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by BRITTANY HALL
Georgia Southern 

University recently 
released its seventh pub-
lication of 40 under 40, 
an influential list that 
celebrates young, alumni 
who are leading the way 
in business, research, 
leadership, community 
service, education, and 
philanthropy. Among 
the very deserving hon-
oree’s, one Emanuel 
County native made the 
list, Jessica Sammons 
Johnson, who current-
ly serves as the Chief 
Financial Officer for 
Emanuel Medical Center. 

“I was so surprised! 
Emanuel Medical 
Center’s Chief Executive 
Officer, Damien Scott, 
nominated me but I never 
thought that I would be 
selected.” Johnson hum-
bly explained. 

The selection process 
began with alumni nomi-
nations in March then the 
most noteworthy, young 
leaders, were chosen by 
a committee of Alumni 
Association Board 
Members and University 
Staff. 

To be considered for 
nominations, honor-
ees had to either attend 
Georgia Southern 
University or Armstrong 
University and have 
had to aspire to uphold 
the core values of both 

universities through 
collaboration, academ-
ic excellence, discov-
ery, innovation, integri-
ty, openness, inclusion, 
and sustainability, all of 
which, Johnson encom-
passes and gracefully 
represents: 

“After high school, I 
began my studies at East 
Georgia College. I knew I 
wanted to major in busi-
ness, although initially 
unsure of the emphasis, 
and chose Accounting 
after completing the 
introductory classes 
at EGC.  I graduated 
from EGC in 2007 and 
transferred to Georgia 
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Emanuel County Schools 
recognizes 

‘Teachers of the Year’
Each year, Emanuel 

County School faculties 
have the opportunity to 
recognize and celebrate 
the accomplished teachers 
in our schools by selecting 
their school’s Teacher of 
the Year. During the dis-
trict convocation to kick 
off the new school year, 
ECS recognized the 2023 
Teachers of the Year for 
Swainsboro and Twin City 
schools. 

The teachers recog-
nized were Cindy Riner, 
a math teacher at Swains-
boro High School; Katie 
Cowart, a math teacher 
at Emanuel County Insti-
tute; Bob McNeely, busi-
ness teacher at Swains-
boro Middle School; Joan 
Turner, fifth grade teacher 
at Swainsboro Elementary 
School; Mandi Johnson, 
fifth grade teacher at Twin 
City Elementary School; 
Kristie Brantley, kinder-
garten teacher at Swains-
boro Primary School.  

Meet these shining ex-
amples of excellence by 
reading some of the infor-
mation submitted as part 
of their applications. 

Cindy Riner - SHS
In a letter of support for 

Mrs. Riner, a colleague 
discussed not only her 
reputation for engaging 
and motivating students 
but also the countless 
hours she spends outside 
the classroom helping her 
students understand their 
role in making our schools 
and community a better 
place to live. Her colleague 
wrote, “It is not uncom-
mon for former students to 
contact her seeking help in 
their post-secondary class-
es because they know she 
cares and is cheering for 
their success.” In discuss-
ing Mrs. Riner’s impact on 
her life, a student referred 
not only to the mathe-
matical lesson but also to 
the many invaluable life 
lessons Mrs. Riner teach-

es. The student said, “She 
taught me to never stop 
working for the things you 
want and to view adversi-
ty not as a stumbling block 
but as a stepping stone to 
greatness. Mrs. Riner nev-
er gave up on her students, 
and in return, we never 
gave up on ourselves.” 

Katie Cowart - ECI
In her application, Mrs. 

Cowart discusses the im-
portance of teacher com-
mitment. She states, “We 
committed teachers are 
dedicated to our students 
in whatever capacity they 
may need. We are their 
biggest cheerleaders most 
times, and other times we 
are their biggest critics, but 
both are solely for their 
benefit and growth. One 
major quality of a com-
mitted teacher is that he 
or she never stops think-
ing about their students 
or things that may benefit 
them. Those teachers who 

PITTS, CARNES, McCOY, AND REEVES

New Veterans attend WAA 
meeting at the library

The Veterans of the 
Library met Monday 
morning, August 8, at 
9:30 a.m. at Franklin 
Memorial Library in 
the George L Smith II 
Room. With Johnny 
Tapley presiding, there 
were 28 in attendance.  
The main item discussed 
was the need for citi-
zens of Emanuel County 
to submit the form to 
the library on any fam-
ily veteran buried in 
the East Brook, Early 
Settlers, First Baptist 
and the Swainsboro City 
Cemeteries that are not 
marked as a veteran. 
The form has been post-
ed on the Facebook page 
of the Emanuel County 
Veterans - Wreaths 
Across America.  

Chair Johnny called 
on newest veterans that 

attended breakfast for 
the first time to tell a 
little about their service. 
William Pitts served 10 
years in the U.S. Army 
from 1987 - 1997. He 
served in South Carolina, 
Germany, Iraq and the 
State of Washington. 
Bobby R. McCoy served 
in the U.S. Army and the 
Georgia Army National 
Guard from 1979 - 2000. 
During his over 20 
years in the military, 
he served six years on 
active duty and 14 years 
in the Army National 
Guard in Company 
A, 878th Combat 
Engineer Battalion in 
the Swainsboro unit as a 
Supply Sgt and Armorer. 
James Carnes served 
in the U.S. Army from 
1966 - July 1971 while 
four of those years were 

in the 5th Maintenance 
Battalion in the Republic 
of Vietnam. Bobby 
Reeves served in the U.S. 
Air Force from January 
1970 - January 1974 as 
a JAG Officer. He was 
stationed in Tucson, 
AZ at Davis Monthan 
Air Force Base for two 
years and Malstrom 
Air Force Base in Great 
Falls, Montana for two 
years. He received an 
Honorable discharge in 
January 1974 and began 
law practice here in 
Swainsboro that same 
month.  The Veterans of 
the Library welcome all 
veterans to come meet 
for coffee and breakfast 
every Monday morn-
ing at 9:30 a.m. at the 
library, except holiday 
weekends.BRANTLEY COWART JOHNSON

MCNEELY RINER TURNER

(Continued on page 2A)

Johnson makes GSU 40 under 40

In honor of the month of June’s Make Someone Smile® Week, Jim Roberts with 
Southern Traditions participated in the 21st annual campaign for a second consecutive 
year in a row. 

The week-long celebration was founded in 2000 by Teleflora Florists, the world’s 
leading floral delivery service, and is the most successful volunteer initiative in North 
America. This year, Jim Roberts, owner of Southern Traditions Floral and Gifts, partic-
ipated in this country-wide event by delivering “Be Happy® Bouquets” to Emanuel 
Medical Center, EMC Nursing Home and East Georgia Healthcare Center.

Southern Traditions delivers annual smiles

JOHNSON

ROBERTS DELIVERS SMILES TO EMANUEL MEDICAL CENTER

(Continued on page 2A)
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are committed also sup-
port their students out-
side the classroom. They 

attend ballgames, con-
certs, and celebrations in 

support of their students. 
Finally, teachers who 
are committed realize 
that their own learning 
doesn’t stop when they 
get their own classroom. 
Committed teachers con-
tinually push themselves 
to learn new things and 
gain new perspectives, 
modeling that learning 
for their students. Those 
teachers are encouragers 
to students and believe 
that no matter what aca-
demic level the student 
is on, that student can al-
ways achieve more.” 

Bob McNeely - SMS
In a letter of support of 

Mr. McNeely, a former 
student described him 
as a role model for many 
that need one and a driv-
ing force for others who 
aspire to be more. In her 
letter, the student dis-
cussed the changes and 
challenges that occur in 
a student’s middle school 
experience and how each 
and every morning, Mr. 
McNeely would greet 
each and every student 
with a smile and a tru-
ly heartfelt personalized 
manner. She went on to 
discuss how as a class-
room teacher, he encour-
aged students to think for 
themselves and then gave 
them a platform for shar-
ing their thoughts and 
ideas. In expressing her 
pride for him, she also 
mentioned how some 
weeks, he could be found 
at the school seven days 
a week because he wants 
and expects the best of 
each and every person 

with whom he comes in 
contact. 

Joan Turner - SES
In her application, Mrs. 

Turner discussed the im-
portance of building re-
lationships with students 
and co-workers in order 
to have a positive school 
culture where students 
can perform. Regarding 
her students, Mrs. Turn-
er said, “I want them to 
know that I believe in 
them, I am always avail-
able for them, and that 
I love them no matter 
what they do or say. I re-
mind my students that 
they are all unique and 
special and learn in dif-
ferent ways and at differ-
ent rates. I strive to make 
my classroom a safe place 
for them where they feel 
comfortable to step out of 
their comfort zones and 
take chances on them-
selves.” She went on to 
say, “Just as teachers need 
to build relationships 
with students, teachers 
also need to build rela-
tionships with one anoth-
er. A school should have 
a sense of community 
where everyone is work-
ing together for the good 
of all students.” 

Mandi Johnson - TCE
In a letter of support 

for Ms. Johnson a parent 
wrote, “As my child’s 
kindergarten teacher this 
past year, I witnessed 
Mandi lead with enthu-
siasm, patience, and love. 
I also witnessed Mandi 
instruct twenty young 
students, leading them 
to master the required 
kindergarten skills and 
achieve more advanced 
skills, both inside and 
outside of the classroom. 
Throughout the school 
year, Mandi fostered a 
love for learning in and 
among her students. She 
created a space for them 
to show love one to one 
another, exhibit kindness 
and compassion, and 
develop the ability to ac-
cept others. Mandi also 
created opportunities for 

personal development by 
allowing her students to 
explore their interests and 
embrace their unique in-
terests and personalities.” 

Kristie Brantley - SPS
In support of Mrs. 

Brantley’s Teacher of the 
year selection, a grand-
mother wrote, “This 
young lady was influ-
ential in the life of my 
granddaughter, during 
one of the most diffi-
cult times imaginable.” 
She discussed how after 
losing her mother, her 
granddaughter was learn-
ing how to go through 
life without her mom and 
found guidance and com-
passion in Mrs. Brantley. 
She stated that when her 
granddaughter needed 
a little more nurturing 
than other children, Mrs. 
Brantley stepped up, even 
while balancing a room 
full of young students. To 
their family, Mrs. Brant-
ley became more than a 
teacher; she became part 
of the family. The grand-
mother shared how Mrs. 
Brantley not only gave 
110 percent during nor-
mal school hours but also 
after the doors closed. 
One particular example 
she shared was when her 
granddaughter, nervous 
and missing her mom, 
invited her teachers to 
Church to watch her in a 
program she was in. The 
grandmother stated, “I 
will never forget the look 
on my granddaughter’s 
face when Kristie and 
Kristie’s husband entered 
those Church doors, and I 
will never forget the im-
pact it had on me!” 

Emanuel County 
Schools is proud to have 
these deserving teachers 
representing their respec-
tive schools. Judges se-
lected one teacher from 
this group of finalists 
to represent the district 
as the 2023 ECS Teach-
er of the Year. Read next 
week’s edition to see the 
announcement and hear 
from this educator. 
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Emanuel County Schools... 
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Southern University, 
where I graduated in 
2008 with my Bachelor of 
Business Administration 
in Accounting.” 

Johnson joined the 
Emanuel Medical Cen-
ter team in 2009 as the 
Director of Materials 
Management. She began 
her duties by assisting 
in accounting and short-
ly, thereafter, moved to 
the Controller position 
before finally moving 
to the Chief Financial 
Officer position in 2017.  
During her tenure, she 
has served in the lead 
Accounting and Finance 
roles at Candler Coun-
ty Hospital and Evans 
Memorial Hospital 
through a hospital man-
agement group, while 
still serving Emanuel 
Medical Center.  

“Emanuel Medical is 
my home, and I am priv-
ileged to be a part of my 
hometown hospital fami-
ly.” She said with a smile. 

Johnson has also fur-
thered her education by 
obtaining her Master of 
Accountancy in 2012 from 
Auburn University. She 
has also completed and 
holds the title of Certified 
Healthcare Financial 
Professional (CHFP) 
from the Healthcare 
Financial Management 
Association. 

Although she is a pro-
fessional in her career, 
Johnson is also a hard-
working and loving 
mother to two sons, 
Joshua, and Drew, whom 
she shares with her hus-
band of 11 years, Andy 
Johnson. Congratulations 
Jessica, on your well-de-
served success! You’re an 
inspiration to us all!

Johnson makes GSU...
(From front page)
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Drawdy sworn in as East Georgia 
State College Chief of Police

East Georgia State 
College (EGSC) hosted 
a swearing-in ceremo-
ny Monday, August 8, 
for Trey Drawdy who 
has been named the new 
EGSC Chief of Police and 
will serve the campus 
community. The Univer-
sity System of Georgia 
(USG) Chief of Safety and 
Security, Chief Mike Cov-
erson, attended the event 
to administer the Oath of 
Office.  

“I am excited to join the 
East Georgia State College 
family and to be a part of 
an environment which 
is truly student focused. 
The college experience is 
about helping students ex-
plore and blaze their own 
pathways to a fulfilling 
and prosperous future. 
I’m eager to do my part in 
helping, supporting, and 
encouraging our students 
through various public 
safety initiatives and ser-
vices,” said Drawdy.    

Drawdy is originally 
from Southeast Georgia 
and has over 25 years 
of law enforcement and 
higher education adminis-
trative experience. 

“Trey is a law enforce-
ment professional with 
decades of experience 
in this area and I could 
not be more pleased that 
he has chosen to join us 
here at East Georgia State 
College,” said Dr. Da-
vid Schecter, President of 
EGSC.  

Drawdy began his ca-
reer in 1994 with the 
Glynn County Police De-
partment as a patrol officer 
and later served as an in-
vestigator. During his time 
with the agency, Drawdy 
was awarded the depart-
ment’s distinguished ser-
vice medal and received 
the Optimist International 
Respect for Law Award.

To expand his criminal 
justice knowledge base, 
he accepted an appoint-
ment with the Juvenile 
Court of Glynn County 
and served in various ca-
pacities to include intake, 
diversion, probation, and 
represented the court as 
an inter-agency trainer.  
Additionally, he served as 
a school resource officer 
with the Glynn County 
Schools Police and over-
saw training for the agen-
cy.

In 2004, Drawdy earned 
a graduate degree and 
became a criminal jus-
tice faculty member with 
Chattahoochee Techni-
cal College. His primary 
focus was on mentoring 
first-generation college 
students and public safety 
professionals seeking ca-

reer enhancement through 
education. As a depart-
ment chair, he developed 
the Law Enforcement Ac-
celerated Academic Pro-
gram (LEAAP), which 
offered a combination of 
online, hybrid, and con-
densed in-person classes 
offered on weekends. His 
efforts led to receiving the 
Rick Perkins Award for 
Excellence in Technical In-
struction at the institution-
al level.

In 2009 he became direc-
tor of the Reinhardt Uni-
versity Public Safety In-
stitute, which is a Georgia 
P.O.S.T. certified law en-
forcement academy in the 
metro-Atlanta area. The 
Institute was conceived to 
serve the needs of aspiring 
and veteran law enforce-
ment officers through a 
combination of training 
and education. Drawdy 
found the position to be 
unique because it required 
a merging of academic 
administration with law 
enforcement managerial 
responsibilities.

He was initially tasked 
with overseeing the basic 
training of new police of-
ficers. Under his leader-
ship, programming was 
expanded to include ad-
vanced and specialized 
training for veteran law 
enforcement officers. As 
the Institute grew and 
expanded, Drawdy was 
named interim dean of 
the School of Profession-
al Studies and was pro-

moted to the rank of cap-
tain within the Reinhardt 
University Department of 
Public Safety.

Drawdy retired from 
Reinhardt University in 
2022 after having gradu-
ated over 400 newly mint-
ed Georgia police officers. 
Additionally, he is proud 
to have played a role in 
the development of veter-
an officers who have gone 
on to serve across Georgia 
as police chiefs, command 
staff members, and super-
visors.

Drawdy is a member of 
the Georgia Association of 
Chiefs of Police and com-
pleted the Chief Executive 
Training program in 2020. 
He holds an associate de-
gree from the College of 
Coastal Georgia, a bacca-
laureate degree from Arm-
strong State University, 
and a Master of Education 
from Troy University. Ad-
ditionally, he is certified as 
a senior instructor through 
the Georgia P.O.S.T. Coun-
cil and is a U.S. Marine 
Corps veteran.

Trey’s wife of 16 years, 
Brook, is a native of Bull-
och County and is an 
East Georgia State Col-
lege alumnus. In their free 
time, the couple enjoys at-
tending youth basketball 
tournaments with their 
13-year-old son, Lee. Trey 
also enjoys camping and 
giving of his time through 
service as an adult volun-
teer leader with Georgia 
4-H.  

EGSC INTERIM CHIEF ROLAND, DR. SCHECTER, CHIEF DRAWDY, 
BROOK DRAWDY AND USG CHIEF OF SAFETY AND SECURITY 

MIKE COVERSON

CHIEF DRAWDY TAKES OATH
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SEND A CARD TO SOMEONE EXPERIENCING 
THE LOSS OF A LOVED ONE.

Frances Delaine Claxton 
Sumner, 82

Frances Delaine 
Claxton Sumner, age 
82, departed this life 
on August 6, 2022, 
surrounded by her 
family. Funeral ser-
vices were held 
Tuesday, August 9, at 
10 a.m. in the chapel 
of Tomlinson Funeral 
Home with Chaplain 
Roger Holley offi-
ciating. Interment 
followed in the 
Swainsboro City 
Cemetery.

The family received 
friends Monday, August 
8, from 6 to 8 p.m. at Tom-
linson Funeral Home.

Frances Delaine Clax-
ton Sumner was born 
April 10, 1940, in Swains-
boro, to the late Eddie 
Claxton and Christine 
Sullivan Claxton. She 
was an extraordinary 
woman with a great 
sense of humor. Frances 
was a wonderful role 
model for her family, 
friends, and for those 
seeking a better way of 
life. She worshiped as a 
Southern Baptist with a 
strong faith in the Holy 
Trinity. J. P. Stevens (East 
Dublin, GA) was her first 
job (July 1958 – Decem-
ber 1969). She worked 
in Woolen and Mending, 
making production every 
week and also in Cus-
tomer Service. Unable to 
attend her Senior year 
at Swainsboro High 
School, Frances studied 
and acquired her GED 
(2/29/1968) while work-
ing at J. P. Stevens. In 
1969-71, she went to 
Cosmetology School 
in Dublin to become a 
cosmetologist and grad-
uated August 17, 1971. 
As a cosmetologist from 
December 1969 – October 
1990, Frances’ income 
supported her fami-
ly while her husband, 
Bill Sumner, began his 
career with State Farm 
Insurance Company in 
Swainsboro. Additional-

ly, she worked at Shop 
Rite Pharmacy from 1975 
to 1978 for Danny Tapley 
and Butch Parrish. Bless-
ed with the gift of cre-
ativity, cake decorating 
became a passion for her. 
As a cake decorator for 
many years, she worked 
independently, and also 
with Kroger, Piggly Wig-
gly, Bi Lo, and Harvey’s 
Supermarket. Frances 
was a voracious reader 
of all genres and enjoyed 
cooking, gardening, cro-
cheting, and walking/
training her “shelter 
dog” Tagan every morn-
ing. In her later years, 
she took great pleasure 
in “Flea Market Hag-
gling”. Mrs. Sumner is 
preceded in death by her 
parents; daughter, Chris-
ty Elaine Sumner Bull-
ard; brothers, John Clax-
ton and Marvin Willis 
Claxton Sr., husband, Bill 
V. Sumner; and husband, 
Clifford L. Ellis.

Mrs. Sumner is sur-
vived by her daughter, 
Debora Sumner Mull-
ing of Adrian; grand-
sons, Isaac J. Mulling, Jr. 
and William G. Bullard, 
both of Adrian; broth-
er, Dock Garland Clax-
ton (Shirley) of Swains-
boro; and sister, Carolyn 
Claxton Kirby (Charles, 
deceased) of Warner 
Robins.

Memorials may be 
made to the Alzheimer’s 
Association in mem-
ory of Frances Claxton 
Sumner.

Tomlinson Funeral 
Home and Crematory 
was in charge of arrange-
ments.

SUMNER

Marianne Lester Sanders, 80
D u r d e n - H u d s o n 

Funeral Directors 
announces the death of 
Mrs. Marianne Lester 
Sanders, age 80, a native 
of Byromville, GA, on 
Thursday, August 4, 
2022, at Cedar Plantation 
in Metter. Funeral ser-
vices will be Saturday, 
August 13, at 3 p.m. in the 
Peebles-Curry Memorial 
Chapel with Sonia 
Sullivan Clifton officiat-
ing. Interment will fol-
low in the Swainsboro 
City Cemetery. The fam-
ily will receive friends 
Saturday, August 13, 
from 2 to 3 p.m. at the 
funeral home.

Pallbearers are James 
“Jim” Mercer, W. C. 
Grimes, James “Jim” 
Cowart, Michael Wall, 
Jack Lester and Sam 
Lester.

Mrs. Sanders was 
born June 14, 1942, in 
Byromville, Dooly 
County, GA, to the late 
Frank Wood Lester and 
Wealtha Louise Bundrick 
Lester. She was a grad-
uate of Dooly County 
High School in Vienna, 
and attended Emory 
University. Marianne 
was a member of Phi 
Mu Sorority, and grad-
uated from University 
of Maryland with a 
Master’s in Education. 
She was an avid collec-
tor of cookbooks, was a 
phenomenal cook, and 
was a member of the Red 
Hat Society. Marianne 
also enjoyed walking 
and traveling, which she 
did extensively with her 
husband during his time 
in the military. However, 

her greatest joy was her 
family, cooking for them 
and spending time with 
them. She was a member 
of St. Stephens Church 
in Suwanee, TN. In addi-
tion to her parents, Mrs. 
Sanders is preceded in 
death by her beloved 
husband, Thomas F. 
Sanders, Jr.; and sister, 
Barbara Methvin.

Survivors include her 
daughter, Leslie Johnson 
(Russell) of Swainsboro; 
sons, Thomas Kibbee 
Sanders of Chattanooga, 
TN; and Carlton Eugene 
Sanders (Nessi) of 
Bloomington, IN; sister, 
Helen Wall (Andrew) of 
Dothan, AL; brothers, 
Frank Wood Lester Jr. 
(Angela) of Montazuma, 
GA and Samuel Marshall 
Lester (Stacey) of Capron, 
GA; grandchildren, 
Charles Alan “Chip” 
Morgan Jr. (Mamrie), 
Thomas Sanders, 
Schuyler Angus Johnson, 
Elizabeth Caledonia 
Sanders, and Tiernan 
Hilburn Johnson; nieces, 
nephews and extended 
family.

D u r d e n - H u d s o n 
Funeral Directors is in 
charge of arrangements.

SANDERS

Patricia Dekle Coleman, 87
Mrs. Patricia Dekle 

Coleman, 87, of Swains-
boro, passed away Sat-
urday, August 6, 2022, 
at Emanuel County 
Nursing Home follow-
ing an extended illness. 
The family will receive 
friends from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Saturday, August 
13, at Chapman Funeral 
Home.Mrs. Coleman 
was born December 21, 
1934, in Swainsboro, 
to Cecil Kermit Dekle 
and Emma Bird John-
son. After graduating 
from Swainsboro High 
School, she attend-
ed Mercer Univer-
sity where she was a 
member of Chi Omega 
Sorority. Mrs. Coleman 
also attended Georgia 
Southern University 
and Draughon’s Busi-
ness School. She lived 
in Atlanta for 35 years 
before moving to Lake 
Sinclair and marrying 
her high school sweet-
heart, Mr. Elwyn O. 
Coleman, Jr. Mrs. Cole-
man was a member 
and past president of 
Milledgeville Country 
Club Ladies Golf Asso-
ciation and a member 
of Wilmington Island 
Gold Club Ladies Asso-
ciation. She was also a 
member of First Fam-
ilies of Georgia and 
Daughters of the Amer-

ican Revolution. Mrs. 
Coleman was a volun-
teer at both an Atlanta 
Hospital and Emanuel 
Medical Center, where 
she also was secretary of 
the Volunteer Associa-
tion. She was a member 
of First Baptist Church 
of Swainsboro. Mrs. 
Coleman is preceded in 
death by her parents; 
husband, Elwyn O. 
Coleman, Jr.; and son, 
Christopher M. Barnett.
Mrs. Coleman is sur-
vived by her son, David 
Barnett (Stephanie) of 
Swainsboro; grandchil-
dren, Dylan Barnett of 
Oceanside, CA, Raissa 
Barnett, Danny Barnett, 
Jake Barnett, and Olivia 
Barnett, all of Atlanta; 
and great-granddaugh-
ter, Katerina Isabella 
Barnett.

Chapman Funeral 
Home of Swainsboro 
is in charge of arrange-
ments. 

COLEMAN

John Kelley, 41
Mr. John Kelley, 41, 

of Metter, passed away 
unexpectedly Wednes-
day, August 3, 2022. 
Memorial service will be 
private at a later date.

Mr. Kelley was born 
August 11, 1980, in Lees-
burg, FL, to Carl Kelley 
and Livia Judy Sullivan. 
He was a very loving guy, 
especially for his chil-
dren, nieces, and neph-
ews. John was employed 
by Walmart in Vidalia. 
Mr. Kelley is preceded in 
death by his parents. 

Mr. Kelley is survived 
by his sons, Logan Tin-
ker of Metter and Xavier 
Tinker of Florida; broth-
ers, Rhett Kelley (Diana) 
of Metter, Carl Kelley 
of Moultrie, Luke Sulli-

van of Vidalia, and Jody 
Sullivan of Branford, 
FL; sisters, Ashley Love 
(Randy) and Holly Slat-
er, both of Metter; many 
nieces, nephews, and 
friends. 

Chapman Funeral 
Home of Swainsboro 
is in charge of arrange-
ments.

KELLEY

Don’t forget to love God
As life changes fast-

er than we can change, 
it becomes more com-
plex. Learning new ways 
of managing can be our 
focus or get our atten-
tion. So, before we get 
too carried away with the 
complexity of everyday 
life issues, let us not forget 
to love God. 

Before you realize it, life 
can become all about you 
and your circle, so be care-
ful that you don’t get in 
the vicious cycle of chas-
ing everything that comes 
along. Focus on chasing 
God. He is the first and 
the last. He is the begin-
ning and the end.  

I recently listened to, 
“The last words of Steve 
Jobs” (Google and listen 
to it). Steve Jobs was a 
genius. He became a bil-
lionaire. He invented 
Apple computers and 
iPads. He died of pancre-
atic cancer at the age of 
fifty-six. He gave great 
advice on wealth and 
health, but his last words 
were, “ Love God”.  

The first command-
ment given was “Thou 

shalt have no other God’s 
before me”.   Let›s not 
put anything ahead of 
God. You don›t have to 
worry about what will 
happen in the future if you 
keep God first. Sometimes 
life can throw you out 
of focus but this is just a 
reminder.  God will take 
care of you. He promised 
in Philippians 4:19, “And 
my God shall supply all 
your need according to 
his riches in glory.” Also 
remember Proverbs 3:5-6, 
“Trust in the Lord with 
all thine heart; and lean 
not unto thine own under-
standing. In all your ways, 
acknowledge him and he 
shall direct your paths.”

So, don’t forget to 
love God. He promised 
to never leave you nor 
forsake you. Keep trust-
ing him as things get 
more difficult. Pray, and 
fast. Read his word and 
be obedient to it. Stay 
focused. Remember St. 
John chapter fourteen. 
Don’t let your heart be 
troubled. Jesus is the way, 
the truth and the life. So, 
don’t forget God.
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Rev. Allen Meeks, 69
Reverend Allen Meeks, 

69, of Kite passed away 
Monday, August 1, 2022, 
at Wrightsville Manor 
following an extended 
illness. Funeral services 
were held at 11 a.m. 
Wednesday, August 3, at 
Kite Church of God with 
Evangelist Brian Bout-
well officiating. Inter-
ment followed in Kite 
Church of God Ceme-
tery. The family received 
friends from 6 to 8 
p.m. Tuesday, August 
2, at Chapman Funeral 
Home.Pallbearers were 
Joey Schoen, Zach Wal-
ters, Nathan Meeks, Joey 
Claxton, Steve Meeks, 
and John Buxton. Honor-
ary pallbearers were the 
Men of the Kite Church 
of God. Reverend Meeks 
was born December 1, 
1952, in Swainsboro to 
Hardee Meeks and Liz-
zie Jane Flanders Meeks. 
His life can be summed 
up in three words: called 
to serve. At the young 
age of fifteen, Rev. Meeks 
felt God was calling him 
to become a preacher. 
A couple of years later, 
when some were trying 
to avoid being drafted 
into the military, Rever-
end Meeks obeyed God’s 
calling to enlist in the 
United States Army. He 
went on to bravely serve 
his country in the Viet-
nam War. While in the 
United States Army, Rev-
erend Meeks married his 
beautiful wife, Donna, 
a childhood friend and 
neighbor. When he left 
the military, the avid out-
doorsman began work-
ing for his wife’s fam-
ily’s logging business. 
Soon after the birth of his 
first daughter, Reverend 
Meeks began pastoring 
his first church. A few 
years later, God opened 
a door to minister at the 
Kite Church of God, the 
place of worship he and 
his wife grew up in. The 
adored father of two girls 
pastored the Kite Church 
of God for 36 years. The 

ordained minister self-
lessly dedicated himself 
to his church and com-
munity. Regardless of 
the time of day, where 
he was at, or what his 
plans were, the beloved 
pastor immediately went 
to those who called him 
and needed a minis-
ter. The devoted man of 
God had three passions 
in his life: his church, his 
family, and his cows. He 
often referred to himself 
as the cowboy preacher. 
He was a fan of western 
television programs and 
movies. John Wayne was 
one of his favorite actors. 
Reverend Meeks even 
famously preached a ser-
mon based on an episode 
of “Gunsmoke.” While he 
will be missed by many, 
his legacy lives on in the 
lives of those touched by 
his ministry. Rev. Meeks 
is preceded in death by 
his parents; and brothers, 
Robbie Meeks and J. H. 
Meeks.

Rev. Meeks is survived 
by his wife of 48 years, 
Donna C. Meeks of Kite; 
daughters, Olivia Stone 
(Eddie) of Stilson and 
Samantha Sheffield (Pat-
rick) of Kite; grandson, 
Zane Stone of Stilson; 
sisters, Elaine Bridges 
(Wayne) of Glenwood, 
Ruth Williams (Paul) and 
Jane Ann Walters (Gary), 
both of Kite, Betty Schoen 
of Swainsboro, and Jan-
ice Mathias of Dublin; 
several nieces, nephews, 
and many friends. 

Chapman Funeral 
Home of Swainsboro 
is in charge of arrange-
ments.

REV. MEEKS

Oak Chapel Church to undergo repair
After months of re-

search to develop a plan 
to restore Oak Chapel’s 
sanctuary, the building 
committee presented their 
findings to the church last 
week. Termite damage 
was discovered in the 
1873 building in March of 
last year, and it was feared 
the historic church would 
need to be torn down and 
rebuilt. The committee 
consulted with a structur-
al engineering company 
from Savannah.  After a 
thorough evaluation, the 
structural engineer de-
termined that the church 

could be repaired.  Sever-
al contractors were invit-
ed to bid the work, using 
the engineer’s guidelines. 
Bids were obtained for 
both repairing and for 
rebuilding the church. 
The committee compiled 
all the information, and 
it was their recommen-
dation that the sanctuary 
be repaired rather than 
torn down and rebuilt. 
It seemed to be the best 
course financially. And 
the sentimental and his-
torical value figured in 
greatly with the decision 
to repair.

Last week, the church 
voted unanimously to 
follow the building com-
mittee’s recommendation 
to repair. The bid went to 
Lynn Construction Con-
tracting, Inc. from Clax-
ton, because of their ex-
tensive experience with 
foundation work. Repairs 
will begin in September. 
Oak Chapel has received 
enormous community 
support during this uncer-
tain time.  Pastors Tommy 
Henry and Ray Jenkins 
extend thanks to every-
one who has reached out 
to call, pray, and even give 

toward restoration of this 
little church on the hill.

OAK CHAPEL 
CHURCH

Oak Grove Missionary
 back-to-school kickoff

Oak Grove Missionary Baptist Church held a back-to-school kickoff for local 
youth on Saturday, July 23. The day featured a bounce house, food and time spent 
engaging with members of the church. The youth were invited to Sunday church 
service and transportation was provided. 

KICKOFF PARTICIPANTS

Free clothing for all!
Swainsboro Church of Christ, located on Turner Drive in Swainsboro, will host 
a free clothing give away for all ages and genders on Saturday, August 27, from 
9 a.m. until 12 p.m.

Braswell to hold 
book signing

A book signing and 
meet and greet event for 
Author Dr. Catherine 
Braswell will be held 
Saturday, August 20, at 
11 a.m. at 210 West Main 
Street in Swainsboro. 

More about Dr. 
Braswell…

Dr. Braswell has worked 
as a licensed practical 
nurse for over 20 years, 
as well as serving as 
an outreach nurse with 
a focus on diabetes pre-
vention and education. 
She is also currently 
the president, founder 
and DEO of The Hand 
of God School of Biblical 
Studies/Ministries, Inc. in 
Swainsboro and Wadley. 
Dr. Braswell is also a lay 
Christian counselor. She 
earned her LPN from 

Swainsboro Technical 
College, and her doctorate 
degree from The Institute 
of Theology and Ministry 
Training in Orlando, 
Florida. She is married to 
Varick Braswell and has 
three grown children and 
eight grandchildren. Dr. 
Braswell resides with her 
family in Bartow.

DR. BRASWELL

BOOK BY DR. BRASWELL
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BATES AND HARRIS

Harris, Bates plan 
November wedding

Kevin and Penny Woods of Swainsboro announce the engagement of their 
daughter, Amber Harris, to Matthew Bates, son of Scott and Cindy Bates of 
Stillmore. Miss Harris is currently attending Southeastern Technical College pur-
suing an early childhood education degree, while working as a full-time CSR for 
Entergy Corp. Matthew attended Southeastern Technical College and is now a 
certified CNC operator at Nordson. A November wedding is planned. 

Miss Armstrong honored 
with bridal shower

Miss Jada Armstrong, 
bride-elect of Mr. Blake 
Akridge, was honored 
with a bridal shower at 
Swainsboro Shrine Club 
Saturday, July 23, at 2 
p.m.  Miss Armstrong 
chose a white dress as 
her attire. Tables were 
adorned with burlap and 
lace, and a rustic theme 

balloon arch-way with 
winery colors were used 
for decorations.  Guests 
enjoyed “bride-to-be” 
cake, meatballs, fruit tray, 
chips and dip, and sand-
wiches with water and 
punch. 

Hostessess were Brandi 
Akridge, Kyler Akridge, 
and Versie Coleman.  

Special guests includ-
ed Kellie Armstrong, 
Jordi Armstrong, Jean 
Chapman, Marilyn 
Armstrong, Pam Akridge, 
and Ann Akridge.

The wedding is set for 
October 29, 2022, at The 
Frog Pad in Lyons. A 
reception will follow at 
the same location.

B. AKRDIGE, ARMSTRONG, K. AKRIDGE, AND COLEMAN
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The Dog Cause… and effect
by BRITTANY HALL
Since the beginning 

of time dogs have been 
inspiring us to live more 
mindfully and love our-
selves for who we are, 
truth be told, they know 
more about heart than 
some of us could ever 
muster into our being. 
They don’t discriminate 
or look for the bad in 
humanity, they just sim-
ply want our company 
and are created for a life-
long companionship, 
even when we aren’t. As 
if Elvis himself were con-
stantly in their thoughts 
giving his best perfor-
mance of, ‘Can’t Help 
Falling in Love with You’, 
they truly cannot help 
but to fall in love with us 
whenever they sense our 
presence or their puppy 
dog eyes meet ours, so 
let’s give back to man’s 
best friend and show 
them the same love that 
they live to give us.

In a recent edition of 
the Blade, we honored 
our local four-legged 
friends by publishing a 
competition called ‘The 
Dog Cause’, where over 

30 readers sent in the 
best dog-gone photos of 
their fur babies to be 
considered for a cash 
prize, a winning title and 
a 50lb supply bag of dog 
food for the champion to 
enjoy. To enter the con-
test, each contestant had 
to submit the required 
information as well as a 
small fee of $5.00 before 
meeting the deadline of 
July 20. While this was 
a contest, it was not in 
favor of rivalry but was 
entirely in favor of the 
dogs, as each proceed 
made from the competi-
tion was donated to the 
Emanuel County Ani-
mal Shelter. 

On July 27, Swains-
boro native Heather 
Cook was notified that 
her 7-year-old Black 
Labrador Retriever, Har-
lee, was the winner of 
the 2022 ‘Dog Cause’ 
competition. Harlee, 
who enjoys playing 
ball, splashing in the 
pool and water from the 
sprinkler and hose, was 
adopted into the Cook 
home along with her sis-
ter Dixie at the age of 

six weeks old. Although 
playful, in her winning 
photo she sat perfect-
ly posed in the middle 
of a green field, next to 
her yellow tennis ball, 
while wearing a genu-
inely relaxed smile and 
waiting for her owner to 
catch the moment. Unbe-
knownst at the time, 
it was a moment that 
would gain the ‘good 
girl,’ a deserving pub-
licity from a wholesome 
act that truly embodies 
the meaning of, ‘The 
Dog Cause’. 

“I was super excited 
when I was told that 
Harlee had won!” Cook 
began to explain with 
a smile, “My husband 
Andy, and I don’t have 
children, but we have 
our six dogs, Bristol Finn, 
Lainee Brook, Harlee, 
Dixie, Lillie, Jake, and 
Marlee. To us they are 
our children and to get 
to showcase them like 
other parents would 
do with their kids, is so 
awesome.”

As Cook and Harlee 
came to collect their 
prizes, an act of benev-
olence stirred within. 
After taking their con-
gratulatory photo, Cook 
shared that she wanted 
the $50.00 check and the 
50lbs of dog food to be 
given to the Emanuel 
County Animal Shel-
ter. Although, $175.00 
was already raised from 
the competition, her gen-
erous request contrib-
uted a total of $225.00 
which benefitted all the 
hopeful pups in need. 

“There are so many 
homeless dogs out there 
that I just wanted to give 
back to them. I didn’t 
need the money or dog 
food, but I knew that 
they did and that the 
shelter would get better 
use of it.” She sincerely 
said.

It’s hard to imagine 
what life is like within 
the shelter or how dif-
ficult the job may be. 

There are many dedicat-
ed employees who work 
diligently to provide 
comfort for the animals 
while they wait for their 
forever home, but they 
still need food, bedding, 
veterinarian care, medi-
cal assistance, and spay-
ing/neutering. Cook’s 
donation along with the 
donations of the other 
contestants who entered 
the contest, will help 
provide the care that 
our abandoned animals 
deserve until a suitable 
home is found for them.

“There are so many 
stray animals out there, 
dogs and cats includ-
ed. They all deserve 
good, healthy, loving 
homes just as much as 
your pedigree’s.” Cook 
added before continu-
ing, “ADOPT when you 
think of adopting. Don’t 
just go buy a dog, do 
your part, and make a 
difference in the life of 
an animal who needs 
you.” 

The Cooks are current-
ly in the process of build-
ing a Boarding Kennel 
called, Harley Hill Farm 
and Kennel, with plans 
to open after the first 
of the year. Thank you, 
Heather, and Andy, for 
sharing your compas-
sion with those who are 
so deserving of our love 
and attention and thank 
you to the many con-
testants who donated 
by simply sharing your 
cute photos of your paw-
some pals. Dogs are not 
our whole life, but we 
are theirs and we hope 
that when you decide to 
open your homes and 
hearts to a pet that you 
will consider an animal 
in need. If you’re inter-
ested in rescuing a pup, 
please visit the Emanuel 
County Animal Shelter 
at 343 Market St, in 
Swainsboro or contact 
them at 478-237-4040. 
True love is a hop, skip, 
and a dog shelter away.

HEATHER COOK RECEIVING THE WINNING 
CHECK FROM PAM AKRIDGE

AKRIDGE GIVING DONATED, WINNING 
CHECK AND DOG FOOD TO MERCEDES 
HEPWORTH OF THE ANIMAL SHELTER

WINNING PHOTO OF HARLEE
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HUMMINGBIRD CAKE

2 boxes Duncan Hines yellow cake mixes
6 eggs
water 
melted butter 
1 can 20 oz. crushed pineapple, drained
3 bananas, cut and smashed
1 1/2 tsp cinnamon
2 tbsp. vanilla extract
1 c. chopped pecans
1 dash salt

Heat oven to 350 and grease a large square cake pan (like 12x18). If you do 
not have a 12x18 pan, a 9x13 will work. Just cut all the ingredients in half. 
Mix cake mixes according to directions on the boxes except use melted butter 
in place of oil. Also, add vanilla extract. Add pineapple, smashed bananas, 
cinnamon, salt, and pecans. Mix all this together well. Pour into pan and 
cook for 25 to 30 min or until toothpick is inserted and comes out clean. Let 
cool and ice with cream cheese frosting.
For frosting, add cream cheese to mixing bowl. Add butter, confectioners’ 
sugar, and vanilla. Mix well. Add milk a little at the time to get the consisten-
cy you want it to be. Then frost cake after it cools and enjoy.

PARMESAN BAKED 
PORK CHOPS

4 boneless pork chops, 1/2” thick
1 tbsp. olive oil
1 c. Parmesan cheese
1 c. Italian bread crumbs
1 tsp. black pepper
1 tsp. garlic powder

2 pkg. Hawaiian sweet dinner rolls (12 per package)
1 pkg. deli sandwich ham, 16 oz.
12 slices Swiss cheese
1/2 c. butter, melted
1 tbsp. poppy seeds
1 1/2 tsp
Worcestershire sauce
1 1/2 tsp. brown or Dijon mustard
1 tsp. onion powder

Slice top from rolls and place bottoms in baking pan. Layer ham and cheese 
on rolls. Replace tops. Combine butter, poppy seeds, mustard, Worcestershire, 
and onion powder in a saucepan. Mix well. Drizzle over rolls. Refrigerate un-
til butter is firm or overnight. Cover with foil. Bake at 350° for 30 minutes or 
until cheese melts. Uncover and cook for 2 additional minutes. Serve warm 
or cold.

HAWAIIAN ROLL HAM 
SLIDERS

On a plate combine the last 4 ingredients. Rub the pork chops with olive oil 
and then dip (coat) each one in the cheese mixture. Press the mixture over the 
pork chops to make sure they are well covered in it. Line a pan with tin foil 
and spray with cooking spray. Place the pork chops on the pan and bake at 350 
degrees for 40-45 minutes.

21st CENTURY LEADERS AT ROBERTO C. GOIZUTA BUSINESS SCHOOL

ECI’s 21st Century Leaders
“21st Century Leaders” reccently sponsored four one-week residential institutes 

on three of Georgia’s college campuses. These institutes focused on leadership, 
business, environmental science, healthcare, and television production. Emanuel 
County Institute had three students participate: Braxton Jones, Sarah Catherine 
Kraus, and Hunter Spears.

21st CENTURY STUDENTS AT GEORGIA COLLEGE IN MILLEDGEVILLE

 Lilah Riner places in 2022 Georgia 
AU State Championships

 Gymnast ics 
Championships

Lilah Riner, a local 
level 1 gymnast at 
Vidalia Gymnastics 
& Cheer, placed 2nd on 
balance beam, 2nd on 
floor exercise, 5th on vault 
and 6th place in the All-
Around Junior C Division 
while competing in the 
2022 Georgia AAU State 
Championships. Lilah 
trains twice a week. She 
is the 7-year-old daugh-
ter of Mitchell and 
Margo Riner of Nunez, 
and attends Swainsboro 
Primary School. 

Vidalia Gymnastics 

& Cheer’s competi-
tive gymnastics team, 
Team Vidalia, recently 
traveled to Carrollton 
to compete in the 2022 
Georgia AAU State 
Championships. The 
three-day event hosted 
over 500 gymnasts from 
throughout Georgia, all 
hoping to bring home 
gold medals and state 
champion awards. Team 
Vidalia produced 16 
State Champions this 
year. Their level 1 team 
placed 3rd, level 2 team 
won 1st place, level 3 team 
placed 4th place, and level 
5 team placed 1st place in 

the state. These gymnasts 
competed in several 
invitationals around the 
state this year to qualify 
to compete at the State 
Championships. 

TEAM VIDALIA

LILAH RINER

CREAM CHEESE FROSTING
1 pkg 8 oz. cream cheese, softened
1 pkg 16 oz. confectioners’ sugar
1 stick salted butter, softened
1-2 tbsp. milk
1/2 tbsp. vanilla extract

Noteworthy turn-out at STC 
Financial Aid Check-up

SCENE FROM CHECK UP EVENT

On Thursday, July 28, 
Southeastern Technical 
College (STC) hosted its 
first Check Up event for 
2022-2023 financial aid. 
Throughout the day on both 
the Vidalia and Swainsboro 
campuses, new and return-
ing students were assisted 
one-on-one in completing 
their financial aid appli-
cations for the new school 
year. Financial aid status 
is required to be renewed 
annually before the begin-
ning of fall semester which 
begins August 15, 2022.  Re-
becca Ethredge, Director of 

Financial Aid, stated that 
during this one-day event, 
her department was able 
to help dozens of students 
complete their Free Appli-
cation for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA) and submit 
documents for their aid 
requirements.  “Many stu-
dents do not realize they 
are eligible for federal aid, 
so we encourage all stu-
dents to complete a FAFSA 
application,” said Ethredge. 
“It is very important that 
college applicants respond 
to emails and text messag-
es from STC to begin this 

financial aid process and to 
track the status of their ap-
plication so they are aware 
if any additional documen-
tation is needed. Southeast-
ern Tech’s Financial Aid 
Office is available to assist 
students and potential stu-
dents between now and 
August 15 to clear up any 
issues for this coming se-
mester, Monday through 
Thursday 8 am to 6 pm.

For more information on 
STC, visit www.southeast-
erntech.edu or call Vidalia 
at (912) 538-3100 or Swains-
boro at (478) 289-2200.



CYAN-AOOO     MAGENTA-OAOO     YELLOW-OOAO     BLACK    012908

4B The Forest-Blade • www.EmanuelCountyLive.com • Swainsboro, Georgia • August 10, 2022

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
529 S. Main St., 478-237-7535

BAPTIST
ADRIAN BAPTIST

210 N. Nora St., Adrian
David Oliver, Min., 478-668-3589

ANTIOCH PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
827 Antioch Church Rd., Twin City

Elder Jim Bowen, 912-763-3726

BETHEL PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
231 Harmon Rd., 478-237-5387

BITHYNIA PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
2270 Hwy. 1 North

BLUNDALE BAPTIST
2675 Hwy. 1 North, 478-494-8538

Shannon Boula, Min.

CANOOCHEE BAPTIST
Twin City, 912-687-3449

Mark Wiggins, Min.

COMMUNITY BAPTIST
342 Market St., 478-237-6585

Lenard Richards, Min.

DELLWOOD BAPTIST
Hwy. 1 North

Joe Bedgood, Min.

EL BETHEL BAPTIST
1726 Fannie Brewer Rd., Twin City
Larry Jennings, Min., 478-763-2001

EMANUEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST
Adrian

FIRST BAPTIST
240 West Main St., 478-237-7564

Casey Shaw, Min.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF TWIN CITY
Twin City, 478-237-2654

Bill Perry, Min.

FRIENDSHIP FREE WILL BAPTIST
Twin City, 912-585-4805

Will Jackson, Min.

GARFIELD BAPTIST
Hwy. 23, North, Garfield

Bob Conley, Min.

GETHSAMANE MISSIONARY BAPTIST
195 Nunez Lexsy Rd., 912-562-3825

Mario D. Webb, Min.

GREATER ST. JAMES MISSIONARY BAPTIST
423 Hopkins St., 478-237-5873

Melvin Adams, Jr., Min.

HARVESTER BAPTIST MISSION
939 W. Main St., 478-237-6461

HAWHAMMOCK BAPTIST
27 Hawhammock Church Rd., 478-237-3429

Cail Pressey, Min.

HEBRON BAPTIST
Old McLeod Bridge Rd., 478-237-6107

Ervin Stapleton, Min.

HILLCREST BAPTIST
990 Hwy. 1 North, 478-237-6477

Jonathan Shepard, Min.

HINES BAPTIST
Old Savanah Rd., Midville

Billy Brinson, Min., 478-625-8678

KITE FIRST BAPTIST
Hwy. 57, Kite, 478-469-5241

Burton Dixon, Min.

LESTER GROVE MISSIONARY BAPTIST
213 Carver St., 478-237-7828

Charles Holloway, Min.

MIDVILLE FIRST BAPTIST
145 Kilpatrick St. Midville

478-589-7260

MORNINGSIDE BAPTIST
Rt. 1, Soperton

James R. Bullard, Min.

MOUNT GILEAD MBC OF CANOOCHEE
192 Little Canoochee Creek Rd., Twin City

Jerry Armstrong, Min., 478-237-2951

MOUNT OLIVET BAPTIST
1593 Mt. Olivet Church Rd., Garfield
J. Randy Graham, Min., 478-763-2411

MOUNT SHADY BAPTIST
Hwy 57 E., Mount Shady Rd., 912-682-1787

Rusty Moore, Min.

MOUNT ZION PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
106 Mt. Zion Church Rd.,
Elder Steve McNure, Min.

NEW HOPE PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
Lexsy

NORRISTOWN BAPTIST
731 Hwy. 221 South, Norristown

Dr. Hal Wilson, Min.

NUNEZ BAPTIST
Hwy. 297, Nunez

Jim Harrell, Min., 912-562-3249

OAK CHAPEL BAPTIST CHURCH
Oak Chapel Rd., Kite

Bro. Tommy Henry, pastor
 478-494-1488

OAK GROVE MISSIONARY BAPTIST
629 Oak Grove Church Rd.,

Alfred Cason, Min.

OHOOPEE GROVE BAPTIST
Hwy. 297, Nunez

Allan Moss, Sr., Min., 912-562-3943

OLNEY PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
202 Thomson St., Oak Park

W.H. Durrence, Min.

PENDLETON SPRINGS MISSIONARY BAPTIST
649 Pendleton Springs Rd., Vidalia

J. Walter Jarrell, Sr., Min., 912-578-5606

PINEY GROVE MISSIONARY BAPTIST
Cross-Green, 478-589-7658

Michael Thomas, Min.

ROUNTREE CHAPEL
722 North Railroad Ave., Twin City
W.E. Johnson, Min., 478-763-3284

ROUNTREE ISLAND MISSIONARY BAPTIST
2859 Hwy. 56 N., Summertown

Richard Lawrence, Jr., Min., 478-589-7953

SAINT GALILEE MISSIONARY BAPTIST
Saint Galilee Church Rd., Summertown

Michael Thomas, Min.

SAINT PHILIP BAPTIST
231 South Racetrack St., 478-237-9562

James E. Love, Min.

SARDIS PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
1473 Wes Lawson Rd., Kite

Elder Sam Adkins, Min., 478-469-3084

SCARBORO BAPTIST
Scarboro Church Rd., Twin City

478-763-2202

SMITH GROVE BAPTIST
50 Mixon Rd., 478-237-9920
Wilbert J. Kennedy Sr., Min.

SOUTHSIDE INDEPENDENT BAPTIST
336 Lambs Bridge Rd., 478-237-6057

Chad Kennison, Min.

SPRING HILL INDEPENDENT BAPTIST
901 Lambs Bridge Rd., 478-237-5269

Bert Flanders, Min.

SPRINGFIELD MISSIONARY BAPTIST
Hwy. 86, Oak Park

Willie Jackson, Jr. Min.

STILLMORE MISSIONARY BAPTIST
203 E. 3rd Ave., Stillmore

George E. Archer, Jr. Min., 912-562-3344

SUMMERTOWN BAPTIST
Church St., Summertown

TRINITY MISSIONARY BAPTIST
311 McLendon St., 478-237-2038

Dr. Charles Wiggins, Jr., Min.

UNION CHAPEL BAPTIST
Garfield, 478-763-3755

UNITED PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
242 W. Main St., 229-424-6486

WILLOW SPRINGS MISSIONARY BAPTIST
1950 Hwy. 80 East., 478-237-5004

CATHOLIC
HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC

928 West Main St., 478-237-6783
Fr. Christopher Orlega

CHRISTIAN
EMANUEL CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES

1338 Lambs Bridge Rd., 478-763-3014
Thomas Simmons, Min.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
SWAINSBORO CHURCH OF CHRIST

653 Turner Dr., 941-960-4747
Darnell Brown, Min.

CHURCH OF GOD
BEACON OF HOPE CHURCH OF GOD

560 East Pine St., 478-237-8509
John Hancock, III, Min.

BLACKVILLE CHURCH OF GOD
12106 Hwy. 15 S., Adrian, 912-529-4959

Kip Boswell, Min.

EASTWOOD CHURCH OF GOD
512 Thigpen Dr., 478-237-5522

Andrew Flowers, Min.

OAK PARK CHURCH OF GOD
180 GA Hwy. 86 E., Lyons

912-578-5901

CANOOCHEE BAPTIST
Twin City, 912-687-3449

Mark Wiggins, Min.
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EPISCOPAL
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE 

GOOD SHEPHERD
621 West Main St.,478-237-7122

Curtis Johnson, Min.

GOSPEL
DIVINE FULL GOSPEL TEACHING MINISTRY

10 Maple Rd., Twin City
Mable Clark, Min., 478-289-8260

HOLINESS
COLEMAN TEMPLE HOLINESS

62 Overstreet Rd.
Robert Coleman, Sr., Min.

MARANATHA PENTECOSTAL HOLINESS
E. Main St., 912-237-3516

PERFECTED LOVE HOLINESS
1127 Hwy. 80 E., 478-237-4598

Dean Martin, II, Min.

WILLIAMS CHAPEL HOLINESS
415 Felix St., 478-289-6060

Apostle Clyde Fowler, Sr., Min.

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
KINGDOM HALL OF 

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
1064 Old Wadley Rd., 478-237-4525

METHODIST
ADRIAN UNITED METHODIST
207 Poplar St., Adrian, 478-668-3559

Mark Hardin, Min.

CALVARY UNITED METHODIST
421 South Main St., 478-237-2191

Tom Tidwell, Min.

COLEMAN CHAPEL AME
14 Kemp Rd., 

Samuel A. Cooper, Jr., Min.

EBENEZER UNITED METHODIST
Kemp Rd. & Ebenezer Church Rd.

Clarence A. Thompson Sr., Min.

FIRST UNITED METHODIST
319 West Main St., 478-237-7535

David Unkles, Min.

FRANKLIN GROVE UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH

Swainsboro 

GARFIELD UNITED METHODIST
105 Monroe St., Garfield

Bryan Price, Min., 912-425-1066

KEA’S UNITED METHODIST
Adrian, 478-668-3559
Mark Hardin, Min.

LAMB’S CHAPEL UNITED METHODIST
61 Lamb’s Chapel Road,Midville

Chad Watkins, Min.

MIDVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Midville • 589-7251 • 589-7837

Pastor Randy Carnley 

NEW BEULAH UNITED METHODIST
New Beulah Rd. near Twin City

MIDVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Midville • 589-7251 • 589-7837

Pastor Randy Carnley

POPLAR SPRINGS UNITED METHODIST
Adrian, 478-668-3559
Mark Hardin, Min.

TWIN CITY UNITED METHODIST
212 S. College St., Twin City

Mark Miller, Min., 478-763-2527

UNION GROVE UNITED METHODIST
1168 Herndon Rd., Midville

Randy Carnley, Min., 478-589-7251

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY 

SAINTS
463 West Meadowlake Pkwy., 478-237-2645

PENTECOSTAL
ADA GROVE PENTECOSTAL

1234 McGarrh Mill Pond Rd., 478-589-7122
Bishop T.V. Outen

PENTECOSTAL LIGHTHOUSE
Hwy. 1 North, 478-237-0923

Ronnie Young, Min.

OTHER
BROWN’S CHAPEL CENTER OF DELIVERANCE

515 N. Green St., 478-289-0075
Frankie O’Neal, Min.

CHURCH OF JESUS APOSTOLIC FAITH
511 Miller Dr., 478-237-5566

Elder Willie Freeman

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
304 W. Main St., Adrian

478-668-3624

CONSUMING FIRE MINISTRIES
710 Sycamore St., 478-299-4826

CORINTH 
1989 Meeks Rd., Kite

Wes Webb, Min., 478-688-3372

DUNAMOUS ALLIANCE MISSION OUTREACH
(Angel Food Ministry)

Missionary Leon Griffin 
237-7775

EMMANUEL WORSHIP CENTER
915 Old Nunez Rd., 478-237-0019

Kenneth Edge, Min.

FAITH MIRACLE REVIVAL FELLOWSHIP
426 William Rountree Rd., 478-237-5968

FAITH OUTREACH DELIVERANCE
216 S. Green St., 478-237-7545

Lorene Peebles, Min.

GATEWAY WORSHIP CENTER
223 Shepard Rd., 478-455-2033

Jan Brantley, Min.

GOD’S HOLY TABERNACLE FOR ALL
398 Parrish Pond Rd., Twin City • 478-763-4475

GOD’S TABERNACLE
506 Railroad St., Twin City

Richard Herndon, Min., 478-763-3160

HOME OF THE APOSTLE OUTREACH MINISTRY
106 North Green St., 478-237-9873

Gary Hackett, Min.

JESUS SAVES
410 West Main St., 478-455-4367

Brad McKenzie, Min.

LIVING WAY MINISTRIES
213 Oak Grove Church Rd., 478-299-2819

Elizabeth Cleo Howard, Min.

LOVE IN ACTION WORSHIP CENTER
661 S. Main St., 478-237-5263

MT. ZION 
1719 Mt. Olivet Church Rd., Garfield

Johnny Branch, Min.

NEW BEGINNINGS IN CHRIST
116 Augusta Rd., Twin City

478-763-2649

NEW BEGINNINGS WORSHIP CENTER
915 W. Main St., 478-279-2111

Tim Price, Min.

NEW BETHEL BELIEVERS IN CHRIST
328 Jerome St., 478-237-4082

NEW HOPE WORLD OUTREACH
211 Lee St., 478-237-0003
Jeanette H. Hardin, Min.

OPEN ARMS OUTREACH MINISTRY & PRAISE
503 5th Ave., Twin City

George E. Coleman, Min., 478-763-3189

OPEN DOOR FELLOWSHIP
224 B West Morning St., 478-268-2308

Pastor Dolly

PAGES OF LIFE CHRISTIAN
 WORSHIP CENTER

109 Jackson St., 478-419-5021
Marcella R. Hannah, Sr., Min.

POWERHOUSE OF DELIVERANCE 
ASSEMBLIES

547 Lewis St., 478-625-7028
Apostle Antonio T. Pringle, Sr., Min.

ROCK WORSHIP CENTER
302 S. 2nd St., Stillmore

912-562-3164
Ronnie J. Collins, Min.

SHEKANAH GLORY WORSHIP CENTER
859 Hwy. 1, 478-237-7686

Alice Stafford, Min.

ST. PAUL NOAH’S ARK AME
33 Humpback St. • Midville

478-237-9302
Minnie Pitts, Min. 

TEMPLE OF GRACE
51 Overstreet Rd., Swainsboro

478-289-7273

THE CROSSROADS
529 South Main St., 912-237-3498

Levi Carpenter, Min.

THE MESSAGE WORSHIP CENTER
609 New Street, Twin City

Paul Bowen, Min., 478-763-2720

THE SEED OF LIFE IS JESUS MINISTRIES
120 South Green St.

Jessie Mae Scott, Min.

VICTORY TEMPLE
318 Lucky St., 478-289-9844

WILLIAMS GROVE CHURCH OF THE LIVING 
GOD

302 W. Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd., 478-237-6917

WINGS OF PRAYER MINISTRIES
509 5th Ave., Twin City

James Davis, Min., 478-763-2410
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In a little more than two 
and a half months, we will 
be asked to make some 
serious decisions about 
the leadership in our gov-
ernment. Normally, mid-
term elections draw about 
48 to 55 per cent of the 
total registered U.S. elec-
torate. That’s pretty low 
for a country that prides 
itself on being the guard-
ian of the principles of 
freedom and democratic 
representation. This year, 
however, that number 
may change and turnout 
might be better than that, 
but better for a bad reason; 
namely the extreme divi-
siveness of this country’s 
political climate.   One of 

the “angels of our better 
nature” in politics is the 
idea of compromise.  But 
lately, compromise seems 
to be a concept in danger 
of extinction.  This week 
the Democrat leader of 
the U.S. Senate, Chuck 
Schumer is leading his 
party’s cheering section in 
celebration of the “com-
promise” reached with 
Senator Joe Manchin to 
pass Biden’s rebuilt “Build 
Back Better” bill, aka 
the Inflation Reduction 
Act.  Senator Manchin 
was a hold out in the 
Democrat’s crusade to 
revive President Biden’s 
bloated climate change, 
inflation reducing, medi-

care boosting government 
rescue plan.  It was inspir-
ing to see Manchin’s inde-
pendent, common sense 
thinking.  He was begin-
ning to remind us of what 
real statesmanship looked 
like. But sadly, it didn’t 
last.  Manchin caved in 
and swapped his concern 
for the nation for a pipe-
line back home in West 
Virginia. Interestingly, 
Senator Schumer forgot, 
in his praise of Senator 
Manchin, to mention that 
they both belong to the 
same political party. How 
odd, you might say?  If 
that’s Schumer’s under-
standing of the concept 
and utility of compromise, 

then folks I’m afraid we’re 
in worse shape than any-
one thought. Compromise 
used to mean that oppos-
ing parties each gave a 
little.  Compromise used 
to be an essential element 
in the recipe for creat-
ing and sustaining “one 
nation under God”.  What 
Schumer and Manchin did 
had nothing to do with 
compromise.  Sadly, the 
dark deal reached between 
the West Virginia Senator 
and Chuck Schumer not 
only stomped out any ten-
der green sprouts of prin-
cipled politics, but it also 
reinstated the smokey, sus-
picious smell of pork, pay-
offs and political candy.  

Well, as we all know, some 
things never change, right?  
No, let me take that back. 
For the next 90 days or 
so, we will see all kinds of 
changes.  It will look like 
5th grade gymnastics class 
as state and national can-
didates are miraculously 
flipping and spinning in 
ways that are amazing to 
behold.  From defund-
ing the police or not, to 
border security or not, to 

controlling inflation, there 
will be more changing 
positions and promises 
and redefinitions of words 
like “recession” than we 
could ever imagine. It will 
be hard to recognize any-
body or anything.  So in 
the midst of all that just try 
to remember who you are 
and all those other people 
in the house with you too.  
I.D. cards might be a good 
idea.   

Fourteenth Centu-
ry Italian writer Dante 
Alighieri in his “Divine 
Comedy” describes Hell 
as a place for those who 
have perverted “their 
human intellect to fraud 
or malice against their 
fellowmen.”  He could 
have been describing Alex 
Jones and his Infowars 
followers. For the past 
decade, this incorrigible 
blowhard has claimed the 
massacre in which twen-
ty children and six adults 
were shot dead at Sandy 
Hook elementary school 
in Connecticut was staged 
by actors and the media 
and that the shooting was 
merely a ploy to push gun 
control measures. Now, 
he admits the shooting 
was “100% real” and that 
it was wrong to call it a 

hoax. A Texas jury has 
ordered Jones to pay the 
parents of one of the vic-
tims more than $4 million. 
And this is just the begin-
ning. More suits to come 
before he hopefully ends 
up where he belongs for 
all eternity. . . I don’t know 
who runs what passes 
for China’s Congress but 
whoever that is, I would 
like to invite them to vis-
it Puerto Rico to muck 
around in its affairs like 
House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi did in visiting Tai-
wan recently. She accom-
plished nothing except to 
provoke the always slight-
ly-unhinged Chinese gov-
ernment. . . .

Oh, boo-hoo. Listen to 
the wimps who have or 
who are being convicted 
of storming the U.S. Cap-

itol – our U.S. Capitol – on 
January 6, 2020, leaving 
several people dead and 
more than a hundred 
wounded. Now, they 
are so sorry. They didn’t 
mean to do it. They wish 
they hadn’t done it. They 
got caught up in the mo-
ment. They’ve lost their 
job. Blah. Blah. Blah. I am 
still waiting on Donald 
Trump to come to their 
rescue but last I heard he 
was busy was playing golf 
at his private club. Let ‘em 
eat cake. . . .

In my annual letter to 
Georgia schoolteachers 
last week, I stated they 
shouldn’t be required to 
focus on our past but, 
rather, to look at the prog-
ress we have made in 
Georgia as witnessed by 
our electing a Black U.S. 

Senator, a Jewish U.S. Sen-
ator and having a Black 
woman running for gov-
ernor. A reader got so up-
set with that, she said she 
had to pick up her jaw 
off the floor. (Dang. That 
must have hurt.)  That is 
because I did not name 
the three but I did men-
tion our “white governor” 
by name and, ergo, I must 
be a (shudder!) racist Re-
publican. To get back in 
her good graces, the three 
are as follows: Ralph 
Warnock, Jon Ossoff and 
Stacey Abrams. You will 
have to figure out who the 
white governor is. I’m not 
telling. I cannot be respon-
sible for any more jaw 
droppings. . . .

I will have more to say 
about this man in the fu-
ture, but Lindsey Tippins, 
R-Cobb, is retiring after 
12 years in the Georgia 
state senate. In the senate, 
he was chairman of the 
Higher Education Com-
mittee and had previously 
chaired the Education and 
Youth Committee. Prior 
to that, he served on the 
Cobb County board of ed-
ucation. Public education 

has lost a true champion 
and I don’t see anybody 
willing or capable of filling 
his shoes. Certainly not 
the zealots who are out to 
destroy public education 
with their tax-supported 
private school voucher 
schemes. Dear jaw-drop-
per: They all happen to be 
Republicans. (Clunk!). . . .

Also retiring is Dr. Bry-
an Reber, the C. Richard 
Yarbrough Professor in 
Crisis Communication 
Leadership in the Grady 
College of Journalism and 
Mass Communications at 
the University of Georgia. 
Dr. Reber was the first to 
hold that post, an area of 
great interest to me. I have 
devoted my time and 
tithes to that effort hoping 
to turn out a next genera-
tion of professionals who 
will be relevant in helping 
solve crises that inevitably 
will occur. Bryan Reber far 
exceeded my highest ex-
pectations. My applause 

and thanks. . . .
Finally, a point of per-

sonal privilege: My col-
umns have been recog-
nized by the Georgia 
Press Association four 
times in the past eight 
years as Best Humor Col-
umn, meaning I must be 
funny only every other 
year. This year, I received 
first place for Best Serious 
Column. You might recall 
the column I wrote about 
painting the portrait of 
The Woman Who Shared 
My Name and hearing 
“Unchained Melody” as I 
looked into her eyes. That 
was our song. And that 
was the column. I tell you 
this to say that she is the 
gift that keeps on giving.  
Now and forever.

You can reach Dick Yar-
brough at dick@dickyar-
brough.com; at P.O. Box 
725373, Atlanta, Georgia 
31139 or on Facebook at 
w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m /
dickyarb.

Editorials Columns

Charles
Schwabe
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Change is coming

Dick
Yarbrough

Some random thoughts on some random subjects

Editorial Cartoons

When I opened The 
Blade a few weeks 
ago, I found two pages 
of doggies that were 
available for adoption 
from Emanuel County 
Humane Society. These 
homeless doggies were 
blessed to have reached 
the Betty Gambrell 
Animal Shelter and 
have a chance for a for-
ever home. I wanted to 
reach out to pet each one 
and say, “Someone will 
love you and give you a 
home.” The next week 
there was a display of 
twenty- nine doggies 
whose owners know 
that “Dogs leave paw 
prints on our hearts” 
(copied from Blade) and 
had donated to the Dog 
Cause contest. Believe 
me when I say each dog 
was smiling, and I am 
sure wagging its tail. I 
was filled with thank-
fulness to find that of 
the twenty-nine dog-
gies shown, eleven were 
rescues. That is a good 

score that will go high-
er thanks to donations 
to the Emanuel County 
Animal Shelter. I have 
always loved having ani-
mals in my life and want-
ed to take in strays who 
were usually large and 
of no identifiable breed. 
These usually gathered in 
packs on vacant lots and 
were a threat for rabies. 
Swainsboro did not have 
even a semblance of an 
animal shelter until Betty 
Gambrell provided. I 
hesitate to think of the 
fate of these sad doggies. 
Dogs with owners had 
much better care. Most 
were inside/outside pets 
and lived comfortably 
with good food. These 
were the lucky ones. 
There was a veterinar-
ian in town, Dr. Trout, 

who treated mainly farm 
animals and horses. He 
did not have an animal 
hospital, but annually set 
up an outdoor spot to 
give rabies shots. That 
was usually the only 
health care. The lives of 
feral cats were even more 
horrible We cannot res-
cue all the homeless ani-
mals, but we can donate 
to help. My current pet 
is a rescue kitty that I 
can give a good home 
in my small apartment.  
She is also one of the 
lucky ones. I honor and 
give many thanks to the 
staff and doners of the 
Emanuel County Animal 
Shelter for making the 
lives of our four-legged 
friends livable. Write to 
Shirley at sptwiss@gmail.
com

Shirley
Proctor 
Twiss

Doggy days
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BULLDOGS GETTING AFTER IT PREPARING FOR SCRIMMAGE 
AGAINST HURRICANES

State champions visit 
Rountree Stadium Friday

by RON WEATHER-
FORD

The Bulldog presea-
son begins Friday night 
when Fitzgerald visits 
Twin City.  The Hurri-
canes won that elusive 
class AA state champion-
ship in 2021 with a 21-7 
win over Thomasville.

They won the champi-
onship from the region 
runner up position peak-
ing mid- season that con-
tinued through the play-
offs.

Fitzgerald has played 
for the state champion-
ship four times since 

2000, losing the first 
three in 2000, 2015, 2016 
and 2020 before taking 
the crown last season.

The Bulldogs and Hur-
ricanes played in the 
first game of the regular 
season in 2012 with ECI 
winning in a squeaker 
13-11.  ECI would go on 
to win that state champi-
onship that year.

This will be the Hur-
ricanes second scrim-
mage game. They played 
AAAAA Coffee County, 
losing to the Trojans 28-
14.

Offense will probably 

be the strength for the 
Hurricanes, returning 
8 of 11 starters from the 
2021 team.

The scrimmage Friday 
will be a full game for-
mat and will give both 
teams a chance to see 
returning players and 
younger players in game 
situations. Both teams 
open up their season 
against the rivalries. Fitz-
gerald plays Irwin Co. in 
their annual brag bowl 
while ECI will host Met-
ter on August 26. Kickoff 
is scheduled for 7:30 p.m. 
at Rountree Stadium. 

LADY DAWGS PLAYING LOOSE AND WITH CONFIDENCE

Lady Dawgs 0ff to 2-0 start
by RON WEATHER-

FORD
The ECI softball team 

kicked off the 2022 sea-
son playing in the Har-
lem Classic Friday.  The 
Lady Dawgs came away 
defeating both oppo-
nents for the night de-
feating two region cham-
pions.

The first game saw 
the Dawgs against 
AAAAAA Evans High 
School with a 9-2 win.  
They faced class AA state 
runner-up Vidalia in the 
second game, defeating 
the Indians 7-3.

The Bulldogs bats were 
in mid-season form Fri-
day picking up 21 hits 
while the pitching staff 
allowed just 7 hits.

The Lady Dawgs 
scored in every in-
ning against the Evans 
Knights except the sixth 
inning, putting multiple 
runs on the board in 4 of 

the innings.
Leadoff batter Kelsey 

Harper led the offense 
going 3-3 with Jayna Ke-
arson right behind going 
2-4 including a leadoff 
homerun in the third in-
ning.

Class A player of the 
year, pitcher Charla Clif-
ton, began where she left 
off limiting the Knights 
to 4 hits while striking 
out seven.  Clifton and 
her defense held Evans 
off the bases allowing 
one hit in first and sec-
ond innings and 2 more 
in the third.

The second game had 
ECI facing AA state run-
ner-up Vidalia.  The Bull-
dogs held the Indians to 
just 3 hits with a 7-3 win.

The Lady Dawgs put 2 
on the board in the first 
inning, adding 4 more 
in the third to take a 6-3 
lead.  They added one 
more in the fifth inning.  

Kaylan Lamb led off the 
inning with a single af-
ter a walk by Kayanna 
Thompson and singles 
by Harper and Kearson.

The Indians couldn’t 
keep Kearson off the bas-
es with the sophomore 
third baseman ending 
the game going 4-4 at 
the plate.  Harper’s hot 
streak Friday continued 
going 3-4.

Sullee Boddiford start-
ed the game for ECI lim-
iting the Indians to 2 hits 
in her 3 innings of work.  
Clifton closed out the 
game giving up just one 
hit the final 2 innings.

The Bulldogs have two 
games on the schedule 
this week. Tuesday (yes-
terday) they played Har-
lem in the home open-
er and will play South 
Effingham Thursday in 
Guyton with both JV and 
Varsity games to begin at 
4 p.m.

East Georgia State College 
welcomes first member to cross 

country team roster
East Georgia State 

College’s (EGSC) Cross 
Country Team added its 
first member to the ros-
ter. Allie Whitaker from 
Vidalia, Georgia, is the 
first person to commit 
to EGSC’s newly formed 
cross-country team. 
Beginning this semester 
EGSC is adding cross 
country and tennis to 
their athletics program 
which already features 
softball, baseball, and 
men and women’s bas-
ketball. 

Whitaker, who was a 
dual enrollment student 
at EGSC, recently grad-
uated from Vidalia High 
School. She is the daugh-
ter of Jamie and Lagena 
Whitaker. At her high 
school she was involved 
in the National Honor 
Society, BETA Club, 
Student Government 
Association, and the 

Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes. She was a mem-
ber of the soccer team, 
cheerleading squad, track 
team, and the cross-coun-
try team.   Whitaker 
recently had knee sur-
gery, which slowed her 
running down, but she 
said she is ready to get 
back to the sport she loves 
most.  “The entire time 
I was recovering from 
knee surgery I was just 
thinking about running 

again. Everyone at school 
always saw me running. 
The softball girls would 
see me during their prac-
tice, my friends would 
see me, everyone saw me 
running,” said Whitaker. 
“When the opportunity 
to run at East Georgia 
came up, I decided I 
wanted to do it. I wanted 
to get back to what I love 
doing.”  The EGSC Cross 
Country and Tennis 
Teams will be hosting try-
outs August 16 and 17 in 
Swainsboro. Tryouts will 
be held from 9 a.m. until 
11 a.m. August 16, and 
from 9 a.m. until 11 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. until 6 p.m. 
on August 17. Any cur-
rent EGSC student inter-
ested in trying out can 
contact Assistant Athletic 
Director Denise Daniels 
for more information at 
dmdaniels@ega.edu or 
478-289-2385. 

WHITAKER
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Swainsboro Rotary holds club meeting
The Swainsboro Rotary 

club met Monday, Aug. 2, 
at the Rustic Grill during 
the noon hour. The meet-
ing was called to order 
by President Kenneth 
Willoughby and the 
pledge and four-way test 
was recited by the club 
members. Ken Warnock 
gave the invocation prior 
to everyone enjoying 
lunch.  John Allen Bailey 
introduced guests, Sondra 
Cowart, BETA club advi-
sor at ECI. Sondra brought 
along with her, Lawson 
Frye, Evan May, Mason 
Collins, Robert Reynolds 
and Jackson Cavanah. 
Evan, Mason, Robert and 
Jackson presented the 
same program for the 
group that they did at 
the BETA convention and 
placed for this presenta-
tion. Lawson Frye gave his 
presentation on “Success” 

which was the same speech 
he gave at Nationals and 
placed second in the entire 
nation. These young men 
were so well spoken and 

articulate that it promises 
great excitement for our 
future here in Emanuel 
County. Swainsboro 
Rotary Club is proud of 

the hard work that teach-
ers and students put into 
these extracurricular activ-
ities that help shape these 
men into great citizens. 

COWART, FRYE, REYNOLDS, COLLINS, MAY, CAVANAH, 
AND PRESIDENT WILLOUGHBY

Watt gives informative 
update on library 

at recent Exchange 
Club meeting

Members of the Swainsboro Exchange Club heard 
from Shari Watt with Franklin Memorial Library 
during their regularly scheduled meeting last week. 
Watt spoke to the Exchange Club on the library’s 
progress throughout the years as well as the its many 
services offered to the community.

DR. BOBBY SASSER AND WATT

Daniels Chevrolet donates to WAA
On Wednesday, July 

27, Richard Daniels 
asked members of 
the Wreaths Across 
America committee 
to stop by his deal-
ership to receive a 
donation for this 
year’s December 17th 

WAA. The Veterans of 
the Library are com-
mitted to placing a 
Christmas wreath on 
the grave of every vet-
eran buried in the East 
Brook Cemetery, Early 
Settlers Cemetery, First 
Baptist Cemetery and 

the Swainsboro City 
Cemetery. So far, the 
veterans have walked 
and recorded veterans’ 
information on over 
600 graves in these four 
cemeteries. The veter-
an’s group is asking 
the public to submit 

their veteran’s name, 
branch of service and 
location in these four 
cemeteries if they are 
not already marked as 
a veteran. Please call 
the library and ask for 
Shari Watt at 478-237-
7791.

DESS SMITH III, JOHN TAPLEY, WILDER SMITH, JR., GARY MASON, RICHARD DANIELS
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Elders speak to Kiwanis
The Kiwanis Club 

of Swainsboro held 
its weekly meeting, 
Tuesday night August 
2, at the Rustic Grille at 
7 P.M. With President-
Elect Tammy Allen pre-
siding, they had 30 in 
attendance, including 
six guests, Past Division 
17 Lt. Governor Dennis 
Donahue, George 
Elder, Missy Elder, 
Calder Ward, Melanie 
Ward, and Lyndsey 
Hatfield. The lem-
on-lime pound cake, 
donated and baked by 
Wanda Ellis, was won 
by Tim Goodman and 
the Domino’s pizza 
donated by Domino’s 
Pizza was won by 
Tracy Mason. Past 
Lt. Governor Dennis 
Donahue attended as 
an “interclub” from 
the Vidalia Kiwanis 
Club. Dennis brought 
nine tickets to mem-
bers of their Club 
that are attending the 
100th Anniversary of 
the Chartering of the 
Vidalia Kiwanis Club 
on Friday night, August 
19. The program for 
the evening was host-
ed by Jim Clapham. He 
introduced George 
and Missy Elder, who 
gave an update on 
what is happening at 
the Emanuel County 
Historic Preservation 
Society. ECHPS was 
started in 1976 in 
a building behind 
old Walmart. The 
white building at 
the Fairgrounds was 
opened in 1993. George 
read a poem he had 
written for the first 
Pine Log Echoes. The 
first volume of Echoes, 
written by Mary Ann 
Smith and Missy, was 
released in 2013. Later, 
they released vol-
ume two and in 2021, 
Volume three. Echoes 
was written to memo-
rialize elements of 
Emanuel County’s 
disappearing heri-
tage. They talked about 
the Farm and Home 
Museum, the build-
ings on the property, 
and the many displays 
developed from local 
item donations. They 
showed a train whis-
tle, which looked like 
a WWI bomb, and a 
wooden hay fork. If 
you would like to 
become a member of 
the Club, please contact 
our membership Chair 
Jane Durden at 478-
494-4113 or e-mail her 
at hsdurden@bellsouth.
net. Also, if you would 
like more information 
about the Club and the 
many community ser-
vice projects that they 
do each year, go to their 
Swainsboro Kiwanis 
webpage at:  http://
www.swainsboroki-
wnanis.org or to our 
Swainsboro Kiwanis 
Facebook page.

PRESIDENT-ELECT TAMMY ALLEN, JIM CLAPHAM, MISSY ELDER, 
GEORGE ELDER

PRESIDENT-ELECT TAMMY ALLEN, PAST 
DIVISION 17 LT. GOVERNOR DENNIS 

DONAHUE 
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Officers with the Swainsboro 
Police Department (SPD) 
reported…

July 25
Officer noticed the oper-

ator of a scooter did not 
have a helmet on, but 
noticed it was sitting on the 
floorboard of the scooter, 
at which time he initiated 
at traffic stop. The scooter 
pulled up to a gas pump 
and didn’t acknowledge 
the officer, and started 
walking towards the store. 
Officer exited his vehicle 
and advised offender to 
come back to the scooter. 
Once he was back, offi-
cer could smell a strong 
odor of green marijuana. 
Officer asked the driver for 
his license and he stated 
he did not have a license. 
Officer then asked for his 
name and DOB and at first, 

offender wasn’t wanting to 
give him the info. Officer 
asked what size the scoot-
er was and he stated he 
did not know, that he was 
borrowing it. As officer 
was looking for the size 
of the scooter, he could 
still smell the strong odor 
of green marijuana. Once 
obtaining the information, 
he went back to his patrol 
unit to run offender’s info 
and request backup. Upon 
checking offender’s info, he 
found that his license was 
suspended. Once backup 
arrived, officer informed 
officer that he felt like once 
offender was told he was 
going to be placed under 
arrest that he was going 
to attempt to run. When 
officer approached offend-
er, he began to explain that 
his license was suspended 
and offender asked if her 
was in trouble and officer 
advise that he was under 
arrest and offender took off 
running. Officers then gave 
chase. Officer heard back-
up officer give strong ver-
bal commands for offend-
er to get on the ground, 
and witnessed officer take 
offender to the ground. 
Offender was handcuffed 
and officer was able to still 
smell the odor of green 
marijuana on his person, 
but nothing was found. 
SPD K-9 unit searched the 
area where offender ran 
and jumped a fence and 
found a clear bag contain-
ing a large amount of green 
leafy substance laying just 
off the path that offender 
was running. Another bag 
was found about 20 feet 
from where the bigger bag 
was found. 

July 28
Officer was dispatched 

to Lincoln St. in refer-
ence to a welfare check. 
Complainant reported that 
he lives in NC and his chil-
dren live with their mother 
the mother’s boyfriend was 
beating the children with 

electrical cords. Officers 
observed that the address 
was an abandoned, burned 
down house. After speak-
ing with neighbors, it was 
reported that the mother 
lived at a different address 
on Lincoln St. Officer made 
contact with the mother 
who advised she and c/p 
are married but have been 
separated for several years 
and c/p desires to reunite 
with her. The mother stated 
the children have a history 
of elaborating stories and 
making false statements to 
their father because they do 
see him very often. Officer 
asked to produce the chil-
dren for visual inspection 
and she consented and 
allowed officer to enter 
the residence. A visual was 
done on all four children 
and no marks or signs 
of physical abuse were 
observed. Several attempts 
were made to contact c/p 
via the phone number he 
provided but no contact 
was made. Officer left a 
voicemail.

Officer was dispatched 
to Old Nunez Rd. in refer-
ence to a possible drive-by 
shooting. 911 advised the 
offenders were in a small 
sedan traveling south. 
Upon officers’ arrival, he 
observed witnesses in the 
front yard and asked if they 
heard gunshots and they 
both stated they observed 
three males standing near 
the corner of Old Nunez 
Rd. and Harrington ST. 
when a silver car pulled 
alongside and opened fire, 
then sped away towards 
the bypass. Officer imme-
diately notified other units 
to be on the lookout. The 
car was located and a traf-
fic stop was performed 
at Westside One Stop. 
Witnesses stated three 
males ran through his yard 
and gave descriptions, all 
early to mid-teen in age. 
Officer recalled prior dis-
patches to Sycamore St. 
with individuals match-
ing the given descriptions. 
Officers knocked on the 
door at a residence on 
Sycamore St. and the indi-
vidual that answered the 
door matching one of the 
descriptions was soaked 
with seat. The individu-
al reported he had been 
inside but when asked why 
he was soaked in sweat 
and was being pressed 
for information, he finally 
admitted he was walking 
in the area but did not have 
any knowledge of the other 
two victims. 

Officer responded to 

Roadway Inn in reference 
to a customer that punched 
out the window to his hotel 
room. Complainant stated 
someone walked by and 
broke his window. After a 
brief investigation, it was 
revealed that the window 
was broken from the inside. 
Offender was placed under 
arrest for disorderly con-
duct. 

Officer responded to 
Williams St. for an unwant-
ed person. Four males were 
under a shade tree beside 
the house and officer asked 
offender to talk to him 
to see why he was at the 
house. Officer then asked 
if he could pat offender 
down for weapons and 
he stated yes. Officer was 
looking around where the 
males were standing and 
saw a bag with a pow-
der net to a rock. Offender 
was searched and found 
two small blue bags with 
a small amount of powder 
inside. 

July 29
Officer was dispatched 

to Market St. in reference 
to damage to a vehicle. 
Complainant sated she 
has been having ongoing 
issues with a female who 
believes she is sleeping 
with her boyfriend/baby 
daddy. C/p stated she is 
only friends and co-work-
er with the female’s boy-
friend/baby daddy and 
nothing more, and this 
isn’t the first time offender 
has expressed the friend-
ship being more with accu-
sations of sexual relations. 
Officer observed c/p’s 
vehicle with a back wind-
shield busted with a rock, 
three flat tires, the trunk 
and back bumper keyed, 
and the tag damaged and 
covering the rearview cam-
era. 

Officer was dispatched 
to New St. in reference to 
complainant wanting to 
make a report of someone 
damaging his vehicle.

Officer was dispatched 
to Swainsboro Apts. in ref-
erence to a maintenance 
issue. Complainant stated 
she has made the prop-
er request to get mainte-
nance on her upstairs toilet 
that is overflowing but has 
yet to get any services by 
the complex, and appar-
ently the landlord has her 
blocked.

Officer noticed the front 
windshield of a vehicle 
cracked in the view of 
the driver, and initiated 
a traffic stop. As officer 
approached the river, he 
noticed he was extreme-

ly nervous, and called 
K-9 for an open-air sniff. 
Officer asked offender for 
his license and he stated 
he did not have them on 
him. Officer then asked 
for his name and DOB and 
asked him to step out of 
the vehicle. Offender was 
asked why he had a TN 
tag but GA license and he 
stated the car belonged to 
a friend. During the search, 
two blunts and a grind-
er were found. Offender 
was advised he was under 
arrest for possession of 
marijuana and drug relat-
ed objects and transported 
to EmCo Jail.

Officer was dispatched 
to MLK Jr. Blvd. in refer-
ence to complainant stating 
dogs were in her yard try-
ing to kill her cats.

July 30
Officer heard four loud 

bangs that sounded like 
gunshots coming from 
Lucky St. He then advised 
911 and other units and 
began riding the area. 
Officer spoke with a few 
people who were sitting on 
their porch who stated they 
heard them also. 

Officer spoke with com-
plainant who stated he hit 
a deer on Kite Hwy.

Officers were dispatched 
to Swainsboro Supply due 
to someone who shoplifted. 
The suspect left in a truck 
and the tag display was 
given. Upon running the 
tag, it was found that the 
registration was suspended 
and had no insurance. The 
registration came back to 
a subject from Cobbtown. 
Employees stated that two 
males entered the store and 
began wondering around. 
One of the male subjects 
asked for the store Wi-fi 
password and was asked 
why he needed it and he 
stated he didn’t have any 
cash on him and needed 
to use Cashapp to pay for 
what he may buy. They 
would not give out the 
password and employees 
started noticing something 
was not right with the two 
guys. The two males were 
in the store about an hour 
and an employee knew one 
of the males put something 
in his pocket and walked 
out without paying. An 
employee walked outside 
and confronted the subject 
in the parking lot and told 
him to hand him what he 
put in his pocket. The male 
subject handed him two 
packs of AA lithium batter-
ies and was told to never 
return to the store. As the 
employee was walking 

back to the store, anoth-
er employee came out and 
stated the other guy stole 
a rechargeable flashlight 
and by this time, they male 
subjects were getting in the 
truck. When employees 
tried to stop them, they 
shut the door and took off. 

Officer responded to 
New St. in reference to an 
argument with a fight.

Officer was dispatched 
to Shepard Dr. in reference 
to someone that had bro-
ken into the caller’s home 
while she wasn’t home. 

Officer observed a female 
standing by a car with a 
bag that contained a green 
leafy substance suspected 
to be marijuana. Officer 
stopped and got out of his 
units and the female imme-
diately put her hand down 
by her side and was obvi-
ously hiding something. 
Officer asked what was 
in her hand and she said 
“my smoke”. Officer could 
smell an odor of marijuana 
and told her to show it to 
him and she handed the 
clear bag to him. Offender 
was placed under arrest 
and transported t EmCo 
Jail.

Officers were dispatched 
to McLeod Dr. in reference 
to a guest that refused to 
leave and was causing a 
scene.

July 31
Officer observed a vehi-

cle traveling 50 MPH in a 
35 MPH zone and swerv-
ing in and out of the proper 
lane, at which time he initi-
ated his emergency equip-
ment to conduct a traffic 
stop. He turned around to 
catch up with the vehicle 
and was traveling 63 MPH 
before the vehicle came to 
a stop. Officer approached 
the vehicle and could 
immediately smell the 
odor of alcoholic beverage. 
The driver of the vehicle 
stated he did not have a 
license, but had an expired 
passport. Offender was not 
successful in completing 
any of the field sobriety 
test, and was placed under 
arrested for DUI.

August 1
Officer noticed a vehicle 

that did not have a working 
tag light, at which time she 
initiated a traffic. Officer 
approached the vehicle 
and explained the reason 
for the stop and asked 
offender for her license. 
Upon running the driv-
er’s license, it was found 
that they are suspended. 
Offender was placed under 
arrest and transported to 
EmCo Jail.
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Swainsboro Police Reports

Jail Report
The following persons have 

been booked into Emanuel 
County Jail, according to 
Emanuel County Sheriff 
Jeffrey Brewer, on warrants 
obtained by one of several 
local law enforcement agen-
cies, designated by each 
name: Drug Task Force 
(DTF); Georgia Bureau of 
Investigation (GBI); Georgia 
Department of Pardons and 
Parole (GAPP); Georgia 
State Patrol (GSP); Emanuel 
County Sheriff’s Office 
(ECSO); Swainsboro Police 
Dept. (SPD); Stillmore Police 
Dept. (SMPD); Twin City 
Police Department (TCPD); 
Garfield Police Dept. (GPD); 
Adrian Police Dept. (APD); 
Child Support Recovery Unit 
(CSRU); Intensive Probation 
Service (IPS); or Probation 
Office (PROB)

Denosha Naycole Harris, 

entered 8/1/22; Driving 
lic susp/ rev; released 
8/1/22; SPD

Stephanie Renaee Nash, 
entered 8/1/22; Theft/
shoplifting/Hold for 
Toombs Co/Hold for 
Laurens CO; released 
8/1/22; SPD

Jaquarius Devonte 
Starnes, entered 8/1/22; 
Probation/Superior court; 
WALK-IN

Michael Cole Holden, 
entered 8/1/22; Disorderly 
c o n d u c t / P r o b a t i o n /
State court/Middle Ga 
Probation; SPD

Miranda Kay Brantley, 
entered 8/1/22; Disorderly 
conduct/Reckless driving; 
released 8/2/22; SPD

Michael Preston 
Copeland, entered 8/2/22; 
Battery-family violence; 
released 8/3/22; SPD

Caven Thomas Sellers, 
entered 8/2/22; VGCSA 
possession of marijuana 
w/intent to distribute/
Contributing to delinquen-
cy of a minor; SPD

Gibson Denmark Waters, 
III, entered 8/2/22; Sexual 
battery; released 8/3/2; 
WALK-IN

Milesha Shantel Johnson, 
entered 8/2/22; VGCSA 
marijuana/poss less than 
oz/Hold for out of coun-
ty billing/Probation/
State court/Middle Ga 
Probation; released 8//22; 
SPD

Hillary Kasha 
Thompson, entered 
8/2/22; Probation/
State court/Middle 
Ga Probation; released 
8/2/22; SPD

Treall Williams, JR, 
entered 8/2/22; VGCSA 

possession of marijuana; 
released 8/3/22; SPD

Johnny Lee Bivins, 
entered 8/2/22; VGCSA 
marijuana less than oz/
VGCSA possession mari-
juana w/intent to distrib-
ute/Other/Possession of 
cocaine/Firearm poss by 
conv felon/Poss of firearm 
during commission of felo-
ny; SPD

Cristy Latrice Corley, 
entered 8/3/22; Driving lic 
susp/rev; released 8/3/22; 
SPD

Harold Joseph Bridges, 
entered 8/3/22; Theft/tak-
ing; released 8/3/22; SPD

Rodney Rountree, 
entered 8/3/22; Theft/
shoplifting; SPD

Nathaniel McKinley 
Hackle, entered 8/3/2; 
Theft/shoplifting; released 
8/4/22; SPD

Anastacia Grace Wood, 
entered 8/4/22; Cruelty 
to children 3rd degree/
Cruelty to children 3rd 
degree/Simp battery; 
released 8/4/22; WALK-
IN

Blake Allen Harmon, 
entered 8/5/22; Other; 
released 8/5/22; SPD

Sergio Lavar Davis, 
JR, entered 8/5/22; 
Probation/Swainsboro 
PD/Middle Ga Probation; 
SPD

Chazman Quazel Lott, 
entered 8/6/22; Fleeing/
attempt to elude ofc/
Driving lic susp/rev/
Speeding 15-29 MPH over; 
released 8/6/22; SPD

Billy Jason Bedgood, 
entered 8/6/22; Probation/
Swainsboro PD/Middle 
Ga Probation; SPD

Vincente Perez-
Rodriquez, entered 
8/6/22; Driving lic susp/
rev/Speeding 15-29 MPH 
over; released 8/6/22; SPD

Natalie Deniece 
Williams, entered 8/7/22; 
Disorderly conduct/Public 
drunk; SPD

Holly Ann Hart, entered 
8/7/22; Hold for out of 
county billing; ECSO

Jy’Quavious Desmond 
Mincey, entered 8/7/22; 
VGCSA/vio ga control 
subst act; SPD

Rafael Lamont Denson, 
entered 8/7/22; Obstr/
ofc/VGCSA/vio ga con-
trol subst act; SPD

Benjamin Keith Dukes, 
entered 8/7/22; Crim tres-
pass; SPD

Superior Court sentences repeat offender 
for possession of methamphetamine

The following occurred during the Emanuel County Superior Court April 2022 term:
Craig Bernard Johnson, a repeat offender as imposed below, negotiated a guilty plea on one count pos-

session of methamphetamine. He was fined $50 and sentenced to three years probation, provided that the 
defendant shall comply with the conditions of probations imposed by the court as part of this sentence. The 
court sentences the defendant as a recidivist under O.C.G.A. § 17-10-7(c).

Johnson fined $50, receives three-year probation 
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Sheriff’s Reports
According to the Emanuel 

County Sheriff’s Office…
August 1
Complainant went to 

ECSO to file a report for 
harassing and stalking. 
Deputy spoke with c/p who 
stated the Bulloch Co. SO told 
her to file a report at ECSO. 
C/p lives in Statesboro and 
a friend had court in Em. 
Co. and offender went to the 
courthouse and was riding 
around her vehicle harass-
ing them. C/p has video evi-
dence of the encounter. C/p 
also sated this is an ongo-
ing problem that has been 
going on for some time. She 
also has text messages from 
offender threatening her. 

Complainant stated she 
was traveling North on US 1 
bypass when a rock came off 
the back tires of a semi-truck 
and struck her windshield, 
causing it to crack. 

Deputy unlocked a vehicle 
at Hotset.

August 2
Deputy assisted SPD on 

a search on Mary Ann St. 
Deputies received verbal 
consent to conduct a search 
of the residence and property 
for possible stolen property. 
A shed on the property was 
searched and pictures were 
taken of the items inside. 
Deputy then proceeded to 
search the inside of the res-
idence and took pictures of 
items that could be stolen. 
Photos were sent to Inv. for 
further investigation.

Deputy responded to 
Leman Rd, Vidalia, regard-
ing a dog bite. Deputy spoke 
with offender who stated 
complainant entered her 
home uninvited and was 
bitten by her dog. Offender 
said c/p entered the kitchen 
of her residence where her 
chihuahua was with her litter 
of 3-week-old puppies and 
before she could warn c/p 
not to get close to her dog, 
the dog bit/scratched her 
lower thigh. When deputy 
spoke with c/p, she stated 
she was invited into the resi-
dence and was in the kitchen 
when the dog left the living 
room and entered the kitchen 
and bit her. The area of the 
bite appeared to be a super-
ficial would that broke the 
skin and drew blood.

Deputy responded to Mt. 
Zion Church and met with 
complainant who stated 
suspect was hired to run a 
weed eater while she and 
her husband cut the grass on 
a riding mower. C/p stated 
the landowner hired them 
to landscape and advised 
them to stop cutting grass 
and return later due to the 
heat. C/p returned to find 
the suspect cutting grass on 
the riding mower. 

Deputies responded to 
Strawberry Cir. in reference 
to a report of criminal tres-
pass. Contact was made with 

complainant who stated she 
was notified by her neighbor 
that they observed a male 
subject run from her resi-
dence. C/p then produced 
surveillance footage of the 
incident. The video showed 
a slender male walk up on 
the porch, turn and walk to a 
nearby patio, then leave the 
property. Deputy stopped 
outside to try and find foot 
prints in the dirt roadway 
and observed a slender male 
subject walking down the 
road near the incident loca-
tion that fit the description 
of the unknown offender. 
Deputy approached the sub-
ject and asked if he went to 
the incident location earli-
er to which he replied yes. 
C/p immediately recognized 
the offender as the nephew 
of her neighbor. C/p then 
contacted her neighbor and 
informed him of the incident. 
Deputy asked offender what 
he was doing at c/p’s resi-
dence and he stated he was 
looking for his ID and wallet 
that he thought he lost the 
day prior, and stuck with 
the same statement until his 
uncle arrived. Offender then 
asked to speak with deputy 
in private to tell him the real 
reason for trespassing and 
stated he smokes cigarettes 
and was looking for butts in 
the yard and on the porch 
but was not intending to take 
anything from the property. 
Deputy then issued a verbal 
Criminal Trespass warning 
to offender and advised him 
that he could face criminal 
charge of criminal trespass-
ing if he returned to the prop-
erty without permission.

August 3
Deputies responded 

to Hebron Rd. in refer-
ence to damage property 
and an unwanted person. 
Complainant advised her 
boyfriend/offender broke 
her iPhone and was refusing 
to leave until minutes prior to 
deputy’s arrival. C/p did not 
know the value of the phone 
and was advised of the pro-
cess to seek in resolving the 
matter further through the 
courts.

Deputies were dispatched 
to Woodchuck Rd. in refer-
ence to a tree down in the 
roadway. County Road Dept. 
was contacted for removal.

August 4
Deputy was dispatched to 

EmCo Jail in reference to a 
vehicle unlock. Vehicle was 
unlocked without incident or 
damages.

Deputies were dispatched 
to Kemp Rd. in reference to 
a possible burglary as well as 
suspicious vehicles being left 
on the property.

Deputy was dispatched to 
Glenwood Rd. in reference to 
a vehicle unlock. Vehicle was 
unlocked without incident or 
damages.

Victim stated that one 

of the offender’s workers 
parked her work vehicle on 
his property. Upon depu-
ty’s arrival, the vehicle was 
moved. Victim wanted to 
make a report because the 
offender is his ex-sister-in-
law.

Deputies responded to 
McKenzie Dr. in reference to 
suspected illegal drug activ-
ity.

Deputy was dispatched to 
Soloman St. in reference to a 
vehicle unlock. Vehicle was 
unlocked without incident or 
damages.

Deputy responded to Taco 
Bell in reference to damage 
to property. Complainant 
stated he had permission to 
wash his laundry at a resi-
dence on Lambs Bridge Rd. 
and stated the offender put 
chemicals in with his laun-
dry that damaged them. C/p 
valued the damaged clothing 
to be between $400 to $500. 
C/p was advised to han-
dle this through Magistrate 
Court.

August 5
Deputy spoke with victim 

on the phone in reference to 
an incident that took place 
at Family Dollar. Victim stat-
ed she was there and the 
offender went in and saw 
her and took her phone and 
left. Complainant stated she 
has an active TPO against 
offender. 

Deputy met with com-
plainant in reference to a 
vehicle that was found to 
have been damaged with 
yellow paint due to road 
work that was in progress. 
Damage consisted of yellow 
reflective paint found along 
the driver side wheel walls.

August 6
Deputy was dispatched to 

Hwy 57 East in reference to 
damage to property. Deputy 
spoke with c/p who stated 
he was getting ready to go 
on a date with a lady when a 
female came up and started 
an argument with him. C/p 
stated he had been having 
a sexual relationship with 
offender but said he told 
her she had to leave but she 
wouldn’t C/p stated he left 
and went to town and when 
he got back, he thought 
offender was gone but as 
he was pulling in, offender 
came out of his house and 
started another argument 
and threw a bottle at him. 
C/p said offender left in his 
truck and had it for a day or 
two. When c/p walked in 
his house, he noticed several 
liquor bottles had been bust-
ed on the kitchen floor and 
the glass out of a door had 
been busted out. C/p stated 
he believes some lottery tick-
ets were missing but nothing 
else at the time. C/p stated 
he wants his truck back and 
wants a TPO but not press 
charges. A look-out was put 
on the vehicle.

Deputy received a call to 
McKenzie Dr. in reference to 
a male that was out of it 
like he had taken something. 
Deputy spoke with com-
plainant, who is the father 
of offender, who stated he 
had been like that for about 
20 minutes. Offender was 
on the back porch and was 
breathing but was not con-
scious and alert. After being 
there about five to seven 
minutes, offender came 
around and was talking and 
acting fine. EMS arrived 
and offender stated he was 
fine, that he had taken two 
shot of opms extreme, but 
hadn’t taken anything else. 
Offender refused treatment 
from EMS and stayed at the 
residence with his father.  
Deputies assisted GSP with a 
tractor trailer fire on I16.

Deputy was dispatched 
to Miller Dr. in reference to 
an eighteen-year-old male 
experiencing a mental crisis 
and becoming aggressive. 
Deputy requested for SPD 
officers to standby with the 
parties until he could return 
from a fire on I16. Upon dep-
uty’s arrival, the male subject 
voluntarily got in the ambu-
lance and was transported to 
EMC for evaluation. Officers 
advised deputy that they 
spoke with the male subject 
and stated he seemed fine 
and not in any type of mental 
health crisis, and stated the 
male subject advised that he 
just did not get along with 
his father.

August 7
Deputy met with com-

plainant on Dellwood Main 
St. in reference to a call that 
came through ECSO concern-
ing suspect who entered onto 
the property unannounced 
and acted in a strange behav-
ior that caused a scene with 
the tenants of said property. 
Suspect in question in known 
to be mentally ill. Deputy 
attempted to locate suspect 
with negative contact.

Deputy was dispatched 
to I16 in reference to naked 
man walked. Deputies made 
contact with him and he was 
disoriented and had a knot 
on his forehead. Deputy had 
911 dispatch EMS and told 
them he would meet them 
at Red Roof and transport-
ed offender to meet them. 
While enroute, deputy was 
asking questions and he 
could tell his name and DOB 
but couldn’t answer ques-
tions about what day of the 
week it was and who was 
the president. Deputy ran 
him by name and DOB and 
was able to get his address 
and social and he had no 
warrants. Once EMS arrived, 
they transferred him and was 
able to get his father’s phone 
number. Deputy called his 
father and he said he had 
been hitchhiking to FL to his 
uncle’s house, and he was 

going to get a plane ticket 
and fly down and pick him 
up. EMS transported his to 
ER and they ran tests and 
he had no drugs in his sys-
tem, and was later released.  
Deputy responded to a call 
regarding a dispute about 
child custody. Around 11 
p.m., Complainant stated she 
was allowing her daughter to 
stay at her house so she could 
see her children because 
she has legal guardianship 
of offender’s children, and 
offender became irate when 
she wouldn’t let her see the 
children unsupervised. Per 
court order, offender is not 
allowed to see the children 
unsupervised and c/p stat-
ed offender was yelling and 
upsetting the children and 
was asked to leave. C/p stat-
ed offender was not allowed 
at her residence anymore. 
Offender was not present 
when deputies arrived.

Deputy met with com-
plainant on Bowen Dr. in 
reference to a damage to 
property incident. Damage 
consisted of a disabled dead 
bolt lock to the back door of 
the residence that is believed 
to have been caused by an 
attempted burglary. Damage 
found consisted of pry marks 
on the outside of the key pad 
that was sufficient enough 
to disable to key and lock 
form proper use. Deputy 
responded to Sandhill Rd. 
in reference to a dispute that 
ensue over a letter that the 
female found in the resi-
dence that involved another 
female that the male subject 
was involved with. Both par-
ties advised they are in the 
process of a divorce.  Deputy 
was involved in a foot pursuit 
while assisting another agen-
cy. Deputies stopped on New 
ST. to assist with a call SPD 
was responding to. Offender 
was told not to leave on the 
belief that he had drugs in 
his possession and he did 
not listen to commands and 
started to run when depu-
ty began to pursue him. 
Offender ran from New St. 
to Gumlog Rd. and finally 
stopped after he entered the 
wooded area, then complied 
to deputy’s commands so he 
could be placed into custody. 
During the pursuit, offender 
dropped a small black bag 
which contained a loaded 
9mm pistol, a small bag of 
white powder substance, a 
small leafy green substance 
believed to be marijuana, 
small clear baggies, a scale, 
and rolling papers. The bag 
was recovered by SPD K-9 
unit.

August 8
Inv. was located at ECSO 

for the purpose of meeting 
with complainant and his 
daughter. C/p advised that 
he had previously given 
offender notice not to enter 
onto his property and that 

offender has been arrest-
ed for trespassing. C/p 
explained that his wife heard 
their daughter screaming for 
help and when the mother 
opened her front door and 
looked towards their daugh-
ter’s residence, offender was 
exiting the house and when 
he saw victim’s mother, he 
held out his arms as if he was 
asking what she was going to 
do. C/p asked for offender 
to be arrested for trespassing 
again. Offender is currently 
on bond and part of his bond 
condition was that he not 
have any contact with victim 
and he was not to enter or 
be near the property. Victim 
stated offender showed up 
at her residence and was told 
several times to leave. Victim 
said she left to take her chil-
dren to school and when 
she returned, offender was 
still there and she again told 
him to leave. After several 
attempts to get offender to 
leave, the two began to argue 
which resulted in offender 
striking victim in her head 
and body with his fist. Victim 
stated offender shoved her 
into a glass cabinet door, 
shattering the glass. Victim 
received numerous deep cuts 
and scarring to her left leg 
and knee. Victim stated she 
was screaming for help and 
begging offender not to hit 
her again. Offender was to 
have gathered his belongings 
and left the house. Victim 
stated she was sure offender 
was high on drugs. Victim 
stated that on Aug. 1, offend-
er went to her house and 
they argued about him being 
there. During the argument, 
offender told victim that is 
she went to any law enforce-
ment agency or officer and 
talked about his criminal 
activity, he would burn 
down her house and proper-
ty and her father’s house and 
property. 

Deputy was dispatched 
to Marilyn Dr. in reference 
to a fight that had already 
occurred. Male subject had 
blood coming from his head 
and he was very intoxicated. 
Offender had left the resi-
dence and was sitting down 
the road. Both witnesses 
stated the male subject hit 
offender first and offend-
er struck him one time and 
the male subject fell back 
and hit his head. EMS was 
called and the male subject 
was checked out and stated 
he was fine and didn’t need 
medical attention. Male sub-
ject stated he was going back 
in the house and go to bed 
and didn’t want to press any 
charges.

Drug bust on Williams Street leads to one arrest
On August 2 at approx-

imately 12 noon, officers 
with the Swainsboro 
Police Department along 
with deputies with 
Emanuel County Sheriff’s 
Office executed a search 
warrant at 212 Williams 
Street. The target of the 
search warrant was in 
response to an on-going 
undercover operation by 
SPD’s Drug Suppression 
Unit for the sale of crack 
cocaine coming from the 
Williams Street address.

Upon executing the war-
rant, officers placed indi-
viduals at the residence 
under protective custody 
for the safety of officers 
and others involved. A 
search was then conduct-
ed at the address and 
resulted in 15 bags of crack 
cocaine being discovered 
along with a substantial 
amount of marijuana and 
numerous firearms.

Approximately 11 law 
enforcement officers 
assisted with last week’s 
drug bust at the Williams 
Street address that led to 
the closure of the street 
while the search was con-
ducted. Regarding assis-
tance received from the 
sheriff’s office, SPD Chief 

Randy Ellison expressed 
his appreciation for the 
agency’s continued efforts 
to work with the police 
department to rid the City 
of Swainsboro of crime. 

“I would like to thank 
the sheriff’s office for their 
continued work with this 
case and for their contin-
ued efforts to work with 
this police department to 
rid this city of crime,” chief 
commented. “When agen-
cies join up and combine 
resources and share infor-
mation, it makes things so 
much more productive. 
The end result is usually  
a lot better because you 
have two agencies work-
ing together, recognizing 
there is a problem and 
together, coming up with 
a solution to that problem 
and following through 
with the end results.”

Arrested at the scene fol-
lowing a brief chase was 
Johnny Bivens, 53, resi-
dent of the 212 Williams 
Steet. Bivens was charged 
with possession of cocaine 
with intent to distribute, 
possession of marijuana 
with intent to distribute, 
possession of a firearm by 
a convicted felon, posses-
sion of a firearm during 

certain crimes, and keep-
ing a house used by vio-
lators.

According to Chief  
Ellison, several individu-
als fled from the scene as 
law enforcement vehicles 
made entry to the area. He 
further stated that some 
of those individuals have 
already been identified 
and the agency anticipates 
their arrest and other 
arrests coming forward 
soon.

“The police department 
recognizes that this partic-
ular area of town has been 
known for years as being 

an area that is problematic 
and most of the problems 
stem from the sale, dis-
tribution and use of ille-
gal drugs. We have had 
numerous instances over 
there in the last year and 
a half involving firearms. 
Some of those instances 
resulted in people getting 
shot,” Chief Ellison stated. 
“This police department 
has made it top priority 
to close this street down. 
That priority involves con-
tinued surveillance and 
investigation of that area 
of town.”

The chief further states 

that contact has been 
made with property own-
ers of the target area who 
have been advised that 
their property is subject to 
forfeiture if compliance in 
helping rid the Williams 
Street area of crime is not 
met. 

“They have been put on 
notice. At some point in 
time, this police depart-
ment plans on filing for-
feiture of that street if it’s 
necessary to stop the con-
tinued criminal activity in 
the Williams Street area,” 
Chief Ellison concluded.

LAW ENFORCEMENT SEARCHING THE RESIDENCE
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On Wednesday night, 
July 13, General George 
Washington, (Compa-
triot Dan McMichael), 
Commander of the Con-
tinental Army during 
the Revolutionary War, 
walked into the President 
Generals Banquet at the 
Hyatt Regency during 
the 132nd Congress, Na-
tional Society Sons of the 
American Revolution.  
He presented his memo-
ries of the Revolutionary 
War and when he arrived 
in Savannah on his tour 
of the Southern States in 
1791 as President of the 
United States. He talked 
about the long and diffi-
cult road we have all trav-
eled together, but that we 
have emerged victorious! 
He said, today we look 
back on the struggle we 
endured and remember 
the many hardships we 

faced to help win our glo-
rious freedom! He told us 
of the scarce funding and 
mostly an all-volunteer 
army that only survived 
on the thoughts and 
hopes of freedom. We 
suffered many defeats, 
and our army was in re-
treat, on the verge of col-
lapse, and being pursued 
by the greatest army 
on Earth, the British 
Army. But then a Christ-
mas miracle occurred, the 
crossing of the Delaware 
River and the Battle of 
Trenton, New Jersey with 
the Hessian army. The 
victory was sweet, and it 
inspired our troops and 
also got the attention of 
France, a future ally. Our 
alliance with the French 
would prove decisive for 
our final victory at York-
town.  

President Washing-
ton then spoke about his 
tour of the South, how 
when he stepped on the 
barge at Purrysburg, SC 
to cross the Savannah 
River, he was greeted 
by 9 Ship Masters fine-
ly dressed in Silk & Sat-
in. On their round dark 
hats were ribbons pro-
claiming, “Long Live the 
President”. On his voy-
age down the Savannah 
River, he visited at Mul-
berry Grove Plantation 
with Catherine Greene, 

the widow of our most 
admired General Na-
thanael Greene. Then as 
he docked in Savannah, 
the Chatham Artillery 
greeted him with several 
26-gun salutes ensuring 
that no one in Savan-
nah slept for the next 24 
hours. During numerous 
toasts, he had also been 
introduced to Chatham 
Artillery punch, a power-
ful concoction of brandy, 
whiskey, sweet tea and 
champagne that certainly 
livened his spirits.  Sev-
eral of his Generals that 
led us to victory were 
present, but unfortunate-
ly his most capable Gen-
eral, Nathanael Greene 
lies in eternal rest there, 
and to honor his memory 
and faithful service, Pres-

ident Washington decid-
ed to donate two of the 
cannons from the battle 
of Yorktown to the city of 
Savannah in his memory.  
Those two cannons re-
main on Bay Street in Sa-
vannah today. President 
Washington in departing 
Savannah, challenged 
them to not only live a 
happy life but try to im-
prove the world in some 
small measure to make 
this country a better place 
for our children and fu-
ture generations. He 
said, please give all glory 
to God, be tolerant of dif-
ferent views, love your 
friends and neighbors, 
always be kind to others, 
and let your attitude be 
one of humble gratitude.
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Smith’s lucky ticket is drawn at the132nd Congress
On the fourth day of 

the 132nd Congress of 
the National Society 
Sons of the American 
Revolution, Compatriot 
Wilder Smith, Jr. had no 
clue about the surprise 
that he would find 
out later that day. The 
Georgia Society SAR 
had decided to have a 
drawing for two repli-
cas of flintlock pistols 
that were used during 
the Revolutionary War 
period, late 1700’s, 
both being 50 Cal. 
British made rifled 
barrel flintlock pis-
tols. Compatriot Emil 
Decker was part of the 
committee that pur-
chased the pistols and 
he decided to build 
a case for the pistols 
to go along with the 
drawing. Emil also 
did the lettering on 
the glass front of the 
case. One thing for sure, 
Compatriot Wilder will 
never forget the excite-
ment when he was 
notified of his win, and 
his brother, Dess, will 
never forget Wilder’s 
hollowing “yes” and 
stomping his foot on 
the floor of his 5th wheel 
camper.

WILDER SMITH, JR. HOLDING HIS REVOLUTIONARY WAR PISTOLS 
AND DESS SMITH ASSISTING

COMPATRIOT WILDER SMITH, JR. WITH HIS FLINTLOCK PISTOLS

Farm Bureau awards scholarship
Miss Grace Catherine 

Hood of Canoochee was 
recently awarded the 
2022 Dolan E. Brown 
Memorial Scholarship by 
Emanuel County Farm 
Bureau. Grace Catherine 
was an honor gradu-
ate of David Emanuel 
Academy, serving as 
Salutatorian. She was 
active in sports, such as 
soccer, tennis and cheer-
leading, as well as aca-
demics, winning many 
awards and scholar-
ships. Grace Catherine 
was also very involved 
in community programs, 
including volunteering 
for American Red Cross, 
Citizens Bank Advisory 

Board and American 
Cancer Society. She is 
enrolled at the University 
of Georgia working 
towards a degree in 
agri-business.  Grace 
Catherine is the daugh-
ter of Clay & Allison 

Hood. 
Mr. Dolan Brown 

served as Emanuel 
County Farm Bureau 
President from 1963 to 
1983, and was a member 
of the Board of Directors 
of that organization until 
his death in 2006. His 
service also included 40 
years as a member of the 
State Board of Directors 
of the Georgia Farm 
Bureau. As a prominent 
and influential figure 
in the agricultural sec-
tor, Mr. Brown served 
on various commodity 
boards during his career, 
as well being active in 
his church and local 
community.

HOOD

Congress hears George Washington’s presentation

COMPATRIOT McMICHAEL
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Call Melva at 478-237-9971 to help sell your unwanted items!
Homes for sale or rent • Apartments for rent • Land for sale 

• Yard and estate sales • Miscellaneous for sale • Pets/animals 
• Help wanted • Services offered

MISC NOTICES

   WE DO not knowingly 
accept advertisements that 
discriminate, or intend to 
discriminate, on any illegal 
basis, nor do we knowingly 
accept employment adver-
tisements that are not bo-
na-fide job offers. All real 
estate advertisements are 
subject to the Fair Housing 
Act. We do not accept adver-
tising that is in violation of 
the law. The law prohibits dis-
crimination based on color, 
religion, sex, national origin, 
handicap, or family status.
   NEED TO SEND A COPY 
OF A DOCUMENT, LETTER, 
ETC., TO SOME PLACE IN 
A HURRY? The Forest-Blade 
can do the job for you in min-
utes with its fax machine. 
We can also receive copies 
of documents. For more 
information come by our 
office on West Moring Street.

PETS/ANIMALS FOR 
FREE/MISSING

Animal shelter — 
   We have lots of great 
family dogs as well 
as great guard dogs.
   The shelter is always 
in need of donations of 
canned and bagged dog 
food. We appreciate any 
and every donation.
   If you are missing a 
dog or have found a dog, 
please call the shelter at 
478-237-4040 to report it.
   Visit us on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/EmanuelCoun-
tyShelter or visit our visitor 
website, www.petstablished.
com/organization/1760/, to 
view our adoptable dogs.
   Adoption fee is $35. This 
goes to pay for part of the 
spaying/neutering cost. 
The other $30 must be paid 
to the vet, by the owner after 
it has been spayed or neu-
tered. Please call the shel-
ter for details. Come visit 
our adoptable dogs at 343 
Market St. in Swainsboro.
     We are open Mon-
day through Friday, 
8-4, and Saturday, 8-12.

ESTATE TAG SALE

ESTATE TAG SALE: 
THURS. - SAT, AUG. 
11 - 13, FROM 9AM TO 
5PM @ AT THE HOME 
OF MAE BAILEY, 925 W. 
MORING ST, SWAINS-
BORO. Total contents of 
suburban home for sale in 
3 day sale. Sale conduct-
ed by Edna Purvis, Meg 
Leonard, and Ann Cobb.

The dog days 
of summer

by RONNIE 
JOHNSON

The old mule swish-
es her tail and munch-
es on sweet oats in her 
stall, for it is summer-
time in the deep South. 
The days go by slowly, 
like thick, warm molas-
ses and the cotton stalks 
are thigh high. Flocks of 
Rhode Island Red chick-
ens scratch in the front 
yard for their midday 
meal while a few cou-
rageous one’s venture 
into mama’s butterbean 
patch. 

Heat rises from the 
corn fields but a slight 
summer breeze sneaks 
across the long front 
porch and the old 
flea-bitten hound raises 
up in a gesture of grat-
itude. The family will 
soon be coming home 
from the tobacco field 
and mama is getting 
supper ready. A big pot 
of butterbeans with a fist 
size of pork is simmer-
ing on the cook stove, 
while summer squash, 
okra and field peas are 
cooking nearby. Sliced 
tomatoes, onions and 
sweet peppers only add 
to the summer feast. For 
added pleasure, huge 
buttermilk biscuits and 
sweet blackberry pie is 
there for the taking with 
ice cold sweet tea to 
quench your thirst. 

The streams and 
creeks are drying up. It 
is the dog days of sum-

mer, and it hasn’t rained 
for days, but the fishing 
is good for stump knock-
ers and catfish. Young 
freckled faced boys are 
shirtless and barefoot as 
they head to the nearest 
fishing hole with a shirt 
cane pole slung over 
their thin shoulders, 
while holding a can of 
red wigglers in their 
hand. As they cross Mr. 
Johnson’s watermelon 
field, they stop, choose 
the biggest melon, toss it 
to the ground a mighty 
thud and fight for the 
biggest, broken piece. 
Warm, sweet juice in a 
vibrant red run down 
their mouths and into 
their bellies. It is like 
sweet ambrosia for the 
summer Gods. 

Time is timeless. No 
one looks for a clock. It 
seems people and nature 
co-exist and are part of 
a greater collaboration 
which only God holds 
the key. Night finally 
comes. The red roost-
er and his flock have 
retired for the night, 
while the fireflies are 
coming out for the long 
night. The dog days of 
summer is in full force. 

JOHNSON
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Legals
|
IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN THE INTEREST OF:
J.H.                    SEX: M                      DOB: 
05/06/2021              CASE #
CHILD UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE
NOTICE OF SUMMONS
TO: Any Unknown biological, legal, 
and/or putative father of the above-
named child born to Jasmine Nicole 
Powell at AU MEDICAL CENTER 
Hospital in Augusta, Richmond 
County, Georgia.
You are hereby notified that the above-
styled action has been brought by the 
Emanuel County Department of Fami-
ly and Children Services, and the Geor-
gia Department of Human Services, 
seeking to terminate your parental 
rights with regard to the above refer-
enced child; that said action has been 
filed in the Juvenile Court of Emanuel 
County, Georgia; and that by reason of 
an Order for Service of Summons by 
Publication dated __________________ 
, 2022, you are hereby notified that 
you may obtain a copy of the petition 
from the Clerk of the Juvenile Court 
of Emanuel County, Georgia and may 
file with the Clerk of said Court and 
serve upon Marnique Oliver, Petition-
er’s Attorney, whose mailing address 
is P.O. Box 308, 115 S. Racetrack Street, 
Swainsboro, Georgia, 30401, an answer 
to the petition at any time prior to the 
Final Hearing.  
You are hereby commanded and re-
quired to appear before this court on 
the __ __ day of                                    _, 2022 
at the EMANUEL County Courthouse 
in Swainsboro, Georgia at 10:00 a.m., 
for a FINAL HEARING and show 
cause, if any you have, why the relief 
requested in the petition should not 
be granted. You are hereby command-
ed and required to appear before this 
Court at said final hearing or the find-
ings of the Court will be made the per-
manent order of this Court in the above 
case. You must attend the final hearing 
in order to preserve your rights. At 
the final hearing you will be given an 
opportunity to show cause, if any you 
have, why the relief requested in the 
petition should not be granted. Prior to 
the Final Hearing a Provisional Hear-
ing on the petition will be held before 
the Court on                                , 2022_at 
10:00 a.m. in the Juvenile Courtroom 
at the Emanuel County Courthouse, 
Swainsboro, Georgia. 
The parties notified hereby are entitled 
to legal counsel in the proceedings, and 
the Court will appoint legal counsel if 
any party should be unable, without 
undue hardship, to employ counsel.  
You are further notified that you will 
lose all rights to the child and will not 
be entitled to object to the termination 
of your rights to the child unless, with-
in thirty days of receipt of this notice, 
you file:
A petition to legitimate the child pursu-
ant to O.C.G.A. § 19-7-22; and 
Notice of the filing of the petition to 
legitimate with the Emanuel County 
Juvenile Court. 
The Findings of Fact and Order of 
Disposition made at the Provisional 
Hearing will become final at the Final 
Hearing unless the party served by 
publication appears at the Final Hear-
ing.  If the party served by publication 
fails to appear at the Final Hearing on 
the petition, the Findings of Fact and 
Interlocutory Orders made will be-
come final without further evidence 
and will be governed by the Juvenile 
Court Code as if made at the Final 
Hearing.  If the party served by publi-
cation appears at the Final Hearing, the 
Interlocutory findings and Orders shall 
be vacated and disregarded, and the 
hearing shall proceed upon the allega-
tions of the motion.
The parties notified hereby are entitled 
to legal counsel in the proceedings, and 
the Court will appoint legal counsel if 
any party should be unable, without 
undue hardship, to employ counsel.
A copy of this petition may be obtained 
at no charge from the Office of the Clerk 
of Court between the hours of 9:00 a.m. 
and 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.
WITNESS, the Honorable Sherri Mc-
Donald, Judge of said Juvenile Court.
This ________ day of 
___________________, 2022.
______________________________
Clerk, Emanuel County Juvenile Court

|
IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN THE INTEREST OF:
S.F.                    SEX: F                      DOB: 
03/22/2021              CASE #
CHILD UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE
NOTICE OF SUMMONS
TO: GEORGIA FLOYD and Any 
Unknown biological, legal, and/or 
putative father of the above-named 
child born to Georgia Ann Floyd at 
Fairview Park Hospital in Laurens 
County, Georgia.
You are hereby notified that the above-
styled action has been brought by the 
Emanuel County Department of Fami-

ly and Children Services, and the Geor-
gia Department of Human Services, 
seeking to terminate your parental 
rights with regard to the above refer-
enced child; that said action has been 
filed in the Juvenile Court of Emanuel 
County, Georgia; and that by reason of 
an Order for Service of Summons by 
Publication dated _July 5th , 2022, you 
are hereby notified that you may obtain 
a copy of the petition from the Clerk of 
the Juvenile Court of Emanuel County, 
Georgia and may file with the Clerk of 
said Court and serve upon Marnique 
Oliver, Petitioner’s Attorney, whose 
mailing address is P.O. Box 308, 115 S. 
Racetrack Street, Swainsboro, Georgia, 
30401, an answer to the petition at any 
time prior to the Final Hearing.  
You are hereby commanded and re-
quired to appear before this court on 
the 6th  day of October, 2022 at the 
EMANUEL County Courthouse in 
Swainsboro, Georgia at 10:00 a.m., for 
a FINAL HEARING and show cause, 
if any you have, why the relief request-
ed in the petition should not be grant-
ed. You are hereby commanded and 
required to appear before this Court 
at said final hearing or the findings of 
the Court will be made the permanent 
order of this Court in the above case. 
You must attend the final hearing in 
order to preserve your rights. At the 
final hearing you will be given an op-
portunity to show cause, if any you 
have, why the relief requested in the 
petition should not be granted. Prior to 
the Final Hearing a Provisional Hear-
ing on the petition will be held before 
the Court on  September 22 , 2022_at 
10:00 a.m. in the Juvenile Courtroom 
at the Emanuel County Courthouse, 
Swainsboro, Georgia. 
The parties notified hereby are entitled 
to legal counsel in the proceedings, and 
the Court will appoint legal counsel if 
any party should be unable, without 
undue hardship, to employ counsel.  
You are further notified that you will 
lose all rights to the child and will not 
be entitled to object to the termination 
of your rights to the child unless, with-
in thirty days of receipt of this notice, 
you file:
A petition to legitimate the child pursu-
ant to O.C.G.A. § 19-7-22; and 
Notice of the filing of the petition to 
legitimate with the Emanuel County 
Juvenile Court. 
The Findings of Fact and Order of 
Disposition made at the Provisional 
Hearing will become final at the Final 
Hearing unless the party served by 
publication appears at the Final Hear-
ing.  If the party served by publication 
fails to appear at the Final Hearing on 
the petition, the Findings of Fact and 
Interlocutory Orders made will be-
come final without further evidence 
and will be governed by the Juvenile 
Court Code as if made at the Final 
Hearing.  If the party served by publi-
cation appears at the Final Hearing, the 
Interlocutory findings and Orders shall 
be vacated and disregarded, and the 
hearing shall proceed upon the allega-
tions of the motion.
The parties notified hereby are entitled 
to legal counsel in the proceedings, and 
the Court will appoint legal counsel if 
any party should be unable, without 
undue hardship, to employ counsel.
A copy of this petition may be obtained 
at no charge from the Office of the Clerk 
of Court between the hours of 9:00 a.m. 
and 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.
WITNESS, the Honorable Sherri Mc-
Donald, Judge of said Juvenile Court.
This ________ day of 
___________________, 2022.
______________________________
Clerk, Emanuel County Juvenile Court

|
IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN THE INTEREST OF:
G.G.                     SEX: M                      DOB: 
08/26/2021                CASE #
CHILD UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE
NOTICE OF SUMMONS
TO: Carmelita Falliner Gregory, Jef-
frey Allen Gregory, Jr., and any Un-
known biological, legal, and/or puta-
tive father of the above-named child 
born to Carmelita Falliner Gregory 
at Memorial Health Meadows Hospi-
tal in Vidalia, Toombs County, Geor-
gia.
You are hereby notified that the above-
styled action has been brought by the 
Emanuel County Department of Fami-
ly and Children Services, and the Geor-
gia Department of Human Services, 
seeking to terminate your parental 
rights with regard to the above refer-
enced child; that said action has been 
filed in the Juvenile Court of Emanuel 
County, Georgia; and that by reason of 
an Order for Service of Summons by 
Publication dated July 5th , 2022, you 
are hereby notified that you may obtain 
a copy of the petition from the Clerk of 
the Juvenile Court of Emanuel County, 
Georgia and may file with the Clerk of 
said Court and serve upon Marnique 
Oliver, Petitioner’s Attorney, whose 

mailing address is P.O. Box 308, 115 S. 
Racetrack Street, Swainsboro, Georgia, 
30401, an answer to the petition at any 
time prior to the Final Hearing.  
You are hereby commanded and re-
quired to appear before this court on 
the 6th__ day of  October_, 2022 at the 
EMANUEL County Courthouse in 
Swainsboro, Georgia at 10:00 a.m., for 
a FINAL HEARING and show cause, 
if any you have, why the relief request-
ed in the petition should not be grant-
ed. You are hereby commanded and 
required to appear before this Court 
at said final hearing or the findings of 
the Court will be made the permanent 
order of this Court in the above case. 
You must attend the final hearing in 
order to preserve your rights. At the 
final hearing you will be given an op-
portunity to show cause, if any you 
have, why the relief requested in the 
petition should not be granted. Prior to 
the Final Hearing a Provisional Hear-
ing on the petition will be held before 
the Court on    September 22  , 2022_at 
10:00 a.m. in the Juvenile Courtroom 
at the Emanuel County Courthouse, 
Swainsboro, Georgia. 
The parties notified hereby are entitled 
to legal counsel in the proceedings, and 
the Court will appoint legal counsel if 
any party should be unable, without 
undue hardship, to employ counsel.  
You are further notified that you will 
lose all rights to the child and will not 
be entitled to object to the termination 
of your rights to the child unless, with-
in thirty days of receipt of this notice, 
you file:
A petition to legitimate the child pursu-
ant to O.C.G.A. § 19-7-22; and 
Notice of the filing of the petition to 
legitimate with the Emanuel County 
Juvenile Court. 
The Findings of Fact and Order of 
Disposition made at the Provisional 
Hearing will become final at the Final 
Hearing unless the party served by 
publication appears at the Final Hear-
ing.  If the party served by publication 
fails to appear at the Final Hearing on 
the petition, the Findings of Fact and 
Interlocutory Orders made will be-
come final without further evidence 
and will be governed by the Juvenile 
Court Code as if made at the Final 
Hearing.  If the party served by publi-
cation appears at the Final Hearing, the 
Interlocutory findings and Orders shall 
be vacated and disregarded, and the 
hearing shall proceed upon the allega-
tions of the motion.
The parties notified hereby are entitled 
to legal counsel in the proceedings, and 
the Court will appoint legal counsel if 
any party should be unable, without 
undue hardship, to employ counsel.
A copy of this petition may be obtained 
at no charge from the Office of the Clerk 
of Court between the hours of 9:00 a.m. 
and 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.
WITNESS, the Honorable Sherri Mc-
Donald, Judge of said Juvenile Court.
This ________ day of 
___________________, 2022.
______________________________
Clerk, Emanuel County Juvenile Court
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IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF 
BOBBIE LEE SMITH-HUGHES,   
ESTATE NO. 22E0098
DECEASED 
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF AD-
MINISTRATION 
NOTICE
TO: ALL INTERESTED PARTIES and 
to whom it may concern:
BARBARA SMITH DIXON has pe-
titioned to be appointed adminis-
trator of the estate of BOBBIE LEE 
SMITH-HUGHES deceased, of said 
county.  (The petitioner has also ap-
plied for waiver of bond, waiver of 
reports, waiver of statements, and/or 
grant of certain powers contained in 
O.C.G.A. § 53-12-261.)  All interested 
persons are hereby notified to show 
cause why said petition should not be 
granted.  All objections to the petition 
must be in writing, setting forth the 
grounds of any such objections, and 
must be filed with the Court on or be-
fore AUGUST 15, 2022.  
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All ob-
jections to the petition must be in 
writing, setting forth the grounds of 
any such objections.  All objections 
should be sworn to before a notary 
public or before a probate court clerk, 
and filing fees must be tendered with 
your objections, unless you qualify 
to file as an indigent party.  Contact 
probate court personnel for the re-
quired amount of filing fees.  If any 
objections are filed, a hearing will be 
scheduled at a later date.  If no ob-
jections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing.
DON E. WILKES
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Jeanie Hooks
Clerk of the Probate Court
P. O. Box 70 / 125 S. Main Street
Swainsboro, Ga. 30401
Address
478-237-7091

Telephone Number

|
STATE OF GEORGIA COUNTY OF 
EMANUEL
IN RE: ESTATE OF BETTY JO MAY, 
DECEASED 
All creditors of the Estate of Betty 
Jo May, Deceased, late of Emanuel 
County, are hereby notified to render 
their demands to Richard M. Mc-
Neely, attorney for James (Jimmy) H. 
May, Jr. and Julie May Mercer, Exec-
utors of the  Betty Jo May Estate, at 
P. O. Box 767, Swainsboro, Georgia 
30401, according to law, and all per-
sons indebted to said estate are re-
quired to make immediate payment 
of any indebtedness due the estate.
This 18th day of July, 2022.
RICHARD M. MCNEELY,
Attorney for James (Jimmy) H. May, 
Jr. 
And Julie May Mercer 
Executors of the Betty Jo May Estate
Richard M. McNeely, P.C.
P. O. Box 767
Swainsboro, Georgia 30401
(478) 237-4225
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IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF 
WILDER DALE KIRKLAND,   
ESTATE NO. 22E0107
DECEASED 
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF AD-
MINISTRATION 
NOTICE
TO: ALL INTERESTED PARTIES and 
to whom it may concern:
DONNIE RAY KIRKLAND has 
petitioned for to be appointed ad-
ministrator of the estate of WILDER 
DALE KIRKLAND deceased, of said 
county.  (The petitioner has also ap-
plied for waiver of bond, waiver of 
reports, waiver of statements, and/or 
grant of certain powers contained in 
O.C.G.A. § 53-12-261.)  All interested 
persons are hereby notified to show 
cause why said petition should not be 
granted.  All objections to the petition 
must be in writing, setting forth the 
grounds of any such objections, and 
must be filed with the Court on or be-
fore AUGUST 29, 2022.  
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All ob-
jections to the petition must be in 
writing, setting forth the grounds of 
any such objections.  All objections 
should be sworn to before a notary 
public or before a probate court clerk, 
and filing fees must be tendered with 
your objections, unless you qualify 
to file as an indigent party.  Contact 
probate court personnel for the re-
quired amount of filing fees.  If any 
objections are filed, a hearing will be 
scheduled at a later date.  If no ob-
jections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing.
DON E. WILKES
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Jeanie Hooks
Clerk of the Probate Court
P. O. Box 70 / 125 South Main Street
Swainsboro, Ga. 30401
Address
478-237-7091
Telephone Number

|
STATE OF GEPRGIA, COUNTY OF 
EMANUEL
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS
IN RE: The Estate of Willard S. Wil-
kes, Jr., deceased.
All debtors or creditors of the Estate 
of NAME, deceased, late of Emanuel 
County, are hereby notified to render 
their demands to the undersigned 
according to law, and all persons in-
debted to said estate are to make im-
mediate payment to me.
This 3rd day of August, 2022.
_______________________
DANILE J. O’CONNOR
Attorney for Executrix, Ann Wilkes
BRYANT & O’CONNOR LAW FIRM
P.O. Box 28
Vidalia, GA 30475
|
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF 
NORA LEE STANFORD,   
ESTATE NO. 22E0106
DECEASED 
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF AD-
MINISTRATION 
NOTICE
TO: ALL INTERESTED PARTIES and 
to whom it may concern:
ASHA VEKELIA STANFORD has 
petitioned for to be appointed ad-
ministrator of the estate of NORA 
LEE STANFORD deceased, of said 
county.  (The petitioner has also ap-
plied for waiver of bond, waiver of 
reports, waiver of statements, and/or 
grant of certain powers contained in 
O.C.G.A. § 53-12-261.)  All interested 
persons are hereby notified to show 
cause why said petition should not be 
granted.  All objections to the petition 
must be in writing, setting forth the 

grounds of any such objections, and 
must be filed with the Court on or be-
fore September 6, 2022.  
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All ob-
jections to the petition must be in 
writing, setting forth the grounds of 
any such objections.  All objections 
should be sworn to before a notary 
public or before a probate court clerk, 
and filing fees must be tendered with 
your objections, unless you qualify 
to file as an indigent party.  Contact 
probate court personnel for the re-
quired amount of filing fees.  If any 
objections are filed, a hearing will be 
scheduled at a later date.  If no ob-
jections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing.
DON E. WILKES
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Jeanie Hooks
Clerk of the Probate Court
P. O. Box 70 / 125 South Main Street
Swainsboro, Ga. 30401
Address

|
THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
EMANUEL CVCOUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
RICHARDO BERNARD CHAN-
DLER,
PETITIONOR,                                           CIV-
IL ACTION NO.
V
STANDLEY MCCOLLUM,
RESPONDENT.
AFFIDAVIT FOR SERVICE BY PUB-
LICATION
Personally, appeared before the un-
dersigned officer, came, RICARDO 
BERNARD CHANDLER, who upon 
being sworn, disposes and says a fol-
lows, to-wit:
This Affidavit is given on the basis of 
the Affidavit having knowledge per-
taining to the above-styled action and 
more particularly to the fact the De-
fendant cannot be found within this 
state for service of summons. Affiant 
states that a claim exists against the 
Respondent in respect to whom the 
service is to be made, and that the Re-
spondent is a necessary and proper 
party to this action.
Affiant has made a diligent effort to 
locate the Respondent by contacting 
the persons in his last two places of 
residence in Millen, GA and Augusta, 
GA. Both places had parties indicat-
ing that he was in jail in wither Au-
gusta, GA or Millen, GA. Both Sher-
iff’s Departments denied that either 
had him. No other parties or relatives 
contacted knew of his whereabouts. 
The Defendant cannot be located 
within this State. Affiant has no 
knowledge of his present residence 
or whereabouts
This 19th day of July, 2022
_____________________
RICARDO CHANDLER
478-237-7091
Telephone Number

|
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POW-
ER IN SECURITY DEED STATE OF 
GEORGIA
COUNTY OF EMANUEL
Under and by virtue of the Power of 
Sale contained in the Construction 
Security Deed from Herschel Hart 
Enterprises, LLC to Renasant Bank, 
dated October 13, 2017, and recorded 
in Deed Book 454,  Page 124, Emanuel 
County, Georgia records, as modified 
by Modification of Security Deed dat-
ed July 2, 2018, and recorded in Deed 
book 467, Page 304, aforesaid records   
(as same may have been further mod-
ified from time to time, collectively 
the “Security Deed”); the under-
signed will sell at public outcry to 
the highest and best bidder for cash 
before the door of the Courthouse of 
Emanuel County, Georgia, during the 
legal hours of sale, on the first Tues-
day in September, 2022, the following 
described real property, to wit:
ALL THAT CERTAIN TRACT OR 
PARCEL OF LAND, SITUATE, LY-
ING AND BEING IN THE 58TH GMD 
OF EMANUEL COUNTY, GEOR-
GIA, CONTAINING 26 ACRES AS 
SHOWN ON A PLAT PREPARED BY 
GEORGE WILLIAM DONALDSON, 
SURVEYOR, DATED OCTOBER 29, 
2015, WHICH PLAT IS RECORDED 
IN PLAT BOOK 22, PAGE 645 OF 
THE RECORDS OF THE CLERK 
OF SUPERIOR COURT OF EMAN-
UEL COUNTY, GEORGIA, SAID 
PLAT IS BY EXPRESS REFERENCE 
INCORPORATED HEREIN FOR A 
MORE FULL, COMPLETE AND AC-
CURATE DESCRIPTION OF SAID 
PROPERTY. SAID 26 ACRES BEING 
BOUNDED AS SHOWN ON SAID 
PLAT NOW OR FORMERLY AS 
FOLLOWS: ON THE NORTHWEST 
BY A BRANCH; ON THE NORTH 
BY LANDS OF BILLIE EUGENE 
HILL AND LAND OF CLINTON 
RAY AKRIDGE; ON THE EAST 
BY GEORGIA HIGHWAY 57; AND 
SOUTH BY LANDS OF TERESA MC-
LENDON.
THE PROPERTY HEREIN CON-
VEYED IS A PORTION OF A 474.7 
ACRE TRACT OF LAND SHOWN 

AS 4 PARCELS OF LAND ON A 
PLAT PREPARED BY AUBREY E. 
SCOTT, SURVEYOR, DATED SEP-
TEMBER 16, 1981, AND REVISED 
ON SEPTEMBER 22, 1983 WHICH 
PLAT IS RECORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 12, PAGE 174 OF THE RE-
CORDS OF THE CLERK OF SUPERI-
OR COURT OF EMANUEL COUN-
TY, GEORGIA.
EMANUEL COUNTY MAP AND 
PARCEL: 135 012
PROPERTY BELIEVED TO BE MORE 
COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 1118 
GEORGIA HIGHWAY 57 EAST, 
TWIN CITY, GEORGIA 30471 [TAX 
PARCEL ID # 135 012A]
In addition, under and by virtue of 
the power of sale contained in the 
Security Deed, the undersigned will 
also sell at public outcry to the high-
est bidder for cash before the door of 
the Courthouse of Emanuel Coun-
ty, Georgia, immediately following 
the sale of the above-described real 
property, the following described 
personal property owned by Her-
schel Hart Enterprises, LLC, or its 
successors-in-title and secured by the 
Security Deed, to wit:
All personal property described in 
and subject to the Security Deed, 
which is hereby incorporated by this 
reference. 
Less and except any fixtures sub-
ject to the security interest on the 
above-described real property.
The debt secured by the Security Deed 
is evidenced by a renewal Promissory 
Note dated July 2, 2018, from Herschel 
Hart Enterprises, LLC in favor of Re-
nasant Bank in the original principal 
amount of Two Hundred Thirty-Three 
Thousand One Hundred Fifty-Five and 
35/100 Dollars ($233,155.35) (as same 
may have been modified, renewed or 
amended, the “Note”), plus interest 
from date on the unpaid balance until 
paid, and other indebtedness. 
Default has occurred and continues 
under the terms of the Note and 
Security Deed by reason of, among 
other possible events of default, the 
nonpayment when due of the indebt-
edness evidenced by the Note and 
secured by the Security Deed and the 
failure to comply with the terms and 
conditions of the Note and Security 
Deed. By reason of this default, the 
Security Deed has been declared fore-
closable according to its terms.
The above-described real property 
will be sold to the highest and best 
bidder for cash as the property of 
Herschel Hart Enterprises, LLC, the 
proceeds to be applied to the pay-
ment of said indebtedness, attorneys’ 
fees, and the lawful expenses of said 
sale, all as provided in the Note and 
Security Deed. The sale shall be sub-
ject to the following: all outstanding 
ad valorem taxes and/or assess-
ments, if any; possible redemptive 
rights of the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice, if any; and all other prior as-
sessments, easements, restrictions or 
matters of record.
To the best of the undersigned’s 
knowledge and belief, the real prop-
erty is presently owned by Herschel 
Hart Enterprises, LLC.
To the best of the undersigned’s 
knowledge and belief, the party in 
possession of the real property is 
Herschel Hart Enterprises, LLC, and 
tenants or other persons holding un-
der it.
All personal property will be sold in 
one lot to the highest and best bidder 
for cash as the property of Herschel 
Hart Enterprises, LLC, or its succes-
sors-in-title, on an “as is, where is” 
basis and without representation, 
warranty or recourse, express or im-
plied, of the undersigned, and sub-
ject to all matters of record affecting 
said personal property, the proceeds 
to be applied to the payment of said 
indebtedness, attorneys’ fees and the 
lawful expenses of said sale, all as 
provided in the Security Deed.
Renasant Bank, as Attorney-in-Fact 
for Herschel Hart Enterprises, LLC.
M. Todd Westfall, Esquire
WESTFALL, LLC
4994 Lower Roswell Rd, Ste 6
Marietta, Georgia 30068 Renasant / 
(678) 384-7005

||
NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND 
DEBTORS
All creditors of the estate of JERRELL 
LARRY CANNADY, decedent late of 
Emanuel County, State of Georgia, 
are hereby notified to render in their 
demands to the undersigned accord-
ing to law and all persons indebted to 
said estate are required to make im-
mediate payment to me.
This the 28th day of July,2022.
BRENDA RIGDON CANNADY, ex-
ecutor/executrix of the estate of
JERRELL LARRY CANNADY, dece-
dent
211 Neal Street Swainsboro, Ga. 30401
Address of Executor/Executrix
 (478)-237-5301
Telephone
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Wiregrass members are part of George Washington’s Ring Honor Guard
The Installation Banquet, 132nd Congress, National Society Sons of the 

American Revolution at the Hyatt Regency, Savannah, GA was held on 
Thursday night, July 14, at 7 p.m. With President General Davis L Wright pre-
siding, there were over 400 in attendance. After dinner was served, the installa-
tion of new general officers and vice presidents general was conducted. Next, 
the 2022-2023 President General C. Bruce Pickette was installed. Earlier in 
the evening, the Georgia Society Color Guard Commander, Scott Collins, 

approached Compatriots Wilder Smith, Jr., Dess Smith III, and Gary Page to 
assist him as part of the George Washington Ring Honor Guard during the 
ceremony of presenting the President General Bruce Pickette with this his-
toric ring. Commander Mike Tomme marched the Honor Guard half way up 
to the podium where the ring was presented to PG Pickette. This was a very 
special event that occurs once a year at the National SAR Congress Installation 
Banquet.

GEORGE WASHINGTON’S RING ESCORT HONOR GUARD, 
L TO R:  GARY PAGE, DESS SMITH III, CILLI TOMME, SCOTT COLLINS, 

WILDER SMITH, JR.

COMPATRIOT STEVE BURKE ASSISTS CILLI 
TOMMEWITH THE PILLOW HOLDING 

GEORGE WASHINGTON’S RING

PAST PRESIDENT 
GENERAL & 

HONOR GUARD 
COMMANDER MIKE 

TOMME

PHOTO FROM EVENT

National Society Color Guard at Fort Morris event
One member of the 

Wiregrass Chapter and 
three members of the Bri-
er Creek Chapter traveled 
to Fort Morris on Sunday, 
July 10, to participate in 
the National Society Sons 
of the American Revolu-
tion Color Guard. Com-
patriot Steve Burke of the 
Wiregrass Chapter and 
Don Bazemore, Bernard 
Martin and Lee Herron of 
the Brier Creek Chapter 
took part in the event. 

At 8 a.m., two buses 
carrying up to 100 SAR 
members each left the Hy-
att Regency and traveled 
approximately 35 miles to 
Fort Morris to watch and 
participate in the event 
to honor those patriots 
that fought and died for 
our freedoms. The Fort 

Morris ranger asked Ar-
tillery School trained SAR 
members of the Wiregrass 
and Brier Creek Chapters 
to man the Fort’s cannon 
and fire one volley with 
the cannon and the militia 
and continentals fired one 
volley with their flintlock 
rifles and muskets.  

After a great lunch at the 
Dorchester Village Civic 
Center, all the SAR mem-
bers and National Col-
or Guard traveled to the 
Historic Midway Church 
Cemetery where they par-
ticipated in the five Patriot 
Grave Marking event. Af-
ter laying carnations at the 
graves of the five Patriots, 
the militia and continen-
tals fired five volleys with 
their flintlocks and mus-
kets.

Wiregrass Chapter members 
participate with the NSSAR 

Color Guard at 132nd Congress
Three members of 

the Wiregrass Chapter 
Georgia Society Sons 
of the American 
Revolution traveled to 
Savannah to participate 
in the 132nd Congress 
National Society of 
the SAR at the Hyatt 
Regency on Sunday, July 
10 through Thursday, 
July 14. On Sunday, 
Compatriot Steve 
Burke traveled to Fort 
Morris and the Historic 
Midway Church 
Cemetery to participate 
in those two events 

while Compatriots 
Wilder and Dess Smith 
arrived at the Hyatt 
Regency to assist the 
132nd Congress as “Day 
Captains” from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Around 12:30, 
Wilder and Dess were 
asked to drive down 
to Fort Morris with a 
Compatriot’s wife to 
pick her husband up 
that had passed out 
because of the heat. He 
was dehydrated, and by 
the time they arrived, 
he was doing great. For 
the rest of the week, 

Dess, Wilder and Steve 
were able to be a part 
of the NSSAR Color 
Guard at the following 
events: Color Guard 
Review (Mon), Color 
Guard at the Memorial 
Service (Mon), Color 
Guard for Opening 
Session (Tues), Limited 
Color Guard at Johnson 
Square (Steve) (Wed), 
President Generals 
Banquet - Posting of 
Colors (Wed), and the 
Installation Banquet 
- Retiring Colors only 
(Thurs).

DESS SMITH, WILDER SMITH, STEVE BURKE OF THE NSSAR COLOR 
GUARD AT THE 132ND CONGRESS
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