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CORRECTION
In the May 9 issue of The 
Community News, we wrote 
that Teresa Palmer was 
“elected as the first woman 
mayor of the City of Willow 
Park.”
In the early 1990s Willow 
Park City Council member 
Sharon Suarez, who was 
Mayor Pro Tem, became 
mayor when her predecessor 
resigned. She went on to win 
the next contested election 
for mayor.
We regret the error.

Swearings In

ALEX HOBEN/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

New Mayor Teresa Palmer swearing into office 
at the May city council meeting.

CANDY MCMICHEN/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Weatherford ISD school board members (from left) Dan Woods, Place 4; Adam Feriend, Place 3; 
Wally Wallace, Place 5; and Kindra Lucia, Place 6 were sworn in at the WISD May 11 meeting.

LAURA WEBER/CITY OF ALEDO

New Aledo Mayor Shane Davis was sworn in at 
a special Aledo City Council meeting on May 
12.

CHRISTOPHER AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Mayor Paul Paschall takes the oath of office at the May 13 Weatherford City Council meeting.

McGratton Park gets  
needed makeover
By Christopher Amos
The Community News

Family members hugged Paul Paschall as 
visitors in the council chambers applauded 
after Paschall took the oath of office for the 
position of mayor. After signing documents to 
formalize his re-election, Paschall held up a 
pen and explained the personal significance of 
the small, black implement.

“I have to tell you a quick story about this 
pen,” Paschall said, describing the gift from 
his parent-in-laws. “My wife’s parents were in 
London when I got elected for my first term for 
school board. I believe it was in 2004 or six. And 
now I have signed three oaths of office for the 
school board with this and three mayoral with 
this, and it means a lot to me.”

Economic Development Week was kicked off 
by presenting a proclamation to Ashley Seiler, 
director of economic development; Madison 
Reich, economic development coordinator; 
and Tammy Gozzola, president of Weatherford 
Chamber of Commerce for their groups’ efforts 
in helping Weatherford achieve a growth rate 

of 5.74 percent and being recognized by the 
International Economic Development Council.

McGratton Park  
makeover

The services of MHS Planning and Design 
were unanimously approved for a $188,335 
upgrade of McGratton Park, located at 645 
N. Main, five blocks north of the Courthouse. 
Jaycob Kirkpatrick, Director of Parks and 
Recreation, explained the improvements for 
the park will include upgraded lighting, new 
restrooms, shaded seating, improved basket-
ball courts, and a skateboard pump track. The 
walkways will be designed for strolling, biking, 
and skating.

While displaying photos of the current park 
amenities, Kirkpatrick drew chuckles from the 
crowd when he called the portable toilet, “Our 
state-of-the-art restroom facility. But don’t 
worry, help is on the way.”

“Our playground equipment there is about 
20 years old, so we are planning newer and 
better play equipment,” Kirkpatrick added. 
“The skateboard pump track is something we 
believe we can fit into our plan as well.”

A pump track is designed with small, 
repeating slopes so a skater can use leg and 
body motion to propel around the track with-
out putting a foot down.

CHRISTOPHER AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Economic Development Week was kicked 
off by presenting a proclamation to Ashley 
Seiler, director of economic development; 
Madison Reich, economic development coor-
dinator; and Tammy Gazzola, president of 
Weatherford Chamber of Commerce for their 
groups’ efforts in helping Weatherford achieve 
a growth rate of 5.74 percent and being 
recognized by the International Economic 
Development Council.

WEATHERFORD Paschall sworn in

WILLOW PARK

Palmer 
takes seat 
as new 
mayor
City looking for grants 
to help with bike lanes 
and pedestrian walk-
ways
By Alex Hoben
The Community News

A packed house saw the transi-
tion of mayors at the May Willow 
Park city council meeting on May 
12.

Outgoing mayor Doyle Moss 
gave a farewell speech thanking his 
fellow council members and high-
lighting the infrastructure work 
done in his time as mayor, par-
ticularly related to the wastewater 
treatment facility plans.

“With the projects we have done 
in the past few years, together, we 
have made Willow Park a better 
place for our citizens and our neigh-
boring communities,” Moss said. 
“My hope is you will continue the 
work you were elected to do. It has 
been my honor and privilege to 
serve with you.”

After her swearing in, new 
Mayor Teresa Palmer spoke about 
her commitment to the people of 
Willow Park and how she would 
prioritize transparency regarding 
the goings on in City Hall.

“We work for the people,” Palmer 
said. “Every decision and every dol-
lar must reflect our accountability 
to the taxpayers who employ us.”

Palmer also introduced a pro-
posal to the board to begin the 
process to change the government 
system of Willow Park from a Type 
A general law city to a home rule 
class city. This designation means 
the governing system is defined by 
its own municipal charter docu-
ment rather than which the citizens 
vote on. Palmer also called for a 
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Aledo fine arts wow crowds with Heroes and Icons
The Aledo fine arts department presented their annual spring extravaganza with the orchestra, drama, and dance groups combining for two evenings of Heroes and Icons. The events May 9 and 
10 featured current pop music and movie hero themes as well as recognizing emergency first responders attending the show.
The musical and theatrical presentation in the high school auditorium was augmented with newly installed laser lights and video projectors as dancers, singers and actors performed across the 
stage and throughout the auditorium.

Photos by Christopher Amos/The Community News
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charter commission with residents 
from Willow Park to be formed.

“Willow Park is operating under 
an outdated government concept, 
one that no longer reflects the size, 
complexity, and aspirations of our 
growing city,” she said.

Along with the mayor, two other 
council members were sworn in, 
Eric Contreras and Chawn Gilliland. 
They both were reelected to their 
council seats.

Applications  
approved for active 
transportation plan

Parks Director Mandy McCarley 
and city engineer Gretchen 
Vazquez presented applications to 
obtain federal funding through a 
Transportation Alternatives (TA) 
grant provided by TXDOT for trans-
portation improvements including 
bike lanes and crosswalks.

“It’ll be a city-wide, all-inclusive, 
comprehensive plan,” Vazquez said.

According to the resolution 
briefing, the approval of these appli-
cations is needed to show the city’s 
“commitment to the project’s devel-
opment, financing, management, 
adoption and implementation of 
completed planning documents.”

McCarley explained how one of 
the applications includes improve-
ments to alternate travel including 
fixing broken sidewalks, getting 

ADA compliant street corners and 
safe routes to the school.

“We’re trying to connect all 
active transportation elements, 
which include pedestrian, bicycle, 
micromobility,” Vazquez said.

The other application is regard-
ing the intersection at Meadow 
Place Drive and Kings Gate Road. 
McCarley said that through mul-
tiple discussions it is an unsafe 
crossing with dead end sidewalks 
and high traffic.

“Our proposition to TxDOT was 
to add bike lanes on Meadow Place 
to connect that hopefully through 
as our subdivisions grow that way,” 
she said.

Along with the bike lanes, the 
plan also includes adding a cross-
walk, ADA compliant corners and 
streetlights for the intersection.

If approved, the funding for 
these plans through TxDOT would 
be an 80/20 split with the city pay-
ing 20 percent of the estimated 
$290,000 for the first application 
and $384,000 for the second appli-
cation. City Manager Bryan Grimes 
explained how the city would obli-
gate the engineering funds for this 
project if approved knowing the 
city would be paid back by either 
TxDOT or federal funding.

“The engineering funds are 
reimbursable,” Grimes said. “Our 
match would be 80,000, 90,000, 
wherever that number ends up 
being, we can budget for that in the 
next fiscal year. We also have that in 
reserves.”

Contreras said it sounded like a 
good deal for the city if they were to 
get federal funding for the project.

“It seems like a great thing for 
such a little cost for us to have 
something where we can have the 
people with a disability to get onto 
the sidewalk to cross the road safe-
ly,” he said.

The deadline for the detailed 
applications to be sent in is June, 
with awards being announced in 
October.

Financial report halfway 
through the fiscal year

CPA Jake Weber gave a 
presentation regarding the quar-
terly financial report, now halfway 
through the fiscal year.

He said that the city is on budget 
with general funds. But develop-
ment, specifically in permits, is 
down $213,000 from last year. The 
total budget is at 52% for the year at 
this halfway point.

Also in a deficit currently is the 
Water and Wastewater Funds but 
Weber said this was due to the 
timing of the budget with debt pay-
ments and with the coming summer 
months the revenue will increase 
and break even.

“I think you look good in all 
your major funds,” Weber said. 
“You got strong cash position, we 
looked at water, wastewater, the 
deficit. Trying to explain ‘Hey, we’re 
going to come back on that water.’ 
You have solid reserves, and the 

general fund obviously is in very 
strong position. We’ve actually built 
up some reserves last few years on 
that.”

In other business, the council:
• appointed Lea Young as mayor 

pro tem;
• appointed Eric Contreras as 

alternate mayor pro tem;

• updated signatories for city bank 
accounts to Teresa Palmer, Lea 
Young, Bryan Grimes, Andrea 
Saylor, Michelle Guelker, and 
Eric Contreras;

• updated signatories for the Police 
Seizure Fund to Andi Saylor, Ray 
Lacy, and Brian Roberts.

COUNCIL
from page one

Obituary

Tim Watts
Timothy “Tim” Keith 

Watts, 64, was a beloved 
husband, father, and 
grandfather of Cresson 
passed away on Friday 
morning, May 9, 2025, 
surrounded by family in 
his home in his home 
after a brief struggle 
with cancer.

Tim was born on July 
28, 1960 in Fort Worth to 
Jack and Jean Watts. On March 19, 
1983, Tim married Julie Andrews 
and had two children, Tyler and 
Megen.

Tim co-owned and operated 
Watts Drilling Co. His commitment 
to the Aledo and surrounding com-
munities was evident by his hours 
answering late night calls and mak-
ing unplanned visits to service water 
wells, no matter the day or weather 
conditions.

He was a licensed pilot and 
enjoyed spontaneous trips with 
Julie, friends, and family ranging 
from Arizona to Florida. Most of all, 

Tim “Topa” cherished time spent 
with his five grandchil-
dren, who loved his 
infectious laughter and 
ornery sense of humor. 
His strength, wisdom, 
and kindness left a last-
ing impact on everyone 
he knew.

Tim is survived by 
his wife, Julie; chil-
dren, Megen (Patrick) 

Shortess, and Tyler (Tera) 
Watts; grandchildren, 

Brynn, Grady, Bailey, Lemon, and 
Millie; his mother, Jean Watts; 
brothers, Tad and Toby Watts; and 
his sister, Torre Holbrooks.

Tim was proceeded in death by 
his father.

A memorial service celebrating 
Tim’s life will be held at 10 a.m. 
on Saturday, May 17, 2025, at the 
Church at the Crossing, 128 Elm 
Street, in Aledo, Texas.

In lieu of flowers, memorials 
in Tim’s memory may be made to 
aledothanksgivingtrot.com.
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WISD Board Honors retirees
Teachers, safety  
officers celebrated
By Candy McMichen
The Community News

Retiring teachers and safety 
officers were honored Monday 
evening, May 12, with a reception 
during the school board meeting. 
In welcoming the retirees and their 
families, Board President Mike 
Guest told them that they had 
about 20 minutes to rescind their 
letters of retirement, but after that, 
it was too late. Hugs and laughter 
filled the boardroom as the gather-
ing melted into the business side of 
the evening.

Celebrated teachers included 
Lorie Bratcher, Rex Boyse, Niki 
Comstock, Terry Ferguson, Paula 
Turnbow, Lisa Durant, Tabitha 
Hodges, Holly Loran, June Ahrens, 
and Leta Ratliff. School Resource 
Officers John Welborn and Dennis 
Whitford were also recognized for 
their years of service.

“We stand on the shoul-
ders of some great educators,” 
Superintendent Dr. Beau Rees 
said, “You all have set the bar very 
high.”

“I never questioned that our 
kids weren’t safer than any other 
kids in Texas when I see these two 
here protecting them,” Guest said 
of Welborn and Whitford.

Board members who won their 
elections were sworn in by Lana 
Worthington. They are Adam 
Feriend, Place 3; Dan Woods, 
Place 4; Wally Wallace, Place 5; 
and Kindra Lucia, Place 6. 

Curtis Elementary School 
Principal Lorie Bratcher intro-
duced several of her staff members 
as she reported on her campus’ sta-
tus for the last time. She reported 
that their focus areas were high 
quality instruction, meets and 
masters, and growth for teachers 
and students.

“It was an absolute pleasure to 
be on your campus,” board mem-
ber Kindra Lucia said, “We are a 
big district, but you had that small 
town feeling when I arrived.”  

Bratcher received a standing 
ovation when she finished her 
presentation.

Dr. Jessica Duenez, princi-
pal at the Ninth Grade Center, 
explained that their focus included 
professional learning, a campus 
cellphone policy, and increasing 
student attendance through an 
engaging learning environment.

“Thank you for your leader-
ship. It’s not easy, combining two 
schools smoothly, and knowing 
everyone is safe,” board member 
Adam Fereind said.

The ROOted in Excellence 
series addressed instructional 
coaching and defined the prac-
tice as a coach coming alongside a 

teacher to focus on one important 
aspect of the teacher’s proficiency, 
creating a partnership to improve 
one skill at a time.

“Improving student outcomes 
is what we purpose, and as our 
teachers grow, so will our stu-
dents,” Assistant Superintendent 
Dr. Marie Hernandez said. The 
coaching is a valuable tool for both 
new and veteran teachers, but not 
available at the high school level at 
this time.

“We’re getting better everyday,” 
Guest thanked the coaches for 
their mentorship.

Michael J. Jones, Director of 
Safety and Security, announced 
that — for the second year in a 
row — the district had a 100% 
success rate on each campus from 
the Texas Educa  tion Association 
in regards to their spot checks on 
doors and equipment.

In new business, the board 
voted unanimously to apply for 
the Optional Flexible School Day 
Program 2025-2026 in order to 
give high school students more 
choices for attending classes.

The repairs to the high school 
gym elevator were approved at the 
cost of $88,455.

They chose to participate in the 
Connect Investment Trust (Texas 
Connect LGIP) and approved the 
Education Service Center Region 
II Contract Summary Report 
2025-2026.

ALEX HOBEN/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Outgoing Willow Park Mayor Doyle Moss gives his farewell remarks during 
the May city council meeting.

QUOTABLE

When someone you love becomes 
a memory, the memory becomes 
a treasure.
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Fort Worth Cultural 
District walking tour
Robert Kelleman will lead 
a free guided walking tour 
of the Fort Worth Cultural 
District beginning at 5:45 
p.m. on Friday, May 16. The 
meeting point will be the 
front of the Kimbell Art 
Museum, Kahn Building, 
west entrance - 3333 
Camp Bowie Blvd, Fort 
Worth.

Among the venues on 
the tour are the Kimbell 
Art Museum, Modern Art 
Museum of Fort Worth, 
Casa Manana Theatre, 
Will Rogers Memorial 
Center, National Cowgirl 
Museum & Hall of Fame, 
Fort Worth Museum of 
Science & History, and the 
Amon Carter Museum of 
American Art.

Socializing and icebreak-
ers from 5:45 - 6 p.m. The 
walking tour gets under 
way about 6 p.m.

MAY 21

Baccalaureate Service
The Baccalaureate ser-
vice for the Aledo High 
School Class of 2025 will 
be at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, 
May 21, at Aledo United 
Methodist Church.

MAY 26

Memorial Day Ceremony
The City of Aledo will host 
a Memorial Day Ceremony 
at 10 a.m. on May 26 at the 
Aledo Veterans Plaza (104 
Maverick Street). 

The ceremony will pay trib-
ute to the service men and 
women who have served 
the military.

MAY 30

Movie on the Lawn at The 
District
An outdoor movie night 
will be held from 6 p.m. 

to 9:30 p.m. on May 30 at 
The District in Willow Park 
(460 Shops Blvd).

The outdoor screening will 
begin after sunset and will 
have open-lawn seating for 
blankets and chairs.

MAY 30-JUNE 1

First Monday Trade Days
Weatherford will be having 
their First Monday Trade 
Days event at 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. on Friday and Sunday 
and from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
on Saturday in the histori-
cal district of Weathorford 
(317 Santa Fe Dr.)

The First Monday Trade 
Days event is open the 
weekend before the 
first Monday of each 
month. The event will fea-
ture an open air market 
with vendors selling vari-
ous items from plants to 
crafts to collectibles.

MAY 31

All-Class Reunion
SAVE THE DATE: An 
all-class reunion  for 
Weatherford High School 
will be held on May 31 at 
the Doss Heritage and 
Culture Center. For more 
info, call 817-894-1822.

JUNE 7

Willow Park Palooza
The sixth annual Willow 
Park Palooza will run 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
Sunday, June 7, at The 
Shops at Willow Park (210 
Shops Blvd).

Activities include face 
painting, balloon artists, 
food trucks, vendors, and 
more.

For more information, visit  
https://theshopsatwil-
lowpark.com/willow-park-
palooza/

2025 Aledo Summer 

Blast
The 2025 Aledo Summer 
Blast will run from 6 p.m. 
to 10 p.m. on Sunday, June 
7,  in downtown Aledo.

There will be food, fire-
works and a live con-
cert featuring the Neon 
Prophets, a 90s country 
cover band.

Any questions can be 
directed to the City of 
Aledo Communications 
and Event Manager Laura 
Weber at 817-441-7016 
or lweber@aledotx.gov.

JUNE 10-14

Sheriff’s Posse Rodeo
The 78th annual Parker 
County Sheriff’s Posse 
Rodeo will take place at 7 
p.m. on June 10-14 at the 
Sheriff’s Posse Grounds, 
2251 Mineral Wells Hwy in 
Weatherford. For tickets 
or more information, visit 
https://parkercountysher-
iffsposse.com/.

JUNE 12

Alzheimer’s Dementia 
Support Group
The Alzheimer’s/Dementia 
Support Group meets 
from 1-3 p.m. every second 
Thursday of the month at 
Aledo United Methodist 
Church. If you are a care-
giver for someone and 
want to learn more about 
the daily tips, resources 
and advice, please come 
join us. We also have a 
separate activity for your 
loved one to attend that 
will be appropriate for 
them while you meet with 
our support team.

JUNE 19

Fit4Mom Community 
Playgroup 2025
The Fit4Mom Parker 
County group will hold a 
community playgroup at 
10:30 to 11:30 a.m. on June 
19 at The District in Willow 

Park (460 Shops Blvd).

The theme for this class is 
“Summer Fun.”

JULY 4

Spark in the Park
Casey Donahew will head-
line the annual Spark in 
the Park celebration at 
Weatherford’s Heritage 
Park. The celebration gets 
under way when the gates 
open at 4 p.m. Western 
Rewind Band plays at 6 
p.m., then Donahew takes 
the stage at 8 p.m. The 
National Anthem and fire-
works begin at 9:30 p.m. 
Lots of family-friendly 
activities are in the mix. 
For more information, 
visit https://www.expe-
rienceweatherford.com/
events/2025/sparkin-
thepark2025.
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  young fellas
  5  “Welcome to Stan-
      ton, Home of 3,000  
      Friendly People 
      And _  ___ Old       
      Soreheads”
  6  cows (archaic)
  7  with 30-down, 
      TXism for “good”
  8  TXism: “stirred up
      _  _______  ____”
      (caused trouble)
17  TX Paul who ran for
      president 3 times
18  TXism: “_______      
      __  _ duck in water”
21  care giver at Dallas’
      Parkland (abbr.) 
22  Texas ___ University
23  border patrollers
24  TXism: “all ____, __
      watermelon” (fake)
29  “____ is life”
30  hairless
31  5th quarter for the
      Cowboys (abbr.)
32  Globetrotter Lemon
34  assistant
35  anger
36  TXism for “amateur”
37  TXism: “he’s hold-
      ing all the ____”
38  TXism: “he could 
      out run _  ___-
      legged bobcat”
39  outside suds area
      at New Braunfels  
      Wurstfest (2 wds.)
41  TXism: “wouldn’t
      hurt _  ____”
      (gentle dog)
42  TXism: “take a 
       ____ off” (sit)

  1  State Park near             
      Wichita Falls 
      (2 wds.)
  2  TXism: “jumped like 
      _  ____  __ a hook”
  3  city atop the
      “Golden Triangle”
  4  Houston would not
      _____ allegiance
      to Confederacy
  9  TXism: “he can 
      stay neck ‘_  ____   
      with a West Texas  
      jackrabbit” (fast) 
10  apiece
11  non MWF class
      at 22-across

43  ____ville in Tyler County
44  TXism: “knee high to  
      _  _____hopper” (short)
45  TXism: “it’ll make your
      hair stand on ___”
      (scary)
46  birth mo. of Texas-born
      Carol Burnett (abbr.)
47  “bye” south of the border
48  one year old horse
50  TXism: “she could talk 
      the legs off an iron ____”

51  TXism: “_  
      ___ sheared 
      like a spring          
      lamb” (swindled)
52  TX “Spanky” TV
      show:“___ Gang”
53  actor Beatty

12  TXism: “me casa 
      es __ casa”
13  Charlton Heston did  
      these commercials 
      (2 wds.)
14  _____ Pass, TX
15  snow slider
16  TXism: “___ his
      hide” (spank)
19  Texas tales
20  TXism: “got a heart 
      as big __  _____”  
      (kind)
22  shun (2 wds.)
24  this Vic was in “Roots”
      with TX Lynda Day
      George (init.)
25  that is (abbr.)

26  “Cat Ballou” singer
      ___ King Cole
27  fi t to eat
28  TXism: “scarce as
      a honky tonk with
      __  ____”
29  drill instructor,
      familiarly
30  see 7-across

33  TX Kristofferson’s
      “Why Me ____?”
34  did well on an exam
35  Padre Island fi rst  
      name: “Las _____   
      Blancas”
37  worship or love
38  TXism: “nervous 
      as _  ____ in a       
      frying pan”
40  lassos
41  TXism for “against”
44  needed by obese
      Texans? (2 wds.)  
47  in Wise County
      on U.S. 287
49  TXism: “rounder”
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Support Services provided by  
Careity Foundation

NEW TECHNOLOGY IN THE FIGHT AGAINST CANCER
 This investment in the community brings the latest

 cu�ng-edge techniques. Providing the best care possible for pa�ents
in Parker County and the surrounding communi�es.

Flexible Treatment Op�ons
Provides a variety of treatment techniques 
such as HyperArc and RapidArc to address a 
broad range of cancer cases

Advanced Imaging 
Advanced imaging Respira�on-synchronized 
MV/kV radiographs, 4D CBCT, Itera�ve 
CBCT, Triggered Imaging and more

Safe And Reliable 
Built-in pa�ent safety features that allow 
clinicians to navigate the complexi�es of 
cancer care with confidence 

817-759-7000         npc@txcc.com         thecentertx.com

920 Santa Fe Dr • Weatherford, Texas 76086

Aaron Laine, MD, PhD
Radia�on Oncologist

Amelia Gunter, MD
General Surgeon

Ray D. Page, DO, PhD, FACOI, FASCO
Medical Oncology/Hematology

Talha Riaz, MD
Medical Oncology/Hematology

Robyn R. Young, MD
Medical Oncology/Hematology Specializing in Breast

Mary Ann Skiba, DO, FACOI
Hematology

Jessica Hals, DO, FACOI
Medical Oncology

EXCITING NEWS!

(817) 835-5000
www.ftwccu.org

Open to those who live, work, or 
attend school in Tarrant, Denton, 

Parker, and Johnson Counties.

Visit us today at
1911 S. Main St. 

Weatherford’s #1 Family Credit Union 
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Ring Leaders Kennel

• Grooming • Boarding • Heated & Cooled  
• Indoor & Outdoor Runs • 24 Hour Attendant 

Aledo 817-441-8071

We go the distance to care for your pet!

Parker County is popping with wildflowers on the backroads and  
highways. Colorful Indian Blankets (Gaillardia pulchella) and yellow Brown-eyed 

Susan (Rudbeckia hirta) are more plentiful at this time of year. Texas Bluebonnets (Lupinus texensis) 
are expected soon, and the wistful white Snow on the Prairie (Euphorbia marginata) appear at the end 
of summer. You might also spot a rare Albino Bluebonnet.

In the wild outdoors

The horn  
section

Three properties on Old 
Annetta Road in Aledo 
now have Longhorn 
herds, making the  
scenic drive in East  
Parker County feel more 
Texas-like for motorists 
and cyclists.
Photos by Christopher Amos/
The Community News
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Content Submission Policy

We’re always on the lookout for story ideas. 
To share one, call Randy Keck at 817-386-
1469 or email news@community-news.com. 
Please provide the basic story information 
as well as contact information.

We welcome letters, articles and guest 
opinions from our readers. Opinions 
expressed in this newspaper will be labeled 
as opinions, editorials or letters, and do 
not reflect the opinions of the ownership. 
Letters should be signed, and limited to 
approximately 300 words. All submissions 
to the newspaper should include a tele-
phone number in case we have questions. 
Letters are due by Monday at noon for that 
week’s paper. Community announcements, 
achievements and obituaries are due by 
noon Friday for the following week’s paper.

Photos submitted should include names of 
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We have been wanting to have 
a party for a long time and it just 
hasn’t happened, and I want to 
explain why.

But before I do, let me tell you 
it’s not as bad as it sounds.

I would say it started on Sept. 
28 of last year, but in reality it was 
before then.

It started five years ago.
May 25, 2020, was the 25th 

anniversary of my ownership 
of The Community News. We 
thought it would be cool to have 
a party. We even planned for one.

As you may remember, world 
events in 2020 did not allow that 
plan to come to fruition.

That’s okay, we thought, we’ll 
do the 30th anniversary on May 
25, 2025.

We’re patient.
In the mean time my left knee 

was becoming quite decrepit, so 

we planned a knee replacement 
surgery somewhere, I think, in 
2023.

The first scheduled date was 
in February, but I caught COVID 
before the surgery, so we moved 
it back to late June, I wanted 
to make sure I could attend the 
Texas Press Association in June 
of that year before the surgery. I 
had not missed a TPA convention 
since I started going in 1995!

Well, I got bronchitis and not 
only had to miss the convention, 
but also had to once again post-
pone the knee replacement.

Well, in October I had a minor 
procedure done, and it was dis-
covered there were cancer cells in 
my prostate. We would not know 
for three months, until the pro-
cedure healed, what the extent or 
prognosis was, so we postponed 
the knee replacement once again.

Once 2024 arrived, we found 
out that the cancer was not of 
major concern (except for the fact 
that it was there). It just needed 
to be monitored year to year.

First one thing, and then 
another, various circumstanc-
es kept pushing back the knee 
replacement.

Last summer arrived, and 
at that point, we didn’t want to 
schedule the surgery  before I was 
to attend the National Newspaper 

Association Foundation conven-
tion in late September, so we 
scheduled the knee replacement 
in October.

At that convention, I was hon-
ored to be elected president of the 
organization, and we thought “we 
ought to have a party.”

A couple of weeks later, the 
long-awaited and often-post-
poned knee replacement arrived. 
By then, the knee was in such bad 
shape that the recovery was pret-
ty brutal, involving an additional 
procedure and about 10 weeks of 
pain killers.

I missed way more work than 
I had anticipated, but was for-
tunate to have a great staff that 
kept the wheels turning, and was 
wisely counseled not to write any-
thing for the paper while I was 
under the influence.

But the national presidency 
party had to wait.

As the recovery lumbered 
along, we began to look to May 25 
of this year — my 30th anniver-
sary as owner of The Community 
News.

We thought, “we ought to have 
a party.”

As the physical therapy on my 
left knee was finally coming to a 
successful conclusion, my right 
hip started bothering me.

Since then, quite frankly, I 
have been in a lot of pain, so 
we now have a hip replacement 
scheduled for May 20. We won’t 
have an anniversary party on the 
25th for obvious reasons.

I inherited my mother’s joints. 
I would have much preferred to 
inherit money, but oh, well.

I had a shoulder replacement 
in 2018, the knee replacement in 
October of 2024, and now the 
right hip. I have commented that 
I am on the “new joint every six 
months plan,” hoping to get one 
free after four.

At this point, metal detectors 
run screaming when they see me 
coming.

And, with all the titanium in 
my body, I have seriously con-
sidered not donating my body to 
science when my time comes, but 
to donate it to Gillette instead.

But seriously, we’re going to 
plow forward, and the people 
here are going to do a great job in 
my absence.

As for the party, it looks like 
May 25, 2030. We’ll keep you 
posted.

Randy Keck has been owner and 
publisher of The Community News 
for just a few days shy of 30 years.

Slings & Arrows

Delayed gratification and why we haven’t had a party

Randy Keck
rkeck@community-news.com

He’s everywhere.
Bigfoot, I mean, or Bigfeet 

if we’re into accurate plural 
labeling.

Lest you think Bigfoot/feet, 
however you choose to address 
him/her, only live in mountain-
ous areas, you might be surprised 
to find they are literally just 
about everywhere. And they are 
quite likely watching — perhaps 
even as you are reading this very 
column.

As a T-shirt I once saw on 
the rack at Goodwill says — and, 
of course I bought it — Bigfoot 
knows where you are camping. 
A song written and performed 
by a lady named Loren Coleman 
in connection with the Hanobia, 
Oklahoma Bigfoot Festival 
reminds us “If you hunt Bigfoot, 
Bigfoot may hunt you.”

That’s not why I don’t go 
camping, mind you. If I wanted 
to sleep on something hard I’d 
check into a $20 motel — and I 
know this because, well, I have at 
certain junctures in my life.

And I’m not so much of a 
hunter — nothing against those 
who do. But as for me, deer and 
other animals would probably 
take bets with each other con-
cerning which of my own feet I’d 
shoot first.

But back to my original point, 
Bigfoot is all around us. Even 
right here in Parker County.

In fact, sightings have taken 
place in 49 of the 50 states — 
with Hawaii actually having a 
short creature that otherwise has 
Bigfoot qualities.

And yes, there have been 
many sightings in Texas. There 
have been plenty in North Texas, 
according to the Bigfoot Field 
Researchers Organization (I have 
their app on my phone — no, it’s 
not nerdy).

Among those are some nota-
ble sightings that were reported 
on Highway 5 south of Aledo 
in 2011. BFRO Investigator Gary 
Christensen took the report.

“I work in the oil field indus-
try hauling salt water, and at one 
site, we have something big walk-
ing around. I have seen it for 
myself, as have a few others,” the 
anonymous report began (many 
reporting choose to remain anon-
ymous to as not to be ridiculed). 

The report, which noted the 
sighting was around 2 a.m., also 
indicated that whatever it was, 
presumably a Bigfoot, was look-
ing back — most likely with 
curiosity, but perhaps in self 
defense.

“But on the night of Aug. 26, 
2011, I seen its eyes on the other 
side of the fence that is at least 
9-10 feet high,” the reporter con-
tinued. “After I seen the eyes, it 
moved out of view, then started to 
throw rocks at the tank (a Bigfoot 
defense tactic). 

“The first thing that caught my 
attention was the lack of wildlife 
sounds and the smell of a skunk 
(another Bigfoot quality), and the 
sound of something that sounded 
like a low growl. Another person 
had put a game camera up, and it 
got a picture of something block-
ing the camera 30 minutes before 
I had got there. 

“I have seen other things in 
my time as a truck driver, but this 
is a little too close to home.”

Earlier, in June, another 
worker had a similar report.

“I had two lights on my trac-
tor trailer and one on my hard 
hat so I can read gauges. I start 
to grab my stuff and am almost 
to the steps. I seen eyes light up 
from my hard hat light. They 
were about 20 feet from the com-
pressor steps, on the other side of 
the fence by the creek,” the report 
began.

“Now I am a hog hunter, so 
I am used to seeing eyes until I 
was looking up at it. So I knew it 
was not a hog or a deer, or horse 
or cow. 

“As it looked at me, and I stood 
there looking at it, it stepped 
out from behind a tree toward 
the fence. It looked at me, then 
turned so I could not see its eyes 
anymore, and it walked like a 
human into the creek. So I ran 
to my truck and called my boss. 
Now I am not scared of a man, 
but that was not a man.”

The BFRO has reports from 
Parker County dating to the mid-
1970s. Here’s a list of incidents 
so far:
• October 1975 — A woman 

remembers an encounter not 
far from Brazos River.

• November 1976 — A man 
recalls strange occurrences as 
a youngster in Weatherford.

• December 1982 — While park-
ing near Sunshine Lake, teens 
have a late night encounter.

• November 2010 — A Hunter 
flushes out a large creature 
when retrieving rabbit.

• June 2011 — A worker has late 
night encounter at gas well 
near Aledo.

• August 2011 — A gas field 
trucker has encounter at a 
wellhead near Aledo.

• July 2019 — Night time road 
crossing sighting four miles 
south of Weatherford.

• October 2020 — Daylight 
sighting on the Brazos River 
west of Weatherford.

• In all, there have been 259 
sightings in Texas, accord-
ing to the BFRO. The most 
(16) have been reported in 
Montgomery with Liberty (11) 
next.

In these parts, Parker has the 
most sightings with eight, fol-
lowed by Palo Pinto and Denton 
County each with four.

Personally, I would love to see 
the big fella — from a distance, 
of course. I actually have a friend 
who runs the Sasquatch Outpost 
in Bailey, Colorado who takes 
folks out late at night to knock 
on trees — a way of communicat-
ing for Bigfoot. He’s asked me to 
come along and it is certainly on 
my bucket list.

My wife, the lovely Mrs. 
Junell, has said if I do ever see 
a Bigfoot I’ll be scared half to 
death. I tell her perhaps, but the 
half that stays alive will have a 
heck of a story to tell.

Which always makes me ask, 
if we’re scared half to death twice 
in the same lifetime do we die on 
the spot? If so, guess I’d better be 
happy with a single sighting.

By the way, the reports from 
the Aledo area also noted that 
two others saw it while pulling 
salt water out of the wells. It was 
reported one of the coworkers 
was so visibly shaken that he quit 
and moved to another state.

Unless it was Hawaii, there’s 
a chance Bigfoot is watching him 
there also.

Look at it This Way

Bigfoot is everywhere, so you’d better start believing

Rick Mauch
original_6@msn.net
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Gov. Greg Abbott last week 
signed a $1 billion private school 
voucher bill into law in front of 
a large crowd at the Governor’s 
Mansion, the San Antonio Express-
News and other media outlets 
reported. Abbott called the new law 
the biggest legislative win of his 
time in the governor’s office and 
touted the new program as the larg-
est in the nation.

“Today is the culmination of a 
movement that has swept across 
our state and across our country,” 
Abbott said. “It’s time we put our 
children on a pathway to have 
the number one-ranked educa-
tion system in the United States of 
America.”

The new voucher law will give 
Texas students $10,000 a year that 
can be used toward private school 
tuition, tutoring, textbooks, and 
other educational expenses. 

Abbott was joined on stage by 
U.S. Sen. John Cornyn, Lt. Gov. 
Dan Patrick, House Speaker Dustin 
Burrows, and several private school 
leaders. Meanwhile, across the street 
from the mansion, Democratic leg-
islators, union officials, and public 

educators gathered to express their 
opposition to vouchers.

“Today, big money won and the 
students of Texas lost,” said state 
Rep. James Talarico, D-Austin. 
“Remember this day next time a 
school closes in your neighborhood. 
Remember this day next time a 
beloved teacher quits because they 
can’t support their family on their 
salary.”

Bail crackdown bill strug-
gling in the House

Another of Abbott’s priorities is 
facing stiff opposition in the House 
from enough Democratic members 
to jeopardize its passage, according 
to the Houston Chronicle. The bail 
crackdown bill would prohibit pre-
trial release of defendants accused 
of certain violent offenses. In addi-
tion, voters would have to approve it 
as a constitutional amendment. 

As of late last week, not enough 
Democrats support the bill, which 
requires passage by a supermajority. 
At least 12 Democrats would have 
to side with Republican legislators 
in order for the bail bills to pass. 
Senate Joint Resolution 5 would 
allow judges to deny bail to any-
one accused of a violent crime or 
sexual offense, while Senate Joint 
Resolution 1 would prevent judges 
from granting bail for undocument-
ed immigrants charged with a 
felony. 

“This is not a right or left issue,” 
Abbott said. “This is not and should 
not be a Republican or a Democrat 
issue. This is a public safety issue, 
plain and simple.”

Both measures easily passed the 
Senate in February.

House Democrats assail the 
proposals as unconstitutional and 
have offered alternative bail reform 
proposals.

“Dan Patrick and Greg Abbott 
don’t actually want to fix crime — 
they want to run on it next year,” 
state Rep. Gene Wu, D-Houston 
and chair of the House Democratic 
Caucus, said in a statement.

State may restrain new 
large energy users

The Electric Reliability Council 
of Texas predicts the state’s ener-
gy needs will nearly double in six 
years, The Texas Tribune reported, 
prompting one West Texas legisla-
tor to sponsor Senate Bill 6. That 
measure, sponsored by state Sen. 
Phil King, R-Weatherford, would 
put guardrails on the state’s energy 
market meant to help ERCOT bet-
ter forecast future electricity needs.

“We do not have accurate load 
forecasting. No one knows if the 
forecast is real,” King said. Large 
companies, he added, are requiring 
ERCOT to plan “for load growth 
at dramatically higher levels than 
experienced ever in the history of 
Texas, and frankly, ever in the his-
tory of the United States.”

King said that without credible 
data the state runs the risk of either 
overbuilding, leading to higher rates 
for consumers in order to finance 
the expansions, or underbuilding 
and risking grid failure. His bill has 
already passed the Senate and is 
now before a House committee.

King’s bill would require new 
large businesses needing more than 
75 megawatts to disclose whether 
they have similar requests elsewhere 
in Texas or out of state, what their 
backup generator capacity will be, 
and to pay at least $100,000 to 
examine the transmission work 
needed to get electricity to their 
facilities.

Parasite could pose risk 
to Texas cattle

A flesh-eating parasite found 
in an infected cow in Mexico has 
prompted the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture to warn states along the 
southern border to monitor live-
stock and pets for signs of the New 
World Screwworm, a fly that was 
eradicated in this country in 1966 
through use of sterile male flies to 
stop propagation.

However, confirmed cases 
of cows infected with the screw-
worms are being found spreading 
northward from Central and South 
America. The Austin American-
Statesman reported imports of 
Mexican livestock into the United 
States were halted last November 
for three months. Imports restarted 
in February after increased ster-
ile fly deliveries and surveillance 
increased.

In April, Mexican authorities 
began curtailing flights of USDA 
planes dispersing sterile flies and 
imposing import duties on “critical 
aviation parts, dispersal equipment, 
and sterile fly shipments,” accord-
ing to a letter from U.S. Agriculture 
Secretary Brooke Rollins to Mexico’s 
ambassador to the United States. A 

new ban was averted when Mexican 
authorities relented and allowed 
additional flights and waived cus-
tom duties.

Bill would create  
parental advisory  
councils for  
school libraries

A Senate bill already passed 
that would require all Texas 
school boards to establish library 
advisory councils to vet books in 
school libraries drew criticism 
at a House committee hearing, 
the Statesman reported. Critics say 
the councils would make it near-
ly impossible for districts to buy 
new library books and would give 
too much power to small groups of 
parents.

The councils would identify 
books with “indecent” or “profane” 
content and could also nix materials 
they deem “harmful” or “inconsis-
tent with local community values.” 
Several people testifying at the 
House hearing called SB 13 an 
“overreach that would pave the way 
for discriminatory book removals.”

However, supporters of the mea-
sure say a 2023 law designed to 
remove objectionable books has not 
been effective. Two court rulings 
have made that measure largely 
unenforceable.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-win-
ning Texas journalist. He published 
a number of community newspapers 
in Texas during a 30-year span, 
including in Longview, Fort Stockton, 
Nacogdoches, Lufkin and Cedar Park. 
Email: gborders@texaspress.com.

Capital Highlights

Gary Borders
gborders@texaspress.com

Abbott signs voucher bill into law

When I introduced this weekly 
column more than 22 years ago, 
my stated goal was to provide 
amusement — even if corny and 
outdated — largely for readers deal-
ing with bodily wrinkles, waistlines, 
aches, breaks, bends and assorted 
other groans associated with later 
life. Sometimes I’ve tried to make 
lemonade when negative topics 
tempted.

Last week, I shared negative 
thoughts, promising additional 
details later. Here they are, my ire 
modified, even if not fully mollified.

Upon reflection, I choose to 
“throttle back” on a negative oil 

change/inspection experience, refo-
cusing instead on company policy.

That said, upon arrival, we were 
forewarned by a pleasant young 
lady — perhaps a trainee — that 
there might be a 30-40 minute 
wait. I could have driven away then, 
but her engaging smile and warm 
greeting attracted my wife and me. 
Farthest from my mind was that the 
projected wait time to enter the ser-
vice bay would be missed greatly; 
more than an hour passed. To her 
credit, she provided bottled water 
at “mid-visit.” We were trapped in 
line. I don’t know how long the guy 
in front had been waiting, but, upon 
entering the bay, he never stopped, 
exiting without service and yelling 
scornful words, none to be confused 
with “adieu.”

I requested an oil change 
and vehicle inspection. About 
25 minutes later, after declining 
other services, I received my bill. 
I reminded the attendant that I’d 
appreciate the 25% discount offered 
for oil changes only. He re-figured 
the bill.

After more than 100 minutes, 
we were on our way rejoicing, our 
rescue dog Archie particularly eager 
to get home, and me smoldering. I 
couldn’t believe that the attendant’s 
final words concerned his deep 
appreciation of our completion of 
an email requesting an evaluation 
of service that we’d receive soon. I 
told him I couldn’t wait. I know, I 
know. More customers than expect-
ed probably showed up, and maybe 
they were short-handed. All seemed 
to be working hard.

Now, let’s turn to suggestions for 
corporate consideration:

1) Seek ways for unsatisfied cus-
tomers to easily reach a real person. 
The current customer service sham 
isn’t working. I completed a “zeroes-
in-every-category” email response. 
Finally reaching a telephone call 
center, I was directed to a number 
that triggered the old “mailbox-is-
full-call-back-later” message.

2) Stop with the printed wind-
shield stickers inviting customers 
back 3,000 miles later. “Just a 
reminder,” an attendant said.

3) Urge technicians to remain 
pleasant — particularly to us senile 
customers — and when the veteran 
discount is requested, If technicians 
check license plates, they should 
never return with a snide “your-
license-plate-doesn’t-say-veteran” 
remark if the license doesn’t con-
firm. (I already had my driver’s 
license designation in hand.) He 
sheepishly accepted.

4) It is understandable that 
additional products/services are 
available, and that each location 
probably has quotas. However, when 
lines are long, tempers on edge and 
the 10-minute oil change assurance 
blown to smithereens, please forego 
unsought examinations of wiper 
blades/various filters/other services 
unless customers request. Even if 
business is slow, how about seeking 
permission to provide additional 
services? Asking “May I?” up front 
is strongly recommended. (“May I” 
was big in childhood games, right?)

5) As to veteran discounts, get 
on or get off. Offering 25% dis-
counts for oil changes only invites 

misunderstanding and/or misgiv-
ings. Are you really trying to honor 
men and women who have served 
our country? How about this? Offer 
whatever discount you choose, but 
for all products and services, even 
if it halves the current “25% off oil 
changes only” offer.

I truly do commend the workers 
toiling away in these places. Their 
work is hard.

Further, I cut some slack for the 
top brass, figuring profit margins 
may sometimes be slim, and fierce 
competition likely ever present.

If my complaints ever reach the 
top, I hope they’ll be considered 
by real people, but even if by “AI” 
(artificial intelligence), it would be 
better than nothing. We “geezers” 
appeal in the interest of all ages. 
Bottled water ain’t enough.

Dr. Newbury, a longtime speaker in 
the Metroplex, may be contacted at 
817-447-3872 or newbury@speaker-
doc.com. His column may be accessed 
at www.speakerdoc.com, where he 
reads it aloud, sometimes without 
stumbling.

Idle American

A Day Gone Wrong

Dr. Don Newbury
newbury@speakerdoc.com

community-news.com/subscribe
817-441-7661

online and/or print delivery
Award-winning newspaper:
• National Newspaper  

Association

• Texas Press Association

• North & East Texas Press 
Association

Eight individuals  

revived in 2024

By Christopher Amos

The Community News

Firefighters are trained in emergency life-

saving techniques. Stationed throughout the 

county, they are likely to be the first on the 

scene of a medical emergency before an ambu-

lance arrives.

Parker County Emergency Services District 

No. 1 began intensified training last year with 

the Parker County Hospital District, resulting 

in eight lives being saved in 2024 in the ESD1 

area. The responders, in teams of three, were 

honored with Life Saving Company Citations 

at the annual Parker County ESD1 awards 

ceremony Feb. 28.

On Jan. 19, Dusty Hallman, Chris Willmer, 

and Adam Gouge of Truck 35 Willow Park 

revived a victim at the Hospital District Station 

3 on Atwood Court.

On April 11, Will Meyers, Chris Willmer, 

and Keith Obert of Truck 35 Willow Park 

revived an individual at a home on Ranch 

House Road.

June 22, Hunter Sereika, Roland Noe, and 

Logan Bushong of Engine 34 Aledo revived a 

victim at a home on White Settlement Road.

God’s Here  Aledo filmmaker garners top nominations, 5
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CORRECTION

In the March 7 issue, our report 

on the Emergency Services 

District No. 1 awards referred 

to “Springtown Station 45.” 

The correct designation is 

Springtown Station 48. We 

regret the error.

WILLOW PARK

City hires new police chief

Receives clean audit

By Randy Keck

The Community News

Following an executive session at its March 

11 city council meeting, the council voted to 

hire Ray Lacy as the city’s new police chief.

Lacy was most recently the interim police 

chief in Jourdanton, Texas (south of San 

Antonio).
Parker County, however, is closer to home 

and family. Lacy grew up in Mesquite before 

embarking on a 39-year law enforcement 

career.
Lacy said he was already familiar with 

Willow Park due to his long-time friendship 

with council member Chawn Gilliland.

“We’ve known each other for a long time 

and I’ve been up here many times visiting him 

and coming to police schools so when this 

position opened and we talked, I knew it’s a 

great place,” Lacy said.

Lacy also served in the University Park 

area of Dallas.

“I’m all about community service, commu-

nity care, taking care of our citizens and our 

business owners,” Lacy said. “We did that in 

University Park and I think that fits perfectly 

with what they want to do here, too.”

While technically retired, Lacy said he 

never intended to stay retired, and in retire-

ment has been doing contract police work.

Lacy graduated from Dallas Baptist 

University and holds masters certification and 

an advanced instructor certification in addi-

tion to other credentials.

He also graduated from the Law 

Enforcement Management Institute of Texas 

(LEMIT), which he said “is the premier place 

that we send all of our executives.”

He is a graduate of the Texas Municipal 

League leadership program as well.

His wife, Andrea, is a registered Nurse, and 

she approved the move to Willow Park.

“She’s the one that blesses where we would 

go before I even apply and she likes it out this 

way,” he said, adding that she has family in the 

area as well.

Willow Park City Manager Bryan Grimes 

said the target date for Lacy to begin his duties 

is March 24.

Former police chief Daniel Franklin 

resigned on Jan. 23.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Snow Garrett Williams senior auditor Reba Long presented the results of the city’s audit at the 

Willow Park City Council meeting on March 11.

Turn to CHIEF, page 3

CHRISTOPHER AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Seventeen Company Citation honorees are joined by Parker County ESD1 leaders for a moment together at the annual ESD1 awards banquet. 

Chief Stephen Watson, Assistant Chief David Pruitt, Seth Wells, Tyler Ramsey, Tommy Bond, Hunter Sereika, Dustin Rowe, Jordan Sereika, Keith 

Obert, Will Meyers, Logan Bushong, Richard Noe, Dusty Hallman, Chris Willmer, Justin Hanley, Caleb Wainscott, Steven Ward, Deputy Chief Jason 

Ingram, Roland Noe, Adam Gouge, and Dr. Justin Northeim of Parker County Hospital District.

Firefighters honored for saving lives 

“Next to creating 

a life, the finest 

thing a man can 

do is save one.”
- Abraham Lincoln

Turn to ESD, page 3

ANNETTA

Council tables 

amending 

the drought 

contingency 

plan
by Jim Zimmermann

The Community News

The Annetta Town Council meet-

ing only had a few items on the 

agenda at its Feb. 20 meeting, but 

none were more important than 

ordinance amending the Drought 

Contingency plan.

Every council member had valu-

able input in regard to how the plan 

should be put in effect considering 

the amount of the service fee cus-

tomers should be charged when they 

exceed the limit that all customers 

adhere to. 

“We have customers that are 

always in compliance with the lim-

its not matter the season. We also 

have customers that have told us 

they don’t care if they go over the 

limit, they want to have a green yard 

no matter the season,” commented 

Mayor Sandy Roberts.

“Our customers have been 

extremely understanding when it 

comes to water usage and why we 

need to apply service fees to those 

who continue to use excessive 

amount of water,” Mayor pro-tem 

Kent Stacey said. 

Annetta has a superior rating for 

their water and wants to keep that 

standard they have worked so hard 

for. 
The council will meet again in 

regard to the service fees and a “tier” 

system on the usage of water that 

customer will be assessed when they 

go over a certain usage.

The mayor also read a proclama-

tion stating that March 16-25 will be 

Poison Prevention week. 

http://www.texasbutane.com
http://www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com
http://www.tworld.com/weatherford
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One of eight to  
compete at regionals
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

This past week (May 7-8), Lila 
Satterfield fulfilled a promise she 
made to Aledo tennis coach Joe 
McCoy at the start of the spring 
season. 

“Lila had set this goal of mak-
ing it to state early in the spring 
and told me weekly she was going 
to achieve it,” McCoy said. “She 
worked very hard this spring dur-
ing the week and on the weekends 
preparing to make that come true.”

And now it has as Satterfield will 
compete in girls singles Thursday 
and Friday, May 15-16, at the Class 5A 
State Tournament at the Northside 
Tennis Center in San Antonio. She 
qualified by finishing third at the 5A 
Region I Tournament at Texas Tech 
University in Lubbock May 7-8.

She is the first tennis player 
from Aledo to advance to the state 
tournament since the boys doubles 
team of Ryan Howell and Erik 
Meendsen qualified in 2014. They 
won their first match at state before 
falling in the semifinals to eventual 
state champions Connor LaFavre/
Hunter Holman from Dallas 
Highland Park, and finished third.

Satterfield, a sophomore, entered 
regionals on the heels of winning 
the District 5-5A Tournament in 
which she went 3-0. She began 
regional play by easily disposing 
of Olivia Guzman of El Paso High 
School, 6-1, 6-0.

Satterfield then took on No. 
6 seed Talyn Hardy of Abilene 
Cooper. After taking the first set in 
solid 6-1 fashion, she held off Hardy 

for a  7-5 win in the second set to 
finish the sweep and advance to the 
semifinals.

There she met No. 2 seed Sara 
Shelhamer of Amarillo High, falling 
6-3, 6-4. She rebounded, howev-
er, to down fourth-seeded Khloe 
Valdez of Lubbock High, 7-5, 6-1 to 
garner a berth at state.

“She had a rocky beginning in 
the third-place match, going down 
1-4 in the first set before she gained 
her form and poured it on,” McCoy 
said.

While Satterfield is the only 
member of the team still playing, 
Aledo players collected six wins in 
all at regionals.

Boys doubles: Jacob 
Heckathorn/Francois Britz defeat-
ed Elijah Effinger/Dylan Blackshire, 
Burleson Centennial, 6-1, 6-2; lost 
to No. 2 seed Nicola Guevara/Max 
Martin, El Paso High, 6-1, 6-2.

Girls doubles: Natalie Nawrocki/
Sydney Byrd defeated Sarienah 
Gutierrez/Natalie Nararetta, Del 
Valle, 6-1, 6-1; lost to No. 2 seed 
Emma Hail/Kalina Trinidade, 
Lubbock High, 6-1, 6-0.

Mixed doubles: Ben Kurth/
Patrice Loftin defeated Chance 
Dearman/Mady Rose, Cleburne, 
7-6, 6-2; lost to No. 1 seed Caden 
Everett/Julia Lightman, Argyle, 6-1, 
6-1.

Girls singles: McKinley Hayes 
lost to No. 5 seed Kennedi Tovar, El 
Paso High, 6-1, 6-1.

“We had a very good showing. 
I am so proud of the entire team, 
as they represented Aledo well,” 
McCoy said. “It was nice to see all 
of them playing some of their best 
tennis at the end of the season.”

HIGH SPEED INTERNET
SPEEDING IS ENCOURAGED 
CALL CIRRA NETWORKS TODAY

(817) 259-1100  |  www.cirranet.net

CLEAR FORK MATERIALS

800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD 
ALEDO, TEXAS

HUDSON OAKS OFFICE - 817-594-2222

BENBROOK OFFICE - 817-241-3333

WWW.CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM

“Come grow with us!”

Hours: M-F 7:30 - 5:00 
Sat. 8:00-12:00 

817-441-7777

Topsoil Blends • Organic Composts • Mulches
Specialty River Rocks • Variety of Stone and Boulders

Serving North Texas  
since l986

PICK UPS WELCOME
DELIVERY AVAILABLE

White’s 
Funeral Home
130 Houston Ave. • Weatherford 

817-596-4811
www.whitesfuneral.com

Our family
serving 

your family
since 1908.

TENNIS

Racquet Cat Satterfield qualifies for state

COURTESY OF JOE MCCOY

Eight members of the Aledo Racquet Cats competed at the Class 5A Region I Tennis Tournament at Texas Tech 
University in Lubbock May 7-8, with Lila Satterfield qualifying for state in girls singles. Pictured are (front row, 
from left) Sydney Byrd, Patrice Loftin, Satterfield, McKinley Hayes, and Natalie Nawrocki, and (back row) Jacob 
Heckathorn, Ben Kurth, and Francois Britz.

100 Willow Bend w Willow Park

Sponsored by

2880 Fort Worth Hwy. w Hudson Oaks
www.go2fbt.com

Landon Barnes w Baseball

BEARCAT
OF THE WEEK

The junior had four hits in two games as the Bearcats swept Fort Worth Arlington 
Heights in their second-round playoff series, 12-2 and 5-1. His hits included a 
pair of doubles. He also drew a walk, stole a base, and drove in four runs.

100 Willow Bend w Willow Park

Sponsored by

2880 Fort Worth Hwy. w Hudson Oaks
www.go2fbt.com

Tempe Perry w Softball

LADYCAT
OF THE WEEK

The freshman was an offensive force in the Ladycats’ 11-0 third-round playoff 
win over Amarillo. Her three hits included a home run and double as she also 
drove in three runs.

DID YOU KNOW
You can get the electronic version 
of The Community News for only 

$3.75 per month!
community/news.com/subscribe

http://www.clearforkmaterials.com
http://www.whitesfuneral.com
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817-901-9455
5050 S Hwy 5

Aledo, TX

EVERYONE WELCOME
WWW.PCCOWBOYCHURCH.ORG

Sundays
Bible Study 8:30 AM
Service 10:00 AM

PARKER COUNTY COWBOY CHURCH
PCCC

Sunday Service 
10:00 AM

Churches
16250 Old Weatherford Road

Aledo, Texas
For current Mass Times visit our website at:

www.HolyRedeemerAledo.org
For more information contact the Parish Office at 817-441-3500

aledoumc.org 

your church since 1878

@Oak and Pecan (817) 441 8329

WORSHIP WITH US AT

united methodist church
ALEDO

Sundays
Contemporary Service 9am

Traditional Service 11am
Online Worship - aledoumc.org

Wednesday Nights
Adult Bible Study 

ChildChildren’s JAM (K-5th)
Students @ the Quad
Vocal and Bell Choirs 

No. 4 Aledo run-
rules Amarillo in 
11-0, will face Bird-
ville next
By Geoff Heppes
The Community News

IOWA PARK – The No. 4 
Aledo Ladycats softball team 
moved one step closer to its ulti-
mate goal in dominant fashion 
in a winner-take-all regional 
semifinal against the Amarillo 
Lady Sandies. While senior 
pitcher Taylor McKean limited 
Amarillo to only one hit as a 
team, the Ladycats’ burning 
bats exploded for 11 runs as the 
Ladycats punched their ticket to 

the regional final with an 11-0 
win in five innings.

Following an RBI double 
from freshman Tempe Perry in 
the bottom of the second inning, 
senior shortstop Marina Taveras 
blasted a three-run homer to 
center that increased the lead to 
4-0. Poetically, Perry followed 
with another RBI double to 
make it 5-0 and Riley Marx’s RBI 
double pushed the advantage to 
6-0. Then, Aledo used a five-
run fourth inning to extend the 
lead to 11-0 and push Amarillo 
to the brink. McKean provided 
a picture-perfect ending to the 
regional semifinal bout by strik-
ing out the side for the last three 
outs of the game.

McKean tossed all five 
innings with 10 strikeouts 

against only one hit while Perry 
went 3-for-3 with two runs and 
three RBI. All three of Tempe’s 
hits (two doubles and one home 
run) were scoring hits. Junior 
third baseman Kyleigh Pawlak 
also went deep and finished the 
game 2-for-3 with two runs and 
two RBI. Marx went 2-for-3 with 
a run and two RBI while Taveras 
added her three-run homer.

The Ladycats (28-3, 12-0) 
will begin a best-of-three series 
against Birdville for the Region 
I crown at 7 p.m. Thursday, 
May 15, at Aledo High School. 
Game 2 will be played at 7 p.m. 
Friday at Birdville High School, 
and Game 3 will occur at noon 
Saturday at Kennedale High 
School if necessary.

Highest finish since 
2022
Weatherford College
Special to The Community News

The Weatherford College 
women’s tennis team finished 
ninth at the National Junior 
College Athletic Association 
(NJCAA) Division I National 
Tournament in Tyler last week. 
It is WC’s highest finish since 
advancing to eighth place in 
2022.  

“We had some opportunities 
to win even more matches, but 
things didn’t swing our way,” 
said Steph Wooten, WC head 

tennis coach. “We got a little 
nervous and lost some matches 
against players we had beaten 
earlier in the season.” 

WC’s top two doubles teams 
each advanced to the quarterfi-
nals: Hoziane Kitambala/Claire 
Mahere (Flight 1) and Juliana 
Jurado/Rosmary Pena (Flight 
2). 

On the final day of compe-
tition, Wednesday, Kitambala 
won the Flight 2 singles conso-
lation final, and Pena won the 
Flight 3 consolation final.  

Hillsborough Community 
College in Tampa, Florida, won 
the national championship, 

their second title in three years. 
Cowley College (Kansas) was 
second and Tyler Junior College, 
the host team, was third. 

“I think the season went well 
overall,” said Wooten, who is in 
her first year at WC. “We started 
the fall with just two girls and 
then took six to compete at the 
highest level at nationals. We 
have good momentum going 
into next year.” 

The WC men’s tennis team 
is competing in their nation-
al tournament May 12-16 in 
Florence, South Carolina.

WC ramps up for  
another post season 
matchup
Courtesy Weatherford College

It’s down to the final four baseball 
teams in Region V to see who makes 
the NJCAA Division I World Series.

Weatherford College has qualified 
for the super regional after sweeping 
El Paso Community College last week 
in the first round of the postseason. 
Now, the four winners of their respec-
tive first-round series will convene 
at Odessa College for the Southwest 
District Championship May 15-18.

The tournament winner will 
advance to the World Series in Grand 
Junction, Colorado. There are no at-
large bids.

WC is seeking a second bid in three 
seasons.

The Coyotes (46-11) will face 
New Mexico Junior College (39-18) 
Thursday, May 15, at 11 a.m. in the 
first game of the double-elimination 
tournament. Odessa (40-15) will host 
McLennan Community College (42-16) 
in the other first-round game.

Weatherford defeated New Mexico 
twice in February and beat Odessa 
twice in non-conference play as well. 
McLennan and WC split their four-
game conference series 2-2. 

Weatherford is ranked No. 3 in the 
latest NJCAA national poll released 
May 5. McLennan is No. 17.

All Southwest District 
Championship games will be 
livestreamed at www.tsbnsports.com.

No. 20 Coyotes 
finish season with 
33-15 record
Weatherford College
Special to The Community News

The Western Texas 
College softball team defeated 
Weatherford College 3-2 in a 
regional tournament elimina-
tion game Thursday, May 8 in 
Odessa, eliminating the Coyotes 
from the postseason and ending 
their 2020 campaign. 

The Coyotes, ranked No. 20 
in the country, ended their sea-
son with a 33-15 overall record. 

They dropped their first-round 
game in the regional tourna-
ment to Odessa College, 5-1, a 
day earlier.

In the loss against Western 
Texas, the game was tied 1-1 
until the bottom of the fourth 
inning when WTC put up two 
runs. WC answered with a run 
in the top of the sixth, but the 
Westerners held on for the win.  

Alexah Reyes went 3-for-3 
with one RBI for the Coyotes. 
Janae Trojacek was 3-for-4 with 
an RBI. Isabella Alosi had a 
2-for-3 performance. 

WC pitcher Sarah Hanf gave 
up six hits, one earned run and 

two walks while striking out 
four. Lindsey Oliver allowed no 
hits and no runs with one walk 
and two strikeouts over two and 
one third innings in relief. 

Against Odessa, after the 
game was scoreless for the first 
couple of innings, WC dropped 
the tie on a grand slam from 
Mason Barclay, giving Odessa 
the 4-0 lead.

Despite a sacrifice fly from 
Hannah Bartles in the top of the 
fifth, the Coyotes couldn’t bridge 
the 5-1 gap that ultimately sealed 
the game for the Wranglers.

Aledo ISD Day with the Texas 
Rangers is scheduled for June 1 at 
12:05 p.m. It’s also Aledo alum/Rangers 
pitcher Cody Bradford Jersey Day.

For tickets, visit rangers.com/
schools.

The Rangers will take on the St. 
Louis Cardinals.

Bearcats, Eagles in re-
spective top 10

In this week’s Texas High School 
Baseball Coaches Association state 
rankings, Aledo and Brock are once 
again among the top 10. The Bearcats 
(27-7) are No. 6 in Class 5A and the 
Eagles (27-3) are No. 5 in Class 4A.

Aledo will face Amarillo (24-11-1) in 
the third round of the playoffs in a best-
of-three series in Iowa Park. Game 1 is 
Thursday, May 15 at 7 p.m. Game 2 is 
Friday at 1 p.m. and Game 3 will follow, 
if necessary.

Brock will face Clint (19-11-1) in a 
best-of-three series at Midland College. 
The first game is Thursday at 5 p.m., 
with Game 2 Friday at 11 a.m. and a 
third game to follow, if necessary.

Mazon among seven 
Coyotes named all-con-
ference

Brandt named Pitcher of the Year, 
Lightfoot Co-Coach of the Year

The No. 3 nationally ranked 
Weatherford College Coyotes (44-11) 
had seven athletes named as part of the 
Northern Texas Junior College Athletic 
Conference All-Conference Team for 
the 2025 season.

Coach Jeff Lightfoot was named 
Co-Coach of the Year alongside Cal 
Hernandez from Grayson College. The 
Coyotes and the Vikings tied for the 
conference championship with 24-8 
league records.

Sophomore right-handed pitch-
er Evan Brandt was chosen as the 
NTJCAC Pitcher of the Year, as well 

as All-Region V North and first team 
all-conference.

Sophomore infielders Manuel Salas 
and Aledo’s Trace Mazon were also 
selected to be part of the All-Region V 
North team and first team all-confer-
ence, with Salas at first base and Mazon 
at third.

Sophomore Caden Mitchell was 
chosen as the utility player and fresh-
man right-hander Rodney Pena was 
selected as one of two relief pitchers for 
the all-conference first team.

Freshman right-handed pitch-
er Cooper Strawn and freshman 
left-handed pitcher Trent Collier were 
both selected for the second team.

WC’s Rennhack named 
Conference Coach of 
the Year

Aledo’s Mahanay among player 
honors

The Weatherford College women’s 
and men’s golf teams had several ath-
letes earn honors from the Northern 
Texas Junior College Athletic 
Conference. 

Three athletes from the women’s 
team earned a spot on the all-con-
ference first team. Freshman Corrina 
Haros was not only named a member of 
the first team, but was also awarded the 
NTJCAC’s sole spot on the All-Region 
V team.

Alongside Haros, Coyote fresh-
man Emily Gutierrez and sophomore 
Catherine Haas-Black also earned first 
team honors, as WC took three of the 
four spots.

The WC men’s golf team had four 
athletes honored as well. Freshman 
Abdo Fakori was selected as part of the 
all-conference first team. Fellow fresh-
men Dawson Langan, Braylon Mahanay 
of Aledo and Nathan Anderson were 
selected for the second team.

Coach Dave Rennhack, who became 
the WC head coach for men’s and 
women’s golf in 2024, received the 
Conference Coach of the Year award on 
the men’s side.

Ladycats bury Sandies for 
regional semifinal crown

BASEBALL

Coyotes enter super 
regional Thursday

TENNIS

WC women ninth in 
national tournament

SOFTBALL

WC season ends at regional 
tournament

Bearcat Day set with Rangers
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Classifieds

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor 

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100  
Aledo, TX 76008  
Bus. 817-441-4108 • Fax 800-656-0301 
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com 
www.edwardjones.com

Operated by a subsidary  
of NRT, LLC

KIMBERLY MEYER, 
ABR, CRS, GRI

REALTOR®

Cell (817) 929-0347
kimberly.meyer@cbdfw.com

5924 Convair Drive #420  
Fort Worth, TX 76109

www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer

Global Luxury Specialist

• COMPOSITION SHINGLES
• WOOD SHINGLES
• NEW ROOFS • REROOFS
• REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 • mobile (817) 996-2726

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

Insurance Claims Handled

Free 

Estim
ates

Hearing
Care Center
4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702
Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre
Phone: 817.263.1971

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
CHAPPELL

Vanity Tops                                           Tubs 
Whirlpool Tubs                         Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE
2927 Greenlee Park Trail

Weatherford, Texas 76088

  817-341-8970
Natural Granite  •  Solid Surface  •  Silestone

5 & 6 Inch Seamless Gutters • Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial • New & Repair

ROSS GUTTERS
In Business Since 1995

Office: 817-565-4658
Talk and text 817-771-9661

FREE SPLASH BLOCKS FOR A LIMITED TIME

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
SERVICE AND REPAIR • LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

817-441-8633
• • NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS • •

817-443-9733
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR
LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

(817) 249-2028

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t

Ken Hartman, Proprietor

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry 
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

Beautiful Doors
REFINISHED

Front Doors • Garage Doors
Shutters • Wood Trim
Wood Replacement

Weatherstripping

Mike & Aaron Tennyson
817-305-3087

Call or Text

 • Boarding  
• Grooming  
• Heated & Cooled  
• Indoor & Outdoor Runs 
• 24-Hour Attendant 

Ring Leaders Kennel
Aledo 817-441-8071

Business Cards

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS

The City of Aledo has applied for the 2024 Hazard Mitigation Grant 
Program (HMGP) grants from the Texas Division of Emergency 
Management (TDEM) under DR-4781 April 2024 Severe Storms 
and DR-4798 Hurricane Beryl. Accordingly, the City is seeking to 
contract with a qualified engineering firm to conduct an engineering 
study if applicable, determine scope of work, prepare all preliminary 
and final design plans and specifications, and conduct all necessary 
interim and final inspections.  These services are being solicited to 
assist the City in its pre-award and post-award engineering services 
of its proposed HMGP project(s).  

Please submit 1 hard copy and email a digital copy of your propos-
al of services and a statement of qualifications to: Travis Askins, 
Director of Public Works, 104 Maverick St. (physical), P.O. Box 1 
(mailing), Aledo, TX 76008, taskins@aledotx.gov.  Proposals must 
be received by 3:00pm on Tuesday, June 3, 2025 to be considered. 

The City reserves the right to negotiate with any and all individu-
als or firms that submit proposals, as per the Texas Professional 
Services Procurement Act and the Uniform Grant and Contract 
Management Standards.  Minority Business Enterprises, Women 
Business Enterprises, and labor surplus area firms are encouraged 
to submit proposals.  The City of Aledo is an Affirmative Action/
Equal Opportunity Employer.  Servicios de traducción están dis-
ponibles por peticion.

Public Hearing 
Town of Annetta

The Planning & Zoning Commission and the City Council of the 
Town of Annetta will hold separate public hearings on separate 
dates to consider a Specific Use Permit application for the following 
property:

 1. Property located at 1228 Redbud Lane on 2.5 acres not 
platted as Abst: 2038, Survey: NEWBY J H, Town of Annetta, 
Parker County, Texas.  Zoning change from R-1 Residential 
to R-1 Residential with a Special Use Permit to allow an 
accessory dwelling unit to be constructed on the same lot as 
the main dwelling unit.  The accessory dwelling unit is to be 
used by a person or persons related to occupants of the main 
dwelling unit.

Planning & Zoning Commission Public Hearing and Regular Meeting 
Date:  June 12, 2025 – 7:00 p.m.

City Council Public Hearing and Regular Meeting 
Date: June 19, 2025 – 7:00 p.m.

Location: Annetta Town Hall, 450 Thunder Head Lane, Annetta, 
Texas 76008

The public is invited and encouraged to attend the hearings.

Jamee Long, TRMC 
City Secretary/Administrator

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON A RE-PLAT OF A 
SUBDIVISION LOCATED IN PRECINCT #4

THE HONORABLE COMMISSIONERS’ COURT of Parker County, 
Texas, will conduct a Public Hearing on the First Floor of the Main 
Courthouse, located at One Courthouse Square, Weatherford, Parker 
County, Texas, on Tuesday, the 27th day of May. 2025. at the hour 
of 9:00 a.m. to consider, discuss, and/or act on the replat of a sub-
division located in Precinct 4, Parker County, Texas:

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT AN APPLICATION HAS BEEN 
FILED WITH THE PARKER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT TO 
APPROVE THE REPLAT OF THE FOLLOWING SUBDIVISION:

REVISION BEAR CREEK NORTH

Consider/discuss/and, or act on a replat with lots 9 & 10 being 7.52 
acres in a subdivision known as Bear Creek North, located off of 
Bear Creek Road in Precinct #4.

The Aledo Independent School District (the District) is requesting 
competitive sealed proposals for RFP 2505-02 (Delivered Pizza for 
Child Nutrition Operations).  Specifications for this project may be 
obtained on the District’s electronic procurement system at https://
aledoisd.ionwave.net/. Proposals will be received until 3 PM CT 
on May 23, 2025.  Proposals will be electronically unsealed and 
opened shortly after the specified time of closing.  Public atten-
dance is not required.  Late bids will be rejected as non-responsive. 
Accommodations and modifications for people with disabilities are 
available upon request. Submit requests to Kim Whitley at  
kwhitley@aledoisd.org.  The District reserves the right to reject any 
and/or all proposals, to accept the proposal(s) that provide(s) the 
best value to the District, and to waive all formalities with respect 
thereto.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

The City of Hudson Oaks is requesting proposals for two 
EMERGENCY STAND-BY GENERATORS. Proposals will be received 
at Hudson Oaks City Hall, 210 Hudson Oaks Drive, Hudson Oaks, TX 
76087 until 11:00 am CDT, Wednesday, June 25, 2025 and pro-
posals will be opened publicly. Bidding documents may be examined 
at the Hudson Oaks City Hall, 210 Hudson Oaks Drive, Hudson Oaks 
Texas, 76087. Copies of such instruments are available at on the 
city’s website at https://www.hudsonoaks.com/Business/Bidding-
Opportunites.

HELP WANTED - SHOP TRAINEE
Leather shop trainee needed. Some secretarial, start $20 
per hour, 30-hour week, 8:30-3 p.m. 817-441-7480

BIDDING ENDS 

MAY14 

ference room, & 4 Bath, 
is perfectly designed to 
rofessional needs. 

SAVE $350 when you transform
your patio into an outdoor oasis.

Instant shade—at the touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time with family and friends.

Up to 10-Year Limited Warranty. 

SAVE $350 TODAY!
Call 1-844-997-3014 now to

America’s #1 Awning!

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 855-704-8579  
to schedule your free quote!

TexSCAN Week of 
May 11-17, 2025

AUCTIONS
Prime Office Space in Spring, TX — Bidding ends 
May 14. 12 private offices, a conference room, & 4 
Bath, this 4,950 sq ft building is perfectly designed 
to accommodate various professional needs. 25222 
Glen Loch Dr., Spring, TX 77380. 800-742-9165 or 
7HAUCTIONS.COM.

Land Auction May 22 — 410 ± acres commercial, 
home site acreages, and recreational land offered in 13 
parcels located 8 minutes northeast of Mount Pleasant 
along Interstate 30. 918-550-8118, CJ-Auctions.com.

CHARITY
Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support 
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car 
Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today!

ENERGY
Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just 
a generator. It’s a power move.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SunSetter. America’s Number One Awning! Instant 
shade at the touch of a button. Transform your 
deck or patio into an outdoor oasis. Up to 10-year 
limited warranty. Call now and SAVE $350 today! 
844-997-3014.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE
Wesley Financial Group, LLC — Timeshare 
Cancellation Experts. Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free informational 
package and learn how to get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. Call 
855-501-6864

CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE
Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and activation is free. All plans feature 
unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For 
more information, call 1-855-493-3803.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus 
procedures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-
0467 www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

OIL & GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

WATER DAMAGE
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  
A small amount of water can lead to major damage 
in your home. Our trusted professionals do complete 
repairs to protect your family and your home’s value! 
Call 24/7: 1-833-879-1450. Have zip code of service 
location ready when you call! 

WANTED
Need Extra Cash  — I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001!

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
200 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

http://www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer
http://www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
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Eight individuals  

revived in 2024

By Christopher Amos

The Community News

Firefighters are trained in emergency life-

saving techniques. Stationed throughout the 

county, they are likely to be the first on the 

scene of a medical emergency before an ambu-

lance arrives.

Parker County Emergency Services District 

No. 1 began intensified training last year with 

the Parker County Hospital District, resulting 

in eight lives being saved in 2024 in the ESD1 

area. The responders, in teams of three, were 

honored with Life Saving Company Citations 

at the annual Parker County ESD1 awards 

ceremony Feb. 28.

On Jan. 19, Dusty Hallman, Chris Willmer, 

and Adam Gouge of Truck 35 Willow Park 

revived a victim at the Hospital District Station 

3 on Atwood Court.

On April 11, Will Meyers, Chris Willmer, 

and Keith Obert of Truck 35 Willow Park 

revived an individual at a home on Ranch 

House Road.
June 22, Hunter Sereika, Roland Noe, and 

Logan Bushong of Engine 34 Aledo revived a 

victim at a home on White Settlement Road.

God’s Here  Aledo filmmaker garners top nominations, 5

M a r c h  1 4 ,  2 0 2 5  · w w w . c o m m u n i t y - n e w s . c o m  · 7 5  c e n t s

The CommuniTy news

Serving Aledo · the Annettas · Hudson Oaks · Willow Park, Texas

CORRECTION

In the March 7 issue, our report 

on the Emergency Services 

District No. 1 awards referred 

to “Springtown Station 45.” 

The correct designation is 

Springtown Station 48. We 

regret the error.WILLOW PARK

City hires new police chief

Receives clean audit

By Randy Keck

The Community News

Following an executive session at its March 

11 city council meeting, the council voted to 

hire Ray Lacy as the city’s new police chief.

Lacy was most recently the interim police 

chief in Jourdanton, Texas (south of San 

Antonio).
Parker County, however, is closer to home 

and family. Lacy grew up in Mesquite before 

embarking on a 39-year law enforcement 

career.
Lacy said he was already familiar with 

Willow Park due to his long-time friendship 

with council member Chawn Gilliland.

“We’ve known each other for a long time 

and I’ve been up here many times visiting him 

and coming to police schools so when this 

position opened and we talked, I knew it’s a 

great place,” Lacy said.

Lacy also served in the University Park 

area of Dallas.

“I’m all about community service, commu-

nity care, taking care of our citizens and our 

business owners,” Lacy said. “We did that in 

University Park and I think that fits perfectly 

with what they want to do here, too.”

While technically retired, Lacy said he 

never intended to stay retired, and in retire-

ment has been doing contract police work.

Lacy graduated from Dallas Baptist 

University and holds masters certification and 

an advanced instructor certification in addi-

tion to other credentials.

He also graduated from the Law 

Enforcement Management Institute of Texas 

(LEMIT), which he said “is the premier place 

that we send all of our executives.”

He is a graduate of the Texas Municipal 

League leadership program as well.

His wife, Andrea, is a registered Nurse, and 

she approved the move to Willow Park.

“She’s the one that blesses where we would 

go before I even apply and she likes it out this 

way,” he said, adding that she has family in the 

area as well.
Willow Park City Manager Bryan Grimes 

said the target date for Lacy to begin his duties 

is March 24.
Former police chief Daniel Franklin 

resigned on Jan. 23.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Snow Garrett Williams senior auditor Reba Long presented the results of the city’s audit at the 

Willow Park City Council meeting on March 11.

Turn to CHIEF, page 3

CHRISTOPHER AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Seventeen Company Citation honorees are joined by Parker County ESD1 leaders for a moment together at the annual ESD1 awards banquet. 

Chief Stephen Watson, Assistant Chief David Pruitt, Seth Wells, Tyler Ramsey, Tommy Bond, Hunter Sereika, Dustin Rowe, Jordan Sereika, Keith 

Obert, Will Meyers, Logan Bushong, Richard Noe, Dusty Hallman, Chris Willmer, Justin Hanley, Caleb Wainscott, Steven Ward, Deputy Chief Jason 

Ingram, Roland Noe, Adam Gouge, and Dr. Justin Northeim of Parker County Hospital District.

Firefighters honored for saving lives 

“Next to creating 

a life, the finest 

thing a man can 

do is save one.”
- Abraham Lincoln

Turn to ESD, page 3

ANNETTA

Council tables 

amending 

the drought 

contingency 

plan
by Jim Zimmermann

The Community News

The Annetta Town Council meet-

ing only had a few items on the 

agenda at its Feb. 20 meeting, but 

none were more important than 

ordinance amending the Drought 

Contingency plan.

Every council member had valu-

able input in regard to how the plan 

should be put in effect considering 

the amount of the service fee cus-

tomers should be charged when they 

exceed the limit that all customers 

adhere to. 
“We have customers that are 

always in compliance with the lim-

its not matter the season. We also 

have customers that have told us 

they don’t care if they go over the 

limit, they want to have a green yard 

no matter the season,” commented 

Mayor Sandy Roberts.

“Our customers have been 

extremely understanding when it 

comes to water usage and why we 

need to apply service fees to those 

who continue to use excessive 

amount of water,” Mayor pro-tem 

Kent Stacey said. 

Annetta has a superior rating for 

their water and wants to keep that 

standard they have worked so hard 

for. 
The council will meet again in 

regard to the service fees and a “tier” 

system on the usage of water that 

customer will be assessed when they 

go over a certain usage.

The mayor also read a proclama-

tion stating that March 16-25 will be 

Poison Prevention week. 
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Standards Link: Economics: 
Differentiate between wants and needs.

Standards Link: Economics: Understand the difference between basic 
survival and nonessential items.

When his ship began to sink, 
Pirate Pierre had to act quickly 
to grab things he would NEED 

on the island rather than 
things he might WANT.

How did he do? Circle the things 
he will NEED on the island. Cross 
out the things he might WANT 

that won’t really help him.

              eet Pirate Pierre. He’ll be  
 stuck on this island for the 
next few months until another 
ship arrives to rescue him. It’s a 
great time to know the di�erence 
between WANTS and NEEDS.

A NEED is something you must 
have in order to survive. You need 
water, food, shelter, clothing and 
sometimes medicines.

A WANT is something you 
would like to have, but can 
live without. A computer, 
cellphone, television 
and a bike are 
wants, not needs.

It’s going to be six months 
until the next pirate ship 
visits Pierre’s island. He made 
a map of the island.

Circle the places on Pierre’s 
map that will provide NEEDS. 
Cross out places that 
provide WANTS.

Pierre needs �sh! 
How many can you 
�nd on this page?

hat

matches

gold coins

blanket

bugle

trophy

spyglass

paintbrush

pencil

Mr. Cuddles

socks

knife

cup

pot

rope

rice

Help Pierre catch a crab for dinner!

Look around the room you are in now. 
List three things that are WANTS and 

three things that are NEEDS.

Standards Link: Research: 
Use the newspaper to locate 

information.

Look through today’s 
newspaper for five 
examples of things 

you need to survive. 
Then find five things 

you want. 

Wants and 
Needs in the 
Newspaper

Look through the newspaper ads for 
something that you want. Divide the price 
of that item by 12. There are 12 months in a 
year, so how much would you need to save 
each month to purchase the item in a year?

“I REALLY Want That!”

Standards Link: Math: Calculate amounts using money.

List three things you 
NEED in your life and 

three things you WANT. 
Write a paragraph 

explaining your choices.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.

CELLPHONE
TREASURE
COMPUTER
RESCUE
ISLAND
PIRATE
TROPHY
OYSTER
WANTS
NEEDS
KNIFE
SINK
CRAB
ROCK
ROPE
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The verb survive means 
to be able to remain alive.

SURVIVE

Try to use the word survive in 
a sentence today when talking 
with your friends and family.

The food delivery helped the 
family to survive the flood.

This week’s word:

ANSWER: Because they love to ARRRR-gue!

milk
cheese

ice cream

popsicle

granola bar

pizza

�sh

peas

carrot stickscrackers

apple

cupcake

Sometimes it’s hard to decide if something is a need or a 
want. For example, cake is a food, but is it a want or a need?

Circle the foods here that you think are a need. Show your 
choices to a family member. Do they agree?

Have a friend give you each
type of word to fill in the blanks.

Then read the story aloud!

Pierre’s ship sank after 
someone put a lot of 
_______ inside one of 
the cannons. 

Pierre swam to the 
shore of a very strange 
island. It was covered 
with ______________  
_____________ , so he 
knew he’d have plenty 
to eat.

Instead of coconuts, 
________ grew on the 
trees. And to catch fish, 
he used ____________ 
___________ for bait!

He built a little hut out 
of __________ that he 
found on the _______ .
It protected him when 
rain began to _______ 
from the sky. 

Pierre was eager to 
_________ home. He 
made a tall tower of 
_____________ to 
catch the attention of 
passing ships. It 
worked! The captain of 
a _______   ________ 
saw the tower and 
Pierre was rescued!

Standards Link: Grammar: Understand and 
use nouns, adjectives and verbs correctly.
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817-504-7662817-504-7662
Call for availability · Boat & RV parking - $50Call for availability · Boat & RV parking - $50

10x10 $65 • 10x20 $95 • 10x30 $14010x10 $65 • 10x20 $95 • 10x30 $140

We have lots of room  
for your stuff!

11871187
MINI STORAGEMINI STORAGE

Don’t forget your four-legged 
family member when you travel!

• Boarding 

• Grooming 

• Heated & 
Cooled 

• Indoor & 
Outdoor Runs

• 24-Hour 
Attendant 

Ring Leaders Kennel
Aledo 817-441-8071

Newly-Upgraded boarding facilities

No. 5 Bearcats use 
complete game on 
mound, three late 
runs to finish Heights
By Geoff Heppes
The Community News

FORT WORTH – The Aledo 
Bearcats last laid claim to the state 
title in 2014 with the program’s 
latest appearance coming a year 
later in 2015. During the current 
season, the No. 5 Aledo Bearcats 
are continuing to achieve the goals 
they set for themselves ahead of 
the new year on the diamond. The 
Bearcats reached their latest mile-
stone in finishing off a series sweep 
in the area round over the Arlington 
Heights Yellowjackets. Following a 
12-2 home victory via run-rule in 
Game 1, the Bearcats completed the 
series sweep with a gritty 5-1 win 
behind quality pitching from junior 
Devin Miller and a late surge from 
the Bearcats’ bats at the plate.

“It says a lot about starting 
strong and finishing stronger, and 
I think that was a perfect book-
end to tonight,” Bearcats head 
coach Chad Barry said. “In the first 
inning, we started strong (scoring 
the game’s first two runs), we kind 
of had a lull in there and I tip 
my hat to their pitcher (Morgan 
Garrett, Cisco Junior College com-
mit). He’s an incredible competitor 
and a good quality pitcher who is 
going to pitch at the next level. We 
got his pitch count up, got him a 
little labored there at the end and 
we were able to get good barrels on 
the bats late with two outs. That’s 
what impressed me the most – we 
were able to put up three more runs 
with two outs against us. That’s a 

sign of things moving in the right 
direction.”

Impressively, all five of the 
Bearcats’ runs came with two outs. 
Aledo drew first blood on the score-
board in the top of the first inning. 
Aledo right fielder Luke Trager 
smashed a two-out RBI double that 
scored Landon Barnes and Lucas 
Nawrocki that gave Aledo its first 
two runs.

In the bottom of the frame, 
Miller took the mound for Aledo, 
who was trying to advance to the 
regional semifinals for the second 
consecutive season. Although he 
saw a comebacker hit off his gloved 
left hand during his first at bat 
for an infield single that eventually 
resulted in a rundown between third 
and home, which favored Aledo in 
a masterfully executed pickle drill 
and preserved the 2-0 lead.

Heights eventually got on the 
board with an RBI groundout in 
the bottom of the third, but Miller 
settled in and shut down the oppos-
ing batting order the rest of the way, 
allowing only one hit in the remain-
ing four innings.

“It feels amazing and you’ve got 
to give it to the guys,” Miller said. 
“It’s not just a one-man game, it’s a 
team game. They came out hot with 
the bats in that last inning and gave 
me the confidence to go out in that 
last inning and shut them out.”

The game remained deadlocked 
at 2-1 all the way into the seventh 
inning, with impressive catches on 
the run made in the outfield by 
Trager and Luke Gladchuk com-
plementing quality infield play 
along the way. Through the waning 
stretch of the game, Miller used his 
devastating breaking ball pitches 
to quickly usher Arlington Heights 

BASEBALL

Gem from Miller, late offensive surge clinch area title for Aledo

GEOFF HEPPES/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

The Aledo Bearcats celebrate after eliminating Arlington Heights in the area round of the UIL baseball playoffs.

batters to the dugout. Impressively, 
Miller collected seven of his nine 
strikeouts after the third inning.

“You can’t just use the fastball, 
you have to use all your pitches 
equally,” Miller said. “I was throwing 
strikes with everything, everything 
was on today and I was able to get 
a lot of swings and misses. The balls 
that went into play went right to my 
guys and they did the rest.”

After Aledo’s first two batters 
were retired in order to open the 
seventh inning, Blake Burdine hit 
a double to the right-center gap 
and Barnes followed that with his 
own double to the same spot on the 
field to score Burdine for a 3-1 lead. 
After that, Nawrocki added an RBI 
single to right that made it 4-1 and, 
after a single by Trager, Nic Foster 
thumped an RBI single to push 
the lead to 5-1, which held up as 

the final score following two Miller 
strikeouts and a popout to second 
base in the bottom of the frame.

Miller threw all seven innings for 
Aledo with nine strikeouts against 
four hits, one walk and one earned 
run. Offensively, Barnes, Foster and 
Trager had two hits apiece for Aledo 
and combined for four RBI. Barnes 
also stole a base while Trager 
accounted for two of those four 
RBI. Burdine and Nawrocki each 
recorded one hit and one run for the 
Bearcats with the latter producing 
an RBI. Gladchuk also contributed 
with one hit and one stolen base.

Now, the Bearcats will march on 
to regionals with an upcoming bout 
in the regional semifinals.

“At this time of year, every time 
you move on is a blessing,” Barry 
said. “It’s a blessing that you get to 
play another week, and every week 

the field gets cut in half, so you have 
to take advantage of the opportuni-
ty. We aren’t going to change up our 
preparation working on the same 
things we’ve worked on all year 
long. If we see something in a game, 
we will address it. But, at this point 
in the year, we can either hit and 
field or we can’t. Now, it’s just about 
trying to stay sharp at the plate, on 
defense, keeping the pitchers in a 
rhythm and routine and just mov-
ing forward with what we’ve got.”

Aledo (25-7, 10-0) will begin 
their best-of-three series against 
the Amarillo Sandies in the region-
al semifinals with the first pitch 
of Game 1 scheduled for 7 p.m. 
Thursday, May 15, at Iowa Park 
High School. Game 2 will begin at 
1 p.m. Friday at the same location 
with a decisive Game 3 to follow at 
4 p.m. if necessary.

Moritz Chevrolet · Chrysler · Jeep 
Loop 820 & Hwy 580 (Camp Bowie West) · 817-696-2000

Moritz Kia · 8501 I-30 · 817-560-6000

TCA State Track Athletes
Congratulations!Congratulations!

Ella Cockrum 
Gold in Discus

Owen Coates
Gold - 110 hurdles


