


1987 - John Roberts
1988 - Robert Darling
1990 - Jimmy Morgan
1991 - H.G. Harris
1992 - Ed Schwabe
1993 - Willie Gunn
1994 - Sypper Young-

blood

1995 - Bill Rountree
1996 - Neal Baker
1997 - John Loren Dekle
1998 - Richard McCon-

nell
1999 - Wes Stramoski
2000 - Tobe Karrh
2001 - Raymond Hendrix

2002 - Joe Hoke
2003 - Judge Charles 

Brewer
2004 - Jack Brannon
2005 - Olen Flanders
2006 - Edwin Canady
2007 - Chip Durden
2008 - Jimmy Morgan

2009 - Swainsboro Ki-
wanis Club

2010 - Senator David 
Gambrell

2011 - Rodney Kellum
2012 - Dr. John Black
2013 - Bill Rogers Jr.
2014 - L.C. “Shot”  

Strange
2015 - Daisy Reeves
2016 -Mack Griffin 

   2017 - Charles Schwabe
2018 - Milton Gray
2019-  Tim Goodman

    2021 – Wade Johnson
   2022 - Lynn Brinson
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Grand Marshals who have led the Pine Tree 
Festival Parade from 1987 to 2022

Did you 
Know...

Pine tree 
needles can 

range
 in length 

from 1 inch 
to 11 inches.



 1946 - I.L. Price
   1947 - Cliff E. Reed
   1948 - James H. Mor-

gan
   1949 - W.O. Phillips
   1950 - J.F. Mathis, Jr.
   1951 - J.D. McLeod
   1952 - Henry Brooks
   1953 - V.E. Glenn
   1954 - Carlton Dekle
   1955 - J.D. Cruce
   1956 - Bobby Sasser, Sr.
   1957 - Robert Roach
   1958 - Al Hagan
   1959 - Bill Rountree
   1960 - Neal Baker and 

John Roberts
   1961 - Jim Fason and 

John Loren Dekle
   1962 - Austin Avery
   1963 - Russell Paige
   1964 - Tom Kell
   1965 - J.T. Bailey
   1966 - Jerome Walker
   1967 - George Mason
   1968 - 1974 - Doc Mc-

Bride
   1975 - Clark Riley
   1976 - Olan Flanders
   1977 - Bill Schofill
   1978 - Doc McBride
   1979 - Hulon Madeley

   1980 - Ed Schwabe
   1981 - Leroy Hayes
   1982 - Edwin Canady
   1983 - Cliff Walton
   1984 - Ed Bolton
   1985 - Roger Peebles 

and Doc McBride
   1986 - Harvey Netter-

ville
   1987 - Roger Peebles
   1988 - 1989 - Roger 

Shaw
   1990 - Gary Hodges
   1991 - Joe Hoke and 

Johnny Ray Stafford
   1992 - Julian Sconyers

   1993 - R.C. Dominey
   1994 - L.H. Weise
   1995 - Frank Patrick
   1996 - Chip Durden
   1997 - Bob Hunter
   1998 - John Black
   1999 - Jim Daughtry 
   2000 - John Allen Bailey
   2001 - 2002 - Clay Hall
   2003 - Travis Garrett
   2004 - Clarence Thomp-

son
   2005 - Douglas Over-

street
   2006 - Tim Goodman
   2007 - James Smith

   2008 - Clay Hall and 
Athen Walden

   2009 - Athen Walden 
and Bill Rogers Jr.

   2010 - Athen Walden
   2011 - Donna Brinson
   2012  - Jen Meadows
   2013 - Wade Johnson
   2014 - Wade Johnson
   2015 - Wade Johnson
   2016 - Wade Johnson
   2017 - Eliza Noles
   2018 - Eliza Noles
   2019 - Ken Warnock
   2021 - Ken Warnock

      2022 - Ken Warnock

Strange
2015 - Daisy Reeves
2016 -Mack Griffin 

   2017 - Charles Schwabe
2018 - Milton Gray
2019-  Tim Goodman

    2021 – Wade Johnson
   2022 - Lynn Brinson
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  Past chairmen of the Pine Tree Festival
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Queens of the Pine Tree Festival Pageant
The crowning of the 

Pine Tree Festival Queen 
is a highlight of the annual 
festivities. The queen and 
her court ride in the fes-
tival parade, and former 
queens have been invited. 
Queens from the very first 
festival in 1946 to present 
are:

   1946 - Ann Garrett
   1947 - Betty Jean Mead-

ows
   1948 - Betty Page
   1949 - Betty West
   1950 - Bunny Bailey
   1951 - Fayette Bell
   1952 - Maurice Martin
   1953 - Emily Coleman
   1954 - Nella Sheppard
   1955 - Linda Dekle
   1956 - Meredith Jenkins
   1957 - Becky Lamb

   1958 - Patsy Edenfield
   1959 -Jo Anne Kemp
   1960 - Dottie Kea
   1961 - Margaret 

Hutcheson
   1962 - Ramonda Ham-

mock
   1963 - Bebe Durden
   1964 - Martha Smith
   1965 - Mary Walden
   1966 - Sara Steinberg
   1967 - Barbara Black
   1968 - Linda Sconyers
   1969 - Margaret Anne 

Watson
   1970 - Paulette Brown
   1971 - Paulette Gay
   1972 - Kathy Smith
   1973 - Agatha Durden
   1974 - Lisa Youmans
   1975 - Kathy Register
   1976 - Kitty Kemp
   1977 - Vicki Howard
   1978 - Debra Donald-

son
   1979 - Lynda Brannen
   1980 -Tammy Martin
   1981 - Donna Hooks
   1982 - Mary Pate Evans
   1983 - Pam Grimes
   1984 - Kathy Kent
   1985 - Angie Waters
   1986 - Stephanie Moore
   1987 - Donna Speir
   1988 - Gail Hooks
   1989 - Beth Bridges
   1990 - Brandi Canady
   1991 - Brandi Johnson
   1992 - Mary Beth 

Campbell
   1993 - Cindy Thomp-

son
   1994 - Jill Stephens
   1995 - Heather Eden-

field
   1996 - Angie Kirkland
   1997 - Rhaney Fowler
   1998 - Gidget Durden

   1999 - Erin Williamson
   2000 - Leigh Anne Hut-

to
   2001 - Beth Hopkins
   2002 - Jodi Johnson
   2003 - Calli Scarboro
   2004 - Tiffany Akridge
   2005 - Leah Lanier
   2006 - Tiffany Lynn 

Hine
   2007 - Kacie Oglesby
   2008 - Taylor Breedlove
   2009 - Molly Elizabeth 

Sconyers
   2010 - Maegan Nicole 

Jackson
   2011 - Jordan Mason
   2012 - Bridget Lee
   2013 - River Hendley
   2014 -Caitlyn Coleman
   2015 - Jillian Edenfield
   2016 - Lelyn Stewart
   2017 - Amy Akridge
   2001 - Beth Hopkins

   2002 - Jodi Johnson
  2003 - Calli Scarboro
  2004 - Tiffany Akridge
  2005 - Leah Lanier
  2006 - Tiffany Lynn 

Hine
  2007 - Kacie Oglesby
  2008 - Taylor Breedlove
  2009 - Molly Elizabeth 

Sconyers
  2010 - Maegan Nicole 

Jackson
  2011 - Jordan Mason
  2012 - Bridget Lee
  2013 - River Hendley
  2014 -Caitlyn Coleman
  2015 - Jillian Edenfield
  2016 - Lelyn Stewart
  2017 - Amy Akridge
  2018 - Sydney Dorsey
  2019 - Morgan Taylor
  2021 - Bralie Dorsey
  2022 -Aubrey  Harri-

son    



Queens of the Pine Tree Festival Pageant
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Annual Knotty Pine 5K slated for May 6
The 2023 Knotty Pine 5K 

Run will take place again 
this year as part of the An-
nual Pine Tree Festival.  The 
Swainsboro Kiwanis Club is 
the sponsor for the Knotty 
Pine 5K.  This year’s 5K race 
will begin at 8:00 am on Sat-
urday, May 7 and at the cor-
ner of Green and Pine Street 
and end at the same place.  
Registration begins at 7:00 
am, with the awards cere-
mony following the finish 
of the race at approximately 
9:15 am.  The entry fee for 
the 5K is $25 for pre-regis-
tration before April 24 and 
$30 after April 24 and on 
the day of the race.  Runners 
entering before April 24 will 
be guaranteed a 2023 Knotty 
Pine t-shirt. COVID-19 safe-
guards will be observed, 

with all present requested 
to wear face covering except 
those actively running in the 
5K.  Runners and all specta-
tors and workers should ob-
serve safe distancing.  Med-
als for 1st  Overall Male & 
Female and 1st Masters Male 
& Female and the top 3 male 
& female finishers in the 5K 
in each age group:  10 & un-
der, 11-19, 20-29, 30-39, 40-
49, 50-59, 60-64, 65 & older.  
Entry forms are available 
at the Swainsboro Emanuel 
County-Chamber of Com-
merce or be obtained online 
at www.pinetreefestival.org 
or www.swainsborokiwanis.
org.  Applications and infor-
mation can also be obtained 
by calling Tim Goodman at 
478-494-4741 or by emailing 
goodman@ega.edu.  SCENE FROM LAST YEAR’S EVENT
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Annual Knotty Pine 5K slated for May 6

SCENE FROM LAST YEAR’S EVENT

Pine Tree Festival Slogans
1947 - “Stop Forest Fires.”
   1948 - “Keep Georgia 

Clean” 
   1949 - “Dollars Grow on 

Pine Trees” 1950 -  Provide” 
   1951 - “Plant and Protect 

Pines for Prosperity; Burn for 
Poverty” 

   1952 - “Green Pines for 
Greenbacks; Burn for Set-
backs” 

   1953 - “Learn, Don’t 
Burn” 

   1954 - “Shine With Pines” 
   1955 - “Keep Pines Alive 

in ‘55” 
   1956 - “Green Pines for 

Happy Times” 
   1957 - “Georgia Shines 

with Emanuel Pines” 
   1958 - “Pines Pay Day to 

Day” 
   1959 - “Dollars and Dimes 

Increase with Pines” 
   1960 - “Make a Spot for 

Your Pine Tree Plot” 
   1961 - “Ring Out the 

Chimes for Emanuel Pines”
   1962 - “Pines Served Us 

Well Since 1812” 
   1963 - “Industry and 

Pines Make Emanuel Fine” 
   1964 - “Pines are Tops in 

Emanuel Crops” 
   1965 - “Pines Bring Cheer 

in the 25th Year” 
   1966 - “As Pines Grow 

Old, They Turn to Gold”
   1967 - “Pines Have a Place 

in this Age of Space” 
   1968 - “Pines are the 

Means in the Age of Ma-
chines”

   1969 - “Pines Open the 
Door to Industry Galore” 

   1970 - “With Pines to 
Show, Emanuel Will Grow” 

   1971 - “Emanuel Coun-
ty Didn’t Miss the Boat, It 
Planted Pines to Stay Afloat” 

   1972 - “Bees Make Honey 
-  Pines Make Money” 

   1973 - “Keep Pines Alive 
and Watch Emanuel Thrive” 

   1974 - “Needle-less to Say 

-  Pines are Here to Stay” 
   1975 - “Since ‘45 We Still 

Strive to Keep Pine Trees 
Alive” 

   1976 - “Let’s Honor the 
Red, White and Blue and 
Our Pine Trees, Too” 

   1977 - “Pines We Grow 
-  Progress We Show” 

   1978 - “People are Here 
Today - Pines are Here to 
Stay” 

   1979 - “Save Energy and 
Time - Protect Our Pines in 
‘79” 

   1980 - “Pine Tree Pride -  
The 35th Time” 

   1981 - “Pines Preserved 
-  Energy Conserved” 

   1982 - “Pines Will See Us 
Through in ‘82” 

   1983 - “Pines are a Bounty 
for Emanuel County”  

   1984 - “Pines Galore in 
‘84” 

   1985 - “God Made All 
Trees Big and Tall, But the 
Beautiful Pine Tree Tops 
Them All” 

   1986 - “Plant Pines -  Plant 
a Future”

   1987 - “Where Would We 
Be Without a Pine Tree” 

   1988 - “Let’s Honor Our 
Pines For the 43’rd Time”

   1989 - “Fill Your Pockets 
With Pine Tree Profits” 

   1990 - “Stop Polluting 
and Start Saluting Pines” 
   1991 - “Plant Pines in ‘91 
-  Grow Jobs For Everyone” 

   1992 - “Let’s Do Our 
Share -  Plant Pines For Profit 
and Clean Air”

   1993 - “Planting Pines in 
‘93 Means Prosperity for You 
and Me” 

   1994 - “Give Pine Trees 
Our Salute Because They 
Bring in Lots of Loot”

   1995 - “Emanuel, the 
Lean, Green, Growing Ma-
chine” 

   1996 - “Use Your Mind, 
Save Our Pines”

   1997 - “Georgia Pine on 
My Mind” 

   1998 - “The Emanuel Pine 
Will Forever Shine”

   1999 - “The Pine Tree -  
Emanuel County’s Future” 

   2000 - “Festival of Pines is 
Still Alive at ‘55”

   2001 - “Pines Are No. 1 
in 2001” 

   2002 - “Plant A Pine, Your 
Future Will Shine”

   2003 - ”A prosperous fu-
ture the Georgia pine brings 
- in a land where freedom 
rings” 

   2004 - ”Let Your Dreams 
Soar in 2004, Plant a Pine.”

   2005 - “Georgia Pines: A 
TREEmendous Resource” 

   2006 - “Pines Growing 
Keeps Our Economy Grow-
ing”

   2007 - “Think Smart! 
Think Future! Plant Pines!”

   2008 - “Just Plant One” 
   2009 - “You’ll Grow to 

Love the Georgia Pine” 
   2010 - “Time to Shine 

With Georgia Pines” 
   2011 - “2011 Feels So 

Fine, Just Like Dollars From 
a Pine” 

   2012- “200 Years of the 
Amazing Pine Have Made 
Emanuel County Fine”

   2013 - “Pines Grow Green 
in Twenty-13”

   2014 - “Georgia Pines are 
on My Mind”

   2015 - “The Mighty Pine, 
Tall and Lean - Strong as 
Ever in 2015”

   2016 - “Goin’ Pine Tree 
Green in 2016”

   2017 - “Emanu-
el County Pines... The 
Heartbeat of the South” 
   2018 - “Emanuel County: 
Where the Towns are Small 
and the Pines are Tall”

   2019 - “Needles Are 
Green. Cones Are Brown. 
The Pine Tree Festival Is Fun 
All Around!”

2021- “Pines lead the way 
to back to a brighter day”

2022 – ““Growing for Gen-
erations to Come”

2023 - Celebrating Eman-
uel County’s Tree-mendous 
Industry”
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2022 FOR-PROFIT PINE TREE FESTIVAL FLOAT WINNER - INTERFOR



12 The Forest-Blade • Kiwanis • Swainsboro, Georgia • April 26, 2023  

2022 NON-PROFIT PINE TREE FESTIVAL FLOAT WINNER - DAVID EMANUEL ACADEMY



2022 NON-PROFIT PINE TREE FESTIVAL FLOAT WINNER - DAVID EMANUEL ACADEMY
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2022 MISS PINE TREE
McKenzie Tucker, 3rd Runner Up and Prettiest Dress 

Grace Catherine Hood, 1st Runner Up and Photogenic Winner
Aubrey Rae Harrison, Miss Pinetree Festival Queen and Prettiest Smile 

Hollan Leigh Coleman, 2nd Runner Up 
Kaitlyn Suzanne Reininger, 4th Runner Up and Prettiest Hair 

2022 JR MISS PINE TREE
Rayleigh Nicole Hutcheson, 3rd Runner Up 

Shelby Cate Phillips, 1st Runner Up
Wynslee Morris, Jr Miss Pinetree Festival Queen and Prettiest Smile 
Gracee Jay Brown, 2nd Runner Up, Photogenic and Prettiest Dress 

Lauren Thompson, 4th Runner Up 
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2022 JR MISS PINE TREE
Rayleigh Nicole Hutcheson, 3rd Runner Up 

Shelby Cate Phillips, 1st Runner Up
Wynslee Morris, Jr Miss Pinetree Festival Queen and Prettiest Smile 
Gracee Jay Brown, 2nd Runner Up, Photogenic and Prettiest Dress 

Lauren Thompson, 4th Runner Up 
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2022 TEEN MISS PINE TREE
Katelyn Harris, Prettiest Dress 

Kailey Thompson, 3rd Runner Up and Prettiest Smile 
Jlynn Hicks, 1st Runner Up 

Anna Smith Willoughby, Teen Miss Pinetree Festival Queen
Madison Nicole Altman, 2nd Runner Up and Photogenic Winner 

Jada Kate Monroe, 4th Runner Up 
Not Pictured:  Zoey Evageline Izabella Ogelsby, Prettiest Hair 

Did you know...
The Southern United States has a special pine nut coffee. Jam made 
from pinecone is widely eaten in Ukraine, Georgia, and Russia. Pine 

cones have also been declared the state flower of Maine. 
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2022 YOUNG MISS PINE TREE
Paris Howard, 3rd Runner Up 

Presley Rayne Peagler, 1st Runner Up 
Nevaeh Peason Astelle Locklear, Young Miss Pinetree Festival Queen and Prettiest Hair 

Alaina Martin, 2nd Runner Up 
Finley Rae Wallace 4th Runner Up and Prettiest Dress 
Not Pictured:  Emma Rae Mason, Photogenic Winner 

Ava Kate Villegas, Prettiest Smile 
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2022 LITTLE MISS PINE TREE
Jenna Lynn Cox, 3rd Runner Up, Photogenic and Prettiest Dress 

Harper Leigh Shephard, 1st Runner Up 
Ayla Brooke Marsh, Little Miss Pinetree Festival Queen and Prettiest Smile 

Leanna Scarboro, 2nd Runner Up 
Mille Lane Watkins, 4th Runner Up 

Paisley Taylor Johnson, Prettiest Hair 

Did you know...
The pine nuts are full of Vitamin B, K, and L. They also have 
a rate of magnesium, manganese, and protein. Pine needles 

contain Vitamin C and are useful in cold, flu, and scurvy. 
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2022 TINY MISS PINE TREE
Braylee Jade Williams, 3rd Runner Up, Prettiest Dress and Prettiest Smile 

Cambryn Dessie Sapp, 1st Runner Up and Prettiest Hair 
Cassie Mary Pearl Selph, Tiny Miss Pinetree Festival Queen 

Lanie Branch, 2nd Runner Up and Photogenic Winner 
Lily Elaine Dunn, 4th Runner Up 



2022 TINY MISS PINE TREE
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2022 BABY MISS 
PINE TREE

Aneyah Dyme Stephens, 3rd Runner Up 
Ava Claire Edenfied, 1st Runner Up 

Sunny Suzanna Harper, Baby Miss Pinetree Festival and Prettiest Smile 
Remi Grace Sage Butler, 2nd Runner Up and Prettiest Dress 

Emree Kate Floyd, 4th Runner Up 
Left to Right Alaya Martinez, Prettiest Hair 

Mykie Jade Black, Photogenic 
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2022 TODDLER MISS PINE TREE
Palmer Jean Bell, 3rd Runner Up 

Lola Finleigh Collins, 1st Runner Up 
Henley Rae Jernigan, Toddler Miss Pinetree Festival and Photogenic Winner 

Mary Catherine Jordan, 2nd Runner Up 
Tinsley Ray Brett, 4th Runner Up 

Willow Paige Hunt, Prettiest Dress and Prettiest Hair 



28 The Forest-Blade • Kiwanis • Swainsboro, Georgia • April 26, 2023  

2022 WEE 
MISS PINE TREE

Hadley Reece Poole, 3rd Runner Up and Photogenic Winner 
Ella Kate Bennett Sapp, 1st Runner Up 

Sebastian Jolenne Trull, Wee Miss Pinetree Festival and Prettiest Smile 
Amelia Kelly, 2nd Runner Up and Prettiest Dress 

Ava Bautista, 4th Runner Up 
Not Pictured: Ivy Makay Adams, Prettiest Hair 

Did you know...
Both male and female pine trees produce woody cones. 

The female cones produce seeds, while the male cones pro-
duce the pollen.
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About various species 
of pines

The loblolly pine (Pinus taeda) can reach 120 feet in height but 
is normally between 40-70 feet tall. Loblolly pines prefer full sun 
and do not tolerate salt. They are propagated by seed and are hardy. 
Slash pines (Pinus elliottii) grow up to 100 feet and 
grow rapidly. They prefer full sun on a wide variety of 
soils, including wet areas, and are moderately salt toler-
ant. Slash pines are propagated by seed and are hardy. 
The long leaf pine (Pinus palustris) is distinguished from 
other pines by its very long needles, which can be 14 inch-
es. Though the longleaf can grow to 100 feet, it is usual-
ly found in shorter versions. Long leafs have a moderate 
growth rate and are hardy. This pine prefers full sun and 
grows on a wide range of soils and is not salt tolerant. Long 
leaf pines start out as slow-growing trees for the first three 
years and do not transplant well unless they retain a large 
root ball. Propagation by seed is successful with the long leaf. 
The spruce pine (Pinus glabra) has dense foliage and is pro-
fusely branched. It grows up to 80 feet but is usually seen be-
tween 30-50 feet. Spruce pines have a moderate growth rate, 
are hardy, and are propagated by seed.
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Brinson leads as Grand Marshal in 75th 
Annual Pine Tree Festival Parade

Downtown Swainsboro was 
filled with laughter, smiles, 
and excitement last year as lo-
cals and non-locals gathered 
in celebration of the 75th An-
nual Pine Tree Festival and 
Southeast Timber Expo event.   
Activities kicked off Friday 
night, May 6 with the Rhythm 
& Pines Music Festival. Al-
though predicted rain and 
winds cancelled the planned 
performances of The Swing-
ing Medallions and the Gospel 
Stage, Friday night festival-go-
ers still enjoyed performances 
by Rhett Blount & Friends and 
the Perpetual Motion Band. 
Last year’s event also featured 
the second annual Ultimate 
Bullfighters Party In The Pines 
presented by Daniels Chevro-
let. After enjoying a fun-filled 
evening of entertainment, 
the crowds returned Satur-
day morning for an exciting 
lineup of festival activities.  
The morning began with the 
Knotty Pine 5K race at 8 a.m., 
which brought in runners 
from across the region. At 
approximately 10 a.m., open 

ceremonies were held hon-
oring Lynn Brinson, general 
manager at RadioJones, LLC.,  
as this year’s Pine Tree Festi-
val Grand Marshal and Green 
Jacket recipient. Brinson is the 
second female recipient to re-
ceive “green jacket” status in 
its history. The first recipient 
being Daisy Reeves, wife of 
the Honorable Judge Robert 
S. Reeves. Brinson has served 

on the Pine Tree Festival Com-
mittee for more than 10 years 
and has played a vital role in 
the festival’s success each year. 

The grand parade com-
menced at 10:30 a.m. with 
Brinson in lead and featured 
floats, marching groups and 
other entries representing a 
variety of schools, businesses, 
non-profit organizations, and 
individuals. 

BRINSON



From the August 24, 1922 
edition of The Forest-Blade

One of the greatest and best 

forward moves ever made 
by the Swainsboro citizens 
was made last Friday night 

when the Kiwanis organiza-
tion was perfected here.

The Swainsboro organiza-
tion is composed of our best 
citizens and business men, 
young and old, and the ma-
jority of our most reliable 
and successful business and 
professional men are en-
rolled as members of the or-
ganization.

A delegation of Dublin Ki-
wanis came over last Friday 
and rendered the Swains-
boro people material and 
valued aid in perfecting the 
organization.

The officers elected were 
A.S. Bradley, president; W.O. 

Sanders, vice president; 
Weldon Flanders, secretary 
and treasurer; J.A. Coleman, 
chairman of the board of di-
rectors; H.H. Fillingim, dis-
trict trustee.

The board of directors 
were J.A. Coleman, Chair-
man; FH. Cadle, R. C. Frank-
lin, Joe Ehrlich, J. Alex Smith, 
Jesse Thompson Jr., and V.E. 
Durden.

A meeting will be held 
next Friday night at the Ho-
tel Marguerite when the 
president will appoint his 
standing committees for the 
remainder of the year.

KIWANIS LUNCHEON

The initial Kiwanis Lun-
cheon was given last Fri-
day evening at the Hotel 
Marguerite. Besides the 50 
members of the Swainsboro 
Club which was necessary to 
secure a charter, there were 
present about 20 of the Dub-
lin Kiwanians who had full 
charge of the delightful and 
interesting program.

As the Dublin Kiwanians 
sponsored the Swainsboro 
Club, they, of course, were 
anxious to make the first 
meeting a success and this it 
proved to be.

The charter will be pre-
sented in September.
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Kiwanis Club organized here in 1922
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Did you know...
The Pine tree is a habitat for squirrels, raccoons, birds, and 

other forest animals.
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Story submitted by the Eman-
uel County Historic Society 
from Pine Log Echoes

In 1952, when the commit-
tee began planning the Pine 
Tree Festival Parade, the idea 
for having a “Pine Tree Sitter” 
was initiated and the search 
for a sitter began. In 1952, 
Ray Brinson, at the insistence 
of hundreds of friends, en-
tered a bid for the job as the 
“tree sitter” and was selected 
by the committee from a list 
of nine applicants. 

In order to gain as much 
publicity as possible for the 
Pine Tree Parade, the Pine 
Tree Sitter would broadcast 
daily from his home in the 
pine. Several scripts were 
composed for Ray to use 
during his stay in the tree. 
His stay was for 30 days, as-
cending on March 1, 1952 to 
remain in his new home un-
til April 25, 1952. Ray was a 
tough and determined in-
dividual and the idea to re-
main in the tree and endure 
whatever the weather condi-
tions was a challenge to him. 
He enjoyed people and the 
publicity Emanuel County 
received was rewarding to 
him.  Ray would stand and 
wave to the people passing 
where Main Streets meet on 
US 1 and US 80. The more 
attention he could bring to 
the Pine Tree Festival was the 
better.

He climbed the tall pine 
tree on the courthouse square 
in Swainsboro using a wood-
en ladder and once he settled 
in the ladder was removed. 
The makeshift tree house had 
a cot, a potty, and one chair. 
There was a water bucket 
attached to a rope that was 
used to lift food and water up 
and down to him during his 
stay.  

Jack Thompson, owner of 
WJAT, provided daily broad-
casts from “atop the pine 

tree”. Examples of Ray’s 
scripts: (1) Wiley Powell is 
chairman of the square dance 
and I understand he has 
secured Frank Landrum’s 
Band. I believe they call them-
selves the Merry Makers. You 
know them…they play at 
WJAT every Saturday night. 
The square dance will be Fri-
day night after the big pag-
eant. (2) Big golf tournament: 
Frank Davis, chairman of the 
Pine Tree golf tournament, 
tells me there are already 

more entries than the day of 
the tournament last year. The 
golf course has been worked 
over…and everything is in 
order. Arrangements have 
been made for that good old 
barbecue. I hope they will 
bring me some! (3) I won-
der who’s the furtherest per-
son listening in. If you think 
you’re further away from 
Swainsboro than anyone else 
tuned to WJAT call or write. 
We had a call from Orlando, 
Fla. and a visitor from Jack-

sonville already this year. 
Ray was the sitter in 1952 

and 1953 and commented on 
his descent from the tree: “It 
was easier than last,” smiled 
Swainsboro’s record-breaker 
Pine Tree Sitter, after 30 days 
above the courthouse lawn. 
“But I don’t believe I’ll try it 
again.”  Ray, firmly ground-
ed, looked happy that his ae-
rial ordeal was over and said, 
“It’s like stepping into a new 
world. All the trees are dif-
ferent shades and the grass is 

thicker than when I ascended. 
I feel like I am two-feet tall in 
the middle of the crowd.”

Ray was given $300 to sit in 
that tree for 30 days.  In 1953 
or ’54 he was given a pine 
seedling.  He was told to walk 
to the Masters Golf Tourna-
ment in Augusta and give the 
tree to President Eisenhow-
er.  Earl Varner said it “Took 
him two days.”  Rumor has 
it that the pine tree seedling 
was planted on the grounds 
of Augusta National.
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Ray Brinson first tree sitter March 26, 1952 to April 25, 1952



The following were 
charter members the 
year the Pine Tree Fes-
tival was founded: 
Guy Alford, John A. Bell, 
Alden Shirley Bradley, B. 

Lewis Brinson, Jr., Rema 
Y. Brinson, Meredith W. 
Berry, Marshall H. Blount, 
William E. Boatright, J.A. 
Coleman, Otis Coleman, 
William E. Clarke, Julian 

H. Chandler, Ferris H. Ca-
dle, Virgil E. Durden, Jo-
seph Ehrlich, Hugh H. Fill-
ingim, Rufus C. Franklin, 
W. Henry Flanders, R.A. 
Flanders, Jordan Flanders, 
C. Fred Flanders, John W. 
Giddens, John E. Henry, J.T. 
Haines, Walter F. Gray, Otis 
C. Price, Isma Lee Price, 
Grayson C. Powell, John R. 
Powell, Jr., Will McMillan, 
Ellie J. Mulling, Howard 
G. Roberts, Arlis K. Roun-
tree, Benamin L. Rountree, 
Robert E. Rountree, W.O. 
Sanders, Dessie D. Smith, 
John B. Spivey, Harry H. 
Thompson, Jesse Thomp-
son, Jr., William A. Tyson, 
Romerdelle H. Vann, Wil-
liam E. Vann, Pickens L. 
Watson, J. Palmer Williams 
and John N. Youmans.
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Pine Tree Festival
 charter members
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Pine Tree Festival
 charter members
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Did you know...
Pine trees are among the few tree species 
that don’t have flowers or fruit. Pinecones 
carry seeds that are released after the seeds 

reach maturity. Pine trees reproduce through 
the male or female reproductive organs in 

cones. A single Pine tree has both male and 
female reproductive organs. Male cones re-

lease pollen, while female cones use the pol-
len and create seeds. The seeds are winged 
and distributed by the wind, as well as by 

animals that eat them.
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Did you 
know...

Pine trees are 
considered 
evergreens 

because they 
keep their nee-
dles for approx-
imately 2 years. 

When old 
needles falls, 
new needles 

quickly take their 
place.
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Harry Rossoll created Smokey 
Bear in 1944, and he was at the 
1989 PTF and sent a photo album 
most likely to Jimmy Morgan.  
The pictures above were found in 
material sold at the Morgan Estate 
Sale. 

Harry L. Rossoll, a Forest Ser-
vice illustrator whose ‘’Smokey 
Says’’ newspaper cartoons helped 
make Smokey Bear almost as 
famous as Santa Claus and an 
almost universally recognized 
symbol of forest fire safety.  Mr. 
Rossoll, an illustrator in the For-
est Service’s regional office in At-
lanta since the mid-1930’s, was in 
the Navy in San Francisco, draw-
ing morale-boosting posters for 

the Treasure Island base when 
Smokey Bear was created by com-
mittee in 1944.

At a time when lumber was 
critical for the war effort and the 
Forest Service’s firefighting corps 
was being depleted by the mili-
tary draft, Smokey grew out of a 
joint effort by the Forest Service 
and the Advertising Council to 
put the public in the battle to pre-
vent forest fires.

By the time Smokey made his 
first appearance, on a poster by 
a Saturday Evening Post illustra-
tor, Albert Staehle, the organizers 
had rejected many other animals, 
including Bambi, whose services 
were offered by Walt Disney.

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT:  ARTIST HARRY ROSSOLL, GARY “SIX-GUN” 
HODGES, AND ROGER SHAW IN 1989  

Smokey the Bear

Did you 
know...
Some pine 

species are only 
10 feet long, 

while others can 
reach a height 

of over 245 feet. 
A typical Pine 
tree is approx-

imately 147 
feet in length. 
The crowns of 
Pine trees can 

be up to 30 feet 
wide. The tall-
est Pine tree is 
268.35 feet tall 
and found in 

Oregon’s Rogue 
River-Siskiyou 

National Forest.
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Did you know...
The resin, High-Terpene resin, is abundant in Pine trees. Turpentine is made by distilling 

High-Terpene resin. Turpentine is used as a solvent in the production of varnish. Turpentine 
oil is now mostly utilised as a processed synthetic pine oil in the production of perfumes 

and as a scent component in cleaning products. The resin from pine is also used to treat in-
sect bites, burns, and blisters.
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Did you know...
Pine trees have a longer life span and can 
live for 100–1000 years, with some living 
for much longer. At roughly 4,600 years 
old, the “Methuselah” species, found in 

the White Mountains of California, is one 
of the world’s oldest existing life forms. 
An older tree, which has since been cut 
down, was 4,900 years old. It’s dubbed 
“Prometheus” and was discovered in a 

forest beneath Wheeler Peak.
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