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Swainsboro High School Class of 2020
Clarissa Denise 

Acevedo, Gisselle Lisset 
Calel Aragon, Alexander 
Xavier Omarion D’iante 
Archie, Christian Cole 
Bell, Nekel Tyrone Bostic, 
Zy’Quan Taeyun Bostic, 
Zy’Quanna Tonyaé 
Bostic, Adrianna Raye 
Braswell, Joshua Tyler 
Brinson, Asianiah Zakiya 
Sadie Brown, Gary 
Montaya Brown II, Ja’von 
Marquan Olajuwuan 
Brown, Kenneth Anthony 
Burkamp, Alexa Paige 
Caraway, Jaylen Tyrell 
Carswell, O’Dasha 
Iyana Carswell, Romello 
D’carlos Carswell, 
Westley Mitchell 
Cartwright, Billy Van 
Chapman III, Melinda 
Lee Chappell, Joshua-
Daniel Trent Collins, 
Nathan Ismay Copeland, 
Aajaylah Barbrianna 
Corley, Taheena TaShay 
Corley, Aaliyah Shamyia 
Daniels, Za’Mauria 

Nykia David, Ja’Kayla 
Quintiana Davis, Jessie 
Loree Davis, Ka’Yun 
O’Marii Davis, Amber 
Renee Derriso, George 
William Donaldson 
III, Josie Donae Drake, 
John Gibson Drew, 
Christopher Lee Durden, 
Makayla Ayles Eason, 
Christopher Dylan 
Edwards, Endia E’Nyra 
Edwards, Sh’nyah 
Lashonda Ellison, 
Kaleigh Hana Ely, 
Ely Jordan Faircloth, 
Adrianna Shantese 
Fields, Jocelyn Michele 
Franklin, Andrew 
William Fuller, Chloe 
Diana Gaskin, Logan 
Andrew Gay, Kenard 
Armani Gillis, Yadira 
Gonzalez Demillion, 
Donnie Edward Gordy, 
Immanuel Isaiah Hackett, 
Isaiah Nehemiah Hall, 
Tylasia Beyoncé Nicole 
Hall, Joshua Calhoun 
Hannah, Imani Shanté 

Harmon, Ja’Lisa Lynette 
Harmon, Jadah Tiana 
Harrison, Kamryn Elise 
Heard, John Charles 
Henderson IV, Nixon 
Jordan Hooks, Carley 
Shea Horton, Michaela 
Ann Hudson, Zachary 
Brian Hunter, Asa Lance 
Hutcheson, Emily Anne 
Hutcheson, Tykierianna 
Kenara Jackson, 
Dalton Cutter Jacobs, 
Andrew Chase Johnson, 
Roanassia Jamonica 
Johnson, Alexius 
Emm’ya LaWan Jones, 
Hunter Blaine Jones, 
Jazmin Ty Jones, Miracle 
Aierl Jones, Cornelius 
Larnardo Jordan Jr., 
Emily Anne Kea, Andrew 
Myles Kersey, Artis Bob 
Kingsberry IV, Phillip 
Scott Kirby Jr., Donte 
Keshon Kirkland, Maxim 
Steven Kraemer, Sierra 
Alexis Lamar, Sierra 
Raquel Landaverde, Ian 
Miguel Lazo, Thurman 

Blake Lee, Auija Zybreyah 
Locke, O’kelius Jevont 
Lott, America Leinad 
Maldonado, Andres 
Jose Martin, Anthony 
Magarito Martinez, 
Vadalia Nicole Martinez, 
Asia Ananda Miles, 
Deondré Jamari Miles, 
Dillon Rocky Miller, 
Madison Amber Moore, 
Ja’Michael Dashon 
Murphy, Argel Said Nava, 
Bryson Ryan Newsome, 
Joseph Bradley Oglesby, 
Meagan Grace Palmore, 
Timothy Austin Parks, 
Krishi Maheshkumar 
Patel, Mitali Mukesh 
Patel (Salutatorian), Jaret 
Phillip Paul, Josie Lauren 
Peebles (Valedictorian), 
Samantha Don’ee 
Peebles, Kytle Ronald-
Lanier Phillips, Roberto 
Carlos Pineiro, Tommy 
Lee Porter III, Tyan 
Khalil Posley, Blakeley 
David Powell, Cory 
Allen Powell, Heidi 

Caroline Puckett, 
Dawsen Tanner Pullen, 
Gary Dwayne Purvis 
Jr., Megan Elizabeth 
Ray, Keiyona Jackira 
Queen’Niya Reeves, 
JaNotta Alexis Ricks, 
Kimberly Rios, Nealrollis 
Lagottay Roberts Jr., 
Hunter Christopher 
O’Brian Robinson, 
Christian Jacob Rosas, 
Karla Brooke Sacarias, 
Gabriela Lizet Sanchez, 
Arthur King Screws IV, 
Dixie Lashay Scruggs, 
Jaquavius JaVown 
Seabrough, Arham 
Shah, Rashad Shedrick, 
Cierra Lynn Sherrod, 
Yaliyah Ya’Shira Silas, 
Armanie Collin Sims, 
Tywan La’Shon Smith, 
Kevin Mark Starnes 
Jr., LeUntay Ty’Shon 
Starnes, DeKerronna 
Shawntae Stephens, 
Skylar Nicole Stephens, 
Macy Angela Stewart, 
Grason Riley Sweet, 

Robert Brian Tayloe, 
Javarius DaVontae Taylor, 
Damian Hunter Tharp, 
Tony Maurice Tillmon 
Jr., Miranda Anne 
Tuttle, Nancy Ubaldo, 
Chi Thien Vo, Sarah 
Abbigale Waters, Noah 
David Way, Cam’ron 
Kayvon Weise, John 
Vladimir, White, A’Lexus 
Iraneisha Wilcher, Corey 
Dwayne Wilkerson, 
Jeremy Jerome Williams 
Jr., Kameron Lindsey 
Williams, Mathew Blake 
Williams, Thomas Alvin 
Williamson, Tykeria 
Nashay Willis, Jermani 
Xaire Centuri Wimberly, 
Myshionna Myngnon 
Worthen, Elisha Kade 
Youmans, Brianna 
Joneé Young, Jessalynn 
Delshana Young, 
Najaye’ah Sage’ion 
Young, and Stephanie 
Elizabeth Youngblood

Swainsboro High School names 
57 honor graduates

The following Class of 2020 students from Swainsboro High School earned 
honor graduate status: Clarissa Acevedo, Alexander Archie, Christian Cole 
Bell, Zy’Quan Bostic, Adrianna Raye Braswell, Ja’von Brown, Alexa Caraway, 
George William Donaldson, Josie Drake, John Gibson Drew, Christopher 
Durden, Christopher “Dylan” Edwards, Sh’nyah Ellison, Kaleigh Ely, Jocelyn 
Franklin, Yadira Gonzalez, Immanuel Hackett, Joshua Hannah, Imani Harmon, 
Kamryn Heard, Nixon Hooks, Zachary Hunter, Asa Lance Hutcheson, Andrew 
Johnson, Roanassia Johnson, Jazmin Jones, Emily Kea, Sierra “Lexi” Lamar, 
Sierra Landaverde, Andres Martin, Anthony Martinez, Madison Moore, Bryson 
Newsome, Meagan Palmore, Krishi Patel, Mitali Patel (Salutatorian), Josie 
Peebles (Valedictorian), Samantha Peebles, Heidi Puckett, Megan Ray, Kimberly 
Rios, Gabriela Sanchez, Arthur “King” Screws, Arham Shah, Yaliyah Silas, Skylar 
Stephens, Damian Tharp, Nancy Ubaldo, Sarah “Abbi” Waters, John White, 
Corey Wilkerson, Mathew “Blake” Williams, Tykeria Willis, Elisha “Kade” 
Youmans, and Stephanie Youngblood

“Man often becomes what he believes himself to be. If I keep on saying 
to myself that I cannot do a certain thing, it is possible that I may end by 
really becoming incapable of doing it. On the contrary, if I have the belief 
that I can do it, I shall surely acquire the capacity to do it even if I may not 

have it at the beginning.” – Mahatma Gandhi

SHS Honor Graduate Biographies
C L A R I S S A 

ACEVEDO
Clarissa Acevedo 

has been in Beta Club, 
Technology Student 
Association (TSA), 
and JROTC where she 
achieved the rank of 
second lieutenant. With 
JROTC, she received 
Personal Appearance 
Award, LET Service 
Award, Flag Detail 
Award, and a JROTC 
Medal from the National 
Society Daughters of 
American Revolution 
for academic excellence, 

dependability, leader-
ship, and military lead-
ership. She also obtained 
certification in Microsoft 
Excel.

Clarissa is the daugh-
ter of Javier Acevedo and 
Lorenza Yanez. She has 
many plans after high 
school including trav-
eling to Mexico to visit 
family members that she 
hasn’t seen (only talked 
to) in her life as well as 
to receive medical treat-
ment and also to pur-
sue a nursing degree 
at Georgia Southern 

University (GSU).
A L E X A N D E R 

ARCHIE
Alexander has been a 

member of FBLA, TSA, 
FFA throughout high 
school and was on the 
track team his junior 
year. Academically, 
he completed path-
ways in Art, Business 
Technology, and Food, 
Nutrition, and Wellness. 
With these completions, 
he received certification 
for ServSafe as well as 
Microsoft Excel, and 
PowerPoint. He was cho-
sen by his fellow class-
mates as Friendliest in 
the senior class.

Alexander plans to 
pursue his dream to 
become a lawyer by first 
receiving an associate 
degree in criminal jus-
tice and then continu-
ing at either University 
of Georgia School of 
Law or Savannah Law 
School. His parents are 
Alexander and Shelia 
Archie.

CHRISTIAN “COLE” 
BELL

While at SHS, Cole has 
participated in many 
extra-curricular activi-
ties, including four years 
of football, two of which 
he served as the kicker, 
and four years of soc-
cer, two of which he 
was a team captain. In 
addition, he was a 4-H 
member, participating in 
modified trap, earning 
district titles in his age 
group for two years. He 
has also been an active 
club member of FBLA, 
4-H, TSA, and FFA.
(Continued on page 3)
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SHS Honor Graduate...

After graduation, Cole 
plans to pursue a career 
as an occupational thera-
pist assistant at Augusta 
Technical College. His 
parents are Corbin and 
Jennifer Bell.

ZY’QUAN BOSTIC
While attending SHS, 

Zy’Quan was a member 
of the football and wres-
tling teams for all four 
years and a member of 
the track team for two 
years. His senior year, 
Zy’Quan placed eighth 
in the state of Georgia for 
wrestling in his weight 
class of 138 pounds. 
Zy’Quan has always had 
a passion for art of any 
kind and while attend-
ing SHS, he completed a 
pathway in Art.

Zy’Quan is the young-
est son of Tonya Bostic, 
the grandson of Mary 
Huston, and attends 
Lester Grove Baptist 
Church. Zy’Quan plans 
to attend Kennesaw State 
University to major in 
fine art with the hopes of 
becoming a great artist.

ADRIANNA “RAYE” 
BRASWELL

Raye has been a mem-
ber of Beta Club, FFA, 
where she served as sec-
retary for two years, and 
FBLA throughout high 
school. She competed 
in several public speak-
ing competitions and 
received several awards. 
She also completed path-
ways in Spanish and 

agriculture. Raye has 
been a football cheer-
leader all four years and 
was a competition cheer-
leader her senior year.

She was chosen by 
her teachers to attend 
the Sudie A. Fulford 
Leadership Academy 
at EGSC twice and was 
chosen to be a member 
of the Citizens Bank 
Student Advisory Board. 
Raye was chosen as a 
Senior Superlative by the 
SHS faculty.

The daughter of Matt 
and Catina Braswell, 
Raye is an active mem-
ber of Hawhammock 
Baptist Church. After 
graduation, she plans 
to attend EGSC for an 
associate degree in psy-
chology, then transfer to 
the Armstrong Campus 
of Georgia Southern 
University to major in 
communication disor-
ders. She plans to pur-
sue a career in speech 
pathology.

JA’VON BROWN 
While at SHS, Ja’von 

participated in football, 
basketball and track. 
His senior year, he was 
chosen First Team All-
Region Wide Receiver 
and Second Team All-
Region Wide Receiver his 
junior year. In track and 
field, he was state runner 
up in the 4x100m relay. 
He has also received an 
All-Region Academics 
Award.

After high school, 

Ja’Von plans to attend 
Savannah State 
University to pursue 
a degree in mechan-
ical engineering. He is 
the son of Jimmie and 
Lakesha Brown.

ALEXA CARAWAY
Alexa has participated 

in Beta Club, FBLA, and 
softball during her years 
at SHS. She has been a 
dual enrollment student 
at STC while maintain-
ing honors level classes 
at SHS.

Alexa is the daugh-
ter of Libby and Jerry 
Caraway. After gradua-
tion, she plans to con-
tinue at STC to fulfill 
her dream of becoming 
a dental hygienist and 
minor in accounting.

W I L L I A M 
DONALDSON

While at SHS, William 
has been a part of TSA, 
FBLA, 21st Century 
Leaders, and Chess 
Club. He has competed 
at the state level with 
TSA, winning third place 
in On-Demand Video 
Production at the 2020 
conference. All through-
out high school, William 
played the trumpet in the 
Band of Gold in both the 
marching and concert 
settings. He also played 
tennis for one year and 
ran cross country for one 
year. William has been a 
dual enrollment student 
for two years at EGSC.

In his community, 
William is a representa-

tive on the youth com-
mittee at Swainsboro 
First United Methodist 
Church and a former Star 
ranked Boy Scout. He 
also paged for Georgia 
State Representative 
Butch Parrish in 2018.

William is the son 
of Will and Leila 
Donaldson. After grad-
uation, he plans to con-
tinue at EGSC in busi-
ness administration and 
transfer to pursue a 
degree in film produc-
tion.

JOSIE DRAKE
Josie has been an 

active, four-year member 
of FBLA, Beta Club, 4-H, 
Band of Gold (Concert 
Band and Dance Line), 
and 21st Century Leaders 
while at SHS. Among 
these clubs, she has 
served as vice president 
in FBLA for two years, 
Community Service 
Chair in Beta Club for 
four years, and Alto 
Saxophone Principal 
Chair in the Concert 
Band for two years. Josie 
is a four-year member 
of the girls’ soccer team 
and named captain for 
two years. She is also a 
participant of the Work-
Based Learning and dual 
enrollment programs.

Josie has obtained var-
ious honors and awards, 
largely in the area of 
public speaking. She 
was elected to Student 
Council all four years, 
nominated to the 2016 

homecoming court, and 
was named a Senior 
Superlative by the SHS 
faculty. In addition, she 
serves as a member of the 
Citizens Bank Student 
Advisory Board.

After graduation, 
she will be attending 
the UGA to finish her 
degree in psychology. 
Josie’s ultimate goal is to 
enter medical school and 
become a psychiatrist. 
Josie is the daughter 
of Billy Joe and Donna 
Drake and is a mem-
ber of Southside Baptist 
Church.

JOHN “GIBSON” 
DREW

Throughout high 
school, Gibson has been 
a member of TSA where 
he has served as vice 
president for three years 
and has won multiple 
awards from competing 
in numerous events.

He has been a dual 
enrollment student at 
EGSC, accumulating 
29 college credit hours. 
Gibson has worked as 
a virtual construction 
designer for HASACK 
in Statesboro, where he 
learned many skills to 
help him in his college 
career.

Gibson the son of 
Thomas Drew and 
Arlene Drew. After grad-
uation, he will finish an 
associate degree in math 
and science at EGSC, 
then he will transfer to 
GSU to complete a bach-

elor’s degree in mechan-
ical engineering.

C H R I S T O P H E R 
DURDEN

Christopher has been 
a member of the Band 
of Gold for four years, 
where he contributed 
to the band’s superior 
ratings in Large Group 
Performance Evaluation. 
For four years, he has also 
been a chapter officer for 
TSA and a member of 
FBLA for four years. For 
TSA, he placed seventh 
in a pin design at region-
al competition and 3rd 
for Video On-Demand 
for state competition. He 
has been a news team 
member for the SHS 
News and member of 
21st Century Leaders for 
two years. Chris played 
tennis for the Tigers for 
two years and soccer for 
one year. He has also 
been a dual enrollment 
student the last two 
years.

An active member 
in the youth group at 
First United Methodist 
Church, Chris is the son 
of Todd and Natalie 
Durden and plans to 
attend EGSC to earn an 
associate degree in busi-
ness, then transfer to 
Savannah College of Art 
and Design (SCAD) for 
film.

C H R I S T O P H E R 
“DYLAN” EDWARDS

While at SHS Dylan 
was a member of FFA, 

(From page 2)
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TSA, and FBLA. He 
earned certifications in 
Microsoft Office, Excel 
and PowerPoint. After 
graduating, he plans 
to pursue his dream of 
becoming an engineer 
by starting out at EGSC 
and transferring to GSU. 
Dylan is the son of Nielia 
Phillips and Steven 
Edwards.

SH’NYAH ELLISON
Sh’nyah has been a 

part of basketball and 
football cheerleading 
squads for three consec-
utive years and served as 
captain during her junior 
and senior seasons. She 
also participated in com-
petition cheerleading for 
two years. She received a 
nomination as a Positive 
Athlete Georgia in the 
sport of cheerleading. 
Sh’nyah participated in 
FBLA and FCCLA for 
two years.

She was selected by 
her classmates for hav-
ing the most Tiger Pride 
and as a member of the 
homecoming court for 
two years. Her senior 
year, she was named 
homecoming queen.

The daughter of 
Amanda Newton, 
Sh’nyah plans to 
attend Fort Valley State 
University as an early 
childhood education 
major with hopes of 
becoming a teacher and 
joining the cheerleading 
team.

KALEIGH ELY
Kaleigh is the daugh-

ter of Jennifer and Wes 
Averett and Adam and 
Lindsey Ely.

While at SHS, Kaleigh 
participated in FBLA, 
FFA, and was a member 
of the softball team for 
one year. She has been a 
dual enrollment student 
at STC for two years 
and completed her path-
way in agriculture. After 
graduation, she plans 
to continue at STC and 
become a cosmetologist.

JOCELYN FRANKLIN
Jocelyn participated in 

FFA and FBLA through-
out high school. She 
played basketball for 
the Lady Tigers two of 
those four years. She was 
selected for membership 
in the National Society 
of High School Scholars 
(NSHSS) for academic 
achievement and com-
pleted pathways in Food 
Science and Accounting. 
She also worked a full-
time job and still man-
aged to finish off her 
high school career as an 
honor graduate.

Jocelyn is the daugh-
ter of Tracy Franklin and 
Jason Samples. After 
graduation, she plans to 
attend EGSC to pursue 
an associate degree in 
business management. 
She will then transfer to 
GSU to obtain a bach-
elor’s degree in recre-
ational sports.

YADIRA GONZALEZ

Yadira has been a 
member of Beta Club and 
TSA during her years 
at SHS. She has been 
a dual enrollment stu-
dent at STC while main-
taining AP and Honors 
classes. She completed 
a pathway in Spanish 
and received the Seal of 
Biliteracy. Yadira has par-
ticipated in the Band of 
Gold Danceline for four 
years. She is the daugh-
ter of Elvia Demillon and 
Arturo Gonzalez. After 
graduation, she will be 
attending GSU as a nurs-
ing major.

I M M A N U E L 
HACKETT

Immanuel transferred 
to SHS from Metter High 
School last fall. During 
high school, he partici-
pated in FBLA and Beta 
Club. He was a mem-
ber of the cross country 
team for three years and 
played basketball for 
four years. He received 
numerous awards for 
basketball, including 
Region 2-AA Honorable 
Mention as a sophomore 
and Region 2-AA First 
Team his junior and 
senior years. His senior 
year, he was named to the 
All-State Second Team 
and Georgia Athletic 
Coaches Association 
State Team, and he was a 
member of the 2020 state 
championship team for 
the Tigers. Throughout 
his high school basket-
ball career, he scored 

over 1,500 points.
Immanuel has been 

an active participant in 
Amateur Athletic Union 
basketball for the last 
six years. He has been a 
dual enrollment student 
at STC as well as taking 
honors level classes. He 
was named Most Clever 
by his classmates.

Immanuel is the son of 
Lafonda Taylor-Hackett 
and Gary Hackett. After 
graduation, he plans to 
attend college and play 
basketball as he pur-
sues a degree in graphic 
design.

JOSHUA HANNAH
Joshua has been a 

member of Beta Club, 
danceline, and the Band 
of Gold throughout high 
school. He has competed 
at the state beta conven-
tion all four years as well 
the national conventions 
in Orlando, Savannah 
and Oklahoma City. He 
has been a dual enroll-
ment student for three 
years at EGSC.

Joshua is the son of 
Heather and Rufus 
Hannah. After gradua-
tion, he plans to com-
plete an associate degree 
in English at EGSC, then 
transfer to Kennesaw 
State University to pur-
sue a bachelor’s degree 
in modern language and 
culture. His career goal is 
to be an interpreter.

IMANI HARMON
Imani is the daughter 

of Amanda and Theo 
Harmon. She has been 
a member of danceline, 
the tennis team, and the 
basketball cheerleading 
squad. In addition, she 
has been involved with 
clubs like FBLA, FCCLA, 
and 21st Century 
Leaders. She has also 
volunteered with SMS 
Step Team the past four 
years.

Imani attended Fulford 
Youth Leadership 
Academy and was 
named by her peers 
as Best Dressed of the 
Class of 2020. She grew 
up in the Victory Temple 
Church under the guid-
ance of Pastor Christine 
Peebles while singing in 
the youth choir.

Imani plans to attend 
EGSC in the fall to major 
in business management. 
She also plans to attend 
a world-renowned culi-
nary arts school, where 
she will become a very 
successful chef. Imani 
also plans to model after 
high school.

KAMRYN HEARD
Kamryn has been a 

member of Beta Club, 
FBLA, TSA, and march-
ing band as well as the 
track and tennis teams 
throughout high school. 
She spent two years at 
EGSC as a dual enroll-
ment student. She is 
an SAT/ACT Achiever, 
was named a Senior 
Superlative by the SHS 
faculty, and has vol-
unteered at Franklin 
Memorial Library.

Kamryn’s parents 
are John and Glenda 
Corley. After gradua-
tion, she plans to serve 
in the U.S. Army as a 
practical nurse specialist 
and enlisted soldier. She 
intends to make a career 
in the military by serving 
as a cardiologist with the 
rank of an officer.

NIXON HOOKS

Nix has been an active 
member of FBLA, FFA 
and Beta Club while at 
SHS. He 

competed with FBLA 
on the region, state, and 
national levels and has 
attended numerous state 
and national leadership 
conferences. Nix has 
also been active in FFA, 
where his team placed 
second in ag mechanics 
in the area and quali-
fied for state competition 
earlier this spring. While 
being actively involved 
in FBLA and Beta Club, 
Nix has donated many 
hours to community 
service activities. He 
donates blood regularly 
and has been recognized 
as a Red Cord Hero for 
the past three years.

Nix was selected a 
Senior Superlative by 
the SHS faculty and is 
a member of the SAT 
Achievers Club. He also 
serves on the Citizens 
Bank of Swainsboro 
Student Advisory

Board and was select-
ed to attend the Fulford 
Leadership Academy at 
EGSC his junior year. 
Nix chose the business 
pathway while in high 
school and earned cer-
tifications in Microsoft 
Office Word, Excel and 
PowerPoint.  He was a 
dual enrollment student 
at STC where he received 
a Technical Certificate of 
Credit in Basic Shielded 
Metal Arc Welding. 
He was a Work-Based 
Learning student and 
worked for The Sack 
Company and Hooks 
Grocery while in school. 
After graduation, Nix 
plans to attend EGSC 
and later GSU to major 
in engineering

or construction man-
agement. Nix attends 
Nunez Baptist Church 
and is the son of Ricky 
and Cherie Hooks.

M I C H A E L A 
HUDSON

Michaela is the daugh-
ter of Terra Hudson. 
While at SHS, she com-
pleted a pathway in 
business and technology.

Michaela’s plans after 
high school are to attend 
college at University 
of Wisconsin-Stout in 
Menomonie, Wisconsin. 
She plans to study in the 
medical field to obtain a 
job as a registered nurse.

ZACHARY HUNTER
Zachary has been a 

member of FFA and Beta 
Club at SHS. He played 
football and soccer for 
three years and was the 
captain for the varsity 
soccer team. He has a 
true passion for soccer 
and was asked to play in 
several soccer clubs over 
the past few years.

Zachary has received 
All-Region academ-
ic awards for football 
and soccer and has 
maintained honor level 
grades. He received 
awards for highest class 
averages and completed 
his agriculture pathway. 
He was named a Red 
Cord Hero for donating 
blood to help others.

Zachary is the son 
of Brian Hunter and 
Tabatha Thompson. 
After graduation, he 
plans to attend EGSC 
with plans to further 
his education at GSU to 
major in business and 

engineering.
ASA “LANCE” 

HUTCHESON
Lance has been an 

active member in FBLA, 
Beta Club, and the 
marching band through-
out high school. Lance 
has been on the FBLA 
Officer Team for the 
2018-2019 and 2019-
2020 school years, was 
2018-2019 Beta Club Vice 
President, and 2019-2020 
Beta President. Lance has 
successfully completed 
honors level classes at 
SHS while also being a 
dual enrollment student 
at STC.

Lance has achieved 
many awards through 
FBLA and Beta over the 
course of his high school 
career and has been able 
to travel across the coun-
try while doing so. Lance 
was chosen as a Senior 
Superlative by the facul-
ty of SHS.

Lance is the son of 
Tony and Stephanie 
Hutcheson. He plans to 
attend GSU to pursue 
a degree in business to 
fulfil his dream of being 
a business owner in the 
future.

ANDREW JOHNSON
While at SHS, Andrew 

has been an avid mem-
ber of Beta Club, FBLA, 
FFA, and Science

Club. He is certified in 
Microsoft PowerPoint, 
Excel, and Word. He also 
is employed through the

work based learning 
program at Nordson.

Andrew is the son 
of Diana Schrader and 
George Johnson and 
attends Oaky Grove 
Church. He plans to 
attend GSU to pursue 
a degree and career in 
mechanical engineering.

R O A N A S S I A 
JOHNSON

Roanassia has been a 
member of FCLA, Beta 
club, and Spanish Club 
throughout high school 
and has played in the 
band for three years. She 
has been a dual enroll-
ment student at EGSC 
for three years and has 
accumulated 30 college 
credit hours.

Roanassia received 
Star Honor Roll/Honor 
Roll awards and the 
award for highest aver-
age in Spanish III. She 
is also the recipient of 
the African American 
Scholar Award, which 
recognizes the top two 
African American stu-
dents with the highest 
grade point average.

Roanassia is the 
daughter of Amy Pullens 
and David Johnson. 
After graduation, she 
will continue at EGSC 
on her path to becoming 
a nurse practitioner or a 
nurse anesthetist.

JAZMIN JONES
Jazmin, the daugh-

ter of Amanda Mimbs, 
has been a member of 
FCCLA, FBLA, and FFA. 
She completed a path-
way in Food Science and 
holds a ServSafe certifi-
cation. She also played 
tennis and was a var-
sity basketball cheer-
leader. Jazmin has been 
an honor roll student 
throughout her school 
years and participated 
in dual enrollment. She 
earned highest average 
awards in five different 
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 classes.
EMILY KEA
Emily has been a mem-

ber of FBLA and Beta 
Club throughout high 
school. She played ten-
nis and cheered on the 
competition and football 
cheerleading squads all 
four years. She was voted 
co-captain of the football 
squad her junior and 
senior years and received 
the Coaches Award her 
senior year. She has also 
been a competitive danc-
er at the Southern Dance 
Connection for 14 years.

Emily has been a dual 
enrollment student at 
EGSC and has accumu-
lated 27 credits. She is a 
member of the Citizens 
Bank Student Advisory 
Board and was voted 
Most Attractive by her 
classmates. She was 
also named a Senior 
Superlative by the facul-
ty of SHS.

Emily is the daughter 
of Rusty and April Kea. 
After graduation, she 
plans to attend college as 
a biology major and con-
tinue her cheerleading 
career, then attend med-
ical school to become a 
pediatrician.

SIERRA “LEXI” 
LAMAR

Lexi is the daughter of 
Tiffany and Kevin Lamar 
of Adrian. In her four 
years at SHS, she has 
been actively involved 
in the JROTC program. 

She received the Most 
Outstanding Cadet 
Award in 10th grade and 
a Coin of Excellence from 
the Fort Gordon summer 
camp she attended as 
part of the program.

She participated in 
raider and drill teams 
as well as color guard, 
attended regional com-
petition in all three activ-
ities, and was the battal-
ion commander for three 
years. Lexi also was a 
member of TSA and 
FCCLA for two years.

She has enlisted in the 
U.S. Army and reports 
for basic training at Fort 
Leonard Wood, Missouri 
soon after gradua-
tion. She will attend 
Advanced Individual 
Training there to become 
a U.S. Army Military 
Police Officer.

S I E R R A 
LANDAVERDE

Sierra has been a mem-
ber of Beta Club, where 
she competed at the state 
level for two years, and 
FBLA while at SHS. She 
has completed three 
pathways in Art, Food & 
Nutrition, and Spanish. 
She has assisted the foot-
ball team as a water girl 
for two years and has 
taken many honors and 
advanced placement 
courses during high 
school.

Sierra’s main support-
ers are Jeannie Lanford 
and Larry Henry. She 
plans to attend EGSC 

to obtain a Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing.

A M E R I C A 
MALDONADO

America has been a 
member of various clubs 
including TSA, FBLA, 
and Beta Club through-
out high school. She 
has also been the cadet 
battalion executive offi-
cer for the SHS JROTC 
Battalion for two years. 
As a senior, she worked 
hard to help the Tiger 
Battalion earn the Honor 
Unit with Distinction for 
the program accredita-
tion. The battalion was 
awarded a score of 98 
percent and received the 
Gold Star.

America has earned 
various awards includ-
ing highest average 
awards in World History 
and Honors Literature, 
Art, Spanish, P.E, and 
JROTC. In JROTC, she 
has received various 
awards such as the 
Personal Appearance 
Award and the Academic 
Achievement Award. 
Due to her hard work, 
she was able to rise to 
the rank of cadet major 
after only four semesters 
of JROTC. America also 
received the Daughters of 
the American Revolution 
JROTC Medal and the 

Daughters of the 
Confederacy JROTC 
Medal. She was 
also named a Senior 
Superlative by the facul-
ty of SHS.

America is the daugh-
ter of Abiel and Anabel 
Leal. After graduation, 
she will attend GSU to 
earn a bachelor’s degree 
in economics. She then 
plans to further her edu-
cation in order to become 
a lawyer.

ANDRES “ANDY” 
MARTIN

Andy has been a mem-
ber of 4-H, Beta Club, 
FBLA, and marching/
concert band through-
out high school. He also 
served on the 2018-2019 
Georgia 4-H State Board 
of Directors, where he 
was elected vice presi-
dent of the state and 
also served as Southeast 
District president in 
2017-2018.

Andy has a true pas-
sion for music as he has 
performed on famous 
stages like the Grand 
Ole Opry and Carnegie 
Hall with stars like Josh 
Turner and Todd Smith. 
Andy is also a state and 
national competitor in 
Beta Club, where he has 
received first place mul-
tiple times in Character 
Performance.

Andy was named as 
a Senior Superlative by 
the faculty of SHS, cho-
sen as Most Involved by 
his peers, and was voted 
on to the 2020 homecom-
ing court. His parents are 
Luis and Ela Machado. 
Andy will attend the 
University of Georgia in 
the fall with the pursuit 

of a business major.
A N T H O N Y 

MARTINEZ
Anthony has been a 

member of Beta Club 
and TSA during his years 
at SHS. He also played 
football for two years 
and received the All-
Region Academic Award 
along with his varsity let-
ter his sophomore year. 
Anthony was a four-year 
member of the soccer 
team, where he received 
the True Tiger Award 
during his sophomore 
year. Anthony joined the 
Band of Gold drumline 

his senior year.
Anthony has been 

a dual enrollment stu-
dent at EGSC for two 
years while maintaining 
honors level classes. He 
earned the award for 
highest average in 10th 
Grade Literature and 
received Honor Roll dis-
tinction for the past three 
years.

Anthony is the son 
of Rogelio and Faith 
Martinez. After gradua-
tion, he will attend STC 
to earn a commercial 
driver’s license before 
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going onto begin class-
es at GSU in the spring of 
2021, where he plans to 
earn a degree in business 
management.

MADISON MOORE
Madison Moore has 

been a member of 4-H, 
TSA (where she has 
served as chapter presi-
dent for three years), and 
Band of Gold Danceline 
for four years. She 
received third place at 
TSA state competition 
in Dragster Design. For 
4-H, she placed sec-
ond in District Project 
Achievement. Madison 
was a member of the 
tennis team for two 
years and was also dual 
enrolled at EGSC for two 
years.

Madison completed 
pathways in band, art, 
Spanish, and engineer-
ing and has been named 
a Red Cord Hero for 
donating blood during 
high school.

Madison is the daugh-
ter of Kristi and Tony 
Moore. She plans to 
attend GSU to major in 
mechanical engineering.

BRYSON NEWSOME
Bryson Newsome is the 

son of Jessica Newsome 
and Ryan Newsome. He 
has taken many honors 
courses throughout high 
school and was a Work-
Based Learning student. 
Bryson played foot-
ball for one year, was a 
member of FBLA for two 
years, and completed a 
pathway in agriculture.

After graduation, 
Bryson plans to attend 
GSU, majoring in psy-
chology.

MEGAN PALMORE
Meagan has been a 

member of FBLA, Beta 
Club, and FCCLA during 
high school. She has also 
been a member of the 
Band of Gold Danceline 
for four years. Meagan 
was a dual enrollment 
student at STC and com-
pleted a pathway in 
business, which grant-
ed her certification in 
Microsoft Word, Excel, 
and PowerPoint.

Meagan is the daugh-
ter of Alivia and Kevin 
Palmore. After gradua-
tion, she plans to attend 
GSU to obtain a degree 
in marketing for fashion 
merchandising.

KRISHI PATEL
Krishi has been an 

active member of FBLA, 
Beta Club, Science Club, 

4-H, Citizens Bank 
Student Advisory Board, 
and Band of Gold. She 
was the drumline section 
leader

for the Band of Gold 
and has been an offi-
cer for FBLA, Beta, and 
Science Club for the past 
four

years. Krishi also 
served the state of 
Georgia as the 2019-2020 
state secretary for FBLA. 
She was a dual enroll-
ment student at EGSC 
and was also involved 
in the Work-Based 
Learning program. In 
addition, she played four 
years of tennis.

Krishi has competed 
in many public speaking 
events and received mul-
tiple awards on the state

and national levels 
in FBLA. Her proud-
est achievement is her 
award for completing 
more than 500 hours of 
community service for 
FBLA’s national pro-
gram. She received an 
award at the state Beta 
convention and placed 
in the state with her 
team in Cotton Boll 
Consumer Judging and 
Southeast District Project 
Achievement for 4-H.

Krishi is recognized 
as industry certified 
in Microsoft Word and 
Excel. She is an SAT 
Achiever, a recipient 
of the University of 
Georgia Certificate of 
Merit, and represent-
ed SHS at the annual 
Exchange Club National 
Youth of the Year pro-
gram. Krishi was named 
a Senior Superlative by 
the faculty of SHS and 
Most Involved by her 
classmates.

Krishi is the daugh-
ter of Aditi and Mahesh 
Patel. She plans to attend 
UGA in the fall.

MITALI PATEL
Mitali is the saluta-

torian for the Class of 
2020 and has been a 
member of FBLA, Beta 
Club, Science Club, and 
21st Century Leaders 
throughout her high 
school years. She also 
serves on the Franklin 
Memorial Library Teen 
Advisory Board and the 
Citizens Bank Student 
Advisory Board. Mitali 
was an alto saxophone 
player in the Band of 
Gold for three years and 
has been balancing dual 
enrollment classes at 
EGSC with honors and 

AP level classes at SHS 
since sophomore year.

Her major accomplish-
ments with extracurricu-
lar activities include plac-
ing at the national level in 
Social Media Campaign 
and Marketing & 
Communications and 
attending the Summer 
Youth Leadership 
Institute at Emory 
University. She is also 
Microsoft Office certified 
in PowerPoint, Excel, 
and Word. Mitali partici-
pated in the Work-Based 
Learning program at 
SHS, where she interned 
at James W. Buckley & 
Associates. She is an 
UGA Merit Scholar, 
SAT/ACT achiever, and 
spent many afternoons 
tutoring middle school 
students in math and sci-
ence at the public library.

Mitali is the daugh-
ter of Mukesh Patel and 
Bina Patel. After gradu-
ation, she will be attend-
ing Georgia Institute of 
Technology. She plans 
to pursue a bachelor’s 
degree in computer sci-
ence and become a data 
analyst.

JOSIE PEEBLES
Josie has been a four-

year member of FBLA 
(where she served as 
president) and Beta 
Club (where she served 
as vice president).  As a 
senior, she was elected to 
serve on Student Council 
(where she serves in 
media relations) and 
was chosen to be a mem-
ber of the Citizens Bank 
Student Advisory Board. 
Josie has been on the 
Band of Gold Danceline 
for three years, in the 
concert band for four 
years, where she is the 
first chair clarinet, and 
played tennis for four 
years. During her soph-
omore and junior years, 
Josie served on the ring 
committee.

Josie is the valedicto-
rian of the Class of 2020. 
She was awarded the 
UGA Certificate of Merit 
for being in the top 10 
percent of her class and 
is also the current STAR 
Student for both

SHS and Emanuel 
County. Josie was named 
a Senior Superlative by 
the faculty of SHS and 
voted Most Intelligent by 
her classmates.

She received many 
highest average awards 
over the years, includ-
ing AP Chemistry, AP 

US History, Honors 
Biology, Honors Algebra 
I, and Honors Geometry. 
Josie is also certified 
in Microsoft Word and 
Microsoft Excel.

She has received many 
public speaking awards 
for business presenta-
tions with FBLA and she 
has qualified for nation-
als three times. Josie also 
competes annually in 
poetry writing with Beta 
Club at the state conven-
tion, where she received 
first place in 2017 and 
received third place in

2018. She has qualified 
for national competition 
with Beta Club twice. 
Josie was selected from 
thousands of students 
to attend the prestigious 
Governor ’s Honors 
Program in the summer 
of 2019 as a communica-
tive arts student.

Josie, the daughter 
of Jimmy and Denise 
Peebles, is a lifelong 
member of Southside 
Baptist Church for her 
entire life, where she is 
active in the youth pro-
gram. She plans to attend 
UGA after being grant-
ed early admission last 
fall. She plans to major 
in pre-medical studies 
and go to medical school 
to become a Doctor of 
Emergency Medicine.

S A M A N T H A 
PEEBLES

Sam has been a mem-
ber of the Beta Club, 
FBLA, and Science Club 
throughout high school. 

She has also been a 
member of SHS’s Band 
of Gold for five years 
and the concert band for 
four years. She has been 
dual enrolled at STC 
while also completing 
AP and Honors classes at 
SHS, maintaining honor 
roll status.

Sam has competed 
in many events at the 
regional conference for 
FBLA and has placed 
twice. She has also com-
peted at the state conven-
tion for Beta Club. While 
participating in the SHS 
Band of Gold, Sam was 
a section leader for the 
saxophones. She is a Red 
Cord Hero for donat-
ing blood many times 
during high school. She 
completed pathways in 

art, Spanish, and band.
After graduation, she 

will be attending GSU 
to major in marketing 
with a minor in graphic 
design. She plans to ful-
fill her dream of becom-
ing a marketing man-
ager. Sam is the daugh-
ter of Donny and Jinny 
Peebles.

HEIDI PUCKETT
Heidi Puckett has been 

a member of FBLA and 
Beta Club throughout 
high school. She attend-
ed Beta Convention all 
four years and has been 
a dual enrollment stu-
dent at EGSC for seven

Semesters, accumu-
lating 39 college credit 
hours.

Heidi is the daugh-
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ter of Julie Miller. After 
graduation, she plans to 
attend EGSC as a biol-
ogy major and plans to 
pursue a degree in anes-
thesiology to become an 
anesthesiologist.

MEGAN RAY
Megan is the daugh-

ter of Marty and Angela 
Ray. While at SHS, she 
was involved in FCCLA, 
TSA, FBLA, Spanish 
Club, and Beta Club, 
where she competed at 
the national level. She 
participated in cross 
country, fancline, and 
soccer for the past three 

year,s where she received 
All-Region honors.

Megan was a Work-
Based Learning student 
at Emanuel Medical 
Center. She is a member 
of Hawhammock Baptist 
Church’s youth pro-
gram and participates in 
the praise and worship 
team, Judgment House, 
children’s ministry, and 
youth leadership team. 
She is a member of the 
Citizens Bank Advisory 
Board and is currently 
a full-time dual enroll-
ment student at EGSC. 
After graduation, Megan 
plans to pursue a bache-

lor’s degree in elementa-
ry education and a mas-
ter’s degree in occupa-
tional therapy.

KIMBERLY RIOS
Kimberly has been a 

very active student while 
at SHS. She was elect-
ed to represent her class 
on the Student Council 
all four years and was 
president as a senior. 
She serves on the 2019-
2020 Georgia 4-H State 
Board of Directors as a 
state representative and 
previously served on 
the 2018-2019 Southeast 
District Senior Board 
of Directors. Kimberly 
has competed with Beta 
Club, where she placed 
second in the state for 
Division II: Black and 
White Photography and 
served as the Beta Club 
Community Service 
chairperson for two 
years.

Kimberly has donat-
ed blood through the 
FBLA blood drives each 
year and played tennis 
for the Tigers. In 2017, 
she was selected as the 
Georgia School Boards 
Association Summer 
Conference’s motiva-
tional student speaker. 
She has also participated 
in the Fulford Leadership 
Academy at EGSC and is 
a member of the Citizens 
Bank Student Advisory 
Board. She has been a 
member of the Band of 
Gold all four years and is 
first chair in the concert 
band. She has performed 

at Carnegie Hall in New 
York and the Grand Ole 
Opry in Tennessee.

Kimberly represent-
ed her class as a home-
coming representative in 
2018 and 2019, was voted 
Friendliest by her class-
mates, and was named 
a Senior Superlative by 
the faculty of SHS. She 
has been a dual enroll-
ment student at EGSC 
since 2018 and complet-
ed pathways in Spanish, 
fine arts, and business. 
She earned Microsoft 
Office Specialist certifica-
tion in Word, Excel, and 
PowerPoint. She attends 
Holy Trinity Catholic 
Church.

Kimberly is the daugh-
ter of Zoltan and Maria 
Rios and attends Holy 
Trinity Catholic Church.  
She plans to attend UGA 
to pursue a degree in 
either communications 
or business.

G A B R I E L A 
SANCHEZ

While at SHS, Gabriela 
has been a member of 
TSA and was dual 
enrolled at STC for two 
semesters. She is certi-
fied in Microsoft Word 
through her work in 
business education. She 
has also been involved in 
her church community 
by helping during Bible 
school.

Gabriela is the daugh-
ter of Juana Perez and 
Gabriel Sanchez. Her 
plans after high school 
are to attend EGSC to 
obtain an associate 
degree in child develop-
ment and pursue a bach-
elor’s degree.

ARTHUR “KING” 
SCREWS

King has been very 
involved throughout 
high school. He has been 
a member of Beta Club 
and FBLA for all four 
years and was selected 
by his peers to serve on 
the Student Council. He 
has been able to complete 
numerous service proj-
ects with these organi-
zations. King was select-
ed by the SHS faculty 
as a Senior Superlative. 
He was also nominat-
ed for Positive Athlete 
of Georgia all four years 
and is a dual enrollment 
student at EGSC.

King has been on the 
varsity football and base-
ball teams for four years. 
In addition, he received 
All-Region Academic 
Award in both sports 
each year.

In the fall, King will 
continue at EGSC to 
complete his associate 
degree and graduate in 
December. Next spring, 
he will attend UGA to 
complete his bachelor’s 
degree in engineer-
ing and pursue a mas-
ter’s degree in business 
administration.

ARHAM SHAH
While at SHS, Arham 

has been an active mem-
ber in 4-H, FBLA, Beta 
Club, Student Council, 
Class Ring Committee, 
Chess Club, and band. 
With 4-H, he has served 
as Georgia 4-H state 
president and contin-
ues to travel around the 
country to learn and 
connect with thousands 
of students. Arham also 
played golf and tennis 
for the Tigers.

Arham is the recip-

ient of many scholar-
ships and was named 
Emanuel County DAR 
Good Citizen. He was 
selected by his peers as 
Most Likely to Succeed 
and was named Senior 
Superlative by SHS fac-
ulty. Arham plans to 
attend UGA to obtain a 
degree in agribusiness, 
then attend law school 
and eventually enter the 
state political arena.

YALIYAH SILAS
Yaliyah has been a 

member of FBLA and 
Beta Club throughout 
high school. She has also 
been active as an athlete 
on the following teams: 
softball, danceline, com-
petition cheerleading, 
football cheerleading, 
and basketball cheer-
leading. She has been a 
dual enrollment student 
at EGSC and has com-
pleted an AP Chemistry 
course while maintain-
ing honor level classes 
at SHS. Yaliyah complet-
ed an engineering and 
technology pathway and 
is Microsoft Word certi-
fied. After high school, 
she plans to join the U.S. 
Air Force. Yaliyah is the 
daughter of Synetria and 
Telly Worthen.

SKYLAR STEPHENS
Skylar has been a mem-

ber of FBLA, Beta Club, 
and FCCLA throughout 
high school. She was 
also a four-year mem-
ber of the football and 
competition cheerlead-
ing squads. During her 
years as a cheerleader, 
she received the Highest 
Average Award every 
year. Skylar made the All-
American Cheer Squad 
for UCA in 2019-2020 
was nominated for the 
Positive Athlete Georgia 
Award twice. Skylar also 
danced competitively 
with the Southern Dance 
Connection.

Skylar held sever-
al offices for FBLA and 
qualified for state and 
national competitions. 
She was voted home-
coming representative 
her sophomore year. 
Skylar served on the 
Citizens Bank Advisory 
Board and was named 
a Senior Superlative 
by the faculty at SHS. 
She was dual enrolled 
at EGSC both her junior 
and senior years.

Skylar is the daugh-
ter of Scott and Ellen 
Stephens. After gradua-
tion, she will be attend-
ing UGA to pursue a 
bachelor’s degree in 
accounting and finance. 
Skylar plans to attend 
law school.

DAMIAN THARP
Damian has been a 

member of many athlet-
ic teams while at SHS, 
including football for 
four years, basketball 
and baseball for two 
years, and soccer and 
golf for one year. He has 
also been active in FBLA, 
Beta Club, TSA, and 21st 
Century Leaders. He 
competed and placed in 
many state and national 
conventions, including 
third place in Technology 
Problem Solving (TSA), 
fourth place in Living 
Literature (Beta Club), 
and second place in 
Character Skit (Beta 
Club).

Damian transferred to 
SHS late in his freshman 

year from out of state. 
Since then, he has taken 
classes at EGSC and 
served as an intern James 
W. Buckley & Associates. 
He was also a part of the 
SHS News Show, where 
he assisted with filming 
and editing. He has also 
been selected by faculty 
as a Senior Superlative.

Damian is the son 
of Jason and Amanda 
Tharp. After gradu-
ation, he plans to con-
tinue playing football 
at Charleston Southern 
University while pursu-
ing a degree in engineer-
ing.

NANCY UBALDO
Nancy has been a 

member of TSA through-
out high school. She has 
been awarded for earn-
ing highest averages in 
American Literature/
Composition, Physical 
Science, and United 
States History II. She 
completed her business 
pathway with Microsoft 
Office Specialist certifica-
tion in Word, Excel, and 
PowerPoint. She com-
pleted the Engineering 
pathway and is certified 
by the Occupational 
Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA) 
certified.

Nancy’s parents are 
Hollie and Pablo Ubaldo. 
After graduation, she 
plans to go to EGSC for 
her associate degree in 
arts, then transfer to earn 
a bachelor’s degree at 
GSU with plans to pur-
sue a career as a writer.

SARAH “ABBI” 
WATERS

Abbi has been a mem-
ber of Beta Club, FBLA, 
and the competition and 
football cheerleading 
squads all four years. 
She was named an All-
American Cheerleader 
at UCA Camp and has 
competed at state and 
national competitions 
with Beta and FBLA. She 
is also a member of the 
Citizens Bank Student 
Advisory Board.

Abbi has taken dual 
enrollment classes at 
EGSC for the past two 
years and has completed 
a pathway in Spanish. 
She has been an honor 
roll student through-
out high school and 
has maintained a part-
time job at East Georgia 
Healthcare working in 
medical records.

Abbi is the daughter 
of Stephanie and David 
Waters of Kite. She 
plans to attend Augusta 
University to pursue a 
career as a registered 
nurse and eventually 
become a nurse practi-
tioner.

JOHN WHITE
John is the son of 

John White and Yelena 
White. During his time 
at SHS, John participat-
ed in many clubs such 
as FBLA, TSA, 4-H, and 
Beta Club. He was a 
member of the wrestling 
team, where he placed 
fourth at the region tour-
nament and advanced 
to sectionals his senior 
year. He also received the 
Academic Achievement 
Award for the team. John 
also played tennis for the 
Tigers.

He was a dual enroll-
ment student at EGSC 
and earned his associ-
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ate degree before his 
high school diploma. 
After high school, he 
plans to attend Augusta 
University to pursue a 
doctorate in physical 
therapy.

COREY WILKERSON
Corey has been 

involved in FFA all 
throughout high school 
and served as chap-
ter president his senior 
year. He has competed in 
numerous events and has 
revived multiple awards 
including third place in 
Proficiency at the state 
level. He has been a dual 
enrollment student at 
STC and has participated 
in work-based learning.

Corey is the son 
of Travis and Angie 
Wilkerson and plans to 
attend GSU.

MATTHEW “BLAKE” 
WILLIAMS

Blake has been a mem-
ber of FBLA, TSA, FFA, 
Student Council, Citizens 
Bank Advisory Board, 
the SHS News Team, and 
21st Century Leaders 
while in high school. He 
was a TSA officer all four 
years and placed third 
for Video On-Demand at 
the state conference.

Blake was chosen by 
his classmates for hav-
ing the most Tiger pride 
and as member of the 
homecoming court. He 
has also named a Senior 
Superlative by the facul-
ty at SHS. Blake is well-
known around SHS for 
his “Gooood morning, 
Swainsboro High School” 
greeting, followed by 
the Pledge of Allegiance 
every morning. He also 
took pride in his role as 
Meteorologist Steve on 
the school news show.

Blake is the grandson 
of Scotty and Valerie 
Hall. After graduation, 
he plans to continue 
working at Nordson and 
going to EGSC, hoping 
to continue at GSU in the 
future to obtain a degree 
in engineering or film.

TYKERIA WILLIS
Tykeria has been a 

member of FBLA and 
the softball team for four 
years. She was named 
First Team All-Region 
and awarded for highest 
batting average her 10th 
grade year. She has taken 
honors classes through-
out high school and man-
aged to juggle the stress 
of academics and prac-
tice every day.

Tykeria is the daugh-
ter of Tibarrius Willis and 
Lakesia Mills. She has 
enlisted in the U.S. Army 
and will report to basic 
training in July.

KADE YOUMANS
Kade has been a four-

year member of the foot-
ball and baseball teams. 
He was quarterback and 
team captain his junior 
and senior seasons. 
He was named Region 
2-AA Offensive Player 
of the Year and GACA 
All-State Quarterback 
both seasons. He earned 
All-Region Academic 
honors three years in a 
row. Kade’s senior year, 
he was selected to play 
in the Georgia/South 
Carolina Border Bowl. He 
finished his high school 
football career as the all-
time passing leader in 
yards and touchdowns 
in Swainsboro history. 
In addition, Kade was a 

four-year starter for the 
baseball team.

Kade is a member 
of the Citizens Bank 
Student Advisory Board, 
completed his business 
pathway and earned 
Microsoft Specialist cer-
tification. He was cho-
sen by his classmates as 
a senior homecoming 
representative and Most 
Attractive. He was also 
named Senior Superlative 
by the SHS faculty.

Kade is the son of Randy 
and Karen Youmans. 
After graduation, he will 
attend Georgia Southern 
University to major in 
education. He plans to 
become a teacher and 
coach.

S T E P H A N I E 
YOUNGBLOOD

Stephanie has been a 
member of Beta Club, 
FBLA, and the SHS Band 
of Gold marching and 
concert bands while at 
SHS. She has served as 
clarinet section leader the 
past two years and has 
been a leading clarinetist 
in concert band perfor-
mances. She was select-
ed for both District and 
UGA honor bands and 
was chosen as the most 
improved band student 
her sophomore year. She 
had the opportunity to 
visit New York City and 
perform with the Annie 
Moses Band at Carnegie 
Hall in January 2018. She 
has also attended the 
Annie Moses Fine Arts

Summer Academy in 
Nashville, Tennessee, 
where she was able to 
play at the Grand Ole 
Opry.

With the Beta Club, 
Stephanie received an 
award for completing 
the most service hours. 
She has been a Dual 
Enrollment student at 
EGSC in addition to tak-
ing honors and AP level 
classes at SHS.

Stephanie is the daugh-
ter of Lisa and Stephen 
Youngblood. After grad-
uation, she plans to 
attend GSU for a bach-
elor’s degree in biolo-
gy, then UGA’s College 
of Veterinary Medicine 
to pursue her dream of 
becoming a veterinarian.
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SHS Honor Graduate...
(From page 8)

Swainsboro High School Class of 2020

CLARISSA DENISE 
ACEVEDO

GISSELLE LISSET 
CALEL ARAGON

ALEXANDER XAVIER 
OMARION D’IANTE ARCHIE

CHRISTIAN COLE 
BELL

NEKEL TYRONE 
BOSTIC

ZY’QUAN TAEYUN 
BOSTIC

ZY’QUANNA TONYAÉ 
BOSTIC

ADRIANNA RAYE 
BRASWELL

JOSHUA TYLER
 BRINSON

ASIANIAH ZAKIYA 
SADIE BROWN

KENNETH ANTHONY 
BURKAMP

ALEXA PAIGE 
CARAWAY

GARY MONTAYA 
BROWN II

JA’VON MARQUAN 
OLAJUWUAN BROWN

JAYLEN TYRELL 
CARSWELL

O’DASHA IYANA 
CARSWELL

ROMELLO D’CARLOS 
CARSWELL

WESTLEY MITCHELL 
CARTWRIGHT

BILLY VAN 
CHAPMAN III

MELINDA LEE 
CHAPPELL
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Swainsboro High School Class of 2020

NATHAN ISMAY 
COPELAND

AAJAYLAH BARBRIANNA 
CORLEY

TAHEENA TASHAY 
CORLEY

ZA’MAURIA NYKIA 
DAVID

KA’YUN O’MARII 
DAVIS

GEORGE WILLIAM 
DONALDSON III

JOSIE DONAE 
DRAKE

JOHN GIBSON 
DREW

CHRISTOPHER LEE 
DURDEN

ENDIA E’NYRA 
EDWARDS

SH’NYAH LASHONDA 
ELLISON

KALEIGH HANA 
ELY

ADRIANNA 
SHANTESE FIELDS

CHLOE DIANA 
GASKIN

LOGAN ANDREW 
GAY

KENARD ARMANI 
GILLIS

YADIRA GONZALEZ 
DEMILLION

WARREN DAVID 
DONALDSON JR

MAKAYLA AYLES 
EASON

CHRISTOPHER 
DYLAN EDWARDS

JOCELYN MICHELE 
FRANKLIN

ANDREW WILLIAM 
FULLER

DONNIE EDWARD 
GORDY

IMMANUEL ISAIAH 
HACKETT

ELY JORDAN 
FAIRCLOTH

JA’KAYLA QUINTIANA 
DAVIS

“Don’t judge 
each day by 
the harvest 

you reap but 
by the seeds 

that you 
plant.” 

– Robert 
Louis 

Stevenson



The Forest-Blade • Graduation 2020 • www.EmanuelCountyLive.com • Swainsboro, Georgia • May 20, 2020 11 

Swainsboro High School Class of 2020

ISAIAH NEHEMIAH 
HALL

TYLASIA BEYONCÉ 
NICOLE HALL

IMANI SHANTÉ 
HARMON

JA’LISA LYNETTE 
HARMON

KAMRYN ELISE 
HEARD

JOHN CHARLES 
HENDERSON IV

CARLEY SHEA 
HORTON

MICHAELA ANN 
HUDSON

JOSHUA CALHOUN 
HANNAH

JADAH TIANA
 HARRISON

NIXON JORDAN 
HOOKS

ZACHARY BRIAN 
HUNTER

ASA LANCE 
HUTCHESON

EMILY ANNE 
HUTCHESON

TYKIERIANNA 
KENARA JACKSON

DALTON CUTTER 
JACOBS

“Success doesn’t rush. The greatest 
reward is the journey!” – Jeff Moore

ANDREW CHASE 
JOHNSON

ROANASSIA 
JAMONICA JOHNSON
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“The best way to predict your future is to create it.” 
– Abraham Lincoln

HUNTER BLAINE 
JONES

JAZMIN TY 
JONES

CORNELIUS L
ARNARDO JORDAN JR

EMILY ANNE 
KEA

ANDREW MYLES 
KERSEY

ARTIS BOB 
KINGSBERRY IV

PHILLIP SCOTT 
KIRBY JR.

DONTE KESHON 
KIRKLAND

SIERRA ALEXIS 
LAMAR

SIERRA RAQUEL 
LANDAVERDE

IAN MIGUEL 
LAZO

THURMAN BLAKE 
LEE

AUIJA ZYBREYAH 
LOCKE

O’KELIUS JEVONT 
LOTT

AMERICA LEINAD 
MALDONADO

ANDRES JOSE 
MARTIN

ANTHONY MAGARITO 
MARTINEZ

VADALIA NICOLE 
MARTINEZ

“Don’t say you don’t have enough time. You have exactly the 
same number of hours per day that were given to Helen Keller, 

Pasteur, Michaelangelo, Mother Teresea, Leonardo da Vinci, 
Thomas Jefferson, and Albert Einstein.” – H. Jackson Brown Jr.

Swainsboro High School Class of 2020

MADISON AMBER 
MOORE

DEONDRÉ JAMARI 
MILES

DILLON ROCKY
MILLER

JA’MICHAEL DASHON 
MURPHY

ARGEL SAID 
NAVA

BRYSON RYAN
 NEWSOME
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TIMOTHY AUSTIN 
PARKS

KRISHI MAHESHKU-
MAR PATEL

MITALI MUKESH 
PATEL

JARET PHILLIP 
PAUL

KYTLE RONALD-
LANIER PHILLIPS

ROBERTO CARLOS 
PINEIRO

TOMMY LEE 
PORTER III

TYAN KHALIL 
POSLEY

JOSEPH BRADLEY 
OGLESBY

MEAGAN GRACE 
PALMORE

JOSIE LAUREN 
PEEBLES

SAMANTHA DON’EE 
PEEBLES

HEIDI CAROLINE 
PUCKETT

MEGAN ELIZABETH 
RAY

KIMBERLY 
RIOS

BLAKELEY DAVID 
POWELL

CORY ALLEN 
POWELL

DAWSEN TANNER 
PULLEN

GARY DWAYNE 
PURVIS JR.

KEIYONA JACKIRA 
QUEEN’NIYA REEVES

JANOTTA ALEXIS 
RICKS

CHRISTIAN JACOB 
ROSAS

NEALROLLIS LAGOT-
TAY ROBERTS JR.

HUNTER CHRISTOPHER 
O’BRIAN ROBINSON

“How far you go in life depends on your being tender with the young, compas-
sionate with the aged, sympathetic with the striving and tolerant of the weak 

and the strong. Because someday in life you will have been all of these.” 
-George Washington Carver

Swainsboro High School Class of 2020

ARTHUR KING 
SCREWS IV

KARLA BROOKE 
SACARIAS

GABRIELA LIZET 
SANCHEZ

DIXIE LASHAY 
SCRUGGS

JAQUAVIUS JAVOWN 
SEABROUGH

ARHAM 
SHAH
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CIERRA LYNN 
SHERROD

YALIYAH YA’SHIRA 
SILAS

KEVIN MARK 
STARNES JR.

ARMANIE COLLIN 
SIMS

TYWAN LA’SHON 
SMITH

LEUNTAY TY’SHON 
STARNES

MACY ANGELA 
STEWART

DEKERRONNA 
SHAWNTAE STEPHENS

SKYLAR NICOLE 
STEPHENS

DAMIAN HUNTER 
THARP

ROBERT BRIAN
 TAYLOE

JAVARIUS DAVONTAE 
TAYLOR

TONY MAURICE 
TILLMON JR.

CHI THIEN 
VO

MIRANDA ANNE 
TUTTLE

SARAH ABBIGALE 
WATERS

CAM’RON KAYVON 
WEISE

NOAH DAVID 
WAY

JOHN VLADIMIR, 
WHITE

“Live your life each day as you would 
climb a mountain. An occasional glance 
towards the summit keeps the goal in 

mind, but many beautiful scenes are to be 
observed from each new vintage point.” 

– Harold B Melchart

Swainsboro High School Class of 2020

A’LEXUS IRANEISHA 
WILCHER

COREY DWAYNE 
WILKERSON

JEREMY JEROME
 WILLIAMS JR.

KAMERON LINDSEY 
WILLIAMS

MATHEW BLAKE 
WILLIAMS

NANCY 
UBALDO

RASHAD
 SHEDRICK

“Champions aren’t made in gyms. Champions are made from something they 
have deep inside them: a desire, a dream, a vision. They have to have the skill 
and the will. But the will must be stronger than the skill.” – Muhammad Ali
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MYSHIONNA MYN-
GNON WORTHEN

NAJAYE’AH SAGE’ION 
YOUNG

STEPHANIE ELIZA-
BETH YOUNGBLOOD

Swainsboro High School Class of 2020

ELISHA KADE 
YOUMANS

BRIANNA JONEÉ 
YOUNG

JESSALYNN 
DELSHANA YOUNG

TYKERIA NASHAY 
WILLIS

THOMAS ALVIN 
WILLIAMSON

JERMANI XAIRE 
CENTURI WIMBERLY

Not pictured:
Amber Renee Derriso

Aaliyah Daniels
Jessie Davis

Alexius Jones
Miracle Aierl Jones

Maxim Kraemer
Asia Miles

Grason Sweet

SHS graduates announce future plans
Clarissa Acevedo 

plans to attend Georgia 
Southern University 
(GSU) to study nursing.

Alexander Archie 
plans to attend East 
Georgia State College 
(EGSC) to study and 
obtain a career in law.

Cole Bell plans 
to attend Augusta 
Technical College and 
pursue a career as an 
occupational therapist. 
He hopes to work in a 
practice near his home-
town. 

Raye Braswell plans 
to attend EGSC for an 
associate degree, then 
transfer to GSU to pur-
sue a degree and career 
in speech pathology.

Nekel Bostic plans 
to attend college, play 
football, and major in 
physical education.

Zyquan Bostic plans 
to attend Columbus 
State University to 
study fine arts and 
music programming.

Zyquanna Bostic 
plans to join the US 
Army.

Tyler Brinson plans 
to attend EGSC and 
play baseball for two 
years then further his 
education at GSU.

Asia Brown plans to 
attend college and con-
tinue to play sports on a 
higher level and major 
in criminal justice.

Gary Brown plans to 
design his own clothing 
brand.

Javon Brown plans to 
attend Savannah State 
University to study 
mechanical engineer-
ing to become a diesel 
mechanic.

Alexa Caraway plans 
attend college to work 
toward a career as a 
dental hygienist. 

Jaylen Carswell plans 
to study welding and 
make it a career.

O’Dasha Carswell 
plans to attend college 
to become a licensed 
practical nurse.

Romello Carswell 
plans to attend college 
to study criminal justice 
and become a lawyer.

Melinda Chappell 
plans to attend 
Southeastern Technical 
College (STC) to study 
cosmetology.

Josh Collins plans 
to join the military for 
eight years, then pursue 
a career as a mechanic. 
He also wants to get 
married and design his 
own house. 

Aajaylah Corley 
plans to attend college 
to study child develop-
ment. Her career goal is 
to own a daycare.  

Taheena Corley plans 
to join the U.S. Air Force 
after graduation.

Kia David has enlist-
ed in the U.S. Air Force 
for four years.

Ka’Yun Davis plans 
to attend college for 
business and play foot-
ball. 

William Donaldson 
plans to obtain an asso-
ciate degree in busi-
ness administration 
from EGSC, then trans-
fer to a larger school and 
pursue a film degree, 
hoping to land a career 
in the film business. 

Josie Drake plans to 
study psychology at 
University of Georgia 
(UGA) and obtain a 
medical degree in neu-
ropsychology. 

Christopher Durden 
plans to attend EGSC 
and pursue an asso-
ciate degree in busi-
ness, then transfer to 

the Savannah College 
of Art and Design for 
Film. 

Dylan Edwards plans 
to study engineering at 
GSU to obtain a career 
in either mechanical or 
electrical engineering.

Endia Edwards plans 
to join the U.S. Army 
and become an active 
duty nurse.

Sh’nyah Ellison 
plans to attend EGSC to 
study early childhood 
(Continued on page 16)



education and pursue 
a career as a teacher.

Kaleigh Ely plans to 
pursue a degree in cos-
metology at STC.

Adrianna Fields 
plans to attend Valdosta 
State University to 
study anesthesiology.

Jocelyn Franklin 
plans to attend EGSC 
to receive an associate 
degree in business man-
agement, then further 
her education at GSU 
to obtain a bachelor’s 
degree in recreational 
sports. 

Andrew Fuller plans 
to continue his educa-
tion.

Chloe Gaskin plans 
to attend GSU and 
become a child life spe-
cialist.

Logan Gay plans to 
enter the work force in 
the transportation/ser-
vice industry. 

Kenard Gillis plans to 
attend STC and become 
a diesel mechanic.

Yadira Gonzalez 
plans to study nursing 
at GSU and become a 
registered nurse.

Donnie Gordy plans 
to attend college for 
either filming/editing 
or cyber security. 

Isaiah Hall plans to 
enlist in the U.S. Marine 
Corps and join their 
Musician Enlistment 
Option Program.

Joshua Hannah plans 
to complete an associ-
ate degree in English 
at EGSC, then trans-
fer to Kennesaw State 
University to obtain a 
bachelor’s degree in 
modern language and 
culture. His career goal 
is to become interpreter. 

Imani Harmon plans 
to go to college to earn 
a business management 
degree then attend culi-
nary school. Her career 
goal is to operate her 
own restaurants and do 
some modeling. 

Ja’Lisa Harmon plans 
to join the military. 

Jadah Harrison plans 
to attend Savannah 
College of Art and 
Design to become a 
fashion designer.

Kamryn Heard plans 
to make a career in the 
U.S. Army. She hopes 
to finish her degree 
in mathematics while 
serving and eventually 
become a cardiologist.

Nix Hooks plans to 
attend EGSC, then GSU 
to major in engineering 
or construction man-
agement.  

Carley Horton plans 
to attend Ogeechee 
Technical College and 
study in the veterinari-
an technician program.

Michaela Hudson 
plans to go to college 
to study nursing and 
make it a career. 

Zachary Hunter plans 
are to attend GSU to 
obtain degrees in sports 
medicine and business.

Emily Hutcheson 
plans to attend EGSC to 
obtain a degree in biol-
ogy with a career goal 
of becoming a labor and 
delivery nurse.

Lance Hutcheson 
plans to attend GSU to 

pursue a career in busi-
ness. 

Ty’Kierianna Jackson 
plans to study crimi-
nal justice at Georgia 
Military College.

Andrew Johnson 
plans to attend GSU to 
pursue a degree in engi-
neering.

Roanassia Johnson 
plans to attend EGSC to 
study nursing with the 
career goal of becom-
ing a nurse practitioner. 
After receiving her 
degree, she would like 
to move to Augusta 
to work at University 
Hospital.

CJ Jordan plans to go 
to college to become a 
veterinary assistant. 

Emily Kea plans to 
attend Georgia College 
and State Universi-
ty (GCSU) to major in 
biology and try out for 
their cheer team. Her 
career goal is to obtain 
a career in the medical 
field.  

Andrew Kersey has 
enlisted in the U.S. 
Army and plans to 
make a career out of 
serving our country.

A r t i s 
Kingsberry plans 
to attend college at a 
two-year college, then 
transfer to a four- year 
college and continue to 
play basketball. 

Sierra Lamar has 
enlisted in the U.S. 
Army. She reports to 
Fort Leonard Wood, 
Missouri in June for 
basic training and plans 
to complete Military 
Police Officer Advanced 
Individual Training.

Sierra Landaverde 
plans to obtain a 
Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing from EGSC.

Blake Lee plans to 
continue his studies 
at STC and pursue a 
career in automotive 
mechanics. 

Auija Locke plans 
to study nursing at 
Ogeechee Technical 
College.

America Maldonado 
plans to study econom-
ics at GSU, then go to 
law school to become a 
lawyer. 

Andy Martin plans 
to attend UGA to 
major in Business 
Administration and 
pursue a career in this 
field.  

Anthony Martinez 
plans to attend STC 
where he will study 
truck driving to make it 
a career.

Vadalia Martinez 
plans to continue at 
STC to obtain a degree 
in nursing.

Asia Miles plans to 
attend GSU to obtain 
a bachelor’s degree in 
accounting.

Dillon Miller plans to 
join the U.S. Air Force 
and protect his country. 

Madison Moore 
plans to attend GSU 
to major in mechanical 
engineering. 

Ja’Michael Murphy 
plans to attend GSU 
to obtain a bachelor’s 
degree in business. His 
career goal is to run his 
own business. 

Bryson Newsome 
plans to attend GSU to 
major in psychology.

Meagan Palmore 
plans to attend GSU 
and obtain a degree 
in fashion merchan-
d i s i n g / m a r k e t i n g . 
Austin Parks plans 
to attend EGSC, then 
transfer to an art school 
like Savannah College 
of Art and Design to 
pursue a career in art. 
He also plans to join the 
National Guard.

Krishi Patel plans 
to major in biology at 
UGA. Her career is to 
become a neurosur-
geon.

Mitali Patel plans to 
study computer science 
at Georgia Institute of 
Technology to work 
toward a career in the 
cybersecurity field.

Jaret Paul plans to 
continue his education.

Josie Peebles plans 
to attend UGA, where 
she will major in biolo-
gy/pre-medicine. After 
completing her under-
graduate degree, she 
intends to go to med-
ical school to become 
a Doctor of Emergency 
Medicine.

Sam Peebles plans 
to major in business 
at GSU and pursue a 
career in marketing. 

Kytle Phillips plans 
to serve in the U.S. 
Marine Corps.

Tommy Porter plans 
to attend Brewton 
Parker College to study 
fitness management 
and try out for the soc-
cer team.

Blakeley Powell 
plans to get a job work-
ing as an electrician.

Cory Powell plans 
to attend STC study-
ing HVAC and auto 
mechanics. He then 
plans to enter the work-
force in one or both of 
these fields.

Heidi Puckett plans 
to continue her educa-
tion at EGSC studying 
biology. After obtain-
ing a bachelor’s degree, 
she plans to transfer 
to Augusta University. 
Her career goal is to be 
an anesthesiologist.

Keiyona Reeves plans 
to attend University of 
West Georgia to study 
English and become a 
writer.

Kimberly Rios plans 
to attend UGA to pur-
sue a degree in commu-
nications.

Christian Rosas plans 
is to obtain a welding 
degree. He also plans to 
build a farm, raise some 
cows, horses, pigs, and 
chickens and enjoy the 
simple life. 

Karla Sacarias plans 
to attend EGSC to pur-
sue a degree in psychol-
ogy.

King Screws plans to 
attend EGSC this sum-
mer and fall to obtain an 
associate degree. He 
then plans to attend the 
UGA to obtain an engi-
neering degree.

Dixie Scruggs plans 
to attend STC in pursuit 
of a career as a regis-
tered nurse.

Arham Shah plans 
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SHS graduates announce...
(From page 15)

(continued on page 17)
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Arham Shah plans 
to attend the UGA to 
major in political sci-
ence while getting a 
minor in agribusiness. 
He aspires to one day 
be the governor of 
Georgia.

Rashad Shedrick 
plans to finish his 
education in diesel 
mechanics at STC.

Yaliyah Silas plans 
to join the U.S. Air 
Force.

KJ Starnes plans to 
attend college and play 
football.

LeUntay Starnes has 
enlisted in the U.S. 
Army.

Keri Stephens plans 
to attend GSU to pur-
sue a degree in nurs-
ing. She hopes to earn 
licensure as a licensed 
practical nurse then 
pursue a Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing 
at Clayton State 
University in Morrow.  

Skylar Stephens 
plans to attend UGA to 
major in accounting/
finance. She will then 
attend law school to 
become an attorney.

Grason Sweet plans 
to join the U.S. Marine 
Corps and, while in the 
service, study diesel 
mechanics and engi-
neering. 

Robert Tayloe plans 
to be a welder and 

work on the road.
Javarius Taylor 

plans to attend South 
Georgia State College 
in Douglas to major in 
computer science.

Damian Tharp plans 
to continue his football 
career at Charleston 
Southern University 
in South Carolina and 
work towards an engi-
neering degree. 

Miranda Tuttle plans 
to attend STC to study 
nursing with the career 
goal of being a regis-
tered nurse. 

Nancy Ubaldo plans 
to go to EGSC to pur-
sue a general studies 
degree and to find her 
own path in life.

Chi Vo plans to enter 
the workforce after 
graduation.

Abbi Waters plans 
to attend Augusta 
University’s nursing 
program in the fall. 
She hopes to obtain a 
career as medical-sur-
gical nurse.

A’Lexus Wilcher 
plans to go to college 
to study biology. Her 
career is to become a 
pediatrician.

Corey Wilkerson 
plans to attend GSU to 
study business.

Blake Williams 
plans to attend EGSC, 
then transfer to GSU to 
study engineering.

Thomas Williamson 

plans to continue in the 
workforce as a welder, 
most likely working 
on the road as a mill-
wright.

Tykeria Willis has 
enlisted into the U.S. 
Army and plans to 
study engineering.

Myshionna Worthen 
plans to attend GSU 
to study nursing to 
obtain a career in the 
medical field. 

Kade Youmans plans 
to attend GSU to study 
sports management 
with the career goal 
of becoming a football 
coach.

Brianna Young plans 
to attend EGSC, then 
transfer to GSU to 
study biology and to 
pursue a career as a 
veterinarian.

Jessalynn Young 
plans to attend 
Kennesaw State 
University and pursue 
a career in materials 
engineering.

Najaye’ah Young 
plans to join the U.S. 
Air Force and study 
mechanical engineer-
ing.

S t e p h a n i e 
Youngblood plans to 
attend GSU to study 
biology, then UGA to 
work towards her doc-
torate in veterinary 
medicine. Her lifelong 
dream is to become a 
veterinarian.

SHS graduates announce...
(From page 16)

“My favorite 
animal is the 

turtle. The 
reason is that 
in order for 
the turtle to 

move, it has to 
stick its neck 

out. There 
are going to 
be times in 

your life when 
you’re going 

to have to stick 
your neck out. 
There will be 

challenges and 
instead of hid-
ing in a shell, 

you have to go 
out and meet 
them.” – Ruth 
Westheimer
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Emanuel County Institute Class of 2020
Bryston James Akridge, Kyela Marie Baker, 

Ni’Zhay McClain Baldwin, Timothy Kane Bell, 
Jah’Kenya Keyashia Louise Brown, Savannah 
Paige Bush, TynAsia Adavianna Clark, Anna 
Elizabeth Clifton, Makayla Brooke Clifton, 
Ky’Asia La’Shai Coney, JaQuon Rakeen Cuyler, 
Montelia Aaliyah Daughtry, Alana Nicole 
Day, Eria Traeisha Donaldson, Evan Bailey 
Durden, Timothy Chase Edenfield, Zera Layne 
Edenfield, Owen James Elliott, Rivial Lamar 
Evans, Perry James Fann, Ana Belem Fiscal 
Malaga, Sedrick March Frazier, Mason Alan 
Funderburk, Katrina Nichole Hackle, Kadin 

Rhett Harper, Kyle Christopher Harrell, Zoie 
Elaine Harrell, Maggie Grace Hayslip, Garret 
Allan Holt, Chasity Brianna Johnson, Haleigh 
Alexis Johnson, Brandon Reid Campbell Jones, 
Cordell Wyatt Jones, Aeriell Michelle Denise 
Jordan, Ja’Rell Larnard Grady Jordan, Mikayla 
JKhia Kelly, Kendall Marie Lane, Lacey Dale 
Lane, Jamie Lamar Lee, Rhikanna Katherine Lee, 
Cameron Lamar Mack, Sylvester Markell Mack, 
Kaylee Joanna Martin, Ansley Lynette McQuaig, 
Ethan Luke Merier, Curtis James Mincey, O’Shea 
Jyrell Moody, Abby McKenzie Morton, Brandon 
Trevon Newkirt, Ja’lexis Deshandra M. Oglesby, 

Nathaniel Lane Padgett, Brant Alexander Page, 
Erica TaShala Patterson, Erin Talia Patterson, 
Tiesha Janee’ Postel, Jeremiah Malik Pullens, 
Tanayshia Emmarion Redding, Seth Jamason 
Riner, Donasia Shantel Robertson, Cynthia Marie 
Salinas, Bailey Elizabeth Sanders, Chrishirya 
Jernae Sapp, Allyssa Lynn Sasser, Ryan Alan 
Singer, Morgan Brooks Slater, Christian Tirrell 
Smith, Kristin Elaine Smoyer, Logan Garrett 
Tapley, Mitchell Zane Taylor, Tyneisha Camiah 
Thomas, William Austin Trull, Kayla Ann Watson, 
Hal Leo Wilson, Leanne Amanda Wright, and 
Tionna Nicole Young

“All our dreams can come true… if we have the 
courage to pursue them.” – Walt Disney

ECI Honor Graduate Biographies
Kyela Baker is the 

daughter of Scott Baker 
and Daffney Dailey. 
Her accomplishments 
include: completed three 
semesters of college 
classes, Honor Roll, and 
honor graduate.

Makayla Clifton is 
the daughter of Mikell 
Clifton and Brook 
Hooks. Her accomplish-
ments include: four-year 
region champion in soft-
ball, Honor Roll student 
all four years of high 
school, two trips to the 
Elite 8 for softball, and a 
member of the Citizens 

Bank Advisory Board.
Montelia Daughtry is 

the daughter of Gilbert 
and Mary Daughtry. 
Her accomplishments 
include: Star Honor Roll, 
Honor Roll, Senior Beta 
member, FBLA member, 
FCCLA member, 21st 
Century leader member, 
JROTC cadet, dance-
line member, 12th grade 
homecoming represen-
tative and Miss ECI, 
and completed a path-
way in Business and 
Technology,

Alana Day is the 
daughter of Allison Day. 
Her accomplishments 
include: Star Honor Roll 
and Honor Roll, 2019 
Augusta University 
African American 
Scholars, Presbyterian 
College 2019 Junior 
Fellow Scholar, 2019 
Governor ’s Honors 
Communicative Arts, 
2020 Bobcat L.E.A.D. 
Society, and Academic E 
2016-2019.

Eria Donaldson is the 
daughter of Trakeisha 
Williams. Her accom-
plishments include: 
ninth through 12th grade 
varsity cheerleader and 
captain senior year, 
ninth through 12th grade 
JROTC, FCCLA member 
senior year, nominated 
for All American, and 
honor graduate.

Evan Durden is the 
son of John and Jeana 
Durden. His accom-
plishments include: Mr. 
ECI, homecoming court, 
Citizens Bank Advisory 
Board, First Team All-
Region Offensive Line, 
Second Team All-Region 
Defensive Line, All-
Region Offensive Line 
Honorable Mention, 
12th Man Award, and 
Academic E.

Zera Edenfield is 
the daughter of Kevin 
and Anetria Edenfield. 
Her accomplishments 
include: Star Honor Roll, 
2020 Honor Graduate 
Southeastern Technical 
College, Top 10 graduate 
of Class of 2020, dual 
enrollment student since 
2018, Student Advisory 
Board during sev-
enth and ninth grades, 
Citizens Bank Advisory 
Board, Future Business 
Leader of America 
member all four years 
of high school (placed 
first and eighth in two 
competitions at the state 
level), Future Farmers 
of America member all 

four years of high school, 
Family and Consumer 
Science member all four 
years of high school, 
Junior and Senior Beta 
member from sixth 
grade through senior 
year, Academic E recip-
ient from sixth grade 
through senior year, 
attended the Georgia 
12th Youth Leadership 
Summit, Congressman 
Rick Allen’s 21st Century 
Leader ninth through 
12th grade, Sudie Fulford 
Leadership Academy 
during 11th grade, 
Most Athletic Senior 
Superlative, homecom-
ing court as a freshman 
and sophomore, ECI’s 
student athletic train-
er all four years of high 
school, and ECI’s nom-
inee for Exchange Club 
Youth of the Year for 
Emanuel County.

Ana Fiscal Malaga 
is the daughter of Juan 
Cortez and Clementina 
Malaga. She is an honor 
graduate and a member 
of the yearbook staff.

Sedrick Frazier, son of 
Lori Cooper, is an honor 
graduate.

K. Rhett Harper is the 
son of Chad and Melissa 
Harper. His accom-
plishments include: Star 
Honor Roll, Academic E, 
Linebacker Award, and 
two football academic 
awards.

Kyle Harrell is the 
son of Bryan Harrell 
and Dawn Baker. He is 
a dual enrollment partic-
ipant and a Work-Based 
Learning participant.

Maggie Hayslip is the 
daughter of Michael and 
Joy Hayslip. Her accom-
plishments include:

9th grade — Academic 
E, Star Honor Roll, FFA 
member, FFA horse judg-
ing, tennis

10th grade — 
Academic E, Star Honor 
Roll, FFA member, FFA 
officer (chaplain), FFA ag 
communications, high-
est average in Spanish 1, 
tennis

11th grade — 
Academic E, Star Honor 
Roll, FFA member, FFA 
officer (sentinel), highest 
average in Business and 
Technology, dual enroll-
ment student at East 
Georgia State College, 
ambassador of Bobcat 
L.E.A.D. Society, Sudie 
Fulford Leadership 
Academy, Georgia 
Certificate of Merit

12th grade — 

Academic E, Honor Roll, 
dual enrollment student 
at East Georgia State 
College, Citizens Bank 
Advisory Board

Chasity Johnson is the 
daughter of Eric Johnson 
and Kristy Clements. 
Her accomplishments 
include: FFA officer 
during 10th and 11th 
grades, Academic E all 
four years, Star Honor 
Roll all four years, high-
est average in General 
Horticulture and Plant 
Science in ninth grade, 
highest average in 
Nursery and Landscape 
in 10th grade, completed 
an agriculture pathway, 
Georgia Certificate of 
Merit as a junior, high-
est average in Business 
& Technology as well as 
American Literature in 
11th grade, dual enroll-
ment participant, EGSC 
Leadership Award in 
11th grade, and Citizens 
Bank Student Advisory 
Board during 12th grade

Aeriell Jordan is the 
daughter of Natalie 
Jordan and the late Sgt. 
James Jordan. Her accom-
plishments include:

9th grade: Academic 
E, named ECI Marching 
Band band sergeant, 
Georgia FBLA winner 
(second place), joined 
the National Society for 
High School Scholars

10th grade: awarded 
Highest Overall Average 
Band Pin, earned second 
Academic E, joined 21st 
Century Leaders

11th grade: Named 
ECI Marching Band 
Woodwind Captain, 
earned third Academic 
E, began dual enrollment 
journey at Southeastern 
Technical College

12th grade: Named 
ECI Marching Band 
band captain, awarded 
NSHSS Honor Stole and 
Cord, earned Star Honor 
Roll, named ECI Honor 
Graduate, selected to 
be a part of the Citizens 
Bank Student Advisory 
Board, granted accep-
tance into Georgia State 
University

Kendall Lane is the 
daughter of Marie Lane. 
Her accomplishments 
include: East Georgia 
State College dual enroll-
ment participant, mem-
ber of Spirit of the Dogs 
Marching Band, JROTC 
cadet, and Senior Beta 
Club member.

Rhikanna Lee is the 
(Continued on page 19)

ECI names 32 honor graduates
The following Class of 2020 students from Emanuel County Institute earned honor graduate status: 
Kyela Baker, Makayla Clifton, Montelia Daughtry, Alana Day, Eria Donaldson, Evan Durden, Zera 

Edenfield, Ana Malaga, Sedrick Frazier, Rhett Harper, Kyle Harrell, Maggie Hayslip, Chasity Johnson, 
Aeriell Jordan, Kendall Lane, Rhikanna Lee, Sylvester Mack, Kaylee Martin, Ansley McQuaig, CJ Mincey, 
Jalexis Oglesby, Erin Patterson, Tanayshia Redding, Seth Riner, Cynthia Salinas, Bailey Sanders, Ryan Singer, 
Christian Smith, Kristin Smoyer, Trey Wilson, Leanne Wright, and Tionna Young



daughter of Angela 
moody and Ricky Lee. 
As a freshman and a 
sophomore, she was a 
member of the varsity 
track team. She was also 
a varsity softball player, 
varsity basketball play-
er, JROTC cadet, and the 
ROTC battalion sergeant 
major all four years.

Sylvester Mack is the 
son of Stephanie Brodus 
and Sylvester Mack. 
His accomplishments 
include: Star Honor 
Roll, Sudie Fulford 
Leadership Academy, 
Nordon Career program, 
Southeastern Technical 
College dual enrollment 
participant in Computer 
Information Systems, 
and honor graduate.

Kaylee Martin is 
the daughter of Tracey 
Martin and Johnny 
Martin. She is a mem-
ber of Future Business 
Leaders of America, 
received a business cer-
tificate, and the Best 
Student Award in Art.

Ansley McQuaig is 
the daughter of Brooke 
Marsh and the late Scott 
McQuaig. Her accom-
plishments include: 
Star Honor Roll all 
four years, Academic E 
Award, highest average 
in AP U.S. History in 
2018, Governor’s Honors 
semi-finalist in 2019, 
UGA Certificate of Merit 
Award in 2019, first 
team all-region all four 
years of high school, and 
Softball Defensive MVP

CJ Mincey is the son of 
Jack and Carol Mincey. 
He earned Star Honor 
Roll all four years.

Jalexis Oglesby is the 
daughter of Deandre 

Williams and Anthony 
Oglesby. She is a mem-
ber of the National 
Society Daughters of the 
American Colonists and 
completed a horticulture 
pathway.

Erin Patterson is the 
daughter of William 
Bill Brown and the late 
Pamela Patterson. She 
is an East Georgia State 
College dual enrollment 
participant and Work-
Based Learning partici-
pant with Durden Bank.

Tanayshia Redding is 
the daughter of Tanisha 
Eady. She is a member 
of JROTC, FBLA, and 
Senior Beta Club.

Seth Riner is the son 
of Jamason and Penny 
Riner. He received the 
Academic E and partic-
ipated in dual enroll-
ment with Southeastern 
Technical College.

Cynthia Salinas is 
the daughter of Sofia 
Lara and Carlos Salinas. 
Her accomplishments 
include:

9th grade — Star 
Honor Roll and Band 
Competition: Excellent 
Performance

10th grade — Honor 
Roll, Band Competition: 
Superior Performance

11th grade — Star 
Honor Roll, Band 
Competition: Superior 
Performance, East 
Georgia L.E.A.D Award

12th grade — Star 
Honor Roll, Band 
Competition: Excellent 
Performance, Fulford 
Youth Leadership 
Academy.

Bailey Sanders is the 
daughter of Jim and 
Kimmy Sanders. 

9th grade — FBLA 
member, Beta Club mem-

ber, Star Honor Roll, 
Academic E, homecom-
ing court representative, 
Young Georgia Authors 
Award, varsity tennis

10th grade — FBLA 
member, Beta Club 
member, FCCLA mem-
ber, Star Honor Roll, 
Academic E, homecom-
ing court representative, 
Young Georgia Authors 
Award, varsity tennis, 
dual enrollment

11th grade — FBLA 
member, Beta Club mem-
ber, FCCLA member, Star 
Honor Roll, Academic E, 
homecoming court rep-
resentative, varsity ten-
nis, 21st Century Leader, 
dual enrollment

12th grade — Beta 
Club member, Star 
Honor Roll, 21st Century 
leader, Academic E, var-
sity tennis, Citizens Bank 
Advisory Board, saluta-
torian 

Ryan Nicholas Singer 
is the son of Tracy and 
Serena Singer. He had 
the highest average in 
U.S. Government and 
Anatomy/Physiology. 
He is also a TSA officer 
an Algebra II tutor.

Christian Smith is the 
son of Meosha McMillan 
and Willard Ward Smith 
II. His accomplishments 
include: 

9th grade — attended 
Newton County High 
School

10th grade — Honor 
Roll, Junior ROTC

11th grade — Star 
Honor Roll, Junior ROTC

12th grade — Honor 
Roll, Junior ROTC, 
dual enrollment at East 
Georgia State College

Kristin Smoyer is 
the daughter of John 
and Alison Smoyer. 

Her accomplishments 
include:

9th grade: first place 
at the regional level and 
seventh place at the state 
level for Intro to Business 
Presentation, state quali-
fier in track, Beta Club, 
Highest Average for 
Literature and Algebra 1

10th grade — first 
place for tap solo in ECI 
Talent Show, Certificate 
of Excellence in Art, state 
qualifier in track, Beta 
Club, highest average 
for Geometry, Spanish II, 
Literature, and Biology

11th grade — sec-
ond place for state lit-
erary Rhetorical Essay, 
co-founder of the ECI 
Art Club, fifth and 
eighth place respectively 
at the state track meet 
in Albany for the 1600m 
and 800m, Certificate of 
Excellence in Art, Beta 
Club, highest average in 
Chemistry, Economics, 
and Algebra II

12th grade — DAR 
Good Citizen, STAR 
Student, president of 
21st Century Leaders, 
Citizens Bank Advisory 
Board, Beta Club, vale-
dictorian

Trey Wilson is the son 
of Hal Wilson and Brandi 
Leguin. His accomplish-
ments include: honors 
classes all four years, 
varsity football from 
10th to 12th grade, 12th 
Man Award for senior 
year of football

Leanne Wright is 
the daughter of Dave 
and Dana Wright. She 
received the Academic E 
Award in ninth grade. 
That same year, she 
placed seventh in a 
state-level FBLA compe-
tition. As a junior and 

senior, she was part 
of the FBLA Chapter 
Officer Team, placed 
first in a regional FBLA 
competition, and played 
varsity tennis. During 
12th grade, she placed 
third in a regional FBLA 
competition, was a 
member of the Citizens 
Bank Student Advisory 
Board, was voted Most 
Hospitable by leaders 
of the Lyte 2.0 Work 
Program, was voted 
Most Involved Senior 

Superlative, and co-led 
ECI’s community ser-
vice project for school 
supplies. Also, she was 
a member of Beta, 21st 
Century Leaders, and 
made Honor Roll all four 
years of high school.

Tionna Young is 
the daughter of Tonya 
Smith. Her accomplish-
ments include: dual 
enrollment participant, 
member of Spirit of the 
Dogs Marching Band, 
and JROTC cadet.
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ECI Honor Graduate
(From page 18)

Emanuel County Institute Class of 2020

BRYSTON JAMES 
AKRIDGE

KYELA MARIE
 BAKER

NI’ZHAY MCCLAIN 
BALDWIN

TIMOTHY KANE 
BELL

JAH’KENYA KEYASHIA 
LOUISE BROWN

TYNASIA 
ADAVIANNA CLARK

ANNA ELIZABETH 
CLIFTON

MAKAYLA BROOKE 
CLIFTON

KY’ASIA LA’SHAI 
CONEY

JAQUON RAKEEN 
CUYLER

“Just don’t give up trying to do what you really want to do.” – Ella Fitzgerald
 “Successful and unsuccessful people do not vary greatly in their abilities. 

They vary in their desires to reach their potential.” 
– John Maxwell



20 The Forest-Blade • Graduation 2020 •www.EmanuelCountyLive.com • Swainsboro, Georgia • May 20, 2020

MONTELIA AALIYAH 
DAUGHTRY

ALANA NICOLE
 DAY

ERIA TRAEISHA 
DONALDSON

EVAN BAILEY 
DURDEN

Emanuel County Institute Class of 2020

TIMOTHY CHASE 
EDENFIELD

ZERA LAYNE
 EDENFIELD

RIVIAL LAMAR
 EVANS

PERRY JAMES 
FANN

ANA BELEM FISCAL 
MALAGA

SEDRICK MARCH 
FRAZIER

MASON ALAN 
FUNDERBURK

KATRINA NICHOLE 
HACKLE

KADIN RHETT 
HARPER

KYLE CHRISTOPHER 
HARRELL

MAGGIE GRACE 
HAYSLIP

GARRET ALLAN
 HOLT

CHASITY BRIANNA 
JOHNSON

HALEIGH ALEXIS 
JOHNSON

BRANDON REID 
CAMPBELL JONES

CORDELL WYATT 
JONES

AERIELL MICHELLE 
DENISE JORDAN

“If one advances confidently in the direction of his dreams, and endeavors to live the life 
which he has imagined, he will meet with success unexpected in common hours.” 

– Henry David Thoreau
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JA’RELL LARNARD 
GRADY JORDAN

MIKAYLA JKHIA 
KELLY

KENDALL MARIE 
LANE

LACEY DALE 
LANE

Emanuel County Institute Class of 2020

JAMIE LAMAR 
LEE

RHIKANNA 
KATHERINE LEE

CAMERON LAMAR 
MACK

SYLVESTER MARKELL 
MACK

KAYLEE JOANNA 
MARTIN

ANSLEY LYNETTE 
MCQUAIG

ETHAN LUKE 
MERIER

CURTIS JAMES 
MINCEY

O’SHEA JYRELL 
MOODY

ABBY MCKENZIE 
MORTON

BRANDON TREVON 
NEWKIRT

JA’LEXIS DESHANDRA 
M. OGLESBY

NATHANIEL LANE 
PADGETT

BRANT ALEXANDER 
PAGE

ERICA TASHALA
PATTERSON

ERIN TALIA 
PATTERSON

JEREMIAH MALIK 
PULLENS

TANAYSHIA 
EMMARION REDDING

SETH JAMASON 
RINER

DONASIA SHANTEL 
ROBERTSON

CYNTHIA MARIE
 SALINAS

BAILEY ELIZABETH 
SANDERS

ALLYSSA LYNN 
SASSER

RYAN ALAN 
SINGER

“There is no elevator to success, you have to take the stairs.” – 
Unknown



Bryston Akridge 
plans to join the work-
force after graduation.

Kyela Baker plans to 
attend college to pursue 
her dream of becoming 
a registered nurse. 

Nizhay Baldwin 
plans to attend Middle 
Georgia State University 
to obtain her BSN and 
become a registered 
nurse.

Jah’kenya Brown 
plans to attend 
Southeastern Technical 
College and become a 
registered nurse.

Savannah Bush plans 
to attend college and 
become a nurse.

TynAsia Clark plans 
to attend Georgia State 
to pursue a degree in 
biology. 

Anna Clifton plans 
to attend Ogeechee 
Technical College for 
sonography. 

Makayla Clifton plans 
to attend East Georgia 
State College to pursue 
a degree in biology. 

Ky’Asia Coney plans 
to attend East Georgia 
State College and 
become a physical ther-
apist.

Jaquon Cuyler plans 
to attend a technical col-
lege in Florida to pur-
sue a degree in physical 
therapy.

Montelia Daughtry 
plans to attend Georgia 
Southern University and 
pursue a degree in biol-
ogy to become a forensic 
scientist. 

Alana Day plans to 
attend Piedmont College 
to pursue a degree in 
mass communications.

Eria Donaldson plans 
to attend Kennesaw 
State University and 
pursue a degree in nurs-
ing. 

Evan Durden plans to 
attend Georgia Southern 
University and pursue a 
degree in criminal jus-
tice.

Timothy Chase 
Edenfield plans on join-
ing the marines after 
graduation.

Zera Edenfield plans 
to attend Georgia 
Southern University 
and pursue a degree 
in Biology. Later, she 
will transfer to medi-
cal school to become an 
anesthesiologist. 

Owen Elliott plans on 
taking online classes for 
civil engineering while 
participating in drill for 
the Georgia National 
Guard. 

Rivial Evans plans to 
attend Independence 
College in Kansas to 
play football.

Perry Fann plans to 

attend Southeastern 
Technical College to 
acquire his commercial 
driver’s license.

Ana Fiscal Malaga 
plans to attend college 
after graduation.

Sedrick Frazier 
plans to attend Georgia 
Southern University 
and major in business. 

Mason Funderburk 
plans to pursue an elec-
trical degree and become 
an electrician.

Katrina Hackle 
plans to continue her 
education and attend 
Southeastern Technical 
College to become a reg-
istered nurse.

K. Rhett Harper 
plans to attend Georgia 
Southern University 
and pursue a degree in 
agricultural science.

Kyle Harrell plans to 
pursue a career as an 
industrial maintenance 
technician. 

Maggie Hayslip plans 
to attend Abraham 
Baldwin Agricultural 
College, then attend vet-
erinary school. 

Garret Holt plans to 
attend lineman school 
and pursue a career at 
Florida Power.

Chasity Johnson 
plans to attend Georgia 
Southern University to 
pursue degrees in both 

business and psycholo-
gy.

Haleigh Johnson 
plans to attend 
Southeastern Technical 
College and pursue a 
degree in radiology. 

B. Reid Jones plans 
to attend East Georgia 
College for two years 
and transfer to Georgia 
Southern University to 
pursue a degree in edu-
cation and coach both 
baseball and football.

Cordell Jones plans 
to attend Southeastern 
Technical College and 
study electrical systems 
and welding.

Aeriell Jordan plans 
to attend Georgia State 
University and pursue a 
degree in nursing.

JaRell Jordan plans to 
attend college and play 
football after gradua-
tion and major in sports 
management.

Mikayla Kelly plans 
to attend Georgia 
Southern University 
and pursue a degree in 
business management.

Kendall Lane plans 
to attend the University 
of Georgia after gradu-
ation.

Lacey Lane plans 
to attend college and 
become a registered 
nurse in the emergency 
room.

Jamie Lee plans to 
attend college after 
graduation.

Rhikanna Lee Plans to 
attend Georgia Southern 
University and pursue a 
degree in radiology.

Cameron Mack plans 
to attend Southeastern 
Technical College.

Sylvester Mack plans 
to attend Southeastern 
Technical College to 
pursue an information 
technology degree and 
commercial driver ’s 
license.

Kaylee Martin plans 
to attend Georgia 
Southern University and 
get a two-year degree 
to become a registered 
nurse.

Ansley McQuaig 
plans to attend Georgia 
College and State 
University after gradu-
ation to pursue a degree 
in biology and become a 

surgeon. 
Ethan Merier plans 

to attend Southeastern 
Technical College.

CJ Mincey plans to 
attend East Georgia 
State College and pur-
sue a career in account-
ing.

O’shea Moody plans 
to join the workforce 
after graduation.

Abby Morton plans 
to attend East Georgia 
State College and pur-
sue a degree in litera-
ture.

Brandon Newkirk 
plans to attend East 
Georgia State College.

Jalexis Oglesby plans 
to attend Armstrong 
State University and 
pursue a degree in edu-
cation. 

Nathaniel Padgett 
plans to work con-
struction at New Life 
Construction.

Brant Page plans 
to work at Premiere 
Workforce as a traveling 
employee.

Erica Patterson 
plans to attend Mercer 
University and pursue a 
degree in medicine.

Erin Patterson plans to 
attend Kennesaw State 
University and pursue 
a degree in architecture. 

Tiesha Postell plans 
to pursue a career in 
neurology.

Jeremiah Pullens 
plans to Georgia 
Southern University 
to pursue a degree in 
sports management.

Tanayshia Redding 
plans to attend Georgia 
Southern University 
and pursue a degree in 
nursing.

Seth Riner plans to 
be a successful business 
owner after graduation.

Donasia Robertson 
plans to attend East 
Georgia State College, 
transfer to Georgia 
Southern University 
and pursue a degree in 
architecture.

Cynthia Salinas plans 
to attend Georgia State 
University and pursue 
a degree in psychology. 

Bailey Sanders plans 
to attend Georgia 
Southern University to 
pursue a degree in biol-

ogy. 
Chrishirya Sapp plans 

to attend East Georgia 
State College and pur-
sue a degree in business 
and administration.

Allyssa Sasser plans 
to pursue her dream 
in becoming a physical 
therapist. 

Ryan Singer plans 
to attend Southern 
Regional Technical 
College.

Morgan Slater plans 
to join the local labor 
union to pursue his 
career in electrical work.

Christain Smith plans 
to attend Georgia State 
University and major in 
computer science/tech-
nology, while also par-
ticipating in the ROTC 
program to pursue a 
career in cybersecurity.

Kristin Smoyer plans 
to attend the University 
of Georgia and major in 
communication sciences 
and disorders in order 
to become a speech-lan-
guage pathologist. 

Logan Tapley 
plans on working at 
Georgia Equipment 
Company and attending 
Southeastern Technical 
College to pursue a 
welding degree.

Zane Taylor plans 
to attend East Georgia 
State College and pur-
sue a degree in educa-
tion.

Tyneisha Thomas 
plans to attend Georgia 
Southern University 
and pursue a degree in 
nursing.

William Trull plans 
to attend college after 
graduation.

Kayla Watson plans 
to attend East Georgia 
State College.

Trey Wilson plans 
to enlist in the Marine 
Corps after graduation. 

Leanne Wright plans 
to attend Georgia College 
& State University and 
pursue a degree in busi-
ness entrepreneurship 
with a minor in graphic 
design. 

Tionna Young plans 
to attend East Georgia 
College and pursue a 
degree in early child-
hood education.
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MORGAN BROOKS 
SLATER

CHRISTIAN TIRRELL 
SMITH

KRISTIN ELAINE 
SMOYER

Emanuel County Institute Class of 2020

LOGAN GARRETT 
TAPLEY

MITCHELL ZANE 
TAYLOR

TYNEISHA CAMIAH 
THOMAS

WILLIAM AUSTIN 
TRULL

KAYLA ANN 
WATSON

HAL LEO 
WILSON

LEANNE AMANDA 
WRIGHT

TIONNA NICOLE 
YOUNG

Not pictured:
Owen Elliott
Tiesha Postell

Chrishirya Sapp
Savannah Bush

Big futures for ECI graduates
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“So many of our dreams at first seem 
impossible, then they seem improbable, 

and then, when we summon the will, they 
soon become inevitable.”

 – Christopher Reeve

David Emanuel County Class of 2020
The following are all 

of DEA’s Class of 2020, 
along with their respec-
tive honors:

• Maddux Pierce 
Bedgood, Honor 
Graduate of Distinction

• Boslie Belle Booth, 
Honor Graduate of 
Distinction

• Hannah Lillian 
Jackson, Advanced 
Honor Graduate

• Jenna Kay 

Mosley,Advanced Honor 
Graduate

• Maci Olivia Nease, 
Honor Graduate of 
Distinction

• Skyler Breanna 
Sikes, Honor Graduate 

of Distinction
• Tatum Carolina 

Taylor, Advanced Honor 
Graduate, Salutatorian)

• Ethan Sutton Wells, 
Advanced Honor 
Graduate, Valedictorian

MADDUX PIERCE 
BEDGOOD

BOSLIE BELLE
BOOTH

HANNAH LILLIAN 
JACKSON

JENNA KAY 
MOSLEY

MACI OLIVIA 
NEASE

SKYLER BREANNA 
SIKES

TATUM CAROLINE 
TAYLOR

ETHAN SUTTON 
WELLS

DEA grads planning for future
Boslie Belle Booth, 

daughter of Jamie and 
Barry Booth, plans to 
attend East Georgia State 
College for one year 
and later transfer to the 
University of Georgia 

to pursue a degree in 
speech therapy.

• Words of wisdom for 
those still in school: Work 
hard, strive to always do 
the right thing, and be 
the best person that you 

can be.
Hannah Jackson, 

daughter of Roslyn 
Banks-Jackson and 
Timothy Jackson, plans 
to attend the University 
of Georgia, majoring in 

dietetics.
• Words of wisdom for 

those still in school: Work 
hard and take school seri-
ously, but know when to 
let go. You don’t get this 
(Continued on page 24)
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DEA grads planning...
time back, so learn to 

find your balance.
Maci Olivia Nease, 

daughter of Jeremy and 
Heather Nease, plans to 
attend the University 
of Georgia to pursue 
a degree in veterinary 
medicine.

• Words of wisdom 
for those still in school: 
You may not end up 

where you thought you 
were going, but you will 
always end up where 
you are meant to be.

Skylar Breanna 
Sikes, daughter of 
Dwayne and Beth 
Sikes, plans to attend 
Southeastern Technical 
College in Vidalia to 
pursue a degree in den-
tistry.

• Words of wisdom 

for those still in school: 
Everything worth doing 
takes time and effort. If 
you want to go some-
where meaningful and 
rewarding in life, there 
are no shortcuts. This 
applies to grades, rela-
tionships, career, char-
acter, and more.

Tatum Caroline 
Taylor, daughter of 
Stephen and Tori Taylor, 

plans to attend the 
University of Georgia 
following high school 
graduation. 

• Words of wisdom 
for those still in school: 
Keep pushing forward. 
Don’t be afraid to reach 
out and ask for help. 
Accept defeat gracefully 
and victory with humil-
ity. Be kind to every-
one. Be true to yourself. 

Think about the legacy 
you will leave. Always 
put your trust in God, 
for He will not forsake 
you. 

Ethan Sutton Wells, 
son of Michael and 
Rachel Wells and Joe 
and Suzanne English, 
plans to attend The 
University of Georgia 
to pursue a degree in 
journalism and media 

entertainment. 
• Words of wisdom 

for those still in school: 
To all the underclass-
men, all I can say is 
enjoy every second 
of high school. Stay 
involved in as much 
as you can and leave 
no room for regrets 
because when people 
tell you it goes by fast, 
they aren’t lying.

(From page 23)

Last wills and testaments from DEA graduates
I, Boslie Booth, being 

of honest mind and 
heavenly body hereby 
leave the following:

Banks Booth: hunt 
brother’s pizza, rap 
songs, and the job of 
bathing the dog every 
Sunday

Chloe Calhoun: my 
amazing cheer skills, 
rides home after away 
games, and endless 
amounts of coffee 

Jaylin Hall and Alivia 
Fortner: chicken feet

Grace Catherine 
Hood: my aggressive-
ness in soccer & my 
lucky headband

I, Skylar Sikes, being 
of honest mind and 
heavenly body hereby 
leave the following:

Wanna and Bailey: 
My friendship

Coach Inman: Chats 
in class

U n d e r c l a s s m e n : 
Quizlet

All of my gratitude: 
My parents

All of my love: My 
Nana and Papa

I, Maci Nease, being 
of my talkative and 
tardy self, leave the fol-
lowing: 

Hadden and Banks: 
money problems

Grace Catherine: long 
dollar general trips, 
my silver hoops, pinky 
power, red sharpies 
and pads, Mexican 
truck, unpaid therapy 
sessions, and I hope 
you become the (Salad)
Victorian

Chloe: renegade, red 
sharpies and pads, 
pinky power, sonic 
drive-thru, Mr. R, and 
unlimited unpaid ther-
apy sessions

Molly: striker posi-
tion and cuties

Rylie Rowland: Llama 
and “that’s 1, 2 more 
strikes and you’re out”

Liz: BA track meets, 

homeless homes-
chooled uniforms, ECI, 
dominate and devas-
tate, and our meet ups 
in Mr. Darrell’s after 
lunch

Emma and Peyton: 
karaoke nights 

Coach Inman: “on a 
scale of 1-10”

Cheer Team: Lets go 
whiteee, Go Eags, and 
my bus ride “potty 
breaks”

And to the class of 
2020, I hope you never 
forget the memory of 
Loves, Scoops, and 
flarp.

I, Ethan Wells, being 

a clever mind and ath-
letic body, leave the 
following: I leave the 
football

team all the front 
squats and Indian drills 
Coach Inman could 
imagine.

I leave Banks my QB1 
spot and my locker

I leave Dane the quar-
terback Leroy

I leave Racyn the 
plant

I leave Jesse his traps
I leave Ace three hun-

dred pounds on the bar
I leave Griner the 75 

pound gators
I would leave Brayden 

pain, but it’s overrated, 

so I’ll leave him hang 
cleans instead

Lastly, I leave DEA, 
as a whole, a big thank 
you for an amazing last 
14 years

I, Hannah Jackson, 
of scattered mind and 
tired body leave the fol-
lowing:

Mrs. Amanda and 
Mrs. Whitney: all the 
bags of apples I took 
from the sack lunches 

The REAL cool 
cool cools to Kaitlyn 
Reininger 

And everything I care 
about to anyone who 
can find it 

BENJAMIN ELIJAH 
BENNETT

DEA Class of 2020: Eighth Grade
The following is a list of David Emanuel Academy’s eighth grade graduates for 2020; asterisks denote 

honor graduates:
Benjamin Elijah Bennett, Josie Grace Black*, James Christopher Carter Jr., Ella Claire Claxton*, Timothy 

Evan Donaldson, Sara Cate Fennell* (Salutatorian), Benjamin James Flanders*, Abigail Hope Goodman, 
John Ryan Kersey Jr., Karoline Brooke Kettles*, Christen Dallas McCoy, Josie Analise Newsome, 
Madison Marie Perkins*, Emma Riley Proctor*, Jace Alan Scarboro, Kaleigh Rae Scarboro, Anthony Earl 
Sutton Jr.* (Valedictorian), Randon Cade Williams*, and Brianna Reese Wimberly*

JOSIE GRACE
 BLACK

JAMES CHRISTOPHER 
CARTER JR.

ELLA CLAIRE 
CLAXTON

TIMOTHY EVAN 
DONALDSON

SARA CATE 
FENNELL

BENJAMIN JAMES 
FLANDERS

 “Instruction ends in the schoolroom, but education ends only 
with life.” — Frederick W. Robertson
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ABIGAIL HOPE 
GOODMAN

DEA Class of 2020: Eighth Grade

JOHN RYAN 
CHIRSTEN DALLAS 
MCCOY KERSEY JR KAROLINE BROOKE 

KETTLES
CHIRSTEN DALLAS 

MCCOY
JOSIE ANALISE

 NEWSOME
MADISON MARIE 

PERKINS

EMMA RILEY 
PROCTOR

JACE ALAN 
SCARBORO

KALEIGH RAE 
SCARBORO

ANTHONY EARL 
SUTTON JR

RANDON CADE 
WILLIAMS

BRIANNA REESE 
WIMBERLY

DEA Class of 2020: K5

WALKER 
ARP

SARAH BETH
 BEECHER

CASE 
BLACK

BLAKELY 
BRINSON

BREAM 
BUXTON

ELLIS 
CLAXTON
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DEA Class of 2020: K5

AMELIA 
DAUGHTRY

JASE 
DONALDSON

PAISLEY 
EDENFIELD

JUDSON
 FLANDERS

ADDISON 
GRINER JULIAN 

HODGES
EASTON 

HALL

KAYVA 
PATEL

BARRIN 
SLATER

MCKENLEIGH 
TANKERSLEY

ADAH 
WAY

JAX 
WOMACK

PHOEBE 
DANIEL

“Your time is limited, don’t waste it living 
someone else’s life. Don’t be trapped by 

dogma, which is living the result of other 
people’s thinking. Don’t let the noise of 
other’s opinion drown your own inner 
voice. And most important, have the 

courage to follow your heart and intu-
ition, they somehow already know what 

you truly want to become. Everything else 
is secondary.” – Steve Jobs

BLAKELY
 HOLLAND

BLAKELY 
JOHNSON

East Georgia State Col-
lege held its spring com-
mencement ceremony 
virtually on Friday, May 
8, 2020 at 6 p.m. The col-
lege was unable to hold 
the ceremony in person 
due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Candidates 
for the 2020 Spring Grad-
uation had the option to 

participate in the virtu-
al graduation, and they 
have been asked to come 
back in the fall to take 
part in the fall com-
mencement ceremony.

For the virtual ceremo-
ny, the graduating can-
didates were asked to 
provide photos of them-
selves to be included 

in the video when their 
name was called. The cer-
emony also featured spe-
cial messages from stu-
dent and guest speakers 
who were scheduled to 
speak at the graduation. 
The president of EGSC, 
Dr. Bob Boehmer, wel-
comed all viewers to the 
virtual ceremony.

“The COVID-19 pan-
demic prevents us from 
sharing this special event 
with you in person,” 
said Dr. Boehmer. “We 
trust, however, that this 
virtual celebration will 
clearly and unequivo-
cally convey to you how 
important each one of 

EGSC hosts virtual spring commencement ceremony

(Continued on page 27)



these Spring 2020 grad-
uates is to us, how much 
we respect their achieve-
ments, and how much 
admiration we have for 
their family and friends 
for the support provided 
over the course of a life-
time.”

He continued by con-
gratulating the gradu-
ates on their hard work. 
“Graduates, as this cer-
emony begins, please 

remember that few days 
as special as this take 
place in one’s lifetime. 
As we begin this momen-
tous ceremony, breathe 
and enjoy this moment 
you have earned. Quickly 
recall a special learning 
moment at East Georgia 
State College, smile and 
commit that moment to 
memory. Silently commit 
to say ‘thank you’ today to 
all those who helped you 
achieve your dreams.”

Dr. Boehmer’s welcome 
was followed by Mor-
gan Bryant and Megan 
Bryant, who performed 
“God Bless America.” 
The reflection was given 
by graduating student 
Susanna Hall. The alumni 
speaker for the ceremo-
ny was Deion Craig. He 
spoke to graduates about 
this different, but special 
time in their life.

“You guys are a dif-
ferent group of gradu-

ates. You guys have been 
through something not a 
lot of people have been 
through in the past four 
to five, six, seven, eight 
years and I think that is 
something to be said. You 
guys have a different level 
of perseverance and just 
will to get this done. I 
just want you all to realize 
that and how special you 
are,” said Craig.

The student speaker for 
the ceremony was Bruce 

Bass, Jr. Col. George Fred-
rick delivered special con-
gratulatory remarks to the 
students followed by Dr. 
Sandra Sharman, the Vice 
President of Academic 
and Student Affairs, who 
presented the degrees to 

the graduating students.
The full list of graduates 

will be available at a later 
date. The ceremony can 
be viewed on the EGSC 
website at http://www.
ega.edu/2020-Spring-Com-
mencement.
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The last day of school
by RONNIE JOHNSON
It seems our dogs knew 

it was the last day of 
school because they were 
waiting for us at the mail-
box. Aswe climbed from 
the school bus, Buster and 
Lou Ann almost knocked 
us down.

We raced toward the 
house with the exuberant 
dogs close behind. The 
yearly ritual was always 
the same: off came the 
shoes and socks, then 
the school clothes were 
exchanged for summer 
shorts and tee shirts.

The fullness of nature 
lay just outside our front 
door. There were tall 
trees to climb and vines 
as thick as Tarzan’s wrist 
to swing on. There were 
deep woods and forests 
to explore, where birds, 
rabbits, squirrels, and 
wildlife were plentiful. 
Sweet plums and bullaces 
grew in secret places were 
only my sisters and I were 
aware of.

Mama and Daddy never 

knew the exact where-
abouts of where we were 
during the summer, but 
they knew we were safe 
in the arms of Mother 
Nature, and there was lit-
tle crime back then.

My small sisters built 
playhouses with bottles, 
bricks, and anything that 
would serve as furniture 
or furnishings for their 
make-believe houses. 
They often argued over 
who had the most beau-
tiful make-believe home. 
It was all about fantasy 
and play-acting with their 
eyes, hearts, and minds 
pointing toward reality 
and the future.

We walked barefoot 
over freshly plowed fields. 
We noticed the soil was 
cooler near the tree-lined 
forest than in the middle 
of a cotton field where the 
sun reigned supreme.

In the woods behind 
our house, we caught 
red-fin pike fish by hand 
when the creek dried up. 
We also took our stubby 

fishing poles to the maple 
hole to see if the fish were 
biting. Sometimes we lost 
our patience and jumped 
into the water, still wear-
ing our clothes.

Nobody carried a watch 
because someone was 
nearby who always knew 
the time by studying the 
position of the sun over-
head. You never heard of 
a person who had a time-
ly appointment to keep 
because they’d say, “I’ll be 
there when I get there.”

Summertime was slow 
and easy, reflecting our 
speech, southern tradi-
tions, and laidback life-
style. We never got in a 
hurry, unlike our north-
ern neighbors who are the 
so-called hares who finish 
the race first. We are the 
slow turtles who amble 
along enjoying the trip, 
knowing we’ll reach our 
destination with time to 
spare.

There were always 
different sizes of water-
melons on front porch-

es during the summer. 
Women sat in rockers and 
porch swings, shelling 
peas and butterbeans for 
canning or freezing.

Chickens ruffled their 
feathers in dry pockets of 
dust in the front yard, and 
the dogs stayed under 
the cool mulberry trees, 
seeking a respite from the 
intense Georgia heat.

There would be good 
times ahead. The neigh-
bors would come for a pea-
nut boiling on Saturday 
night while listening 
to the Grand Ole Opry 
from Nashville, and all 
the children would argue 
who would be the first 
one to sit on Daddy’s ice 
cream churn on Sunday 
afternoon. Mama would 
decide the flavor of the 
ice cream—vanilla, peach, 
strawberry, or chocolate.

As night fell, the chil-
dren chased fireflies in the 
front yard. Rain fell on 
the tin roof after midnight 
while God watched over 
us.

EGSC hosts virtual...
(From page 26)



28 The Forest-Blade • Graduation 2020 •www.EmanuelCountyLive.com • Swainsboro, Georgia • May 20, 2020


