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Order Pizza, Pasta, Chicken & More « Carryout or Delivery
I26 S Main §t, Swallnsboro * 478.289.7070

T LY < W w=m W

Name
Dane Arrington
Timothy Braddock
Racyn Faircloth
Randon Williams
Brayden Smith
Riley Griner
Heath Johnson
Jesse Moore
John Kersey
Rylie Rowland
Jay Carter
Ebb McCullough
Billy Martin
Math McCullough
Ace Ely
Jace Scarboro
Ben Flanders

Grade
Senior
Junior
Sophomore
Freshman
Junior
Sophomore
Sophomore
Sophomore
Freshman
Junior
Freshman
Sophomore
Freshman
Junior
Sophomore
Freshman
Freshman

,;«v&-; TG e

tlwat tf:e_y SAme!

1007 Lexsy Stillmoe Road * Twin City

Daytime Dhone: 475- 1040266
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DEA Middle

School Football

Roster

Banks Booth
Clayton Hood
Hadden Nease

Seth Williamson ' @

Cavan Calhoun P LU@K
Peyton Lee S WD THIS

Jaxson Wiggins | [ e SEASON!

Brody Fleming
Richard Braddy
Bryan Beasley il o
John Eskew ¥ AT e
Tucker Free T
Ethan Fields
Paxton Dixon
Braydon Lawson
Layton Terwilliger
Josh Tanner
Karson Kettles
Ben Griner

PHOTOGRAPHY
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David & &WCMQ@QQ Uca
EAGLE FOOTBALL Sﬂﬂfﬂclflf

- COVINGTON ACADEMY
SEP 11 - CRISP ACADEMY
SEP 18 - COASTAL
SEP 25 -OPEN
OCT 2 - PEOPLE’S BAPTIST ACADEMY & Ty £ o
ocT 9 - OPEN 419 S. Main St Swainsboro
OCT 16 -GRACE CHRISTIAN s WY478-237-5158
OCT 23 - VIDALIA HERITATE ACADEMY
OCT30 -OPEN

- COVENANT

"X 24160 Hwy 46 West
~ Metter
912-685-2250

mEWTmnl

FENCE INC.
cf’mce /764
455 E Main St.

Swainsboro
478-237-4061
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Carrie Newsome
Chloe Calhoun
Alana Donaldson
Jordyn Bell
Allie Slater
Findlay Griner
Rachel Shaw
Kaitlyn Reininger
Liz Dye
Moya Collier
Grace Catherine Hood
Peyton Free
Bailey Overstreet
Ashlyn Hall
Lanna Douglas
Kylee Page
Emma Taylor
Cayley Flanders
Karoline Kettles
Kaleigh Scarboro
Ella Claire Claxton
Hope Goodman
Christen McCoy
Alivia Fortner
Hannah Goodman

'-.B'ESt wishes?' We Offer: Tattnall
Good luck to all Full Color Printing

(] (]
Letterheads & Envelopes P rl ntl n g

/ a re a te a m S ! | Business Cards Complete Design and Printing Solutions

Flyers

Handbooks ’ )
Football Programs ﬁ/if MW{ EM W
Church Directories

Wedding & Party Announcements

Carbonless Forms 9 1 2 o 5 5 7 . 6 7 61
Invoices Fax 912.557.4132
Newsletters tattna”jour nal. com

Your local home comfort systems specialists.

Variable Data Printing for Addressing

478-763-31 Full Mailing Services for Al %low?/ PM«\? and

: , . 3-foot By Any Length Full Color Banners ;
The Premier | DD Premier | yew pigital archives! Offpce Supply Veeds!

Guarantee | v premierishere.com HEATING & AIR

"Sarviea Call fee waived ifnot
served within 12 hours of cal.
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DEA Middle School

Cheerleaders
Kyli Bell
Addie Brown
Jada Lewis

Maggie Black
Addalyn Terwilliger
Maddie Grace Lane

Jayden Slater

Bailey McNure

Katelyn Kersey
Payton Peebles
Brook Flemming
Chloe Daniel
Myli Jane McCulough
Jillian Davis
Lyla Martin
Scout Hall
Emily McRae
Hensley Terwilliger
Gracie Scruggs
Zaylee Braddy
Madison Slater

e o AN 2 i R
I,uﬁ'\;w& . i

549 South Main Street - Swainsboro, Ga 30401
(478) 237-7191

DEA VARSITY EAGLE FOOTBALL
Date Opponent Location  Time
August 28 Twiggs Academy Home | 7:30 p.m.
September 3 Covington Academy Away | 7:30 p.m.
September 11 Crisp Academy Away | 7:30 p.m.
September 18 Coastal Home | 7:30 p.m.
September 25 OPEN N/A N/A
October 2 People's Baptist Academy | Home | 7:30 p.m.
October 9 OPEN N/A N/A
October 16 Grace Christian Home | 7:30 p.m.
October 23 | Vidalia Heritate Academy | Away | 7:30 p.m.
October 30 OPEN N/A N/A
November 6 Covenant Home | 7:30 p.m.

Date Opponent Location Time
September 10 = John Hancock Academy Home 6 p.m.
September 17 = Vidalia Heritage Academy ~ Away 6 p.m,
September 24 Crisp Academy Away 6 pm.

October 1 John Hancock Academy Away 6 p.m,
October 8 Crisp Academy Home 6 p.m.
October 15 OPEN N/A N/A
October 22 | Vidalia Heritage Academy = Home 6 pm,
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BEST OF LUCK THIS YEAR
FROM YOUR FRIENDS AT..

mnCITIZENS BANK
ZUOF SWAINSBORO

121 North Main Street ¢ Swainsboro ¢ 478.237.7001
1210 Hillcrest Parkway e Dublin ¢ 478.272.7775
101 West Jackson Street, Suite B ¢ Dublin ¢ 478.272.7775 ——

1101 Brampton Avenue  Statesboro ® 912.623.2500 FDIC
www.cbs-lc.com ¢ #BankLocally CENBER




8 The Forest-Blade ® Fall Sports ® www.EmanuelCountyLive.com ® Swainsboro, Georgia ® September 2, 2020

Senior Cheerleaders

Liz Chloe
Dye Calhoun
Findlay Allie Carrie
Griner Slater Newsome
Kaitlyn Alana Rachel
Reininger p. Donaldson Shaw




——www.pineland.net | 800.247.1266

S phone + internet + technology + security

THE RURAL
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ALL THE BEST
TO OUR AREA
TEAMS!

‘x. PruittHealth

SWalHEEEhe & =

478.237.7022 o Fax 478.237.7644

856 Hwy 1 South, Swainsboro ® www.pruitthealth.com
Committed to Cannﬂ UHS¥PRUITT

RPORATIO

Senior Softball Players

Bailey
Burke

Findlay
Griner

Cross Country Schedule

Date Opponent Location  Time

Augsut 26 Bulloch Academy Away | 3:30 p.m.
September 9 Bulloch Academy Away | 3:30 p.m.
September 12 Edmund Burke Away TBD
September 23 Bulloch Academy Away | 3:30 p.m.
September 26 Edmund Burke Away TBD

Ocotber 7 Bulloch Academy Away | 3:30 p.m.

October 15 Edmund Burke Away TBD
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DEA Middle School
Softball Roster

Kyli Bell Eighth
Addie Brown Eighth ) A 1
Jada Lewis Eighth Nl ar GMLEgem (6LEs, ) " G";ps!( el
Bailey McNure Sixth | ‘ -9
Madison Slater Fifth
Brook Fleming Sixth
Aubrey Scott Fifth
Emily McRae Fifth
Jayden Slater Seventh
Addalyn Terwilliger Seventh

Seventh
IFIT.DOESNTICHALLENGE YOU,
{IT;DOESN;TICHANGE\YOU!

FOOrEALL

A
- -
Medlcal cenler LB V|Ct0ry i BRI

Drive-Thru & Delivery Service

2 3 A b IR\ 2
g : s ) MN“\_ Z 2\ N
Pharmacists " > 4 o3 9
Jim & Kimmy Sanders = T
Owners : r i aF F F- %’ ‘ L1 - t‘&

Jim Sanders & Butch Parrish + £ & L

R ————— || b7 £ g iR U.S. Hwy. 80 East at SR #56, Swainsboro, GA - 478.237.4111 - 1.800.424.8721
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luck
football players this season!
- °

/7
215 Roger Shaw Street « PO. Box 1974 | Swainsboro
478.289.6200 | 888.958.4555 « senaca@bellsouth.net

ECI Bulldogs Varsity
Football Team

ECI Bulldog Football Roster

Position No. Name Year Position
Takyle Foreman Senior RB/DB 13 Cordarius Lee  Sophmore RB/DB
Brendan Boatwright ~ Senior WR/DB 16 David Stapleton ~ Sophmore WR/DB
Chase Whitehead Senior [0):740):] 24 Gartrell Brown  Sophmore RB/DB
Reggie Blockett Senior ~ WR/DE 35 MacKenzie Davis Sophmore WR/DB
Trey Hughes Senior RB/DB 36 Shamya Edmond Sophmore WR/DE
Dalton McCoy Senior RB/DE Samuel McBride  Sophmore K
Brandon Hatcher Senior OL/DL 50 Rob Bell Sophmore OL/LB
Monroe Raymond Senior WR/DB Malachi Philips ~ Sophmore OL/DL
Natavus Robertson Junior RB/DB 64 Will Taylor Sophmore OL/DL
Jeremiah Mack Junior WR/DB Adyn Holden Sophmore OL/DL
Dontay Washington  Junior WR/DB Melvin Akridge Sophmore OL/DE
Trevor Radford Junior WR/DB Joseph Fullmore  Sophmore OL/DL
Ty Handsom Junior WR/DE Jordan Prew Sophmore WR/DB
Kobe Allen Junior RB/DB Haden McCullough Sophmore WR/DE
Jacorey Snelling Junior RB/LB Charlie Rehberg  Freshman QB/DB
» o D.]. Jones Junior RB/LB Aden McQuaig ~ Freshman RB/DB
LOCALLY : Kris Jackson Junior TE/DE K.J. Carlyle Freshman WR/DB
oorvs’gfg:n ‘ X A Carlton Gamble Junior TE/DE Davon Edmond  Freshman RB/DB
e Michael Kelly Junior  OL/LB Jack Walden  Freshman RB/LB

c AR c A RE BINCE Hagan Henry Junior  OL/LB 40 Hudson Henry ~ Freshman RB/LB
1860 Bray Sherrod Junior OL/DL Colton Allen Freshman OL/DL

IPPGICERTIEIE: AVAITIVA Hoage Reynolds Junior OL/LB J.T. Baker Freshman OL/DL
CER'HED RVRECHKER m GREML AL Payne Sanders Junior OL/DL Jack Black Freshman OL/DL

223 Highway 56 N., Swainsboro, GA 30401 P.J. Farnum Sophmore RB/DB Heath Davis  Freshman OL/DL

Phone: Day: 478-237-8762 Night: 478-494-8012 or 478-299-6854 Bryce Kearson Sophmore QB/WR 78 Evan Tale Freshman OL/DL
www.candgcarcare.com Lawson Mercer Sophmore TE/DE GO DAWGS!!
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SEP 4 - SCPS AWAY 7:30 PM
SEP11 -SCD AWAY 7:30 PM

SEP 18 -VIDALIA HOME 7:30 PM “ B

SEP25 -OPEN N/A 7:30 PM _
OCT2 -SCREVEN AWAY 7:30 PM , . ,
OCT9 -PORTAL AWAY N/A E N 'I' n n‘ l. « 4 d
OCT16 -MCA HOME 7:30 PM \ ’ 7 3
OCT 23 -OPEN N/A N/A | ENCE INC a
OCT 30 -CLAXTON HOME 7:30 PM 2 5 ym /754 ' »
NOV 6 - JENKINS CO. HOME 7:30 PM : 455 E Main St. T 4 4
NOV 13 - BRYAN CO. AWAY 7:30 PM R Swainsboro Y | 3

NOV 20

- METTER * &\, 478-237-4061

Wdf%{ /WM

oad Ave.Twin City 101W Main gt Swamsboro

I | .
507 S. R 7632151 treg| 478-237-702
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To play or not to play that is the question

by RON WEATHER-
FORD

With apologies to Shake-
speare, and a play on words
taken from Hamlet, he
could have easily been writ-
ing about this fall’s sports
activities in Georgia.

The GHSA has already
kicked the proverbial can
down the road twice in
rescheduling season start
dates and cancelling scrim-
mages in football.

Practice schedules, guide-
lines and restrictions have
already been deployed
along with the cancelling
scrimmage games so far this
season. The start of fall sea-
son has also been pushed
back two weeks that was to
begin on August 21.

Some teams or school
systems have postponed
the season two more weeks
while a few have cancelled
football this fall altogether.
Chatham Co. Schools an-
nounced August 12 they are
only going to play intra-dis-
trict games and have can-
celled all games outside the
county games and won't
play their first games until
October 1.

As of now the 2020 foot-
ball season is scheduled to
begin for those who wish to
play on the fourth of Sep-
tember but remains fluid
according the GHSA direc-
tor Robin Hines.

Scrimmage games give
coaches an opportunity to
evaluate new starters and
younger players thrust into
the fray in game situations
instead of practice. With-
out scrimmage games this
season, the Bulldog coach-
es will have three games to

evaluate new starting play-
ers and subs before region
play starts.

“The 2020 ECI Bulldogs
will have to grow up and
grow up in a hurry,” com-
mented head football coach
Chris Kearson. “They are
deep in a lot of areas that
they haven’t been in while.
But gone this year are most
of their depth on both the
offensive and defensive
line.”

With the old power rank-
ing system, winning ev-
ery game was crucial and
counted in season power
ranking and playoff seed-
ings. No team or coach ever
wants to lose any game. But
since the only games that
count to make the playoffs
are region games now and
without scrimmage games,
coaches will have to evalu-
ate and sub players to see
how well they perform in
earlier non-region games.

“Youth up front is a huge
concern but with time they
could develop into a pretty
gritty unit,” said Kearson
about his young linemen.

“The scrimmage games
against Clinch and Fitzger-
ald and the first 3 non-re-
gion games were going to
be great tests,” commented
coach Kearson. “Now the
three games against Savan-
nah Christian, SCD and
Vidalia will give us an early
indication where the team
needs improvement mov-
ing into region play,”

The Bulldogs were sched-
uled to have home scrim-
mage games against Clinch
Co. and Fitzgerald. But
they will start the season
on September 4 in Pooler

against Savannah Chris-
tian. This will be the first
time the Bulldogs and Raid-
ers have played in the regu-
lar season in several years.
They have played a few
times in that time span for
the region championship.
This will mark the first time
the two teams will face each
other and not be in the same
region.

ECI will make a return
trip to Chatham Co. the
next Friday to play Savan-
nah Country Day. The Bull-
dogs scrimmaged SCD the
last couple years but it has
been a few years since they
played in the regular sea-
son.

“The backend of the de-
fense and skill positions on
offense should be a strength
going into the season,”
commented Kearson.

The backend of the de-
fense will get a workout
against the Hornets as
their returning quarterback
threw for over 2,200 yards
in 2019. They also return
their top two receivers from
last season. SCD was the
east region champion in
2019 with an 10-0 regular
season record.

ECI will have their first
home game of the season
on September 18 when they
host Vidalia. Leading 21-3
in the third quarter the Bull-
dogs let the Indians off the
hook in 2019 allowing 21
unanswered points in the
second half to lose to Vida-
lia 24-21. The Indians have
a new coach in Jason Cam-
eron from Jenkins HS who
replaces Lee Chomskis who
took the head coaching job
at Lincoln Co. after 13 sea-

sons with Vidalia.

The Bulldogs have an
open date the next week
before region play begins
on October 2 against a new
face to Class A and region
three. ECI will travel to Syl-
vania to play Screven Co.
The Gamecocks dropped
down to class A from class
AA this year.

The Gamecocks were 7-4
last year losing to Metter in
the first round of the state
playoffs. While ECT has the
growling bulldog, ECI fans
will get to experience the
screeching rooster over the
PA system in Sylvania.

The Bulldogs will visit
Portal on October 9 to play
the Panthers. The Panthers
have been going through
a rough patch the last few
years and would like noth-
ing better than take out the
Bulldogs.

Playing just their second
home game of the season,
ECI will host McIntosh
Co. on October 16™. The
Bulldogs and Buccaneers
played a close battle in the
state playoffs last year with
ECI coming out on top 28-
23.

After another open date
ECI will host Claxton on
Halloween weekend. The
Tigers always give the Bull-
dogs all they can handle
anytime they meet. Claxton
lost in the first round of the
state playoffs against Schley
Co. and return several start-
ers from that team.

The Bulldogs will host the
neighborhood bash on No-
vember 16 against Jenkins
Co. Always a well-attend-
ed game either at Rountree
or Millen, the Eagles are

looking to improve on their
3-7 record in 2019.

ECI will face Bryan Co.
in Pembroke on November
13. The Redskins dropped
back down to Class A after
jumping up to Class AA in
2012. This will be the first
time the two teams will face
each other since they were
in the same region in 2009.

The scuttlebutt on the
street is the number one
seed in the region will go
through Metter this year.
The Tigers were 11-2 in
2019, losing in the third
round of the AA state play-
offs to eventual state runner
up Brooks Co.

The Bulldogs will host
Metter the last game of the
season on November 20 and
will definitely have playoff
and seeding implications.
The Bulldogs and Metter
have always met in their
rivalry game, but Metter is
back in class A and region 3
after being in class AA the
last few years.

Metter had one of the
better defenses in class AA
in 2019 anchored by Flor-
ida State signee TJ Davis.
Brooks was the only team
to score more than 19 on the
Tigers.

There is a quiet optimism
and excitement around the
program that this 2020 team
could be pretty darn good.

The Bulldogs will be look-
ing to make their eighteenth
consecutive trip to the state
playoffs in 2020.

And to the GHSA con-
cerning the football season,
a quote from legendary
boxing referee Mills Lane
before each bout, “Let’s get
it on.”
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Senior Profile 2020

NO
PHOTO

AVAILABLE

MONROE RAYMOND
(#83 WR/DB)
Monroe is a first year play-
er in the program and has
been pushing for playing
time at both WR and DB. He
last played for the MS pro-

gram.

BULLDOES

REGGIE BLOCKETT
(#12 WR/DE)

Reggie will be counted
on to contribute in several
areas of this years team. He
recorded 5 TFL and 4 sacks
from his DE position last
year and will again be used
in that capacity. He also will
be utilized at TE,WR and
LB. His unique duo of size
and speed will help this
team tremendously.

BRENDAN
BOATWRIGHT
(#4 WR/DB)
Brendan is entering his 2nd
year of varisty football. He
came on in 2019 and won the
starting FSjob and logged 65
tackles, 6 PBU’s and 2 INT’s.
He looks to build off a solid
2019 campaign. He was an
All Region HM DB.

\ ¥ ;
,\\*’-‘g [,,\; ‘

BULLIOES

1% e we2
BRANDON HATCHER
(#59 OL/DL)
Brandon is returning to
the team after having 2 ACL
surgeries and taking2years
off to heal. He looks to push
for playing time at both OL
and DL. He has had a great
summer and early fall.

{ \\ﬁ l ‘. / I

BULLEOBS

CHASE WHITEHEAD
(#11 QB)

Chase is a 3 YR starter
entering his SR year. He
has been a constant on the
All Region team since 2017.
With many young talented
weapons around him he
looks for a big year in the
stat column.

=S /7

BULLDOGS

i \i‘)‘,, 2 2 ;
TAKYLE FOREMAN
(2 RB/DB)

Takyle looks to be a consis-
tent contributor in the back-
field where he’ll see time
mainly at FB. He will also be
counted on in the secondary
at CB. Takyle was All Region
HM RB in 20109.

(AL
/ B

BULLDOGS \(’

TREY HUGHES
(#28 RB/DB)

Trey has played all over
the backfield and secondary
for 3 years. This year will
be no different as his ability
to catch the ball out of the
backfield and block relent-
lessly is what makes him so
special. Trey was an HM All
Region RB in 2019

NO
PHOTO

AVAILABLE

DALTON MCCOY
(#46 RB/DE)

Dalton received the bulk
of his snaps at DE and DL
position last year. He tallied
24 tackles, 4 TFL and 1 sack.
He can help solidify a po-
sition that was hit hard by
graduation in 2019. Dalton
was an HM All Region DE
in 2019.

Waynesboro Lyons

706.437.4739 912.388.4830

PAWN CITY

518 S. Main St - Swainsboro

528 Shadrack St 520 NW Broad St 214 N Duval St, Ste A 27 SW Broad St

Monday - Friday: 9am - 6pm Saturday: 9am - 6pm

Teams!

Claxton Metter

912.739.9970 912.685.7442
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WE WISH YOU THE BEST OF LUCK!

A:\:L.\C;Néon, (;"W Ad
ian Sconyers:
Ju“a:hn E. Parker, i‘%)
Rita Falkner, Bo
Johnny Ray
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2019 — Not a typical season for ECI Football

by RON WEATHER-
FORD

For a football team that
averages 9-11 wins per
season the last several
years, a 6-6 win-loss re-
cord in 2019 had them
playing average football
and not what players were
used to experiencing,.

The Bulldogs showed
some inconsistency in the
two scrimmage games
and it seemed to follow
them the rest of the sea-
son.

In the first scrimmage
game against Savannah
Country Day, the Bull-
dogs varsity and JV won
the limited format 21-6
with the offense breaking
a couple long runs and the
defense limiting just a JV
touchdown. SCD would
go on to win the region
with a 10-0 regular season
record.

In the second scrimmage
against Telfair (which was
limited to just one half of
football because of light-
ning in the area), the ECI
offense couldn’t muster a
drive to put points on the
board while the defense
gave up two touchdowns
losing the 2 quarter scrim-
mage 13-0.

Weather would play
a factor in the first reg-
ular season game. The
Bulldogs hosted Dublin
to start the season which
ended early in the second
quarter because of light-
ning. The Irish lived up
to their top ranking out-

manning the Bulldogs
21-0in just 13 plays. Dub-
lin would go on to win the
Class AA championship
in December with a per-
fect 15-0 record.

ECI  hosted Vidalia
two weeks later with the
Bulldogs taking a com-
manding 21-3 lead with
7 minutes left in the third
quarter. The Indians
turned the momentum
and the game around af-
ter a 93 yard kickoff return
and never looked back
scoring 21 unanswered
points in the second half
to give the Bulldogs their
second loss 24-21.

The Bulldogs traveled
to Metter the third game
of the season. Against
the defense oriented Ti-
ger team, ECI would only
cross the goal line once
losing their annual rivalry
game to Metter 21-7, for
their third loss in as many
games.

ECI got their first win
of the season on Septem-
ber 20" against Portal on
homecoming night 36-0.
Leading 29-0 at the half
the defense limited the
Panthers to just 40 yards
the first two quarters. The
Bulldogs took the foot off
the gas winning the game
36-0.

The Bulldogs crossed
the river the next week
to play their neighbors
in Millen, easily defeat-
ing the Eagles 50-16. ECI
played great on both sides
of the ball with the offense

knocking out over 600
yards while the starting
defense held the Eagles
to minus 18 yards rushing
in the first half with no
first downs in the second
quarter.

ECI lost their first region
game of the season on Oc-
tober 4 against Johnson
Co. 22-12. The Bulldogs
opened the game scor-
ing a touchdown in just
3 plays to take an early
6-0 lead but squandered a
couple scoring opportuni-
ties in the game fumbling
twice inside the 10 yard
line after long drives.

The Bulldogs played
Treutlen Co. the next
game winning in the
shootout 42-35. ECI led
27-14 at the half but let
the Vikings stay in the
game as the defense had
trouble corralling their
elusive quarterback. The
Vikings scored 21 more
points in the second half
and thanks partly to three
Treutlen turnovers in the
game, the Bulldogs left
Soperton with a win.

Wheeler Co. came call-
ing at Rountree stadium
on October 18. The Ala-
mo Bulldogs haven’t been
very competitive in region
three the last several years
as ECI defeated Wheeler
42-7. Leading 35-0 at the
half, the JV played the
second half as ECI evened
the season at 4-4.

The last game of the
regular season had ECI
playing Montgomery Co.

for the number 2 seed in
the west side of the re-
gion. It was a physical
game on both sides of the
ball as the Bulldog offense
scored double digits in
every quarter except the
first, defeating Montgom-
ery 48-35.

Number two seed ECI
hosted number 3 seed Cal-
vary Day the next week in
the region cross over or
play-in game.

The Bulldogs and Cav-
aliers had an epic battle
in 2017 with ECI winning
in overtime. The Cavs re-
turned the favor last year
in another physical bat-
tle. With the game tied at
27 each, Calvary kicked a
game winning field goal
with 3 seconds left in the
game to win 30-27.

The Bulldogs would
advance to the state play-
offs for the seventeenth
consecutive year the next
week.

The Bulldogs traveled
down south to take on
McIntosh Co. in the first
round of the state play-
offs. They defeated the
Buccaneers on a wet night
in Darien 28-23 to advance
to the second round. The
Bulldog defense shut
down the Buc offense in
the fourth quarter limit-
ing them to just 7 yards
rushing.

With the victory the
Bulldogs captured their
500" win in school history.

The Bulldogs faced
the 2017 and 2018 state

champions Clinch Co. in
Homerville in the second
round. The Panthers were
ranked number two in
state with their only loss
to eventual champion Ir-
win Co.

The Panthers, featur-
ing 4-star Georgia sign-
ee RB Tyler Morehead,
jumped out to a 20-0 lead
in the first half. ECI had a
chance to cut into the lead
in the second quarter but
fumbled on the Clinch 5
yard line to end the drive.
The Bulldogs got on the
board midway in the third
quarter to make to score
23-7. Both teams put 14
on the board in the fourth
to make to final score 44-
21 as Clinch advanced to
play Warren Co. in the
third round.

“The 2019 season was
full of ups and downs,”
commented coach Chris
Kearson about last sea-
son. “After a slow start
the Dawgs won 5 out
of the next 6 games and
found themselves in the
first round of the state
playoffs. We won in the
rained soaked, turnover
filled game in McIntosh
Co. to advance to the sec-
ond round against Clinch
Co. down in Homerville.
The Panthers jumped on
ECI early and never let up
to end our season. Gone
from last year are 7 first
and second round All-Re-
gion players who will be
missed.”
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Changes in store for Class A schools

by RON WEATHERFORD

There will be a few chang-
es for class A schools begin-
ning in the 2020 athletic sea-
son.

First major change is do-
ing away with the power
ranking system to determine
playoff teams. It began with
the top 16 teams in pow-
er rankings eligible for the
state playoffs. Later it was
changed to the top 24 teams.

Love it or hate it as some
do, the PR system most of the
time had the better and de-
serving teams in the playoffs
based on wins and strength
of schedule. Unlike other

classifications, with the PR
systems in Class A, making

HEATING & AIR
SPECIALIST

323 SCOTT AVE - SWAINSBORO, GA 30

the playoffs was based on all
10 games instead of just re-
gion games.

The playoff system for
class A will revert to the pre-
vious format with the top 4
teams in each region eligible
for the state playoffs based
on region record. This is the
same system as the other
classifications.

The other major change
is a complete split between
public and private schools.
Public and private schools
will be in separate regions.

In ECI’s region three, that
means the three private
schools, Savannah Chris-
tian, Calvary and Country
Day will play in their own

region with other private
schools.

With the reclassification
schools move up and down
in class based on FTE num-
bers and out of zone stu-
dents attending.

The biggest news for class
A is that the two teams who
played for the AA state
championship will move
down in class A. Dublin
and Brooks County are 2 of
the major teams who will
compete in Class A sports
beginning in the fall of 2020.

If you look at the atten-
dance numbers, it's hard to
see how schools like Stewart
Co. with 106 students and
Warren Co. with 159 can

turn to the experts f12/

J£ o
01 478.231.9850

compete in athletics with
Dublin with 548 students
and Screven Co. with 567.
Screven was originally slat-
ed to stay in Class AA but
won their appeal to drop
down to Class A even with
AA numbers.

While the committee ap-
proved Screven to play in
Class A, in their infinite wis-
dom, they denied 5 Class A
schools’ petition to play up
in class and compete in AA.
Class A schools Christian
Heritage, Darlington, Holy
Innocents, Pace Academy
and Wesleyan lost their ap-
peal to play up to class AA.

ECI will remain in region
3 as in previous years but
will not be split with A and
B sides. Other schools in re-
gion 3 are Claxton, Jenkins
Co., McIntosh Co., and Por-
tal. Schools who dropped
down from Class AA and
playing in Class A region
three with ECI are Metter,
Bryan Co and Screven Co.
Three other schools are in
region three but do not play
sports.

McIntosh Co. was origi-

nally scheduled to play in
region 2 with Clinch, Charl-
ton and Irwin Co, but won
their appeal to play in region
3.

Wheeler Co. who played
in region 3 the last several
years will play out of re-
gion 4. Three other teams
who played in region 3 won
their appeal to leave region
3. Johnson Co., Treutlen Co.
and Montgomery Co. will
now play in region 4.

Past region rivals Savan-
nah Christian, Calvary and
Savannah Country Day will
be in region 3 private along
with Aquinas and one other
non-football playing school.
Which means that every
team will make the play-
offs each year, with the only
mystery being seeding.

Private and public schools
can still play each other in
the regular season but will
not count in region stand-
ing. ECI has Country Day
and Savannah Christian on
the non-region schedule ear-
ly in the season along with
Vidalia.

|@é'od Luck Teams])
ECI « SHS » DEA « EGSC
. -

. "BESIJ\\(:%TPIS}%I.. N TOWN"
478-237-7242 s5:

Al

“Thur., Fri. & Sat.
00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.




The Forest-Blade  Fall Sports ® www.EmanuelCountyLive.com ® Swainsboro, Georgia ® September 2, 2020 19

Young C-team looking to repeat as champions

by RON WEATHERFORD

The ECI football C-team
are young but eager to repeat
as middle school champions.

The 2019 team was also
young but grew up fast fin-
ishing the season with an
8-0 record and winning the
Southeast Georgia Middle
School League Champion-
ship. They defeated North
Tattnall 8-0 scoring the only
touchdown of the game with
16 seconds left in the fourth
to take home the trophy.

The 2020 team will be with-
out 16 eighth graders who
will be playing at the next
level this year.

“It will take a lot of hard
work to repeat as champions,
but that is our yearly goal,”
commented head coach Greg
Kennedy. “Summer work-
outs have been well attend-
ed considering the Covid 19
restrictions, guidelines and
apprehensions.”

The Bulldogs return just 3
starters on the offensive side
of the ball. QB Jackson Ken-
nedy, wide receiver Kanyon
Thompson and tight end Bri-
an Steele are the only return-
ing offensive players.

The inexperienced posi-

tions on the offensive will be
on the line with no starters
returning.  Competing for
the starting positions on the
line are Cayden Jones, Car-
lo Salinas, Jon Wesley Oliff,
Efrem Davis, Vyntavious
Hughes, Creed Sanders, Na-
than Marsh, Oisin Matthews,
Dee Akridge, Jeremiah Bud-
gett, Braxton Oliver, Wessyn
Willoughby, Jacob Avery, and
Gage Gay. “This group is
really going to have to step
up for us to be successful,”
stated Kennedy on his young
group of linemen.

The backfield is where the
experience is positioned for
this year’s team. Along with
quarterback Jackson Ken-
nedy, the Dawgs will have
Brian Steele, Tuff Boddiford,
Tyler Foreman, Gabe Lee,
Clayton Stripling, MJ Wil-
liams, Revan Fortner, James
Parker and Kanyon Thomp-
son competing for playing
time running the ball.

As with most small
schools, a lot of the players
mentioned above will see ac-
tion on the defensive side of
the ball also.

The 2019 defensive unit
was a stingy bunch giving up

just 59 points in the 8 games.
“This year’s defense will
need to mature quickly in
order for us to make anoth-
er playoff run,” commented
coach Kennedy.

Tuff Boddiford, Carlos Sa-
linas and Gabe Lee are ex-
pected to lead the defense at
the linebacker position. Bri-
an Steele, Jacob Avery, Gage
Gay and M] Williams will vie
playing time at the end posi-
tion.

Seeing action in the sec-
ondary will be James Parker,
Tyler Foreman, Revan Fort-
ner, Clayton Stripling, Jack-
son Kennedy, Daon Bethea,
Jesse Hirschy, Ab Marsh and
Chase Johnson.

The defensive line will
be anchored by Jeremiah
Budgett, Cayden Jones, Dee
Akridge, Terence Calryle,
Oisin Matthews, Jon Wesly
Oliff, Nathan Marsh, Efrem
Davis, Vyntavious Hughes
and Braxton Oliver.

Coach Kennedy is assisted
again this year by Joey Kor-
win, Artie Fields and Chase
Ellison.

“The goal of this team is
to repeat as champions, but
it will take a lot of inexpe-

rienced players to mature
quickly and play disciplined,
physical football.” said Ken-
nedy about the outlook for
2020.

The Bulldogs open the sea-
son with road games against
Bryan Co. and Metter and
host South Tattnall on Octo-
ber 1 for the home opener.

\N|shln9 The Best To All LOCB' TEams!!

e ——
Jesse Stone & Jon Levis, Attorneys At Law ¢ 478.237.7029
Mitchell Building, 2nd Floor, Swainsboro

ARG 3 A &
1007 GA Huy 56 S. Suite A

475237-6363

K. Jill Scarboro, M.S., CCC-SLP

Good Luck Tea
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ECI cheerleaders ready for 2020 season to begin

by RON WEATHER-
FORD

Along with other sport
athletes, it has been an un-
usual summer preparing
for the 2020 season for the
ECI Bulldog Cheerleaders.
But, along with the rest of
fall sport athletes, they are
ready to get it on.

And if you don’t believe
cheerleaders are athletes,
you only need to watch as
they lead the Bulldogs onto
the field for each game.

They competed and at-
tended three  different
camps and competitions in
2019 plus hosting their own
mini--cheerleading  camp
for youngsters.

Because of the covid re-
strictions, the cheerleaders
could not hold their mini-

-camp and all the normal
camps and competitions
have been cancelled.

They did hold their own
in-house two-day camp
conducted by Luci and Bob
McNeely, working on new
stunts, tumbling and jumps.

Captains for this year’s
squad are seniors Destiny
Akridge and Sarah Beth
Kersey. Other senior lead-
ers are Emma Mason, Molly
McBride, and Morgan Reh-
berg.

Alaya Hudson, Zana Tay-
lor, and Faith Mincey return
as juniors in 2020.

The large sophomore
class includes Anna Claire
Davis, Taylor Flakes, Sara
Fordham, Aubrey Harri-
son, Macie McBride, Mar-
ti Woodward, and Lizzie

Best of Luck & GO GET’EM

0\

PR
GLASS

COMPANY

“A Complete Glass Service Since 1950”

ADRIAN 668-3278 « DUBLIN 478-275-3350
STATESBORO 912-764-4527

Millsaps.

The only freshman on
the team for 2020 is LaTyra
Stone.

ECI CHEERLEADERS

The 2020 squad are under
the direction again this year
of Tabatha Downer and
Brandi Davis.

*Sarah Beth Kersey
Anna Claire Davis

Sara Fordham
Aubrey Harrison

Emma Mason
Macie McBride

Lizzie Millsaps
Faith Mincey

Zayna Taylor
LaTyra Stone

“These spirited girls are
looking forward to cheering
on the Dawgs this year.”,
stated Downer.

*Cheer Captains: Destmy Akridge and Sarah Beth Kersey



The Forest-Blade  Fall Sports ® www.EmanuelCountyLive.com ® Swainsboro, Georgia ® September 2, 2020 21

Spirt of the Dawg Marching Band
hoping for a normal year

by RON

WEATHERFORD

The ECI marching band
in a normal year would be
practicing for both the half-
time shows and band com-
petitions in the fall.

While as of now half-
time shows are still on tap
for GHSA, schools hosting
band competitions have ei-
ther cancelled the events or
not decided whether to host

one.

Last fall they attended the
Bulloch Band Blast and the
Effingham Co. Coastal Em-
pire Classic. They received

Superior in Drum Major,
Excellent in Percussion and
Auxiliary and Excellent in
Overall Band.

The marching band has
been hard at work prepar-
ing for the 2020 halftime
show. This year it will fea-
ture songs from Andrew
Lloyd Weber’s Phantom
of the Opera. Songs will
include “Masquerade,”
“Music of the Night” and
“Phantom of the Opera.”

“The members are very
excited and HOPEFUL to
present their show during
the upcoming football sea-

ECI BAND

son,” commented band di-
rector Ashley Akridge.

The band is under the
leadership of drum ma-
jor Ada Godwin, assis-
tant drum major Precious
Heath, percussion captain
Jerica Scott, brass captain
Ohm Patel, woodwind cap-
tain Jackelyn Hebert, ser-
geant Conner Merier and
dance line captains Karmen
Thompson and Shelby Rob-
erson.

“We are looking forward
to a fun year and cheering
our ECI Dogs to victory,”
stated Akridge.

NUEL |

NTY

POWERED BY THE FOREST-BLADE | EMANUEL COUNTY'S OFFICIAL BREAKING NEWS SOURCE!

Clarinet
Drum Line
Flute
Flute
Flute
Trumpet
Trombone
Dance Line
Flute
Drum Line
Dance Line
Dance Line
Dance Line
Dance Line
Baritone
Drum Line
Dance Line
Dance Line
Dance Line
Dance Line
Alto Sax
Drum Line
Drum Line
Dance Line
Dance Line

Spirit of the Dawg
Marching Band Members
Name Grade

Madison Walker 7
Carolyn Cox 7
Cailey Fann 8
Kelcie Morris 9
Jackelyn Hebert 195
O'Zion Reese 9
Wallee Kersey 9
Henley Johnson 9
Aleigha Ducker 10
Caleb Clements 10
Kellie Howell 10
Madison Murray 10
Maggie Smith 10
Toddrianna Watson 10
Ohm Patel 11
Joshua Flanders 11
Diamond Daughtry 11
Jalasia Gordon 11
- Shelby Roberson 1
Karmen Thompson 11
Ada Godwin 12
Precious Heath 12
JericaScott 12
Haylee Roberson 12
Madison Barwick 12

ELEGCTRICGC
SERWVICGE

332 South Coleman Street
Swainsboro, Georgia

418-299-2113

Chris Thompson, owner
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Talent and experience take the field for 2020 Lady Dawgs

by RON WEATHERFORD

The 2020 ECI softball team
will enter the season fielding
one of the most experienced
and talented groups the Bull-
dogs have had.

The 2019 Bulldogs had a
record setting year ending
the season at 25-6. They won
their fifth consecutive re-
gion championship and their
third trip to the Elite 8 of the
state playoffs.

“The 2020 team is one of
the most balanced teams we
have had in terms of experi-
ence and talent,” commented
head coach Frank Wimberly.
“Our core group are seniors
and sophomores. Our se-
niors have won three region

ECI VARSITY |

| are 3-year starter Mattie

championships with two
trips to Columbus.”

The Bulldogs have some
holes to fill in four key po-
sitions for 2020. They will
have to fill three spots on the
infield beginning with the
catcher where Makayla Clif-
ton wore the mask commit-
ting just five errors in 2019.

Another position to be
filled is first base where Zera
Edenfield played in 2019 and
batted .349 for the season.

The hot corner at third
will need to be filled where
Ansley McQuaig played and
could always be heard.

ECI will have one out-
field empty position where
Rhikanna  Lee  roamed

SOFTBALL
ROSTER 2020

First Name
Kelly Joseph

Jaci Martin
Briana Rich

Taylor Radford

Mattie Grimm
Jesley Snellgrove

Semya Williams
Macy Canady
Charla Clifton

Sullee Bodiford

Shayla Stephens

Karly OIliff
Kaylan Lamb
Ally Taylor

Lily Robertson
Kelsey Harper
Asia Gibbons
Jarei Oglesby

Amber Harden

No. Grade
6 152
7/ 12

10 12
13 12
22 12
23 12
3 11
11 11
2. 10
-t 10
5 10
8 10
14 10
20 10
21 10
33 10
12 9o
16 o9
18 9

ECI SOFTBALL TEAM AND COACH

around in 2019.
The Bulldogs return five
starters from the 2019 team.
Returning for the Bulldogs

Grimm, 3-year starter and 2x
all-region player Taylor Rad-
ford and 4-year starter and
3x all-region player Kelly
Joseph. Kelsey Harper, who
was all-region as a freshman,
returns at shortstop. Pitch-
er Charla Clifton, who was
first team all-region, region
player of the year, and first
team all-state as a freshman,
returns to toe the rubber for
the Bulldogs.

On a side note with C. Clif-
ton’s selection last year, it
marked the seventh consec-
utive year a Bulldog softball
player was chosen as region
player of the year.

Sophomore Sullie Bodi-
ford will join C. Clifton in the
circle for the Bulldogs.

Other players who will
be counted on this year
for the Bulldogs are Jesley
Snellgrove, who has battled
through injuries the past
couple of years but came up
big in the playoffs, returns.

Jaci Martin will compete

for a corner infield spot along
with Semya Williams who is
battling for one of the open
positions for the Bulldogs.

“With the experienced se-
nior leadership and large
very talented sophomore
group who have contribut-
ed early in their careers, and
add two juniors who will
play every game and a few
freshmen who have bought
in and it makes for another
promising season for ECI
softball,” commented Wim-
berly about his outlook for
this season.

Just like in the rest of the
sports the Bulldogs will have
some new faces to play in re-
gion games this year with the
addition of Bryan Co. and
Screven Co. Metter enters
region 3 but the two teams
have been playing each other
in the past.

Gone also along with other
sports is the power ranking
system which put pressure
on teams and coaches since
all games determined play-
off spots and seedings. This
year only region games will
count in the playoff picture.

The Lady Dawgs played in

the Tattnall Co. tournament
on August 7-8 to warm up
for region play. They lost to
both higher class teams in
AAAAA Apalachee 8-0 and
AAA Pierce Co. 5-3.

The team hosted former
region foe Johnson Co. on
August 10. Leading 4-0 the
game was called in the sec-
ond inning due to continu-
ous lightning in the area.

ECI has three more games
plus tournament games in
Crisp Co. before region play
begins on August 25 against
Jenkins Co.

So far, softball is one of the
few team sports that haven't
been affected by the Covid
restrictions as for as games
and practice being cancelled
or rescheduled.

The Lady Dawgs are led by
head coach Frank Wimberly
with assistant coaches Mikel
Clifton and Deven Bennett.
Bennett comes to ECI from
Cherokee High School where
she was MVP and Golden
Glove recipient her junior
and senior year. Bennett at-
tended Brewton Parker Col-
lege where she played soft-
ball for four years.
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Hustle,
Hit,
Never
Quit!

MASONS
AUTO PARTS

9 Belk Street ® Soperton, GA
912-529-4724 @ 912-529-3318

- — Wi e

EARSON AD FAMILY
' N

Meet the Coach: gl
- LEW'S BAR-B-QUE
Chris Kearson CTa TR AO58

Name: Chris Kearson

Age: 48

Hometown: Waycross

Family: Wife, Dedra; son, Bryce, 9th grade; and daughter, Jayna, 7th grade

Education: Bachelor of Science from Union College, Master of Education from
Southwestern State University, and Education Specialist in Administration from
Cambridge College

Playing experience: Played football and baseball at Union College in Kentucky

Previous coaching experience: Eighth year as head coach at ECI, defensive co- ;
ordinator at ECI for nine years, and 69-16 record at ECI; assistant coach at Peach L LT
County High School; 6-time Assistant Coach of the Year; 2012 Class A State Cham-

pionship; 2012 Class A Coach of the Year; 13-1 and one state championship at ECI
(2012); 2002-2009 at ECI; three region Class A championships (2006-2008); GHSA

COACHK

Class A runner-up (2008); GHSA state champions (2007) 2068 South Green St.
1996-2001 at Peach County; GHSA Class AAA runner-up (1998); coached in four Swainsboro, GA 30401

state championship games, one at Peach County and three at ECI; UGA coaching 478-237-2631

clinic in 2012; region championship in 2015-2017 at ECI; semifinals of playoffs in Tracy Hooks, Manager

2015-2017 at ECI
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Semor Softball Players

Iihose Who

Beliéve In The rr}gelves
Will Be Champlla'“n

TWIN CITY
QUALITY BUILDINGS

478-763- 2710 N. Rallroad Ave, Twin Clty

418 S. Railroad Ave P O Box 3609, Twm Clty

Practice Hard -
play Strong -

-
Love The Game

ECl . SHS « DEA

BRIANA RICH

MATTIE GRIMM

JESLEY SNELLGROVE

ECI Lady Dawgs Softball

Date
September 1
September 3
September 9

September 10

September 12

September 15
September 17
September 22
September 24
September 29
October 1
October 6
October B

Opponent
Bryan Co.
Screven Co.
Portal
Claxton

Jett Davis
Tournament

Metter
Jenkins

bMcIntosh Co.

Bryan Co.
Screven Co.
Portal
Claxton
MMetter

Schedule 2020

Location
Away
Away
Away
Horme

Away

Away
Away
Away
Home
Home
Home
Away
Home

Time
5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.

TBA

5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
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ECI Varsity Softball Schedule

ECI Varsity Bulldogs Football
Schedule 2020

Date Opponent Location
September 4 ‘ SCPS Away
September 11 | SC
September 18 | Vidalia
September 25 OPEN

October 2 ‘
October 9
October 16

Screven

Claxton
November 6 nkins Co.
November 13 |
November 20

Bryan Co.
Metter

IEIT,DOESNT.CHALLENGEYOU,

"“IDBESN'TBANG u.
I G0ODLUCK

& ool BULLIgG,

FOOrEALL

SWRINSBORO

— &
Medlcal ce“ler e V|Ct0|’y o nscis

Drive-Thru & Delivery Service

Pharmacists
Jim & Kimmy Sanders
Owners
Jim Sanders & Butch Parrish

478-231-3838

Hometown Pharmacy. Hometown People.

September 1
September 3
September 9
September 10

September 12

September 15
September 17
September 22
September 24
September 29
October 1
October 6
October 8

HIDE THAT

Bryan Co.
Screven Co.
Portal
Claxton
Jeff Davis
Tournament
Metter
Jenkins
McIntosh Co.
Bryan Co.
Screven Co.
Portal
Claxton

SCHOOL
PRIDE!

Away
Away
Away
Home

Away

Away
Away
Away
Home
Home
Home
Away
Home

5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.

TBA

5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.

\ i
DWW 27 [ 5E YOU FMOW 271

M
Prinl

Wwin City Manufacturers

For all of your embroidery

and screenprinting needs

602 Railroad Ave
(478) 763-2115
800-642-0616

www.snpusa.com
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STz %ﬁ% ' "‘“
TIGER FOOTBALL 30"['"!".[

SEP 4 - METTER .

SEP11 - JEFFERSON CO. AWAY 7:30 PM

SEP 18 - STATESBORO HOME 7:30 PM

SEP 25 -WASHINGTON CO.(HC) HOME 7:30 PM

OCT2 -DUBLIN AWAY 7:30 PM

OCT9 -OPEN N/A N/A

OCT16 -EASTLAURENS HOME 7:30 PM

OCT23 -OPEN N/A N/A | - |
OCT 30 -BACON CO. AWAY 7:30 PM " . > FENCE CO., |Nc§
NOV 6 - JEFF DAVIS (SR) HOME 7:30 PM 2 ¥ 2 Sprece 7F6H
NOV 13 -TOOMBS CO. AWAY 7:30PM USSR 455 E Main St.
NOV 20 -VIDALIA . ": i~ : Swainsboro

CITY OF

Swainsb

&MMJ/% Cheat Mw/

101 W Main St. Swainsboro
478-237-7025

A 478-237-4061

armng Cente r

3lq llapplness Drive

s"’aﬂlsboro
GA 39
478-237. gggs !
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Bulldog Senior Cheerleaders

SARAH BETH KERSEY EMMA MASON

Bulldog Senior Band Members

DA GODWIN JERICA SCOTT HAYLEE ROBERSON MADISON BARWICK

Swainsboro

EMANUEL COUNTY

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
& JOINT DEVELOPMENT
M goomaneel 5% AUTHORITY

ECI FOOTBALL COACHING STAFF
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ECI Bulldogs Middle School

Team Roster

Efrem Davis
Kanyon Thompson
Brian Steele
Clayton Stripling
Carlo Salinas
Cayden Jones
Jesse Hirschy
Nathan Marsh
M] Williams
Gage Gay
Jacob Avery
Gabe Lee
Oisin Matthews
James Parker

Vyntavious Hugues
Dalton Morris
Creed Sanders
Tuff Boddiford

Jackson Kennedy
Braxton Oliver
Jeremiah Budgett
Wesson Willoughby

Revan Fortner

Tyler Foreman
Daon Bethea
Brodie Fagler

Jon Wesley Oliff
Dee Akridge

Javori' Stokes

Ab Marsh
Gage Johnson
Davis Johnson

Brayden Rich
Tarence Carlyle
Holden Bowen
Turner Bryant
Aaron Matthews
Aiden Cumbee
Ryver Tharpe
Caleb Mobley
Marcus Gadson
Randon Durden
Laravius Carlyle
Hagan Bowen
Chase Johnson
Landon Frederick
Patron Mack

ECI Middle School Football
Schedule 2020

Location Time

Date
September 17

Opponent

AP
September 24

October 1

/-‘\q'l,-'- - (:
Uctober o

October 15

Tt A
Jenkins Co.

Sereven Co.

T Ul o N g
October 22

N. Tattnall

Coaches

Greg Kennedy--Head Coach

October 29

November 5

\

Championship

ECL]V Softball

Schedule 2020

Date
September 9

September 10
September 14

September 15

Portal

Away
Away
Home
Away

Opponent Location  Time

fpm.
430 pm.
530 pm.
dpm.
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ECI C-Team Softball
Schedule 2020

Date Opponent  Location Time
September 1 Metter Home 4:30 p.m.
September 3 = Toombs Co. =~ Home 4:30 p.m.
September 10 Metter Away 4:30 p.m.
September 17 S, Tattnall Away 4:30 p.m. ALTAM A A

September 22 Jenkins Co. Home 4:30 p.m. Electric Membership Corporation
'ommunity Owned - Community Built - Community Builder
September 24 =~ Wm James Away

September 29 Toombs Co. Away

T\ Good luck and best w:shes to all
A YOUNGBLOOD, mc Emanuel County teams!

Compliments of Sheriff J. Tyson Stephens and
478.237 6646 « Oil Jobber deputies of the School Resource Unit.

135 South Coleman Street ® Swainsboro
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Setrerng Covrearcceel (Socevetey
For Over 25 Yfearas
L > 83

Auto
Home
Business
Life

Independent agent Serving

Emanuel County
for over 25 years.

Providing all lines of insurance:

Auvto-Owners
INSURANCE
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2020 Swainsboro Tigers Football Preview

by TROUP BRINSON

The Swainsboro Tigers
enter the 2020 season ready
to compete for a region ti-
tle and make a deep run
through the state playoffs.
Head Coach Scott Roberts
enters his 4th season as the
man in charge for the black
and gold and will have a
talented group of Tigers on
the field. This team will be
young in comparison to the
team Swainsboro competed
with last season, but very
athletic and exciting as new
names get their chance to
shine.

The schedule will be a bit
different as Region 2-AA
lost two teams and added
one. Gone are Metter and
Bryan County from the
region schedule, though
Swainsboro  opens  the
season with Metter as a
non-region foe, and in are

our neighbors to the west,
East Laurens. As wusual,
Swainsboro stacks the ear-
ly season with the toughest
competition around, with
Metter, Jefferson County,
Statesboro, and Washington
County. Metter has taken
gigantic strides under head
coach Rodney Garvin and
will likely be the odds-on
favorite in their new region
3-A. The other three teams
are perennial playoff teams
with no disclaimer neces-
sary. With only 6 teams in
the region, Swainsboro,
Vidalia, Toombs County,
and Jeff Davis will be the
front runners with East
Laurens and Bacon Coun-
ty needing to make a huge
move to earn a playoff spot
as each team finished at 1-9
in 2019.

Offensively, Swainsboro
will be breaking in a new

QB. The Tigers graduated a
QB who threw for 60 touch-
downs the past two seasons
in Kade Youmans. This sea-
son, sophomore Ty Adams
will take over the reins and
bring a running element
back to the offense. With
talented receivers Fred and
Cedric Seabrough as expe-
rienced receiving targets,
Adams will have a chance
to put big numbers on the
scoreboard.

“We lost a lot of expe-
rience and leadership in
Kade, but I am really ex-
cited about the growth of
Ty Adams as a QB in the
last year,” said head coach
Roberts. “You can tell that
he took advantage of learn-
ing how to lead and learn-
ing the offense last year.
As a sophomore, he has
emerged as a leader in the
locker room. It’s going to be

fun to watch him continue
to grow.”

On the defensive side of
the ball, Swainsboro lost
a ton of experience and
play-making ability. How-
ever, they were also a team
with tremendous talent
waiting in the wings and
pushing for playing time
even last season. Zabrien
Harden will lead this group
and is without a doubt one
of the top defensive players
in the region. Harden is a
standout linebacker who
has been punishing ball
carriers since his freshman
season and as a senior, he
is prepared to show why
he is such heavily prized
recruit on the college level.
The Seabrough twins will
make a formidable trio of
defensive playmakers but
Swainsboro will need to see
some young players step up

SHS Tiger Football Schedule 2020

on the defensive line to tru-
ly make this a stout unit.

The Tigers may not be as
senior-laden as last season,
but they are not without
leadership in 2020.

“We have 12 seniors on
the roster,” said Roberts.
“This is the first group of
freshmen we had when I got
here. It's been an awesome
experience watching them
develop from the spring
of their 8th grade year into
the young men they have
become. This group does a
greatjob of representing our
program in the community,
in the school, and I can’t
wait to see how they finish
off their high school careers
on the football field.”

The Tigers look to make
the playoffs for the 3rd con-
secutive season, a feat they
haven’t accomplished since
2004.

Opponent Locabtion Den Leaders

Dwight Smith—Defensive Coordinator/Defensive Line
Neal David—Defensive Backs

Jetferson Co.
Statesboro
hington Co. (HC) 30 p.m Morgan Jersey-Linebackers

Dublin Chase Giddens—Co-Offensive CoordinatorfOL
Ashely Hooks—Co-Offensive Coordinator/WR's

Dr. Delan Gaines, Orthopedic Surgeon-Team Doctor
*Bacon Co. Mindy Elis—-Athletic Trainer
Jeff Davis (SR) oo :
*Toombs Co.

*Vidalia

Away
Brandon Andrews-Assistnat Principal
Dr. Danis Wamcok—Principal

Away
."\ way

'l
L

Michael Singletary-Video Coordinator
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2019 Swainsboro Football Review

by TROUP BRINSON

In 2019, the Swainsboro
Tigers were a senior-laden
team that impressed with
a dominant defense and
a potent balanced offense
which put them in the Top
10 for most of the season.
Record setting senior QB
Kade Youmans kept the
offense churning and the
Tigers punished oppo-
nents with a defense that
was among the most tal-
ented groups in the state.
Swainsboro finished the
season at 8-4 after a sec-
ond round playoff loss as
arash of injuries to key de-
fensive playmakers in the
final few games put the
Tigers in a precarious po-

sition when they needed
to be close to full strength.

Swainsboro  got  re-
cord-setting  production
for the 2nd consecutive
season from QB Youmans
as he put together a two
year total of 4400 passing
yards and 60 touchdown
completions, easily tops in
program history. Youmans
had a trio of receivers that
benefitted in 2019 in Ce-
dric Seabrough, Freder-
ick Seabrough, and Javon
Brown who accounted
for 118 of the team’s 138
receptions. Robert Allen
carried the load at running
back with over 1000--yards
rushing including a 224-
yard effort in a victory in

the first round of the state
playoffs. Ka’yun Davis led
the defense with an in-
credible 32 tackles for loss.

Swainsboro wasted no
time in finding out what
they were made of in 2019,
playing three Top 10 lev-
el teams in their first four
games. The Tigers drubbed
Jefferson County 37-14 be-
forelosing to eventual state
champion Dublin Irish 35-
13. Swainsboro blew up
Cross Creek 48-0 and then
went to the House of Pain
to take on the #5 ranked
Golden Hawks of Wash-
ington County. The Tigers
got out to a 21-0 lead and
cruised to a 27-7 victory
behind 240 yards passing

SHS Tiger Football Roster |

Derrick Jones 1 Senior DB/WR Nautis Hall Sophmore /
ZaBrien Harden 4 Senior LB/FB Jamie McCoy 41  Sophmore LB/WR
Juan Brown 5 Senior DB[/WR Kenneth Moore 42 Sophmore LB/FB
Joseph Summerset 9 Senior DB/RB Zac Roberson 46  Sophmore DB/WR
Elijah Loyd 11 Senior DB/WR Dakota Blount 54 Sophmore OL/DL
Elijah Freeman 14 Senior DB/WR Ozzie Gonzelez 59 Sophmore OL/DL
DeMonte Smith 20 Senior DB/WR Tra'lyvion Harris 60 Sophmore OL/DL
Robert Allen 31 Senior LB/RB Quan Stames 65 Sophmore OL/DL
Taylon Martinez 52 Senior OL/DL Landen Scott 69 Sophmore OL/DL
Matthew Hancock 76 Senior OL/DL Omarion Foster 72 Sophmore OL/DL
Ja'Quavious Lattimore 3 Junior DB/WR Kenyuan Jackson 73 Sophmore OL/DL
Cedric Seabrough 7 Junior DL/WR Bryan Youman 80 Sophmore DB/WR
Fredrick Seabrough 8 Junior DL/TE Aden Hernandez 88 Sophmore K
Antione Carlyle 16 Junior DB/WR Lenox Lively 12 Freshman QB
Daron Coleman 26 Junior DL/FB Keshon Deloach 21 Freshman DB/WR
Trevon Waller 33 Junior DB/WR Jordon Williams 22 Freshman DB/RB
Rafick Walker 34 Junor DB/WR Jerrod Steward 23 Freshman LB/FB
Ryan Gilmore 55 Junior OL/DL Demello Jones 29 Freshman DB/WR
JoVaughn Davis 77 Junior OL/DL Cameron Lockett 35 Freshman LB/RB
Ty Adams 2 Sophmore QB/DB R'Tavien Green 36 Freshman DB/WR
Jonorian Fools 6  Sophmore LB/FB Lamarqus Webb 43 Freshman DB/WR
Dorien Foots 10  Sophmore DB/WR KamRon Tillman 45 Freshman DB/WR
Zach Grant 13  Sophmore DB[WR Jaydon Worthen 47 Freshman FB/DL
Jeffrey Brown 15  Sophmore LB/FB Kason Palmber 51 Freshman OL/DL
Zach Lee 17 Sophmore LB/WR Shanon Ricks 56 Freshman OL/DL
Jakari Nobles 18  Sophmore DB/WR TJ Curry 57 Freshman OLDL
Jaiquam Wells 24  Sophmore DB/WR Gauge Coxwell 64 Freshman OL/DL
Ryan Dekle 25  Sophmore LB/RB Cameron Franklin 68 Freshman OL/DL
Jawaun Washington 28 Sophmore DB/WR Solomon Johnson 71 Freshman OL/DL
River Greene 30  Sophmore DB/WR Thomas Hancock 74 Freshman OL/DL

from Youmans in a game
that announced Swains-
boro as a legitimate con-
tender in 2019.
Swainsboro then went
on to win their next four
region games by a com-
bined score of 140-28, lead-
ing the region with only
two games remaining.
However, the injury bug
hit the Tigers as they lost
their top two tacklers in
ZaBrien Harden and John
Henderson, linebackers
who accounted for most
of the Swainsboro’s run
stopping prowess. The
Tigers lost to run heavy
teams Jeff Davis 21-14 and
Toombs County 31-20 to
send Swainsboro into the

playoffs as a No. 3 seed.

The Tigers took to the
road for the first round of
the State Playoffs against
Harlem. Heavy rains and
mud made this an ex-
tremely sloppy game,
but Swainsboro won in
a blowout 37-3 as Allen
rushed for 224 yards on 32
carries.

The Tigers ran into an
offensive juggernaut in
Hapeville Charter in the
second round of the play-
offs. Nothing went right
for Swainsboro as they
turned the ball over and
made lapses defensive-
ly, trailing 35-0 after one
quarter. Hapeville rolled
to a 70-28 victory.

Leader of the den:
Coach Roberts

Name: Scott Roberts

Age: 46

Hometown: Ocilla

Family: Riley, Lainey,
and Ty, children

Education:

BBA, finance from Geor-
gia Southern

Master’s,  kinesiology
also from Georgia South-
ern

Playing experience:

Irwin  County High
School

South Georgia College,
collegiate baseball

Previous coaching expe-
rience:

Head coach at Swains-
boro High School, 2008-
2009; Offensive coordi-

ROBERTS

nator at Bainbridge High
School 2013-2017; and Tift
County High School 2011.
Position Coach: Colquitt
County, Fitzgerald, Cairo,
and Washington County
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Taking it to the next level

by TROUP BRINSON

The Swainsboro Tigers are
rarely a program without
special athletes from side-
line to sideline. That is al-
most a given, but special on
the high school field and po-
tentially special on the col-
lege field can be determined
by grades, speed, height,
weight, and mental makeup.
If a player has that rare com-
bination of attributes and
they produce for their high
school team, recruiters come
calling. ZaBrien Harden,
Frederick Seabrough, and
Cedric Seabrough are those
types of athletes.

Senior linebacker Hard-
en was leading the Tigers
in tackles last season before
an injury in game #8 versus
Vidalia short circuited a ter-
rific season. At 6’3" 230 Ibs,
Harden has the size to get
things done on the football
field. Even as an underclass-
man before he hit a growth
spurt, Harden was known
as a very good tackler with
a nose for the football. As
he his body has grown to
match his abilities, Hard-
en has distinguished him-
self as the type of player

offenses game-plan to stay
away from. He’s caught the
attention of numerous col-
lege programs and the offers
have been plentiful. Harden
committed to Arkansas State
over the summer and looks
to add to his resume with a
spectacular senior season
It's easy to just say “the
twins” when speaking of
Cedric and Fred Seabrough,
but it doesn’t do justice to
the amazing athletes that
they have become, individ-
ually. Always standouts on
the basketball court, real-
izing their potential on the
football field didn’t come
as quickly. Cedric starred as
a WR as a sophomore, be-
coming Kade Youmans’ go-
to receiver with 52 catches
for 600 yards. He followed
that up with a junior season
of 58 catches for 800 yards.
Fred flashed potential, but
his coming out party was his
junior seasona when his tal-
ent turned into production
where he averaged almost
20 yards per reception over
37 catches. Together, they
are a tandem that gives de-
fenses nightmares, making
difficult catches and pun-

SHS Tiger Seniors

Seniors

Robert Allen
Juan Brown
Elijah Freeman
Mathew Hancock
ZaBrien Harden
Derrick Jones
Elijah Loyd
Talon Martinez
Cedric Seabrough
Frederick Seabrough

Demonte Smith

Joseph Summerset

Position HT. WT.
RB 5
WR
DB
OL
LB

WR, FS

5'8"
6'5"
5'11"
5'6"
6'3"
6'1"
5'10"
6415
6'3"
6'3"
6'2"
5'10"

175

OL

ishing defenders who don’t
match up the physical na-
ture of how they play. Both
brothers stand at 6’3" in the
225 Ib range. Colleges have

been tracking the Seabrough
twins for some time now,
with the brothers choosing
to let schools know they
were a package deal. North

SMS Tiger Football Schedule 2020

Opponent

Location Time

2 East Laurens Away 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 10 West Laurens Home 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 17 Bleckley County Away 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 24 Vidalia Home 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 30 Jeff Davis Away 4:30 p.m.

Oct. 8 Dodge County Away 4:30 p.m.

Dublin Home 4:30 p.m.
FYI: Playoffs and Championship Information
First Round Playoffs (1 vs 4/2 vs 3)

oach: Corey Chaiker — e

* Rosey Young— Assistant Head Coach & Defensive Coordinator
® David Miller, assistant principal— Athletic Director
® Dr. Willie Gtbson— Principal

__ Championship (played at higher seed)

Den Leaders
oach

® Angela Young— Assistant Principal

2019 MGMSAA Champions

Carolina State received their
commitment this summer
and Cedric and Fred are
prepping for a monster se-
nior season.

Additional Info

« All games will begin at listed
set times.

* Fifth quarter will play after
4:30 p.m. games, if coaches

agree.
* Admission price for games

will be $5 for adults and
students K—12.

Wway— Kunnmng Hacks

¢ Hunter Braswell— Defensive Line
* Shon Nobles— Wide Recervers & Defensive Backs
¢ Superintendent: Dr. Kevin Judy

Huvewgptea] geagon. Tigers. Eagles. & Bullions)
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2020 Swainsboro softball preview

by TROUP BRINSON

The Swainsboro Tigers
softball team has been work-
ing hard and ready to kick
sports off for the school year.
Head coach Alicia Hendrix
and assistant coach Bry-
anna Riner have this team
prepared to challenge for
the region playoffs and this
season should be an exciting
one.

Seniors Phoebe Durden,
Juliana Hood, and Kedaysha
Snelling will lead a squad
hungry to win. Phoebe
Durden has been a 4--year
starter and is the complete
package. She pitches and
plays shortstop and is one of
the top hitters in the region.
Her leadership is key for this
team and she has the resume
to prove she can get it done

on a softball field.

“Phoebe is extremely tal-
ented and is the hardest
working player on our team,
both on and off the field,”
commented Hendrix.

Julianna Hood has also
been a 4--year starter and
should be a dependable vet-
eran presence in the lineup.
She expects to get most of
her time in left field. Snel-
ling joined the team as a ju-
nior and is one of the hard-
est workers, earning starts
in right field last season and
providing depth and leader-
ship.

Swainsboro will field a
young team again this sea-
son with three freshmen
starters. They will battle
some growing pains due to
the youth and inexperience

on the high school level and
the lack of practice time due
to the pandemic, but as this
team grows together the tal-
ent should begin to turn into
results.

The Tigers have already
gotten into their season’s
schedule and Durden has
been strong from the mound
in the early going with Millie
Hooks, Erin Hood, and Jocie
Hendrix providing some of-
fensive punch to a team that
will be learning on the fly.

It's been a trying offsea-
son with no practice games
or scrimmages and limited
preparation time, but the
Swainsboro Tigers are anx-
ious to get as many games
under their belt as possible
and dig into their region
schedule.
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JV Tiger Football

Schedule 2020
| Loation | Time

Jetterson Co. Away | Spm.
Statesboro Away  Spm.
Toombs County Home = Spm.
WashingtonCounty ~ Home ~ 5pm.
West Laurens Home = Spm.

Vidalia Awa 5pm.

MATHEW HANCOCK

oeR FED__ Sy
~ |

[ |

SHS FOOTBALL COACHING STAFF

389 W. Meadowlake Pkwy 1918 Hwy 441 South
Swainsboro, GA Dublin, GA
478-237-5848 478-275-0050

GOOOOOO Tigers ! 478-237-5848 + 1-888-237-9060 * Fax 478-237-8093

LIC# 3169 - Distributors of Quality Farm Equipment & Implements! « www.gaequipment.com
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