of 
excellence, consistently 
receiving Superior rat-
ings at GMEA Large 
Group Performance 
Evaluation. Despite 
the scarcity of private 
instructors in the area, 
SMS students have 
achieved high dis-
trict-wide averages in 
participating in Solo 
and Ensemble Festivals, 
District Honor Bands, 
All-State Bands, and 
University of Georgia 
Honor Bands. 

Dr. Hundley has 
recently announced 
his retirement from 
Emanuel County 
Schools. Although 
he has significantly 
impacted our band 
program, he remains 
humble. Dr. Hundley 
exemplifies the highest 
standards of an educa-
tor. Over the course of 
three decades, he has 
left a profound impact 
on countless students, 
going beyond simply 
producing beautiful 
music and winning 
awards. His true pas-
sion lies in investing 
in the youth, providing 
them with opportuni-
ties they may not have 
thought possible.

DR. HUNDLEY

Burke speaks to Veterans
On May 8, 2023, Compatriot Steve Burke traveled to Swainsboro from Millen 

to present his program, “Weapons of War, Revolutionary War to WW II”. With 
Chair John Tapley presiding, there were 42 veterans in attendance. Tapley intro-
duced Wiregrass Chapter, Georgia Society Sons of the American Revolution 
member Steve Burke and his SAR assistants Bill Carmichael and John Derden to 
present his program. Burke demonstrated Flintlock, percussion, bolt action, and 
semi-automatic rifles to the veterans on how they were used and the capabilities 
of each weapon.

CARMICHAEL, BURKE AND DERDEN

Subscribe to The Forest-Blade 
and receive the e-Edition FREE!

Call Denise today 
478.237.9971
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Send a card to someone
 experiencing the loss 

of a loved one

Betty Joyce Steptoe 
Stapleton, 85

Betty Joyce Steptoe 
Stapleton, age 85, of 
Norristown, went to 
be with her loved ones 
on Monday, May 22, 
2023, at the Emanuel 
County Nursing Home 
in Swainsboro. A private 
graveside service with 
Reverend Phil Wilson 
was held in the Corinth 
Church Cemetery.

Joyce was born October 
14, 1937, in Meeks, to 
Elbert Benjamin Steptoe 
and Mettie Mae Price 
Steptoe.

She loved children, 
loved to fish, was an 
avid reader, and a fierce 
protector of her chil-
dren and grandchildren. 
Ms. Stapleton is preced-
ed in death by her par-
ents; husband, Eldridge 
“Shorty” Stapleton; son, 
Henty Wilbur Stapleton; 
great-granddaughter, 
Tiffani Marie Stapleton; 
sister, Audrey McCoy; 
and brother-in-laws, 
Henry McCoy, Mack 
McCorvey and Paul 
Newsome.

Survivors include her 
daughter, Betty Ann 
Watkins (Tony) of Tom; 
sons, Jack Stapleton 
(Wanda), Ben Roy 

Stapleton, Charles Dale 
Stapleton of Norristown 
and Eldridge Stapleton Jr. 
(Marie) of Modoc; grand-
children, Tony Stapleton 
(Amber) of Metter, Annie 
Stapleton Robinson 
(Kris) of Modoc and 
Jack Daniel Stapleton of 
Norristown; great-grand-
children, Landon 
Eldridge Stapleton, 
Ryon Robinson and 
Slate Stapleton; sisters, 
Jo Newsome of Kite and 
Dianne McCorvey of 
Jackson; brothers, Dewell 
Steptoe (Lajuan) of 
Meeks and Huey Steptoe 
(Ann) of Augusta; niec-
es, nephews, cousins and 
friends. 

SAMMONS FUNERAL 
HOME was in charge of 
arrangements.

STAPLETON

Albert Huston, Jr., 78
Mr. Albert Huston, 

Jr., age 78, passed away 
Thursday, May 11, 2023. 
A Celebration of Life 
was held Wednesday, 
May 24, at 2 p.m. at St. 
Philip Baptist Church. 
Interment followed in 
Kirkland Cemetery in 
Summertown.

Mr. Huston was born 
August 21, 1944, in 
Swainsboro, to the late 
Albert Huston, Sr. and 
Mattie Downing Huston. 
He had a passion for 
playing the harmoni-
ca and listening to gos-
pel music. Albert met 
Charity Zeigler 42 years 
ago and together they 
reared a loving blend-
ed family. Mr. Huston is 
preceded in death by his 
parents; siblings, Earnest 
“John” Huston, Annie 
Pearl Johnson, Geraldine 
Smith, Walter Huston, 
and Emma Williams; and 
son, Ricky Miles.

Mr. Huston leaves to 
cherish his memories with 
Charity Zeigler; his chil-
dren, Alyson J. Huston 
of Swainsboro, Dwayne 
Johnson (Joanne), Rosa 

Johnson, Terrance 
Harper (Akisha), and 
Darnel Jones; sisters, 
Bernice Handsberry 
and Bobbie Colins, both 
of Swainsboro; sister-
in-laws, Eloise Huston-
Johnson fo sTillmore 
and Mary Huston of 
Swainsboro; his spe-
cial 103-year-old aunt, 
Claudie Cheeks of Miami, 
FL; special friends, 
Calvin Thompson, 
Carlton Askew and 
Woodrow Bowles; and 
a host of grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren, 
nieces, nephews, other 
relatives and friends.

Mosley’s Funeral 
Home was in charge of 
arrangements.

HUSTON

Martha Lee Way, 72
Mrs. Martha Lee Way, 

72, of Swainsboro, passed 
away Thursday, May 25, 
2023, at Emanuel Coun-
ty Nursing Home in 
Swainsboro following an 
extended illness. Funeral 
services were held Sat-
urday, May 27, at 3 p.m. 
at Holton Chapel Advent 
Christian Church with 
Reverend Morris Brant-
ley officiating. Inter-
ment followed in Holton 
Chapel Advent Christian 
Church Cemetery. The 
family received friends 
from 2 to 3 p.m., Satur-
day, May 27, at Holton 
Chapel Advent Christian 
Church.

Pallbearers were 
Dustin Brantley, Scotty 
Way, Roy Morris, Ray 
Allen, Curtis Wheeler, 
Chris Way, Steven Way 
and Brad Kirby.

Mrs. Way was born 
June 22, 1950, in Swains-
boro, to the late Floyd 
Giles and Margaret L. 
Brantley Arnsdorff. She 
was a member of Holton 
Chapel Advent Chris-
tian Church.  Mrs. Way 
enjoyed singing gospel 
music in the church. She 
always had a car full 
of children to bring to 
church and was faithful 
to work in the nursery. 
Mrs. Way loved crafting 
and watching her grand-
children play in the yard 
for hours. One of the 

most joyous things she 
got out of life was help-
ing others.  Mrs. Way is 
preceded in death by her 
parents; brothers, George 
Giles and Speedy Giles; 
and stepfather, Alfred 
Arnsdorff.

Mrs. Way is survived 
by her husband, Gibson 
Way of Swainsboro; sons, 
Tommy E. Way (Robin) 
and Giles Way (Kassie), 
both of Swainsboro; 
brothers, Russell Giles 
(Tammy) of Oklahoma, 
Gerald Giles (Angie) and 
Harris Giles (Debra), both 
of Swainsboro; sisters, 
Judy Beckworth, Faye 
Skipper (Donny), Car-
olyn Braswell (Phillip) 
and Ethel Jones (Kenny 
Wayne), all of Swains-
boro; 12 grandchildren; 
13 great-grandchildren; 
and several nieces, neph-
ews, and many friends.

Chapman Funeral 
Home of Swainsboro 
was in charge of arrange-
ments.

WAY

Steve Peebles, 69
Mr. Steve Peebles, 69, 

of Adrian, passed away 
Wednesday, May 24, 
2023, at Fairview Park 
Hospital in Dublin fol-
lowing an extended ill-
ness. Funeral services 
were held Saturday, 
May 27, at 11 a.m., in 
the Chapel of Chapman 
Funeral Home with Pas-
tor David Oliver officiat-
ing. Interment followed 
in Eastbrook Cemetery & 
Mausoleum. The family 
received friends from 10 
to 11 a.m. Saturday, May 
27, at Chapman Funeral 
Home.

Pallbearers were Bo 
Peebles, Roland Ander-
son, Tim Schaaf, Andy 
Webb, Jack Webb, and 
Dustin Simmons.  

Mr. Peebles was born 
September 30, 1953, in 
Swainsboro, to Dorsey 
Peebles and Lue Virsey 
Webb Peebles.  He was 
owner and operator of 
Peebles Tree Service for 
25 years.  Mr. Peebles 
enjoyed hunting, fish-
ing, the mountains and 
gardening.  He loved the 
Atlanta Braves and his 
favorite NFL player was 
Tom Brady.  Mr. Peebles 
was one of the first three 
to graduate from Eman-
uel County Junior Col-
lege. He was of the Bap-

tist Faith, and he loved 
his Lord and Savior. Mr. 
Peebles is preceded in 
death by his father. 

Mr. Peebles is survived 
by his mother; his wife of 
34 years, Sharon Peebles 
of Adrian; sons, Brian 
Dorsey Peebles (Mary) 
of Augusta and Kip Far-
thing (Melissa) of Canoo-
chee; sister, Linda Pee-
bles Renfroe Hutcheson 
of Adrian; granddaugh-
ters, Carla Womack 
(Olin), Carmon Lewis 
(Dustin), and Mary Far-
thing; great-grandchil-
dren, Jada Lewis, Jake 
Lewis, Raylin Womack, 
and Mack Mills; nieces, 
Kriston Watkins (Robert) 
and Lane Underwood 
(Jody); and other family 
members.

Chapman Funeral 
Home of Swainsboro 
was in charge of arrange-
ments.

PEEBLES

Victory Templeto hold 
special testimonial service

Pastor Christine Peebles announces a special testi-
monial service with a man of God who has served in 
missions in Georgia, Alaska, Venezuela, India, China, 
Australia and Canada. The man of God, John Forrester, 
will tell his testimony of salvation, persecutions and 
deliverance as it was the Apostles in the Bible. The ser-
vice will be June 4, at 11 a.m. on the church parking lot. 
Everyone is cordially invited.

Jones Temple Pentecostal 
COG to hold revival

Jones Temple Pentecostal Church of God in Metter 
will hold their 8th church anniversary/revival 
Wednesday, May 31, through Friday, June 2, with 
Preacher Bishop Carlton Williams.

Pastor Hattie Gordon and Co-Pastor Margaret 
Weaver invite everyone to attend.

Nedra Ann Hooks Mason, 82
Mrs. Nedra Ann 

Hooks Mason, 82, of 
Beech Island, SC, passed 
away Monday, May 22, 
2023, at Piedmont Hos-
pital in Augusta follow-
ing an extended illness. 
Funeral services were 
held Thursday, May 25, 
at 12:30 p.m. in the chap-
el of Chapman Funer-
al Home with Pastor 
Mark Sterling officiat-
ing. Interment followed 
at Swainsboro City Cem-
etery in Swainsboro. The 
family received friends 
from 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Thursday, May 25, 
at Chapman Funeral 
Home.

Pallbearers were 
Thomas Ingram, Bobby 
Mason, Chuck Mason, 
Ken Hooks, Ryan Kersey, 
and Brian Harris.

Mrs. Ann was born 
and raised in Lexsy. She 
grew up with her par-
ents, Roy Hooks and 
Nettie Smith Hooks, 
along with her siblings. 
In 1960, Mrs. Ann mar-
ried the love of her life, 
Jack Mason.  They made 
their home in Augusta 
and had one son, Stuart 
Mason.  They later built 
a home on the Savannah 
River and became res-
idents of Beech Island, 
SC, where they owned 
and operated Mason’s 
Tree & Turf Farms, as 
well as Mrs. Ann work-
ing full-time as a den-
tal hygienist.  She later 
devoted herself full-time 
to the family business 
and enjoyed her time 
with her grandchil-

dren.  Mrs. Ann loved 
attending Curtis Bap-
tist Church in Augusta 
where she made numer-
ous lifelong friends.  She 
also enjoyed attending 
The Happy 39ers Club 
at church. Mrs. Mason is 
preceded in death by her 
parents; sisters, Lynelle 
Houston, Sara Mintz, 
Katherine Byers, and 
Jean Allen; and brother, 
Milton Hooks. 

Survivors include her 
husband, Jack Mason 
of Beech Island, SC; 
son, Stuart Lynn Mason 
(Kelly) of Beech Island, 
SC; sister, Patsy Hooks 
Kersey of Swainsboro; 
grandchildren, Jack 
Windsor and Morgan 
Mason of Beech Island, 
SC; longtime loyal friend 
and employee, Thomas 
Ingram (Speedy); sever-
al nieces, nephews and 
many friends.

In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be made 
to Curtis Baptist Church 
1348 Broad Street Augus-
ta, GA 30901.

Chapman Funeral 
Home of Swainsboro 
was in charge of arrange-
ments.

MASON

Oglesby family reunion
The Oglesby family reunion is set for Sunday, 

June 4, at 12 p.m. at Magnolia Springs State Park in 
Millen. Lunch will be served at 1 p.m. For questions 
or concerns, call Gennie at 678.677.5803 or David at 
478.455.4221.
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I don’t know who 
decided that Memorial 
Day is the official start 
of summer.  The “real” 
official start of summer 
is the last bell of the last 
class on the last day of 
school.  The doors fly 
open, the seasons auto-
matically change, and the 
wild-eyed wards of the 
great institutions of learn-
ing are unleased upon 
their bewildered parents 
who have just one ques-
tion, “When does school 
start again?”  I can still 
remember the overpow-
ering joy of being free of 
the inhumane torture of 
tests, classroom projects, 
essays, and slave-driving 
teachers until sometime 
late in August. 

It was a glorious time 
for me and my neighbor-

hood pals.  The summer 
stretched out before us 
like a decade of adven-
ture, mystery and excite-
ment.  Nothing to do but 
ride bikes, go to the city 
pool, go to the Dixie the-
ater, play cowboys and 
Indians, explore aban-
doned buildings and skill-
fully avoid any chores, 
jobs, rules, regulations, or 
anything else that remote-
ly dealt with the idea of 
work or discipline.  You 
had to start getting in 
shape early for summer.  
In April you started going 
barefoot so your feet 
would be toughened up 
by the end of May.  That 
way, when you sprang 
out of bed on those sum-
mer mornings, you just 
turned off the window 
fan, put on a pair of old 

shorts, rubbed your crew 
cut hairstyle, and you 
were ready for the day 
(no shoes or shirt need-
ed). You knew where all 
the dogs of the neighbor-
hood hung out and which 
ones to avoid and which 
ones you could outrun 
on your bike.   If a dog 
chased you, it was usually 
because he just liked the 
game.  Either that or he 
had been turned mean, 
and he really wanted to 
see you flip into the ditch. 
I had a boxer named Nip 
who was mean if he didn’t 
personally know you. He 
was bad about wandering 
off too. For some reason, 
he liked to go uptown. 
More than once, Sheriff 
Josh Lewis sent him back 
home. A taxicab would 
pull up in front of the 

house, and Nip would 
reluctantly climb out. I 
guess everybody likes to 
go to town every now and 
then.  Town was always 
crowded on Saturdays. 
The theater would sell 
you a ticket for 25 cents 
and you could watch a 
Western in the morning 
and the feature movie 
in the afternoon and all 
the cartoons, serials and 
previews. Every so often 
they had a special event 
called “Fine Time for a 
Dime.”   Then, you even 
got popcorn thrown 
in with the deal. The 
best way to wind up a 
Saturday downtown was 
at “Lucille’s.” It was right 
across the street from the 
Dixie theater.  There has 
never been and never 
will be a better hot dog 

or hamburger than what 
you could get from Mrs. 
Lucille. There was a lunch 
counter that went all the 
way around the room 
with stools for every-
body, and you watched 
these masterpieces being 
prepared right in front 
of you.  Then you got to 
select your Coca Cola or 
Nehi Grape or Orange 
from an icy pool in the 
drink box.  I would swap 
a ten-course meal in Paris 
France or New York City 
for one more hot dog from 
Lucille’s.

Well, that’s just a lit-
tle of what the start of 
summer seemed like to 

me way back then.  We 
had the world on a string 
and did it all without the 
Internet or smartphones, 
or Facebook, TikTok, 
video games, or artifi-
cial intelligence or woke-
ness, (whatever that is). 
We were just growing 
up in a small town with 
the promise of tomorrow 
and the freedom to go 
anywhere in the world 
that you wanted, or the 
freedom to just stay put 
right here. It was a pretty 
wonderful way to spend 
the summer and a pretty 
wonderful way to grow 
up.

On August 28, 1881, 
Dr. Samples’ buggy hur-
ried through the coun-
tryside of Canoochee, 
probably in the dark of 
night. He had a special 
delivery to make. He 
arrived just in time for 
the birth of the first son 
of Elizabeth Medlock 
and Amos Moses 
Proctor. They were so 
thankful for the care of 
the doctor that they hon-
ored their son with the 
name, Lewis Samples 
Proctor.  Throughout his 
life, my father told the 
story of the doctor who 

had brought him into 
the world. There were 
no hospitals at that time, 
and most babies were 
delivered at home by 
midwives and often fam-
ily members or friends.  
By  1935, no hospital 
was available for the 
birth of the child of 
Lewis Samples. She was 
born at the home of her 
grandmother on North 
Main Street by a young 
doctor who had recent-
ly completed medical 
school. He was not only 
well trained but known 
to be skilled with the 

care of deliveries and 
newborns.  Dr. Ennis 
Powell had returned to 
his hometown, and other 
than service in World 
War II, he continued to 
be a foremost physician 
in Swainsboro. He was 
my doctor for as long as 
I lived in Swainsboro. 
World War II took away 
all of the young doc-
tors who had planned 
to practice in Emanuel 
County. We were with-
out Dr. Wilder Smith, Dr. 
Randall Brown, and Dr. 
Ennis Powell. During 
these years, dear Dr. 

Dessie Smith carried 
the heavy load of our 
health. He knew our 
health care was up to 
him. Dr. Chandler and 
Dr. Youmans were still in 
practice but near retire-
ment. After VJ Day, the 
young doctors returned 
to Swainsboro. These 
veterans had learned 
much advance medical 
knowledge and skills on 
the battlefield and car-
ing for wounded. All 
three were now quali-
fied to make diagnosis 
of conditions previously 
unknown and to per-

form non complicated 
surgery. It was no lon-
ger necessary to go to 
Augusta or Savannah for 
either. They also knew 
the need for a well-
equipped and staffed 
hospital and from this 
came the beginning 
of Emanuel County 
Hospital.  This encour-
aged young doctors 

to become attracted to 
Emanuel County. When 
I see the large complex 
of Emanuel County 
Hospital today and the 
doctors and specialists 
who are here to serve 
Emanuel County, I am 
astonished and so proud 
at how far we have pro-
gressed in health care 
and saving lives.

Editorials Columns
Charles
Schwabe
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Sweet Violets
“Can go barefooted, 

Momma?”    These were 
probably the very first 
words I said when we all 
jumped

 out of the cars on 
Highway 80 somewhere 
between Swainsboro and 
Adrian for the Easter egg 
hunt.    Going barefoot-
ed was the first signal 

that spring had sprung, 
and it wouldn’t be long 
before it was bathing suit 
weather! Easter baskets 
were generally used year 
after year.    Most of us 
didn’t get all the store-
bought trinkets in our 
baskets every year.    I 
would be lucky to get 
the green grass in mine 

with a few scattered jel-
lybeans.  I liked the black 
ones best.    My Easter 
basket was used to gath-
er the eggs, not for show-
ing off.

Back then, permission 
wasn’t needed or asked 
for picnic’s or to cut 
down Christmas trees 
unless there was a good 

reason.    Most every-
body took to the woods 
and usually claimed the 
same spots year after 
year, since they had been 
proven to be just right 
for their family and there 
was no need to mess up 
a good thing.  

There would be a 
passel of young’uns 
all decked out in their 
Easter finery and the 
most beautiful pas-
tel-colored eggs that the 
grown-ups would hide 
in the sweet smelling, 
green grass of the woods 
in the forest of scrub 
oaks and pines.    The 
eggs would be secretly 
hidden under fallen pine 
straw, fallen logs and 
branches, and in plac-
es that nobody would 
ever think to look.    Of 
course, after a few years, 
we knew the drill and 
could pretty much nail 
it as to where the eggs 
would be hidden. But we 
feigned surprise really 
good.      We always drug 
out the whole affair as 
long as we could, and 
it would usually always 
end with someone hav-
ing some candy to share 
from their baskets or 
that had been carefully 
hidden along with the 
eggs.    There weren’t 
many candy eggs.    Just 
enough to drive us wild 
looking for them because 
they were smaller, and 

we couldn’t see them as 
well.    I can taste those 
candy eggs now!    Hard 
on the outside some-
times with a slightly bit-
ter taste probably from 
the dye.    But the inside 
was very sweet and 
chewy.    Worth the fight 
to get them.

After the egg hunt, we 
had our picnic which 
usually consisted of Big 
Momma’s fried chicken, 
potato salad, the boiled 
eggs from the hunt, and 
pies or cakes.    The kids 
always had to crack at 
least one egg on a cous-
in’s head.  All the family 
women had pitched in 
and brought food, but 
Big Momma’s was the 
best to me.    Chicken 
fried in lard just can’t 
be beat!   And that pota-
to salad with boiled 
eggs, green onions, and 
mayonnaise was the 
best!    The most memo-
rable part of those Egg 
hunts for me was gath-
ering violets.    I don’t 
ever remember an Easter 
egg hunt that I didn’t 
run around the area 
where we picnicked, 
and picked, one by 
one, the tiny little pur-
ple wood violets with a 

tiny yellow center but no 
leaves.    Just a straggly 
long stem.  I would pick 
them until I had a fist 
full.  They had the sweet-
est smell.      Aunt ‘Cile 
had some “toilet water” 
that had a violet fra-
grance.  I always thought 
it was so special!   It was 
a pale lavender color and 
smelled so good, it made 
me want to bathe in it!

Back to the going bare-
footed.    If the day was 
warm, Momma would 
usually let me pull off 
my socks and white 
shoes and run through 
the cool grass as we 
played Hide and Seek or 
Mother May I.  But if the 
weather was a cool day 
like we sometimes have 
in late March, the answer 
was the same.    “You’ll 
catch a cold and get 
sick”!    Funny thing is, 
Momma always seemed 
to know when Easter 
was going to be a cold 
day.    She would make 
me a “Bolero” to wear 
with my Easter dress 
to keep me warm.  She 
knew. She had this 
secret sense about a lot 
of things, including the 
weather.  Mommas are 
like that.
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The Angels of Omaha
by Eric Hogan, Tybee 

Island, GA
The single most im-

portant day of the 
twentieth century was 
79 years ago on June 6, 
1944, during the pinna-
cle of WWII. It will for-
ever be remembered as 
D-Day, but the official 
code name was Opera-
tion Overlord.  

On that momentous 
day it was determined 
whether the Allies, who 
had assembled the larg-
est military invasion 
force in history, would 
successfully establish a 
beachhead on the Nor-
mandy coast of France. 
From there they would 
begin the liberation of 
Western Europe from the 
four year occupation of 
Nazi Germany.

  The Allies had 
designated five landing 
beaches along the 
Normandy coast-- from 
East to West-- Utah, 
Omaha, Gold, Juno, and 
Sword. The Germans 
had been fooled to 
believe the most likely 
invasion beaches would 
be further Northeast up 
the French coast near 
Calais, the narrowest 
point in the English 
Channel.

  In the greatest 
intelligence deception 
of WW II, the Allies had 
convinced the Germans 
that the feared General 
George Patton would 
lead an amphibious 
assault across the channel 
to seize the Calais area. 
This effective deception 
played an important 
role in allowing the 
actual landings on all 
the Normandy beaches 
except one to go relatively 
smoothly with less 
casualties than expected. 
The one exception was 
Omaha Beach which 
came frightfully close to 
becoming a disaster.

  Two thirds of the 
invasion troops from the 
United States on D-Day 
assaulted a four-mile 
long beach overlooked 
by steep bluffs fortified 
with numerous enemy 
gun emplacements and 
blocked off at either end 
by limestone cliffs, the 
place they call ‘Bloody 
Omaha.’

The American 1st In-
fantry Division and 29th 
Infantry Division would 
be badly mauled in their 
dawn landing at Omaha 
Beach; rough seas be-
cause of marginal weath-
er conditions, mined ob-
stacles on the beach and 
mines in the bluffs, a sea 
wall to overcome, barbed 
wire, and heavily armed 
concrete fortifications 
beyond.   The concrete 
fortifications also includ-
ed the deadly German 
MG-42 heavy machine 
gun that could shoot 
1,200 rounds per minute, 
more than twice as many 
rounds as American and 
British machine guns. 
The MG-42 laid down a 
withering, suppressing 
fire with a distinctive 
sound that caused it to 
be nicknamed “Hitler’s 
buzzsaw”.

At the Western end of 
Omaha, the first wave 
was all but wiped out, 
barely able to shoot back 
against the Germans. 
Succeeding waves piled 
up on the sea wall. Chaos 
reigned and the Ameri-
cans were paralyzed and 
unable to mount an at-
tack against the German 
defenders. With over a 
thousand dead in just 
a few hours and bodies 
strewn everywhere on 

the beach, the American 
high command began 
to ponder whether an 
evacuation of the beach 
would be necessary. An 
evacuation would have 
caused terrible Allied 
problems because that 
would leave a German 
controlled beach area be-
tween American troops 
on Utah Beach and the 
other three British/Ca-
nadian beaches. 

Perhaps it was divine 
fate, but amidst this 
looming tragedy, a com-
pany of roughly 150 men 
from the 1st Infantry Di-
vision commanded by 
Captain Joseph Dawson 
miraculously landed on 
the beach where there 
was a tiny gap between 
the interlocking fields of 
heavy gunfire coming 
from the German for-
tifications. They safely 
got to the sea wall and 
reorganized to prepare 
an attack on the strong 
fortifications as their or-
ders dictated. However, 
Capt. Dawson observed 
the piles of bodies to his 
left and right and sized 
up the grim situation. 
He decided that instead 
of a direct attack against 
the formidable German 
fortifications that would 
be suicidal, he would ig-
nore his orders and his 
company would move 
straight inland between 
the fortifications and 
try to pick their way be-
tween some smaller hills 
and ravines, with the 
goal of reaching the high 
bluffs overlooking the 
beach.

 As his company began 
to move inland, Capt. 
Dawson saw a couple 
of dead soldiers who 
had been killed by a 
detonating landmine 
so he very cautiously 
led his men through the 
minefield unharmed. 
Continuing to move 
forward and higher by 
crawling and crouching, 
the company eventually 
came under fire of a Ger-
man machine gun up on 
the bluff that wounded 
several of his men.

  After telling his men 
to find cover, Capt. 
Dawson began crawling 
through the brush and 
sand to work his way 
up and to the side of the 
machine gun position on 
the bluff. He looked back 
down and saw another 
platoon of Americans 
commanded by Lt. John 
Spalding coming up the 
hill to the side of his 
company. Lt. Spalding›s 
platoon had landed in 
almost the same spot on 
the beach a few minutes 
after Capt. Dawson’s 
company and decided 
to follow them inland 
given the human car-
nage on the beach. Us-
ing hand signals, Capt. 
Dawson managed to 
get the attention of Sgt. 
Philip Streczyk, a sea-
soned combat veteran 
that the inexperienced 
Lt. Spalding relied on. 
He directed them to put 
a suppressing fire on the 
German machine gun 
nest so he could sneak 
the rest of the way up 
the bluff undetected by 
the Germans.

  As Capt. Dawson 
reached the top of the 
bluff to the side of the 
machine gun nest, he 
pulled the pin out of 
two hand grenades. The 
Germans spotted him 
about 10 yards away and 
quickly tried to turn their 
gun on him, but he made 
two perfect throws with 
his grenades and killed 

all the Germans. At this 
moment in time, Capt. 
Joseph Dawson was 
likely the first American 
to reach the top of the 
bluff towering above 
Omaha Beach and the 
first opening was now 
cleared for Americans to 
exploit and turn the tide 
of battle. 

Capt. Dawson then 
waved for all the soldiers 
to join him at the top of 
the bluff to formulate a 
plan. He instructed Lt. 
Spalding and Sgt. Strec-
zyk to head West to at-
tack one of the strong 
German fortifications 
that was savaging the 
men on the beach. Capt. 
Dawson would move his 
company East toward 
the village of Colleville 
to the rear of another 
strong German fortifica-
tion. They also sent men 
back down to the beach 
to direct more American 
units to ascend to the 
bluffs and attack the Ger-
mans from the flanks.

  Lt. Spalding and Sgt. 
Streczyk successfully 
neutralized the strong 
German fortification 
they were after along 
with several smaller po-
sitions they encountered. 
The experienced warrior 
Streczyk primarily led 
the attacks involving lots 
of close quarters com-
bat. Some more rapidly 
moving American troops 

joined Capt. Dawson 
near Colleville in the 
early afternoon. They 
attacked from the rear 
and destroyed the other 
strong German fortifica-
tion. Even as the brutal 
fighting continued, con-
trol of the situation at 
Omaha had now shifted 
to the Americans. 

  Once the invasion 
began and troops were 
landing on the beaches, 
the outcome of the battle 
was transferred from the 
higher commanders to 
the men on the beach. 
There was no brilliant 
decision that General 
Eisenhower or General 
Bradley could make that 
might affect the outcome. 
It was in the greatest 
tradition of the average 
Joe American soldier 
that a trio of Americans 
found themselves in 
a desperate, perilous 
situation on Omaha 
Beach and recognized 
that their existing orders 
were useless. They 
then assessed their 
situation, recognized an 
opportunity, took the 
initiative, and adapted 

and improvised their 
tactics to be successful.

  Capt. Dawson, Lt. 
Spalding, and Sgt. Strec-
zyk were all awarded the 
Distinguished Service 
Cross, the 2nd highest 
medal for valor given by 
the U.S. Army. A num-
ber of historians believe 
Dawson and Streczyk 
should have received 
our nations highest med-
al for valor-- the Medal 
Of Honor. Streczyk was 
a highly decorated sol-
dier. He  was also award-
ed four Silver Stars and 
six Bronze Stars for brav-
ery. He served 440 days 
in combat-- North Afri-
ca, Sicily, France, Germa-
ny, and suffered physical 
and emotional problems 
after the war which help 
explain why he commit-
ted   suicide in 1958, at 
the age of 39. The Army 
honored Capt. Dawson 
at the 50th Anniversa-
ry of D-Day in 1994 by 
asking him to introduce 
President Bill Clinton.

  Capt. Dawson, Lt. 
Spalding, and Sgt. Strec-
zyk, and the men they 
led, managed to slip in 

between strong German 
fortifications that were 
slaughtering the troops 
on the beach and fight 
their way to the top of 
the Omaha bluff, clear-
ing a path others could 
follow. Using the ele-
ment of surprise because 
of their attacks from the 
rear, they methodically 
destroyed many German 
defenses. Besides sav-
ing hundreds, perhaps 
thousands of American 
lives, these three unsung 
American heroes were 
probably most responsi-
ble for transforming the 
D-Day battle at Omaha 
Beach from a bitter de-
feat into a glorious vic-
tory. Surely, these three 
men deserve to be fondly 
remembered as “The An-
gels Of Omaha”. 

Eric Hogan is a gradu-
ate of the Georgia Insti-
tute Of Technology and 
Mercer University Law 
School, and a retired real 
estate developer. His 
father and two Uncles 
were veterans of WWII 
and sparked his lifelong 
interest in the history of 
the war.

A LCVP (LANDING CRAFT, VEHICLE, PERSONNEL) FROM THE U.S. 
COAST GUARD-MANNED USS SAMUEL CHASE DISEMBARKS TROOPS 
OF COMPANY A, 16TH INFANTRY, 1ST INFANTRY DIVISION (THE BIG 

RED ONE) WADING ONTO THE FOX GREEN SECTION OF OMAHA 
BEACH (CALVADOS, BASSE-NORMANDIE, FRANCE)

 ON THE MORNING OF JUNE 6, 1944

HOGAN
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by BRITTANY HALL
It’s safe to say that we 

have all experienced at 
least one inspirational 
teacher who helped us to 
understand their subject 
more and taught us to 
become a better person. 
The best teachers pass on 
this burning enthusiasm 
to their students, inspir-
ing students to view the 
subject through refreshed 
lenses and to see things 
from a different perspec-
tive. Some inspired stu-
dents have even gone 
on to become teachers, 
which is the case for one 
of Swainsboro Primary 
School’s most encour-
aging educators, Kristie 
Brantley.

“I’ve always loved 
working with children 
and felt that I could make 
a difference as an edu-
cator.” She explained, 
“God placed me where 
He needed me and that 
just so happened to be 
right here in the Emanuel 
County school system.” 

After completing her 
Associate of Arts degree, 
Jessica Barber encour-
aged her to go back to 
college to complete her 
degree in education. 
From there, a good friend 
of hers, Cissy Peebles, 
helped her study and 
prepare for the GACE. 

“God uses people 
throughout our lives to 
motivate and guide us.  
Jessica was one of many 
that He placed in my life 
to get me to where I am 
today.” She explained 
with a smile, “Cissy has 
also played a huge part in 
my life and has remained 
such a good friend.”

Brantley began work-
ing with the Emanuel 
County Board of 
Education in 2003. 
However, her teach-
ing career began twelve 
years ago after working 
as a substitute teacher 
for the Swainsboro Pre-
kindergarten program 
and later as a parapro-
fessional at Swainsboro 
Primary School. During 
this time, she obtained 
an Associate of Arts 
with a major in Teacher 
Education from East 
Georgia State College 
in 2006, then went on 
to earn a Bachelor of 
Science in Education 
with a major in Special 
Education from the 
University of Georgia in 
2009. She has commit-

ted the past eleven years 
to teaching kindergarten 
with four of those years 
dedicated to teaching 
the kindergarten Early 
Intervention Program 
(EIP).  

“Working with Sue 
Andrews for three years 
and assisting with her 
classroom is where I real-
ly fell in love with teach-
ing.” explained Brantley, 
“Helping students and 
encouraging them to 
meet their full potential 
was extremely fulfilling. 
My goal was always to 
make a difference and 
help students overcome 
challenges.” 

Throughout her career, 
Brantley has earned 
many sophisticated titles 
and has been honored 
for her ambition through 
teaching. She has been 
named Co-Chair of the 
Yearbook Committee 
since 2011, was the ESGI 
(Educational Software 
for Guiding Instruction) 
training Instructor at 
Swainsboro Primary 
School from 2020 to 2023, 
obtained her MindSet 
Training Curriculum 
Foundations Instructor 
Certification in 2021, 
participated in the GLISI 
(Georgia Leadership 
Institute for School 
Improvement) in 2016, 
received the “Making 
a Difference Award” 
on September 13, 2022, 
earned the Jostens 
National Yearbook 
Program of Excellence 
Bronze Award for the 
2022 to 2023 school year 
and received the title 
of Swainsboro Primary 
School Teacher of the 
Year of 2022-2023.

When asked what 
she loves most about 
Swainsboro Primary 
School, Brantley said: 

“Swainsboro Primary 
School is a tight knit fam-
ily.   I have an amazing 
support system there.  
It takes a school family 
to build up positive and 
empowered teachers.  
That’s what I consider 
SPS, my family. Working 
with people who “get 
you” and encourage you 
is an amazing experience.  
I’m grateful to have so 
many incredible people 
that I can rely on.”

It was these same 
fundamentals that the 
Swainsboro Tigers school 
system has upheld, that 
first inspired her to 

become the uplifting, 
inspirational teacher that 
she is today:

“There were so many 
that touched my life that 
I could never name just 
one.   So many teachers 
have left a lasting impres-
sion on my life and who 
have gone above and 
beyond to help me be 
successful throughout 
my school career.   Linda 
Carmicheal and Lucreica 
Sapp are the teachers 
from my early years.  
They worked with my 
mom, Debbie Wilson, 
to make sure I was get-
ting the support I need-
ed.  These teachers loved 
their jobs and expressed 
it by the care they had 
for their students.   In 
middle school and high 
school, Stephanie Dollar 
was my go-to teacher.  
She consistently made 
learning fun and she 
always made it matter.  
There was never “just” a 
math problem or “just” 
an essay.  Everything she 
taught had some inten-
tion or nuance relating 
to life beyond the walls 
of Swainsboro High 
School.”

In addition to teaching, 
Brantley enjoys spending 
time with her husband 
of 18 years, Dustin, who 
she met while attend-
ing Swainsboro High 
School, their two amaz-
ing children, 16-year-old 
Madison and 13-year-old 
Noah, and their three 
dogs: Aubrey, Casper, 
and Nala. The Brantley’s 
are passionate about the 
great outdoors and plan 
to make many new mem-
ories through explora-
tion this summer.

“Family time is a key 
part of our daily lives, 
especially outdoors.” 
explained Brantley, 
“Some of our favorite 
things to do are kayak-
ing, hiking, and camp-
ing.”

Together, the Brantley’s 
have kayaked rivers, 
lakes, and salt water 
all over the southeast. 
They’ve hiked moun-
tains, canyons, and 
everything in between 
and have camped on 
mountain tops and val-
ley streams. 

“An afternoon side-by-
side ride with family is 
one of my favorite things 
to do close to home and 
we go as often as possi-
ble.” She shared, “I also 

enjoy helping Madison 
and Noah practice to 
compete in team sports 
like archery, modified 
trap shooting for 4-H, 
soccer, and tennis.”  

Kristie also anticipates 
her and Dustin’s 19th 
Wedding Anniversary 
that they will be cele-
brating on July 31. 
Congratulations to you 
both!

Now that you’ve met 
the teacher and read 
her story, read her Q/A’s 
below to further under-
stand Kristie Brantley’s 
incredible values of 
teaching and how she’s 
changing and inspiring 
young lives in our com-
munity through her ser-
vice of Teaching at SPS. 
Interview conducted by 
Brittany Hall.

What have you found 
most rewarding in your 
career?

Brantley: Assisting oth-
ers is the most fulfilling 
aspect of my job.   Whether 
it’s a student, a parent, or 
a colleague.  Helping some-
one overcome a challenge, 
or finding a solution to a 
problem is something I love 
to do.   I strive to ensure 
that everyone has what 
they need to be successful. 
I aim to make a difference 
in someone’s life every day. 

Do you feel that each 
of your students have 
left a lasting impression 
on you?

Brantley: Every single 
one of my students have left 
an impression in my life.  

Each year I learn something 
new working with them, 
and I am able to improve 
my teaching style because 
of them.  Teaching is about 
growing.   Learning some-
thing new, improving your-
self, and enriching the lives 
of others in my mind is the 
embodiment of teaching.  

What advice would 
you like to give to new 
or upcoming educators?

Brantley: Find you a 
“bestie” and lean on them.  
Ask questions, network, 
and develop relationships 
and learn from others.  
Everyone has a strength, 
something they “bring to 
the table”.  Find the people 
who lift you up and lean on 
them. 

How does it make 
you feel to see the suc-
cess that many of your 
previous students have 
become?

Brantley: Proud and so 
very excited for them!   I 
love seeing my students 
grow and become success-
ful.  

If you could tell your 
past students or future 
students one thing that 
you hope will stick with 
them all throughout life, 
what would that be?

Brantley: Be proud of 
who you are!   Your past 
doesn’t define you.   Only 
you can choose the person 
you will be in the future.  
Learn from your mistakes 
but never let them deter-
mine who you become.  

What’s a favorite 
memory or some of your 

favorite memories that 
you have from your time 
as an educator?

Brantley: If you ask just 
about any teacher about 
their favorite moments 
they’ll respond with some 
standout moment where a 
child has a revelation, a 
spark if you will, that lets 
them know that they’ve 
made it through a mental 
barrier. That all of a sudden 
they understand something 
that has been so tough for 
them to grasp. Those are 
the memories that I cherish 
most and there have been 
so many moments through 
my career that I hold dear 
that it’s hard to name just a 
few. Those little smiles and 
raised eyebrows of acknowl-
edgement in those moments 
make every day meaning-
ful.

  Kristie Brantley was 
nominated by the Emanuel 
County Board of Education 
as May’s phenomenal 
local teacher for Durden 
Banking Company’s 
monthly Teacher Spotlight 
column. Once a month, a 
teacher is selected by the 
Board of Education to cel-
ebrate the inspiration that 
they are to the youth of our 
community. 

“The mediocre teach-
er tells. The good teach-
er explains. The superior 
teacher demonstrates. The 
great teacher inspires” – 
William A. Ward

Honoring our Educators
Proudly sponsored by...Proudly sponsored by...

A lasting impression: Meet 
inspiring teacher, Kristie Brantley

KRISTIE WITH SON NOAH, DAUGHTER MADISON 
AND HUSBAND DUSTIN



6th Grade EOY Honor 
Roll

SanQuan Jabari 
Benjamin, Karlie Elayne 
Bettencourtt, Levi Parker 
Bishop, RayAnna Danae 
Burnette, Jamir Lamar 
Carter, Gregory Owen 
Cheeks, Adalia Millyon 
Cloud, Brennan Taylor 
Collins, Aubrey Nicole 
Emmeriah Coney, 

Jeremiah LAJoel Davis, 
Angel Manuel Guanon-
Flores, Jaliyah Imani 
Hall, 

Kaybreigh Alayne 
Hostilo, Rayleigh Nicole 
Hutcheson, Parker Grace 
Outlaw, Raylin Olivia 
Stapleton, Isis Zakeria 
Trice, McKinley Lanette 
Walden, Raleigh Riona 
Walls, Samuel Bowen 

Ware, Raymond Michael 
Williams, Hadley Jean 
Woods, Jurnee J’adore 
Wynn

7th Grade EOY Honor 
Roll

Landon Ray Akridge, 
Johnny Lee Allen, 
Kamm’Rynn Ahmadd-
Krishawnn Bell, Chloe 
Leanne Boulineau, 
Joshua Daniel Guzman, 

Lexi Akayla Hills, Robert 
Joe Lee Hobson, Jamarri 
Q Holmes, Maranda 
Kania Jones, Gatlin Blas 
Martinez, Safia Elaine 
Prentice, Miranda 
Jaelyn Rich, Santavious 
Cartelo Roberts, Edward 
Rodriguez, Sara Ann 
Smith, Arlin Lindsey 
Swanner, Tate Adam 
Torpy, Hagan Brett Way

8th Grade EOY Honor 
Roll

Landon Hunter Beal, 
Berklie Addison Bishop, 
Quin’Tasia Nevaeh 
Boynton, Lexsy Elizabeth 
Brown, Kenzlee Marie 
Bush, Cameron Eamon 
Cummings, Baylee 
Addison Edwards, 
Emma Grace English, 
Alastoria July Eskew, 

Deasia Rebecca Greene, 
Kyleigh Anne Hostilo, 
Janarah Ann Le’Asia 
Howard, Emma Jay 
Irvin, Thomas Charles 
McCullough, River 
Owen Moxley, Mason 
Gray Outlaw, Alleson 
Taylor Price, Braylee 
Alexia Ricks, Rolan Billy 
Riner, Kaderiyounna 
Va’Shonda Simmons, 
Emilio Daniel Talledo, 
De’Oriah Aziya Tyzane 
Tillman, Lilly Addison 
Wheeler

6th Grade EOY Star 
Honor Roll

Jacob Dwight Carroll, 
Sydney Karalynne 
Lively, Stella Kate 
Marsh, Maritza Saldana-
Martinez, Ryan Paul 
McKenzie, Colton 

Thomas Sconyers
7th Grade EOY Star 

Honor Roll
Ryan Ellis Bell, Amelia 

Grace Clements, Kassidy 
DeNae Foots, Mariska 
Coral Hutcheson, Ethan 
Smith Mason, Vrusha P. 
Patel

8th Grade EOY Star 
Honor Roll

Molly Jolynn Bird, 
Grayson Love Brassell, 
Dei’Vion Immanuel 
Lazarius Davis, Carly 
Morgan Jersey, Malyiah 
Marie Jones, Gi’Zyria 
Shi’Ann Kirkland, 
Zaylin Denae Lee, Lillian 
Josie Mason, Daylan 
Dennis Riner, Emma 
Grace Sconyers, Kaci 
Nicole Smith, Maci Ryne 
Sumner
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Swainsboro Middle School end of the year honor roll and star honor roll

TCE 4th nine weeks honor students
P E R F E C T 

ATTENDANCE
First Grade: Reed Baird, 

Wyatt Collins, Kameron 
Dixon, Sophia Gay, Erian 
Hillman, Gracie Johnson, 
Jase Kersey, Matthew 
Wilkerson

Second Grade: Jeb 
Cavanah, Mariah 
Cross, Raylon Cumbee, 
Makaila Daughtry, Chloe 
Dawkins, Roseanna 
Freeman, Avery Frye, 
Kaybrie Kellum, Cattleya 
Keregrand, Micah 
Moody, Matti Moyer, 
Javonte Peterson, Cyril 
Salinas, Jaiden Sapp, 
Hadley Sherrod, Livi 
Simmons, Dalaysia 
Stokes, Caleb Telgen

Third Grade: 
Diamond Ardister, 
Zayden Branch, Darius 
Burke, Reid Cannady, 
Raylie Caraway, Carson 
Elliott, Izzy May, Race 
McKenzie, Makayla 
Mitchell, Declan Spence, 
Ava Underwood, 
Maddie Walden, Jayceon 
Williamson, Leyla Yepe

Fourth Grade: Chloe 
Best, Bridgette Lopez-
Munos, Wyatt Parillo, 
Allison Woodward

Fifth Grade: Kayce 
Davis, Ansley Frye, 
Addyson Harrison, Seth 
Johnson, Carter Steele, 
Harper Ware

HONOR ROLL
First Grade: Hazelyn 

Connally, Peyton 
Douglas, Aycen Fleming, 
Zahir Guillen- Islas, Ivy 
Hall, Erian Hillman, 
Kam’ryn Johnson, Jase 
Kersey, Case Kinzer, 
Timberlyn Kirkland, 
Carlie McKenzie, Harper 
Pye, Daelyn Scott, 
Kendall Tamblyn, Ryder 
Tharpe, Lyrik Way, 
Matthew Wilkerson, 
Kyrie Williams

Second Grade: Liam 
Allen, Ja’Monei Badie, 
Max Coker, Gauge 
Gamiza, Collin Johnson, 
Kaybrie Kellum, Cattleya 
Kerlegrand, Jackson 
Knoeferl, Mary Kenton 
Landon, Micah Moody,  
Ian Perez, London Perry, 
Isabella Pitts, Sarah 
Powell, Nick Purvis, 
Thomas Rainey,  Arianna 
Royal, Cyril Salinas, 
Jaiden Sapp, Hadley 
Sherrod, Caleb Telgen

Third Grade: Gauge 
Akridge, Chancie Archer, 
Christian Bynum, Reid 
Cannady, Allan Dekle, 
Fourth Grade: Hadley 
Griner, Brooks Hall, 
Harper Hill, Khloe’ 
Lanier, Declan Spence

Joleigh Coxwell, 
Liberty Crews, Henley 
Drake, Brody Edenfield, 
Hunter Gamiza, Mila 
Hodges, Jayce Juarez-
Aragon, Ezekiel Kearney, 
Bridgette Lopez-Munos, 
Chloe Oliver, Ezekiel 

Pague, MacKinley 
Rowland, Arieonnah 
Seafus, Koda Still, Mia 
Wilcher, Dilan Xochicale

Fifth Grade: Semariay 
Clemons, Kayce Davis, 
Seth Johnson, Jason 
Mendez, Jax Oglesby, 
LeShaun Parrish, Lane 
Sherrod, Lorey McCoy, 
Chelsie Grimes

STAR HONOR ROLL
First Grade: Haley 

Blackburn, Lily 
Braddock, Kinsley Clark,  
Wyatt Collins, Sophia 
Gay, Kynslee Gordan, 
Kayla Hampton, Denver 
Heyward, Payton Hooks, 
Gracie Johnson, Waylen 
Jordan, Addison Kersey, 
Averie Kraus, Ayla 
Marsh, Ciara Matthews,  
Madelyn McNeely, Casey 
Miller, Avery Mincey, 
Chandler Rich, Alli 
Spicer, Jensen Whetsell, 
Danni Lynn Williamson, 
Case Wilson

Second Grade: Aaron 
Cedar, Mariah Cross, 
Raylon Cumbee, Chloe 
Dawkins, Bella Ellijah, 
Mariah Fann, McKinley 
Foskey, Roseanna 
Freeman, Avery Frye, 
Jaylee Gray, Jason Griner, 
Kaison Handsom, 
Jackson Hodges, 
Raelynn Hodges, 
Camden Hughes, Knox 
Johnson,Sadie Lambert, 
Brayli McKinney, Ethan 
Renew, Maddie Sherrod, 
Livi Simmons, Jorie 
Walden, Briyla Wiley

Third Grade: Grey 
Blackburn, Kallen 
Braddock, Hunter 
Hatcher, Ella Jo Hooks, 
Nora Johnson, Izzy May, 
Violet Lai Tyam, Reese 
McNeely, Jorge Ramos 
Avalos, Cash Rigdon, 
Audrey Tucker, Ava 
Underwood, Jayceon 
Williamson, Leyla Yepe

Fourth Grade: Hudson 
Anderson, Chloe 
Best, Chloe Bridge, 
Natalie Bunn, Aubree 
Church, Charla Fields, 
Anna Caroline Frye, 
Ab Johnson, Anthony 
Johnson, Damien 
Johnson, VaNiya 
Kirkland, Tanner 
Mitchell, Wyatt Parillo, 
Kimber Peterson, Addi 
Rich, Brayden Telgen, 
Allison Woodward

Fifth Grade: Jenna 
Best, Hendley Blackburn, 
Braylie Brown, Kane 
Carraway, Miyah Cedar, 
Natlie Chauncey, Bentley 
Collins, Lah Ellah 
Griffin, Jada Griner, 
Caprice Handsom, 
Blaire Johnson, Dicey 
Lane, Pearl Meadows, 
Maggie Rowland, 
Liam Simmons, Clay 
Smith, Isabella Steptoe, 
Landon Nasworthy, 
Bristol Dorsey, Ansley 
Frye, Braydon Coleman, 
Addyson Harrison, 
Bentley Peebles, Bryson 
Rogers, Maci Walden, 
Harper Ware
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by Harold Scott
Anyone who follows 

high school football in 
Emanuel County and 
Southeast Georgia is 
familiar with the name 
Curtis Fann Jr. Curtis 
completed a stellar career 
as a student-athlete and 
graduated from Emanuel 
County Institute in 2019. 
Curtis was a 4-star foot-
ball recruit and was con-
sidered one of Georgia’s 
top high school players. 
He received college schol-
arship offers from the 
big boys of college foot-
ball, including Alabama, 
Georgia, Clemson, Notre 
Dame, Oregon, and oth-
ers. Curtis decided to 
attend Florida State 
University. Things didn’t 
go as planned, and after 
two years at FSU, he trans-
ferred to the University of 
Akron.

Four years later, Curtis 
completed his bache-
lor’s degree and has two 
years of football eligibility 
remaining. I recently had 
an opportunity to talk 
with Curtis about what 
has transpired in his life 
over the past four years. 
Curtis is a football play-
er, but our conversation 
was about more than just 
football. 

Interview with Curtis 
Fann conducted by 
Harold Scott:

You grew up in the 
small town of Stillmore, 
Georgia. What were 
some of the challenges/
advantages of growing 
up in a small town?  

Growing up in a small 
town you see a lot of the 
same people and the same 
things. Some people may feel 
trapped. Some don’t get to 
see a lot of stuff and think 
this is all there is but there’s 
more out there if you pursue 
your dreams. You can get 
stuck if you don’t get outside 
your box and find things 
that interest you. Some of 
the advantages are it is a 
great place to grow up. It’s 
the country. I am country. I 
like the country; People are 
close-knit and very support-
ive. People will take you in, 
I learned a lot. I learned a lot 
of manners and values. I was 
brought up the right way. 
Growing up here was the 
best thing that could have 
happened to me; I would 
not have it any other way. 
I was raised by my mom, 
grandmother, and aunt, but 
I was also blessed to have my 
dad in my life, and we have a 
great relationship. 

Speaking of your dad, 
(Curtis Fann Sr), he was 
an outstanding athlete 
at Swainsboro High 
School. He was an all-
state linebacker and one 
of the top players in the 
state. Were you aware of 
his athletic history, and 
did you feel any extra 
pressure or expectations 
carrying his name? 

I was aware of it and knew 
about his history. I didn’t 
feel any pressure. I always 
looked at it as positive. I 
knew how good he was, so 
it motivated me. I wanted to 
be just like him; I wanted to 
be even better. I wore #8 in 
high school because I wanted 
to be like my dad. 

Tell me about your 
high school career. 

I joined the football team 
as a freshman. I didn’t start, 

but I played a lot. I became 
a starter during my sopho-
more season and had a real-
ly good year. During that 
season, I began sending out 
my game film to different 
colleges. It got a little frus-
trating when I didn’t hear 
anything, especially when 
guys in my class at other 
schools were getting offers. I 
attended a few camps. I went 
to the MVP camp and the 
Elite Classic All-Star game 
for 10th graders. Finally, 
South Carolina contacted 
my coach, Chris Kearson, 
and offered me a scholar-
ship. This was my first offer, 
and after that “it blew up”. 
After I started getting offers, 
I attended camps at different 
colleges.  

You start hearing from 
a lot of big-time colleges, 
and you start getting lots 
of offers. When did you 
decide it’s time to start 
narrowing things down? 

I actually committed to 
Florida State before my 
senior season. Things were 
getting hectic and a little 
aggravating. I wanted to 
focus on my senior year and 
not recruiting. I committed 
to Florida State, but Auburn 
was still pushing really hard 
toward the end. I almost 
made a visit but decided not 
to. I didn’t want to put any 
pressure on myself. I shut 
things down in recruiting. 
I didn’t want to waiver in 
my commitment to Florida 
State. 

What factored into 
your decision to choose 
Florida State University?

It was an easy decision. I 
felt at home on the campus, 
they made me feel happy 
whenever I visited. My 
mom, family, and friends 
all loved it. Before Alabama 
and Georgia, it was Florida 
State. FSU was once one of 
the most iconic schools in the 
country. Willie Taggart was 
the coach, and they always 
made me feel comfortable.  
It was where I wanted to be 
and the best school for me. 

You arrived at FSU in 
the fall of 2019. How was 
the experience? 

The experience was good. 
I loved it. I injured my 
shoulder in fall camp. They 
said I didn’t need surgery. 
I rehabbed and missed most 
of the season. During the 
following spring, I injured 
my shoulder again, and this 
time, I had to have surgery. 
This was also the Covid year. 
We weren’t on campus, and 
I had to do rehab back home 
in Metter. With the inju-
ry, covid, and other things 
going on, I decided it was 
best to transfer to another 
school. I was never healthy 
at Florida State. I was dis-
appointed I couldn’t be the 
player I was capable of being 
at FSU because of always 
being injured. 

You decided to trans-
fer to Akron University. 
What factored into that 
decision?  

I had several options. 
Not as many as I had com-
ing out of high school. I 
looked at a few other schools, 
Middle Tennessee State, 
Jackson State and Western 
Kentucky, but Akron was 
the best school for me. Some 
of the other schools were 
looking for specific posi-
tion players and others had 
some things with their depth 
chart. Akron played in a 
good conference and their 

facilities were good. My dad 
drove me up for a visit. The 
school was everything I was 
looking for. I talked it over 
with my family and made 
the decision. The only draw-
back was it was far away and 
the weather up north, but I 
overcame that, and it was a 
good decision.  

While attending 
Akron, you blossomed 
into the football player 
you envisioned yourself 
being and completed 
your bachelor’s degree. 
How did it feel getting 
your degree? 

A lot of people go to col-
lege and don’t complete their 
degree. It was big to fol-
low through on the degree. 
It was something my mom 
always talked about. She 
emphasized having some-
thing meaningful after 
football to fall back on. It 
made me feel good. I’m not 
where I want to be yet, but 
it’s good to accomplish this 
degree. I have an associate 
degree in arts and a BA in 
Organizational Supervision. 

Where do you go from 
here? 

I have two years of eli-
gibility to play football. I 
will be going to Western 
Kentucky University to 
complete a master’s degree 
in Entrepreneurship and 
play my final two years of 
college football. Hopefully, 
God will bless me to play in 
the NFL. I would also like to 
get into coaching one day. 
High school coaching is an 
option but with all the peo-
ple I know in college, college 
coaching may be a better fit. 
I think I can be a good coach. 
I would like to be able to help 
kids who are in the position 
I was once in. I would also 
like to be a business owner. 
I have a clothing line that 
I started but had to put on 
hold. I hope to pick that 
up and get into the fashion 
industry. I want to one day 
sell my own clothing line. 
There are different things I 
want to do outside of foot-
ball. 

You’ve been out of 
high school for 4 years. 
You have seen and 
experienced a lot. What 
would you share with 
high school athletes and 
those preparing to go off 
to college to help them in 
the process? 

I would share with them 
that It’s not going to always 
be peaches and cream. You 
will have lots of trials and 
tribulations. Things won’t 
always go your way. There 
will be things with school, 
back home, etc. Things will 
get rocky, but the main thing 
is just keep going and don’t 
look back. Always know 
your why. Why am I here, 
why am I doing this? It can 
be your mom, your grand 
mom, whatever it is use 
that to motivate you to keep 
going and not quit? Keep 
pushing and always believe 
in yourself. Self-motivation 
is the key. If you have faith 
in God keep that, my faith 
helped me a lot. I don’t want 
to push religion on anyone, 
but it helped me. Challenge 
yourself to want more and 
to do more. Confidence in 
yourself is also important. 
Don’t quit, at the end of the 
day you want to be success-
ful.

You mentioned the 
close-knit community 
and the supportive peo-

ple. What would you say 
to those people and the 
community? 

Thank you to everybody 
who supported me. I can’t 
express my thanks enough. 
Loyalty is very important 
to me. It’s more valuable 
than gold. Some people prob-
ably don’t even realize how 
much they helped me get 
here today. Anyone who has 
ever helped me in any kind 
of way, I thank you from 
the bottom of my heart. I’m 
very humble. I will never 
think that I am better than 
anyone. Thank you to any-
one who contributed to my 
success.

Any final thing you 
would like to share with 
anyone about anything? 

I think we have touched 
on everything. I want it to 
be known that I give a huge 
thank you and much love 
to my mom, dad, grand-
mothers, aunt, granddad, 
and my whole family.   I 
thank them so much for 
what they’ve done and how 
they raised me. Thanks for 
everything. 

It was a pleasure chat-
ting with Curtis. Curtis 
could have given up on 
football when he got 
injured. He could have 
given up on college, but 
he has positioned him-
self for continued suc-
cess in both. His dream 
to play in the NFL is still 
within reach. He has 
two college degrees and 
is in pursuit of another. 
Because of his athletic 
scholarship, the finan-
cial cost to his family to 
obtain those degrees has 
been minimal.

I’ve spent time with 
many young athletes, 
students, and people. 
Curtis Fann Jr. is an out-
standing young man. He 
is wise beyond his years. 
Curtis is humble and 
hungry. He is focused. 
He has a vision, and he 
has a plan. Curtis Fann 
will be successful in any 
endeavor he chooses to 
pursue. Stillmore and 
Emanuel County will be 
rooting for him.

Congratulations, Curtis, 
and continued success. 
We wish you well!
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Curtis Fann Jr.: Catching up with Curtis

FANN JR. ECI BULLDOGS 2019

FANN JR. AKRON UNIVERSITY FOOTBALL 2022

FANN JR. GRADUATES FROM AKRON 
UNIVERSITY 2023
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NICK KRAUS, ADJUTANT WITH 
COMMANDER B. DARYL HILL

McLeod-Moring 
Camp #1386 Sons of 
Confederate Veterans 
recognize members

At its monthly meeting held on May 18, 2023 held 
at the New China Restaurant, Commander Daryl Hill 
presented several awards to members.   Nick Kraus 
was recognized for outstanding service as the Camp’s 
Adjutant.  Mr. Kraus has served as the Camp’s Adjutant 
for many years; he also performs the duties of Treasurer 
and Quartermaster.  Ricky Winfrey was recognized for 
his work in locating Cemeteries and flagging graves 
of Confederate soldiers throughout the County. Craig 
Warren was also recognized for his participation in 
Camp activities.   Landon Johnson was appointed 
Sergeant at Arms for the Camp.   Ricky Winfrey later 
presented a program on the skirmish that took place 
in neighboring Jefferson County during the War of 
Northern Aggression (Confederate victory).  Men aged 
12 and up can join the Sons of Confederate Veterans.  
The McLeod Moring Camp has a Historian who can 
help with finding your ancestor who served during the 
War of Northern Aggression.   For more information 
on joining, you may contact Commander Daryl Hill at 
cableman68@att.net.

LANDON JOHNSON WITH 
COMMANDER HILL

COMMANDER HILL 
WITH JERRY CRAIG WARREN

RICKY WINFREY, SPEAKER AT THE MEETING 
WITH HILL
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2023 EMANUEL COUNTY 4-H

4-H Project SAFE modified trap 
season comes to and end

by JAKYN TYSON
The 2023 Emanuel 

County 4-H Project 
S.A.F.E. Modified Trap 
team wrapped up their 
season during the State 
4-H Modified Trap 
Match on Saturday, 
May 13. Emanuel 
County 4-H’ers partic-
ipated in three levels of 
competition: the local 
Randy Fagler Memorial 
County Match, 
Southeast District 4-H 
qualifiers, and the State 
4-H Modified Trap 
match in Eatonton, GA. 
The program is open 
to sixth through twelfth 
grade students in 
Emanuel County who 
are enrolled in the 4-H 
Program.

4-H’ers in the mod-
ified trap contest are 
given 25 clay targets 
they must hit from a 
single thrower. All 
4-H’ers are coached by 
volunteer leaders from 
the 4-H program who 
are certified instructors. 
The Modified Trap pro-
gram is coordinated 
by 4-H volunteers Ed 
and Brandi Akridge. 
Emanuel County 4-H 
had 44 total sixth 
through twelfth grade 
4-H’ers participating 
in the Project SAFE 
Modified Trap program 
for the 2023 year.

Sixth through eighth 
grade 4-H’ers on the 
Modified Trap Team 
were: Levi Bishop, 
Noah Brantley, Sam 
Lawrence, Bowen 
Ware, Amelia Grace 
Clements, Nathaniel 
Harry, Hanley 
Moorman, Robert 
Reynolds, Tate Torpy, 
Judson Underwood, 
Eli Way, Hagan Way, 
Hagan Brown, Aaden 
Cumbee, Paxton Dixon, 
Randon Durden, Gage 
Johnson, Gunner 

Johnson, and Sam 
Williams.

Ninth through 
Twelfth grade 4-H 
Modified Trap mem-
bers were: Bryan 
Beasley, Richard 
Braddy, Brody Fagler, 
Lillian Hammond, 
Landon Lindsey, 
Kristen Mulrooney, 
Jake Palmer, Cooper 
Riner, Maddox 
Robertson, Lauren 
Sapp, Olivia Boatright, 
Natalee Brown, Spencer 
Lawrence, Peyton Lee, 
Jacob Mcbride, Sean 
Wilkerson, Ben Bennett, 
Jacob Fagler, Luke 
Lariscey, Kason Palmer, 
Samuel McBride, Chloe 
Mulrooney, Garrett 
Peebles, Shanna 
Wilkerson, and Jack 
Williams.

The Southeast District 
qualifier was held on 
Saturday, April 22 at 
Bay Gall Sporting Clays. 
At the district match, 26 
of the youth shooters 
qualified for state com-
petition and two junior 
teams placed in the 
contest. The team made 
up of Sam Williams, 
Gunner Johnson, 
Judson Underwood, 
Aaden Cumbee, and 
Paxton Dixon placed 
first in the junior divi-
sion. The team made 
up of Sam Lawrence, 
Gage Johnson, Eli Way, 
Hanley Moorman, and 
Brett Way placed third. 
Judson Underwood 
was third place indi-
vidual in the junior 
division.

The Randy Fagler 
Memorial County 
Match was held on 
Sunday, April 30. The 
following 4-H’ers were 
recognized as top 
shooters for their grade 
level: 6th  Grade Noah 
Brantley, 7th grade 
Amelia Grace Clements; 

8th grade Gunner 
Johnson; 9th grade 
Landon Lindsey; 10th 
grade Peyton Lee; 11th 
grade Luke Lariscey; 
12th grade Garrett 
Peebles. Overall top 
shooter awards went 
to Senior Female Chloe 
Mulrooney; Senior 
Overall Luke Lariscey; 
Junior Female Amelia 
Grace Clements; and 
Junior Overall Gunner 
Johnson. Luke Lariscey 
shot a perfect score of 
25.

The state competition 
was held on Saturday, 
May 13 in Eatonton, 
GA, and Emanuel 
County was repre-
sented by 25 4-H’ers. 
Shooters are grouped 
by age to form teams 
of five. Garrett Peebles 
and Peyton Lee both 
shot a perfect score of 
25.

Emanuel County 
4-H would like to 
thank its volunteers 
who have donated 
hundreds of hours of 
service to coach this 
year’s team. Without 
Brandi and Ed Akridge, 
Becky Amerson, Joey 
Amerson, Cade Bennett, 
Chesley Dixon, Senaca 
Lawrence, Mitchell 
Fagler, and Brad and 
T’Neil Williams, a pro-
gram of this quality 
would not be possible.

4-H provides fun, 
exciting, and educa-
tional events year-
round for youth in 
4th-12th grade. For more 
information about 
Emanuel County 4-H 
and how you can get 
involved as a member, 
volunteer, or sponsor, 
contact Jakyn Tyson at 
the Emanuel County 
Extension Office at 
(478) 237-1226.
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Officers with the 
Swainsboro Police 
Department (SPD) report-
ed…

May 19
Officer met with com-

plainant at SPD who 
advised an enclosed trail-
er was stolen from her 
place of employment at 
Southeast Structures.

Officer met with com-
plainant at SPD in refer-
ence to a stolen vehicle. 
C/p advised it was taken 
to an auto paint and body 
shop on N. Coleman St. 
for repairs and paid for the 
repairs in full and when 
she went to pick it up, 
she found that her son’s 
cousin/offender picked 
it up prior to her arriv-
al. C/p advised she has a 
title to the vehicle that was 
signed by the owner but 
hasn’t had it registered to 
show that ownership has 
been transferred.

Officer responded to 
Lewis St. in reference 
to a potential burglary. 
Complainant stated his 
doorknob was messed up 
and some of his things 
were missing.

Officer observed a vehi-
cle traveling 61 MPH in 
a 35 MPH zone, at which 
time he initiated a traffic 
stop. Officer could smell 
a strong odor of alcohol-
ic beverage coming from 
inside the vehicle and a 
mixed drink in the cup 
holder. Officer asked for 
offender’s license and 
asked how much she had 
to drink, and she stated 
not much at all and that 
she was fine. Officer then 
asked offender to step out 
of the vehicle and as she 
was walking to the rear of 
his unit, she was swaying. 
Her eyes appeared glazed, 
her face was flush, and 
her speech was slow and 
a little slurred. Offender 
agreed to a sobriety test. 
During the second test, 
offender began crying and 
begging officer to let her 
go home and she would 
never do this again. 
Officer then asked for a 
breath sample and got a 
positive sample. Offender 
was transported to EmCo 
Jail.

Officers was dispatched 
to Gumlog Rd. in reference 
to a fight where weap-
ons were involved. Victim 
was covered in blood, so 
the officer called for EMS. 
Witness stated that three 
kids were fighting, one 
was victim’s daughter, 
and when victim arrived, 
he swung on the other 
two that were fighting. 
It was said that the vic-
tim was jumped and hit 
with a gun. Victim was 
being treated by EMS and 
they advised he needed 
to go to the ER due to his 
injuries.  Officer noticed 
three teens walking down 
the road and one of them 
going towards to woods. 
When officer approached 
him, he asked what he 
was doing, and he stat-
ed he was looking for his 
phone but had found it. 
Officer was back at the 
scene when he observed 

the teen going back into 
the woods and coming 
back out. Officer contact-
ed detective and advised 
him of what the teen was 
doing and stated that a 
gun was involved in the 
incident and that could be 
what the teen was looking 
for. Officers asked the teen 
why he was continuing 
to go in and out of the 
woods and he stated he 
was just looking for his 
stuff. Officer stated that 
the teen told him that he 
already found his stuff, so 
detective deployed his K-9 
while the officer contin-
ued to talk to the teen and 
look through the woods. 
Officer asked the teen how 
he was involved in the 
incident, and he stated 
he wasn’t. Officers went 
to Ralph St. to meet with 
complainant due to c/p’s 
grandmother calling 911 
and wanted officers to talk 
to her granddaughter. C/p 
was agitated and could 
not calm down, stating 
that her mom was taken 
to jail when she wasn’t 
the one that did anything. 
C/p stated that they were 
serving alcohol to minors 
at the party and that was 
the reason for the fight. 
C/p continued to state 
while getting louder, that 
she was surrounded by 
all the people at the party 
and her mom went to take 
her home. She stated that 
the other lady jumped in 
her car and she drove off 
because she was being 
attacked. She then stat-
ed that her stepdad was 
attacked when he arrived.

Officer was dispatched 
to Turner Dr. in reference 
to complainant stating 
that nobody was sup-
posed to be inside his 
house and when he went 
inside, he discovered that 
it appeared that somebody 
had been inside. C/p stat-
ed he walked through the 
house and discovered two 
people in the bed. Officers 
cleared the house and 
located a male and female 
in the bed and advised 
them to get out the bed, at 
which time they did and 
went to the living room. 
C/p entered the house 
and stated that the female 
was his cousin and she 
stated that c/p’s mother 
took them to the house 
and told them it would be 
ok for them to stay there. 
Officer spoke to the owner 
of the house who advised 
he did not want them on 
the property. They were 
both issued criminal tres-
pass notices and advised 
not to return to the prop-
erty.

May 20
Officer was dispatched 

to W. Church St. in refer-
ence complainant stating 
she was attacked by her 
boyfriend, and he was still 
in the house. Officer met 
offender at the front door, 
and he was advised to step 
out on the porch. Offender 
advised that he was try-
ing to apologize to c/p 
because his temper got the 
best of him and that he 
didn’t mean to do it. He 

stated they were arguing, 
and he punched the TV 
because the argument was 
about his girlfriend’s ex. 
Offender admitted that he 
pushed c/p while she was 
holding their child and 
they fell to the ground. 
Offender was transported 
to EmCo Jail.

Officer met with com-
plainant at SPD in refer-
ence to a damaged vehicle. 

Officer observed a vehi-
cle fail to dim its lights 
when meeting the officer, 
at which time he initiat-
ed a traffic stop. Officer 
advised offender why he 
was stopped, and he stat-
ed that they should have 
automatically dimmed, 
and officer advised that 
they did not. Officer could 
smell marijuana coming 
from the vehicle and asked 
if there were any illegal 
drugs inside the vehicle. 
Offender stated there was 
a blunt wrapped on the 
dash and a gun in the 
backseat. Upon searching 
the vehicle, a plastic con-
tainer of marijuana was 
found in the cuphold-
er, a set of scales, and a 
large jar that was empty. 
Offender was transported 
to EmCo Jail.

Officer responded to Lee 
St. in reference to a sto-
len vehicle. Complainant 
stated he left his car in 
the front yard with the 
key in it and suspects who 
would have taken it but 
does not know where she 
would be.

Officer was dispatched 
to the area of Cross Roads 
Church in reference to 
complainant wanting 
a male subject removed 
from his residence. Officer 
located c/p who stated 
he did not want the male 
subject back at his resi-
dence. Officer asked c/p 
where the male subject 
was, and he stated that he 
was probably at his niece’s 
house. While speaking 
with c/p, officer could 
smell a strong odor of 
alcoholic beverage coming 
from his person. Officer 
asked c/p how much he 
had to drink, and he stat-
ed that was between him 
and the cans, but only had 
two. C/p’s speech was 
slurred, and his pupils 
were dilated. C/p stated 
that he just wanted to let 
law enforcement know 
that if the male subject 
went back to his house, 
he was going to kill him. 
Due to past incidents with 
c/p and knowing he has a 
drinking problem, officer 
placed him under arrest 
for public intoxication and 
transported him to EmCo 
Jail.

May 21
Officer responded to 

N. Coleman St. in refer-
ence to an armed robbery. 
Victim stated she woke up 
in her bed and a male sub-
ject was standing over her 
with a kitchen knife and 
began asking her what 
all she had in terms of 
high value items as well as 
cash. Victim told offender 
that she only had a few 
dollars on her and that 

she doesn’t carry cash. 
Offender began going 
through victim’s purse 
and her phone and asked 
her how much she had 
on her bank card. Victim 
told him she only had 
about $80 in the bank if 
that much. Offender told 
victim to get up and they 
were going to drive to the 
bank. The offender got 
in the driver’s seat and 
made victim get in the 
passenger seat and give 
directions to RFCU. When 
they got to the bank, vic-
tim told offender that the 
driver window would not 
roll down and he would 
have to open the door and 
he accused her of trying 
to set him up and made 
victim got out of the car 
to use the ATM. Offender 
kept telling victim not to 
act up and she walked 
around the front of the 
car and showed offend-
ed that she had $42 in 
the bank. Offender made 
victim withdraw $40 out 
and drove her back to her 
residence. Offender and 
victim went back inside 
where he wiped down all 
surfaces and told victim 
to go to her bedroom and 
shut the door and not exit 
for 10 minutes. Officer 
asked for information on 
the male subject and vic-
tim described him and 
stated she didn’t recog-
nize anything about him 
but stated she believes 
he knows people that she 
knows because he kept 
saying she needed to be 
more careful about who 
she hangs around with 
and that he was told she 
had a good job and he 
believed she should have 
more money than she 
had. Victim stated offend-
er took the kitchen knife 
with him when he left.

May 22
Officer was dispatched 

to Buddy’s Home 
Furnishings in reference 
to a stolen PS5 being at a 
Pawn Shop. Complainant 
stated that offender called 
Buddy’s stating that the 
PS5 that they have been 
looking for was at Tom’s 
Pawn. C/p also stated 
whose name the contract 
was in and that she had 
only made one payment. 
Buddy’s made multiple 
attempts to pick up the 
game, along with a TV. The 
female subject contacted 
Buddy’s telling them that 
the PS5 and TV was at 
a Colegrove Dr. address. 
When Buddy’s went to 
that address, offender let 
them take the TV but told 
them that the PS5 was not 
there. A few days later, 
offender walked into 
Tom’s Pawn and pawned 
the PS5. Officer contact-
ed offender and he stated 
he gave the female sub-
ject the money to get the 
game system back, but she 
refused to get it. Offender 
also stated that the female 
subject told him to take it 
to the pawn shop because 
she needed money.

May 23
Officer was contacted by 

the manager of Enmarket 

in reference to a shoplifter. 
Complainant advised that 
a male and female entered 
the store and began walk-
ing around and grabbed 
two cheeseburgers and 
two food bars and put 
them in his pocket. C/p 
advised the female picked 
up several items and paid 
for them with an EBT card 
and gave the name on the 
card. Officer was able to 
pull a photo of the name 
given and showed it to 
c/p who stated that was 
not the same guy that was 
in the store. Officer then 
viewed the store video 
footage and observed the 
male and female walk-
ing towards the store and 
observed the female take 
off a jacket and give it to 
the male and he put it 
on. They entered the store 
together and the male was 
observed putting items 
in his pocket. The sub-
jects left the store headed 
south and officer felt like 
they went to the Deluxe 
Inn and wanted to check 
to see if they had any-
one matching the descrip-
tions staying there. Officer 
spoke with management 
and showed them a pic-
ture of the two suspects 
and were advised that 
they were staying there 
and was given the room 
number. When the officer 
approached the room, the 
door was open, and he 
observed both suspects 
with the same clothing on 
as in the video footage. 
Officer advised both that 
they were under arrest for 
shoplifting and the male 
subject stated the female 
did not take anything. 
The female advised she 
paid for some of the items 
but not all of them. The 
food wrappers were in the 
trashcan inside the room. 
Both were placed under 
arrest and transported to 
EmCo Jail.

Officer was dispatched 
to WalMart in reference 
to theft by an employ-
ee. Complainant stated 
offender has taken money 
form the cash register on 
eight separate occasions. 
C/p reported offender 
would open the register 
during the checkout pro-
cess, give the customer the 
required change, drop a 
sum of cash on the floor, 
the retrieve it and pocket 
the money, totaling $180.

May 24
Officer was dispatched 

to Lewis St. in reference 
to someone going on 
complainant’s property. 
C/p stated a male subject 
keeps going to her house 
trying to talk to her two 
small daughter and peeps 
in the windows. C/p stat-
ed that in the past, offend-
er has pulled the window 
treatments down and 
looked in the window. 
C/p stated she does not 
know his name but knows 
what he goes by. C/p stat-
ed she has made several 
reports about this same 
thing. Officer went to the 
address that c/p gave for 
offender and knocked on 
the door, but there was 
no answer. While on the 
porch, officer observed 
mail laying around with 
a name, so he looked him 
up in the database and it 
came back to offender.

May 25
Officer observed a vehi-

cle pull into Emanuel 
Discount and get out of 
the vehicle. Offender was 
walking around the vehi-
cle and due to the busi-
ness being closed, officer 
pulled up and made con-
tact with offender. Officer 
asked offender what he 
was doing, and he stat-
ed that the vehicle was 
bouncing all over the 
road. Officer asked if the 
vehicle belonged to him, 
and he stated no - that he 
thought it belonged to the 
passenger. The passenger 
jumped out and stated the 
vehicle belonged to him. 
Officer asked offender for 
his license, and he stated 
he did not have his license 
on him, and the passen-
ger handed officer his ID. 
When running offender’s 
license, officer learned 
that they are suspend-
ed for child support and 
serious violations. Officer 
then asked if there were 
any illegal drugs in the 
vehicle and they both stat-
ed no. Officer sked if he 
could search the vehicle 
and they both stated yes. 
Upon the search, some 
marijuana shake was 
found in a pill bottle. The 
driver was advised that 
his license is suspended 
and was being arrested 
for driving on suspended 
license. When searching 
offender, a pill bottle con-
taining meth and a glass 
pipe was found. Offender 
was transported to EmCo 
Jail.

Swainsboro Police Reports

Elliott speaks to Brier Creek
The Brier Creek Chapter, 

Georgia Society Sons of 
the American Revolution 
held its monthly meet-
ing, Thursday night April 
6, 2023, at Walls Diner in 
Sylvania at 7:00 p.m. With 
President Wayne Howard 
presiding, there were 14 in 
attendance.  The program 
tonight was presented by 
Dan Elliott of the Lamar 
Institute.  He had a video 
and spoke on the “Arms 
of Ebenezer”.  Daniel was 
the speaker at the sec-
ond Annual Brier Creek 
Celebration that was held 
on March 11,  2017,  on the 
Battlefield picket line on 
Andy Chisom’s prop-
erty.  The following is 
Daniel’s bio:

Daniel Elliott has more 

than 48  years’ experi-
ence  in archaeology in the 
southeastern United States 
with diverse expertise in 
settlement patterning, 
prehistoric exchange net-
works, archaic studies, bat-
tlefield archaeology, and 
Ground Penetrating Radar 
surveying. 

Elliott has directed arche-
ological projects at the fol-
lowing locations; Ebenezer, 
Fort Hawkins, Ossabaw 
Island and Purysburg 
as well as many others 
sites.  Elliott is currently 
serving as the President of 
the LAMAR Institute here 
in Georgia. He lives with 
his wife and fellow archae-
ologist Rita and their dog 
Sheila in their Birdhouse in 
Rincon, Georgia.

DAN ELLIOTT TALKING WITH 
AIDYN, COMPATRIOT LEE HERRON’S 

GRANDDAUGHTER
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Jail Report
The following persons 

have been booked into 
Emanuel County Jail, 
according to Emanuel 
County Sheriff Jeffrey 
Brewer, on warrants 
obtained by one of sever-
al local law enforcement 
agencies, designated by 
each name: Drug Task 
Force (DTF); Georgia 
Bureau of Investigation 
(GBI) ;  Georgia 
Department of Pardons 
and Parole (GAPP); 
Georgia State Patrol 
(GSP); Emanuel County 
Sheriff’s Office (ECSO); 
Swainsboro Police Dept. 
(SPD); Stillmore Police 
Dept. (SMPD); Twin 
City Police Department 
(TCPD); Garfield Police 
Dept. (GPD); Adrian 

Police Dept. (APD); 
Child Support Recovery 
Unit (CSRU); Intensive 
Probation Service (IPS); or 
Probation Office (PROB).

Rodney James Bryant 
Jr, entered 5/21/23; 
Simp battery/Cruelty 
to children; released 
5/22/23; SPD

Robert James Bly, 
entered 5/21/23; Hold 
for out of county bill-
ing/Driving while unli-
censed/expired/Flee/
attempt to elude police; 
released 5/22/23; ECSO

Lasteefa Valencia 
Smiley, entered 
5/22/23; Theft/decep-
tion; released 5/24/23; 
ECSO

Michael Justin 
Johnson, entered 

5/23/23; Probation/
Superior court/Hold 
for Toombs Co/Hold 
for out of county billing; 
ECSO

Jessica Gail Copeland, 
entered 5/23/23; 
Trafficking in cocaine, 
illegal drugs, marijua-
na or meth/Probation/
Superior court; ECSO

Sylvester Clark, 
entered 5/23/23; Theft/
shoplifting; released 
5/24/23; SPD

Tomeka Ann Carlton 
Dekle, entered 5/23/23; 
T h e f t / s h o p l i f t i n g ; 
released 5/24/23; SPD

Timothy Braddy 
Hernandez, entered 
5/23/23; Theft/taking; 
released 5/24/23; SPD

Marcus Ashley 

Graham, entered 
5/24/23; Possession 
of meth/VGCSA poss 
of dangerous drugs/
VGCSA poss of danger-
ous drugs/VGCSA pos-
session of marijuana; 
ECSO

Lacey Lorraine Smith, 
entered 5/24/23; Theft/
shoplifting/Speeding 
15-29 MPH over/
VGCSA/vio ga control 
subst act/Firearm/knife 
posses/crime/attempt 
crime/VGCSA marijua-
na/poss less than oz; 
ECSO

Darrell Louis Brunette, 
entered 5/24/23; 
Burg lary/Burg lary ; 
ECSO

Raymond Andy 
Bush, entered 5/24/23; 

Burg lary/Bruga l ry ; 
ECSO

Latravis Bady, entered 
5/25/23; Possession of 
meth/Driving lic susp/
rev/VGCSA possession 
of drug related object; 
SPD

Ryan Elbert 
Rodriguez, entered 
5/25/23; Probation/
Superior court; ECSO

Cortney Stewart 
Jones, entered 5/25/23; 
Speeding 30+ MPH 
over/Driving lic susp/
rev/Reckless driving; 
released 5/25/23; ECSO

Asaf Lugo Rodriguez, 
entered 5/25/23; 
Driving while unli-
c e n s e d / e x p i r e d ; 
released 5/25/23; ECSO

Stephanie Dorenda 

Borden, entered 
5/25/23; Public drunk/
Disorderly conduct; 
released 5/26/23; SPD

Stephen Delmas 
Scott, entered 5/25/23; 
Open container/Child 
restraint violation/
Improper stopping 
on roadway/Driving 
lic susp/rev; released 
5/25/23; SPD

Anthony Marice 
Woods, entered 
5/25/23; Probation/
Superior court/Other/
VGCSA possession of 
drug related object/
VGCS marijuana/poss 
less than oz; SPD

Dijonnai Boatwright 
Miller, entered 5/25/23; 
Disorderly conduct; 
ECSO

Sheriff’s Reports
According to the Emanuel 

County Sheriff’s Office…
May 20
Victim stated his chi-

huahua dog is missing 
and he watched his 
cameras and saw where 
it went toward neigh-
bor’s/suspect’s house 
but never came back. 
Victim got the landowner 
to call the neighbor and 
ask if she had seen his 
dog and she stated she 
saw it and kept it over-
night but when she let 
it out, it never returned. 
Deputy asked suspect 
about the dog, and she 
stated she thought it was 
a stray, but victim stated 
he has watched suspect’s 
children play with the 
dog and suspect knows 
it belongs to the victim. 
Victim stated he got a 
video of suspect coming 
from his residence when 
the dog was in the yard.

Deputy was contacted 
in reference to a burglary 
on Egret Pl.

Deputies were dis-
patched to Island Dr. 
in reference to vehicles 
spinning tires and tear-
ing up the roadway.

Complainant reported 
he lost his motorcycle tag 
on Hwy 80 East.

May 21
Deputy was dis-

patched to Canoochee 
Rd. to assist a motorist 
with a flat tire. Motorist 
advised AAA was sever-
al hours away, so deputy 
transported the motorist 
to his residence on Lynn 
St.

Deputy was dis-
patched to Pinetucky Rd. 
in reference to a caller 
advising of a child walk-
ing alongside the road. 
Deputy traveled the area 
with no contact of any-
one walking by the road.

Deputy was dispatched 
to Sunset Dr. in reference 
to a verbal dispute.

May 22
Deputies and TCPD 

officer served an out-
standing warrant on 
offender on King St. 
in Twin City. Deputies 
knocked and announced 
themselves several times 
with nor response but 
could hear someone 
inside the house. After 
several attempts to get 
offender to come to the 
door, offender’s father 
pulled up to the home 
and stated his daughter 
called him at which point 
offender’s on opened the 
door and let them in. 
Deputy and officer took 
offender into custody 
and transported her to 
EmCo Jail.

Deputy was asked 
by SPD officer to check 
Pearl Rd. for a stolen 
trailer. Victim said it had 
a tracking device on it 
and it had a ping at the 
listed location. Deputies 
checked the area and did 
not see the trailer.

Complainant was 
assisted with the service 
of a writ of possession 
on Wheeler Dr. and sus-
pect’s belongings that 
were inside c/p’s resi-
dent were placed by 
the road. Suspect com-
plained that when she 
got a truck and went to 
retrieve her belongings, 
some of them were gone.

Deputy responded to 
N. Hall St. in Adrian in 
reference to an alarm call. 
Complainant advised 
she saw a male walk-
ing in her yard through 
her cameras when she 
was not home. Deputy 
checked all doors and 
windows and made con-
tact with c/p via phone. 
Deputy then made con-
tact with some neighbors 
who advised the per-
son seen on camera was 
another neighbor trying 
to retrieve his dog that 
had gotten loose.

Deputy responded 
to Williams Rd. in ref-
erence to complainant 

advising he let his land-
lord/offender borrow 
his vehicle and it had 
not been returned. C/p 
advised offender asked 
to borrow his vehicle for 
about 15 minutes and 
had not returned after 
almost six hours. C/p 
stated offender called 
him a few minutes prior 
to deputy’s arrival and 
advised the alternator 
went out on the vehi-
cle. C/p also stated that 
the day prior, offender 
went to his residence and 
punched c/p for no rea-
son and a week prior, 
offender stole a smart TV 
from him.

May 23
Deputy responded to 

Christopher Dr. in ref-
erence to vandalism to 
a vehicle. Complainant 
advised that he owned 
the truck and was sell-
ing it to offender and 
the vehicle was up for 
repossession due to late 
payments and when he 
went to retrieve it, he 
discovered that vehicle 
engine and transmission 
had been removed.

May 24
Deputy was dis-

patched to Moores Ferry 
Rd. in reference to a wel-
fare check.

Deputy responded to 
Modoc Rd. in reference 
to complainant hitting a 
deer.

Deputy observed a 
vehicle travelling at a 
high rate of speed and 
activated his radar to 
show the vehicle was 
going 62 MPH in a 45 
MPH zone, at which time 
he initiated a traffic stop. 
Upon approaching the 
vehicle, the driver was 
extremely nervous to 

include shaking, talking 
fast, and fidgeting with 
things. While speaking 
with the driver, deputy 
could smell marijuana 
coming from the vehicle 
and asked when the last 
time was that marijua-
na was smoked in the 
vehicle and she advised 
her friend smoked earli-
er but she had not, and 
he was probably smell-
ing a roach that was in 
the ash tray but there 
was nothing else in the 
vehicle. Deputy returned 
to his unit to verify the 
driver’s license and vehi-
cle and was informed 
that she was wanted 
by Swainsboro PD for 
shoplifting. Deputy 
approached the vehi-
cle and informed the 
driver to step out of the 
vehicle and place her 
hands behind her back. 
At this point, the driver 
became argumentative 
and was refusing, but 
was detained. During a 
search of the vehicle, two 
bags of marijuana were 
found. Offender stated 
that if Xanax was found 
inside the vehicle that it 
was hers and she had to 
have it, but it’s not pre-
scribed, and she bought 
them. The Xanax was 
located in the vehicle, as 
well as a firearm with 
ammo in the magazine 
that belongs to offender. 
Offender was transport-
ed to EmCo Jail.

Complainant contact-
ed ECSO to report the 
theft of a check from his 
mailbox on Friendship 
Church Rd. C/p 
explained that his home 
security system captured 
images of a vehicle driv-
en by a female parked in 

his driveway and after 
appx. five minutes, made 
a u-turn and drove out of 
the driveway. C/p stated 
his wife place a check in 
the mailbox and after the 
vehicle left, she checked 
the mailbox to find all 
the mail had been taken. 
C/p contacted their mail 
carrier who advised he 
had not picked up the 
mail. During the inves-
tigation, numerous 
residences in the area 
reported seeing the vehi-
cle driven by a female 
stopping at homes and 
checking their mailboxes 
and no one was familiar 
with the vehicle. It was 
later verified that the 
unknown female was an 
employee of USPS and it 
was her first day deliver-
ing mail alone and acci-
dentally picked up mail 
in the wrong area. The 
check was recovered.

May 25
Deputy was dispatched 

to John Deere Rd. in ref-
erence to a property dis-
pute.

Deputy observed 
a vehicle with no tag 
parked in the center of 
Findley Cemetery Rd. 
and upon running the 
tag, it was returned with 
canceled registration 
and no valid insurance. 
Deputy advised 911 to 
get a tow truck to retrieve 
the vehicle and check the 
contact info and attempt 
to make contact with the 
registered owner to see if 
he knew where the vehi-
cle was and advised him 
of the situation.

Deputies respond-
ed to New Hope Rd. in 
reference to a domes-
tic between boyfriend 
and girlfriend. A female 

was walking down the 
road and stated she got 
into an argument with 
her baby daddy and her 
brother got involved in 
the argument. She then 
became verbally aggres-
sive by raising her voice 
and using verbal lan-
guage, constantly stick-
ing her hands out in 
front of her and explain-
ing to deputies that she 
was ready to go to jail 
and wanted to sleep and 
had nowhere else to go. 
Deputies explained to 
her that she could not be 
arrested and taken to jail 
for no reason. She contin-
ued to walk so deputies 
responded to the incident 
address and made con-
tact with complainant, 
the female’s mother, who 
stated that the female 
became irate because 
she wouldn’t take her 
to town. C/p stated 
the female began argu-
ing with her boyfriend 
because he wanted to 
leave the residence, but 
the female wouldn’t let 
him. Deputy then spoke 
with the boyfriend who 
stated the same thing as 
c/p. He stated nothing 
more than a verbal argu-
ment occurred and was 
offered assistance leaving 
the residence. Before he 
could leave, the female 
returned and would not 
let him leave and began 
getting verbally abusive 
towards him and scream-
ing obscenities towards 
him. Due to the female’s 
behavior, she was placed 
under arrest for disor-
derly conduct and trans-
ported to EmCo Jail.

Deputy conducted 
a traffic stop on I16 for 
speeding.

Two sentenced in Superior Court
The following occurred during the Emanuel County Superior Court April 2023 term:
Walter Figueroa, negotiated a guilty plea on one count felony fleeing and eluding. He was fined 

$5,000 with five years to serve.; and one count possession of firearm by FOA with five years to serve. 
The defendant is sentenced for a total of five years and is to receive credit for time served in custody 
as determined by the custodian.

Jessica Hitchcock, repeat offender, negotiated a guilty-alford plea on one count theft by shoplifting. 
She was fined $1,000 with 10 years, two years to serve, bal. prob.; and one count possession of meth 
with three years, two years to serve, bal. prob. Defendant is sentenced for a total of 10 years, with the 
first two years to be served in confinement and the remainder to be served on probation. Defendant is 
to receive credit for time served in custody as determined by the custodian. Upon service of two years, 
the remainder of the sentence may be served on probation; PROVIDED, that the Defendant shall com-
ply with the Conditions of Probation imposed by the Court as part of this sentence. The court sentences 
the defendant as a recidivist under O.C.G.A. § 17-10-7(c).

Copeland arrested on methamphetamine charge
On Tuesday morning, 

May 23, deputies with 
the Emanuel Co Sheriff’s 
Office and an officer 
with the Department of 
Community Supervision 
initiated a search of a pro-
bationer’s resident after 
complaints of excessive 
traffic in and out of the res-
idence. During the search, 
50 grams of methamphet-
amine was discovered. 
Jessica Gail Copeland, 
32, of Swainsboro, was 
arrested and charged 
with Trafficking 
Methamphetamine. CONFISCATED DRUGS AND SCALESCOPELAND
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Call Melva at 478-237-9971 to help sell your unwanted items!
Homes for sale or rent • Apartments for rent • Land for sale 

• Yard and estate sales • Miscellaneous for sale • Pets/animals 
• Help wanted • Services offered

MISC NOTICES

   WE DO not knowingly 
accept advertisements that 
discriminate, or intend to 
discriminate, on any ille-
gal basis, nor do we know-
ingly accept employment 
advertisements that are 
not bona-fide job offers. 
All real estate advertise-
ments are subject to the 
Fair Housing Act. We do 
not accept advertising that 
is in violation of the law. 
The law prohibits discrim-
ination based on color, re-
ligion, sex, national origin, 
handicap, or family status.
   NEED TO SEND A COPY 
OF A DOCUMENT, LET-
TER, ETC., TO SOME 
PLACE IN A HURRY? 
The Forest-Blade can do 
the job for you in minutes 
with its fax machine. We 
can also receive copies of 
documents. For more in-
formation come by our 
office on West Moring Street.

PETS/ANIMALS FOR 
FREE/MISSING

Animal shelter — 
We have lots of great 
family dogs as well 
as great guard dogs.
   The shelter is always 
in need of donations of 
canned and bagged dog 
food. We appreciate any 
and every donation.
If you are missing a dog 
or have found a dog, 
please call the shelter at 
478-237-4040 to report it.
Visit us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/Eman-
uelCountyShelter or visit 
our visitor website, www.
petstablished.com/orga-
nization/1760/, to view 
our adoptable dogs.
Adoption fee is $35. This 
goes to pay for part of the 
spaying/neutering cost. 
The other $30 must be paid 
to the vet, by the owner 
after it has been spayed 
or neutered. Please call 
the shelter for details. 
Come visit our adoptable 
dogs at 343 Market St. in 
Swainsboro. We are open 
Monday through Friday, 
8-4, and Saturday, 8-12.

Used Church furniture 
for sale. 26 pews - 12' 6”; 
6 pews  - 7';  2 pews  - 10'. 
Pulpit furniture. Good 
condition.  Anyone in-
terested, call 706-360-
9441 or 706-360-6166.

FOR SALE

Pine Ridge Apartment for 
rent for 1 person.  $595 
Rent.  $750 deposit. Re-
frigerator, range, Central 
HVAC, Ceiling fans, wash-
er/dryer connections. 
Please call 478-494-8213 
between 9am and 4pm.

APARTMENT FOR RENT

RENTAL HOUSES/
STORAGE UNITS

H O L S O N B A C K 
RENTALS LLC:  
Homes - Apartments - 
Storage Units.  342 W. 
Main St.  478.419.1333.  
Mon - Fri from 9am - 
12pm, & 2pm - 5pm

YARD SALE

3 FAMILY YARD SALE
SAT., JUNE 3, FROM 
8AM UNTIL in the park-
ing lot of The Forest-Blade. 
Household items, cook-
ing utensils, silverware, 
clothes,  shoes, swim suits, 
misc.items, & much more 
ALL PRICED TO SELL!
2 FAMILY YARD SALE 
FRI., JUNE 2 FROM 7AM 
TO 5PM & SAT., JUNE 
3, FROM 7AM TO 3PM 
AT 259 - 258 Lake Luck 
Dr. Books, old mag-
azines, CDs, clothes, 
small furniture, dish-
es, odds and ends, and 
Christmas decorations.  

An individual is looking to 
buy or rent a small house/
fixer-uper in the city lim-
its. If you have anything, 
please call 912.293.3502.

LOOKING FOR
 A PLACE TO

 BUY  OR RENT

Subscribe to 
The Forest-Blade 
and receive the 
e-edition FREE.

Call Denise today

478.237.9971

Swainsboro Middle 
School 4th 9 weeks 
honor roll and star 

honor roll
6th Grade Honor Roll
Mylie Rae Beneteau, 

SanQuan Jabari 
Benjamin, Karlie 
Elayne Bettencourtt, 
Levi Parker Bishop, 
Haley Sh’riyah Brooks, 
RayAnna Danae 
Burnette, Gregory Owen 
Cheeks, Adalia Millyon 
Cloud, Brennan Taylor 
Collins, Aubrey Nicole 
Emmeriah Coney, 
Henslee Rachel Herring 
Green, Ar ’Shonti 
Quaniya Greene, 
Kaybreigh Alayne 
Hostilo, Rayleigh Nicole 
Hutcheson, Shaniyah 
Alyssa Marion, Lenox 
Jordan McNeely, Chianti 
Malaysia Mosley, 
Moriah Christacia 
Mosley, Gabriel King 
Polke, Christian Jalayah 
Pullen, Jeslee Vanessa 
Hernandez-Puon, Ana 
Laura Diaz-Santiz, 
Raylin Olivia Stapleton, 
Sara Grace Talledo, 
Jonathan Cliff Vautier, 
Raleigh Riona Walls, 
Hadley Jean Woods

7th Grade Honor Roll
Landon Ray Akridge, 

Johnny Lee Allen, 
Kamm’Rynn Ahmadd-
Krishawnn Bell, Ryan 
Ellis Bell, Chloe Leanne 
Boulineau, Gracee Jaye 
Brown, Nylah Aleah 
Brown, James Landon 
Claxton, Jared Elliot 
Coleman, Weston Tyler 
Foxworth, Layla Faye 
Headrick, Maranda 
Kania Jones, Gatlin 
Blas Martinez, Patrick 
Hanley Moorman, 
Jeffery Phillips, 
Elizabeth Rose Polke, 
Nikirra Jakayla 
Robinson, Edward 
Rodriguez, Sara Ann 
Smith, Arlin Lindsey 
Swanner, Hagan Brett 
Way, Toriah Dolleah 
Williams

8th Grade Honor Roll
Landon Hunter Beal, 

Colton Lanier Braswell, 
Luis Alfredo Ruiz-
Castano, Bryce Farrow 
Chapman, Baylee 
Addison Edwards, 
Emma Grace English, 
Alastoria July Eskew, 
Reese Dillard Hadden, 
Kyleigh Anne Hostilo, 
Derek LaQuan Hughes, 

Emma Jay Irvin, Aryah 
Kalani Demetria Lowe, 
Nathaniel Reese Loyd, 
TaRhea Ariyanna Mack, 
Dahlia Rose Nelson, 
Mason Gray Outlaw, 
Carlos Alberto Pacheco, 
Kailey Madison 
Phan, Alleson Taylor 
Price, Braylee Alexia 
Ricks, Rolan Billy 
Riner, Kaderiyounna 
Va’Shonda Simmons, 
Cullen Anthony Tapley, 
De’Oriah Aziya Tyzane 
Tillman

6th Grade Star Honor 
Roll

Jacob Dwight Carroll, 
Jamir Lamar Carter, 
Jeremiah LAJoel 
Davis, Angel Manuel 
G u a n o n - F l o r e s , 
Jaliyah Imani Hall, 
Juan Braxton Flores-
Hernandez, Sydney 
Karalynne Lively, Stella 
Kate Marsh, Maritza 
Saldana-Martinez, Ryan 
Paul McKenzie, Parker 
Grace Outlaw, Colton 
Thomas Sconyers, Isis 
Zakeria Trice, McKinley 
Lanette Walden, Samuel 
Bowen Ware, Raymond 
Michael Williams

7th Grade Star Honor 
Roll

Amelia Grace 
Clements, Kassidy 
DeNae Foots, Robert Joe 
Lee Hobson, Mariska 
Coral Hutcheson, Ethan 
Smith Mason, Vrusha P. 
Patel, Miranda Jaelyn 
Rich

8th Grade Star Honor 
Roll

Molly Jolynn Bird, 
Grayson Love Brassell, 
Lexsy Elizabeth Brown, 
Cameron Eamon 
Cummings, Dei’Vion 
Immanuel Lazarius 
Davis, Carly Morgan 
Jersey, Malyiah Marie 
Jones, Gi’Zyria Shi’Ann 
Kirkland, Zaylin 
Denae Lee, Lillian Josie 
Mason, Thomas Charles 
McCullough, Hannah 
Leanne McSpadden, 
Daylan Dennis Riner, 
Emma Grace Sconyers, 
Kaci Nicole Smith, Maci 
Ryne Sumner, Emilio 
Daniel Talledo, Lilly 
Addison Wheeler, Tyler 
Mackay Young
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ASSEMBLY OF GOD
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
529 S. Main St., 478-237-7535

BAPTIST
ADRIAN BAPTIST

210 N. Nora St., Adrian
David Oliver, Min., 478-668-3589

ANTIOCH PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
827 Antioch Church Rd., Twin City

Elder Jim Bowen, 912-763-3726

BAPTIST REST
 Twin City

Elder Mike Gray

BETHEL PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
231 Harmon Rd., 478-237-5387

BITHYNIA PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
2270 Hwy. 1 North

BLUNDALE BAPTIST
2675 Hwy. 1 North, 478-494-8538

Shannon Boula, Min.

CANOOCHEE BAPTIST
Twin City, 912-687-3449

Mark Wiggins, Min.

COMMUNITY BAPTIST
342 Market St., 478-237-6585

Lenard Richards, Min.

DELLWOOD BAPTIST
Hwy. 1 North

Joe Bedgood, Min.

EL BETHEL BAPTIST
1726 Fannie Brewer Rd., Twin City
Larry Jennings, Min., 478-763-2001

EMANUEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST
Adrian

EMANUEL MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
228 W Moring St., Swainsboro

Billy Brinson, Min.

FIRST BAPTIST
240 West Main St., 478-237-7564

Casey Shaw, Min.

FRIENDSHIP FREE WILL BAPTIST
Twin City, 912-585-4805

Will Jackson, Min.

GARFIELD BAPTIST
Hwy. 23, North, Garfield
Thomas Simmons, Min.

GETHSAMANE MISSIONARY BAPTIST
195 Nunez Lexsy Rd., 912-562-3825

Mario D. Webb, Min.

GREATER ST. JAMES MISSIONARY BAPTIST
423 Hopkins St., 478-237-5873

Melvin Adams, Jr., Min.

HARVESTER BAPTIST MISSION
939 W. Main St., 478-237-6461

HAWHAMMOCK BAPTIST
27 Hawhammock Church Rd., 478-237-3429

Cail Pressey, Min.

HEBRON BAPTIST
Old McLeod Bridge Rd., 478-237-6107

Ervin Stapleton, Min.

HEBRON PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH
Hebron Road, Garfield

Will Martin, Pastor

HILLCREST BAPTIST
990 Hwy. 1 North, 478-237-6477

Jonathan Shephard, Min.

HINES BAPTIST
Old Savanah Rd., Midville

KITE FIRST BAPTIST
Hwy. 57, Kite, 478-469-5241

Burton Dixon, Min.

LESTER GROVE MISSIONARY BAPTIST
213 Carver St., 478-237-7828

Charles Holloway, Min.

MIDVILLE FIRST BAPTIST
145 Kilpatrick St. Midville

478-589-7260

MORNINGSIDE BAPTIST
Rt. 1, Soperton

Victor W. Fordham, Jr, Min.

MOUNT GILEAD MBC OF CANOOCHEE
192 Little Canoochee Creek Rd., Twin City

Jerry Armstrong, Min., 478-237-2951

MOUNT OLIVET BAPTIST
1593 Mt. Olivet Church Rd., Garfield
J. Randy Graham, Min., 478-763-2411

MOUNT SHADY BAPTIST
Hwy 57 E., Mount Shady Rd., 912-682-1787

Rusty Moore, Min.

MOUNT ZION PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
106 Mt. Zion Church Rd.,
Elder Steve McNure, Min.

NEW HOPE PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
Lexsy

NORRISTOWN BAPTIST
731 Hwy. 221 South, Norristown

Adam Butler, Min.

NUNEZ BAPTIST
Hwy. 297, Nunez

Jim Harrell, Min., 912-562-3249

OAK CHAPEL BAPTIST CHURCH
Oak Chapel Rd., Kite

Bro. Tommy Henry, pastor
 478-494-1488

OAK GROVE MISSIONARY BAPTIST
629 Oak Grove Church Rd.,

Alfred Cason, Min.

OHOOPEE GROVE BAPTIST
Hwy. 297, Nunez

Allan Moss, Sr., Min., 912-562-3943

OLNEY PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
202 Thomson St., Oak Park
W.H. (Bill) Durrence, Min.

PENDLETON SPRINGS MISSIONARY BAPTIST
649 Pendleton Springs Rd., Vidalia

Mark Sweat, Min., 912-578-5606

PINEY GROVE MISSIONARY BAPTIST
Cross-Green, 478-589-7658

Michael Thomas, Min.

ROUNTREE CHAPEL
722 North Railroad Ave., Twin City
W.E. Johnson, Min., 478-763-3284

ROUNTREE ISLAND MISSIONARY BAPTIST
2859 Hwy. 56 N., Summertown

Richard Lawrence, Jr., Min., 478-589-7953

SAINT GALILEE MISSIONARY BAPTIST
Saint Galilee Church Rd., Summertown

Michael Thomas, Min.

SAINT PHILIP BAPTIST
231 South Racetrack St., 478-237-9562

James E. Love, Min.

SARDIS PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
1473 Wes Lawson Rd., Kite

Elder Sam Adkins, Min., 478-469-3084

SCARBORO BAPTIST
Scarboro Church Rd., Twin City

Larry Compton, Min.
478-763-2202

SMITH GROVE BAPTIST
50 Mixon Rd., 478-237-9920
Wilbert J. Kennedy Sr., Min.

SOUTHSIDE INDEPENDENT BAPTIST
336 Lambs Bridge Rd., 478-237-6057

Chad Kennison, Min.

SPRING HILL INDEPENDENT BAPTIST
901 Lambs Bridge Rd., 478-237-5269

Bert Flanders, Min.

SPRINGFIELD MISSIONARY BAPTIST
Hwy. 86, Oak Park

Willie Jackson, Jr. Min.

STILLMORE MISSIONARY BAPTIST
203 E. 3rd Ave., Stillmore

George E. Archer, Jr. Min., 912-562-3344

SUMMERTOWN BAPTIST
Church St., Summertown

John Durden, Min.

TRINITY MISSIONARY BAPTIST
311 McLendon St., 478-237-2038

Dr. Charles Wiggins, Jr., Min.

TWIN CITY FIRST BAPTIST
22 Railroad St., 478-763-2654

Louis Pearce, Min.

UNION CHAPEL BAPTIST
Garfield, 478-763-3755

UNITED PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
242 W. Main St., 229-424-6486

Elder Paul Thomas, Min.

WILLOW SPRINGS MISSIONARY BAPTIST
1950 Hwy. 80 East., 478-237-5004

CATHOLIC
HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC

928 West Main St., 478-237-6783
Fr. Christopher Orlega

CHRISTIAN
EMANUEL CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES

1338 Lambs Bridge Rd., 478-763-3014
Bo Fordham, Min.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
SWAINSBORO CHURCH OF CHRIST

653 Turner Dr., 941-960-4747
Darnell Brown, Min.

CHURCH OF GOD
BEACON OF HOPE CHURCH OF GOD

560 East Pine St., 478-237-8509
John Hancock, III, Min.

BLACKVILLE CHURCH OF GOD
12106 Hwy. 15 S., Adrian, 912-529-4959

Kip Boswell, Min.

EASTWOOD CHURCH OF GOD
512 Thigpen Dr., 478-237-5522

Andrew Flowers, Min.

OAK PARK CHURCH OF GOD
180 GA Hwy. 86 E., Lyons

912-578-5901

ADRIAN UNITED METHODIST
207 Poplar St., Adrian, 478-668-3559

Mark Hardin, Min.
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EPISCOPAL
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE 

GOOD SHEPHERD
621 West Main St.,478-237-7122

Steve Larson, Min.

GOSPEL
DIVINE FULL GOSPEL TEACHING MINISTRY

10 Maple Rd., Twin City
Mable Clark, Min., 478-289-8260

HOLINESS
COLEMAN TEMPLE HOLINESS

62 Overstreet Rd.
Robert Coleman, Sr., Min.

MARANATHA PENTECOSTAL HOLINESS
E. Main St., 912-237-3516

PERFECTED LOVE HOLINESS
1127 Hwy. 80 E., 478-237-4598

Dean Martin, II, Min.

WILLIAMS CHAPEL HOLINESS
415 Felix St., 478-289-6060

Apostle Clyde Fowler, Sr., Min.

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
KINGDOM HALL OF 

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
1064 Old Wadley Rd., 478-237-4525

METHODIST
ADRIAN UNITED METHODIST
207 Poplar St., Adrian, 478-668-3559

Mark Hardin, Min.

CALVARY UNITED METHODIST
421 South Main St., 478-237-2191

Tom Tidwell, Min.

COLEMAN CHAPEL AME
14 Kemp Rd., 

Samuel A. Cooper, Jr., Min.

EBENEZER UNITED METHODIST
Kemp Rd. & Ebenezer Church Rd.

Clarence A. Thompson Sr., Min.

FIRST UNITED METHODIST
319 West Main St., 478-237-7535

David Unkles, Min.

FRANKLIN GROVE UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH

Swainsboro 

GARFIELD UNITED METHODIST
105 Monroe St., Garfield

Bryan Price, Min., 912-425-1066

KEA’S UNITED METHODIST
Adrian, 478-668-3559
Mark Hardin, Min.

LAMB’S CHAPEL UNITED METHODIST
61 Lamb’s Chapel Road,Midville

Chad Watkins, Min.

MIDVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Midville • 589-7251 • 589-7837

Pastor Randy Carnley 

NEW BEULAH UNITED METHODIST
New Beulah Rd. near Twin City

MIDVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Midville • 589-7251 • 589-7837

Pastor Randy Carnley

POPLAR SPRINGS UNITED METHODIST
Adrian, 478-668-3559
Mark Hardin, Min.

TWIN CITY UNITED METHODIST
212 S. College St., Twin City

Mark Miller, Min., 478-763-2527

UNION GROVE UNITED METHODIST
1168 Herndon Rd., Midville

Randy Carnley, Min., 478-589-7251

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY 

SAINTS
463 West Meadowlake Pkwy., 478-237-2645

PENTECOSTAL
ADA GROVE PENTECOSTAL

1234 McGarrh Mill Pond Rd., 478-589-7122
Bishop T.V. Outen

PENTECOSTAL LIGHTHOUSE
Hwy. 1 North, 478-237-0923

Ronnie Young, Min.

OTHER
BROWN’S CHAPEL CENTER OF DELIVERANCE

515 N. Green St., 478-289-0075
Frankie O’Neal, Min.

CHURCH OF JESUS APOSTOLIC FAITH
511 Miller Dr., 478-237-5566

Elder Willie Freeman

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
304 W. Main St., Adrian

478-668-3624

CONSUMING FIRE MINISTRIES
710 Sycamore St., 478-299-4826

CORINTH 
1989 Meeks Rd., Kite

Wes Webb, Min., 478-688-3372

DUNAMOUS ALLIANCE MISSION OUTREACH
(Angel Food Ministry)

Missionary Leon Griffin 
237-7775

EMMANUEL WORSHIP CENTER
915 Old Nunez Rd., 478-237-1922

Kenneth Edge, Min.

FAITH MIRACLE REVIVAL FELLOWSHIP
426 William Rountree Rd., 478-237-5968

FAITH OUTREACH DELIVERANCE
216 S. Green St., 478-237-7545

Randy Thornton, Min.

GATEWAY WORSHIP CENTER
223 Shepard Rd., 478-455-2033

Jan Brantley, Min.

GOD’S HOLY TABERNACLE FOR ALL
398 Parrish Pond Rd., Twin City • 478-763-4475

GOD’S TABERNACLE
506 Railroad St., Twin City

Richard Herndon, Min., 478-763-3160

HOME OF THE APOSTLE OUTREACH MINISTRY
106 North Green St., 478-237-9873

Gary Hackett, Min.

JESUS SAVES
138 Hwy. 56 N Swainsboro, 478-455-4367

Brad McKenzie, Min.

LIVING WAY MINISTRIES
213 Oak Grove Church Rd., 478-299-2819

Elizabeth Cleo Howard, Min.

LOVE IN ACTION WORSHIP CENTER
661 S. Main St., 478-237-5263

MT. ZION 
1719 Mt. Olivet Church Rd., Garfield

Johnny Branch, Min.

NEW BEGINNINGS IN CHRIST
116 Augusta Rd., Twin City

478-763-2649

NEW BEGINNINGS WORSHIP CENTER
915 W. Main St., 478-279-2111

Tim Price, Min.

NEW BETHEL BELIEVERS IN CHRIST
328 Jerome St., 478-237-4082

NEW HOPE WORLD OUTREACH
211 Lee St., 478-237-0003
Jeanette H. Hardin, Min.

OPEN ARMS OUTREACH MINISTRY & PRAISE
503 5th Ave., Twin City

George E. Coleman, Min., 478-763-3189

OPEN DOOR FELLOWSHIP
224 B West Morning St., 478-268-2308

Pastor Dolly

PAGES OF LIFE CHRISTIAN
 WORSHIP CENTER

109 Jackson St., 478-419-5021
Marcella R. Hannah, Sr., Min.

POWERHOUSE OF DELIVERANCE 
ASSEMBLIES

547 Lewis St., 478-625-7028
Apostle Antonio T. Pringle, Sr., Min.

ROCK WORSHIP CENTER
302 S. 2nd St., Stillmore

912-562-3164
Ronnie J. Collins, Min.

SHEKANAH GLORY WORSHIP CENTER
859 Hwy. 1, 478-237-7686

Alice Stafford, Min.

ST. PAUL NOAH’S ARK AME
33 Humpback St. • Midville

478-237-9302
Minnie Pitts, Min. 

TEMPLE OF GRACE
51 Overstreet Rd., Swainsboro

478-289-7273

THE CROSSROADS
529 South Main St., 912-237-3498

Levi Carpenter, Min.

THE MESSAGE WORSHIP CENTER
609 New Street, Twin City

Paul Bowen, Min., 478-763-2720

THE SEED OF LIFE IS JESUS MINISTRIES
120 South Green St.

Jessie Mae Scott, Min.

VICTORY TEMPLE
318 Lucky St., 478-289-9844

WILLIAMS GROVE CHURCH OF THE LIVING 
GOD

302 W. Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd., 478-237-6917

WINGS OF PRAYER MINISTRIES
509 5th Ave., Twin City

James Davis, Min., 478-763-2410
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IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OS 
GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF                                      
CLARA VIRGINA ANDERSON, 
DECEASED
ESTATE NO. 23E0064
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF 
ADMINISTRATION
NOTICE
TO: ALL INTERESTED PARTIES, 
and to whom it may concern:
AMANDA ANDERSON NEAL has 
petitioned to be appointed admin-
istrator of the estate of 
CLARA VIRGINA ANDERSON, 
deceased, of said county. (The 

petitioner also has applied for 
waiver of bond, waiver of reports, 
waiver of statements, and/or 
grant of certain powers contained 
in O.C.G.A. 53-12-261.) All inter-
ested persons are hereby notified 
to show cause why said petition 
should not be granted. All objec-
tions to the petition must be in 
writing, setting forth the grounds if 
any such objections, and must be 
filed with the Court on or before 
JUNE 5,2023.
BE NOTOFOED FURTHER: All 
objections to the petition must 
be in writing, setting forth the 
grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to 
before a notary public or before 
a probate court clerk, and filing 
fees must be tendered with your 
objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact 
probate court personnel for the 
required amount of filing fees. If 
any objections are filed, a hearing 
will be held at a later. If No objec-
tions are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing.
Don E. Wilkes
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Jeanie Hooks
Clerk of the Probate Court
P.O. Box 70/125 South Main 
Street
Swainsboro, Ga. 30401
Address
(478) 237-7091
Telephone Number
|
STATE OF GEORGIA COUNTY 
OF EMANUEL
IN RE: ESTATE OF WILLIAM 
FRANK RICH, JR., DECEASED.
All creditors of the estate 
of William Frank Rich, Jr., 
deceased, late of Emanuel 
County, are hereby notified to 
render their demands to Richard 
M. McNeely, attorney for Debra 
C. Rich, Executor of the William 
Frank Rich, Jr., Estate, at P. O. 
Box 767, Swainsboro, Georgia 
30401, according to law, and all 
persons indebted to said estate 
are required to make immediate 
payment of any indebtedness due 
the estate.
This 3rd day of May, 2023.
RICHARD M. MCNEELY,
Attorney for Debra C. Rich,
Executor of the
William Frank Rich, Jr. Estate
Richard M. McNeely, P.C.
P.O. Box 767
Swainsboro, Georgia 30401
(478) 237-4225
|
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF	
GLYNN A. GARVIN, DECEASED
ESTATE NO. 23E0061
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF 
ADMINISTRATION 
NOTICE
TO: ALL INTERESTED PARTIES, 
and to whom it may concern:
SHIRLEY E. DOWD has peti-
tioned to be appointed admin-
istrator of the estate of GLYNN 
A. GARVIN, deceased, of said 
county.   (The petitioner has also 
applied for waiver of bond, waiver 
of reports, waiver of statements, 
and/or grant of certain powers 
contained in O.C.G.A. § 53-12-
261.)   All interested persons are 
hereby notified to show cause 
why said petition should not be 
granted.   All objections to the 
petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such 
objections, and must be filed with 
the Court on or before JUNE 5, 
2023.  

BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All 
objections to the petition must 
be in writing, setting forth the 
grounds of any such objections.  
All objections should be sworn to 
before a notary public or before 
a probate court clerk, and filing 
fees must be tendered with your 
objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party.  Contact 
probate court personnel for the 
required amount of filing fees.   If 
any objections are filed, a hearing 
will be held scheduled at a later 
date. If no objections are filed, the 
petition may be granted without a 
hearing.  
DON E. WILKES
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Jeanie Hooks
Clerk of the Probate Court P. O. 
Box 70 / 125 South Main Street
Swainsboro, Ga. 30401
Address
(478) 237-7091
Telephone Number
|
STATE OF GEORGIA COUNTY 
OF EMANUEL
IN RE: ESTATE OF DAVE HALL, 
DECEASED.
All creditors of the estate of 
Dave Hall, deceased, late of 
Emanuel County, are here-
by notified to render their 
demands to Richard M. 
McNeely, attorney for Mitchell 
Allen Hall, Administrator of 
the Dave Hall Estate, at P. O. 
Box 767, Swainsboro, Georgia 
30401, according to law, and all 
persons indebted to said estate 
are required to make immediate 
payment of any indebtedness 
due the estate.
This 15th day of May, 2023.
RICHARD M. MCNEELY,
Attorney for Mitchell Allen Hall,
Executor of the Dave Hall 
Estate
Richard M. McNeely, P.C.
P. O. Box 767
Swainsboro, Georgia 30401
(478) 237-4225
|
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS GEORGIA, 
EMANUEL COUNTY
All creditors of the estate of Pearl 
Lee Chance, decedent, late of 
Emanuel County, are hereby noti-
fied to render in their demands to 
Jerry N. Cadle, P.C., P.O. Box 68, 
Swainsboro, GA 30401 according 
to law, and all persons indebted to 
said estate are required to make 
immediate payment.
This 17th day of May, 2023.
Delois C. Jenkins and Miranda J. 
Parks, a/k/a 		
Berneverlvin Jenkins Parks, Co- 
Executrixes of the 		
	 Estate of  Pearl Lee 
Chance, decedent
Jerry N. Cadle, P.C.
P.O. Box 68
Swainsboro, GA 30401
|
GEORGIA, EMANUEL COUNTY
Notice is hereby given that 
CHANON TATE MINGLEDORFF, 
the undersigned, filed his petition 
to the Superior Court of Emanuel 
County, Georgia, on the 17th day 
of May,2023, praying for a change 
in the name of petitioner from 
CHANON TATE MINGLEDORFF 
to CHANON TATE ANDERSON. 
Notice is hereby given pursuant 
to law to any interested or affect-
ed party to appear in said Court 
and to file objections to such 
name change. Objections must 
be filed with said Court within 
thirty (30) days of the filing of said 
petition.
This the 17th day of May,2023.

KRISTIEN C. HALL, CLERK
EMANUEL COUNTY SUPERIOR 
COURT
JOH A. LEVIS
LEVIS LAW FIRM, LLC
POST OFFICE BOX 129
SWAINSBORO, GEORGIA 
30401
478.237.7029
|
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
Jonathan W. Shuker
Plaintiff,                                    Civil 
Action No. 23CV92
v.
Jessica L. Shuker
Defendant.
NOTICE OF SUMMONS 
SERVICE BY PUBLICATION
TO: Jessica L. Shuker, Defendant 
Named Above:
You are hereby notified that the 
above-styled action seeking 
Divorce [state the relief sought] 
was filed against you in said court 
on May 15th,2023, and that by 
reason of an order for service of 
summons by publication entered 
by the court on May 15th,2023 
you are hereby commanded and 
required to file with the clerk 
of said court and serve upon 
Jonathan Shuker, plaintiff, whose 
address is 115 E. Broad Street 
Twin City, an answer to the com-
plaint within sixty (60) days of the 
date of the order for service by 
publication. If you fail to do so, 
judgment by default will be taken 
against you for the relief demand-
ed in the complaint.
Witness the Honorable Robert S. 
Reeves, Judge of said Court. This 
the15th day of May,2023.
Clerk of Superior Court
Emanuel, County 
|
STATE OF GEORGIA COUNTY 
OF EMANUEL
IN RE: ESTATE OF MICHELLE 
LYNN HOWARD, DECEASED.
All creditors of the estate 
of Michelle Lynn Howard, 
deceased, late of Emanuel 
County, are hereby notified 
to render their demands to 
Richard M. McNeely, attor-
ney for Anthony L. Howard, 
Administrator of the Michelle 
Lynn Howard Estate, at P. O. 
Box 767, Swainsboro, Georgia 
30401, according to law, and all 
persons indebted to said estate 
are required to make immediate 
payment of any indebtedness 
due the estate.
This 25th day of May, 2023.
RICHARD M. MCNEELY,
Attorney for Anthony L. 
Howard,
Administrator of the 
Michelle L. Howard Estate
Richard M. McNeely, P.C.
P. O. Box 767
Swainsboro, Georgia 30401
(478) 237-4225
|
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS GEORGIA, 
EMANUEL COUNTY
All creditors of the estate of 
Jerome Edward Waller, Sr., dece-
dent, late of Emanuel County, are 
hereby notified to render in their 
demands to Jerry N. Cadle, P.C., 
P.O. Box 68, Swainsboro, GA 
30401 according to law, and all 
persons indebted to said estate 
are required to make immediate 
payment.This 25th day of May, 
2023.
Thomas Ryan Sconyers, 
Executor of the Estate of  		
Jerome Edward Waller, Sr., dece-
dent

Jerry N. Cadle, P.C.
P.O. Box 68
Swainsboro, GA 30401
|
NOTICE
FORECLOSURE OF RIGHT OF 
REDEMPTION
NOTICE TO: Rilene Gardner
And all other occupants or parties 
having an interest in the property 
described below:
PURSUANT TO O.C.G.A. 48-4-
45 ET SEQ PLEASE TAKE 
NOTICE THAT:
The right to redeem the following 
described property, to wit:
All that tract or parcel of land 
lying situate and being in the 
1560th G.M. District of Emanuel 
County, Georgia as shown on 
that particular plat of survey 
prepared by George William 
Donaldson, Surveyor, dated 
July 14, 1998 which was record-
ed in Plat Book 18, Page 231 of 
the Records of the Office of 
Clerk Emanuel Superior Court.  
Said plat by reference here-
to is incorporated herein for 
a full, complete and accurate 
description of said property.  
Said plat by reference here-
to is incorporated herein for 
a full, complete and accurate 
description of said property.  
Said tract of land being bound-
ed now or formerly as follows: 
North and East by lands of 
Sam F. Smith; South by lands 
of Theo Fountain, Jr.; and West 
by Rural Road no. 278.     This 
property is also designated as 
map and parcel No. 131 052.
This being the same parcel 
conveyed to Rilene Gardner 
by Warranty Deed dated June 
14, 1998 and recorded in 
Deed Book 130, Pages 300-
301, Emanuel County Superior 
Court Clerk’s Office.  
WILL EXPIRE AND BE 
FOREVER FORECLOSED AND 
BARRED ON THE 17th DAY OF 
JULY, 2023.
The tax deed to which this notice 
relates is dated the 6th day of 
November, 2018, and is record-
ed in the office of the Clerk of 
the Superior Court of Emanuel 
County, Georgia in Deed Book 
472, Pages 412-413.
The property may be redeemed 
individually or together at any 
time before 5:00 p.m. on the 17th 
day of July, 2023, by payment of 
the redemption price for each lot 
as fixed and provided by law to 
the undersigned at the following 
address:
John D. Newberry
Newberry & Newberry
Attorneys at law
P.O. Box 844
101 Gordon Street
Gray, GA  31032
(478) 986-5141
Please be governed according-
ly.
John D. Newberry, attorney for
Lehmon Espich
|
NOTICE
FORECLOSURE OF RIGHT OF 
REDEMPTION
NOTICE TO: Jimmy James Kelly
Veronica Kelly
And all other occupants or parties 
having an interest in the property 
described below:
PURSUANT TO O.C.G.A. 48-4-
45 ET SEQ PLEASE TAKE 
NOTICE THAT:
The right to redeem the following 
described property, to wit:
TRACT 1: One certain parcel 
or lot of land situate, lying and 
being in the 53rd G.M. District 
of Emanuel County, Georgia, 
containing 1.10 acres, more or 
less, of land by actual survey 
according to plat made by E.K. 
Hatten, County Surveyor, on 
September 23, 1950 and said 
plat being recorded in Deed 
Book DF, Page 420.   Said land 
being bounded on the North 
by U.S. Paved Highway #80; on 
the East and South by lands 
now or formerly owned by Mrs. 
John E. Henry; West by lands 
now or formerly of Mrs. Frank 
C. Mitchell.
TRACT 2: All that certain tract or 
parcel of land situate, lying and 
being in the 53rd G.M. District 
of Emanuel County, Georgia 
as shown on a plat prepared 
by Walter K. Maupin on July 3, 
1964 and recorded in Plat Book 
3, Page 56 of the Records of the 
Clerk, superior Court, Emanuel 
County, Georgia.   Said plat by 
express reference is hereby 
incorporated for a more full, 
complete and accurate descrip-
tion of said property.   Said 
property being bounded as 
shown on said plat, as follows: 
on the North by other property 
of Rufus Schwalls; on the East 
by West Street; on the South 
by other property of Mrs. Hattie 
C. Henry; and on the West by 
property of Mrs. Frank Mitchell 
and/or Mrs. Luck C. Mitchell 
Estate. 
TRACT 3: All that certain tract 
or parcel of land lying, situ-
ate and being in the 53rd G.M. 
District of Emanuel County, 
Georgia, containing 0.115 
cares, more or less, and desig-
nated as Parcel #2 on that par-
ticular plat of survey prepared 
by George William Donaldson, 
Surveyor, dated July 15, 2002, 
which is recorded in Plat Book 
18, Page 689 of the Records of 
the Office of the Clerk, Emanuel 
superior Court.   Said plat by 
reference hereto is incorpo-
rated herein for a more full, 
complete and accurate descrip-
tion of said property.   Said 
tract of land being bounded, 
according to said plat, now or 
formerly, as follows: North by 

lands of Jimmy Schwalls; East 
and south by other lands of 
James R. Gilmer, formerly as 
Mrs. Hattie C. Henry; and West 
by lands of Luck F. Gambrell
This being the same parcels 
conveyed to Jimmy James 
Kelly and Vernoica Ann Kelly 
by Quitclaim Deed October 
22, 2014 and recorded in Deed 
Book 407, Pages 338-339 and 
conveyed to Jimmy James 
Kelly by Warranty Deed dated 
June 22, 2012 and recorded 
in Deed Book 371,Page 70-72, 
Emanuel County Superior 
Court Clerk’s Office.   Tax Map 
and Parcel Number 058 006
WILL EXPIRE AND BE 
FOREVER FORECLOSED AND 
BARRED ON THE 17h DAY OF 
JULY, 2023.
The tax deed to which this notice 
relates is dated the 6th day of 
November, 2018, and is record-
ed in the office of the Clerk of 
the Superior Court of Emanuel 
County, Georgia in Deed Book 
472, Pages 402-403.
The property may be redeemed 
individually or together at any 
time before 5:00 p.m. on the 17th 
day of July, 2023, by payment of 
the redemption price for each lot 
as fixed and provided by law to 
the undersigned at the following 
address:
John D. Newberry
Newberry & Newberry
Attorneys at law
P.O. Box 844
101 Gordon Street
Gray, GA  31032
(478) 986-5141
Please be governed according-
ly.
John D. Newberry, attorney for
Lehmon Espich
|
CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION 
DETERMINATION
Water    System Improvements 
Project City of Oak Park (WSID # 
1070002) Emmanuel County, GA
ARPA GA-0006666
The Georgia Environmental 
Protection Division (EPD) has 
conducted a review of the above 
subject project in accordance 
with the State’s Environmental 
Review Process (SERI’) for a 
State American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) fund. The EPD has deter-
mined that this project is eligi-
ble for a categorical exclusion. 
Accordingly, the EPD is exempt-
ing the project from further sub-
stantive environmental review 
requirements under Georgia’s 
SERP.
The proposed project involves 
installing a water softener system 
at the existing well and backwash 
septic drain field to receive the 
backwash from the water soften-
er system. Additionally, the pro-
posed work will include the drill-
ing of a well as a backup water 
source, and the construction of 
a new well house and chemical 
building.
This project is eligible for a 
Categorical Exclusion because 
it meets the following specific 
criteria, outlined in the DWSRF 
SERI’: Improvements to existing 
surface or ground water treatment 
plants, including improvements to 
enhance security, which do not 
add a significant change in treat-
ment capacity. Furthermore:
The project will not require issu-
ance of a new or modification 
of an existing ground water or 
surface water withdrawal permit.
The project is not known or 
expected to have a significant 
adverse effect on the quality of 
the human environment, either 
individually, cumulatively over 
time, or in conjunction with other 
Federal, State, local or private 
actions.
The project is not known or 
expected to directly or indirectly 
have a significant adverse effect 
on or threatened species; or envi-
ronmentally important natural 
resource areas, such as flood-
plains, wetlands, important farm-
lands or aquifer recharge areas; 
and cultural resource areas, such 
as archaeological and histor-
ic sites; habitats of endangered 
species;
The action is cost-effective and is 
not expected to cause significant 
public controversy.
This determination shall become 
effective after thirty (30) days 
following its distribution by EPD 
and can be revoked if signifi-
cant adverse information is made 
available. The documentation to 
support this decision is on file 
with the Georgia Environmental 
Protection Division and is avail-
able for public scrutiny upon 
request. A copy of the proposed 
project documentation is also 
available for review at the City 
Hall in Oak Park, Georgia.
All interested agencies, groups 
and persons supporting or dis-
agreeing with this decision are 
invited to submit written com-
ments, within thirty (30) days of 
the publish date of this notice to:
Georgia Environmental Protection 
Division ATTN: Duplex Tchinda, 
Environmental Engineer Drinking 
Water Program
2 Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive, 
SE, Suite I052 East Atlanta, 
Georgia 30334-9000
After evaluating the comments 
received, EPD will make a final 
decision regarding approval of the 
project planning documents. No 
administrative action will be taken 
on the project for thirty (30) calen-
dar days after publication of this 
Notice in a local newspaper that 
serves the City of Oak Park area.
Publish Date: 1/19/2023
Patel Manny, Program Manager 
Drinking Water Program
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