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by JIMMY MORGAN
First published in The For-

est-Blade on April 21, 1993
The first Pine Tree Festival 

in 1946 came about, not so 
much as a promotion for the 
pine industry—that was so 
well established that, as the 
county’s principal producer, 
it hardly needed promot-
ing—but rather to discourage 
the burning of the woods.

In the aftermath of the sec-
ond world war the whole 
nation was in transition from 
war time to peace time and 
the products of the south-
ern yellow pine were in 
great demand.  Swainsboro 
Lumber Company had its 
own “yard” in Philadelphia.  
Mathis Lumber Company 
in Twin City was the largest 
industry in the community.  
Several turpentine stills op-
erated within the county.  Sa-
vannah’s principal seagoing 
exports were T&R Factors, 
with T&R standing for tur-
pentine and rosin.

Burning of the woods was 

a common practice in the ear-
ly spring.  It was thought that 
grass would grow faster after 
burning.  The law allowed 
cattle to roam wherever they 
like.  In the early years of the 
Pine Tree Festivals visitors 
often had to drive through 
clouds of smoke, to the great 
embarrassment of festival 
promoters.  Millions of seed-
ling pine trees were yearly 
destroyed by fires.

The festival was clearly a 
strong influence in Georgia’s 
enactment of the controver-
sial “no-fence” law, requiring 
cattle raisers to fence their 
cattle in rather than let them 
roam at large.

No one individual could 
claim credit for the origi-
nal idea of a festival. Many 
community leaders were in-
volved.  The Kiwanis Club, 
as Swainsboro’s only civic 
organization at the time, nat-
urally assumed the spon-
sorship.  Kirk Sutlive of 
Savannah, public relations 
manager for Union Bag (now 

Union Camp), saw the value 
of a festival and was a great 
help in its formation.

The 47 past festivals have 
been varied in character, 
but one constant feature has 
been the Saturday morning 
parade.  Only once in history 
has the parade been rained 
out, and that was in 1949, it 
actually started before being 
stopped by the downpour.

The Pine Tree Festival golf 
tournament has become an 
annual tradition.  Garden 
Clubs stage flower shows 
at festival time and beauty 
pageants in various catego-
ries fill the week before the 
parade.  Sometimes the pag-
eants have been the site of 
political speechmaking.  It 
was at the 1948 festival when 
Herman Talmadge and Mel-
vin Thompson, both claim-
ing with some justifications 
to be the governor of Geor-
gia, ended their months-long 
feud and spoke from the 
same platform.

Past festivals have fea-
tured air shows with para-
chute jumps, water ski com-
petitions, arts and crafts 
exhibits, forestry field days, 
lumberjack contests, com-
munity pageants, country 
music, famous personalities, 
automobile races, marathon 
runs, carnivals and numer-
ous other attractions.  While 
other industries have select-
ed the county and moved 
to it or grown within in, 
the pine tree, clearly the 
county’s greatest natural re-
source, continues to provide 
a mighty portion of Emanuel 
County’s economy.

The annual Pine Tree Festi-
val has become the tradition-
al stage in southeast Georgia 
for the festive salute to the 
pine tree and to the economy 
it supports.

History of the Pine Tree Festival
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From the August 24, 
1922 edition of The 
Forest-Blade

One of the greatest and 
best forward moves ever 
made by the Swainsboro 
citizens was made last 
Friday night when the Ki-
wanis organization was 
perfected here.

The Swainsboro organi-
zation is composed of our 
best citizens and business 
men, young and old, and 
the majority of our most 
reliable and successful 
business and professional 
men are enrolled as mem-
bers of the organization.

A delegation of Dublin 
Kiwanis came over last 
Friday and rendered the 
Swainsboro people mate-
rial and valued aid in per-

fecting the organization.
The officers elected were 

A.S. Bradley, president; 
W.O. Sanders, vice pres-
ident; Weldon Flanders, 
secretary and treasurer; 
J.A. Coleman, chairman 
of the board of directors; 
H.H. Fillingim, district 
trustee.

The board of directors 
were J.A. Coleman, Chair-
man; FH. Cadle, R. C. 
Franklin, Joe Ehrlich, J. 
Alex Smith, Jesse Thomp-
son Jr., and V.E. Durden.

A meeting will be held 
next Friday night at the 
Hotel Marguerite when 
the president will appoint 
his standing committees 
for the remainder of the 
year.

KIWANIS LUN-

CHEON
The initial Kiwanis 

Luncheon was given last 
Friday evening at the Ho-
tel Marguerite. Besides 
the 50 members of the 
Swainsboro Club which 
was necessary to secure a 
charter, there were pres-
ent about 20 of the Dublin 
Kiwanians who had full 
charge of the delightful 
and interesting program.

As the Dublin Kiwa-
nians sponsored the 
Swainsboro Club, they, of 
course, were anxious to 
make the first meeting a 
success and this it proved 
to be.

The charter will be pre-
sented in September.

Kiwanis Club 
organized here
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1947 - “Stop Forest Fires.”
   1948 - “Keep Georgia 

Clean” 
   1949 - “Dollars Grow on 

Pine Trees” 1950 -  Provide” 
   1951 - “Plant and Protect 

Pines for Prosperity; Burn for 
Poverty” 

   1952 - “Green Pines for 
Greenbacks; Burn for Set-

backs” 
   1953 - “Learn, Don’t 

Burn” 
   1954 - “Shine With Pines” 
   1955 - “Keep Pines Alive 

in ‘55” 
   1956 - “Green Pines for 

Happy Times” 
   1957 - “Georgia Shines 

with Emanuel Pines” 

   1958 - “Pines Pay Day to 
Day” 

   1959 - “Dollars and Dimes 
Increase with Pines” 

   1960 - “Make a Spot for 
Your Pine Tree Plot” 

   1961 - “Ring Out the 
Chimes for Emanuel Pines”

   1962 - “Pines Served Us 
Well Since 1812” 

   1963 - “Industry and 
Pines Make Emanuel Fine” 

   1964 - “Pines are Tops in 
Emanuel Crops” 

   1965 - “Pines Bring Cheer 
in the 25th Year” 

   1966 - “As Pines Grow 
Old, They Turn to Gold”

   1967 - “Pines Have a 
Place in this Age of Space” 

   1968 - “Pines are the 
Means in the Age of Ma-
chines”

   1969 - “Pines Open the 
Door to Industry Galore” 

   1970 - “With Pines to 
Show, Emanuel Will Grow” 

   1971 - “Emanuel Coun-
ty Didn’t Miss the Boat, It 

Planted Pines to Stay Afloat” 
   1972 - “Bees Make Honey 

-  Pines Make Money” 
   1973 - “Keep Pines Alive 

and Watch Emanuel Thrive” 
   1974 - “Needle-less to Say 

-  Pines are Here to Stay” 
   1975 - “Since ‘45 We Still 

Strive to Keep Pine Trees 
Alive” 

   1976 - “Let’s Honor the 
Red, White and Blue and 
Our Pine Trees, Too” 

   1977 - “Pines We Grow 
-  Progress We Show” 

   1978 - “People are Here 
Today - Pines are Here to 
Stay” 

   1979 - “Save Energy and 
Time - Protect Our Pines in 
‘79” 

   1980 - “Pine Tree Pride -  
The 35th Time” 

   1981 - “Pines Preserved 
-  Energy Conserved” 

   1982 - “Pines Will See Us 
Through in ‘82” 

   1983 - “Pines are a Boun-
ty for Emanuel County”  

   1984 - “Pines Galore in 
‘84” 

   1985 - “God Made All 
Trees Big and Tall, But the 
Beautiful Pine Tree Tops 
Them All” 

   1986 - “Plant Pines -  Plant 
a Future”

   1987 - “Where Would We 
Be Without a Pine Tree” 

   1988 - “Let’s Honor Our 
Pines For the 43’rd Time”

   1989 - “Fill Your Pockets 
With Pine Tree Profits” 

   1990 - “Stop Polluting 
and Start Saluting Pines” 
   1991 - “Plant Pines in ‘91 
-  Grow Jobs For Everyone” 

   1992 - “Let’s Do Our 
Share -  Plant Pines For Profit 
and Clean Air”

   1993 - “Planting Pines in 
‘93 Means Prosperity for You 
and Me” 

   1994 - “Give Pine Trees 
Our Salute Because They 
Bring in Lots of Loot”

   1995 - “Emanuel, the 

Past festival slogans through the years

(Continued on page 5)
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Lean, Green, Growing 
Machine” 

   1996 - “Use Your Mind, 
Save Our Pines”

   1997 - “Georgia Pine on 
My Mind” 

   1998 - “The Emanuel 
Pine Will Forever Shine”

   1999 - “The Pine Tree -  
Emanuel County’s Future” 

   2000 - “Festival of Pines 
is Still Alive at ‘55”

   2001 - “Pines Are No. 1 
in 2001” 

   2002 - “Plant A Pine, 
Your Future Will Shine”

   2003 - ”A prosperous 
future the Georgia pine 
brings - in a land where 
freedom rings” 

   2004 - ”Let Your Dreams 
Soar in 2004, Plant a Pine.”

   2005 - “Georgia Pines: A 
TREEmendous Resource” 

   2006 - “Pines Grow-
ing Keeps Our Economy 
Growing”

   2007 - “Think Smart! 
Think Future! Plant Pines!”

   2008 - “Just Plant One” 
   2009 - “You’ll Grow to 

Love the Georgia Pine” 
   2010 - “Time to Shine 

With Georgia Pines” 
   2011 - “2011 Feels So 

Fine, Just Like Dollars 
From a Pine” 

   2012- “200 Years of the 
Amazing Pine Have Made 
Emanuel County Fine”

   2013 - “Pines Grow 

Green in Twenty-13”
   2014 - “Georgia Pines 

are on My Mind”
   2015 - “The Mighty 

Pine, Tall and Lean - Strong 
as Ever in 2015”

   2016 - “Goin’ Pine Tree 
Green in 2016”

   2017 - “Emanu-
el County Pines... The 
Heartbeat of the South” 
   2018 - “Emanuel County: 
Where the Towns are Small 
and the Pines are Tall”

   2019 - “Needles Are 
Green. Cones Are Brown. 
The Pine Tree Festival Is 
Fun All Around!”

2021- “Pines lead the 
way to back to a brighter 
day”

Past festival slogans...
(From page 4)
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Taking a cue from our 
northern Georgia cous-
ins, in 2008, the Pine Tree 
Festival committee began 
awarding a green jacket to 
deserving citizens. What 
better way to kick off this 
prestigious award than by 
naming Jimmy Morgan the 
first recipient?

Morgan’s contributions 

to the Pine Tree Festival 
are beyond reckoning, es-
pecially as he was one of 
the founding members 
and instrumental in get-
ting the festival on its feet. 
He served as the Pine Tree 
Festival Chairman in 1948 
and was the parade Grand 
Marshal in 1990. In addi-
tion to being honored with 

the green jacket in 2008, the 
Festival itself was also ded-
icated in his honor.

The festival, which began 
in 1946, was an effort to call 
attention to the enormous 
waste from burning, and to 
pay tribute to the forestry 
industry, Morgan writes in 
his Pine Tree Festival his-
tory, published annually 

in The Forest-Blade’s Pine 
Tree Festival special sec-
tion. Forestry in those days 
was divided into three 
segments: saw timber, 
naval stores (turpentine 
and resin) and pulpwood. 
Devotees of each of these 
three segments loudly de-
bated the merits of one of 
the three, and the evils of 

the other two. Sawmillers 
were convinced that “tur-
pentining” would stunt 
the growth of trees. Naval 
store people on the other 
hand gloated over the fact 
that southeast Georgia en-
joyed a world monopoly 
on turpentine products, 
and argued that it should 
be exploited. Pulpwooders 
saw the prospects of domi-
nating the paper market, so 
long the domain of Canada 
and the northwest.

Morgan, himself a pine 
tree farmer, has been in 
business since moving to 
Swainsboro in 1938, just as 
chainsaws were beginning 
to replace crosscut saws. 
His heritage in the pine 
tree industry stretches back 
to his grandfather-in-law, 
James A. “Tobe” Coleman, 
Sr., a pioneer in the local in-
dustry.

He continues to be a driv-
ing force and an inspiration 
in the heritage of the Pine 
Tree Festival, and certain-
ly sets the bar high for all 
recipients of the Pine Tree 
Festival’s green jacket.

Jimmy Morgan first Green Jacket recipient

MORGAN
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Annual Knotty 
Pine 5K slated 

for May 8
by TIM GOODMAN
The Knotty Pine 5K will 

take place again this year 
as part of the 74 1/2 Annu-
al Pine Tree Festival.  The 
run returned to the date, 
location, and starting time 
from previous years and 
the Pine Tree Festival after 
cancellation last year be-
cause of Covid. This year’s 
5K race will take place in 
downtown Swainsboro. 
The 5K race begins at 8 a.m. 
on Saturday, May 8, at the 
corner of Green Street and 
Pine Street, with registra-
tion beginning at 7 a.m. 
The awards ceremony will 
take place at 9:15 a.m. Entry 
fee for early registration for 
the 5K is $25. Runners who 
submit registrations before 
April 24 will be guaranteed 
a 2021 Knotty Pine T-shirt. 
Registration fee after April 
24 and on the day of the 
race will be $30.  

COVID-19 safeguards 

will be observed, with all 
present requested to wear 
face covering except those 
actively running in the 5K. 
Runners and all specta-
tors and workers should 
observe safe distancing.  
Hand sanitizer and wipes 
will be available. A virtu-
al option will be available 
for runners to choose their 
own course on the day of 
the race.  

If you would like to par-
ticipate, applications are 
available at the Emanuel 
County Chamber of Com-
merce. Entry forms can 
also be obtained online at 
www.pinetreefestival.org and 
the Swainsboro Kiwan-
is Club website at http://
www.swainsborokiwanis.
org/.  Applications can also 
be obtained by calling Tim 
Goodman at 478-494-4741 
or by emailing goodman@
ega.edu.    

START OF 2019 RACE
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Annual Knotty Pine...
(From page 8)

2019 FIRST PLACE MALE 5K WINNER 
BRANDON VASHER

SOME SWAINSBORO KIWANIS CLUB WORKERS

2019 FIRST PLACE FEMALE 5K 
WINNER JESSICA PALUMBO
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Pine Tree Festival beauty pageants to be held
The Pine Tree Festival pageants will be held at the Swainsboro City Auditorium on May 

1, 2021 Pageants will begin at 10 a.m. The winner of the Miss division (ages 17-22) will 
receive a $500 scholarship!   Divisions include Baby Miss (0-11 months); Toddler Miss (12-
23 months); Wee Miss (24-35 months); Tiny Miss (3-4 years); Little Miss (5-6 years); Young 
Miss (7-9 years); Jr. Miss (10-12 years); Teen Miss Pinetree Festival (Ages 13-16) andMiss 
Pinetree Festival (Ages 17-22).

PAST PAGEANT WINNERS
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Jurassic Kingdom to be part 
of the Pine Tree Festival celebration

Jurassic Kingdom is a family-friendly interactive show featuring a cast of life-like dino-
saurs. Combining education with entertainment, the show includes Blue, the Velociraptor 
from Jurassic World, as well as a Brontosaurus, Triceratops, Pterodactyl, T-Rex, and more.
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Rhythm & Pines will be Friday 
night, May 7

Don’t miss Rhythm and Pines in Downtown Swainsboro Friday, May 7 featuring 
‘The Party Band Of The South’ The Swingin’ Medallions at the Boneyard Pavilion at 
8 p.m. There will also be other great performers in various locations, including the 
gospel stage, set up behind the courthouse; Rhett Blount & Friends, on the Boneyard: 
Sam’s Drive-In Band at Patriots Park (downtown fountain). Festivities will begin at 6 
p.m.

SCENE FROM RHYTHM AND PINES IN 2019



The Forest-Blade • Kiwanis • www.EmanuelCountyLive.com • Swainsboro, Georgia • April 28, 2021  15



 16 The Forest-Blade • Kiwanis • www.EmanuelCountyLive.com • Swainsboro, Georgia • April 28, 2021

The Car Show will be a fun part of the festival activities this year. Cars will be 
located on The Boneyard, Downtown Swainsboro. Trophies will be awarded 
as folllows:  Custom trophies for Best GM, Best Ford, Best Mopar, Best Import, 
Best Motorcycle, and Best of Show The Car Show is hosted by The Oak Park 
Shiners. If you have any questions, please contact Dana Strange – (912) 687-
1113 or Terry Strange – (912) 687-2243.

Don’t miss the 2021 Car Show
SCENE FROM PREVIOUS CAR SHOW
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Xtreme Team will bring its high-flying acrobatic basketball dunk show to the 
74.5 Pine Tree Festival. The team has performed with the Miami Heat Halftime 
Dunk Team, the Harlem Globetrotters, Dwayne Wade, Shaquille O’Neal, and 
more. Holding multiple world records, Xtreme Team recently broke the world 
record for the number of slam dunks using a trampoline on Live with Kelly 
and Ryan.

Lots of action with theXtreme Team 
Basketball Dunk Team

THE DUNK TEAM IN ACTION
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The Antique Tractor Show will be an added attration for this year’s festival. Trophies 
will be awarded for different unique designs on tractors. For more information, 
please contact Ricky Winfrey at 478-494-0834.

First year for Antique Tractor Show
ANTIQUE TRACTOR
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Opening Ceremonies
Beginning at 10 a.m. om May 8, watch as the winners of various competitions 

related to the Pine Tree Festival & Southeast Timber Expo and the 2021 Grand 
Marshall are announced. Then, join in the singing of the National Anthem. The 
ceremonies are held at the front of Patriots Park and are immediately followed 
by the parade.

DONNA HADDOCK SINGING THE NATIONAL ANTHEM 
AT A PREVIOUS OPENING CEREMONY
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SCENE FROM 2019 RACE

Don’t miss the Pine Tree 100 
Swainsboro Raceway is back in action for 2021. The Pine Tree 100 race will be held 
April 30 and May 1. You do not want to miss this!
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Grand marshals who have led 
the Pine Tree Festival Parade 

from 1987 to 2019 are as follows:
1987 - John Roberts
1988 - Robert Darling
1990 - Jimmy Morgan
1991 - H.G. Harris
1992 - Ed Schwabe
1993 - Willie Gunn
1994 - Sypper Young-
blood
1995 - Bill Rountree
1996 - Neal Baker
1997 - John Loren Dekle
1998 - Richard McCon-
nell
1999 - Wes Stramoski
2000 - Tobe Karrh
2001 - Raymond Hendrix
2002 - Joe Hoke
2003 - Judge Charles 
Brewer
2004 - Jack Brannon
2005 - Olen Flanders

2006 - Edwin Canady
2007 - Chip Durden
2008 - Jimmy Morgan
2009 - Swainsboro Ki-
wanis Club
2010 - Senator David 
Gambrell
2011 - Rodney Kellum
2012 - Dr. John Black
2013 - Bill Rogers Jr.
2014 - L.C. “Shot” Strange
2015 - Daisy Reeves
2016 - Mack Griffin 
2017 - Charles Schwabe
1996 - Neal Baker
1997 - John Lorean Dekle
1998 - Richard McCon-
nell
1999 - Wes Stramoski
2000 - Tobe Karrh
2001 - Raymond Hendrix

2002 - Joe Hoke
2003 - Judge Charles 
Brewer
2004 - Jack Brannon
2005 - Olen Flanders
2006 - Edwin Canady
2007 - Chip Durden
2008 - Jimmy Morgan
2009 - Swainsboro Ki-
wanis Club
2010 - Senator David 
Gambrell
2011 - Rodney Kellum
2012 - Dr. John Black
2013 - Bill Rogers Jr.
2014 - L.C. “Shot” Strange
2015 - Daisy Reeves
2016 - Mack Griffin 
2017 - Charles Schwabe
2018 - Milton Gray
2019-  Tim Goodman
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Past chairmen of the Pine Tree Festival
 1946 - I.L. Price
   1947 - Cliff E. Reed
   1948 - James H. Morgan
   1949 - W.O. Phillips
   1950 - J.F. Mathis, Jr.
   1951 - J.D. McLeod
   1952 - Henry Brooks
   1953 - V.E. Glenn
   1954 - Carlton Dekle
   1955 - J.D. Cruce
   1956 - Bobby Sasser, Sr.
   1957 - Robert Roach
   1958 - Al Hagan
   1959 - Bill Rountree
   1960 - Neal Baker and 

John Roberts
   1961 - Jim Fason and John 

Loren Dekle
   1962 - Austin Avery
   1963 - Russell Paige
   1964 - Tom Kell
   1965 - J.T. Bailey
   1966 - Jerome Walker
   1967 - George Mason

   1968 - 1974 - Doc McBride
   1975 - Clark Riley
   1976 - Olan Flanders
   1977 - Bill Schofill
   1978 - Doc McBride
   1979 - Hulon Madeley
   1980 - Ed Schwabe
   1981 - Leroy Hayes
   1982 - Edwin Canady
   1983 - Cliff Walton
   1984 - Ed Bolton
   1985 - Roger Peebles and 

Doc McBride
   1986 - Harvey Netterville
   1987 - Roger Peebles
   1988 - 1989 - Roger Shaw
   1990 - Gary Hodges
   1991 - Joe Hoke and John-

ny Ray Stafford
   1992 - Julian Sconyers
   1993 - R.C. Dominey
   1994 - L.H. Weise
   1995 - Frank Patrick
   1996 - Chip Durden

   1997 - Bob Hunter
   1998 - John Black
   1999 - Jim Daughtry 
   2000 - John Allen Bailey
   2001 - 2002 - Clay Hall
   2003 - Travis Garrett
   2004 - Clarence Thompson
   2005 - Douglas Overstreet
   2006 - Tim Goodman
   2007 - James Smith
   2008 - Clay Hall and Athen 

Walden
   2009 - Athen Walden and 

Bill Rogers Jr.
   2010 - Athen Walden
   2011 - Donna Brinson
   2012  - Jen Meadows
   2013 - Wade Johnson
   2014 - Wade Johnson
   2015 - Wade Johnson
   2016 - Wade Johnson
   2017 - Eliza Noles
   2018 - Eliza Noles
   2019 - Ken Warnock
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The crowning of the Pine 
Tree Festival Queen is a 
highlight of the annual fes-
tivities. The queen and her 
court ride in the festival 
parade, and former queens 
have been invited. Queens 
from the very first festival in 
1946 to present are:
   1946 - Ann Garrett
   1947 - Betty Jean Meadows
   1948 - Betty Page
   1949 - Betty West
   1950 - Bunny Bailey
   1951 - Fayette Bell
   1952 - Maurice Martin
   1953 - Emily Coleman
   1954 - Nella Sheppard
   1955 - Linda Dekle
   1956 - Meredith Jenkins
   1957 - Becky Lamb
   1958 - Patsy Edenfield
   1959 -Jo Anne Kemp
   1960 - Dottie Kea
   1961 - Margaret Hutcheson
   1962 - Ramonda Hammock
   1963 - Bebe Durden

   1964 - Martha Smith
   1965 - Mary Walden
   1966 - Sara Steinberg
   1967 - Barbara Black
   1968 - Linda Sconyers
   1969 - Margaret Anne Wat-
son
   1970 - Paulette Brown
   1971 - Paulette Gay
   1972 - Kathy Smith
   1973 - Agatha Durden
   1974 - Lisa Youmans
   1975 - Kathy Register
   1976 - Kitty Kemp
   1977 - Vicki Howard
   1978 - Debra Donaldson
   1979 - Lynda Brannen
   1980 -Tammy Martin
   1981 - Donna Hooks
   1982 - Mary Pate Evans
   1983 - Pam Grimes
   1984 - Kathy Kent
   1985 - Angie Waters
   1986 - Stephanie Moore
   1987 - Donna Speir
   1988 - Gail Hooks
   1989 - Beth Bridges

   1990 - Brandi Canady
   1991 - Brandi Johnson
   1992 - Mary Beth Campbell
   1993 - Cindy Thompson
   1994 - Jill Stephens
   1995 - Heather Edenfield
   1996 - Angie Kirkland
   1997 - Rhaney Fowler
   1998 - Gidget Durden
   1999 - Erin Williamson
   2000 - Leigh Anne Hutto
   2001 - Beth Hopkins
   2002 - Jodi Johnson
   2003 - Calli Scarboro
   2004 - Tiffany Akridge
   2005 - Leah Lanier
   2006 - Tiffany Lynn Hine
   2007 - Kacie Oglesby
   2008 - Taylor Breedlove
   2009 - Molly Elizabeth Sco-
nyers
   2010 - Maegan Nicole Jack-
son
   2011 - Jordan Mason
   2012 - Bridget Lee
   2013 - River Hendley
   2014 -Caitlyn Coleman
   2015 - Jillian Edenfield
   2016 - Lelyn Stewart
   2017 - Amy Akridge
   2001 - Beth Hopkins
   2002 - Jodi Johnson
  2003 - Calli Scarboro
  2004 - Tiffany Akridge
  2005 - Leah Lanier
  2006 - Tiffany Lynn Hine
  2007 - Kacie Oglesby
  2008 - Taylor Breedlove
  2009 - Molly Elizabeth Sco-
nyers
  2010 - Maegan Nicole Jack-
son
  2011 - Jordan Mason
  2012 - Bridget Lee
  2013 - River Hendley
  2014 -Caitlyn Coleman
  2015 - Jillian Edenfield
  2016 - Lelyn Stewart
  2017 - Amy Akridge
  2018 - Sydney Dorsey
  2019 - Morgan Taylor

Queens of the Pine Tree 
Festival Pageant
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Pine Tree Festival 
charter members
The following were 

charter members the 
year the Pine Tree Fes-
tival was founded: 
Guy Alford, John A. Bell, 
Alden Shirley Bradley, B. 
Lewis Brinson, Jr., Rema 
Y. Brinson, Meredith W. 
Berry, Marshall H. Blount, 
William E. Boatright, J.A. 
Coleman, Otis Coleman, 
William E. Clarke, Julian 
H. Chandler, Ferris H. Ca-
dle, Virgil E. Durden, Jo-
seph Ehrlich, Hugh H. Fill-
ingim, Rufus C. Franklin, 
W. Henry Flanders, R.A. 
Flanders, Jordan Flanders, 

C. Fred Flanders, John W. 
Giddens, John E. Henry, J.T. 
Haines, Walter F. Gray, Otis 
C. Price, Isma Lee Price, 
Grayson C. Powell, John R. 
Powell, Jr., Will McMillan, 
Ellie J. Mulling, Howard G. 
Roberts, Arlis K. Rountree, 
Benamin L. Rountree, Rob-
ert E. Rountree, W.O. Sand-
ers, Dessie D. Smith, John 
B. Spivey, Harry H. Thomp-
son, Jesse Thompson, Jr., 
William A. Tyson, Romer-
delle H. Vann, William E. 
Vann, Pickens L. Watson, J. 
Palmer Williams and John 
N. Youmans.
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The year 2022 has special 
significance for the city of 
Swainsboro, the Swains-
boro Kiwanis Club, and 
the Pine Tree Festival.   

On November 18, 1814 
Governor Peter Early ap-
proved an act designating 
a site for public buildings 
in Emanuel County.  The 
County Commissioners 
agreed upon a County seat 
at the site that is now the 
Swainsboro Downtown 
Square. On December 6, 
1822 the Georgia Gener-
al Assembly established 
Swainsboro as the seat of 
Emanuel County. That will 
make December 6, 2022 
the 200th anniversary of 
the city of Swainsboro.  

Swainsboro was named 
in recognition of Stephen 
Swains, who represented 
Montgomery and Eman-
uel Counties in the state 

senate for 33 years.  He 
was the state senator who 
introduced the bill for the 
creation of the county in 
1812.  The town’s name 
was changed to “Paris” at 
its incorporation on Feb-
ruary 18, 1854, but three 
years later reverted to its 
current name, Swainsboro.  
Swainsboro has been 
called the “Crossroads of 
the South” for its location 
at the intersection of U.S. 
Highways I and 80.  

With the assistance of 
some Kiwanians from the 
Kiwanis Club of Dublin, a 
group of Swainsboro civ-
ic leaders met on May 31, 
1922 to organize the Ki-
wanis Club of Swainsboro.  
Kiwanis International offi-
cially approved the Char-
ter for the Kiwanis Club 
of Swainsboro on August 
31, 1922.  Fifty Swainsboro 

citizens gathered with 
their Dublin Kiwanis Club 
sponsors to celebrate the 
new club’s Charter night 
on October 12, 1922. Thus, 
October 12, 2022 is the 100th 
Anniversary of the Char-
ter of the Kiwanis Club of 
Swainsboro.  

The first Pine Tree Fes-
tival was held in May of 
1946 to call attention to 
the problem of forest fires 
that were destroying thou-
sands of acres of timber.  
I.L. Price was the Chair-
man of the first festival.  

In 2020 the Covid-19 
pandemic caused a post-
ponement of the Pine Tree 
Festival, the longest run-
ning community festival in 
Georgia, along with many 
other festivals around 
the country.  In 2021 the 
Pine Tree Festival is com-
ing back with some lim-

itations, so the Emanuel 
County Festival Founda-
tion decided to designate it 
as the 74.5 Pine Tree Festi-
val.  Hopefully, in 2022 we 
can celebrate the 75th Pine 
Tree Festival with a full 
range of activities.  

Enjoy the 74.5 Pine Tree 
Festival this year on May 
7-8, 2021!  Be sure to come 
back on May 6-7, 2022 for 
the 75th Pine Tree Festival!

Remember 2022 - the 
200th, the 100th, and the 
75th.  

2022 - the 200th, 100th, and 75th
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Still

MAY 778, 2021       SWAINSBORO, GA.

Pines lead 
the way 
back to 

a brighter 
day!
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EARLY PINE TREE 
SITTER
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JUNIOR CHAMBER’S 
MINIATURE TRAIN

 MAY 4, 1961

2019 Green Jacket Recipient, 
Dr. Tim Goodman
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