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VETERANS AT MONDAY MEETING AT FRANKLIN MEMORIAL LIBRARY

Veterans planning 
“Wreaths Across America”

It’s natural to think 
of retirement as a time 
when you slow down 
and settle into a routine 
of no job, no worries 
and very little exertion.  
That may be a common 
conception, but if that’s 
your idea of retirement, 
don’t get in the way of 
the “Monday Morning 
Veterans” meetings at 
the Franklin Memorial 
Library. In a time when 
participation in many 
organizations is shrink-
ing, the weekly count of 
active veterans reporting 
each Monday is steadi-
ly growing. Aside from 
good fellowship and free 
coffee, the main attrac-

tion that has the former 
warriors showing up is 
the desire to continue 
to serve the community 
and to support veterans 
here in our area. Lately, 
the group has taken on 
its biggest project yet. 
”Wreaths Across Amer-
ica” (WAA) is a national 
effort to honor the mem-
ory of every U.S. veteran 
by placing a Christmas 
wreath at their grave 
in December. The local 
group is now working 
to locate as many burial 
sites of veterans in Eman-
uel County as possible.  

“It sounds like a big 
job, and it definitely is,” 
admitted Project Chair-

man John Tapley, “but 
our group felt like it was 
a good way to remind 
folks of the service and 
dedication these people 
have given to this coun-
try and to make sure that 
they are never forgotten, 
especially at Christmas 
time.”  

Tapley went on to ex-
plain that the local group 
will coordinate with the 
WAA national campaign 
as far as acquiring and 
distributing the wreaths 
in late November and 
early December.  

“One of the biggest 
challenges we have right 
now is making sure ev-
eryone in Emanuel Coun-

ty who knows of a veter-
an’s grave and wants to 
place a wreath there, lets 
us know before the No-
vember 1st deadline so 
we can order enough.”  

Look for an order form 
on page 2C of The Blade. 
More information will be 
provided in upcoming 
issues of The Blade and 
elsewhere. The “Monday 
Morning Veterans” are 
looking forward to bring-
ing this project to Eman-
uel County and asks that 
the public gets involved 
and helps make this com-
ing Christmas even more 
special by honoring the 
memory of each and ev-
ery one of our veterans.      

BOE holds 
monthly 
meeting

by WHITLEY CLIF-
TON

The Emanuel County 
Board of Education met 
for its regular monthly 
meeting on Tuesday, July 
19, at 5:30 p.m. at the cen-
tral office in Swainsboro. 
Chairman Mason Hen-
ry called the meeting to 
order and welcomed all 
prior to leading the in-
vocation. The pledge of 
allegiance, led by Johnny 
Parker, was then recited 
by all. Board members 
then reviewed an amend-
ed agenda for the night’s 
session and approved 
it as presented. With all 
board members present, 
except Del Brown and 
Sandra Swinney, the fol-
lowing action and/or 
discussion was held:

Superintendent Com-
ments

• Board members 
heard a school nutrition 
CEP update presented by 
Chandra Hooks, director 
of school nutrition. 

New Business
• The revision of Poli-

cy IEDA and new Policy 
IKBB as well as the new 
regulation JRB-R(1) was 

tabled by board mem-
bers. Further action and/
or discussion will follow 
at a later date. 

Consent Agenda 
• Minutes from the 

June 14, 2022 regular 
board meeting was pre-
sented for review of the 
board.

• Board members 
heard a financial reports 
presentation for district 
operations.

• The board reviewed 
superintendent, profes-
sional and civic organiza-
tion memberships.

• Board members en-
tertained discussion on 
the surplus of property 
for the old Twin City Pri-
mary School. 

All items listed for discus-
sion on the night’s consent 
agenda was unanimously 
approved by board members. 

Executive Session
The board then entered 

executive session. Upon 
re-entering normal session, 
the following action took 
place:

• Board members ap-
proved the certified em-
ployment of Brittany 

WALDEN, REDDISH, LAMB, KERSEY, ALLMAN, BEDGOOD, DAVIS, ARMSTRONG AND PHILLIPS

Sheriff Department staff completes CIT Training
The Georgia Crisis 

Intervention Team (CIT) 
Training course prepares 
law enforcement officers 
and other public safety 
personnel with the skills to 
assist people with mental 
illness, co-occurring dis-
orders, substance abuse, 
developmental disorders 
or other brain disorders 
who are in crisis, thereby 
advancing public safety 
and reducing stigma. 

Recently, several of our 
Emanuel County Sheriff’s 
Office staff including, 
Deputy Mark Walden, 
Investigator Michael 
Reddish, Investigator 
Matt Lamb, Corporal 

Trent Kersey, Deputy 
Nathan Allman, Captain 
West Bedgood, Corporal 
Matt Davis, Deputy 
Curtis Armstrong, 
and Lieutenant Robert 
Phillips, completed their 
team training for Crisis 
Intervention.

This course is an inten-
sive 40-hour, five-day cur-
riculum that is comprised 
of both classroom instruc-
tion and practical exer-
cises delivered by mental 
health professionals, other 
subject matter experts 
and CIT law enforcement 
instructors. During the 
40-hour CIT training for 
law enforcement, individ-

uals and family members 
share their personal sto-
ries of lived experience 
with mental illness to 
help our law enforcement 
officers better understand 
the importance of recog-
nizing mental health to  
reduce arrests of people 
with mental illness while 
simultaneously increasing 
the likelihood that 
individuals will receive 
the help that they need.

“Training provides us 
the opportunity to equip 
ourselves to better serve 
the community.  The Crisis 
Intervention Training is an 
invaluable course teach-
ing us the most effective 

de-escalation methods.” 
Sheriff Jeffery Brewer stat-
ed. 

Not only can CIT pro-
grams bring community 
leaders together, but they 
can also help keep peo-
ple with mental illness 
out of jail, in treatment, 
and on the road to recov-
ery. Congratulations 
to each of these ded-
icated employees of the 
Emanuel County Sheriff’s 
Office on their success-
ful completion of the 
Crisis Intervention Team 
Training and thank you 
for doing more to serve 
and protect our commu-
nities.

(Continued on page 6D)

OMI vs. The City 
of Swainsboro

by WHITLEY CLIF-
TON 

Members of Swains-
boro City Council and 
Mayor Greg Bennett 
met for a special called 
meeting on Thursday, 
July 21. The meeting 
session began at 6 p.m. 
and was held via a zoom 
conference call, where-
in  the council immedi-
ately entered executive 

session after Julian Sco-
nyers made first motion. 
Upon re-entering regular 
session, Council unani-
mously approved the re-
payment of a settlement 
to Operational Manage-
ment International Inc 
(OMI) in the amount 
of $390,000. The total 
amount is to be installed 
in payments as follows:

City Council approves settlement 
payments to OMI despite 

company’s failure to provide 
contracted services at time of hire

(Continued on page 6D)
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After working for seven 
years in the local news-
paper realm, Halei Lamb 
is now transitioning to a 
different reporting medi-
um in a bigger market. She 
has officially accepted a 
producer position at WJBF 
Channel 6 in Augusta. 

Lamb will work with 
the 4:30 a.m. and 6 a.m. 
news teams. Her duties 
will include producing 
those newscasts for broad-
cast across all platforms; 
writing and ordering news 
stories; approving scripts; 
balancing news and fea-
ture content to create com-
pelling broadcasts; editing 
video; writing stories for 
WJBF’s website and other 
eMedia platforms; and 
interacting with viewers 
and users on social media 
sites. 

Lamb stated this career 
move is one she has con-
sidered since 2016. 

“I attended Media Law 
School at the University of 
South Carolina six years 
ago. It sounds a lot fan-
cier than it is; it was just 

a three-day summit where 
the professors of USC–
Columbia gave lectures 
on legalities that would 
be helpful points for jour-
nalists to consider as they 
work on their stories. I 
was fortunate to be one of 
the 20 candidates select-
ed across the country,” she 
said. “When I got there, I 
noticed mostly all of the 
journalists in attendance 
were MMJs—multime-
dia journalists who report 
on television—instead of 
newspaper reporters. In 
hearing their perspectives 
over those few days and 
seeing how knowledge-
able they were, I became 
really interested in that 
side of journalism. I never 
thought I’d get a chance to 
actually make that happen, 
though.” 

That shifted toward the 
end of June. She was in 
between jobs but not look-
ing whole-heartedly. 

“I was considering my 
options. I had a ton of 
ideas about what I could 
do next thrown my way, 

many of which would’ve 
led me away from jour-
nalism entirely. That didn’t 
feel right. It’s all I’ve 
known for the last seven 
years. I just took a minute 
and focused on me,” she 
explained. “One day, I was 
chatting with my husband 
and he mentioned a tv sta-
tion in Macon. That’s when 
a lightbulb went off.” 

Lamb thought of an 
associate at WJBF, Richard 
Adams. The two had corre-
sponded on a couple stories 
before, and she thought he 
might be a good source to 
speak with when inquiring 
about what, if any, posi-
tions Channel 6 had avail-
able. A short phone call 
later and Lamb had an in. 

“Richard spoke with 
their assistant news direc-
tor, Kathy Wideman, who 
gave him a suggestion of 
which posting I’d be best 
fit for, and explained how 
to apply. He also passed 
my number along to 
their executive producer, 
Damon Putzier,” Lamb 
continued. “Within an 

hour, I had my application 
in but I still didn’t think 
much would come of it.” 

Over the next few days, 
Lamb went to two inter-
views with Putzier and 
Wideman, toured the stu-
dio, met various persons 
on the WJBF team, and 
completed sample writ-
ings. 

She was officially offered 
the job on Friday, July 8. 
Her first day on the job will 
be next Monday, August 1. 

Lamb said on that note 
she feels ready for this 
move, thanks to past expe-
riences she’s had working 
at home, but she recog-
nizes she will have lots to 
learn as well. 

“One of the aspects I’ve 
always been excited by 
was anything related to 
video. I loved getting to 
put on Election Night Live 
broadcasts and other like 
streams through Emanuel 
County Live’s Facebook 
when I was with The 
Forest-Blade. I also got to 
work on the commemora-
tive DVD for Swainsboro 
High’s basketball state 
championship win; that 
was exhilarating in its 
own way,” Lamb said. “I 
think having those video 
experiences under my belt 
paired with my extensive 
reporting background will 
help tremendously as I 
move into this producer 
job. On the other hand, I 
know this is a whole ‘noth-
er ball game—but I love 
a good challenge equally 
as much as I love to learn, 
so I think it’ll be good, 
especially considering the 
people I’ll have around me 
at Channel 6 showing me 
the ropes.” 

Some of those people 

will include Putzier and 
Wideman, of course, along 
with Mary Morrison, a 
tenured anchor for WJBF, 
and her co-anchor, Barclay 
Bishop. She is also anxious 
to meet and form relation-
ships with the many report-
ers, video editors, techni-
cians, salespeople, fellow 
producers, and everyone 
else in the Nexstar family 
who help form the creative 
circle at Channel 6. 

Although the move is 
exciting, Lamb stated it 
does have a bittersweet 
feel to it, too. 

“I have thoroughly 
enjoyed my time reporting 
in Swainsboro so in that 
way, I’m attached to the 
people and stories here. 
I’ll miss the closeness of 
working in a small com-
munity, but I’m a dream-
er with big ambitions. I 
felt like I had to shoot my 
shot with WJBF, and I’m 
humbled by them taking a 
chance on me. If I’m being 
completely transparent, on 
some days when the fear 
of unfamiliarity starts to 
creep in, I worry this tran-
sition is too big. Walking 
into the studio was the 
first time I ever felt like 
a little fish in a big bowl. 
In no way do I intend to 
diminish what newspaper 
journalism is because I’ve 
done every aspect of that 
job except sales and I know 
it’s a grind, but walking 
through those doors felt 
like the big-time. There are 
numerous shows every 
day so it’s fast-paced, there 
are so many working parts 
to a single one of those 
shows… It’s simply going 
to be different in a lot of 
ways, but I’m confident in 
my abilities.” 

Best of all, she won’t 
have to forfeit home as a 
whole. Channel 6 covers 
18 counties, one of which 
is Emanuel.

“That part is extreme-
ly special to me because 
this has been my stomp-
ing grounds for so long. I 
often voluntarily say (with 
100 percent certainty) that 
I know I didn’t get where 
I am today without help. 
Smith Newspapers took a 
chance on me as a young 
22-year-old with no expe-
rience; I guess you could 
say I owe my entire career 
to this point to that estab-
lishment, so it only feels 
right to ‘give the scoop’ to 
The Blade. The Crossroads 
Chronicle was a chance 
in itself, and the support 
I received along the way 
and afterward was nothing 
short of amazing. Most of 
all, though, the people here 
took a chance on me every 
time I worked a contact on 
a story, and the community 
took a chance on me every 
time they read something 
with my byline. That’s a 
debt I take very seriously, 
so just know that I look 
forward to continuing to 
cover Emanuel County in 
the future.”
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Correction: David Emanuel Academy 
Open House
Open House for David 
Emanuel Academy will be 
held Thursday, August 4, 
at the following times: 
Classroom visits and 
Information Assembly 
• Classroom Visits 
will be held from 4 
until 5:15 p.m. AND 
6:30 until 7:45 p.m. 
• Information Assem-

bly will take place in the 
school’s gym at 5:30 p.m. 
To Be Noted 
• Middle and high 
school students will 
need to pick up class 
schedules and locker 
numbers from        Mr. 
Sutton in the Low-
er School AR Library. 
• Make sure to take a 

picture at the school’s 
photo booth in the 
gym! Family pack-
ets can be obtained in 
the homeroom of the 
youngest enrolled child. 
• Remember to bring 
school supplies. All 
pre-ordered school sup-
ply kits will be in each 
student’s homeroom. 

Join us at the next blood drive 
at Emanuel Medical Center!

Shepeard Community 
Blood Center will be 
hosting a blood drive 
inside Emanuel Medical 
Center, located at 117 Kite 
Road in Swainsboro, on 
Tuesday, August 2, from 
1pm until 5:30pm. All 
blood donors are wel-
come and needed, but 
especially donors with O 
Positive or O Negative 
blood. Shepeard sup-
plies all the blood prod-
ucts to Emanuel Medical 
Center, so when you 
donate with Shepeard, 
you truly are giving back 
to your community and 
supporting your local 
hospital. 

At the August 2 blood 
drive all donors will 
receive a voucher for a 
free fried chicken meal 
from the EMC Café. 
Shepeard will be in the 
private dining room this 
time, so you can donate 
and grab lunch at the 
same time. All donors 
will also receive donor 
store points that can be 
used to purchase digi-
tal gift cards or T-shirts. 
Everyone is encouraged 
to come donate and 
help Shepeard support 
Emanuel Medical Center. 

To ensure your dona-
tion is successful, be 
sure to eat a full meal 

before donating, stay 
hydrated, and get lots 
of rest the night before. 
Donors must be in good 
general health, weigh at 
least 110 pounds, and be 
at least 17 years old (or 
16 with written paren-
tal consent) to donate. 
Be sure to bring a photo 
ID or Shepeard donor 
card with you when 
you come to donate.  
   For more informa-
tion, contact Jacqueline 
Clemmons, Recruitment 
Specialist at (706) 
737-4551 or visit the 
Shepeard Community 
Blood Center website: 
www.shepeardblood.org

After working for seven years in the local newspaper realm, Halei…

LAMB
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East Georgia State College 
receives grant to help adult 

learners finish associate degrees
East Georgia State 

College (EGSC) 
recently received an 
$18,000 grant from the 
University System of 
Georgia (USG) to help 
adult learners finish 
their associate degrees. 
Adult learners, students 
25 years of age and older, 
often face challenges 
when trying to com-
plete their degree. These 
challenges can include 
family obligations, 
financial obstacles, and 
doubts related to their 
academic self-efficacy. 
EGSC plans to use the 
adult learners grants to 
implement the “Adult 
Learners Program” 
to mitigate these chal-
lenges and help these 
students complete their 
associate degrees. 

The Adult Learners 
Program will focus on 
the recruitment and 
retention of former and 
new EGSC adult learn-
ers. Dr. Thomas Caiazzo 
will serve as the Adult 
Learners Coordinator 
for the program. Dr. 
Caiazzo is tasked with 
recruiting adult learners 
from local employers, 
organization on-campus 
and virtual recruitment 
events and semester 
information sessions, 
and by collaborating 
with the Adult Learners 
Team at EGSC to con-
tinuously improve the 
program. 

“This grant will allow 
EGSC to reach out to 
students who have the 
potential to finish their 
degree with us. I will do 

everything that I can to 
accommodate these stu-
dents and promise them 
they will be treated in a 
respectful manner,” said 
Caiazzo. “I look forward 
to having these students 
back in our classes and 
supporting their aca-
demic journey.”

“As an access institu-
tion, EGSC welcomes 
both high school grad-
uate and non-tradi-
tional students,” said 
Dr. David Chevalier, 

Associate Vice-President 
for Academic Affairs at 
EGSC. “This grant will 
help us with recruiting 
and providing opportu-
nities to adult learners 
including first genera-
tion college students to 
attend college and earn 
a college degree.”

For more information 
about East Georgia State 
College and how to 
apply, visit https://www.
ega.edu/admissions/start-
here/adult-learners.html. 

Youman’s art show 
draws community

A reception for the 
artwork of Swainsboro 
native Kim Youmans 
was held Thursday, July 
21 at The Kalmanson 
Gallery of Emanuel Arts 
Council. Refreshments 
were provided by Beta 
Sigma Phi of Swainsboro.

 “We were very 
pleased to see the com-
munity show up in such 
large numbers,” said 
Jacquie Brasher, execu-
tive director of Emanuel 
Arts Council. “A total of 
76 people attended the 
event. Guests came from 
near and far to see Kim’s 
work.”

 The detailed oil paint-
ings of Youmans have 
appealed to many peo-
ple, said Brasher. “The 
accuracy in his paintings 
is quite astounding,” she 
said. “I have marveled at 
how he can paint water 
so well, capturing the 
brilliance of each drop, 
swirl, or wave.”

 The exhibition will 
be on display through 
August 22nd and is free 
and open to the pub-
lic. Gallery hours are 
Tuesday through Friday, 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Viewings on Saturday 
are available by appoint-
ment. The EAC is locat-
ed at 109 North Green 
Street, next to Bangles II 
and Stewart’s Jewelers.

 The Emanuel Arts 
Council, Inc. (EAC) is a 
501(c)3 nonprofit orga-

nization whose purpose 
is to empower and grow 
the community through 
cultural programs in all 
areas of the arts. The 
EAC operates through 

donations, fundraisers, 
and grants.

 For more informa-
tion on programming at 
the EAC, find them on 
Facebook and Instagram.

KIM YOUMANS GIVES ARTIST TALK 
DURING RECEPTION

‘LAST CATCH’ OIL ON CANVAS
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SEND A CARD TO SOMEONE EXPERIENCING 
THE LOSS OF A LOVED ONE.

Norma June Braddy Bowen, 
87

Norma June Braddy 
Bowen, 87, met her heav-
enly father and reunited 
with the love of her life on 
Thursday, July 21, 2022, 
peacefully in her home 
surrounded by her loving 
family. Her celebration of 
life was held Sunday, July 
24, at 2 p.m. at Mt. Olive 
Primitive Baptist Church 
in Aline, with Elder 
Mike Newman officiat-
ing. Visitation was held 
Saturday, July 23, from 
5 to 7 p.m. at Kennedy 
Funeral Homes, Hooks 
Chapel. 

June was born in 
Candler Country on 
August 17, 1934, to 
James Grady and Myrtice 
Farmer Braddy. She grad-
uated from Metter High 
School and later attended 
business school. Norma 
first worked for Dr. Henry 
Sparks and later joined 
Medical Associates as 
office manager when Dr. 
Robert L. Pence opened 
his practice, and worked 
there for decades until 
retirement. She attend-
ed Mt. Olive Primitive 
Baptist Church in Aline 
as a member, and in later 
years, attended Metter 
Primitive Baptist Church. 
Norma loved God, fam-
ily, fishing, and garden-
ing. You could find her 
glued to the television as 
an avid fan watching the 
Braves, Dawgs, and her 
soaps. Her happy place 
was in the garden grow-
ing and harvesting veg-
etables, or enjoying her 
flowers. She loved zinnias 

and grew the most beau-
tiful ones of all varieties. 
Water was her all-time 
favorite, fishing or at the 
beach or river. Gathering 
with friends or family for 
meals, especially fish fries, 
made her happy, and she 
was famous for her deli-
cious corn dodgers.  

Ms. Bowen is sur-
vived by her daughter, 
Harriet Alicia Bowen 
Jones (John); sons, Robert 
Mikell Bowen and Fred 
Irvin Bowen, Jr. (Marilyn); 
and sister, Peggy Nell 
Braddy Sowell; grand-
children, John E. Jones, 
III “Tripp” (Alex), Bowen 
Reid Jones (Hope), Brooke 
Paige Bowen, Jerod Clay 
Marshall, Jacob Thomas 
Carpinski and Dawson 
Smith; great-grandchil-
dren, Carsyn Blake Jones, 
Ava Reid Jones, Zoey 
Zuriyah Storms and 
Dakota Smith; and many 
nieces and nephews.

Remembrances may be 
made to Ogeechee Area 
Hospice in lieu of flowers.

Kennedy Funeral 
Homes, Hooks Chapel 
was in charge of arrange-
ments. 

BOWEN

Maurice Leora Williams 
Heard, 94

Maurice Leora 
Williams Heard, age 94, 
passed away at her home 
in Atlanta on June 24, 
2022. A Celebration of 
Life was held Saturday, 
July 9, at 2:30 p.m. 
with a graveside ser-
vice at Swainsboro City 
Cemetery with words of 
comfort by Elder Delmus 
Mosley.

Mrs. Heard was born 
June 2, 1928, to the late 
Professor Nathan F. 
Williams and Arsula 
Williams. She gradu-
ated from Swainsboro 
Industrial High School, 
then attended Tuskegee 
Institute where she 
earned a B.S. in 
Elementary Education 
in 1947. After graduat-
ing, Mrs. Heard taught 
for the Georgia public 
school system for two 
years and was inspired 

to further her education. 
She returned to Tuskegee 
Institute in 1949, and 
earned a Master’s in 
Education in 1952. Mrs. 
Heard then attended the 
University of Michigan 
to earn a PhD, and was 
employed as a Guidance 
Counselor for Atlanta 
BOE. She retired in 1994 
after being an educator 
for more than 40 years. 
Mrs. Heard is preced-
ed in death by her par-
ents; husband, Charles 
Heard; brothers, Pleasant 
Williams and Newell F. 
Williams.

Mrs. Heard is survived 
by her sister, Ella Norma 
Williams of Riverdale; 
and a host of nieces, 
nephews, other relatives, 
and friends.

Mosley’s Funeral 
Home was in charge of 
arrangements.

Frances Drake Keene, 73
Mrs. Frances Drake 

Keene, age 73, beloved 
wife of the late Kenneth 
Keene of Norristown, 
passed away Saturday, 
July 23, 2022, at 
Community Hospice in 
Vidalia. Funeral services 
will be conducted at 11:30 
a.m. Wednesday, July 27, 
in the Williams Chapel of 
Sammons Funeral Home 
with Pastor Jack Stafford 
and Sister Patty Stafford, 
of the Norristown Revival 
Center, officiating. Mrs. 
Keene will be laid to rest 
beside her husband in 
Keas Methodist Church 
Cemetery in Adrian.

Born in Adrian, Frances 
was the youngest of six 
children born to the late 
Thomas Frances Drake 
and Madie Lee Harrell 
Drake. She was a lifelong 
resident of the Adrian/
Norristown communi-
ties. In the 1960s, Frances 
worked at Swainsboro 
Sportswear, and during 
the 1970s, she ran the 
snack bar at Sumner’s 
Beach. Primarily, she was a 
Homemaker and Mama to 
not only her children, but 
also her grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren and 
many of the Norristown 
youngsters. Frances was 
happiest when doing 
something for her family, 
on the phone or watch-
ing her soap operas. She 
attended the Norristown 
Revival Center and the 
Blackville Church of 
God. In addition to her 
parents and husband, 

Mrs. Keene is preceded 
in death by a daughter, 
Penny Sue Lawrence; son, 
Danny Ray Durden; and 
two brothers, Bobby and 
Jimmy Drake.

Mrs. Keene leaves 
behind her son, Ricky 
Durden of East Dublin; 
two brothers, Johnny 
Drake, MD, and Tommy 
Drake, both of Adrian; 
sister, Virginia Drake of 
Warrenville, SC; grand-
children, Bonnie Sue 
King (Kevin) of Oak 
Park, Christopher Lee 
Lawrence (Victoria) of 
Tarrytown, and Kayla 
Leann McLendon 
(Charles) of Evans; nine 
g re a t - g r a n d c h i l d re n , 
Kaylie Alaina King, 
Hunter Steven McLendon, 
Collin Lee King, Kimmee 
Laine Lawrence, Penni 
Emerie Sue Lawrence, 
Ava Grace McLendon, 
Chloe Ann McLendon, 
Ella Jade McLendon, and 
Billee Christopher Evan 
Lawrence; and several 
nieces and nephews.

Sammons Funeral 
Home is in charge of 
arrangements.

KEENE

James R. Young, 87
James R. Young, age 87, 

passed away Sunday, July 
10, 2022. A Homecoming 
Celebration was held Sat-
urday, July 23, at 11 a.m. at 
the Swainsboro City Cem-
etery with Bishop Bertha 
Jones officiating.

James was born January 
31, 1935, to the late Ellis 
and Nannie Young in Por-
tal. He attended Swains-
boro High and Industrial 
School on Gumlog Road. 
In 1956, James married the 
love of his life, Lue Edna 
Wadley. After 9 years in 
this union, three children 
were born; Vincent Tim-
othy, Karen Victoria, and 
James David Young. In 
October 1961, James joined 
The International Associa-
tion of Bridge Structural 
Ornamental & Reinforc-
ing Ironworkers Local 
Union 272, where upon 
retirement he became 
a life time member. He 
was a great provider for 
his family. Mr. Young is 

preceded in death by his 
parents; and two children, 
Vincent and Karen.  

Mr. Young leaves to 
mourn his passing with 
his lovely wife of 66 years, 
Lue Edna Young; son, 
James David Young of 
Miami, FL; two step-sons, 
Jerry Wadley and Fred-
die Wadley (Maybell), 
all of Swainsboro; and 
a host of grandchildren, 
g re a t - g r a n d c h i l d re n , 
cousins and friends.

Mosley’s Funeral Home 
was in charge of arrange-
ments.

YOUNG

Nicholas Javontay Brown 
Hall, 32

Nicholas Javontay 
Brown Hall, age 32, 
entered into rest on 
Saturday, July 9, 2022. A 
Homecoming Celebration 
was held Saturday, July 23, 
at 3 p.m. at the Swainsboro 
City Auditorium with 
Apostle Cheristerlyn 
Brooks officiating and 
Minister Mildred Phillips 
presiding. Interment fol-
lowed in Swainsboro City 
Cemetery.

Nicholas was born 
February 2, 1990, to 
Darline Brantley and James 
Brown. At a young age, 
he joined St. Philip Baptist 
Church. Nicholas graduat-
ed from Swainsboro High 
School, and was employed 
with Boom Boom Tires 
in Millen. James will be 
remembered as a kind per-
son with a giving heart 
and a smile that would 
light up any room.

Mr. Hall leaves to cher-
ish his memories with his 
parents Darline (Vince) 
Brantley and James Brown, 
all of Swainsboro; adopt-
ed parents, Larry and 
Mary Hall of Swainsboro; 

brothers, Peter Kelly of 
Swainsboro and James 
Brown of Daytona Beach, 
FL; adopted brothers and 
sister, Fredrick Seabrough, 
Victor Hall, Audrerues 
Hall, all of Swainsboro, and 
Shakeyra Hall of Atlanta; 
step-brother, Vincent 
Carter of Statesboro; two 
step-sisters, Shimica Carter 
and Michelle Carter, both 
of Lawrenceville; and a 
host of aunts, uncles, niec-
es, nephews, cousins, and 
friends.

Mosley’s Funeral Home 
was in charge of arrange-
ments.

HALL

Dwight Turner, Jr., 68
Dwight “BoBo” Turner, 

Jr, age 68, passed into eter-
nal rest on Monday, July 
18, 2022. A Homecoming 
Celebration was held 
Sunday, July 24, at 1 
p.m. at Swainsboro City 
Cemetery with Minister 
Malachi Lockett officiat-
ing.

“BoBo” was born 
August 12, 1953, in 
Treutlen County, to the 
late Dwight and Dorothy 
Philyaw Turner. He was 
employed with Battle 
Lumber for many years. 
BoBo accepted Christ at 
an early age and attended 
the Outlaw Grove Baptist 
Church near Soperton. 
He loved his family and 
enjoyed spending time 
with them and his friends.

Mr. Turner leave to 
cherish his memories 
with his three children, 
Dwight Williams, Diana 
Turner, both of Miami, 
FL, and Shonda Turner 
of Swainsboro; step-sons, 

Carlton Bivins of Wadley 
and Johnny Bivins of 
Swainsboro; brothers, 
Earl (Christine) Turner 
of Swainsboro, Colen 
(Louise) Turner and 
Wendell Turner, both of 
Wadley; sister, Margaret 
(Lee Arthur) Williams of 
Swainsboro; and a host 
of other relatives and 
friends.

Mosley’s Funeral Home 
was in charge of arrange-
ments.

TURNER, JR.
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Missi J. White, 66
Mrs. Missi J. White, age 

66, of Swainsboro passed 
away Friday, July 22, 2022, 
following injuries sus-
tained from an automobile 
accident. Funeral services 
were held at 11 a.m. on 
Tuesday, July 26, at Jesus 
Saves Church with Rever-
end Brad McKenzie offici-
ating. Interment followed 
in Old Canoochee Primi-
tive Baptist Church Cem-
etery. The family received 
friends from 5 to 8 p.m. 
Monday, July 25, at Chap-
man Funeral Home.

Pallbearers were Chris 
Poole, Cliff McGahee, 
Shane Estes, Cody Staple-
ton, Kyle Beach, and Hunt-
er Goff.

Missi was born Decem-
ber 12, 1955, in Bulloch 
County, to Fred O. Joiner 
and Annie Durden. She 
loved spending time with 
her grandchildren, and 
loved Georgia Tech, read-
ing, and traveling. Mrs. 
White is preceded in death 
by her parents; grand-
daughter, Savannah Reese 
McGahee; grandmother, 
Mary Kathleen “Ma” 
Durden; brother, Bick Bax-
ter; and fur baby, Jerry Lee.

Mrs. White is survived 
by her husband, Tommy 

Gene “Bull” White of 
Swainsboro; daughters, 
Mary Alice Poole (Chris), 
Carli McGahee (Cliff), 
Anna Patton, Pate Staple-
ton (Cody), Erin Beach 
(Kyle), and Amy Estes 
(Shane); grandchildren, 
Tyler (Reagan), Emmi, 
James, Carson Jo, Allyson, 
Sara, Nate, Tessa, Rayleigh, 
Abigail, Liam, Natalia, 
Joseph, Jonah, Berkley, 
Grace, Shannon-Kate, 
Nevaeh, and Maggie Jo; 
fur baby, Walter; and sev-
eral nieces, nephews, spe-
cial friends, and church 
family.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rials may be made to Jesus 
Saves Church, P. O. Box 
885, Swainsboro, Georgia 
30401.

Chapman Funeral Home 
of Swainsboro was in 
charge of arrangements.

WHITE

Barbara Ann Redding Meeks, 
81

Mrs. Barbara Ann 
Redding Meeks, 81, of 
Swainsboro passed away 
Wednesday, July 20, 2022, 
at Emanuel County Nurs-
ing Home following an 
extended illness. Funer-
al services were held at 2 
p.m. on Saturday, July 23, 
at Twin City First Unit-
ed Methodist Church with 
Reverend Randall Smith 
officiating. Interment fol-
lowed in Coleman Ceme-
tery. The family received 
friends from 1 to 2 p.m. 
Saturday, July 23, at Twin 
City First United Method-
ist Church.

Pallbearers were Shan-
non Bush, Brannon Bush, 
Gray Mendieta, Wess 
Mason, Shaun Bush, Josh 
Bush, Shann Bush, and 
Lake Bush.

Mrs. Meeks was born 
July 29, 1940, in Twin City, 
to William Otis “W. O.” 
Redding and Edna Mae 
Reynolds Redding. She 
attended Emanuel County 
Institute and grew up in 
the Twin City United Meth-
odist Church. Barbara was 
an avid reader and made 
the best sweet pickles, but 
her greatest love was her 
family and friends. She 
considered her colleagues 
at Delores & Woody’s 
and Walmart as family. 
Barbara’s most beloved 
hobby was following her 
grandchildren, nieces, and 
nephews around for sing-
ing performances, dance 
recitals, gymnastics com-
petitions, and ball games. 

Mrs. Meeks is preceded in 
death by her parents; hus-
band, Steve Meeks, Jr.; and 
a special son-in-law, Mike 
Bush; brother, William 
Otis “Bill” Redding, Jr.; sis-
ters, Lila Jeanette Redding 
Seckinger (Lannie) and 
Willa Ree Redding Tom-
linson; and her best friend, 
Ellen Edge Pitts.

Mrs. Meeks is survived 
by her son, Kenneth Paul 
“Kenny” Meeks (Kellie) 
of Swainsboro; daughters, 
Sharon Wren Bush and 
Stefanie Meeks Mason 
(Tim), all of Swainsboro; 
sister, Katie Redding Raley 
of Dothan, AL; grand-
children, Shannon Bush 
(Renee), Brannon Bush 
(Amanda), Whitney Bush, 
Gray Mendieta (Kelli), 
Wess Mason (Mary), Calis-
sa Mason, Emma Mason, 
and Kenlie Meeks; eight 
great-grandchildren; her 
sweet puppy, Bella; and 
several nieces, nephews, 
and many friends. 

Chapman Funeral Home 
of Swainsboro was in 
charge of arrangements.

MEEKS

Mary Rebecca Tuttle Justice, 
74

Mrs. Mary Rebecca Tuttle 
Justice, 74, of Swainsboro, 
passed away Wednesday, 
July 20, 2022, at Emanuel 
Medical Center follow-
ing an extended illness. 
Funeral services were 
held at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, 
July 26, in the chapel of 
Chapman Funeral Home 
with Reverend Morris 
Brantley and Reverend Joe 
Bedgood officiating. The 
family received friends 
from 5 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
July 26, at Chapman 
Funeral Home.

Mrs. Justice was born 
November 27, 1947, in 
Savannah, to Edward 
Rollie Riner and Loree 
Edenfield Riner. She 
enjoyed dancing, cross-
word puzzles, and play-
ing cards. Rebecca was 
a person that truly had 
nine lives. If you knew her, 
you knew that she always 
had something medically 
going on; however, that 
did not stop her from 
being her best self. She 
took the most joy in caring 
for her children and even 
more so, her grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. 
There wasn’t anything she 
would not do to make sure 
they were all taken care of, 
even in the hardest, most 
struggling days leading 
to her last breath. Rebecca 
was more than just your 
average Granny, Mother, 
Daughter, and “Nee-
Naw” - she was a pro-
vider, a way maker. She 
made a way of nothing. 
Rebecca didn’t have all the 
money or fancy things in 
life, but she had her family 
and to her, that was much 
better than anything this 
world has to offer. Now 
with that said, of course, 
she enjoyed extra things 
like playing “joker-poker” 
machines or playing cards 
and drinking her “blues”. 
She loved dancing, even 
when she did not have 
the energy. Rebecca loved 
to go on vacations and 
get out of the house. She 
loved spam callers (kid-
ding), but it was always 
funny to hear her tell them 
about themselves. Rebecca 
was a spit-fire woman. She 

was not afraid to tell you 
what she thought, and she 
had no filter. Considering 
everything she had wrong, 
she sure did not let it 
show. Rebecca did not 
want anybody to help her 
or treat her any different 
than the average healthy 
person. She was deter-
mined to outdo everyone 
around her, and she did. 
Rebecca faced death mul-
tiple times and bounced 
back better than ever each 
time. She lived a great life 
and fought hard. Rebecca 
fought a tough battle and 
now, she can rest in peace 
and will no longer have 
to suffer. She is loved by 
many and will always 
have a huge part of lots 
of hearts. So, I speak for 
everyone that loved her 
and for everyone that she 
helped when I say that this 
is not goodbye, this is just 
see you later. Mrs. Justice 
is preceded in death by 
her parents; husband, 
Mark Justice; and daugh-
ter, Kellie Tuttle.

Mrs. Justice is survived 
by her sons, Brian Tuttle of 
Honduras, Michael Tuttle 
and Paul Tuttle (Joni), both 
of Swainsboro; grandchil-
dren, Chris Tuttle, Laura 
Woodcock (Ridge), Kaleb 
Tuttle, Sean Tuttle, Chelsea 
Wiggins (Zane), J. P. Tuttle, 
Tyler Tuttle, Miranda 
Tuttle, Rayney Tuttle, and 
Caile Finley; great-grand-
daughters, Haylee Prince, 
Autumn Tuttle, Arabella 
Woodcock, and Julia 
Woodcock; and several 
other family members and 
friends.

Chapman Funeral 
Home of Swainsboro was 
in charge of arrangements.

JUSTICE

Canoochee Baptist 
Church Homecoming 

and Revival
Canoochee Baptist Church will celebrate its 126th 

anniversary on Sunday, August 7. Worship service will 
begin at 10:30 a.m. featuring special music by Heartfelt 
from Toombs County, followed by the morning message 
by Pastor Mark Wiggins. A covered dish meal will be 
served in the social hall following the worship services. 
All are encouraged to attend and bring someone to enjoy 
the day of worship and fellowship.

Revival services will be held Sunday at 6 p.m. and 
Monday - Wednesday at 7 p.m. with Reverend Danny 
Zorn preaching. Special music will be provided each 
night. Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend.

Canoochee Baptist Church is located on the Canoochee 
Garfield Road in the heart of Canoochee.

Jesus Saves Church announces 
Grand Opening, Revival plans

Jesus Saves Church 
will hold its grand 
opening dedication 
event at its new loca-
tion in Swainsboro, 138 
Highway 56 North, 
this Saturday, July 30. 
The event will begin 
with fun, games and 
fellowship from 3 until 
5 p.m. and will feature 
a bouncy house, corn 
hole, free hot dogs and 
burgers as well as a 
competitive round of 
dodge ball at 3:30 p.m. 
followed by whiffle 
ball at 4 p.m. 

The church dedi-
cation will begin at 5 

p.m. and will include 
an introduction, 
church history and 
acknowledgements, 
a slide show presen-

tation, scripture read-
ing, prayer dedication 
and ribbon cutting. 
A gospel sing fea-
turing Jordans River 
will follow at 6 p.m. 
A love overing will be 
received and presented 
to the gospel group. 

The following day, 
Sunday, July 31, the 
church will kick off a 
4-night revival that will 
challenge and encour-
age those attending. 
Revival will conclude 
on Wednesday, August 
3. Service times will 
begin at 7 p.m. each 
night.

EVANGELIST REED

Church welcomes special guests – Jordans River, Evangelist Reed
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Welcome Berkley Grace
BERKLEY GRACE WILKERSON

Hunter Wilkerson and Cierra Sherrod of Wrightsville are pleased to announce the 
birth of their daughter, Berkley Grace Wilkerson. She made her appearance at Fairview 
Park Hospital in Dublin on June 16, 2022, at 2:50 a.m. weighing 6lbs 7.0 oz and 19 1/2 
inches long. Maternal grandparents are Donnie & Crystal Gregory of Swainsboro 
and Chris Sherrod & Michelle Headrick of Summertown. Paternal grandparents are 
Kimberley Lewis & Craig Collins of Swainsboro and Alan and Tiffany Wilkerson 
of Wrightsville. Maternal great-grandparents are Mr. & Mrs. Tifton and Terri Lamb 
of Swainsboro, Mr. Jimmy Sherrod of Summertown, and the late Nancy Sherrod of 
Swainsboro. Paternal great-grandparents are Ms. Judy Lewis & the late Ricky Lewis of 
Swainsboro and Ms. Brenda Wilkerson and the late Roger Wilkerson of Wrightsville.

Welcome twin sisters 
Laitlyn and Lauren Ray

Jordan and Harley 
Radford of Summertown 
are pleased to announce 
the birth of their twin 
daughters, Laitlyn and 
Lauren Ray Radford. 
The twins made their 
entrance on July 21, 
2022. 

Laitlyn was born at 
8:11p.m. weighing 5lbs 
4oz and Lauren was 
born at 8:51p.m. weigh-
ing 5lbs 8oz. The sis-
ters were welcomed 
home by their older 
brother, Ethan Radford, 
as well as their mater-

nal grandparents, Jeff 
and Angie Wren of 
Swainsboro and their 
paternal grandparents, 
Tracy, and Jane Radford 
of Summertown. 
Congratulations, Jordan, 
and Harley on your 
newest additions! 

LAITLYN AND LAUREN RAY RADFORD
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  You can’t rely on bringing people downtown, 
you have to put them there

by BRITTANY HALL
Swainsboro is a 

main street city, due to 
its heart being at the 
crossroads of the great 
south. Though small, 
our downtown offers 
a progressive array 
of restaurants, shops, 
and distinctive charm, 
where people live, 
learn, work and play. 
We all have a sweet 
memory on our home-
town’s square, but rare-
ly have we ever stopped 
to think about the 
incredible, hardwork-
ing people who have 
devoted their time and 
energy to beautify and 
progress Swainsboro’s 
vibrant core. These 
magnificent people 
are the Downtown 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Authority, and they 
work diligently to 
assure the long-term 
stability of Swainsboro 
by promoting economic 
growth and community 
activities to bring peo-
ple downtown and to 
preserve and enhance 
the character of our his-
toric city.

 Among this creative 
collaborative team is the 
Director of Downtown 
Development who is 
the soul of the author-
ity and ensures that 
each main street goal 
falls into place. At the 
Monday July 18, City 
Council meeting, this 
honorable role was 

handed to Swainsboro 
native, Elizabeth 
Gilmer, who’s thrilled 
at the opportunity to 
make a difference. Her 
vision for the future of 
downtown Swainsboro 
is to initiate a livelier 
and more approachable 
cultural center through 
excitement and positive 
energy while keeping 
the small town feel 
combined with a safe, 
family environment.

 “When I received the 
news that I had gotten 
the job, I was very excit-
ed.” Gilmer said as she 
beamed with a smile, 
“I am ready to work 
and make a difference. 
There is opportunity 
and pathway creation 
through integration 
of service, businesses, 
healthcare industries, 
education and individ-
uals that can provide 
a realistic approach to 
making positive action 
for the people in this 
city and county.”  

 Though Gilmer was 
born here, she moved 
when her father went to 
work at the Savannah 
River Site. She spent 
her childhood growing 
up in New Ellenton, 
South Carolina and 
graduated from Aiken 
High School before 
finding her way back to 
Swainsboro after meet-
ing the love of her life, 
Ricky Gilmer. 

“My husband, Ricky, 

was a Swainsboro 
native and a University 
of Georgia graduate.  
We met at my first 
cousin, Nancy and Roy 
Lin Stroud’s wedding 
and were fortunate to 
move from Augusta to 
Swainsboro in 1991. I 
was widowed in 2006 
but during our time 
together he gave me 
two amazing sons, 
Jim Willis and Richard 
Gilmer who blessed 
me with two daughters 
in law, Allison Willis, 
and Jodi Gilmer. The 
icing on the cake are 
my three grandchildren 
10-year-old Alli Mac, 
seven-year-old Hattie 
Willis and eight-month-
old Rafe Gilmer.” She 
stated with joy.

Over the past 30 years, 
Gilmer has served on 
many boards and com-
munity advisory groups 
which have contributed 
to her vast administra-
tive knowledge and 
her most recent title. 
Some of these include 
the Board of Trustees, 
Finance, and Pastor 
Parish Relations at 
First United Methodist 
Church. She has also 
been a member of the 
Advisory Council for 
Swainsboro Technical 
College, has served 
as a member and two 
term President of the 
Swainsboro Pilot Club 
as well as the Emanuel 
County Chamber of 

Commerce, and con-
tinues to serve on the 
fundraising commit-
tee for the Sunshine 
House Child Advocacy 
Center, while also being 
a dedicated member of 
the East Georgia State 
College Foundation, 
board of trustees, the 
Mill Creek Foundation 
Board of Grantors, and 
the South Georgia rural 
Prosperity Council. 
That’s not all though. 
Even while allocating 
to many groups at once, 
she also designates even 
more of her benevolent 
heart to volunteering at 
the Summertown Food 
Pantry.

 These boards have 
differed throughout the 
years but lit the path for 
Gilmer to inaugurate a 
thriving community for 
us to live in and enjoy. 
She has also attained 
many degrees includ-
ing, an associate degree 
from the University of 
South Carolina Aiken, 
a bachelor’s degree in 
Business Management 
and Marketing from 
the University of South 
Carolina and a mas-
ter’s degree in Business 
Administration from 
Georgia Southwestern 
University. All of 
which have given her 
the expertise to lead 
throughout her life and 
work history:

 “After I received my 
BA, I immediately went 

to work in banking. 
Over the next 30 years, I 
worked in all phases of 
consumer and commer-
cial banking complet-
ing my career as Senior 
Vice President and 
Manager of Durden 
Banking Company 
in Swainsboro. I then 
changed careers and 
became Vice President 
for Institutional 
Advancement at East 
Georgia State College 
until I retired in 2020. I 
then went back to work 
part time at the college 
until a restructuring 
this past May.” Gilmer 
explained.

 Now, Gilmer is using 
her wealth of experi-
ence to revitalize our 
community with thrill-
ing possibilities and 
projects that she has 
cleverly developed. 
One of her first major 
points is the forming 
of a five-year strategic 
plan that she says will 
be reviewed semi-an-
nually and involve 
choosing people who 
are willing to serve 
with 5-7 strategic goals, 
objectives, outcomes, 
and assessments. She 
is also organizing an 
Event Management 
plan, an interactive 
web page that will 
allow the community 
to share their thoughts 
and request and imple-
ment ideas for fund-
ing through grants 

and opportunities that 
will allow the public 
to search and apply for 
them with ease.

 “People here do care 
about the community 
and each other. We all 
deserve the opportu-
nities not because we 
are entitled to them 
but because we know 
they are worth it. I love 
Swainsboro for the peo-
ple, the history, and the 
possibilities.” Gilmer 
sweetly said in conclu-
sion.

 Little things make big 
things happen and like 
Journalist Jane Jacobs, 
who wrote the novel 
titled The Death and Life 
of Great American Cities, 
once said, “You can’t 
rely on bringing people 
downtown, you have 
to put them there.” A 
hopeful sentiment that 
Elizabeth Gilmer will 
surely bring to fruition.

NEWEST DIRECTOR 
OF THE DOWNTOWN 

DEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY - 

ELIZABETH GILMER

Kiwanians host cookout for reading program
The Kiwanis Club of Swainsboro met at the Franklin Memorial Library on 

Thursday July 21, to host its annual cookout at 11 a.m. for the end of the Summer 
Reading program. President Dianna Wedincamp grilled the hotdogs and Chair 
Deana Patrick brought chips, cookies, lemonade and condiments for a super meal. 
The Summer Reading program ended with a Hawaiian luau. The Swainsboro Ki-
wanis Club, Farm Bureau and Friends of the Library hosted the hot dog cookout 
and then the library presented a Hawaiian dancer to give everyone lessons.  There 
were 76 in attendance. Bingo games were played for prizes and books were given 
away.

KIWANIANS WAITING TO SERVE LUNCH

KIWANIANS READY TO SERVE KIWANIANS SERVING LUNCH
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Crider Foods announces 
names of 2022 Teacher Pay 

It Forward recipients
Crider Foods proud-

lyannounces this year’s 
recipients of the 2022 
Teacher Pay It Forward 
Campaign. Out of five 
teachers, four from 
Emanuel County were 
selected to received 
$1,500 each in extra 
classroom supplies this 
upcoming school year 
after nominations and 
inspiring stories were 
submitted to Crider 
Foods on their behalf. 
Cheryl Cobb from Met-
ter Elementary School 
was the fifth recipient. 
Recipients for this year’s 
Teacher Pay It Forward 
Campaign for schools in 
Emanuel County are as 
follows:

Devin Coxwell – 
Swainsboro Primary 
School

Debra Austin – 
Swainsboro Elementary 
School

Annette Worthen – 
Twin City Elementary 
School

Donna Campbell – Da-
vid Emanuel Academy

photo credit: Mark 
Williams Studio & Gam-
brell Photography

AUSTIN CAMPBELL

COXWELL WORTHEN

DEE DEE WEBB WITH CERTIFICATE AND YARD OF THE MONTH SIGN

Webb lawn recognized by City 
of Adrian for month of July

The City of Adrian 
proudly announces 
the residence of John-
ny and Dee Dee Webb 
as its July 2022 Yard of 
the Month recipients. 
The City of Adrian ap-
preciates the efforts of 
its residents in helping 
“Build for the Future”.  
Each month, a resident 
of the Adrian neighbor-
hood is eligible for Yard 
of the Month recogni-
tion. Every six months, 

one winner is chosen at 
random to receive a $50 
prize donation made by 
Debbie Alfonso for con-
tributing to the city’s 
overall future goals. 
Mrs. Polly Fountain, 
February 2022 Yard of 
the Month recipient, 
was announced as the 
Yard of the Month raffle 
prize winner.

The Yard of the Month 
Program and the City 
of Adrian recognizes 

and supports neigh-
bors who demonstrate 
exceptional efforts to 
maintain and improve 
their property in a man-
ner that contributes to 
the overall appearance 
of the community at 
large. Debby Alfonso, 
project founder, is as-
sisted by Adrian Mayor 
Wynola Smith and City 
Council Members Su-
zanne Hutchinson and 
Michelle Love.

ALFONSO (RIGHT) PRESENTS RAFFLE PRIZE TO FOUNTAIN (LEFT)

Plans announced for 
annual beauty pageant

Dear Editor: 
On behalf of the 4th of July Celebration Committee for the City of 

Adrian, we would like to express our gratitude on a job well done. 
From the car show, to the vendors, to the participants in the parade 
and the finale of the fireworks, it was a day of celebration for our 
country and our little town. 

A special shout out goes to all of the volunteers. The Hinton House 
went over and beyond to help to make sure that we had all the things 
that we needed. The sponsors donated monetarily for the festival and 
donations were given for the fireworks show.  We must say that the 
fireworks show was the best that we have ever had. They continue to 
get better every year.  Our goal is to continue to provide activities for 
our citizens. We encourage citizen involvement and are trying to pro-
vide positive changes to our “little, close-knit” town.  We will keep the 
citizens informed of future activities. 

Thank you, 
Michelle Love and Suzanne Hutchinson 

Letter to the Editor

The Miss Emanuel County, Miss Southeast Georgia, Miss Crossroads of the 
South and Outstanding Teen Competition will be held Saturday, August 20, 
at 6:30 p.m. at the Swainsboro City Auditorium, located at 532 West Church 
Street. The deadline to enter is Monday, August 15, by 1 p.m. Additional 
details and registration forms can be obtained by visiting https://tinyurl.com/
EmanuelSoutheast.

For more information, email missemanuelsoutheast@gmail.com. 

Don’t 
forget: 

Ever Wild 
Boutique 
Ribbon 
Cutting 

tomorrow! 
Ever Wild Boutique in 

Downtown Swainsboro 
will host a celebration 
weekend beginning July 
28 through July 30. The 
three-day event will 
include a ribbon cut-
ting at 4 p.m. Thursday, 
July 28, that will include 
refreshments, give-
aways, spend more save 
more deals and more.
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ASSEMBLY OF GOD
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
529 S. Main St., 478-237-7535

BAPTIST
ADRIAN BAPTIST

210 N. Nora St., Adrian
David Oliver, Min., 478-668-3589

ANTIOCH PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
827 Antioch Church Rd., Twin City

Elder Jim Bowen, 912-763-3726

BETHEL PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
231 Harmon Rd., 478-237-5387

BITHYNIA PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
2270 Hwy. 1 North

BLUNDALE BAPTIST
2675 Hwy. 1 North, 478-494-8538

Shannon Boula, Min.

CANOOCHEE BAPTIST
Twin City, 912-687-3449

Mark Wiggins, Min.

COMMUNITY BAPTIST
342 Market St., 478-237-6585

Lenard Richards, Min.

DELLWOOD BAPTIST
Hwy. 1 North

Joe Bedgood, Min.

EL BETHEL BAPTIST
1726 Fannie Brewer Rd., Twin City
Larry Jennings, Min., 478-763-2001

EMANUEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST
Adrian

FIRST BAPTIST
240 West Main St., 478-237-7564

Casey Shaw, Min.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF TWIN CITY
Twin City, 478-237-2654

Bill Perry, Min.

FRIENDSHIP FREE WILL BAPTIST
Twin City, 912-585-4805

Will Jackson, Min.

GARFIELD BAPTIST
Hwy. 23, North, Garfield

Bob Conley, Min.

GETHSAMANE MISSIONARY BAPTIST
195 Nunez Lexsy Rd., 912-562-3825

Mario D. Webb, Min.

GREATER ST. JAMES MISSIONARY BAPTIST
423 Hopkins St., 478-237-5873

Melvin Adams, Jr., Min.

HARVESTER BAPTIST MISSION
939 W. Main St., 478-237-6461

HAWHAMMOCK BAPTIST
27 Hawhammock Church Rd., 478-237-3429

Cail Pressey, Min.

HEBRON BAPTIST
Old McLeod Bridge Rd., 478-237-6107

Ervin Stapleton, Min.

HILLCREST BAPTIST
990 Hwy. 1 North, 478-237-6477

Jonathan Shepard, Min.

HINES BAPTIST
Old Savanah Rd., Midville

Billy Brinson, Min., 478-625-8678

KITE FIRST BAPTIST
Hwy. 57, Kite, 478-469-5241

Burton Dixon, Min.

LESTER GROVE MISSIONARY BAPTIST
213 Carver St., 478-237-7828

Charles Holloway, Min.

MIDVILLE FIRST BAPTIST
145 Kilpatrick St. Midville

478-589-7260

MORNINGSIDE BAPTIST
Rt. 1, Soperton

James R. Bullard, Min.

MOUNT GILEAD MBC OF CANOOCHEE
192 Little Canoochee Creek Rd., Twin City

Jerry Armstrong, Min., 478-237-2951

MOUNT OLIVET BAPTIST
1593 Mt. Olivet Church Rd., Garfield
J. Randy Graham, Min., 478-763-2411

MOUNT SHADY BAPTIST
Hwy 57 E., Mount Shady Rd., 912-682-1787

Rusty Moore, Min.

MOUNT ZION PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
106 Mt. Zion Church Rd.,
Elder Steve McNure, Min.

NEW HOPE PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
Lexsy

NORRISTOWN BAPTIST
731 Hwy. 221 South, Norristown

Dr. Hal Wilson, Min.

NUNEZ BAPTIST
Hwy. 297, Nunez

Jim Harrell, Min., 912-562-3249

OAK CHAPEL BAPTIST CHURCH
Oak Chapel Rd., Kite

Bro. Tommy Henry, pastor
 478-494-1488

OAK GROVE MISSIONARY BAPTIST
629 Oak Grove Church Rd.,

Alfred Cason, Min.

OHOOPEE GROVE BAPTIST
Hwy. 297, Nunez

Allan Moss, Sr., Min., 912-562-3943

OLNEY PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
202 Thomson St., Oak Park

W.H. Durrence, Min.

PENDLETON SPRINGS MISSIONARY BAPTIST
649 Pendleton Springs Rd., Vidalia

J. Walter Jarrell, Sr., Min., 912-578-5606

PINEY GROVE MISSIONARY BAPTIST
Cross-Green, 478-589-7658

Michael Thomas, Min.

ROUNTREE CHAPEL
722 North Railroad Ave., Twin City
W.E. Johnson, Min., 478-763-3284

ROUNTREE ISLAND MISSIONARY BAPTIST
2859 Hwy. 56 N., Summertown

Richard Lawrence, Jr., Min., 478-589-7953

SAINT GALILEE MISSIONARY BAPTIST
Saint Galilee Church Rd., Summertown

Michael Thomas, Min.

SAINT PHILIP BAPTIST
231 South Racetrack St., 478-237-9562

James E. Love, Min.

SARDIS PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
1473 Wes Lawson Rd., Kite

Elder Sam Adkins, Min., 478-469-3084

SCARBORO BAPTIST
Scarboro Church Rd., Twin City

478-763-2202

SMITH GROVE BAPTIST
50 Mixon Rd., 478-237-9920
Wilbert J. Kennedy Sr., Min.

SOUTHSIDE INDEPENDENT BAPTIST
336 Lambs Bridge Rd., 478-237-6057

Chad Kennison, Min.

SPRING HILL INDEPENDENT BAPTIST
901 Lambs Bridge Rd., 478-237-5269

Bert Flanders, Min.

SPRINGFIELD MISSIONARY BAPTIST
Hwy. 86, Oak Park

Willie Jackson, Jr. Min.

STILLMORE MISSIONARY BAPTIST
203 E. 3rd Ave., Stillmore

George E. Archer, Jr. Min., 912-562-3344

SUMMERTOWN BAPTIST
Church St., Summertown

TRINITY MISSIONARY BAPTIST
311 McLendon St., 478-237-2038

Dr. Charles Wiggins, Jr., Min.

UNION CHAPEL BAPTIST
Garfield, 478-763-3755

UNITED PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
242 W. Main St., 229-424-6486

WILLOW SPRINGS MISSIONARY BAPTIST
1950 Hwy. 80 East., 478-237-5004

CATHOLIC
HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC

928 West Main St., 478-237-6783
Fr. Christopher Orlega

CHRISTIAN
EMANUEL CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES

1338 Lambs Bridge Rd., 478-763-3014
Thomas Simmons, Min.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
SWAINSBORO CHURCH OF CHRIST

653 Turner Dr., 941-960-4747
Darnell Brown, Min.

CHURCH OF GOD
BEACON OF HOPE CHURCH OF GOD

560 East Pine St., 478-237-8509
John Hancock, III, Min.

BLACKVILLE CHURCH OF GOD
12106 Hwy. 15 S., Adrian, 912-529-4959

Kip Boswell, Min.

EASTWOOD CHURCH OF GOD
512 Thigpen Dr., 478-237-5522

Andrew Flowers, Min.

OAK PARK CHURCH OF GOD
180 GA Hwy. 86 E., Lyons

912-578-5901

OAK PARK CHURCH OF GOD
180 GA Hwy. 86 E., Lyons

912-578-5901
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EPISCOPAL
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE 

GOOD SHEPHERD
621 West Main St.,478-237-7122

Curtis Johnson, Min.

GOSPEL
DIVINE FULL GOSPEL TEACHING MINISTRY

10 Maple Rd., Twin City
Mable Clark, Min., 478-289-8260

HOLINESS
COLEMAN TEMPLE HOLINESS

62 Overstreet Rd.
Robert Coleman, Sr., Min.

MARANATHA PENTECOSTAL HOLINESS
E. Main St., 912-237-3516

PERFECTED LOVE HOLINESS
1127 Hwy. 80 E., 478-237-4598

Dean Martin, II, Min.

WILLIAMS CHAPEL HOLINESS
415 Felix St., 478-289-6060

Apostle Clyde Fowler, Sr., Min.

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
KINGDOM HALL OF 

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
1064 Old Wadley Rd., 478-237-4525

METHODIST
ADRIAN UNITED METHODIST
207 Poplar St., Adrian, 478-668-3559

Mark Hardin, Min.

CALVARY UNITED METHODIST
421 South Main St., 478-237-2191

Tom Tidwell, Min.

COLEMAN CHAPEL AME
14 Kemp Rd., 

Samuel A. Cooper, Jr., Min.

EBENEZER UNITED METHODIST
Kemp Rd. & Ebenezer Church Rd.

Clarence A. Thompson Sr., Min.

FIRST UNITED METHODIST
319 West Main St., 478-237-7535

David Unkles, Min.

FRANKLIN GROVE UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH

Swainsboro 

GARFIELD UNITED METHODIST
105 Monroe St., Garfield

Bryan Price, Min., 912-425-1066

KEA’S UNITED METHODIST
Adrian, 478-668-3559
Mark Hardin, Min.

LAMB’S CHAPEL UNITED METHODIST
61 Lamb’s Chapel Road,Midville

Chad Watkins, Min.

MIDVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Midville • 589-7251 • 589-7837

Pastor Randy Carnley 

NEW BEULAH UNITED METHODIST
New Beulah Rd. near Twin City

MIDVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Midville • 589-7251 • 589-7837

Pastor Randy Carnley

POPLAR SPRINGS UNITED METHODIST
Adrian, 478-668-3559
Mark Hardin, Min.

TWIN CITY UNITED METHODIST
212 S. College St., Twin City

Mark Miller, Min., 478-763-2527

UNION GROVE UNITED METHODIST
1168 Herndon Rd., Midville

Randy Carnley, Min., 478-589-7251

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY 

SAINTS
463 West Meadowlake Pkwy., 478-237-2645

PENTECOSTAL
ADA GROVE PENTECOSTAL

1234 McGarrh Mill Pond Rd., 478-589-7122
Bishop T.V. Outen

PENTECOSTAL LIGHTHOUSE
Hwy. 1 North, 478-237-0923

Ronnie Young, Min.

OTHER
BROWN’S CHAPEL CENTER OF DELIVERANCE

515 N. Green St., 478-289-0075
Frankie O’Neal, Min.

CHURCH OF JESUS APOSTOLIC FAITH
511 Miller Dr., 478-237-5566

Elder Willie Freeman

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
304 W. Main St., Adrian

478-668-3624

CONSUMING FIRE MINISTRIES
710 Sycamore St., 478-299-4826

CORINTH 
1989 Meeks Rd., Kite

Wes Webb, Min., 478-688-3372

DUNAMOUS ALLIANCE MISSION OUTREACH
(Angel Food Ministry)

Missionary Leon Griffin 
237-7775

EMMANUEL WORSHIP CENTER
915 Old Nunez Rd., 478-237-0019

Kenneth Edge, Min.

FAITH MIRACLE REVIVAL FELLOWSHIP
426 William Rountree Rd., 478-237-5968

FAITH OUTREACH DELIVERANCE
216 S. Green St., 478-237-7545

Lorene Peebles, Min.

GATEWAY WORSHIP CENTER
223 Shepard Rd., 478-455-2033

Jan Brantley, Min.

GOD’S HOLY TABERNACLE FOR ALL
398 Parrish Pond Rd., Twin City • 478-763-4475

GOD’S TABERNACLE
506 Railroad St., Twin City

Richard Herndon, Min., 478-763-3160

HOME OF THE APOSTLE OUTREACH MINISTRY
106 North Green St., 478-237-9873

Gary Hackett, Min.

JESUS SAVES
410 West Main St., 478-455-4367

Brad McKenzie, Min.

LIVING WAY MINISTRIES
213 Oak Grove Church Rd., 478-299-2819

Elizabeth Cleo Howard, Min.

LOVE IN ACTION WORSHIP CENTER
661 S. Main St., 478-237-5263

MT. ZION 
1719 Mt. Olivet Church Rd., Garfield

Johnny Branch, Min.

NEW BEGINNINGS IN CHRIST
116 Augusta Rd., Twin City

478-763-2649

NEW BEGINNINGS WORSHIP CENTER
915 W. Main St., 478-279-2111

Tim Price, Min.

NEW BETHEL BELIEVERS IN CHRIST
328 Jerome St., 478-237-4082

NEW HOPE WORLD OUTREACH
211 Lee St., 478-237-0003
Jeanette H. Hardin, Min.

OPEN ARMS OUTREACH MINISTRY & PRAISE
503 5th Ave., Twin City

George E. Coleman, Min., 478-763-3189

OPEN DOOR FELLOWSHIP
224 B West Morning St., 478-268-2308

Pastor Dolly

PAGES OF LIFE CHRISTIAN
 WORSHIP CENTER

109 Jackson St., 478-419-5021
Marcella R. Hannah, Sr., Min.

POWERHOUSE OF DELIVERANCE 
ASSEMBLIES

547 Lewis St., 478-625-7028
Apostle Antonio T. Pringle, Sr., Min.

ROCK WORSHIP CENTER
302 S. 2nd St., Stillmore

912-562-3164
Ronnie J. Collins, Min.

SHEKANAH GLORY WORSHIP CENTER
859 Hwy. 1, 478-237-7686

Alice Stafford, Min.

ST. PAUL NOAH’S ARK AME
33 Humpback St. • Midville

478-237-9302
Minnie Pitts, Min. 

TEMPLE OF GRACE
51 Overstreet Rd., Swainsboro

478-289-7273

THE CROSSROADS
529 South Main St., 912-237-3498

Levi Carpenter, Min.

THE MESSAGE WORSHIP CENTER
609 New Street, Twin City

Paul Bowen, Min., 478-763-2720

THE SEED OF LIFE IS JESUS MINISTRIES
120 South Green St.

Jessie Mae Scott, Min.

VICTORY TEMPLE
318 Lucky St., 478-289-9844

WILLIAMS GROVE CHURCH OF THE LIVING 
GOD

302 W. Martin Luther King Jr., Blvd., 478-237-6917

WINGS OF PRAYER MINISTRIES
509 5th Ave., Twin City

James Davis, Min., 478-763-2410
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“All good things must 
come to an end”.  Well, 
maybe.  It all depends on 
your perspective.  If you 
are 7 or 13 or 17 years 
old, you could say this 
week that summer is, 
for all practical purpos-
es, about done.  That’s 
it!  You might have a 
few more days, but that 
“good thing” has almost 
come to an end.  Teachers 
report to work today.  
Students file in next 
Wednesday.  Now, if you 
are a parent or otherwise 
responsible for the care 

of someone 7 or 13 or 17, 
“you might say that “all 
good things” are actu-
ally getting back to get-
ting good again.”  Either 
way, it’s a time for shift 
in the seasons, and it’s 
all good for everybody.  
Well, for almost every-
body.  Students get back 
into their school day rou-
tine, and weary parents 
and grandparents get a 
welcomed break from 
child rearing duties. But 
what about the teachers?   
There are approximately 
300 teachers in our coun-

ty school system.  Many, 
if not most, have chil-
dren.  And of those chil-
dren, many are school 
age.  So there, emerges 
the conundrum.  Bless 
the teachers’ hearts.  It’s 
a bit  confusing.  When 
does the “good thing” 
start, and when does it 
stop?  It’s sort of like 
having your birthday on 
December 23rd.  You just 
get a little shortchanged 
on the presents, and in 
this case, the vacation 
time.  My mother was 
a teacher.  My father 

coached and taught.  I 
married a teacher.  My 
aunt was a teacher.  Both 
of my brothers taught, 
and my daughter-in-law 
is a teacher.  So, just let 
me say, I sympathize 
with teachers.  In our 
county, teachers have the 
responsibility of trying 
to make something out 
of 4,077 young, impres-
sionable, amazing, 
sometimes brilliant and 
occasionally exasperat-
ing minds.  That puts 
teachers among some 
of the MOST import-

ant people in Emanuel 
County.  Each year, an 
average of 84% of our 
high school seniors walk 
across the graduation 
stage as a testament to 
the hard work that these 
professionals put in.  So, 
must all good things 
come to an end?  Nope, 

not at all, not as long 
as the mind searches 
for answers, and teach-
ers teach, and education 
endures.  So regardless 
of your perspective, we 
wish all of our teachers, 
students and administra-
tive and support staff a 
great ‘22-’23 school year !   

It is hard to believe 
it has been 26 years 
this week since the 
Centennial Olympic 
Games were in Atlanta. 
They began on July 19, 
1996, and wound-up 
August 4th. To refer to 
them as Atlanta’s Games 
is not entirely accurate. 
Competitions were held 
throughout the state, from 
Athens to Gainesville to 
Savannah and even one 
in Ocoee, Tennessee. 
Most everyone knows the 
story today about how 
local real estate attorney 
and former UGA football 
star Billy Payne decided 
to obtain the bid for the 
100th anniversary of the 
modern Olympic Games. 
The general consensus 
was the event would be 
staged in Athens, Greece 

which has been home to 
the 1896 Olympic Games. 
Payne, who had never 
been to the Olympics, 
didn’t know when the 
selection was made or 
how, enlisted the help of 
a small group of friends 
to set out on what many – 
including me at the time – 
thought was a wild goose 
chase to win the bid for 
Atlanta. And he did it. 
In my long life, I have met 
and have been associated 
with a number of remark-
able people but Billy 
Payne exceeds them all. 
He is one of the brightest 
and most-driven people 
I have ever known and 
one of the most decent. 
Although I didn’t know 
him at the time – I joined 
the Atlanta Committee 
for the Olympic Games 

after Atlanta won the 
bid as managing direc-
tor of communications 
and government rela-
tions – I became and still 
am fiercely loyal to him. 
The Games themselves 
were extremely success-
ful. More than 10,000 ath-
letes set 32 world records 
and 111 Olympic records. 
We sold more tickets to 
women’s competitions 
alone than Barcelona had 
sold total tickets 4 years 
earlier. More than 209 
million people watched 
the 1996 Centennial 
Olympic Games on tele-
vision which made it the 
most-watched event in 
television history at the 
time and some 5 million 
saw the competitions in 
person, aided by 50,000 
volunteers who gave 

new meaning to the term 
“Southern hospitality.” 
Also, the Centennial 
Olympic Games were 
privately-funded, mean-
ing taxpayers were not 
left holding the bag 
once the Games were 
over as has happened 
in a number of cities 
before and after Atlanta. 
The darkest moment 
was the evening of 
July 27, when a bomb 
went off in Centennial 
Olympic Park. We had 
been assured by the FBI 
that while there was 
always the possibility 
of a random act of ter-
ror, the agency had the 
people and resources 
to quickly identify and 
apprehend the perpetra-
tors. Eric Rudolph who 
set off the bomb eluded 
capture for 5 years until 
he was arrested climb-
ing out of a dumpster 
by a rookie deputy sher-
iff in North Carolina. 
In the meantime, poor 
Richard Jewell was the 
victim of a worldwide 
media feeding-frenzy. 
Ten thousand media rep-
resentatives, all assured 
that he was the culprit 
and all trying to scoop 
each other. Jewell was 

completely exonerated. 
He turned out to be the 
winner. The media and 
the FBI were the losers. 
That brings me to the 
biggest loser of all: The 
City of Atlanta. The city 
blew a golden oppor-
tunity to look like the 
great international city it 
claimed to be. Officials 
authorized an ambush 
marketing program 
aimed at our sponsors 
even though sponsor 
dollars were helping 
ensure the city would be 
spared committing any 
tax dollars for the Games. 
Mayor Bill Campbell’s 
sidewalk vendors pro-
gram did nothing but 
clog city streets and 
crush the dreams of a lot 
of small businesses that 
bought into the scheme. 
The business community 
was afraid to speak up 
lest they incur the wrath 
of a volatile mayor who 
could make a racial issue 
out of a potato chip. The 
local media were better 
suited to cover a high 
school football game 
than something as com-

plex as the Olympics. 
Perhaps the best thing 
to come out of the 1996 
Olympic Games was a 
new career. Mine. I was 
asked by a local paper 
to assess the city’s per-
formance after the event 
was over. I was not kind 
for all of the reasons stat-
ed above. The column 
attracted national atten-
tion. I was asked to write 
another one and then 
another one. As of this 
day, I have penned some 
2,000 columns and am still 
swinging for the fences. 
Twenty-six years have 
passed and the Centennial 
Olympic Games are a 
distant memory. There 
have been 6 Olympiads 
since ours. But looking 
back on those 17 days 
in July 1996, I am proud 
to say I was a part of 
the best Games ever. 
You can reach Dick 
Yarbrough at dick@dick-
yarbrough.com; at P.O. Box 
725373, Atlanta, Georgia 
31139 or on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/dick-
yarb.

Editorials Columns

Charles
Schwabe

The Forest-Blade Gail Williamson, Editor/Publisher
Whitley Clifton, Newsroom Editor
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All Good Things . . . depend on you!

Dick 
Yarbrough

Sharing some Olympic-sized memories of the 1996 
Centennial games

Editorial Cartoons

Peer pressure, we have 
all seen it take place at 
least once in our lives. 
It comes in many differ-
ent forms, and a person 
can be peer pressured 
to do a lot of different 
things. The real ques-
tion is, how do we learn 
how to just say no? Can 
peer pressure be a good 
thing and a bad thing? 

Like I said, peer pres-
sure can affect anyone, 
not just teenagers. From 
my personal experi-
ence, I have seen all 
ages commit stupid acts 
because their “friends” 
made them feel like 
they had to. Would a 
true friend force you to 
do something you did 
not truly want to do? 
No, they would stick 
by you and stand up 

for you always. Never 
be afraid to say no to 
something you do not 
want to do, the out-
comes will improve 
massively. Be yourself, 
and do not worry about 
what people have to 
say. No matter what, we 
are all truly scared on 
the inside. 

It takes extreme 
courage to learn to say 
no. Many people fear 
others  judging them 
or losing the “friends” 
that are peer pressur-
ing them. Sometimes 
saying no may open 
other peoples’ eyes to 
the fact that “maybe I 

don’t have to partake 
in these activities to be 
cool.” Saying no can 
have benefits; stand-
ing your ground shows 
courage. As bad deci-
sions increase, the more 
likely you are to make 
worse decisions. 

As we grow, we can 
learn to say no and 
better ourselves. One 
day you will find true 
friends that you won’t 
have to worry about 
losing if you stand up 
for yourself. 

Allow courage into 
your heart and I prom-
ise you will not regret 
that decision. 

Peer 
Pressure

Lanna
Douglas

© 2022 Emanuel County Newspapers, Inc. The entire contents of this newspaper are copyrighted. Any 
reproduction or dissemination without the express written consent of the publisher is strictly prohibited.



CYAN-AOOO     MAGENTA-OAOO     YELLOW-OOAO     BLACK    012908

The Blade
Swainsboro, GA • July 27, 2022 • www.EmanuelCountyLive.com

ECI Kiddie Cheer 
Camp held

Emanuel County 
Institute (ECI) Cheer 
Squad held its ECI 
Kiddie Cheer Camp 
on Monday, July 25. 
The event, housed 
at Emanuel County 
Institute’s new gym, 
began at 8 a.m. and wel-
comed a large group of 
campers between the 
ages of 4-years-old and 
up to fifth grade stu-
dents.

“We haven’t held our 
annual cheer camp for 
the past two summers 
because of Covid so 
we were kind of antic-
ipating low numbers 
with this year’s camp 

registrations, around 
35, at least,” ECI Head 
Cheer Coach Tabatha 
Downer explained. The 
cheer group’s expec-
tations were exceeded 
by a little more than 20 
additional registered 
campers attending this 
year’s event and had 
an overall turnout of 
57 mini cheerleaders in 
attendance, all hyped 
up with Bulldog Pride. 

Participants enjoyed a 
day full of cheerlead-
ing fun as they were 
instructed on cheers, 
dance, stunts, jumps 
and tumbling by ECI 
cheerleaders. Camp 

attendees enjoyed a 
pizza lunch served with 
chips and drinks and 
were presented with 
take-home souvenirs 
and certificates follow-
ing their 2 p.m. perfor-
mances for family and 
friends at pick-up time. 

“This year’s camp 
was a success, and we 
appreciate the support 
we received. The camp-
ers and ECI cheerlead-
ers did a great job and 
we look forward to this 
year’s camp partici-
pants performing at our 
pregame show set for 
August 26 at home,” 
Downer concluded. 

SCENES FROM 2022 ECI KIDDIE CHEER CAMP

Schwabe meets with Veterans
On Monday, July 18, 

Charles Schwabe met 
with the Veterans at the 
Library to assist us in 
organizing and mak-
ing sure the group has 
covered every aspect 
of its on-going Wreaths 
Across America project.  
He talked about how the 
veterans group could get 
the word out to fami-
ly members of veterans 
who are buried at four 
cemeteries, East Brook, 
Early Settlers, First 
Baptist and Swainsboro 
City Cemeteries, that 
do not have anything 
on their tombstone that 
shows they are a veter-
an.  He mentioned that 
Emanuel County has 
numerous organizations 
that would help place 
the growing number 
of over 600 wreaths on 
each grave in these four 
cemeteries. He also dis-
cussed how to handle 
removing these wreaths 
after a month or two. 
Schwabe has been in 
public service for close to 
20 years and he felt that 
the citizens of Emanuel 
County would be glad 
to assist on this project. 
The veterans group also 
had a chance to hear 
Veteran Josh Lewis give 
a quick presentation 
of his military service. 
Lewis was born and 

raised in Swainsboro, 
having graduated from 
Swainsboro High School 
in 1961. His father was 
sheriff in Emanuel 
County and his grand-
father was the Emanuel 
County clerk. Lewis is a 
veteran of Company A, 

878th Combat Engineer 
Battalion from 1965 - 
1971, having advanced 
to the Rank of Staff 
Sergeant. He formed a 
very successful survey 
company in the early 
1960s in Atlanta and is 
enjoying retirement.

Shelter adoptions 
to continue through 

August
Betty Gambrell 

Animal Shelter proud-
ly announces free 
adoptions at the local 
shelter until the end 
of August. Sponsored 
by the Emanuel 
County Humane 
Society, the opportu-
nity for free adoptions 
began July 13 and will 
end August 31. So, if 
you’re looking to add 
a four-legged com-
panion to the family, 
now is the perfect time 
to take advantage 
of this free adoption 
opportunity that cov-
ers associated costs of 
altering, rabies vacci-

nations and adoption 
fees for your new best 
friend!

Perhaps adopting 
a pup isn’t suitable 
for life right now, but 
you still would like to 
help in other ways? 
The Betty Gambrell 
Animal Shelter wel-
comes volunteers 
interested in lending 
a helping hand in car-
ing for its four-legged 
residents and accepts 
donations! Donations 
can be brought into 
the shelter during reg-
ular business hours 
or purchased from 
the shelter’s Amazon 

Wishlist. All items 
purchased through 
the Amazon Wishlist 
will be delivered by 
mail to the shelter.

The Betty Gambrell 
Animal Shelter is 
located at 343 Market 
Street in Swainsboro. 
Hours of opera-
tion are Monday 
through Friday from 
8 a.m. until 4 p.m. and 
Saturday from 8 a.m. 
until 12 p.m. For addi-
tional information 
regarding adoptions 
and volunteer/dona-
tion opportunities, 
contact the shelter at 
478-237-4040.

SCHWABE

LEWIS
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Durden/Hudson Funeral Directors assist WAA
The Veterans of the 

Library meet each 
Monday morning at 9:30 
a.m. except holidays at 
the Franklin Memorial 
Library for coffee, pas-
tries and fellowship. 
With the leadership of 
Veteran John Tapley, 
the veterans have taken 
on the National proj-
ect, “Wreaths Across 
America” for the first 
time and have select-
ed four cemeteries in 
Emanuel County out of 
the more than 170 cem-
eteries, to place wreaths 
on the graves of veterans. 
So far, the veterans have 
walked these four cem-
eteries and have come 
up with more than 600 
marked veteran’s graves. 
Many families have not 

marked their family vet-
erans that have been bur-
ied in these four cemeter-
ies, so they have asked 
the public to help identi-
fy their veterans. Debbie 
Hudson Dubberly and 
Faith Vedder  with 
D u r d e n / H u d s o n 
Funeral Directors came 
and and informed them 
on how to help these 
families obtain gov-
ernment headstone or 
markers. They present-
ed each member a pack-
et containing Form SF 
180, request pertaining 
to military records and 
an instruction and infor-
mation sheet on how to 
get these records, along 
with  VA Form 40-1330, 
a claim for standard 
government headstones 

or markers.  They also 
included a VA Form 
27-2008, the Application 
for United States Flag 
for Burial Purposes.  
Finally, they explained 
and provided the group 
with the instructions for 
completing an applica-
tion for burial benefits, 
VA Form 21P-530.  The 
project WAA will occur 
on December 17, 2022, 
at 10 a.m.  Remember, if 
your family veteran or 
veterans are buried in 
the East Brook Cemetery, 
Old Settlers Cemetery, 
First Baptist Cemetery 
or the Swainsboro City 
Cemetery and their 
tombstone is not marked 
as a veteran, their names 
are not on the  list.  
Please, if your vet is 

not marked as a veter-
an, contact the library, 
Sherrie Watt, at 478-237-
7791 and give her your 

vet’s name, service, cem-
etery and the location 
in the cemetery.  They 
need this information by 

the first of November in 
order to order a wreath 
for your vet without any 
cost to you.

GARY MASON, HUDSON-DUBBERLY, VEDDER, AND TAPLEY

Corporal Matt Davis 
of the Emanuel County 
Sheriff’s Office recently 
completed the Georgia 
public Safety Training 
Center class on School 
Resource Officer Training. 
This course equips offi-
cers with the baseline 
knowledge, skills, and 
techniques to engage stu-
dents, work with sup-
portive staff, and protect 
school grounds by provid-
ing them with the needed 
information to protect the 
futures of our youth. 

“I want to ensure our 

School Resource Officers 
are equipped with the 
knowledge, skills, and 
techniques to work with 
our students, educators, 

and support staff. This 
course helps to prepare 
them for successful service 
in our schools.” Sheriff 
Jeffery Brewer explained. 

Corporal Matt Davis can 
now apply these usefully 
learned techniques to bet-
ter protect our Emanuel 
County Schools and the 
precious lives within them. 
Congratulations Corporal 
Matt Davis on becoming 
one of our School Resource 
Officers and thank you for 
dedicating your service to 
protecting our students, 
educators & school staff.

Corporal Davis new Resource Officer

DAVIS

Front porch memories
Some of my favorite 

memories happened 
on the front porch. It 
was a family meeting 
place for us through-
out the years. Tons of 
butter beans and peas 
were shelled there, 
and the ghost stories 
that would scare the 
pants off a grown man 
were improvised by, 
and told by my dad. 
No gory details, filled 
with blood and goes, 
were ever left out; He 
was a master storytell-
er. The night air was 
crisp and cool, which 
brought out the fire-
flies with their green 
gold glow, as they lit 
up the dark places in 
our front yard. The soft 

chirping of a few crick-
ets and the low croak-
ing of a lone bullfrog 
set the tone of peace 
and tranquility for the 
long night.  And at 
times we felt like we 
were a million miles 
away from our nearest 
neighbor, but only a 
stone’s throw from the 
nearness of God.  

It had been a long, 
hot, scorching day, and 
there had been prayer 
for rain all week at 
our church. Now dad 
pointed out of the 
west where a cloud 
was making, and the 
promise of a shower 
was evident from occa-
sional sharp streaks 
of lightning moving 

slowly towards us. 
Mama felt a sense of 
relief tonight because 
all the family members 
were already home. 
She made it a point to 
always leave the front 
porch light on until 
each family member 
was safely indoors for 
the night, and they had 
been home for hours. 
Tomorrow would be 
another adventure on 
the front porch. The 
door curtain of the 
night was covering 
the landscape with 
the sound and sights 
that Mother Nature 
and Father Time can 
only provide. Only the 
moon and the stars are 
visible tonight. God 

seems to have turned 
the dimmer light down 
for tonight. Sleep 
peacefully, the sun will 
rise again in the morn-
ing.

JOHNSON
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East Georgia State College 
student-athletes recognized 

on NJCAA All-Academic Team
The National Junior 

College Athletic 
Association (NJCAA) 
recently announced the 
2021-2022 All-Academic 
Teams recognizing stu-
dent-athletes across 
the country for their 
dedication in the class-
room. East Georgia 
State College has 15 
student-athletes who 
made the list. Student-
athletes are eligible to 
earn academic honors 
by achieving an overall 
GPA of 3.60 or higher 
for the 2021-22 academic 
year. The athletes were 
selected from across the 
Nation from over 60,000 
athletes who compete in 
intercollegiate athletics.

“We as an institu-
tion are truly fortunate 
to have such amazing 
student-athletes rep-
resenting EGSC in all 
four NJCAA Division 
One sports,” said EGSC 
Athletic Director Chuck 
Wimberly. “We are very 
proud of these athletes 
for their hard work and 
dedication both on and 
off the fields of East 
Georgia State College.”

EGSC 2021-22 All-
Academic Team:

Men’s Basketball
Preston Crisp – 

Sophomore – Savannah, 
GA

Ridge Turner – 
Sophomore – Ellenwood, 
GA

Women’s Basketball
Nia Lawrence 

– Sophomore – 
Stockbridge, GA

Zuriyah Davis – 
Sophomore – Sugar Hill, 
GA

Baseball
Jim Brown – 

Sophomore – Breman, 
GA

Robert Kirkland – 
Sophomore – Alma, GA

Matthew Mead – 
Freshman – Vidalia, GA

Elliott Vickery – 
Sophomore – Newnan, 
GA

Softball
Alyssa Barbrick – 

Freshman – Byron 
Center, MI

Stacia Raley – 
Freshman – Arvada, CO

Hilarie Jackson – 
Sophomore – Statesboro, 
GA

Madeline Cash 

– Sophomore – 
McDonough, GA

Bailey Davis – 

Freshman – Ringgold, 
GA

Carly Forrester – 
Freshman – Sugar Hill, 

GA
McKenzi Wilkerson – 

Sophomore – Statesboro, 
GA

LAWRENCE

Z. DAVIS BROWN KIRKLAND

CRISP TURNER

B. DAVIS

BARBRICKMEAD VICKERY

RALEY JACKSON CASH

FORRESTER WILKERSON

Smith Presents Cowpens Program at Brier Creek
On Thursday af-

ternoon, July 7, 2022, 
Compatriot Dess Smith 
traveled 55 miles to Syl-
vania, GA to present his 
program on the Battle at 
Cowpens, a Battle to Re-
member.  With President 
Wayne Howard presid-
ing, there were 14 in atten-
dance.  President Wayne 
discussed the up-coming 
cleaning and mowing of 
the monthly Brier Creek 
Battlefield project of the 
BCRWBA, Inc.  President 
Wayne also asked mem-
bers about the upcoming 
132nd National Congress 
that would be held in Sa-
vannah on July 10 - 15.  
Compatriots Steve Burke, 
Lee Herron, Don Baze-
more and Bernard Mar-
tin would be attending 
and participating with 
the NSSAR Color Guard 
and firing their flintlocks 
and the Forts cannon 
during the special tour of 

Fort Morris event and the 
Historic Midway Church 
Cemetery 5 grave mark-
ings that would occur on 
Sunday, July 10th. Com-
patriots Dess Smith and 
Wilder Smith would be 
“Day Captions” on Sun-
day, July 10th from 11:00 - 
3:00 at the Congress locat-

ed at the Hyatt Regency 
in Savannah.  President 
Wayne then introduced 
Compatriot Dess Smith 
to present his program 
on the Battle of Cow-
pens, a Battle to Remem-
ber.  The Cowpens battle 
was held on January 17, 
1781.  Brigadier General 

Daniel Morgan won the 
Battle of Cowpens, a de-
cisive Revolutionary War 
victory over British Lieu-
tenant Colonel Banastre 
Tarleton.  This American 
victory had an estimated 
1,017 casualties with 149 
Americans and 868 Brit-
ish.

SMITH
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Officers with the 
Swainsboro Police 
Department (SPD) 
reported…

July 13
A report was made 

of a damaged vehicle. 
The complainant stat-
ed she let her child’s 
father use her car, and 

his ex-girlfriend threw 
a bottle at the vehicle 
and damaged both the 
right side of the vehi-
cle and the driver side 
door. 

Officers responded 
to a report of an irate 
male with a gun. When 
arriving in the area, the 
offender had already 
left. The officers then 
went on a search for 
the offender, and pro-
ceeded to pull him 
over once they found 
him. He admitted to 
drinking, having weed, 
and having a pistol. 
He was arrested. The 
complainant stated the 
gun wasn’t drawn but 
he looked as if he was 
thinking about using it. 

July 14
Officers responded 

to a report of domes-
tic violence. When 
they arrived, the com-
plainant stated he 
heard a male beating 
on a female in a room 
of a motel. The offi-

cers checked the room, 
and there was no one 
there. The complainant 
seemed under the 
influence and wasn’t 
answering questions 
with good thought. 
The manager had him 
criminally trespassed 
from the property. 

An unwanted per-
son report was made. 
The complainant’s 
step-son’s sister came 
in after being told to 
leave. She later left 
walking down the 
street. 

Officers responded 
to a report of a dog 
at large. When arriv-
ing on the scene, the 
complainant stated he 
saw a dog chasing two 
girls so he caught the 
dog’s attention and 
it bit him on the calf. 
Animal control was 
called, but when they 
found the dog, it was 
in a cage with puppies. 
It was decided to  fine 
the owner instead of 
taking the dog. 

A report was made 
of a stolen phone. The 
complainant stated the 
offender was at his 
home earlier looking 
for a tire plug and stole 
his phone. He called 
it later in the day, and 
an unknown male 
answered, stating he 
bought the phone from 
someone for $50.

July 15
Officers responded 

to a report of a dis-
pute. The complainant 
stated that she and a 
male were having an 
argument, so she left 
his residence to go 
to her sister’s house. 
He followed her there 
because he believed 
she had his phone and 
wallet. She showed the 
officers that she did not 
have either. The male 
wants the female evict-
ed from his home.

A report was made 
of a damaged vehicle. 
The complainant stat-
ed she was leaving her 
daughter’s house and 
hit a curb, damaging 
the front end of her 
vehicle. 

July 16
Officers responded to 

a report of an underage 
drinker. When on the 
scene, there was liquor 
and jello shots all over 
the motel room. The 
offender stated she got 
the alcohol from some-
one in Wadley. All three 
offenders were given 
citations.

July 17
A report was made 

of a damaged vehicle. 
The complainant stated 
the side of his vehicle 
was hit while he was in 
Walmart. 

Officers performed 
a traffic stop due to a 
vehicle having an ille-
gal tint level. When 
pulled over, the driver 
looked visibly intox-
icated. He was given 
multiple tests, and 
failed. He was arrested.

Officers responded 
to a report of battery. 
The complainant stat-
ed when the offend-
er got back from the 
club, she was asked to 
leave. She refused, and 
threw a cooler at the 
complainant. She was 
arrested for battery. 

Officers performed 
a traffic stop due to a 
vehicle having a mal-
functioning brake 
light. When pulled 
over, officers noticed 
the driver’s license 
was suspended due to 
not appearing. She was 
arrested. 

July 18
Officers arrested a 

male and female, due 
to them both hav-
ing warrants for their 
arrest. 

An officer assisted 

another officer with 
a traffic stop due to a 
weapon being in arms 
reach of the offender. 
The offender was asleep 
in the vehicle, so the 
officers retrieved the 
weapon without wak-
ing him. He was then 
woken up and asked 
for consent to search. 
Officers found crystal 
meth and numerous 
pills. He was arrested. 

Officers respond-
ed to a report of an 
unwanted person. The 
complainant stated the 
offender was passed 
out in her vehicle with 
the door wide open. 
The offender admitted 
to smoking weed, and 
believed he had been 
drugged. He had out-
standing warrants in 
Bryan County. He was 
arrested. 

A report was made 
of a stolen tag. The 
complainant stated his 
tag was stolen over-
night. 

Officers responded to 
a report of stolen car 
parts. The complainant 
stated she went to go 
get her mother’s car, 
and the battery was 
missing out of it.

Officers responded 
to a dispute at a local 
bank. A female tried to 
take out a large with-
drawal, but due to the 
account being open 
less than three months, 
the request was denied. 
The female was very 
upset at this, and it 
caused an argument. 

Officers responded to 
a report of a gun being 
drawn on employees of 
a local business. When 
confronting the offend-
er, he stated he never 
pulled a gun. There 
was a verbal altercation 
between the parties, 
and the male stated he 
was not going to get 

jumped. No charges 
were pressed. 

July 19
Two females and one 

male were arrested due 
to them having war-
rants for their arrest.

Officers performed 
a traffic stop due to a 
vehicle not having reg-
istration or insurance. 
When pulled over, 
the officer noticed the 
driver didn’t have a 
license either. They 
then searched the vehi-
cle and found a mari-
juana grinder. He was 
arrested.

A report was made 
of a damaged vehicle. 
The complainant stated 
their vehicle was dam-
aged while they were 
in Walmart. 

July 20
A report was made of 

a damaged vehicle. The 
complainant stated he 
believes somebody was 
trying to break into his 
vehicle, because there 
are scratches around 
his door. 

Officers responded 
to a report of a male 
using a stolen EBT 
card. He tried to use 
an old receipt as well. 
When officers arrived, 
the male was already 
gone. They went to the 
male’s motel room and 
he wasn’t there either. 
The manager stated he 
tried to sell her the card 
for $20. 

Officers attempted 
a traffic stop due to 
a vehicle not having 
insurance and having 
an expired registra-
tion. The vehicle did 
not stop, and initiat-
ed a chase. When they 
caught up with the 
offender, he was arrest-
ed. The passenger was 
also arrested due to 
having active warrants 
on them. Officers later 
found methamphet-
amine in the vehicle. 
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Swainsboro Police Reports

Jail Report
The following persons 

have been booked into 
Emanuel County Jail, 
according to Emanuel 
County Sheriff Jeffrey 
Brewer, on warrants 
obtained by one of sever-
al local law enforcement 
agencies, designated by 
each name: Drug Task 
Force (DTF); Georgia 
Bureau of Investigation 
(GBI);  Georgia 
Department of Pardons 
and Parole (GAPP); 
Georgia State Patrol 
(GSP); Emanuel County 
Sheriff’s Office (ECSO); 
Swainsboro Police Dept. 
(SPD); Stillmore Police 
Dept. (SMPD); Twin 
City Police Department 
(TCPD); Garfield Police 
Dept. (GPD); Adrian 
Police Dept. (APD); 
Child Support Recovery 
Unit (CSRU); Intensive 
Probation Service (IPS); 
or Probation Office 
(PROB).

Brandon Fidel 
Mendieta, entered 
7/18/22; Crim tres-
pass/Hold for out of 
county billing/VGCSA 
possession of marijua-
na w/intent to distrib-
ute/Possession of meth 
w/intent to distribute/
Probation/Superior 
court; SPD

Hugh Avery Glisson, 
entered 7/18/22; 
Sentenced to State; 
released 7/19/22; 

WALK-IN
Heather Lynn Henry, 

entered 7/18/22; 
Bench warrant – City; 
released 7/21/22; SPD

Caleb Joseph Schott, 
entered 7/18/22; 
Probation/Swainsboro 
PD/Middle Ga 
Probation/Hold for 
Treutlen Co; released 
7/22/22; SPD

Aaron Michael 
Williams, entered 
7/19/22; Possession 
of meth/Driving lic 
susp/rev; SPD

Bryan Jawayne 
Blackwood, entered 
7/19/22; Possession of 
meth/Firearm poss by 
conv felon/Possession 
of prescription drugs 
outside original 
container; released 
7/20/22; SPD

James Andrew Bell 
II, entered 7/19/22; 
Probation/Superior 
court/VGCSA pos-
session of cocaine w/
intent to distribute/
VGCSA possession of 
crack cocaine w/intent 
to distribute/VGCSA 
manuf marijuana/
Poss of firearm during 
commission of felony/
Possession of meth w/
intent to distribute/
Firearm poss by conv 
felon/VGCSA posses-
sion of drug related 
object; ECSO

Kaitlyn Paige Wright, 

entered 7/19/22; Bench 
warrant/State court/
Bench warrant/State 
court; SPD

Amber Elisha Howell, 
entered 7/19/22; Other; 
released 7/19/22; SPD

Donald Eugene 
Gregory Jr, entered 
7/19/22; Hold for 
Johnson Co; released 
7/20/22; SPD

Guam Jermaine Wells, 
entered 7/19/22; No 
insurance/Probation/
State court/Middle 
Ga Probation/Other/
VGCSA marijuana/
poss less than oz/
Unregistered vehicle/
Driving lic susp/rev; 
released 7/21/22; SPD

Charles Jenkins 
Lafavor, entered 
7/20/22; VGCSA pos-
session of marijuana 
w/intent to distribute/
Other/Possession of 
cocaine/VGCS pos-
session of drug related 
object/Aggr assault

Brittany Rose 
Bankston, entered 
7/20/22; VGCSA pos-
session of drug related 
object; SPD

Ashely Nicole 
Franco, entered 
7/20/22; Possession 
of meth/VGCSA pos-
session of drug related 
object/VGCSA mar-
ijuana/poss less than 
oz/Inmates-possession 
of weapons/drugs; 

released 7/22/22; SPD
Michael Anthony 

Harrell, entered 
7/20/22; Speeding 
15-29 MPH over/
VGCSA possession of 
drug related object; 
SPD

Randall Cory White, 
entered 7/20/22; 
VGCSA possession of 
drug related object; 
SPD

Maria Flower Small, 
entered 7/20/22; 
Impeding the flow 
of traffic/DUI/alch/
Open container; 
released 7/21/22; GSP

Amber Elisha Howell, 
entered 7/21/22; 
Other/Hold for SPD/
VGCSA possession of 
MDMA/possession of 
meth

Ryan Taylor Reeves, 
entered 7/21/22; 
Parole violation/Flee/
attempt t elude police/
Unregistered vehicle/
No proof of insurance/
Other/Failure to stop 
at stop sign/Failure to 
maintain lane/Obstr/
hindering of officer/
VGCSA possession of 
drug related object/
DUI/drugs/VGCSA 
possession of MDMA/
possession of meth; 
SPD

Noah Joseph Hutto, 
entered 7/21/22; DUI 
less safe/Driving lic 
susp/rev/No license of 

person/Speeding 15-29 
MPH over; released 
7/21/22; ECSO

Melissa Ann Temple, 
entered 7/21/22; 
T h e f t / s h o p l i f t i n g ; 
released 7/21/22; SPD

Laura Sue Williams, 
entered 7/21/22; 
DUI/alch/Driving lic 
susp/rev/Probation/
Superior court/
Probation/State court/
Middle Ga Probation; 
ECSO

Kyle Matthew 
Edenfield, entered 
7/22/22; Crim tres-
pass/Impeding the 
flow of traffic; ECSO

Leon Wilter Domingo 
Buchi De Leon, entered 
Driving while unli-
c e n s e d / e x p i r e d /
Speeding 15-29 MPH 
over; released 7/22/22; 
ECSO

Cassandra Lynn 
Goodwin, entered 
7/22/22; Theft/
shoplifting; released 
7/22/22; SPD

Willie James Terrell, 
entered 7/22/22; 
Disorderly conduct; 
released 7/23/22; 
ECSO

Edin Belzain, entered 
7/22/22; Open con-
tainer/Speeding 15-29 
M P H / D U I / a l c h ; 
released 7/23/22; GSP

George Albert Bush, 
entered 7/23/22; 
Probation/Swainsboro 

PD/Middle GA 
Probation; SPD

Edmond Defour Lay 
entered 7/23/22; Hold 
for out of county bill-
ing; STILLMORE PD

Christopher Lance 
Fowler, entered 
7/23/22; Bench war-
rant – out of county; 
ECSO

Mariquez S’Rod 
Wilson, entered 
7/23/22; DUI/alch/
Open container/
Reckless driving/
Speeding school zone 
30+ MPH over; released 
7/24/22; GSP

Cedric Jerome 
Cunningham, entered 
7/23/22; DUI less 
safe/Driving lic susp/
rev/Failure to main-
tain lane/DUI/endan-
gering child; released 
7/24/22; GSP

Rafael Ibarra 
Francisco, entered 
7/23/22; Driving while 
unlicensed/expired/
No license of per-
son/Failure to main-
tain lane/Headlight 
requirements; released 
7/23/22; ECSO

Kadijah Kalia Gillis, 
entered 7/24/22; 
Other/Driving lic 
s u s p / re v / S e a t b e l t 
violation/Driving lic 
susp/rev/Probation/
Swainsboro PD/
Middle Ga Probation/
Other; SPD
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Sheriff’s Reports
According to the 

Emanuel County 
Sheriff’s Office…

July 18
Deputy met with 

complainant on Keith 
Screws Rd. in reference 
to an unwanted per-
son. Contact was made 
with offender and he 
was issued a Criminal 
Trespass Warning at 
the request of c/p for 
all property associated 
with c/p’s address.

Deputy responded 
to Hwy 46 East in ref-
erence to a domestic 
dispute. Complainant 
advised she is renting 
a home from her aunt/
offender and offender 
went into her home 
without permission. 
C/p stated offender 
got mad because of 
the condition of the 
inside of the home and 
an argument started. 
C/p advised that she 
told offender to get 
out several times and 
she refused and then 
advised that offend-
er slapped her in the 
face as she was trying 
to walk out the house. 
C/p then stated that 
offender followed her 
outside and was trying 
to pull on her car door 
as the c/p was trying to 
leave. Deputy advised 
c/p of the eviction pro-
cess and the process 
to seek through the 
courts in resolving the 
matter. Deputy then 
made contact with 
offender who denied 
any physical contact 
with c/p and advised 
that she did go into the 
house and was upset 
because of the condi-
tions inside. Deputy 
then advised offend-
er of the eviction pro-
cess and advised her 
to stay away from c/p 
until they could solve 
the matter through the 
courts or civilly. 

Deputy met with 
complainant in refer-
ence to a nuisance ani-
mal call on John Deer 
Rd. Animals in ques-
tion are dogs that have 
been seen on prop-
erty scattering trash 
form house garbage. 
Dogs are believed to 
belong to someone on 
JM Spearman Rd. C/p 
was advised that an 
attempt to contact the 
dog owner would be 
made. 

Deputy responded to 
Red Roof in reference 
to a report of illegal 
dumping. Contact was 
made with the cashier 
who stated she con-
fronted an unknown 
female subject ille-
gally dumping her 
household garbage 
in the store trash can. 
Cashier advised that 
she told the subject 
that the public trash 
site was located on Old 
Kenfield Rd. and she 
was not permitted to 
dump her garbage in 
the store trash can. The 
female subject advised 
the cashier that she did 
not know where the 
public trash site was 
and she would con-
tinue to us the store 
trash can because it 
was easier for her to 
use, then threatened 

to do physical bodily 
harm to the cashier. 
Cashier advised that 
she took a picture of 
the license plate and 
produced the said pic-
ture. Deputy ran the 
tag number through 
GCIC and learned the 
vehicle came back to 
Serenity Hospice out of 
Dublin.

July 19
Deputy responded to 

Hawhammock Church 
Rd. in reference to an 
alarm.

Deputy responded to 
Canary Ln. in reference 
to a residential alarm. 
Everything appeared 
to be secure.

911 called about 
several 911 hand-up 
calls coming from 
Glenwood Rd. Upon 
arrival, deputy found 
several children were 
present in the home. 
Deputy talked to the 
victim who was look-
ing after the children 
and he said he would 
take care of the prob-
lem.

July 20
Deputies responded 

to Waller Wood Cir. in 
reference to a domes-
tic dispute. Upon 
arrival, complainants 
had already separat-
ed. C/p’s are married 
and advised they were 
arguing over financ-
es and the argument 
was verbal until they 
pushed each other. 
Neither party wanted 
to press charges and 
were separating for the 
night until the situa-
tion calmed down.

Deputies respond-
ed to Egret Pl. in ref-
erence to a burglary. 
Deputy met with com-
plainant who advised 
she went to her cabin 
and realized someone 
had broken in. C/p 
stated she noticed a 
window screen lay-
ing in the yard and 
a window had been 
broken to gain access. 
C/p also noticed pry 
marks on the front 
door. Offenders went 
through all her draw-
ers and took a boom 
box and a trail camera. 
C/p noticed a broken 
window but had two 
windows unlocked in 
the cabin and noticed 
offenders urinated in 
her toilet and wasn’t 
flushed due to the 
water being turned 
off because they were 
away for a while. 

Deputy was dis-
patched to Wendy’s in 
reference to a vehicle 
unlock. Vehicle was 
unlocked without inci-
dent or damages.

Complainant stated 
she had been moving 
her stuff from the res-
idence on Cowford 
Bridge Rd. and when 
she went back to get 
more stuff, her TV was 
missing and believes 
the witness took it. 
Witness stated she 
wasn’t going to let c/p 
get any of her other 
property because she 
owed her one and a 
half months rent. 
Deputy explained to 
witness that she could 
not hold c/p’s proper-
ty and that she would 

have to take a civil suit 
against c/p to get her 
money. 

Deputy was dis-
patched to Old 
Swainsboro Rd. in 
reference to a vehicle 
unlock. Vehicle was 
unlocked without inci-
dent or damages.

Complainant stated 
she rents a house on 
Lindsey Rd. her two 
brothers stay with her, 
and they were sup-
posed to split the cost 
for rent ana utilities. 
They all got into an 
argument about pay-
ing the bills because 
the lights got turned 
off. C/p wanted the 
two offenders out of 
the house and was 
advised of the eviction 
process.

Deputy was dis-
patched to Parris Pond 
Rd. in Twin City in ref-
erence to an attempted 
burglary. Complainant 
stated someone tried 
to enter his out build-
ing by prying open the 
door, but was unsuc-
cessful. Nothing was 
taken at this point but 
c/p wanted to make a 
report.

July 21
Deputy was dis-

patched to Gumlog 
Rd. in reference to a 
vehicle unlock. Vehicle 
was unlocked without 
incident or damages.

Deputies were dis-
patched to Quick Rd. 
in reference to a call 
of a suspicious vehi-
cle. Vehicle was located 
on Mt. Shady church 
Rd. and the driver was 
subsequently arrested.

Deputies were dis-
patched to Griffin Ferry 
Rd. for a single vehi-
cle accident. GSP was 
requested and arrived 
for accident investiga-
tion. Driver and occu-
pant were transported 
by EMS to Meadows 
Regional in Vidalia for 
injuries. Vehicle was 
removed by a towing 
company at owner’s 
request.

Deputy was dis-
patched to Hwy 57 
West to meet with 
complainant in refer-
ence to a traffic related 
incident.

July 22
Deputies, along with 

Nunez Fire Dept., were 
dispatched to Nunez-
Lexsy Rd. in refer-
ence to a fire behind 
the residence. Fire was 
observed to be con-
tained in a burn bar-
rel. Contact was made 
with the homeown-
er who was aware of 
the fire and keeping it 
under control.

Deputies respond-
ed to Keith Screws 
Rd. in reference to 
offender entering the 
property. On July 18, 
offender was told by 
complainant that he 
was not welcome on 
his property and was 
never to return, and if 
he ever went back on 
his property, he would 
be arrested for trespass-
ing, being witnessed by 
a deputy. Investigators 
located offender walk-
ing on Keith Screws 
Rd. a short distance 
from c/p’s property. 

At the time deputies 
located offender, it 
was obvious he was 
under the influence of 
a controlled substance. 
Offender ’s speech 
was slurring, and as 
he spoke, he jumped 
from topic to topic 
and was not making 
sense. Offender spoke 
of past events as if they 
had just happened. 
Offender stated he 
was looking for a gold 
chain that was taken 
from him ad was lost 
on the road somewhere 
but he could not tell 
deputies when it was 
lost. Offender admit-
ted he walked to c/p’s 
house where he spoke 
with witness, c/p’s 
daughter. Offender 
also admitted he was 
told by witness to 
leave the property and 
that she did not want 
anything to do with 
him. Offender’s vehi-
cle was parked appx. 
20 yards from where 
deputies located him. 
It was partly parked 
on Keith Screws Rd. 
and on private prop-
erty. The land owner 
advised deputies that 
offender parked in 
two different locations, 
that last being on his 
land. The land owner 
watched offender go 
to c/p’s property. A 
check on the license 
plate revealed that it 
was invalid and the 
vehicle had no insur-
ance. Offender was 
placed under arrest for 
Criminal Trespass and 
due to his condition, 
his history of drug 
abuse, SPD K-9 unit 
was requested to con-
duct an open-air search 
for any indication of 
contraband. K-9 made 
a positive alert around 
the driver’s door and 
when the K-9 officer 
told offender, he stat-
ed that there had been 
drugs in the truck but 
there was nothing left 
because he used them 
all. Offender gave Dets. 
Permission to search 
the vehicle. A search 
was made and not con-
traband was found, 
and the vehicle was 
towed. Invs. requested 
offender be transport-
ed to EmCo Det. Ctr. 
on charges of Criminal 
Trespass and Impeding 
the flow of traffic. 
Deputy attempted to 
place offender in the 
rear of his patrol unit at 
which time he became 
irate and uncoopera-
tive. Assistance was 
requested and offender 
was placed in the rear 
of the patrol unit. 

911 dispatched a call 
to Cowford Bridge Rd. 
in reference to a bur-
glary. Officers spoke 
with victim who stat-
ed she believes her 
ex-room mates who 
still have a key to her 
house, went in and 
took items. There was 
no sign of forced entry 
to the residence and 
victim was advised to 
change the locks.

Complainant stated 
she and offender work 
at Crider’s and offend-
er keeps harassing 
her at work. Offender 

talks bad about the 
victim to other work-
ers and keeps going to 
HR and making com-
plaints about victim. 
Victim stated HR finds 
out the complaints are 
unfounded and her 
supervisor advised her 
to make a report about 
harassment.

Deputy assisted GSP 
with a call about a sus-
picious person on Hwy 
1 South close to I16. 
Upon deputy’s arriv-
al, trooper was talking 
with offender who 
was acting strange 
and would not tell his 
name and did not have 
an ID on him. Offender 
kept saying that the 
trooper was going to 
shoot him and asked 
if he could have a beer 
before he was shot. 
Offender kept getting 
down on his knees and 
laying on the ground, 
and walked into traf-
fic a couple of times. 
Deputy took offend-
er into custody and 
transported him to 
EmCo Jail and charged 
him with Disorderly 
Conduct. 

Deputy respond-
ed to Kemp Rd. to a 
call regarding threats 
being made to an indi-
vidual. Complainant 
stated offender sent 
threatening texts to 
her daughter stating 
he was going to go to 
their residence with a 
gun. C/p stated she 
and offender have been 
having ongoing dis-
putes for a while now. 
The two have two chil-
dren together and c/p 
has custody of both. 
C/p stated offender 
was not allowed at her 
residence out of fear 
that he will be violent 
towards all of them.

July 23
Complainant stated 

he keeps having prob-
lems with his neigh-
bor’s dogs going on his 
property and killing 
his chickens. C/p had 
two stray puppies to 
show up at his house 
and asked deputy 
what to do with them 
and he told him to call 
Animal Control to see 
if they could pick them 
up. C/p also stated the 
bank foreclosed on the 
property and some-
one moved into it and 
called the bank about 
them living there.

Victim stated some-
one stole her chihua-
hua dog on Bowen Dr. 
Victim stated someone 
keeps tearing down her 
No Trespassing signs, 
and she heard a car 
door slam one night 
in front of her house 
and that her landlord 

gave her a number to 
someone that night 
know something about 
her stolen dog. Victim 
called the number and 
they cussed her out. 
Victim stated her son 
was killed in 2020 in 
Vidalia and it was still 
an open case and she’s 
not sure if her son’s 
murderer has anything 
to do with this.

July 24
Deputies were dis-

patched to Almond Rd. 
in reference to a stolen 
ATV.

Deputy took a report 
regarding an inci-
dent with a vehicle. 
Complainant stated the 
truck received damage 
after it was partly sub-
merged and got stuck. 

Deputies were dis-
patched to Oak Island 
in reference to a suspi-
cious person. Offender 
was described and 
stated he left walking 
towards Longbay Dr. 
Caller advised the male 
was seen at the front 
door bent over as if her 
was attempting to gain 
entry to the business. 
Deputies checked the 
building and found it 
secure with not noted 
signs of tamper or 
forced entry. Deputies 
also rode the area but 
did not make locate 
any persons walking 
the area that matched 
the given description.
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Call Melva at 478-237-9971 to help sell your unwanted items!
Homes for sale or rent • Apartments for rent • Land for sale 

• Yard and estate sales • Miscellaneous for sale • Pets/animals 
• Help wanted • Services offered

MISC NOTICES

   WE DO not knowingly 
accept advertisements that 
discriminate, or intend to 
discriminate, on any illegal 
basis, nor do we knowingly 
accept employment adver-
tisements that are not bo-
na-fide job offers. All real 
estate advertisements are 
subject to the Fair Housing 
Act. We do not accept adver-
tising that is in violation of 
the law. The law prohibits dis-
crimination based on color, 
religion, sex, national origin, 
handicap, or family status.
   NEED TO SEND A COPY 
OF A DOCUMENT, LETTER, 
ETC., TO SOME PLACE IN 
A HURRY? The Forest-Blade 
can do the job for you in min-
utes with its fax machine. 
We can also receive copies 
of documents. For more 
information come by our 
office on West Moring Street.

PETS/ANIMALS FOR 
FREE/MISSING

Animal shelter — 
   We have lots of great family 
dogs as well as great guard dogs.
   The shelter is always in need 
of donations of canned and 
bagged dog food. We appre-
ciate any and every donation.
   If you are missing a dog or have 
found a dog, please call the shel-
ter at 478-237-4040 to report it.
   Visit us on Facebook at www.
facebook . com/Emanue lCoun-
tyShelter or visit our visitor 
website, www.petstablished.
com/organization/1760/, to 
view our adoptable dogs.
   Adoption fee is $35. This goes 
to pay for part of the spay-
ing/neutering cost. The other 
$30 must be paid to the vet, 
by the owner after it has been 
spayed or neutered. Please call 
the shelter for details. Come 
visit our adoptable dogs at 
343 Market St. in Swainsboro.
     We are open Monday through 
Friday, 8-4, and Saturday, 8-12.

RENTAL HOUSES/
STORAGE UNITS

H O L S O N B A C K 
RENTALS LLC :  
Homes - Apartments - 
Storage Units.  342 W. 
Main St.  478.419.1333.  
Mon - Fri from 9am - 
12pm, & 2pm - 5pm

HELP WANTED

PRODUCTION MAN-
AGER (SWAINS-
BORO, GA) F/T
Plan, direct, & coord 
the work activities & 
resources necessary for 
our U.S based apparel 
mfg plant in accordance 
w/ co. & clients' cost, 
quality reqmts, & quan-
tity specs. Review pro-
cessing schedules or pro-
duction orders & make 
recommendations to 
upper mgmt concern-
ing inventory' reqmts, 
staffing reqmts, work 
procedures & duty as-
signments, as well as 
any fiscal limitations 
or time constraints. Re-
view plant operations. 
Establish a balance be-
tween increased pro-
ductivity & reduced 
costs of mfg operations. 
Bach's deg in Indus-
trial Engg, or Systems 
& Industrial Engg 
or closely related reqd. 
E-mail resume to Amer-
ica Knits LLC, Attn: 
Steven L. Hawkins, 
President at: steve@
a m e r i c a k n i t s . c o m

HOUSES FOR RENT

4BDR/1B located 
in Midville. $650/
dep - $650/mth.
5BDR/1B located 
in Midville. $850/
dep - $850/mth.
5BDR/2B located in 
Lake Luck. $1,150.
4BDR/2B located in 
Lake Luck. $850/
dep - $850/mth.
HELP WANTED:  
Sheetrockers, roof-
ers, electricians. CALL 
478.299.9074 FOR 
ALL THE ABOVE. 

HOUSES FOR RENT

CENTRAL FENCE 
DOG PEN & GAS 
GRILL W/COV-
ER AND PROPANE 
TANK. Call 478.237.4011 
for more info.

SATURDAY, JULY 
30, FROM 8AM TO 
12PM AT   1354 HIGH-
WAY 23 NORTH 
IN TWIN CITY. 
New items available. 
All glassware on sale.

ESTATE/YARD SALE

USDA Farm Service 
Agency in Georgia 

to host July 28 
virtual meeting on 

Hurricane & Drought 
Preparedness

With the 2022 
Hurricane season 
officially underway, 
USDA’s Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) State 
Executive Director, 
Arthur Tripp, invites 
agricultural producers 
and industry stake-
holders to join him in 
a virtual meeting to 
discuss what produc-
ers need to do before, 
during, and after the 
impact of a hurricane. 
Tripp and FSA pro-
gram specialists will 
provide an overview 
of current disaster 
assistance programs, 
required loss of docu-
mentation, and relat-
ed information need-
ed when conducting 
business with FSA fol-
lowing a natural disas-
ter event. The virtual 
meeting is free, open to 
the public, and can be 
attended on Thursday, 
July 28, 2022 at 10 a.m. 
eastern by joining the 
meeting online. To 
RSVP and receive the 
virtual meeting link 
for this event, please 
email GASED@usda.
gov.

“A major storm or 
hurricane can be dev-
astating for farmers 
and livestock produc-
ers,” said Tripp. “When 
a major weather event 

disrupts an agricul-
tural operation, the 
impact does not stop at 
the farm, the effects of 
the losses are felt from 
the field to the din-
ner table. Through this 
preparedness meeting, 
we will provide pro-
ducers with the infor-
mation and tools they 
need to successfully 
navigate available fed-
eral farm program and 
loan assistance should 
the need arise.”

USDA offers a full 
suite of risk manage-
ment and disaster 
assistance programs to 
help producers recov-
er from severe weath-
er, including those 
impacted by hurri-
canes and tropical 
storms. FSA has a vari-
ety of loans available, 
including emergency 
loans that are triggered 
by disaster declara-
tions and operating 
loans that can assist 
producers with cred-
it needs. Additionally, 
producers should con-
sider FSA’s loan ser-
vicing options if they 
are unable to make 
scheduled farm loan 
debt payments to FSA 
because of reasons 
beyond their control.

Livestock and peren-
nial crop producers 
often have more risk 
management options 
available including the 
Livestock Indemnity 
Program, the 
Emergency Assistance 
for Livestock, Honey 
Bees, and Farm-raised 
Fish Program, and 
the Tree Assistance 
Program. Producers of 
crops for which crop 
insurance is not avail-
able should consid-
er FSA’s Noninsured 
Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program 
(NAP).

On farmers.gov, the 
Hurricane Webpage, 
Disaster Assistance 
Discovery Tool, 
Disaster-at-a-Glance 

fact sheet, and Farm 
Loan Discovery Tool 
help producers and 
landowners deter-
mine which disaster 
assistance program or 
loan option best meets 
their business needs. 
For assistance with a 
crop insurance claim, 
producers and land-
owners should con-
tact their crop insur-
ance agent. For FSA 
and Natural Resource 
Conservation Service 
(NRCS) programs, 
they should con-
tact their local USDA 
Service Center.

USDA touches the 
lives of all Americans 
each day in so many 
positive ways. Under 
the Biden-Harris 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 
USDA is transforming 
America’s food system 
with a greater focus on 
more resilient local and 
regional food produc-
tion, fairer markets for 
all producers, ensuring 
access to safe, healthy 
and nutritious food in 
all communities, build-
ing new markets and 
streams of income for 
farmers and producers 
using climate smart 
food and forestry prac-
tices, making historic 
investments in infra-
structure and clean 
energy capabilities in 
rural America, and 
committing to equity 
across the Department 
by removing systemic 
barriers and building 
a workforce more rep-
resentative of America. 
To learn more, visit 
usda.gov. 

Persons with disabil-
ities who require spe-
cial accommodations 
to attend or partic-
ipate in this meeting 
should contact Dianne 
Westmoreland at (706) 
546-2269, or email 
dianne.westmoreland@
usda.gov. 

USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider, 
employer and lender. 

Learn the Latest About Available USDA Disaster 
Assistance Programs
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Legals
|
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER 
STATE OF GEORGIA, COUNTY 
OF EMANUEL
By virtue of a Power of Sale contained 
in that certain Security Deed from 
Joanne Carswell to CitiFinancial Ser-
vices, Inc., dated May 24, 2004 and 
recorded on May 27, 2004 in Deed 
Book 226, Page 381, in the Office of 
the Clerk of Superior Court of Eman-
uel County, Georgia, said Security 
Deed having been given to secure 
a Note of even date, in the original 
principal amount of Fifteen Thou-
sand Seven Hundred Fifty-Eight and 
74/100 dollars ($15,758.74) with in-
terest thereon as provided therein, as 
last transferred to Wilmington Sav-
ings Fund Society FSB d/b/a Chris-
tiana Trust, as Trustee for PNPMS 
Trust III, recorded in Deed Book 516, 
Page 563, aforesaid records, will be 
sold at public outcry to the highest 
bidder for cash before the courthouse 
door of Emanuel County, Georgia, or 
at such place as has or may be lawful-
ly designated as an alternative loca-
tion, within the legal hours of sale on 
the first Tuesday in August, 2022, all 
property described in said Security 
Deed including but not limited to the 
following described property:
ALL THAT LOT OR PARCEL OF 
LAND LYING, SITUATE, AND 
BEING IN THE 1208TH G.M. DIS-
TRICT OF EMANUEL COUNTY, 
GEORGIA, DESIGNATED AS LOT F 
AND FRONTING A DISTANCE OF 
ONE HUNDRED NINE (109) FEET 
ON THE EASTERN SIDE OF A 40 
FOOT ROAD AS SHOWN ON PLAT 
OF SURVEY, DATED JUNE 15, 1985 
MADE WALTER K. MAUPIN SUR-
VEYOR, AND RECORDED IN THE 
OFFICE OF CLERK EMANUEL SU-
PERIOR COURT IN PLAT BOOK 11, 
PAGE 704, TO WHICH REFERENCE 
IS MADE AS A PART OF THIS DE-
SCRIPTION. SAID PROPERTY IS 
BOUNDED ON THE NORTH BY 
LOT G AS SHOWN ON SAID PLAT 
OF SURVEY; EAST BY LANDS OF 
DENNIS KELLY; SOUTH BY LOT 
E AS SHOWN ON SAID PLAT OF 
SURVEY; AND WEST BY A 40 FOOT 
ROAD.
Said property may more commonly 
be known as 9 Squirrel Road, Mid-
ville, GA 30441.
The debt secured by said Security 
Deed has been and is hereby declared 
due because of, among other possi-
ble events of default, non-payment 
of the monthly installments on said 
loan. The debt remaining in default, 
this sale will be made for the purpose 
of paying the same and all expenses 
of this sale, including attorney’s fees 
(notice of intent to collect attorney’s 
fees having been given).
The individual or entity that has full 
authority to negotiate, amend and 
modify all terms of the loan is State-
bridge Company, LLC, 5680 Green-
wood Plaza Blvd., Suite 100S, Green-
wood Village, CO 80111. 
Said property will be sold on an “as-
is” basis without any representation, 
warranty or recourse against the 
above-named or the undersigned. 
The sale will also be subject to the 
following items which may affect the 
title: a) zoning ordinances; b) matters 
which would be disclosed by an ac-
curate survey or by an inspection of 
the property; c) any outstanding ad 
valorem taxes, including taxes, which 
constitute liens upon said property 
whether or not now due and payable; 
d) special assessments; e) the right of 
redemption of any taxing authori-
ty; f) all outstanding bills for public 
utilities which constitute liens upon 
said property; g) all restrictive cove-
nants, easements, rights-of-way and 
any other matters of record superior 
to said Security Deed. To the best of 
the knowledge and belief of the un-
dersigned, the owners and party in 
possession of the property are Joanne 
Carswell and or tenant(s). The sale 
will be conducted subject to 1) confir-
mation that the sale is not prohibited 
under the U.S. Bankruptcy code and 
2) final confirmation and audit of the 
status of the loan with the holder of 
the Security Deed.
Wilmington Savings Fund Society, 
FSB, d/b/a Christiana Trust as Trust-
ee For PNPMS Trust III
as Attorney-in-Fact for
Joanne Carswell
Contact: 
Padgett Law Group: 6267 Old Water 
Oak Road, Suite 203, Tallahassee, FL 
32312; (850) 422-2520

|
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF 
SHIRLEY WILLIAMS,   
ESTATE NO. 22E0091
DECEASED 
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF AD-
MINISTRATION 
NOTICE
TO: ALL INTERESTED PARTIES and 
to whom it may concern:
LARRY WILLIAMS has petitioned 
to be appointed administrator of 
the estate of SHIRLEY WILLIAMS 
deceased, of said county.  (The peti-
tioner has also applied for waiver of 
bond, waiver of reports, waiver of 
statements, and/or grant of certain 
powers contained in O.C.G.A. § 53-
12-261.)  All interested persons are 
hereby notified to show cause why 
said petition should not be granted.  
All objections to the petition must be 
in writing, setting forth the grounds 
of any such objections, and must be 
filed with the Court on or before AU-
GUST 1, 2022.  
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All ob-
jections to the petition must be in 
writing, setting forth the grounds of 
any such objections.  All objections 
should be sworn to before a notary 
public or before a probate court clerk, 
and filing fees must be tendered with 
your objections, unless you qualify 
to file as an indigent party.  Contact 
probate court personnel for the re-
quired amount of filing fees.  If any 
objections are filed, a hearing will be 
scheduled at a later date.  If no ob-
jections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing.
DON E. WILKES
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Jeanie Hooks
Clerk of the Probate Court
P. O. Box 70 / 125 South Main Street
Swainsboro, Ga. 30401
Address
478-237-7091

Telephone Number
|
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE GEOR-
GIA, EMANUEL COUNTY
WHEREAS, heretofore on Septem-
ber 29, 2017, WILLIE FORMAN and 
MARIE FORMAN did execute and 
deliver to HAROLD N. BRAUN 
(Now Deceased) of the County of 
Emanuel, State of Georgia, a Deed 
to Secure Debt conveying the land 
described in Exhibit “A” below; and,
WHEREAS, said Deed to Secure 
Debt was executed to secure a Note 
of even date therewith in the origi-
nal amount of TWO THOUSAND 
ONE HUNDRED SIXTEEN AND 
NO/100 ($2,116.00) DOLLARS to-
gether with all other indebtedness 
of the Borrowers to the Lender then 
due or that might thereafter become 
due, or thereafter contracted, includ-
ing any renewals thereof which was 
or would be evidenced by the Note 
or Notes from WILLIE FORMAN 
and MARIE FORMAN all of which 
is shown by said Deed to Secure 
Debt recorded in the Office of Clerk, 
Emanuel County Superior Court, in 
Deed Book 454, Pages 258-260 and,
WHEREAS, said Note and Deed 
to Secure Debt as described there-
in, which were due and payable in 
monthly installments are past due 
and WILLIE FORMAN and MARIE 
FORMAN have been notified that 
the mortgage is in default and that 
the lender(s) therein have elected to 
accelerate payment of said Note; and,  
WHEREAS, notice has been given 
to WILLIE FORMAN and MARIE 
FORMAN, as required by O.C.G.A. 
44-14-162 through 44-14-163.4 
(MICHIE 1982).
NOW THEREFORE, according to 
the terms of said Deed to Secure Debt 
and the laws in such cases made and 
provided, the undersigned will ex-
pose for sale to the highest and best 
bidder for cash, the property de-
scribed in said Deed to Secure Debt 
from after proper advertisement, on 
the first Tuesday in August, 2022, 
to-wit:  August 2nd, 2022, between 
the legal hours of sale before the 
courthouse door in Emanuel County, 
Georgia.  Said sale will be subject to 
any outstanding ad valorem taxes, 
and the purchaser will be responsible 
for any Georgia Real Estate Transfer 
Tax.
Proceeds from said sale will be used 
first, to pay the cost and expense 
of said sale; second, to pay the bal-
ance on the indebtedness mentioned 
above due by WILLIE FORMAN 
and MARIE FORMAN and third, to 
pay the surplus, if any, to the person 
or persons legally entitled thereto.
This 1st day of July, 2022.
THE ESTATE OF HAROLD N.  
BRAUN, acting by and through JU-
LIANNE GLISSON, the duly ap-
pointed Administrator of his Estate, 
as Attorney-in-Fact for WILLIE 
FORMAN and MARIE FORMAN
SHEPHERD, GARY & McWHORT-
ER, LLC
Attorneys at Law
P.O. Drawer 99
Swainsboro, Georgia 30401
(478) 237-7551
EXHIBIT “A”
All that tract or parcel of land, to-
gether with improvements, situate, 
lying and being in the 58th G.M. 
District of Emanuel County, City of 
Oak Park, Georgia, containing 0.694 
acres of
land having such metes, bounds, 
and location as shown on a plat of 
survey dated February 8, 2002, pre-
pared by A. G. Wells, Jr., G.R.L.S. 
#1656 which is recorded in Plat 
Book 21, Page 448, Emanuel County, 
Georgia Deed records and incorpo-
rated herein by reference. 
Said property is currently identified 
by the Emanuel County Tax Asses-
sor’s Office as Tax Map #102, Parcel 
070A.
SUBECT TO:  Existing easements 
for public utilities and rights of 
way. 

|
STATE OF GEORGIA EMANUEL 
COUNTY
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CRED-
ITORS
Re: Jere D Tapley
All debtors and creditors of the Es-
tate of Jere D Tapley deceased, late of 
Swainsboro, Emanuel County, Geor-
gia, are hereby notified to render 
their demands and payments to the 
Personal Representative of the estate, 
according to law, and all persons in-
debted to said estate are required to 

make immediate payment to the Per-
sonal Representative.
This 8th of July, 2020.
Personal Representative:  Kenneth 
Tapley
Kenneth Tapley
426 Kings Road
Milledgeville, Georgia  31061

|
IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN THE INTEREST OF:
J.H.                    SEX: M                      DOB: 
05/06/2021              CASE #
CHILD UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE
NOTICE OF SUMMONS
TO: Any Unknown biological, legal, 
and/or putative father of the above-
named child born to Jasmine Nicole 
Powell at AU MEDICAL CENTER 
Hospital in Augusta, Richmond 
County, Georgia.
You are hereby notified that the above-
styled action has been brought by the 
Emanuel County Department of Fami-
ly and Children Services, and the Geor-
gia Department of Human Services, 
seeking to terminate your parental 
rights with regard to the above refer-
enced child; that said action has been 
filed in the Juvenile Court of Emanuel 
County, Georgia; and that by reason of 
an Order for Service of Summons by 
Publication dated __________________ 
, 2022, you are hereby notified that 
you may obtain a copy of the petition 
from the Clerk of the Juvenile Court 
of Emanuel County, Georgia and may 
file with the Clerk of said Court and 
serve upon Marnique Oliver, Petition-
er’s Attorney, whose mailing address 
is P.O. Box 308, 115 S. Racetrack Street, 
Swainsboro, Georgia, 30401, an answer 
to the petition at any time prior to the 
Final Hearing.  
You are hereby commanded and re-
quired to appear before this court on 
the __ __ day of                                    _, 
2022 at the EMANUEL County Court-
house in Swainsboro, Georgia at 10:00 
a.m., for a FINAL HEARING and 
show cause, if any you have, why the 
relief requested in the petition should 
not be granted. You are hereby com-
manded and required to appear before 
this Court at said final hearing or the 
findings of the Court will be made 
the permanent order of this Court in 
the above case. You must attend the 
final hearing in order to preserve your 
rights. At the final hearing you will be 
given an opportunity to show cause, if 
any you have, why the relief requested 
in the petition should not be granted. 
Prior to the Final Hearing a Provision-
al Hearing on the petition will be held 
before the Court on                                , 
2022_at 10:00 a.m. in the Juvenile 
Courtroom at the Emanuel County 
Courthouse, Swainsboro, Georgia. 
The parties notified hereby are entitled 
to legal counsel in the proceedings, and 
the Court will appoint legal counsel if 
any party should be unable, without 
undue hardship, to employ counsel.  
You are further notified that you will 
lose all rights to the child and will not 
be entitled to object to the termination 
of your rights to the child unless, with-
in thirty days of receipt of this notice, 
you file:
A petition to legitimate the child pur-
suant to O.C.G.A. § 19-7-22; and 
Notice of the filing of the petition to 
legitimate with the Emanuel County 
Juvenile Court. 
The Findings of Fact and Order of 
Disposition made at the Provisional 
Hearing will become final at the Final 
Hearing unless the party served by 
publication appears at the Final Hear-
ing.  If the party served by publication 
fails to appear at the Final Hearing on 
the petition, the Findings of Fact and 
Interlocutory Orders made will be-
come final without further evidence 
and will be governed by the Juvenile 
Court Code as if made at the Final 
Hearing.  If the party served by pub-
lication appears at the Final Hearing, 
the Interlocutory findings and Orders 
shall be vacated and disregarded, and 
the hearing shall proceed upon the al-
legations of the motion.
The parties notified hereby are entitled 
to legal counsel in the proceedings, and 
the Court will appoint legal counsel if 
any party should be unable, without 
undue hardship, to employ counsel.
A copy of this petition may be ob-
tained at no charge from the Office of 
the Clerk of Court between the hours 
of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Monday 
through Friday.
WITNESS, the Honorable Sherri Mc-
Donald, Judge of said Juvenile Court.
This ________ day of 

___________________, 2022.
_____________________________
Clerk, Emanuel County Juvenile Court

|
IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN THE INTEREST OF:
S.F.                    SEX: F                      DOB: 
03/22/2021              CASE #
CHILD UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE
NOTICE OF SUMMONS
TO: GEORGIA FLOYD and Any 
Unknown biological, legal, and/or 
putative father of the above-named 
child born to Georgia Ann Floyd at 
Fairview Park Hospital in Laurens 
County, Georgia.
You are hereby notified that the above-
styled action has been brought by 
the Emanuel County Department of 
Family and Children Services, and 
the Georgia Department of Human 
Services, seeking to terminate your pa-
rental rights with regard to the above 
referenced child; that said action has 
been filed in the Juvenile Court of 
Emanuel County, Georgia; and that 
by reason of an Order for Service of 
Summons by Publication dated _July 
5th , 2022, you are hereby notified that 
you may obtain a copy of the petition 
from the Clerk of the Juvenile Court 
of Emanuel County, Georgia and may 
file with the Clerk of said Court and 
serve upon Marnique Oliver, Petition-
er’s Attorney, whose mailing address 
is P.O. Box 308, 115 S. Racetrack Street, 
Swainsboro, Georgia, 30401, an answer 
to the petition at any time prior to the 
Final Hearing.  
You are hereby commanded and re-
quired to appear before this court on 
the 6th  day of October, 2022 at the 
EMANUEL County Courthouse in 
Swainsboro, Georgia at 10:00 a.m., for 
a FINAL HEARING and show cause, 
if any you have, why the relief request-
ed in the petition should not be grant-
ed. You are hereby commanded and 
required to appear before this Court 
at said final hearing or the findings of 
the Court will be made the permanent 
order of this Court in the above case. 
You must attend the final hearing in 
order to preserve your rights. At the 
final hearing you will be given an op-
portunity to show cause, if any you 
have, why the relief requested in the 
petition should not be granted. Prior to 
the Final Hearing a Provisional Hear-
ing on the petition will be held before 
the Court on  September 22 , 2022_at 
10:00 a.m. in the Juvenile Courtroom 
at the Emanuel County Courthouse, 
Swainsboro, Georgia. 
The parties notified hereby are entitled 
to legal counsel in the proceedings, and 
the Court will appoint legal counsel if 
any party should be unable, without 
undue hardship, to employ counsel.  
You are further notified that you will 
lose all rights to the child and will not 
be entitled to object to the termination 
of your rights to the child unless, with-
in thirty days of receipt of this notice, 
you file:
A petition to legitimate the child pur-
suant to O.C.G.A. § 19-7-22; and 
Notice of the filing of the petition to 
legitimate with the Emanuel County 
Juvenile Court. 
The Findings of Fact and Order of 
Disposition made at the Provisional 
Hearing will become final at the Final 
Hearing unless the party served by 
publication appears at the Final Hear-
ing.  If the party served by publication 
fails to appear at the Final Hearing on 
the petition, the Findings of Fact and 
Interlocutory Orders made will be-
come final without further evidence 
and will be governed by the Juvenile 
Court Code as if made at the Final 
Hearing.  If the party served by pub-
lication appears at the Final Hearing, 
the Interlocutory findings and Orders 
shall be vacated and disregarded, and 
the hearing shall proceed upon the al-
legations of the motion.
The parties notified hereby are entitled 
to legal counsel in the proceedings, and 
the Court will appoint legal counsel if 
any party should be unable, without 
undue hardship, to employ counsel.
A copy of this petition may be ob-
tained at no charge from the Office of 
the Clerk of Court between the hours 
of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Monday 
through Friday.
WITNESS, the Honorable Sherri Mc-
Donald, Judge of said Juvenile Court.
This ________ day of 
___________________, 2022.
______________________________
Clerk, Emanuel County Juvenile Court

|

IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN THE INTEREST OF:
G.G.                     SEX: M                      DOB: 
08/26/2021                CASE #
CHILD UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE
NOTICE OF SUMMONS
TO: Carmelita Falliner Gregory, Jef-
frey Allen Gregory, Jr., and any Un-
known biological, legal, and/or puta-
tive father of the above-named child 
born to Carmelita Falliner Gregory 
at Memorial Health Meadows Hos-
pital in Vidalia, Toombs County, 
Georgia.
You are hereby notified that the above-
styled action has been brought by the 
Emanuel County Department of Fami-
ly and Children Services, and the Geor-
gia Department of Human Services, 
seeking to terminate your parental 
rights with regard to the above refer-
enced child; that said action has been 
filed in the Juvenile Court of Emanuel 
County, Georgia; and that by reason of 
an Order for Service of Summons by 
Publication dated July 5th , 2022, you 
are hereby notified that you may obtain 
a copy of the petition from the Clerk of 
the Juvenile Court of Emanuel County, 
Georgia and may file with the Clerk of 
said Court and serve upon Marnique 
Oliver, Petitioner’s Attorney, whose 
mailing address is P.O. Box 308, 115 S. 
Racetrack Street, Swainsboro, Georgia, 
30401, an answer to the petition at any 
time prior to the Final Hearing.  
You are hereby commanded and re-
quired to appear before this court on 
the 6th__ day of  October_, 2022 at the 
EMANUEL County Courthouse in 
Swainsboro, Georgia at 10:00 a.m., for 
a FINAL HEARING and show cause, 
if any you have, why the relief request-
ed in the petition should not be grant-
ed. You are hereby commanded and 
required to appear before this Court 
at said final hearing or the findings of 
the Court will be made the permanent 
order of this Court in the above case. 
You must attend the final hearing in 
order to preserve your rights. At the 
final hearing you will be given an op-
portunity to show cause, if any you 
have, why the relief requested in the 
petition should not be granted. Prior to 
the Final Hearing a Provisional Hear-
ing on the petition will be held before 
the Court on    September 22  , 2022_at 
10:00 a.m. in the Juvenile Courtroom 
at the Emanuel County Courthouse, 
Swainsboro, Georgia. 
The parties notified hereby are entitled 
to legal counsel in the proceedings, and 
the Court will appoint legal counsel if 
any party should be unable, without 
undue hardship, to employ counsel.  
You are further notified that you will 
lose all rights to the child and will not 
be entitled to object to the termination 
of your rights to the child unless, with-
in thirty days of receipt of this notice, 
you file:
A petition to legitimate the child pur-
suant to O.C.G.A. § 19-7-22; and 
Notice of the filing of the petition to 
legitimate with the Emanuel County 
Juvenile Court. 
The Findings of Fact and Order of 
Disposition made at the Provisional 
Hearing will become final at the Final 
Hearing unless the party served by 
publication appears at the Final Hear-
ing.  If the party served by publication 
fails to appear at the Final Hearing on 
the petition, the Findings of Fact and 
Interlocutory Orders made will be-
come final without further evidence 
and will be governed by the Juvenile 
Court Code as if made at the Final 
Hearing.  If the party served by pub-
lication appears at the Final Hearing, 
the Interlocutory findings and Orders 
shall be vacated and disregarded, and 
the hearing shall proceed upon the al-
legations of the motion.
The parties notified hereby are entitled 
to legal counsel in the proceedings, and 
the Court will appoint legal counsel if 
any party should be unable, without 
undue hardship, to employ counsel.
A copy of this petition may be ob-
tained at no charge from the Office of 
the Clerk of Court between the hours 
of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Monday 
through Friday.
WITNESS, the Honorable Sherri Mc-
Donald, Judge of said Juvenile Court.
This ________ day of 
___________________, 2022.
__________________________
Clerk, Emanuel County Juvenile Court

|
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF 

BOBBIE LEE SMITH-HUGHES,   
ESTATE NO. 22E0098
DECEASED 
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF AD-
MINISTRATION 
NOTICE
TO: ALL INTERESTED PARTIES and 
to whom it may concern:
BARBARA SMITH DIXON has peti-
tioned to be appointed administrator 
of the estate of BOBBIE LEE SMITH-
HUGHES deceased, of said county.  
(The petitioner has also applied for 
waiver of bond, waiver of reports, 
waiver of statements, and/or grant 
of certain powers contained in 
O.C.G.A. § 53-12-261.)  All interested 
persons are hereby notified to show 
cause why said petition should not 
be granted.  All objections to the peti-
tion must be in writing, setting forth 
the grounds of any such objections, 
and must be filed with the Court on 
or before AUGUST 15, 2022.  
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All ob-
jections to the petition must be in 
writing, setting forth the grounds of 
any such objections.  All objections 
should be sworn to before a notary 
public or before a probate court clerk, 
and filing fees must be tendered with 
your objections, unless you qualify 
to file as an indigent party.  Contact 
probate court personnel for the re-
quired amount of filing fees.  If any 
objections are filed, a hearing will be 
scheduled at a later date.  If no ob-
jections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing.
DON E. WILKES
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Jeanie Hooks
Clerk of the Probate Court
P. O. Box 70 / 125 S. Main Street
Swainsboro, Ga. 30401
Address
478-237-7091
Telephone Number

|
STATE OF GEORGIA COUNTY OF 
EMANUEL
IN RE: ESTATE OF BETTY JO MAY, 
DECEASED 
All creditors of the Estate of Betty 
Jo May, Deceased, late of Emanuel 
County, are hereby notified to render 
their demands to Richard M. Mc-
Neely, attorney for James (Jimmy) H. 
May, Jr. and Julie May Mercer, Exec-
utors of the  Betty Jo May Estate, at 
P. O. Box 767, Swainsboro, Georgia 
30401, according to law, and all per-
sons indebted to said estate are re-
quired to make immediate payment 
of any indebtedness due the estate.
This 18th day of July, 2022.
RICHARD M. MCNEELY,
Attorney for James (Jimmy) H. May, 
Jr. 
And Julie May Mercer 
Executors of the Betty Jo May Estate
Richard M. McNeely, P.C.
P. O. Box 767
Swainsboro, Georgia 30401
(478) 237-4225

|
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF 
 
DAVID A. HALEY,   
ESTATE NO. 22E0066
DECEASED 
NOTICE
IN RE: The Petition to Probate Will in 
Solemn Form in the above-referenced 
estate having been duly filed.
TO: DAVID L. HALEY
This is to notify you to file objec-
tion, if there is any, to the petition to 
probate will in solemn form, in this 
Court on or before AUGUST 22, 
2022. 
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All ob-
jections to the petition must be in 
writing, setting forth the grounds of 
any such objections.  All objections 
should be sworn to before a notary 
public or before a probate court clerk, 
and filing fees must be tendered with 
your objections, unless you qualify 
to file as an indigent party.  Contact 
probate court personnel for the re-
quired amount of filing fees.  If any 
objections are filed, a hearing will be 
scheduled at a later date.  If no ob-
jections are filed, the petition may be 
granted without a hearing.
DON E. WILKES
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Jeanie Hooks
Clerk of the Probate Court
P. O. Box 70 / 125 South Main Street
Swainsboro, Ga. 30401
Address478-237-7091
Telephone Numberå
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Arrington, Suzanne 
Hedricks, Valerie 
Douglas, Jacob Kim-
mons, William Mckee, 
and LaToya Nealey, 
teachers; and Denise 
Whitmer, ELA teach-

er. Employee location 
placements are as fol-
lows: Arrington, Kim-
mons, Mckee and Ne-
aley, SMS; Hendricks 
and Whitmer, SHS; and 
Douglas, TCE.

 • Classified em-

ployments approved 
by the board includ-
ed Kristi Griffin, Me-
lissa Hampton, Tara 
Hayslip, Julie Oglesby, 
Letrice Pearson, Erica 
Pennington and Tayler 
Rountree, paraprofes-

sionals; Tracy Steele, 
MRSS paraprofession-
al; Trena Houston, par-
ent mentor 50%; James 
Crews, bus driver train-
er; and Linda Radford, 
bus driver. Employee 
location placements 

are as follows: Griffin 
and Pennington, SMS; 
Hampton, Oglesby and 
Pearson, SPS; Hayslip 
and Rountree, TCE; 
Steele, ECI; Crews and 
Radford, Transporta-
tion; and Houston, dis-

trict system.
 • Board mem-

bers approved certified 
employee resignations 
from Hannah Alexan-
der, PE Teacher; and 
Katie Collins, Shannon 
Cunningham, Sandra 
Newkirt and Clarence 
Taylor, teachers. Sub-
mitted resignations 
were made for follow-
ing locations: Alex-
ander, Cunningham, 
Newkirt and Taylor, 
SMS; and Collins, ECI.

 • Classified 
employee resignation 
approved by the board 
included Cassandra Al-
len, Tracy Bell, Denise 
Branch, Tamakia Ford 
and Carolyn McNeal, 
paraprofessionals; and 
Tara Green, school 
nurse. Submitted res-
ignations were made 
for following locations: 
Allen, Bell and Branch, 
SPS; Ford, SES; Green, 
SMS; and McNeal, 
TCE. 

 • The board 
approved certified em-
ployee transfer requests 
for Caleb Fields, SPED 
teacher; and Tyler John-
son, teacher. Approved 
transfers are as follows: 
Effective July 27, Fields 
will transfer his em-
ployment from SES to 
ECI and Johnson will 
transfer from SMS to 
ECI. 

 • Board mem-
bers also approved 
classified employee 
transfer requests sub-
mitted by Angela Bun-
yon, paraprofessional; 
and Bryanna Riner, sec-
retary/registrar. Ap-
proved transfers are as 
follows: Effective July 
27, Bunyon will trans-
fer from SPS to CTA 
and Riner will remain 
at the same campus of 
ECI, fulfilling a new 
position at that school.
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OMI vs. The...
(From front page)

BOE holds monthly... 
(From front page)

• $50,000 by Septem-
ber 1, 2022

• $100,000 by Decem-
ber 31, 2022

• $100,000 by January 
31, 2023

• $140,000 by February 
28, 2023

Making first motion 
for approval of the in-
stallment payment plan 
was John Parker. Dr. D.J. 
Davis seconded, and all 
remaining council voted 
accordingly. Mutual re-
leases to resolve the law-
suit between OMI and 
the city of Swainsboro 
are pending in the south-
ern district of Georgia 
case #6:21-cv-00068-
JRH-BKE. However, 
some are questioning… 
Should the city spend its 
allotted funds on a void-
ed contract for lack of 
service?

Recap
OMI first signed a con-

tract to perform work 
with the City of Swains-
boro in 1992.  Since 
that time, the company 
has undergone various 
structural changes and 
versions of corporate 
branding.  In 2016 OMI 
became affiliated with 
Jacobs Engineering.  
Through these changes 
however, the basic con-
tract remained in effect 
until issues began to arise 
approximately 3-4 years 
ago. In a September 2018 

meeting, Councilperson 
Sue Bragg introduced 
a motion in council 
committing the City of 
Swainsboro to an early 
renewal of the existing 
contract with Jacobs, also 
known as OMI. Though 
questioned by Mayor 
Charles Schwabe and 
other council members 
as to whether entering 
an early contract would 
be beneficial to the city 
rather than checking 
for lower bids from a 
more suitable company, 
Bragg’s motion passed 
on a 4-2 vote. Council-
persons Bragg, Bobbie 
Collins, Rita Faulkner, 
and Johnny Parker vot-
ed in favor while Coun-
cilpersons Sconyers and 
Johnny Ray Stafford op-
posed.

The following month 
in October, Mayor 
Schwabe addressed 
council on old business 
discussion that included 
the need for clarifica-
tions of the contract be-
tween the city and OMI. 
At that time, the city had 
already received mul-
tiple complaints on job 
performances of Jacobs/
OMI. At this meeting, 
issues discussed with 
Jacobs /OMI included 
the upkeep of the City 
Cemetery, Recreation 
Department, storm de-
bris clean up as well as 
the property of Matthew 
Bright. With complaints 

already made with this 
issue, City Administra-
tor Al Lawson request-
ed log information from 
Jacobs/OMI to go along 
with a Recreation De-
partment log to be sub-
mitted with a letter to 
address this issue.

In one month, during 
the city’s September 2019 
regular meeting session, 
the contract between 
the City of Swainsboro 
and Jacobs/OMI was 
again a topic on the ta-
ble. Bragg requested to 
inquire as to the upcom-
ing rebate contract that 
needed to be made with 
Jacobs for the month of 
September. This rebate 
contract, estimated at 
$40,000, was voted to be 
discussed at a workshop 
meeting scheduled for 
that month and includ-
ed topics such as prison 
crew detail work not be-
ing performed, trash and 
debris along roadways, 
an inquiry of a possible 
sinkhole not being inves-
tigated into, as well as Ja-
cobs’ status of short staff 
and multiple turnovers 
in jobs to have occurred.

By the November 2019 
meeting, Stafford ad-
dressed a reported water 
leak issue had yet been 
fixed in an appropriate 
timeframe by OMI em-
ployees. All members of 
council as well as May-
or Schwabe addressed 
concerns about the mat-

ter and were appalled 
that no representative 
from Jacobs was present 
to discuss the issue. By 
this time, the business 
relationship between 
the City of Swainsboro 
and Jacobs/OMI was 
strained as Jacobs/OMI  
still refused to perform 
and meet the specific 
needs of the city, and, 
pending legality, council 
voted 6-0 on not sign-
ing an extended contract 
with Jacobs/OMI and 
was forced to consider 
other suitable options 
for maintaining city 
services. By May 2020, 
Mayor Schwabe received 
the council’s approval to 
conduct further clarifica-
tion of the contract with 
Jacobs/OMI. 

During the July 2020 
regular meeting of city 
council, City Admin-
istrator Al Lawson ad-
dressed council with an 
internal problem faced 
by the City of Swains-
boro with one of its 
contracted companies, 
Jacobs/OMI. According 
to reported complaints 
of residents and council 
members, the compa-
ny, who is contracted to 
perform public works 
for the City of Swains-
boro, had been denying 
requests to perform ser-
vices, under the pretense 
the requests were not 
covered under the con-
tract. Requests included 

correcting water drain-
age issues, potholes, 
ditch draining, wash-
outs, sidewalk services, 
property clean-up of 
cemeteries and right- of-
ways, and other similar 
matters. It was also stat-
ed that OMI had made 
changes to the contract 
within the recent 45 days. 
Mayor Schwabe advised 
council that Jacobs/OMI 
representatives had until 
the end of July to resolve 
issues and respond to 
requests before legal ac-
tion would be pursued. 
Council then discussed 
the future of the city of 
Swainsboro’ s agreement 
with Jacobs/OMI. Dis-
cussion included the dis-
satisfaction with OMI’s 
performance and com-
pliance with job requests. 
Taking action, a motion 
was finally made to ter-
minate all services pro-
vided by Jacobs/OMI. 
In doing so, a deadline 
of September 15, 2020, 
was set for Jacobs/OMI 
to allow the removal of 
all equipment and per-
sonnel. With Parker and 
Collins opposing said ac-
tion, the vote passed 4-2. 
Ricky Stevens made first 
motion for approval, 
Sconyers seconded, and 
Stafford and Faulkner 
were in favor.  After the 
approval to terminate 
services with Jacobs/
OMI, Council then en-
tertained discussion on 

the future of the city’s 
water/wastewater and 
public works depart-
ments.  A motion was 
made to hire ClearWa-
ter Solutions from South 
Carolina to provide city 
services on an interim 
basis until a request for 
proposals from qualified 
firms could be written to 
allow for competing bids 
to be received by coun-
cil.. ClearWater started 
operations for the city on 
a month-to-month basis 
and also offered contin-
ued employment to all 
current employees who 
had formerly worked 
under Jacobs/OMI.  In 
favor of said discussion, 
Stevens motioned for 
approval and Stafford 
seconded. Faulkner op-
posed and Collins ab-
staining from the matter 
of voting on the item, 
but the vote passed on a 
4-1 vote.  By November 
2020, despite OMI re-
moving crucial informa-
tion regarding city oper-
ations and their refusal 
to provide the city with 
needed operation-relat-
ed documents,  the pres-
ence of ClearWater Solu-
tions and the company’s 
work performance had 
made a significant im-
provement in city ser-
vices and the company 
was commended on  job 
performance as shown in 
minutes of council meet-
ings. 


