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The Beacats won the District 3-5A Division | football championship trophy.
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The Ladycats celebrate with the Class 5A Region 1 trophy.

ALEDO

City achieves bond rating upgrade

Officials cite
economic growth,
population
expansion ahead
Staff Reports

The Community News

The City of Aledo announced
that, as of Nov. 18, Standard &
Poor’s (S&P) has elevated its
bond credit rating from AA to
AA+, with a stable outlook. This
upgrade represents a substantial

achievement for the city, enabling
reduced interest costs on future
debt obligations.

“I was delighted to receive the
news of the bond rating upgrade
from S&P,” Aledo Mayor Nick
Stanley said. “This acknowledg-
ment underscores Aledo's strong
governance and our commitment
to effective financial management
in recent years.”

The upgrade is a result of
S&P’s evaluation of Aledo’s grow-
ing local economy, which exhibits

encouraging prospects for both tax
base enhancement and population
growth. The city’s solid finan-
cial performance, highlighted by
reserves exceeding 100% of rev-
enues, is anticipated to continue,
city officials note.

S&P  acknowledged that
Aledo's financial strategy includes
a stable ad valorem (property) tax
base and ongoing residential and
commercial construction, driv-
ing double-digit increases in
taxable assessed valuation. The

city management utilizes histori-
cal data to inform revenue and
expenditure projections.

City leaders cited that Aledo
has established formal policies for
investments and reserves while
developing strategies to effec-
tively navigate future financial
landscapes alongside expected
economic advancements.

A detailed analysis and com-
prehensive report on this upgrade
is available online at aledotx.gov/
BondRatings.

ENTERTAINMENT

Aledo resident shows acting talent

‘God’s Here’ was
debut role

By John English

The Community News

When the movie "God's Here"
began filming in Granbury last
year, it spawned the potential
beginning of a new acting career
for one Aledo resident.

Lola Gianna plays the role of
Krissy in the Billy McAdams, Jr.
film that revolves around a per-
sonal tragedy endured by a family
during the Christmas season.

Gianna, 21, has not taken a
single acting class and has no for-
mal training, but shined in her
role as the rebellious teen whose
poor and fateful decision altered
the course of her life forever.

“Most aspiring actors and actress-
es find their way with some kind of
formal training and benefit signifi-
cantly from the structured learning
environment of an acting school,”
McAdams said. “Lola, however,
relied on natural talent, real-world
experience, and sheer determination
to carve out an incredible perfor-
mance in God's Here."
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Help from above

For Gianna, it was divine
intervention.

“I landed the role for Krissy
in the film 'God’s Here' by God's
hand alone,” Gianna said.

Gianna had been volunteering
at the Branch to Hope Community
Center for about six months when
the film began production and
developed a strong friendship with
one of the organization's founders,
Mary Jean Bentley.

“She had reached out to me
in September of 2023 to read the
part of Krissy for the table read
of 'God’s Here, originally titled 'A
Christmas Heart,” Gianna said.
“She thought I'd be great to read
the part for Krissy for the rough
read. Bill was a little unsure about
it, given I had no acting experi-
ence, but after all, it was just for
the table read.”

Following the read, Executive
Producer Sharon K. Campbell, who
also plays a court judge in the film,
approached Gianna and said she
would like to train her for the role if
McAdams decided to cast her.

Worth the wait

McAdams did not offer Gianna
the role immediately but did allow
for the training.

For the next two months,
Campbell met with Gianna weekly
and worked with her on things like
set etiquette, how to read a script,
how to embody a character using
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Lola Gianna of Aledo made her film acting debut in ‘God’s Here, the new-

est release from Billy McAdams, Jr.

emotional recall, and most of all
how to slow down when she was
delivering her lines.

“It was a wonderful experience
working with her,” Gianna said.
“She taught me so well. Before offi-
cially landing the role, I met with
Bill to go over the script one more
time. I honestly had no idea he was

gonna hand it to me, I thought he
just wanted my perspective on the
script and character.

"After running some lines
with him, he said, 'Okay we’ll
start filming in November. I was
like, 'What? You don't need me to
audition?" Bill says to me, 'That

Turn to TALENT, page 3

WEATHERFORD COLLEGE

Board
approves
land sale

New degree

also added

By Crystal Woerly
Weatherford College

The Weatherford College Board
of Trustees approved the sale of
5.063 acres on the northwest cor-
ner of BB Fielder Road and South
Main Street for $2.25 million at
their November meeting.

The board previously approved
listing a total of 45.682 acres of the
Carter property located north of
BB Fielder to recoup expenses for
the purchase of property on Martin
Drive and East Park Avenue.

Three options were listed in the
college’s request for proposals: the
purchase of the entire tract of land,
the purchase of 40.619 acres, or
the purchase of 5.063 acres.

Four proposals were submitted,
with three being rejected at this
time. The college will continue to
seek proposals for the remaining
40.619 acres.

New degree

The board also approved a
new Associate of Applied Science
degree in Medical Laboratory
Technology. The new degree is a
step up from the phlebotomy tech-
nology program and the next level
within a medical lab at a hospital
or physician's office setting.

This new degree will fill a gap
in the local healthcare workforce.
The Bureau of Labor Statistics
indicates 29,140 jobs in Texas with
an average wage of $57,080 per
year. Data for WC’s five-county
service area shows 2,510 jobs cur-
rently with this title and a 5.1
percent growth rate from 2024 to
2026. With 224 annual job open-
ings and only 10 graduates within
the last year at a local higher edu-
cation institution, this program
will provide highly sought-after
skills and career opportunities for
WC students.

In other business the

board:

e Approved the minutes from the
Oct. 10 meeting.

e Approved the financial reports
ending Oct. 31.

e Approved the annual review of
the local policy on appropria-
tions and revenue sources.

e Approved a clarification of the
new student center fee.

* Approved a buyboard co-op
contract proposal from
Professional Turf Products
on the lease of equipment for
Canyon West Golf Course.

e Approved MOUs and agree-
ments with state entities.

e Approved a quote from
Carahsoft Technology for Arctic
Wolf managed detection and
response information security
services.

Turn to LAND, page 2
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WEATHERFORD ISD

Staff and students for
also recognized

By Jim Zimmermann
The Community News

It only seemed fitting that at
the Weatherford School Board
meeting, which was on Nov. 11
- also Veteran’s Day - that the
board recognized the veterans
who are part of the Weatherford
ISD family.

“Tonight, we’d are honored
to recognize and honors the vet-
erans who work for Weatherford
ISD. Each of these employees is
being presented a Challenge Coin
that serves as a symbol of member-
ship, community, belonging, and
camaraderie, forging a strong bong
among those who possess them,’
said Charlotte Lagrone, Executive
Director of Communications for the
WISD.

Veterans honored are:

« Kayla Guzman - Seguin
Elementary.

e James Dennis - Hall Middle
School.

* Bob Bridges - Director Custodial
Services.

* Emily Ratterree - Seguin
Elementary.

e Lehi Benton - WHS head wres-
tling coach.

e Wendy Diaz - Tison Middle
School.

e Dr. Jason R. Dunkelberger -
Director of Transportation.

e« David M Benavides - Ikard
Elementary.

* Henry Basiliere - Mary Martin
Elementary.

e Mari

Elementary.

Borrero -  Seguin

e Harold Peckenpaugh - Curtis
Elementary.

e Stephanie Spirko - Human

resources.

“Thank you all for your service

to our great nation,” Lagrone added.

Board honors veterans
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Veterans working in the Weatherford School District were honored at the

Nov. 11 school board meeting.

Weatherford Future
Farmers of America (FFA)

chapter
“The Weatherford chapter has the

10th largest FFA program in the state

and recently our students shined
at the 97th Annual National FFA

Convention and Expo,' Lagrone said.

"We are so very proud of our current

and past FFA members and all they

have accomplished this week."
The group includes:

« KalebHeiermann-Silver Ranked
National Extemporaneous
Public Speaking.

e Avery Pearson and Lincoln
Ramirez - Third in the nation in
Animal Systems Division 2 Agri-
Science Fair.

* Landon Penny and Hayden
Morrison - fourth in the nation in
Power, Structural and Technical
Systems Division 2 Agri-Science
Fair.

» Kashleigh Kilker and Maddox
Tedford received the Three-Star
Golf Ranked National Chapter
Award.

e Amya Hodges - American
Degree recipient. This is the
highest award the national FFA
can award to an FFA member,
with less than 2% of FFA mem-
bers ever receiving it.

Varsity tennis players
who earned postseason

awards:

e Brynli Ruthesell, first-team All-
District 3-6A girls doubles and
honorable mention girls singles,
Texas High School Coaches
Association second-team aca-
demic all-state.

» Dayla Dromgoole, first-team all-
district girls doubles; THSCA
second-team academic all-state.

« Landrey Hebbe, first-team all-
district girls doubles.

e Lydia Nader, first-team all-dis-
trict girls doubles and honorable
mention girls singles.

e Maiah Gal, honorable mention
girls singles, THSCA second-
team academic all-state.

* Mylee Herron, first-team all-
district girls doubles, THSCA
second-team academic all-state.

e Toni Canada, first-team all-
district girls doubles and
second-team all-district girls
singles, THSCA second-team
academic all-state.

e Isabella Graham, THSCA first-
team academic all-state.

e Tanner Galloway, THSCA sec-
ond-team academic all-state.

e Owen Hendricks, honorable
mention academic all-state.

e
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Members of the Weatherford High cross country team were recognized at

the board meeting.
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Weatherford High Chapter FFA members received accolades at the meeting

on Nov. 11.

e The team is coached by Wesley
Kidd.

Cross country accolades

The Lady Roos Cross Country
team finished as District 3-6A cham-
pions. At regionals, they placed 11th
in a tight pack, with Remington
Boone advancing to state.

At the regional competition
Boone finished 14th place, followed
by a 24th-place finish at state out

of 148 runners in Class 6A. Her
time of 18 minutes, 36 seconds was
the third best all-time for the Lady
Roos.

Others who excelled this season
included: Macayla Kopacz, Paige
Blake, Nayelli Ordonez, Ivy Scott,
Sofia White, Madison Pulis, Gianna
Buchfink, Cayleigh Jo Madrid.

These students are coached by
Ty Comstock, who recently received
the Roger’s Roo Pride Award for
this school year.
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from page one

» Approved a buyboard co-op con-
tract quote from Henry Schein
Medical for the associate degree
nursing and vocational nursing
programs.

e Approved a quote from Flair
Data Systems for core network
equipment.

» Approved the equal distribution
of votes to the slate of candidates
vying for a seat on the Parker
County Appraisal District.

» Received written reports from WC
Wise County, the academic office,
student services and the annual
equities in athletics update.

» Listed to a presentation by the
WC Student Ambassadors.

In his President’s Report,
Dr. Tod Allen Farmer:
Congratulated board chair Dan
Carney on his Outstanding Citizen
of the Year award at the recent

Weatherford Chamber of Commerce
banquet.

Mentioned the recent delega-
tion from the University of Texas at
Arlington that visited the WC cam-
pus to build upon existing transfer
agreements.

Mentioned the college’s most
recent transfer agreement with Sam
Houston State University signed ear-
lier this month.

Congratulated the WC volleyball
team on its bid in the NJCAA Division
I National Volleyball Tournament.
The tournament is being held in
Clarksville, Tennessee this week.

Announced the resignations
of Seth Cooke, assistant rodeo
coach; Michelle Tuggle, instruc-
tor in the substance abuse/human
service provider program; Michael
Pagan, campus police officer; and
Laurie Curtin, workforce education
coordinator.

Announced the retirements of
Jeanie Hobbs, director of purchasing,
and Deborah Terrell, senior buyer.

TALENT

from page one

was your audition. You killed it
And that was the beginning of my
journey through 'God’s Here.”

Gianna was born in Illinois,
has lived in Alaska, California,
Arkansas and Virginia and landed
in Aledo eight years ago.

Initial interest

Her interest in acting was
piqued by the popular Netflix
show "Stranger Things."

“My 13-year-old self became
so obsessed with the series,”
Gianna said. “I was surfing the
internet for casting calls. I even
found the part for Max, but
quickly gave up after reading
the main requirement for the
character was being able to ride
a skateboard. Other than that, I
never had much of an interest
in acting. The most experience I
had was from a required drama
class I took in middle school,

which did not require any act-
ing, but I thought it was cool.”
She was excited about the
role of Krissy, because there
were a number of areas where
she felt she could relate to her.
“Her attitude, sense of humor
and rebellion really made me
feel like I was playing a 16-year-
old Lola at times,” Gianna said.
“T was a tough kid for my par-
ents. We moved states six times
while I was growing up, so in
a way I was able to relate to
Krissy’s deep sense of loss.”
Gianna said that being chosen
to play Krissy reaffirmed her faith
in God, especially given the under-
lying message behind the film.
“Getting a lead role in a film
meant a lot to me in the way
that God was here with me and
walked me right to the door-
step of all the events that have
unfolded in my life during and
since this experience,” Gianna
said. “That He chose me to be a
vessel to be a part of this story

and help spread the message of
forgiveness.”

Contemplating future

Gianna has worked in the res-
taurant industry for the past few
years and said when it comes to
pursuing an acting career full-
time, she has not yet decided.

“At first, I definitely
approached the experience as
a one-off sort of thing,” Gianna
said. “But after going through it
and seeing the results, I would
love to do another movie, maybe
even a TV series. It would be
super cool to get a phone call
from Dallas Jenkins (creator of
'The Chosen') one day. For now,
I'm focusing on getting started
in school, and possibly ministry.

“I recently started co-lead-
ing a girl's high school ministry
group with Mary Jean. As far as
acting, my producer Don Wontz
took me to get my headshots
taken, and we've currently got
some things in the works.”

FOOTBALL

from page 12

The Eagles have a big return
weapon as well in Bradford, as Jones
noted.

“Amarillo Tascosa took a safety
thinking they were going to win the
game. Then, they kicked off and
Bradford returned it for a touch-
down and Abilene won (31-29),” he
said.

The Eagles do have one of the
most accurate Kkickers around,
though. Naim Segura is a perfect
57-for-57 on extra points and 4-of-
4 on field goals, with a long of 30
yards.

The Bearcats' Cole Crawford is
no slouch, either. He's 43-of-44 kick-
ing extra points and 4-of-5 on field
goals with a career long of 46 yards
against Lancaster.

Crawford missed a little time with
an injury, but his backup, Payton
Shaffer is 33-of-34 on PAT kicks.

Turnovers/takeaways

The Eagles have the advantage
here statistically. Abilene has only
turned the ball over five times (4
interceptions, 1 fumble) and has
taken the ball away 17 times (7 inter-
ceptions, 10 fumbles).

The Bearcats have 11 turnovers (5
interceptions, 6 fumbles) and have

taken the ball away 18 times (13
interceptions, 5 fumbles).

Pass defense

The Aledo pass defense, consid-
ered to be a question mark entering
the season due to heavy gradua-
tion losses, has turned into a strong
point. The Bearcats have picked off
opposing quarterbacks 13 times this
season, scattered among 10 players,
led by two each by Owen Henderson,
Adrian Fuller and Chase Wilburn.

“That’s getting experience they
lacked at the beginning of the sea-
son, and thats really good to see,
Jones said.

In their past three games, the
Bearcats have three pick sixes. This
past week Alex Patton returned an
interception 51 yards for a score,
while Wilburn and Kai Taylor each
returned one for a TD against Azle.

Sacks/tackles for loss

On the other hand, the Bearcats’
defensive line was considered the
strongest part of the team entering
the season and they have lived up
to expectations. Leading the charge
when it comes to pass rushing, with
solid help from a strong linebacking
corps, Aledo has 59 tackles for loss
and 15 sacks this season.

Abilene has 37 tackles for loss
and a dozen sacks.

Second-round success

With their 63-7 bi-district vic-
tory against Saginaw Chisholm Trail,
the Bearcats won first-round playoff
game for a 29th consecutive season.
In that same span they've enjoyed
phenomenal second-round success as
well, posting a 24-4 record in such
games heading into this Friday.

Of course, that's what happens
when you win state championships
on a regular basis.

Aledo last lost in the second round
in 2012 to Denton Guyer, 42-30.
Guyer went on to win the 4A Division
I state championship.

Strong districts

Between their districts (3-5A
Division I for Aledo, 2-5A Division I
for Abilene), seven of the eight teams
that qualified for the playoffs are still
playing. That will change this week,
however.

Along with the Bearcats and Eagles
facing off, Lubbock Monterrey (7-4,
2-5A champion) is playing Denton
Ryan (10-1, 3-5A runner-up) and
Amarillo (6-4, third in 2-5A) tangles
with Richland (9-2, third in 3-5A).

The fourth-place team from
2-5A, Amarillo Tascosa (6-5) is tak-
ing on 4-5A champion Saginaw
(11-0), which rallied for a 41-39 victo-
ry against District 3-5A fourth-place
Azle (7-4) in bi-district.

BRELEIGH MAYER/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Bayne Martin (10) carries the ball in the game against Chisolm Trail.
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Texas lawmakers last week
filed more than 1,500 bills
ahead of the next legislative
session, which begins Jan. 14.
The Houston Chronicle reported
the proposed measures cover a
range of topics ranging from bor-
der security to abortion access,
education and other issues.

Republicans have expanded
their control of both chambers
after flipping several seats dur-
ing this year’s elections. State
Comptroller Glenn Hegar has
projected the state will have a
$20 billion surplus at the start of
the 2025 session.

Among the bills already filed:
e Proposed reduction or elimi-

nation of property taxes. State
Rep. Cody Vasut, R-Angleton,
has filed a bill to eliminate
property taxes altogether and
create a committee to exam-
ine “alternative methods
of taxation.” Property taxes
raise $81.5 billion annually,
meaning their elimination
would likely require a marked
increase in sales tax. Other
proposed bills would use the
state’s surplus revenue to par-
tially offset property taxes

e Austin Democrat Donna
Howard filed two bills that
would expand when a health
care provider can legally per-
form an abortion. The state’s
near-total ban on abortion
has resulted in women com-
ing forward with stories of
delayed or denied medical
care, and more than 100 Texas
OB/GYNs signed a letter say-
ing they have been restricted
from providing high-quality
care to their patients.

* School vouchers are certain
to be considered, since they
are a priority of both Gow.
Greg Abbott and Lt. Gov. Dan

Capital Highlights
More than 1,500 bills filed as session approaches

Patrick. Several Republican
opponents of vouchers were
targeted in the primaries and
defeated, making passage of a
measure more likely this ses-
sion, after it failed in 2023.

» Several House Republicans
have filed measures to stop
providing in-state tuition to
some undocumented students
living in Texas, effectively
eliminating the Texas Dream
Act passed in 2001.

+ Lawmakers from both parties
filed bills that seek to ensure
faster responses from utility
companies after power out-
ages caused by storms and
hurricanes. The measures
come after Hurricane Beryl
hit southeast Texas last sum-
mer, leaving millions without
power for days.

TEA releases
final financial

accountability ratings

The  Texas Education
Agency has released its final
2023-2024 financial account-
ability ratings, which show 83%
of Texas public schools earned an
“A” rating, reflecting “a continued
commitment to effective financial
management practices so that
they can best serve students,” a
news release stated.

The ratings are based on
annual financial reports submit-
ted by school districts to TEA,
with districts getting a letter
grade for financial accountabil-
ity and management. A dozen
public school districts and 10
charter schools were rated
substandard and given an “F”
Those districts were Culberson
County-Allamoore, Fannindel,
Karnes City, Shepherd, Denver
City, Tioga, Matagorda, Overton,
Hitchcock, Sunray, Dew, and
Wylie.

Charter schools receiv-
ing failing grades for financial
accountability were Bexar County
Academy, Prelude Preparatory

Charter  School, Academy
of Dallas, Gateway Charter
Academy, Education Center

International Academy, Texas
Preparatory School Westlake

Academy  Charter School,
Rocketship Public Schools, Texas
Empowerment Academy, and
Austin Discovery School.
Readers can look up how
school districts in their area fared
by going here: https://tinyurl.
com/3x8ddmab.

Abbott orders college
tuition freeze for next

two years

Gov. Abbott sent a letter last
week to the state’s public col-
leges and universities saying he
would not support any under-
graduate tuition and fee increases
over the next two years, extend-
ing a tuition freeze already in
place. The Austin American-
Statesman reported Abbott had
discussed the issue with all of the
state’s university system boards
of regents, who supported the
decision.

“Texans face significant rising
costs due to inflation,” Abbott
wrote in the letter. “When
inflation and other economic
pressures burden household bud-
gets, our public universities must
take every step possible to ease
the financial burden on our stu-
dents and their families.”

Abbott signed a law in 2023
that stopped tuition and fee
increases for the 2023-2024
and 2024-2025 academic years.
His proposal would extend that
through 2027.

“I will ensure college afford-
ability remains a top priority for
the state as we head into the next
legislative session,” Abbott wrote.

Water agreement
might bring relief to

South Texas

A change to an 80-year-old
treaty between the U.S. and
Mexico could bring relief to
South Texas farmers grappling
with a drought and scarce water,
according to The Texas Tribune.
Under the amended treaty,
Mexico now has more options to
meet its required water deliver-
ies, which have fallen short in
recent years.

Under the 1944 treaty,
Mexico must deliver 1.75 million

acre-feet of water to the U.S. from
six tributaries every five years, a
deadline it is at high risk of not
meeting. The country still has a
balance of more than 1.3 million
acre-feet of water that is due by
October 2025.

The amendment will allow
Mexico to meet its delivery obli-
gations using other tributaries
not covered by the original treaty,
and by transferring water stored
at the Falcon and Amistad inter-
national reservoirs.

“What’s more important is
we need water transferred at
Amistad and Falcon,” said Sonny
Hinojosa, a water advocate
for Hidalgo County Irrigation
District No. 2, which distributes
water to ranchers and farmers in
the region. “If water gets trans-
ferred, they’ll know they’ll have
a little bit of water for next year.”

The amendment expires in
five years unless extended.

Driest, hottest October

in many decades

The drought is back for
much of Texas after the driest
October since 1952, and the hot-
test since at least 1895, according
to the Texas Water Development
Board’s hydrologist, Dr. Mark
Wentzel. By the end of last
month, nearly three-fourths of
the state was in drought - up 40
percentage points since the end
of September.

Only the northwest corner of
the Panhandle and the southern
tip of Texas received anywhere
near normal precipitation.

Wentzel said the outlook
over the next few months is still
bleak, rain-wise. The latest sea-
sonal drought outlook from the
National Weather Service pre-
dicts all of Texas, except that
corner of the Panhandle, to be
in drought by the end of January
2025.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-
winning Texas journalist. He
published a number of commu-
nity newspapers in Texas dur-
ing a 30-year span, includ-
ing in Longview, Fort Stockton,
Nacogdoches, Lufkin and Cedar
Park. Email: gborders@texaspress.
com

Dr. Don Newbury

newbury@speakerdoc.com

Here comes another “Mother
Hubbard” column.

That’s how  preachers
sometimes describe their ser-
mons--comparable to “Mother
Hubbard” dresses.

They cover everything but
touch nothing.

Why are we not surprised?
Researchers claim that many
companies are taking advantage
of the inflationary climate.

Their deception is
“shrinkflation.”

Some devious practices are
“double-whammies,” with prices
going up and product size going
down.

An egregious example is found
on candy aisles, where Reese’s
Peanut Butter Cup miniatures
tempt many. Theyre even “more
miniature” now and cost more;
prices have skyrocketed 68% in
five years.

Admittedly, higher prices
abound on the other aisles, too.

Manufacturers of paper prod-
ucts have tricked us, too. Most
eyes cross when customers try

called
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Mostly miscellany

to figure the real cost for rolls
of towels and bathroom tissue.
“Squeezing the Charmin” may
soon be a punishable offense.

A political academician used
the color wheel describing the
recent election, generally result-
ing in a “deeper shade of red.”

This is similar to an old
Oklahoma State University
ad that jabbed the University
of Texas, known for its “burnt
orange” school color.

The ad claimed OSU’s to be “a
brighter shade of orange.”

Former Texas A&M Coach R.
C. Slocum--an all-time great--
turned 80 on November 7. The
winningest coach in the history of
both Texas A&M University and
the old Southwest Conference
was flooded with hundreds of
birthday wishes.

This coaching legend “bleeds
maroon.”

But he was born in Orange,
TX. I doubt that the shade was
burnt.

We're used to athletic teams
having “official” connections with
specific companies, as if their
endorsements mean anything.

Here lately, though, the hair on
the back of my neck stiffens when
I see the ad claiming Southwest
Airlines to be the “official airline
of the Southeastern Conference.”
It reminds me of the gutted
Southwest Conference, its death
knell sounding when Arkansas,
Texas, Oklahoma and Texas
A&M bolted for the Southeastern

Conference. I don’t think the
SWC had an “official” airline. An
“official” bus
line? Maybe.
Several of the
schools were
located too
close to each
other to jus-
tify  flights.
Oh, well, if
regional rival-

ries are ever Texas A&M
needed again,  Coaching Great
the TV/NCAA R.C. Slocum
moguls will

tell us.

Come Nov. 30, Texas and
Texas A&M renew a football
rivalry that never should have
ended. They’ll hook wup in
College Station. It won’t be on
Thanksgiving like yesteryear,
when Kkick-off starting times of
the teams’ nationally-televised
games dictated turkey-carving
time.

I rarely eat pie, mostly for
caloric reasons, but a sad memory
surfaces when I do.

For many years, I ate desserts
with abandon. One Thanksgiving,
finding the pecan pie to be excep-
tional, I slipped into the kitchen
to scarf down the remaining sliv-
er of pie. Using the spatula-like
thingy that looked like a mortar
trowel, I stuffed the shiny object
into my mouth, licking it clean
before returning to the dining
room.

There, I was questioned about
blood running down my chin. I
was “found out,” clueless that pie
servers are serrated.

It was Sunday lunchtime when
Southlake’s Philip Odette ordered
“take-out” food for his family. “Be
right back,” he assured.

Before arrival at the restau-
rant, however, he noticed a “FOR
SALE” sign on a ritzy home he'd
always admired, and two more
equally bold words--OPEN
HOUSE--were too much. He
stopped, entered the open front
door and moved about freely, the
aroma of candles luring him from
room to room. How fortunate,
he thought, to be the only one
touring the home. Then, imme-
diate mortification set in. He
was standing in the doorway of
the master bathroom, discover-
ing a woman--amply covered in
a large bath towel--applying eye
make-up.

Saying nothing, he ran from
the premises, floor-boarded his
car and glanced once more at
the sign. In small type under the
large, bold letters--proclaiming
“FOR SALE/OPEN HOUSE”--
the sign read: “2-4 p.m. It was
12:30 at the time.

Dr. Newbury, longtime university
president, continues to speak and
write. The Idle American, begun
in 2003, is one of the nation’s lon-
gest-running syndicated humor
columns. Contact: 817-447-3872.
Email: newbury@speakerdoc.com.
Website: www.speakerdoc.com.
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VOLLEYBALL

Ladycats sweep
Heritage to
reach semis

By Ryan Wade

The Community News

HALTOM CITY - The Aledo
Ladycats volleyball team punched
their ticket to the Class 5A Division
I volleyball state semifinals on
Friday, Nov. 15, as they knocked off
the No. 2 team in Texas in straight
sets, 25-23, 25-17, and 26-24.

“Our entire team was something
special,” Ladycat head coach Claire
Gay said after the match. “They just
rallied for each other. At the end of
the day, that family mentality is just
another level.”

Just days removed from toppling
No. 1, Amarillo, the third-ranked
Ladycats (35-7) made the voy-
age to Haltom City to square off
with a Colleyville Heritage squad
they know all too well. The Lady
Panthers (36-7) have gotten the best
of Aledo in recent years, leaving the
Ladycats with a score to settle.

The victory was the 24th con-
secutive for Aledo, which has not
lost since Aug. 27.

After a back-and-forth battle to
start the night, Colleyville Heritage
was the first to flinch, calling a
timeout with Aledo leading 18-16.
As play resumed, so did the Ladycat

St

rally, as they outpaced the odds-on
favorite, 3-1. The Lady Panthers
were forced to take their second
timeout of the set after falling
behind 21-17.

This time the momentum began
to sway away from Aledo. Colleyville
Heritage went on the offensive,
leaning on their prized outside hit-
ter and BYU commit, Suli Davis.
Davis led the Lady Panthers back to
within striking distance at 23-21, as
Gay called her first timeout of the
night.

The break in action worked to
perfection as Aledo got back to
work. The Ladycats prevailed in set
number one, 25-23 to take an early
advantage.

Aledo started off the second set
right where they left off with Ella
Isbell drawing first blood with a kill
from the middle of the net to get
the action underway. Isbell, who has
progressed by leaps and bounds in
her swan song season, became an
impenetrable force in the middle for
the Ladycat defense in the match,
racking up blocks like an expert
mason building a wall.

Having a top recruit in the
nation is nice to have, but a great
player will only take a team so far
in a team sport. With Colleyville
Heritage running a majority of their
attack through Davis, the duo of
Isbell and Kinley Elms up front

The Ladycat volleyball team embraces at the state semifinals match.

began to match the timing on her
shots across the net. Aledo’s defense
shut down the Lady Panthers to
put the underdogs ahead two sets
to none following a 25-17 second
stanza with Isbell and Elms racking

up seven blocks each in the match.

Isbell also led the Ladycats in
blocks against Amarillo, giving her
13 total blocks in regionals.

Contrarily, the Ladycats mixed
up their offense, keeping Colleyville
Heritage guessing throughout.
Setters Ava Reding and Sophia
Frank were dealing all over the
floor, putting the Ladycat hitters

GEOFF HEPPES/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

in positions to find success. Their
efforts were highly rewarded, as
Reding ended the night with 22
assists while Frank collected a
dozen for herself.

The fight had not left the Lady
Panthers in spite of the deficit they

Turn to SEMIS, page 7

VOLLEYBALL

Magical Ladycats run ends in state-semifinal thriller

Season concludes
in nailbiter against
McKinney North

By Geoff Heppes
The Community News

GARLAND - The Aledo
Ladycats, ranked No. 5 in the state,
entered the gymnasium inside of
the Curtis Culwell Center for their
Tuesday night matchup against the
McKinney North Lady Bulldogs
with plenty of confidence, riding a
24-game winning streak.

However, one of the greatest
seasons in Aledo history came to an
end with a heartbreaking 3-2 loss.

The Ladycats claimed the
Region I crown after taking down
the mighty Colleyville Heritage
Lady Panthers in straight sets dur-
ing their clash in the regional final,
which secured Aledos best post-
season finish since 2017 when they
last reached the state semifinals in
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The No. 5 ranked Aledo Ladycats volleyball team cheer each other on at the state semifinals game.

coach Claire Gay’s first season at
the helm.

In this match, the Ladycats (35-8)
faced the Lady Bulldogs (28-11) - the
Region IT champions — with a spot in
the Class 5A Division I state title on
the line. Aledo and McKinney North
battled in a high-quality match that

needed all five sets to decide the vic-
tor. Ultimately, McKinney North was
able to squeak out the win in a tight
fifth set, as Aledo’s impressive season
came to a close. The final score was
21-25, 25-19, 13-25, 26-24 and 15-13.

“This team - I just love them,”
Gay said. “It’s hard to not get them

to where they wanted to be and to
finish where they wanted to fin-
ish, but they worked really hard
and are just an incredible group of
women - they’re going to do really
big things in life. They loved each
other the whole way through, and it’s

Turn to STATE, page 7

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Lady Eagles
soar to season-
opening win

Pull away from
Sacred Heart
with late run
Staff Reports

The Community News

The Willow Park Trinity
Christian Lady Eagles basketball
team began their season in thrilling
fashion on Friday, Nov. 15, pulling
away late for 60-46 victory over
Sacred Heart of Muenster.

With fans on the edge of their
seats, the Lady Eagles held a 38-37
lead as they entered the final quar-
ter. But a dominant final stanza
performance secured the win and a
promising start to their season.

Turn to EAGLES, page 9
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Proudly serving the great
Southwest for 28 years!

THE TRUSTED SOURCE FOR ALL YOUR

METAL BUILDING COMPONENT NEEDS!
% RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL STEEL ROOFING
¥ GUSTOM TRIM AND FLASHING * PURLIN & TUBING
“ EASY BOLT PRE-FABRICATED STEEL BUILDINGS
# MINI STORAGE SYSTEMS * POWER TOOLS
* VENTS & SKYLIGHTS * HARDWARE & ACCESSORIES
* SYNTHETIC UNDERLAYMENT * INSULATION

* SEALANTS & CLOSURES * CARPORT PACKAGES

817-599-4186 * Fax: 817-599-3326
2100 Burton Street ® Weatherford, Texas 76087

www.metalmarts.com

Cvs

Get your copy of

THE
CovmmuNITY NEWS

at any one of
these locations:

Bearcat Valero
421 N FM 1187

East Parker County Library
201N FM 1187

150 Bailey Ranch Road

Shell - Aledo
401 SFM 1187

The Community News
1015 Champions Drive

L F WILLOW PARK
Brookshire’s
ENERGY EFFICIENT 5118 E I-20 Service Road S
& LOOKS GREAT! East Parker Count
WIND & FIRE RESISTANT Chamber of Gommerce
100 Chuckwagon Trail
Exxon — Tiger Mart
STEEL BUILDINGS 102E1-20
AVAILABLE IN WEATHERFORD
MULTIPLE SIZES Weatherford Chamber
401 Fort Worth Hwy.
1015 Champions Dr.
Aledo « 817-441-7661

Visit us today at

Commum

CREDIT UNIO
You’re worth more (to us)

Weatherford’s #1 Family Credit Union

1911 S. Main St.

ty

(817) 835-5000

www.ftwccu.org

Open to those who live, work, or
attend school in Tarrant, Denton,
Parker, and Johnson Counties.



https://www.community-news.com/stories/state-bound,100019
http://www.ftwccu.org
https://www.community-news.com/stories/lady-eagles-soar-to-season-opening-win,100020
https://www.community-news.com/stories/lady-eagles-soar-to-season-opening-win,100020?
https://www.community-news.com/stories/ladycats-fall-in-the-state-semifinals,99767
https://www.community-news.com/stories/ladycats-fall-in-the-state-semifinals,99767
https://www.community-news.com/stories/state-bound,100019

Events

6

November 22, 2024
THE COMMUNITY NEWS

wWww.community-news.com

More events can be found at www.community-news.com/calendar

Thanksgiving Trot

The 13th annual Marcia
Walters Memorial
Thanksgiving Trot will

be from 8 - 10 a.m. with
the start at 8:30 a.m., on
Thursday, Nov. 28 at Aledo
High School.

Both 5K and 1 mile will have
the same 8:30am start
time this year. Not a run-
ner?? You can walk, crawl
or just come hang out!!
Going to be out of town??

DECEMBER3

Willow Park Christmas
Tree Lighting

Join the City of Willow
Park at 6 p.m. on Tuesday,
December 3rd for the City
of Willow Park Christmas
Tree Lighting! Food, music,
twinkling lights, and of
course an appearance by
the big guy in the red suit!

DECEMBER 5

2nd Annual “It’s A
Bearcat Christmas”
Come join us for a night

of celebrating two of our
favorite things, Christmas
and our Bearcats from

5-7 p.m. on Thursday,
December 5 at Aledo High
School/Daniel Ninth Grade
Campus.

Come see Santa himself
and get a professional fami-
ly photo during a scheduled
time frame.

Tickets: https://aledoef.
networkforgood.com/
events/77502-it-s-a-merry-
bearcat-christmas

100% of proceeds go to
Aledo Education

ERIDAY, DECEMBER6

COHO Christmas Tree
Lighting

Join us for the lighting of
the COHO tree and an eve-
ning of FREE holiday fun
Friday, December 6 from
5:30 - 8 p.m. Enjoy activi-
ties in Santa’s Workshop
and snap a picture with
Santa himself. Take a ride
on the COHO Express,
enjoy activities at com-
munity booths, watch local
stage performances and
more.

DECEMBER 7

Christmas on the Square
Join us in celebrating

the holiday season at
Christmas on the Square,
from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. on
Saturday, Dec. 7. The
Weatherford Lights the
Night Parade 2024 begins
at 6:30 pm (Long route)
Historic Downtown
Weatherford, TX

It is a cherished tradition
that brings the community
together for a day filled
with festive cheer, local
vendors, live entertainment,
children’s activities and
more! The festivities will
conclude with the award
winning, “Weatherford
Lights the Night Parade”,
lighting up the evening with
holiday magic

Christmas Tyme in Aledo
It's the Most Wonderful
Time of the Year and
Christmas Tyme in Aledo
is the perfect way to start
your holiday season! Enjoy
the day with good music,
great food, endless shop-
ping and special visitors
from the North Pole, on
Saturday, December 7,
2024

Craft Fair from 10 a.m.

6 what Texans putup 44
with in the summer
7 Houston has an 45

(disregard) 48
18 overturned in 2022:
___v.Wade
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that don’t sell
21 he directed Texas-
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at a Texas zoo
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Monahans Sandhills 3
State Park (2 wds.)
37 ribs that are barbe- 4

E Globe Life Field
24 The_" ——and 51 comfy room
the Sea 52 TXism: “it don’t

TXism: “ enough
for government work”
San Antonio shoe co.

TXism: “high __
back” (expensive)

ACROSS 41 Palo___ County
1 sore muscle pain 42 Texans have to renew it TEXAS
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Copyright 2024 by Orbison Bros.
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in Robertson
County on U.S.79
noted Cowboy DE:

20
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P-1713

30 the earth in Greek g3 _buepans are 12 TXism: “let’__rip!” Vgq
mythology gTown in Texas 13 where you can get

31 TXism: “raised __ a site for your motor- 51 33 horse color
concrete” (city boy) DOWN home (2 wds.) 34 TXism: “Vll slap ___

32 soaking meat 1 TXism: “thick __ 14 this Osmond was 52 _ new hat size!”
before cooking o “a little bit country” 35 edgy or anxious

34 “daysof " (ago) back” (a lot of) 15 pelvic bones 53 37 TXism: “

35 Amarillo “___-State 2 cheese snacks 16 TX Debbie Reynolds __punch”
Fair & Rodeo” made by Texas 1966 film: “The 38 Brock Marion

36 you can see one at based Frito-Lay Singing ___" 26 mild expression of played for the Boys

annoyance
27 before 18, persons 40 corn
are thesein Texas 41 movie story line
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cued in Texas __“__ Tall”Jones Tyson Sullivan 28 TX Yates who con- 44 Henrietta’s county
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to 4 p.m. - Church at the TX 76008 & Festival - 76008

Downtown Aledo at 104
Maverick Street, Aledo, TX

Crossing Gymnasium @
128 EIm Street Aledo,

FFestival - 5 to 9 p.m.
Admission is FREE!

ONLINE ESTATE AUCTION

213 W Terrace Ct
Aledo, Tx 76008

Guns & Safe, Ethan Allen,
Pool Table, Resin Wicker,
Maytag, Quilters & Crafters,
Electronics, Art, Décor, Coins,
Jewelry, Coleman, Fridge
**500 Lots**

www.TWauctions.hibid.com

Now thru Monday, 11/25/24
10am

TERRY WATERS
AUCTIONEERING

817-372-2215

Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry

Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C.
Michael Ball, D.D.S., P.L.L.C.

Diplomate of American Board of Pediatric Dentistry

Fellow of American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101
Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087

Ofc: 817-441-2425
Fax: 817-441-2491

www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com
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and Service

It’s a local call!
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THE CENTERTX

THE CENTER FOR CANCER AND BLOOD DISORDERS

HOPE IS HERE

EXCITING NEWS!
NEW TECHNOLOGY IN THE FIGHT AGAINST CANCER

This investment in the community brings the latest
cutting-edge techniques. Providing the best care possible for patients
in Parker County and the surrounding communities.

T ATATAYAYA
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e Safe And Reliable

Built-in patient safety features that allow
clinicians to navigate the complexities of
cancer care with confidence

® Advanced Imaging

Advanced imaging Respiration-synchronized
MV/kV radiographs, 4D CBCT, Iterative
CBCT, Triggered Imaging and more

® Flexible Treatment Options

Provides a variety of treatment techniques
such as HyperArc and RapidArc to address a
broad range of cancer cases

Mary Ann Skiba, DO, FACOI

Hematology

Amelia Gunter, MD
General Surgeon

Ray D. Page, DO, PhD, FACOI, FASCO
Medical Oncology/Hematology

Talha Riaz, MD
Medical Oncology/Hematology

Robyn R. Young, MD

Medical Oncology/Hematology Specializing in Breast

Jessica Hals, DO, FACOI
Medical Oncology

Aaron Laine, MD, PhD

Radiation Oncologist

thecentertx.com

& 817-759-7000 %= npc@txcc.com (s
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920 Santa Fe Dr ¢ Weatherford, Texas 76086

CITY OF WILLOW PARK, TEXAS

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING THE CREATION OF THE BEALL-DEAN RANCH PUBLIC
IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

Pursuant to Section 372.009(c) and (d) of the Texas Local Government Code, as amended (the “Act”),
notice is hereby given that the City Council of the City of Willow Park, Texas (“City”), will hold a public
hearing to accept public comments and discuss the petition (the “Petition”) filed by the person identified
in the Petition (the “Petitioner”), requesting that the City create a public improvement district within the
extraterritorial jurisdiction of the City to be referred to as the Beall-Dean Ranch Public Improvement
District (the “District”).

Date, Time, and Place of the Hearing. The public hearing will start at or after 6:00 p.m., December 10,
2024, at Willow Park City Hall, 120 El Chico Trail, Suite A, Willow Park, Texas 76087.

General Nature of the Proposed Authorized Improvements. The general nature of the proposed public

improvements to be provided by the District that are necessary for the development of the Property within
the District and which shall promote the interests of the City and confer a special benefit upon the Property,
may include: (i) acquisition, construction, and improvement of street, roadway and sidewalk improvements,
including related drainage, utility relocation, signalization, landscaping, lighting, signage, off-street park-

ing and right-of-way; (i) acquisition, construction, and improvement of water, wastewater, and drainage
improvements and facilities; (iii) establishment and improvement of parks, trails and recreational facilities
improvements; (iv) projects similar to those listed above authorized by the Act, including similar off-site
projects that provide a benefit to the Property within the District; (v) acquisition of real property or interests
in real property in connection with each Authorized Improvement; (vi) payment of costs, including, without
limitation, design, engineering, permitting, legal, required payment, performance and maintenance bonds,
bidding, support, construction, construction management, administrative and inspection costs, associated

associated with special supplemental services for improvement and promotion of the District as approved
by the City including services related to advertising, promotion, health and sanitation, water and waste-
water, public safety, security, business recruitment, development, recreation, and cultural enhancement
related to the public improvements listed in (i) through (v) above; (viii) payment of costs of establishing,
administering, and operating the District, as well as the interest, costs of issuance, reserve funds, or
credit enhancement of bonds issued for the purposes described in (i) through (viii) above (collectively, the
“Authorized Improvements”). The Authorized Improvements shall promote the interest of the City and con-
fer a special benefit upon the property within the District.

Estimated Cost of the Authorized Improvements. The current estimated total cost of the proposed
Authorized Improvements is $75,000,000.

Proposed District Boundaries. The District is proposed to include property owned by the Petitioner con-
sisting of approximately 317.732 acres of property generally located south of Interstate Highway [-12, west
of EM. 1187, and north of E. Bankhead Highway, and within the extraterritorial jurisdiction of the City, as
more particularly described by a metes and bounds description available at the Willow Park City Hall and
available for public inspection.

Proposed Method of Assessment. The City shall levy assessments on each parcel within the District in

a manner that results in imposing equal shares of the costs on property similarly benefited. Each assess-
ment may be paid in part or in full at any time (including interest), and certain assessments may be paid in
annual installments (including interest). If the City allows an assessment to be paid in installments, then the
installments must be paid in amounts necessary to meet annual costs for those Authorized Improvements
financed by the assessment and must continue for a period necessary to retire the indebtedness on those
Authorized Improvements (including interest).

Proposed Apportionment of Cost between the District and the City. The City will not be obligated to

provide any funding to finance the Authorized Improvements, other than from assessments levied in the
District. No City property in the District shall be assessed. The Petitioner may fund certain improvements
from other funds available to the Petitioner.

Objections During the public hearing, any interested person may speak for or against the establishment of
the District and the advisability of the improvements to be made for the benefit of the property within the
District. Written and oral objections will be considered at the hearing.

with developing and financing the public improvements listed in (i) through (v) above; (vii) payment of costs
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faced heading into set number three.
Once again, the Ladycats got on the
board first thanks to some trickery by
Elms, who caught the Lady Panthers
on their heels with a quick hit into the
middle of their defense. It appeared
as though the Ladycats were going to
run away with the final set early on
as they went up 7-3 before Colleyville
Heritage called a timeout.

However, the Lady Panthers
came out of the break invigorated.
Slugging their way back into the
set, the two squads ended up in a
tie at 13-all when Gay used her first
timeout of the third frame.

The two teams went blow-for-
blow, as neither squad was willing to
concede the advantage. Colleyville
Heritage took their first lead of the
set at 20-19. The lead was short
lived, with the Ladycats answering
right back to tie it up at 20-20.

Aledo called their second time-
out as the Lady Panthers went up
21-20. Colleyville Heritage used
their final timeout moments later
with the score tied at 22.

“[Colleyville Heritage] isn’t
going to give up,” commended Gay.
“They’re going to find a way to
score. They started tipping on us in
the third set and it started working
for them. Then it was just a dogfight
to the end. I told our girls, if you
drop set three, were going five, so
you have to win this right now.”

With both clubs out of timeouts
and the score tied, it was a sprint
to the finish. Ultimately, it was the
Ladycats who prevailed, 26-24;, hoist-
ing the regional championship trophy
as they move on to the state semi-
finals for the first time since 2017,
Gay’s first season as Ladycats coach.

“All respect goes to their program
and their coaches. I feel like we were
the underdog coming in. People
anticipated they would knock us out
again. Our girls weren’t having it.
They were tired of it. I think that’s
a huge compliment to our team,’
Gay said. “They stepped up. They
kept their composure. They played
consistently as a team. They were
respectful throughout. I think that
was a huge moment for them.”

Elms did a remarkable job of
mixing up her fastball and change-
up, keeping the Lady Panthers off
balance as she led the Ladycats in
kills with 14. Alyssa Todd notched a
dozen Kkills of her own with several
coming from the middle of the floor.

Todd and Ella Meador led the
Ladycats with 13 digs each while
patrolling the back line. Kenrie
Pruitt ended the night right in the
mix with a dozen digs of her own.

While Isbell and Elms combined
for 14 blocks in the match, Haley
Lowe earned five of her own as the
trio made it a tough night up front for
Davis and the Lady Panthers.

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Ladycats suffer first defeat of the season

Decatur rallies in
second half

By Ryan Wade
The Community News

In spite of being without the
services of seniors Kinley Elms
and Ella Isbell, who were with the
Ladycats volleyball team in their
quest for a state title, Aledo’s var-
sity girls hoops squad is off to a
solid start under new head coach,
Donny Ott.

The Ladycats, ranked No. 13 in
Class 5A by the Texas Association

RYAN WADE/THE COMMUNITY NEWS
Tiara Butler fends off a pair of
defenders as she scores two of her
10 points against Decatur.

of Basketball Coaches, entered their
game against the No. 4 in 4A Decatur
Lady Eagles with an unblemished
4-0 record. Decatur (6-2) handed
the hosting Ladycats their first loss
of the season, 41-38, in a highly
physical matchup on Tuesday, Nov.
19.

But for Ott, there were a lot of
positives he saw in his ballclub.

“Anybody in attendance just
saw a phenomenal high school bas-
ketball game by both teams,” Ott
gushed after the game. “I can’t in
any way be disappointed at all with
our effort. I thought we battled for
four quarters. It was just an incred-
ible high school basketball game.
Unfortunately, we just didn’t make
enough plays to finish it.”

As tightly contested as the game
was on the scoreboard throughout,
it was even more so on the floor.
Aledo got out early on the Lady
Eagles after Elizabeth Griffin and
Brooklyn Dempsey splashed back-
to-back three-pointers to put the
Ladycats up 6-2 with just over six
minutes left in the opening stanza.

Decatur opted to use their
first timeout of the half following
Dempsey’s long-range drop in order
to keep the home team from run-
ning away with the game early.

As play resumed the pace up and
down the floor was only matched by
the level of physicality inflicted by
both teams. An unwillingness by the

officiating crew to blow the whistle
for fouls left players at both ends of
the floor with little choice than to
meet force with force.

In the midst of the frenetic pace
and the battle royal taking place up
and down the court, the Ladycats
held their own in the first quarter.
Griffin tickled the twine with her
second three-pointer of the quarter
with 1:40 left to play, increasing
Aledo’s lead to 11-5 with the clock
winding down.

The Lady Eagles answered back
with a three of their own to cut the
lead in half as the quarter came to a
close with the Ladycats holding the
advantage, 11-8.

As the second quarter got under-
way, the game only became more
physical. The two teams went shot-
for-shot on the scoreboard and push
for push on the floor.

Yet, the Ladycats kept plugging
away led by Griffin and Dempsey,
as the home team took a 23-18 lead
into the break.

As the second half got underway,
Decatur began to find their stride.
The Lady Eagles posted their best
scoring quarter of the game with
15 points, as they regained the lead
for the first time since the opening
bucket less than a minute into the
game.

Defensively, Decatur had an
answer for everyone on the floor
sporting an Aledo jersey except for

Tiara Butler. She refused to back
down as she fought tooth and nail
down in the paint. Her tenacity in
the third quarter kept the Ladycats
in the game as she accounted for all
seven of Aledo’s points in the frame.

With Aledo trailing by three,
33-30, to start the fourth quarter,
the officiating crew began to reign
in the physicality. The teams bat-
tled down the stretch with Griffin
knocking down a three-pointer with
17 seconds left in regulation.

However, Decatur was in the
bonus and Aledo was forced to foul
in order to preserve the clock. The
Lady Eagles sank both free throws,
increasing the lead back to three
points and thus, producing the final.

“It was extremely physical,” Ott
noted. “It was rough. It was both
ways. But the thing I'm most proud
about is our kids didn’t back down.
They competed hard. They fought
tooth and nail.

“I feel 125-percent like we got
better tonight. All those kids in
there, I know theyre gassed, but
I'm just proud to be their coach
right now knowing I have a team
that fights that hard”

Ladycats vs. Decatur — Nov. 19

Decatur 8 10 15 8-41
Aledo 11 12 7 8-38

Aledo scoring: Elizabeth Griffin 13, Tiara Butler 10,
Brooklyn Dempsey 7, Kate Jackson 6, Brenna Clock 2.

STATE
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fun to coach a group of girls in it for
the right reasons, not to be selfish. It
was such a blessing this year because
they added so much joy to my life.”

Aledo secured an early 6-2 edge
fueled by Kkills from seniors Morgan
Estevez and Kinley Elms - who gave
McKinney North’s talented back line
fits all night with a barrage of power-
ful attacks from the right side. A few
points later, senior Haley Lowe ham-
mered Kkills at 9-6 and 11-9 to keep
the opposition at bay. After that,
star junior Alyssa Todd tatted the
back line for a kill to make it a 12-10
lead. Then, senior setter Ava Reding
served an ace that extended the lead
to 15-10 and forced McKinney North
to call a timeout in the process.

The Lady Bulldogs pulled to
within a point on a 7-2 run that
forced Gay to call a timeout. The
teams continued to exchange points,
with Aledo’s last lead coming at
21-20 after a kill by Todd and an
ace from senior libero Kenrie Pruitt.
However, the Lady Bulldogs stole
the first set after ending the opening
frame on a 4-0 scoring run.

In the second set, Estevez and
senior Ella Isbell got Aledo going in
the early action. Later, Aledo took its
first lead at 14-13 following an ace
from Todd and a tip by Elms. Isbell,
a defensive stalwart up front for
Aledo, blocked a McKinney North
attack for a 16-13 advantage that
forced the Lady Bulldogs to call a
timeout. After that, Elms put down a
big kill for a 20-16 lead and Estevez
followed with one of her own two
points later for a 21-17 margin. From
there, the Ladycats scored four of the
final six points to even the match at
one set apiece.

McKinney North roared back
with a strong, 12-point win in the
third set, and Gay got her troops
ready to rally from there.

“They haven't been battle tested
like that in a while, and I just had to
remind them that they (McKinney
North) are a good team just like
weTre a good team,” Gay said. “You
just have to trust what got us here,
buy into each other and you can’t
worry about the errors and mistakes.
You have to play for the next point,
and their backs were against the wall
and they fought hard.”

With their backs firmly against
the wall, the Ladycats answered the

bell and responded with a strong,
gutsy effort in the fourth set. Aledo
trailed the entire fourth set until
the late stages, when a massive Kkill
from Elms and a net violation by
McKinney North tied the score at
19-all. Then, the first lead (20-19)
came off a double contact penalty by
the Lady Bulldogs. After McKinney
North knotted the score at 20-20,
Todd hammered home a Kkill for a
21-20 lead, but the Lady Bulldogs
responded by scoring the next two to
see-saw back in front, 22-21.

Then, the scales tipped back
in Aledo’s favor with two Ladycat
points - a Todd kill and a McKinney
North error. The trend continued as
McKinney North got a pair of points
that put them within one point of
a spot in the state championship
game. Despite that, Todd - with
nerves of steel — delivered a clutch
kill that tied the match at 24-24.
After that, Pruitt served another ace
and McKinney North committed a
hitting error that brought the semi-
final bout to a sudden death fifth set.

Elms opened the fifth set with
a loud Kkill for Aledo. Then, Estevez
produced back-to-back kills for a
5-3 advantage, but the opposition
stuck its nose out in front 8-6 after

a 5-1 scoring run. Trailing 11-9, Elms
became the offensive focal point
as she continued to deliver clutch,
timely kills to keep Aledo within
a point. Her last kill of the match
trimmed McKinney North’s lead to
14-13, but the Lady Bulldogs got the
deciding Kkill to edge the Ladycats,
ending their tremendous season.

“No discredit to the other two
teams playing tonight to get to the
state championship, but I feel like
that was a true match to see in the
finals,” Gay said. “I mean, Region I
and II, you've got a lot of talent here
and we've battled each other all year
long. Again, 'm not taking anything
away from the teams down south
because they have really good vol-
leyball programs, but I just think
this was a matchup of two really
good, very similar volleyball teams,
and they just made fewer errors than
we did.”

Aledo won District 5-5A,
achieved a top-five state ranking,
defeated its 2023 playoff nemesis
(Colleyville Heritage) in straight sets
to claim Region I, collected 35 wins
and completed a perfect sweep of its
district competition without drop-
ping a single set.

Jim Martin - reacor:

5189 E. [-20 Service Rd N
Suite 106
Willow Park, TX 76087

Office: 817.441.2255
Cell: 817.538.6846

Jim@MartinLandSales.com

TX BROKER®

RailheadRealty.com

CASAS LAWNCARE

[FawnMaintenance
[IEMulchrAndiGravel

BEE E@TUMZE&TE@

682 240 7853

Check out our businesses

for sale at tworld.com

(i) TRANSWORLD

Business Advisors

Business Sales + Franchises * Mergers & Acquisitions

O: 682-888-0601
C:817-888-0178

I-20 ANIMAL HOSPITAL
817-341-3331

GENERAL PET WELLNESS

Digital including dental
e LASER THERAPY
e Computed Tomography
(CT scan)-NEW!
3713 Fort Worth Hwy
Hudson Oaks, TX 76087

OPEN 24 HOURS
DAILY

e EMERGENCY & CRITICAL

HEALTH CARE CARE 1M
« INTERNAL MEDICINE e COMPLETE IN-HOUSE @
e SURGERY LABORATORY

General and Advanced * DENTAL CARE 3)
e RADIOLOGY General and Advanced ( 4)

* ULTRASONOGRAPHY
* ONCOLOGY
e ENDOSCOPY

Between Exits 415 and 414

www.I-20animalhospital.com

1

needs;

Request for Bids

The Town of Annetta North, Texas is seeking qualified bids for the
labor, materials, construction, and installation of one Upper Trinity
Aquifer or other suitable aquifer public water supply well and related
appurtenances. The well can be powered by AC power or by Solar
power and should include a minimum of a 2,500-gallon storage
tank, a method of distribution and a method of purification.

Bids will be received by the Town of Annetta North, Texas P. 0. Box
1238 Aledo, Texas 76008, or by email at secretary@annettanorth.

com until 5:00 p.m. on December 10, 2024. Bids will be opened and
read aloud on Tuesday, December 10, 2024 at 7:00pm.

The Town shall select the bidder who provides the best value to the
Town, and reserves the right to reject any and all bids. In determin-
ing the best value, the Town may consider the following criteria:

the purchase price;
the reputation of the bidder and of the bidder’s goods or services;
the quality of the goods or services;
the extent to which the goods or services meet the Town’s

(5) the bidder’s past relationship with the Town; and

(6) the total long-term cost to the Town to acquire the goods or
services.

For additional bid specifications or more information, please contact
Sheila Elmore at secretary@annettanorth.com

Ginger Adams

gadams@tworld.com

www.tworld.com/weatherford

M ORTHODONTICS

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

MyserOrtho.com + 817-441-8700 - Aledo & Willow Park
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TexSCAN Week of
Nov. 17-23, 2024

CHARITY

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup
and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car
Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today!

ENERGY

Backup power — peace of mind. Get a standard
warranty of 7 years, $849 value. Call 888-925-0261,
Briggs & Stratton Energy Solutions.

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a
generator. It’s a power move.

EVENTS

Pleasanton, TX — Merry on Main, Dec. 6 & 7. Light
parade, fireworks, a variety of vendors, live music,
carols, Little Miss Merry on Main, and the lighting of
the Christmas tree that marks the start of the season.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath
or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time,
waving ALL installation costs! (Additional terms
apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. (Offer
ends 12/29/24.) Call 1-855-965-0841.

Olshan Foundation Solutions. Your trusted
foundation repair experts since 1933. Foundation
repair. Crawl space recovery. Basement waterproofing.
‘Water management and more. Free evaluation. Limited
time up to $250 off foundation repair. Call Olshan
844-736-4590.

Wesley Financial Group, LLC — Timeshare
Cancellation Experts. Over $50,000,000 in timeshare
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free informational
package and learn how to get rid of your timeshare!
Free consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. Call
855-501-6864.

MEDICAL

Medicare questions? Hermann Sons Life has you
covered. Retiring, new to Medicare, questions about
changes to your current coverage — real answers
from your trusted Hermann Sons Life Medicare Agent.
Hermannsonslife.org, 210-527-9113, 877-437-6261.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467
www.dentalSOplus.com/txpress #6258

OIL & GAS RIGHTS

‘We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

WATER DAMAGE

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:
A small amount of water can lead to major damage
in your home. Our trusted professionals do complete
repairs to protect your family and your home’s value!
Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027. Have zip code of service
location ready when you call!

WANTED

Need Extra Cash — I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes
—Travel Trailers, 5Sth Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition — Old/New, Dirty
or Clean! I PAY CAS$H. No Title — No Problem, we
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network
200 Participating Texas Newspapers ¢ Regional Ads
Start At $250 + Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the

Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

SERVICES

BEAUTIFUL DOORS
REFINISHED BY TENNYSON
Beautiful Doors Refinished

by tennyson/ Front Doors,
Garage Doors, Also,: Shutters,
Wood Trim , Weather Stripping,
Hardware, Door Adjustments
& More! Call or Text 817-305-
3087. Thank You!
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ONLINE ESTATE AUCTION

213 W Terrace Ct
Aledo, Tx 76008

Guns & Safe, Ethan Allen,
Pool Table, Resin Wicker,
Maytag, Quilters & Crafters,
Electronics, Art, Décor, Coins,
Jewelry, Coleman, Fridge
**500 Lots**

www.TWauctions.hibid.com

Now thru Monday, 11/25/24
10am

TERRY WATERS
AUCTIONEERING

817-372-2215

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS

The City of Aledo (“City”) is pleased to issue this Request for
Qualifications (“RFQ”) to identify experienced and qualified firms to
provide on-call professional services for future projects.

The City is requesting Statements of Qualifications (“S0Q”) regarding
professional services across various disciplines including General
Engineering, Stormwater Drainage Design, Water/Sewer Utility Design,
Right-of-way/Property Services, Landscaping Design, and Construction
Materials Testing & Special Inspection as more fully defined in this RFQ.

Submittals will only be accepted until 2:00 p.m. on Monday,
December 2, 2024.

Bid # PW-2024-007
CITY OF ALEDO - RFQ FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

RFQ documents may be obtained in person from Aledo City Hall,
104 Maverick Street, Aledo, Texas 76008, or downloaded at www.
aledotx.gov. RFQ documents will be ready for pickup on and after
November 8, 2024.

The City’s website will be updated with addenda, additional reports,
or other information relevant to the RFQ. It is the sole responsibility
of all plan holders, whether they have received digital downloads or
paper copies of the plans and specifications, to periodically check
for addenda that may have been posted on the City’s website.

There will be a non-mandatory, pre-submittal conference on
November 21, 2024 at 10:00 AM. The pre-submittal conference
will be held at the Aledo Community Center Conference Room, 104
Robinson Court, Aledo, Texas 76008.

Interested firms should submit all inquiries and/or questions
concerning this RFQ to the person identified below by Monday,
November 25, 2024, at 5:00 P.M. Questions that result in changes
to the RFQ will be answered in writing and copies distributed to bid-
ders of record in the form of an addendum.

Luis Gatica, P.E., CFM
104 Maverick Street
Aledo, Texas 76008

817.441.7016

Igatica@aledotx.gov

Advertisement dates:
November 8, 2024
November 15, 2024
November 22, 2024
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TOWN OF ANNETTA NORTH
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE
TOWN OF ANNETTA NORTH WILL CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING
AT 7:00 P.M. ON DECEMBER 10, 2024 AT ANNETTA METHODIST
CHURCH, 2836 FM 5, ANNETTA, TEXAS ADOPTING THE TOWN’S
2025 BUDGET

//SE
ROBERT SCHMIDT, MAYOR

Notice of Public Hearing
Notice is hereby given that the Planning and Zoning of the City of
Aledo, Parker County, Texas will conduct public hearings in the
Aledo Community Center, 104 Robinson Court, Aledo, Texas.

Public Hearing Planning and Zoning Commission

Location: Aledo Community Center

104 Robinson Court

Aledo, Texas 76008
Date: Thursday, December 12, 2024
Time: 6:00 P.M.

The purpose of the hearing is to receive input regarding consider-
ation of the following:

1) Public Hearing to consider and recommend amendment
to Article 6, Definitions, of the City of Aledo, Unified
Development Code (UDC) pertaining to signage

For further information or questions regarding these public hearings,
please contact the City of Aledo at (817)441-7016.

Published in The Community News and posted at Aledo City Hall on
November 22, 2024.

Staci L. King, City Secretary

community-news.com

Notice of Public Hearing

Notice is hereby given that the City Council of the City of Aledo,
Parker County, Texas, will conduct a public hearing in the Aledo
Community Center, 104 Robinson Court, Aledo, Texas, on Thursday,
December 5, 2024 at 6:00 p.m.

Public Hearing Aledo City Council

Location: Aledo Community Center
104 Robinson Court
Aledo, Texas 76008
Date: Thursday, December 5, 2024
Time: 6:00 P.M.

The purpose of the hearings is to receive input regarding consider-
ation of the following:

1) Public Hearing to consider and recommend amendment to
Landscaping and Screening standards in the City of Aledo,
Unified Development Code (UDC); and

2) Public Hearing to consider and recommend amendment to
Article 4, Signage, standards in the City of Aledo, Unified
Development Code (UDC)

For further information or questions regarding these public hearings,
please contact the City of Aledo at (817)441-7016.

Published in The Community News and posted at Aledo City Hall on
November 22, 2024.

Staci L. King, City Secretary

Business Cards

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS®

Financial Advisor

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100
Aledo, TX 76008

Bus. 817-441-
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

4108 * Fax 800-656-0301

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

CALEB W. COX
817-980-2709

Vanity Tops
Whirlpool Tubs

Weatherford,

Tubs
Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE

2927 Greenlee Park Trail

Texas 76088

Natural Granite ¢ Solid Surface ¢ Silestone

817-341-8970

HEARING
CARE CENTER

7

4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702

Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre

Phone: 817.263.1971

CHAPPELL

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com

i

Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

Fences, Roofing, Tile

(817) 249-2028

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t
Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry

Ken Hartman, Proprietor

and Sheetrock Repair

Beadf el Dog,,,
REFINISHED
Front Doors * Garage Doors
Shutters » Wood Trim
Wood Replacement
Weatherstripping

Mike & Aaron Tennyson
817-305-3087
Call or Text

We have lots of room
for your stuff!

1187 MINI STORAGE

1515 E. FM 1187 - Aledo, Texas - 81 7-504-7662
Call for availability - Boat & RV parking - $50
10x10 $65 * 10x20 $95 » 10x30 $140
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LANCE NORMAN ROOFING

* COMPOSITION SHINGLES
* WOOD SHINGLES

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL * NEW ROOFS « REROOFS

Insurance Claims Handled * REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 - mobile (817) 996-2726

Office: 817-565-4658
Talk and text 817-771-9661

ROSS GUTTERS

In Business Since 1995

5 & 6 Inch Seamless Gutters ¢ Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial «+ New & Repair

FREE SPLASH BLOCKS FOR A LIMITED TIME

* KIMBERLY MEYER,

% ABR, CRS, GRI
R— REALTOR®
CS,&S}’Q'E%L Cell (817) 929-0347

REALTY kimberly.meyer@cbdfw.com

5924 Convair Drive #420
, TX 76109
www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer !

Fort Worth

Global Luxury

Y

@Opcratcd by a subsidary m
= of NRT, LLC

Specialist

THE
CommuniTY NEWS

PO. Box 1031, Aledo, TX « 817-441-7661
@ www.community-news.com
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BASKETBALL

Boys hoops season tips off

Local schools
looking to build on

previous success

By Geoff Heppes
The Community News

Boys basketball teams have
begun taking the court for the
start of the 2024-25 hardwood
season across the Lone Star
State. Local schools, such as the
Aledo Bearcats, the Weatherford
Kangaroos and the Willow Park
Trinity Christian Eagles have
recently begun their respective
regular seasons and each program
has high expectations coming in.

New Aledo coach out to

establish strong culture

Similarly to the Ladycats, the
Bearcats basketball program had a
void to fill at the head coach posi-
tion following the 2023-24 season
after James Robinson’s departure.
With that, Aledo introduced first-
year head coach Brian Blackburn
to lead the boys basketball squad,
and Blackburn is emphasizing
the importance of establishing a
strong culture.

“I would say that our culture
is simple to describe, but hard
to maintain,” Blackburn said. “We
expect excellence on the court, in
the classroom and in the com-
munity with our players. The
characteristics we use to foster this
culture is passion, servant leader-
ship, thankfulness, togetherness
and toughness. If we are striving
for these things daily, then our
team will have a successful season.”

Character and success will go
hand in hand for Aledo, who is
returning key players and promot-
ing new faces to lead the charge
against the opposition. With
their strengths lying in depth,
experience and competitiveness,
Blackburn expects his veterans to
lead the charge.

‘Joaquin Pacheco is a return-
ing all-district player from last
year who has started the season

off strong offensively,” Blackburn
said. “Townes VanHuysen is a
forward who has been practicing
great and that has carried over to
games. We also have two sopho-
mores in Caden Cunningham and
Josiah Jenkins who we are excited
about contributing on varsity this
season.”

Blackburn isn’t focused on the
district title, a certain number of
wins or astronomical statistics.
Instead, the focus will remain on
the process and the diligence that
comes with it.

“We really don’t have a ton
of ‘goals’ in the traditional term,”
Blackburn said. “Right now, all we
are focusing on are things we feel
like we must achieve like being
great in practice, preparing like a
champion, and staying connected
as a team.”

Kangaroos want more

history

The Weatherford Kangaroos
are coming off a historic season
that saw the program reach the
postseason for the second time in
nearly two decades under head
coach Neal Welch, who led the
Roos to the playoffs in his first
year at the helm. Now, it’s about
establishing consistency to make
the postseason again in another
tough district.

“We preach process over
results, so our main goal is to
continually get better each day,’
Welch said. “We have a long way
to go to be able to compete in our
district. Last year was great for our
program moving forward. Making
the playoffs hadn’t happened here
much, but we are now focused on
this season and trying to repeat
and get into the postseason in a
very tough district.”

Despite losing key seniors such
as Kane Chandler, Aidan Fry and
Blaine Kapka, the Roos return a
pair of key contributors from the
2023 season and will also feature
new faces who Welch expects to
contribute.

“Brendan Ballard and Deshaun
Lewis are returning from last year’s
team, and both players have put in
a lot of hard work to get to where
they are today as key contributors
on our team,” Welch said. “Both
guys can do it all on offense and
defense, so we plug them into dif-
ferent positions to get the most out
of our team. Alex Rodden, Aidan
Pool, Thomas Loa, Land Morris,
Brady Mills, and Micah Moore will
all see playing time and help in
different ways. Cristian Taylor and
Trevor Poetsch will also see time
this year”

Furthermore, Welch said his
team’s biggest overall strength is
their diversity on both ends of the
floor. He also touted his team’s
high basketball IQ, where his guys
can diagnose and execute adjust-
ments implemented into the game
plan. Welch hopes these aspects
pour over into the established cul-
ture he is trying to deepen this
season.

“We Play Harder is our motto,
and we try to instill that daily
in practice,” Welch said. “We are
continually building toughness
through everything we do in prac-
tice and in non-district games to
build up to our district season. Our
guys are responding well to all of
our coaches who coach our kids
very hard. As the head coach, I can
see the increase of the buy-in from
our players throughout our entire
program and it’s a joy to coach all
of these guys.”

TCA out to take one

more step

On the private school circuit,
the Trinity Christian Eagles enter
the year with confidence after
nearly making the postseason a
year ago. With plenty to build off
of, the Eagles - led by head coach
Jeff Peterson — plan to approach
the season with a positive mindset
while maintaining a high level of
work ethic.

“Our main goal is to take joy
in our team, our competition and

our challenges,” Peterson said.
“With that being said, we are try-
ing to build on our success last
year. We won 16 games last season
and made a strong push for play-
off qualification but ultimately fell
short by one game. This season
we are competing in a new-look
TAPPS 4A District 1. The district
will be a challenge but we will
challenge for a playoff berth.”

Although TCA’s opposition will
be strong, the experienced Eagles
will rely on their veteran leader-
ship throughout the roster, along
with a new big man to bolster the
team’s overall strength.

“We are blessed to have six
seniors in our group this season,”
Blackburn said. “Sam Carson
will lead the charge as a return-
ing starter from last season. Along
with Carson, we are expecting big
things from Cole Massey, Reed
Robbins, John Chrane, and Bo
Blauser as they move into bigger
roles this season. Our final senior,
Scott Smith, is a transfer from a
local school who will add to our
length and firepower. Aside from
our seniors, our coaching staff is
looking forward to seeing 6-foot-6
junior Jonathan Overholt contrib-
ute in a big way as he steps into a
varsity role.”

Whatever result the sea-
son may bring, Peterson and the
team’s commitment to exuding joy
remains steadfast and has trans-
lated over into the effectiveness
of the preseason program. Now,
they aim to infuse that energy into
the regular season and hopefully
beyond.

“As I said earlier, Joy is our
main emphasis. We want to take
joyin all things,” Peterson said. “We
have seen our players embrace this
mantra in the strong way that we
have attacked this preseason. Guys
have been working hard in the
weight room and on the court. We
believe a joyful team leads to on
court success, and we are certainly
heading in the right direction.”

GOLF
Aledo teams wrap
up fall season

Ladycats win two
tourneys, boys third

Staff Reports

The Community Ness

The Aledo High School golf teams
wrapped up the fall portion of their
2024-25 schedule recently. The Ladycats
Black and Orange teams each won a
tournament, and the Bearcats Black
placed third.

The Ladycats Black won the
Tangleridge Two Step hosted by
Mansfield Lake Ridge at Tangle Ridge
Golf Course in Grand Prairie. They had
a team score of 710 to edge Mansfield by
two strokes.

Emily Crick posted a two-day score of
151 to place second individually.

In that same tournament, the
Bearcats Black placed third, recording
a two-day total of 614, seven shots back.
Braden Strokes shot 145 for two rounds
to place third individually.

In the Burleson Tournament at
Hidden Creek Golf Course, the Ladycats
Orange also took the top spot with a 389.
They won by a whopping 32 strokes.

Sydney Purdon led Aledo Orange
with a 91 to finish third individually.

EAGLES

from page 5

Leading the charge for TCA was
junior Emily Ickert, who put on a scoring
display, racking up 32 points. Her offen-
sive explosion kept the Lady Eagles in the
game, and her leadership was key as TCA
pulled away in the closing minutes.

Support came from her teammates,
as freshman Alex Ickert contributed 15
points, while senior Ella Cockrum added
7 points. Sophomore Raegan Smith
scored 5 points, and freshman Michaela
DeVenuto rounded out the scoring with
1 point.

The Lady Eagles weathered Sacred
Heart’s challenges in the early stages of the
game, and ultimately demonstrated their
depth and resilience in the second half.

TCA will be back in action on Friday,
Nov. 22, at home against Bethesda
Christian at 7 p.m.

Residential & Commercial

* Topsoils & Custom
Soil Blends

* Compost & Mulches
* Rock & Sand Products

800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD

ALEDO, TEXAS
HOURS: M-F 8-5 «SAT 8-2

“Are you growing with us?”

Serving North Texas

since /1986
Pick up or Delivery Available

817-441-7777

WWW.CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM

Our family
serving

your family
since 1908.

White's
Funeral Home

130 Houston Ave. ® Weatherford
817-596-4811

www.whitesfuneral.com

10:00 AM

WORSHIP WIIH US Al

united methodist church

your church since 1878

Sundays

Contemporary Service 9am
Traditional Service 11am

AdultBible Study:

“.Childiiert’s JAM (K-5th)_
Students‘@the Quad?

Vécal and Bell Choirs.

£,

i

AS YOU ARE

Sunday Mornings:

9:30am Small Group

10:65am Worship

CROSSING

Locofeq in Downtown Aledo
wwuwJ.crossingaledo.com

Sunday Service

Papkrr County Cowpoy CHURCH

817-901-9455
5050 S Hwy 5

PCCC

I’ EVERYONE WELCOME

WWW.PCCOWBOYCHURCH.ORG

[

OLY
DEEMER

CATHOLIC PARISH

16250 Old Weatherford Road

For current Mass Times visit our website at:
www.HolyRedeemerAledo.org
For more information contact the Parish Office at 817-441-3500

WA

Old Weatherford Rd

Fi 3325

1-20

FM 1187

Aledo, Texas



http://www.whitesfuneral.com
http://www.clearforkmaterials.com
https://www.community-news.com/stories/boys-hoops-season-tips-off,100021?
https://www.community-news.com/stories/lady-eagles-soar-to-season-opening-win,100020?
https://www.community-news.com/stories/aledo-teams-wrap-up-fall-season,100023

10 November 22, 2024

LADYCAT

OF THE WEEK

_ el Ella Isbell
S Volleyball

The senior registered six blocks and three
kills in a 3-0 regional semifinals win over
Amarillo, followed by seven blocks and
three kills in a 3-0 sweep of Colleyville
Heritage in the regional semifinals.
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BEARCAT

OF THE WEEK

Alex Patton
Football

The sophomore defensive back returned an
interception 51 yards in the Bearcats’ 63-7
victory against Saginaw Chisholm Trail at
Tim Buchanan Stadium on Friday, Nov. 15..
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FOOTBALL

Bearcats, Eagles meet for only second time

First was last season

By Rick Mauch
The Community News

Aledo and Abilene have been
playing football for a long time,
the Bearcats first taking the field in
1946 and Abilene going back well
over a century, with their first state
championship coming in 1923.

However, the teams have only
played each other one time - last
season, when the Bearcats won
56-21 in the regional final en route
to their 12th state championship in
program history. It was also their
second straight.

The Eagles have seven state
titles of their own, with most com-
ing in their early years. Their most
recent was in 2009, the same year
Aledo began its dominant run of 11
titles since (the Bearcats also won
one in 1998).

Part of the reason the teams
have not met is because Abilene
spent many years in a higher clas-
sification, dropping from 6A to 5A
Division I in 2022.

“Theyre a good solid football
team with a great history, Aledo
head coach Robby Jones said. “They
have four returning starters on the
offensive line and any time you have
that kind of experience on the line
youre going to be able to do things
offensively”

Like the Bearcats, the Eagles can
run and throw the ball effectively.

The Bearcats reached this
round by winning the District
3-5A Division I championship and
defeating Saginaw Chisholm Trail
63-7 in bi-district. The Eagles fin-
ished as the No. 2 seed in District
2-5A Division I, sharing the title
with Lubbock Monterrey, but los-
ing the tiebreaker by virtue of a

31-17 loss in Lubbock, and defeat-
ing El Paso Parkland 84-0 in
bi-district.

Next man up

The Eagles lost their start-
ing quarterback, senior Brayden
Henry, to a knee injury late in
the season. However, sophomore
Tristan Beal has stepped in and
looked impressive in the full-time
role.

While not the runner Henry
(792 yards, 11 TD) is, Beal is an
accurate passer. He has complet-
ed 72% of his throws for 1,263
yards with 18 touchdowns and no
interceptions.

“That’s a big difference with the
change in quarterback, a lot less
quarterback running,” Jones said.
“That’s why you see (wide receiver
Ryland) Bradford in the backfield
more.”

Bradford is the Eagles’ go-to
player offensively. He’s caught 49
passes for 1,034 yards and 13 touch-
downs, along with rushing for 397
yards and eight more scores.

Running the Aledo offense in
fluid style is junior Gavin Beard. He
is completing 69% of his passes for
1,842 yards with 26 touchdowns
and three interceptions - all despite
missing two full games with an
injury.

Beard's backup, sophomore
Nash McElree, is completing 74%
of his passes for 482 yards with
seven TD and two interceptions.

“When you play deep into the
playoffs, you're going to have inju-
ries,” Jones said. “Look at us last
year with the offensive line in the
state championship game.”

The Bearcats had to switch two
starters in that game with reserves
coming in to play key roles in a 51-8
victory against Smithson Valley.

BRELEIGH MAYER/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Ben McElree (22), Owen Kenderson (0), Kamron Hall (23) and Brody
Adams (44) Aledo vs Chisholm Trail Nov. 15, 2024.

Explosive offenses

As was the case last season,
both teams bring explosive offen-
sives into the contest. The Bearcats
are outscoring their opponents by
an average score of 54-15, while
the Eagles are outscoring their foes
51-31.

The Bearcats have scored 30
or more points in all 11 games
this season and 16 straight dating
to 2023. Abilene has topped the
30-point mark in 10 games.

Abilene is coming off of an
84-0 bi-district victory against El
Paso Parkland and has topped 60
points three other times, 50 points
two other times and 40 points two
more times.

The Bearcats' high score was
in a 77-14 victory at Azle. They've
topped 60 four other times, 50
twice more and 40 twice more.

A difference last season, how-
ever - and it could be again - is the
Aledo defense. The Bearcats have

three shutouts, held another oppo-
nent to a field goal and another
two to a single touchdown. The
Eagles posted their first shutout of
the season last week and their pre-
vious best defensive performance
was holding two opponents to 14
points.

Special teams

In big games special teams
can often make a difference. The
Bearcats would appear to have
the nod here as well. They have
returned four kickoffs for touch-
downs - two each by Adrian Fuller
and Lincoln Tubbs - and the team
as a whole is averaging 30 yards per
kickoff return.

“We don’t like having our kick-
off team out there. We only want
it once a game,” Jones said with a
chuckle. “But we’ve got some explo-
sive guys.”

Turn to FOOTBALL, page 3

Game at a glance

Aledo Bearcats (10-1) vs.
Abilene Eagles (8-3).

What: Class 5A Division | Region
| area (second) round game.

When: 7 p.m. Friday, Nov. 22,
Newsom Stadium, Mansfield.

Last week: Aledo defeated
Saginaw Chisholm Trail in
bi-district. Abilene defeated
El Paso Parkland 84-0 in bi-
district.

Last season: Aledo went 16-0
and won Class 5A Division |
state championship. Abilene
finished 11-3 and reached
5A Division |, Region | final.
Aledo won 56-21 when they
met in the regional final.

All-time series: Aledo leads 1-0.

Returning starters: Aledo 3
offensive, 4 defensive. Abilene
7 offensive, 3 defensive.

Aledo offensive players to
watch: WR Blake Burdine (26
catches, 486 yards, 7 TD)
looks to surpass 500 yards,
RB Kaden Winkfield (83 car-
ries, 652 yards, 9 TD) is aver-
aging 8 yards per carry and
could surpass 1,000 yards
this season with a good post-
season.

Abilene offensive players to
watch: QB Tristan Beal (72%
completions, 1,263 yards,

18 TD, O interceptions), RB
Ethan Joyner (878 yards, 9
TD), WR Ryland Bradford (49
catches, 1,034 yards, 13 TD).

Aledo defensive players to
watch: DE Jacob Mcintyre
(while only 9 tackles, 8 are
solo, along with 3.5 for a
loss and 2 sacks), LB Owen
Henderson (47 tackles, 2 for
a loss, 2 interceptions, sack,
fumble recovery).

Abilene defensive players to
watch: FS Demotric Sanchez
(57 tackles, 1 for loss), ATH
Christopher Shaw (52 tack-
les, 8 for loss, 3 sacks, inter-
ception, 3 fumble recoveries,
9 QB hurries).

LADYCAT VOLLEYBALL
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