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LAW ENFORCEMENT

PCSO expanding criminal
investigation division

By Danie Huffman
Parker County Sheriff's Office

Parker County Sheriff Russ
Authier has
announced the
expansion of the
Sheriff’s Criminal
Investigation
Division (CID)
with the creation
of a financial
crimes investi-
gator position. R '
Former dep- Christian Townsend
uty  Christian
Townsend has
been promoted to this new position.

Authier said the continual rise
in financial crimes necessitated the

need to add an investigator’s position
whose primary focus is centered in
the field.

“Financial crimes and related
scams are among some of the fast-
est growing crimes in Texas,” Authier
said.

The Federal Trade Commission
reported receiving 2.8 million fraud
reports nationwide from consumers
in 2021, equaling more than $5.8
billion in losses. That number has
surged by over 70 percent within the
last four years.

In 2023 alone, the amount nearly
doubled at $10 billion in financial
crime loss reported across the United
States.

Turn to PCSO, page A5

Hudson Oaks - Willow Park, Texas

Serving Aledo - the Annettas -
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The Parker County Committee on Aging sponsored a successful “Jingle all the Way” fun run/walk on Dec.
14 at Holland Lake Park. Turn to page A3 for more photos.

WEATHERFORD PD

Arnold stepping down as chief

Taking job
in Oklahoma

Courtesy Weatherford Police

Department
After serving at the helm of the

Weatherford Police Department
since 2017, Lance Arnold is step-
ping down as its chief, effective
Dec. 20. He is leaving to become
the police chief in Broken Arrow,
Oklahoma.

Arnold has a distinguished
28-year career in law enforcement.

Arnold was appointed chief
of police in Weatherford follow-
ing 20 years with the Norman,
Oklahoma Police Department.
He advanced to director of public
safety in 2020 and assistant city
manager in 2022.

Duringhistimein Weatherford,
the department experienced sig-
nificant growth, expanding from
58 officers to 69 officers, with
a total of 95 employees. Under
his leadership, the department
achieved significant reductions
in crime while fostering extensive
community partnerships.

One of his key contributions
was serving as the project manag-
er for the design and construction
of the state-of-the-art public
safety building, which was com-
pleted in October of 2022. The
department was also re-accred-
ited for the third time under the
Texas Law Enforcement Best
Practices Accreditation Program
and received recognition from
the International Association of
Chiefs of Police for its comprehen-
sive member wellness program.

“I'will forever be grateful for the
opportunity to serve this remark-
able community, and it has been
an honor to work alongside our
talented and dedicated members,”
Arnold said. “This community will
always hold a special place in my
heart, and I will deeply cherish the
relationships formed.”

Arnold was also deeply
involved in community leadership,
serving on several boards and
committees. These included the
Medical City Weatherford Board
of Trustees, the Tarrant Area Food
Bank West Advisory Committee,

the NCTCOG Criminal Justice
Policy Development Committee,
the NCT 911 Strategic Advisory
Committee, and the Texas Police
Chiefs Association Recruitment
and Retention Committee.

“We are deeply grateful for
Chief Arnold’s outstanding ser-
vice and unwavering dedication
to our community over the past
seven years,” City Manager James
Hotopp. “Under his leader-
ship, our police department has
achieved significant milestones,
and his commitment to fostering
trust and safety within our city
will have a lasting impact. While
we are sad to see him go, we wish
him the very best in his future
endeavors.”

Assistant Chief Jason Hayes,
a Weatherford native, will serve
as interim chief while the search
for a permanent replacement is
underway. Hayes has 24 years
of experience in law enforce-
ment, all with Weatherford Police
Department.

“Chief Hayes has consis-
tently demonstrated exemplary

PHOTO COURTESY CITY OF WEATHERFORD

After serving the city since 2017,
Lance Arnold is stepping down
as Weatherford’s police chief

to accept the same position in
Broken Arrow, Oklahoma.

service and leadership within our
department, and I have every con-
fidence in his ability to guide us
through this interim period with
professionalism, integrity, and
commitment,” Hotopp said.

TOYS FOR TOTS

Staff Reports
The Community News

The small town of Annetta
has once again demonstrated its
big heart. The annual Toys for
Tots drive, which concluded on
Dec. 13, was called a resounding
success by city officials, thanks to
the overwhelming generosity of
its residents.

The drive, organized by
Councilman Rico Remigio, saw
a significant outpouring of sup-
port. By the end of the campaign,
the community had filled two
boxes and donated two bicycles.
The two boxes were so full, it
could’ve actually filled a third box
almost half way.

Annetta Mayor Sandy Roberts
expressed her gratitude for the
town’s generosity, stating, “So
thankful for Rico Remigio and
family for coordinating the Toys
for Tots event every year for the
Town of Annetta. I am always
impressed with the giving spirit
of our citizens every year. I hope
that everyone has a happy and
safe holiday.”

The donated toys will be
distributed to children in need
within the local community
through partnerships with social
service agencies benefiting chil-
dren in Parker, Hood, Somervell
and Erath counties.

Annetta event a success

PHOTO COURTESY TOWN OF ANNETTA

Once again the annual Toys for Tots drive in Annetta was a success.

WEATHERFORD ISD

Board
recognizes
Baker, Lady
Roos VB

By Jim Zimmerman
The Community News

At the recent meeting of
the Weatherford School Board,
Superintendent Beau Rees recog-
nized Elizabeth Baker, music teacher
at Martin Elementary. Baker recently
received the Athena Award from the
Weatherford Chamber of Commerce.

The Athena Leadership Award is
given to a woman who demonstrates
professional excellence, commu-
nity service, and empowerment of
women.

The award is named after the
strong, enlightened goddess Athena.
The Athena Awards Program is

Turn to BOARD, page A3

CORRECTION:

In the Willow Park City
Council story published
in last week’s (Dec. 13)
edition, it was stated
that a petition seek-
ing the creation of

the Beall-Dean Ranch
Public Improvement
District within the
jurisdiction of Willow
Park will also be on the
January docket. It is
actually a public hear-
ing on the petition that
will be held in January.
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Christmas 1in Bethlehem

Maximum capacity crowds attended this year’s presentation of Christmas in Bethlehem at Willow Park Baptist Church.
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Candlehght Tour of Homes

41st annual festive journey through the pages of history in Weatherford, Texas
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The Parker County Committee on
Aging sponsored a successful “Jingle
all the Way” fun run/walk on Dec. 14
at Holland Lake Park. The path for the
evening event went through Holland
Lake trails lit with Christmas lights.
After the walk, participants enjoyed a
live band performance featuring Red
Iron Push, s'mores, and a visit from
Santa at the Senior Center parking lot.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF PARKER COUNTY HERITAGE SOCIETY
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part of Athena International, a
non-profit organization that sup-
ports, develops, and honors women
leaders.

The Athena Award is a presti-
gious award that, since its inception
in 1982, has been presented to more
than 8,000 recipients in over 500-
plus regions representing 48 states
and 11 countries. The Ladies of the
Chamber Board select this award
and it is sponsored by the Jerry
Durant Auto Group each year.

Baker is in her 19th year of pub-
lic school music education and in
her 14th year at Martin Elementary,
where 11 years ago she founded
Martin Musicals. She is also the
chair of the Cultural Arts Committee
for Downtown Weatherford and
was recently named the Community
Theatre Instructor of the Year by the
Parker County Theatre Company.

VB recognized

Also, the district's public infor-
mation director Charlotte LaGrone
recognized the Weatherford High
School Volleyball team for earning
post-season awards and accolades.
Among their success, the entire
team earned academic all-district.

The Lady Roos finished with
a 23-19 record, including 7-5 in
District 3-6A for a tie for third
place. They advanced to the bidis-
trict playoffs.

iWork grant

The presentation cited the
district's career and technical edu-
cation (CTE) program was awarded
an iWork Grant through Workforce
Solutions of North Texas, for this
past summer.

"This grant allowed our teach-
ers to participate in externships,’
Hernandez noted, describing that
teachers were matched with profes-
sionals in their field or a field they
wanted to explore.

She added that teachers who
participated in the Summer 2024
iWork: Teacher Externship initia-
tive "Walked in the shoes" of an
industry professional.

Hernandez acknowledged that
through several days of job shadow-
ing experience, they gained valuable
information on current workplace
practices, requirements, tools,
trends, skills, and opportunities.

"This experience will enhance
teaching practices by incorporating
industry relevance to better pre-
pare students for their future," she
declared.

WERTHERFORD |

PHOTO COURTESY WEATHERFORD ISD

The Weatherford Lady Kangaroos volleyball team was recognized at the recent Weatherford School Board meeting
for their success both on the court and in the classroom.

Teachers who participated
were Uriel Quijas, Emily Brambhill,
Jessica Pugh, Russell Fletcher,
Tim Duggin, Dunia Dake, Ashley
Madonna, Sarah Johnston and
Holley Thornton.

ROOted in Excellence

Marie Hernandez, Assistant
Superintendent of Academics,

presented a comprehensive presen-
tation on the ROOted in Excellence
Series.

This month’s focus was Tison
Middle School. It details the
overview of how the professional
learning community, curriculum
walks, and collaborative meetings
give teachers the opportunities to
look at lessons and dissect student
data to achieve academic excellence.

In other business

Lori Boswell, Assistant
Superintendent of Business and
Operations, presented a report that
showed the financial progress of
the district and if any adjustments
needed to be adjusted in the spend-
ing plan.

The board also approved a land
purchase agreement with Meritage
Homes.
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The Texas Health and Human
Services Commission is seeking a
$300 million transfusion of funds
to bolster the state’s Medicaid
application process, The Texas
Tribune reported.

The public health insurance
program provides coverage for
people or families with limit-
ed income, as well as pregnant
women and people with disabili-
ties. Wait time for applicants in
Texas has been as long as 71
days, with nearly 132,000 pend-
ing applications last month.

The proposed funding would
allow hiring more than 1,000
additional workers and upgrad-
ing a decades-old computer
system to speed up the Medicaid
application process in Texas.

The agency’s request notes the
COVID-19 pandemic put con-
siderable stress on the eligibility
system.

If lawmakers approve the
$300 million request, the state
could receive an additional $100
million in funding, largely from
the federal government.

Four Texas cities

in top 10 for

population growth
A study by financial tech-

nology company SmartAsset

indicates a number of Texas cities
continue to see major population
growth, according to the Austin

American-Statesman.

Four Texas cities were in the
top 10 in the United States for
population growth by percentage:
e New Braunfels was second in

the country with a 12.49%

population increase from

2022 to 2023 and 29.68% in

the past five years.

* Georgetown’s population
increased 11.34% from 2022
to 2023 and 29.85% in that
same five-year period.

Capital Highlights
Agency seeks $300 million to bolster Medicaid

» Atascocita, in Harris County
northeast of Houston,
increased its population by
11.03% from 2022 to 2023
and grew by 38.56% from
2018 to 2023.

e Conroe’s population rose
6.73% from 2022 to 2023 and
23.49% in that same five-year
period.

SmartAsset used recent popu-
lation estimates from the U.S.
Census Bureau to rank more than
600 U.S. cities.

At least 17 National
Guard troops have died
patrolling border

The mobilization of National
Guard troops along the south-
ern border with Mexico over
the past three years has taken
its toll, with at least 17 dying
from various causes, the Texas
Standard reported.

The deaths include at least
seven suicides, two accidental
shootings and two traffic fatalities,
as well as an accidental drowning
while attempting to save migrants
crossing the Rio Grande.

The death toll was disclosed
during a hearing of the Texas
House Committee on Defense
and Veterans Affairs.

“The loss of life for any
National Guard member is one
too many, and our hearts are with
the families and loved ones of
these heroes,” Gov. Greg Abbott
said in a statement. His office
said last month that Operation
Lone Star has resulted in more
than 526,000 immigrant appre-
hensions and nearly 50,000
criminal arrests.

U.S. Rep. Joaquin Castro,
D-San Antonio, has opposed
Operation Lone Star since its
inception.

“There’s just a lot of concerns
about how these troops have been
treated in Operation Lone Star,
in addition to serious questions
about the effectiveness of the
whole operation,” Castro said.

Paxton files suit
against two

chemical giants

Texas Attorney General Ken
Paxton last week filed a lawsuit
against chemical behemoths 3M

and DuPont, accusing them of
misrepresenting the safety of so-
called “forever chemicals,” called
PFAS, The Tribune reported.

PFAS are a family of chemi-
cals that resist oil, stains, heat,
grease, and water. They are called
“forever chemicals” because they
don’t break down and remain in
water and soil indefinitely.

The products are sold under
brand names such as Teflon,
Stainmaster, and Scotchgard.
There is mounting evidence they
contain chemicals considered
harmful to human health.

“These companies knew for
decades that PFAS chemicals
could cause serious harm to human
health yet continued to advertise
them as safe for household use
around families and children,”
Paxton said in a news release.
“Texas is taking action to penalize
these companies and hold them
accountable for deceiving Texans
into buying consumer products
without vital information.”

A spokesperson for DuPont
called the lawsuit “without
merit... We look forward to vig-
orously defending our record of
safety, health, and environmental
stewardship.”

PUC pushing
voluntary use of

smart thermostats

The Public Utility
Commission is providing residen-
tial consumers of electricity a way
to save on their electricity bills by
installing smart thermostats that
allow retail electric providers to
reduce energy use when demand
is high, though only in areas with
retail competition.

“Ensuring grid reliability as
Texas continues to grow requires
both expanding our state’s
power supply and finding ways
to reduce demand and use elec-
tricity more efficiently,” PUCT
Commissioner Kathleen Jackson
said. “By offering residential
consumers opportunities to help
them reduce their energy use, we
help them save money, reduce
demand on the ERCOT system,
and improve grid reliability.”

Participation is voluntary.
The PUC hopes the new rule
will strengthen grid reliabil-
ity by reducing the total power

consumption of participating
customers by 20%.

November was warmer,

wetter than usual

After a hot and dry October,
the state for the most part received
much-needed rain in November,
though temperatures remained
above average for this time of
year, according to Mark Wentzel,
hydrologist with the Texas Water
Development Board.

As a result, the percentage of
the state in drought dropped 24
percentage points by the end of
November. However, half of Texas
is still in drought, mainly in Far
West Texas and a piece of Central
Texas around San Antonio.

“November was a welcome
relief from October’s statewide
record-setting heat and near-
record-setting dryness,” Wentzel
wrote. Drought conditions are
expected to remain relatively sta-
ble through the winter months,
he added.

Gesundheit! Cedar

season underway

It is cedar season in Texas,
meaning runny noses and watery
eyes especially affecting folks
living in Central Texas where
juniper trees are prominent.

“Cedar fever is irritating to
many due to the quantity and
density of Ashe junipers in
Central Texas that all produce
pollen at the same time, which
leads to a high concentration of
pollen in the air,” said Robert
Edmonson of the Texas A&M
Forest Service.

Don't feel safe or smug if you
live in East Texas. The eastern red
cedar also releases pollen around
the same time and can provoke
similar irritating reactions.

Both types of trees begin pro-
ducing pollen in mid-December,
with production reaching its peak
in mid-January, and relief setting
in by the beginning of March.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-
winning Texas journalist. He
published a number of commu-
nity newspapers in Texas dur-
ing a 30-year span, includ-
ing in Longuview, Fort Stockton,
Nacogdoches, Lufkin and Cedar
Park. Email: gborders@texaspress.
com
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Dr. Don Newbury

newbury@speakerdoc.com

I have never been a super-
stitious person---not until the
recent Friday the Thirteenth.

Truth is, I've chuckled at oth-
ers who won’t walk under ladders,
change routes when black cats
crossed their trails or wear the
same unwashed “lucky” garments
to extend sports victory strings.

Sad memories of my mid-
morning calamity remain tender.
But, tears dried, I am looking for
an old telephone book. I'm think-
ing its yellow pages might list
an organization for superstitious
people. I'll join ASAP.

The day started well. I'd
scored a 99 on the CPAP mask
that my cardiologist said might
extend my life. For the first three
weeks, scores were in the 70s
and 80s (much like my college
transcript). They said if I'd work
harder on mask placement, the
hissing sound that kept me awake
would go away, and it did.

Having taken on kitchen
duties a while back, I decided to

Idle American

Superstitions ‘bunked’

concoct a festive smoothie for my
wife and me.

Truth to tell, it would give me
a chance to use my Blendtec™
blender, an appliance purchased
at an estate auction earlier this
year for a mere $80. I outbid four
others who also recognized this
king of blenders. Sure enough, it
turned out to be “like new,” as the
auctioneer claimed. Sadly, it no
longer is.

Let me start at the beginning.
For the super special smoothie, I
tossed in more-than- called-for
ingredients, doubling the recipe
of chia and flax seeds, even if
toothpicks would be required
later. I used “globs” of premium
yogurt and pure vanilla extract.

Then, I spotted a half bowl
of Cool Whip with an expira-
tion date in the previous week.
Just as I was “globbing” a table-
spoon of whipped cream into the
blender, the phone rang. I hur-
ried to answer before Voice Mail
took over, leaving the “glob-filled”
spoon in the jar.

It was my brother, Fred, begin-
ning with seasonal greetings to
introduce a 10-minute conversa-
tion about our infirmities. (He,
too, is now in his 80s.)

I returned to the kitchen, giv-
ing no thought to gravity laws.
The spoon had sunk to the bottom
of the 90-o0z. jar that contained
four pounds of ingredients.

For the next sixteen sec-
onds--enough for two successful
bull-riders--the gates of Hades
prevailed. When I hit the “start”
button, it sounded like bulls in a
china shop. (Could those hard-
frozen bananas be challenging
my blender?)

During the first eight sec-
onds, the smoothie--gushing like
a worn-out fireplug--coated the
counter to the breakfast table
15 feet away. The pinkish lig-
uid drenched everything in its
path, including the latest edition
of Texas Monthly. I was unable
to reach the on-off button, but
eight seconds later, dislodged the
power cord with a yardstick.

One petite cup of the pre-
cious drink remained in the jar. I
strained it, fearful of ingesting a
plastic chard. Tears drained into
the cup from which I sipped rev-
erently, as if participating in Holy
Communion.

I prayed for strength, patience
and the ability to take on a mas-
sive clean-up that would extend
into the afternoon. I fear that
dried residue inside drawers and
in crevices might be discovered
indefinitely.

My defense mechanism took
over. Why couldn’t Blendtec™ use
metal jars? Why did my brother
call at 10 a.m., knowing that he
might rouse me from my slum-
ber? Why did I go well above
the “fill-to-here” line? Why did I

Former University President Don
Newbury - Successful Sleeper;
Failure in the Kitchen

stupidly leave a spoon in the jar?
Alas, not my brother, not my sis-
ter, but it’s me, oh Lord, standing
in the need of prayer.

I asked Fred to refrain from
calling next Christmas; he could
send a card instead. But, there’s
a silver lining! I found a like-new
replacement jar on eBay for just
$80, the LAST ONE, delivered
free! If it works, I'll still come out
ahead. If it doesn’t, maybe I'll go
crying to Blendtec™. I'll also ask
if they might like to buy parts
remaining from a broken jar.

Dr. Newbury, longtime university
president, continues to speak and
write. The Idle American, begun
in 2003, is one of the nation’s lon-
gest-running syndicated humor
columns. Contact: 817-447-3872.
Email: newbury@speakerdoc.com.
Website: www.speakerdoc.com.
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Holiday Mixer

First Bank Texas in Willow Park hosted and
sponsored the annual Parker County Chamber
of Commerce Christmas Mixer. Local business
people had an opportunity to network and

enjoy holiday treats in a festive atmosphere.

Christmas at the Castle - Pythian House

PHOTOS BY RYAN WADE/THE COMMUNTY NEWS

PCSO

specialized skill set and train-
ing as they are often some of

from page Al

Parker County also saw an
uptick in the number of financial
crimes reported, where in 2020,
the Parker County Sheriff’s
Office (PCSO) CID received 209
financial crimes cases. By 2023,
the number of financial crimes
cases received increased by 58
percent to 331 cases involving
wire fraud, forgery, counterfeit-
ing, identity theft, ATM fraud/
credit card and debit card abuse
cases.

Previously, PCSO finan-
cial crimes cases received were
assigned on a rotating basis to
property crimes investigators
within the Sheriff’s Criminal
Investigations Division. The
intricate nature of many finan-
cial crimes cases demands a

the most challenging cases to
solve.

“Following the unanimous
approval by the Commissioner’s
Court, we conducted assess-
ments to identify the most
suitable candidate for the finan-
cial crimes investigator role,”
Authier remarked. “Deputy
Christian Townsend achieved
the highest score and was pro-
moted into this new position.”

Townsend came to the PCSO
in January 2023. His experience
includes seven years of expe-
rience with New Mexico law
enforcement and working major
crimes investigations.

Townsend has advanced
training as a peace officer and
holds an undergraduate and
graduate degrees in fields of
study relating tolaw enforcement

and public safety. He also has
experience investigating numer-
ous types of cases ranging from
minor property crimes to homi-
cides as well as investigating
interstate federal offenses.

“The complexity of many
financial crimes requires not
only the application of special-
ized investigative techniques but
also the promptness in intercept-
ing transfers and the expertise to
electronically trace these trans-
actions,” Authier noted. “Funds
can swiftly circulate through
various channels, and with the
emerging trend of digital cur-
rency, there is an urgent need for
effective and timely resolutions.”

In just a few short months,
Townsend has frozen or recov-
ered more than $60,000 in
funds and assets stolen from
victims in fraudulent scams and
transactions since taking the

financial crimes investigator
position. In October, Townsend
made several arrests stemming
from existing case investiga-
tions and obtained additional
arrest warrants in connection
with new financial crimes cases
received.

He also seized over $17,000
from an account used to col-
lect and distribute funds stolen
during a financial scheme.
Townsend also obtained a sei-
zure warrant on an account
totaling more than $43,000,
which is believed to have been
used in a separate fraud case.

Authier expressed his grati-
tude to the Parker County
Commissioner’s Court for their
unwavering support of the sher-
iff’s office and for approving
funding for the financial crimes
investigator position.

Obituaries

Roger Yates

Roger Yates, a devoted husband, father,
grandfather, and cherished member of the
Aledo community, passed away peacefully
on December 6, 2024,
surrounded by his loving
family at home.

Roger was born on
December 15, 1934, in
Stamford, Texas, the sec-
ond of four sons to Rollie
and Grace Yates.

After graduating from
high school, Roger joined
the Army National Guard
and began his college
journey at Howard Payne
University before transferring to North Texas
University, where he earned a Bachelor of
Science in Industrial Engineering. His early
career as an industrial engineer reflected
his sharp mind and strong work ethic, but
Roger’s entrepreneurial drive soon led him
into the real estate industry, where he found
his true calling. Starting as a loan officer, he
later became a commercial loan broker and,
in 1974, established Yates Mortgage Services,
which became the cornerstone of his profes-
sional legacy.

In 1968, Roger purchased land in Aledo,
then a small town of just 235 residents. There,
he built the Aledo Mobile Home Park, help-
ing to lay the foundation for the community’s
growth and development—a contribution
that remains part of his enduring legacy.

A man of diverse talents and passions,
Roger’s competitive spirit emerged early in
life when he became a skilled boxer, partici-
pating in Golden Gloves competitions. His
lifelong love of water sports was another
defining trait. An avid boater, skier, and scuba
diver in his younger years, Roger continued
to embrace athletic pursuits throughout his
life. He was a competitive swimmer who par-
ticipated in the Senior Olympics and Masters
Swimming. Known for his playful nature, he
also enjoyed ping pong, always ready for a
lively match with family or friends.

Roger’s greatest pride and joy was his
family. His 65-year marriage to Margie Yates
was a testament to their unwavering love and
partnership. Together, they built a beauti-
ful life full of love, laughter, and cherished
memories.

Roger is survived by his devoted wife,
Margie Yates; his sons, Curtis Yates and wife
Kimberlee of Aledo, and Stan Yates and wife
Jay of Aledo; and his treasured grandchil-
dren, Parker Yates, Shelton Yates, Ryland
Yates, and Riley Yates and wife Billee Phillips
and Goddaughter Ashleigh Grissom.

Roger’s life was a testament to persever-
ance, kindness, and a deep commitment to
his family, community, and passions. His
legacy will live on in the hearts of all who
were fortunate enough to know and love
him. He will be profoundly missed and fondly
remembered.

A Celebration of Life was held on Tuesday,
December 17 at Los Vaqueros West.

The Community News
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Roger Yates

o I-20 ANIMAL HOSPITAL
817-341-3331

% ANINA

Hospry o

GENERAL PET WELLNESS
HEALTH CARE
e INTERNAL MEDICINE
e SURGERY

General and Advanced
¢ RADIOLOGY

Digital including dental
e LASER THERAPY
e Computed Tomography

(CT scan)-NEW!
3713 Fort Worth Hwy

Hudson Oaks, TX 76087

OPEN 24 HOURS
DAILY

* EMERGENCY & CRITICAL
e COMPLETE IN-HOUSE

e DENTAL CARE

* ULTRASONOGRAPHY

e ONCOLOGY
e ENDOSCOPY

Between Exits 415 and 414

www.I-20animalhospital.com

CARE

LABORATORY

General and Advanced

Ask me about
life insurance

Contact me today

o StateFarm’

Bobby J Rigues

Agent

411FM 187 N

Aledo, TX 76008-1147

Bus: 817-441-9966
bobby@bobbyrigues.com
www.bobbyrigues.com

MYSER

M/ ORTHODONTICS

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

MyserOrtho.com « 817-441-8700 -« Aledo & Willow Park

State Farm Life Insurance Company

Bloomington, IL

(Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company
(Licensedin NY and WI)
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Events

More events can be found at www.community-news.com/calendar

Christmas Tyme in Aledo
on Ice

The ice rink will be open
for 30 days, from Friday,
December 6th to Sunday,
January 5th.

This marks the start of a
tradition that the City of
Aledo plans to continue
annually in the heart of
Downtown Aledo.
Throughout the skating
season, there will be spe-
cial events, including the
Annual Christmas Tyme

in Aledo event, featur-

ing the city’s tree light-
ing ceremony, specialty
vendors, guests from the
North Pole, live music,
food trucks, and more. This
event brings families and
friends together and kicks
off the holiday season in
beautiful Downtown Aledo.
Monday - Thursday
4:00PM-9:00PM

Friday 4:00PM-10:00PM
Saturday & Sunday
12:00PM-10:00PM
Additionally, there will be
a dedicated Kid Zone, local
vendors, refreshments,
sweets, treats, and more
available on-site through-
out the season, providing
something for everyone!
Be sure to visit our website

DECEMBER20 &21

A Twisted Christmas
Carol

Theater off the Square
presents A Twisted
Christmas Carol. It is a
Texas spoof of Charles
Dickens’ classic A
Christmas Carol. It’s
Christmas Eve in a small
west Texas town, and can-
tankerous barbecue joint
owner Buford Johnson
gets in an argument with
his wife Darla, tells her
he’s skipping Christmas,
storms out of the restau-
rant, goes four-wheeling
in his pickup, gets hit by
a twister, rolls his truck,
and goes into a coma. He
comes back in his dream
where he’s visited by ex-
business partner, Hank
Walker, who plays the
ghost of Christmas past,
present, and future. Hank
takes Buford on a journey
similar to Scrooge’s in

A Christmas Carol, only
Texas-style.

Showtimes Fri, Dec 20,
2024 , 8 pm-10 pm
Additional Dates

Sat, Dec 21, 8 pm-10 pm
Sun, Dec 22, 2 pm-4 pm
Theatre Off the Square
114 North Denton St.
Weatherford, TX

817-341-8687

There will be an inter-
preted performance on
Saturday, Dec. 21, 2024.

JANUARYS

Alzheimer’s Group

The East Parker County
Alzheimer’s Group meets
from 1-3 p.m. on the second
Thursday of each month

at Aledo United Methodist
Church, 100 Pecan. Drive.
For more information, call
817-441-8329.

JANUARY 14 @

Dementia Support Group
Join the Dementia
Support Group from 4-5
p.m. at Harvest of Aledo
1043 Bailey Ranch Rd.
Even more so, we value the
efforts of the caregivers,
especially the families of
our residents.

This meeting will take
place on the second
Tuesday of every month.
For more information call
682-209-0643

EVENT SUBMISSIONS

Send event submissions to
events@community-news.
com.
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Jim Martin - reacor:

5189 E. [-20 Service Rd N
Suite 106
Willow Park, TX 76087

Office: 817.441.2255
Cell: 817.538.6846

Jim@MartinLandSales.com

TX BROKER®

RailheadRealty.com &
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913 N. EIm St., Weatherford, TX 76086
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Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel
4941 1-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry
- Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C.

n Michael Ball, D.D.S., PL.L.C.

Diplomate of American Board of Pediatric Dentistry
Fellow of American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

CHAPEL i E

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101

Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087
Ofc: 817-441-2425

Fax: 817-441-2491
www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com

CANCER WON'T WAIT
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THE CENTERTX

THE CENTER FOR CANCER AND BLOOD DISORDERS

HOPE IS HERE

EXCITING NEWS!
NEW TECHNOLOGY IN THE FIGHT AGAINST CANCER

This investment in the community brings the latest
cutting-edge techniques. Providing the best care possible for patients
in Parker County and the surrounding communities.

e Safe And Reliable

Built-in patient safety features that allow
clinicians to navigate the complexities of
cancer care with confidence

® Advanced Imaging

Advanced imaging Respiration-synchronized
MV/kV radiographs, 4D CBCT, Iterative
CBCT, Triggered Imaging and more

® Flexible Treatment Options

Provides a variety of treatment techniques
such as HyperArc and RapidArc to address a
broad range of cancer cases

Mary Ann Skiba, DO, FACOI

Hematology

Amelia Gunter, MD
General Surgeon

Ray D. Page, DO, PhD, FACOI, FASCO
Medical Oncology/Hematology

Talha Riaz, MD
Medical Oncology/Hematology

Robyn R. Young, MD

Medical Oncology/Hematology Specializing in Breast

Jessica Hals, DO, FACOI
Medical Oncology

Aaron Laine, MD, PhD

Radiation Oncologist

& 817-759-7000 B¢ npc@txcc.com @) thecentertx.com

N2

920 Santa Fe Dr ¢ Weatherford, Texas 76086

CITY OF WILLOW PARK, TEXAS

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING THE CREATION OF THE BEALL-DEAN RANCH PUBLIC
IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

Pursuant to Section 372.009(c) and (d) of the Texas Local Government Code, as amended (the “Act”), notice
is hereby given that the City Council of the City of Willow Park, Texas (“City”), will hold a public hearing to
accept public comments and discuss the petition (the “Petition”) filed by the person identified in the Petition
(the “Petitioner”), requesting that the City create a public improvement district within the extraterritorial juris-
diction of the City to be referred to as the Beall-Dean Ranch Public Improvement District (the “District”).

Date, Time, and Place of the Hearing. The public hearing will start at or after 6:00 p.m., January 14,
2025, at Willow Park City Hall, 120 EI Chico Trail, Suite A, Willow Park, Texas 76087.

General Nature of the Proposed Authorized Improvements. The general nature of the proposed public
improvements to be provided by the District that are necessary for the development of the Property within

the District and which shall promote the interests of the City and confer a special benefit upon the Property,
may include: (i) acquisition, construction, and improvement of street, roadway and sidewalk improvements,
including related drainage, utility relocation, signalization, landscaping, lighting, signage, off-street parking and
right-of-way; (i) acquisition, construction, and improvement of water, wastewater, and drainage improvements
and facilities; (iii) establishment and improvement of parks, trails and recreational facilities improvements; (iv)
projects similar to those listed above authorized by the Act, including similar off-site projects that provide a
benefit to the Property within the District; (v) acquisition of real property or interests in real property in connec-
tion with each Authorized Improvement; (vi) payment of costs, including, without limitation, design, engineering,
permitting, legal, required payment, performance and maintenance bonds, bidding, support, construction,
construction management, administrative and inspection costs, associated with developing and financing

the public improvements listed in (i) through (v) above; (vii) payment of costs associated with special sup-
plemental services for improvement and promotion of the District as approved by the City including services
related to advertising, promotion, health and sanitation, water and wastewater, public safety, security, business
recruitment, development, recreation, and cultural enhancement related to the public improvements listed in

(i) through (v) above; (viii) payment of costs of establishing, administering, and operating the District, as well
as the interest, costs of issuance, reserve funds, or credit enhancement of bonds issued for the purposes
described in (i) through (viii) above (collectively, the “Authorized Improvements”). The Authorized Improvements
shall promote the interest of the City and confer a special benefit upon the property within the District.

Estimated Cost of the Authorized Improvements. The current estimated total cost of the proposed
Authorized Improvements is $75,000,000.

Proposed District Boundaries. The District is proposed to include property owned by the Petitioner con-
sisting of approximately 317.732 acres of property generally located south of Interstate Highway 1-20, west
of FM. 1187, and north of E. Bankhead Highway, and within the extraterritorial jurisdiction of the City, as
more particularly described by a metes and bounds description available at the Willow Park City Hall and
available for public inspection.

Proposed Method of Assessment. The City shall levy assessments on each parcel within the District in

a manner that results in imposing equal shares of the costs on property similarly benefited. Each assess-
ment may be paid in part or in full at any time (including interest), and certain assessments may be paid in
annual installments (including interest). If the Gity allows an assessment to be paid in installments, then the
installments must be paid in amounts necessary to meet annual costs for those Authorized Improvements
financed by the assessment and must continue for a period necessary to retire the indebtedness on those
Authorized Improvements (including interest).

Proposed Apportionment of Cost between the District and the City. The City will not be obligated to
provide any funding to finance the Authorized Improvements, other than from assessments levied in the

District. No City property in the District shall be assessed. The Petitioner may fund certain improvements
from other funds available to the Petitioner.

Objections During the public hearing, any interested person may speak for or against the establishment of
the District and the advisability of the improvements to be made for the benefit of the property within the
District. Written and oral objections will be considered at the hearing.



https://www.community-news.com/calendar/
http://www.thecentertx.com
http://www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com

A7

December 20, 2024
THE COMMUNITY NEWS
wWww.community-news.com

SPOIts

BOYS BASKETBALL
Bearcats,

Roos excel 1n
Weatherford
Tournament

Trinity Christian
shines in Mesquite

Pit Classic Tourney

By Geoff Heppes
The Community News

Over the weekend, both the
Aledo Bearcats and Weatherford
Kangaroos boys basketball teams
competed in the Weatherford
Tournament from  Thursday
through Saturday, featuring com-
petition against the likes of Fort
Worth Nolan Catholic, Odessa High,
Granbury, Fort Worth Southwest,
North Central Texas Academy,
Keller Fossil Ridge and Lubbock
Cooper, among others.

Impressively, both schools
finished their tournament runs
with undefeated 4-0 records. The
Bearcats finished with victories over
Southwest (72-67), Odessa (74-67),
Abilene Cooper (77-36) and NCTA
(66-62).

Across four games, standout
senior guard Joaquin Pacheco
totaled 91 points, 23 rebounds, 15
assists, nine steals and three blocks
to garner all-tournament honors.
Meanwhile, sophomore guard
Caden Cunningham delivered with
33 points and nine 3-pointers while
Townes VanHuysen produced down
low with 55 points and 34 rebounds.

Up next, the Bearcats (14-1), who
are off to one of the best starts in pro-
gram history, will host Wichita Falls
Memorial for another pre-district
showdown at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday.

Roos also near perfect
Meanwhile, the Weatherford
Kangaroos (16-1) are also off to one
of their best starts ever after a per-
fect run through the tournament. In
their four games, the Roos defeated
All Saints (86-48), Nolan Catholic
(53-48), Fossil Ridge (73-50)
and Granbury (69-58). The Roos
traveled to Dallas to take on the
Wilmer-Hutchins Eagles at press
time before hosting Crowley to
begin district play at 8 p.m. Friday.

TCA wins a handful

Also in action were the Trinity
Christian FEagles, who shared
the same level of success in their
respective tournament. The Eagles

Turn to BEARCAT, page A10

New school record

PHOTOS COURTESY OF ALEDO ISD ATHLETICS

AHS swimmers set a new school record at the North Zone Texas Interscholastic Swim Coaches Association
meet in Lewisville on Nov. 23. Victoria Crews, Julia Gordy, Mackenzie Oligschlaeger and Haley Roberson
swam in the 400 freestyle relay with a time of 3.45.06.

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Ladycats
come up
short at
Brewer

Aledo falls in

district opener

By Geoff Heppes
The Community News

WHITE SETTLEMENT - After
a competitive tournament season,
the Aledo Ladycats basketball team
began the District 5-5A portion of
its schedule against the Brewer
Lady Bears, a perennial power in
the area. Despite a strong chal-
lenge by the Ladycats, Aledo could
not capture the victory on the road,
falling by a final score of 46-39.

Junior guard Elizabeth Griffin
was Aledo’s leading scorer with 15
points while Tiara Butler chipped
in with nine. Sophomore guard
Brooklyn Dempsey scored five
points while senior post Kinley

Turn to LADYCATS, page A10

WRESTLING

Aledo grapplers shine at tourney

Bohn finishes
second in division
By Rick Mauch

The Community News

Brice Bohn of the Aledo
Bearcats led all competitors
as both the boys and girls had
standout performances in the
Eagle Mountain-Saginaw ISD
Tournament this past weekend.

Bohn posted a 4-1 record to
take second place in the boys
126-pound division. He was an
alternate for the Class 5A State
Tournament in 2023.

"Brice Bohn had a fantastic
tournament. He looked impres-
sive in the early rounds and had
a close match with a tough oppo-
nent in the finals," first-year Aledo
coach Ben Shaw said.

Meanwhile, the Ladycats
placed seventh out of 23 teams
in the tough tournament on the
strength of three third-place fin-
ishers. Lillian Carruthers won
three of four matches in the 100-
pound weight class, while Avery
Kernan and Arianna Mathias

each went 4-1 in the 107 and 145
categories, respectively.

"The girls wrestled really well.
Across both Varsity and JV levels,
they were highly competitive and
executed solid wrestling," Shaw
said. "The boys faced some tough
competition, but still held their
own. We only dropped a few close
matches that kept us out of the
top-three placements.

"Overall, as a program we con-
tinued to grow and sharpen our
wrestling techniques. It is great to
see how they are progressing even
from just last month."

The Bearcats finished 18th out
of 28 teams.

At the junior varsity level, the
Bearcats had a pair of first-place
finishes. Noah Chasteen was 4-0
in winning at 126 pounds and
Blaze Beasley went 4-0, defeating
teammate Kaiden Jones (2-1) in
the 138 final.

Aledo was hosting Benbrook
and Fort Worth Paschal in a
tri-meet at press time and is com-
peting in the Santa and Ms. Claus
Slam in Coppell Dec. 21. After the

holiday break, they will compete in
the Lamar Invitational on Jan. 3-4.

Eagle Mountain-
Saginaw Wrestling

Tournament
Aledo highlights
record in parentheses)
Varsity Boys
126 pounds: 2. Brice Bohn (4-1).
Varsity Girls

100: 3. Lillian Carruthers (3-1).
107: 3. Avery Kernan (4-1).
145: 3. Arianna Mathias (4-1).
Junior Varsity Girls
165: 3. Madison Elliot (3-1).
138: 4. Olivia Restrepo (2-2).
126: 4. Leora Wiggins (2-2).
100: 4. Lily Rudnick (1-2).

JV Boys
126: 1. Noah Chasteen (4-0).
138: 1 Blaze Beasley (4-0),
2. Kaiden Jones (2-1)
190 - 3. James Beyer (4-1)
120: 3. Keydan Lemen (4-1)
132: 4. Mason Opsahl (2-1).
Also, while not in top four:
126: Gabe Opsahl (2-1).
150: Thomas Hopkins (3-1).
285: Cam Becera (4-1).

(tourney

VOLLEYBALL
Ladycats
dominate

all-district

Several players
among state leaders
Staff Reports

The Community News

The state semifinalist Aledo
Ladycats dominated the recent All-
District 5-5A awards presented by
the coaches in the district.

Aledo finished 35-8 overall, won
district with a 12-0 record, and
advanced to the Class 5A Division
I state semifinals before falling in a
thrilling five-set match (lost fifth set
3-2) to state runner-up McKinney
North.

Senior middle hitter Kinley
Elms, who has committed to Lamar
University, and junior outside hitter
and Abilene Christian University
commit Alyssa Todd were named
Co-MVPs of the district. Todd was
ranked 11th in the state in 5A in
kills with 557 and had a .316 hitting
percentage and Elms was 11th in the

Turn to DISTRICT, page A10

Visit us today at

1911 S. Main St.

Commum

CREDIT UNIO
You’re worth more (to us)

Weatherford’s #1 Family Credit Union

ty

(817) 835-5000

www.ftwccu.org

Open to those who live, work, or
attend school in Tarrant, Denton,
Parker, and Johnson Counties.

Bearcat Valero
421 N FM 1187

201N FM 1187
Cvs

Shell - Aledo
401 S FM 1187

Brookshire’s

102 E I-20

Get your copy of

THE
CoMMUNITY NEWS

at any one of
these locations:

East Parker County Library

150 Bailey Ranch Road

The Community News
1015 Champions Drive

5118 E I-20 Service Road S

East Parker County
Chamber of Commerce
100 Chuckwagon Trail

Exxon - Tiger Mart

WEATHERFORD

Weatherford Chamber
401 Fort Worth Hwy.

community-news.com
1015 Champions Dr.
Aledo - 817-441-7661

Proudly serving the great
Southwest for 28 years!

THE TRUSTED SOURCE FOR ALL YOUR

METAL BUILDING COMPONENT NEEDS!
* RESIDENTIAL & COMMERGIAL STEEL ROOFING
# GUSTOM TRIM AND FLASHING * PURLIN & TUBING
# EASY BOLT PRE-FABRICATED STEEL BUILDINGS
* MINI STORAGE SYSTEMS * POWER TOOLS
* VENTS & SKYLIGHTS * HARDWARE & ACCESSORIES
% SYNTHETIC UNDERLAYMENT * INSULATION

* SEALANTS & GLOSURES + CARPORT PACKAGES

WILLOW PARK GOING*GREEN!with L

ENERGY EFFICIENT
& LOOKS GREAT!
WIND & FIRE RESISTANT

STEEL BUILDINGS
AVAILABLE IN
MULTIPLE SIZES

817-599-4186 » Fax: 817-599-3326

2100 Burton Street ® Weatherford, Texas 76087
www.metalmarts.com
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Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by
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Free information kit! Call 866-747-0083,
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DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
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Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422
LOBO MINERALS, LLC

PO Box 1800 » Lubbock, TX 72408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com
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Stripping, Hardware, Door M[A
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Bob’s BASEBALL Tours

Ultimate Baseball Tour

See 7 MLE in 11 days including
Yankee Stadium, Fenway Park &
Wrigley Field. Also included: Pro
Football and Baseball Halls of Fame
and a day at the Little League
World Series!

August 11-21, 2025

Sports Lover's Tour

See an NHL & NBA game, visit Pro
Football Hall of Fame and tour
Lambeau Field & see 4 MLE games
from April 8-16

$2,800/person based on double
hotel occupancy

Please call or text for FREE brochure 507-217-1326 or visit our website:
www.bobsbaseballtours.com

BATH
REMODEL

|

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free

SPECIAL OFFER
Waiving All
Installation
Installation.

CALL NOW
855.965.0841

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF WILLOW PARK, TEXAS TO CONSIDER THE ADVISABILITY

OF THE CREATION OF TAX INCREMENT REINVESTMENT ZONE
NUMBER TWO, CITY OF WILLOW PARK, TEXAS FOR TAX
INCREMENT FINANCING PURPOSES PURSUANT TO CHAPTER
311, TEXAS TAX CODE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the City Council of the City of
Willow Park, Texas (the “City”), pursuant to Chapter 311.003 Texas
Tax Code, as amended, (the “Act”), will hold a public hearing

at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 14, 2025, in the City Council
Chambers, City Hall, 120 EI Chico Trail, Suite A, Willow Park,
Texas 76087 for the purpose of considering the creation of the Tax
Increment Reinvestment Zone Number Two, City of Willow Park,
Texas, located within the extraterritorial limits of the City.

All persons are invited to attend the hearing and speak for or against
the creation of Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone Number Two, City
of Willow Park, Texas, the proposed boundaries, or the concept

of tax increment financing. Written or oral statements will be con-
sidered. The proposed boundaries include approximately 293.45
acres located in the corporate limits of the City, located south of

IH 20, west of FM 1187, and north of E Bankhead Highway. A more
detailed legal description and boundary map of the proposed Tax
Increment Reinvestment Zone Number Two, City of Willow Park,
Texas, are on file and open for public inspection in the office of the
City Secretary. Questions or requests for additional information may
be directed to Bryan Grimes, City of Willow Park City Administrator.

community-news.com

TEXAS PRESS
ASSOCIATION
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Business Cards

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS®

Financial Advisor

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100

Aledo, TX 76008

Bus. 817-441-4108 « Fax 800-656-0301
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

'RVICES

CALEB W. COX
817-980-2709

Vanity Tops Tubs
Whirlpool Tubs Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE

2927 Greenlee Park Trail
Weatherford, Texas 76088

HEARING
CARE CENTER

4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702

Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre

7

QB"/‘”W Doon,
REFINISHED
Front Doors * Garage Doors
Shutters » Wood Trim

Wood Replacement
Weatherstripping

Mike & Aaron Tennyson
817-305-3087
Call or Text

We have lots of room
for your stuff!

Call for availability - Boat & RV parking - $50-
10x10 $65 * 10x20 $95 » 10x30 $140

K

Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t I

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

(817) 249-2028 Ken Hartman, Proprietor

Natural Granite ¢ Solid Surface ¢ Silestone OISV YN Phone: 817.263.1971
817-341-8970 www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
¢ ae® l.

2

LANCE NORMAN ROOFING

* COMPOSITION SHINGLES
* WOOD SHINGLES

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL * NEW ROOFS * REROOFS

Insurance Claims Handled * REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 - mobile (817) 996-2726

Office: 817-565-4658
Talk and text 817-771-9661

ROSS GUTTERS

In Business Since 1995
5 & 6 Inch Seamless Gutters * Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial « New & Repair
FREE SPLASH BLOCKS FOR A LIMITED TIME

KIMBERLY MEYER,
ABR, CRS, GRI

_ REALTOR®
CngVKVEEA_L Cell (817) 929-0347

REALTY kimberly.meyer@cbdfw.com

5924 Convair Drive #420
Fort Worth, TX 76109
www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer

Global Luxury Specialist =0
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DRAKE
ELECTRICAL
SERVICES L.L.C.

817-441-8633

« » NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS * *
RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR « LICENSED & INSURED
TECL #19987
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FOOTBALL

TD friends have been making connection for years

.

Beard-Finley long
been winning combo

By Rick Mauch
The Community News

Kaydon Finley explained the
connection between himself and
good friend Gavin Beard in simple
fashion.

"Him being a quarterback, me a
receiver, it was an instant connec-
tion," Finley said.

It all began in peewee football,
when they both played and Beard's
father was offensive coordinator. It
wasn't long before it was realized
that Beard has a knack for putting
the ball in the right place at the
right time with his passes and that
Finley has an uncanny ability to
catch the ball if it is anywhere in the
same zip code.

"In middle school, if they need-
ed a TD, Gavin was throwing to
Kaydon,"” Bearcats head coach
Robby Jones said.

That is often still the case for the
two juniors. When the season came
to an end recently with a 31-21 loss
to rival Denton Ryan in the Class 5A
Division I Region I fina, Beard fin-
ished the season with 35

Aledo stars Kay(_jon Fin
became close friends d
peewee football together.

in Beard
ley (left) and Gavin _
uuying their days of playing

touchdowns thrown. Finley caught
21 scores.

Friends off the field

The friendship extends beyond
the boundaries of the football field.
They've gone to church camps
together and have even taken trips
with each other, such as a visit to
Oklahoma for a small town fair.

"It's a little town called Hydro.
Our buddy, Chase (Wilburn), his
mom grew up there," Beard said.

They also go out to eat a lot.
And, like many teenagers, they can
often be found battling each other
in a video game.

"Who's gonna win NCAA?"
Jones pops in and asks with a laugh
after overhearing.

"Me!" Finley said excitedly.

They also attended a passing
academy together at Nicholls State
University in Thibodaux, Louisiana
in 2018, while still in junior high.

"The bond we have off the field
transfers onto the field. I know I
can trust Gavin at crunch time,’
Finley said.

Jones said such a connection is a
great benefit to any program.

"When  you
grow up around
somebody and

know them so
well, it helps the
chemistry of the
entire team,"
Jones said.

Other
activities
While they
share a passion
for  football,
each has other
activities once
football season
is over.

Beard loves
playing golf
and has been a
member of the
Bearcats golf
team.

Finley
will join the

B )

PHOTOS COURTESY GAVIN BEARD

Best friends and teammates Kaydon Finley (left) and Gavin Beard kneel in prayer before an Aledo Bearcats foot-
ball game. The duo, both juniors, are prolific in the Bearcats’ passing game, Finley as the team’s top receiver and

Beard as the starting quarterback.

Bearcats basketball team follow-
ing football. He also runs track
and fishes when his busy schedule
allows time.

But football tops their respective
lists. After all, each has a pedigree
in the sport.

Finley's father is Jermichael
Finley, who played for the University
of Texas and was a tight end in the
NFL for the Green Bay Packers
from 2008-15.

Beard's father, Doug Beard,
played quarterback at Texas Tech.

Together again

Finley and Beard haven't
always been on the same team. In
peewee they were on the same fifth-
grade team that went undefeated.
However, in sixth grade they were
on different teams, with Finley's
team winning the championship.

"That season was so much fun,"
Finley said of their fifth-grade
season.

They also played together on
the seventh grade team, but Beard

transferred to another school in
Fort Worth in the eighth grade.
After a year away, he immediately
returned to play on the same team
with his friend again - and to win a
state championship.

Or, with this being the Aledo
Bearcats, multiple titles.

"Even though we were on differ-
ent teams, we worked out together
a lot," Finley said. "I told him he
had to come back. I said, Yo, I don't
know what I'm gonna do without
you to throw me passes."

However, it would still be anoth-
er season before they were both on
the varsity together for a complete
season. As freshmen, Finley played
on the varsity, while Beard was on
the junior varsity.

"It was tough not playing with
him, but I really appreciate him
being given the spotlight," Beard
said.

Now, not only are they both
starting and standing out, they are
also team captains.

"It's really an honor to lead this
team with Kaydon and for us both
to be captains,' Beard said.

College

Barring a rare occurrence, Finley
and Beard will likely go on to play at
different colleges - and they both
definitely plan to play at the next
level, they said.

"I think about it, leaving here
and doing what we do on national
TV, Finley said.

Along with fathers who played
football in college, their moth-
ers were sports standouts as well.
Finley's mother was a high school
basketball success and Beard's
mother played volleyball at Tarleton
State.

As for what they will study,
both want to study something that
involves a career in football.

"Maybe a coach," Beard said.

"I'd love to be a receivers coach,"
Finley said, being a bit more explic-
it. "But my dream job would be a
football commentator."
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VOLLEYBALL

Aledo’s Flms
honored by TGCA

Named to all-state

tourney team
Staff Reports

The Community News

Senior opposite hitter Kinley
Elms of the Aledo Ladycats has
been named to the Class 5A
Division I All-State Tournament
Volleyball Team by the Texas
Girls Coaches Association.

Elms helped the Ladycats
reach the state semifinals this

season. They finished 35-8,
falling to McKinney North in
a five-set thriller (25-21, 19-25,
25-13, 24-16, 15-13).

In that match, Elms had 22
kills,

In helping the Ladycats to a
35-8 season that included their
first state semifinals appearance
since 2017, Elms posted 418
kills, 98 blocks and 122 defen-
sive digs.

RYAN WADE/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Kinley EIms comes up with a big block against Fossil Ridge, Oct. 22.

DISTRICT

from page A7

state in hitting percentage at .368, along with
posting 418 kills and 98 blocks.

Meanwhile, back row specialists senior
Kenrie Pruitt (575 digs, Texas A&M-Corpus
Christi commit) and junior Ella Meador (521
digs, University of Texas-El Paso commit)
shared Co-Defensive MVPs.

Senior setter Ava Reding (36 aces, 757
assists), an Iona University commit, was named
as the district’s Server of the Year, while senior
middle Haley Lowe (seventh in 5A in Kkills
with 557) earned the superlative of Blocker of
the Year. Ladycats head coach Claire Gay was
selected as the Coach of the Year.

Senior middle Ella Isbell (15th in 5A in
blocks with 113), senior defensive specialist
Logyn Denbow and junior setter Sophie Frank
were named to the all-district first team.
Meanwhile, senior Morgan Estevez and junior
Ali LoBaugh earned second-team recognition.

Senior Caroline Pruett and junior Tatum
Kosse were selected to the honorable men-
tion list.

Academic all-district accolades went to
Denbow, Elms, Estevez, Isbell, Lowe, Meador,
Pruitt and Reding, along with juniors Frank,
Kosse, LoBaugh, Sarah Schroeder, Karsyn
Trott, Kailey Hamilton, Kenley Hamilton and
Lily Lufkin.

LADYCATS

from page A7

Elms had four. Ella Isbell and August Carlone
each recorded three points.

The loss made it two straight for Aledo,
who had previously won four consecutive
contests during pre-district competition.

The Ladycats (10-8, 0-1) will aim to
bounce back at 6:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 20 at
home against Saginaw Chisholm Trail.

Subvarsity

Despite the defeat on the varsity level,
the Ladycat subvarsity teams were dominant
in their respective wins over Brewer. The
freshman squad posted a 36-5 win behind 16
points from Bailey Martin while the junior
varsity squad won 47-18, led by eight points
from Kennedy Cardenas.

RYAN WADE/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

TCA basketball head coach Jeff Peterson gives his squad instruc-
tions during a timeout in the second half of TCA's victory on

Friday, Dec. 6.

HOOPS

from page A7

(13-3) shined by winning all
five games for the Mesquite
Pit Classic Tournament cham-
pionship at Poolville High
School.

First, the Eagles came back
from a 13-point halftime defi-
cit against Victory Christian
(Decatur), No. 10 in the state
among TAPPS Class 2A private
schools, for a 47-37 opening
victory. Then, TCA knocked off
Wink 51-44 in overtime before

defeating Windhorst 52-46 in
overtime. After that, the Eagles
concluded with consecutive
wins over Bellevue (64-41) and
Millsap (62-43).

TCA senior Sam Carson
was named the overall MVP of
the tournament for his efforts.
Carson and his teammate Cole
Massey both ended the tour-
nament with averages of 14
points, five rebounds and three
assists per game.

The Eagles took the court
again at press time at home
against Poetry Community
Christian.

of This Bright & Beautiful Season

MORITZ

Chevrolet ¢ Chrysler - Jeep « KIA

Moritz Chevrolet - Chrysler - Jeep

Loop 820 & Hwy 580 (Camp Bowie West) - 817-696-2000
Moritz Kia - 8501 1-30 - 817-560-6000

Don’t forget your four-legged
family member when you travel!
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* Boarding
* Grooming

* Heated &
Cooled

* Indoor &
QOutdoor Runs

e 24-Hour
Attendant

Newly-Upgraded boarding facilities

Ring Leaders Kennel
Aledo 817-441-8071

LADYCAT

OF THE WEEK

Tiara Butler

Basketball

Despite a 46-39 loss to White Settlement
Brewer in the Ladycats’ lone game last
week, the junior continued her strong play
carried over from the previous week. She
scored nine points.

[ & P | ,‘1'.-:

Sponsored by

First Bank +Texas

2880 Fort Worth Hwy. ¢« Hudson Oaks
100 Willow Bend ¢ Willow Park
www.go2fbt.com

BEARCAT

OF THE WEEK

Joaquin Pacheco

Basketball

The senior led the Bearcats (14-1) to
five victories during the week, includ-
ing the championship of the Weatherford
Tournament, where he was named to the
all-tournament team. In the five wins he
= | averaged 23.8 points, 6.4 rebounds, 3.8
F i assists and 2 steals.

Sponsored by

First Bank «Texas

2880 Fort Worth Hwy. ¢+ Hudson Oaks
100 Willow Bend ¢ Willow Park
www.go2fbt.com
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Featuring students from:
Annetta Elementary School, Coder Elemen’rary School, Vandagriff Elementary School,

Eleanor Kear i inski i i i Aubrey Chavez Krosby Donarumo

Savannah Mackey Zayn Allen

Eden Nickell Patrick Gabaldon Lilly LeBlanc Clara Smith Jett Quezada Aubrey Chastain Morgan Wiegman
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All T want for Christmas 1s my Two Front Teeth

Savy Reed

Elanor Littrell

Camilla Razo Cieden Perlingos

Madeline Maldonado

Halston Williams

Archer Price Maxwell Close Maddox Benavides

Jonari Ramos

Hadley Minor

Austin Scherer Hayes Selbee

Nathan Wincowski Wren Smith Ethan Sohns Eltie Robertson Aria Adams Kira Kollonai Mohamed Seoudi
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Dear Santa,

" DT —

.\‘

The Parker County Genealogy & Historical Society’s Dear Santa letters from December 1911-1912

Dear Santa, Would you please bring me a
thimble and a coat for my doll. | wonder if
you would being my little sister too. But for
pity’s sake don’t make a mistake and bring
a brother, for | have three already and that'’s
enough for any girl.

Your friend, Berta Keato - 1911

Dear Santa Claus, please bring me a book
and some firecrackers and candy. Bring me
a bicycle with a good pump for it.

Louis Dunmain - 1912

June Reeves

Claira Solano TJ Stewart

Dear Santa, | want a little doll safe and a little stove,

and some walnuts pecans, chocolate candy with apples

and oranges. Please give me some firecrackers too.
Susie Meador - 1912

Dear Santa, | want a cowboy suit, goat skin pants and
a hat made of leather and turned up in front. | want all
that cowboys have on the plains. | would like leather
leggings that will go above my knees. | want some

candy and nuts.
Good Bye, Arlis - 1912

Dear Santa Claus, | will write you a kind letter to let you
know what | want for Christmas. Please bring me a nice
doll, a storybook and a pair of gloves. | have lots of other
money to spend for nuts, candy, and Christmas apples.
Good Bye Your Friend, Hazel Terry - 1912

Dear Santa, please bring me a clown you wind up that
does tricks, a cowboy suit, some spurs for my boots, a
dump wagon, an auto, a train, some books and a pop
gun, also a picture maker and other toys a boy my size
would like.

Your Little Boy, Jack R. Hardness 1912

Dear Santa, | wish you would bring me a doll and a
storybook. Nuts, candies, and fruit and other things
good to eat. | have tried to be a good girl.

Good Bye, Thelma Lovelady - 1912

Dear Santa, Please bring me a box of soldiers and a can-
non. Good bye Santa Claus.
Your Friend, Jasper Hoges - 1912

Dear Santa, | am six years old. | thank you for the nice
things you brought me last Christmas. Please bring
me a little stove, a doll that can go to sleep, some
nice warm gloves, and a little set of dishes, some nuts,
candy and fruit. Bye-bye until next Christmas.

Your Little Friend, Emma Lorine Darby - 1912

Dear Santa, please bring me a strong jointed doll, 18
inches high with natural hair and eyelashes, a gold
chain and locket. | also want a storybook “Alice in
Wonderland.” Please bring me a big box of paint,
crayons, and pictures cards to color. | want a big box of
nuts, fruit and candy, please.

Love, Henry-Neil, William - 1912

Dear Santa Claus, | want an elephant, rocking horse,
choo-choo train, cowboy suit and tricycle.
M.B. Kouns, Jr. - 1912

Dear Santa Claus, | would like to give you my
address which is 423 West Spring, don't forget
the number and leave the following: drum, auto,
rocking horse, horn, and a little red, white and
blue ball, and some nuts and fruit of all kinds.

Yours for a Merry Christmas Joe Bailey Cato - 1912

Dear Santa Claus, | may be a little early, but |
want to tell you what | want. | want some fire-
crackers and roman candles. A game, a drum,
and a ball, some books to please bring them to
me. | also want candy thank you Santa Claus.
Roy Johnson - 1911

Dear Santa, please bring me a clown you wind
up that does tricks, a cowboy suit, some spurs
for my boots, a dump wagon, an auto, a train,
some books and a pop gun, also a picture maker
and other toys, a boy my size would like.

Your Little Boy, Jack R. Hardness - 1912

Dear Old Santa, | want you to bring me a writing
desk, an air rifle and five hundred shot. Candies,
nuts and fruit.

Your Little Friend, John Wythe Hudson - 1912
PS. And please don't forget my baby brother.

Dear Santa Claus, | was in Fort Worth and went
to see you. | want an electric postcard machine,
a pop gun, a book and any other things you
think a boy my size ought to have. My sister
wants a doll and any things a baby likes to have.
Don't forget my mother and daddy.

Your Little Friend, Fredrick Morris - 1912

Dear Santa, | have tried to be a good boy this
year. | do not want but one thing and that is an
auto that you pedal with your feet, and please
bring some fruit and nuts.

Good Bye Santa, Oran Connolly 1912

Dear Santa, Please bring me a real little farm
wagon, fruit, nuts and fireworks.
Yours Truly, Ward DeWess - 1912

Dear Santa, are you going out on Christmas
night? Would you please bring me a thousand
shot air rifle and a pony with the saddle on its
back. Bring me some sheep wool leather pants
and a scabbard so | can hunt on my pony. | will
play cowboy on the ranch.

Your Friend, Roy Moore - 1912

Check out our businesses
for sale at tworld.com

7
o
YEARS

Business Advisors

@TRANSW@R&D'

OF PROPANE
. 1958-2023

Business Sales « Franchises * Mergers & Acquisitions

Propane Sales

\‘V TR

and Service

Ginger Adams

O: 682-888-0601
C:817-888-0178

gadams@tworld.com
www.tworld.com/weatherford

On the Square
in Weatherford

103 W. Church ¢ 817-596-8758 ¢ 817-594-2612

) funeral Home

130 Houston Ave. ®* Weatherford

www.whitesfuneral.com

Our family

CASAS LAWNCARE
Full

[Fawn Maintenance
[IFMulchfAndiGravel

BEE E@THMME@

682.240. 7853

CLEAR FORK MATERIALS

Residential & Commercial

serving

your family
since 1908.

White's

* Topsoils & Custom
Soil Blends

* Compost & Mulches
* Rock & Sand Products

817-596-4811 ALEDO, TEXAS

“Are you growing with us?”

'.

..

800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD

HOURS: M-F 8-5 «SAT 8-2

Serving North Texas
since /1986

Pick up or Delivery Available

817-441-7777

WWW.CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM
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All T want for Christmas 1s my Two Front Teeth

Perri Whipple

Daisy Hall Elian Gonzalez

Emma Heron Henry Macias

John Flores Wyatt Hibers

Everleigh Farns Knox Johnson Rose Booms Hunter Harris-Rios Sofia Khan Rylee Simonetti Kenzi Dassinger

Then I could wish you Merry Christmas

AI.I.IWANT FOR CHRISTMAS

“. IS MY TWO FRONT TEETRH!Y

Robert CﬂSEY stroud, D.D.S., P.C.

Michael Ball, D.D.S., Pl L. C
Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistrys,.

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101 ¢ Aledo/Willow Park, TX .’o
817-441-2425 * (Fax) 817-441-2491 ¢ www.brushflosswin.com




