
The Forest-Blade • Fall Sports • www.EmanuelCountyLive.com • Swainsboro, Georgia • August 17, 2022  1



 2 The Forest-Blade • Fall Sports • www.EmanuelCountyLive.com • Swainsboro, Georgia • August 17, 2022



The Forest-Blade • Fall Sports • www.EmanuelCountyLive.com • Swainsboro, Georgia • August 17, 2022  3

2022 ECI Bulldogs

Meet the Coach: 
Chris Kearson

Name: Chris Kearson
Age: 50
Hometown: Waycross 
Family: Wife, Dedra;
son, Bryce, 12th grade; 

and daughter, Jayna, 10th 
grade

Education and play-
ing experience: Attended 
Ware Co. High Schoool; 
Graduated with BS in Ed 
from Union College in Bar-
bourville, Ky; Graduated 
from Georgia Southwest-
ern with M.ED in 1995; 
Graduated from Cam-
bridge College with Spe-
cialist in Administration in 
2008; 

Played Football and 
Baseball in College.

Previous coaching ex-
perience: Head Football 
Coach at ECI since 2011; 
Defensive Coordinator at 
ECI from 2002-2010, and 

69-16 record at ECI; assis-
tant coach at Peach Coun-
ty High School; 6-time 
Assistant Coach of the 
Year; 2012 Class A State 
Championship; 2012 Class 
A Coach of the Year; 13-1 
and one state champion-
ship at ECI (2012); 2002- 
2009 at ECI; three region 
(2006-2008); GHSA Class 
A runner-up (2008); GHSA 
state champions (2007); 
1996-2001 at Peach Coun-
ty; GHSA Class AAA run-
ner-up (1998); coached in 
four state championship 
games, one at Peach Coun-
ty and three at ECI; UGA 
coaching clinic in 2012; 
region championship in 
2015-2017 at ECI; semifi-
nals of playoffs in 2015- 
2017 at ECI. 

Hobbies: hunting, fish-
ing and camping.

COACH KEARSON AND FAMILY
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by RON WEATHER-
FORD

The ECI Bulldogs’ 2022 
football schedule will have 

a couple new faces for this 
season.  The schedule also 
includes some familiar 
teams that ECI hasn’t faced 

in a few years.
Before the regular season 

started on August 26 for the 
Bulldogs they hosted the 
class AA state champions, 
Fitzgerald, in a scrimmage 
game.  The Bulldogs and 
Hurricanes were scheduled 
to scrimmage in 2021 but 
with a delayed school start 
date due to Covid in their 
area, Fitzgerald had to can-
cel the match-up. 

When asked about this 
season and the strong 
schedule, head football 
coach Chris Kearson had 
this observation.  “The 2022 
ECI Bulldogs will be chal-
lenged early and often as 
the scrimmage and non-re-
gion schedule are as rough 
and tough as any I can re-

member.  The good news is 
that we have experienced 
players in the backfield re-
turning as well as on the 
offensive line.  Depth on de-
fense and offensive lines are 
a concern that always seems 
to be the case.  Young play-
ers must provide that depth 
in order for the Dawgs to be 
successful.”

With just 5 teams in re-
gion three this year, the 
Bulldogs will only have 4 
region matchups in 2022.

Before region play begins 
on October 14, the Bulldogs 
will be tested facing 6 play-
off teams to start the season.

The Bulldogs have an 
open week the first Friday 
night of the season, or nor-
mally called the Zero week.  
That will give them and 
their fans an opportunity 
to watch two of their oppo-
nents live when Metter and 
Swainsboro tangle in the 
battle of the Tigers.

In the past couple years, 
the Bulldogs have faced 
Metter the last game of the 
regular season.  For 2022 
ECI will host the Tigers the 
first game of the season.  
The Tigers advanced to the 
semi-finals in 2021 losing to 
eventual champion Brooks 
Co.  The Bulldogs and Ti-
gers are not in the same re-
gion or league this year, but 
that doesn’t matter when 
these two long-time rivals 
meet.

There have been at least 2 
occasions in the state play-
offs that the brackets would 
put ECI and Lincoln County 
on track to face each other.  
Two of those occasions hap-
pened in 2007 when Lincoln 
lost to Wilcox Co. and again 

in 2012 when they lost to 
Dooly before the Bulldogs 
played those two teams.

The Bulldogs will travel 
to Lincolnton on Septem-
ber 2 to face the Red Dev-
ils.  While the Bulldogs and 
Devils are not that familiar, 
both coaches are, since Lee 
Chomskis was the Vidalia 
coach when ECI faced the 
Indians on several occa-
sions.

Next on tap on September 
9, the Bulldogs will travel 
to Dublin to face the Irish 
in the battle of the Wing T.   
Like ECI in 2020, the Irish 
had an atypical year in 2021 
going 6-5 and losing in the 
first round of the state play-
offs.

ECI will host Swainsboro 
the fourth game of the sea-
son at Rountree Stadium.  
Some see these two teams 
as rivals.  But hard to call 
them rivals having played 
just 4 times in the last 20 
years, the last being in 2017.  
The Tigers are coming off 
one of their better seasons 
losing in the semis in 2021 
to eventual state champi-
on, Fitzgerald.  Both teams 
have won their games at 
their home stadium the last 
4 matchups. With most of 
their team returning, the 
Tigers are looking to break 
that string.

After a two year absence, 
the Bulldogs will renew 
one of their true rivalries 
on September 23 when they 
travel to Wrightsville to 
take on Johnson Co.  They 
are still in different regions 
this season, but these two 
teams will fight for the win 
as if it were for the region 

Old and new faces on schedule for 2022 Bulldogs

(Continued on page 5)
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championship.
The Bulldogs will host an-

other new face for the last 
non-region game on Sep-
tember 30.  Jefferson Co. 
middle school and ECI mid-
dle school have faced each 
other several times in the 
past.  This may be the first 
meeting against the varsity 
teams.  The Warriors lost in 
the first round of the play-
offs in 2021.  Jeffco always 
fields a wide-open offense 
with speed and doubtfully 
this year will be any differ-
ent.

Region three will have a 
new look for 2022.   Gone 
are Bryan Co., Metter, and 
Screven Co. who are now in 
region 3, Class A-division 1.  
ECI is in region 3, Class A di-
vision 2 along with football 
playing schools Jenkins Co., 
Montgomery Co., Portal and 
McIntosh Co.

After six non-region games 
the Bulldogs finally open up 
region play on October 14 
when they host Portal.

The Bulldog fans will get 
another dose of fresh coast-
al shrimp when they re-

turn back to Darien to face 
McIntosh Co.  The Bucs will 
feature JaReese Campbell 
who moves from RB to QB 
and is being recruited by a 
few division I and division 
II schools.  The Bulldogs 
spoiled the Bucs homecom-
ing 17-6 last year.

Jenkins Co. will enter 
Rountree Stadium on Octo-
ber 28 to face the Bulldogs 
in another region matchup.  
ECI and the Eagles had a 
defensive battle in 2021 with 
ECI eeking by with a 20-12 
win.

Montgomery Co. returns 
to region three after a 2-year 
absence and will host the 
Bulldogs the first Friday 
night in November for both 
team’s last regular season 
game.  The Eagles posted a 
8-3 record in 2021 losing to 
state champion Brooks Co. 
in the first round of the play-
offs.

The Bulldogs will have a 
combination of experienced 
returning players with 14 
seniors along with some 
younger players who will 
need to contribute for a suc-
cessful season.

Old and new...
(From page 4)
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ECI Senior Profiles

Cordarius has picked up 
some speed in the off sea-
son that will suit him well as 
he will be leaned on heavi-
ly in the backfield and also 
in the secondary. He is a 3 
year starter with tons of ex-
perience. His best football is 
ahead of him.

CORDARIUS 
LEE

(#2 - RB/DB)
David has worked extreme-

ly hard to get himself into po-
sition to play in the secondary 
on defense this season. He 
will also be very valuable on 
special teams as well. He has 
worked hard in the weight 
room to get bigger and faster 
this spring and summer.

 DAVID 
STAPLETON
(#4 - WR/DB)

Gartrell has battled the in-
jury bug throughout his ca-
reer but seems to be healthy 
and ready to challenge for 
playing time in the second-
ary on defense and at WR 
on offense. He will also give 
depth on all special teams.

GARTRELL 
BROWN

(#6 - RB/DB)
Bryce is a 3 Year starter on 

offense for the dogs, the last 
two at QB. He will be count-
ed on to give the offense bal-
ance with his legs and arm. 
He also could add depth to 
the defense in the secondary 
and on special teams.

BRYCE 
KEARSON

(#8 - QB/DB)PJ will be coming into his 
SR year finally healthy from 
nagging hand and knee inju-
ries. His explosiveness with 
the ball in his hands makes 
him a game changer. This has 
been a great summer for him 
leading into the season. He 
will be counted on heavily on 
both sides of the ball and also 
the return game. 

PJ FARNUM
(#1 - RB/DB)

Sammy is returning to the 
dogs as the placekicker and 
FG kicker from last years 
team. He has also worked 
hard on his route running 
and blocking to push for 
playing time at WR on the 
offensive side of the ball.

SAMUEL 
MCBRIDE

(#42 - WR/DB)
Joseph is a 2 Year starter at 

OT for the dogs. His length 
and tenacity make him a 
great asset to the offensive 
line. He will also be counted 
on defense to provide depth 
on the DL. He also serves 
as a mainstay on the special 
teams as well.

JOSEPH
 CONNOR

(#57 - OL/DE) 
Melvin is 3 Year starter on 

the OL and is the most expe-
rienced on that unit. He will 
be counted on to lead the OL 
and also serve as the backup 
center. He will also be the 
short snapper on FG/PAT.

MELVIN 
AKRIDGE 

(#72 - OL/DL) 

If something stands between you 
and your success, move it. ...
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Lawson missed all of 
last season with an injury 
but has looked great this 
spring and summer. He will 
be used in a lot of areas on 
both sides of the ball. He’ll 
play inside and outside on 
the defensive front and any-
where in the backfield on 
offense. His leadership was 
missed last year.

LAWSON 
MERCER

(#9 - WR/DB)
Timmy started on the in-

terior defensive line for the 
dogs last season. He has 
gotten bigger and stronger 
this off season and that will 
definitely help Timmy on 
the DL. Timmy will also be 
counted on to solidify a few 
special teams as well.

TIMMY
 DOBSON

(#25 - TE/DE)
This year will be Jacob’s 

first on the varsity football 
team. He has worked really 
hard to learn the playbook 
and get himself in position 
to play. He will be vying for 
time at both defensive end 
and tight-end/wing back.

JACOB 
DURDEN

(#26 - WR/DE)

ECI Senior Profiles

Joe is our biggest football 
player by far. He is a 2 Year 
starter on the DL and has re-
ally improved his footwork 
and hand placement of the 
course of his career. He will 
be a mainstay on the defen-
sive front and provide depth 
on the OL.

JOSEPH 
FULLMORE 

(#76 - OL/DL) 

Rob is a two year Starter 
at OG for the dogs and has 
provided the OL with stabil-
ity the last several seasons. 
Rob will also be used to pro-
vide depth at LB and on spe-
cial teams. His toughness is 
contagious and one of his 
best attributes.

ROB BELL 
(#50 - OL/LB)  

Jordan is a player that will 
provide depth at WR and 
special teams. He has con-
tinued to work hard and 
push himself to be the best 
player he can be. Jordan will 
also be counted on heavily 
to provide depth on special 
teams.

JORDAN 
PREW 

(#85 - WR/DB)

Go 
Dawgs!
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by RON WEATHERFORD
After missing the state 

playoff for the first time in 
17 years in 2020, the ECI 
Football team played their 

way back into the playoffs 
last season.

After a disappointing 5-5 
season in 2020, the Bulldogs 
posted a 9-3 season record in 

2021 and the second round 
of the playoffs.

They began the 2021 
season beating Savannah 
Christian at Rountree Stadi-
um 28-21.

The Bulldog hosted an-
other private school from 
savannah on August 27.  
They had a disappointing 
loss to Savannah Country 
Day 22-20.  Mistakes and 
penalties rose their head in 
the loss.  But it was a mis-
take by the Hornets that 
was the difference in the 
score.  SCD dropped the 
snap in a extra point try and 
scored the 2 points instead.  
The Bulldogs missed their 2 
point try for a tie resulting 
in the 2 point loss.

The schedule didn’t get 
any easier for the Bulldogs 
when they traveled to Vida-
lia the next Friday night.  
The Bulldogs jumped out to 
a 14-0 first half lead over the 
ninth ranked Indians.  The 
Indians fought back to tie 
the game in the second half.  
The difference in the game 
came down to a successful 
23 yard field goal by Samuel 

McBride for a 17-14 win.
The Bulldogs began re-

gion play on September 17 
hosting Screven Co.  The 
Bulldogs led the Gamecocks 
7-3 in a defensive first half.  
The Bulldogs running game 
got in gear in the second 
half pulling away for a 27-
10 win.

ECI hosted Portal the next 
football Friday night, easily 
defeating the Panthers 30-7.

The Bulldogs took the 
long ride to Darien on Oc-
tober 1 to take on the Buc-
caneers from McIntosh Co.  
The Bulldogs led the Bucs 
10-0 at the half on a DJ Jones 
touchdown and a 37 yard 
field goal by Oisin Mat-
thews.  The Bulldogs added 
one more score in the defen-
sive battle to go 3-0 in region 
with a 17-6 win.

ECI traveled to Claxton 2 
weeks later to take on the 
Tigers.  It was a typical chip-
py game at the Grove.  The 
Bulldog defense had anoth-
er stellar game holding the 
Tigers to 48 yards of offense 
in the first half, defeating 
Claxton 28-0 to remain un-

defeated in region play.
Defensive games seemed 

to be the norm after the 
Bulldogs travel across the 
river to play their neighbors 
from Jenkins Co.  Neither 
team was able to get their 
offense untracked.  The first 
TD was not posted until 19 
minutes into the game late 
in the second quarter when 
the Eagles took a 6-0 lead.  
The Bulldogs took a 7-6 lead 
into the second half.    The 
Bulldogs pulled away in the 
second half to win 20-12 in 
the hard fought battle.

The Bulldogs hosted Bry-
an Co. the next Friday.  The 
Indians have struggled in 
class AA and their struggles 
continue in Class A with 
ECI taking the game 69-13.

The last game of the reg-
ular season saw the Bull-
dogs traveling to their long 
time rivals in Metter for 
the region championship.  
ECI had no answer for the 
fourth ranked Tigers losing 
their first region game 38-0.

The Bulldogs hosted 
Terrell County in the first 
round of the state playoffs 
on November 13.  Leading 
by just a point, 13-12 at the 
half, the Bulldogs put the 
hammer down scoring 35 
unanswered points in the 
second half  for a 48-12 win 
over the Greenwave.

The Bulldogs made their 
second trip in recent years 
to Macon Co. in the second 
round. The Bulldogs trailed 
the third ranked Macon Co. 
team 14-10 at the half.   But 
big plays haunted ECI the 
second half with the Bull-
dogs from Macon ending 
ECI’s season with a 42-10 
loss. 

Bulldogs Back in Playoffs in 2021
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by RON WEATHERFORD 
The 2021 c-team football 

squad posted an 8-0 unde-
feated regular and play-
off season, winning their 
fourth Area Middle School 
Championship, dominating 
Toombs Co. 28-6.

Since 2009 coach Greg 
Kennedy and his Bulldog 
squad have played for the 
area championship 7 times, 
playing in the championship 
game the last 5 years.   The 
Bulldogs won the champi-
onship 4 of those years tak-
ing the crown in 2009, 2012, 
2019 and 2021.  They were 
runner-up in 2017, 2018 and 
2020.

Below is coach Kennedy’s 
information concerning his 
returning players and those 

younger players who will 
need to contribute for this 
year’s team to be successful.

We are coming off an 
undefeated season where 
we won the middle school 
league championship. We 
lost a group of 8th graders 
that only lost 2 games in the 
past 3 seasons.  They will be 
hard to replace but hopefully 
the guys on this year’s team 
will rise to the occasion.  

Offensively, Ab Marsh, 
Gage Johnson, and Aar-
on Matthews are returning 
starters. Chase Johnson and 
Brayden Rich played a lot 
of snaps on offense last year.  
The backfield will rely heav-
ily on Chase Johnson, Ab 
Marsh, Ja’shon Branch, TJ 
Weaver, Sam Williams, and 

Rashard Smith. Patron Mack, 
who played some tight end 
last season, will also com-
pete in the backfield.   The 
quarterback position will be 
played by Davis Johnson or 
Robert Reynolds. Both play-
ers are working hard to learn 
and compete at the quarter-
back position.  Brayden Rich 
is returning at wide receiver 
and competing with many 
other guys for playing time.

The offensive line will 
have Gage Johnson and Aar-
on Matthews returning from 
last year. Matthews is mak-
ing the move from guard 
to tight end where he will 
compete with Braylen Lani-
er.  There are several players 
who are competing on the 
offensive line for playing 

time.   Some of these guys 
that will have to step up 
are Turner Bryant, Landon 
Frederick, Holden Bowen, 
Wendell Coleman, Jackson 
Smith, Randon Durden, Ce-
sar Salinas, Hagan Brown, 
Ryver Tharpe, Terence Car-
lyle, and Aiden Cumbee.

Defensively, we have a 
few more returners from 
last year that will look to 
lead the defense.   Ja’shon 
Branch, Patron Mack, Ter-
ence Carlyle, Rashard Smith, 
Ab Marsh, and Chase John-
son will return from last 
year’s dominating defense.  
Although there is a good 
nucleus  returning, there are 
still some key holes to fill.  
Aaron Matthews, Britt Bran-
nen, Braylen Lanier, and 
Robert Reynolds will look to 
compete alongside Branch 
at linebacker.   The defen-
sive line, anchored by Mack 
and Carlyle will see Hold-
en Bowen, Landon Freder-
ick, Gage Johnson, Randon 
Durden, Wendell Coleman, 
and Hagan Brown compete 

for playing time.   Ab Marsh 
will make the move from 
corner to end and Chase 
Johnson will move from end 
to strong safety. Rashard 
Smith will return at corner 
which leaves positions in the 
secondary for someone to 
fill. Sam Williams, TJ Weav-
er, Davis Johnson, Brayden 
Rich, Deryon Stapleton, 
Mason Collins, and Lawson 
Frye will work to fill those 
holes.

As always, depth will be an 
issue so some inexperienced 
players will have to find a 
way to contribute. Summer 
workouts have been well 
attended and should help 
to build more depth. The at-
titude and effort have been 
very good this summer and 
I look for us to carry that into 
the season. We have a lot of 
holes to fill but do have some 
experienced guys returning. 
Our goal, as always, is to win 
our league championship. 
We are going to continue to 
work hard in building future 
ECI Bulldogs.

Middle School Bulldogs looking for a repeat
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by RON WEATHER-
FORD

The ECI Bulldogs Spirt of 
the Dawg Marching Band 
has been hard at work this 
summer preparing for an-
other halftime show.  This 
year’s theme is HOME.

The halftime show will 
be telling the tale of two 
soldiers with the follow-
ing selections.  HOME 
by American Idol winner 
Phillip Phillips, GLADIA-
TOR from Gladiator, GOIN 
HOME by David Phelps, 

and FROM NOW ON from 
The Greatest Showman.

The band will be compet-
ing in band competitions in 
2022.  The Dawgs will be 
at the Band Blast at South-
east Bulloch, the Sound of 
Silver at Pierce Co. High 
School and will travel to 
Wayne Co. for the Deep 
South Classic.

The Band is under the 
leadership of Band Cap-
tain Blake Librizzi, Drum 
Major Jackelyn Herbert, 
Percussion Captain Ca-

leb Clements, High Brass 
Captain Blake Librizzi, 
Low Brass Captain Wallee 
Kersey, Woodwind Captain 
Aleigha Ducker, Equip-
ment Sergeant Braeden 
Hooks, Librarian Sergeant 
Conner Merier and Dance 
Line Captains Caroline Sa-
linas and Toddriana Wat-
son.

“We are looking forward 
to another fun year and 
cheering on our ECI Dawgs 
to victory,” states band di-
rector Ashley Akridge.

Variety halftime show 
for Spirit of the Dawgs

BULLDOGS 2022-23 BAND AND DANCE LINE
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ECI Middle School Players 
and Coaches
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Scenes from Bulldogs Varsity practice
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Scenes from Bulldogs Middle School practice
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   A veteran Lady Dawgs softball team	
by RON WEATHERFORD
The ECI softball team will 

begin the season as the most 
experienced squad to take 
the field for the Bulldogs.

The Lady Dawgs will re-
turn seven starters from a 
team that finished in the 
final four of the state play-
offs.  They ended the season 
ranked third in state, post-
ing a 28-5 season record.

The Bulldogs placed 12 
players on the all-region 
team in 2021.  Ten of those 
players return for the 2022 
season.

When asked about this 
season and his veteran team, 
coach Frank Wimberly stat-
ed, “If this group stays hun-
gry and humble, they have a 
great chance to make history 
for our school and the coun-
ty as a whole.  If they choose 
to continue to grow, live 
above the standard while 
being one another’s biggest 
fans, this team is going to be 
special.”

The Bulldog infield will 
feature 3 all-state players, 
including region and class 
A player of the year, pitcher 
Charla Clifton.  Clifton faced 
574 batters in 2021, allowing 
just 85 to reach base ending 
the season with a .172 ERA, 
with 133 strikeouts.

Also on the infield is 2-time 
region defensive player of 
the year and all-state short-
stop, Kelsey Harper.   “The 
Vacuum” had a fielding per-
centage of .944 and batted 
.365 for the Bulldogs.

Behind the plate for the 
Bulldogs is all-region and 
all-state catcher Shayla Ste-
phenson.  Shayla was not 
credited for an error or 
passed ball in 2021, throw-

ing out 6 runners.
At first the Bulldogs will 

have all-region player Lily 
Robertson, who is looking 
for a breakout year for the 
Lady Dawgs this season.

At second base and pitch-
er you have all-region play-
er Sullee Boddiford.  Sullee 
will again add depth to the 
pitching.  She faced 119 bat-
ters in 2021 allowing just 9 
runs with an ERA of 1.78.  
The senior also had a .315 
batting average last season.

 At the hot corner at third 
will be sophomore Jayna Ke-
arson who was all region as 
a freshman.

Roaming around in right 
field will be all-region play-
er Kayanna Thompson.

The Bulldogs have a cou-
ple of positions to replace 
in the outfield.  Gone are 
all-region players Semya 
Williams at center field and 
Macy Canady at left.   Macy 
continues her softball career 
with the East Georgia Bob-
cats.

Coach Wimberly will be 
looking for several younger 
players to contribute to the 
team’s success this season.   

Seniors Kaylan Lamb and 
Ally Taylor battled injuries 
the last couple years but 
have had a strong summer 
and will add production to 
this veteran lineup.

Jarei Olgesby and Asia 
Gibbons will be looked upon 
for their added growth and 
production off the bench for 
ECI.

The Bulldogs are led again 
by head coach Frank Wim-
berly and assistant coach 
Mikel Clifton.

The Lady Dawgs will 
also be coached by assis-

tant varsity coach Bryan-
na Riner.  Coach Riner will 
be head coach of the JV 
team.   “Coach Riner brings 
a wealth of experience as a 
former college player and 
coach experience from trav-
el ball to high school,” com-
mented Wimberly.

As usual the Lady Dawgs 
will be warming to defend 
their region crown playing 
in a few tournaments and 
facing higher classification 
teams to ready for region 
play.

They began the season 
playing in the Harlem tour-
nament on August 5th, de-
feating Evans High School 
9-2 and 2021 state class AA 
runner-up Vidiala 7-3.

They defeated another 
region champion the third 
game of this season, taking 
the game against Harlem on 
9 August, 4-1.

Other tournaments on 
schedule this season are the 
Crisp County tournament, 
the Titan Classic in Winder, 
Ga., the Jeff Davis tourna-
ment in Hazlehurst and later 
in the season Grayson tour-
nament at Grayson High 
School in October.

The Lady Dawgs, never 
shying away from competi-
tion, also have a few games 
with schools in the top clas-
sifications.  They will face 7A 
schools Lowndes Co., East 
Coweta, and Lambert, 6A 
school South Effingham and 
5A schools Flowery Branch 
and Winder-Barrow.

They will begin region 
play in Portal on August 30 
against the Panthers and 
play the last region game 
on October 4 against Jenkins 
Co. SCENES FROM LADY DAWGS 2022 PRACTICE
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Go Dawgs!
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Bulldogs senior cheerleaders

SARAH FORDHAM AUBREY HARRISONMACIE MCBRIDE

LIZZIE MILLSAPS TAYLOR FLAKESMARTI WOODWARD

Varsity Bulldogs Cheerleading Squad

Middle School Cheerleading Squad
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2022 SHS Tigers and Coaches

Leader of the Den: 
SHS Coach Roberts

Name:  Scott Roberts
Age: 48
Hometown: Ocilla
Family: Riley, Lainey, 

and Ty, children
Education: BBA in Fi-

nance from Georgia 
Southern; Master’s de-
gree in Kinesiology from 
Georgia Southern 

Playing Experience:  Ir-
win County High School; 
South Georgia College, 

collegiate baseball
Coaching Experi-

ence: Head Coach at 
Swainsboro High School 
2017-Present and 2008-
2009; Offensive Coordi-
nator at Bainbridge High 
School 2013-2016; Tift 
County High School 2011. 

Position Coach: 
Colquitt County, Fitzger-
ald, Cairo, and Washing-
ton County.

COACH ROBERTS
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SHS Seniors

TY ADAMS

JONORIAN FOOTS

DORIEN FOOTS

ZACH GRANT

JAYMARION PEARSON JAKARI NOBLES

NAUTIS HALL QUAN STARNES
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DAKOTA BLOUNT

TRA’LYVION HARRIS

KENYUAN JACKSON

LANDEN SCOTT

SHS seniors...
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SHS Football, Band and Cheer Seniors
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SHS Band, Flag and Dance Line
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(L TO R) HAYLEIGH JORDAN, JADA O’QUIN, VICTORIA MCREE, COACH LUCI 
MCNEELY, BROOKE HANNAH, LAWREN WADLEY, AND ANTORIA HODGES

SHS Senior Cheerleaders 
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SHS Varsity Cheer Squad
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SHS Stunt Cheer Squad
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SHS Lady Tigers Softball Team and Coaches

Lady Tigers 2022-23 Schedule
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Go Tigers!
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2022 DEA Eagles and Cheerleaders
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Go Eagles!



The Forest-Blade • Fall Sports • www.EmanuelCountyLive.com • Swainsboro, Georgia • August 17, 2022  39
DEA Seniors

RACYN FAIRCLOTH EBB MCCULLOUGH

RILEY GRINER ACE ELY

HEATH JOHNSON

JUSTIN NEWSOME

JESSE MOORE
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ASHLYN HALL

DEA Senior Cheerleaders

LANNA DOUGLAS CORA ELLINGTON CAYLEY FLANDERS ALIVIA FORTNER PEYTON FREE

MOLLY HAMMOCK BAILEY OVERSTREET KYLEE PAGE EMMA TAYLOR
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2022 DEA Eagles Cheerleaders
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2022 DEA Eagles Softball Team

MOLLY HAMMOCK JAYLIN HALL

DEA Softball Seniors
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Have a safe and fun football season!
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