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by WHITLEY 
CLIFTON 

Members  of 
Swainsboro City Council 
and Mayor Charles 
Schwabe held for their 
regularly scheduled 
monthly meeting on 
Monday, April 5, at 6 
p.m. in the classroom 
of the Swainsboro Fire 
Department. All mem-
bers of council were 
present, with one being 
virtually in attendance. 
The mayor welcomed 
all before Bishop Bertha 
Jones gave the night’s 
invocation and the 
pledge of allegiance was 
recited by all. Minutes 
presented from coun-
cil’s last meeting were 
approved unanimously 
by council. 

In reference to new 
business 

• Mary Howard 
addressed council with 
a proposal to establish 
a Georgia Hi-Lo trail in 
Swainsboro that would 
eventually connect and 
run with trails from 
Athens to Savannah. 
These trails will have 
fiber internet placed 
through the grounds 
of the trail. Howard 
requested $1,625 for 
Swainsboro to be includ-
ed, with the remaining 
balance to be collect-
ed through TSPLOSTS 
and grant funding as 
well as private funding. 
She gave an estimated 
completion date for all 
trails to be fully con-
nected from Athens to 
Savannah by the year 
2050. City and council 
tabled the request until 
the next city council 
meeting for further dis-
cussion and action to be 
taken.

• Council reviewed 

one received bid for 
the operations of water, 
wastewater, and public 
works for the city with 
Clear Water Solutions 
being the only bidder. 
Currently, Clear Water 
Solutions is currently 
managing the opera-
tions on a month-to-
month contract. Council 
requested additional 
time to review the sub-
mitted bid contract and 
revisit the matter at the 
next council meeting.

• City Administrator 
Al Lawson discussed 
a proposed target area 
for the upcoming 2021 
CDBG for consideration. 
He informed council 
that contact has been 
made with Turnipseed 
Engineers, Inc. and that 
reviewing of complaints 
for target areas was 
currently taking place 
with the proposed areas 
including McMillan 
Drive, Gumlog Road, 
and Carver Street. A dis-
cussion was also had on 
the Robin Road project 
with updates provided 
on work performed so 
far. Discussion was also 
briefly held on issues 
with locating informa-
tion removed from the 
office when JACOBS’ 
contract ended. The 
information removed 
was said to be city prop-

erty.
In reference to old 

business
• Constituting as a 

public hearing, council 
approved the adoption 
of amendments made to 
the Occupation Taxes, 
Administration Fees, 
and Regulatory Fees 
ordinance. 

In ther business
• Councilperson John 

E. Parker requested that 
further conversation be 
held in an upcoming 
meeting regarding issues 
discussed at a previous 
council meeting about 
warnings and citations 
involving the city’s junk 
ordinance. 

• An update was 
given on the projects 
Community Action For 
Youth and the Barbara & 
Tobe  Karrh  Community 
Arts Center. It was 
advised that financial 
arrangements were in 
place for the projects 
and the city was ready 
to take the next step in 
each project. 

• Mayor Schwabe 
announced a citywide 
clean update has been 
set for Saturday, April 17, 
from 8 a.m. until noon. 
Signup is available for 
the area of choice and 
pizza will be served after 
cleanup.

Emanuel County 
Institute’s Middle School 
track teams competed in 
the Southeast Middle 
School Region Track 
Meet 2021 last week. The 
2-day event was hosted 
by Claxton Middle School 
and was held at Claxton 
High School. On Friday, 
April 7, Emanuel County 
Institute announced their 
girls track team returned 
home as Southeast Georgia 
Middle School League 
Girls Track Champions. A 
press release with further 
details of the recent meet 
will be next week’s edition 
of The Blade. Stay tuned 
and way to go Bulldogs!
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Emanuel County Comprehensive 
Revaluation in the works

On the tentative date of 
May 28, 2021, the Eman-
uel County Board of Tax 
Assessors’ Office will 
send out Notice of As-
sessments (NOA’S) to ev-
eryone who owns prop-
erty in Emanuel County, 
Georgia, just as they have 
in past years. However, 
this year will be different, 
- significantly different.

For the past 3 years, the 
Emanuel County Board 
of Tax Assessors has been 
busy conducting a com-
prehensive county-wide 
revaluation of all prop-
erty located in Emanuel 
County. This revaluation 
involves all classes of 
property, including Res-
idential, Agricultural, 

Commercial and Indus-
trial Properties. This is 
a monumental task that 
can only be correctly ac-
complished by visiting 
and reappraising every 
single parcel of property 
and all of the components 
within Emanuel Coun-
ty. This includes making 
thousands of mathemati-
cal adjustments and var-
ious computations to the 
many schedules and ta-
bles that make mass ap-
praisal possible. The last 
time the BOA attempted 
a complete revaluation 
was in 2008. That attempt 
was thwarted by the 2008 
housing market crash 
when all BOA updated 
values were replaced by 

the previous year’s val-
ues and then frozen by a 
3-year legislative morato-
rium. 

After losing half of the 
BOA staff to other coun-
ties, and as property val-
ues started thawing out 
after the 3-year freeze, 
property values started 
fluctuating across the 
county in uneven pat-
terns. These irregular 
patterns soon created a 
lack of uniformity in as-
sessment values, which 
usually happens over a 
long period of time in 
large rural counties with 
limited staffing. After 
analyzing the situation, 
it became apparent that 

ECI Middle School Girls Track team 
named Southeast Georgia Champions

(Continued on page 2A)

EMC partners with Advanced 
Metal in fight against COVID
Emanuel Medical Center partnered with Advanced Metal Components, Inc on 

March 25 for their first dose of the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine. In doing so,  30 
employees were able to be vaccinated to help stop the spread of COVID-19. Vac-
cination, along with strict compliance with basic prevention measures - wear a 
mask, stay six feet from others, avoid large gatherings, wash your hands frequent-
ly - will help stop the spread of COVID-19. By partnering with local businesses, 
EMC strives to keep the workforce healthy by preventing local employees from 
getting COVID-19, reduce absences due to illness, improve productivity, and im-
prove morale. 

EMC AND ADVANCE METAL COMPONENTS INC. EMPLOYEES

ECI TRACK AND FIELD COACH DORENE 
A. FARNUM HOLMES WITH 
CHAMPIONSHIP TROPHY

HOWARD ADDRESSES COUNCIL

City ready to take next step 
on Community Action 

For Youth and the Barbara 
and Tobe Karrh Community 

Arts Center
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Dr. Upchurch to participate 
in Missouri Teachers’ 

Academy
Dr. Tommy Upchurch, 

the Coordinator of the 
School of Humanities 
and Social Sciences 
for East Georgia State 
C o l l e g e - S t a t e s b o ro 
and Coordinator of the 
History Department 
at East Georgia State 
College, will partic-
ipate in the Missouri 
Teachers’ Academy in 
June.  Hosted by the 
Missouri Humanities 
Council, this year’s 
theme is “Contested 
Elections, Electoral 
Calamities, and 
Controversial Changes 
in Presidential Power.”  
Dr. Upchurch will 
present a video lec-
ture on the Presidential 
Election of 1876 and the 
Compromise of 1877 

and lead a question & 
answer session on the 
topic for Missouri edu-
cators thereafter. 

Dr. Upchurch earned 
his Ph. D. in History 
from Mississippi State 
University in 2001.  
His most notable book 
publications include: 

Legislating Racism: The 
Billion Dollar Congress 
and the Birth of Jim 
Crow (2004), Race 
Relations in the United 
States, 1960-1980 (2006), 
Historical Dictionary of 
the Gilded Age (2008), 
Christian Nation? 
The United States in 
Popular Perception 
and Historical Reality 
(2010), Abolition 
Movement (2011), 
and Genesis: The 
E x p l a n a t i o n - - W h a t 
Really Happened “In 
the Beginning (2016).   
He and EGSC Director 
of Nursing Dr. Linda 
Upchurch have been 
married for 24 years 
and have three children 
and three grandchil-
dren.

DR. UPCHURCH

Emanuel County Comprehensive...
the BOA’s office needed 
quick, seasoned profes-
sional appraisal help for 
a complete county-wide 
revaluation.   Finding 
seasoned, profession-
al appraisal help in an 
open rural market can 
be extremely difficult 
and costly to find. They 
must possess extensive 
appraisal knowledge 
and have qualified cer-
tifications that take 
years to accomplish and 
master. After contact-
ing several comparable 
counties, the decision 
was made to go with 
a contractor that has a 
large variety of special-
ly skilled professionals 
that could help with 
Emanuel County’s par-
ticular needs to move 
the county forward in 
its quest for uniformity 
in assessment valua-
tions. All counties in the 
State of Georgia, includ-
ing Emanuel County, 
use various contractors 
in order to complete a 
yearly digest. Without 
them a timely and com-
pliant digest would be 
impossible. 

After considering sev-
eral options, the deci-
sion was made to hire 
the appraisal contrac-
tor, GMASS (Georgia 
Mass Appraisal Solu-
tions & Services). They 
are located just west of 
Thompson, Georgia. 
They have specialized 
tools and algorithms 
that are extremely help-
ful and affordable for 
most rural counties. 
Most of their manage-
ment team are former 
Department of Reve-
nue field agents who 
worked with Emanuel 
County in prior years. 
Together, they have cre-
ated an equitable val-
uation of property in 
Emanuel County that is 
both fair and uniform, 
while meeting the re-
quired standards set by 
both state law and the 
Constitution of Georgia. 

As was stated earlier, 
this year will be a sig-
nificantly different year. 
The difference is that 
almost every taxpay-
er in Emanuel County 
will see a change in val-
ue designated on their 
tax notice and noted as 
(FMV/Assessed Value). 
Some properties will 
notice an increase of val-
ue and some properties 
will notice a decrease 
of value. Some prop-
erty values may even 
change significantly. 
These established val-
ues are market based 
and market driven with-
in Emanuel County. The 
assessed value found 
on the property tax no-
tice is tied directly to the 
county’s millage rate re-

sulting in a property tax 
bill. The good news for 
all of Emanuel County 
is that holding true to 
their conservative val-
ues, the Emanuel Coun-
ty Board of Commis-
sioners is committed to 
rolling back the millage 
rate to keep taxes on ex-
isting property at or be-
low current collections. 

As a property owner, 
now would be a good 
time to figure out your 
property’s Fair Market 
Value. Fair Market Val-
ue means ‘the amount 
a knowledgeable buy-
er would pay for the 
property and a willing 
seller would accept for 
the property at an arms-
length agreement’. 
You can easily start by 
searching for proper-
ties that are compara-
ble to your property 
(Size, Age, Condition, 
Quality, and Location). 
The tax assessor’s office 
has records of proper-
ty sales and compara-
ble properties for the 
property owner to view 
online through Eman-
uel County QPublic. 
There are also multiple 
helpful real estate list-
ing sites found online 
such as Zillow, Trulia, 
Homesnap, and Redfin 
that have property for 
sale that may be used 
as comparables. You can 
also hire a local proper-
ty or fee appraiser who 
can either advise you of 
your property’s value or 
complete a full fee ap-
praisal report on your 
property’s fair mar-
ket value. Either way 
it would be helpful to 
know what your ask-
ing price (highest price) 
might be and what your 
lowest price accepted 
(lowest price) might be.

If your property’s tax 
value on your assess-
ment notice falls outside 
the parameters of these 
two values, you should 
consider appealing to 
the Emanuel County 
Board of Tax Assessors. 
The grounds for an ap-
peal are as follows: Val-
ue, Uniformity, Taxabil-
ity, Exemptions Denied, 
Breach of Covenants, 
and Denial of a Cove-
nant. You must select 
one of the pathway op-
tions for an appeal: (1) 
Board of Equalization 
(BOE), with an appeal 
path to the Supreme 
Court; (2) Arbitration 
(Value only), with an 
appeal path to the Su-
preme Court; (3) Hear-
ing Officer (Must meet 
certain criteria; and (4) 
SC (Superior Court) 
With BOA consent.

There are various 
ways to appeal your 
properties tax assess-
ment. They are as fol-
lows:

1- By Phone (Staff may 
direct you to the online 
form PT-311A).

2- A physical visit to 
the office (May have to 
wait in long lines).

3- Mail (U.S. Postal 
Service) Letter with ap-
propriate information 
found on T/A website).

4- Emanuel County 
QPublic Website (Go to 
the Website and click on 
the following buttons)

A. Forms
B. Click Here (Found 

under ‘Many forms’).
C. PT-311A (Appeal of 

Assessment Form).
D. Download and fill 

out the above form (PT-
311A) and send to T/A 
office.

E. For more informa-
tion search under (FAQ) 
frequently asked ques-
tions.

5- Emanuel County’s 
Official Website (Click 
the following buttons)

A. Taxes
B. Quick Links – 

“Emanuel County 
Board of Assessors”

C. Same steps as above 
(B through E)

6- Online fillable 
forms with easy and 
safe electronically for-
warding capabilities.

A. Go to Emanuel 
County QPublic Web-
site or qpublic.net/ga/
emanuel

B. Go to “Assessment 
Appeals Module”.

C. Generate an appeal 
by clicking on the “As-
sessment Appeals Peti-
tion”.

D. Choose grounds 
for your appeal (Value, 
Uniformity, Taxability, 
etc.).

E. Click the “Compa-
rable Search Module” to 
find comparable proper-
ties to your own.

F. To continue the ap-
peal, click on “Appeal 
Form” and enter the re-
quired information.

G. After you have 
completed your appeal, 
click the submit button 
to send the Assessment 
Appeal to the Board of 
Assessor’s Office.

Remember that you 
only have 45 days to 
appeal your tax no-
tice from the mailing 
date on your tax notice 
to the U.S. Postal Ser-
vices postmark date. 
(No third-party me-
tered mail date will be 
accepted). If you have 
any questions concern-
ing the appeals process, 
please notify the Eman-
uel County Tax Asses-
sor’s Office by email at 
eassessors@emanuel-
co-ga.gov or by phone 
@ 478-237-1222 on Mon-
day through Friday 
from 8:00 A.M. – 5:00 
P.M. 

(From front page)
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This week’s Hometown 
Public Servant is Travis 
Neal, Emanuel County 
Board of Assessors field 
appraiser and volunteer 
firefighter/first respond-
er with Twin City Fire 
Department. A native of 
Emanuel County, Neal has 
dedicated 17 years to local 
communities for services 
rendered as a volunteer 
firefighter and has served 
the city of Twin City as 
assistant chief and treasur-
er at the fire department. 
His current role as an 
appraiser for the county 
tax office began one year 
ago. Prior to that, Neal 
worked in corrections and 
probations since graduat-
ing college in 2008.

“I began my career work-
ing as a correctional officer 
at Georgia State Prison, 
then I worked for Emanuel 
Probation Detention 
Center. In 2010, I began 
working at Middle Georgia 
Probation as a probation 
officer. I was promoted to 
Area Manager at Middle 
Georgia Probation’s 
Swainsboro office in 
January 2012 and served in 
that capacity until leaving 
in 2020 to accept my cur-
rent role as a tax apprais-
er,” Neal stated.

Neal’s passion for serv-
ing the local community 
began in 2003, just a few 
months after graduating 
high school. 

“I was working at a 
convenience store in Twin 
City when a multiple vehi-
cle accident occurred on 
Highway 80, in front of 
my workplace. I witnessed 
Twin City volunteer fire-
fighters respond to the 
scene. After the firefighters 
cleared the scene, a couple 
of them came into the store 
and I asked them what it 
would take to join the fire 
department. I was told 
to fill out an application 
at city hall and someone 
would be in touch with 
me. I did exactly that and I 
guess you can say the rest 
is history,” Neal recalled. 

As an appraiser, Neal’s 
most joyful part about his 
job is having the oppor-
tunity to meet many new 
people around the county. 
A plus to his current role 
when speaking to Neal was 
not being stuck behind a 
desk all day long. Instead, 
Neal spends most of his 
days conducting inspec-
tions of various types 

of property, including 
new and existing homes, 
mobile homes, commer-
cial properties, and land 
to ensure the accuracy of 
property records; deter-
mining construction type, 
quality, and condition of 
structures; measuring and 
photographing structures 
and following procedures 
to determine fair market 
value of properties; and 
communicating with prop-
erty owners and answering 
questions they may have 
about the laws governing 
property valuation and the 
appraisal process.  

His most enjoyable 
moments as a volunteer 
firefighter is having the 
opportunity to do his part 
in giving back to the com-
munity.

Education and training
For both professions, as 

an appraiser and firefight-
er, Neal has to meet yearly 
training hour requirements 
to keep his certifications 
current and he does just 
that. Neal obtained his 
bachelor’s degree in jus-
tice studies from Georgia 
Southern University. 
In addition, he has ful-
filled the requirement to 
ensure all firefighter, first 
responder, and correctional 
officer certifications in the 
State of Georgia are cur-

rent. Since taking his role 
as an appraiser, Neal has 
completed mass appraisal 
training courses with the 
Georgia Department of 
Revenue and is current-
ly receiving fee appraisal 
training with the Georgia 
MLS Training Institute. 

Neal addresses the com-
munity

“Being an appraiser is a 
tough job. It is not my goal 
to make tax bills increase. 
My job is to ensure that 
property valuations are 
fair and equal. Please be 
kind.

Being a volunteer fire-
fighter is also tough but 
very rewarding. The num-
ber of volunteer firefight-
ers has decreased over the 
years and there is a huge 
need for new fire depart-
ment members. I would 
encourage anyone that has 
considered joining their 
local fire department to do 
so today!”

Neal and his wife, 
Nicky, are excitedly await-
ing the birth of their child 
in October 2021. He is the 
step-father to 7-year-old 
Layton Lindsey.

When not appraising 
property for the county or 
responding to emergen-
cy calls, Neal’s hobbies 
include fishing, hunting, 
and working on projects. 
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Hometown Public Servant: 
Travis Neal

TRAVIS, NICKY, AND LAYTON
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SEND A CARD TO SOMEONE EXPERIENCING 
THE LOSS OF A LOVED ONE.

Jackie Carson Braddy, 61
Mr. Jackie Carson 

Braddy, 61, of Swains-
boro, passed away Tues-
day, March 30, 2021, at 
his residence following 
a brief illness. The fami-
ly received friends from 
5 to 7 p.m. Thursday, 
April 1, at Chapman 
Funeral Home. A pri-
vate memorial service 
will be held at a later 
date.

Mr. Braddy was born 
January 23, 1960, in 
Swainsboro, to the late 
John Randolph Brad-
dy and Mary Catherine 
Edker Braddy. He was 
preceded in death by 
his parents; son, Adam 
Braddy; and brothers, 
Johnny Braddy and 
Randy Braddy.    

Survivors include 
his daughter, Amy 
Bargeron of Swainsboro; 

brothers, Jimmy (Dawn) 
Braddy of Oak Park and 
Jerry Braddy of Swains-
boro; grandchildren, 
Trey Chapman, Richard 
Braddy, Zaylee Braddy, 
and Greysn Bargeron; 
several nieces, nephews, 
and many friends. 

Chapman Funeral 
Home of Swainsboro 
is in charge of arrange-
ments.

BRADDY

Kristi Michelle Swann, 49
Ms. Kristi Michelle 

Swann, 49, of 
Swainsboro, passed 
away Friday, April 
2, 2021, at Meadows 
Regional Medical Center 
following an extended 
illness. Funeral services 
were Monday, April 5, 
at 3 p.m. in the chap-
el of Chapman Funeral 
Home with Reverend 
Larry Jennings officiat-
ing. Interment followed 
in the Union Primitive 
Baptist Church 
Cemetery. The family 
received friends from 2 
to 3 p.m. Monday, April 
5, at Chapman Funeral 
Home. In compliance 
with the guidelines set 
by the CDC, 6-feet rule 
was enforced during 
visitation and service.

Pallbearers were Tony 
Bailey, Larry Bailey, 
Joey Gibson, Daryl Hill, 
Michael Tapley, and 
Donald Hall.

Ms. Swann was born 
December 11, 1971, 
at DeKalb General 
Hospital  in Atlanta, 
to James Kenneth 
Wyatt and Yvonne 
Harn Stringer. Ms. 
Swann graduated from 
Effingham County High 
School in 1989 with 
honors.   She received 
her bachelor degree in 
nursing in 2008 from 
Armstrong Atlantic 
University.  Ms. Swann 
served on several com-
mittees for Battered/
Abused Women, and 
was currently serv-
ing as vice presi-
dent of Confederate 
Roses Chapter and 

the Heritage Roses, a 
non-profit organiza-
tion, dedicated to hon-
oring and preserving 
our confederate history.  
She served in the offi-
cial Ladies Auxiliary for 
the Sons of Confederate 
Veterans, and as State of 
Georgia Public Relations 
Director for the OCR. 
Ms. Swann is preced-
ed in death by her 
husband, John Swann; 
paternal grandparents, 
Marshall  & Lucille 
Wyatt; and maternal 
grandparents, Elliott & 
Edna Harn. 

Survivors include 
her parents; sons, Jon 
Marshall  Sauls, Jr. (Tori 
Owens) of Rincon 
and Cody Alexander 
Scott of Swainsboro; 
brother, Brandon M. 
Stephens (Courtney) 
of Springfield; sisters, 
DeAnna Wyatt Fournier 
(Eric) of Springfield, 
Melissa A. Knowlton 
(Rob)  of Springfield, 
and Buffy Hill (Daryl) 
of Swainsboro; several 
nieces, nephews, and 
many friends.

Chapman Funeral 
Home of Swainsboro 
was in charge of 
arrangements.

SWANN

Tiffany Crystal Bell, 40
Ms. Tiffany Crystal 

Bell, 40, of Swainsboro, 
passed away Friday, 
April 2, 2021, at Memo-
rial Health in Savannah 
following an extended 
illness. A private memo-
rial service was held 
April 6. A Celebration of 
Life will be announced 
at a later date for extend-
ed family and friends. 

Ms. Bell was born Jan-
uary 2, 1981, in Swains-
boro, to Barbara Jack-
son Young and the late 
Malion Bell. She is pre-
ceded in death by her 
father; and brother, Dex-
ter Bell.    

Survivors include her 
mother; sons, Elijah and 
Aiden Linton, both of 
Swainsboro; brother, 

Stoney (Talina) Bell of 
Atlanta; sisters, Rox-
anne (Christopher) Sam-
ples and Melinda Bell of 
Swainsboro; and several 
nieces and nephews. 

Chapman Funer-
al Home of Swains-
boro was in charge of 
arrangements.

BELL

Wiley Cox, 82
D u r d e n - H u d s o n 

Funeral Directors 
announces the death 
of Mr. Wiley Cox, 
age 82, of Adrian, on 
Monday, April 5, 2021. 
Funeral services will 
be Thursday, April 8, at 
11 a.m. in the Peebles-
Curry Memorial Chapel 
with Rev. Arthur Conley 
officiating. Interment 
will follow in the Mt. 
Zion Primitive Baptist 
Church Cemetery near 
Norristown. The fam-
ily will receive friends 
on Wednesday, April 
7 from 6 to 8 p.m. at 
the funeral home. CDC 
social distancing guide-
lines will be observed 
and masks are encour-
aged for your safe-
ty and the health and 
well-being of others. 

Pallbearers are 
Timmy Cox, Bennie 
Cox, Ray Cox, Jerry 
Cox, Ricky Hadden, 
and Travis Hadden, and 
Tony Cox. Honorary 
Pallbearers are Cody 
Cox, Ivey Cox, Jeffery 
Cox, Brandon Cox, and 
Frank Woods, Jr. 

Mr. Cox was born 
August 15, 1938, in 
Lexsy, to the late 
Raymond and Eddie 
Lee Henry Cox. He was 
a livestock farmer for 
many years. Mr. Cox 
loved family gatherings 
and spending time with 
his family, especially 
his grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. In 
addition to his parents, 
he is preceded in death 
by his wives, Carolyn 
Grimes Cox and Betty 
Conley Peacock Cox; 
and brother Colon 

Eugene Cox. 
Survivors include 

his wife of 24 years, 
Triena Cox of Adrian; 
daughter, Teresa Cox 
of Swainsboro; sons, 
Jerry Cox (Jenny) 
of Swainsboro, Ray 
Cox (Monica) of 
Swainsboro, Bennie 
Lee Cox (Kimberly) of 
Dublin, Timmy Cox 
(Kathi) of Swainsboro, 
and Tony Cox of 
Swainsboro; step-
sons, Ricky Hadden 
(Lynda) of Adrian and 
Travis Hadden (Lisa) of 
Adrian; step-daughters, 
Kay Kennedy (Hank) of 
Dublin, Misty Hadden 
of Adrian, Jackie Cox 
(Reggie) of Sylvester, 
and Chris Cribbs 
(Darren) of Brooklet; 
sisters, Joanne Walker 
of Swainsboro, Mary 
Peebles of Swainsboro, 
Bonnie Faye Hutcheson 
of Swainsboro, and 
Margie Lumpkin of 
Adrian; 27 grand-
children; many 
great-grandchildren; 
numerous nieces, neph-
ews, and extended fam-
ily. 

D u r d e n - H u d s o n 
Funeral Directors is 
in charge of arrange-
ments.

COX

Tommie Worthen, 73
Mr. Tommie Worthen, 

age 73, departed this life 
on March 29, 2021, at Riv-
erview Nursing Home 
in Savannah after an 
extended illness. Funeral 
services were conduct-
ed Saturday, April 3, at 
1 p.m. in the Chapel of 
Chapman Funeral Home. 
Interment followed in 
the Swainsboro City 
Cemetery. The family 
received friends from 5 
to 7 p.m. Friday, April 
2, at Chapman Funeral 
Home. In compliance 
with the guidelines set 
by the CDC, 6-feet rule 
was enforced during visi-
tation and service.

Pallbearers were his 
nephews.

Mr. Worthen was born 
November 17, 1947, 
in Emanuel County, to 
the late Jim and Laura 
Worthen of Swainsboro. 
He worked as a Truck 
Driver and a Mechanic 
for various companies. 
Tommie left Swains-
boro at an early age and 
moved to Savannah. Mr. 
Worthen is preceded in 
death by his parents; four 
sisters, Helen “Toby” 
Bell, Annie Lois Wright, 
Ella Worthen, and Alma 
“Dolly” Worthen Parker; 
and six brothers, Troy 
Worthen, Albert Worth-
en, Jimmy Dell Worthen, 
Leroy Worthen, William 
“Nankie” Worthen, and 
George Worthen.

Mr. Worthen leaves a 
legacy of loving memo-
ries with his children’s 
mother, Jamie Marciano 
of Savannah; two daugh-
ters, Natasha Marcia-
no Whitfield (Kenneth) 
and Stephanie Worthen 
Jackson (Michael), both 
of Savannah; two sons, 
Thomas Worthen and 
Shawn Worthen (Chris-
tina), both of Savannah; 
seven granddaugh-

ters, Julica Wilkerson 
(Taris), Camilla Jack-
son, Sha’Kayla Worth-
en, Sha’Keyra Worth-
en, Zamiah Worthen, 
LeAnne Worthen, and 
Ciara Worthen, all of 
Savannah; three grand-
sons, Damien Wickerson 
(Monica), Lorenzo Worth-
en, and Za’Kee Whit-
field, all of Savannah; 
three great-granddaugh-
ters, Ta’Liyah Johnson, 
Venus Wickerson, both 
of Savannah, and Raine 
Wickerson of Bainbridge; 
one great-grandson, Jam-
ier Hendrix of Savannah; 
one step-granddaugh-
ter; four step-grandsons; 
three brothers, Marvin 
Worthen, Terry Worth-
en, and Dannie “Debo” 
Worthen, all of Swains-
boro; two half-brothers, 
Jimmy Seabough (Ethel 
Lou) and Dennis Mason 
(Frieda), both of Swains-
boro; one step-brother, 
Paul Weaver of Swains-
boro; three sister-in-laws, 
Juanita Worthen, Ella W. 
Worthen, and Jacque-
line L. Worthen, all of 
Swainsboro; one half-sis-
ter, Charlene Freeman 
of Atlanta; and a host of 
nieces, nephews, cousins, 
and other relatives and 
friends from Swainsboro 
and Savannah.

Chapman Funeral 
Home of Swainsboro 
was in charge of arrange-
ments.

WORTHEN
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by REPRESENTA-
TIVE BUTCH PARRISH, 
STATE HOUSE DIS-
TRICT 158

We returned to Capitol 
Hill on Monday, March 
29 for the final two days 
of the 2021 legislative 
session. The last day 
of session, Legislative 
Day 40, is commonly re-
ferred to as “Sine Die,” 
which is a Latin term 
meaning “without as-
signing a day for further 
meeting.” On Sine Die, 
we worked until shortly 
after midnight to ensure 
that significant legisla-
tion had every chance to 
be considered this year.

Before adjourning Sine 
Die, the House fulfilled 
its only constitutional 
obligation by adopting 
the conference commit-
tee report on House Bill 
81, the state’s Fiscal Year 
2022 (FY 2022) budget. 
This budget for the next 
fiscal year begins July 
1, 2021, and is set by a 
revenue estimate $27.2 
billion, which is an in-
crease of $1.34 billion, 
or 5.2 percent, over the 
original Fiscal Year 2021 
budget that was passed 
last June. The state’s fis-
cal position has exceed-
ed expectations since 
last year, and as a result, 
we were able to allocate 
approximately 90 per-
cent of the new revenue 
for the FY 2022 budget 
to Georgia’s education 
and health and human 
services agencies. The 
upcoming fiscal year 
budget also restores 60 
percent of the reductions 
made to K-12 education, 
as well as preserves and 
increases funding for 
our other top priorities, 
such as expanded men-
tal health core and crisis 
intervention services, 
rate increases for health 
and human service pro-
viders, access to health 
care and salary increases 
for critical state work-
force positions. The 
Governor will now re-
view the budget bill be-
fore signing it into law.         

The House also voted 
to give final approval 
to several other import-
ant bills this week, in-
cluding House Bill 146, 
which would extend 
paid parental leave to 
many of our valuable 
state employees.

House Bill 479 that 
will repeal Georgia’s an-
tiquated citizen’s arrest 
law, also received final 
passage on Sine Die. In 

addition to repealing 
citizen’s arrest, HB 479 
would clarify certain in-
stances in which law en-
forcement officers may 
make arrests outside 
of their jurisdiction, as 
well as authorize retail 
stores, food service es-
tablishments, and cer-
tain licensed private se-
curity professionals to 
detain someone if they 
reasonably believe an 
individual is commit-
ting a crime.

We also gave final pas-
sage to Senate Bill 195 
to increase the respon-
sibilities of the Georgia 
Access to Medical Can-
nabis Commission and 
allow licensed low THC 
oil producers to partner 
with universities and 
colleges, such as Geor-
gia’s historically black 
colleges and universi-
ties, for joint medical re-
search. 

House Bill 154 also 
received final approval 
and would reform sev-
eral of Georgia’s adop-
tion and foster care laws, 
including lowering the 
age at which a person is 
allowed to petition for 
adoption from 25 to 21 
years old. 

Senate Bill 156 will 
create the office of the 
chief labor officer within 
the Georgia Department 
of Labor (GDOL) to pro-
vide timely reports and 
responses to financial 
audits of the depart-
ment, as well as assist 
with inquiries from 
members of the Georgia 
legislature. The position 
would be repealed on 
December 31, 2022. This 
bill will also require the 
GDOL commissioner to 
submit weekly reports 
to House and Senate 
leadership regarding 
unemployment claims.

Now that the 2021 leg-
islative session has come 
to an end, the Governor 
will begin reviewing all 
legislation that received 
final passage in the 
House and Senate. The 

governor can sign or 
veto legislation over the 
next 40 days, and any 
legislation that has not 
been signed or vetoed 
will automatically be-
come law. With this ses-
sion behind us, I will be 
spending more time in 
our district, where I look 
forward to continuing to 
serve you and your fam-
ily. Please do not hesitate 
to contact me if you have 
any questions regarding 
bills that passed this ses-
sion or suggestions for 
future legislation.

I remain dedicated to 
serving your interests 
as your state representa-
tive, and I hope that you 
will contact me with any 
questions or concerns 
you may have regarding 
the legislative session or 
with any proposals or 
recommendations for 
future legislation.

You can also stay in 
touch by visiting our 
website at www.house.
ga.gov to watch a live 
stream of the House 
in action, as well as 
archived committee 
meetings, and review 
legislation that we are 
considering. Follow me 
on Facebook for updates 
throughout the year. 
Thank you for allowing 
me to be your represen-
tative.
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Phyllis McNeely, 66

D u r d e n - H u d s o n 
Funeral Directors 
announces the death of 
Ms. Phyllis McNeely, 
age 66, of Claxton, on 
Wednesday, March 24, 
2021, at Camellia Health 
and Rehab in Claxton. 
Graveside memorial ser-
vices will be held at a 
later date in the fall. 

Ms. McNeely was 
born in Swainsboro, to 
the late Freddie “Pete” 
Charles and Ada Sherrod 
McNeely. She was an 
avid reader and loved 

sewing. 
Survivors include her 

sons, Chris Kline (Cara) 
of Ashburn, VA and 
Justin Kline (Tao Tang) 
of California; brother, 
Jimmy McNeely (Liz) of 
Martinez; sisters, Lisa 
Peebles (Randall) of 
Swainsboro, and Judy 
McCorkle (Gary) of 
Statesboro; numerous 
nieces, nephews, and 
extended family

D u r d e n - H u d s o n 
Funeral Directors is in 
charge of arrangements.

Mitchell Wright “Mitch” 
Henry, 53

Mitchell Wright ‘Mitch’ 
Henry, 53, of Metter/
Twin City, entered into 
eternal peace on April 2, 
2021. A memorial service 
will be held at Antioch 
Primitive Baptist Church 
on Sunday, April 11, at 3 
p.m. 

Mitch’s smile will 
forever be with us and 
our precious memories. 
Praise God no one can 
take them away from us. 
Mitch loved history, old 
things, antiques, and race 
cars. He loved his family 
and was dearly loved by 
them.

Survivors are his son, 

Mason Benjamin Henry; 
daughter, Leah Cora 
Henry Cruz (Julio); 
grandson, Abram Cruz; 
mother, Sandra S. Mos-
ley (Royce); sisters, 
Mona McCook (Gene) 
and Karen Thomas 
(DeWayne); nephews, 
Wesley Beasley and 
Chasen McCook; niec-
es, Lori Kate Thomas 
and Gena McCook; one 
great-niece and two 
great-nephews; a spe-
cial sister-in-law, Megan 
Johnson (Jeremy); and 
nephew, Collin.

The family is in charge 
of arrangements.

Mt. Olivet Baptist 
Church youth fundraiser 

set for tomorrow
The youth at Mount Olivet Baptist Church of 

Garfield will host a bake sale and lemonade stand to 
raise money for World Vision’s 30-Hour Famine and 
Weekend Blessings.  The fundraising event is set for 
tomorrow, April 8, from 9 a.m. until, and will be held 
in front of   South Auction and Realty, located at 338 
E. Main Street in Swainsboro. Leslie Frederick, youth 
leader for the church, asks everyone to please come 
out and support the youth as they work to help in the 
fight against childhood hunger.

Let’s Go Fishing
by BISHOP BERTHA 

JONES
Fishing.  What’s fishing 

to you?  Today I went fish-
ing.  I really didn’t want 
to go but I went anyway.  
Once I got to the water, 
I just enjoyed looking at 
the waves and feeling the 
breeze.  I began to reflect on 
Jesus telling his followers 
that he would make them 
fishers of men.  So, Jesus 
followers go fishing. When 
have you been fishing?  Or 
rather, have you caught 
anything lately?

To go fishing, you must 
prepare a tackle box which 
is equipped for fishing.  So, 
it is to fish for men.  You 
must put on the whole ar-
mor of God.  You must be 
equipped with the word of 
God. Your life must reflect 
Jesus.  For Jesus said, “If I 

be lifted up, I will draw all 
men unto me”.  Now that 
is what fishing is about, 
drawing people to Christ.  
Every day and everywhere 
you go, you should be fish-
ing.

Your life should be 
equipped to draw people 
to Christ.

It’s not for you to judge 
the kind of fish.  It doesn’t 
matter if they are large or 
small.  Does not matter if 
they’re rich or poor. Old 
or young, male or female.  
When we live the life, Je-
sus will do the drawing.  
So, remember every day, 
when you have accepted 
Christ, you are fishing.  So, 
continue to equip yourself 
and live your life to reflect 
Christ. Keep the bait fresh, 
which is your relationship 
with Jesus.  “Go Fishing.”

News From Under the Gold Dome

TALKING WITH FORMER FRIEND, REPRESENTATIVE AND NOW DOT 
BOARD MEMBER, GREG MORRIS

Charleigh Rae 
Vickers “Lil Poo”

is 19 months old.
Her parents are

Rachael 
Aldridge and 

Dale Vickers.
Maternal 

grandparents 
are Hank 

Aldridge and 
Sandy Aldridge.

Paternal 
grandparents are 
Joy Gaston and 
Terry Vickers. 

Happy Spring from 
“Lil Poo” to you!
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Today, more than 108,000 men, women and children 
still await the opportunity for renewed life through or-
gan donation while hundreds of thousands more could 
benefit from the gift of tissue donation. By working 
with dedicated healthcare professionals like you, we 
can and will make a difference. Together, we can save 
more lives!

These days, Kathryn Smith might start her morning 
seeing patients, children with liver disease, as a pedi-
atric transplant hepatologist at the University of Cali-
fornia, San Francisco. That’s a far cry from her life just 
over 21 years ago, when Kathryn was on the other side 
of the stethoscope as a patient herself. Kathryn’s jour-
ney started when she became suddenly and violently 
ill from autoimmune hepatitis and her entire body, not 
just her liver, began to shut down. Doctors realized 
that Kathryn would need a new liver, kidney, pancre-
as, small intestine and stomach. In August 1999, she re-
ceived all five lifesaving organs from a selfless donor. 
Kathryn received more than the gift of life that day, she 
also found her life’s calling. She was inspired to realize 
her dream to become Dr. Kathryn Smith and care for 
children before and after their liver transplants.

“It all paid off. Here I am. Alive and living my dream.”
This April, during the federally sanctioned Nation-

al Donate Life Month, LifeLink of Georgia and (insert 
hospital name) honor the spirit of those individuals 
who make transplants possible—organ, eye, and tissue 

donors. We celebrate the lives of those who received 
their second chance and finally, we call attention to the 
more than 107,000 individuals, over 4,000 of whom are 
local men, women and children, still waiting for their 
gifts of life across the United States.

“Each year we work together with community part-
ners to inform Georgians about the importance of or-
gan and tissue donation,” says Dustin Diggs, FACHE, 
Executive Director, LifeLink of Georgia. “During Do-
nate Life Month and every month, we share vital in-
formation about organ and tissue donation throughout 
the state and encourage every Georgian to learn the 
facts and commit to saving lives.”

Organ donation, with the primary exception of living 
kidney donation, takes place after death, and provides 
the gift of life to tens of thousands each year through 
heart, kidney, lung, liver, pancreas or intestine trans-
plants. Without the generosity of organ donors those 
waiting will die. Register your decision to donate by 
visiting

www.DonateLifeGeorgia.org, when you get or renew 
your driver license or state identification card or when 
you obtain your hunting, fishing or trapping license 
through the Georgia Department of Natural Resources.

LifeLink of Georgia is a non-profit community ser-
vice organization dedicated to the recovery of organs 
and tissues for transplantation. Visit www.LifeLink-
Foundation.org to learn more.

April is National Donate Life Month! 

Chamber Spotlight: The Forest-Blade
The Forest-Blade 

dates back to 1861 and 
was founded by Alfred 
Herrington, W.W. Larsen, 
and Seaborn Bell. The 
modern-day newspaper 
has eight employees and 
gets its name from the 
consolidation of The Pine 
Forest and The Wiregrass 
Blade in 1903. 

In the early spring of 
1903, Alfred Herrington, 
editor of The Pine Forest, 
sold his interest in the 
newspaper to W.W. 
Larsen and Seaborn Bell. 
Mr. Larsen was named 
editor, and Mr. Bell was 
listed as business man-
ager. A second newspa-
per was in existence in 
Swainsboro at the time. 
The Wiregrass Blade, 
established in 1898, was 
edited by George H. Bell. 
The Forest and The Blade 
continued to compete 
until May 11, when it was 
announced that Larsen 
and Seaborn Bell of The 
Forest had purchased 
The Blade. In doing so, 
they stated they would 
continue to publish both 
newspapers. This prac-
tice was continued with 
Ernest Camp, who had 
been an employee of Bell 
and Larsen, serving as 
editor of The Blade. On 
September 25, 1903, the 
purchase of the two news-
papers was announced 
by W.E. Boatright, who 
had served as superin-
tendent of the print-
ing departments of the 
newspapers, and by S.J. 
Tyson. In the following 
week’s issue, Mr. Larsen 
confirmed the sale. The 
lives of The Blade and 
The Forest, as the news-
papers were affection-

ately called, were short-
lived under the guidance 
of Mr. Tyson and Mr. 
Boatright. On October 29 
of that year, they com-
bined the newspapers 
into one, naming it The 
Forest-Blade, and it con-
tinues to serve the great 
community of Emanuel 
County to this day.

The Forest-Blade is a 
community newspaper 
providing news, sports, 
events, social announce-
ments, obituaries, clas-
sifieds, features, and 
updates on education, 
crime, and government, 
serving Emanuel County 
since 1861. Additionally, 
we provide special edi-
tions throughout the 
year and serve as the 
legal organ of Emanuel 
County. Our values are 
Honesty, Integrity, and 
Community with our 

goal being to serve our 
community by providing 
news and highlighting 
the people, places, busi-
nesses, and events that 
make Emanuel County 
great.

The Forest-Blade is a 
big supporter of our civic 
clubs, athletic programs, 
and schools. We recent-
ly began the process of 
setting up scholarships 
for outstanding seniors 
in our school system. The 
Blade also supports East 
Georgia State College and 
Southeastern Technical 
College through dona-
tions. An interesting fact 
about The Forest Blade 
is that the staff is all-fe-
male, with the exception 
of a part-time carrier 
and a couple of feature 
writers. The Forest-Blade 
is a Chamber member 
because we support 

working with our com-
munity for the better-
ment of Emanuel County. 
A growing and prosper-
ous business community 
not only provides more 
opportunities for all of 
us, but it ensures that we 
are passing on a valuable 
legacy to the generations 
that come after us.

The Forest-Blade is 
located at 416 W. Moring 
Street in Swainsboro. 
Hours of operation are 
Monday through Friday, 
8 a.m. until 5 p.m. Contact 
via phone by calling 478-
237-9971. Visit their web-
site, emanuelcountylive.
com, and follow them on 
social media by Facebook 
(facebook.com/eman-
uelcountylive) and 
Instagram (@emanuel-
countylive). You can also 
search The Forest-Blade on 
YouTube.

THE BLADE STAFF
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JARVIS AND GRAHAM

Miss Jarvis to wed 
Mr. Graham April 24

Mr. and Mrs. William 
Wiley Tyson III of Metter 
and Mr. and Mrs. James 
F. Jarvis Jr. of Swainsboro 
announce the engage-
ment of their daughter, 
Jaqueline Faith “Jackie” 
Jarvis of Atlanta to 
James Kaden Graham of 
Atlanta, son of Dr. and 
Mrs. James Graham of 
Jacksonville, FL. 

The bride-elect is the 
granddaughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. James M. Jones 
of Metter, Eloise Jarvis 
of Lakeland, Florida, and 
the late James F. Jarvis Sr.

A 2015 honor graduate 

of Metter High School, 
she is a 2018 graduate 
of Georgia Southern 
University with a 
Bachelor of Science in 
Kinesiology with a major 
in exercise science. She 
is presently enrolled in 
the postgraduate Pre-
Pharmacy program at 
Mercer University in 
Atlanta. She is employed 
as a pharmacy technician 
with Concord Pharmacy.

The future groom is 
the grandson of Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert Graham 
of Screven. A 2013 
graduate of Appling 

County High School, 
he received a Bachelor 
of Science in Computer 
Science from Georgia 
Southern University. 
He is employed with 
Quotum Technologies in 
Alpharetta.

A private family cere-
mony and meal will be 
held on April 24, 2021 at 
The Edenfield House Inn 
in Swainsboro. A recep-
tion will be held at a 
later date for family and 
friends, once the cou-
ple feels that the danger 
associated with COVID 
has passed.

EGSC announces 
February 2021 

‘Students of the Month’
East Georgia State 

College recently announced 
the launch of a Student of 
the Month Program. The 
program gives faculty and 
staff at EGSC the opportu-
nity to nominate students 
based on one or more 
of the following criteria: 
commitment to academic 
growth, engagement in the 
college community, and 
contribution to an inclu-
sive and supportive envi-
ronment. Three students 
will be selected to repre-
sent EGSC’s campuses and 
online degree programs 
per month. Each student 
selected will receive a cer-
tificate signed by the EGSC 
President and goodie bag. 
Additionally, video inter-
views will be on EGSC’s 
social media platforms.

For the month of 
February 2021 from the 
Swainsboro Campus, 
Dianna Hernandez was 
named Student of the 
Month. Madyson Purdy 
was selected from the 
Statesboro Campus and 
Aubrey Adams was chosen 
from the Augusta Campus.

Diana Hernandez attends 
EGSC’s Swainsboro cam-
pus and is from Tattnall 
County. She chose to 

attend the college because 
she was accepted into the 
Correll Scholars Program. 
Hernandez is also a mem-
ber of the Beekeeping Club 
at EGSC. She plans to trans-
fer to Georgia Southern 
University to major in 
education. Her dream is 
to become an educator and 
teach in Tattnall County.

Madyson Purdy, the 
Statesboro campus stu-

dent of the month, is from 
Richmond Hill, Georgia. 
She chose to attend EGSC 
because of the small class 
sizes. She plans to transfer 
to Sam Houston College to 
study animal science. 

The EGSC Student of the 
Month Program person-
alizes the student experi-
ence and cultivates a pos-
itive school culture where 
students feel valued. The 
awards present an oppor-
tunity for the college com-
munity to demonstrate 
EGSC values through an 
investment in the success 
of students with diverse 
backgrounds, strengths, 
and interests.  The EGSC 
Student of the Month 
Award recognizes students 
who represent excellence 
within the EGSC commu-
nity. Selection of students 
is based on commitment to 
academic growth, engage-
ment in the college com-
munity, and contribution to 
an inclusive and support-
ive academic environment.  
Up to three awards are se-
lected each month: the goal 
is to represent the range of 
students enrolled across 
the college’s campuses and 
online programs. Potential 
awardees may be submit-
ted by faculty and staff.

HERNANDEZ

PURDY
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Miss EGSC Pageant to be 
livestreamed April 10

The 2021 Miss East 
Georgia State College 
Scholarship Pageant 
will be held Saturday, 
April 10 at 6 p.m. in the 
Luck F. Gambrell Center 
Auditorium. For safety 
concerns and social dis-
tancing guidelines, only 
family members submit-
ted to the attendees list 
by the contestants will 
be allowed in the event. 
The community is invit-
ed to watch the pageant 
on the EGSC YouTube 
page. The pageant will be 
livestreamed using that 
platform. 

Six contestants will 
compete for the crown 
in the categories of inter-
view, on stage question, 
casual wear and evening 
gown. The theme for this 
year’s scholarship pag-
eant is “Secret Garden.”

Meet the contestants:
Anita Cerpovicz is 

from Statesboro, Ga. She 
is the 20-year-old daugh-
ter of Paul Cerpovicz and 
Joelle Romanchik-Cerpo-
vicz. Her platform is ed-
ucation.

Taylor Frye is the 
19-year-old daughter of 
Jerry and Terri Frye of 
Kathleen, Ga. Her plat-
form is advocating for 
those with disabilities. 

Grace Gardener is from 

Waynesboro, Ga. She is 
the 19-year-old daugh-
ter of Lee Gardner and 
Shanna Gardner. Grace’s 
platform is “Build the 
Bridge.”

Diana Hernandez is the 
21-year-old daughter of 
Carlos Hernandez and 
Arcenia Bello. She is from 
Glennville, Ga. Diana’s 
platform that she will 
be promoting is “Start at 
Home.”

Raven Mickens is from 

Lincolnton, Ga. She is 
the 18-year-old daughter 
of Rodney and Valerie 
Mickens. Her platform 
is “Raven’s Community 
Care: Feed the Home-
less.”

Kaylee Stokes is from 
Effingham, Ga. She is the 
19-year-old daughter of 
Linda and Travis Stokes. 
Kaylee will be promoting 
special education as her 
platform. 

Miss EGSC 2019 Kath-

ryn Cox will share mem-
ories of her year during 
the event. Special en-
tertainment will be pro-
vided by All Star Dance 
Academy. 

The pageant is host-
ed by EGSC’s Student 
Government Associa-
tion. EGSC, SGA and the 
contestants ask that the 
community tune in to 
the livestream April 10 to 
show their support! 

DAR to meet 
tomorrow 
afternoon

The Governor David Emanuel Adam Brinson 
Chapter of the DAR will meet Thursday, April  
8 at 3 p.m. at the Sudie Fulford Center at East 
Georgia State College. 

CERPOVICZ FRYE GARDENER

HERNANDEZ MICKENS STOKES

SHS names honor graduates
Swainsboro High 

School announced 49 
honor graduates for the 
Class of 2021 during a 
socially distanced se-
nior assembly Wednes-
day, March 31. In order 
to reach honor graduate 
status, students must 
achieve a cumulative, 
non-rounded GPA of 90 
or higher. Names of the 
49 honor graduates for 

SHS are as follows:
Andrew Lamb earned 

the top spot of the class 
as Valedictorian and 
Abigayle Roberts was 
named Salutatorian.  
Other honor graduates 
are Marshall Amerson, 
Jada Armstrong, Kyle Ar-
nold, Katia Bonilla, Mi-
chael Bravo, Zaid Brown, 
Layla Connor, Gavin 
Coyt, Daniel Cruz, JaM-

aury Dixon, Cormizhia 
Durden, Phoebe Durden, 
Caymen Eason, Paris Es-
kew, Luke Fagler, Alex-
is Gladin, Kristen Hall, 
Madison Hancock, Mat-
thew Hancock, ZaBrien 
Harden, Joshua Holden, 
Juliana Hood, Chandler 
Hooks, Gage Hooks, 
Ray’Shona Hooks, 
Amanda Johnson, Les-
si Johnson, Faith Jones, 

Derrick Jones, Jaylee Jus-
tice, Tyler Kelly, Etta Key, 
Elijah Loyd, Shelby Lyles, 
KeAsia Marion, Caroline 
Mason, Malina McKinzie, 
Michael McLendon, Gra-
cee Miller, Hailley Puck-
ett, Adam Ruiz-Castano, 
Mackenzie Terry, Tate 
Thompson, Justin Wash-
ington, Wesley Wilker-
son, Jessica Wingate, and 
Lake Woods.

SHS HONOR GRADUATES

COVID cancels plans 
for annal Claxton 
Family Reunion

Due to Covid-19, the annual Claxton Family 
Reunion planned for May 2, 2021 at Gumlog 
Baptist Church in Kite has been cancelled. For 
more information, contact Johnny Claxton, Claxton 
Reunion president, at 478-455-0465.
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Rhett Ross

This week’s Cook of the Week is Rhett Ross! Ross has recently changed his lifestyle 
as a whole by changing his way of eating and becoming more active. He is a junior 
at Middle Georgia State University pursing a degree in marketing and manage-
ment. In his spare time, Ross puts his heart and focus into being a NuSkin distrib-
utor! Here are three recipes that he would like to share. Enjoy!

From the kitchen of Rhett

Sheet pan chicken sausage 
and veggies

• 1 lb. baby potatoes
• 2 Tbsp. olive oil, divided
• 2 tsp. Italian seasoning, divided 
• 1 tsp. kosher salt, divided
• Fresh-cracked black pepper
• 4 links chicken sausage 
• 2 c. broccoli florets
• 1 Bell pepper, any color
• Fresh herbs, optional garnish
Chop baby potatoes, season with salt, pepper, olive oil, and Italian season-
ing. Do the same with broccoli, bell peppers and sausage. Give the potatoes 
a head start by placing on sheet pan roasting. Then, add sausage and other 
veggies to the pan. Roast on high heat until veggies are tender and sausage 
is crisp!

Baked Parmesan zucchini fries

•1 1/2 lbs. (680 g) zucchini ,cut lengthwise into wedges (about 3 medium  zucchini)
• 1/2 c. (50 g) freshly grated Parmesan
• 1 tsp. (5 ml) dried herbs - thyme, oregano, basil, rosemary, etc...
• 1/2 tsp. (2.5 ml) smoked paprika
• 1/2 tsp. (2.5 ml) garlic powder
• Kosher salt , to taste
• black pepper , to taste (freshly ground if possible)
• 2 Tbsp. (30 ml) olive oil
• 3 Tbsp. (45 ml) chopped fresh parsley leaves

• 1 1/2 c. plain full-fat Greek yogurt
• 2 Tbsp. maple syrup or honey
• 1 tsp. vanilla extract
• 1/3–1/2 c. fresh strawberries, sliced
• 1/3–1/2 c. fresh blueberries
• 2-3 Tbsp. of unsweetened coconut flakes

Line a rimmed baking sheet with parchment paper. In a medium bowl, stir 
together yogurt, maple syrup and vanilla until well combined. Spread yogurt 
mixture evenly, about a 1/4 of an inch thick, onto prepared baking sheet in 
rectangular shape. Scatter strawberries and blueberries on top. Sprinkle with 
coconut flakes. Place in freezer for about 3 hours or until yogurt is firm. Cut 
or break into 16-20 pieces and serve.

Frozen yogurt bark with berries

Preheat oven to 400° F. Line baking sheet with parchment or aluminum foil. 
Spray with non-stick cooking spray. In bowl, combine Parmesan, dried herbs, 
smoked paprika and garlic powder salt and pepper, to taste. Toss zucchini 
with olive oil and roll in parmesan/herb mixture to coat all sides. Place zuc-
chini onto prepared baking sheet. Sprinkle with extra parmesan/herb mixture 
if needed. Bake until crisp, about 15 minutes. Then broil for 2-3 minutes, or 
until golden brown. Garnish with parsley. Serve warm.

From the kitchen of Rhett

From the kitchen of Rhett

The Sudie A. Fulford 
Community Learning 
Center on the Swainsboro 
campus of East Georgia 
State College will hold 
a variety of camps this 
summer to serve the 
area’s youth. Because 
of COVID-19 and safety 
precautions, camp enroll-
ment will be limited 
this year. Campers will 
be required to wear face 
masks and have their 
temperature taken when 
they are dropped off at 
camp. 

To kick off the 2021 
summer camps, the 
Emanuel Arts Council 
will be hosting an art 
camp June 7-9, 2021. This 
camp will be from 9:00 
a.m. until noon for ris-
ing 3 – 5 grades. Twenty 
camp scholarships 
are available through 
a grant from the Mill 
Creek Foundation on a 
first-come, first-served 
basis. The annual camp 
will focus on drawing, 
painting, and creativity! 
Campers will learn about 
tempera paint, intensity 
by way of color satura-
tion, focus on details, and 
much more. This camp 
is full of guided learn-
ing experiences designed 
to maximize each child’s 
creativity.

June 15-18, 2021 

Discovery STEM Camp 
will be held from 8:30 
a.m. until noon. This 
camp is open to rising 
3 – 5 graders and par-
ticipation is limited to 
20 campers. The cost of 
the camp is $125. During 
this four-day camp, stu-
dents will take part in 
engineering design chal-
lenges and learn about 
related STEM careers. 
Real world connections 
will be made for each 
student, and they will 
also set their own STEM 
career goals! This camp 
is hosted by Magnolia 
Midlands Georgia Youth 
Science & Technology 
Centers (GYSTC). 

June 28-30, 2021 
Astronomy Camp will 
be hosted by the Fulford 
Center and Magnolia 
Midlands GYSTC. The 
camp is from 8:30 a.m. 
until noon each day and 
is available from rising 
1 – 2 grades. The camp 
is $30, and participation 
is limited to 20 campers. 
The camp will provide 
a unique experience as 
campers explore the solar 
system and universe! 
They will engage in fun, 
hands on activities as 
they explore what lies 
beyond!

In its ninth year at the 
Fulford Center, Camp 

Invention will be held 
July 12-16 from 9 a.m. 
until 3:30 p.m. for rising 
grades 3 – 6. Registration 
for this camp is con-
ducted through local 
schools. Camp Invention 
is a nationally recognized 
unique summer oppor-
tunity to explore science, 
technology, engineering 
and math through excit-
ing hands-on activities. 
At Camp Invention, 
campers will learn how 
to think like inventors, 
problem-solve, col-
laborate and create. 
Scholarships are pro-
vided through Nordson 
Corporation, and the 
maximum number of 
campers is 50.

All camps will be held 
at the Sudie A. Fulford 
Community Learning 
Center except Camp 
Invention. To accommo-
date the 50 participants 
and to follow social dis-
tancing guidelines, Camp 
Invention will be held 
at the Jean Anderson 
Morgan Student Center 
on the campus of East 
Georgia State College. 

To learn more or to 
register for any of these 
camps, contact the Sudie 
A. Fulford Community 
Learning Center at 
478-289-2464 or email 
hdsmith@ega.edu.

FULFORD CENTER LOGO

The Fulford Center announces 
2021 Summer Camps

TCE announces honor roll students
According to Twin City 

Elementary School Principal 
Robbie Warnock, the follow-
ing students have achieved 
honor roll status for the third 
nine weeks of the 2020-2021 
school year:

Star Honor Roll
First Grade: John Wright 

Beasley, Grey Blackburn, 
Kallen Braddock, Elah

Griffin, Brooks Hall, 
Hunter Hatcher, Ansley 
Hill, Harper Hill, Nora 
Johnson, Izzy May, Reese

McNeely, Jorge Ramos-
Avalos, Cash Rigdon, 
Audrey Tucker, Ava 
Underwood, Ayden

Wilkerson, Jayceon 
Williamson, and Leyla 
Yepe

Second Grade: Caleb 
Albor, Hudson Anderson, 
Chloe Best, Natalie Bunn, 
Luke

Donnan, Charla Fields, 
Anna Foreman, Anna 
Foreman, Anna Caroline 
Frye, Joshua Hampton,

Mila Hodges, Ab 
Johnson, Anthony 
Johnson, David Johnson, 
VaNiya Kirkland, Tanner 
Mitchell,

Addison Rich, Brayden 
Telgen, Kinsley Womack, 
and Alli Woodward

Third Grade: Jenna 
Best, Hendley Blackburn, 
Joselyn Brantley, Braylie 
Brown,

Kane Caraway, Brayden 
Coleman, Bristol Dorsey, 
Hunter Fullmore, Chelsie 
Grimes, Addyson

Harrison, Blaire 
Johnson, Dicey Lane, 

Pearl Meadows, Landon 
Nasworthy, Maggie 
Rowland,

William R. Simmons, 
Clay Smith, Isabella 
Steptoe, Preston Sumner, 
and Maci Walden

Fourth Grade: Autumn 
Friedel, Camden Hall, 
Hane Henry, Kevin 
Juarez-Aragon,

Brodee Cate Johnson, 
Zackary Johnson, 
William Kennedy, 
Vaiden Kirkland, Samuel 
Lawrence,

Angel Morales, Jada N. 
Wilkerson, and Jadan T. 
Wilkerson

Fifth Grade: Alyssa 
Barnes, Jackson Cavanah, 
Patyence Daivs, Lawson 
Frye,

Hadleigh Henry, 
Amelia Meadows, Brylee 
Rountree, Cesar Salinas, 
Avery Snellgrove, Mary-
Ella

Walden, Joni Wimberly, 
and Jonna Woodward

Honor Roll
First Grade: Gauge 

Akridge, Chancie Archer, 
Vincent Bridges, Reid 
Cannady,

Maison Carter, Gannon 
Copeland, Allan Dekle, 
Jase Ducker, Hadley 
Griner, Kendall Hodges,

Ethan Johnson, Gavin 
Johnson, Khloe’ Lanier, 
Makayla Mitchell, Joslyn 
Peterkin, Maddie

Walden, and Jacey 
Wilkerson

Second Grade: Taylor 
Bell, Chloe Bridges, 
Derrian Brooks, Alyssa 

Bullard, Joleigh
Coxwell, Ja’Corius 

Cross, Kade Durden, 
Ethan Fulghum, Alaina 
Henry, Jace Henry, Hunter

Gamiza, Cason Johnson, 
Jayce Juarez-Aragon, 
Ezekiel Kearney, Ezekiel 
Pague, Wyatt Parillo,

Arieonnah Seafus, and 
Mia Wilcher

Third Grade: Ayden 
Carlyle, Bentley Collins, 
Kayce Davis, Jonathan 
Hampton,

Amira Handsom, Katie 
Kasper, Eli Lane, Lorey 
McCoy, Jason Mendez, 
James Morris, Yerik

Perez, Lane Sherrod, 
Carter Steele, and Jethro 
Wilcher

Fourth Grade: Dylan 
Alford, Ansleigh Black, 
Tucker Bryant, Reaghlyn 
Calhoun,

Andrea Crews, Paiyzli 
Kellum, Jake Marsh, Jack 
Lee, Ava Matthews, Jonah 
Morton, Leah

Owen, Abigail Rachels, 
Colbie Radford, Mikayla 
Rushton, Kyson Trapnell, 
and Skyler Wilcher

Fifth Grade: Tylaun 
Baker, Mason Collins, 
Laura Gomez, Dawson 
Goodman,

Caidence Gordon, 
Joshua Gray, Mariah 
Griffis, Isaac Hodges, 
Brock Lamb, Charley 
Mitchell,

Robert Reynolds, Emily 
Scarboro, Aaron Sheppard, 
Anna Snellgrove, Lane 
VanHorn, and

Hayden Wilson
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From dumpster to Diva
Becca Blue Eyes, affectionately known as BeBe by 

those who love her most, lives a happy, country life 
that most shelter dogs desire for. However, her life 
wasn’t as golden as it is now. 

BeBe was a shelter intake, along with her six broth-
ers and sisters who were dropped off at a dumpsite 
here in Emanuel County. Left alone to survive at the 
dumpsite they called home, B.B. was the only fortu-
nate pup out of the litter with a strong enough will 
to survive despite all efforts of the shelter staff. 

One day, while making a shelter donation drop off, 
Blaise Oliver and her grandmother, Dena Clifton, 
stopped by the pen BeBe occupied and fell head 
over hills for a blue eyed puppy that they would 
later call their own. 

“Leta took all the puppies in at the shelter and 

tried to save them all. Blaise fell in love when she 
saw BeBe, and I couldn’t tell Blaise, BeBe, or Leta no 
when seeing BeBe’s sweet face and hearing of her 
rescue from the dumpster. We saved her, but I really 
think BeBe saved me,” Clifton stated.

At 8-weeks old, fitting in the palm of her new 
owner’s hands, BeBe was officially adopted June 17, 
2019 and was spayed on November 8, 2019. Both 
dates being the appropriate date for adoption and 
spayed services. 

Today, BeBe and her adopted owners are enjoying 
life together at the fullest. Clifton and BeBe enjoy 
morning walks together to the family pond to check 
on their geese and ducks. In fact, BeBe gets a thrill 
out of keeping her bird friends on their feet by 

sneaking up on them from time to time. When she’s 
not checking in on the birds down at the pond, BeBe 
also enjoys accompanying Clifton when feeding up 
the family’s chickens, goats, rabbits, and turkeys. 
Clifton says it’s Bebe’s most favorite time spent 
together. When she’s not helping tend to the farm 
animals, BeBe’s most favorite hobby includes laying 
on her pool-side bed sleeping the day away. 

All in all, it’s clear BeBe has a blessed live with 
her new owners, who encourages everyone to adopt 
rather than shop. 

“It’s not about me or Blaise but saving this pre-
cious soul who might not would have made it 
without the love from others who believed in her,” 
Clifton said.

BeBe AND OLIVER  COMING HOME FROM 
SHELTER BeBe laying in CLIFTON’S LAPBABY BeBe

BeBe AND BLAISE PLAYING IN YARD
BeBe OUTGROWS OLIVER’S LAP BUT NOT HER 

HEART BeBe LAYS BESIDE THE POOL 
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by RON WEATHER-
FORD

The ECI baseball 
team picked up 2 
more region wins 
last week taking both 
games from Screven 
Co. outscoring the Syl-
vania team 14-1.  With 
their wins against the 
Gamecocks, they im-
proved their region re-
cord to 6-2, tying them 
with Claxton who are 
also 6-2.  The Bull-
dogs and Tigers play 
a 2-game series next 
week.

ECI defeated Scre-
ven 3-0 in their first 
game on Tuesday, 
March 30.  Joseph 
Stewart and Bryce Ke-
arson combined for 
a 4 hit shutout on the 
mound.

The game remained 
scoreless until the Bull-
dogs broke through in 
the top of the third.  
With one out, the top 
of the order, Farnum, 
Kearson and Hughes 
all singled for a 1-0 
lead.  Kearson added 
one more on a steal of 
second by Hughes to 
make the score 2-0.

Both pitchers, Stew-
art for the Bulldogs 
and Hart for the 
Gamecocks kept bat-
ters off stride with just 
2 runners reaching 
scoring position for 
the next three innings.

The Bulldogs add-
ed the final run of the 
game in the top of the 
seventh.  Jack Walden 
doubled in Avery who 
was on after a walk to 
make the final score of 
the game 3-0.

Joseph Stewart start-
ed on the mound for 
ECI scattering just 3 
hits in his 5 innings of 
work, Kearson closed 
out the final 2 innings 
allowing just one 
Gamecock to reach on 
a hit.

Hughes and Farnum 
led ECI at the plate 
with 2 hits each, with 4 
other Bulldogs picking 
up a hit.

ECI closed out the 
baseball week on 
Thursday with a 11-1 

win over the Game-
cocks.

The Bulldogs pound-
ed out 15 hits against 
Screven while ECI’s 
workhorse Hughes 
and the defense be-
hind him held the 
visiting team to just 3 
hits.

The Bulldogs scored 
3 in the first, 2 in the 
second, and 4 in the 
third to take a 9-0 lead 
after 3 innings.

The Gamecocks’ 
only run of the two-
game series came in 
the top of the fourth.

The Bulldogs ended 
the game in the bot-
tom of the sixth inning 
with the assistance of 
the Gamecocks.

With one out, 
Walden singled, and 
one batter later Henry 
doubled in McQuaig 
running for Walden 
for a 10-1 lead.  With 
runners on first and 
second the Screven 
coach intentionally 
walked Whitehead to 
load the bases.  With 2 
outs the Gamecock hit 

Rehberg on his third 
pitch scoring Henry to 
run rule Screven 11-1 
in six.

Kearson was perfect 
at the plate going 4-4 
with 2 doubles. Jack 
Walden was 2-3 with 
2 doubles.  Hughes, 
Robertson, and Henry 
ended the game with 2 
hits each.

Hughes continued 
his dominance on the 
mound allowing just 
3 hits, striking out 4 
gamecocks.

The Bulldogs have 
3 games on spring 
break.  ECI has 2 im-
portant region games 
to begin the week.  
They need to keep 
pace with Claxton and 
Metter before they 
face those two over the 
next two weeks.

They hosted Portal 
Monday and went to 
Portal on Tuesday for 
back to back games 
against the Panthers.  
Wednesday they are 
hosting Southeast 
Bulloch in a non-re-
gion match-up.  

by TROUP BRINSON-
The Swainsboro Tigers 
went undefeated last 
week, winning 3 games 
from East Laurens in 
their 2nd week of region 
play. The pitching was 
terrific and the hitting 
was timely in the 3 game 
sweep.

Swainsboro started the 
series against the Falcons 
on the road last Tuesday 
and the offense had an 
easy time of it against 
Falcon pitching. Swains-
boro scored 4 runs in 
the top of the 1st inning 
capped off by a 2-run 
double by Derrick Jones. 
Lenox Lively got the start 
on the mound and dom-
inated the overmatched 
Falcons. Lively pitched 
all 5 innings of the 12-1 
victory and allowed only 
1 hit. Lively also carried 
the offense with 3 hits 
and 5 RBI in the blowout 
win. 

Swainsboro hosted the 
Falcons on Thursday 
and took a 1-0 lead into 
the 6th inning. The Tigers 
tacked on 3 more runs as 
East Laurens fell apart 
defensively. Swainsboro 
held on for a 4-2 victory 

behind Elijah Loyd’s 7 
strong innings from the 
mound. Swainsboro only 
collected 4 hits on offense 
but found a way to get 
it done with runners on 
base.

On Friday the Tigers 
headed back to East Lau-
rens where they complet-
ed the 3-game sweep as 
freshman Kason Palmer 
shut down the Falcons, 
allowing on 1 earned run 
over 7 innings. Swains-
boro’s offense led 4-0 af-

ter 2 innings and the Ti-
gers would roll to an 8-2 
victory. Derrick Jones led 
the offense with 2 hits as 
Swainsboro improved to 
8-12 on the season and 
3-3 in region play.

The Tigers will play a 
3 game set with Jeff Da-
vis (11-8) this week and 
try to build on their 3 
game winning streak. 
Tuesday’s and Friday’s 
game will be at home and 
Thursday’s game will be 
in Hazlehurst. 
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LOYD LEADING SWAINSBORO’S 
PITCHING STAFF 

Swainsboro Tigers sweep 
East Laurens

WHITEHEAD GUNS ONE TO FIRST FOR AN 
OUT AGAINST GAMECOCKS

Bulldogs Sweep Gamecocks

Celebrate National Library Week
National Library Week spans April 

4 through April 10, and Franklin Me-
morial Library has planned some fun 
activities for the community. Stop 
by the library to pick up a free com-
memorative button. If you have extra 
time, you can design your own but-
ton. Check out the library’s Face book 
page for fun daily challenges. 

TAB (Teenage Advisory Board) will 
be starting back up next week. The 
program provides young adults age 
13-19 volunteer hours to guide the 
library towards books and programs 
that will interest them. The Junior 
TAB program is open to children who 
are heading into middle school in the 
fall. An informational meeting will 
take place Thursday, April 8, at 4 p.m. 
in the Smith Room.

ALA (American Library Associa-
tion) is also sponsoring some fun next 
week.   Tuesday, April 6, 2021,  is Na-
tional Library Workers Day (NLWD), 
a time to recognize library profession-
als for their expertise and leadership 
skills in transforming lives and com-
munities through education and life-
long learning. To show appreciation 
for library workers and the work they 
do throughout the year, library users 
are invited to “Submit a Star” by pro-

viding a testimonial about a favor-
ite library employee at  ala-apa.org/
nlwd. 

 Participate in the #MyLibraryIs 
promotion on social media - Share 
what you love about the services 
available at your library. Post to Insta-
gram, Twitter, or on the I Love Librar-
ies Facebook page,  about an e-book, 
audiobook, virtual storytime or how 
your library has made a difference 
while you’ve been social distancing at 
home. Use the hashtag #MyLibrary-
Is. ALA will gather all the entries, and 
one randomly selected winner will 
receive a $100 Visa gift card.  The pro-
motion starts Sunday, April 4 at noon 
CT and ends on Saturday, April 10 at 
noon CT. Don’t forget to tag your li-
brary!

At the end of the week, head over to 
Harmon Park for a free Guitar Recital. 
Music will start at 11a.m. on Saturday, 
April 10, and there will be free pop-
corn while supplies last. The library’s 
Guitar Ensemble will perform some 
of the songs they have been working 
on, made possible by the Mill Creek 
Foundation. Please call or visit the 
library for more information on Na-
tional Library Week.
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by Bill Cahill, SFD PIO
Shortly after 6 p.m. on 

Wednesday, March 24, the 
Swainsboro Fire Depart-
ment responded to a local 
residence for a report of a 
fire inside the home. Fire-
fighters from Engine 1, 3 
and 4 arrived to find a fire 
in one room of the dwell-
ing. The fire was quickly 
extinguished, damage was 
kept to a minimum and the 
family was not displaced 
from the home. The cause 
of the fire was an unattend-
ed burning candle. Candles 
are a great way to liven up a 
room by adding a fresh scent 
or warm light, however they 
can also create devastation 
if not used properly. Un-
derstanding the dangers of 
using candles and knowing 
the safest ways to use them 
can help prevent a similar 
tragedy in your home. 

A Closer Look at Candle 
Fires: Overall, candle fires 
are not as common or as de-
structive as those caused by 
kitchen incidents or heaters, 
but they still account for 2 
percent of reported home 
fires and home deaths. In 
fact, one third of all candle 
fires start in the bedroom 
and are often the result of a 
person falling asleep while a 
candle is burning. More than 
half of these candle related 
home fires started when a 

candle was placed too close 
to combustible material. 
Some of the most common 
combustible materials ignit-
ed by candles resulting in 
house fires are: mattresses or 
bedding; curtains or blinds; 
cabinets, clothing and mag-
azines; newspapers; or sea-
sonal decorations

Stop Candle Fires Before 
They Start: Burning a can-
dle is an enjoyable, yet idle 
activity; it’s easy to forget 
that the candle is lit. Candle 
fires can quickly grow out 
of control so it’s important 
to take basic safety precau-
tions and follow these can-
dle safety tips: Place candles 
on stable furniture where 
children and pets cannot 
knock them over, Never fall 
asleep with a candle burn-
ing, Extinguish candles 
when leaving a room or 
when a candle burns within 
2 inches of its holder, Keep 
candles away from holiday 
decorations, paper, books, 
curtains, blinds, flammable 
liquids, clothing, bedding, 
lampshades and other com-
bustibles, Keep clothing and 
hair away from the open 
flame when lighting a can-
dle, Never use candles when 
oxygen sources like com-
pressed air tanks are nearby.

Fire Safety When the 
Lights Go Out: Burning 
candles as a light source 

when the electricity goes out 
may seem like a good idea, 
but it can have dangerous 
consequences. Choose a 
battery-powered flashlight 
instead. If you must use a 
candle, take the necessary 
precautions to prevent a fire 
from starting: Do not walk 
while carrying a lit candle, 
always supervise children 
when candles are near, nev-
er use a candle to check pilot 
lights of gas appliances or to 
provide light when fueling 
equipment.

By taking these precau-
tions, you can enjoy burning 
your candles and prevent 
a candle related fire from 
starting in your home.

by RON WEATHERFORD
The ECI c-team baseball squad has secured the 

number one seed on their side of the region with a 
12-0 regular season record.

The Bulldogs will host the first round of the re-
gion tournament on Tuesday, April 13.  They will 
also host the second round on April 15 if they are 
successful in the first round.  The Championship 
game is scheduled for April 17. 

The team has been a scoring machine this year 
plating 143 runs for an average of 11.9 runs per 
game.  The offense has put double digits on the 
scoreboard in nine of their twelve games this sea-
son. 

The defense and pitching staff have been just as 
efficient allowing just 4 runs per game out scoring 
their opponents by almost 100 runs.

With the lopsided scores, just about every mem-
ber of the team has toed the rubber for the Bull-
dogs.  Spending time of the mound this season for 
the Bulldogs were Tyler Foreman, Kanyon Thomp-
son, James Parker, Oisin Matthews, Ab Marsh, Jake 
Grimm, Gabe Lee, Cayden Jones, Tuff Boddiford, 
Max McBride and Jackson Kennedy.

The following are comments from head coach 
John Hodges.

“I am extremely proud and grateful for each 
member of our team.  They have put in many hours 
of hard work and great effort to get to this point in 
the season.  We have been blessed with great sup-
port from our parents, school administration and 
athletic department. There have been many people 
who have stepped in and helped us by feeding the 

guys, offering encouragement and just showing up 
to support us.”

“Our Journey to get to this point began 3 years 
ago with our core group of 8th graders.  In that sea-
son we were able to build a foundation of funda-
mentals that have helped us to improve”.  

“We have tried to build to this program in a way 
that is as balanced as it can be grade-wise.  Each 
group brings different strengths and abilities and 
we have relied on our older players to help the 
younger one understand how we practice and the 
expectations we have for them.”

“The main reason this season has been so special 
is because the older players remember where they 
were a few years ago and appreciate how much we 
have improved.  The hunger to improve and finish 
the season the way we want to is what drives every 
practice and game.”

“There is still room for improvement as we pur-
sue that complete game.  Hopefully we will get 
close to that on Tuesday and it will propel us for-
ward into the rest of the playoffs.”

This 2021 middle school team is led by head coach 
John Hodges and assistant coach David Hodges.
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Seventeen fourth, fifth, 
and sixth  grade Eman-
uel County 4-H’ers 
completed research, de-
veloped presentations, 
and delivered demon-
strations as part of the 
2021 Cloverleaf Project 
Achievement Compe-
tition. Twelve 4-H’ers 
competed in-person at 
East Georgia State Col-
lege and five students 
submitted videos of 
their projects.

The Project Achieve-
ment competition offers 
something for just about 
everyone. From Bicycle 
to Wildlife, there are 59 
different categories.  Fif-
ty-three projects include 
oral presentations. Six 
projects have special 
presentations includ-
ing three performing 
arts categories, a sew-
ing presentation, and 
foods labs presenting a 
no-cook snack. 4-H’ers 
pick a project area of 
interest, research the 
topic, prepare a demon-
stration, and then share 

their presentation with 
others.  All students 
were judged based on a 
rubric and all students 
received blue ribbons 
based on their scores.

Greysn Bargeron- 
Time & Money Manage-
ment

Amelia Grace Clem-
ents- Performing Arts

Mason Collins- Pho-
tography & Videogra-
phy

Lawson Frye- Com-
puter Information Tech-
nology

Braylen Lanier- Sports
Weston Lee- Comput-

er Information Technol-
ogy

Abby Randall Lewis- 
Food for Health & Sport

Colten Lewis- Sports
Bry’yielahn McClen-

don- General Recreation
Capp McCullough- 

Agricultural Awareness
Amelia Meadows- 

Sheep & Meat Goats
Abigail Mulrooney- 

Outdoor Recreation
Rose Polke- Safety
Emily Scarboro- Dog 

Care & Training
Kandis Smith- History
Dayna Tillman- Wild-

life
Sam Williams- Poul-

try Science
A special thank you to 

East Georgia State Col-
lege and the Emanuel 
County Volunteer Lead-
ers Association for their 
support of hosting the 
4-H Cloverleaf Project 
Achievement competi-

tion.
  4-H provides 

fun, exciting, and 
educational events year-
round for all youth in 
grades 4-12. For more 
information about the 

Emanuel County 4-H 
Club and how you can 
get involved, contact 
Jakyn Tyson at the 
Emanuel County Exten-
sion Office at (478) 237-
1226.

ECI Middle School Baseball Ready for Region Tournament

SWAINSBORO TOURNAMENT PHOTO EARLIER IN YEAR AFTER WINNING BOTH GAMES

Emanuel County 4-H’ers compete in county project achievement competition

COLTEN LEWIS, BRAYLEN LANIER, ABBY RANDALL LEWIS, ROSE POLKE, MASON COLLINS, 
DAYNA FOSTER, WESTON LEE, ABIGAIL MULROONEY, AMELIA MEADOWS, KANDIS 

SMITH, BRY’YIELAHN MCCLENDON, AND SAM WILLIAMS. COMPETING VIRTUALLY AND 
NOT PICTURED: GREYSN BARGERON, AMELIA GRACE CLEMENTS, LAWSON FRYE, CAPP 

MCCULLOUGH AND EMILY SCARBORO

RESULT FROM CANDLE 
FIRE

Candle Fires – Are You at Risk?
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According to the Emanuel 
County Sheriff’s Office…

March 25
Deputy assisted GSP with 

a vehicle fire that occurred 
on I16 west bound. Vehicle 
was not involved in a MVA. 
Cause of fire was unknown 
at the time of the incident.

March 26
Deputies responded to 

McKenzie Dr. in reference 
to damage to property. 
Upon arrival, complainant 
advised that the offender 
had broken her ignition and 
interior. 

March 27
Deputies responded to Ed 

Youmans Rd. in reference to 
a structure fire. Upon arriv-
al, Fire Dept. advised that 
the fire may have started 
under the mobile home and 
complainant advised that 
there is no power to the 
residence, as they are in the 
process of remodeling. C/o 
stated that he was last at 
the location about 2-3 hours 
prior to seeing the flames.

Deputies responded to 
Kemp Rd. in reference to a 
domestic that had occurred 
in the city limits.

Deputy responded to the 
ER in reference to a report.

March 28
Complainant stated he 

struck debris in the road-
way that caused moderate 
damage to his vehicle.

Deputies responded to 
Bishop Chapel Rd. in refer-
ence to loud music. Deputy 
made contact with the 
owner and advised him of 
the complaints on his estab-
lishment for loud music. 
The owner advised that he 
would turn the music down. 
Deputy sat down the road 
and could hear the music 
still playing just as loud as 
it was when he advised the 
owner to turn it down. The 
music finally went off about 
2 hours later.

Deputies traveled to Hwy 
57 W. in reference to a wanted 
person. As deputies arrived 
at the residence, offender 
was observed in the back-
yard. Offender fled from 
the residence into a wooded 
area. Offender knows he has 
an outstanding warrant and 
fled the area to avoid arrest. 
Deputies searched the area 
near the residence but were 
unable to locate offender.

Deputies were dispatched 
to Briarcliff Rd. in refer-
ence to an alarm. Motion 
was advised to be the gen-
eral alarm. Residence was 
checked and appeared to be 
secure, having no signs of 
tamper or forced entry.

Deputies were dispatched 

to Pearl Rd. in reference to 
criminal trespass.

March 29
Complainant struck a tur-

key with his vehicle while 
traveling Hwy 192 S. Vehicle 
sustained minor damage.

Deputy responded to 
Tony Baker Ln. for possible 
suicide subject. Upon arriv-
al, subject stated he was not 
going to harm himself and 
did not need any medical 
attention. 

Deputies responded to a 
single vehicle accident on 
Canoochee Rd. Upon arriv-
al, complainant stated she 
struck a cow with his vehi-
cle while traveling Hwy 57 
W. Vehicle sustained major 
damage.

Deputies responded to 
Hwy 57 W. to search for 
a vehicle collision. 911 
advised the driver had hit 
something in the roadway 
and was requesting EMS. 
Deputies arrived on scene 
along with Em. Fire & EMS.

March 30
A Chime card was locat-

ed om the ATM machine 
at Spivery State Bank. The 
card was turned in for safe 
keeping until the owner was 
found. Owner was located 
and picked up his card.

Investigators assisted US 
Marshal’s Fugitive Team 
and GBI in arresting offend-
er for outstanding arrest 
warrants.

Deputies met with MED 1 
on Fairground Rd. in refer-
ence to a male subject who 
was found unresponsive.

Deputy assisted DCS 
(Dept. of Community 
Supervision) with the appre-
hension of a male subject. 
Upon arrival, male subject 
had been taken into police 
custody by DCS during 
which time offender was 
found to be in possession of 
a small amount of a green 
leafy substance believed to 
be marijuana. 

March 31
Deputies responded to 

Hwy 192 S in reference to 
a tree falling onto a vehi-
cle just outside of Stillmore. 
Upon arrival, deputy spoke 
with complainant who stat-
ed the tree fell on the wind-
shield and caused major 
damage, with no injuries 
reported. Deputy still had 
EMS come on scene to check 
the complainant’s 6-month-
old child that was in the 
backseat due to a small cut 
on his face from the glass. 
Vehicle sustained major 
front windshield damage 
due to high winds from a 
storm in the area.

Deputies responded to 

Kersey Cross Rd. in refer-
ence to an unresponsive 
male. Upon arrival, EMS 
was on scene and notified 
that the male had been 
deceased for a few days. No 
signs of forced entry could 
be seen.

Deputies were dispatched 
to Hwy 192 S in reference 
to a tree falling on victim’s 
vehicle. Victim stated he 
was traveling down his 
driveway when a tree fell 
on top of his vehicle causing 
damages. Vehicle appeared 
to have received damages to 
the driver door, top of vehi-
cle, and right rear passen-
ger door. No injuries were 
reported. Incident occurred 
during high winds from a 
storm passing through the 
area.

Deputy made a traffic 
stop on I16.

April 1
Deputies were dispatched 

to Overstreet Rd. in refer-
ence to a welfare check on 
offender. It was advised 
that offender had contact-
ed Georgia Crisis Center in 
reference to mental issues. 
Deputy made contact with 
a female advising to be 
offender’s sister. The female 
advised offender no lon-
ger lived at listed location 
and was currently living in 
Tampa, FL.

Deputies were dispatched 
to Hwy 297 in reference to a 
stranded motorist. 

Deputies were dispatched 
to McKenzie Dr. in refer-
ence to a theft. Victim stat-
ed he found that the cat-
alytic converter had been 
removed from his service 
truck. Victim is unsure of 
when the theft may have 
occurred, advising the ser-
vice truck had been sitting 
in the yard for an extend-
ed period of time. Victim 
did not advise of any other 
property damage or theft.

Deputies were dispatched 
to Williams Rd. in reference 
to a property dispute.

Deputies responded to 
Scarboro Church Rd. in 
reference to an unwanted 
person. Upon arrival, depu-
ties made contact with com-
plainant who advised that 
his girlfriend and another 
male took his phone and 
left walking into a field. 
Offender was the original 
911 caller who stated the 
c/o did not want to leave 
her property. Offender 
was nowhere to be found 
and would not answer her 
phone after several attempts 
by dispatch. C/o was going 
to leave, but could not find 
his keys and thought maybe 

the offender took them with 
his cell phone. C/o had no 
choice but to stay on the 
property until his keys were 
returned.

Deputies responded to 
Sunfish Ln. in reference to 
a domestic that had already 
occurred.

Deputies met with com-
plainant at the Red Roof in 
Oak Park in reference to an 
incident which occurred on 
Ricky Rowland Dr.

April 2
Deputies responded to 

Hwy 56 N. in reference 
to a domestic disturbance 
call reported through 911. 
Victim and offender were 
current spouses and resided 
together. Complainant stat-
ed she was hit and choked 
by offender. At the time of 
contact, victim did show 
signs of physical abuse that 
consisted of recent inflam-
mation to the left eye and 
marks on the right side of 
her neck and throat area. 
C/o further stated that she 
and offender got into a heat-
ed argument after she asked 
offender why he took off 
of work and offender got 
mad and began to sling her 
around while she held her 
baby. While on scene, c/o 
was also determined to be 
a victim of family violence 
advised by deputies that she 
wanted to press charges and 
further advised that she did 
not feel safe to be alone at 
the house. She stated she 
and the children would stay 
with another family mem-
ber for the night or until 
offender could be appre-
hended. Deputies made 
multiple attempts to contact 
offender but had negative 
contact.  

Complainant stated she 
has a TPO on offender and 
offender went to SHS and 
picked up her 16-year-old 
daughter and took her to his 
house to talk. Deputy spoke 
with c/o and her daugh-
ter. And daughter stated she 
called offender to get her so 
they could talk.

Deputy responded to 
assist SPD in a traffic stop, 
where driver bailed out 
on foot in the King Circle 
area. Upon arriving, deputy 
was driving on Norwood 
Dr. and seen a male with 
the same clothing descrip-
tion walking out of the area. 
Deputy then turned around 
and the subject started run-
ning. Deputy then spotted 
him laying in a wooded 
area about 25 yards from 
the roadway and made con-
tact with him into custody. 
Suspect was then transport-

ed back to the original scene 
on Howard Dr.

April 3
Deputy responded to 

Reba Dr. for a male com-
plainant stating there was 
a domestic between him 
and his wife. Upon arrival, 
deputy spoke with all par-
ties and neither was willing 
to leave the scene at the 
time but there had been no 
criminal activity, just verbal 
dispute.

Deputy met with com-
plainant on Starfish Lane 
in reference to a harassing 
communication incident. 
Complainant stated he had 
received some text messages 
and photographs on his cell 
phone from an unknown 
party. C/o also stated that 
he found the messages and 
photos to be alarming and 
threatening in nature but 
is unaware of who could 
have sent them. Texts mes-
sages are described as a mix 
of English & Spanish lan-
guage and slang and photos 
are described as being three 
separate photos of Hispanic 
male subjects, two of which 
are seen posing with a fire-
arm and have facial tattoos. 
Another photo is described 
as a group of young 
Hispanic male subjects who 
appear to be dressed with 
prison attire and appear to 
be within a prison facili-
ty. While not confirmed, it 
is believed that messages 
were sent to c/o by mis-

take.
Deputy met with com-

plainant on Bonsue Dr. in 
reference to a theft incident. 
Complainant stated he and 
his girlfriend got into a 
verbal dispute that ensued 
over a $90 vet bill that both 
parties were involved in. 
C/o further stated that 
his girlfriend took his cell 
phone as form of ransom 
and would later state that 
she would give the phone 
back in exchange for $90. 
Offender was GOA during 
the course of the investi-
gation. Deputy late spoke 
with c/o via land line 
phone during which time 
c/o advised that offender 
had also threatened to tam-
per with his bank account, 
which was accessible from 
his phone. 

911 received a call from 
an unknown source stating 
that someone was messing 
with a trailer behind Maple 
St. in Stillmore. When dep-
uty arrived on scene, he 
made contact with two 
offenders that were backed 
up to a trailer what was in 
the woods. He then asked 
them what they were doing 
and they stated they were 
trying to take off trash for 
his girlfriend who rented a 
mobile home on Maple St.

Deputies assisted com-
plainant with the recovery 
of their vehicle that became 
disabled on Hwy 1.
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The following persons have been 
booked into Emanuel County Jail, 
according to Emanuel County 
Sheriff Jeffrey Brewer, on war-
rants obtained by one of several 
local law enforcement agencies, 
designated by each name: Drug 
Task Force (DTF); Georgia Bureau 
of Investigation (GBI); Georgia 
Department of Pardons and Parole 
(GAPP); Georgia State Patrol 
(GSP); Emanuel County Sheriff’s 
Office (ECSO); Swainsboro Police 
Dept. (SPD); Stillmore Police 
Dept. (SMPD); Twin City Police 
Department (TCPD); Garfield Police 
Dept. (GPD); Adrian Police Dept. 
(APD); Child Support Recovery 
Unit (CSRU); Intensive Probation 
Service (IPS); or Probation Office 
(PROB).

Wyatt  Kincaid 
Rodriguez, 21, 46 
Odomville Church Rd, 
Adrian, entered 3/29/21; 
Bench warrant/State 
court/Hold for Jefferson 
County; ECSO

Dale Marty Hill, Jr, 22, 
544 Colegrove Dr, entered 
3/29/21; Simp battery; 
released 4/1/21; ECSO

Darryel Lee Beasley, 54, 
103 Old Metter Rd, Twin 
City, entered 3/29/21; 
Speeding 15-29 MPH 
over/Driving lic susp/rev; 
released 3/29/21; ECSO

Somorio Veonite 
Whitlock, 38, 9100 Cascade 
Palmetto Hwy, Palmetto; 
entered 3/29/21; VGCSA 
possession marijuana 
w/intent to distribute/
VGCSA possession of 
drug related object/Other; 

ECSO
Angel Rafael Perez-

Prado, 31, 318 W. Church 
St, entered 3/29/21; Hold 
for out of state extradition; 
TCPD

Quinton Jerome 
Andrews, 46, 617 Lucky 
St, entered 3/30/21; 
P r o b a t i o n / S u p e r i o r 
court/Bench warrant/
State court/Contmpt of 
court-supr/Contmpt of 
court-supr/Probation/
Swainsboro PD/Middle 
Ga Probation; ECSO

Odis Rushing, Jr, 22, 618 
Collins Rd, Cobbtown, 
entered 3/30/21; Ga street 
gang terror prevent act/Ga 
street gang terror prevent 
act/Aggr assault/Aggr 
assault/Poss of firearm 
during commission of fel-
ony/Murder/Bench war-
rant/Superior court; ECSO

Robert John Good, 40, 
46 Little Canoochee Creek 
Rd, Twin City, entered 
3/30/21; Probation/
Superior court; DCS

Octavin Rashoid 
Williams, 31, 501 Marion St, 
entered 3/30/21; Driving 
lic susp/rev/Failure to 
stop at stop sign; SPD

Brandi Pawlik Thoma, 
33, 306 Inglewood Dr, 
Enterprise, AL, entered 
3/30/21; No insurance/
Driving lic susp/rev/
Other/Speeding <14 MPH 
over; released 3/30/21; 

ECSO
Jacob Bradley Neville, 

20, 2711 River Oaks Dr, 
Richmond Hill, entered 
3/31/21; VGCSA/vio ga 
control subst act/VGCSA 
possession marijuana w/
intent to distribute/Poss 
of firearm during commis-
sion of felony/VGCSA/
vio ga control subst act/ 
VGCSA/vio ga control 
subst act/

VGCSA/vio ga control 
subst act; ECSO

De’Anthony Darrell 
Glenn, 34, 3 Promark Ct, 
Pooler, entered 3/31/21; 
VGCSA/vio ga control 
subst act/VGCSA posses-
sion marijuana w/intent to 
distribute/Firearm poss by 
conv felon/Poss of firearm 
during commission of felo-
ny/VGCSA/vio ga control 
subst act; ECSO

Angel Jesus Cruz, 22, 201 
Casey Dr, Richmond Hill, 
entered 3/31/21; VGCSA 
possession marijuana 
w/intent to distribute/
VGCSA/vio ga control 
subst act/Poss of firearm 
during commission of felo-
ny/VGCSA/vio ga control 
subst act/Poss of firearm 
during commission of fel-
ony; ECSO

Ramchander Chary 
Mummady, 21, 66 Landing 
Way, Richmond Hill, 
entered 3/31/21; VGCSA 
possession marijuana 

w/intent to distribute/
VGCSA/vio ga control 
subst act/Poss of firearm 
during commission of felo-
ny/Poss of firearm during 
commission of felony/
Other; ECSO

Katarius Rayveon Allen, 
19, 308 E. Folsum St, Mt. 
Vernon, entered 4/1/21; 
Disorderly conduct; 
released 4/1/21; ECSO

Cecil Lovett, Jr, 44, 411 
Washington St, Vidalia, 
entered 4/1/21; Expired 
tag/Driving lic susp/rev; 
released 4/1/21; ECSO

Da’Shaughn Markese 
Jones, 22, 228 W. MLK 
Blvd., entered 4/1/21; 
Aggr assault; SPD

Lusvin Monjaras Perez, 
34, 441 N. ST, Stillmore, 
entered 4/1/21; Driving 
while unlicensed/expired/
Fail to move over for emer-
gency vehicles; released 
4/1/21; ECSO

Mark Alan Hayes, 33, 
732 Amanda Rd, Metter, 
entered 4/1/21; Other; 
SPD

Rachael Lenore Collins, 
28, 116 Lake Luck Dr, 
entered 4/1/21; Theft/
shoplifting/ Probation/
Superior court; SPD

Albert Jared Collins, 
Jr, 33, 318 Tobacco Rd, 
Lyons, entered 4/1/21; 
Theft/shoplifting; released 
4/1/21; SPD

Ocatvious Tuvache 

Jones, 23, 504 E. Mica 
Ct, Statesboro, entered 
4/2/21; Fleeing/attempt 
to elude/Failure to stop at 
stop sign/Other; released 
4/2/21; SPD

Ashley Nichole Archer, 
31, 929 Scarboro Ch. 
Rd, Twin City, entered 
4/2/21Burglary; ECSO

Latonya Lavon 
Matthews, 40, 218 Lucky 
St, entered 4/2/21; Other; 
released 4/2/21; SPD

James Gilbert Drennan, 
Jr, 58, 332 S. Racetrack 
St, entered 4/2/21; 
Probation/Swainsboro 
PD/Middle Ga Probation; 
SPD

Kristin Nicole Molina, 
39, 118 W. Lee St, Midville, 
entered 4/2/21; DUI/
drugs/Following too close; 
released 4/3/21; ECSO

Victorrez De’shad 
Wilcher, 24, 335 E. Pine 
St, entered 4/*3/21; 
Probation/Swainsboro 
PD/Middle Ga Probation/
VGCSA marijuana/poss 
less than oz/Probation/
Swainsboro PD/Middle 
Ga Probation; SPD

Latasha Nicole Cuyler, 
35, 438 N. Coleman St, 
entered 4/3/21; Disorderly 
conduct; released 4/3/21; 
SPD

Jessica Elaine Phillips, 
32, 409 Lewis St, entered 
4/3/21; Disorderly con-
duct; released 4/3/21; SPD

Keechshan S. Cuyler, 33, 
716 King Circle Dr, entered 
4/3/21; Disorderly con-
duct; released 4/3/21; SPD

Chivonna Lakayla 
Phillips, 25, 319 W. Church 
St, entered 4/3/21; 
Disorderly conduct; 
released 4/3/21; SPD

Orlando Mario Oglesby, 
33, 368 Scuffletown Rd, 
Garfield, entered 4/3/21; 
Probation/Swainsboro 
PD/Middle Ga Probation/
Other/Other/Simp bat-
tery/Aggr assault/Theft/
taking; SPD

Marycella Ramirez, 24, 
684 N. Coleman St, entered 
4/3/21; Probation/
Swainsboro PD/Middle 
Ga Probation; SPD

Crystal Jordan, 35, 625 
Allen St, entered 4/4/21; 
Aggr assault/Cruelty to 
children; SPD

Rodrekus Quintez 
Walker, 27, 158 Log Pines 
Cir, East Dublin, entered 
4/4/21; Driving lic susp/
rev/Speeding 15-29 MPH 
over; released 4/4/21; GSP

Undre Jacquea Williams, 
27, 4150 Lions Pl, Macon, 
entered 4/4/21; DUI/
endangering child/DUI/
endangering child/DUI/
endangering child/DUI/
alch/Speeding <14 MPH 
over; released 4/5/21; GSP

Martin Gregory Scott, 62, 
60 Mustang Rd, entered 
4/4/21; Other; SPD

Jail Report

Sheriff’s Reports
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Officers with the 
Swainsboro Police 
Department (SPD) report-
ed…

March 26
Officer was stopped 

at the stop sign on S. 
Coleman St. facing south 
at the intersection of 
Lambs Bridge Rd. There 
was a car in the turning 
lane on Lambs Bridge 
Rd. waiting to turn 
left onto S. Coleman 
St. Offender’s vehicle 
was traveling east on 
Lambs Bridge Rd. in the 
straight lane and turned 
left onto S. Coleman St. 
in front of the car wait-
ing to turn. Officer initi-
ated his blue lights and 
the vehicle pulled over. 
Officer introduced him-
self to the driver, and 
the driver gave his ID 
card. Officer asked for 
his drivers license and 
was told that they were 
suspended. 

SPD was conducting 
a license check on Hwy 
56 N. and Anderson Dr. 
Officer asked offender 
for his license and he 
provided an ID card. 
Officer went back to his 
patrol car and ran his ID 
to find his license were 
suspended.

Officer was patrolling 
when he was contacted 
that offender was cur-
rently in possession of 
crystal meth. SPD Drug 
Unit had cases in the past 
where offender had been 
in possession of crystal 
meth and even made 
controlled purchases of 
crystal meth from him. 
Officer stated offender 
was gone from his res-
idence on a 4-wheeler 
and that the meth would 
be on the shifter han-
dle cover on the left side 
near the rider’s foot. 
There was no knowl-
edge of when offender 
would be returning back 
to his residence or where 
he currently was. Officer 
continued to patrol until 
coming in contact with 
offender. Upon making 
contact with offender, 
officer explained that 
he could not be riding 
the 4-wheeler on state 
right of way. He also 
explained that he could 
ride his 4-wheeler on 
city streets but only if 
he had driver’s license 
but his license are sus-
pended. During the 
conversation, officer 
noticed that offender 
was chewing o her lips 
and had ridged muscles. 
Offender also appeared 
to be a little more excit-
ed than other times that 
officer has spoken with 
him. This led officer to 
believe offender was 
currently using meth 
and that offender had 
a fourth amendment 
waiver in place from 
his past cases. Officer 
asked offender if he had 
any illegal drugs on the 
4-wheeler or on his per-
son and offender stated 
that he did not have any-
thing. Officer then told 
offender to step off the 
4-wheeler for a search 
of his person. Officer 
observed a clear plastic 
bag filled with a green 
leafy substance before 
he even started search-
ing offender. Suspected 
marijuana was removed 
from offender’s person. 
A pink short piece of 
straw was also located. 
Officer then searched 
the 4-wheeler and found 
two small plastic bags 

filled with a crystal-like 
substance.

Vehicle was travel-
ing on N. Anderson Dr. 
when a vehicle noticed 
a road check and turned 
into the Health Dept. 
Officer then made con-
tact with vehicle due 
to the business being 
closed. As officer was 
pulling in, the vehicle 
was backing into a park-
ing spot. Officer then 
made contact with the 
driver and asked for his 
license. He could smell 
a strong odor of mari-
juana coming from the 
vehicle with three indi-
viduals in it. While wait-
ing for another unit to 
arrive, officer noticed 
loose tobacco all in the 
back seat. When back-up 
arrived, officer asked the 
driver to step out of his 
vehicle. The other officer 
got the passengers out 
of the vehicle, and while 
searching the vehicle, 
a small plastic bag was 
found in between the 
driver’s seat and the cen-
ter console with a green 
leafy substance, and 
the driver stated that it 
was his. Officer then ran 
offender’s info to find 
that he was wanted out 
of Toombs County.

During a road block, 
officer made contact 
with offender to find his 
license were suspended.

During a road block, 
offender stated he did 
not have a drivers 
license. 

Offender went through 
a road block and when 
asked for his license, he 
provided an ID card. 
Officer then ran his info 
to find that they were 
suspended.

March 27
Officer met a vehicle 

with a headlight out, at 
which time he initiated a 
traffic stop. When mak-
ing contact with offend-
er, officer asked for the 
driver’s license and 
offender stated he did 
not have them on him. 
Officer then gathered 
his info and found his 
license were suspended.

Officer met a vehicle 
half-way in the cen-
ter turning lane. When 
officer turned around 
and began following 
the vehicle, the driv-
er immediately turned 
left. Officer observed 
the vehicle cross over 
the yellow center line 
once before getting to 
the stop sign. The vehi-
cle then crossed over the 
yellow center lane again 
before making it to the 
red light. Officer then 
activated his emergency 
equipment and conduct-
ed a traffic stop dur to 
failure to maintain lane. 
Officer approached the 
vehicle and the driver 
was smoking a cigar that 
she had just lit, and had 
on very little clothing, 
so he called for back-up. 
Once back-up arrived, 
officer asked the driver 
to step out of her vehi-
cle and he could smell 
alcohol coming from her 
person. A field sobriety 
was done and failed. 

Off icer  was 
approached by com-
plainant who stated his 
vehicle was struck by 
another vehicle, caus-
ing damage to the rear 
passenger side quarter 
panel. Officer was dis-
patched to Abundance 
St. in reference to com-
plainant stating his 

ex-girlfriend had been 
harassing him over his 
stimulus check that was 
supposed to go to his 
house because that’s 
where she use to stay. 
C/o stated he told 
offender that when her 
check came in, he was 
going to take it to the 
Post Office. Offender 
stated that she continued 
to harass him and stated 
she was going to call the 
police on him for taking 
her check. Officer tried 
to speak with offender 
via phone and she hung 
up in his face.

March 28
Officers were dis-

patched to Happiness 
Dr. in reference to gun 
shots. While in route, 911 
advised that they had 
just received another call 
about gun shots in the 
area. Upon arrival, offi-
cer observed a male sub-
ject walk from the back 
yard of the address and 
was pulling ear plugs 
our of his ears. Officer 
approached the sub-
ject and asked if he had 
been shooting any guns 
in his backyard and he 
advised he was. Officer 
then informed subject 
that the city has an ordi-
nance about discharging 
a firearm inside the city 
limits. 

Officer noticed a vehi-
cle approach the inter-
section and slow down, 
but did not stop. Officer 
then caught up with 
offender and activated 
his emergency equip-
ment to conduct a traf-
fic stop. Once making 
contact with offender, he 
gave him his license and 
during the check, it was 
found that they were 
suspended. 

Officer observed a 
vehicle approach the 
intersection and slow 
down, but did not stop. 
Officer then caught up 
with offender and acti-
vated his emergency 
equipment to conduct a 
traffic stop. Once mak-
ing contact with offend-
er, he gave him his 
license and during the 
check, it was found that 
they were suspended. 

Officer responded to 
Pughsley St. in reference 
to complainant stating 
that her son’s girlfriend 
had been sneaking and 
spending the night at her 
house with her son. C/o 
stated that she has asked 
offender to leave several 
times and she refused, 
and became very dis-
respectful towards her. 
Offender had already 
left the scene when offi-
cer arrived.

March 29
Officer was dispatched 

to Pughsley St. in ref-
erence to an unwanted 
person. Upon arrival, 
complainant stated her 
son was bringing the 
offender over to her 
residence without her 
permission and she has 
told offender on several 
occasions that she is not 
allowed at the residence. 

Offender was issued a 
criminal trespass warn-
ing.

Officers were dis-
patched to West St. in 
reference to a dispute 
between two broth-
ers. Upon arrival, com-
plainant stated that he 
and his brother share the 
listed residence and that 
he hung a curtain in the 
living room door way to 
help with containing the 

heat inside the area and 
offender tore it down 
a scratched c/o during 
the process. Offender 
stated his brother want-
ed to hang the curtain 
in order to better sneak 
people into the shared 
residence.

Officer responded to 
Canoochee Rd. in refer-
ence to several males in 
the area fighting. Upon 
arrival, officer met with 
complainant who was 
yelling and pointing as 
patrol units exited their 
vehicles. C/o was not 
very cooperative with 
patrol units and advised 
that he didn’t want a 
report and didn’t want 
anything documented. 
Officer advised c/o that 
a report would be done 
for information purpos-
es due to patrol units 
being sent to the area 
in reference to a phys-
ical altercation. C/o 
then advised that an 
unknown male that he 
has seen before stopped 
a vehicle in front of his 
residence, exited his 
vehicle, and hit him in 
the nose with a closed 
fist. The male subject 
then allegedly got into 
the vehicle and left the 
location and was gone 
prior to officers’ arrival. 
C/o refused any medi-
cal treatment, and there 
were no visible injuries 
to the facial area.

Officer was dispatched 
to Gumlog Rd. in ref-
erence to complainant 
wanting someone out of 
her house. Upon arrival, 
officer asked how long 
offender had been liv-
ing at the residence and 
was informed that he 
had been there for appx. 
1 year. Officer advised 
c/o that offender was 
a residence there and 
that he could not make 
him leave. C/o then 
informed officer that 
offender had left with 
the key and she wanted 
it back. C/o informed 
officers there was a AR15 
inside the house and 
when the officer looked 
for it, it was no longer 
there. Offender stated 
he got rid of the rifle 
appx. A month prior and 
c/o stated she wanted 
to report the gun sto-
len as the weapon was 
registered to her. Officer 
then asked c/o for the 
information on the rifle 
and she advised she did 
not know it and that she 
would have to get it from 
where she purchased it. 
C/o stated the rifle was 
bought for her in her 
name and that offend-
er was not able to have 
the weapon. When offi-
cer asked offender about 
the weapon, he stated he 
could get it back for her 
if she wanted it. 

Officer responded to 
Richard St. to a report 
of a lost or mislaid hand 
gun. Upon arrival, offi-
cer spoke with com-
plainant who stated that 
he left the pistol in the 
holster on the rail of his 
trailer that he was pull-
ing behind his vehicle 
and went to the dump-
sters off of Fairground 
Rd. C/o further stated 
that when he got to the 
dumpsters, he realized 
that he had left the 
gun on the trailer and 
when he didn’t find it, 
he retraced his path of 
travel but did not see it 
anywhere.

Officer was dispatched 

toking Circle Dr. in refer-
ence to someone dump-
ing illegally. Upon arriv-
al, officer made contact 
with complainant who 
walked the officer to the 
rear of his fenced in yard 
and there was grease 
and yellow rice dumped 
in a pile in his yard.

Officer responded to 
Happiness Dr. in refer-
ence to a dog at large 
attacking subjects at the 
location. Upon arrival, 
officer met with com-
plainant who advised 
that he was doing yard 
work at the residence and 
while cutting the grass, a 
bulldog approached him 
in an aggressive manner. 
C/o advised that a pock-
et knife was then swung 
towards the dog in an 
attempt to get it away 
from him. C/o stated 
that he did not know if 
contact was made with 
the knife and dog but 
the dog then allegedly 
left the area running up 
Canoochee Rd. Animal 
control was contacted 
and the dog was located.

Patrol units respond-
ed to Pratt Ave. in refer-
ence to a dispute. Upon 
arrival, units met with 
complainant and offend-
er. C/o stated she and 
offender had been argu-
ing at their residence 
and he threatened to 
hit her so she told him 
to leave and took him 
to his mother’s house. 
Once they got to offend-
er’s mother’s, offender 
grabbed their baby from 
the vehicle and would 
not give it back to the 
c/o. Patrol units defused 
the situation by speak-
ing with both parties 
and advised c/o to take 
the baby and leave the 
residence as she was not 
welcomed at the offend-
er’s mother’s residence.

Complainant went to 
the SPD to file a report 
that someone had dam-
aged his vehicle.

March 30
Officer noticed a vehi-

cle go around a vehicle 
that was stopped at the 
stop sign without stop-
ping, at which time he 
initiated a traffic stop. 
Once officer made con-
tact with the driver, he 
asked for his license 
and offender stated he 
was trying to get home 
before his ice cream 
melted. Upon running 
offender’s info, it was 
found that he had sus-
pended license. 

Officer responded to 
Mist St. in reference to 
an individual wishing to 
obtain property from a 
residence. Contact was 
made with complainant 
who informed him that 
she was at the residence 
to pick up property and 
she and offender who 
owned the residence had 
been divorced since Oct, 
2020. C/o advised that 
offender had changed 
the locks on the door 
and she could not get 
her property. Officer 
then advised c/o that 
she would need to get 
a writ of possession and 
make an appointment 
with the ECSO to go 
gather her belongings, as 
he was not able to escort 
her inside the proper-
ty or allow her inside, 
being she was no lon-
ger living there. Officer 
knocked on the door 
and spoke with offender 
who advised that he told 
her she could gather her 

belongings, however, he 
did not want the peo-
ple with her inside of 
his residence. While offi-
cer was standing there, 
offender advised c/o 
that she could grab her 
things as she knew what 
was hers. C/o refused 
and advised she would 
schedule an appoint-
ment to pick her things 
up with ECSO.

April 1
Officer was flagged 

down by a couple in the 
parking lot of EMC in 
reference to their daugh-
ter being stabbed. Officer 
was informed that their 
injured daughter was in 
the ER and that the stab-
bing occurred on West 
MLK BLVD. Officer 
then went to the ER 
and met with the vic-
tim who had 3 bloody 
puncture wounds on 
her left bicep consis-
tent with stab wounds. 
Victim did not wish to 
disclose any informa-
tion on what happened 
and instead insisted that 
she fell at Gumlog Park. 
After speaking further 
with the victim, she dis-
closed that she did not 
want anyone to get into 
trouble. She advised that 
she and her boyfriend 
got into an argument 
and she didn’t’ remem-
ber what happened 
afterwards. Victim fur-
ther advised that she 
remembered looking 
down at her arm and 
seeing the blood and 
called her aunt to take 
her to the ER. Victim 
remained insistent that 
the incident occurred at 
Gumlog Park and there 
were no children pres-
ent. Det. Spoke with 
victim and offender and 
advised for offender to 
be placed under arrest 
for aggravated assault.

Officer responded to 
WalMart in reference 
to shoplifters. Officer 
met with complainant 
who stated that offend-
ers were caught at the 
self-checkout not scan-
ning several items total-
ing $204.36. C/o and 
store manager advised 
that both offenders were 
in the store a few days 
ago trying to do the 
same thing.

Officer observed a 
vehicle pass him trav-
eling south bound and 
her ran the tag to find 
that the insurance was 
unknown. After check-
ing the tag, it was con-
firmed that the vehi-
cle did not have valid 
insurance, at which time 
officer initiated a traffic 
stop. 

April 2
Officer observed a 

vehicle approach a 
4-way and failed to stop. 
Officer caught up with 
the vehicle, called in the 
tag, and initiated a traf-
fic stop. The vehicle con-
tinued to travel at a slow 
speed until he reached 
a residence on Ben St. 
He bailed out of the 
vehicle running. Officer 
gave out a description 
of the driver and had 
911 call the SPD K9 han-
dler. When backup was 
in route, officer noticed 
a male matching the 
description. When he 
turned around to make 
contact, offender ran in 
the woods. K9 handler 
was able to make an 
arrest on offender.

Swainsboro Police Reports
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Meet John Unkles, 
26-year-old son of David 
and Susan Unkles. 
An employee with the 
county, John works at 
the Emanuel County 
Courthouse under the 
direction of Emanuel 
County Clerk of Court 
Kristin Hall as the offi-
cial scanner, or as John 
calls himself – the king of 
scanning. 

Between the ages of 
three and four years old, 
John was diagnosed with 
Autism, but don’t mis-
take his diagnosis as a 
setback – John is a very 
determined young man 
who’s proactive and 
loving parents never 
allowed his diagnosis to 
be an excuse. 

John is a graduate 
of Pierce County High 
School in Blackshear. 
Before graduating from 
high school, he enrolled 
in a program called 
Project Search and was 
assigned a job at the 
Waycross hospital. There, 
he worked some in the 
kitchen but really shined 
in the environmental ser-
vice department due to 
his superb skills in orga-
nization. His daily rou-
tine consisted of keeping 
the supply room orga-
nized and scanning items 
to charge departments 
for supply use. 

“His work accuracy 
while working in the 
environmental services 
department was said 
to be very well and the 
hospital didn’t want to 
see John leave. They 
were working on get-
ting John approved for a 
part-time position before 
we moved to Emanuel 
County. It was really a 
great experience for 
John,” Susan stated. 

In addition to working 
at the Waycross hospital, 
John also worked in a 
hardware store where he 
kept the store clean and 
organized and eventual-
ly began helping stock 
the store. He also was 
an Easterseals employee 
before his current posi-
tion here in Emanuel 
County. 

In September 2019, John 
continued his education 
at Warm Springs where 
he learned the basics of 

obtaining and maintain-
ing a job. Following his 
completion of school at 
Warm Springs in May 
2019, John was able to put 
his newly learned skills 
to work when taking a 
job at the clerk of courts 
office around June or July 
2019. During a recent 
interview, we found out 
how John came across his 
current job position here 
in Emanuel County.

“Ken Warnock, direc-
tor of Emanuel County 
Chamber of Commerce 
and member of 
Swainsboro Methodist 
Church, approached me 
and asked if I would 
be interested in let-
ting John work in the 
office. My response was 
‘Absolutely, I’d love to 
give him the opportuni-
ty,” Clerk of Court Hall 
stated.

Hall met with Warnock 
and the Unkles at the 
chamber and John started 
his new position, almost 
immediately catching 
on fast to his new job 
duties. He loves his job 
duties, work environ-
ment, and most impor-
tantly, his coworkers that 
he refers to as ‘his ladies’. 
His most favorite task is 
scanning, of course, but 
he also enjoys shredding 
papers, placing stickers 
on files, and cleaning up 
the office. Since taking 
his job at the courthouse, 
John has met a lot of new 
friends and is excited to 
start each workday. He 
has almost completed 
scanning more than 100 
years of documents for 
the county and has an 
estimated time frame 
set for completing all 
scanned documents 
between May and June 
of this year. Documents 
scanned date back to the 
1800s to current day with 
26 books being scanned 
per letter in the alpha-
bet, being approximately 
600-700 scanned books 
containing 500-600 pages 
each.

Fun fact: John completes 
one book per day when 
scanning for the clerk of 
court’s office. 

“John works hard and 
is always on time, smil-
ing, and happy. It’s won-
derful having John work 

in our office. It’s been a 
blessing. He’s really filled 
a need that we didn’t 
have. This is something 
I’ve wanted to work on 
for the past eight years. 
We’ve received quotes 
from vendors and all 
have been over $1,000 to 
do what John has done. 
He’s a huge asset to the 
county, office and our 
historical scanning and 
records being preserved 
forever,” Hall comment-
ed. “So many people 
don’t know it’s John 
back here scanning, but 
he’s the man behind all 
the work. Our real estate 
agents, bankers, survey-
ors, finance companies, 
and so many people need 
those records and John 
has made them available 
electronically. He really 
is a big deal.”

To be noted: John has 
missed no more than 10 
days of work since taking 
his position.

A recent accomplish-
ment that John is con-
tinuing to master is driv-
ing. His first time driv-
ing was while attending 
Warm Springs. He drives 
the family’s golf cart and 
has recently driven to 
Augusta several times. 

“He’s good with a lot 
of aspects of driving and 
his judgement seems to 
be really good. But, as 
his parents, we want to 
be sure he feels safe driv-
ing and has experience,” 
Susan noted. “When 
John was 15, I asked if 
he would like to drive. 
At that time, he said it 
was too much for him 
to think about. We’re so 
proud of his success so 
far,” Susan stated.

Getting to know 
autism – From a mom’s 
perspective

• Autistics don’t gen-
eralize very well. Non-
autistics have a file for 
balance and proprio-
ception (perception or 
awareness of the posi-
tion and movement of 
the body) that is applied 
when riding bicycles, 
motorcycles, scooters, or 
roller blading. Autistics 
have separate files of bal-
ance and proprioception 
for each of these tasks.

• Autistics deal better 
with a consistent sched-

ule rather than dealing 
with changes in plans 
often. The saying, “You 
can’t see the forest for all 
the trees,” is exact when 
dealing with autism. 
Non-autistics see just the 
forest. However, autistics 
see the trees. They see an 
oak, maple, maple, oak, 
pine, pine, pine, oak, 
maple, pine, pine, etc. 
“Most individuals would 
be like, ‘I can’t do that.’ 
We would be overloaded 
and that’s what happens, 
sometimes, with John,” 
Susan adds.

Getting to know John:   
• John loves cheese-

burgers and lemonade, 
with no ice

• John’s favorite color 
is green.

• In his spare time, he 
enjoys solving puzzles 
and is very fast at it.

•John also enjoys 
downtime on his com-
puter and keeps up with 
loved one’s birthdays on 
his computer.

• John doesn’t like a 
messy environment.

• John is very proud of 
himself and the accom-
plishments he makes

• John takes working 
very seriously.

• John loves Christmas, 
trains, and the Grinch. 
He also is a fan of 101 
Dalmatians and loves the 
Cruella Deville song.

• John compares the 
movie Zootopia to being 

very similar to getting a 
job in the real world.

• John has two broth-
ers, a sister-in-law, and 
two nephews that he 
cares a lot for, and they 
all care a lot for John 
too!

• John’s mom, Susan, 
is a nurse at Emanuel 
Medical Center.

• John’s father, David, 
is pastor of Swainsboro 
First United Methodist 
Church.

“I get it’s a spectrum 
disorder but there are 
some on the spectrum 
that are worth a try and 

to be given expecta-
tions. We just kind of 
always have pushed 
and pushed with John.  
After three years of 
effort, we plateaued on 
reading comprehension 
level. We didn’t quit, we 
just kept pushing. The 
bottom line here – Don’t 
undersell a person with 
autism. We’ve been so 
blessed. A lot of people 
have personally poured 
into John and we’re so 
appreciative of that. 
It’s truly a God thing,” 
Susan concluded.
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Meet Andrew – He loves bugs and lizards
by CASEY JONES
April is Autism 

Awareness Month. This 
week, the Blade reached 
out to Rebecca R. Brantley, 
who is 47 and a mother of 
two, but it is her 16-year-
old son, Andrew Manns, 
who is the topic of discus-
sion for this week. Andrew 
has autism, and The Blade 
reached out to Rebecca 
to get her perspective on 
what it’s like to live with 
someone who is affected 
by autism, what it’s like 
to care for someone with 
autism, and overall how 
it affects their everyday 
lives. Rebecca and her son 
Andrew were each born 
in Swainsboro and have 
lived here their entire lives. 
However, Andrew does 
not attend Swainsboro 
High School and is instead 
homeschooled. This is 
mostly because Andrew 
suffers frequent seizures, 
so he must be closely mon-
itored by his mother. 

What is autism? Accord-
ing to Autism Speaks, 
autism, or autism spec-
trum disorder (ASD), 
refers to a broad range of 
conditions characterized 
by challenges with social 
skills, repetitive behav-
iors, speech and nonverbal 
communication. Accord-
ing to the Centers for 
Disease Control,  autism 
affects an estimated 1 in 
54  children  in the United 
States today. There are 
many subtypes of autism, 
most influenced by a com-
bination of genetic and 
environmental factors. 
Because autism is a spec-
trum disorder, each person 
with autism has a distinct 
set of strengths and chal-
lenges. The ways in which 
people with autism learn, 
think and problem-solve 
can range from highly 
skilled to severely chal-
lenged. Some people with 
ASD may require signifi-
cant support in their daily 
lives, while others may 
need less support and, in 
some cases, live entirely 
independently.

Describing autism, 
Rebecca said, “Think of it 
as autism creating a chem-
ical imbalance in the brain, 
specifically affecting the 
neurotransmitter systems, 
which control how nerve 
cells communicate. It’s 
like you’re at a busy inter-
section and the sign says 
you’re entering a congest-
ed area; however, it’s not, 
and you freak out.” 

Individuals with autism 
or ASD often experience 
challenges in speech and 
nonverbal communication.  
According to Rebecca, 
although Andrew’s com-
munication skills are 
affected by having autism, 
this does not prohibit him 
from still eliciting emotion-
al reactions and responses, 
just as anyone else would. 
These occurrences are just 
more erratic and unpre-
dictable in their nature.

“In the morning, he 
doesn’t want to be both-
ered, but closer to after-
noon time he becomes the 
happiest child,” Rebecca 
said.

Andrew was diagnosed 

with autism at the age of 
2. According to Autism 
Speaks, signs of autism 
usually appear by age 2 
or 3. Research shows that 
early intervention leads to 
positive outcomes later in 
life for people with autism. 
By being diagnosed early, 
Rebecca and her family 
were able to get Andrew 
the help he needed early. 

In Andrew’s case, he is 
in the ‘low spectrum’ of 
severity with his autism. 
What does ‘low spectrum’ 
mean? In Rebecca’s own 
words, “There are high-
er spectrums of autism. 
There is a non-verbal com-
munication spectrum, in 
which the affected cannot 
talk.”  Actually, Andrew 
was supposed to not be 
able to talk or walk; how-
ever, he simply learned 
how. Autism affects 
Andrew in various other 
ways. Because Andrew is 
‘low-spectrum,” it is his 
cognizant skills and social 
skills that are most heav-
ily influenced. What this 
means is that in Andrew’s 
case, his symptoms are 
mild, whereas, for some-
one on the higher end of 
the spectrum, their symp-
toms can be more severe 
and affect their daily lives 
more considerably. 

Andrew also developed 
a form of Tourette’s, in 
which as previously men-
tioned, he suffers from fre-
quent seizures that affect 
his whole body. Andrew 
has chronic Tourette’s or 
Dystonia, in which his 
muscles contract uncon-
trollably all the way from 
his head to his feet, result-
ing in frequent seizures. 
Andrew just recently got 
over going through a gas-
trointestinal tick, which 
caused him various prob-
lems for the better part 
of 10 years. This tick 
caused him to be unable 
to hold down food for 
any length of time, as eat-
ing would cause him to 
go into pseudo-seizures. 
In these seizure episodes, 
Andrew is conscious 
during, so often times he 
would know when one 
was coming on. Rebecca 
has taught Andrew var-
ious precautions to take 
in the event one of the 
episodes occurs, such as 
lying down on the floor 
if he’s not sitting down 
somewhere where he is 
comfortable. Afterwards, 
he is to immediately take 
his medicine or be given 
his medicine by someone 
who can administer it. If 
he’s not given his medi-
cine within a minute, his 
spasms become uncontrol-
lable and emergency aid 
must then be given in the 
form of a 911 call. 

Autism also affects the 
way in which people learn. 
This learning process for 
many people comes natu-
rally, but for those affected 
with autism, it can be more 
arduous. Andrew’s learn-
ing capacity is also affect-
ed in that his response 
to learning is delayed. 
Rebecca expanded on this 
saying, “He is delayed as 
far as speech, he is delayed 
in learning with school. 

Even at 16, he is still learn-
ing things. In our previous 
driving lesson, I allowed 
him to drive on the dirt 
road, and instead of refer-
ring to his ‘blinkers’ for 
turning, he referred to 
them as ‘clickers.’ I mean...
blinkers do click, so he’s 
not wrong!” 

Just as with anyone in 
life, we often seek to be 
around people who share 
our same interests or even 
come from a similar back-
ground. Andrew is no dif-
ferent in this regard, as he 
has found two people sim-
ilar to him that he “clings 
to” and enjoys the compa-
ny of. 

“When it comes to other 
kids, he’s not very social 
with them,” Rebecca said. 
“He’s also a really big Star 
Wars fan. Specifically, he’s 
a fan of baby Yoda.” 

Andrew also has a ter-
rarium full of lizards that 
keeps his attention. “That’s 
one thing that keeps him 
occupied. He really loves 
bugs and lizards,” Rebecca 
said.

Things that other people 
might look at as mundane 
can have a totally different 
effect on Andrew. Rebecca 
elaborated, “There are 
certain things I won’t let 
Andrew have because his 
energy does boost and you 
can tell whenever he gets 
that rush--he’s verbally 
non-stop, and I have to 
say okay, can it.” Because 
energy is registered so 
differently in Andrew’s 
mind, he may have melt-
downs from time to time, 
which results in adrena-
line dumps or crashes. 

Something Rebecca does 
with Andrew in order to 
harness his energy natu-
rally is allow him to vent. 
They have regular “sit-
down” sessions in which 
she lets Andrew communi-
cate his emotions and any 
issues he may have. This 
way she can teach him to 
not keep things bottled 
up because repressing all 
your emotions and energy 
doesn’t mean it all goes 
away. Energy does not just 
vanish, it transforms, and 
most often repressed ener-
gy transforms into some-
thing more volatile in its 
nature. 

When asked what advice 
there is when raising or just 
simply trying to communi-
cate with someone affect-
ed by autism, Rebecca 
answered, “Just treat them 
as a normal child or nor-
mal person. Andrew still 
receives discipline if the 
situation demands it. I’m 
not going to show favorit-
ism, I raised him the same 
way I did my oldest, who 
is 28 years old. If you ever 
meet Andrew, you would 
never know anything 
was wrong unless I told 
you. He’s very quiet and 
reserved, but you would 
think he’s just shy.” 

Rebecca is also an advo-
cate for spreading aware-
ness about autism. “I try to 
give advice to others if they 
personally come to me and 
ask me for advice. I try 
to educate them the way 
that I educated myself,” 
Rebecca said. She is a part 

of multiple online groups 
that support one another 
and spread awareness and 
educate others on autism 
and Tourette’s. Although 
there is one group in par-
ticular that Rebecca enjoys, 
“Not an Autism Mom.”

One way in which 
Rebecca spreads aware-
ness about autism during 
Autism Awareness Month 
(AAM) is by making var-
ious autism-themed jewel-
ry, which she then donates. 
She also does her best to 
attend any autism-themed 
events that are going on; 
however, that has been 
hampered by the Covid 
pandemic.

 How then is autism 
treated? The answer lies 
in in nurturing and fos-
tering the best possible 
living environment to 
accommodate the affect-
ed. In Rebecca’s case, she 
explained, “I didn’t really 
know what was going on 
until he was diagnosed. 
I would be on my phone 
or laptop 24/7 googling 
everything, that way I 
would learn.” 

Rebecca ended by shar-
ing some advice to oth-
ers on how to deal with 
autism. She references a 
metaphor most specifical-
ly, saying, “It’s like enter-
ing a jungle and you hear 
a lot of flies. There’s a lot 
of obstacles in the way and 
you have to force yourself 
through them. Then you 
are met with dead-ends at 
every corner and every-
thing is forcing you to 
backtrack. This forces you 
to rethink your approach 
of where you are need-
ing to go and then sud-
denly, everything calms 
down, and you can just 
walk freely through the 
jungle.” She says this met-
aphor pertains to both the 
caregiver and the affected. 
“It’s like trekking through 
the jungle without a map.” 
If you can simply allow 
yourself to stay patient 
during these ordeals, the 
way opens up. Finally she 
says “when communicat-
ing with someone who has 
autism, you must allow 
yourself to be on their 
level, but at the same time 
not allow them to take 
advantage of you, but you 
also don’t want to make 
them feel inferior either.”  

Rebecca finally shouts 
out someone she feels par-
ents and caregivers can go 
to with questions or con-
cerns about autism. That 
person is Jill Scarborough, 
who is located off of 
Highway 57 across from 
the old skating rink. 

We here at the Forest-
Blade want to thank 
Rebecca Brantley for tak-
ing the time to attend this 
interview with us. We are 
truly so very thankful for 
your input and everything 
you continue to do to sup-
port not only your son but 
anyone else who is faced 
with similar circumstanc-
es. We wish you the very 
best of health and safety 
going into the rest of the 
year.
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Autism characteristics and diagnosis
Autism is characterized in the DSM-V by:
• Persistent differences in communication, interpersonal relationships, and social interaction across different 

environments
What this can look like: Being nonverbal or having atypical speech patterns, having trouble understanding 

nonverbal communication, difficulty making and keeping friends, difficulty maintaining typical back-and-
forth conversational style

• Restricted and repetitive behavior, patterns, activities and interests
What this can look like: Repeating sounds or phrases (echolalia), repetitive movements, preference for 

sameness and difficulty with transition or routine, rigid or highly restricted and intense interests, extreme 
sensitivity to or significantly lower sensitivity to various sensory stimuli

According to the American Psychiatric Association’s Diagnostic and Statistical Manual, which is used by cli-
nicians to diagnose autism, these core features of autism must be present in early childhood but may not fully 
manifest until social demands exceed the person’s capacity to cope with them, and challenges may be masked 
by learned coping strategies.

Define… Autism
Autism is a complex, lifelong developmen-

tal disability that typically appears during 
early childhood and can impact a person’s 
social skills, communication, relationships, and 
self-regulation. Autism is defined by a certain 
set of behaviors and is a “spectrum condition” 

that affects people differently and to varying 
degrees.

While there is currently no known single cause 
of autism, early diagnosis helps a person receive 
the support and services that they need, which 
can lead to a quality life filled with opportunity.

Autism and your family
A child’s autism diagnosis affects every member of 

the family in different ways. Parents/caregivers must 
now place their primary focus on helping their child 
with ASD, which may put stress on their marriage, 
other children, work, finances, and personal relation-
ships and responsibilities. Parents now have to shift 
much of their resources of time and money towards 
providing treatment and interventions for their child, 
to the exclusion of other priorities. The needs of a 
child with ASD complicates familial relationships, 
especially with siblings. However, parents can help 

their family by informing their other children about 
autism and the complications it introduces, under-
standing the challenges siblings face and helping 
them cope, and involving members of the extended 
family to create a network of help and understanding.

– Understanding Autism for Dummies, 2006
Finding time for prayer and attending a place of 

worship also helps many families handle the chal-
lenges of autism and provides a safe, inclusive envi-
ronment for both the child and family.

Early signs of autism
Autism impacts an individual throughout the lifes-

pan. However, research shows that  early diagno-
sis can lead to improved quality of life. Here are some 
signs to look for:

• Speaks later than typical or not at all (nonverbal)
• Repetition in language or movement, such as re-

peating the same word or sounds, hand flapping, or 
any repeated movement 

• Atypical nonverbal communication, including 
avoiding eye contact, giving few facial expressions, or 

having a monotone
• Prefers solitary or parallel play rather than en-

gaging in associative or cooperative play with other 
children

• Extremely distressed by changes, including new 
foods or changes in schedule

• Preference for predictable, structured play over 
spontaneous or make-believe play 

• Strong, persistent interest on specific topic, part of 
a toy, or item

Family member
A child’s autism diagnosis affects every member of 

the family in different ways. Parents/caregivers must 
now place their primary focus on helping their child 
with ASD, which may put strains on their marriage, 
other children, work, finances, and personal relation-
ships and responsibilities. Parents now have to shift 
much of their resources of time and money towards 
providing treatment and interventions for their child, 
to the exclusion of other priorities. The needs of a 
child with ASD complicate familial relationships, 

especially with siblings. However, parents can help 
their family by informing their other children about 
autism and the complications it introduces, under-
standing the challenges siblings face and helping 
them cope, and involving members of the extended 
family to create a network of help and understanding 
(Understanding Autism for Dummies, 2006).
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Raising a child with autism 
places some extraordinary 
demands on parents as indi-
viduals and on the family as 
a whole. Prime among these 
demands is the lack of enough 
hours in the day to do all one 
wishes. Specifically, the time 
involved in meeting the needs 
of a family member with au-
tism may leave parents with 
little time for their other chil-
dren.

Many parents feel that even 
as they do all they can for their 
child with autism, they are al-
ways struggling with how best 
to respond to the needs of the 

family as a whole. They say 
that although their own life as 
an individual may be put “on 
hold” and a couple may share 
an understanding of the need 
to make sacrifices on behalf of 
their child with autism, few 
parents are willing to make 
that same demand of other 
children in the family. As a 
result, there is a continual ten-
sion between the needs of the 
child with autism and those of 
the other children.

This section offers sugges-
tions to parents about ways 
to help the other children in 
the family cope gracefully 
and effectively with the expe-
rience of having a brother or 
sister with autism. Research 
indicates that the majority of 
brothers and sisters of chil-
dren with autism cope well 
with their experiences. That 
does not mean, however, that 
they do not encounter special 
challenges in learning how to 
deal with a sibling who has 
autism or a related disorder.

There are special demands 
on these siblings and learning 
to manage these demands will 
make their childhood easier 
and will teach them skills that 
will make them more effective 
and resilient adults. The most 
important teachers of these 
coping skills are a child’s 
mother and father. The gifts 
you give to your youngsters in 
childhood will serve them im-
mediately and in all the years 
ahead. 

Sources of Stress for Sib-
lings

Not all siblings will experi-
ence these stressful issues, but 
here are some to be aware of:

Embarrassment around 
peers; jealousy regarding 
amount of time parents spend 
with their brother/sister

Frustration over not being 
able to engage or get a re-
sponse from their brother/
sister

Being the target of aggres-
sive behaviors

Trying to make up for the 
deficits of their brother/sister

Concern regarding their 
parents’ stress and grief

Concern over their role in 
future caregiving

Many of the suggestions 
provided below are things 
parents can do within the fam-
ily to help a child understand 
what autism is all about, to 
improve interactions among 
the children in the family, and 

to ensure brothers and sisters 
grow up feeling they have 
benefited from the love and 
attention we all need.

Explaining Autism to Chil-
dren

Common sense tells us and 
research supports the idea 
that children need to under-
stand what autism is all about. 
The rule of thumb: Do it early 
and do it often! It is important 
that your children know about 
autism and that the informa-
tion you give them is appro-
priate for their developmental 
age. From early childhood, 
they need explanations that 
help them understand the be-
haviors that are of concern to 
them. For the preschool-age 
child this may be as simple 
as “Rick doesn’t know how to 
talk,” while for the adolescent, 
it may involve a conversation 
about the possible genetics of 
autism.

The key is to remember to 
adjust your information to 
your child’s age and under-
standing. For example, very 
young children are mostly 
concerned about unusual be-
haviors that may frighten or 
puzzle them. An older child 
will have concerns of a more 
interpersonal nature, such 
as how to explain autism to 
his/her friends. For the ado-
lescent, these concerns may 
shift to the long-range needs 
of their sibling with autism 
and the role they will play in 
future care. Every age has its 
needs, and your task is to lis-
ten carefully to your child’s 
immediate concerns.

Another key to success is 
to remember that children 
need to be told about autism 
again and again as they grow 
up. Young children may use 
the words they hear us use, 
but not understand the full 
meaning of those words until 
they are much older. Don’t 
be misled by a young child’s 
vocabulary of words like “au-
tism” or “discrete trial.” That 
does not mean the terms have 
real meaning for him/her. 
Just as you would not expect 
an early conversation about 
the obvious physical differ-
ences between boys and girls 
to constitute a sufficient sex 
education for children 5 or 10 
years later, similarly, you must 
explain again and again, in in-
creasingly mature terms, what 
autism is all about.

The Autism Society offers 

practical, age-appropriate 
information on teaching  chil-
dren and teens to make friends 
with their classmates on the 
autism spectrum.

Helping Your Children 
Form a Relationship

Because of the nature of au-
tism, it is usually difficult for a 
young child to form a satisfy-
ing relationship with a brother 
or sister who has the disorder. 
For example, your child’s at-
tempts to play with his/her 
brother are probably rebuffed 
by his ignoring her, fall flat 
because of his lack of play 
skills, or end abruptly because 
his tantrums are frightening. 
How many of us would keep 
trying to form a friendship 
with someone who turned 
her back when we spoke to 
her or, even worse, seemed 
angry when we approached? 
It is not surprising that young 
children may become discour-
aged by the reactions they en-
counter and seek playmates 
elsewhere.

The good news is that 
young children can be taught 
simple skills that will enable 
them to engage their brother 
or sister in playful interac-
tions. Research has shown 
that siblings can learn basic 
teaching strategies to engage 
their brother or sister with 
autism. These skills include 
things like making sure they 
have their brother’s attention, 
giving simple instructions, 
and praising good play. One 
research study showed that 
videotapes made before and 
after the children learned 
these skills showed in a very 
touching manner that, after 
training, they played together 
more and seemed much hap-
pier than they had been prior 
to training.

Special Times
Along with ensuring the 

child with autism is a fully in-
tegrated member of the fami-
ly, it is important to remember 
that other children in a family 
need their times to be special. 
Families are often urged to 
find some regular, separate 
time for the children in their 
family who do not have au-
tism. It may be one evening a 
week, a Saturday morning, or 
even a few minutes at bedtime 
each night. If your child with 
autism has a home-based pro-
gram or exhibits serious man-
agement problems, you may 
have neither the stamina nor 
the energy to give your other 
child exactly the same amount 
of attention. It is not necessary 
that everything in childhood 
be exactly the same. What is 
important is the opportunity 
to feel special to your parents 
and to feel an overall atmo-
sphere of equity in your home.

Not Everything as a Family
There are activities that 

should be shared by the entire 
family and those that should 
not. Along with having regu-
larly scheduled special times 
for each child, it is also import-
ant to remember that there 
will be some events when one 
child in the family deserves to 
be the focus of everyone’s at-
tention. Children have told us 
that it is sometimes frustrating 
to have to do everything with 
their brother or sister with 
autism. In fact, there may be 
times when it may not be fair 
to insist that he or she be in-
cluded. For example, if your 
child with autism cannot sit 
still for a school play, then it 
may be better if he or she stays 
home while your other child 
performs.

Most Siblings Cope Very 
Well

While growing up as the 
sibling of someone with au-
tism can certainly be trying, 
most siblings cope very well. 
It is important to remember 
that while having a sibling 
with autism or any other dis-
ability is a challenge to a child, 
it is not an insurmountable 
obstacle. Most children handle 
the challenge effectively, and 
many of them respond with 
love, grace and humor far be-
yond their years.
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Call Melva at 478-237-9971 to help sell your unwanted items!
Homes for sale or rent • Apartments for rent • Land for sale 

• Yard and estate sales • Miscellaneous for sale • Pets/animals 
• Help wanted • Services offered

Legals
|
IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN THE INTEREST OF:
I. M.	  SEX: F       
DOB:  09/20/2016  	
CASE # 21JV12
C. M.  SEX: M      
DOB:  11/23/2014   	
C. M.  SEX: M      
DOB: 11/24/2015  	
C.  M.	  SEX: M     
 DOB: 03/02/2019	
Children Under 18 Years of Age.
NOTICE OF SUMMONS
TO:  TAQUANNA KEIRA MOORE, 
CORY MICHAEL MOORE, SR., and 
any unknown, biological father of 
the above named children born 
to Taquanna Moore at WS Atlanta 
Medical Center, Grady Heath System 
or Orange Park Medical enter.
You are hereby notified that the above-
styled action has been brought by 
the EMANUEL County Department 
of Family and Children Services, and 
the Georgia Department of Human 
Services, seeking to terminate your 
parental rights with regard to the above 
referenced child; that said action has 
been filed in the Juvenile Court of 
Emanuel County, Georgia; and that 
by reason of an Order for Service 
of Summons by Publication dated _
February 9__ , 2021, you are hereby 
notified that you may obtain a copy 
of the petition from the Clerk of the 
Juvenile Court of Emanuel County, 
Georgia and may file with the Clerk of 
said Court and serve upon Marnique 
Oliver, Petitioner’s Attorney, whose 
mailing address is P.O. Box 308, 115 
S. Racetrack Street, Swainsboro, 
Georgia, 30401, an answer to the 
petition at any time prior to the Final 
Hearing.  
You are hereby commanded and 
required to appear before this court on 
the _6th__ day of  May   _, 2021 at 
the EMANUEL County Courthouse 
in Swainsboro, Georgia at 10:00 
a.m., for a FINAL HEARING and show 
cause, if any you have, why the relief 
requested in the petition should not be 
granted. You are hereby commanded 
and required to appear before this 
Court at said final hearing or the 
findings of the Court will be made the 
permanent order of this Court in the 
above case. You must attend the final 
hearing in order to preserve your rights. 
At the final hearing you will be given an 

opportunity to show cause, if any you 
have, why the relief requested in the 
petition should not be granted. Prior to 
the Final Hearing a Provisional Hearing 
on the petition will be held before the 
Court on                                April 22, 
2021_at 10:00 a.m. in the Juvenile 
Courtroom at the EMANUEL County 
Courthouse, Swainsboro, Georgia.  
The parties notified hereby are entitled 
to legal counsel in the proceedings, 
and the Court will appoint legal counsel 
if any party should be unable, without 
undue hardship, to employ counsel.  
You are further notified that you will lose 
all rights to the children and will not be 
entitled to object to the termination of 
your rights to the children unless, within 
thirty days of receipt of this notice, 
you file:
(a) A petition to legitimate the children 
pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 19-7-22; and 
(b) Notice of the filing of the petition 
to legitimate with the Emanuel County 
Juvenile Court. 
The Findings of Fact and Order of 
Disposition made at the Provisional 
Hearing will become final at the Final 
Hearing unless the party served by 
publication appears at the Final Hearing.  
If the party served by publication fails 
to appear at the Final Hearing on 
the petition, the Findings of Fact and 
Interlocutory Orders made will become 
final without further evidence and will 
be governed by the Juvenile Court 
Code as if made at the Final Hearing.  If 
the party served by publication appears 
at the Final Hearing, the Interlocutory 
findings and Orders shall be vacated 
and disregarded, and the hearing shall 
proceed upon the allegations of the 
motion.
The parties notified hereby are entitled 
to legal counsel in the proceedings, 
and the Court will appoint legal counsel 
if any party should be unable, without 
undue hardship, to employ counsel.
A copy of this petition may be obtained 
at no charge from the Office of the Clerk 
of Court between the hours of 9:00 a.m. 
and 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.
WITNESS, the Honorable Sherri 
McDonald, Judge of said Juvenile 
Court.
This ________day of 
___________________, 2021.______
________________________
Clerk, Emanuel County Juvenile Court
READ CAREFULLY
This Summons requires you to be 
present at a formal hearing in the 
Juvenile Court.
The child or children and other 
parties involved may be represented 
by a lawyer at all stages of these 
proceedings.
If you want a lawyer, you may choose 
and hire your own lawyer.  If you want 
to hire a lawyer, please contact your 
lawyer immediately.
If you want a lawyer but are not able 
to hire a lawyer without undue financial 
hardship, you may ask for a lawyer to 
be appointed to represent you.  The 
Court would inquire into your financial 
circumstances and if the Court finds 
you to be financially unable to hire a 
lawyer, then a lawyer will be appointed 
to represent you.
If you want a lawyer appointed to 
represent you, you must let the Court 
or the officer of this Court handling 
this case know that you want a lawyer 
immediately. 
|
COUNTY OF EMANUEL STATE OF 
GEORGIA
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS
ESTATE OF:		
MARY HELEN ROBINSON       	
ESTATE NO. 20E0124
All creditors of the Estate of MARY 
HELEN ROBINSON are hereby 
notified to render their demands to 
the undersigned in accordance to law, 
and all persons indebted to said estate 
are required to make immediate pay-
ment to the undersigned.
This 9th day of March, 2021.
Stephanie Nicole Foreman 
1806 Sportsman Lake Road
Fort Mill, SC 29715
Marc M. Bruce
Edenfield, Cox & Bruce
115 Savannah Avenue
Statesboro, Georgia 30458

|
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF	
LINDA MARLENE SCONYERS, 	
ESTATE NO. 21E0036
DECEASED	
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF 
ADMINISTRATION 
NOTICE
TO: ALL INTERESTED PARTIES and 
to whom it may concern:

LISA LAURETTE HOOD has peti-
tioned to be appointed administrator 
of the estate of
LINDA MARLENE SCONYERS 
deceased, of said county.  (The peti-
tioner has also applied for waiver 
of bond, waiver of reports, waiver 
of statements, and/or grant of cer-
tain powers contained in O.C.G.A. § 
53-12-261.)  All interested persons 
are hereby notified to show cause why 
said petition should not be granted.  
All objections to the petition must be 
in writing, setting forth the grounds of 
any such objections, and must be filed 
with the Court on or before 10:00 A.M. 
APRIL 12, 2021.  
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objec-
tions to the petition must be in writing, 
setting forth the grounds of any such 
objections.  All objections should be 
sworn to before a notary public or 
before a probate court clerk, and 
filing fees must be tendered with your 
objections, unless you qualify to file 
as an indigent party.  Contact pro-
bate court personnel for the required 
amount of filing fees.  If any objections 
are filed, a hearing will be scheduled 
at a later date.  If no objections are 
filed, the petition may be granted with-
out a hearing.
DON E. WILKES
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Jeanie Hooks
Clerk of the Probate Court
P. O. Box 70 / 125 S. Main Street
Swainsboro, Ga. 30401
Address
478-237-7091
Telephone Number

|
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-
TORS GEORGIA, EMANUEL COUN-
TY
All creditors of the estate of Sydney 
Kate Smith, decedent, late of 
Emanuel County, are hereby notified 
to render in their demands to Jerry N. 
Cadle, P.C., P.O. Box 68, Swainsboro, 
GA 30401 according to law, and all 
persons indebted to said estate are 
required to make immediate payment.
This 11th day of March, 2021.
Thomas B. Garrett, Administrator of 
the Estate of  			 
Sydney Kate Smith, decedent
Jerry N. Cadle, P.C.
P.O. Box 68
Swainsboro, GA 30401

|
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-
TORS GEORGIA, EMANUEL COUN-
TY
All creditors of the estate of  Dona 
Elaine Glass, decedent, late of 
Emanuel County, are hereby notified 
to render in their demands to Jerry N. 
Cadle, P.C., P.O. Box 68, Swainsboro, 
GA 30401 according to law, and all 
persons indebted to said estate are 
required to make immediate payment.
This 11th  day of March, 2021.
Gail Dillard, Executrix of the Estate of  	
Dona Elaine Glass, decedent
Jerry N. Cadle, P.C.
P.O. Box 68
Swainsboro, GA 30401

|
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY  STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF	
DAISY PEARL ROYAL, 	
ESTATE NO. 21E0039
DECEASED	
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF 
ADMINISTRATION 
NOTICE
TO: ALL INTERESTED PARTIES and 
to whom it may concern:
WILLIE ALBERT ROBINSON has 
petitioned for to be appointed admin-
istrator of the estate of DAISY PEARL 
ROYAL deceased, of said county.  
(The petitioner has also applied for 
waiver of bond, waiver of reports, 
waiver of statements, and/or grant of 
certain powers contained in O.C.G.A. 
§ 53-12-261.)  All interested persons 
are hereby notified to show cause why 
said petition should not be granted.  
All objections to the petition must be 
in writing, setting forth the grounds of 
any such objections, and must be filed 
with the Court on or before 10:00 A.M. 
APRIL 19, 2021.  
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objec-
tions to the petition must be in writing, 
setting forth the grounds of any such 
objections.  All objections should be 
sworn to before a notary public or 
before a probate court clerk, and 
filing fees must be tendered with your 
objections, unless you qualify to file 
as an indigent party.  Contact pro-
bate court personnel for the required 
amount of filing fees.  If any objections 
are filed, a hearing will be scheduled 
at a later date.  If no objections are 
filed, the petition may be granted with-
out a hearing.
DON E. WIKES
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Jeanie Hooks
Clerk of the Probate Court
P. O. Box 70 / 125 S. Main Street
Swainsboro, Ga. 30401
Address
478-237-7091
Telephone Number

|
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF EMAN-
UEL COUNTY STATE OF GEORGIA

FREE PUPPIES

FREE Golden Retriev-
er Puppies to Forever 
Homes! 1 Male,1 Fe-
male. Excellent temper-
ament!  House trained 
with very good trainable 
natures & perfect for fam-
ilies with children and 
other pets!  I will not re 
home to just any-one. 
Please email me at: Jose-
phinemccallum56@aol.
com or Text 256-663-8167.

MISC NOTICES

   WE DO not know-
ingly accept adver-
tisements that dis-
criminate, or intend to 
discriminate, on any 
illegal basis, nor do 
we knowingly accept 
employment adver-
tisements that are not 
bona-fide job offers. 
All real estate adver-
tisements are subject 
to the Fair Housing 
Act. We do not accept 
advertising that is in 
violation of the law. 
The law prohibits dis-
crimination based on 
color, religion, sex, 
national origin, hand-
icap, or family status.
   NEED TO SEND A 
COPY OF A DOCU-
MENT, LETTER, ETC., 
TO SOME PLACE IN 
A HURRY? The For-
est-Blade can do the 
job for you in min-
utes with its fax ma-
chine. We can also 
receive copies of doc-
uments. For more in-
formation come by our 
office on West 
Moring Street.

RENTAL HOUSES/
STORAGE UNITS

HOLSONBACK RENT-
ALS LLC :  Homes - Apart-
ments - Storage Units.  342 
W Main St.  478.419.1333.  
Mon - Fri from 9am - 
12pm, & 2pm - 5pm

YARD SALE

YARD SALE: Sat., Apr. 
10, from 8 am to 3 pm @ 
Hwy 221 (4 miles South 
of Kite). Items include 
bird houses, bird feed-
ers, and a vriety of other 
great items. 478.410.4526
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Legals
IN RE: ESTATE OF 
PAUL PIERRE JR,                                  
ESTATE NO. 31E0040
DECEASED
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF 
ADMINISTRATION
NOTICE
TO: ALL INTERESTED PARTIES  
and to whom it may concern:
STEVEN RAY PIERRE
has petitioned for to be appoint-
ed administrator of the estate of 
PAUL PIERRE JR. deceased, 
of said county. (The petitioner 
has applied for waiver of bond, 
wavier of reports, waiver of state-
ments, and /or grant of certain 
powers contained in O-C-G-A  
53-12-261.) All interested per-
sons are hereby notified to show 
cause why said petition should 
not be granted. All objections to 
the petition must be in writing, 
setting forth the grounds of  any 
such objections, and must be 
filed with the Court on or before 
10:00 A.M. APRIL 26, 2021.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All 
objections to the petition must 
be in writing, setting forth the 
grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to 
before a notary public or before 
a probate court clerk, and filing 
fees must be tented with your 
objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact 
probate court personal for the 
required amount of filing fees. If 
any objections are filed, a hear-
ing will be scheduled at a later 
date. If no objections are filed, 
the petition may be granted with-
out a hearing.
Don E. Wilkes
Judge of the Probate Court
By; Jeanie Hooks
Clerk of the Probate Court
P.O. Box 70/125 S. Main Street
Swainsboro, Ga 30401
Address
478-237-7091
Telephone Number 

| 
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF	
GERTRUDE J. SMITH, 	
ESTATE NO. 20E0133
DECEASED	
NOTICE
IN RE: The Petition to Probate 
Will in Solemn Form in the 
above-referenced estate having 
been duly filed,
TO: Ronald Walker, Shakera 
Shabazz, Koby Shabazz, 
Andrea Kim Walker, Vanessa 
Kopp, Lavernis Anthony 
Walker, Dawn Colbert, Michael 
Shabazz, Kolid Shabazz, and 
Nene Shabazz
This is to notify you to file objec-
tion, if there is any, to the petition 
to probate will in solemn form, 
in this Court on or before April 
26, 2021. 
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All 
objections to the petition must 
be in writing, setting forth the 
grounds of any such objections.  
All objections should be sworn to 
before a notary public or before 
a probate court clerk, and filing 
fees must be tendered with your 
objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party.  Contact 
probate court personnel for the 
required amount of filing fees.  If 
any objections are filed, a hear-
ing will be scheduled at a later 
date.  If no objections are filed, 
the petition may be granted with-
out a hearing.
DON E. WILKES
Judge of the Probate Court
By:  Jeanie Hooks 
Clerk of the Probate Court
P. O. Box 70 / 125 S Main Street
Swainsboro, Ga. 30401
Address
478-237-7091
Telephone Number

|
Notice is given that  YN 
Petroleum LLC / DBA. Oak 
Park Liquors  through Harish 
Reddy Ravalkole (Managing 
Member), 4050 Winterberry 
Rd, Cumming, GA 30040 
and Suvarchala Ravalkole 
(Managing Member), 4050 
Winterberry Rd, Cumming, 
GA 30040 have applied for a 
license to sell liquor at retail 
at 3877 Harrington St .suite B, 
Lyons, GA 30436

|
DEBTOR’S AND CREDITOR’S 
NOTICE STATE OF GEORGIA	
ESTATE OF TROY LEE 
RANDALL, SR.
Probate Court of Emanuel 
County, Georgia
EMANUEL COUNTY	
Estate No. 20E0113
All persons having claims against 
TROY LEE RANDALL, SR. and 
his estate, are required to
present the same to the under-
signed, properly itemized and 
proven, within the time required 
by law.  And all persons indebted 
to said deceased, or his estate, 
are requested to make immedi-
ate payment to the undersigned.  
This ____ day of March, 2021
__________________________
_________,		
	
Travers W. Paine III
Attorney for Administrator, 
Maurice Antonio Brown
Travers W. Paine III, PC
Attorney at Law
560 Ninth Street
Augusta, GA 30901
(706) 922-3548
tpaine@painefirm.com

|
STATE OF GEORGIA COUNTY 
OF EMANUEL
NOTICE OF SALE
Under and by virtue of the 
Power of Sale in that certain 
Deed to Secure Debt from 
BRUCE WOODS, as Grantor, 
to FARMERS & MERCHANTS 
BANK, as Grantee, recorded 
June 6, 2006, in Deed Book 
270, Pages 212-216, Emanuel 
County Records; which Deed 
to Secure Debt secures a Note 
dated May 13, 2016, in the orig-
inal principal sum of $87,482.95 
(the “Note”), as amended by a 
Change in Terms Agreement 

dated May 10, 2019; there will be 
sold by the undersigned at public 
outcry, during the legal hours 
of sale, before the door of the 
Courthouse in Emanuel County, 
Georgia, on the first Tuesday of 
May, 2021, to the highest bidder 
for cash, the following described 
real property:
All that tract or parcel of land 
together with the improvements 
thereon, lying, situate and being 
in the City of Swainsboro, 53rd G. 
M. District of Emanuel County, 
Georgia, being known and desig-
nated as Lot No. 5, Block “J” of 
Eastwood Estates Subdivision, 
as is shown on that particular Plat 
of Survey prepared by Walter K. 
Maupin, Surveyor, on February 
23, 1971, which is recorded in 
Plat Book 6, Page 126, of the 
Records of the Office of Clerk, 
Emanuel Superior Court.  Said 
Plat by reference hereto is incor-
porated herein for a more full, 
complete and accurate descrip-
tion of said property.  
The above-described property is 
the same as that conveyed to 
Cecil Farrow and Geneva Farrow 
by a Joint Survivorship Warranty 
Deed from Herbert Gay and 
Martha J. Gay dated December 
6, 1991, which is recorded in 
Deed Book 34, Page 411, of the 
Records of the Office of Clerk, 
Emanuel Superior Court.
Cecil Farrow deceased on March 
24, 2006 and said property vest-
ed in the survivor, Geneva Farrow 
by virtue of the Joint Survivorship 
provisions of the vesting deed.
Said property is identified by the 
Emanuel County Tax Assessor’s 
Office as Map S09 019 and has 
a 911 address of 248 Sutton 
Drive, Swainsboro, Georgia, 
30401.
The debt secured by said Deed 
to Secure Debt has been and is 
hereby declared due and payable 
in full because of non-payment 
thereof pursuant to the terms of 
said Deed to Secure Debt and 
Note.  The debt remaining in 
default, this sale will be made 
for the purpose of paying said 
indebtedness, including all inter-
est and attorney’s fees and all 
expenses of sale, and any other 
obligations of the Grantor to the 
Grantee.
Said property will be sold as 
the property of Bruce Woods, 
and to the best knowledge 
and belief of the undersigned, 
the property is in the posses-
sion of the Administrator of the 
Estate of Bruce Ernest Woods 
or her tenants.  Said property 
will be sold subject to any and 
all unpaid taxes, assessments, 
prior encumbrances, gener-
al subdivision restrictions, and 
other restrictions and easements 
of record, if any.  The under-
signed will execute a deed to the 
purchaser as authorized by the 
aforesaid Deed to Secure Debt.
Pursuant to O.C.G.A. Section 
44-14-162.2, the name, address, 
and telephone number of the 
individual or entity with full 
authority to negotiate, amend, 
and modify all terms of the Deed 
to Secure Debt is Morris Bank, 
301 Bellevue Avenue, Dublin, 
Georgia 31021 (telephone num-
ber 478-274-3072).
This 29th day of March, 2021.
MORRIS BANK, Successor by 
Merger to 
FARMERS & MERCHANTS 
BANK, 
Attorney-in-Fact for Bruce 
Woods
R. KENNY STONE, P.C.		
Attorney at Law
P. O. Box 681
Statesboro, GA  30459
Telephone: (912) 764-3232
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STATE OF GEORGIA COUNTY 
OF EMANUEL
NOTICE OF SALE
Under and by virtue of the 
Power of Sale in that certain 
Deed to Secure Debt from 
BRUCE WOODS, as Grantor, to 
FARMERS AND MERCHANTS 
BANK, as Grantee, dated May 
1, 2006, recorded in Deed Book 
268, Pages 50-55, Emanuel 
County Records; which Deed 
to Secure Debt secures a Note 
dated May 13, 2016, in the orig-
inal principal sum of $87,482.95 
(the “Note”), as amended by a 
Change in Terms Agreement 
dated May 10, 2019; there will be 
sold by the undersigned at public 
outcry, during the legal hours 
of sale, before the door of the 
Courthouse in Emanuel County, 
Georgia, on the first Tuesday of 
May, 2021, to the highest bidder 
for cash, the following described 
real property:
All that tract or parcel of land, 
situate, lying and being in the 
City of Swainsboro, 53rd G. M. 
District of Emanuel County, 
Georgia, being Lot 7 of Block 
I of the Eastwood Estates 
Subdivision as shown by plats 
prepared by Walter K. Maupin, 
Surveyor, dated February 23, 
1971, recorded in Plat Book 6, 
Page 131, and dated February 
13, 1981, recorded in Plat Book 
10, Page 673, Emanuel County 
Clerk’s Records. Said property 
BEGINNING at a corner marker 
located 384.13 feet S 17 degrees 
53 minutes E from the south-
east corner of the intersection of 
Turner Drive and Sutton Drive; 
thence N 72 degrees 07 minutes 
E for a distance of 150 feet; 
thence S 17 degrees 53 min-
utes E a distance of 100.45 feet; 
thence S 72 degrees 07 minutes 
W a distance of 150 feet; thence 
N 17 degrees 53 minutes W 
along the eastern edge of Sutton 
Drive a distance of 100.45 feet 
back to the point of beginning. 
Said property is identified by the 
Emanuel County Tax Assessor’s 
Office as Map S09 027 and has 
a 911 address of 247 Sutton 
Drive, Swainsboro, Georgia, 
30401.
The debt secured by said Deed 
to Secure Debt has been and is 
hereby declared due and payable 
in full because of non-payment 
thereof pursuant to the terms of 
said Deed to Secure Debt and 
Note.  The debt remaining in 
default, this sale will be made 
for the purpose of paying said 

indebtedness, including all inter-
est and attorney’s fees and all 
expenses of sale, and any other 
obligations of the Grantor to the 
Grantee.
Said property will be sold as 
the property of Bruce Woods, 
and to the best knowledge 
and belief of the undersigned, 
the property is in the posses-
sion of the Administrator of the 
Estate of Bruce Ernest Woods 
or her tenants.  Said property 
will be sold subject to any and 
all unpaid taxes, assessments, 
prior encumbrances, gener-
al subdivision restrictions, and 
other restrictions and easements 
of record, if any.  The under-
signed will execute a deed to the 
purchaser as authorized by the 
aforesaid Deed to Secure Debt.
Pursuant to O.C.G.A. Section 
44-14-162.2, the name, address, 
and telephone number of the 
individual or entity with full 
authority to negotiate, amend, 
and modify all terms of the Deed 
to Secure Debt is Morris Bank, 
301 Bellevue Avenue, Dublin, 
Georgia 31021 (telephone num-
ber 478-274-3072).
This 29th day of March, 2021.
MORRIS BANK, Successor by 
Merger to 
FARMERS AND MERCHANTS 
BANK, 
Attorney-in-Fact for Bruce 
Woods
R. KENNY STONE, P.C.		
Attorney at Law
P. O. Box 681
Statesboro, GA  30459
Telephone: (912) 764-3232
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STATE OF GEORGIA COUNTY 
OF EMANUEL
NOTICE OF SALE
Under and by virtue of the 
Power of Sale in that certain 
Deed to Secure Debt from 
BRUCE WOODS, as Grantor, to 
FARMERS AND MERCHANTS 
BANK, as Grantee, dated May 
1, 2006, recorded in Deed Book 
268, Pages 57-62, Emanuel 
County Records; which Deed 
to Secure Debt secures a Note 
dated May 13, 2016, in the orig-
inal principal sum of $87,482.95 
(the “Note”), as amended by a 
Change in Terms Agreement 
dated May 10, 2019; there will be 
sold by the undersigned at public 
outcry, during the legal hours 
of sale, before the door of the 
Courthouse in Emanuel County, 
Georgia, on the first Tuesday of 
May, 2021, to the highest bidder 
for cash, the following described 
real property:
All that tract or parcel of land 
lying, situate and being in the City 
of Swainsboro, 53rd G. M. District 
of Emanuel County, Georgia, 
being known and designated as 
Lot No. 16, Block “D” of the 
Eighth Addition to Lake Luck 
Subdivision, as is shown on 
that particular Plat of Survey pre-
pared by E. C. Salter, Surveyor, 
on November 2, 1957, which is 
recorded in Plat Book 1, Page 
81, of the Records of the Office of 
Clerk, Emanuel Superior Court.  
Said Plat by reference here-
to is incorporated herein for a 
more full, complete and accurate 
description of said property.  Said 
tract of land being bounded, now 
or formerly, as follows: Northeast 
by Lot 15, of said Block and 
Subdivision, being lands of Larry 
McDaniel and others; Southeast 
by lands of Jack J. McCullough 
and others; Southwest by Lot 17, 
of said Block and Subdivision, 
being lands of Debra N. Payne; 
and Northwest a distance of 100 
feet by the right-of-way of Liberty 
Street.
The above-described property 
is the same as that conveyed 
to Allen McDaniel and Peggy 
McDaniel by a Joint Survivorship 
Warranty Deed from Danny Hugh 
Rowland dated September 25, 
1997, which is recorded in Deed 
Book 100, Page 385, of the 
Records of the Office of Clerk, 
Emanuel Superior Court.
Said property is identified by the 
Emanuel County Tax Assessor’s 
Office as Map S05 071 and has 
a 911 address of 616 W. Liberty 
Street, Swainsboro, Georgia.
The debt secured by said Deed 
to Secure Debt has been and is 
hereby declared due and payable 
in full because of non-payment 
thereof pursuant to the terms of 
said Deed to Secure Debt and 
Note.  The debt remaining in 
default, this sale will be made 
for the purpose of paying said 
indebtedness, including all inter-
est and attorney’s fees and all 
expenses of sale, and any other 
obligations of the Grantor to the 
Grantee.
Said property will be sold as 
the property of Bruce Woods, 
and to the best knowledge 
and belief of the undersigned, 
the property is in the posses-
sion of the Administrator of the 
Estate of Bruce Ernest Woods 
or her tenants.  Said property 
will be sold subject to any and 
all unpaid taxes, assessments, 
prior encumbrances, gener-
al subdivision restrictions, and 
other restrictions and easements 
of record, if any.  The under-
signed will execute a deed to the 
purchaser as authorized by the 
aforesaid Deed to Secure Debt.
Pursuant to O.C.G.A. Section 
44-14-162.2, the name, address, 
and telephone number of the 
individual or entity with full 
authority to negotiate, amend, 
and modify all terms of the Deed 
to Secure Debt is Morris Bank, 
301 Bellevue Avenue, Dublin, 
Georgia 31021 (telephone num-
ber 478-274-3072).
This 29th day of March, 2021.
MORRIS BANK, Successor by 
Merger to 
FARMERS AND MERCHANTS 
BANK, 
Attorney-in-Fact for Bruce 
Woods
R. KENNY STONE, P.C.		
Attorney at Law
P. O. Box 681
Statesboro, GA  30459
Telephone: (912) 764-3232

|
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND 
CREDITORS GEORGIA, EMAN-

UEL COUNTY
All creditors of the estate of Larry 
James Kea, decedent, late of 
Emanuel County, are hereby noti-
fied to render in their demands to 
Jerry N. Cadle, P.C., P.O. Box 68, 
Swainsboro, GA 30401 accord-
ing to law, and all persons indebt-
ed to said estate are required to 
make immediate payment.
This 31st day of March, 2021.
Gene Nolan Kea, Executor of the 
Estate of  		
		  Larry James 
Kea, decedent
Jerry N. Cadle, P.C.
P.O. Box 68
Swainsboro, GA 30401

|
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER 
POWER
GEORGIA, EMANUEL COUNTY
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO 
COLLECT A DEBT.  ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT 
PURPOSE.
Under and by virtue of the 
Power of Sale contained in a 
Security Deed given by Tommie  
L Lloyd to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., as 
grantee, as nominee for Real 
Estate Mortgage Network, Inc., 
its successors and assigns, 
dated January 6, 2012, record-
ed in Deed Book 363, Page 
226, Emanuel County, Georgia 
Records, as last transferred to 
NewRez LLC F/K/A New Penn 
Financial, LLC d/b/a Shellpoint 
Mortgage Servicing by assign-
ment recorded in Deed Book 
478, Page 504, Emanuel County, 
Georgia Records, conveying 
the after-described property to 
secure a Note in the original prin-
cipal amount of ONE HUNDRED 
FIFTY-THREE THOUSAND NINE 
HUNDRED NINETY-FOUR AND 
0/100 DOLLARS ($153,994.00), 
with interest thereon as set forth 
therein, there will be sold at pub-
lic outcry to the highest bidder for 
cash before the courthouse door 
of Emanuel County, Georgia, or 
at such place as may be lawful-
ly designated as an alternative, 
within the legal hours of sale on 
the first Tuesday in May, 2021, 
the following described property: 
 SEE EXHIBIT “A” ATTACHED 
HERETO AND MADE A PART 
HEREOF
The debt secured by said 
Security Deed has been and is 
hereby declared due because of, 
among other possible events of 
default, failure to pay the indebt-
edness as and when due and in 
the manner provided in the Note 
and Security Deed.  The debt 
remaining in default, this sale 
will be made for the purpose of 
paying the same and all expens-
es of this sale, as provided in 
the Security Deed and by law, 
including attorney’s fees (notice 
of intent to collect attorney’s fees 
having been given).
Said property will be sold subject 
to any outstanding ad valorem 
taxes (including taxes which are 
a lien, but not yet due and pay-
able), any matters which might 
be disclosed by an accurate sur-
vey and inspection of the prop-
erty, any assessments, liens, 
encumbrances, zoning ordinanc-
es, restrictions, covenants, and 
matters of record superior to the 
Security Deed first set out above.
NewRez LLC F/K/A New Penn 
Financial, LLC d/b/a Shellpoint 
Mortgage Servicing is the holder 
of the Security Deed to the prop-
erty in accordance with OCGA § 
44-14-162.2.
The entity that has full authority 
to negotiate, amend, and modify 
all terms of the mortgage with the 
debtor is: Shellpoint Mortgage 
Servicing, 55 Beattie Place, Suite 
110, Greenville, SC  29601, (800) 
539-0267.  
To the best knowledge and belief 
of the undersigned, the party 
in possession of the property is 
Tommie Lee Lloyd or a tenant 
or tenants and said property is 
more commonly known as 905 
W Moring Street, Swainsboro, 
Georgia  30401.
The sale will be conducted sub-
ject (1) to confirmation that the 
sale is not prohibited under the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Code and (2) to 
final confirmation and audit of the 
status of the loan with the holder 
of the security deed.
NewRez LLC F/K/A New Penn 
Financial, LLC d/b/a Shellpoint 
Mortgage Servicing
as Attorney in Fact for 
Tommie  L Lloyd
McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, 
LLC
1544 Old Alabama Road
Roswell, GA  30076
www.foreclosurehotline.net
EXHIBIT “A”
All that tract or parcel of land 
lying, situate and being in the 
City of Swainsboro, 53rd G.M. 
District of Emanuel County, 
Georgia, designated as Lots No. 
1, 2, 3, and 4 in Block E of 
Grove Park Subdivision, fronting 
a distance of 300 feet on the 
Southern side of Covena Road 
(GA State Highway # 56) as 
shown on plat of survey made 
by R. K. Hatten, Surveyor, dated 
April, 1949, which is recorded 
in the Office of Clerk, Emanuel 
Superior Court, in Deed Book 
DE, page 1A, to which reference 
is made as a part of this descrip-
tion. Said property is bounded 
now or formerly as follows: North 
by Covena Road (GA State 
Highway #56); East 300 feet by 
Arden Drive, as shown on said 
Plat; South by lands of Jennifer 
P. Fitzner; and West by lands of 
Billy V. Chapman, Jr. and Brandi 
N. Chapman.
The above described property 
is the same as that conveyed 
from James Chesley Allred, III 
and Martha C. Allred to Tommie 
L. Lloyd by a Warranty Deed 
dated January 6, 2012, which is 
recorded in the Office of Clerk, 
Emanuel Superior Court, in Deed 
Book 363, pages 224-225.
Said property is the same as that 
conveyed by a Warranty Deed 
with Right of Survivorship dated 
August 8, 2008, from Charlton 
H. Calhoun, III, Executor of the 
Estates of Charlton H. Calhoun, 
Jr. and Jane A. Calhoun, to 

James Chesley Allred, III and 
Martha C. Allred, which is record-
ed in the Office of Clerk, Emanuel 
Superior Court, in Deed Book 
314, pages 275-276.
 MR/ca     5/4/21
Our file no. 5447719 - FT18
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IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF	
JAHALA NASWORTHY 
CUMBEE, 	
ESTATE NO. 21E0042
DECEASED	
NOTICE
The petition of TIMMOTHY D. 
CUMBEE, for an order declaring 
no administration is necessary 
in the above-referenced estate 
having been duly filed, 
TO: ALL INTERESTED PARTIES
This is to notify you to file objec-
tion, if there is any, to the petition, 
in this Court on or before MAY 
7, 2021. 
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All 
objections to the petition must 
be in writing, setting forth the 
grounds of any such objections.  
All objections should be sworn to 
before a notary public or before 
a probate court clerk, and filing 
fees must be tendered with your 
objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party.  Contact 
probate court personnel for the 
required amount of filing fees.  If 
any objections are filed, a hear-
ing will be scheduled at a later 
date.  If no objections are filed, 
the petition may be granted with-
out a hearing.
DON E. WILKES
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Jeanie Hooks
Clerk of the Probate Court
P. O. Box 70 / 125 S Main Street
Swainsboro, Ga. 30401
Address
478-237-7091
Telephone Number

|
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF 
GAVRIELLE LEONA MO’NAE 
BRADFORD,           ESTATE NO. 
21E0046
MINOR        
NOTICE
Date of second publication, if  
any April 14, 2021
TO: JAMES JOHNSON
You are hereby notified that 
MARY ANN GRANT has filed a 
Petition seeking to be appointed 
temporary guardian of the above-
named Minor. All objections to 
the Petition to be the appoint-
ment of a temporary guardian or 
the appointment of the Petitioner 
as temporary guardian must 
be in writing setting forth the 
grounds of any such objections, 
and be filed with this Court no 
later than fourteen (14) days after 
this notice is mailed, or ten (10) 
days after this notice is person-
ally served upon you, or ten (10) 
days after the second publication 
of  this notice if you are served by 

publication. All objections should 
be sworn to before a notary pub-
lic or Georgia probate court clerk 
and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you 
qualify to file as an indigent party. 
Contact Probate Court personnel 
for the required amount of filing 
fees.
NOTE: If a natural guardian files 
a timely objection to the creation 
of the temporary guardianship, 
the Petition will be dismissed. If 
a natural guardian files an objec-
tion to the appointment of the 
Petitioner as guardian, or if a par-
ent who is not a natural guardian 
files an objection to the Petition, 
a hearing on the matter shall be 
scheduled at a later date. If no 
objection is filed, the Petition may 
be granted without a hearing.   
DON E. WILKES
Judge of  the Probate Court
By: Jeanie Hooks
Clerk of the Probate Court
P.O. Box 70 Swainsboro, Ga. 
30401
Address
478-237-7091
Telephone Number                        

|
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN RE: PETITION OF 
ABBIE GAIL PARHAM
FOR ADOPTION OF COLIN WRI
GHT,                               
CIVIL ACTION NO. 21M01
KASON WRIGHT COPELAND 
AND 
BAILEY PAGE COPLEAND 
NOTICE OF SUMMONS
TO: Darlene Copeland, 
Defendant:
You are hereby notified that the 
above-styled action seeking 
Adoption was filed against you 
on said court on March, 2021 
and that by reason of an Order 
for service of summons by pub-
lication
Entered by the Court on March 
28, 2021, you are hereby com-
manded and required to file with 
the Clerk of said Court and serve 
upon William H. McWhorter, 
Jr., Plaintiff’s Attorney, whose 
address is P.O. Drawer 99, and 
answer to the complaint within 
sixty (60) days of the date of the 
Order for service by publication.
Witness the Honorable, Robert 
S. Reeves, judge of said Court.
This 28 day of March, 2021.
Kristin C. Hall
Clerk of Court

(From page 2D)
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Inspiration for my 
columns often comes 
from stories I have read 
or heard from others. 
I do not mean that I 
plagiarize or in ’53 SHS 
terms “copy off some-
one’s paper”.   Either 
could get you in big 
trouble.   My thoughts 
start twirling to my 
memory garden, and I 
dig up a related story. 
The homespun tales of 
Ronnie Johnson often 
give me this nudge.  
A few weeks ago, 
Ronnie delighted read-
ers with a column about 
his miserly uncle.   He 
and I have heard many 
tales of the hardships 
of the Great Depression 
from our older family 
members who carried 
these life-time impres-
sions into their later 
years. Ronnie’s uncle 
and my Uncle Curtis 
Wilson grew up with 

the same caution. Work 
hard. Save your money. 
Keep your money safe. 
The barefoot boy in bib 
overalls learned early 
that the pine trees cover-
ing many acres around 
him offered opportuni-
ty for his future. Dollars 
did grow on pine trees. 
Acre by acre, he was 
able to become a large 
landowner and quite 
prosperous from the tur-
pentine he dipped from 
the pines. He lived his 
entire life in the vicin-
ity of his homeplace at 
Norristown Junction.   
He followed his rule 
for life and worked 
hard, saved his money 
and kept some of his 
money safely nearby. 
He had great respect for 
the Citizens Bank and 
Mr. El Flanders, but he 
still wanted some of 
his money hidden in 
a safe place if needed. 

His land holding con-
tinued to grow, and the 
dollars continued grow-
ing on his pine trees. 
He built a nice home, 
bought new cars often 
and always looked out 
for those in need. He 
was a man of deep faith. 
His wife, my Aunt Iris, 
was his helpmate and 
supported his rule of 
life. She contributed a 
share to the savings by 
working many years 
as a supervisor in the 
J.P. Stevens woolen 
mill in Dublin. She had 
grown up in the depres-
sion years also and 
valued each dollar.   . 
Neither Curt nor Iris 
were willing to squan-
der a cent unless nec-
essary. However, they 
both enjoyed having 
a nice, new model car. 
When they learned the 
models for 1950 had 
just arrived at Fordville, 

they decided to go look 
over but not planning 
to buy. As they looked 
among the cars, Iris 
kept going back to view 
a blue Crown Victoria 
sedan. This was top 
of the line and offered 
many accessories.  
Jimmy Morgan knew 
he had a sale when 
Curtis told him, “My 
wife loves that car, and 
I want her to have it 
today, but I have to go 
home to get the money.”  
That was fine with Mr.  
Morgan, but he did 
not understand the 
delivery of the money. 
The couple hurried 
home to get the cash 
they had stashed under 
the frozen foods in their 
freezer. They counted 
out the many bills in var-
ious denominations and 
put the exact amount 
to pay for the car in 
full  in a grocery bag.   

The Crown Victoria 
was ready and wait-
ing when Curtis 
dumped the contents 
of the Piggly Wiggly 
bag on top of Jimmy 
Morgan’s desk. He was 
too astonished to count 
the bills but declared, 
“I have always heard 
of Cold Hard Cash, 
but this is the coldest 
money I have ever seen.  
Iris loved driving 
around in her Crown 
Victoria, but Curtis con-
tinued to take most of 
his trips in the tar truck. 
I cannot end this with-
out saying more.   Aunt 
Iris and Uncle Curt 
were the dearest peo-
ple in the world to 

me.  In case you do not 
know, Aunt Iris was my 
mother’s sister.   After 
the death of my par-
ents, they became sur-
rogates who continued 
to nurture and kept me 
in clothes and spending 
money during my years 
at Georgia State. They 
were never miserly with 
me. Both are still revered 
in Emanuel County,  
Also, Ronnie, I hope 
you do not plan to sue 
me for referring to your 
tales without permis-
sion. Remember imi-
tation is the highest 
form of flattery. Write to 
Shirley at sptwiss@gmail.
com

Just as I was about 
to pick up my flugel-
horn, the phone rang.  
It was Skeeter Skates, 
owner of Skeeter Skates 
Tree Stump Removal 
and Plow Repair in Ryo, 
Georgia.   He sound-
ed concerned.   That’s 
not like Skeeter.   Of 
course, he would never 
admit it.   I have found 

that those in the tree 
stump removal and 
plow repair profession 
emanate a high degree 
of self-assurance.  
“Hoss,” Skeeter said, 
“the boys in the Ryo 
Coffee Club asked me 
to talk a little politics 
with you.   I told them 
I’d be happy to since 
you know as little about 

politics as anybody I’ve 
ever run across.”  I hear 
that line every time 
he calls me but I don’t 
say anything because 
Skeeter gets such a kick 
out of it.   Tree stump 
removal and plow 
repair professionals 
love their own jokes. 
“First off,” he asked, 
“we was wondering 

what them politicians 
down in Atlanta was 
doing by changing 
how we vote.   That’s 
why I’m calling you.”  
I told him Republicans 
say they are making 
elections more secure.  
Democrats say it’s 
because Donald Trump 
lost the election.   The 
truth, as usual, is some-
where in the middle. 
“Surely, they ain’t 
saying we can’t vote 
no more,” Skeeter 
growled.   “Anybody 
what tries to stop me 
from voting is liable to 
get an 11-inch Power 
King Stump Grinder 
with Precision Control 
Brake deposited where 
the sun don’t shine.”  
I assured Skeeter that 
nobody was trying to 
stop him from voting.  
Admittedly, I don’t have 
all the details about 
Senate Bill 202 which 
was passed by the 
Legislature and signed 
by Gov. Brian Kemp 
behind closed doors, so I 
don’t know what it says 
about bringing stump 
grinders to polling plac-
es.  I suspect Democrats 
would say banning 
stump grinders is rac-
ist while Republicans 
would point out that 
Pres. Biden’s home state 
of Delaware does not 
allow stump grinders 
and that they take care 
of their own house first. 
Skeeter said, “Walleye 
who runs the bait shop 
in Red Bud says he 
believes the Q-Anons 
are responsible for 
what has happened 
as well as that Antifa 
bunch.   He says they 
plan to take over the 

country, arrest the 
police and harvest their 
organs.” I think Walleye 
spends too much 
time on social media. 
“Let me ask you about  
absentee voting,” 
Skeeter said. “This has 
got Uncle Coot real 
worried.   He has got 
no choice but to vote 
absentee.  As you know, 
Uncle Coot spent a 
number of years heavily 
involved in the porta-
ble toilet transportation 
industry and nobody 
wants to stand in line 
if he is around, unless 
they can be upwind.  
He can shorten a vot-
ing line in a hurry.” 
I told Skeeter to tell 
Uncle Coot not to 
worry. He will just have 
to provide some ID.  No 
different than the porta-
ble toilet transportation 
industry.   I am pretty 
sure you can’t simply 
go in and haul off a 
potty without having 
some identification. 
Skeeter mentioned that 
Booger Bledsoe, who 
runs a roadside vegeta-
ble stand over in Sugar 
Hill, wondered why 
everybody is so upset 
about the baseball All 
Star Game being moved 
out of Atlanta because 
some folks don’t like our 
changing the way we 
vote in Georgia.  Booger 
says who cares?  If any-
body is that interested 
in that game, which he 
doubts, they can watch 
it on television although 
past ratings show 
nobody much ever does 
past the third inning.  

He makes a good point.  
The gang wanted to 
know what the big 
deal was about making 
it illegal to hand out 
food or water to people 
standing in line to vote. 
I told them that the 
Republicans say that 
doing so could “inap-
propriately influence 
voters in the crucial 
final moments before 
they cast their ballots.”  
Democrats say – stop 
me if you’ve heard 
this before – it’s racist. 
Skeeter said there is 
no way that a bottle of 
water would ever get 
him to change his vote. 
That was Un-American.  
I could hear Walleye 
and Booger Bledsoe 
agreeing in the back-
ground.   Uncle Coot 
didn’t have much 
to say since nobody 
would likely come close 
enough to offer him 
anything but a bar of 
soap.   And how could 
it be racist if nobody 
of any color can have a 
drink of water in line?  
I tried to explain to 
Skeeter that politics 
can be very complicat-
ed.   Skeeter said, no – 
replacing a 6-port man-
ifold on a 3-point hitch-
mount Weed Wiper is 
complicated. Politics is 
just downright weird.  
As bad as I hate to admit 
it, he may be right. 
You can reach Dick 
Yarbrough at dick@dick-
yarbrough.com; at P.O. 
Box 725373, Atlanta, 
Georgia 31139 or on 
Facebook at www.face-
book.com/dickyarb.
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