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Sledding mnto snow day fun

COURTESY OF KATY PARKINSON | CHRISTOPHER AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

LEFT: Peyton, Wells and Preston Parkinson are all smiles before sledding on their snow day. | RIGHT: Eli and Andrew Stene hit the slopes during
the first snow of the year. For more photos submitted online turn to page 3.

WILLOW PARK

Annexation highlights council meeting

City seeks to become
Film Friendly

By Rick Mauch
The Community News

At its Tuesday, Jan. 14 meet-
ing, the first of the new year, the
Willow Park City Council held
several public hearings in con-
nection with annexation. This
included one particular proposed
annexation approved at the Nov.
12 meeting to enter into an agree-
ment with Dean-Beall Ranch,
Ltd.

The land, voluntarily offered
for annexation and owned by
Dean-Beall, consists of just over
317 acres located on the south-
west corner of Interstate 20 and
Highway 1187, running all the
way to Bankhead Highway.

Following limited participa-
tion from the public (one person
in each hearing, the same person),

council announced the next and
final step to make the agreement
official will come as soon as the
Feb. 11 meeting. Per state law,
it cannot be made official for at
least 20 days following the public
hearing and the next meeting on
Jan. 28 will not be soon enough.

The addition of the property
will include 35.3 acres of sin-
gle family residential space, 91.7
acres of multi-family residential,
135.2 acres of commercial and
55.5 acres of light industrial.

Potential businesses for the
area include sit-down restau-
rants, fast food restaurants, big
box retail, grocers, convenience
stores, office and work space. The
residential portion will include
some green space with a neigh-
borhood park and some small
water areas.

Turn to COUNCIL, page 7
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With City Manager Bryan Grimes looking on, Willow Park Mayor Doyle
Moss (right) presents retiring Assistant City Manager Bill Funderburk
with a proclamation. Funderburk’s final day is the end of January.

WEATHERFORD ISD

Annual report card shines with good grades

By Christopher Amos
The Community News

The Weatherford ISD Board
of Trustees had more to celebrate
than the annual Board Member
Appreciation
Day Jan. 13.

The board
received
thanks and
recognitions,
but  cheer-
fully bestowed
glowing
gratitude to
educators and
department
heads who reported academic
improvements and impressive
progress of education programs
at the meeting.

Weatherford High School
principal Dr. Bill Tommaney

Tiel Jenkins

recognized Teacher of the Year,
Tiel Jenkins, and introduced high
school department heads who
detail advancements in academ-
ics from their students, Terry
Ferguson, social studies and AP
history; Alan Roemer, mathemat-
ics and AP calculus; and Staci
Tharp, reading/writing and AP
language. Each spoke of advance
placement programs they over-
see and coordinate with Tarleton
University and Weatherford
College to earn college credits and
training while in high school.

“Being engaged is important
for our students,” Tommaney
explained. “We continue to build
a culture of kids who are engaged
and involved. When they are
engaged, they want to be here.
We have the best kids you have
ever seen.”

The board complimented
Tommaney on his involvement
with students in the school, with
campus activities and at sporting
events.

ROOted in Excellence

Assistant  superintendent
of academics Marie Hernandez
detailed the ROOted in Excellence
program and explained how the
district strives to involve the par-
ents in their student's goals by
explaining to them what is avail-
able and defining expectations
for honors courses. Hernandez
explained how the staffis support-
ed through advisement, meetings
and personal development.

“Our job is to make sure our
students have the tools to succeed
and to help the staff to direct the

students to achieving their goals,”
Hernandes said.

Hernandez later presented
the results of the 2023-24 Texas
Academic Performance Report,
noting graduates improved
greatly in the categories of col-
lege readiness and career/military
readiness. The TAPR indicates
a student's ability to enter the
workforce, seek a military career
or continue studies into college.

Election

It was announced four school
board seats will be included in
the May 3 Parker County elec-
tion. Places 3, 4, 5 and 6 are
currently held by Adam Feriend,
Greg Shaw, Weldon Wallace and
Kindra Lucia. Those terms will
expire by May 27.

ALEDO
Stanley
announces
re-election

bid
Mayor seeks second term
Staff Reports

The Community News
Aledo Mayor Nick Stanley declared

his intention to run for a second term

in a Jan. 15 announcement. In a show
of unity, all members of the Aledo City

Council endorsed his candidacy.
“During my tenure as mayor, we've

brought positive momentum and
vision to our fast-growing city primar-
ily because we have come together as a
community - residents and families of
all walks of life - with a common mis-
sion to make our special part of Texas
one of the most sought-after places
to raise children, enjoy retirement or
grow a business,” Stanley said in his
announcement.

“I look forward to continuing this
spirit of community-wide coopera-
tion and teamwork to maintain this
high energy and achievement,” Stanley
added. “When I first ran for mayor, I
promised to work with the city council,
city management, and the commu-
nity to focus on smart, well-planned
growth that aligns with the wishes of
Aledo families. I've kept that promise,
and I firmly believe our wonderful city
is improving daily.”

In his announcement, Stanley list-
ed the following city accomplishments
during his first term:

« Establishing a police department —
Stanley pointed to the city’s growth
and the need for public safety
enhancement as a motivating fac-
tor that made a police department
his top priority. “The Aledo Police
Department is scheduled to be up
and running this year and will be
led by an experienced and well-
regarded police chief]” Stanley said.

* Enacted policies for smart eco-
nomic growth — Stanley said one of
his highest priorities is protecting
Aledo from substandard, low-quali-
ty development. His announcement
said he “has worked with city lead-
ers to update and adopt a Unified
Development Code, resisted efforts
to construct dense development,
and established sound economic
policies that provides the council
oversight of development plans.”

* Increased communication and
transparency - Stanley’s announce-
ment said keeping residents and
businesses informed is critical,
especially in times of emergency.
“The city has prioritized com-
munications with residents by
establishing a consistent and reli-
able presence on social media,
and created ‘Aledo Alert, an opt-
in text messaging platform to
communicate with residents and
business owners. These new pro-
grams have allowed the Mayor and
City Council to provide more infor-
mation regularly to Aledo.”

Turn to STANLEY, page 3
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Snow day around the community
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Local celebrity to perform at FWSSR event

Gloria Gilbert-Barron a
highlight at Pink Day

By Rick Mauch
The Community News

Parker County celebrity Gloria
Gilbert-Barron will perform her ventrilo-
quist act at the Pink Day Cancer Survivor
Luncheon at the Cactus Room in the
Amon Carter Building at the Will Rogers
Memorial Center on Tuesday, Jan. 28. The
event, catered by Reata and part of this
year’s Fort Worth Stock Show & Rodeo, is
free to the public and begins at 11:30 a.m.

Gilbert-Barron is a former Miss Texas
(1982). She has appeared on stage open-
ing for the likes of Willie Nelson, Garth
Brooks, Blake Shelton, LeAnn Rimes,
Neal McCoy, and Randy Travis.

She has also performed with such all-
time notables as the late country music
legend Charlie Pride and even one of
Hollywood’s historical figures, the late
Bob Hope.

She can also be heard on Weatherford
College’s Coyote Radio Station morning
show from 6-9 a.m. weekdays, alongside
Dave Cowley and Brent Baker, on 88.5
and 102.5 FM.

Last year Gilbert-Barron, who works at
First Bank Texas, also received the Athena
International Leadership Award from the
Parker County Chamber of Commerce.

The event, for men and women, will
feature a free lunch, free gifts, free infor-
mation on battling cancer, and even free
tickets to the Jan. 28 Pink Night Rodeo
(while supplies last). For more infor-
mation, or to register, visit Careity.org,
email Careityteam @ Careity.org or call
817-882-4100.

Gloria Gilbert-Barron is set to perform a free show at 11:30 a.m. on
Tuesday, Jan. 28, at Will Rogers Memorial Center.

_—

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

STANLEY

from page one

* Diversified the tax base — “By initi-
ating proactive measures, the city
has recruited and attracted mul-
tiple new restaurants and small
businesses, which have created
new jobs in our community and
added significantly to our com-
mercial tax base,” the release said.

ty,” Stanley said.

e Secured funding for the waste-
water treatment plant - Stanley’s
announcement said the city
secured more than $27 million in
state and federal funds to expand
the city’s wastewater treatment
plant. “Our wastewater treat-
ment plant is critical to the City's
long-term success as we continue
to welcome new residents and
businesses each year,” he said.

* Rebuilt Bailey Ranch Road -
Bailey Ranch Road, which serves
the Parks of Aledo, Parker County
ESD 1 Fire Station 34, and the
Aledo High School campus, had

Stanley said.

fallen into disrepair. “By rebuild-
ing a large portion of Bailey
Ranch Road, we have improved
travel conditions and public safe-

e Improved city parks - “The
City of Aledo has made a sig-
nificant investment in our parks,
replacing outdated and non-
code-compliant equipment and
investing in shade structures to
better serve our community,’

Started Construction on a new
City hall - the construction of a
new city hall, to include the library
and police station, is underway
and is estimated to be completed
this year or early 2026.
+ Established Aledo
Library - The City of Aledo took
over the financially struggling
East Parker County Library last
year to ensure continued public
library access. Now called the
Aledo Public Library, it will get
a new home in city hall and
provide reading and STEM

Public

opportunities for our children
and residents.

Executed city audits and
improved City Bond Rating -
Stanley’s release said that, under
his leadership, “the City of Aledo
has conducted three audits to
ensure it spends its limited tax
revenue wisely. These audits
have led to a higher bond rating,
from AA to AA+, which allows
for lower interest rates on our
municipal bonds.”

Stanley was elected in May
2022, replacing Kit Marshall, who
did not seek re-election.

I love this great city of ours
and hope to continue working
with so many of you who volunteer
your time, talent, and services to
preserve our way of life,” Stanley
said. “This starts with smart and
intentional economic development,
well-planned growth, open com-
munication and transparency, low
taxes, and quality basic services
like roads, parks, police and fire
services.”

2024 YEAR IN REVIEW

CHRISTOPHER AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Young and old enjoy laughter and foam during a party at Camp Fire Day
Camp held at Walsh Elementary School. The camp is one of several sum-
mer camps in the area providing fun and educational activities during

the break from school.

JULY 5, 2024

Following up on a decision by
Willow Park’s City Council two
nights earlier, Hudson Oaks City
Council moved forward with a new
wastewater facility usage agree-
ment for Willow Park to treat
Hudson Oaks’ wastewater.

The Weatherford Chamber of
Commerce announced plans to
create the world’s largest batch
of peach cobbler for the Peach
Festival in downtown Weatherford
on Saturday, July 13.

The Murphey Western Institute, a
research center with archive and
an amphitheater concert arena, is
planned to be an addition to the
Doss Heritage and Culture Center
in a project driven by Michael
Martin Murphey.

The Hope Chest resale shop cel-
ebrated ten years at the Parker
County Center of Hope.

Aledo native and TCU graduate
and track phenom Gracie Morris
competed in the U.S. Olympic
Trials at Hayward Field in Eugene,
Oregon, Thursday evening, June 27
in the 1,500-meter run.

The Weatherford Wild competed
in their second meet of the 2024
Texas Amateur Athletic Federation
summer season in Flower Mound,
bringing home 24 gold medals, 15
silver, and eight bronze.

Samuel Walker takes a breath
during a freestyle stroke as the
Weatherford Wild swim team host-
ed its second meet of the summer.

Shirley Sylvis and Joyce Bishop
won gold medals in intermedi-

ate pickleball competition at the
Fort Worth Chas Haws Recreation
Center June 14. The athletes play
at various Parker County loca-
tions and consider the gym at The
Church at the Crossing in Aledo to
be their home court.

JULY 12, 2024

Kai Elliott, a 2024 Aledo High
School graduate, died in an auto-
mobile accident on the evening of
July 4.

Weatherford celebrated the
grand opening of new roads after
months of construction downtown.

For the second consecutive time,
the Willow Park Police Department
(WPPD) was awarded Accredited
Law Enforcement Agency from the
Texas Police Chiefs Association
Law Enforcement Program.

Parker County Sheriff’'s Deputies
Joseph Evans, Randy Lawson and
Corporal Luis Montanez were
recently awarded with the Life-
Saving Award during a Parker
County Commissioners Court ses-
sion. They received the honor after
saving the life of a suspect follow-
ing a shootout.

Turn to page 6
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Christian Smith and her daugh-
ter, first-time visitors from Fort
Worth, prepare for a good time on
the merry-co-round at the Parker
County Peach Festival, July 13.
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Capital Highlights

Agencies, universities seek $24.6 billion in new funding

Gary Borders

gborders@texaspress.com

The Texas Senate’s chief bud-
get writer said state agencies and
higher education institutions have
requested nearly $25 billion in
funding as the legislative session
gets underway. State Sen. Joan
Huffman, R-Houston, told The
Dallas Morning News that the
requests for new money reflect the
growing functions and purposes of
state agencies that serve the public.

“As the state continues to grow
and inflation remains an issue,
one can expect that agencies may
request additional funding to
maintain operations,” Huffman
said in an email. The requests
are predominantly for pay raises
and new hires as state agencies
deal with high turnover and pay
that is not competitive with the
private sector.

“I'm not surprised, overall, to
see agencies continue to ask for
more money to provide pay raises
to stay competitive,” said Rahul
Sreenivasan, director of govern-
ment performance and fiscal policy
at Texas 2036, an Austin think tank.

Some examples:

e The Texas Department of
Public Safety is asking for an
additional $1.58 billion to
create more than 2,000 new
positions, mainly for driver’s
license offices.

e The Texas Department of
Family and Protective Services
wants to hire more than 600
new employees as it battles
one of the highest turnover
rates among state agencies.

o Texas Health and Human
Services hopes to hire 1,772
new employees to check resi-
dents’ eligibility for social
services, such as food benefits.
The Legislature begins the

session with more than $20 bil-

lion in unspent tax money.

Inflation gap widens for

per-student spending
Advocates for public schools
areurging the state to significantly

increase funding to public edu-
cation this session, as inflation
continues to whittle away at the
per-student funding level last
increased in 2019. The Austin
American-Statesman  report-
ed that new inflation-adjusted
figures indicate the base level
per-student — now set at $6,160
- should be increased by $1,400.
Inflation has eaten into the
buying power of schools, espe-
cially after public education
funding was not increased during
the 2023 session. Bob Popinski of
Raise Your Hand Texas said the
public-school shortfall annually
is approaching $10 billion.
Public education funding
became collateral damage dur-
ing the last session because of
the battle over school vouchers,
which are once again under con-
sideration. Gov. Greg Abbott has
again indicated vouchers are a
top priority during this session.

Water supply
infrastructure also
high on agenda

The Statesman reported that
more than 8 million Texans live
in areas affected by drought, and
the infrastructure that supports
the state’s water supply is likely to
see its funding shored up during
this legislative session.

“We will leave this session
with a significant sum to jump-
start water supply development
and have a constitutional vote in
November for perpetual funding
going forward,” said state Sen.
Charles Perry, R-Lubbock.

Perry said that Abbott, Lt.
Gov. Dan Patrick and numer-
ous legislators have committed
to supporting a new funding plan
for water supplies. Water short-
ages have affected citrus growers
in the Rio Grande Valley, and
several fast-growing cities, such
as Dripping Springs, Conroe and
Magnolia, have had to put the
brakes on further development.

The state is “about 25 years
behind” on developing water sup-
ply, according to Perry.

Blacklock named Chief
Justice of Supreme

Court of Texas
Following the retirement of
Chief Justice Nathan Hecht, the

state’s longest-serving justice
with more than 35 years on the
bench, Abbott appointed Jimmy
Blacklock to take his place. He
also appointed James P. Sullivan
to take Blacklock’s Place 2 seat on
the state’s highest civil court.

Blacklock has served on
the Texas Supreme Court since
January 2018. He previously
served as Abbott’s general coun-
sel. Sullivan has served as the
governor’s general counsel since
November 2021.

“The Supreme Court of
Texas plays a crucial role to
shape the future of our great
state, and Jimmy Blacklock and
James Sullivan will be unwav-
ering guardians of the Texas
Constitution serving on our
state’s highest judicial court,”
Abbott said.

Grid keeps humming
during first wintry blast

The state’s power grid with-
stood its first wintry blast last
week with no major outages as
snow blanketed much of West
and North Texas, and heavy rains
hit Central and South Texas. The
Texas Tribune reported that ener-
gy supply comfortably exceeded
demand during the latest cold
snap.

Limited outages unrelated to
grid capacity were reported, par-
ticularly in far Northeast Texas.
Temperatures have since returned
this to normal for this time of
year across most of the state.

Most of the snow fell in the
Dallas-Fort Worth metroplex and
surrounding counties.

Expanded rabies
vaccination program

underway

The Texas Department of State
Health Services has kicked off its
annual Oral Rabies Vaccination
Program and has expanded dis-
tribution areas to far West Texas.
Parts of El Paso County and other
counties bordering New Mexico
are now part of the aerial drops
after a new Arizona fox rabies
virus variant was confirmed in
Sierra County, New Mexico.

“Texas has eliminated two
canid rabies variants by the
utilization of the Oral Rabies
Vaccination Program,” said Kathy

Parker of DSHS. “By moving the
program to now include far West
Texas, DSHS is striving to protect
the people and animals in that
area.”

More than 1 million baits are
being distributed across 24 Texas
border counties and far West
Texas. The annual project costs
about $2.3 million and is in its
31st year.

No human cases of rabies
attributable to the rabies variants
targeted by the air drops have
been identified since the program
began.

State sets employment
records in 2024

Texas again broke all records
for employment in 2024 as the
state again led the nation in jobs
added over the past 12 months.

“The No. 1 economy in
America is built by Texans,” said
Abbott. “Texas leads the nation
in annual job creation and more
Texans are working than ever
before as we break record after
record for total employment.”

The state’s workforce reached
a new high of 15,536,100, while
the seasonally adjusted unem-
ployment rate rose a tenth of a
point to 4.2%.

“After another month of job
growth, the Texas labor force
participation rate has reached a
10-year high, at 64.7 percent,” said
Texas Workforce Commission
Chairman

Bryan Daniel. “This positive
trend shows the strength of the
Texas workforce, its employers,
and its job seekers.”

Correction

Due to an editing error, the
party breakdown cited in last
week’s item about the 2025 leg-
islative session was incorrect.
There will be 88 Republicans and
62 Democrats in the Texas House
when it convenes next week,
rather than 87-63 as we reported.
We apologize for the error.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-
winning Texas journalist. He
published a number of commu-
nity newspapers in Texas dur-
ing a 30-year span, includ-
ing in Longuview, Fort Stockton,
Nacogdoches, Lufkin and Cedar
Park. Email: gborders@texaspress.
com

Dr. Don Newbury

newbury@speakerdoc.com

To most Texans, the name
“Rambo” may mean little, but to
Todd Compton it evokes memories
from his childhood, when kinfolk
spoke of 17th century ancestors who
lived in what is now Philadelphia.

Peter Gunnarson Rambo (1611-
1698) was most discussed, and
Compton, now 52, remembers the
accounts he heard in his grand-
mother’s kitchen. His genealogical
interest ignited, he didnt realize
that the discussions would lead to a
divine familial appointment in the
summer of 2024.

Division Director of Geo-
Environmental Services for Colliers
Engineering and Design, he veered
off course last spring during a tour
of the company’s area offices. He
stopped at the Gloria Dei Episcopal
Church, on whose grounds Rambo
was buried.

He easily located the brick
church, built between 1698-
1703—the oldest brick structure in
Philadelphia. Previously, it was a
log cabin church for 20 years. He
wandered around the cemetery,
hoping to find a grave marker for
Peter Gunnarson Rambo.

Idle American

Rambos back when

Soon, he saw a lady working in
a flower bed.

She, along with other
Historic Gloria Dei Preservation
Corporation volunteers, do what
they can to maintain the church
and cemetery. The location reeks
of history. (Betsy Ross, the flag-
maker, had a church wedding there
in 1777.)

With limited time and
resources, they have never-give-
up attitudes, having just begun a
campaign to fund further grave
identification.

She confirmed that Peter and
other Rambos—were buried there,
him likely near the front door
which now is a side entry.

Todd and his associates—"all
in” for the pro bono project—went
to work in September. Gloria Dei
would benefit, and the initiative
could be helpful in training new
hires for the 40-year-old company
that has 3,200 employees in 78
locations, including one near the
cemetery.

Todd was on fire with inter-
est, connecting facts with legends
and hearsay. He learned that his
tenth great-grandfather was a
respected visionary and resolute
colonist. Rambo’s ship—navigating
the Atlantic Ocean in 1640--had to
return to Sweden twice for repairs,
136 years before there was a USA.

The grave is in a “prominent
place,” as had been heard, near
the original front door that now
is a side entry. Thanks to Colliers’
ground penetrating radar, an

emotional moment loomed. Todd
stuck his fingers into the soil, per-
haps two feet above the casket,
saying, “I found you, man.... It’s
important for us to know that you
are here, that you're still loved by
your descendants, and that were
proud to have come from you.”

Peter would father eight children
whod give him 37 grandchildren,
and his accomplishments in what
was called “New Sweden” are stag-
gering. During his 60 years there,
he helped William Penn found
Philadelphia. He planted apple
seeds brought from his homeland,
thus explaining today’s “Rambo”
apples, and providing seeds for
scattering by Johnny Appleseed.
Rambo ultimately owned large land
tracts that are now part of west and
south Philadelphia.

Yes, movie star Sylvester
Stallone—who played “Rambo” on
the silver screen—was named for
the colorful pioneers long before
there was a Philadelphia Museum
of Art, where Stallone later scaled
the front steps triumphantly in the
“Rocky” movies.

Too bad they didn’t have the
Rambo facts at hand 55 years ago,
when Todd’s father, Mike, played
professional baseball for the
Philadelphia Phillies.

With a “Rambo” nickname, he’d
have been a crowd favorite. In 1970,
the team counted greatly on catch-
ers Mike Ryan and Tim McCarver,
who sustained broken hands in the
same game. Enter young Compton
to catch during most of the

remaining games. Once, he literally
“ripped his britches,” quickly don-
ning another pair found in the club
house. Turns out, they were Philly
star Johnny Callison’s pants, a “fun
fact” that didn’t make the stats.

Mike was in professional
baseball for 44 years, but injuries-
-including 14 surgeries—ended his
playing career after nine seasons.
With the Phillies for 34 years, he
filled numerous off-the-field roles
before retiring in 2015. A highlight
of the Comptons’ lives has been
helping dozens of Latino players
learn English as a second language,
with many of them earning GEDs.

've known Mike and Jeanie—

both campus favorites—since their
college years. Mike was catcher for
the vaunted Lobo baseballers who
played at historic Kokernot Field,
as did the Detroit Tigers’ Norm
Cash, the only other Sul Ross grad-
uate with a career in the majors.

As Sul Ross PR director, I was
on the trip when the Lobos toppled
nationally-ranked Arizona State
University in Tempe in 1964. It was
a David and Goliath day!

Unquestionably, this Tampa,
FL, couple has “swung for the
fences” in life, with many “grand
slams.” They look forward to their
60th wedding anniversary come
September.

Dr. Newbury, longtime university pres-
ident, continues to speak and write. The
Idle American, begun in 2003, is one
of the longest-running syndicated col-
umns. Contact: 817-447-3872. Email:
newbury@speakerdoc.com.
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Look for her in Landman
and Lioness

By John English
The Community News

Parker County has become an increas-
ingly popular filming destination for
movies and television series in recent years,
and local Medicare broker Lee Ann Miller
has experienced much of it firsthand.

A mother of two from Willow Park,
Miller, 59, started dabbling in the film
industry six years ago, and from the
moment she started she was hooked.

“In November 2019 I saw a casting
call on Facebook for extras to film the
movie 12 Mighty Orphans in Fort Worth
and Weatherford,” Miller said. “I answered
the ad and signed up with a local casting
agency.

“I filmed a couple of days for the movie,
meeting Martin Sheen in the process. It
was interesting, fun and so different from
my career as a Medicare broker. I loved it. I
was fascinated with the whole process and
the details.

“Everything from going to hair and
makeup to get the correct 1930s hairstyle
and makeup, to the costume department
getting the period clothes just right. I loved
everything about it.”

Covid and Landman

Then the COVID-19 pandemic hit a few
months later and everything was placed on
hold.

“When we came out of the pandemic,
I started hearing about all the filming in
the Fort Worth area,” Miller said. “I started
checking the casting agency portal and
submitting my information and photos to
all the projects starting up. Most were for
Taylor Sheridan productions. I didn't get
chosen for anything for a while.”

Then the casting for Landman ramped
up and Miller started getting booked for
roles, appearing in several episodes.

“Since all the local filming started I have
been approached by other casting agencies
for more background roles,” Miller said. “I
filmed a movie in Fort Worth last May and
some local advertising campaigns
as well”

Working with greats

The Willow Park woman has also
appeared in Lioness, and through her work
on the two shows was able to work with the
likes of Taylor Sheridan, Jon Hamm, Demi
Moore, Billy Bob Thornton and Nicole
Kidman.

Miller said the experience of work-
ing with such talented actors has been
incredible.

“When we are preparing to shoot a
scene and the director is working closely
with the main actors I watch intently,”
Miller said. “Each star is a little different,
but all are very focused when listening to
direction, lots of back and forth with their
director. I worked up close with Nicole and
Billy Bob and they were so intense and in
their zone about every nuance of the scene.
Things like the expression on their face or
the stance they are holding. They are true
professionals.”

Different challenge

Miller said her roles have provided a
nice contrast to her job as a Medicare
broker, but added she has encountered an
unexpected challenge along the way.

“I found that my naturally curly hair
is not something they want my characters
to have,” Miller said. “They have a specific
vision of each character in a scene and my
hair is usually not it. The details are really
important to their vision for the scene.
“They have to really work at taming it in
the hair department. It's a constant chal-
lenge. Eventually, I learned to wear a wig
and it worked out great.”

Acting classes

The Parker County woman said she
took acting classes all through school for
fun but never pursued anything outside of
that.

However, before she became a Medicare
broker, she was in sales at a healthy food
company startup and that included some
work in front and behind the camera.

“We did quite a bit of filming for market-
ing on the website, YouTube and television
commercials,” Miller said. “I learned how to
write scripts, set up scenes, work
the equipment and act in front of

the camera. I liked the acting part
the best.”
And acting appeals to her for
many reasons.
“It's fun and very interest-
ing,” Miller said. “I just soak it
all up. The productions I have

had the privilege to work on are top-notch,
with experts running the show. I feel lucky
to see such accomplished professionals in
action. It is fascinating to watch them in
their element. You never know what each
scene is going to be like so you have to be
flexible.

“Each experience is different and you've
gotta roll with it. You could be filming out-
doors in the bitter cold and have to act like
it's a hot day. Or it can be scorching hot, but
you have to act like it's a cool day outside.
You can't whine or complain, just gotta be
professional”

Meeting a legend

One of her more memorable moments
came while filming 12 Mighty Orphans
when the cast members were waiting to
take their places on set after a lunch break.

“I was waiting patiently on the side for
directions when I turned around and saw
Martin Sheen coming right towards me,”
Miller said. “He had the biggest smile on
his face and came right up to me and shook
my hand then told me his name. He was so
friendly and enthusiastic. As background
actors, we are professionals and do not
go up to the main actors to engage them
when we are between scenes. “They are
working and in the zone and we should be
as well. But many times the main actors
will engage when we are between scenes.
Most have been friendly and funny. Martin
Sheen was by far the most friendly.”

Fulfilling

Miller said she is always willing to play
whatever part is necessary for the scene but
is usually a patron of some kind, and said
she feels like acting has made her life more
complete and fulfilling in certain ways.

“Acting gives me a fun creative hobby
that is a nice change from insurance,” Miller
said. “Medicare is very black and white with
no gray area — it's very regulated. “Acting
is more fun, creative and flexible. With act-
ing in these productions something could
change on a whim and go in a different
direction than originally planned. It's fun
that way. Last May I filmed a movie (not
yet released) in downtown Fort Worth, and
I also filmed a commercial for a large local
hospital system.”

Originally from Beaumont, Miller
moved to North Texas after graduation in
1990. She moved to Fort Worth in 1995 and
then to Willow Park in 2001.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF LEE ANN MILLER
Medicare broker Lee Ann Miller of Willow Park is
enjoying her second career of acting, which includes
working with Taylor Sheridan in shows such as
Landman and Lioness.

She loves “helping people navigate through the
confusion,” as a Medicare broker and said her goals
for this year are two-fold.

“Growing my Medicare business as more people
are turning 65 than ever,” Miller said. “I hope to
continue to do acting work as things come up in this
area. Hopefully once a month. It's such a nice hobby

and a nice break from Medicare.”
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Charity Organization helping veterans, page 3
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When Bobby and Peggy Crutsinger
donated a RV to a homeless
Vietnam veteran in April, it made
185 total donations since the
Weatherford couple started
Operation Texas Strong in 2021.

The Mach | Track Club qualified six
of its members for the upcoming
Amateur Athletic Union and USA
Track and Field Junior Olympics.

Ainsley Henze and Harper Price of
Aledo placed second in a pair of
tournaments on the North Texas
PGA Junior Tour.

The Weatherford Wild Swim Team
hosted its second meet of the sum-
mer recently at the Cherry Park
Pool as they began final prepara-
tions for regional competition.

Dave Campbell's Texas Football had
the Bearcats picked as the top
team in the state in their preseason
rankings.

JULY 19, 2024

The annual Parker County Peach
Festival had another successful run.

The Weatherford College Board of
Trustees announced the resignation of
longtime board member Mac Smith at
their meeting on Thursday, July 11.

The Aledo City Council officially
signed off on becoming the new
owner of the East Parker County
Library at its meeting on June 27.

Warld-record 5790 pound peach cobbler, page 2
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COURTESY OF BRADEN STOKES
Aledo’s Braden Stokes won the
championship of the Fort Worth
Junior Golf Association Junior Boys
tournament this past week, the sec-
ond Aledo Bearcat to do so in three
years.

The above-named library hosted
numerous summer activities for
children and families.

Weatherford hosted its annual
Spark in the Park.

The Lynch family gathered with
about 30 friends and family to dedi-
cate a bench outside one of the ball
fields in honor of JT and Paula Wylie
and the effort they put into helping
establish the sports organization.

Courtney Hammett is entering
her first season as head coach of
Weatherford Lady Roos volleyball.

Brenlee Gonzales was named to the
second team and Taylor McKean
was an honorable mention on the
Texas Sports Writers Association
All-State softball team.

Third-baseman Ryan Jones and
shortstop Boyd Thompson were
named first-team Class 5A All-State
by the Texas High School Baseball
Coaches Association.

The Weatherford Wild swim team
placed fourth out of 14 teams at the
Texas Amateur Athletic Federation
Region 4 Swim Meet at the
Southlake Natatorium on July 13-14.

JULY 26, 2024

The City of Aledo reminded cus-
tomers that more than 50% of
landscape water may be wasted due

2024 YEAR IN REVIEW

to overwatering, inefficient water-
ing practices, and broken or poorly
maintained irrigation systems.

The Town of Annetta created a
home for Monarch Butterflies.

The Willow Park City Council,

at its meeting on Tuesday, July
23,announced TextMyGov, a new
service designed to improve com-
munication between those who live
in the city and those who work for
and lead the city.

The Trinity Track at King’s Gate
Park now has 9-1-1 signage. Should
someone encounter difficulty, they
can be located by emergency offi-
cials more quickly.

A Willow Park man whose security
firm was hired to protect school
children was arrested and charged
with sexual assault of a child and
prohibited sexual contact.

The Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board has given the
green light for a fifth bachelor’s
degree at Weatherford College.
Pending accreditation and board
approval, the Bachelor of Applied
Arts and Sciences in Computer
Science will begin in the Fall 2025
semester.

The family of Roy Ray offered some
remembrances of this remarkable
man on the first anniversary of his
passing.

Four players from Weatherford
College were taken on the second
day of the Major League Baseball
Draft, Tuesday, July 16.

Several golfers from Aledo captured
the top spot in their respective divi-
sion in the Fort Worth Junior Golf
Association Girls Championship.

AUGUST 2, 2024

Two tales of Aledo take a look at the
good things being accomplished by
local youth.

Mobile theater takes art form
throughout county.

Basketball player Lucy Ibeh missed
the Olympic cut but made the pros.

Sarah J. Morris, DDS, MAGD, of
Aledo was nominated by the

Fort Worth Academy of General
Dentistry for the Texas Academy of
General Dentistry’s Texas Dentist of
the Year™ Award.

Aledo native Samuel Wilhelm
has received a National Science

CHRISTOPHER AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Tryouts were held for the Aledo
Ladycats as preseason practices got
under way.

Foundation Graduate Research
Fellowship.

Weatherford’s Jake Mitchell won the
national bull riding title.

Former Aledo Bearcat Gehrig
Mosiello joined the staff of the
University of Texas baseball team as
director of player development.

Four golfers from Aledo each won
their age groups for boys and girls
in recent tournaments at Squaw
Creek on the Northern Texas PGA
Junior Golf Medalist and Prep Tours.

Aledo’s Braden Stokes won the
Fort Worth Junior Golf Boys
Championship.

AUGUST 9, 2024

The University of Texas at Arlington
(UTA) announced a proposed plan
to purchase 51 acres of property in
west Fort Worth within the Walsh
Ranch development for the purpose
of building a new campus dubbed
“UTA West.”

Logan Kasper and Jackson Hamner
represented Aledo at the presti-
gious Texas Boys State program

in which students study and par-
ticipate in the operation of local,
county and state governments.

In front of a standing room-only
audience, the Weatherford School
Board recognized the district’s
Future Farmers of America program
and their accomplishments at the
96th Annual FFA State Convention.

Josh Fink successfully defended
his national champion in the Boys
13-14 3,000-meter race/walk at
the Amateur Athletic Union Junior
Olympics. Brother Jack Fink won
the 3,000-meter run in the Boys

==\
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BRIAN LOPEZ

Positioned at the intersection of I-30 and 1-20 in Walsh Ranch, the new
UTA West campus is expected to begin welcoming students as early as fall
2028. UTA West will be developed as part of a multiyear plan to serve more

than 10,000 students.

17-18 age group.

Ryan Jones was named Class 5A
honorable mention all-state by the
Texas Sports Writers Association.

The Aledo varsity tennis team
started their season with a 17-2 win
against Arlington Martin on Aug. 1.

AUGUST 16, 2024

Willow Park city staff met with the
design team of Dorothy Witmeyer
and Glenda Arroyo to review first
and second concept plan renderings
for Kings Gate Park.

Community residents turned out in
force for the annual ‘Meet the Band’
night at Aledo High School on Aug.
9. The event is always followed by
the popular Band Olympics.

The capital murder conviction of a
former John Peter Smith Hospital
administrator who shot two Arlington
women in a Willow Park bank parking
lot in 2017 was affirmed in an appeals
court decision.

Jerry and Vickie Durant welcomed
visitors at the grand opening of
Durant Hall at Weatherford College
on Aug. 7.

Christian Men’s Fellowship of Parker
County and Senator Phil King hon-
ored Rev. Curtis Jefferson with the
Earl King Award on Monday, Aug. 5.

Weatherford College earned a Debt
Obligations Transparency Star by
the Texas Comptroller’s Office, mak-
ing it one of only two community
colleges in the state to receive this
distinction.

The Aledo Ladycats volleyball team
started the season with a sweep over
the Argyle Liberty Christian Lady
Warriors, the defending state cham-
pions of TAPPS Class 5A, by a final
score of 25-22, 25-19 and 25-20.

Led by young Christian Ziegler,
several golfers from the Aledo and
Weatherford area continued their
summer of success on the North
Texas PGA Junior Golf circuit.

Lauren St. Peters took her place
alongside other state track and field
champions in Aledo with her name
and accomplishment inscribed on
what is commonly known as the Girls
Bench of Track and Field Champions
at Tim Buchanan Stadium.

Aledo, Weatherford, and Trinity
Christian Academy volleyball teams
geared up for a new season.

Turn to page 7
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Community residents turned out in force for the annual “Meet the Band”
night at Aledo High School on Aug. 9. The event is always followed by the

popular Band Olympics.
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AUGUST 23. 2024

The August meeting of the
Weatherford City Council was a
time of remembrance for former
council member James Milburn
Hamilton, who passed away on June
25 in Lubbock.

Tennis Racquet Cats win three in a week, A7
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Mayor Doyle Moss cut the ribbon at
King's Gate Park to signify the city’s
acquisition of the park.

The Annetta Town Council approved
financing for security camera at
Stuard and Annetta Elementary
Schools.

The Murphey Heritage Wing in the
Jim Wright Library at Weatherford
College was featured.

With the start of the regular season
a week away, the Aledo Bearcats
were well into preparation to begin
defense of their 2023 state cham-
pionship.

The Aledo varsity tennis team con-
cluded its fall pre-district schedule
with a 7-3 record and a three-match
winning streak.

The Aledo Ladycats cross country
team won the championship of
the prestigious Waxahachie Wood
house Invitational at Maypearl on
Saturday, Aug. 17.

Following their impressive home-
opening win over Legacy Christian
to start the season, the Aledo

2024 YEAR IN REVIEW

Ladycats volleyball team traveled
south to Katy and placed third

in the Katy ISD-Cy Fair Volleyball
Tournament.

The Aug. 8 dedication ceremony of
McKinney Elementary School was
a time for memories, laughter, and
anxious new students to see their
future school.

Elisha Woodson was named the
Education Service Center (ESC)
Region 11 Secondary Teacher of the
Year. This came on the heels of her
being named the Aledo ISD Teacher
of the Year.

The annual Bearcat Nation 101
event had a new location but the
same enthusiastic group of organi-
zations that provided much needed
information to new and veteran
residents in the Aledo ISD.

Craig Smith took the helm as the
new Head of School at Trinity
Christian Academy.

AUGUST 30, 2024

For the sixth-straight year, the
Aledo ISD Board of Trustees adopt-
ed a lower tax rate, lowering the

CHRISTOPHER AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

The Aledo Dance Team entertains at Meet the

Bearcats on Aug. 23.

KRISTIN MORALES/MEMORABLE MOMENTS

These young people were decked out to show their sup-

port for the Bearcats at the season-opening game.

RYAN WADE/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Outside hitter, Alyssa Todd soars
through the air for a spike dur-

ing the second set of the Ladycat
varsity volleyball match against
Midlothian on Tuesday, Aug. 27.
Todd racked up 17 kills and 19 digs
as Aledo fell to the visiting squad,
three sets to two.

rate by $0.0023 for 2024-2025 and
bringing the total six-year reduction
to nearly $0.39 cents.

The Willow Park City Council dis-
cussed a slightly higher tax rate,
with the bulk of the increase going
to police officer salaries.

The City of Aledo took a hard look
at city parks and discovered that
much of the equipment in some
parks did not meet safety require-
ments.

Sports McClellan makes Falcons’ Roster, Page 9
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Randy Keck, owner and publisher of
The Community News, announced
the launch of a new website dedi-
cated to covering news and events
in Weatherford, Texas.

Led by the first-place individual
finish of Boren Merrill, the Trinity
Christian Eagles won the Boys
1A-4A division at the Burleson
Centennial Spartan Invitational
cross country meet.

Former Aledo running back Jase
McClellan was named to the Atlanta
Falcons’ 53-man roster.

After finishing in the top eight of
the Northwest Tournament and
taking the first two sets against
Midlothian, the ‘cats fell to
Midlothian.

To be continued.

COUNCIL

from page one

“It’s exciting for the city to have
some development, especially the
type of developments coming in,”
Mayor Doyle Moss said. “We've
been working on this for a while.
I'm grateful to the council and staff
for making it happen.

“I'm excited for the county. We're
all in this together.”

At the November meeting, City
Manager Bryan Grimes called the
development “the front door to
Willow Park.”

Residents moving into the hous-
ing in the new development could
greatly increase Willow Park's pop-
ulation from its current state of
around 9,000 to perhaps more than
double in the next few years, esti-
mates show.

At build out, the value of the
property would be around $500
million, city officials stated. Build
out will take place in three phases,
with dates to be determined.

Once the development agree-
ment is in place, the City of Willow
Park has up to two years to get water
and sewer in place. When that pro-
cess is complete, it is anticipated
that businesses and residences will
begin to pop up in the next year to a
year and a half.

Also at the November meeting,
to help with the purchase and reno-
vating of the land, etc., the council
approved issuing certificates of obli-
gation not to exceed $5,135,000.
This is long-term borrowing that
cities can use to fund major capital
projects without voter approval.

At that time, council also
approved a sales tax agreement with

Parker County Emergency Services
District 1 that they noted could
more than quadruple the current
annual sales tax collection of around
$2 million in a decade or less.

PID

One of the public hearings
Tuesday focused on the creation
of a public improvement district
(PID) in the area, which council
approved. Property assessments
from a PID are used to cover the
cost of improvements in areas
where a PID exists.

Essentially, a PID is a stand
alone debt secured by the property
and can only be used for property
improvements.

Council is also looking at creat-
ing a tax increment reinvestment
zone (TIRZ) for the area. The TIRZ
abatement buys down the prop-
erty taxes as an incentive to the
developer.

However, that discussion was
tabled until a future meeting, per-
haps as soon as Jan. 28.

Film Friendly

Taylor Sheridan, creator of such
popular TV series as Yellowstone
and Landman, lives in Parker
County and featured the area prom-
inently in his productions. With
that and more in mind, Willow Park
Communications Director Rose
Hoffman felt the need for her city
to take steps to become a Certified
Film Friendly City with the Texas
Film Commission (TFC).

Tuesday, council approved
putting filming and permitting
guidelines compiled by Hoffman in
place so she can move forward with
the application. Hoffman said she

will send photos and information to
the TFC to support the application.

“I started thinking, what if we
are approached by any of these
companies, do we have guidelines
in place?” she said.

Hoffman said such a designation
could financially benefit the city.
Folks working with productions will
eat in local restaurants, buy grocer-
ies locally, get gas in area stations
and stay in hotels in the city.

Hoffman noted Willow Park has
much to offer for filmmakers, for
example, “If they want to film with
a statue of a fish, we have a statue
of a fish,” referring to the sculpture
named Iron Did Swim. It’s stain-
less steel alligator gar that stands
24 feet tall overlooking the Trinity
River and Willow Park North.

Funderburk honored

The council honored Assistant
City Manager Bill Funderburk, who
is retiring at the end of January.
This brings to an end a 44-year
career in public service spanning
eight cities and countless offices.

Funderburk began his public
service career as the director of
parks and recreation in Commerce.
He has since served with Greenville,
Hamilton, Bonham, Springtown,
Aledo, and Willow Park, serving as
city manager or administrator in
most of those cities.

Funderburk has been with
Willow Park for three years.

The proclamation included:

“Whereas, Bill's hard work,
talent and leadership were essen-
tial in shaping the futures of each
community he touched, and his
involvement in each city stretched
beyond government service; and

Bill’s dedication, steady leadership
manner, sense of humor, likeability,
and most importantly - his integ-
rity — are his trademarks and are
fondly remembered by citizens, offi-
cials and employees in every city he
has served”

The proclamation also humor-
ously addressed his “blind devotion”
to the Texas Rangers baseball team,
noting that after they won the
World Series in 2023 it set the stage
for him to finally retire.

It closed with the mayor read-
ing “Now, therefore, I, Mayor Doyle
Moss, on behalf of the city council,
citizens and employees of the City
of Willow Park, do hereby issue this
proclamation to Bill Funderburk in
recognition of his many achieve-
ments, and we extend our gratitude
and appreciation to Bill for his years
of exemplary service as assistant
city manager. We congratulate him
for a job well done and wish him
continued success and happiness as
he retires.”

Funderburk also received proc-
lamations and thanks from other
dignitaries, including State Senators
Phil King and Drew Springer, as
well as U.S. Representative Roger
Williams.

More annexation

Following two more public
hearings, council approved the
annexation of approximately 11
additional acres, including just
over 7,300 feet of East Bankhead
Highway (a variable width right-
of-way). This is a continuation of
property previously annexed by the
city and will extend that area all the
way to the intersection of 1187 and
East Bankhead.

This will not change plans by
the county to make improvements
in that section of the road. This will
likely be made official at the first
February meeting.

May election

Council ordered the May 3 gen-
eral election. This year offices up for
election are mayor (Doyle Moss),
along with council Places 1 (Eric
Contreras) and 2 (Chawn Gilliland).

Candidate packets are available
on the city’s website.

PC election services

The city has a contract with
Parker County for its elections. This
contract must be approved and sub-
mitted by April 8.

The cost will be provided at a
later date as Parker County will
need to assess how many associ-
ate election judges will be needed,
along with voting clerks. Council
approved use of the public safety
building for early voting.

Appointments

Council approved several board
placements for the coming Tuesday:

Board of adjustment - Place 1,
Michael Chandler; Place 3, Cindi
Neverdousky; Place 5, Scott Smith;
alternate, Mike Barron.

Parks board - Place 1, Lea Young,
Ex-Officio; Place 3, Barry Noggle;
Place 5, JD DeLaFuente; alter-
nates, Jerry Vierling and Shayla
DeLaFuente.

Planning and zoning - Place 1,
Rodney Wilkins; Place 3, Zachary
(Zac) Walker; Place 5, Jared Fowler;
alternate, Ever Gomez.
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BASKETBALL

Aledo hoops teams collect more district wins

Bearcats and
Ladycats earn
sweeps

By Geoff Heppes
The Community News

Both the Aledo Bearcats and
Ladycats basketball teams con-
tinued their winning ways during
the first half of District 5-5A
play over the ice and snow-filled
return from the holidays.

On Tuesday, Jan. 7, the Aledo
boys picked up a 54-53 nail-
biter win at Granbury, while the
Ladycats edged the Lady Pirates
46-41.

The teams’ next games were
scheduled to take place Friday
night, Jan. 10, but due to inclem-
ent weather, the contests were
moved to Saturday. Nonetheless,
the Aledo teams cruised to easy
wins over Azle at home - a 64-35
triumph for the girls and an 81-59
victory for the boys.

Bearcats

Senior guard Joaquin Pacheco
willed his team to the win at
Granbury with a team-high 25
points, but none more important
than his free throw with a few
seconds remaining. He scored
nearly half of his points coming
in the fourth quarter. Townes Van

Huysen and Enrique Pacheco also
registered seven points apiece.
The Bearcats (20-4, 4-0 in
district) found themselves down
30-26 at the half and cut the deficit
to 45-43 as the final period began.
Against Azle, Pacheco led the
charge with 24 points. As a team,
Aledo was explosive offensively
with 20-plus point outputs in the
first (21) and third (26) quarters.

Ladycats

Junior guard Elizabeth Griffin
led the Ladycats (16-10, 5-1 in dis-
trict) with 13 points in the team’s
win at Granbury while sophomore
Brooklyn Dempsey added eight.
Tiara Butler scored seven in the win
while seniors Ella Isbell and Kinley
Elms tallied six points apiece.

The Ladycats slowly built a
10-point lead heading into the
final quarter against the Lady
Pirates and then held off a 17-12
late charge by Granbury.

Against Azle, the Ladycats
were in charge from the outset,
leading 20-10 after the first quar-
ter. A 22-5 run in the third quarter
made the lead insurmountable at
56-26 entering the final quarter.

Butler led the charge with
13 points while Griffin added
12. Kate Jackson was also a big
contributor with 10 points while
Jaylee Owens had eight.

Turn to HOOPS, page 9

RYAN WADE/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Joaquin Pacheco and Kaiden Clayborn celebrate following the
Bearcats’ district win over Brewer on Tuesday, Jan. 14.

FOOTBALL

Finley, Guillory honored by Dave Campbell’s

By Rick Mauch

The Community News

Aledo juniors Kaydon Finley,
a wide receiver, and running
back Raycine Guillory have been
selected by Dave Campbell’s Texas
Football magazine among the
publication’s Texas Top 100, the
best in the class of 2026. The duo
were instrumental in the Bearcats
finishing 12-2 and advancing
to the Class 5A Division I state
quarterfinals and both posted
career-best seasons in 2024

Guillory was named the
District 5-5A Most Valuable
Player as the Bearcats won the
league title with an 8-0 record,
running their national-record
district winning streak to 127
games dating to 2007.

Guillory carried the ball 175
times for 1,322 yards and scored
25 rushing touchdowns. He aver-
aged 7.6 yards per carry and his
long run was 76 yards.

Guillory had a career night in
a 49-42 overtime victory against
Richland at Tim Buchanan
Stadium. He

yards of offense and scored 48
touchdowns. He moved to Aledo
following his freshman season
at Mansfield

rushed 34
times for 244
yards and five
touchdowns,
along with
catching two
passes for 35
yards, includ-
ing a 30-yard
touchdown.

Along
with his rush-
ing success, Guillory also caught
13 passes for 180 yards and a pair
of touchdowns.

Ironically, Guillory will not
actually be a part of the class
of 2026 as he has decided to
graduate early. He signed a letter-
of-intent with the University of
Utah in December.

In two seasons with Aledo,
Guillory accumulated over 2,900

Lake Ridge.

At Lake
Ridge,
Guillory led
the team in
total yardage
and touch-
downs. He
rushed for
769 yards
and nine TD,
along  with
catching passes for 154 yards and
three scores.

He immediately made an
impression at Aledo as a soph-
omore, rushing for 1,236 yards
and 17 touchdowns, while collect-
ing 175 receiving yards and four
TD. All this while missing several
games - including the final two
and a half playoff games with a
knee injury.

Finley, a wide receiver, caught
81 passes for 1,429 yards and 21
touchdowns. He was targeted 115
times and had just four drops.

Finley’s longest catch of the
season was a 92-yard touchdown.
He averaged almost 18 yards per
catch.

Finley, whose father is for-
mer Green Bay Packers tight end
Jermichael Finley, also earned
first-team All-District 5-5A acco-
lades. In his three seasons on
the Bearcats varsity, Finley has
caught 146 passes for 2,448 yards
and 33 touchdowns.

In Finley’s three varsity sea-
sons the Bearcats are 42-4 with
two state championships (2022,
2023). They also won 30 con-
secutive games in those two title
campaigns, the second longest
win streak in program history,
surpassed only by 31 straight dur-
ing the 2016 and 2017 seasons.

SPORTS BRIEFS

BASEBALL
Poker Night Fundraiser

The Aledo Bearcats annual Poker
Night Fundraiser is Jan. 18 at the
Morningstar Amenity Center. The
event supports the Aledo High
baseball and features dinner, drinks,
dancing, silent auction, raffle and
more.

Link to pay and reserve a spot:

https://aledo-baseball-booster-spon-
sor.cheddarup.com/.

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Weatherford JV 33, North
Crowley 28

Player of the Game: Kiya Payne.

GIRLS SOCCER
Lady Roos No. 2 in state

The Weatherford Lady Roos are
ranked No. 2 in the state in Class 6A
in this week’s Texas Girls Coaches
Association soccer poll. At press
time they were off to a 4-0 start and
had outscored their opponents 20-0.

The Lady Roos play at Aledo (3-1)
Friday, Jan. 17 at 6 p.m.

Weatherford JV A 3, Granbury
JVAO

Goals and shutout by Emily Odom,
Jayden Wright, Camren Freas-Lewis,
Mariana Diaz, Quinn Kahlden, Alana
Naal.

Weatherford JV B 4, Granbury
JVBO

Goals: Temperance Medlicott, Piper
Mercier, Brisa Escobedo, and Morgan
Banfield.

POWERLIFTING
Lady Roos win home meet

The Weatherford Lady Roos opened
the season by winning first place out
of seven teams at home on Jan. 7.

Individual winners were Lauren
Schweiss, Selah Galindo, Bailey
McDougall, Reagan Hunt and Jaclynn
Gomez. Runners-up were Zoe Todd,
Maddie Seago, Kylie Baruch and
Kiara Carson.

RODEO

THSRA leaders

Several Weatherford competitors
are among the leaders in their
respective divisions in Region 3
of the Texas High School Rodeo
Association, including in the all-
around standings.

Brody Clemens is fourth among the
Senior Boys All-Around standings.
Among the Senior Girls All-Around,
Madison McCulloch is ninth.

In individual events:

Team roping: 9. Clemons, 10. Walker
Parkey.

Reining cutting horses: 3. McCulloch.
Girls cutting: 2. McCulloch.
Calf roping: 1. Clemons.

Bull riding: 1. Jesus Villa.
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SOCCER PREVIEWS

Aledo teams look to take next step

Bearcats, Ladycats
aim to build

off success in 2024

By Geoff Heppes
The Community News

In 2024, Aledo High School saw
solid success from its soccer pro-
grams on both the boys and girls
sides.

The Bearcats finished with
an overall record of 14-4-6 with
a 5-3-4 (fourth place) mark in
District 5-5A play. Meanwhile, the
Ladycats’ 2024 campaign resulted
in an overall record of 11-9-3 and
a second-place finish in district
(6-4-2).

Coincidentally, both the boys
and girls recorded a bi-district play-
off win followed by an area round
exit.

Bearcats

As the teams are just underway
for the 2025 season, sharpening
skills and cultivating the talents of
returning players is paramount for
the boys.

“Austin Randriamahefa is a
four-year letterman who scored 23
goals and 24 assists last year in 24
games - he is the engine that makes
our team run,” Bearcats head coach
Derek Vierling said. “He is expect-
ing to commit to a college in the
next few weeks. His 2024 season
is one of the best we have had at
Aledo. He can score with either
foot, has great balance and drib-
bling ability and incredible vision
with pinpoint passing.”

Vierling also mentioned other
key contributors returning, like
Cole Crawford, a senior who scored
17 goals a year ago and also was

the football team’s placekicker. Also,
junior Brody Gill returns to the
team after he scored 19 goals and
had 17 assists a season ago.

Vierling described Gill as
extremely athletic and one who
can dribble through a maze. Also,
junior Trapper Davis, who scored
13 goals last year, brings a calm
demeanor and hardware as last
year’s utility player of the year in the
district. Along with a strong group
of defenders, Pierce Ling will guard
the goal and surrendered an 0.82
average per game.

Vierling and his squad have big
aspirations to win the district and
make a run at a state championship
behind a combination of experi-
ence, offensive skill and defensive
grit.

“Defensively we have 4-6 guys
that played significantly last year

so we should be solid defensively.
Plus, we have three really good goal-
keepers,” Vierling said. “We have
had (the motto) ‘Be Champions’ for
some time. It encompasses every-
thing - be a champion on and off
the field”

Ladycats

The expectations will not drop
in the slightest on the girls’ side as
this year’s Ladycat squad is hungry
for the same level of success. Led by
head coach Bryan Johnson, Aledo
will return several quality players
from last year’s area-round finalist
squad.

Sophomore forward Ally Weimer
returns after scoring 28 goals last
year as a freshman while seniors
Emery Thompson and Reagan

Tomlin come back to anchor the
defense and serve as team captains.

Johnson praised his seniors’
leadership skills as four-year
starters and players who “lead by
example on and off the field” He
believes their work ethic and expe-
rience will only benefit the rest of
his younger roster.

“The strength of this team will
be our youth,” Johnson said. “We
are a young team that will grow as
we play this season - the future is
bright here in Aledo.”

While the future looks bright,
the present year presents a quality
team that could do some damage.
With that, Johnson said the team’s
main goal for this year is to go
undefeated in district play and hoist
the league championship trophy -
of course, while making a strong
playoff run.

" |
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Brooklyn Dempsey is fouled during the second half of the Ladycat loss to

Brewer on Tuesday, Jan. 14.

HOOPS

from page 8
Subvarsity

Furthermore, each subvarsity
team on the boys and girls side were
victorious in their games as well for
two more program sweeps apiece on
the season.

The Bearcats junior varsity
defeated Granbury 56-39 and Azle
57-37, while the freshmen downed
Granbury 47-18 and Azle 59-34. No
individual scores were available.

The Ladycats JV defeated
Granbury 50-43 as Sarah Edwards
scored 12, Sawyer Voight scored 11
and Harper Fink added 10. They
defeated Azle 57-15 behind 11 points
from Voight, 10 from Edwards and

The Ladycats freshmen edged
Granbury 28-25 Sonsoles Rosado
scored 10 and Emma Ralph had
eight. They defeated Azle 57-9 as
Rosado tallied 15 and Sydney Fleury

scored eight.

Split with Brewer

On Tuesday, Jan. 14, the Bearcats
defeated visiting Brewer 64-56 to
take sole possession of first place
in District 5-5A. Meanwhile, the
Ladycats dropped a 50-46 contest
to the Lady Bears and are tied for

second in the league.

A story containing both of these
games can be read on community-

news.com.

The Ladycats and Bearcats will
travel to Saginaw Chisholm Trail on

WEATHERFORD

By Christopher Amos
The Community News

Board meeting.

« Ethan Byrd, second
all-district.
e Xavier Craven, second

all-district.

team.

+ Kaden Fleming, first
all-district.

e Jaime Gray, second

all-district.

honorable mention.

able mention.

all-district.

all-district.

all-district.

Seniors Landrie Polk and Brendan
Ballard received Athlete of the Month
honors at the January WISD School

Polk was the high scorer in the
Lady Roos’ matchup against North
Crowley. Combined with teammate
Madison Baruch, the duo counted for
38 percent of the team's points. Polk
also runs track and cross country.

Ballard, the Roos 6-7 point for-
ward, is regularly among the team's
highest scorers and rebounders.

All-District 3-6A football honorees
were also presented at the January
school board meeting, with 12 athletes
receiving all-district or academic all-
state recognition. They included:

» Asa Dowling, second team all-dis-
trict and academic all-state elite

* Rhett Gray, second team all-district.
» Keegan Jackson, second team all-
district and academic all-state

*  Micah Moore, first team all-district
and academic all-district honor-

e Jaidon Parker, honorable mention

e Ti Shearman, honorable mention

Weatherford athletes honored for achievements

WVERTRFORRS

3

team

team

team

team

+ Liam Riley, honorable mention

CHRISTOPHER AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

WISD superintendent Dr. Beau Rees joins school board members in
honoring varsity football players who earned postseason honors.

CHRISTOPHER AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Seniors Landrie Polk and Brendan Ballard received Athlete of the

Month honors. Polk plays basketball and is often a leading scorer

and rebounder for the Lady Roos, and runs cross country and track.

eight each from Kennedy Cardenas Tuesday, Jan. 21. The girls tip off at e Murrell Wilson, second team Ballard is often a leading scorer for the Roos and has received dis-
and Kate Lowe. 6:15 p.m. and the boys will follow. all-district. trict recognition for his performances.
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Jan. 19-25, 2025

CHARITY

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup
and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car
Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today!

CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide
coverage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract,
no hidden fees and activation is free. All plans feature
unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For
more information, call 1-855-493-3803.

ENERGY

Backup power — peace of mind. Get a standard
warranty of 7 years, $849 value. Call 888-925-0261,
Briggs & Stratton Energy Solutions.

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a
generator. It’s a power move.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath
or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time,
waiving ALL installation costs! (Additional terms
apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. (Offer
ends 3/30/25.) Call 1-855-965-0841.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus procedures.
Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount plan.
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

OIL & GAS RIGHTS

We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

WATER DAMAGE

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:
A small amount of water can lead to major damage
in your home. Our trusted professionals do complete
repairs to protect your family and your home’s value!
Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027. Have zip code of service
location ready when you call!

WANTED

Need Extra Cash — I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes
—Travel Trailers, Sth Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition — Old/New, Dirty
or Clean! I PAY CASH. No Title — No Problem, we
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR
Enterprises, 956-466-7001!

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network

200 Participating Texas Newspapers * Regional Ads
Start At $250 « Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We

urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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SERVICES

BEAUTIFUL DOORS
REFINISHED BY TENNYSON
Beautiful Doors Refinished

by tennyson/ Front Doors,
Garage Doors, Also,: Shutters,
Wood Trim , Weather
Stripping, Hardware, Door
Adjustments & More! Call

or Text 817-305-3087.

Thank You!

weatherford-news.com

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF WILLOW PARK, TEXAS TO CONSIDER THE ADVISABILITY

OF THE CREATION OF TAX INCREMENT REINVESTMENT ZONE
NUMBER TWO, CITY OF WILLOW PARK, TEXAS FOR TAX
INCREMENT FINANCING PURPOSES PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 311,
TEXAS TAX CODE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the City Council of the City of
Willow Park, Texas (the “City”), pursuant to Chapter 311.003 Texas
Tax Code, as amended, (the “Act”), will hold a public hearing

at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 28, 2025, in the City Council
Chambers, City Hall, 120 EI Chico Trail, Suite A, Willow Park,
Texas 76087 for the purpose of considering the creation of the Tax
Increment Reinvestment Zone Number Two, City of Willow Park,
Texas, located within the extraterritorial limits of the City.

All persons are invited to attend the hearing and speak for or against
the creation of Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone Number Two, City
of Willow Park, Texas, the proposed boundaries, or the concept of tax
increment financing. Written or oral statements will be considered.

The proposed boundaries include approximately 317 acres located
in the extraterritorial jurisdiction of the City, located south of IH
20, west of FM 1187, and north of E Bankhead Highway. A more
detailed legal description and boundary map of the proposed Tax
Increment Reinvestment Zone Number Two, City of Willow Park,
Texas, are on file and open for public inspection in the office of
the City Secretary. Questions or requests for additional informa-
tion may be directed to Bryan Grimes, City of Willow Park City
Administrator.

e
BACKUP-POWER: ==&

PEACE OF MIND

)

Get a Standard
Warranty of

Call 1-888-925-0261
OIL, GAS, &

WE B u MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)

Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422
LOBO MINERALS, LLC

PO Box 1800 « Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

WESLEY

FINANCIAL GROUP

You CAN Cancel Your Timeshare

We have helped over 30,000 American families
save over $450,000,000 in timeshare debt and
maintenance fees. We can help you too.

Call 1.855.501.6864

not lawyers and/or a law firm and does not engage inthe practice of |
representation. Actual results depend on each client's distinct case and

Get your free information kit
and see if you qualify:

. provide legal advice or legal
pecific outcome is guaranteed.

Get your copy of
THE CoMMUNITY NEWS

at any one of these locations:

| Atepo ___J|  WILLOW PARK

Bearcat Valero
421 N FM 1187

Brookshire’s
5118 E I-20 Service Road S

East Parker County Li- East Parker County
brary Chamber of Commerce
201N FM1I87 100 Chuckwagon Trail
CVvS . Exxon — Tiger Mart
150 Bailey Ranch Road

102 EI-20
Shell - Aledo
401 SFM 1187 WEATHERFORD

Weatherford Chamber
401 Fort Worth Hwy.

The Community News
1015 Champions Drive

community-news.com
1015 Champions Dr. « Aledo « 817-441-7661

Inogen

INOGEN®
PORTABLE OXYGEN
CONCENTRATORS

Call us toll-free at

1-866-747-9983

130-day riskfree trial- Return within 30 days of purchase
forafull refund of purchase price.

PM230469 EN_EX_USA [ Rx Only. © 2024 Inogen, Inc
859 War

Business Cards

DRAKE
ELECTRICAL
SERVICES L.L.C.

817-441-8633

* « NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS - °

RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR « LICENSED & INSURED
TECL #19987

KIMBERLY MEYER,
ABR, CRS, GRI
- REALTOR®

CngVKvEEA_L Cell (817) 929-0347

REALTY kimberly.meyer@cbdfw.com

5924 Convair Drive #420
Fort Worth, TX 76109
www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer

@Operﬂted by a subsidary D]
=l of NRT,LLC

Global Luxury Specialist

HEARING
CARE CENTER

4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702

Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre

Phone: 817.263.1971

7

CHAPPELL

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com

«® 2°°
"

LANCE NORMAN ROOFING

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

Insurance Claims Handled

* COMPOSITION SHINGLES
* WOOD SHINGLES

* NEW ROOFS * REROOFS
* REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 - mobile (817) 996-2726

Office: 817-565-4658
Talk and text 817-771-9661

ROSS GUTTERS

In Business Since 1995
5 & 6 Inch Seamless Gutters « Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial « New & Repair
FREE SPLASH BLOCKS FOR A LIMITED TIME

i

Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

(817) 249-2028

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t I

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

Ken Hartman, Proprietor

We have lots of room
for your stuff!

1187 MINI STO RAGE

1515 E. FM 1187 - Aledo, Texas - 817-504-7662
Call for availability - Boat & RV parking - $50..
10x10 $65 » 10x20 $95 » 10x30 $140

REFINISHED
Front Doors * Garage Doors
Shutters » Wood Trim
Wood Replacement
Weatherstripping

Mike & Aaron Tennyson
817-305-3087
Call or Text

Vanity Tops Tubs
Whirlpool Tubs Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE

2927 Greenlee Park Trail
Weatherford, Texas 76088

Natural Granite ¢ Solid Surface ¢ Silestone
817-341-8970

TRACTOR MOW

CALEB W. COX
817-980-2709

THE
CommuniTy NEWS

PO. Box 1031, Aledo, TX « 817-441-7661
) www.community-news.com

or info about advertising on the
" Business Card Page, call 817-441-7661.

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS®

Financial Advisor

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100

Aledo, TX 76008

Bus. 817-441-4108 « Fax 800-656-0301
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING
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THE AWARD-WINNING PRINT & ONLINE FAMILY FEATURE

Get puzzle answers, recipes and more at @ Kid Scoop Together:

www.kidscoop.com
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A Store You Know!

Some stores sell all or mostly

goods. For example, a grocery
To be money smart, you need to understand stors;fls rrlllostly agkoodbs H{Ifl (iit has
2 a bakery that makes ay
gOOdS and services. cakes, then it offers goods and
| Collecting nectar for honey,we | | Pollinationisa a service in one product!
: Iso spread pollen. That helps service we bees Oth 11 1
Everything B k a ' ther stores sell mostly
humans buy hgise;] Jaa:; ﬂc:\wers and thg crops thlat provide! services, such as a car wash
are either of honey are umarinee LI . or a barber shop.
GOODS or oods that b i :
Y- 9 bees should charge describe a store you go to:
z W \ people fctl)rthgse gaoods‘ |
e Name of a store
--_}:H,‘ql"
e I go to:
u L] L
Goods = Objects Services = Actions | GoodsIcanbuyat
: . . that store:
Goods are things that are made or grown. A service is work that one person
Basically, things you can touch. does for someone else.
How many goods can you find in this Draw a line from each
room? Color them. person to the service
he or she provides.
{ | PUTS OUT
FIRES
TAKES
PEOPLE
MAKES PLACES FD
COOKIES,
O CAKES AND
PIES
— HELPS KEEP
[ JEsg PEOPLE .
S5 HEALTHY Services I can buy at
Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Use context clues to understand the meaning of words. that Store:
N(“O“km Is this dictionary goods or a service? m
Who could use it? Goods and Services Search
Why would they want to use it? Look through the newspaper for five or more
examples of goods and five or more examples
of services. Write them in the spaces below.
GOODS SERVICES
Is this waiter goods or a service?
Who could use it?
Why would they want to use it?
Design a newspaper
Is this taxi goods or a service? advertisement for the
Who could use it? store you described
O g O Why would they want to use it? A above. Be sure to
include some of the
Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Use grade-appropriate words correctly. Standards Link: Research: Use the newspaperto locate nformation gOOdS or SErvices
- \ they offer. Look at
. ’
Kid Seoop Puzzier g} % [Doublieq unie Word Search JERETUSR
, , newspaper for ideas.
Add up the value of these coins. Then circle SERVICES Find the words by looking up,
all the items you could purchase with this down, backwards, forwards,
amount. FLOWERS sideways and diagonally. ° Kid SCOOB °
PROVIDES
psETRIXATN|[[RLIIHENN
OBJECTS RSNOTITCAME °
This week’s word:
ACTIONS OHERONS S OC
GOODS NECESSARY
roucH VSCCOEDNBE The adjective necessary <
means something that is
COINS I''EwWUITOETLIJS needed, essential or required.
DROPOVMOE S
FIRES It was necessary to have
BEES EITRGYTRCCA a ticket to get into the
WORK SFKSEEBETR titefion.
PIES DSREWOLTFS Y Try to use the word
ROOM necessary in a sentence
TAXI Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recongized identical tOday when talklng with
Standards Link: Math: Addition using money. words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns. your friends and famﬂy

FROM THE 2525 LESSON LIBRARY

(=g

Wants and eeds

Things that are necessary to our survival are
needs. Wants make our lives easier or more
pleasant but are not critical to daily living.
Look through advertisements and see if you
can find more wants or more needs.

Standards Link: Research: Use the newspaper to locate information.

Write On! -&=))
Real Math

Look for numbers
in the newspaper.
Use these numbers to
make a math problem.
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WRESTLING
Aledo faces one
of state's best

By Rick Mauch

The Community News

The Aledo boys and girls wrestling's
teams traveled to face one of the top pro-
grams in Texas when they made a trip
to Azle for a dual match on Wednesday,
Jan. 8.

And while the Hornets and Lady
Hornets each won in their respec-
tive matches against the Bearcats
and Ladycats, Aledo did have some
highlights.

Among the boys, Dylan Chandler
and Brice Bohn each won their matches.
Chandler was competing in the 120-
pound weight class and Bohn at 120.

For the girls, Aledo's Ari Mathias
captured the lone win for the Ladycats.
She competed in the 145 class.

Azle won the overall boys competi-
tion 68-9 and the girls match 58-6.

“Tough matchup with a solid Azle
team. We wrestled well and I don’t think
the score represents how we looked,”
Aledo coach Ben Shaw said. “We did a lot
of good things but made small mistakes
that cost us. We will look to keep work-
ing and refining our skills as we head
into the end of the season.

“We have duals against Springtown
and Argyle this week that I am looking
forward to. Then our final tournament at
Chisholm Trail High School this week-
end,” Shaw continued. Looking ahead to
senior night on Jan. 22, where we will
match up against a good Brewer team.”

The dual matches are in Springtown,
which is also among the top programs
around. The Senior Night match is the
final home match of the season for Aledo
and begins at 6 p.m..

The District 4-5A Tournament is in
Fort Worth on Feb. 1.

The Class 5A Region I Tournament
is Feb. 8 in Lubbock, with state Feb. 15
at the Berry Center in Houston. These
tournaments are for those who qualify.

GYMNASTICS

Impact starts competitive season

Staff Reports
The Community News

Impact Athletic Training
Center in Aledo got their com-
petitive gymnastics season
underway with three teams
winning awards at the Kalahari
Luau Invite Gymnastics Meet in
Round Rock recently.

The Levels 4, 6 and 7 teams
all placed first in the meet.
Impact alwso had multiple indi-
vidual and team championships

for each level, including Aledo’s
Level 4 competitors Bennett
Braxton and  Kimberley
Levesque, who each won the
all-around and bars event in
their division. Also, from Aledo,
teammate Summer Phelps won
the vault and floor and was sec-
ond in the all-around behind
Braxton.

In Level 6 competition
Shaelyn LeCompte dominated
her division by winning bars,

beam and the all-around. From
Aledo, Wellsley Morgan won the
beam, followed by teammate
Layla Simpson in second place.

Tessa Harvey of Aledo placed
first on the vault in Level 7.
Teammate Scarlett Berlin, also
from Aledo, took first in the
floor competition.

Impact’s next competition
will be in Irving on Saturday,
Jan. 18.

Members of the Impact Athletic Training Center gymnastics team had a successful start to the season

in Round Rock.

BASKETBALL

TCA earns

19th win
of season

Eagles continue to
roll as team returns
to full strength

By Geoff Heppes
The Community News

The Willow Park Trinity
Christian Eagles continued their
winning ways Tuesday night, Jan. 7,
athome against Shelton School. The
Eagles, who recently got both start-
ing senior guards Reed Robbins
and Sam Carson back from injury,
cruised to a 63-43 win, the team’s
19th of the season.

The Eagles (19-2) are ranked
eighth in the state among Texas
Association of Private and Parochial
Schools Class 4A by the Texas
Association of Basketball Coaches.

Robbins and Carson, who were
starting for the first time since Dec.
17, had a plus-minus of plus 16 and
plus 14, respectively, on the court.
Carson poured in a team-high 18
points while Robbins had five.

Carson did most of his damage
early to help give TCA early sep-
aration while Jonathan Overholt
anchored a stingy defensive effort
that helped the Eagles gain more
offensive possessions as well. He
was also a key contributor on
offense with 11 points. John Crane
also chipped in with nine points.

TCA (19-2) began TAPPS
District 1-4A play at home against
Fort Worth Temple Christian at
press time. They host Midland
Classical Academy Friday, Jan. 17,
at 8 p.m. and Midland Trinity the
next afternoon at 2.

CASAS LAWNCARE

EullflfawnfMaintenance
InstallfMulch?And Gravel

EREEESTINMATES
rubenpcasas@gmailicom

682.240.7853
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) E FUNERAL® CHAPEL ¢

913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

Ot newest additional loeation

Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel
4941 1-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087
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Don’t forget your four-legged
family member when you travel!
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Boarding

* Grooming

Heated &
Cooled

Indoor &
Outdoor Runs

e 24-Hour
Attendant

MORITZ

Chevrolet ¢ Chrysler - Jeep « KIA

Moritz Chevrolet - Chrysler - Jeep
Loop 820 & Hwy 580 (Camp Bowie West) - 817-696-2000
Moritz Kia - 8501 1-30 - 817-560-6000

Newly-Upgraded boarding facilities

Ring Leaders Kennel
Aledo 817-441-8071
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