
Aledo Middle 
School. Aledo High 
School, McKinney 
Elementary School
By Randy Keck
The Community News

The Aledo ISD Board of 
Trustees took care of their action 
items in fairly short order at their 
regular meeting on March 17.

The board unanimously agreed 
to approve a proposal for $509,754 
to replace the turf at the Aledo 
Middle School stadium.

Chief Facilities and Construction 
Officer Chris Campbell told the 
board the existing turf is more than 
12 years old, while the general life 
span of turf is 8-10 years.

The board also approved the pur-
chase of student Chromebooks. The 
purchase of the new Chromebooks 
for the opening of Lynn McKinney 
Elementary School was delayed as 
Chromebooks were allocated from 
other campuses. Those intended 
bond funds will now be used to 

purchase the new Chromebooks at 
a cost of $184,140.

Finally, the board approved the 
purchase of an upgraded sound 
system for the Aledo High School 
Auditorium.

Chief Technology Officer 
Brooks Moore said “The major-
ity of the Aledo High School 
Auditorium sound system equip-
ment has met its useful lifespan 
and is in need of an upgrade due 
to poor sound quality and perfor-
mance issues.”

The cost of the new system will 
be paid from 2023 bond funds 
allocated to Aledo High School.

Leading up to those action 
items, the board addressed other 
items.

In his president’s report, 
Forrest Collins addressed the 
funding shortfalls facing public 
schools across Texas.

“Last year, we had to make a 
lot of difficult cuts,” Collins said. 
“It was very painful for everybody. 
This year, we find ourselves in a 
little bit better spot because we did 

the things last year you're seeing. 
If you're watching the news, you're 
seeing school districts having to 
close schools. You're seeing school 
districts layoff teachers. We don't 
find ourselves in that position, 

but we will continue to keep you 
informed.”

On the same topic, board mem-
ber David Lear said he would be 
among a group going to Austin 

Grand opening held 
March 15
By Randy Keck
The Community News

It was a big day for the City 
of Weatherford, the Weatherford 
Chamber of Commerce, and afi-
cionados of Costco as the major 
retailer held its grand opening at 7 
a.m. on Saturday, March 15.

The day started much earlier 
not only for the staff of the store, 
but for would-be customers who 
began lining up during the night 
to be among the first to enter the 
store when it opened.

Rosendo and Rebecca, resi-
dents of Fort Worth, arrived about 
1 a.m. to be the first in line.

“She loves Costco,” Rosendo 
said of Rebecca. “She’s never been 
to a grand opening, and we only 
live about 30 minutes away, so we 
thought we’d make the trip.”

It took a couple of hours for 
the next couple of places in line to 
fill up, but about 3:30 a.m. Nancy 
and Samuel Linguist took their 
place in line. They live only a half 
a mile away, so the trek wasn’t 
difficult.

When asked why they decid-
ed to go to the opening at 3:30 
a.m., they replied simply “some-
thing to do.” Though not previous 
Costco customers, they obtained 
a membership card the previous 
Wednesday.

Just before the 7 a.m. ribbon 
cutting festivities, a line of eager 
customers snaked around the 

building as, in the parking lot, 
members of the Weatherford 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Weatherford city officials awaited 
their roles in the event.

Weatherford City Manager 
James Hotopp told The 
Community News that a develop-
ment like Costco is a huge event 
for the city.

“It's a signal of the strong local 
economic growth that we've got 
here in Weatherford and Parker 
County, and we' super happy to 
have it,” Hotopp said. “Putting a 
store like Costco on the ground is 
a huge effort on a lot of people's 
parts.”

Hotopp pointed to Parker 
County’s extension of Clearfork 
Road and TxDOT’s improvements 
to the highway.

“Those are all things that go on 
behind the scenes, but that's what 
allows Costco to locate here.”

As the local business crowd 
gathered for the ribbon cutting, 

Weatherford City Council mem-
ber Matt Ticzus welcomed the 
crowd and spoke. A video of his 
presentation can be found at com-
munity-news.com.

“Today we celebrate a big win 
for our local economy,” Ticzus said, 
“especially the more than 200 

high-paying jobs that this store 
brings to this community.”

Ticzus spoke about the three 
“Ps” related to Weatherford: 
peaches, partnerships, including 
partnerships with Parker County 
and TxDOT, and people.

Community Life  Classes buzz in Peaster, page 5
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McKinney Elementary School students (from left) Liam Scott, Brooklyn 
Newell, and Carolina Luna led the Pledge of Allegiance at the March 17 
meeting of the Aledo ISD Board of Trustees. Also shown is AISD Board 
President Forrest Collins.

BUSINESS

Eager shoppers surge to new Costco

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

The line of people wanting to be among the first customers of the new Weatherford Costco snaked around the 
building as the 7 a.m. ribbon cutting neared.

ALEDO ISD

Board approves upgrades
WEATHERFORD ISD

Student 
athletes 

recognized by 
school board

New assistant AD 
welcomed
By Candy McMichen
The Community News

Student athletes were the stars 
of the show during the March 10 
Weatherford ISD school board 
meeting. 

Post-season basketball honors 
were given to the boys’ basketball 
team, who advanced to the play-
offs for the second season in a row. 
They finished the season with a 
26-8 record.

Basketball players who were 
honored include Brendan Ballard, 
District 3-6A Player of the Year, 
Academic All-District; Deshaun 
Lewis, First Team All-District; 
Academic All-District; Thomas 
Loa, Academic All-District; 
Kamryn McDonald, Second Team 
All-District; Brady Mills, Academic 
All-District; Micah Moore, 
Academic All-District; Landon 
Morris, Academic All-District; 
Corbin Norris, Academic All-
District; Trevor Poetsch, Academic 
All-District; Aidan Pool, Honorable 
Mention All-District, Academic 
All-District; Alex Rodden, District 
3-6A Newcomer of the Year and 
Cristian Taylor-Cutino, Academic 
All-District.

Bri Lily, Lady Roos soccer, and 
Mason Walker, wrestling, were 
named as the district’s Student 
Athletes of the Month.

A four year starter, Bri, a defend-
er, and her goalie, allowed just one 
goal to be scored against the Lady 
Roos in 15 games this year. Bri plans 
to major in kinesiology and pre 
physical therapy at Ouachita Baptist 
University while paling soccer there.

Mason  is a four-year letterman, 
with a 37-13 record. He is a regional 
and state qualifier. A stunt pilot, 
Mason plans on attending flight 
school after graduation.

New Assistant AD
Michael Swenson was welcomed 

as the district’s new Assistant 
Athletic Director.

Swenson has had 20 years of 
coaching experience, includ-
ing AD and head football coach 
at Iowa Park. He has also been a 
head baseball coach, with 14 playoff 
appearances.

“We are excited to welcome 
Michael to the Weatherford athlet-
ics team,” Superintendent Dr. Beau 
Rees said, “His passion for student 
success - both on and off the field - 
aligns perfectly with our vision for 
Weatherford ISD athletics.”

“I have seen firsthand the dif-
ference a coach and educator can 
make in a student’s life,” Swenson 
said. “I’m excited to be part of the 
Weatherford family and look for-
ward to working with out athletes 
and coaches.”

In the open forum, Amy Beerwinkle 
and Merrie Kechnie expressed their 
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Costco General Manager Dan Rioux cut the ribbon as the Weatherford 
Chamber of Commerce welcomed Costco to the neighborhood.

https://www.community-news.com/
https://www.community-news.com/stories/new-costco,110758?
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thoughts concerning the need for a 
natatorium in the district. 

In new business, the 
board approved:
•   Resolution for bad weather days
•   Professional non-chapter 21 

contract positions
•   Purchase of student-use devices
•   Purchase of cybersecurity tools 
•   Purchase of security radios
•   Adoption of reimbursement 

for land acquisition and related 
capital

•   Board operating guides

FORTWORTHSTOCKYARDS.COM      @STOCKYARDSSTATION

131 E. EXCHANGE AVENUE, FORT WORTH, TX 76164     ©2025 STOCKYARDS HERITAGE DEVELOPMENT CO.

THANKS TO OUR PARTNERS

AMERICAN BASKETBALL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS BLOCK PARTY

March 8-16 | Livestock Exchange Lawns
Men’s and Women’s tournament games,  

outdoor celebration and big screen action.

Saturday, March 15 | 10AM-8PM 
Rodeo 1:30PM | Parade 4PM

Exciting parade, armadillo races, cow  
milking, rodeos, craft brews, roll-o-ropers,  

Irish music, face painting and more!

 NEW!

BASSMASTER CLASSIC CELEBRATION
March 20-23

Official kickoff party, tournament streamed 
live on the big screen, exhibits and more.

Sunday, March 16 | 11AM-7PM
$5 Michelob Ultra green drafts,  

App giveaways, rodeos and Irish music!

STOCKYARDS CHAMPIONSHIP RODEOS
Fridays & Saturdays 
March 1-29 | 7:30PM 

Saturday Matinee 
March 15, 22 & 29 | 1:30PM

Sunday Matinee NEW! 
March 9, 16 & 30 | 1:30PM

PBR STOCKYARD SHOWCASE
Thursdays 

March 6, 13, 20 & 27 | 7:30PM 
Fort Worth’s favorite bull riding series.

COWTOWN CATTLE BATTLE JR 
BULL RIDING & MUTTON BUSTIN 

PRESENTED BY RUNNING B RODEO
Friday, March 14 | 12PM-4PM 

100 junior athletes let it loose at 
Cowtown Coliseum!

ULTIMATE BULLFIGHTERS
Sunday, March 2 & 23 | 2:30PM

INFORMATION: FORTWORTHSTOCKYARDS.COM  |  TICKETS: COWTOWNCOLISEUM.COM

Serving your business & personal 
needs with proactive planning so 
you’re Ready for Tomorrow! 

matt.morris@hubinternational.com | 817-675-1316
MATT MORRIS | Area President

Securities offered through LPL Financial, member FINRA/SIPC.  Investment advisory services offered through Global 
Retirement Partners, LLC (GRP), a registered investment advisor.  Insurance services offered through HUB International.  
GRP, HUB International and HUB Retirement and Wealth Management are separate entities from and not affiliated with 
LPL Financial. HUB Retirement and Wealth Management is the approved name under which LPL Financial business is conducted. 
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Employee Benefits  |  Property & Casualty  |  Personal Lines  |  Retirement & Wealth Solutions

Serving your business & personal 
needs with proactive planning so 
you’re Ready for Tomorrow! 

matt.morris@hubinternational.com | 817-675-1316
MATT MORRIS | Area President

Securities offered through LPL Financial, member FINRA/SIPC.  Investment advisory services offered through Global 
Retirement Partners, LLC (GRP), a registered investment advisor.  Insurance services offered through HUB International.  
GRP, HUB International and HUB Retirement and Wealth Management are separate entities from and not affiliated with 
LPL Financial. HUB Retirement and Wealth Management is the approved name under which LPL Financial business is conducted. 

Aledo Class of ‘98

Employee Benefits  |  Property & Casualty  |  Personal Lines  |  Retirement & Wealth Solutions

WEATHERFORD ISD

The Weatherford basketball team was recognized at the March 10 school board meeting.

WEATHERFORD ISD

Bri Lily, Lady Roos soccer, and Mason Walker, wrestling, 
were named as the Weatherford ISD’s Student Athletes 
of the Month. Also shown are Superintendent Beau 
Rees and school board member Brian Catlin.

community-news.com/subscribe • 817-441-7661

online and/or print delivery

Eight individuals  

revived in 2024

By Christopher Amos

The Community News

Firefighters are trained in emergency life-

saving techniques. Stationed throughout the 

county, they are likely to be the first on the 

scene of a medical emergency before an ambu-

lance arrives.

Parker County Emergency Services District 

No. 1 began intensified training last year with 

the Parker County Hospital District, resulting 

in eight lives being saved in 2024 in the ESD1 

area. The responders, in teams of three, were 

honored with Life Saving Company Citations 

at the annual Parker County ESD1 awards 

ceremony Feb. 28.

On Jan. 19, Dusty Hallman, Chris Willmer, 

and Adam Gouge of Truck 35 Willow Park 

revived a victim at the Hospital District Station 

3 on Atwood Court.

On April 11, Will Meyers, Chris Willmer, 

and Keith Obert of Truck 35 Willow Park 

revived an individual at a home on Ranch 

House Road.

June 22, Hunter Sereika, Roland Noe, and 

Logan Bushong of Engine 34 Aledo revived a 

victim at a home on White Settlement Road.

God’s Here  Aledo filmmaker garners top nominations, 5
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CORRECTION

In the March 7 issue, our report 

on the Emergency Services 

District No. 1 awards referred 

to “Springtown Station 45.” 

The correct designation is 

Springtown Station 48. We 

regret the error.

WILLOW PARK

City hires new police chief

Receives clean audit

By Randy Keck

The Community News

Following an executive session at its March 

11 city council meeting, the council voted to 

hire Ray Lacy as the city’s new police chief.

Lacy was most recently the interim police 

chief in Jourdanton, Texas (south of San 

Antonio).
Parker County, however, is closer to home 

and family. Lacy grew up in Mesquite before 

embarking on a 39-year law enforcement 

career.
Lacy said he was already familiar with 

Willow Park due to his long-time friendship 

with council member Chawn Gilliland.

“We’ve known each other for a long time 

and I’ve been up here many times visiting him 

and coming to police schools so when this 

position opened and we talked, I knew it’s a 

great place,” Lacy said.

Lacy also served in the University Park 

area of Dallas.

“I’m all about community service, commu-

nity care, taking care of our citizens and our 

business owners,” Lacy said. “We did that in 

University Park and I think that fits perfectly 

with what they want to do here, too.”

While technically retired, Lacy said he 

never intended to stay retired, and in retire-

ment has been doing contract police work.

Lacy graduated from Dallas Baptist 

University and holds masters certification and 

an advanced instructor certification in addi-

tion to other credentials.

He also graduated from the Law 

Enforcement Management Institute of Texas 

(LEMIT), which he said “is the premier place 

that we send all of our executives.”

He is a graduate of the Texas Municipal 

League leadership program as well.

His wife, Andrea, is a registered Nurse, and 

she approved the move to Willow Park.

“She’s the one that blesses where we would 

go before I even apply and she likes it out this 

way,” he said, adding that she has family in the 

area as well.

Willow Park City Manager Bryan Grimes 

said the target date for Lacy to begin his duties 

is March 24.

Former police chief Daniel Franklin 

resigned on Jan. 23.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Snow Garrett Williams senior auditor Reba Long presented the results of the city’s audit at the 

Willow Park City Council meeting on March 11.

Turn to CHIEF, page 3
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Seventeen Company Citation honorees are joined by Parker County ESD1 leaders for a moment together at the annual ESD1 awards banquet. 

Chief Stephen Watson, Assistant Chief David Pruitt, Seth Wells, Tyler Ramsey, Tommy Bond, Hunter Sereika, Dustin Rowe, Jordan Sereika, Keith 

Obert, Will Meyers, Logan Bushong, Richard Noe, Dusty Hallman, Chris Willmer, Justin Hanley, Caleb Wainscott, Steven Ward, Deputy Chief Jason 

Ingram, Roland Noe, Adam Gouge, and Dr. Justin Northeim of Parker County Hospital District.

Firefighters honored for saving lives 

“Next to creating 

a life, the finest 

thing a man can 

do is save one.”
- Abraham Lincoln

Turn to ESD, page 3

ANNETTA

Council tables 

amending 

the drought 

contingency 

plan
by Jim Zimmermann

The Community News

The Annetta Town Council meet-

ing only had a few items on the 

agenda at its Feb. 20 meeting, but 

none were more important than 

ordinance amending the Drought 

Contingency plan.

Every council member had valu-

able input in regard to how the plan 

should be put in effect considering 

the amount of the service fee cus-

tomers should be charged when they 

exceed the limit that all customers 

adhere to. 

“We have customers that are 

always in compliance with the lim-

its not matter the season. We also 

have customers that have told us 

they don’t care if they go over the 

limit, they want to have a green yard 

no matter the season,” commented 

Mayor Sandy Roberts.

“Our customers have been 

extremely understanding when it 

comes to water usage and why we 

need to apply service fees to those 

who continue to use excessive 

amount of water,” Mayor pro-tem 

Kent Stacey said. 

Annetta has a superior rating for 

their water and wants to keep that 

standard they have worked so hard 

for. 
The council will meet again in 

regard to the service fees and a “tier” 

system on the usage of water that 

customer will be assessed when they 

go over a certain usage.

The mayor also read a proclama-

tion stating that March 16-25 will be 

Poison Prevention week. 

Award-winning newspaper:
• National Newspaper  

Association

• Texas Press Association

• North & East Texas Press 
Association

Published by:
• President, National  

Newspaper Association 
Foundation

• Past President, Texas Press 
Association

SCHOOL
from page one

to advocate for school funding, 
and he explained some of the bills 
up for consideration by the Texas 
Legislature.

Heather Street, principal of 
Lynn McKinney Elementary 
School, led a campus presentation 
along with students Kensington 
Campbell and Julianna Hughes.

Campbell spoke about a stu-
dent-led online newspaper she has 
been working on. Hughes spoke 
about her participation in the 
Principal’s Cohort at the school.

Following commendations, a 
number of residents rose to speak 
during the public comment. Most 
had virtually identical messages 
accusing the district of “deliber-
ately failing” their special needs 
children and “ignoring education 
laws.”

Commendations
In other business, the district 

handed out commendations to 
numerous students and groups, 
including:

the featured collaborative 
team of fourth-grade teachers 
from Annetta Elementary School 
- Lindsey Rutherford, Adeana 
Chasteen, Amanada Bach, and 
Lauren Drew;

Bearcats of Character (Love) 
- Kaymi Jones, Aledo Learning 
Center; Kylie Jo Weber, Aledo 
High School/Daniel Ninth 

Grade Campus; Harper Roberts, 
Aledo Middle School; Hayden 
McCulloch, McAnally Middle 
School; Rebekah Edwards, 
Annetta Elementary School; 
Adi Lerman, Coder Elementary 
School; Finley Burroughs, McCall 
Elementary School; Molly Joslin, 
McKinney Elementary School; 
Taylor Reeder, Stuard Elementary 
School; Dennis Gordon, Vandagriff 
Elementary School; Jonathan 
Valles, Walsh Elementary School; 
Olivia Briseno, Early Childhood 
Academy;

70th Annual National Merit 
Scholarship Program National 
Merit Finalist - Lauren Schoolfield, 
Aledo High School/Daniel Ninth 
Grade Campus;

Academic All State swimmers 
from Aledo High School — Tyler 
Jackson-Elite, Avery Faulker-1st 
Team, Haley Roberson-2nd Team;

Solution Tree Promising 
Practices Professional Learning 
Community at Work Award-
Annetta Elementary School;

VASE (Visual Arts Scholastic 
Event) Competition Qualifier 
from Aledo High School - Ariana 
Storms; and

UIL State Swimming and 
Diving qualifiers from Aledo High 
School - Haley Roberson - 200 Free 
Relay, 400 Free Relay, 200 IM (6th 
place), 800 Free (8th); Victoria 
Crews, Julia Gordy, Mackenzie 
Oligschlaeger- 200 Free Relay and 
400 Free Relay; Kale Roberson, 
Braden DeBoer, Tyler Jackson, Ian 
Perez- 400 Free Relay.

In relation to partnerships, Ticzus 
pointed out that the store was built 
out in 140 days.

“Although we are growing, we 
treat each other like family,” Ticzus 
said.

Costco General Manager Dan 
Rioux told the group “of all the munic-
ipalities we have partnered up with, 
this has by far been the most sup-
portive that we’ve ever encountered.”

Rioux pointed out that the 
Weatherford store is the 50th open-
ing in the Texas region.

Tammy Gazzola, president of the 
Weatherford Chamber of Commerce, 
said “we are proud to have Costco as 
part of our Weatherford community.”

With that, chamber members, 
Costco staff, and city officials gath-
ered while Rioux cut the ribbon.

Once the cut ends of the ribbon 
fluttered to the ground, the wait-
ing customers were formed into two 
lines, and in something akin to the 
loading of Noah’s Ark they began 
their entry of a new shopping journey.

“It came together really well wi sup-
port from the city and support from 
the county — this has been a great 
team effort all around.,” Rioux told The 
Community News after the ribbon cut-
ting. “We’re very happy to be here.”

For Rioux, this is his fifth Costco 
store opening. He is relocating to the 
area after a stint in Oklahoma City.

Costco is the third-largest retailer 
in the world.

COSTCO
from page one

BOARD
from page one

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

The featured collaborative team of fourth-grade teachers from Annetta 
Elementary School - Lindsey Rutherford, Adeana Chasteen, Amanada 
Bach, and Lauren Dre are shown with Aledo School Board members.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Bearcats of Character are shown with Aledo ISD board members.
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EVERYONE WELCOME
WWW.PCCOWBOYCHURCH.ORG

Sundays
Bible Study 8:30 AM
Service 10:00 AM

PARKER COUNTY COWBOY CHURCH
PCCC

Sunday Service 
10:00 AMChurches

16250 Old Weatherford Road
Aledo, Texas

For current Mass Times visit our website at:
www.HolyRedeemerAledo.org

For more information contact the Parish Office at 817-441-3500aledoumc.org 

your church since 1878

@Oak and Pecan (817) 441 8329

WORSHIP WITH US AT

united methodist church
ALEDO

Sundays
Contemporary Service 9am

Traditional Service 11am
Online Worship - aledoumc.org

Wednesday Nights
Adult Bible Study 

ChildChildren’s JAM (K-5th)
Students @ the Quad
Vocal and Bell Choirs 

Standards Link: Reading: Use context clues to determine vocabulary
Standards Link: Language Arts: 

Identify adjectives.

Look through today’s 
newspaper to find 10 

adjectives that 
describe a desert.

Desert 
Description

Fast or Slow?

Togetherness
Camels are social animals 
 that like to be in groups called    
  herds. Can you find each camel’s   
   exact twin?

Camels have _________, tough feet that help 
them _______ on hot, sandy deserts. These wide 
feet keep them from sinking in the _______ and, 
surprisingly, make them excellent swimmers!

When it’s windy in the desert, camels can pinch 
their nostrils _________ to keep out sand and dust.

Designed for the 
Desert
Oops! The hot desert sun melted some 
of the words in this paragraph. Can you 
replace them?

Blink! Blink! Blink!
Camels have lovely, long lashes to 
help keep sand out of their eyes. But 
that’s not all. Camels have another 
interesting eye feature that helps keep 
the sand out of their eyes. Circle every 
other letter to find out what it is.

C S A B M T E J L M S Q H V A H V L E W A C
T B H N I Y R K D B E Q Y X E M L O I T D H

Standards Link: Science: Animals have features that aid in survival.

Standards Link: Science: Variations 
  exist within a species.

What’s in the Hump?

One Hump, Two Humps

A camel’s hump is not filled with water. 
Hold this page up to a mirror to see what’s 

inside a camel’s hump.

Do the math. The camel with an even-numbered 
answer is a BACTRIAN camel. The one with an 

odd-numbered answer is a DROMEDARY.

15

25

5
10

20

55

5

5

5

10
10

miles per hour in 
short bursts.

2 + 3 4 + 4
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CAMEL
COOL
DESERT
DUST
ENERGY
EYES
FOOD
HOT
HUMPS
RUN
SAND
SOCIAL
SUN
SWIMMERS
WATER Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 

words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.

Camel Fact 
and Opinion

Describe a camel with three 
facts and one opinion. 

Label each one.
Standards Link: Language Arts: Write 
descriptively using supporting details.

The adjective social means 
a person or animal that 
prefers to live in groups

SOCIAL

Try to use the word social 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

Bees are social animals that 
live in large groups in hives.

This week’s word:

For centuries, humans have used camels as transportation and to 
carry goods across the desert. For this reason, they have earned a 
famous nickname. Use the code to reveal it.

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

D
E
F
H
I

=
=
=
=
=

O
P
R
S
T

=
=
=
=
=

With hundreds of topics, every 
Kid Scoop  printable activity pack 
features six-to-seven pages of 
high-interest extra learning 
activities for home and 
school! Get your free 
sample today at:

It was a __________ day in the 

desert. Clive Camel challenged 

Carla Camel to a race from the 

sandy ________________ to a 

__________ oasis a mile away.

Carla got an early lead, running 

as fast as a ____________. But 

she tripped over a ___________ 

and Clive pulled into the lead.

Clive struggled running up a 

___________ dune, and he 

began to __________ down the 

other side. Carla caught up!

The two camels were neck-and-

_________ as they approached 

the oasis. As he galloped over 

the _______________, Clive 

shouted, “I’m going to win!”

Just then, the oasis disappeared! 

“Oh, no! The oasis was just a 

___________ mirage!” cried 

Carla as clouds of dust and 

_____________ swirled all 

around the two camels.

Ask a family member for nouns, 
adjectives and verbs to �ll in the blanks. 

Then read your silly story aloud!

Standards Link: Language: Recognize and 
use parts of speech correctly.

Look at the advertisements in today’s 
newspaper. Write an ad describing all the 
great features of camels. Draw a cool 
picture of a camel for your ad, too.
Standards Link: Writing: Write descriptively using details.

Desert Deal

ANSWER: They wear camel�age.

Camels usually take their time walking in the hot desert. 
How fast can a camel run? 
Add up the numbers 
on the correct 
path through this 
maze to discover 
the answer.

Find Kid Scoop on Page 7!
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Weatherford artists draw 
from unique sources

By Alison Anderson
Weatherford Art Association

The Weatherford Art Association 
announced Artist of the Month win-
ners for February. WAA members 
can compete monthly for ribbons 
and the opportunity to showcase 
their artwork at Weatherford banks 
and The Doss Heritage and Culture 
Center.

First place winner Joyce Pinkarton 
is a new WAA member, winning with 
her watercolor, “Storm Coming,” 
inspired by a trip to Davis Mountain 
State Park where she enjoyed the 
view of a storm rolling in. This and 
other artwork by Joyce was featured 
at The Doss Heritage and Culture 
Center throughout February.

Second place went to Randy 
Loyer with his oil painting, “NoNo.” 
Loyer was experimenting with com-
plementary colors when he created 
this fun piece. His piece was on 
display at the First Bank Texas in 
Weatherford through the month of 
February. 

Third place honors went to 
Anne Feriend with her watercolor, 
“Golden Rule Day.” This piece was 
inspired by a photograph of the 
Blackwater School in New Zealand 
founded in 1913. Her art was on dis-
play at the Fort Worth Community 
Credit Union on South Main Street 
in Weatherford.

Artist of the Month first place 
winners are eligible to compete for 
the Artist of the Year award voted 
online each June.

As part of our mission as a non-
profit 501 (C) (3) corporation, the 
Weatherford Art Association provides 
monthly demonstrations to increase 
the knowledge of our members and 
support arts education for the com-
munity.  Meetings are 6-7:45 p.m. 
the fourth Monday of each month 
at the Weatherford Senior Center, 
1225 Holland Lake Drive. Visit the 
Weatherford Art Association at www.
weatherfordart.com.

ALISON ANDERSON/WEATHERFORD ART ASSOCIATION

Anne Feriend, Randy Loyer, and Joyce Pinkarton are winners in the 
Weatherford Art Association's February contest.

WEATHERFORD ISD

Trustees announce resignation  
of longtime member

By Charlotte LaGrone
Weatherford ISD

The Weatherford ISD Board 
of Trustees has announced the 
resignation of Greg Shaw, who is 
stepping down due to a change in 
residency. Shaw was first elected 
in May 2016 and was serving his 
third term.

During the March 10 school 
board meeting, Shaw was recog-
nized for his years of dedicated 
service. In his remarks, he reflected 
on the district’s progress during his 
tenure, including enhancements to 
athletic facilities, the construction 
of a new CTE building at the high 
school, the launch of the Grizzard 
Regional Institute of Technology, 
the addition of a new auto tech 
center, and the Collegiate Academy 
that gives high school students the 
opportunity to earn an Associate’s 
Degree from Weatherford College 
during high school.

“It has been an honor to serve 
the students, staff, and families of 
Weatherford ISD,” Shaw said. “I am 
incredibly proud of what we have 
accomplished collectively as a team, 
and I look forward to seeing the dis-
trict continue to grow and thrive.”

Board of Trustees President 
Mike Guest expressed gratitude for 
Shaw’s leadership and service.

“Greg has been a steadfast 
advocate for our students and an 
important part of our district’s 
progress,” Guest said. “His dedica-
tion and vision have helped shape 
the future of our school district, and 
we deeply appreciate his years of 
commitment.”

Three candidates have filed to 
run for Shaw’s Place 4 seat in the 

upcoming May 3, 2025, election: 
Samuel Stephens, Dan Woods, and 
Devon Flowers.

The Board of Trustees and 
Weatherford ISD extended their 
“heartfelt appreciation to Greg 
Shaw for his years of service, 
leadership, and unwavering com-
mitment to students.”

WEATHERFORD ISD

Greg Shaw, center, has resigned from The Weatherford ISD Board of 
Trustees due to a change in residency. He is shown with (from left) 
Weatherford ISD Superintendent Beau Rees and fellow board members 
Adam Feriend, Kindra Lucia, Board President Mike Guest, Jeff Ford, Brian 
Catlin, and Wally Wallace.

Aledo Spring Fling set for March 29
The Aledo Spring Fling: Craft 

Fair & Market Expo will have more 
than 125 vendors from all over 
the Parker and Tarrant County 
areas from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Saturday, March 29 at Aledo High 
School. The event will take place 
in the Aledo High School caf-
eteria, main foyer, and practice 
gyms. These vendors have prod-
ucts varying from children’s and 
women’s boutique items, personal 
healthcare and wellness, home 
décor and candles, woodworking, 

unique artwork, crochet and sewn 
items, including quilts, and a large 
variety of foods from sourdough 
and specialty breads to pickles, 
cheeses, charcuterie, and dessert 
sweet treats.

Finally, there will be five food 
trucks who will be out front and 
can serve Mexican and American 
food, specialty grilled cheese sand-
wiches, Dub’s Delights lemonades 
and personalized Bearcat drinks, 
Kona Ice, and Frios Gourmet 
pops.

Admission is $5, children under 
10 are free.  Aledo ISD school 
employees are also free with school 
ID.

Proceeds benefit the Aledo 
High School class of 2026.

https://www.community-news.com/stories/weatherford-artists-draw-from-unique-sources,108866
https://www.weatherford-news.com/stories/weatherford-isd-trustees-announce-resignation-of-longtime-member,110603?
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Texas farmers are voicing 
growing concerns about tariffs 
being enacted by President Trump 
adversely affecting their ability to 
sell agricultural goods overseas, 
the Houston Chronicle reported. 
Texas Farm Bureau President 
Russell Boening said the tar-
iffs could be especially tough on 
younger farmers.

“We understand that’s his 
negotiating tool, but at the same 
time tariffs can be hard on agri-
culture,” he said. “If you’re in a 
good spot you can withstand this, 
but you worry about the producer 
who has only been in this for five 
or 10 years and doesn’t have a 
lot of equity built up. Those are 
the operations that could be in 
trouble.”

Drought and low commodity 
prices are already taking a toll 
on agricultural revenue. Cotton 
sank to its lowest price in four 
years this month after China 
announced a 15% retaliatory tar-
iff on several U.S. agricultural 
goods. China, the largest purchas-
er of grain sorghum in the world, 
has almost completely stopped 
buying the crop from Texas farm-
ers, Boening said.

Farmers are hopeful the 
Trump administration will pro-
vide federal relief as occurred 
during his first term. Voters in 
counties dominated by farms 
and ranches voted for Trump by 
77.7%, the Chronicle reported.

Dust storm in 
Panhandle causes fatal 
crashes, fans wildfires

A dust storm that swept across 
the U.S. last week caused a num-
ber of deadly crashes and fanned 
dozens of wildfires, The Dallas 
Morning News reported. Three 
people were killed Friday in car 
crashes in the Texas Panhandle. 
One dust storm in Amarillo 
County caused a crash involving 
an estimated 38 vehicles. 

“It’s the worst I’ve ever seen,” 
said Sgt. Cindy Barkley of the 
Texas Department of Public 
Safety. “We couldn’t tell that they 
were all together until the dust 
kind of settled.”

As of Sunday, the Texas A&M 
Forest Service reported eight 
active wildfires. The largest was 
the Windmill Fire in Roberts 
County in the Panhandle. It cov-
ered 23,000 acres and was just 
50% contained. A total of 130 
counties have burn bans in place.

Bill filed to clarify 
state’s abortion ban

The author of the bill that 
essentially outlawed abortions 
in Texas has filed a bill that 
would give doctors more lati-
tude to end pregnancies during 
medical emergencies, the Austin 
American-Statesman reported. 
The bill, sponsored by state Sen. 
Bryan Hughes, R-Mineola, would 
remove language in the abor-
tion ban that required pregnant 
women to have a “life-threat-
ening condition” before doctors 
could legally induce an abortion.

The bill would also clarify 
that women in Texas can access 
abortions if they are at risk of a 
“substantial loss of a major bodily 
function,” such as their fertility. 
Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick last week 
designated Hughes’ bill as a pri-
ority, increasing the chances it 
will pass. An identical bill has 
been filed in House by state Rep. 
Charlie Geren, R-Fort Worth.

The abortion ban authored by 
Hughes passed the Legislature 
and was signed into law in 2021.

“Our medical communi-
ties are desperate for relief and 
protection ... so that they can 
practice reasonable medical judg-
ment in the face of pregnancy 
complications,” state Rep. Ann 
Johnson, D-Houston, said. “This 
bill goes a long way to putting 
doctors back in the position of 
acting immediately.”

Texas continues to  
lead nation in  
renewable energy

The Lone Star State is known 
for its oil and gas industry, but 
information from the U.S. Energy 
Information Administration and 
reported by the San Antonio 
Express-News indicates the state’s 

lead in solar and wind power 
increased in 2024.

However, natural gas con-
tinues to dominate electric 
generation both in Texas and 
across the nation at 43.3% of 
the country’s electricity last year, 
while the use of coal continues 
to decline, down to 15.2% from 
16.1% in 2023.

Coal-fired plants continue to 
close across the state and coun-
try, largely because they are more 
expensive to operate. There are 15 
active coal plants in Texas, down 
from 20 a decade ago.

Texas generated 169,442 
gigawatt-hours from wind and 
solar in 2024, nearly double that 
of California, which generated 
92,316 gigawatt-hours from those 
resources. Iowa ranks a distant 
third, almost all from wind power.

“Texas is the most innovative, 
most interesting market, and 
clean energy is thriving because 
it makes sense economically,” said 
Ric O’Connell, executive director 
of GridLab, a nonprofit that does 
technical analysis for regulators 
and renewable power advocates.

Measles outbreak  
continues to spread

The Texas measles outbreak 
has now, in less than three 
months in 2025, surpassed the 
total number of cases in any full 
year since 1992, The News report-
ed. A total of 259 cases have been 
reported, according to the Texas 
Department of State Health 
Services, primarily in West Texas. 
The outbreak began in Gaines 
County, near the New Mexico 
border, which has reported 174 

cases and one fatality — a school-
age, unvaccinated child.

Four new cases were reported 
last week in Lamar County, 100 
miles northeast of Dallas. Health 
officials said the four infected 
patients were not vaccinated and 
had traveled to Gaines County.

Measles is considered one of 
the most contagious viruses in 
the world and can spread rapidly 
among unvaccinated people.

Four Texas counties 
among fastest growing 
in U.S.

Census figures released last 
week show that Kaufman County, 
east of Dallas, was the fastest-
growing county in the state and 
second-fastest growing in the 
country, The Texas Tribune report-
ed. The number of people living in 
that county grew by more than 
50,000 residents from 2020 to 
2024. More than half the county’s 
residents are commuters to jobs in 
the Dallas-Fort Worth area.

“I do think a lot of people are 
attracted to that small town vibe,” 
Kaufman Mayor Jeff Jordan said. 
“You’re getting people that appre-
ciate that and want to be a part 
of it.”

Of the 10 counties in the U.S. 
that grew the fastest between 2023 
and 2024, four were in Texas: 
Kaufman, Liberty, Montgomery, 
and Caldwell counties.
Gary Borders is a veteran award-
winning Texas journalist. He pub-
lished a number of community news-
papers in Texas during a 30-year 
span, including in Longview, Fort 
Stockton, Nacogdoches, Lufkin and 
Cedar Park. Email: gborders@tex-
aspress.com.
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Had a Texas Aggie been a Rip 
Van Winkle wannabe in 2011, he 
(she) might hardly recognize the 
university upon awakening from 
slumber in 2025.

There might be understand-
able confusion. Is real time 
clearly in focus or is the awak-
ening accompanied by swirling 
figmentary dream extensions 
from a heap of sleep? Surely the 
eye-rubbing Aggie isn’t experienc-
ing the world’s biggest Aggie joke. 

Hardly. Retiring Chancellor 
John Sharp spent his tenure 
wielding political capital, vision, 
and energy so expertly that when 
he retires on June 30, he will 
leave behind the nation’s largest 
higher education system of on-
campus students. Texas A&M has 
excelled academically, athletically 
and in numerous other ways. And 
that’s no joke.

Student body president, he 
also was a charter member of 
the anything-for-a-laugh crowd, 

where loose boundaries started. 
He was challenged to lead some 
fellow Aggies in rounding up a 
passel of armadillos, cover them 
with burnt orange paint, and set 
them free in Austin.

Actually, the challenge was 
more specific. They were to be 
loosed in equal numbers from all 
corners of the field during half-
time of the 1971 A&M-UT game, 
when the Longhorn band was 
ready for its halftime show. It was 
“mission accomplished” when 33 
armadillos scurried through the 
ranks, setting the band asunder 
before the first formation was in. 
(Okay, one of the corners had an 
extra critter, so here’s fodder for 
an Aggie math joke).

Turns out that a prominent 
former A&M student planned 
the prank, so all John got was a 
wrist-slapping, perhaps with an 
“atta-boy wink” to boot.

R. C. Slocum  — winningest 
and longest-tenured head foot-
ball coach who led the Aggies to 
their last conference champion-
ship 26 years ago  — and quite 
simply is as good as it gets  — 
dared to remind Sharp of the 
prank recently on the chancellor’s 
weekly TV show, “Around Texas.”

It was all in good fun. The 
affable Slocum  — given walking 
papers in 2002 despite compiling 
the Aggies’ best record of 123-
47-2 and climbing to number six 

in wins nationally by coaches at 
major schools  — stayed on as 
a special presidential assistant 
until January. Just turned 80, he 
is cancer free, closing out 53 years 
of service to Texas A&M. (First 
member of his family to gradu-
ate from college, he loves Texas 
A&M, where 15 members have 
graduated  — so far.)

Back to Sharp: He thinks at 
warp speed, mastering politi-
cal maneuverings honed during 
Austin years. He’s as comfortable 
there as Roy Rogers was on Trigger. 
Visionary, hard-working, coura-
geous, thick-skinned, and doggedly 
committed, he has “bulls-eyed” 
numerous targets that arguably 
make him the most effective CEO 
in the history of higher educa-
tion. The oft-quoted late Houston 
Oilers Coach “Bum” Phillips comes 
to mind. When asked if Earl 
Campbell was in a class by himself, 
“Bum” drawled, “If he ain’t, it don’t 
take long to call the roll.”

The Texas A&M System 
now includes eight universities 
with total enrollments exceed-
ing 150,000. There are some 
75,000 at College Station, more 
than double the number enrolled 
when Sharp took over.

Both dental and law schools 
were acquired, with the lat-
ter ranked 57th nationally five 
years later and now in the top 
30. Sharp’s accomplishments are 

many, including his successful 
pursuit of an appropriation of 
more than $1 billion for Texas 
A&M projects last year from the 
Texas Legislature.

Sharp, 73, isn’t being fitted for 
a rocking chair. He has already 
volunteered to help his successor, 
fellow Aggie and current Texas 
Comptroller Glenn Hegar, in all 
the ways that he can. (Maroon 
blood doesn’t change colors at 
retirement.)

Finally, I’m given the chance 
to expound on the correct pro-
nunciation of “comptroller.” It is 
exactly the same as the pronun-
ciation of “controller.” True, most 
comptrollers call themselves 
“KOMP-trollers.” Superb “audi-
ence-reader” that he is, Sharp 
likely claimed he was “controller” 
in the presence of academicians, 
and KOMP-troller when address-
ing most Aggies.

My 30 years of “chancellor-
ing” falls light years short of 
Sharp’s. I was elected “most likely 
to remain left-handed” in high 
school, though, but never once 
trapped an armadillo.
Dr. Newbury, longtime university 
president, continues to speak and 
write. The Idle American, begun 
in 2003, appears weekly in news-
papers throughout Texas. Contact: 
817-447-3872. Email: newbury@
speakerdoc.com. Audio version at 
www.speakerdoc.com.

Idle American

Aggie leader no joke

Dr. Don Newbury
newbury@speakerdoc.com

PEXELS

A firefighter works to stop one of many wildfires burning across the 
state after a large dust storm fueled the flames. 

https://www.community-news.com/stories/texas-farmers-concerned-over-growing-trade-war,110493
https://www.community-news.com/stories/idle-american-aggie-leader-no-joke,110464?


Students get up close and 
scientific with bees
By Christopher Amos
The Community News

Students are learning how un-bee-lievably 
important a common insect is in the ecosys-
tem as classes study apis mellifera, or the 
common honeybee.

Eric Ribble, a second generation Peaster 
alumnus, teaches horticulture science, small 
animal management, and equine science as 
part of the Peaster’s FFA program. Four years 
ago Ribble started the school’s first bee apiary.

“They are a little temperamental. If things 
aren’t going right, they will leave you,” Ribble 
said of the bees. “We’ve had them going good 
before and then something will happen and 
they leave. We’ve had a few tragedy stories 

too, but we keep trying.”
Students are involved with the pro-

gram from kindergarten to high school. 
The youngest learn horticulture in the 

classroom and occasionally study 
bees captured in a jar. Older hor-

ticulture students are allowed to 
don bee suits and study bee hab-

its and their productivity up 
close.

It’s not easy keeping 
bees. Although intelligent 

animals, bees don’t have 

time to communicate their wants and needs 
with us humans. They are just too buzzy.

“When the bees are doing good, we go 
down there about once a week with the kids 
and feed them and check on them. It is a great 
experience for the kids to see them up close,” 
Ribble said.

The Peaster horticulture classes are dual 
credit with Weatherford College. Ribble 
explained bee colonies need time to mature 
to reach the point of producing enough honey 
for harvesting, so the Peaster bees are for 
study and enjoyment only.

Fellow ag science instructor Brent Wicker 
said there are very few school bee programs, 
but told of a school district in Hawkins, Texas 
that has grown their bee program into a prof-
itable honey business over the years.

“Our program is a good way to explain how 
big of a role the bees play in our ecosystem 
and gives the students hands-on experience 
with the responsibility of caring and raising 
them,” Wicker said.

High school principal Doug McCollough 
said the bee program reaches far beyond the 
hive.

“The impact extends beyond the classroom 
as students gain a sense of responsibility and 
pride in contributing to the health of local 
ecosystems,” McCollough explained. “As they 
work with the bees, they learn firsthand 

how crucial these pollinators are to 
the community’s agriculture and 

overall biodiversity, prepar-
ing them for future careers 

in sustainable farming and 
environmental science.”

Bee economy
Students have been learning the impor-

tance of bees in the ecosystem and in the 
economy. According to the U.S. Forest Service, 
bees are needed to pollinate numerous variet-
ies of plants, vegetables, and nuts, including 
berries, cherries, watermelons, peaches, corn, 
pears, apples, and strawberry crops.  Because 
of the increasingly diminishing numbers of 
bees in the wild, many bee farmers, or apia-
rists, lease and deliver colonies of bees to 
farms to pollinate crops. And, of course, bees 

are the primary pollina-
tors of flowers.

Bees and plants 
cannot survive with-

out each other. 
Bees produce 

their nutrition 
by converting 

nectar from 
plants into 

honey for carbohydrates and fermenting pol-
len into a food substance called bee bread for 
protein. In return, when bees trample around 
in blossoms collecting nectar and pollen they 
move pollen from the male parts of a flower to 
the female parts to allow plants to reproduce.

FFA legacy
Ribble was inspired to make agriculture a 

career by his father, Orville Ribble. According 
to the instructor, in the 1950s his father 
believed the school identity as the Peaster 
“Stars” was not a strong mascot and suggested 
school administrators switch to the current 
greyhound mascot. The elder Ribble had a 
graduating class of six boys and one girl.

Furthermore, Ribble now teaches 
Hannah and Cloe Pilgrim, grand-
daughters of Donald Pilgrim, 
Ribble’s former high school ag 
instructor.
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Peaster classes buzz with excitement

CHRISTOPHER AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Peaster ag science instructor Eric Ribble shows cousins Hannah and Chloe Pilgrim a new bee 
hive the class will include with their bee apiary this spring.

Ring Leaders Kennel

• Grooming • Boarding • Heated & Cooled  
• Indoor & Outdoor Runs • 24 Hour Attendant 

Aledo 817-441-8071

We go the distance to care for your pet!

https://www.weatherford-news.com/stories/peaster-classes-buzz-with-excitement,110494
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MARCH 25

Container Vegetable 
Gardening Workshop
Sharon Abner will present 
a Parker County Master 
Gardener community 
workshop on Container 
Vegetable Gardening 
from 6-7:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, March 25, at 
604 North Main Street in 
Weatherford.
Fee for the workshop is 
$15, payable by either cash 
or check. To pre-register 
for the event, call 817-598-
6168. Space is limited.

Bats and their interac-
tion with Native Plants
The Cross Timbers Chapter 
of the Native Plant Society 
of Texas invites you to join 
us for a presentation by 
Jessie Woodall, NPSOT 
member and director of 
Bat World Cross Timbers! 
Jessie will introduce us to 
the world of Texas bats and 
how Texas native plants 
can help with the survival 
of our native bats.

Bat World Cross Timbers, 
an official Bat World 
Sanctuary Rescue Center, 
opened in 2024. They are 
a non-profit volunteer 
organization. Over the 
last 8 years as a subper-
mittee Jessie has helped 
raccoons, squirrels, and 
opossums. When her boys 
found an Eastern Red 

mama with three pups in 
their backyard six years 
ago, she discovered a tre-
mendous need for protect-
ing our native bats. Jessie 
worked diligently with Kate 
from Bat World MidCities 
and received her permit 
in 2021 specializing in 
bats. She handles most of 
the school programs, and 
works with local organiza-
tions sharing educational 
presentations in hopes of 
spreading awareness about 
why bats are essential.
6-8 p.m. at the Mount 
Pleasant Historic School, 
113 Raymond George Way 
in Weatherford.

MARCH 27

“Man or Mouse at 
Theatre off the Square
Theatre off the Square in 
Weatherford will present 
“Man or Mouse,” a comedy 
by Richard Thelen. Shows 
will run March 27-30.
For more information, visit-
theatreoffthesquare.org/ 
or call 817-341-8687.

MARCH 29

Aledo Spring Fling Craft 
Fair and Market Expo
The Aledo Spring Fling will 
be from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. on 

March 29 at the Aledo High 
School.
Come and shop creative 
quality craft vendors and 
market vendors who have 
everything to share with 
you from wood crafts and 
paper goods to beauty, 
floral, and boutique prod-
ucts! Proceeds benefit the 
Junior Class at Aledo High 
School every year.

19th Annual Glow Run
Get ready to GLOW! Join 
us for the Aledo AdvoCats 
Glow Run, Walk and 
Crawl—a night full of fun, 
fitness, and flashing lights! 
Gate open at 6:30 p.m. 
at Bearcat Stadium on 
Saturday, March 29.  
Choose the 1K (7:45 p.m.), 
5K (8:15 p.m.), or both, and 
race under the stars. 
Glow gear, food, entertain-
ment, and all the fun includ-
ed! Best part? It all benefits 
Aledo ISD students. Let’s 
light up the night! 
Register at http://
go.rallyup.com/advocatsr-
wc2025

APRIL 8

Dementia Support Group
Join the Dementia Support 
Group from 4-5 p.m. at 
Harvest of Aledo 1043 
Bailey Ranch Rd.
Even more so, we value the 
efforts of the caregivers, 
especially the families of 
our residents.
This meeting will take 
place on the second 

Tuesday of every month. 
For more information call 
682-209-0643.

APRIL 10

Alzheimer’s Group
The East Parker County 
Alzheimer’s Group meets 
from 1-3 p.m. on the sec-
ond Thursday of each 
month at Aledo United 
Methodist Church, 100 
Pecan. Drive. For more 
information, call  
817-441-8329.

APRIL 12

Annual Plant Sale
Join Parker County Master 
Gardeners from 8 a.m. - 1 
p.m. on Saturday, April 
12 at 311 Santa Fe Drive, 

Weatherford, for the annu-
al plant sale! 
We will have plants special-
ized for our local climate 
and members will be on 
site to offer suggestions 
and advice. Proceeds are 
used to fund local projects 
and grants.
Parker County Master 
Gardeners Association in 
a non-profit organization 
affiliated with the Texas 
Master Gardeners through 
Texas A&M AgriLife.

APRIL 15

Taste of Parker County
Prepare your taste buds 
for the 2025 Taste of 
Parker County hosted by 
the Weatherford College 
Foundation from 4:30-7:30 

p.m. on Tuesday, April 15 at 
Heritage Park 317 Santa Fe 
Drive, Weatherford, TX.

Buy tickets at the gate or 
online at https://wc.edu/
about/foundation/taste.php

APRIL 17

Medicare Class
A Benefits Advisor explains 
Medicare Services at the 
Weatherford Public Library, 
1014 Charles Street. Class 
begins at 10 a.m.
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  TXism: “bellered
      like _  ___ bull”
  5  TXism: “salt some
      away”
  6  to Houston from
      moon: “one small
      step for _  ___ . . .”
  7  Wet ‘n’ ____ Water-
      world in Anthony, TX
  8  Texans are head
      ___  _________
      above others
17  a foot digit
18  a non-lawyer can
      be a Justice __  ___
      _____ in Texas
21  “mi casa __ su casa”
22  sharpen something
23  in 1965, Astrodome
      was called “Eighth
      ______ of the World”
24  more just
29  style of buildings in
      Fair Park: Art ____
30  in Hamilton County
      on U.S. 281
31  hosp. nurse
32  river trout, e.g.
      (2 wds.)
34  trail in the woods
35  TXism: “___ some
      gravel” (fell)
36  suppurated
37  TX Quaid fi lm: “The
      Night the Lights
      ___ Out in Georgia”
38  expression of grief
39  TX Willie’s “Still is
      _____  ______ to
      Me” (1993)
41  TXism: “___  __
      up like a boarding-
      house pie” (divide)

  1  TXism:”slick __  _
      __________ seed”
  2  “roads” in Mexico
  3  TX McConaughey’s
      birth town
  4  looks after
  9  TXism for “liquor”
10  Lorrie Morgan hit:
      “What Part __  __”
11  New Mexico
      Reservoir, near
      the Texas border
12  TX Hunt who
      founded the Kansas
      City Chiefs (init.)
13  Cuero’s county

42  “one” in Mexico
43  TX Jeffrey who was a 
      noted classical pianist
44  chemical with symbol Rn
45  TXism: “didn’t ___ out”
      (failed)
46  TX-born Debbie Reynolds
      was “The Singing ___”
47  TXism: “hitched to ___
      __ a double harness”
      (married)
48  driver’s _______

50  Spurs,
      Cowboys,
      and Astros
51  Amarillo hosts
      “___-State Fair
      and Rodeo”
52  ___cup
53  wapiti 14  historical era

15  town in Lamar
      County, or Nevada
16  TXism: “tear jerker
      movie”
19  TXism: “lead pipe
      cinch”
20  actor Borgnine of 
      “The Wild Bunch”  
      of Texans (1969)
22  “don’t kick him
      when ___  ____”
24  Sinatra of “4 for
      Texas” (init.)
25  agcy. that made
      fi rst raid on Waco
      Branch Davidians
26  angers
27  take a nap (2 wds.)

28  TXism: “brave
      enough to ___  __ 
      _ boomtown cafe”
29  Latin “days”
30  TXism: “got the ___
      of it” (learned)
33  Gov. Lubbock (init.)
34  actor Sean of “Fair
      Game” with TX
      Bruce McGill

35  in Hidalgo County
      on highway 107
37  “______  ___ Pooh”
38  WWII hero and
      actor, TX Murphy
40  bank chamber
41  Dr Pepper 
      containers
44  what a Cowboy or
      Texan RB does 
47  actress Lee of “The
      Detective” with TX
      Al Freeman, Jr.
49  TX Sissy’s role in
      “Badlands” was
      based on life of
      _____ Ann Fulgate
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Support Services provided by  
Careity Foundation

NEW TECHNOLOGY IN THE FIGHT AGAINST CANCER
 This investment in the community brings the latest

 cu�ng-edge techniques. Providing the best care possible for pa�ents
in Parker County and the surrounding communi�es.

Flexible Treatment Op�ons
Provides a variety of treatment techniques 
such as HyperArc and RapidArc to address a 
broad range of cancer cases

Advanced Imaging 
Advanced imaging Respira�on-synchronized 
MV/kV radiographs, 4D CBCT, Itera�ve 
CBCT, Triggered Imaging and more

Safe And Reliable 
Built-in pa�ent safety features that allow 
clinicians to navigate the complexi�es of 
cancer care with confidence 

817-759-7000         npc@txcc.com         thecentertx.com

920 Santa Fe Dr • Weatherford, Texas 76086

Aaron Laine, MD, PhD
Radia�on Oncologist

Amelia Gunter, MD
General Surgeon

Ray D. Page, DO, PhD, FACOI, FASCO
Medical Oncology/Hematology

Talha Riaz, MD
Medical Oncology/Hematology

Robyn R. Young, MD
Medical Oncology/Hematology Specializing in Breast

Mary Ann Skiba, DO, FACOI
Hematology

Jessica Hals, DO, FACOI
Medical Oncology

EXCITING NEWS!

(817) 835-5000
www.ftwccu.org

Open to those who live, work, or 
attend school in Tarrant, Denton, 

Parker, and Johnson Counties.

Visit us today at
1911 S. Main St. 

Weatherford’s #1 Family Credit Union 

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS AND PARTIES:

Profrac Services, LLC, has applied to the Texas Commission 
on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) for renewal of Air Quality 
Permit Number 103026, which would authorize continued 
operation of the Profrac Manufacturing located at 119 Nu 
Energy Road, Aledo, Parker County, Texas 76008. Additional 
information concerning this application is contained in the 
public notice section of this newspaper.

SUBSCRIBE 
TODAY

community-news.com

https://www.community-news.com/calendar/
http://www.thecentertx.com
http://www.ftwccu.org
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Standards Link: Reading: Use context clues to determine vocabulary
Standards Link: Language Arts: 

Identify adjectives.

Look through today’s 
newspaper to find 10 

adjectives that 
describe a desert.

Desert 
Description

Fast or Slow?

Togetherness
Camels are social animals 
 that like to be in groups called    
  herds. Can you find each camel’s   
   exact twin?

Camels have _________, tough feet that help 
them _______ on hot, sandy deserts. These wide 
feet keep them from sinking in the _______ and, 
surprisingly, make them excellent swimmers!

When it’s windy in the desert, camels can pinch 
their nostrils _________ to keep out sand and dust.

Designed for the 
Desert
Oops! The hot desert sun melted some 
of the words in this paragraph. Can you 
replace them?

Blink! Blink! Blink!
Camels have lovely, long lashes to 
help keep sand out of their eyes. But 
that’s not all. Camels have another 
interesting eye feature that helps keep 
the sand out of their eyes. Circle every 
other letter to find out what it is.

C S A B M T E J L M S Q H V A H V L E W A C
T B H N I Y R K D B E Q Y X E M L O I T D H

Standards Link: Science: Animals have features that aid in survival.

Standards Link: Science: Variations 
  exist within a species.

What’s in the Hump?

One Hump, Two Humps

A camel’s hump is not filled with water. 
Hold this page up to a mirror to see what’s 

inside a camel’s hump.

Do the math. The camel with an even-numbered 
answer is a BACTRIAN camel. The one with an 

odd-numbered answer is a DROMEDARY.

15

25

5
10

20

55

5

5

5

10
10

miles per hour in 
short bursts.

2 + 3 4 + 4
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CAMEL
COOL
DESERT
DUST
ENERGY
EYES
FOOD
HOT
HUMPS
RUN
SAND
SOCIAL
SUN
SWIMMERS
WATER Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 

words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.

Camel Fact 
and Opinion

Describe a camel with three 
facts and one opinion. 

Label each one.
Standards Link: Language Arts: Write 
descriptively using supporting details.

The adjective social means 
a person or animal that 
prefers to live in groups

SOCIAL

Try to use the word social 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

Bees are social animals that 
live in large groups in hives.

This week’s word:

For centuries, humans have used camels as transportation and to 
carry goods across the desert. For this reason, they have earned a 
famous nickname. Use the code to reveal it.

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

D
E
F
H
I

=
=
=
=
=

O
P
R
S
T

=
=
=
=
=

With hundreds of topics, every 
Kid Scoop  printable activity pack 
features six-to-seven pages of 
high-interest extra learning 
activities for home and 
school! Get your free 
sample today at:

It was a __________ day in the 

desert. Clive Camel challenged 

Carla Camel to a race from the 

sandy ________________ to a 

__________ oasis a mile away.

Carla got an early lead, running 

as fast as a ____________. But 

she tripped over a ___________ 

and Clive pulled into the lead.

Clive struggled running up a 

___________ dune, and he 

began to __________ down the 

other side. Carla caught up!

The two camels were neck-and-

_________ as they approached 

the oasis. As he galloped over 

the _______________, Clive 

shouted, “I’m going to win!”

Just then, the oasis disappeared! 

“Oh, no! The oasis was just a 

___________ mirage!” cried 

Carla as clouds of dust and 

_____________ swirled all 

around the two camels.

Ask a family member for nouns, 
adjectives and verbs to �ll in the blanks. 

Then read your silly story aloud!

Standards Link: Language: Recognize and 
use parts of speech correctly.

Look at the advertisements in today’s 
newspaper. Write an ad describing all the 
great features of camels. Draw a cool 
picture of a camel for your ad, too.
Standards Link: Writing: Write descriptively using details.

Desert Deal

ANSWER: They wear camel�age.

Camels usually take their time walking in the hot desert. 
How fast can a camel run? 
Add up the numbers 
on the correct 
path through this 
maze to discover 
the answer.

community-news.com/subscribe • 817-441-7661

online and/or print delivery

Eight individuals  

revived in 2024

By Christopher Amos

The Community News

Firefighters are trained in emergency life-

saving techniques. Stationed throughout the 

county, they are likely to be the first on the 

scene of a medical emergency before an ambu-

lance arrives.

Parker County Emergency Services District 

No. 1 began intensified training last year with 

the Parker County Hospital District, resulting 

in eight lives being saved in 2024 in the ESD1 

area. The responders, in teams of three, were 

honored with Life Saving Company Citations 

at the annual Parker County ESD1 awards 

ceremony Feb. 28.

On Jan. 19, Dusty Hallman, Chris Willmer, 

and Adam Gouge of Truck 35 Willow Park 

revived a victim at the Hospital District Station 

3 on Atwood Court.

On April 11, Will Meyers, Chris Willmer, 

and Keith Obert of Truck 35 Willow Park 

revived an individual at a home on Ranch 

House Road.
June 22, Hunter Sereika, Roland Noe, and 

Logan Bushong of Engine 34 Aledo revived a 

victim at a home on White Settlement Road.

God’s Here  Aledo filmmaker garners top nominations, 5
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The CommuniTy news

Serving Aledo · the Annettas · Hudson Oaks · Willow Park, Texas

CORRECTION

In the March 7 issue, our report 

on the Emergency Services 

District No. 1 awards referred 

to “Springtown Station 45.” 

The correct designation is 

Springtown Station 48. We 

regret the error.WILLOW PARK

City hires new police chief

Receives clean audit

By Randy Keck

The Community News

Following an executive session at its March 

11 city council meeting, the council voted to 

hire Ray Lacy as the city’s new police chief.

Lacy was most recently the interim police 

chief in Jourdanton, Texas (south of San 

Antonio).
Parker County, however, is closer to home 

and family. Lacy grew up in Mesquite before 

embarking on a 39-year law enforcement 

career.
Lacy said he was already familiar with 

Willow Park due to his long-time friendship 

with council member Chawn Gilliland.

“We’ve known each other for a long time 

and I’ve been up here many times visiting him 

and coming to police schools so when this 

position opened and we talked, I knew it’s a 

great place,” Lacy said.

Lacy also served in the University Park 

area of Dallas.

“I’m all about community service, commu-

nity care, taking care of our citizens and our 

business owners,” Lacy said. “We did that in 

University Park and I think that fits perfectly 

with what they want to do here, too.”

While technically retired, Lacy said he 

never intended to stay retired, and in retire-

ment has been doing contract police work.

Lacy graduated from Dallas Baptist 

University and holds masters certification and 

an advanced instructor certification in addi-

tion to other credentials.

He also graduated from the Law 

Enforcement Management Institute of Texas 

(LEMIT), which he said “is the premier place 

that we send all of our executives.”

He is a graduate of the Texas Municipal 

League leadership program as well.

His wife, Andrea, is a registered Nurse, and 

she approved the move to Willow Park.

“She’s the one that blesses where we would 

go before I even apply and she likes it out this 

way,” he said, adding that she has family in the 

area as well.
Willow Park City Manager Bryan Grimes 

said the target date for Lacy to begin his duties 

is March 24.
Former police chief Daniel Franklin 

resigned on Jan. 23.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Snow Garrett Williams senior auditor Reba Long presented the results of the city’s audit at the 

Willow Park City Council meeting on March 11.

Turn to CHIEF, page 3

CHRISTOPHER AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Seventeen Company Citation honorees are joined by Parker County ESD1 leaders for a moment together at the annual ESD1 awards banquet. 

Chief Stephen Watson, Assistant Chief David Pruitt, Seth Wells, Tyler Ramsey, Tommy Bond, Hunter Sereika, Dustin Rowe, Jordan Sereika, Keith 

Obert, Will Meyers, Logan Bushong, Richard Noe, Dusty Hallman, Chris Willmer, Justin Hanley, Caleb Wainscott, Steven Ward, Deputy Chief Jason 

Ingram, Roland Noe, Adam Gouge, and Dr. Justin Northeim of Parker County Hospital District.

Firefighters honored for saving lives 

“Next to creating 

a life, the finest 

thing a man can 

do is save one.”
- Abraham Lincoln

Turn to ESD, page 3

ANNETTA

Council tables 

amending 

the drought 

contingency 

plan
by Jim Zimmermann

The Community News

The Annetta Town Council meet-

ing only had a few items on the 

agenda at its Feb. 20 meeting, but 

none were more important than 

ordinance amending the Drought 

Contingency plan.

Every council member had valu-

able input in regard to how the plan 

should be put in effect considering 

the amount of the service fee cus-

tomers should be charged when they 

exceed the limit that all customers 

adhere to. 
“We have customers that are 

always in compliance with the lim-

its not matter the season. We also 

have customers that have told us 

they don’t care if they go over the 

limit, they want to have a green yard 

no matter the season,” commented 

Mayor Sandy Roberts.

“Our customers have been 

extremely understanding when it 

comes to water usage and why we 

need to apply service fees to those 

who continue to use excessive 

amount of water,” Mayor pro-tem 

Kent Stacey said. 

Annetta has a superior rating for 

their water and wants to keep that 

standard they have worked so hard 

for. 
The council will meet again in 

regard to the service fees and a “tier” 

system on the usage of water that 

customer will be assessed when they 

go over a certain usage.

The mayor also read a proclama-

tion stating that March 16-25 will be 

Poison Prevention week. 

Award-winning newspaper:
• National Newspaper Association
• Texas Press Association
• North & East Texas Press Association

Published by:
• President, National Newspaper Association Foundation
• Past President, Texas Press Association
• Past President, North & East Texas Press Association
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CLEAR FORK MATERIALS

800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD 
ALEDO, TEXAS

HUDSON OAKS OFFICE - 817-594-2222

BENBROOK OFFICE - 817-241-3333

WWW.CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM

“Come grow with us!”

Hours: M-F 7:30 - 5:00 
Sat. 8:00-12:00 

817-441-7777

Topsoil Blends • Organic Composts • Mulches
Specialty River Rocks • Variety of Stone and Boulders

Serving North Texas  
since l986

PICK UPS WELCOME
DELIVERY AVAILABLE

White’s 
Funeral Home
130 Houston Ave. • Weatherford 

817-596-4811
www.whitesfuneral.com

Our family
serving 

your family
since 1908.

Ginger Adams
O: 682-888-0601
C: 817-888-0178

gadams@tworld.com
www.tworld.com/weatherford

Check out our businesses  
for sale at tworld.com

103 W. Church • 817-596-8758 • 817-594-2612

Propane Sales 
and Service

On the Square  
in Weatherford 

YEARSYEARS
OF PROPANE

1958-2023 Full Lawn MaintenanceFull Lawn Maintenance
Install Mulch And GravelInstall Mulch And Gravel

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES
rubenpcasas@gmail.comrubenpcasas@gmail.com

682.240.7853682.240.7853

Winning a district champion-
ship is hard. 

Well, unless you’re the Aledo 
Bearcats football team, which 
has been collecting them every 
year since 2008. Then it’s about 
as common as a golf ball being 
attracted to water.

But for most sports teams, 
it’s a big challenge to bring that 
special trophy back to your school 
to put on display. For example, it 
had never happened for an Aledo 
Bearcats basketball team before 
this season.

But it has now. First-year head 
coach Brian Blackburn and his 
team captured the District 5-5A 
title this season.

The Bearcats finished 27-7 
overall and were 11-1 in district. 

I realize that it’s hard to 
believe that at a school that epito-
mizes championships, it’s hard 
to believe there existed a sport 
that had not won its league. But 
for some reason boys basket-
ball, while it showed a modicum 
of success at times, had never 
achieved championship status.

Until now.
It’s not as if the cupboard was 

bare in Aledo. The Bearcats actu-
ally started turning around under 
former coach JD Robinson, 
including winning a bi-district 
playoff game in a 20-13 season in 
2023-24.

And, who’s to say if Robinson 
had stuck around he might not 
be the coach celebrating that his-
toric title? But he didn’t and so 
Blackburn is.

And with all due respect to 
Robinson, his exit created anoth-
er challenge that is common in 
sports. Sure, coaches are allowed 
to take other jobs, just like any-
one else in society  — and I even 
encourage it if it’s perceived as a 
step up.

Look at it This Way

Hoops fever 
in Aledo? 
You bet!

Rick Mauch
sports@community-news.com

Turn to HOOPS, page 11

BASEBALL

Bearcats battle back to best Brewer
Aledo completes 
sweep of district 
rivals
By Geoff Heppes
The Community News

The score of 3-2 may be some-
thing tattooed on the hearts of the 
Brewer baseball brass for the rest 
of this season, courtesy of baseball 
heroics from the Aledo Bearcats. 

After taking down the Bears 
3-2 on the road on March 12 in 
the first part of the teams’ sched-
uled home-and-home series, Aledo 
returned to its home field and won 
in a similar fashion. This time, 
the Bearcats used strong pitching 
while applying consistent offensive 
pressure to transform a 2-0 deficit 
into a 3-2 victory to give Aledo a 
strong start to begin district play.

“Anytime you can come in and 
sweep someone, it means you have 
a tiebreaker over them (for playoff 
purposes),” Bearcats head coach 
Chad Barry said. “Starting off dis-
trict with two wins over a good 

quality ball club gives us plenty of 
momentum. They are very well-
coached and definitely showed us 
some things we need to work on 
during our off week, so we are 
going to go back to the drawing 
board, go to the batting cages and 
work even harder.”

Devin Miller got the start on 
the mound for Aledo and came 
out of the gates strong, retiring 
six of the first seven batters he 
faced, including three strikeouts. 
Bearcats catcher Lucas Nawrocki 
opened up the bottom of the 
second inning with a single on 
the first pitch he saw, and Blake 
Burdine singled to put runners on 
first and second after a flyout in the 
previous Aledo at-bat. Then, Dylan 
Duran singled to load the bases. 
Despite that, Aledo’s next two bat-
ters were retired to end the threat.

Miller’s command remained on 
the mound in the following frame 
as he collected two more strikeouts 
and forced a groundout in spite of 
a single. Aledo couldn’t strike first 
on the scoreboard in the bottom of 

the third, which allowed Brewer 
an opportunity it took advantage 
of as the Bears manufactured a 
run with well-executed small ball. 
Aledo threatened again in the bot-
tom of the fourth but left a pair of 
runners on base.

The Bearcats then went to their 
bullpen in the fifth inning, man-
aging to escape a bases-loaded 
jam after allowing another run by 
the Bears to score. The run came 
courtesy of Khyler Farris stealing 
home plate on a heads-up play 
that made the Bears’ 2-0 lead 
seem insurmountable. Despite 
that, the Bearcats knew they had 
more magic up their sleeves in this 
contest.

The Bearcats saw Luke Trager 
steal home during their latest road 
contest, which proved to be a dif-
ference maker. The sentiments 
rang true in the battle at home as 
Trager proved to be a catalyst once 
again.

Trager was the first to bat for 
Aledo in the fifth inning, and he 

SPORTS BRIEFS
By: Rick Mauch
The Community News

BASEBALL
Bearcats state ranked
As the week began, the Aledo 
Bearcats were ranked No. 7 
in Class 5A by the Texas High 
School Baseball Coaches 
Association. They are 12-4 
overall and 2-0 in District 5-5A.

FISHING
Aledo Anglers fourth  
in tourney
The Aledo Anglers fishing 
team placed fourth in the OH 
Ivie Tournament recently near 
San Angelo. They are current-
ly in fourth place in the state 
high school standings, only 
four points out of first.
Aledo’s top finishers was 
the team of Peyton Hills and 
Tyler Page, who were eighth. 
Dominic Rigoli and Declan 
Lickerman finished 25th.

GIRLS SOCCER
Garrett makes college 
commitment
Ava Garrett of the 
Weatherford Lady Kangaroos 
has committed to play soccer 
for Kansas State next season.

Lady Roos drop  
first game
The Weatherford Lady 
Kangaroos lost their first 
game of the season on March 
11, falling 2-1 at home to 
Mansfield. They finished the 
regular season with a 16-1-2 
record and the loss dropped 
them to second in District 
3-6A with a 9-1-2 mark, 
behind Mansfield Lake Ridge 
at 10-1-1.
The Lady Roos have posted 
17 shutouts this season and 
have outscored their oppo-
nents 60-3. They will play 
Keller Central (14-6-1) in 
bidistrict on March 21 at 6 
p.m. at Azle High School.

GOLF
Lady Roos varsity win 
tourney 
The Weatherford Lady Roos 
golf team took the champion-
ship at the Canyon West Varsity 
Classic on March 11. Freshman 
Ava Cordary won the individual 
title, shooting 82.
The Lady Roos also placed 
second in the Wilson Boaz 
Spring Classic at Diamond 
Oaks Country Club recently. 
Cordary was fourth individu-
ally.
The Weatherford boys also 
played and were led by sopho-
more Carter Bruton, who shot 
4-under-par 68 for first place.

Turn to BASEBALL, page 9

SOFTBALL

Ladycats cruise past Saginaw
Aledo secures 19-0 
victory in 3 innings
By Geoff Heppes
The Community News

The No. 6 Aledo Ladycats 
softball team continued its demo-
lition through district opponents 
with a home contest Tuesday 
night against the Saginaw Lady 
Roughriders. The Ladycats came 
out of the gates with great force 
and execution, scoring an astound-
ing 15 times in the first inning 
alone. Aledo’s dominant entrance 
paved the way for smooth sailing, 
to the tune of a 19-0 final score in 
three innings via mercy rule.

Saginaw saw its starting pitch-
er exit after recording two outs 
due to injury, but the visitors were 
already in a sizable hole at that 
point. Regardless, Aledo was able 
to manufacture 19 total runs from 
just six hits, eight walks drawn, 
and eight Saginaw errors.

“It’s truly such a blessing. I was 
standing over there at third base 
thinking, ‘Man, they are still in the 
game,’ and these types of games 
can be really boring,” Ladycats 
head coach Heather Myers said. 

Turn to SOFTBALL, page 11

GEOFF HEPPES/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Sophomore pitcher Riley Marx is surrounded by teammates after the 
19-0 win over Saginaw.

http://www.clearforkmaterials.com
http://www.whitesfuneral.com
http://www.tworld.com/weatherford
http://www.texasbutane.com
https://www.community-news.com/stories/hoops-fever-in-aledo-you-bet,109789
https://www.community-news.com/stories/hoops-fever-in-aledo-you-bet,109789
https://www.community-news.com/stories/baseball-bearcats-battle-back-to-best-brewer,110638?
https://www.community-news.com/stories/sports-briefs-for-march-21,110616?
https://www.community-news.com/stories/baseball-bearcats-battle-back-to-best-brewer,110638?
https://www.community-news.com/stories/softball-ladycats-cruise-past-saginaw,110748
https://www.community-news.com/stories/softball-ladycats-cruise-past-saginaw,110748


THE COMMUNITY NEWS  March 21, 2025     9

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

MyserOrtho.com  •  817-441-8700  •  Aledo & Willow Park

Ask me about 
life insurance
Contact me today

Agent

411 FM 1187 N
Aledo, TX 76008-1147

Bus: 817-441-9966
bobby@bobbyrigues.com
www.bobbyrigues.com
        

Bobby J Rigues

State Farm Life Insurance Company
(Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company
(Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL

817-441-1079
david@elitegreentx.com

ALEDO OWNED  
AND OPERATED

TX #0868794

913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747

Our newest additional location
Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

James R. Plowman - jamesplowman@gpfcnet.com

Misty Engel – mistyengel@gpfcnet.com

Norma Plowman – normaplowman@gpfcnet.com

913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747

Our newest additional location
Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

James R. Plowman - jamesplowman@gpfcnet.com

Misty Engel – mistyengel@gpfcnet.com

Norma Plowman – normaplowman@gpfcnet.com

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747

Our newest additional location
Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

James R. Plowman - jamesplowman@gpfcnet.com

Misty Engel – mistyengel@gpfcnet.com

Norma Plowman – normaplowman@gpfcnet.com

Our newest additional location  
Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

www.galbreaithpickard.com

5189 E. I-20 Service Rd N 
Suite 106
Willow Park, TX 76087 

Office:  817.441.2255
Cell:  817.538.6846

Jim@MartinLandSales.com

RailheadRealty.com
TX BROKER®

Jim Martin - REALTOR®

I-20 ANIMAL HOSPITAL
817-341-3331817-341-3331

3713 Fort Worth Hwy  Between Exits 415 and 414 
Hudson Oaks, TX  76087

www.I-20animalhospital.com

OPEN 24 HOURSOPEN 24 HOURS
DAILYDAILY

GENERAL PET WELLNESS 
HEALTH CARE
• INTERNAL MEDICINE
• SURGERY 

General and Advanced
• RADIOLOGY 

Digital including dental
• LASER THERAPY
• Computed Tomography 
              (CT scan)-NEW!                         

• EMERGENCY & CRITICAL 
CARE

• COMPLETE IN-HOUSE 
LABORATORY

• DENTAL CARE 
General and Advanced

• ULTRASONOGRAPHY
• ONCOLOGY
• ENDOSCOPY 

SOCCER

Thompson standing tall in final season as Ladycat
District title,  
valedictorian among 
accomplishments
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

Aledo Ladycats soccer coach Bryan 
Johnson remembers facing a dilemma 
a few years ago concerning one of his 
best players on the team now.

He was watching Emery 
Thompson, all of 5 feet, 2 inches 
tall, playing soccer in middle school. 
While he could see she was obvious-
ly a good player, he asked himself a 
question concerning her possibili-
ties at the physical varsity level.

“She was the smallest girl in 
middle school. I thought, ‘There’s 
no way I can get her on the field,’” he 
recalled. “And then it was, how can I 
take her off the field?”

He hasn’t done much of the lat-
ter. Thompson, whose nickname is 
Tiny, is now a senior captain and 
has been a starting member of the 
Ladycats defense all four years of 
her high school career.

She has lettered all four seasons 
with the Ladycats, was named the 
district defensive MVP as a sopho-
more and first team all-district as 
a junior, along with more accolades 
almost certainly coming this season.

She was also named all-region 
twice by the Texas Association of 
Soccer Coaches, selected all-state by 
the United Soccer Coaches and is a 
two-time national champion with 
her club team out of Fort Worth.

District champs
And now, for the first time she 

and her teammates are district 
champions. The Ladycats captured 
the District 5-5A championship 
after finishing as runners-up in 
Thompson’s first three seasons.

“This means a lot, not only for 
me, but for the team,” she said. “It’s 
a testament to the hard work we put 
in. We have a strong bond on the 
field and off.”

The Ladycats, 15-4 overall, won 
district with a 10-2 record. After 
falling 2-0 at Saginaw Chisholm 
Trail on Feb. 21, they outscored 
their final four opponents 16-0.

In all, Aledo outscored their 
opponents 60-20, the fewest 
goals Thompson and the Ladycats 
defense have surrendered in her 
varsity career. They also posted 
eight shutouts and held five other 
opponents to a single goal.

The Ladycats were playing their 
bidistrict match against Birdville 
(14-5) at press time.

Aledo has advanced to the sec-
ond round of the playoffs each of 
the past two seasons.

Tops academically
Not only is Thompson a stand-

out soccer player, she’s also a superb 
student. She is the frontrunner to 
be the valedictorian of this year’s 
AHS graduating class with a 4.72 
grade point average.

“She’s really smart, just a bright 
individual,” Johnson said. “She 
comes from a wonderful family.”

Thompson said she plans to 
major in finance and minor in eco-
nomics with a focus on business 
analytics or data science.

“First, I thought about the medi-
cal field and then I realized I despise 
germs,” she said with a laugh.

Her mother is a chief financial 
officer for a Fort Worth company. 
She watched her mom and started 
asking questions, which piqued her 
interest in finance.

“I was able to see how much 
math is in the business world,” she 
said. “I like the ambiguity and the 
concrete logic that goes with it.”

Of course, lots of schools are 
clamoring for her to join their stu-
dent body. As for which one she will 
choose, she said, “It’s definitely a 
million dollar question.

“The dream school is MIT 
(Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology in Boston). If I get accept-
ed I would get to play soccer there.”

Her academic accolades are 
equal to her soccer honors, with 
highlights being named the Daniel 
Ninth Grade Center Female Student 
of the Year as a freshman, being 
president of Leading Ladies and 
secretary of the National Honor 

Society and being named academic 
all-district in soccer and track each 
of the past three years.

And she was recently voted Miss 
AHS.

“It’s definitely not something I 
take lightly. I don’t take it for grant-
ed,” she said humbly. “I definitely 
want to leave an impact with the 
underclassmen, have the confidence 
to take leadership roles.”

Thompson also wants to study 
abroad while in college.

“I want to work in London and 
live there for a couple of years,” she 
said.

Johnson said having such intel-
ligence and fortitude is also a huge 
benefit on the soccer field.

“She studies and understands the 
game. She watches video,” he said. 
“She’s a vocal and physical leader.

“She’s always got a comment at 
halftime about what’s happening on 
the field. If she’s not talking, some-
thing’s not right.”

Started young
Thompson began soccer at the 

age of 3. It was evident  — sort of  — 
that she was a natural in the sport.

“It’s the beginning sport every 
parent throws their child into,” 
she said, adding with a chuckle, “I 
never cried, and that was a sign I 
liked it.”

Before long she loved it, and that 
love has continued to grow.

“I like the fast pace, but there’s a 
freedom to it that I love,” she said. 
“You let your body play the game.”

Thompson comes from an 
athletic family. Her dad played col-
lege baseball at Hardin Simmons 
University in Abilene, her older 
brother played football at Aledo, her 
older sister was an athletic trainer, 
and she has some cousins who have 
played soccer. 

And while she wasn’t born in 
Aledo, she got there as quickly as she 
could. She was born in Mansfield 
and her family moved to Aledo when 
she was three months old.
End is near

Like all seniors this time of year, 
Thompson realizes she has more 
senior year days behind her than 
in front of her. While she knows 
the end of her high school career is 
approaching, she understands the 
memories will be with her forever.

“Making varsity as a freshman 
was a big thing. I’m a very competi-
tive person, and that was such a big 
honor and accomplishment in my 
book,” she said. “Making the playoffs 
every year is also special.

“And so many friends. Some of 
my best friends I met through soccer.

“And definitely class work is a big 
thing. It’s setting in what it really 
means and how hard I worked for it.”

When asked how she juggles 
it all, Thompson replies simply, 
“People ask how I handle pressure. 
My family, friends and coaches are 
all supportive. And I’m very sup-
portive of my faith. I’m going to end 
up where the Lord wants me.”

As he prepares to say goodbye to 
one of the most memorable players 
to come through his program  — 
who, in fact, helped him register 
his 300th career victory this season  
— Johnson said with a smile, “She 
proved me wrong  — and I’m so 
glad she did.”

RYAN WADE/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Saginaw goalkeeper covers the ball as Emery Thompson threatens to add 
another Ladycat goal during District 5-5A action in 2024.

RYAN WADE/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Emery Thompson races for the ball 
while being held by a Lady Texans 
player in 2024.

was able to reach second base on an 
error in the outfield. His high-flying 
shot was not corralled in center 
field and the floodgates of momen-
tum began to creak open.

“With runners in scoring posi-
tion, I’m just trying to be a leadoff 
hitter and do my job in those situ-
ations,” Luke Gladchuk said. “We 
practice out here for hours every 

day, and wins like this will give both 
ourselves and the fans some confi-
dence. It’s definitely going to give us 
confidence when we face our next 
opponent.”

Next, Gladchuk belted a huge 
RBI triple to left that both cut the 
deficit in half and put the tying 
run 90 feet away. Fireworks con-
tinued to boom for the team clad in 
orange and black as Brooks Burdine 
reached first base on another 
Brewer error to score the tying run 
and eventually advanced to third 

base on bad throws to first – and 
second – as the Bears’ pursuit of the 
speedy Burdine came up short. His 
efforts were rewarded on the next 
toss from the mound as he was able 
to get a jump on the wild pitch for 
the go-ahead run.

“When we caught a break and 
they made a mistake, we did a really 
good job of taking advantage of 
making them pay for it,” Barry said. 
“We were able to string together 
some good at-bats and hits to tie the 
game up. I think it was a passed ball 

that got us the winning run against 
them the other night, and we were 
able to do the same thing here. I 
hope that the players seeing how 
we can get guys on at the right time 
and apply pressure with consistency 
will show them that we can open 
the floodgates at any time.”

Nawrocki then got the call to 
take the mound to close the deal 
and complete the sweep, and he 
answered the bell for his team in 
a big way, finishing the final two 
innings on the mound with five 

strikeouts, two walks, a pick off at 
first and forced a groundout — all 
without allowing a hit. Additionally, 
the baserunner he allowed via a 
walk – Farris – was left 90 feet 
away from home plate once Aledo 
recorded the game’s final out.

The Bearcats are off this coming 
week before taking on Chisholm 
Trail in their next two-game district 
series. The first game will take place 
at 7 p.m. Tuesday, April 1 at home 
against the Rangers.

BASEBALL
from page 8
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Classifieds

Business Cards

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor 

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100  
Aledo, TX 76008  
Bus. 817-441-4108 • Fax 800-656-0301 
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com 
www.edwardjones.com

Operated by a subsidary  
of NRT, LLC

KIMBERLY MEYER, 
ABR, CRS, GRI

REALTOR®

Cell (817) 929-0347
kimberly.meyer@cbdfw.com

5924 Convair Drive #420  
Fort Worth, TX 76109

www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer

Global Luxury Specialist

1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 817-504-7662817-504-7662
Call for availability · Boat & RV parking - $50Call for availability · Boat & RV parking - $50

10x10 $65 • 10x20 $95 • 10x30 $14010x10 $65 • 10x20 $95 • 10x30 $140

We have lots of room  
for your stuff!

1187 MINI STORAGE1187 MINI STORAGE

• COMPOSITION SHINGLES
• WOOD SHINGLES
• NEW ROOFS • REROOFS
• REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 • mobile (817) 996-2726

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

Insurance Claims Handled

Free 

Estim
atesHearing

Care Center
4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702
Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre
Phone: 817.263.1971

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
CHAPPELL

Vanity Tops                                           Tubs 
Whirlpool Tubs                         Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE
2927 Greenlee Park Trail

Weatherford, Texas 76088

  817-341-8970
Natural Granite  •  Solid Surface  •  Silestone

5 & 6 Inch Seamless Gutters • Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial • New & Repair

ROSS GUTTERS
In Business Since 1995

Office: 817-565-4658
Talk and text 817-771-9661

FREE SPLASH BLOCKS FOR A LIMITED TIME

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
SERVICE AND REPAIR • LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

817-441-8633
• • NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS • •

817-443-9733
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR
LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

(817) 249-2028

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t

Ken Hartman, Proprietor

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry 
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

Beautiful Doors
REFINISHED

Front Doors • Garage Doors
Shutters • Wood Trim
Wood Replacement

Weatherstripping

Mike & Aaron Tennyson
817-305-3087

Call or Text

 • Boarding  
• Grooming  
• Heated & Cooled  
• Indoor & Outdoor Runs 
• 24-Hour Attendant 

Ring Leaders Kennel
Aledo 817-441-8071

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 
CITY OF WILLOW PARK, TEXAS 

EAST BANKHEAD WATER & SEWER EXTENSION - LIFT STATION

Separate sealed bids for the construction of East Bankhead Water 
& Sewer Extension - Lift Station will be received by the City of 
Willow Park, Texas, until 3:00 PM, on April 10th, 2025, at Willow 
Park City Hall, 120 El Chico Trail, Willow Park, TX 76087, and 
then at said location publicly opened and read aloud. This project 
consists of the installation of a triplex submersible sewer lift station, 
emergency bypass pump, and associated appurtenances.

The Contract Documents, consisting of Advertisement for Bids, 
Information for Bidders, Bid Proposal, Bid Bond, Agreement, 
Performance and Payment Bonds, General Conditions, Notice of 
Award, Notice to Proceed, Plans, and Specifications, may be exam-
ined at the following location:

Jacob & Martin, LLC 
1925 Fort Worth Highway, Weatherford, Texas 76086

The Owner reserves the right to waive any informalities and to reject 
any or all bids.  Bids may be held by the Owner for a period not to 
exceed 120 days from the date of the bid opening for the purpose 
of reviewing the bids and investigating the qualifications of Bidders 
prior to award of the contract. 

Contractors must obtain a set of CONTRACT DOCUMENTS online 
at www.jacobmartin.com by digital download or hard copy to be 
considered a registered plan holder eligible to bid the project. Cost 
for digital download of CONTRACT DOCUMENTS will be $0.00.  
Hard copies of the CONTRACT DOCUMENTS will be $100.00  All 
Copies of the CONTRACT DOCUMENTS must be ordered online 
and are available for pick up, mail out or digital download via www.
jacobmartin.com.  Upon verification of online payment, hard copies 
may be picked up at Jacob & Martin, LLC, located at 1925 Fort 
Worth Highway, Weatherford, Texas 76086.  

Bid Bond:  A certified check or bank draft, payable to the order of 
the City of Willow Park, negotiable U.S. Government bonds (at par 
value) or a satisfactory Bid Bond executed by the Bidder and an 
acceptable surety in an amount equal to five percent (5%) of the 
total bid shall be submitted with each bid.

City of Willow Park Doyle Moss, Mayor March 21st & 28th, 2025

CITY OF HUDSON OAKS 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS 

Notice is hereby given that the City of Hudson Oaks will hold Public 
Hearings on a request for a specific use permit to allow for a “Drive-Thru 
Use” at 2745 Fort Worth Highway on a 1.5 acre lot, Lot 3R-1, Block 
Gridiron Land Company Addition, Hudson Oaks, Parker County, Texas.

The City of Hudson Oaks will conduct Public Hearings on Tuesday, 
April 8, 2025 at 7:00 p.m., and Thursday, April 24, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. 
at the Hudson Oaks City Hall, 210 Hudson Oaks Drive, Hudson Oaks, 
Texas, 76087.All interested parties are invited to attend. Any inquiries 
should be directed to the City Secretary. 682-229-2400

Shelley Scazzero 
City Secretary

NOTICE OF RECEIPT OF APPLICATION AND INTENT TO OBTAIN AIR PERMIT (NORI) RENEWAL

PERMIT NUMBER 103026 

APPLICATION. Profrac Services, LLC, has applied to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) for renewal of Air Quality 
Permit Number 103026, which would authorize continued operation of the Profrac Manufacturing located at 119 Nu Energy Road, Aledo, 
Parker County, Texas 76008. This link to an electronic map of the site or facility’s general location is provided as a public courtesy and 
not part of the application or notice. For exact location, refer to application. https://gisweb.tceq.texas.gov/LocationMapper/?marker=-
97.61585,32.72999&level=13. The existing facility is authorized to emit the following air contaminants: exempt solvents, hazardous air 
pollutants, organic compounds and particulate matter including particulate matter with diameters of 10 microns or less and 2.5 microns 
or less.

This application was submitted to the TCEQ on February 10, 2025. The application will be available for viewing and copying at the TCEQ 
central office, TCEQ Dallas/Fort Worth regional office, and the Aledo Public Library, 201 Farm-to-Market Road, Aledo, Parker County, 
Texas, 76008, beginning the first day of publication of this notice. The facility’s compliance file, if any exists, is available for public 
review in the Dallas/Fort Worth regional office of the TCEQ. The application, including any updates, is available electronically at the fol-
lowing webpage: https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/air/airpermit-applications-notices

The executive director has determined the application is administratively complete and will conduct a technical review of the application. 
Information in the application indicates that this permit renewal would not result in an increase in allowable emissions and would not 
result in the emission of an air contaminant not previously emitted. The TCEQ may act on this application without seeking further pub-
lic comment or providing an opportunity for a contested case hearing if certain criteria are met.

PUBLIC COMMENT. You may submit public comments to the Office of the Chief Clerk at the address below. The TCEQ will consider all 
public comments in developing a final decision on the application and the executive director will prepare a response to those comments. 
Issues such as property values, noise, traffic safety, and zoning are outside of the TCEQ’s jurisdiction to address in the permit process.

OPPORTUNITY FOR A CONTESTED CASE HEARING. You may request a contested case hearing if you are a person who may be 
affected by emissions of air contaminants from the facility. If requesting a contested case hearing, you must submit the following: 
(1) your name (or for a group or association, an official representative), mailing address, daytime phone number; (2) applicant’s 
name and permit number; (3) the statement “[I/we] request a contested case hearing;” (4) a specific description of how you would 
be adversely affected by the application and air emissions from the facility in a way not common to the general public; (5) the loca-
tion and distance of your property relative to the facility; (6) a description of how you use the property which may be impacted by 
the facility; and (7) a list of all disputed issues of fact that you submit during the comment period. If the request is made by a group 
or association, one or more members who have standing to request a hearing must be identified by name and physical address. 
The interests the group or association seeks to protect must also be identified. You may also submit your proposed adjustments to 
the application/permit which would satisfy your concerns. 

The deadline to submit a request for a contested case hearing is 15 days after newspaper notice is published.  If a request is timely 
filed, the deadline for requesting a contested case hearing will be extended to 30 days after mailing of the response to comments.

If any requests for a contested case hearing are timely filed, the Executive Director will forward the application and any requests for 
a contested case hearing to the Commissioners for their consideration at a scheduled Commission meeting. Unless the application 
is directly referred to a contested case hearing, the executive director will mail the response to comments along with notification of 
Commission meeting to everyone who submitted comments or is on the mailing list for this application. The Commission may only grant 
a request for a contested case hearing on issues the requestor submitted in their timely comments that were not subsequently with-
drawn. If a hearing is granted, the subject of a hearing will be limited to disputed issues of fact or mixed questions of fact and law 
relating to relevant and material air quality concerns submitted during the comment period. Issues such as property values, noise, 
traffic safety, and zoning are outside of the Commission’s jurisdiction to address in this proceeding.

MAILING LIST. In addition to submitting public comments, you may ask to be placed on a mailing list for this application by sending a 
request to the Office of the Chief Clerk at the address below. Those on the mailing list will receive copies of future public notices (if any) 
mailed by the Office of the Chief Clerk for this application.

AGENCY CONTACTS AND INFORMATION. Public comments and requests must be submitted either electronically at www14.tceq.texas.
gov/epic/eComment/, or in writing to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, Office of the Chief Clerk, MC-105, P.O. Box 13087, 
Austin, Texas 78711-3087. Please be aware that any contact information you provide, including your name, phone number, email address 
and physical address will become part of the agency’s public record. For more information about this permit application or the permitting 
process, please call the Public Education Program toll free at 1 800 687 4040. Si desea información en Español, puede llamar al 1-800-
687-4040.

Further information may also be obtained from Profrac Services, LLC, 777 Main Street, Suite 2900, Fort Worth, Texas 76102-5304 or by 
calling Mr. Vern Choquette, Principal Consultant, Bear Creek Consultants, at (405) 615-3757.

Notice Issuance Date: March 10, 2025 

http://www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer
http://www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
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But it is also a surety that 
a new coach means a new 
way of doing things. Often 
with that comes a period of 
adjustment and sometimes 
even a step back.

Not for these Bearcats. 
There was no stepping back, 
no extended transition 
period. They immediately 
bought into Blackburn’s sys-
tem, combined it with their 
desire to make history, and 
did exactly that.

“He kind of just saw 
it and he built around it,” 
Bearcats standout senior 
guard Joaquin Pacheco. 
“He’s a really good coach.”

Indeed he is, as his track 
record shows. And he’s 
worked with some great 
players, including current 
NBA star Marcus Smart, 
as an assistant at Flower 
Mound Marcus.

Also, like many great 
coaches, Blackburn has 
the right amount of humil-
ity to go with the required 
amount of ego needed to be 
successful. He knows he’s 
good at his job, but he also 
knows that in any job talent 
alone won’t bring victories.

“It really starts at the top 
with the administration,” he 
said.

And he’s right. Without 
a supportive administra-
tion, no sports program will 
succeed. Good luck finding 
more support than athletes 
get in Aledo.

So, can we say Bearcats 
fans have basketball fever? 
We sure can.

I compare what is 
happening with Aledo 
basketball with what has 
already taken place at the 
University of Alabama with 
head coach Nate Oates. 
With the exception of a 
splotch of success here and 
there, no one ever thought 
of the Crimson Tide as a 
basketball power  — until 
now.

However, Oates has 
taken them to a Final Four 
last season, 30 wins two 
years ago, a No. 1 national 
ranking in the past and cur-
rently has them poised for 
no worse than a No. 2 seed 
in the upcoming NCAA 
Tournament.

And, voila, they have 
hoops fever in Tuscaloosa.

Also, just to be clear, it 
hasn’t replaced the popu-
larity of football, but there 
is room for more than one 
form of fever on campus 
there  — just as there is 
here.

While no one knows 
what the future holds, and 
I am certainly not going to 
guarantee another district 
championship (admittedly, 
only football has earned 
the privilege  — so far), I 
will predict that next year’s 
team will be in contention 
for such, barring unforeseen 
injuries or such.

This season’s team, led 
by a handful of seniors, fea-
tured five juniors and three 
sophomores. Most success-
ful programs have a good 
supply of underclassmen on 
their roster.

Looking beyond that, 
Aledo is likely to move up to 
6A in two years. However, 
they can certainly still 
contend.

“As our community 
gets bigger, more kids will 
play. The growth of our 
student population will be 
key,” Blackburn said. “A lot 
of the people in the com-
munity have fostered this 
excitement.”

And now they have a dis-
trict championship trophy 
as proof. I assume you can 
swing by the school and see 
it if you want  — following 
proper protocol, of course. 

After all, it is a bit of his-
tory. And while more could 
be coming, there is only one 
first championship.

HOOPS
from page 8
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2880 Fort Worth Hwy. w Hudson Oaks
100 Willow Bend w Willow Park

www.go2fbt.com

Grayson McKelvey
Baseball 

The senior entered the game to pitch 
against Keller Fossil Ridge on March 12 
with the Bearcats trailing 2-0 after three 
innings. He pitched the next three innings, 
getting the win, surrendering two hits with 
no runs, no walks and striking out eight.

BEARCAT 
OF THE WEEK

Sponsored by

2880 Fort Worth Hwy. w Hudson Oaks
100 Willow Bend w Willow Park

www.go2fbt.com

Ari Mathias
Powerlifting

In her final meet as a Ladycat, the senior 
lifted a career-best total of 890 pounds to 
place seventh in the state in the 148-pound 
division at the 5A State Powerlifting Meet.  
It is the highest finish ever by a Ladycat.

LADYCAT 
OF THE WEEK

Sponsored by

Now it’s the boys’ turn
Five area lifters (three from Aledo, two 

from Weatherford) will compete Saturday 
at the Boys State Powerlifting Meet at the 
Taylor County Expo Center in Abilene. 

Competing in Class 5A from Aledo 
are Chase Wilburn, 220 class; Anthony 
Flowers, 242 division; and Kruger 
Summers, 275 division.

Competing in Class 6A from 
Weatherford will be Talan Tart in the 
275 weight class and Ryan Ekberg in the 
148 division.

Seven from Weatherford 
among 6A state lifters

Seven Lady Kangaroos competed on 
March 12 in Edinburg, led by a fifth-
place finish by Lauren Schweiss in the 
105-pound division. She lifted a total of 
690 pounds.

In that same division, Maddie Seago 
placed ninth with 625 pounds. Another 
top-10 finish was posted by Analia 
Barcenas in the 220 class, lifting 925.

In the 148 division, Ella Jester (870 
lifted) was 11th and Reagan Hunt (855) 
was 15th. Khala Kuehler was 12th in the 
114 division with a total of 700 pounds.

Zoe Todd of the Lady Roos also 
qualified for state in the 97 weight class, 
but was disqualified after failing to get 
a qualifying lift in one of the categories.

STATE
from page 12

“They were really disciplined with 
their at bats, which is very hard to do 
in a game like this. I’m very blessed 
to have a group of girls that know the 
expectations and rise to the occasion.”

Sophomore pitcher Rylee Marx 
was impressive on the mound, sur-
rendering only one hit across three 
innings to go with six strikeouts. 
Additionally, she collected two hits 
with one RBI and one run scored. 
The young pitcher was praised by 
teammates throughout the con-
test, and this level of connectedness 
has proven to be a catalyst for the 
Ladycats.

“I think we really benefit from 
our mental preparation, we do a lot 
of affirmations for each other after 
every game, and I think that carries 

into every game,” Myers said. “You’d 
be surprised by how much a mean-
ingful piece of encouragement can 
do for someone and carry into the 
next game. Quality team effort and 
camaraderie are really carrying us 
– obviously we’re talented – but you 
have to have the team dynamic, and 
they do.”

Aledo senior Austyn Marriage 
mashed a two-run homer as the only 
Ladycat to go long in this game. 
Meanwhile, senior Gracie Jones had 
two runs and an RBI while Grace 
Heath added one hit and one run. 
Junior catcher Breleigh Mayer 
shined with a hit and three runs 
scored while Kyleigh Pawlak cleared 
the bases with an RBI triple that 
scored three runs.

The Ladycats (15-3, 4-0) will take 
the field again at 7 p.m. Friday at 
Granbury.

SOFTBALL
from page 8

SPORTS BRIEFS
RODEO
WC competes at Odessa
Weatherford College’s Cashton 
Weidenbener and partner Bridget 
Ketcham from Ranger placed first 
in team roping at the Odessa Rodeo 
recently with a 10.1 on two go-rounds.
WC’s Jett Stewart, alongside John Hisel 
(South Plains College), placed third, 
WC’s Dalton Huston and Brock Rouse 
had a no time in the short-go to finish 
eight overall, and Kyler Beshires (SPC) 
alongside WC’s Beldon Cox placed ninth.
Cash Fuesz placed second overall in tie-
down ropin,g receiving a 17.7 on two.
In saddle bronc, Mitchie Story received 
a 163.5 in two to win second overall.
Jacee Graff won second overall at 11.7 
on two in goat tying.
Sheyenne Lincoln finished ninth in  
barrel racing.

Since being elected 
Mayor of the City of 
Willow Park, we have:

• Solved Willow Park’s water issues 
working with our neighbor Hudson 
Oaks to get Water from Fort Worth

• Solved our Waste Water problem 
with a new Waste Water plant to 
open in 2025

• Lowered our property tax rate
• Doubled our sales tax revenue
• Improved approximately  10 miles 

of needed road repair with plans 
to do more

• Annexed 321 acres of I-20   
frontage road East of our city 
which will include Retail and  
Residential development

• We upgraded the Cross Timbers 
Park and are in the process of  
upgrading Kingsgate Park

• I have 100% support from our  
current City Council

Political ad paid for by the Doyle Moss Campaign

I’m asking for your vote
Doyle Moss

Proceeds benefit the Junior Class every year. 
This year is the Class of 2026 and gives us 
money to put down funds for our prom and 
senior events happening in the upcoming 
school year. Students in many organizations 
throughout the school will be volunteering and 
providing community service to help in the 
event.  We will have athletic groups help  
vendors bring in their products and break 
down their booths.  The National Honor Society 
and Leading Ladies will help vendors during 
the event and direct any patrons who need  
assistance.

https://www.community-news.com/stories/hoops-fever-in-aledo-you-bet,109789
https://www.community-news.com/stories/powerlifting-aledos-mathias-makes-history,110637?
https://www.community-news.com/stories/softball-ladycats-cruise-past-saginaw,110748
https://www.community-news.com/stories/sports-briefs-for-feb-28,107825
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Don’t forget your four-legged 
family member when you travel!

• Boarding 

• Grooming 

• Heated & 
Cooled 

• Indoor & 
Outdoor Runs

• 24-Hour 
Attendant 

Ring Leaders Kennel
Aledo 817-441-8071

Newly-Upgraded boarding facilities

Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry
Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C. 
Michael Ball, D.D.S., P.L.L.C.

Diplomate of American Board of Pediatric Dentistry
Fellow of American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101
Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087

Ofc: 817-441-2425
Fax: 817-441-2491

www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com

TRACK AND FIELD

Aledo vaulter among nation’s best
Several Bearcats/ 
Ladycats among  
state leaders
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

Braylon Brown is the latest in 
a long line of Aledo High School 
pole vaulters to be considered 
among the best at their craft. 
The senior is tied for ninth in the 
nation with his vault of 16 feet, 
6 inches at the Northwest Texan 
Invitational recently, according to 
MileSplit. 

That vault has him tied for fifth 
in the state of Texas in all classifi-
cations and tied for third in Class 
5A  — which is where he finished 
last state at the 5A State Meet, his 
first time to compete at that level.

“Braylon is having a great year 
with two of his three meets over 
16 feet,” Aledo pole vaulting coach 
John Rhodes said. “His goal is to 
break Sean Gribble’s school record 
of 17 feet, 3/4 inches  — and I 
believe if the conditions are right 
he will have a chance. 

“For now we are just focus-
ing on preparing for the series of 
meets, district, area and state. Our 
goal is always to get to state and 
fight to get on the medal stand. 
Class 5A has two vaulters over 17’ 
already so it will be a challenge, 
but Braylon has put in the work 
and is up to the challenge.”

Bearcat Adam Averett is also 
among the top vaulters in 5A. He 
is eighth with a 15-0 vault.

The Ladycats have two pole 
vaulters among the girls’ state 
leaders in Class 5A. Maggie 
Kilburn is sixth, having cleared 
11-9, and Emma Ralph has cleared 
11-6 to tie for ninth.

In non-vaulting events, Tyler 
Connelly of the Bearcats is 10th 
in the state in 5A with his time of 
9 minutes, 35.60 seconds in the 
3200-meter run. He is a mere .01 
seconds out of ninth and less than 
a minute out of ranking as high 
as sixth.

The Bearcats and Ladycats are 
back in competition March 27 at 
Saginaw Chisholm. They will fol-
low by competing at the District 

5-5A Meet at Saginaw High and 
will host the Area 5/6 Meet at Tim 
Buchanan Stadium on April 10.

The Bearcats are seeking a 
sixth consecutive district title  — 
with no meet held in 2020 because 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
Ladycats finished second in dis-
trict by a single point last season 
to Justin Northwest, which has 
now moved up to Class 6A.

PHOTO COURTESY OF ALEDO ISD

Pole vaulter Braylon Brown of Aledo is among the top athletes in the 
nation in his event and is one of several athletes from Aledo to be 
ranked in the state’s top 10 in their respective events.

POWERLIFTING

Mathias makes history
Nine from area  
compete at state
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

Ari Mathias bid farewell to her 
Aledo High powerlifting career with 
the best performance ever at state 
by a Ladycat. She placed seventh in 
the 148-pound weight class at the 
Class 5A Division I State Meet at 
Bert Ogden Arena in Edinburg on 
Saturday, March 15.

This was Mathias’ third time to 
qualify for state and it was the high-
est placement ever for a Ladycat at 
this level. In accomplishing this, she 
set a personal record with a total of 
890 pounds lifted, including 350 

squat, 215 bench press, and 325 
deadlift.

Also qualifying for state for a sec-
ond straight year was Bryanna Orr 
in the 132 division. However, she 
was disqualified after not having a 
successful squat attempt.

“The competition was tough and 
the judges were strict at this year’s 
state meet,” Ladycats coach Josh 
Morgan said.

Both girls qualified for state by 
winning their division at regionals, 
where Aledo was also well repre-
sented with 20 competitors

“They are such a big part of our 
program and I am so proud of them,” 
Morgan said of Mathias and Orr.

ALEDO ISD

Aledo Ladycat senior lifters Ari Mathias (left) and Bryanna Orr competed at 
the Class 5A Division I Girls State Powerlifting Meet in Edinburg this past 
Saturday. Also shown is coach Josh Morgan.

Turn to STATE, page 11
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Moritz Chevrolet · Chrysler · Jeep 
Loop 820 & Hwy 580 (Camp Bowie West) · 817-696-2000

Moritz Kia · 8501 I-30 · 817-560-6000

Honored for Saving LivesHonored for Saving Lives

“Next to creating a life, 
 the finest thing a man can do is save one.”
                                                                                        - Abraham Lincoln

Seventeen Company Citation honorees are joined by Parker County ESD1 lead-
ers for a moment together at the annual ESD1 awards banquet.  

Chief Stephen Watson, Assistant Chief David Pruitt, Seth Wells, Tyler Ramsey, 
Tommy Bond, Hunter Sereika, Dustin Rowe, Jordan Sereika, Keith Obert, Will 
Meyers, Logan Bushong, Richard Noe, Dusty Hallman, Chris Willmer, Justin 
Hanley, Caleb Wainscott, Steven Ward, Deputy Chief Jason Ingram, Roland 

Noe, Adam Gouge, and Dr. Justin Northeim of Parker County Hospital District.

http://www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com
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