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Downtown Swains-
boro was the place to be 
this weekend as the com-
munity celebrated the 
74.5 Pine Tree Festival. 

Activities kicked off 
Friday night with the 
Rhythm & Pines Music 
Festival featuring Sam’s 
Drive-In Band on the 
Square, Rhett Blount and 
Friends at the Boneyard 
Farmers Market Shelter, 
and the Swingin’ Medal-
lions at the Boneyard Pa-
vilion. The Gospel Stage, 
located behind the Eman-
uel County Tax Com-
missioner’s Office, also 
featured a variety of lo-
cal talent throughout the 
evening. 

After enjoying a fun-
filled evening of music, 
the crowds returned Sat-
urday morning for an 
exciting lineup of festival 
activities. 

The morning began 

with the Knotty Pine 5K 
race, which brought in 
runners from across the 
region. At approximate-
ly 10:00 a.m., all eyes 
turned to the main stage 
as Swainsboro Mayor 
Charles Schwabe wel-
comed the crowd, fol-
lowed by an invocation 
by Emanuel County Sher-
iff’s Office Major Nick 
Robertson, an introduc-
tion of the Pine Tree Fes-

tival’s Royal Court, and 
the National Anthem, 
led by Donna Haddock. 
Wade Johnson was then 
awarded the Green Jacket 
and deemed Grand Mar-
shal of the 2021 Pine Tree 
Festival Parade. 

The parade com-
menced at 10:30 a.m. 
with floats, marching 
groups, and other entries 
representing a variety 
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NON-PROFIT 1ST PLACE -  DELLWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH

Pine Tree Festival 2021 
deemed a success

PROFIT 1ST PLACE - THE FOREST BLADE

(Continued on page 2A)

Emanuel County 
Schools Superintendent 

search update
The Emanuel County 

Board of Education con-
tinues to make progress 
in naming a new superin-
tendent to replace retiring 
Superintendent Dr. Kevin 
A. Judy.

Among the steps com-
pleted in the process, the 
Board reviewed results of 
a survey of the communi-
ty and school system staff 
to seek input as to the 
characteristics desired in 
the new superintendent;  
adopted qualifications 
for the applications; ap-
proved and disseminated 
a recruitment brochure; 
reviewed applications; 
and interviewed candi-

dates that appeared to 
have closely met the qual-
ifications.

Thirty applications 
were received from a 
broad range of applicants.  
From these, a number of 
candidates were chosen 
for close review and were 
recently interviewed as 
the Board sought to de-
termine those applicants 
best qualified for the po-
sition.

At least 14 calendar 
days before taking final 
action on the position, the 
Board is required to make 
available to the public, 
documents for inspection 
and/or copying concern-

ing as many as three per-
sons under consideration 
whom the Board has de-
termined to be best qual-
ified for the position. 

Three applicants have 
been named by the Board 
as determined to be best 
qualified for the position.  
Information on these can-
didates is available at the 
Board office.  Those appli-
cants are in alphabetical 
order:

Mr. Anthony J. Aikens
Mr. Scotty W. Hattaway
Dr. Denise B. Warnock
The Board hopes to 

have a new superinten-
dent in place by Wednes-
day, May 19, 2021.

SCENE FROM GRAND OPENING AND RIBBON CUTTING

Unique Body Sculpting LLC hosts 
grand opening ribbon cutting

On Thursday, May 6, members of the community joined together for a ribbon 
cutting at Unique Body Sculpting LLC, located at 115 Roger Shaw St., Unit 9, in 
Swainsboro. Shunteese T. Young, CEO of Unique Body Sculpting, cut the ribbon 
to mark the occasion of her grand opening. 

The service Young performs is non-invasive body contouring with no down-
time and no pain. Young has more than five years of experience and is certified 
in all services she performs on her clients. Body sculpting is something she has a 
passion for, and she loves to see her clients’ end results. Young appreciates those 
in attendance at her grand opening and ribbon cutting and would like to thank 
everyone that came out to support her and her new business. 

SCENE FROM RIBBON CUTTING EVENT

Crossroads Nutrition holds ribbon cutting
Crossroads Nutrition, located at 108 West Main Street in Swainsboro, held a 
grand opening and ribbon cutting event Thursday, April 29, at 4 p.m. Samples of 
lit teas and finger foods were provided as refreshments. 

GREEN JACKET RECIPIENT, WADE JOHNSON
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of schools, businesses, 
non-profit organiza-
tions, and individuals. 
The following organi-
zations received awards 
for their parade entries:

• Non-Profit 1st 
place Dellwood Baptist 
Church

• Non-Profit 2nd place 
-Jesus Saves Church

• Profit 1st place - The 
Forest Blade

• Profit 2nd place - 
Swainsboro Financial 
Service

• Profit 3rd place - 
Central Georgia Chiro-
practic

The festivities con-
tinued after the parade 
with an antique tractor 
show, car show, chain-
saw carving demon-
strations by Tim Davis, 

and a kids zone with a 
selection of inflatables 
and rides. The parking 
lots located behind the 
Emanuel County Court-
house were filled with 
vendors offering every-
thing from crafts and 
face painting to home-
made ice cream and bar-
becue. 

Featured entertain-
ment included the Ju-
rassic Kingdom Di-
nosaur Show, which 
packed the stands for 
each of its three shows. 
The show engaged the 
little ones with a cast 
of realistic, interactive 
dinosaurs ranging from 
baby raptors to a T-Rex.  
In addition, Flight Crew 
Jump Rope wowed the 

crowds assembled for its 
three shows as the team 
of professional jump 
ropers demonstrated in-
credible acrobatics and 
choreography set to an 
upbeat soundtrack. 

Dubbed the 74.5 Pine 
Tree Festival, the event 
was slightly scaled back 
due to the impact of the 
pandemic. However, 
the weekend’s fantastic 
weather paired with the 
festival’s status as the 
first major community 
event since 2019, was 
the perfect recipe for a 
successful event. Fes-
tival organizers appre-
ciate the community’s 
support and are already 
working to make next 
year’s festival even bet-
ter. 
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Clemens named Swainsboro 
Exchange Club’s Overall Youth 

of the Year recipient
The 2021 Swainsboro 

Exchange Club Youth of 
the Year Awards Banquet 
was held Tuesday, May 
4, at The Rustic Grill. The 
National Youth of the 
Year Award provides the 
National Exchange Clubs 
with the opportunity to 
honor outstanding stu-
dents who have exhib-
ited excellence in aca-
demics and leadership. 
It is the culmination of 
an effort by hundreds of 
Exchange Clubs across 
the country to identify 
and recognize the young 
leaders of our nation. The 
recipient serves as a role 
model to his or her peers, 
by exhibiting exceptional 
scholastic achievement, 
respect for self and oth-
ers, and ambitious career 
goals. National Youth of 
the Year recipients have 
illustrated that the dil-
igent pursuit of high-
er ideals truly brings 
rewards.

The process for select-
ing the National Youth 
of the Year begins at the 
local club level. Exchange 
Clubs provide a yearly 

recognition of outstand-
ing youth in their com-
munities. Each club 
selects a Youth of the 
Year and forwards an 
application for district 
(or state) judging. District 
honorees are judged at 
the national level for the 
final selection of the pres-
tigious National Youth of 
the Year.

The National Youth of 
the Year receives a $10,000 
scholarship and the 
opportunity to address 
hundreds of Exchangites 
at the National Youth 
Recognition Luncheon. 
In addition, the recipients 
winning essay is featured 
in Exchange Today mag-
azine.  This year’s theme 
and essay topic is “I rec-
ognize my responsibili-
ty in shaping America’s 
future:   I have stepped 
out of my comfort zone 
during uncertain times 
and made a difference.  
I am part of history and 
here is where it started”.

The Youth of the Year 
application scores the 
youth on several sec-
tions of achievement: 

School related activi-
ties, Community service 
activities, grades, spe-
cial achievements and 
awards, and finally the 
essay. All these are scored 
and totaled up allowing 
us to come up with over-
all scores and the win-
ner(s).

The Scholarship award-
ed on the local level is 
$450 for first place and 
$350 for second place.

Emanuel County Youth 
of the Year contestants 
included Swainsboro 
High School students, 
Layla Conner and Daniel 
Cruz; Emanuel County 
Institute students, Sarah 
Kersey and Jack Davis; 
and David Emanuel 
Academy students, 
AnnaKade Clemens and 
Garrett Claxton. 

Clemens was named 
the overall winner. She 
was awarded a $600 
scholarship and will 
advance to the Georgia 
District competition. 
Kersey placed second 
and received a $400 
scholarship.

BACK ROW: SWAINSBORO EXCHANGE CLUB CHAIRMAN MARK 
WILLIAMS, DAVIS, CRUZ AND SWAINSBORO EXCHANGE CLUB 

CO-CHAIRMAN DR. KEVIN A. JUDY
FRONT ROW: CONNOR, KERSEY AND CLEMENS

Pine Tree Festival...
(from front page)

NON-PROFIT 2ND PLACE -JESUS SAVES CHURCH 

PROFIT 2ND PLACE - SWAINSBORO FINANCIAL SERVICE

Citizens Bank Student 
Advisory Board visits 

East Georgia State 
College

On Monday eve-
ning, April 26, for the 
thirteenth consecutive 
year, the Citizens Bank 
Student Advisory Board 
held their monthly meet-
ing at East Georgia State 
College. The Student 
Advisory Board is com-
prised of quality high 
school seniors represent-
ing Swainsboro High 
School, ECI, and David 
Emanuel Academy. 
Approximately 30 mem-
bers of the 40-member 
board were in atten-
dance. They were accom-
panied by board spon-
sors Leck Boatright, Vice 
Pres ident/Mortgage 
Executive; and Angie 
Cavanah, Assistant Vice 
Pres ident/Customer 
Service. The program is 
a learning experience as 
well as being highly ben-
eficial for future financial 
success, an opportunity 
for leadership training 
and community involve-
ment. Students apply for 
the program and submit 
recommendations from 
teachers as well as have 
a private interview to be 
chosen for the board.

The group gathered 

in the Luck Flanders 
Gambrell Auditorium 
where they were wel-
comed by Jim Beall, 
Associate Vice President 
for Academics and 
Enrollment at EGSC. 
Beall then introduced 
Michael Wernon, EGSC’s 
Director of Financial 
Aid, who presented 
the program, which 
encompassed infor-
mation about college 
Financial Aid. Wernon 
spoke on how to com-
plete a FAFSA, apply for 
scholarships, and what 
websites were the best 
resource for the students 
and their parents. Each 
one of the board mem-
bers received a handout 
for easy reference as they 
prepare to submit appli-
cations for financial aid 
and scholarships to the 
various institutions they 
will be attending in the 
fall. 

Following the presen-
tation, the group gath-
ered in the rotunda for 
a picture, then followed 
Angie Williams, Director 
of Event Planning & 
Scheduling at EGSC, to 
the newly opened Jean 

A. Morgan Student Life 
Center expansion for a 
tour. Prior to the tour, 
Williams informed the 
group whether they were 
attendinag EGSC in the 
fall or another college, 
they were always wel-
come on the East Georgia 
campus. For those who 
may be interested in get-
ting extra classes com-
pleted while on winter 
or summer break from 
another college, Williams 
told them about becom-
ing a transient student at 
EGSC and having their 
course credits transferred 
back to their institution. 

The members of the 
board, along with their 
advisors, enjoyed touring 
the new addition of the 
Jean Anderson Morgan 
Student Activities 
Center. The meeting 
and tour ended in the 
Richard L. Brown Dining 
Hall, where the group 
was treated to a delicious 
buffet meal provided by 
the East Georgia State 
College Foundation. 

CITIZENS BANK ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS AT EGSC

The Forest-Blade
The Forest-Blade is pub-
lished weekly by Eman-
uel County Newspa-
pers, Inc., 416 W. Moring 
Street, Swainsboro, GA. 
$1.00 per copy, $38 per 
year in-county and $49 
per year out-of-county.
POSTMASTER: Send 
POD Form 3579 to Eman-
uel County Newspa-
pers, Inc., P.O. Box 938, 
Swainsboro, GA 30401.
Telephone 478.237.9971.
Periodical Postage paid 
at Swainsboro, GA 30401.
(USPS 204-840)
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Emanuel County Chamber 
Member Spotlight: 
Mill Pond Kayak

Mill Pond Kayak was 
founded in 2009 by Wesley 
Hendley. After earning a 
zoology degree from the 
University of Georgia in 
1983, Hendley’s career 
path led to 25 years as a 
manufacturing engineer.  
But, upon retiring in 2009, 
he decided to return to 
his original interests and 
founded Mill Pond Kayak. 
With a lifelong history of 
hunting, fishing, camping, 
and enjoying a variety 
of water-related outdoor 
activities, this was a per-
fect fit!  He says that kay-
aking is a unique way to 
exercise the body while 
relaxing the mind. He 
especially enjoys helping 
people create memorable 
experiences with friends 
and family while devel-
oping an appreciation for 
the natural beauty in our 
midst. 

Mill Pond Kayak offers 
guided tours on the pad-
dling trails of George L. 
Smith State Park’s his-
toric 412-acre mill pond, 
and occasionally on other 
waterways including the 
Ogeechee and Ohoopee 
Rivers. Kayaks, paddles, 
and PFD Vests are pro-
vided, or you may bring 
your own. Pictures are 
taken during each tour at 
no extra charge. The calm, 
black water is the perfect 
venue for kayakers of all 
ages, and no experience 
is required. The tours are 
great for small groups or 
large, including couples, 
family and friends, pho-
tographers, birthdays, 
reunions, company pic-
nics, church activities, 
scout troops, school clubs, 
and more. Come see birds 
nesting in spring, start a 
summertime water fight, 
or enjoy the colorful 
reflections of fall. 

Mill Pond Kayak’s mis-
sion is to be safe, enjoy, 
and have fun! They value 
going the extra mile to 
ensure that each visitor 
has a great experience. 
If anyone doesn’t have a 
good time, the tour is free.  
So far, everyone has paid! 
When asked why Mill 
Pond Kayak is a Chamber 
member, Hendley, found-
er and sole operator, stated 
that he feels it’s important 
to support the Chamber’s 
efforts to serve our busi-
ness community and grow 
our local economy. This 
improves the quality of 
life for all our citizens. In 
turn, the Chamber offers 
resources and helps to 
promote his business.

Hendley is heavily 
involved in the communi-
ty, holding current and past 
positions in several orga-
nizations. He is a member 
of Georgia’s Classic South 
Travel Association and a 
Board Member of Historic 
Twin City, Georgia, Inc. 
He previously served on 
the Chamber Board as 
Chairman of the Tourism 
Committee and is a for-
mer Board Member of the 
Development Authority 
of Twin City and Friends 
of George L. Smith State 
Park. An interesting fact 
about Hendley is that 
after almost twelve years 
in business, he’s paddled 
over 5,000 miles and is 
quite sure at least 1,000 
of them have been while 
going backwards!

Mill Pond Kayak’s 
address is P.O. Box 576, 
Twin City, GA, 30471. 
Hours of operation include 
any day of the week during 
daylight hours, except 

only in the afternoons on 
Sundays. Advance res-
ervations are required. 
Contact Mill Pond Kayak 
at 478-299-6616 or visit 
Mill Pond Kayak online 
at www.millpondkayak.

com. Keep up with Mill 
Pond Kayak updates via 
social media through 
Facebook (facebook.com/
MillPondKayak) and 
Instagram (@millpond-
kayak).

HENDLEY RELAXING IN A KAYAK 

MILL POND KAYAK LOGO

KAYAKERS ENJOYING MILL POND KAYAK 
RENTALS
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SEND A CARD TO SOMEONE EXPERIENCING 
THE LOSS OF A LOVED ONE.

David Henry Gambrell
David Henry Gambrell 

died peacefully at home 
on May 6, 2021, after a 
brief period of declin-
ing health. A proud 
and lifelong resident of 
Atlanta, David graduat-
ed from public schools 
there, and then from 
Davidson College (1949) 
and Harvard Law School 
(1952) with honors. 

The summer after law 
school graduation, David 
met Luck Flanders of 
Swainsboro, Georgia at 
the National Democratic 
Convention in Chicago, 
and the following year 
they married and spent 
an extraordinary 62 years 
together until Luck’s 
death in 2015.

David began his legal 
career as an associate 
partner at King and 
Spalding in Atlanta. In 
1963, he co-founded 
the firm that became 
Gambrell and Stolz, 
which merged in 2007 
with what is now Baker 
Donelson. During his 
long professional career, 
David was elected to 
serve as President of the 
Atlanta Bar Association 
(1965-66) and President 
of the State Bar of Georgia 
((1967-68). He was 
awarded the State Bar’s 
Distinguished Service 
Award (2002), The 
Atlanta Bar’s Leadership 
Award (2007), and the 
Outstanding Service 
Award of the American 
Bar Association 
Foundation in 2012. 
David made time for civic 
life as well. Among the 
Boards and Commissions 
where he dedicated time 
and expertise were The 
Atlanta Legal Aid Society, 
The Atlanta Mission, 
Habitat for Humanity, 
The Carter Center, and 
The Buckhead Coalition.

In the 1960s and 1970s, 
David was active in polit-
ical life, helping then-
State Senator Jimmy 
Carter in his guberna-
torial races, and serving 
as Chair of the Georgia 
Democratic Party in 1970. 
In 1971, he was appoint-
ed by then-Governor 
Carter to fill the unex-
pired term of US Senator 
Richard B. Russell. While 
in Washington, David 
led the successful effort 
to pass a $250 million 
loan guarantee to keep 
the Lockheed Aircraft 
Corporation from bank-
ruptcy. At the time, 
Lockheed was a major 
Georgia employer and 
critical to the state’s 
economy. Not being 
re-elected to the Senate, 
David returned to his 
law practice in Atlanta 
and took the opportunity 
to spend more time with 
family, friends and his 
interests, which includ-
ed history and genealo-
gy. His lifelong curiosi-
ty about family history 
led him to remote towns 
around the world. All of 
this culminated in his 
book, “Georgia Girl,” 
which focused on the life 
and times of his ancestor 
Ann Grace in the years 
leading up to the Civil 
War.

David visited all 159 
counties in Georgia and 
maintained friendships 
statewide. He spent 
many hours hunting 
and fishing in his adopt-
ed stomping grounds in 
Emanuel and Jefferson 
Counties, and thorough-
ly enjoyed bringing 
home wild turkeys to 
cook for Thanksgiving 
at Cooter Creek Farm. 
He also had an agrari-
an streak that inspired 
him to cultivate his side 
yard in Atlanta, startling 
visitors with urban corn-
rows and grapevines. 
For a while, he kept bees, 
and later made wine in 
his Buckhead Atlanta 
kitchen.

As a father David 
was patient and rarely 
heavy-handed, believ-
ing that his children 
could learn more from 
making their own deci-
sions and mistakes. As 
a friend and co-worker, 
he was a trusted advisor, 
showing malice toward 
no one, ever. He was an 
active member of First 
Presbyterian Church, 
where he served as an 
Elder for many years 
and taught a men’s Bible 
Class. David moved to 
Lenbrook Retirement 
Community after the 
death of his wife, Luck. 
There he was able to 
spend time with many 
new and old friends, 
including Jeanne Martin. 
David and Jeanne mar-
ried in 2016, and had 
an active and happy life 
together attending social 
and cultural activities, 
traveling and playing 
golf whenever possible.

In addition to his 
wife Jeanne, David is 
survived by his chil-
dren Luck Davidson, 
Henry Gambrell, Alice 
Gambrell (David Rollo), 
and Mary G. Rolinson 
(Frank). He also was 
proud grandfather to 
Dave, Charlotte (Tyler 
Quinn), and Kathleen 
Davidson, and Callum 
and Duncan Rolinson.

The Gambrell family 
extends deep apprecia-
tion to David’s Executive 
Assistant, Bonnie 
Johnson, who worked 
with him for a remark-
able 33 years. Alisa 
Bingham and Karen 
Pittman were constantly 
there to give David love 
and care during their 
many years of helping 
the entire family.

For those who wish to 
make a donation in mem-
ory of David’s life, you 
may send gifts to Atlanta 
Mission, Potter’s House, 
P.O. Box 20017, Atlanta, 
Ga., 30325 or go online to 
https://Atlantamission.
org/ways-to-give/

GAMBRELL

Jo Ann Pollett, 77
Mrs. Jo Ann Pollett, 77, 

of Norristown, passed 
away Tuesday, May 4, 
2021 at her residence 
following an extended 
illness. Funeral services 
were Friday, May 7, 
at 2 p.m. in the chap-
el of Chapman Funeral 
Home with Reverend 
Joe Bedgood officiat-
ing. Interment followed 
at Ebenezer Methodist 
Baptist Church Ceme-
tery. The family received 
friends Thursday, May 6, 
from 6 to 8 p.m. at Chap-
man Funeral Home.

Pallbearers were Jeff 
Coleman, Brandon Mor-
ris, Derek Sharpton, 
Brent Mann, Charlie Wil-
son, and Ken Rutherford.

Mrs. Pollett was born 
October 20, 1943, in 
Swainsboro, to the late 
Hubert Warren Durden 
and Ruby  Mae Hall 
Durden. She iss preceded 
in death by her parents; 
husband, Carlos Pollett; 
and daughter, Tracy Mor-
ris Short.

Survivors include her 

sons, Raymond Morris 
(Susan) and Ashley Pol-
lett (Gayla), both of Nor-
ristown; daughter, Carla 
Pollett of Norristown; 
brother, Hugh Durden 
(Kathy) of Macon; sis-
ter, Deborah Johns  of 
Metter; grandchildren, 
Brandon Morris, Jessica 
Johnson, Derek Sharp-
ton, Harli Cheyenne 
Moore, and Jada Pollett; 
7 great-grandchildren; 
several nieces, nephews, 
and many friends.

Chapman Funeral 
Home of Swainsboro 
was in charge of arrange-
ments.

POLLETT

Sara Riner Hudson Claxton, 
94

D u r d e n - H u d s o n 
Funeral Directors 
announces the death of 
Mrs. Sara Riner Hud-
son Claxton, age 94, of 
Swainsboro, on Tuesday, 
May 4, 2021 at her res-
idence. Funeral services 
were conducted Thurs-
day, May 6, at 11 a.m. in 
the Peebles-Curry Memo-
rial Chapel with Rev. 
Rusty Moore and Rev. 
Jim Harrell officiating. 
Visitation was Wednes-
day, May 5, from 6 to 8 
p.m. at the funeral home. 
Interment followed in the 
Union Primitive Baptist 
Church Cemetery. CDC 
social distancing guide-
lines were observed and 
masks were encouraged 
for your safety and the 
health and well-being of 
others.

Pallbearers were Bryan 
Flanders, Brent Hudson, 
Russ Harrell, Hunter 
Moore, Justin Strickland, 
Mason Manning, and 
Levi Manning.

Mrs. Claxton was born 
in Swainsboro on Sep-
tember 25, 1926. She was 
the daughter of the late 
Dennis and Charlotte 
Faircloth Riner. Mrs. Sara 
retired as a seamstress 
with Creston Knitting 
Mills, and is of the Baptist 
faith. She enjoyed flow-
er gardening, fishing, 
and cooking. However, 
her greatest joy was her 

family - spending time 
with them and caring 
for them. Mrs. Claxton is 
preceded in death by her 
parents; husbands, Oli-
ver “Jr.” Hudson Jr. and 
Elder William Claxton; 
son, Jerry Oliver Hud-
son; sisters, Anne Rober-
son, Dora Mae Wiggins, 
and Maggie Youngblood; 
brothers, Earnest “Slim” 
Riner, Oscar Riner, and 
I.T. Riner; and stepson, 
Harold Claxton.

Survivors include 
daughters, Judy Moore 
(Russell), Linda Flan-
ders, Barbara Strick-
land (Allan), and Jessie 
Garrett (Donnie), all of 
Swainsboro; stepson, 
Lewis Claxton of Swains-
boro; 14 grandchildren; 
18 great-grandchildren; 
4 great-great-grandchil-
dren; numerous nieces, 
nephews, and extended 
family.

D u r d e n - H u d s o n 
Funeral Directors is in 
charge of arrangements.

CLAXTON

Janis Hopkins Drake
Janis Hopkins Drake, 

of Midville, died 
Sunday, May 2, 2021 
in Augusta.  Funeral 
services were held 
Thursday, May 6, 
at 1 p.m. from the 
Midville Baptist Church 
with  Reverend Daryl 
Cox and Reverend 
Terry Quick officiating. 
Interment followed at 
Hawhammock  Baptist 
Church Cemetery. The 
family received friends 
at Tomlinson Funeral 
Home Wednesday from 
6 to 8 p.m.

Pallbearers were 
Scotty Hall, Darrell 
Hall, David “Spec” Hall, 
David Hopkins, Nicky 
Drake, Jeff Drake, Micky 
Frederick, and Landan 
Frederick.

Ms. Drake was born 
in Emanuel County, 
daughter of the late 
Elzie Hopkins and 

Emma Hutcheson 
Hopkins. She attended 
Midville Baptist Church 
where she was very 
faithful in her atten-
dance in Sunday School 
and Church, and sang 
in the Church Choir. 
Ms. Drake is preceded 
in death by her par-
ents; brothers, Charles 
Ray Hopkins, Thomas 
Hopkins, and Wendell 
Hopkins; sister, Shelba 
Jean Hopkins Hall; 
and husband, William 
“Billy” Drake.

Survivors include  her 
sister, Nell West; 3 
sisters-in-law, Gail 
Edenfield, Gail Drake, 
and Susie Bishop; sever-
al nieces and nephews; 
and her “Fur Babies, 
Scooter, Jill, Drake, 
Ralph, and Packey.

Arrangements were 
by Tomlinson Funeral 
Home and Crematory.
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A Place for YOU!
by BISHOP BERTHA 

JONES
As things began to get 

chaotic in this world,  ev-
eryone is looking for a 
special place. They are 
looking for a place of 
their own, a place where 
they feel comfortable. 
My, how much time, re-
sources and effort are 
spent on trying to make 
your home a special 
place. Everyone would 
like for their place to feel 
secure. As we purchase 
valuables, we want them 
to be safe. For safety rea-
sons, people began to 
try to secure their homes 
with alarms, cameras  
and guns. They began to 
lock themselves in their 
own homes, so where is 
the comfort? It sounds 
like troubled hearts and 
insecurity in your own 
place.

But in St. John  Chapter 
14,  Jesus told His disci-
pline not to have a trou-
bled heart. He told them  
not to let their hearts be 
afraid because He is go-
ing away to prepare a 
place for them. In His 
Father’s house are many 
mansions. He is prepar-
ing a place for His disci-
ples because He is com-
ing back to get them. Yes, 
He is coming back just 
like He said. Why would 
He prepare somewhere 

for you to live forever 
and not come back for 
you and take you there? 

The place that Jesus 
has prepared cannot be 
reached  through naviga-
tion. It is not accessible by 
boat, truck, car, nor plane. 
NASA and spaceships 
cannot get you there. Je-
sus is the only way to get 
to that prepared place. He 
said in His Word, “I am 
the way, the truth and the 
life, and no man comes to 
the Father, but by Me.”  
The prepared place is in 
His Father’s house.

Matthew Chapter 6 and 
verses  19-20 tells us not 
to lay treasures up on 
earth because moth cor-
rupts and thieves break 
through and steal. “But 
lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor 
dust  corrupt, nor thieves 
do not break through nor 
steal.”  

So today, accept Jesus  
to come and live in your 
heart now so you can live 
with Him forever in the 
place which He has pre-
pared for you. Yes, you 
have a special place pre-
pared just for you. This 
is a prepared place for a 
prepared people. Prepare 
yourself today by receiv-
ing Jesus as your person-
al Savior. You are special 
and loved by Him.

EMBA WITH BRINSON

EMBA shares the Gospel
by PASTOR JOE BED-

GOOD
 The E.M.B.A. is the Eman-

uel Missionary Baptist Asso-
ciation, which includes 24 
churches that work together 
on different things through-
out the year. These churches 
are also a part of the South-
ern Baptist Convention. This 
past Saturday as a part of the 
Pine Tree Festival about a 
dozen folks worked togeth-
er to share the gospel with 
anyone who would be will-
ing to hear it.  It required a 
simple  survey of five to six 
questions. Once they took 
the survey they were eligible 
for a free sno-cone and they 
got a chance to win a PS4 

prize package. Keith Brinson 
was the winner of the prize 
package!  

After the survey if anyone  
wanted to hear the gospel, 
they would have some-
one open the bible and let 
them read the scriptures for 
themselves. Many took this 
opportunity to hear what 
God’s word said to them 
and then prayed to receive 
Christ! It was a great day of 
outreach. The people in this 
world need Jesus and it is 
our responsibility to share 
his good news with them. 
After all, the good news is 
only good news if it gets to 
them in time!

Betty Hall Anderson, 96
D u r d e n - H u d s o n 

Funeral Directors 
announces the death of 
Mrs. Betty Hall Ander-
son, age 96, of Twin 
City, on April 21, 2021 
at her residence. Memo-
rial services will be held 
on Saturday, May 15, at 
11 a.m. in the Twin City 
First Baptist Church 
with Dr. Bill Perry offi-
ciating. CDC social dis-
tancing guidelines will 
be observed and masks 
are encouraged for your 
safety and the health 
and well-being of oth-
ers.

Mrs. Anderson was 
born January 1, 1925 in 
Miami, Florida to the 
late William, Jr. and 
Annie Laurie Rountree 
Hall. She was a member 
of the Twin City First 
Baptist Church. Mrs. 
Anderson loved attend-
ing her Sunday School 
class and being with her 
Sunday School class-
mates. She enjoyed play-
ing the piano and organ. 
One of Mrs. Ander-
son’s greatest loves was 
her 32 grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren, 
and great-great grand-
children. She enjoyed 
playing golf, cards, the 
beach, and going to 
Biloxi, Mississippi. Mrs. 
Anderson retired as an 
LPN from Candler Hos-

pital in Savannah. In 
addition to her parents, 
she is preceded in death 
by her husband, Robert 
Anderson; son, Samuel 
Joseph Overstreet, III; 
two sisters, Lottie Jean 
Hall and Mary Lerwick; 
granddaughter, Jody 
Anne Whetsell; daugh-
ter-in-law, Patsy Over-
street; and step-son, 
Robert W. Anderson, Jr.

Survivors include her 
daughters, Jann Henry 
of Twin City, Jeannie 
Moxley (Tommy) of 
Shellmans Bluff, and 
Judy Whetsell (John) 
of Twin City; step-son, 
Bill Anderson (Renee) 
of Florida; 32 grandchil-
dren, great-grandchil-
dren, and great-great 
grandchildren; nieces, 
nephews, and extended 
family.

D u r d e n - H u d s o n 
Funeral Directors was 
in charge of arrange-
ments.

ANDERSON
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May 11, 1961
L.L. JOYNER RESIGNED; TOOK POST AT GEORGIA SOUTHERN
Lloyd L. Joyner, Jr., principal of Emanuel County Institute of Twin City since 1956, ten-
dered his 
Resignation to accept the post of Registrar at Georgia Southern College in Statesboro. In 
addition to his principal duties at ECI, Mr. Joyner held a number of posts in area school 
associations and groups. He was president of the First District High School Principals 
Association, 1960-61, and was executive secretary of Region 2-B, Georgia High School 
Association, sine 1957. (visit emanuelcountylive.com to see contestants’ photos)

LAYTON TO SPEAK AT POSTMASTER MEET
Carl Layton, national president of the National League of Postmasters, was among the 
guest speakers at the annual convention of the Georgia branch of the organization May 
21-23 at the Gen-Oglethorpe Hotel on Wilmington Island, Savannah. The league had been 
serving postmasters since 1904.  (visit emanuelcountylive.com to see contestants’ photos)

May 12, 1971
GAY CHOSEN FESTIVAL QUEEN
Miss Paulette Gay, student at ECI, reigned over festivities at Emanuel County Pine Tree 
Festival. Daughter of Mr. And Mss. M.L. Gay of Twin City, she was crowned Pine Tree 
Festival queen during the annual beauty contest in Swainsboro High School auditorium. 
Her official escort was Eddie Brown.  (visit emanuelcountylive.com to see contestants’ 
photos)

CHAMPIONSHIP GOLFERS
Maurice Driggins holds the championship title of Emanuel County’s Pine Tree golf tour-
nament. George DeLoach took second place honors in the championship flight in Thurs-
day’s play-offs and championship in Flight B went to Butch Parrish of Swainsboro. With 
the winners are Dr. H.R. Frost tournament chairman, and Harold Knowlton, who as-
sisted with trophy presentations. Gene Baird took top honors in Championship Fight C. 
(visit emanuelcountylive.com to see contestants’ photos)

May 13, 1981
VOLUNTEERS ELECT MRS. FRECKER
 Mrs. Robert Frecker was elected president of Emanuel County Hospital and Nursing 
Home Volunteers. Others elected to officer were Mrs. Al Seckinger, vice president, Miss 
Sue Stanford, secretary, Mrs. J.D. Cruce, secretary, and Mrs. Randolph Cardoza, historian. 
Mrs. Bonnie Ogburn was named nominating committee chairman with Mrs. Woodruff 
Kea serving on her committee. (visit emanuelcountylive.com to see contestants’ photos)

PARTICIPATING IN EXCERISE
PFC James W. Fields, Jr., the son of Mr. and Mrs. James Fields Sr, of Swainsboro, partic-
ipated in exercise Hardened Steel III with the 2nd Armored Division, Fort Hood. PFC 
Fields was a Cannon Crewman assigned to C Battery, 1st Battalion, 3rd Field Artillery. 
Hardened Steel III is an Armored Division moving to and operating out of field locations. 
The exercise is designed to trail soldiers to live and accomplish training requirements 
while in a field environment for an extended period of time. PFC Fields attended Swains-
boro High School. (visit emanuelcountylive.com to see contestants’ photos)

May 15, 1991
‘GET HOPPIN’
‘Get Hoppin’ was presented by the Swainsboro Primary classes of Mrs. Patti Oglesby and 
Mrs. Ginny Smith May 21 at 7 p.m. at the Middle School auditorium. The play, funded by 
a grant from the Emanuel County Mini-Grant program, was written by Jill Gallina and 
was part of the Honors Day program. Getting in the act were Keli Hall, Clay Price, Holly 
Boatright, and Ana Warnock. (visit emanuelcountylive.com to see contestants’ photos)

PRESENT LEARNING AIDS
Members of Cub Scouts Pack 205, Twin City, presented learning aids to the kindergarten 
classes at Twin City Primary School. The Cubs made the items as part of their crafts-
man achievement requirements. Shown with some of the items are Wade Johnson, Chad 
Thompson, Kindergarten teacher Tammy Carr, Brandon Neal, Daniel Lacy, and Dustin 
Woods. (visit emanuelcountylive.com to see contestants’ photos)

May 9, 2001
THIS IS FUN!
Swainsboro Primary School students enjoyed “Reading is Fun Day” held Friday, May 4. 
These students are delighted as they watch their teacher go down the slide. Other activ-
ities included music, a visit by Ronald McDonald, and a pie throwing contest. Students 
also had the opportunity to read with parents and take Accelerated Reader test. (visit 
emanuelcountylive.com to see contestants’ photos)

CAMERON TAKES 55TH PINE TREE INVITATIONAL
On a day when birdies were hard to come by, Josey Cameron sank a curling 30-foot putt 
on number 16 to take the prestigious Pine Tree Invitational Golf Tournament title.  (visit 
emanuelcountylive.com to see contestants’ photos)

May 11, 2011
KELLUM AWARDED GREEN JACKET
Rodney Kellum was presented the Green Jacket by previous winners, Jimmy Morgan 
and Senator David Gambrell. (visit emanuelcountylive.com to see contestants’ photos)

NAIL WINS PINE TREE TENNIS 18U SINGLES
Gordon Nail, Jr, age 17, was named the Pine Tree Tennis 2011 Boys 18U Singles Champ. 
He was a full-time student at East Georgia College through the Move On When Ready 
program during the time. He and Austin Proctor, son of Donald and Staci Avery, won the 
Runner-Up Medals in the Boys 18U Doubles competition. (visit emanuelcountylive.com 
to see contestants’ photos)
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This week’s Hometown 
Public Servant is Captain 
Richard Peacock with 
the Swainsboro Police 
Department. 

Captain Peacock 
has been a resident of 
Swainsboro since moving 
to the area with his par-
ents at the age of three-
years old. Following 
high school graduation, 
he was enlisted in the 
military for a short peri-
od of time before return-
ing home to further his 
education. He attended 
Swainsboro Tech, pur-
suing an electrician 
degree before stumbling 
upon his career as a law 
enforcement officer. 

“Growing up, I remem-
ber always being amazed 
by the lights and sirens of 
police vehicles and won-
dering what was going 
on. I didn’t have a goal to 
become an officer when 
I was old enough to do 
so. In fact, I didn’t know 
what I wanted to do, 
but I’m glad I made the 
decision to work in law 
enforcement,” Captain 
Peacock stated.

Captain Peacock 
began his career with 
the Swainsboro Police 
Department in 1982 as 
a patrol officer. Within 
his first year with SPD, 
Peacock ranked his way 
up to sgt. detective effec-
tive September 1, 1992. 
On March 5, 2021, he 
received another pro-
motion, being his most 
recent rank as captain.

Did you know: 
September 2021 will mark 
20 years since Captain 
Peacock began his career 
with the Swainsboro 
Police Department. 

Fun fact: Each year, 

LEOs are required to 
complete 20 hours of 
training on top or work-
ing regular shift hours. 
Since the beginning of 
his career to current day, 
Captain Peacock has 
completed a grand total 
of 1,596 hours in training.

“It was surprising that 
I received this promo-
tion,” Captain Peacock 
stated, “I was and still 
am very appreciative of 
it. It means a lot to me.”

Working in law enforce-
ment, Captain Peacock 
says his most enjoyable 
part about his position is 
serving the local commu-
nity by ensuring crimes 
are solved and crime 
rates remain at a low. For 
this to actually take place, 
law enforcement rely on 
assistance from the pub-
lic so that investigations 
can be solved. In order 
to form that bond of 
trust with locals, Captain 
Peacock’s strategy is sim-
ple – treat others with the 
same respect you wish to 
receive. 

“I’ve always treated 
others the way I want 

to be treated. I’ve never 
passed judgement, 
regardless of what some-
one did,” he commented.

Instead of condemn-
ing others,  Peacock took 
the opportunity to help 
when possible which has 
aided in building com-
panionship with locals.

Since becoming 
an employee of the 
Swainsboro Police 
Department, Peacock has 
worked under the direc-
tion of four chiefs, Ken 
Daniels, Smith Edenfield, 
Johnny Shuman, and cur-
rent Swainsboro Police 
Chief Randy Ellison.

When asked if he would 
like to address anything 
to the local community, 
Captain Peacock stated 
the following:

“I wish to see the com-
munity be more involved. 
I encourage members 
in the community to get 
involved and get to know 
the local law enforcement 
officers. When and if they 
do, they’ll realize there 
are a lot of good officers 
who care about this com-
munity. I think we have 
a department that this 
town should be proud 
of. Not only our depart-
ment, but the Emanuel 
County Sheriff’s Office 
too. I enjoy Swainsboro.. 
It’s a great communi-
ty with a great support 
system. I know this to 
be true because I was 
once a recipient of com-
munity support and I’ll 
never forget the sup-
port that I received. I 
love Swainsboro and the 
people in it,” Captain 
Peacock concluded.

Peacock is the son of 
Bobby and Kay Peacock. 
He was happily married 
for 30 years. From this 
union came one son, 
Benjamin Clay Peacock, 
age 34.
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Twin City issues 
proclamation for 

Professional Municipal 
Clerks Week

A Proclamation, is-
sued by City of Twin 
City, on May 4, 2021 re-
solves that the week of 
May 2 through May 8, 
2021 was designated as 
“ Professional Munici-
pal Clerks Week.”

Unanimously adopted 
by the City Commission 
of Twin City, the Procla-
mation extends appre-
ciation to all Municipal 
and Deputy Clerks for 
the services with which 
they provide their com-
munities.  Specifically, 
the Proclamation cites 
that the Clerk “serves as 
the professional link be-
tween the citizens, the 
local governing bodies 
and agencies of govern-
ment at other levels.”

The Proclamation was 
presented to City Clerk 
Eugenia (Genia) Duck-
er and signed by May-
or Matt Donaldson.  It 
also honors Municipal 
and Deputy Clerks for 
“continually striving to 
improve the adminis-
tration of their duties 
through participation 
in education programs, 
seminars, workshops 
and annual meetings 
of their state, province, 
county and internation-
al professional organi-
zations.”

The International In-
stitute of Municipal 
Clerks (IIMC), a pro-
fessional association 
of City, Town, Town-

ship, Village, Borough, 
Deputy and County 
Clerks, sponsors Munic-
ipal Clerks Week.  IIMC 
has 14,700 members 
throughout the United 
States, Canada and 15 
other countries.

IIMC President Mary 
Johnston, MMC, and 
Clerk of Council for 
the City of Westerville, 
Ohio, urges Munici-
pal and Deputy Clerks 
to highlight the im-
portance of their roles 
and functions and the 
impact the Municipal 
Clerk’s office has on the 
public.

“There are many re-
sponsibilities of the 
Municipal and Depu-
ty Clerk that the public 
takes for granted, such 
as keeping the council 
advised of legislation 
that affects them,” said 

Johnston. “Yet, if Clerks 
are inattentive in their 
duties, then the efficient 
operation of our local 
government is greatly 
affected.

“The functions of 
the Clerk necessitate a 
thorough knowledge 
of law procedure, ad-
ministration and inter-
personal relations. To 
keep up with the con-
sistent transformation 
in local government, 
many Clerks participate 
in continuing educa-
tion and seminars and 
attending Clerk Insti-
tutes,” said Johnston.

“Genia is doing a great 
job as our City Clerk. 
We could not run the 
City of Twin City with-
out her and the rest of 
our clerks,” said Mayor 
Matt Donaldson. 

DUCKER Hometown Public Servant: 
Richard Peacock

PEACOCK

As part of Historic 
Twin City’s Centennial 
Celebration, the city 
of Twin City will host 
its annual Memorial 
Day observance service 
on Monday, May 31, 
beginning at 5 p.m. at 
the Oglesby/Pavilion 
Welcome Center. 

Memorial Day ob-
servance is a great op-
portunity for families 
to show their children 
what this great coun-
try is about. It is an op-
portunity to meet some 
great veterans who may 
have fought in World 

War II, Korea, Vietnam, 
Iraq, Afghanistan and 
some smaller conflicts 
in between. 

The City of Twin City 
encourages communi-
ty support and extends 
a special invitation to 
all veterans. If you are 
a veteran and plan to 
attend this celebration, 
RSVP by May 28 by 
contacting Huddie Cul-
breth at 478-763-2696 or 
mainstreet@twincityga.
com. 

Information on 
Memorial Day

Memorial Day is an 
American holiday, ob-
served on the last Mon-
day of May. Originally 
known as Decoration 
Day, it originated in the 
years following the Civ-
il War and became an of-
ficial federal holiday in 
1971. Many Americans 
observe Memorial Day 
by visiting cemeteries 
or memorials, holding 
family gatherings and 
participating in parades. 
Unofficially, it marks the 
beginning of the sum-
mer season.  

Often when a loved 
one passes, the funeral 
service held for them 
is called a celebration 
of life. Family, friends, 
neighbors, and even 
co-workers stand be-
fore the congregation 
and talk about the de-
ceased’s good qualities, 
and may even share 
funny stories about 
good times had in his or 
her company. Though 
the audience appreci-
ates the fond memo-
ries, the one who real-
ly needs to hear them 
can’t.

That’s why I was so 
glad to witness a true 
celebration of life as 
friends, family, and 
neighbors performed a 
drive-by celebration of 
C.B. Badie’s 90th birth-
day. To say that he was 

surprised is an under-
statement. You have no 
idea how blessed he felt 
to see so many vehicles 
lining the street just to 
honor his special day.

As the long line of 
vehicles made its way 
to the house, everyone 
was honking horns, 
cheering, blowing noise 
makers, and yelling 
“happy birthday”. At 
first, he wondered what 
in the world was going 
on. Even though some 
of the cars were deco-
rated, it still didn’t click 
that this was for his 
birthday. When I told 
him that all the com-
motion was for him, 
he stared in disbelief. 
During the entire event 
he kept repeating, “I 
didn’t know people 
thought so much of 

me.” After all the excite-
ment ended and the last 
well-wisher had gone, 
Dad and I sat down and 
read each card together. 

So, thank you to ev-
eryone for making my 
dad feel so special and 
so loved. The smile 
still hasn’t left his face. 
A special thank you to 
Sis. Damita Bynes for 
organizing the entire 
event. Thank you also 
to all of you who ei-
ther didn’t know about 
the drive-by, or who 
couldn’t participate, 
but came to visit or sent 
your well-wishes by 
mail. Each and every 
greeting touched Dad’s 
heart and made this a 
birthday that he will 
never forget!

God bless you all,
Christine Badie

Letter to the Editor

Twin City announces 
upcoming Memorial Day 

service with flag retirement
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The Reverend and 
Mrs. M. Franklin Sasser 
of Garfield and Mr. 
and Mrs. Keith Carr 
of Statesboro formally 
announce the engage-
ment of their daugh-
ter, Miss Libby Carr, to 
Mr. Colin Neubauer of 
Atlanta, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. John Neubauer of 
Gainesville.

Miss Carr, a gradu-
ate of Georgia Southern 
University, is a certi-
fied public accountant 
and fraud examiner 
employed by Aprio, LLP 
in Atlanta.

She is the granddaugh-
ter of Mrs. Arlene Carr, 
the late Mr. and Mrs. 
Dickey Harrison, as well 
as the late Mr. Emory 

Carr.
Mr. Neubauer, a grad-

uate of the University of 
Georgia, is an investment 
banker employed by 
Truist Securities.

He is the grandson 
of Mrs. Barbara Amor 
of Lexington, Missouri, 
Mrs. Marlies Wilkerson 
of Moberly, Missouri, 
the late Mr. Herbert 
Amor, the late Mr. Horst 
Neubauer, and the late 
Mr. Duane Wilkerson.

Miss Carr and Mr. 
Neubauer will wed at the 
Georgia State Railroad 
Museum in Savannah on 
September 18, 2021. The 
couple plans to reside in 
the Atlanta area. Friends 
and family will receive 
formal invitations.
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Miss Carr, Mr. Neubauer 
to wed in Savannah

MR. NEUBAUER AND MISS CARR

Miss Collins to wed 
Mr. Oglesby this fall

Mr. Pete and Mrs. Patty 
Akridge of Stillmore 
and Mr. Elvis and Mrs. 
Paula Meeks of Vidalia, 
and Mr. Randy and Mrs. 
Kim Oglesby Sr. of Mil-
len proudly announce the 
engagement and upcom-
ing marriage of their chil-
dren, Mr. Matthew Gar-
rett Oglesby and Miss 
Brittany Karmen Collins. 

The bride-elect grad-
uated from Emanuel 
County Institute in 2013. 
She is a stay-at-home 
mother. Collins has 
two children, Addys-
on Brown and Gannon 
Copeland. Together, 
Oglesby and Collins 
have one daughter, Lil-
lyan Oglesby. Maternal  
grandparents of Collins 
are Wanda Collins and 
the late Durwood Col-
lins. Paternal grandpar-
ents are Danny Collins of 
Baxley, Lewis and Joan 

Akridge of Stillmore and 
the late Katherine Bright.

The future groom 
attended Jenkins Coun-
ty High School. He is 
employed with Carson 
Cross Farm of Midville. 
His maternal grandpar-
ents are the late Alex and 
Lucille Saxon. Paternal 
grandparents include 
Lynell Oglesby of Millen 
and the late Sonny Ogles-
by. 

The wedding will take 
place November 20, 2021 
at 4:30 p.m. at Mossy 
Oak Farm in Brooklet. A 
reception will follow at 
the same location. Family 
and friends of the cou-
ple are invited to attend. 
Formal invitations will be 
sent. Oglesby and Collins 
are registered at Amazon. 
RSVP for their wedding 
by visiting theknot.com/
brittany-garrettwedding. OGLESBY AND COLLINS

ECI FBLA holds awards ceremony
ECI FBLA gathered to 

honor outstanding mem-
bers in an end-of-year 
awards program held in 
the cafeteria at the school. 
The evening kicked off 
with dinner catered by 
Simply Southern. After 
lunch Mrs. Stefanie Mason, 
Emanuel County Schools 
CTAE Director, delivered 
the keynote address.  Mrs. 
Mason discussed the im-
portance of building your 
resume. She talked about 
the ways to do this by join-
ing a Career Technical Stu-

dent Organization (CTSO) 
and the importance of 
community service.  

Then FBLA officers be-
gan by enlightening the 
group on the different 
conferences that members 
attended this year.  Mrs. 
Jessica Smith, adviser 
then presented awards to 
outstanding students that 
have excelled in competi-
tions throughout this year.

Officers conducting the 
ceremony were Catarina 
Wilson, Andrea Pullen, 

Kati-Brooke Hooks, Taylor 
Radford, Breana Librizzi, 
Destiny Akridge, Alaya 
Hudson, Lily Kate Rob-
ertson, as well as    adviser 
Mrs. Jessica Smith.

Special guest included 
Board of Education Mem-
ber Tanya Lane, CTAE Di-
rector Stefanie Mason, As-
sistant Superintendent of 
Curriculum and Learning 
Toni Terwilliger, ECI Prin-
cipal  Anetria Edenfield, 
and ECI Assistant Princi-
pal Brooke Frye.  

BACK ROW: ANDREA PULLEN, DESTINY AKRIDGE, BREANA LIBRIZZI, 
KATI-BROOKE HOOKS, SALMA CUEVA AND LILY KATE ROBERTSON

FRONT ROW: TAYLOR RADFORD, CATARINA WILSON, 
ALAYA HUDSON AND FAITH MINCEY

Getting 
married?

Come by 
The Forest-Blade 
and pick up a 

wedding packet!
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President Denise War-
nock called the April 26 
meeting of Delta Kappa 
Gamma to order at 6:30 
p.m. at the Jean Ander-
son Morgan Student 
Center at East Georgia 
State College.  The Soci-
ety was meeting face to 
face for the first time in 
a year. 

The President wel-
comed members and 
guests and asked Patri-
cia Walden of the host-
ess committee to give 
the inspiration.  Her top-
ic was “Love Lasts Longer 
Than School.”  The final 
seconds of school unfor-
tunately seem to never 
end, but we want God’s 
love to last forever.  Oth-
er hostesses were Chair 
Donna Campbell, Cindy 
Ware, Catherine Page, 
Petite Garrett, Betsy 
Johnson, Kaye Mincey, 
and Marcia Stefansen.	

After a delicious meal, 
Jean Schwabe, Scholar-
ship Committee Chair, 
presented the program.  
She recognized the two 
grants-in-aid recipients 
for 2021, Kaci Alana 
Aldrich and Gracie Rae 
Smith.  Aldrich is an 
East Georgia State Col-
lege sophomore major-
ing in Early Childhood/
Elementary Education, 
and she is the daughter 
of Timmy and Belinda 
Aldrich of Twin City.  
Smith is an EGSC soph-
omore and the daugh-
ter of Mark and Shelli 
Smith of Kite. Smith and 
her parents were pres-
ent for the award.

In the business ses-
sion, the minutes of the 
February meeting, as 
well as the treasurer’s 
report were approved.

Warnock recognized 
Kay Hooks, who is the 

Georgia State Organi-
zation scholarship re-
cipient.  She was one of 
only three to receive the 
$2000 award for 2021 
and was recognized 
at the State Conven-
tion.  	

Melanie Frye, Proj-
ects Committee Chair, 
collected notes of en-
couragement that will 
be presented to 72 
new teachers in our 
four-county service 
area.  The teachers will 
also receive gift cards 
from our chapter.  

Mary Ann Peebles, 
Membership Commit-
tee Chair, assisted by 
Tammy Gray, present-
ed pins and certificates 
to members.  Ten-year 
recipients were Laura 
Moore, Tammy Gray, 
and Toni Terwilliger.  
Twenty-year pins went 

to Sue Brewton, Mar-
tha Cobb, and Beverly 
Lawson.  Thirty-year 
memberships were Joan 
Davis, Petite Garrett, 
Gail McRae, and Vikki 
Womack and forty-year 
recipients were Betsy 
Johnson and Mary Ann 

Peebles.
Warnock presented a 

beautiful potted gera-
nium to Past President 
Tammy Gray in appre-
ciation for her excellent 
service.  Door prizes 
were awarded before 
the meeting adjourned.
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Delta Kappa holds April meeting

MRS. GRAY AND DR. WARNOCK

STC announces Grace E. Smith 
Scholarship recipient

On behalf of the South-
eastern Technical College 
(STC) Foundation and the 
family of Grace Smith, 
STC announced Gina Wil-
liamson as the recipient of 
the annual Grace E. Smith 
Memorial Scholarship.

“It has been a pleasure 
getting to know Gina as 
the recipient of this year’s 
Grace E. Smith Memo-
rial Scholarship. She is 
an excellent student and 
is currently in the Prac-
tical Nursing program 
on Southeastern Tech’s 
Swainsboro Campus.  I 
know she will be success-
ful in her future nursing 
career and she will rep-
resent STC well,” said 
Blythe Wilcox, executive 
director of institutional 
advancement.

This $1,000 scholar-
ship was established in 
2014 by the friends and 
family of Grace Smith, 
the daughter of Eric and 
Laura Smith from McRae, 
Georgia and Community 
Hospice. The scholarship 
is awarded once per year 
to a student in a health 
care program. 

Grace lost a 10-month 

battle with cancer in 
2013, at twenty years of 
age. Grace’s choice to live 
in peace and hope for a 
future not only inspired 
her family and commu-
nity, but all who came in 
contact with her.  Grace’s 
memory and her legacy 
of love and inspiration 
live on through the work 
and generous donations 
of those who support the 

Grace E. Smith Memori-
al Scholarship.  You may 
learn more about Grace 
and her journey at http://
www.dayofgrace.org/. 

“Being touched by hos-
pice in my own family 
put an additional con-
sideration on working in 
hospice care,” said Gina. 
“I thank the Smith fami-
ly for offering this schol-
arship opportunity and 

allowing me to continue 
my dream of becoming a 
nurse.”

Williamson resides in 
Lyons with her husband 
and their two sons. 

For more information on 
scholarship opportunities 
at Southeastern Technical 
College, visit www.south-
easterntech.edu or call 
(912) 538-3100 or (478) 
289-2200. 

ERIC AND LAURA SMITH PRESENTING GRACE E. SMITH 
SCHOLARSHIP TO WILLIAMSON 

GRANT RECIPIENT SMITH WITH PARENTS, MARK AND SHELLIE
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Darin & Hillary

This week’s Cooks of the Week are newly engaged couple Darin M. Griner of 
Swainsboro and Hillary P. McGahee of Harlem. Darin is the son of Lisa M. Griner 
and Craig B. Griner, and father to Hadley M. Griner of Swainsboro, Mackenzie P. 
Griner, and Landon M. Griner of Bristol Vermont. Darin is a full-time firefighter 
and would help anyone in any way he could. He enjoys spending his time outdoors, 
hunting, fishing and playing golf. 
Hillary is the daughter of Kimberly and Nathan Martinez of Harlem, and mother 
of Jackson N. Knoeferl, Kevin C. Knoeferl, and Madison C. Knoeferl of Harlem. In 
her spare time, Hillary enjoys singing, being outdoors and volunteering time with 
the elderly. 
Here are three recipes they would like to share. Enjoy!

From the kitchen of Darin & Hillary

Chicken Supreme

	 • 1 box Escort crackers (4pkg.)
	 • 1 can cream of mushroom soup
	 • 1 can cream of chicken soup
	 • 1 small carton sour cream 
	 • 1 small jar pimento
	 • English peas (optional)
	 • 6 chicken breasts, cooked, deboned and cut into pieces
	 • 1 stick butter

Crumble  two packages of crackers in the bottom of three quart casserole. 
Melt and dribble 1/2 stick butter over crackers. Lay chopped chicken over 
this. Mix together soups, sour cream, pimento and peas. Spoon on top of 
chicken. Crumble remaining crackers on top. Melt 1/2 stick butter and drib-
ble over crackers. Bake at 325°F for about 40 minutes.

Green Pepper Steak

	 • 1 lb. beef chuck or round
	 • 1/4 c. soy sauce
	 • 1 clove garlic
	 • 1 1/2 tsp. grated fresh ginger or 1/2 tsp. ground ginger
	 • 1 c. green onion. sliced thin
	 • 1 c. red or green peppers, cut into 1 inch squares
	 • 2 stalks celery, sliced thin
	 • 1 Tbsp. cornstarch
	 • 1 c. water
	 • 2 tomatoes, cut into wedges

	 • 1 lb. hamburger meat 
	 • 2 small onions
	 • 3/4 tsp. salt
	 • 1/4 tsp. pepper
	 • 1/4 c. ketchup
	 • 1 small can tomato sauce
	 • shredded cheese, Cheddar
	 • 1 can biscuits

Brown meat and onions; drain. Mix salt, pepper, ketchup and tomato sauce 
with meat and onion mixture; simmer 5-10 minutes. Place in casserole, put 
cheese on top (as much as desired). Put biscuits on top and bake at 300°F for 
30 minutes.

Cheeseburger Casserole

With a very sharp knife, cut beef across grain into thin strips 1/8-inch thick. 
Combine soy sauce, garlic and ginger. Add beef; toss and set aside. Heat oil 
in large frying pan or wok. Add beef and toss over high heat until browned. 
Taste meat, if it is not tender, cover and simmer for 30 to 40 minutes over low 
heat. Turn heat up and add vegetables. Toss until vegetables are tender-crisp, 
about 10 minutes. Mix cornstarch with water. Add to pan; stir and cook until 
thickened. Add tomatoes and heat through.

From the kitchen of Darin & Hillary

From the kitchen of Darin & Hillary

Local authors enjoy book signing
A book signing for local 

authors Dena Walden and 
Jocelyn Kiyara Williams 
was held from 4 until 5:30 
p.m. at Patriot’s Square 
in downtown Swainsboro 
on Friday, April 30. The 
event was sponsored by 
the Swainsboro-Eman-
uel County Chamber of 
commerce and offered an 
opportunity for locals to 
meet and greet with the 
authors.  

“I’ve always wanted to 
write a children’s book. It 
has been on my bucket list 
for quite some time. I have 

been in education for 15 
years but it wasn’t until 
becoming a mom that I 
truly had the desire to pur-
sue writing my own book. 
When the pandemic hit is 
when I really pursued my 
first book,” Walden com-
mented when asked what 
prompted her to publish 
her book The Year We 
Stayed at Home. 

Walden said the illustra-
tion process for her second 
book has begun.

Williams, age 9, author 
of Grace Needs Hay, said 
it was her love for her pet 

goats that prompted her 
book publication. “I want-
ed to write a book to let 
everybody know about 
my animals and how I 
love them so much,” Wil-
liams stated.

Making a special appear-
ance  with Williams was 
her best friend and pet 
goat G.G., Grace’s baby 
goat is the main character 
in her book. Williams also 
stated that a second book 
is in the works and also 
announced that her goat, 
Grace, recently had a set 
of twins, a girl and a boy. 

WALDEN, ACCOMPANIED BY HER DAUGHTER, SIGNING A COPY OF 
HER BOOK 

WILLIAMS, ACCOMPANIED BY HER MOTHER, SIGNING 
A COPY OF HER BOOK

WILLIAMS FEEDING GRACE

JEAN AND RODNEY BECKWORTH

Seedling Garden Club 
recognizes Beckworth home 

as May ‘Yard of the Month’
The Seedling Garden Club proudly announces that the May 2021 Yard of the 

Month is the home of Jean and Rodney Beckworth.  Jean and Rodney live at 311 
Deer Creek West, Swainsboro. The Beckworths enjoy working in their yard to help 
Emanuel County stay beautiful. 

Nominations for Yard of the Month are welcomed for each month. The Seedling 
Garden Club wants to honor homeowners and organizations that personally work 
so diligently with pride and love to maintain their yards.  Please call in your nom-
inations to 478-299-2733 or 478-494-6754. 
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by CASEY JONES
Graduation is almost upon us, which means a 

whole new generation of people are going to be tak-
ing the next step toward carving their path through 
life. The most likely destination is college for most 
students who graduate high school; however, this 
week’s story throws a wrench into this conventional 
method of educational pursuits. This story involves 
a young woman who is not only graduating high 
school this month, but she just graduated college, 
too! That woman is 18-year-old Ke’Asia Marion, who 
began attending college during the 9th grade, when 
she was just 15 years old. 

Ke’Asia was born in Swainsboro and attends both 
Swainsboro High School and East Georgia State 
College (EGSC). She graduated from EGSC on May 
5th, and she will graduate high school on May 21st. 
How uncanny is that for a young person - to grad-
uate college before you graduate high school? One 
day you’re donning your hat and gown, walking up 
to the podium to receive your collegiate degree, two 
weeks later you’re doing the same thing, except for 
high school. It’s truly a remarkable feat. 

What, then, does Ke’Asia think about it all? When 
asked what led her to decide to take on this academic 
pursuit, she responded, “For a while, I was getting 
bored with my classes in high school. That’s not 
to say that my teachers were boring, but that I just 
didn’t feel challenged enough.” 

Ke’Asia wanted to push the boundaries of what 
her mind was capable of, and though it was difficult 
at first to balance learning high school and college 
curriculums simultaneously, she feels the journey 
was worth it. 

“Initially I just wanted to get my feet wet starting 
off college, so I chose ‘easy’ classes that summer. I 
took a general psychology course and an English 
course,” Ke’Asia said. 

When she started at EGSC, Ke’Asia walked into 
a different atmosphere. She went from being the 
same age as everyone in her high school classrooms 
to “basically being everyone’s child in college,” she 
said. 

“At first I was nervous the entire first day in col-
lege. The entire class thought I was joking when I first 
told them my age during our introductions,” Ke’Asia 
said. But when the shock wore off, the gravity of 
what Ke’Asia was attempting started to settle in on 
her new classmates. 

“I started getting asked if I really was sure I wanted 
to do this. I told them, ‘I think I can do this.’”

Sometimes when attempting such a momentous 
task, you must take necessary precaution and even 
make sacrifices to complete a goal. However, in 
Ke’Asia’s case, she said it was dedication and support 

that kept her going. It was a team effort to accomplish 
Ke’Asia’s goal, and although Ke’Asia’s mother feels 
that her daughter deserves the credit, Ke’Asia thinks 
it’s her mother that should be recognized. 

“It was really just pure dedication that inspired me. 
As well as keeping my parents and counselors in the 
know about what was going on each day. Having 
everyone on the same page,” Ke’Asia said. “I really 
don’t think I would have made it through it without 
my mother and my counselors.”

The people that really inspire Ke’Asia to do her 
best, no matter what, are her parents and sister. 

“My parents have really good-paying jobs that they 
didn’t need a lot of schooling or education to get. 
My mom works for Interfor, and my dad is a welder, 
which are really good jobs. After thinking about it, I 
realized my generation wouldn’t be able to get such a 
good-paying job without a college degree, or I didn’t 
think so. I went to college to figure out what I really 
wanted to do as far as my career is concerned. As far 
as I was concerned, all I had to do was show up and 
pass.” Ke’Asia continues, “The goal was always an A, 
but I quickly learned you’re not going to get an A out 
of everything. That experience was really humbling.” 

Ke’Asia says that she was inspired at a young age 
by the human brain and how it functions. It was this 
idea that inspired her to pursue a psychology major 
in college. This interest in psychology actually stems 
from her younger sister, or more specifically how and 
why her younger sister acts differently than her and 
has different interests, even though the girls grew up 
in the same household. 

“She likes blue and I like red. It’s kinda weird 
because we have the same parents, living in the same 
household, so what really makes us different?” It was 

this question that molded into Ke’Asia’s fascination 
with psychology.

This mentality is going to take Ke’Asia even fur-
ther, as she plans on transferring to Albany State to 
complete her Bachelor’s degree in psychology. At 
only 18 years of age, she is on track to have a career at 
an earlier age than most. This privilege is not lost on 
her though, as she says, “I am certainly blessed with 
this. Although it is hard at times, I definitely aim to 
reach my destination.” 

Believe it or not, Ke’Asia still finds the time to have 
a social life and even a social media life, something 
she says has benefited her during this journey. 

“I’ve met a lot of people over the internet that have 
motivated me more than some people I’ve known my 
whole life,” she expressed. 

Ke’Asia has had to make one notable sacrifice 
though, and that is what she refers to as “leisure 
time.” She said, “I don’t really have much time to 
watch TV or play video games, or anything like that, 
so that is one sacrifice I have had to make.” However, 
even with everything going on in her life, she still 
finds a way to get, in her own words, “my eight hours 
of sleep.” As if that wasn’t enough, she also finds 
the time to work a part-time job with Taco Bell! In 
essence, Ke’Asia truly is Superwoman. 

This is something Ke’Asia’s mom, Lashonta, also 
echoes about her daughter. “I’m extremely proud of 
her, and words could never be put into a sentence to 
express how deeply proud of Ke’Asia I am and my 
family as a whole,” Lashonta said. “She has so much 
support from all over within the family. What this 
means to my family is that she will be the first out of 
our family to graduate from college and high school 
simultaneously.” 

There are not a great many people in the world that 
could make such a claim, regardless of their family 
and background. To be able to graduate high school 
and college at the same time is no common feat. 

Lashonta said that it really cannot be understated 
what Ke’Asia was able to do and how much credit 
her daughter deserves for accomplishing such a feat 
as graduating from both high school and college at 
the same time. 

“I believe what Ke’Asia has done will set the tone 
for future students and details that this can be done 
if you put forth the required hard work and determi-
nation it takes to stay the course. If we put our minds 
to something and realize that we are responsible for 
our own success--that alone will resonate with other 
students who may decide that they want to do what 
Ke’Asia has done.” 
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Marion to graduate high school and college this month

MARION WITH HER EGSC DIPLOMA

Levis talks about changes in his office
by WHITLEY 

CLIFTON
During the year 

1976, Attorney Brett 
Merrill opened a law 
firm in Swainsboro. 
Just 10 years later, in 
1986, Attorney Jesse C. 
Stone joined the firm 
that became known as 
Merrill & Stone LLC. In 
2004, the firm welcomed 
Attorney Jon Levis to 
the office. 

A native of New 
Jersey, Levis relocated 
to Georgia in 1997 as 
an Emory University 
undergraduate continu-
ing his education at the 
University of Georgia, 
School of Law. After 
excelling through his 
studies and graduating 
cum laude, Levis grad-
uated law school in 2004 
- the same year he was 
admitted to the prac-
tice of law in Georgia 
and began his career at 
Merrill and Stone LLC. 
The firm has remained 
a community staple 
within Emanuel County 
throughout the years 
since its establishment 
and has continued to 
provide dedicated ser-
vices in Swainsboro and 
many other cities. 

Shortly after Levis 
began his career at the 
local law firm, Attorney 
Merrill retired from his 
capacity. The firm has 
since seen other chang-
es in office - some that 
have already occurred 
and others that are still 
in the works.

On February 22, 
2021 Attorney Stone 
was appointed to the 
Superior Court Bench 
in the Augusta Judicial 

Circuit of Georgia, 
leaving Levis the only 
attorney in office and 
prompting the name 
change of the firm to 
Levis Law Firm LLC. 
Since the changes in 
office and impacts faced 
by the Covid-19 pan-
demic, Levis has spent 
more time at the firm’s 
Swainsboro setting, 
which has allotted him 
more time to focus on 
developing solutions to 
better serve local com-
munity needs. 

In an effort to pro-
vide services across the 
spectrum for clients in 
a small-town setting, 
one of the first solutions 
Levis plans to introduce 
in the rural area is tele-
conferencing services. 
Through implementing 
this service, Levis aims 
to provide sufficient 
services to reduce trav-
el and time spent away 
from work and home to 
make court appearances 
by providing resources 
to utilize and ensure an 
effective process. 

In addition to the 
firm’s recent name 
change and focal point 
solutions, Levis has also 
made a virtual update 
by launching a new 
website, https://www.

levislawfirmllc.com. By 
visiting the link, inter-
ested clients can access 
background information 
about the firm as well as 
access contact informa-
tion and review practice 
areas offered by Levis 
Law Firm LLC.

“We offer a variety of 
very siversal services 
and are excited to offer 
more effective solutions 
to the local community. 
Levis Law Firm will con-
tinue, as it has always 
done, to provide high 
quality, effective and 
cost-efficient legal repre-
sentation to our clients,” 
Levis commented. 

Professional admis-
sions of Levis include 
State Bar of Georgia, 
2004; U.S. District 
Court for the Southern 
District of Georgia, 2004; 
U.S. District Court for 
the Middle District of 
Georgia, 2005; United 
States Court of Appeals 
(11th Cir.), 2007; United 
States Supreme Court 
2008, Supreme Court 
of Georgia, 2008; and 
Court of Appeals of 
Georgia, 2008. Levis is 
a member of the Middle 
Judicial Bar Association, 
W. Homer Drake, Jr.; 
Georgia Bankruptcy 
American Inn of Courts, 
Georgia Inn of Courts 
(2015), American 
Association of Justice 
(2006), American Bar 
Association, Association 
of Trial Lawyers of 
American (2006).

Levis Law Firm LLC. 
is located at 101 South 
Main Street. Inquires 
can be made through the 
firm’s online website or 
by calling 478-237-7029.

LEVIS
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PARTICIPANTS GATHER FOR PRAYER

Oak Park hosts National Day 
of Prayer service

The City of Oak Park recognized National Day of Prayer by hosting a prayer 
service in the city’s park on Thursday, May 6. The service was led by Don Carroll, 
Oak Park resident and pastor of Pathway Church of God.

RINER WITH ECI  JR. ROTC STUDENTS

GSP Trooper Riner visits 
ECI Jr. ROTC

Georgia State Patrol 
Trooper Payton Riner vis-
ited with the ECI Junior 
ROTC program during the 
students’ career day held 
May 4 at the Twin City 
school setting. He spoke 
with students about his ca-
reer and where it all start-
ed for him. Trooper Riner 
also spoke about his time 
as an ECI student, what 
motivated him, and some 
of the phenomena he had 
to absorb in life along his 
journey. Trooper Riner 

stated that he was no dif-
ferent in his adolescence 
years as those juveniles of 
today, but it took  his se-
nior year in high school to 
realize he needed a plan, a 
goal, and support to reach 
his aspirations in life, 
which lead him toward the 
law enforcement field. 

Trooper Riner was mo-
tivated by his family, he 
wanted them to be proud 
of him for his accomplish-
ments. He also communi-
cated that no matter what 

obstacles are encountered 
in life, you can overcome 
those obstacles if you have 
a plan, a goal, and a sup-
port system to attain life-
long success. 

“Bottom line, up front 
- there are no shortcuts in 
being successful,” Troop-
er Riner stated during his 
visit. 

Trooper Riner’s inspir-
ing speech cultivated ca-
dets to never give up and 
stick to what they want to 
be in life. 

AAMI MEMBERS WITH LEADERS AT END OF SEMESTER EVENT

The AAMI D.R.I.V.E. at East 
Georgia State College

Part of the mission at 
East Georgia State Col-
lege (EGSC) is educating, 
graduating, and serving 
communities. The Afri-
can American Male Ini-
tiative (AAMI) program 
mirrors that goal. Com-
pleting college offers a 
stronger path to career 
opportunities, personal 
growth, and even finan-
cial security. AAMI stu-
dents enhance their abil-
ity to grow and triumph 
while at EGSC. The 
commitment to the pro-
gram teaches students 
to DRIVE through col-
lege instead of walking. 
The African American 
Male Initiative (AAMI) 
expectations are clear: 
Dedication, Respect, 
Inspiration, Vigilance, 
and Excellence! There-
fore, they are required to 
DRIVE. 

The students are em-
powered by mentors 
and are encouraged to 
maintain a strong broth-
erhood while navigat-
ing through some of the 
obstacles they may face 
while in college. A new 
program was imple-
mented Fall 2020 called 
Men of Courage Series, 
where students in AAMI 
attended zoom meetings 
with prominent and pro-
fessional African Ameri-
can males in the commu-
nity. The Men of Courage 
Series has been instru-
mental in the DRIVERS 
allowing them to hear 
and learn from the pre-
senters who shared their 
stories of success and 
issues they had to over-
come to obtain the cour-
age to succeed. 

“With the struggle that 
African American males 
are experiencing, I want 
to instill some positivi-
ty and encouragement 
in them while they are 
pursuing their educa-
tion. What other way to 
do this then by allowing 

successful African Amer-
ican males to empower 
our students to persevere 
while in college and to 
validate their decision to 
complete college,” said 
Dr. Kittrell-Mikell who 
serves as an AAMI Co-
ordinator on the Swains-
boro campus. “In addi-
tion, students who are in 
the program are required 
to complete communi-
ty service, and this year 
they hosted recruitment 
fairs at Swainsboro High 
School. Who better to re-
cruit students to come to 
East Georgia, than our 
current students?” 

In Fall 2020 guest 
speakers included, Dr. 
Georj Lewis, President 
of Atlanta Metropolitan 
State College, Dr. TaJuan, 
Associate Vice President 
of Inclusion & Chief Di-
versity at Georgia South-
ern University, Dr. Fran-
cys Johnson, Attorney of 
Law in Statesboro, Mr. 
Marty Holder, Assistant 
Principal at Statesboro 
High, Mr. Kevin Holder, 
Executive Director in At-
lanta, Mr. Jonathan Mc-
Collar, Mayor of States-
boro, Mr. Hardie Davis, 
Mayor of Augusta, and 
Mr. Van Johnson, Mayor 
of Savannah, Georgia. 

In Spring 2021 guest 
speakers were, Dr. Jer-
maine Whirl, President 
of Augusta Technical 
College, Dr. Anthony 
Howard, Internal Med-
icine in Swainsboro, 
Mr. Spencer R. Moore, 
Commissioner of the 
Georgia Department of 
Drivers Services, Mr. 
Kevin Thigpen, City of 
Atlanta Police Depart-
ment, and Captain Ken-
ny Thompson, Bulloch 
County Sherriff Depart-
ment. Another Spring 
activity that the students 
participated in virtually 
was Georgia Southern 
University’s Black Man 
Empowerment Summit 

which covered topics 
such as “When They See 
Us: Black Men Navigat-
ing White Spaces” facil-
itated by Mr. Paris Law-
rence, “Black Boys Don’t 
Cry…Or Do They?” 
facilitated by Mr. Nehe-
miah McClendon, and “I 
am Who I am, but Who 
Am I?” facilitated by Dr. 
Christopher Pugh. Yet, 
one of the most highly 
favored meetings was 
Barbershop Talk. This 
program encouraged 
African American males 
(from all three EGSC 
campuses) to engage 
in intellectual conver-
sations and topics that 
affect them. Topics such 
as black male identity in 
America, education, his-
tory, politics, and sports 
as it pertains to an Afri-
can American male.

AAMI students have 
shown a great appreci-
ation for the program at 
EGSC. Upon graduating

from EGSC, AAMI 
DRIVERs leave with at 
least one of the following 
attributes: stronger lead-
ership skills, academical-
ly energized and grate-
fulness for their AAMI 
experience. It has been 
ascertained that African 
American males perform 
better in college when 
they feel welcomed and 
embraced by the com-
munity. Continued sup-
port from Dr. Sandra 
Sharman, Vice Presi-
dent for Academic and 
Student Affairs; Mrs. 
Karen Jones, Associate 
Vice President of Stu-
dent Affairs; Mr. Antre’ 
Drummer, Director of 
AAMI, Dr. Damon An-
drews, AAMI Coordina-
tor (Statesboro) and Mr. 
Nick Kelch, AAMI Coor-
dinator (Augusta) helps 
strengthen the commit-
ment to help student re-
tention and completion.

RINER WITH A SECOND GROUP OF ECI  JR. ROTC STUDENTS

Total Wellness Session 
scheduled for May 18

The second session of the 2021 Total Wellness Series is scheduled for Tues-
day, May 18, at noon, at the Sudie A. Fulford Community Learning Center 
on the campus of East Georgia State College. Emanuel Medical Center will 
provide useful information on COVID-19 and vaccinations. Bailey Creamer, 
Director of Pharmacy, will provide the program.

The session is free and is made possible through a partnership with Eman-
uel Medical Center, East Georgia Healthcare Center, East Georgia State Col-
lege, Queensborough National Bank and Trust Company, UGA Extension, 
and CarePartners. There is no cost to participate, and enrollment is limited to 
20 people. The session will feature lunch, a presentation, handouts and door 
prizes. Social distancing guidelines will be followed, and face coverings are 
required. Pre-registration is required and may be made with Harley Smith at 
the Fulford Center at (478) 289-2464 or by email hdsmith@ega.edu.
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FRONT ROW (L-R) SAM LAWRENCE, LAWSON FRYE, 
KAMM’RYNN BELL

BACK ROW (L-R) LAUREN SAPP, GRACE MCBRIDE, SARAH BETH 
KERSEY, SPENCER LAWRENCE, AND JOSE HERNANDEZ

4-H poultry judging teams 
win at area contest

by Jakyn Tyson
  Eight 4-H’ers from 

Emanuel County tested 
their poultry knowledge 
on April 19, 2021 at the 
Area 4-H Poultry Judging 
Competition held in 
Lyons, Georgia.

At the competition, all 
contestants judged two 
classes of live birds for egg 
production and gave oral 
reasons for their selections 
on one class. In addition, 
they judged carcasses and 
ready to cook products for 
meat quality, candled eggs 
to determine freshness and 
grade, and judged eggs for 
exterior and broken-out 
quality. 

“Despite the COVID 
challenges this year, stu-
dents and coaches have 
done a great job preparing 
for and participating in the 
poultry judging events,” 
says Dr. Casey Ritz, Uni-
versity of Georgia Profes-
sor and Poultry Science 
Extension Program Coor-
dinator.

“It is our pleasure as 
faculty of the UGA Poultry 
Science Department to as-
sist with 4-H youth devel-

opment efforts.”
The Junior team (4th-

8th  grades) received first 
place. Team members were 
Kamm’Rynn Bell, Lawson 
Frye, Sam Lawrence, 
Spencer Lawrence, and 
Lauren Sapp.

The Senior team (9th-
12th  grades) also received 
first place. Team members 
were Jose Hernandez, 
Sarah Beth Kersey, and 
Grace McBride.

Additionally, many 
4-H’ers were recognized 
for their individual scores. 
From a total of 28 compet-
itors, Sarah Beth Kersey 
was recognized as the 
overall highest individual 
score in the senior divi-
sion. In the junior divi-
sion, Lauren Sapp was the 
overall highest individual 
score and Spencer Law-
rence was the second high-
est of 33 competitors.

The Georgia 4-H State 
Poultry Judging Contest 
was held on April 30th  at 
the Oglethorpe County 
Livestock Facility. The 
Senior Emanuel County 
4-H team made up of Jose 
Hernandez, Sarah Beth 

Kersey, and Grace McBride 
placed 9th  out of the top 
14 teams from across the 
state.

Team members pre-
pared for the event by at-
tending classes and work-
shops instructed by Jakyn 
Tyson, Emanuel County 
4-H Agent. Crider Foods 
generously served as the 
donor for the Emanuel 
County 4-H Poultry Judg-
ing Team.

Georgia 4-H empowers 
youth to become true leaders 
by developing necessary life 
skills, positive relationships 
and community awareness. 
As the largest youth lead-
ership organization in the 
state, 4-H reaches more than 
190,000 people annually 
through the University of 
Georgia Cooperative Exten-
sion offices and 4-H facili-
ties. For more information 
on Emanuel County 4-H and 
how you can get involved as 
a student or volunteer, con-
tact them at (478) 237-1226 
or visit the office located at 
129 North Anderson Drive 
in Swainsboro.

LEDFORD

Pine Tree Festival 
Tractor Show results

This year, the Pine Tree Festival featured a tractor show. And the winners are: 
 • Most Original – Cory Kraus
 • Fan Favorite and Best in work clothes – Cody Williamson
 • Farthest Traveled and oldest tractor – Mr. Ledford
 • Best in show – Mr. Lockwood

SPENCER LAWRENCE, LAUREN SAPP, AND KAMM’RYNN BELL 
JUDGE A CLASS OF MARKET POULTRY

PAM AKRIDGE PRESENTS CHECK TO MARSH

Marsh wins April 
BLADE BALL giveaway

The winner for The Forest-Blade’s $160 April BLADE BALL giveaway is Shebbie 
Marsh. In order to win, contestants were to locate hidden BLADE BALLs in April 
editions of The Blade and provide the number on the ball and page number where 
the ball was located. A winner was then chosen during a random draw.

KRAUS

WILLIAMSON

LOCKWOOD
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Reese, Watson and Walden place first in GRPA State 
Track and Field Meet

Twenty-three boys and girls represented Swains-
boro-Emanuel County Recreation Department 
(SECRD) in the Georgia Recreation and Parks Asso-
ciation (GRPA) State Track and Field Meet held April 
30 and May 1 at Jefferson Memorial Stadium in Jeffer-
son. Three came home with first place medals.

SECRD participants finishing first in the state track 
meet were Genesis Reese in the 8U Girls 50 meter; 
Emery Watson in the 8U Boys 50 meter; and McKin-
ley Walden in the 10U Girls Standing Long Jump. 
Genesis also placed second in the 8U Girls 100 meter 
and Running Long Jump. Emery also brought home 
a third place medal in the 8U Boys 100 meter and an 
8th place medal in the Softball Throw.

Treasure Phillips earned a third place medal in 

the 12U Girls Softball Throw and Franklin Barnes 
received a fourth place medal in the 12U Boys 100 
meter and 200 meter. Franklin also placed fifth in the 
Running Long Jump.

Also receiving medals in the 12U Boys division 
were Demauri Roberts, who placed sixth in the Soft-
ball Throw, and Javari Williams, who placed sixth in 
the Standing Long Jump.

All three SECRD relay teams were top finishers in 
the event. The 10U Boys 4x100 Relay Team consist-
ing of K.J. Coleman, Zi’Len Boynton, Caleb Jones and 
Gavin Jones placed third. The 12U Boys 4x100 Relay 
Team made up of Demauri Roberts, Franklyn Barnes, 
Jeffery Davis and Javari Williams placed third. The 
12U Girls 4x100 Relay Team of Kamiya Freeman, 

Treasure Phillips, Kali Brown and Savannah McKin-
ney finished fourth.

Also representing SECRD in the GRPA State Track 
and Field Meet were Taylor Clark,  Cameron Wil-
liams, Braylen Handsom, Jada McKinney and Trin-
ity Hayden-Smith. Others qualifying to compete 
were India Hoover, Daveyhon Williams and Tyrone 
Hoover. Assisting at the event were SECRD staff 
members Daphne Strobridge, Clifford Williams and 
David Coleman.

All participants qualified to compete in the GRPA 
State Track and Field Meet by placing first or second 
in the GRPA First District Track and Field Meet held 
April 17 in Swainsboro.

REESE WATSONWALDEN
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Last week seven East 
Georgia State College 
baseball players and 
six basketball players 
signed to further their 
academic and athletic 
careers. The signings 
were held in the EGSC 
gymnasium and off 
campus. 

On Monday, May 3, 
Ka’Shay Hankerson, 
a guard on the EGSC 
women’s basketball 
team from Reidsville, 
Ga., signed a national 
letter of intent for an 
athletic scholarship to 
play for Albany State 
University. Destinee 
Ellison of Sandersville, 

Ga., signed to play 
with Point Universi-
ty. Ke’Tara Trappio of 
Savannah, Ga., signed 
with Albany State Uni-
versity. Kayla Garrett of 
Reidsville, Ga., signed 
with Southern Wesleyan 
University. 

On Wednesday, May 
5, men’s basketball 
player Joseph Williams 
signed to play for Fort 
Valley State University. 
Williams is a forward 
originally from Dela-
ware. Preston Crisp of 
Savannah, Ga., signed 
to play with South Car-
olina State University. 

Also, on Wednesday, 

seven baseball players 
signed their letters of 
intent. Cameron Gilkey 
from Richmond Hill, 
Ga., signed with Er-
skine University. He is 
a right-handed pitcher. 
Brandon Blume, also 
a right-handed pitch-
er, signed to continue 
playing for the Univer-
sity of South Caroli-
na-Beaufort. Blume is 
from Buford, Ga. Grif-
fin McClure of Roswell, 
Ga., signed with Geor-
gia Southwestern State 
University to play as a 
right-handed pitcher. 
Connor Frost of Ros-
well, Ga., signed to play 

for the University of 
North Georgia.  Gabe 
White, a left-handed 
pitcher, plans to play 
for Bethune-Cookman 
University. White is 
from Toccoa, Ga. Kyle 
Wilkinson of Evans, 
Ga., is an infielder who 
also signed to attend 
Bethune-Cookman Uni-
versity. Austin Merca-
do, a left-handed pitch-
er, is from Bronx, NY. 
He signed to play for 
Anderson University. 

Mercado’s mother, 
Joviana Mercado, was 
able to travel from New 
York to attend the event. 
She said it was a bitter-

sweet moment to watch 
her son sign to continue 
his baseball career, but 
she is excited for this 
new chapter. 

 “East Georgia was a 
lot more than baseball 
to us. Austin was here 
for three years and it 
felt like home. He made 
so many friends and re-
ceived a good education 
to move forward at this 
next college,” she said. 

East Georgia State 
College would like to 
congratulate these ath-
letes on their hard work 
and dedication! We 
wish you all the best!

2C The Forest-Blade • www.EmanuelCountyLive.com • Swainsboro, Georgia • May 12, 2021

EGSC athletes sign to further 
athletic, academic careers

GARRETTCRISP ELLISON

HANKERSON TRAPPIO WILLIAMS

BASEBALL SIGNINGS

MERCADO WITH MOTHER
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The East Georgia 
State College Lady Bob-
cats Softball Team ad-
vanced to the final four 
with a two-game sweep 
of ABAC in the GCAA 
Softball Tournament on 
Thursday, May 6 at Bob-
cat Field. The final score 
in game one was 4 to 3 
and in game two the final 
score was 14 to 3.

The Bobcats were led 
by Mattie Cash in game 
one on the mound who 
allowed just five hits 
and three runs. At the 
plate, Allana Hooks, Jana 

Crews, Taylor Morgan, 
and Sierra Taylor provid-
ed key hits for the Bob-
cats, who would score 
four runs in seven in-
nings and win game one 
by a score of 4 to 3.

In game two Britney 
Foster took the mound 
and completely domi-
nated the ABAC batters 
allowing just three runs 
on four hits. At the plate 
the Bobcats pounded out 
14 runs on 15 hits with 
all nine of the Bobcat 
starters getting at least 
one hit in game two. Jana 

Crews, Alaina Lee, Alla-
na Hooks, Sierra Taylor, 
Makenzie Wilkerson, 
Dani Wells, Stephenie 
Ruffin, Taylor Morgan, 
and Madelyn Denning all 
got hits and scored runs 
for the Bobcats who are 
advancing to the Final 
Four in the GCAA Tour-
nament. The Lady Bob-
cats will travel to Gordon 
State College on Tuesday 
for two games.  

“We played our best 
ball of the season to-
day,” said Head Coach 
Chuck Wimberly. “We 

came ready to play and 
it showed with our pitch-
ing, fielding, and hitting.  
I am just so proud of the 
way we battled in game 
one to get the victory and 
came out in game two 
and completely had our 
best day at the plate as a 
team for the entire season 
hitting the ball.”

This year, four Bob-
cat softball players have 
been named GCAA 
All-Conference Softball 
Players. Allana Hooks, 
Aliana Lee, Sierra Taylor 
and Britney Foster have 

all been named GCAA 
All-Conference Softball 
Players. Congratulations!

The EGSC Baseball 
Team defeated Geor-
gia Highlands over the 
weekend by a score of 
14 to 7 to advance in the 
winner’s bracket to Tues-
day’s Final Four in Cuth-
bert, Georgia!

The Bobcats were led 
by Anthony Westbrook, 
who hit a grand slam in 

the seventh inning with 
the score 10 to 7. The hit 
increased the lead to 14 
to 7 and the Bobcats nev-
er looked back in knock-
ing off top ranked Geor-
gia Highlands.

Cameron Oliu and 
Griffin McClure pitched 
outstanding for the Bob-
cats in the victory, which 
advances the team to the 
winner’s bracket.
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Lady Bobcats sweep ABAC in GCAA softball 
playoffs; Baseball Team advances to Final Four

LEEHOOKSFOSTER

OLIU

HOOKS GETS THE OUT ON FIRST BASE

CREWS SLIDING INTO THIRD

MYERS MAKES A HIT

MORGANCASH PITCHING

TAYLOR
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Officers with the Swainsboro 
Police Department (SPD) 
reported…

April 27
Complainant went to SPD 

to make a report about los-
ing her license. 

April 30
Officer was dispatched by 

911 to Dollar Tree in refer-
ence to a vehicle door hitting 
another vehicle’s door, caus-
ing minor damage. 

Officer met with com-
plainant in reference to an 
entering auto. C/o report-
ed that she observed some 
papers that were inside her 
center console were removed 
and her fuse box cover was 
removed. Officer observed 
several scratch marks at the 
top of the driver side door, 
that were consistent with a 
wedge device.

SPD received an email 
from GISAC in reference to 
suspected criminal activi-
ty that had taken place in 
Swainsboro. Offenders info 
was sent over in reference 
to obtaining fraudulent PPP 
loans that the subjects sup-
posedly received.

Officer came into contact 
with a vehicle with its haz-
ard lights on going 61 MPH 
in a 35 MPH zone, at which 
time the officer activated his 
emergency equipment and 
caught up with the vehicle. 
When making contact with 
the driver, he stated he was in 
a hurry to pick up a delivery 
before 4:10 p.m. on Lambs 
Bridge Rd. Officer asked for 
his license, which he provid-
ed, and it was found that his 
license were suspended. 

Officer observed a vehi-
cle make a left turn without 
using a turn signal, at which 
time she initiated a traffic 
stop. Officers arrived for 
backup and gained consent 
to search the vehicle. During 
the search, 2 yellow capsules 
were found without a med-

icine bottle or prescription. 
Offender was also unsteady 
on her feet and had slurred 
speech. GSP arrived on scene 
and conducted a field sobri-
ety test and found her to be 
under the influence of drugs. 

Officer responded to W. 
Moring St. to assist the Fire 
Dept. in a trailer in the road-
way that was on fire. 

Officer was dispatched by 
911 to Lucky St. in reference 
to a dog attacking a man. 
On arrival, officer observed 
several dogs in front of the 
residence not on leashes or 
inside pens. Officer spoke 
with victim who stated when 
he went to get his mail, one 
of the dogs went after him, 
trying to bite him. 

May 1
Officer learned the ECSO 

arrested offender on 4/27/21 
and was aware of active pro-
bation warrants on offender.

A vehicle went through a 
license checkpoint and it was 
determined that offender’s 
license were suspended as 
well as the registration on 
the vehicle. 

Officer responded to the 
Sunset Inn in reference to 
a dispute. Upon arrival, 
officer spoke with the hotel 
manager who stated a cou-
ple was drunk and arguing. 
Officers had responded 20 
mins. Earlier and spoke with 
offenders and advised them 
that they had to keep the 
volume down because of 
complaints. The hotel man-
ager stated that if offender 
was not arrested, he wanted 
the other party to leave the 
hotel. 

May 2
Officer was on duty 

at Jordan Estates, Spring 
Gardens, and Hickory Trace 
apartment detail. He was 
parked at Spring Gardens 
and saw smoke from above 
Jordan Estates. 911 notified 
officer at the same time that 

there was a vehicle on fire 
at Jordan Estates. Officers 
arrived on scene to find a 
vehicle fully involved on 
fire. Officers evacuated all 
occupants of A building to 
the back of the building. The 
Fire Dept., extinguished the 
fire. Officers obtained vic-
tims information. She stated 
that she last saw the vehicle 
when it was parked around 
8 p.m. There were two other 
victims that had possible 
damage to their vehicles 
which were parked beside 
the burning vehicle. Officer 
obtained video footage 
from the apartment camer-
as which showed an appar-
ent male subject beside the 
vehicle and apparently light 
something and throw it at 
the vehicle. The video also 
showed a lighting and explo-
sion of the vehicle and the 
offender ran from the vehi-
cle with his distal right arm 
on fire. Offender ran South 
away from the vehicle. The 
video also showed offend-
er putting something in the 
dumpster. Officers searched 
the dumpster and on top, 
they found a plastic jug with 
an odor of gasoline in it. 
Detective arrived with his 
K-9 and tracked the subject 
to the residence on Emanuel 
Rd. Officers secured the out-
side of the residence and 
received clarification from 
detective that subject was 
inside but would not come 
out. After an extended wait, 
officer talked with offend-
er inside the residence via 
cell phone and he went out 
with commands, turning the 
porch light on. Offender had 
a burn on the distal part of 
his right arm that was pink 
and weeping, consistent 
with a fresh burn within the 
last few hours. Offender stat-
ed he got the burn grilling 
the day before. After obtain-
ing more video footage, offi-
cer stated that a described 
vehicle was seen leaving the 
scene of the crime, but did 
not know who was driving 
that vehicle. The described 
vehicle was located in 
offender’s back yard. EMS 
checked offender and did 
not transport him. Offender 
was taken to EMC to be eval-
uated for his burn.

Officer made contact with 
a male subject on N. Main 
St. who was unsteady on his 
feet and trying to cross the 
roadway. Officer had already 
encountered the offender 
earlier and was instructed to 
go inside and not be back in 
the public due to him being 
severely intoxicated. 

Officer was dispatched by 
911 to Thigpen Dr. in ref-
erence to a bullet hole in 
the bedroom window. Upon 
arrival, officer observed what 
appeared to be a bullet holed 
in a middle window on the 
front of the residence. C/o 
stated that no one had heard 
gunshots through the light 
and had just noticed the hole 
in the window. A small piece 
of lead was observed inside 
of the window between the 
panes of the glass.

Officer responded to 
Mojo’s Car Wash in reference 
to damage to a vehicle. Upon 
arrival, offender advised that 
the front decal of her vehicle 
was damaged while going 
through the car wash.

Officer responded to 
Calhoun St. in reference to 
a domestic dispute. Upon 
arrival, complainant stated 
she and her boyfriend got 
into a heated verbal dispute 
and she wanted him to leave 
the residence. 

Officer observed offend-
er walking down S. Main 
St. and was known to be 
wanted for a FTA bench war-
rant. Contact was made with 
offender and an arrest was 
made without incident. 

May 3
Officer stopped a vehicle 

for no tag. The driver was 
from out of state and told the 
officer she bought the vehi-
cle in April and was waiting 
on the title to be cleared. 
She did not have any proof 
of insurance, but she stated 
to the officer she did have 
insurance. The officer ran 
her information in the sys-
tem and it came back show-
ing her license is valid, but 
no insurance or registration 
for the vehicle. 

Officers were dispatched 
in reference to someone 
breaking property. The vic-
tim stated she heard nois-
es outside of her house and 
when she checked it later on 
that night, she noticed a bro-
ken flower pot on her porch. 

May 4
Officers were dispatched 

in reference to a stolen fire-
arm. Complainant stated 
that sometime in the middle 
of the night someone stole 
her 9 MM handgun. She is 
not sure who would have 
stolen it, but there is not 
damage to the vehicle as it 
was left unlocked. 

Officers were dispatched 
in reference to a report stat-
ing the night of May 4th, the 
offenders came to her resi-
dence and started blowing 
the horn trying to get her to 
come outside to fight them. 
She stated that they drove 
and parked in the back of 
her neighbors yard and were 
waiting. She states this is 
and ongoing situation with 
the group of offenders and 
harassing her. 

Officers were dispatched 
in reference to a man stat-
ing that two of his hens and 
one of his roosters had been 
killed by whom he believed 
to be the dog next door. 

Officers were dispatched 
in reference to a theft. Local 
store owner stated that he 
had an unknown male enter 
his store looking around and 
put a wallet in his right pock-
et. After viewing the video 
footage, you can see the man 
walking in and sliding the 
wallet into his pocket. The 
wallet is worth $42. 

Officers were approached 
by a woman stating she went 
to Augusta and tried to use a 
$20 and the cashier advised 
her that it was a fake $20 
bill. The $20 did not contain 

a security strip and seemed 
to be fake, the currency was 
marked as legal tender. It is 
now placed into evidence. 

Officers were contacted in 
reference to a woman stating 
that her middle console in 
her vehicle had been rum-
maged through, he doors 
were unlocked, but she is not 
sure who it could have been. 

May 5
Officers were dispatched 

in reference to damage to 
a vehicle with the offender 
still on the scene. She stated 
that her and her boyfriend 
had a verbal argument. She 
stated he threw her clothes 
out of the car and was about 
to leave, but he had been 
drinking. She told her friend 
to park her car infant of their 
car so he couldn’t leave. He 
pushed the friends car a few 
feet with his car. Then out of 
anger because he couldn’t 
leave, he threw the keys at 
the friends car, breaking the 
left windshield. The friend 
stated this was exactly what 
happened. He was placed 
under arrest and transport-
ed to jail for destruction of 
property. 

Officers were dispatched 
in reference to someone 
entering a females vehicle 
during the night and taking 
her wallet. 

Officers were dispatched 
in reference to entering auto. 
Complainant stated she got 
out of her car and walked 
in her residence and the car 
door was opened as well 
as the compartment doors. 
She states she is missing five 
$100 bills and $10 in change 
as well as approximately 29 
prescribed Adderall pills. 

Officers were dispatched 
in reference to dogs chasing 
children on bicycles. Officer 
stated the dogs were friend-
ly towards them, but this 
has already been an issue in 
the past with a citation. The 
offender was issued a cita-
tion for dog at large and was 
informed it could be a cita-
tion for each dog if it were to 
happen again. 

Officers were dispatched 
to a woman who stated that 
she got out of her car at 
a local business and a man 
pulled up and snatched her 
keys out of her hand and 
then pulled a gun. He stated 
the car had not been drove, 
but the officer informed 
him the car was still warm. 
Nothing further at this time. 

Officers were dispatched 
in reference to an entering 
auto. Owner stated the cen-
ter console and glove com-
partment were opened and 
that an unauthorized indi-
vidual had been inside the 
vehicle. No items were miss-
ing. 

Officers were dispatched 
in reference to and entering 
auto. Owner states an unau-
thorized person entered the 
vehicle and went through 
the center console and the 
glove compartment. Wedge 
mark was on the left part of 
the car door. 

Officers were dispatched 
in reference to entering auto. 

The owner stated that her 
glove compartment and cen-
ter console were tampered 
with when she walked out 
to the vehicle that morning. 

May 6
Officer was dispatched to 

Bernis in reference to a male 
refusing to leave the estab-
lishment. Upon arrival, con-
tact was made with offender 
who stated he was clean-
ing up and officer informed 
him that he did not work 
there and the establish-
ment wanted him to leave 
and had asked him to do so 
three times prior to officer’s 
arrival. Offender was seen 
pouring potting soil out of 
flower pots. Offender began 
walking towards the trash 
cans with an ash tray and 
dumped the ashes out and 
began to push the trash cans. 
Office told offender to stop 
messing with the trash and 
he began to reach into his 
pockets at which time he 
was ordered to stop reaching 
and he pulled out a hand full 
of stuff and threw a Newport 
box down a hole up against 
the building. Offender was 
arrested for being evasive 
and ignoring commands. 

Officer took a walk-up 
report in reference to dam-
age to her vehicle.

Officer took a report of 
three minor children being 
abandoned in an apartment 
on Racetrack St. Complainant 
stated the mother is on drugs 
and this has happened in 
the past and she occasionally 
lease the kids alone.

Officer recognized a male 
subject known to have an 
active probation warrant for 
his arrest enter a residence 
on Williams St. Contact was 
made with offender and an 
arrest was made.

Officer made contact with 
offender who had an out-
standing warrant. Offender 
was taken into custody with-
out incident.

Officer met with com-
plainant in reference to a 
harassment report. C/o 
advised that a male subject 
that lives on Gumlog Rd. 
directly across the street 
from her has been constant-
ly harassing her on a daily 
basis for about 2 months. 
C/o does not know his 
name, but knows he is from 
Atlanta, and has asked him 
to leave her alone and stop 
talking to her.

Officer observed a vehicle 
travel down W. Pine St. going 
the wrong way on a one-way 
street, at which time he ini-
tiated a traffic stop. When 
the officer exited his vehicle 
and began to approach the 
vehicle, it accelerated at a 
quick rate. The vehicle fled 
and failed to stop at a couple 
stop signs and was travel-
ing at an extreme rate of 
speed. Officer was trying to 
catch up with the vehicle 
and noticed the vehicle had 
crashed and saw the offend-
er fleeing. K-9 Maya arrived 
and tracked offender appx. 
200 yards in a wooded area.
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The following persons have 
been booked into Emanuel 
County Jail, according to 
Emanuel County Sheriff 
Jeffrey Brewer, on warrants 
obtained by one of several 
local law enforcement agen-
cies, designated by each 
name: Drug Task Force 
(DTF); Georgia Bureau of 
Investigation (GBI); Georgia 
Department of Pardons and 
Parole (GAPP); Georgia 
State Patrol (GSP); Emanuel 
County Sheriff’s Office 
(ECSO); Swainsboro Police 
Dept. (SPD); Stillmore Police 
Dept. (SMPD); Twin City 
Police Department (TCPD); 
Garfield Police Dept. (GPD); 
Adrian Police Dept. (APD); 
Child Support Recovery Unit 
(CSRU); Intensive Probation 
Service (IPS); or Probation 
Office (PROB).

Eddie Terrell Mack, 32, 
225 Emanuel Rd, entered 
5/3/21; Arson/Crim dam-
age to prop/Crim damage 
to prop/Crim trespass; 
released 5/3/21; SPD

Stephon Montay Phillips, 
25, 260 Pampas Dr, Pooler, 

entered 5/3/21; VGCSA 
possession marijuana/
VGCSA possession of drug 
related object; released 
5/3/21; ECSO

Monique Lyi’Quesha 
McReed, 23, 406 N. 
Racetrack St, entered 
5/3/21; Driving lic susp/
rev; released 5/3/21; ECSO

Jeannice Lynn Barnes, 
59, 143 John Deere Rd, 
Adrian, entered 5/3/21; 
Probation/Swainsboro 
PD/Middle Ga Probation; 
WALK-IN

Russell Clint Givens, 
35, 3 Maple Rd, entered 
5/3/21; Poss of firearm 
during commission of felo-
ny/ Poss of firearm during 
commission of felony/
VGCSA possession cocaine 
w/intent to distribute/
Other; ECSO

William Andrew Ryan, 
28, 407 W. Pine St, entered 
5/4/21; Bench warrant; 
released 5/4/21; SPD

Thomas Benjamin 
Self, 35, 30 Hwy 46 W, 
Lyons, entered 5/4/21; 
Probation/Superior court; 

WALK-IN
Eddie Terrell Mack, 32, 

225 Emanuel Rd, entered 
5/4/21; Other/Aggr 
stalking/Tamper w/evi-
dence/Tamper w/evi-
dence; SPD

Timothy Jaquez Stanford, 
23, 664 Hardin Dr, entered 
5/4/21; Speeding 15-29 
MPH over/Driving lic 
susp/rev; released 5/4/21; 
ECSO

Michael Chrystopher 
Bruce, 31, 38 Waters Edge 
Way, Fayetteville, entered 
5/5/21; Other; released 
5/5/21; SPD

William Edward 
Duplaga, 44, Bear Creek 
RV Park, Twin City, entered 
5/5/21; Hold for out of 
state extradition; ECSO

Matthew Zane Screws, 
37, 120 Buckwill Dr, entered 
5/5/21; Probation/
State court/Middle Ga 
Probation/Bench warrant; 
ECSO

Darnell Anthony 
Bynes, 64, 233 Riley St, 
Columbia, SC, entered 
5/5/21; No license on per-

son/Improper passing/
Reckless driving/Too fast 
for conditions/Taillight 
requirements/DUI/alch; 
released 5/6/21; ECSO

Jeffrey Allen Taylor, 32, 
29 Autumn Rd, Twin City, 
entered 5/6/21; Firearm 
poss by conv felon; ECSO

Elizabeth Carswell, 55, 
431 N. Coleman St, entered 
5/6/21; Probation/
Swainsboro PD/Middle 
Ga Probation/Probation/
Adrian PD/Middle 
Ga Probation; released 
5/7/21; SPD

Troy Bernard Phillips, 54, 
331 Lee St, entered 5/6/21; 
Probation/Swainsboro 
PD/Middle Ga Probation; 
released 5/6/21; SPD

Sabrina Lockhart, 49, 
5025 Sussex Dr, Evans, 
entered 5/6/21; Disorderly 
conduct; ECSO

Nicholas B. Henderson, 
30, Leland Bennett Rd, 
Millwood, entered 5/6/21; 
Hold for out of county bill-
ing; ECSO

Myshekia Denise 
Coleman, 23, 2001 ½ 

Harden ST, Savannah, 
entered 5/6/21; Hold for 
Chatham County; released 
5/8/21; GSP

Dwayne Lashon Sanders, 
46, 425 N. Coleman St, 
entered 5/6/21; VGCSA 
possession of drug relat-
ed object/Public drunk/
Probation/State court/
Middle Ga Probation; SPD

Jonathan Carl Livingston, 
34, 108 Kokopelli Rd, 
Soperton, entered 5/7/21, 
Speeding 15-29 MPH 
over/Driving lic susp/rev; 
released 5/7/21; ECSO

Nathanial Brunson, IV, 
35, 120 Fahm St, Savannah, 
entered 5/7/21; Theft/tak-
ing; SPD

Francisco Fernandez, 
44, 105 N. Anderson Dr, 
entered 5/5/21; Disorderly 
conduct; released 5/8/21; 
SPD

Erika Susan Barrow, 
27, 1251 Sam Beasley Rd, 
Lyons, entered 5/8/21; 
VGCSA possession of drug 
related object/Bench war-
rant/State court; ECSO

Jeffrey Riley Bunn, 54, 

218 N. Burton St, Midville, 
entered 5/8/21; Boating/
watercraft-oper/under 
infl/alch/drug; released 
5/9/21; DNR

Matthew Felix Wilkes, 
42, 486 Fairground Rd, 
entered 5/9/21; Pedestrian 
under the influence; 
released 5/9/21; ECSO

Alejandro Rios 
Gutierrez, 23, 30422 Ga 
Hwy 23 N, Collins, entered 
5/9/21; DUI/alch/
Following too closely/
Open container/Seatbelt 
violation/Reckless driv-
ing; released 5/10/21; 
GSP

Hugh Avery Glisson, 
25, 10 Asa Lindsey 
Rd, entered 5/9/21; 
Probation/Middle Ga 
Probation/Battery/Simp 
battery-family violence/
Hold for Johnson County; 
ECSO

Frank Harris, IV, 42, 
409 S. Main St, entered 
5/9/21; Other/Hold for 
Treutlen County; SPD

Swainsboro Police Reports

Jail Report
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According to the Emanuel 
County Sheriff’s Office…

April 30
Deputy was patrolling 

Bus. 1 N. when he saw 
a vehicle with no tag 
lights, at which time he 
initiated a traffic stop. 
Deputy obtained the 
driver’s license and they 
came back suspended. 
Offender was placed 
under arrest for suspend-
ed license.

Officer made a traffic 
stop in the parking lot of 
Mojo’s Liquor Store due 
to tag light requirements, 
failure to maintain lane. 
Upon further investiga-
tion, the driver was driv-
ing under the influence.

May 1
Deputy was contact-

ed by complainant who 
needed a report in refer-
ence to her ex-husband 
going to the workshop 
and taking the door han-
dles off so she could not 
get inside the building. 
C/o stated the shop is 
marital property and they 
both should have access 
to it. Deputy advised c/o 
that she needs to contact 
her attorney.

May 2
Complainant stated 

offender stuck a knife in 
the wall of her residence 
and threatened to take 
her life and his own. C/o 
was unsure if the offend-
er was actually trying to 
stab her or not. C/o stat-
ed her child was present 
during the acts.

May 3
Offender presented 

himself to Em. Co. Jail 
and was taken into custo-
dy for multiple outstand-
ing warrants. 

Deputy responded to 
Shady Ln. in reference to a 
civil dispute. Upon arriv-
al, complainant advised 
that she and offender are 
going through a divorce 
and she has court docu-
ments stating that he is 
not allowed at the res-
idence, only the shop. 
C/o noticed the cameras 
to her residence had been 
tampered with again and 
advised that the cam-
era monitors are locat-
ed inside the shop and 
her husband changed 
the locks and she did not 
have access to the mon-
itors. C/o advised that 
she notified her lawyer 
and wanted a report gen-
erated. 

Deputies responded 
to Union Chapel Rd. I 
reference to a civil dis-
pute. Upon arrival, con-
tact was made with the 
victim, who advised that 
he has been living at his 
residence for 3 months 
and complainant advised 
him that he needed to 
leave the property. 
Deputy spoke with c/o 
via phone as she resides 
in Ohio and she stated 
that the victim is stealing 
from another tenant and 
destroying the proper-
ty. Deputy advised her 
of the eviction process 
to seek in resolving the 
matter further and spoke 
with the other tenant 
about the possible theft 
and de declined wanting 
a report. 

Deputy responded to 
Old McLeod Bridge Rd. 
in reference to an alarm 
call showing multiple 
zones.

May 4
Deputies responded to 

Norristown Covena Rd. 
in reference to an unre-
sponsive female.

Deputies responded to 
Gar Rd. in reference to a 
domestic dispute.

Complainant stat-
ed offender violated an 
easement agreement that 
had been in place since 
the parcel was surveyed 
on April 5, 1984.

Deputy received infor-
mation that a tag was 
missing from a vehicle 
and could have possibly 
been missing for a while 
due to the vehicle being 
out of operation for sev-
eral years.

May 5
Deputy spoke with 

complainant who stat-
ed a male subject went 
to her residence asking 
if she was interested in 
selling any cad lilac con-
verters and she told him 
no. The male subject then 
stated he would get a 
card to give her in case 
she changed her mind. 
C/o stated he went to 
the vehicle and looked 
around for 10 minutes 
then left without giving 
her a card. C/o stated 
she saw the truck driving 
around the area again, 
driving very slow and 
it looked suspicious so 
she wanted to let law 
enforcement know.

Deputies responded to 
Union Chapel Rd. in ref-
erence to complainants 
stated that their landlord 
changed the locks on the 
residence where they 
couldn’t get in. When 
deputies arrived, both 
c/o’s stated their land-
lord had been trying to 
kick them out of their 
residence without serv-
ing them with eviction 
papers, but they already 
came to an agreement 
that they would have all 
their things moved out 
by May 7, after they talk-
ed with offender’s law-
yer. C/o’s stated when 
they arrived home, the 
front door lock had been 
replaced and offender 
had been making threats 
that he was gonna have 
them arrested for steal-
ing stuff off the property 
and killing his animals. 
Deputy then walked over 
to speak with offender 
who stated that they did 
have an agreement but 
that changed when he 
found that 15 of his baby 
ducks had been killed 
and he did not feel safe 
with them around the 
house anymore. 

Deputies responded 
to JM Spearman Rd. for 
a female complainant 
making a call about a dis-
pute. 911 advised while 
enroute, the second party 
had left the scene. Upon 
arrival, deputy spoke 
with c/o who stated her 
sister had barged into 
residence and started 
an altercation. C/o stat-
ed offender did not live 
at the residence but she 
may claim residency if 
asked. C/o stated she 
did not want offender at 
the residence and asked 
her to leave because it 
was late and that’s when 
offender started yell-
ing and c/o walked out 
the front door to show 
offender her way out, 
and offender shoved her. 
C/o stated she did not 
want offender to get in 
trouble, she just didn’t 
want her at the resi-
dence anymore because 
she has an 18-year-old 
and offender is shooting 
meth. 

Deputy was request-
ed by another deputy 
in reference to a vehi-
cle stop he was on with 
the driver being possibly 
intoxicated. When depu-
ty arrived, offender was 

in the back of the patrol 
unit due to him going 
by deputy at a high rate 
of speed in the turn lane 
on N. Main St. Deputy 
could smell a strong 
odor of alcohol coming 
from offender and asked 
if he had consumed any 
alcohol and he stated he 
had. Offender tested pos-
itive for alcohol and was 
arrested.

May 6
Deputy responded to 

George L. Smith State 
Park Rd. in reference to a 
domestic dispute at Bear 
Branch RV Park. When 
he arrived, he made con-
tact with complainant 
walking down the road. 
Complainant stated 
offender drugged her 
and did sexual things to 
her, and took her money 
from her CashApp. C/o 
also stated when she 
tried to call 911, offend-
er beat her. C/o did not 
have any visible marks 
on her at the time of 
the incident, but then 
started complaining she 
couldn’t hardly breathe 
and had heart problems 
and wanted deputy to 
carry her to the hospital. 
EMS arrived to check her 
out and she began giving 
them a hard time ask-
ing them to provide her 
medications and refused 
to sit down so they could 
check her vitals. After a 
few minutes of arguing 
with EMS, c/o finally 
got in the ambulance and 
said she wanted to go 
the hospital but before 
EMS could get going 
down the road, offender 
got out of the ambulance 
and refused to go with 
them because she didn’t 
want to leave her mom’s 
vehicle in the parking 
lot of the park. Deputy 
then went over to the 
campsite to speak with 
offender and he stated he 
did not put his hands on 
c/o, that she just flipped 
out on him and started 
accusing him of taking 
her money. Offender 
then stated c/o tried to 
run over him with the 
vehicle. After speaking 
with both parties, dep-
uty could tell they were 
both on some type of 
narcotic so he ran their 
info through 911 and 
both suspects came back 
with warrants out of 
Ohio. C/o’s warrant was 
only for in state pick-up 
and offender’s being full 
extradition. Arrest was 
made for pick-up.

Complainant stated 
her neighbor’s dogs tear 
into the pens made for 
her cats and has killed at 
least 6 of them. 

Victim entered into a 
contract with offender to 
rake pine straw on a tract 
of land on Cross Jones 
Rd. C/o stated he had 
a prior contract to rake 
on the same land. After 
talking to the witness, 
it was determined that 
most likely, c/o had the 
older contract that was 
made with another com-
pany.

Deputy responded to 
Griffin Ferry Rd. in ref-
erence to an animal col-
lision. Upon arrival, no 
injuries were reported 
and the driver advised 
that he was driving and 
struck a deer, causing 
minor damage to the 
front driver side of his 
vehicle. 

Deputy responded to 
Dellwood Main St. for a 
domestic dispute. Upon 
arrival, victim stated she 
had just got home ad her 

boyfriend shoved her. 
C/o stated she took a 
baby deer home to fos-
ter and offender stated 
it was him or the deer, 
and a verbal argument 
ensued and that’s when 
offender shoved her into 
a dresser. C/o stated she 
did not want offender to 
get in trouble, she just 
didn’t want him to go 
back to her residence, but 
offender did reside there. 

Deputies responded to 
the area of S. Main St. for 
a third party complainant 
calling about a female 
stuck on the side of the 
road, possibly out of gas. 
Upon arrival, offend-
er immediately became 
hostile towards other law 
enforcement. Offender 
stated 2 cell phones were 
stolen from her vehicle. 
She stated she want-
ed to make a report but 
didn’t believe any law 
enforcement on scene 
was actually law enforce-
ment. Offender began 
cursing and telling them 
to leave, that she was 
out of gas. Offender was 
informed that they could 
not leave her stranded 
without help and dep-
uty observed offender 
may have been suffering 
from an altered mental 
status. Offender insisted 
on leaving, but the inves-
tigation had gone too 
far to allow her to leave 
in the state she was in. 
Offender was screaming 
and yelling and making 
demands, cursing at law 
enforcement stated they 
were impersonating law 
enforcement. She was 
transported to EMDC.

A vehicle was found 
to be vandalized while 
parked and unoccupied 
on Racket Town Rd. 
Further investigation 
also found that several 
mechanical parts on the 
vehicle had been cut and 
removed from the motor 
compartment. 

Deputy met with com-
plainant in reference to 
a previous incident con-
cerning offender. C/o 
stated she and offender 
got into a heated argu-
ment that turned phys-
ical around which time 
c/o stated she sustained 
minor bruising to the 
left forearm. C/o further 
stated she is concerned 
for her safety and her 
children’s safety due to 
offenders alleged drug 
abuse and unstable 
behavior. 

Deputies were dis-
patched to Longbay Dr. 
to meet with victim in 
reference to a domestic 
dispute.

May 8
Deputies were dis-

patched to Modoc Rd. in 
reference to a male sub-
ject near the road dis-
playing strange behav-
ior.

Deputies were dis-
patched to Quick Loop 
Rd. to meet with com-
plainant in reference to 
reporting a lost wallet.

Deputies were dis-
patched to the area of 
Hey 57 E. and Stillmore 
store in reference to 
loud music. Deputies 
patrolled the area but 
had negative contact 
with any music.

Victim stated when 
he got home, he noticed 
someone had spit tobac-
co on the driver’s win-
dow of his truck and 
turned his rear-view 
mirror around. C/o stat-
ed she thought it was the 
offender which is her 
ex-husband because he 
went to the address to 
pick up their son prior 
to victim getting home 
from work. Victim also 
stated he had a face-
book message from 
offender that he had not 
opened and has no idea 
why offender would 
message him or how he 
knows his name. C/o 
stated offender has sent 
her over 90 test messag-
es in the past 2 days. 

Deputy responded to 
the Toombs/Emanuel 
county line on Hwy 1 S. 
to meet with a Toombs 
County Deputy that 
had gotten out with 
offender and discovered 
she had an outstanding 
warrant through Em. 
Co. Offender was then 
detained on the warrant 
and transported to the 
county line, where dep-
uty took custody of her 
and transported her to 
the jail. 

Complainant stated 
offender went to his 
residence and busted 
a window out of his 
camper and both head-
lights in his vehicle. 
C/o stated he believes 
that the retaliation 
stems from an incident 
that occurred in Jenkins 
County where the 
offender got her tires 
slashed. C/o also stat-
ed offender has accused 
him of being the offend-
er that slashed her tires.

May 9
Deputies were dis-

patched to Hey 23 S. 
in reference to offender 
possibly traveling to the 
location with a knife.

Deputies were dis-
patched to the area of 
N. Old Reidsville Rd. to 

locate complainant and 
assist him with his vehi-
cle being stuck. Deputies 
located c/o and he was 
stuck in sand. The road 
appeared to be access to 
land used for farming 
and a current logging 
operation. C/o stated 
he had been at a known 
location and was travel-
ing back to Statesboro. 
C/o stated his GPS 
routed him down the 
road in question. C/o 
stated he realized he 
was not on a marked 
road when it began to 
narrow to a small path 
and became sandy, and 
got stuck while attempt-
ing to back up and turn 
around. 

Reporting deputy met 
with complainants to 
file a report.

Deputies responded 
to Ivy W. Roundtree Rd. 
in reference to threats 
being made. Upon 
arrival, deputies spoke 
with both complainant 
and discovered that 
the incident occurred 
in Toombs Co. and that 
offender was trying to 
locate them. Both c/o’s 
stated offender threat-
ened to beat and kill 
them.  

Deputies received a 
call that offender who 
has multiple outstand-
ing warrants was walk-
ing down Asa Lindsey 
Rd. Deputy made con-
tact with offender and 
took him into custody.

Deputies were dis-
patched to Deer Run 
Trace Rd. to possible 
shots fired in the area. 
While enroute, dispatch 
was notified by a 2nd 
caller that it was more 
than likely someone 
shooting off fireworks. 

Complainant stated 4 
drones chased him from 
hi residence on Railroad 
Ave. to US 1 S. C/o 
also went on to state 
people are controlling 
his phone through the 
dark web. While on 
scene, c/o he ran back 
towards his house and 
was pointing back 
towards another street 
asking deputy if he 
saw the green and blue 
flashing lights. Deputy 
rode towards that street 
then went back to c/o’s 
residence and notified 
him that the convenient 
store at the end of his 
road had flashing lights 
and that’s what he was 
seeing. 
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Pine Tree 100 makes history at Swainsboro Raceway!
by CANDY CARROLL
Swainsboro Raceway kicked off the Historical Pine 

Tree festivities with the South’s Best Dirt Track and 
Go Kart Racing Events in the history of Emanuel 
County.   Crowd records were broken as over 100 
racecars registered for six different divisions to bat-
tle for the ultimate one of a kind hard carved pine 
trophies.   Fans lined the grandstands on the edge 
of their seats leaving standing room only with the 
maximum crowd capacity.  

The nights events kicked off with 32 Southland 
Insurance Crate Late Model drivers competing in 
4 heat race events that locked in the top six for a 20 
lap showdown.  Ches Chester and Caleb Gay led the 
field off turn four to green.  Chester quickly took the 
lead as Ryan Davis would claim second.   All bets 
would be on the 97 of Little Sexy Cody Overton tak-
ing a quick claim to that fast outside groove in the 
third position.   Lap four, working his way through 
the pack JJ Reich brings out caution with heavy front 
end damage giving up the seventh position.   After 
the famous, dixie double file restart, Overton gets his 
advantage and tales the lead on lap 6.  Near halfway, 
Swainsboro’s Ben Faircloth putting up a challenge in 
a three wide battle for third.  As laps dwindle down, 
Overton carries the lead as Chester and Gay side by 
side for second.  Lap 14, Chaz Haskins makes it three 
wide for fourth.     Five to go, Eric Register ended a 
good night battling for 3rd with a left rear flat.  Cody 
Overton takes the checkered, Ryan Davis moves into 
second, Caleb Gay third, Ches Chester fourth, and 

Ben Faircloth fifth.
In the Zaxby’s Crate Late Model division 23 driv-

ers saluted fans with a 4 wide pace lap as Pearson 
Lee Williams and Cody Overton take the green off 
turn four.  Overton to the high side inches to the lead 
over Williams.  The outside groove of the new racing 
surface appearing to be faster.  Ches Chester sets in 
on the third position.  As the top two started work-
ing through lapped traffic, just before the halfway 
point Williams took the lead.  Williams and Overton 
continue numerous laps duking it out door to door 
weaving in and out of traffic.   Fans on the edge of 
their seat.   Pearson Lee Williams becomes the first 
third generation driver to earn the Pine Tree 100 title 
with a well-deserved and earned win holding off top 
competitor Cody Overton in second, Ches Chester 
third, Garrett Mosley fourth, and Corey Gordon fifth.

Two seasoned drivers took control of front row 
in the Rustic Grill Street Stock division with Robert 
Oglesby and Jimmy Sharpe Jr out front.  Little Jimmy 
quick to take the lead as lap four sent Brent Herndon 
running fourth to the rear.   Running in the second 
position, Monk Gulledge began having issues and 
slowly falling back.  Five laps to go, battling for third 
Daniel Roland and Jamie Whitaker hook both spin-
ning in turn one.  Jimmy Sharpe Jr picks up the win, 
Robert Oglesby second, Josh Nelms third, Brandon 
Carpenter fourth, and Monk Gulledge fifth. 

Twenty -seven drivers took the green in the Daniels 
Chevrolet Road Warrior division with 18 year old 
young Tyler Davis showing up from prom in a tux-

edo leading the way.   Roger McKenzie brought the 
power and took advantage of the new racing surface 
quickly taking the lead as Davis fought setup and 
handling issues the entire race.  However, McKenzie 
had another Davis to worry about as Kyle Davis 
moves in to take over the lead.  Kyle Davis takes the 
checkered, Roger McKenzie second, Clinton Love 
third, Jordan Johnson fourth, and Justin Williams 
fifth.

Trying make it two in a row for the Bargain Bucket 
440 division Tyler Davis took the lead over John 
Hooks once again.  As Davis and Hooks have battled 
several weeks door to door swapping positions and 
putting on a good show for fans, one slight wrong 
move can cause the other a race win.   Davis seem 
to seal the deal early getting a slight lead ahead of 
Hooks as teammate Rod Morris plays around for 
second.   Just within the halfway point, the lapped 
traffic that seems to play a role each week.   As the 
leaders work their way through with a multiple 
groove track, Hooks finds the advantage.   John 
hooks takes the lead to pick up the win over Tyler 
Davis, Rod Morris, Scotty Hunnicutt, and Mitchell 
McNure.

After practice and a Thursday night call out pay-
ing $710 in the Lynn & Bobs Crown Vic Class, Jared 
Peebles returned once again to take the checkered 
earning another $200 plus hand carved pine for Blue 
Moon Racing Team.  Gary Edwards falls short again 
in second place, Lenny Hobbs third, Trey Hobbs 
fourth, and Phillip Johnson fifth.

JARED PEEBLES – CROWN VIC KYLE DAVIS – ROAD WARRIOR JIMMY SHARPE JR. – STREET STOCK

PEARSON LEE WILLIAMS – 604 WINNER

BUBBA SAPP – SENIOR STOCK

GREEN PLATE – LAWSON BRYANT

HAYDEN DUNCAN AND FAMILY

JOHN HOOKS – 440 WINNER

T330 WINNER – COLIN MIZE

JR. 3 WINNER – AJ NICHOLS AND DAD JR. 3 WINNER – NICHOLS McCUMBERS AND FAMILY

PURPLE PLATE – TYLER McCUMBERS PURPLE PLATE - McCUMBERS RED PLATE – HAYDEN DUNCAN
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   WE DO not knowingly accept advertisements that discriminate, or intend to discriminate, on any illegal basis, nor do we 
knowingly accept employment advertisements that are not bona-fide job offers. All real estate advertisements are subject to the 
Fair Housing Act. We do not accept advertising that is in violation of the law. The law prohibits discrimination based on color, 
religion, sex, national origin, handicap, or family status.
   NEED TO SEND A COPY OF A DOCUMENT, LETTER, ETC., TO SOME PLACE IN A HURRY? The Forest-Blade can do the job 
for you in minutes with its fax machine. We can also receive copies of documents. For more information come by our 
office on West Moring Street.
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Call Melva at 478-237-9971 to help sell 
your unwanted items!

Homes for sale or rent • Apartments for 
rent • Land for sale • Yard and estate sales 

• Miscellaneous for sale • Pets/animals 
• Help wanted • Services offered

Legals
|
STATE OF GEORGIA COUNTY OF 
EMANUEL
IN RE: ESTATE OF O.C. 
HUTCHESON
( Also Known As Olen Chance 
Hutcheson)
All creditors of the estate of O.C. 
HUTCHESON, deceased, late of 
Emanuel County, are hereby noti-
fied to render their demands to the 
undersigned according to law, and all 
persons indebted to said estate are 
required to make immediate payment 
to Phyllis Salyer Hutcheson in care of 
J. Kendall Gross.
J. KENDALL GROSS, P.C.,  
P.O. Box 695, Metter, Georgia 30439
This 13th day of April, 2021
Phyllis Salyer Hutcheson
Executor of the Estate of
O.C.  Hutcheson, Deceased
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IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN THE INTEREST OF:
J. D.  SEX M   DOB  09/26/2020   
CASE#
CHILD UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE.
NOTICE OF SUMMONS
TO:  Ricky Burkett and any unknown 
biological, legal, putative father 
of the above-named child born 
to Amber Douberly at Memorial 
Health University Medical Center in 
Savannah, Georgia.
You are hereby notified that the above-
styled action has been brought by 
the EMANUEL County Department 
of Family and Children Services, and 
the Georgia Department of Human 
Services, seeking to terminate your 
parental rights with regard to the above 
referenced child; that said action has 
been filed in the Juvenile Court of 
Emanuel County, Georgia; and that 
by reason of an Order for Service of 
Summons by Publication dated April 
14 , 2021, you are hereby notified that 
you may obtain a copy of the petition 
from the Clerk of the Juvenile Court of 
Emanuel County, Georgia and may file 
with the Clerk of said Court and serve 
upon Marnique Oliver, Petitioner’s 
Attorney, whose mailing address is 
P.O. Box 308, 115 S. Racetrack Street, 
Swainsboro, Georgia, 30401, an 
answer to the petition at any time prior 
to the Final Hearing.  
You are hereby commanded and 
required to appear before this court 
on the 8th day of  July_, 2021 at the 
EMANUEL County Courthouse in 
Swainsboro, Georgia at 10:00 a.m., 
for a FINAL HEARING and show 
cause, if any you have, why the relief 
requested in the petition should not be 
granted. You are hereby commanded 
and required to appear before this 
Court at said final hearing or the 
findings of the Court will be made the 
permanent order of this Court in the 
above case. You must attend the final 
hearing in order to preserve your rights. 
At the final hearing you will be given an 
opportunity to show cause, if any you 
have, why the relief requested in the 
petition should not be granted. Prior to 
the Final Hearing a Provisional Hearing 
on the petition will be held before the 
Court on  June 24  , 2021_at 10:00 
a.m. in the Juvenile Courtroom at 
the EMANUEL County Courthouse, 
Swainsboro, Georgia.  
The parties notified hereby are entitled 
to legal counsel in the proceedings, 
and the Court will appoint legal counsel 
if any party should be unable, without 
undue hardship, to employ counsel.  
You are further notified that you will 
lose all rights to the children and will not 
be entitled to object to the termination 
of your rights to the children unless, 
within thirty days of receipt of this 
notice, you file:
a) A petition to legitimate the children 
pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 19-7-22; and 
b) Notice of the filing of the petition to 
legitimate with the Emanuel County 
Juvenile Court. 
The Findings of Fact and Order of 
Disposition made at the Provisional 
Hearing will become final at the Final 
Hearing unless the party served by 
publication appears at the Final Hearing.  
If the party served by publication fails 
to appear at the Final Hearing on 
the petition, the Findings of Fact and 
Interlocutory Orders made will become 
final without further evidence and will 
be governed by the Juvenile Court 
Code as if made at the Final Hearing.  If 
the party served by publication appears 
at the Final Hearing, the Interlocutory 
findings and Orders shall be vacated 
and disregarded, and the hearing shall 
proceed upon the allegations of the 
motion.
The parties notified hereby are entitled 
to legal counsel in the proceedings, 
and the Court will appoint legal counsel 
if any party should be unable, without 
undue hardship, to employ counsel.

A copy of this petition may be obtained 
at no charge from the Office of the Clerk 
of Court between the hours of 9:00 a.m. 
and 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.
WITNESS, the Honorable Sherri 
McDonald, Judge of said Juvenile 
Court.
This ________ day of 
___________________, 2021.______
________________________
Clerk, Emanuel County Juvenile Court
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|IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY  STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF	
JOYCE M. McINTEE, 	
ESTATE NO. 21E0056
DECEASED	
NOTICE 
IN RE: Petition to Probate Will in 
Solemn Form and for Letters of 
Administration with Will Annexed 
TO: ALL INTERSTED PARTIES,
[List here all interested parties having 
unknown addresses to be served by 
publication]
This is to notify you to file objection, if 
there is any, to the above-referenced 
petition, in this Court on or before 
10:00 a.m. May 17, 2021.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objec-
tions to the petition must be in writing, 
setting forth the grounds of any such 
objections.  All objections should be 
sworn to before a notary public or 
before a probate court clerk, and 
filing fees must be tendered with your 
objections, unless you qualify to file 
as an indigent party.  Contact pro-
bate court personnel for the required 
amount of filing fees.  If any objections 
are filed, a hearing will be scheduled 
at a later date.  If no objections are 
filed, the petition may be granted with-
out a hearing.
DON E. WILKES
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Jeanie Hooks
Clerk of the Probate Court
P. O. Box 70 / 125 S. Main Street
Swainsboro, Ga. 30401
Address
478-237-7091
Telephone Number
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IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF	
TRUMAN D. MCKENZIE, 	
ESTATE NO. 21E0055
DECEASED	
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF 
ADMINISTRATION 
NOTICE
TO: ALL INTERESTED PARTIES and 
to whom it may concern:
KEVIN DAVID McKENZIE
has petitioned for to be appoint-
ed administrator of the estate of 
TRUMAN D. McKENZIE deceased, of 
said county.  (The petitioner has also 
applied for waiver of bond, waiver of 
reports, waiver of statements, and/or 
grant of certain powers contained in 
O.C.G.A. § 53-12-261.)  All interested 
persons are hereby notified to show 
cause why said petition should not be 
granted.  All objections to the petition 
must be in writing, setting forth the 
grounds of any such objections, and 
must be filed with the Court on or 
before 10:00 a.m. May 17, 2021.  
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objec-
tions to the petition must be in writing, 
setting forth the grounds of any such 
objections.  All objections should be 
sworn to before a notary public or 
before a probate court clerk, and 
filing fees must be tendered with your 
objections, unless you qualify to file 
as an indigent party.  Contact pro-
bate court personnel for the required 
amount of filing fees.  If any objections 
are filed, a hearing will be scheduled 
at a later date.  If no objections are 
filed, the petition may be granted with-
out a hearing.
DON E. WILKES
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Jeanie Hooks
Clerk of the Probate Court
P. O. Box 70 / 125 S. Main Stree
Swainsboro, Ga. 30401
Address
478-237-7091
Telephone Number
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IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF	
GARY L. GAMIZA, 	
ESTATE NO. 21E0059
DECEASED	
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF 
ADMINISTRATION 
NOTICE
[Note: Strike the sentence in paren-
thesis below if not applicable.]
TO: ALL INTERESTED PARTIES and 
to whom it may concern:
ROBBIE GAMIZA has petitioned for 
to be appointed administrator of the 
estate of GARY L. GAMIZA deceased, 
of said county.  (The petitioner has 
also applied for waiver of bond, waiver 
of reports, waiver of statements, and/
or grant of certain powers contained in 
O.C.G.A. § 53-12-261.)  All interested 
persons are hereby notified to show 
cause why said petition should not be 
granted.  All objections to the petition 
must be in writing, setting forth the 
grounds of any such objections, and 
must be filed with the Court on or 
before 10:00 A. M. MAY 24, 2021.  
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objec-
tions to the petition must be in writing, 
setting forth the grounds of any such 
objections.  All objections should be 
sworn to before a notary public or 
before a probate court clerk, and 
filing fees must be tendered with your 
objections, unless you qualify to file 
as an indigent party.  Contact pro-
bate court personnel for the required 
amount of filing fees.  If any objections 
are filed, a hearing will be scheduled 
at a later date.  If no objections are 
filed, the petition may be granted with-
out a hearing.
DON E. WILKES
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Jeanie Hooks
Clerk of the Probate Court
P. O. Box 70

Swainsboro, Ga. 30401
Address
478-237-7091
Telephone Number
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IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF	
FREDERICK EUGENE HUNDLEY 
SR., 	
ESTATE NO. 21E0060
DECEASED	
NOTICE 
IN RE: Petition to Probate Will in 
Solemn Form and for Letters of 
Administration with Will Annexed
TO: ALL INTERESTED PARTIES,
This is to notify you to file objection, if 
there is any, to the above-referenced 
petition, in this Court on or before 
10:00 A.M. MAY 24, 2021.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objec-
tions to the petition must be in writing, 
setting forth the grounds of any such 
objections.  All objections should be 
sworn to before a notary public or 
before a probate court clerk, and 
filing fees must be tendered with your 
objections, unless you qualify to file 
as an indigent party.  Contact pro-
bate court personnel for the required 
amount of filing fees.  If any objections 
are filed, a hearing will be scheduled 
at a later date.  If no objections are 
filed, the petition may be granted with-
out a hearing.
DON E. WILKES
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Jeanie Hooks
Clerk of the Probate Court
P. O. Box 70
Swainsboro, Ga. 30401
Address
478-237-7091
Telephone Number
|
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF	
JAMES RANDY BRANTLEY, 	
ESTATE NO. 21E00113
DECEASED	
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF 
ADMINISTRATION 
NOTICE
TO: ALL INTERESTED PARTIES and 
to whom it may concern:
BILLY BRANTLEY has petitioned for 
to be appointed administrator of the 
estate of JAMES RANDY BRANTLEY 
deceased, of said county.  (The peti-
tioner has also applied for waiver 
of bond, waiver of reports, waiver 
of statements, and/or grant of cer-
tain powers contained in O.C.G.A. § 
53-12-261.)  All interested persons 
are hereby notified to show cause why 
said petition should not be granted.  
All objections to the petition must be 
in writing, setting forth the grounds of 
any such objections, and must be filed 
with the Court on or before 10:00 A.M. 
MAY 24, 2021.  
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objec-
tions to the petition must be in writing, 
setting forth the grounds of any such 
objections.  All objections should be 
sworn to before a notary public or 
before a probate court clerk, and 
filing fees must be tendered with your 
objections, unless you qualify to file 
as an indigent party.  Contact pro-
bate court personnel for the required 
amount of filing fees.  If any objections 
are filed, a hearing will be scheduled 
at a later date.  If no objections are 
filed, the petition may be granted with-
out a hearing.
DON E. WILKES
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Jeanie Hooks
Clerk of the Probate Court
P. O. Box 70 / 125 S. Main Street
Swainsboro, Ga. 30401
Address
478-237-7091
Telephone Number
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IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF	
BILLIE EUGENE MOONEY, 	
ESTATE NO. 21E0054
DECEASED
NOTICE
IN RE: The Petition to Probate Will in 
Solemn Form in the above-referenced 
estate having been duly filed,
TO: DANNY M. MOONEY and ANNA 
MOONEY EASTMAN
This is to notify you to file objection, if 
there is any, to the petition to probate 
will in solemn form, in this Court on 
or before 10:00 A.M. MAY 24, 2021. 
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objec-
tions to the petition must be in writing, 
setting forth the grounds of any such 
objections.  All objections should be 
sworn to before a notary public or 
before a probate court clerk, and 
filing fees must be tendered with your 
objections, unless you qualify to file 
as an indigent party.  Contact pro-
bate court personnel for the required 
amount of filing fees.  If any objections 
are filed, a hearing will be scheduled 
at a later date.  If no objections are 
filed, the petition may be granted with-
out a hearing.
DON E. WILKES
Judge of the Probate Court
By:  Jeanie Hooks
Clerk of the Probate Court
P. O. Box 70
Swainsboro, Ga. 30401
Address
478-237-7091
Telephone Number
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NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS State of Georgia, 
County of Emanuel All creditors of 
the estate of  Mary  Ellen Johnson, 
deceased late of Emanuel County, 
are hereby notified to render in their 
demands to the undersigned accord-
ing to law, and all persons indebted 
to said estate are required to make 
immediate payment to him, so stat-
ed this date of notice publication. 
Claims and payments should be sent 
to Sheldon Johnson, Executor, by 
and through his attorney, Richard 
J. Thompson. Sheldon Johnson 
Executor of the Estate of  Mary 

Ellen Johnson, deceased Richard J. 
Thompson 123 South Main Street 
P.O. Box 824 Swainsboro, Georgia 
30401 (478) 419-1022 State Bar # 
305464
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NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER 
STATE OF GEORGIA COUNTY OF 
EMANUEL Under and by virtue of 
the power of sale contained with that 
certain Security Deed dated April 25, 
2007, from Johnny D. Williams Jr and 
Tracy P Williams to Bank of America, 
N.A, recorded on April 25, 2007 in 
Deed Book 289 at Page 150 Eman-
uel County, Georgia records, having 
been last sold, assigned, transferred 
and conveyed to Wells Fargo Bank, 
N.A., as Trustee for Banc of America 
Funding Corporation Mortgage Pass-
Through Certificates, Series 2007-
5by Assignment and said Security 
Deed having been given to secure 
a note dated April 25, 2007, in the 
amount of $88,000.00, and said Note 
being in default, the undersigned will 
sell at public outcry during the legal 
hours of sale before the door of the 
courthouse of Emanuel County, Geor-
gia, on June 01, 2021 the following 
described real property (hereinafter 
referred to as the “Property”): ALL 
THOSE LOTS OR PARCELS OF 
LAND, LYING AND BEING IN THE 
CITY OF SWAINSBORO, 53RD GMD 
OF EMANUEL COUNTY, GEORI-
GIA, AND BEING IDENTIFIED AS 
PARCEL 1, CONTAINING 0.41 OF 
AN ACRE, MORE OR LESS, ON 
A PLAT OF SURVEY PREPARED 
BY ANTHONY R. HUTCHESON, 
REGISTERED LAND SURVEYOR 
NO. 2914, DATED JANUARY 31, 
2007, AND RECORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 21, PAGE 619, EMANUEL 
COUNTY CLERK’S RECORDS, AND 
TO WHICH PLAT REFERENCE IS 
HEREBY MADE FOR DESCRIPTIVE 
AND ALL OTHER LEGAL PURPOS-
ES. SAID PARCELS COMBINED 
BEING BOUNDED NOW FORMER-
LY, AND AS SHOWN ON SAID 
PLAT, AS FOLLOWS: NORTH BY 
THE 50’ RIGHT-OF-WAY OF LAKE 
LUCK DRIVE; EAST BY OTHER 
PROPERTY NOW OR FORMERLY 
OF GRANTORS; SOUTH BY PROP-
ERTY OF CARLO THOMAS; AND 
WEST BY PROPERTY OF ANNETTE 
J. BLACKWELL. The debt secured by 
the Security Deed and evidenced by 
the Note and has been, and is hereby, 
declared due and payable because 
of, among other possible events of 
default, failure to make the payments 
as required by the terms of the Note. 
The debt remaining is in default and 
this sale will be made for the purposes 
of paying the Security Deed, accrued 
interest, and all expenses of the sale, 
including attorneys’ fees. Notice of 
intention to collect attorneys’ fees has 
been given as provided by law. To the 
best of the undersigned’s knowledge, 
the person(s) in possession of the 
property are Johnny D. Williams Jr 
and Tracy P Williams. The property, 
being commonly known as 158 Lk 
Luck Dr, Swainsboro, GA, 30401 
in Emanuel County, will be sold as 
the property of Johnny D. Williams 
Jr and Tracy P Williams, subject to 
any outstanding ad valorem taxes 
(including taxes which are a lien and 
not yet due and payable), any matters 
affecting title to the property which 
would be disclosed by accurate sur-
vey and inspection thereof, and all 
assessments, liens, encumbrances, 
restrictions, covenants, and matters 
of record to the Security Deed. Pursu-
ant to O.C.G.A.Section 44-14-162.2, 
the name, address and telephone 
number of the individual or entity who 
shall have the full authority to nego-
tiate, amend or modify all terms of 
the above described mortgage is as 
follows: Specialized Loan Servicing, 
LLC, 8742 Lucent Blvd Suite 300, 
Highlands Ranch, CO 80129, 720-
241-7251 . The foregoing notwith-
standing, nothing in O.C.G.A. Section 
44-14-162.2 shall require the secured 
creditor to negotiate, amend or modify 
the terms of the mortgage instrument. 
The sale will be conducted subject 
(1) to confirmation that the sale is 
not prohibited under U.S. Bankruptcy 
code and (2) to final confirmation and 
audit of the status of the loan with the 
holder of the Security Deed. Albertelli 
Law Attorney for Wells Fargo Bank, 
N.A., as Trustee for Banc of America 
Funding Corporation Mortgage Pass-
Through Certificates, Series 2007-5 
as Attorney in Fact for Johnny D. 
Williams Jr and Tracy P Williams 100 
Galleria Parkway, Suite 960 Atlanta, 
GA 30339 Phone: (770) 373-4242 By: 
Cory Sims For the Firm THIS FIRM 
IS ACTING AS A DEBT COLLECTOR 
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT. 
ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PUR-
POSE. - 20-012126 A-4730956 
05/05/2021, 05/12/2021, 05/19/2021, 
05/26/2021
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IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN THE INTEREST OF:	
G. B., DOB: 6/4/2019,		
CASE NOS. 21-JV-84
Minor Child.	
NOTICE OF SUMMONS
TO: LESLIE ELROD,   and  TYLER  
BECKWORTH, as well as any person 
who may be the biological father of 
the above-referenced child, born to 
LESLIE ELROD at Wellstar Atlanta 
Medical Center in Fulton County, 
Georgia.
You are hereby notified that the above-
styled action has been brought by the 
Emanuel County
Department of Family and Children 
Services, and the Georgia Division of 
Family and Children Services, seeking 
to terminate your parental rights 
with regard to the above-referenced 
children; that said action has been 
filed in the Juvenile Court of Emanuel 
County, Georgia; and that by reason of 
an Order for Service of Summons by 
Publication dated April 22, 2021, you 
are hereby notified that you may obtain 
a copy of the petition from the Clerk of 
the Juvenile Court of Emanuel County, 
Georgia and may file with the Clerk of 
said Court, and serve upon Jenifer T. 
McComas, Petitioner’s Attorney, whose 
mailing address is 128 Jackson Street, 
Vidalia, Georgia, 30474, an answer 
to the petition at any time prior to 

FREE PUPPIES

FREE Golden Retriever 
Puppies to Forever Homes! 
1 Male,1 Female. Excellent 
temperament!  House trained 
with very good trainable na-
tures & perfect for families 
with children and other pets!  
I will not re home to just 
any-one. Please email me at: 
Josephinemccallum56@aol.
com or Text 256-663-8167.

MISC NOTICES

MISC FOR SALE

R E P R O D U C T I O N 
QUEEN ANNE DIN-
ING ROOM SET 
WITH LEAVES AND 6 
CHAIRS. Excellent con-
dition. $400/negotiable.
Call 478.494.0085.

ESTATE TAG SALE

ESTATE TAG SALE: 
Thursday - Sunday, 
May 13 - 16, from 9am 
- 5pm @ 111 Kathleen 
Rd. Entire house full 
of furniture and ap-
plicances to include 
a refrigerator, freezer, 
washer and dryer, mat-
tresses, rugs, lamps, 
dishes, and pots and 
pans. Full of decora-
tive items and seasonal 
items. Nice dog house, 
handy-house, patio fur-
niture, and riding lawn 
mower. For pictures and 
more info, visit www.
e s t a t e s a l e s - g a - p a s -
times.com, or call 
Edna at 478.494.7041 
or Ann at 706.872.6183.

YARD SALE

Sat, May 15 & 22, from 8:30 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Hwy 
221 (4 miles South of Kite). 
SELLING EVERYTHING!!!

(Continued on page 3D)
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Legals
the Final Hearing.  You are hereby 
commanded and required to appear 
before this court on the 24th day of 
June, 2021, at the Emanuel County 
Courthouse in Swainsboro, Georgia 
at 10:00 a.m., and show cause, if any 
you have, why the relief requested 
in the petition should not be granted.
The hearing scheduled above is a 
provisional hearing held pursuant to 
O.C.G.A. §1511163 and O.C. G.A. §15-
11-282.  The final hearing in this matter 
is scheduled on the 8th day of July, 2021 
at the Emanuel County Courthouse in 
Swainsboro, Georgia, at 10:00 a.m.  
You are hereby commanded and 
required to appear before this Court 
at said final hearing or pursuant to 
O.C.G.A. §1511163 and O.C. G.A. §15-
11-282 the findings of the Court made 
at the provisional hearing will be made 
the permanent order of this Court in the 
above case.
Be advised if you fail to attend the 
provisional hearing, you must attend 
the final hearing in order to preserve 
your rights.  At the final hearing you 
will be given an opportunity to show 
cause, if any you have, why the relief 
requested in the petition should not 
be granted.
If you fail to appear, the court can 
terminate your parental rights in your 
absence.
Any biological father, known or 
unknown, is hereby notified that he 
will lose all rights to the children and 
will not be entitled to object to the 
termination of his rights to the children 
unless, within thirty days of receipt of 
this notice, he files:
(a) a petition to legitimate the children 
pursuant to O.C.G.A. §19-7-22; and
(b) notice of the filing of the petition 
to legitimate with the Tattnall County 
Juvenile Court.
If the court at the trial finds that the 
facts set out in the petition to terminate 
parental rights are true and that 
termination of your rights will serve 
the best interests of your children, the 
court can enter a judgment ending your 
rights to your children.
If the judgment terminates your 
parental rights, you will no longer have 
any rights to your children.  This means 
that you will not have the right to visit, 
contact, or have custody of your child 
or make any decisions affecting your 
children or your children’s earnings or 
property.  Your children will be legally 
freed to be adopted by someone else.
Even if your parental rights are 
terminated:
(1) You will still be responsible for 
providing financial support (child 
support payments) for your child’s care 
unless and until your child is adopted; 
and
(2) Your child can still inherit from you 
unless and until your children is/are 
adopted.
This is a very serious matter.  You 
should contact an attorney immediately 
so that you can be prepared for the 
court hearing.  You have the right to  
hire an attorney and to have him or her 
represent you.  If you cannot afford to 
hire an attorney, the court will appoint 
an attorney if the court finds that you 
are an indigent person.  Whether or 
not you decide to hire an attorney, you 
have the right to attend the hearing 
of your case, to call witnesses on 
your behalf, and to question those 
witnesses brought against you.
A copy of this petition may be obtained 
at no charge from the Office of the Clerk 
of Court between the hours of 9:00 
a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through 
Friday.  If you have any questions 
concerning this notice, you may call the 
Clerk’s office.  The telephone number 
is (478) 237-8911. 
WITNESS, the Honorable Sherri 
McDonald, Judge of said Juvenile 
Court.
This 	          day of 	
	 , 2021.		
		
Clerk, Emanuel County Juvenile Court
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
TAYLOR RENEE WILCOX		
PLAINTIFF,			 
VS.				  
WILLIAM LYNN WILCOX		
CASE NO: 21CV110
DEFENDANT.			 
NOTICE
TO: WILLIAM LYNN WILCOX
By Order of the Court for service of 
Publication dated April 30, 2021, you 
are hereby noticed that on the April 
23, 2021, TAYLOR RENEE WILCOX, 
filed suit against you for divorce. You 
are required to file with the Clerk of 
Superior Court, and to serve upon 
Plaintiff’s attorney Marnique W. Oliver, 
P.O. Box 308, Swainsboro, Georgia 
30401, an answer in writing within 
sixty (60) days of the date of the 
order for publication which was April 
30, 2021.
Witness, the Honorable Robert S. 
Reeves, Judge of Emanuel County 

Superior Court.
This __________ day of 
_________________, 2021.
______________________
Kristin Hall, Clerk
Emanuel County Superior Court
P.O. Box 627
Swainsboro, Georgia 30401
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IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN RE: WADIS COLEMAN,
DECEASED                                  
ESTATE NO. 21E0016
NOTICE OF PETITION TO FILE FOR 
YEAR’S SUPPORT
The petition of GLADYS COLEMAN,  
for a Year’s Support from the estate 
of WADIS COLEMAN, deceased, for 
decedent’s surviving spouse, having 
been duly filed, all interested persons 
are hereby notified to show cause, 
if any they have, on before MAY 31, 
2021, why said petition should not 
be granted.
All objections, and must be filed on or 
before the time stated in the preced-
ing sentence. All objections should 
be sworn to before a notary public 
or before a probate court clerk, and 
filing fees must be tendered with your 
objections, unless you qualify to file 
as an indigent party. Contact pro-
bate court personal for the required 
amount of filing fees. If any objections 
are filed, a hearing will be scheduled 
at a late date. If no objections are filed 
the petition may be granted without a 
hearing.
DON E. WILKES
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Jeanie Hooks
Clerk of the Probate Court
P.O. Box 70
Swainsboro, Ga. 30401
Address 
478-237-7091
Telephone Number
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
KELSEY BLAIN ALFORD
Plaintiff,
v.                                                              
Thomas Loy Wright, Jr.
Defendant.
Civil Action No. 21-CV-103
NOTICE OF SUMMONS- SERVICE 
BY PUBLICATION
TO: THOMAS WRIGHT, JR., 
Defendant Named Above:
You are hereby notified that the 
above-styled action seeking Divorce 
[state the relief sought] was filed 
against you in said court on April 14, 
2021, and that by reason of an order 
for service of summons by publication 
entered by the court on April 14, 
2021 you are hereby commanded and 
required to file with the clerk of said 
court and serve upon Kelsey Alford 
plaintiff, whose address is 137 Lewis 
Rd. Swainsboro, an answer to the 
complaint within sixty (60) of the date 
of the order for service by publication. 
If you fail to do so, judgement by 
default will be taken against you for 
the relief demanded in the complaint.
Witness the Honorable Tommy Smith, 
Judge of said Court.
This the 14th day of April, 2021.
__________________________
Clerk of Superior Court
Emanuel, County

|
NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND 
DEBTORS
All creditors of the estate of THOMAS 
NICK HERRINGTON SR., decedent 
late of Emanuel County, State of 
Georgia, are hereby notified to render 
in their demands to the undersigned 
according to law and all persons 
indebted to said estate are required 
to make immediate payment to me.
This the 27th day of April, 2021
ANNELLE K HERRINGTON, executor 
executrix of the estate of
THOMAS NICK HERRINGTON SR.,   
decedent.
459 Prince Avenue
Swainsboro, Ga. 30401
Address of Executor/Executrix
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IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF	
DEBBIE JOHNSON PRICE, 	
ESTATE NO. 21E0062
DECEASED	
NOTICE
IN RE: The Petition to Probate Will in 
Solemn Form in the above-referenced 
estate having been duly filed,
TO: KATHY KENT McLUNG
This is to notify you to file objection, if 
there is any, to the petition to probate 
will in solemn form, in this Court on or 
before JUNE 7, 2021. 
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objec-
tions to the petition must be in writing, 
setting forth the grounds of any such 
objections.  All objections should be 

sworn to before a notary public or 
before a probate court clerk, and 
filing fees must be tendered with your 
objections, unless you qualify to file 
as an indigent party.  Contact pro-
bate court personnel for the required 
amount of filing fees.  If any objections 
are filed, a hearing will be scheduled 
at a later date.  If no objections are 
filed, the petition may be granted 
without a hearing.
DON E. WILKES
Judge of the Probate Court
By:  Jeanie Hooks
Clerk of the Probate Court
P. O. Box 70 / 125 South Main Street
Swainsboro, Ga. 30401
Address
478-237-7091
Telephone Number

|
TRADE NAME REGISTRATION 
STATEMENT
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the 
business carried on in Swainsboro, 
Georgia, doing business in Emanuel 
County under the trade name 
“AllGreen Services”, is owned and 
operated by Atlantic Waste Services, 
Inc., a Georgia corporation whose 
principal address is 125-B Pine 
Meadow Drive, Pooler, Georgia 31322 
and that the statement relating thereto 
required by the O.C.G.A.  §  101-490, 
et seq., has been filed with the Clerk 
of Superior Court of Emanuel County, 
Georgia.
HUNTER, MACLEAN, EXLEY & 
DUNN, P.C.
By: Thomas S. Cullen, Esq.,
 Attorney for Atlantic Waste Services, 
Inc.

|
NOTICE OF FINDING OF NO SIG-
NIFICANT IMPACT AND NOTICE OF 
INTENT TO REQUEST RELEASE 
OF FUNDS
Date of Notice
May 12, 2021City of Twin City 2790
Hwy. 80 East
Twin City, Georgia 30471 478-763-
2695
These notices shall satisfy two 
separate but related procedural 
requirements for activities to be 
undertaken by the City of Twin City.
REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF 
FUNDS
On or about May 31, 2021 the City 
of Twin City will submit a request 
to the Georgia Department of Com-
munity Affairs for the release of 
Community Development Block 
Grant funds under Title I of the 
Housing and Community Develop-
ment Act of 1974, as amended, 
to undertake a project known as 
Twin City Water and Fire Protection 
Improvements for the purpose of 
replacing the existing 4-inch and 
smaller lines within the target area 
as shown on Exhibit V – Proposed 
Water System Improvements, for a 
total project cost of $851,500.
Approximately 13,554 L.F. of 8-inch, 
6-inch and 2-inch PVC, 210 L.F. of 
6-inch ductile iron water line will 
be installed and appurtenances. 
Approximately 58 service lines will 
be disconnected from the existing 
water lines and replaced with new 
¾-inch PVC service lines.
As shown on Exhibit V, new 6-inch 
and 8-inch PVC water lines will 
be installed throughout the tar-
get area. In order to improve the 
fire protection to the target area, 
additional fire hydrants have been 
included so that the fire hydrants 
are approximately 500 feet apart.
All houses will receive new ¾ inch 
polyethylene service lines. The 
new ¾-inch polyethylene service 
will be installed from the main to 
the existing meter location along 
the road right-of- way. It is our 
understanding that all houses have 
indoor plumbing. Service bores 
will be made to serve customers 
on the opposite side of the road. 
Where the water main lines cross 
the roadway, the asphalt will be 
removed and replaced. All dis-
turbed areas will be re-grassed. 
The Contractor will be required to 
implement best management prac-
tices to control erosion.
FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT 
IMPACT
The City of Twin City has deter-
mined that the project will have no 
significant impact on the human 
environment. Therefore, an Envi-
ronmental Impact Statement under 
the National Environmental Policy 
Act of 1969 (NEPA) is not required. 
Additional project information is 
contained in the Environmental 
Review Record (ERR) on file at 
the City of Twin City, 2790 Hwy. 
80 East, Twin City, GA 30471, and 
the Heart of Georgia Altamaha 
Regional Commission, 5405 Oak 
Street, Eastman, GA 31023 and may 
be examined or copied weekdays 
8:00 A.M to 5:00 P.MPUBLIC COM-

MENTS
Any individual, group, or agency 
may submit written comments on 
the ERR to the attention of Mayor 
Matt Donaldson, City of Twin City. 
All comments received by May 29, 
2021 will be considered by the City 
of Twin City prior to authorizing 
submission of a request for release 
of funds.  Comments should spec-
ify which Notice they are address-
ing.
ENVIRONMENTAL CERTIFICATION
The City of Twin City certifies to 
HUD/State of Georgia that Matt 
Donaldson in his capacity as 
Mayor consents to accept the juris-
diction of the Federal Courts if 
an action is brought to enforce 
responsibilities in relation to the 
environmental review process and 
that these responsibilities have 
been satisfied. HUD’s/Georgia’s 
approval of the certification satis-
fies its responsibilities under NEPA 
and related laws and authorities 
and allows the City of Twin City to 
use program funds.
OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF 
FUNDS
HUD/State of Georgia will accept 
objections to its release of funds 
and the City of Twin City’s certifi-
cation for a period of fifteen days 
following the anticipated submis-
sion date or its actual receipt of 
the request (whichever is later) only 
if they are on one of the following 
bases: (a) the certification was not 
executed by the Certifying Officer 
of the City of Twin City; (b) the City 
of Twin City has omitted a step or 
failed to make a decision or finding 
required by HUD regulations at 24 
CFR part 58; (c) the grant recipient 
or other participants in the devel-
opment process have committed 
funds, incurred costs or undertak-
en activities not authorized by 24 
CFR Part 58 before approval of a 
release of funds by HUD/Georgia; 
or (d) another Federal agency act-
ing pursuant to 40 CFR Part 1504 
has submitted a written finding 
that the project is unsatisfactory 
from the standpoint of environ-
mental quality.  Objections must be 
prepared and submitted in accor-
dance with the required procedures 
(24 CFR Part 58, Sec. 58.76) and 
shall be addressed to HUD/Georgia 
Department of Community Affairs 
at 60 Executive Park South,
Atlanta, GA 30329.  Potential objec-
tors should contact HUD/Georgia 
Department of Community Affairs 
to verify the actual last day of the 
objection period.
Matt Donaldson, Mayor, City of Twin 
City

|
Final Notice and Public Explanation of 
a Proposed Activity in a 100-Year/500-
year Floodplain and/or Wetland
To:  All interested Agencies US 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, Georgia Department of 
Community Affairs, Emanuel County, 
City of Twin City, and other Groups 
and Individuals. 
This is to give notice that City of Twin 
City under Part 58 has conducted an 
evaluation as required by Executive 
Order 11988 and/or 11990, in accor-
dance with HUD regulations at 24 
CFR 55.20 Subpart C Procedures for 
Making Determinations on Floodplain 
Management and Wetlands 
Protection.  The activity is funded 
under the Community Development 
Block Grant program under Georgia 
Department of Community Affairs 
CDBG Contract Number 19P-X-053-
2-6094. The proposed project(s) is 
located on First Ave, N. Railroad 
Ave, Hall St, Old Swainsboro Rd, 
W. Broad St, Coursey St, Wilson 
Rd, Sandridge St, and W. Short St in 
Twin City, Georgia. The purpose of 
this Community Development Block 
Grant is for water improvements and 
fire protection. Less than 2 acres of 
floodplain/wetlands are in the project 
area. The proposed project is located 
at W. Broad St in Twin City, GA 
City of Twin City, Heart of Georgia 
Altamaha Regional Commission, 
and Turnipseed Engineers, have 
considered the following alterna-
tives and mitigation measures to be 
taken to minimize adverse impacts 
and to restore and preserve natural 
and beneficial values. The City of 
Twin City has a good water supply 
serving approximately 707 custom-
ers. Water is pumped to the system 
from two wells and stored in elevat-
ed tanks with capacities of 75,000 
and 200,000-gallons. The distribution 
system consists of 8-inch, 6-inch, 
4-inch, and smaller galvanized iron, 
cast iron, PVC and asbestos cement 
pipes with all individual services are 
metered. City of Twin City employees 
maintain the water supply and distri-
bution system. Water is chlorinated 
and fluoridated at each well prior to 
being pumped to distribution. Exhibit 
IV – Existing Water System Condition 

Map shows the location of the existing 
water lines, the line sizes, and the 
location of residents in the target area. 
The FY 2019 target area is served by 
6-inch and 4-inch waterlines close to 
the City with 4-inch and 2-inch water 
lines farther out.
According to the City operator, the 
4-inch water line in First Avenue 
is galvanized pipe. In West Broad 
Street, there is a 6-inch Asbestos 
Cement pipe, which routinely breaks, 
and a 2-inch water galvanized pipe 
with lead joints. The 6-inch water line 
is for fire protection and the 2-inch 
water line is for customer service. This 
is common in older water systems 
with separate customer and fire water 
system. Farther out in the target area, 
the 4-inch and 2-inch lines are PVC; 
however, they are not looped into the 
City and are inadequate sized to sup-
ply water to fire hydrants to meet fire 
protection requirements. Therefore, 
the water supplying the target area 
must travel farther to reach customers 
and has the potential to be interrupt-
ed during a pipe failure. The farther 
distance results in pressure losses 
in the piping incumbering the fire 
protection capabilities. These smaller 
lines should be replaced with a new 
adequately sized PVC lines to meet 
the volume and pressure needs of the 
residents in the target area with pota-
ble water and fire protection. 
As indicated on Exhibit IV, several fire 
hydrants were tested for flow, static 
and residual pressures. Also, several 
customers were tested for static and 
residual pressures while flowing a 
spigot at the residency. During fire 
hydrant tests, the flows ranged from 
420 to 620 gallons per minute (GPM) 
while residual pressures dropped 
drastically to 10 or zero pounds per 
square inch (PSI). The drastic drop 
in residual pressure is directly attrib-
utable to the smaller water lines sup-
plying flow to the fire hydrants. Fire 
hydrants that operate below 20 PSI 
will not meet fire protection needs. If 
negative pressure is reached on the 
suction side of the fire pump truck, 
a catastrophic collapse of the water 
supply line may occur. Therefore, 
a fire department must place a fire 
engine at a fire hydrant to pump water 
through a supply hose to a fire engine 
at the fire location. If a hydrant is not 
within a reasonable distance, a dump 
tank at the fire location is needed 
for trucks to shuttle water and pump 
from. Either approach results in longer 
response times to fires. Enclosed in 
the Appendix is a letter from the City 
of Twin City Fire Chief expressing 
deficiencies in fire protection in the 
target area. Also, enclosed is the Fire 
Report for the structure fire at 976 
Coursey Road, which was a complete 
loss. The report states, “Water Supply 
was an issue due to hydrant only sup-
plying less than 300 gpm”. Refer to 
the Appendix for Target Area photos, 
in the PER. 
Compounding the measurable defi-
ciencies of firefighting capabilities is 
the fact that there are not an ade-
quate number of fire hydrants in the 
target area to provide adequate fire 
protection coverage. Currently, there 
are six (6) fire hydrants in the target 
area. According to International Fire 
Code Section 103 Table C102.1, fire 
hydrants should be spaced a maxi-
mum of 500-feet apart. To meet this, 
nine (9) new fire hydrants are needed 
in the target area for a total of fifteen 
(15) fire hydrants.
Residential tests revealed that the 
static and residual pressures were 
adequate to meet customer potable 
water demand. Residential static 
pressures ranged from 40 – 44 PSI 
with residual pressures ranging from 
28 – 30 PSI. However, residents have 
complained of low pressure at times.
No Action
No Action is an option; however, the 
inadequacies of the firefighting capa-
bilities and water quality in the target 
area have needed improvement for 
many years to maintain an expected 
and acceptable level of public safe-
ty to the citizens of Twin City. Due 
to prior financial hardships endured 
by the City, improvements were not 
feasible. Currently, the City is in a 
position to make improvements and 
therefore, the City has applied to 
DCA for financial assistance with this 
imminent need.  
Install new larger 6-inch water lines 
adjacent to and abandon the smaller 
lines
Initially, the proposed improvements 
were to install new larger 6-inch 
water lines adjacent to and abandon 
the smaller lines. After calculating 
fire flows to the furthest fire hydrant 
at the end of Wilson Road, it was 
confirmed that the water lines are 
too small to support the fire flow 
requirements. It was determined 
that a 10-inch water line would be 
required from North College Street 
North to Old Swainsboro Road, west 
to State Route 192, north to West 
Broad Street, an 8-inch southeast to 

Wilson Road, then a 6-inch to the end 
of Wilson Road to attain the desired 
results. Based upon the 10-inch 
water line scope, the Total Estimated 
Project Cost would be $1,649,000. A 
detailed cost estimate can be found 
in the Appendix. This would require 
approximately $824,000 of Additional 
City Funds, which would be a GEFA 
Drinking Water State Revolving Loan. 
Furthermore, this alternative would 
not include a loop back to the City 
ensuring reliable water supply to the 
area.
The City could apply for a GEFA 
Drinking Water State Revolving Fund 
low interest loan for the construc-
tion of the proposed water system 
improvements. At 3.11 % interest for 
30 years with a 1.0% closing fee, the 
annual payment would be approxi-
mately $43,364 or $5.11 per customer 
per month. The City is applying for 
CDBG funding to address the water 
system deficiencies in the target area. 
The CDBG funds would offset rate 
increases that would cause additional 
financial hardship on the low-to-mod-
erate residents. 
Include an 8 inch water line back to 
the city along West Broad
The proposed water system improve-
ments consist of replacing the exist-
ing 4-inch and smaller lines with-
in the target area as shown on 
Exhibit V – Proposed Water System 
Improvements. Approximately 13,554 
L.F. of 8-inch, 6-inch and 2-inch PVC, 
210 L.F. of 6-inch ductile iron water 
line will be installed and appurtenanc-
es. Approximately 58 service lines 
will be disconnected from the existing 
water lines and replaced with new 
¾-inch PVC service lines. As shown 
on Exhibit V, new 6-inch and 8-inch 
PVC water lines will be installed 
throughout the target area. In order to 
improve the fire protection to the tar-
get area, additional fire hydrants have 
been included so that the fire hydrants 
are approximately 500 feet apart.
All houses will receive new ¾ inch 
polyethylene service lines. The new 
¾-inch polyethylene service will be 
installed from the main to the exist-
ing meter location along the road 
right-of-way. It is our understanding 
that all houses have indoor plumbing. 
Service bores will be made to serve 
customers on the opposite side of 
the road. Where the water main lines 
cross the roadway, the asphalt will 
be removed and replaced. All dis-
turbed areas will be re-grassed. The 
Contractor will be required to imple-
ment best management practices to 
control erosion.
The City of Twin City should select 
this alternative to provide clean and 
safe drinking water to the citizens 
residing in the target area. The exist-
ing small galvanized and asbes-
tos cement water lines should be 
replaced with new adequately sized 
PVC water lines to meet firefighting 
capabilities. This will provide safe liv-
ing conditions to the residents. All 
existing customers would be recon-
nected to the new water lines with 
new PVC service lines. The City of 
Twin City has acknowledged compli-
ance with Housing Urban Department 
and with the Georgia Department of 
Community Affairs. 
The City of Twin City has reeval-
uated the alternatives to building 
in the floodplain/wetland and has 
determined that it has no practicable 
alternative.  Environmental files that 
document compliance with steps 3 
through 6 of [Executive Order 11988 
and/or 11990], are available for public 
inspection, review and copying upon 
request at the times and location 
delineated in the last paragraph of this 
notice for receipt of comments.  
There are three primary purposes for 
this notice.  First, people who may be 
affected by activities in floodplains/
wetlands and those who have an 
interest in the protection of the natu-
ral environment should be given an 
opportunity to express their concerns 
and provide information about these 
areas.   Second, an adequate public 
notice program can be an important 
public educational tool. The dissem-
ination of information and request 
for public comment about floodplains/
wetlands can facilitate and enhance 
Federal efforts to reduce the risks and 
impacts associated with the occupan-
cy and modification of these special 
areas. Third, as a matter of fairness, 
when the Federal government deter-
mines it will participate in actions 
taking place in floodplains/wetlands, it 
must inform those who may be put at 
greater or continued risk.
Written comments must be received 
by the City of Twin City at the following 
address on or before May 29, 2021. 
Attention Matt Donaldson, Mayor, City 
of Twin City, 2790 Hwy 80 East Twin 
City, GA 30471 or at 478-763-2695. A 
full description of the project may also 
be reviewed from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. on Mon-Fri. Comments may also 
be submitted at domst@hogarc.org 
Date:  May 12, 2021

(From page 2D)

Wedincamp speaks to Kiwanis
The Kiwanis Club of Swainsboro held its weekly 

meeting on Tuesday night, May 4, at the Rustic Grill at 
7 p.m.  With President Dess Smith III presiding, there 
were 26 members in attendance, with two members 
Zooming in.  

The chocolate poke cake, donated and baked by 
Wanda Ellis, brought $62 and was won by Rosa 
Amerson.  The Domino’s pizza, donated by Domino’s 
Pizza, was won by the Kiwanis Club’s newest member 
Sondra Fortner.   The birder’s gift basket, provided by 
Dianna Wedincamp, was won by Sondra Fortner.  Chair 
Tim Goodman thanked everyone who worked on the 
PTF Tabloid.   He also mentioned that next year’s Pine 
Tree Festival will celebrate the 75th Pine Tree Festival, 
the 100th anniversary of the Swainsboro Kiwanis Club 
and the 200th anniversary of the City of Swainsboro 
occurring in 2022.  

The host for the night’s program was Wedincamp, 
who presented a program on her birdwatching 
hobby. Wedincamp got into birding on a trip to Ecuador 
and has been a birder since then.  She dressed in the 
official outfit of birding, a pith helmet, a pair of binoc-
ulars, and a bird book.  She showed club members her 
bird book and her grandmother’s bird book, a hobby it 
runs in the family. She gave club members a list of 30 
local birds to look for this summer.  She explained how 
online resources of the National Audubon Society could 

be utilized to help identify birds and to submit finding 
reports into the national bird data base. The society also 
provides information about what kind of bird seed will 
attract specific birds.  

QUESTION:  What is the official Georgia State Bird?  
If you would like to become a member of the Swainsboro 

Kiwanis Club, contact membership chair Jane Durden at 478-
494-4113 or e-mail her at  hsdurden@bellsouth.net.  Also, 
if you would like more information about this club and the 
many community service projects performed each year, go to 
the club’s website at:    http://www.swainsborokiwanis.
org or to our Swainsboro Kiwanis Facebook page.

WEDINCAMP AND PRESIDENT SMITHTHE OFFICIAL GEORGIA STATE BIRD
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SCENE FROM SATURDAY

City trash truck burns
by BILL CAHILL, SWAINSBORO FD PIO
Shortly after 7 p.m. on Saturday, May 8, a passerby knocked on the door at 

the Southside Fire Station on East Meadowlake Parkway and reported a vehi-
cle fire at the wastewater treatment plant on Industrial Way. Engine 3 radioed 
in the alarm and reported heavy smoke showing. Engine 1 and Engine 4 also 
responded to the call. 

Upon arrival, firefighters found the dump body of city-owned trash pickup 
truck SD-30 burning. The blaze heavily damaged the hydraulic operated crane 
also. Firefighters were on scene almost two hours overhauling the burning de-
bris.
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PHOTO FROM SECOND ANNUAL MEMORIAL GOLF SCRAMBLE

Three members of the Brier Creek and Wiregrass Chapter, Georgia Society 
Sons of the American Revolution, traveled to Screven County on Saturday, 
May 1, to start the second annual Cpl. G. Alex Mincey Memorial Golf Scramble. 

Scotty Scott, Brier Creek Chapter member  and chairman of scramble, asked 
Commander Steve Burke to start this year’s scramble using his 6-pounder 
Naval Cannon from the Brier Creek Artillery. Burke asked Compatriots Wilder 
and Dess Smith III from the Wiregrass Chapter in Swainsboro, also dual mem-
bers of the Brier Creek Chapter, to assist him.  

At 9:30 a.m., Burke gave the order to fire. Immediately after the cannon fire, 
Commander Burke, W. Smith and D. Smith fired their Brown Bess 75 Cal. 
muskets as part of the starting of the scramble.

Wiregrass and Brier 
Creek start scramble

Auto burns at Jordan Estates, 
subject arrested

by BILL CAHILL, 
SWAINSBORO FD PIO

Shortly after 11:30 
p.m. on Sunday, May 2, 
Swainsboro Fire and Po-
lice departments were 
dispatched to a motor 
vehicle fire at 221 East 
Pine Street. First arriv-
ing officers reported a 
2005 Chrysler 300 4-door 

sedan fully engulfed in 
flames. Firefighters from 
Engine 4 stretched and 
charged an inch and 
three-quarter attack line 
to extinguish the blaze. 

The pressure force and 
temperature of the fire 
separated the roof from 
the sides on the vehicle 
body. Once the fire was 

extinguished, it was de-
termined the point of or-
igin was the trunk area 
and confined to the total 
interior of the vehicle. 
Subsequent investigation 
led to the arrest of Ed-
die Terrell Mack, 32, of 
Swainsboro by officers 
of the Swainsboro Police 
Department.

EXTERIOR VIEW OF INVOLVED CAR

INTERIOR VIEW OF INVOLVED CAR

Brinson charged with 
two counts malice 

murder
by WHITLEY 

CLIFTON 
Friday, May 7, Johnson 

County Sheriff’s Office 
provided an update on 
the April 23, 2021 dou-
ble homicide involving 
Destiny Hope Kight, 
18, of Wrightsville and 
Charles Jaylon Garrett, 
18, of East Dublin. 

On Friday, April 
23, Emanuel County 
Sheriff ’s depu-
ties responded to 
the address of 1383 
Paul Lord Road in 
Wrightsville to assist 
Johnson County 
Sheriff’s deputies with 
a double homicide 
case. Upon arrival of 
Johnson County dep-
uties, the bodies of 
Kight and Garrett were 
discovered. Both died 
from apparent gunshot 
wounds. 

The following 
Monday, April 26, 
Daniel Peyton Brinson, 
22, a resident suspect 
of Washington County 
and known associate 
of Garrett, was arrest-
ed by Marietta Police 
Department after an 
immediate pursuit on 
unrelated charges for 
multiple counts of fel-
ony theft by taking. 
Brinson is currently 
being held in the Cobb 
County Jail and has 
been charged with two 
counts malice murder. 

“I want to start off by 
saying, first of all, we 
need to keep these two 
families in our prayers; 
they have lost two 
kids. We need to keep 
this community in our 
prayers and this county 
in our prayers. We’re 
not use to something 
like this. This is going 

to be a long investiga-
tion. Please continue to 
pray for these families 
and for our communi-
ties,” Johnson County 
Sheriff Greg Rowland 
stated.

Sheriff Rowland then 
thanked his deputies as 
well as the Wrightsville 
Police Department, 
Emanuel County Sheriff 
Jeffrey Brewer and dep-
uties, Laurens County 
Sheriff’s Department, 
Washington County 
Sheriff’s Department, 
Sandy Springs Police 
Department, Marietta 
Police Department, 
Cobb County Sheriff’s 
Department, the 
Dublin Circuit District 
Attorney’s Office, the 
U.S. Marshals Service, 
the Southeast Region 
Fugitive Task Force, 
and the Georgia Bureau 
of Investigations (GBI) 
for their assistance in 
this case. 

This case remains 
an active investiga-
tion. Any information 
pertaining to this case 
should be relayed to 
the Johnson County 
Sheriff’s Office at 478-
864-6988, the agency’s 
tip line at 1-800-597-
8477, or to the GBI at 
478-374-6988.

BRINSON
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You gotta love the 
month of May with its 
blue, blue skies, floating 
puffy clouds and warm 
sun that washes away 
thoughts of the harsh 
weather, fears and con-
finement indoors that 
we have endured for 
the past year. We now 
have the joy of May 
and a promising hope 
of controlling the virus 
and opening our world 
again. We can sing like 
Bert to Mary Poppins, 
Ain’t it a grand day, 
right as a morning in 
May. Have you ever 
seen the grass so green 
or a bluer sky?

All other months 
must surely be envious 
of May. Granted, spe-
cial holidays do occur 
in other months, but no 
other month has thir-
ty-one May days. Sultry 
hot weather, freezing 
days with icy roads, 

hurricanes, taxes due, 
raking leaves, mosqui-
toes and gnats are some 
of the displeasures of 
the other eleven---but 
not in May.

Fresh outdoor air is 
calling to me. I live in 
a condo, and the main 
selling attraction is 
“No Yard Work”. That 
also means “No Yard’. 
I grew up with a front 
yard, side yards and 
back yard which includ-
ed the huge grape 
vine, a chicken yard 
and vegetable garden. 
Now, I have a postage 
stamp sized patio and 
ten feet of space away 
from backside of my 
home where I can put 
in plants. My joy is a 
swing that has hung in 
trees at several of my 
homes. My dear son, 
John, made a frame to 
hang it on the patio. 
Most May Days find 

me having a meal at 
the picnic table or day 
dreaming in the swing. 
My thoughts are often, 
“I have never seen the 
grass so green or the 
sky so blue.”

My patio is filled with 
hanging baskets and 
potted plants, but the 
small spot of ground 
space is reserved for 
tomato plants. No mat-
ter what the limitation, 
I must plant tomatoes. 
You can’t change your 
heritage. These brave 
plants surprise me every 
year by growing tall and 
giving me many juicy, 
tasty tomato sandwich-
es on light bread with 
mayonnaise. My father 
tended a large garden 
with enough tomato 
plants for our table, my 
mother’s canning and 
to share with many oth-
ers. Almost every other 
day, he filled my wagon 

with garden fresh vege-
tables to deliver to Miss 
Celestine Williams and 
her mother, Mrs. Ginny 
Williams who lived just 
up the street. There 
was a downside to my 
delivery. Miss Celestine 
always asked, “Are you 
keeping up with your 
practicing during the 
summer?” Truthfully, 
I had not touched the 
piano since my last les-
son with her.

When I sat in the 
grammar schoolroom, 
with the open win-
dows bringing in the 
soft, sweet air, I was 
listening for recess 
bell to ring and make 
a mad dash outside to 
play one of our favorite 
games, MAY I? You did 
not have to be “picked”. 
Everyone was welcome. 
There was only one rule. 
When the leader gave 
you the command to 

take a number of vary-
ing types of steps, first 
you had to ask “may 
I?”. If you did not ask 
and receive permission, 
you had to return to the 
starting line. The bell 
to end recess usually 
ended the game with-
out a winner.

Other popular, more 
competitive games were 
Red Rover, Dodge Ball, 
London Bridge and Tag.

Some girls were 
experts at playing Jacks, 
and boys squatted in 
a circle on the ground 
to shoot marbles. 
Discipline was neces-
sary only when boys 
were caught playing 
marbles “for keeps”. I 

suppose this was looked 
upon as gambling. 
Penalty was confiscat-
ing all the marbles. A 
worst offense was two 
boys squared off with 
fists clenched and danc-
ing around daring a lick 
to be passed. This was 
quickly settled by prin-
cipal marching the boys 
to the office and pos-
sibly a few licks with 
paddle. Of course, those 
are two things never 
done by girls.

“May I?”, continue 
to enjoy this loveliest 
of months along with 
you.”

Write to Shirley at 
sptwiss@gmail.com.

It is my firm policy 
that all members in my 
conglomerate of com-
panies must receive 
their COVID-19 shots or 
risk losing the generous 
perks offered them as 
employees.   These in-
clude occasional week-
ends off (without pay), 
discounts on zither 
lessons, signed photo-
graphs of me kneeling 
during the playing of 

“Ramblin’ Wreck from 
You-Know-Where-In-
stitute of Technology,” 
and the book, “The 
Best of Northern Cui-
sine” (one page) among 
other morale boosters. 
As the leader it is, of 
course, incumbent on 
me to lead the way.   I 
had no negative reaction 
to either shot, except I 
forgot to tell the nurse 
that I am allergic to la-

tex and after pulling off 
the little spot bandage 
following my second 
shot, my shoulder near-
ly exploded and threat-
ened to sue me for gle-
nohumeral joint cruelty. 
Among the many orga-
nizations that make up 
my conglomerate is the 
Yarbrough Worldwide 
Media and Pest Control 
Company, located in 
Greater Garfield, Geor-

gia and best known 
for publishing the 
much-respected Round 
or Square Polls (“You 
provide the dough and 
we’ll cook the num-
bers.”) Junior E. Lee is 
the general manager. 
As you know, Junior 
E. Lee is one of the 
most-respected media 
analysts in the nation as 
well as a certified pest 
control professional.  
That is a rare combina-
tion of skills.  Yet, Junior 
is very modest when 
I offer him praise.   He 
says whether it is a guy 
in a buffalo hat storming 
the U. S. Capitol or your 
run-of-the-mill Cab-
bage looper (Trichoplu-
sia ni), a pest is a pest.  
I asked Junior how the 
vaccinations were going 
at the workplace. He 
said he had gotten his 
shots although he didn’t 
think he needed to.  He 
has inhaled enough 
malathion and perme-
thrin over the years 
that he feels he is pretty 
much immune to any-
thing from COVID-19 to 
calluses but Aunt Flossy 
Fulmer had told him to 
forget poking around 
in her drawers looking 
for fire ants unless he 
was fully vaccinated.   
Junior said most of the 
staff had also been vac-
cinated and they want-
ed me to know how 
much they appreciated 
the discounted zither 
lessons.  Several of them 
have gotten together 
and formed a Zither 
Club over in Stillmore.  
Nothing pleases me 
more than to see my 
employees happy as 
long as they remem-
ber they are expected 
to work weekends for 
the foreseeable future.  

No need to spoil them. 
There is one small prob-
lem, Junior admitted.  
Thurlow Scruggs, the 
new hire who is respon-
sible for crunching the 
numbers in our latest 
polls as well as maintain-
ing our new gas-pow-
ered Tomahawk Tur-
bo Boosted Backpack 
Mosquito Fogger and 
Leaf Blower, says he 
isn’t getting the shots. 
Junior has warned Thur-
low that with that kind 
of attitude he might be 
forgoing the opportu-
nity to learn to master 
the zither and enjoy 
the camaraderie of the 
Stillmore Zither Club. 
Thurlow said it doesn’t 
matter.   He says he 
has been told by high-
ly-placed sources in 
Greater Garfield that a 
microchip has been in-
serted in the vaccine and 
when you get the shot, 
the government can 
track you wherever you 
go, including to Aunt 
Flossy Fulmer’s house. 
Junior said your cell 
phone can do that now.  
Thurlow says that is 
where Bill Gates got the 
idea. Hillary Clinton 
told him.   Thurlow is 
sure he saw Gates loiter-
ing around the Hacien-
da De Gay Internation-
al Airstrip in Garfield 
waiting for a shipment 
of microchips.   Soon, 
the government will 
be able to tell who vot-
ed for Trump and will 
send us all to reeduca-
tion camps in Vermont. 

Then it will be just a 
matter of time before 
the United Nations or-
ders Satanic ritual wor-
ship and the harvesting 
of our organs by Dem-
ocrats in Washington. 
As for wearing a mask, 
Thurlow Scruggs says 
he isn’t doing that, ei-
ther.   He says his right 
to breathe unencum-
bered on his fellow 
citizens is protected 
by some amendment 
to the U. S. Constitu-
tion, if that document 
hasn’t already been 
destroyed by the CIA. 
I ask Junior if Thurlow 
is maintaining social 
distancing as recom-
mended by the Cen-
ters for Disease Control 
and Prevention.   Ju-
nior said that was no 
problem.   Even Arvel 
Ridley’s cows won’t 
come near the guy.  
Why are we keeping 
him on the payroll, I 
asked.   Junior says he 
is a whiz with numbers 
and keeps the mosquito 
sprayer in tip-top 
shape.   Besides, Junior 
thinks it is just a matter 
of time before Georgia 
C o n g r e s s w o m a n 
Marjorie Taylor Greene 
brings Thurlow Scruggs 
to Washington.   I think 
that is a splendid idea.  
One nutcase deserves 
another and I would 
save a lot of money 
on zither lessons. 
You can reach Dick Yar-
brough at  dick@dickyar-
brough.com; at P.O. Box 
725373, Atlanta, Geor-
gia 31139 or on Facebook 
at  www.facebook.com/
dickyarb.
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