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Council approves land acquisition

Over 300 acres
coming for
development

By Rick Mauch
The Community News
Willow Park, the second larg-
est city in Parker County, is about
to get a lot bigger in the next few
years following a decision by the
city council at its Nov. 12 meeting.
The council approved the
annexation of 317 acres of land
owned by Dean-Beall Ranch,
Ltd. The land is located on the

southwest corner of Interstate 20
and Highway 1187, running all the
way to Bankhead Highway.

“We could not be more excited
to have Beall come into our city,”
Mayor Pro Tem Lea Young said.

The addition of the property
will include 35.3 acres of single
family residential space, 91.7 acres
of multi-family residential, 135.2
acres of commercial and 55.5
acres of light industrial.

Potential businesses for the
area include sit-down restaurants,
fast food restaurants, big box
retail, grocers, convenience stores,

office and work space. The resi-
dential portion will include some
green space with a neighborhood
park and some small water areas.

“I think everything is going to be
beautiful where it’s going,” said Toni
Fisher, Assistant City Manager of
Development and Parks.

City Manager Bryan Grimes
thanked and credited Fisher for
getting the idea going for the
development.

“I don’t know if this happens if
Toni Fisher is somewhere else,” he
said. “She’s the one who reached
out”

Grimes said the development
will be “the front door to Willow
Park.”

The housing could greatly add
to the already booming popula-
tion of the city. The most recent
population was recorded at
around 9,000, according to city
officials, up from around 5,000
in 2020. This project is estimated
to bring several thousand more
to the community, likely more
than doubling or more the 2020
population.

Turn to LAND, page 2
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The Aledo Bearcat Regiment posted its best showing ever at the UIL State
Marching Band Competition on Nov. 5.

BAND

Aledo High School Bearcat
Regiment
fifth at UIL State

Best showing ever

By Mercedes Mayer
Aledo School District

In its 50-year history, never
has the Aledo Bearcat Regiment
performed such an intricate and
challenging show as their 2024
show “On the Throttle.” And, con-
sequently, never in a half century
has the Aledo marching band fin-
ished so high at the UIL State
Marching Band Competition.

On Tuesday night, Nov. 5., hav-
ing narrowed the 247 Class 5A
bands in the state to 38 state qualifi-
ers and then 12 finalists, the Bearcat
Regiment’s near-flawless perfor-
mance helped them to be recognized

as the fifth-best marching band in
Texas at the annual culmination of
the UIL marching season at the
Alamodome in San Antonio.

“We are so proud of the student’s
efforts this year,” Aledo Director of
Bands Joey Paul said. “From the
beginning of summer band, they
took a more mature approach to
individual accountability and they
never let up. 'On The Throttle' is a
show that the students very quick-
ly made an emotional connection
with, and it was very apparent they
were bought in to doing whatever it
took to perfect this show.

“The band directors felt like
rock stars after each competition

Turn to BAND, page 5

CITY OF ALEDO

Council approves purchase for two cruisers

Water also discussed

By Ryan Wade
The Community News

Starting up the first police
department in Aledo’s proud his-
tory is a long, arduous journey. On
Thursday, Nov. 7, the city council
took a significant step in that
journey by approving the pur-
chase of two new police cruisers.

The council gave City Manager
Noah Simon permission to com-
plete the purchase of two Dodge
Durango police pursuit vehicles at
a purchase price of $45,000 each.
Once the transaction is complete,
the new cruisers will be sent to
Defender Supply in Argyle, where
they will be transformed into true
police patrol vehicles ready to hit
the streets of Aledo.

Simon noted that as the city
continues to take the necessary
steps to starting up the new police
department, they are rapidly

approaching the juncture in which
they will have to pass a Texas
Commission on Law Enforcement
(TCOLE) inspection. A critical cri-
teria of passing that inspection is
the city having at least one patrol
vehicle on the ready when the
inspection takes place.

Councilman Shane Davis pro-
posed the council approve the
resolution. Councilwoman Shawna
Ford seconded the motion to put
the measure before the council for
a vote.

The council unanimously
approved the measure, permitting
Simon to complete the purchase of
the cruisers.

Delivery for the patrol vehi-
cles is expected in January 2025.
However, Simon said he plans to
request Defender Supply complete
the modifications to one vehicle as
soon as possible to ensure deliv-
ery before the potential TCOLE
inspection.

Well, there’s no water

A resolution was brought to the
council seeking approval to decom-
mission water well No. 2. The City
of Aledo has four water wells in
the event that there is a significant
water shortage.

However, the wells are old.
Two of the four wells have under-
gone improvements with funds the
council approved last fiscal year.

In the case of water well No. 2,
the well is no longer productive. As
wells age, it is common that they
deteriorate, or the source feeding
the well dries up.

In this case, the cost associated
with maintaining the well in its
present state isn’t worth spending
since the well does not produce
water any longer.

The council voted unanimously
to spend the funds to have the well
decommissioned, eliminating the
liability and cost associated with its
maintenance.

WEATHERFORD COLLEGE
WC signs transfer agreement

Partnering with Sam
Houston State

Courtesy Weatherford College

Weatherford College and Sam
Houston State University entered
a new partnership this week
designed to create seamless trans-
fer pathways for WC students.

The agreement, signed by WC
President Tod Allen Farmer and
SHSU President Alisa White at the
university’s campus in Huntsville,
provides a streamlined process for
WC students transferring into any
SHSU program.

"This agreement exemplifies
our commitment to expanding
educational opportunities and
providing our students with a clear
path towards advanced degrees,"
said Farmer. "By partnering with
esteemed institutions like Sam
Houston State University, we
ensure our students have access
to high-quality programs that
meet their academic and career
aspirations.”

U‘u’l .»’-\HH KFURD

PHOTO COURTESY OF WEATHERFORD COLLEGE

Weatherford College President Tod Allen Farmer and Sam Houston State
President Alisa White shake hands after the two schools announced a

new partnership this week.

The collaboration also offers
a significant advantage for stu-
dents pursuing the Bachelor of
Applied Arts and Sciences in
Organizational Leadership at WC,
granting them a direct pathway
into SHSU's Master of Business
Administration program.

“I'm excited to work with
President Farmer and Weatherford
College to support Texas' workforce

needs,” White said. “Our shared
priorities of student access and
success are at the forefront of all
we do, and this MOU makes per-

fect sense.”
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Sukup teaches inspiration

Artist draws from

many sources

By Christopher Amos
The Community News

Inspiration comes to Richard
Sukup from many places. A moun-
tain range or a Texas sunset are
reliable sources.

The artist recently returned
from the Big Bend area, which can
conjure abundant ideas and themes.
Inspiration came once by a sidewalk
when a homeless man was comfort-
ing his dog as they sat withdrawn
in the cold. Sukup gave the man $5
and took a photo.

"That photo burned in my mind
for four years," Sukup recalled. "Tt
got to the point that I just had to
paint him."

The painting, reproduced with
the high-tech giclée technique, cap-
tures the man with a vague, hazy
face, indicating the person could be
anyone. "The Forgotten Unknowns,"
which was donated to Beautiful
Feet Ministries of Fort Worth, was
among the many Sukup works of a
recent show at the Alkek Fine Arts
Center, Weatherford College.

Other noted works in the show
included "Only the Courageous,'
dedicated to the firefighters of the
Roberts County range fire, the worst
range fire in Texas history, which
was sold at the victim's fundrais-
ing auction. Also, "Perseverance"

depicting a rancher on horse gazing
at fire scorched land, "Cut'n 'Em
Out,"' which earned national notori-
ety, and "Wildfire," which was gifted
to singer Michael Martin Murphey
on his birthday this year.

His work was recently displayed
in the Weatherford Art Association
Spirit of the West exhibit at the Doss
Heritage and Culture Center.

Sukup is an intense advocate of
art at all levels, encouraging and
teaching artists as a regular art
workshop member at the Kimbell
Art Museum.

"If you are the kind of per-
son that wants to get into art, you
have to have perseverance." Sukup
encouraged. "You have to follow
that passion and to be true to the
passion. You have to be true to
what is in your heart because that is
where your inspiration comes from.

"Do you want recognition? Are
you following your passion for rec-
ognition, or are you following your
passion because that is who you are?
You see, there's a difference,’ the
artist explained. "It's like a musician
that has that breakout song that
finally brings recognition. Maybe
it's a breakout painting that will
bring you recognition, but you first
have to follow your passion and
have perseverance.”

Many of his works can be viewed
online and two books, Spirit and
Hand Vol. I and I, are also available
at www.RichardSukupArt.com.

CHRISTOPHER AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Richard Sukup explains the inspiration behind his work, "The Forgotten

Unknowns,"

in the lobby of Alkek Fine Arts Center, Weatherford College.
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"Obviously, those who live here
enjoy the beautiful scenery, but in
Texas private property rights are
fiercely protected by state law, Willow
Park Communications Director Rose
Hoffman said. "Development in this
area was inevitable and was foreseen
as far back as the 1970s.

"By annexing this land into
the city of Willow Park, we are
exercising some control over this
development and our future."

Hoffman stressed the City of Fort
Worth is relinquishing the property
from its extraterritorial jurisdiction
because they could not provide util-
ities to the area. Beall Development
asked if Willow Park could and the
city leaders responded with a yes,
she added.

Beall Development Director
Robert Beall told the council, “We
were kind of stuck in Fort Worth’s
jurisdiction. We're glad to get out
of that and into Willow Park’s ETJ.”

City officials estimate that, at
build out, the value of the prop-
erty would be around $500 million.
Build out will take place in three
phases, with dates to be determined.

Once the city has the develop-
ment agreement in place, they have
up to 24 months to get water and
sewer in place. When that process is
complete, it is anticipated that busi-
nesses and residences will begin to
pop up in the next 12 to 18 months.

To help with the purchase and
renovating of the land, etc., the coun-
cil approved issuing certificates of
obligation not to exceed $5,135,000.
This is long-term borrowing that
cities can use to fund major capital
projects without voter approval.

The council also approved the
creation of a public improvement
district (PID) and a tax increment
reinvestmentzone (TIRZ)inthearea.
The TIRZ abatement buys down the
property taxes as an incentive to the
developer and property assessments
from the PID will be used to cover
the cost of improvements.

Council also approved entering
a sales tax agreement with Parker
County Emergency Services District
1 that officials noted could essen-
tially double the current sales tax
collection of around $2 million
annually in years 1-5 and more than

BEALL/DEAN
DEVELOPMENT

Willow Park

TEXAS

Fast facts and FAQ's

CONCEPT PLAN - BY THE NUMBERS

The mixed-use development will include retail,

restaurants, single

family housing, multi-family housing, and office space.
Disclaimer: elements in the concept plan are subject to change

SINGLE
FAMILY

TOTAL
SIZE

MULTI
FAMILY

COMMERCIAL LIGHT

INDUSTRIAL

(approxiMaTE) RESIDENTIAL RESIDENTIAL

The single family

houses will be on R5
zoning, which is 9,000 sf
lots (just under a guarter
acre).

The multi-family housing
will follow the same
guidelines as our existing
multi-family.

HOUSING
DENSITY

WHEN WILL THIS HAPPEN?

The City of Willow Parkis o
required to have all
utilities to the site within
24 months of the
executed agreement.

S50y |

We are expecting businesses to begin
opening roughly 12-18 months after the
date utilities are available.

quadruple that amount to more $8
million in years 6-10.

Concerning water to the area,
Hoffman said Willow Park has
more than enough that they receive
through an agreement with the City
of Fort Worth to provide to the new
area. She added that wastewater
service will have to be expanded,
with Hudson Oaks as a partner, and
that there is a lift station closer to
the area to satisfy that need.

The addition of the property will
expand Willow Park’s city limits by
half a square mile.

“We are excited for the growth
opportunities this brings to the City
of Willow Park and Parker County.
The Beall-Dean Ranch project
stands as a testament to Willow
Park’s commitment to thoughtful
expansion and its bright future,”
Beall said.

WHO IS PAYING FOR THIS?

Simply put, the businesses
and residents who will be
inside the development.
The city is creating a Public
Improvement District and
assessments from that
District will be used to cover
the cost of the improvements.

WHAT ABOUT TRAFFIC?

The developer will be required to do a
traffic impact study and consult with
TxDOT, Parker County, and the City on
the final ingress and egress plans.

‘I remember vividly when
Robert called and said, ‘We want to
be in Willow Park,” City Manager
Bryan Grimes said. “I can’t imag-
ine a developer understanding a
city and a city’s needs as much as
Robert.

“We’re gonna have some really
cool stuff in Willow Park.”

Use of TikTok on city
devices banned

In connection with the Texas
88th Legislature's Senate Bill 1983,
the council approved the banning
of TikTok on city devices. Hoffman
said it was a formality as the city
already does not allow the use of
TikTok.

"This is not going to affect how
we do business,' she said.
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SCOUTING

Bedford-Blackwell-Pickard-
Shaw Historic Fencing

Project

F

"BEDFORD-BLACKWELL-PICKARD

SHAW CEMETERY
Restored - Maintained By

< R
g Abandoned Cemetery Association
4 of Parker County. Inc.

P Donations T P0Box 61, Weatherfara, TX 75086
| 817-599-4792 or 940-682-5331 .

PHOTO BY BILL WARREN

Thirteen-year-old Grant Burnette, center, led this team of Troop 75
Scouts to straighten the wrought iron fence at the Bedford-Blackwell-

Pickard-Shaw Cemetery.

Burnette receives
Eagle certification
Staff Reports

The Community News

Grant Burnette of Scout Troop
75 in Weatherford has received his
Eagle Scout certification for a proj-
ect in which a historic wrought iron
fence around the Blackwell family
plot in an abandoned cemetery was
straightened. The cemetery also
bears the names of other Parker
County founding families.

At age 13, he is one of the young-
est recipients of this distinguished
award not only in Parker County,
but in the United States.

The cemetery is part of the
Abandoned Cemetery Association.

The fence surrounding this
family plot was once part of the
fence around the Parker County
Courthouse completed in 1886. An
early picture shows a horse tied
to the fence, hinting it was taken
before the arrival of the automobile.

The ACA cares for 78 abandoned
cemeteries throughout Parker
County. Donations help maintain
these cemeteries and pay for mate-
rials on projects such as this one.
Contributions may be mailed to:
ACA, PO Box 61, Weatherford,
TX 76086, or made through our
website at https://www.acaparker-

county.org/

WEATHERFORD CHAMBER
Paschall named James H. Doss
Award reaplent

Annual awards
presented

By Ryan Wade
The Community News

The Weatherford Chamber
of Commerce held their 2024
Awards Ceremony at the Dove
Ridge Vinyard on Tuesday, Oct.
29. Weatherford Mayor and owner
of Paschall Insurance Group, Paul
Paschall received the group’s most
prestigious award on the night,
named in honor of James H. Doss’
legacy in Weatherford.

Chamber members packed the
house to celebrate their peers and
local business men and women who
are making a positive impact on the
community. The festivities started
off with Gena Hunn receiving the
Ambassador of the Year award.
Luke Williams of PlainsCapital
Bank was named the 2024 Rising
Star, an award given to profession-
als under 4.0 years of age.

Jamak earned the award for
Large Business of the Year while
Buffalo Rental took home the hard-
ware as the Small Business of the
Year.

Elizabeth Baker was named the
2024 Athena Award winner for her
work promoting the arts at Martin
Elementary and Weatherford ISD.
Dan Carney was named Outstanding
Citizen of the Year for 2024 for all his
work as the chair of the Weatherford
College Board of Trustees.

The awards ceremony closed
out with Paschall thanking his wife
and the Lord for their unwavering
love and support as he accepted the
Doss Award.

Before the night came to a close,
Chamber members Landon Meeker
and Tammy Gazzola announced
plans to begin construction on a
brand new Chamber of Commerce
building. So far the Chamber has
secured the land and a $3 million
gift towards the cost of construction.

The facility will feature a
welcome space, classrooms for
extended learning and training,
meeting spaces, and a banquet hall.
The building design will be suf-
ficient for the Chamber needs for
years to come, even as Weatherford
continues to grow.

PHOTOS BY RYAN WADE/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Weatherford mayor and owner of Paschall Insurance Ryan Wade
PhotographyGroup, Paul Paschall, is honored with the 2024 James H. Doss
Award as the Weatherford Chamber of Commerce Awards.

Dan Carney earned the
Outstanding Citizen Award from
the Weatherford Chamber of
Commerce for his work as the
Chair of the Weatherford College
Board of Trustees.

Elizabeth Baker delivers her accep-
tance speech after being named the
2024 Athena Award winner for her
outstanding work championing the
arts program at Martin Elementary
and at Weatherford ISD.
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With Republicans regaining
majority control of the Senate,
U.S. Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas,
is making his bid to become that
chamber’s majorityleader. U.S. Sen.
Mitch McConnell, R-Kentucky,
had previously announced he
would step down as party leader.
Republicans will hold at least a
53-45 edge in January, with Senate
races in two states still undecided
as of Friday morning.

According to The Dallas
Morning News, Cornyn said vot-
ers rejected Democrats’ “years
of disastrous border policies,
reckless spending, and failed
management that has caused the
Senate to lurch from one avoid-
able crisis to the next.”

Cornyn faces competition
from Senate Minority Whip John
Thune of South Dakota and Sen.
Rick Scott of Florida. Senate
Republicans plan to hold their
leadership elections this week by
secret ballot. If elected leader,
Cornyn vowed to improve trans-
parency with GOP senators.

“There will be no more back-
room deals or forced votes on
bills without adequate time for
review, debate, and amendment,”
he said.

Republicans largely flip
Rio Grande Valley from

blue to red

More counties in the Rio
Grande Valley and surround-
ing areas went Republican this
election, continuing what GOP
leaders are calling the culmi-
nation of a years-long strategy.
The party has managed to flip

Capital Highlights
GOP win raises stakes for Cornyn’s leadership bid

16 counties since the 2016 presi-
dential election, according to
the Texas Standard.

The economy clearly was a
major issue among voters in this
election between former presi-
dent Donald Trump and Vice
President Kamala Harris.

“A lot of the rural parts of
Texas are shifting red because
the economy is less good,”
said Brandon Rottinghaus, a
University of Houston political
scientist. “And the threats to the
oil and gas industry that peo-
ple perceive are coming from
Democrats are driving the com-
munities to vote Republican.”

For example, in Starr County,
Biden beat Trump by five points in
2020, but four years later voters
there chose the former president
over Harris by 16 points.

Election Day runs

smoothly across state

Voting in Texas went fairly
smoothly in Texas with no major
disruptions reported, according
to The Texas Tribune. Roughly
half of the state’s 18.6 million
registered voters cast ballots in
person either in person or by
mail, and another two million
went to the polls on Election Day.
That is slightly under the 11.3
million who voted in 2020, thus
far, with counting of provisional
ballots nearly complete.

There was only one violent
incident reported at the polls,
when a man punched an elec-
tion worker in Bexar County after
being asked to remove his Trump
hat. Wearing clothing backing a
candidate or proposition inside
a Texas polling location is illegal.
After the assault, the man was
charged with a felony.

In another case, a Tarrant
County man claimed a voting
machine flipped his ballot from
Trump to Harris, but election
officials say he made a mistake
while filling out his ballot. That
ballot was discarded, and he was

allowed to cast another ballot,
prompting Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick
to note that machines were not
flipping votes.

“In Tarrant County, we have
only had one person say their
vote was flipped out of 591,885
votes cast to date,” he said.

State population
estimates released by

demographic center

The Texas Demographic
Center has released its popula-
tion estimates for July 1, 2023,
and Jan. 1, 2024. Final popula-
tion estimates are available for
counties and places by age, sex,
and race/ethnicity at demograph-
ic.texas.gov. Information for the
estimates is collected through
five surveys taken from October
to February, gleaning informa-
tion from counties, cities, and
educational institutions.

The state’s estimated popula-
tion rose from 29,145,505 in 2020
to 30,749,924 on Jan. 1, 2024
- an increase of 5.5%. Counties
showing the largest percentage
increase in that time period were
Kaufman (26.7%); Rockwall
(25%); Kendall (22.2%); and
Liberty (20.3%).

The U.S. Census Bureau also
makes annual population esti-
mates, and TDC says differences
in input data and methodologies
lead to slight variations between
the two.

DFW area predicted to
be hottest real estate
market in 2025

A real estate trends
study reported by the Texas
Standard predicts the Dallas-Fort
Worth area will be the hottest
real estate market in the nation
for investment and development
next year. The study compiled
data from more than 2,000
industry experts.

“Obviously, it’s the really strong
post-pandemic recovery. It’s also

size,” Nick Wooten, real estate
reporter for The Dallas Morning
News, said. “We've seen the metro
top 8 million people in the latest
census estimates,” he said. “And
there’s just continued demograph-
ic growth. Those are the three big
factors that these experts cited.”
Both sales and home prices
are fairly flat in 2024, with sup-
ply reaching levels not seen in a
dozen years, Wooten said.
“Youre not seeing sales
change a lot,” he said. “I think a
lot of people are still sitting on
the sidelines trying to figure out
what’s going to happen in 2025.”

Record number of Texas
horned lizards released

to the wild

The state reptile, the Texas
horned lizard, has been listed as
a threatened species since 1977.
The Houston Chronicle reports
that thanks to captive breeding
efforts to populate the wild with
the iconic critter, more than 600
hatchlings were recently released
to the Mason Mountain Wildlife
Management Area in Central Texas
in cooperation with the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department.

The lizards are popularly
referred to as horny toads. Their
population decline is blamed on
the pet trade, wild habitat loss,
and the spread of invasive fire
ants. The Texas horned lizard
was designated as the state rep-
tile in 1993. Their range takes
them across the state’s borders to
northern Mexico and throughout
much of Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas
and New Mexico. The hatchlings,
about three-fourths of an inch in
length, can reach as much as 7
inches in length at maturity.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-
winning Texas journalist. He pub-
lished a number of community news-
papers in Texas during a 30-year
span, including in Longuview, Fort
Stockton, Nacogdoches, Lufkin and
Cedar Park. Email: gborders@tex-
aspress.com

Idle American

When Boredom Seems Terminal

Dr. Don Newbury

newbury@speakerdoc.com

Now that the election is over,
my ancient Uncle Mort and his
domino-playing buddies down
in the thicket can resume their
usual mostly-minutia confabs
that too often lack authenticity.

This reminds me of the annu-
al extravaganza birthed in 1929
when old-timers of Burlington,
Wisconsin held their first-ever
“Liars’ Contest.” They called it
“harmless fibs for fun and folly.”

The contest caught on nation-
ally, thanks to hundreds of
newspapers providing free pub-
licity. One winner, some 50 years
ago, was the late Choc Hutcheson
of Lubbock, a brilliant eccentric
before he learned to shave. He
“lied” about a man who invented
a duck call so authentic that it
attracted decoys.

All this to say that Uncle Mort
and his gang may usher in a new
contest. It’s goal in some respect
is to mimic the Burlington bunch,
but entries must be based on
facts, even if loosely hinged.

Soon,  Burlington  will
announce its 2024 winner, near
New Year’s Eve on a slow news
day.

Shucks, Texas may have
bigger liars every year than con-
testants in Wisconsin, but with
the East Texans’ slant may garner
even more attention that outright
lies. They, too, are expected to
announce their winner around
year’s end.

They’re requiring contestants
not only to cite threads of truth,
but also to restrict entries to a
topic. The first will center on the
two most unlikely robberies in
Texas history.

Someone mentioned the Santa
Claus bank robbery that occurred
on December 23, 1927, in Cisco,
TX. In those days, bank robber-
ies were commonplace, occurring
an average of four times daily in
the Lone Star State. Who “woul-
da thunk” that jolly old St. Nick
would brandish a pistol while he
and his gang made a record haul
of $12,400 in cash and $150,000
in negotiable securities?

The record was disallowed,
however, since the goods were
left behind during the melee of
gunfire that followed.

“Baloney, that was ‘chump
change,” Mort asserted. “A far
more unusual robbery occurred
on Sept. 4, 2024. The total grab
was $240 million and, even
with inflation, this record fig-
ure eclipses $12,400, even with
inflation factored in. And not a
single shot was fired.” Three sets
of eyeballs would have been hard-
pressed to open wider. “What, in

. .I , |\ k S
Rayne Dakota “Dak” Prescott.

the name of the National Football
League, are you talking about?”
one asked.

Mort had done is homework,
pointing to Dak Prescott’s $240
million contract as quarterback
of the Dallas Cowboys. This is the
largest NFL contract in history,
and no doubt it will be eclipsed
next year.

“It’s been more than 96 years-
-nearly 36,000 days--since the
robbery in Cisco, so I think it’s
time to pin-point a more recent
unusual ‘robbery,” Mort chuck-
led. He mentioned that the bank
robbers left their treasure behind,
but Dak--and/or his agent--had
enough ‘smarts’ to include a guar-
anteed payment of $231 for the
four-year commitment.”

As their “yakking” continued,
someone mentioned that Dak’s
being paid almost $1,000,000
per game, regardless of the out-
comes and whether or not he’s
sidelined by injuries, as is cur-
rently the case.

Another quickly added that he
earns more in one quarter than
the $985,000 San Francisco’s
Brock Purdy makes for the entire
season. (Footnote: The 49’ers

beat the Cowboys, and Purdy’s
salary will shoot upward next
season.)

The fourth member of the
“geezer group” suggested com-
paring Prescott’s salary with Babe
Ruth’s record haul of $80,000,
grudgingly paid to the baseball
star for the 1914 season. One
reporter commented that Ruth’s
salary was more than President
Wilson’s. “I had a better year than
the president,” Ruth responded.

Who can blame Prescott?
There are two signatures on the
contract. And all of this crazi-
ness is supported by gullible
fans whose football appetites
are insatiable. Stay tuned for
Burlington’s 2024 winning lie. It
may pale compared to the East
Texans’ powerful comparison
that has more than a few shreds
of truth.

Dr. Newbury, longtime university
president, continues to speak and
write. The Idle American, begun
in 2003, is one of the nation’s lon-
gest-running syndicated humor
columns. Contact: 817-447-3872.
Email: newbury@speakerdoc.com.
Website: www.speakerdoc.com.
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Seller named economic development director

Served in assistant
capacity past year
Courtesy City of Weatherford

The City of Weatherford
announced the promotion of
Ashley  Seiler

to director of
economic devel-
opment. She has
served as assis-
tant director of
economic devel-
opment since
July 2023.

In her new
role, Seiler will
continue to lead
the department
in advancing economic initiatives,
fostering business growth, and
enhancing the city’s appeal as a
prime destination for investment
and talent.

Ashley Seiler

Seiler brings a wealth of experi-
ence and dedication to the position,
having served with distinction in
previous experiences, including
PepsiCo Sales district leader, leading
the team and market to multi-mil-
lion dollar success. She has also
served in the Air National Guard
for the past 14 years, serving on two
tours, and continues to support the
Mission Support Group with the
North Dakota Air National Guard.

Her background in sales, eco-
nomic strategy, and business
development has been instrumen-
tal in driving numerous successful
projects that have generated job
growth, spawned development in
key areas, and supported local
businesses.

“We are thrilled to promote
Ashley to Director of Economic
Development,” City Manager James
Hotopp said. “Her tenacity, lead-
ership, and understanding of our

community make her the ideal
person to continue our efforts in cre-
ating a vibrant, sustainable economy.

"Ashley’s work has already
brought significant benefits to our
community, and we look forward to
the positive impact she will make in
her new role.”

In her capacity as director,
Seiler will focus on implement-
ing strategic initiatives aimed at
attracting new industries, support-
ing entrepreneurial endeavors, and
promoting a resilient economy.

“I am honored to take on this
role and excited to continue work-
ing with our incredible team and
community partners,” Seiler said.
“Together, we’ll work to strength-
en our economic foundation and
ensure a prosperous future for all.”

For more information on busi-
ness opportunities in Weatherford,
contact Seiler at 817-598-4279 or
email aseiler @weatherfordtx.com.

BAND

from page one

due to the amount of people
approaching them and praising
both the students' performance as
well as the engaging design of the
visual and musical elements.”

"On the Throttle" had four parts:
"Pressure” by Stephen Baysted;
"Ominous," with building intensity,
from Symphony No 3 by Kimberly
Archer; "Whisper of a Thrill" by
Thomas Newman; and "Asphalt
Cocktail" by John Mackey.

The show featured, among other
things, 40 choreographed wind
moments, drills that were boxes,
curves, diagonals, scatters, pods,
lines and circles, and moments

where wind player's sound would
be severely delayed if they did not
anticipate the battery/drum major's
time, which is one of the hardest
things to do in marching band.

The show was meticulously
planned on a theme of an F1 driv-
er who has attitude, confidence,
strength and heart. Band members
wore uniforms designed to imitate
an F1 driver uniform with bright red
and yellow in front and black in back.
They used the colors of the uniforms
to match the music and take your
eye to the key areas of the field, even
brightening visually with a crescendo.

“We are so proud of the Bearcat
Regiment being rewarded for their
incredibly hard work,” Aledo ISD
Superintendent Dr. Susan Bohn said.
“Early mornings and late nights,

intricate formations and difficult
music - it all came together with
a history-making finish. The entire
band program is all in on being
the very best they can be, and that
was evident with 'On the Throttle!
Congratulations to all involved!”

The Bearcat Regiment’s 215 per-
formers were led by student Drum
Majors Isabella Stamper, James
Leising, Jackson Sirois and Gracie
Isaacs. Along with Paul, the assistant
directors for the Bearcat Regiment
are Jake Albin, Dexx Moore and Scott
Stephens as well as colorguard direc-
tor Junior Marquez.

To continue reading wvisit: htips://
www.weatherford-news.com/stories/
aledo-high-school-bearcat-regiment-
Sfifth-at-uil-state,99120

FAMILY ASSISTANCE

Resale clothing shop
opens in Hudson Oaks

Just in time
for holidays

Staff Reports
The Community News

Once Upon A Child, a lead-
ing children’s clothing and
accessories retail resale concept,
has announced the grand open-
ing of its location in Hudson Oaks
located at 200 S Oakridge Dr.

The brand is known for its
affordable, gently used children’s
clothes, shoes, toys, equipment
and more, and provides local par-
ents with a place that not only
puts cash back into their pockets,
but sells gently used brand name
clothing and accessories for less.

With a focus on being a sustain-
able shopping resource for local
families, the new Once Upon A
Child in Hudson Oaks opened on
Nov. 7. Once Upon A Child is part
of Winmark - the Resale Company,
a unique national retail resale fran-
chise that focuses on sustainability,
small business formation and pro-
viding resale for everyone.

This marks the second
Winmark location for local entre-
preneurs, Sarah Altom and Rick
Batten. With backgrounds in
secondary education, the couple
was drawn to bringing a resale
concept to support teenagers and
young adults in the area, result-
ing in them opening Plato’s Closet
Weatherford in 2022.

After the success of that store,
Altom and Batten wanted to
expand their sustainability efforts.

The unique retail resale con-
cept allows for clothing, toys and

accessories for kids to end up in
someone else’s house rather than
thrown into a landfill, providing a
resource for new or existing par-
ents who are looking to update
their children’s closet on a budget
and in a mindful environmental
manner.

“As parents, Rick and I know
how expensive raising children
can be,” Altom said. “Our goal for
Once Upon A Child is to ease some
of that stress for parents. By buy-
ing and selling quality-used items,
we can ensure that every person
is prepared for parenthood, and
Once Upon A Child will be here to
support them every step of the way
as their child grows.”

Unlike a typical consignment
store, Once Upon A Child does not
require appointments and pays on
the spot for items it purchases
from consumers. Families are able
to buy necessities for their chil-
dren at great values, and turn their
gently used items into cash.

In addition, Once Upon A
Child ensures that all products
purchased and sold meet man-
datory and voluntary safety
standards. Staff members stay up-
to-date on current recalled items,
immediately pulling all recalled
products from shelves and mak-
ing sure all items purchased are
safety-checked to meet current
standards.

For questions on the buy-
ing process or store hours, the
new Once Upon A Child can be
reached at 817-757-7037 or https://
onceuponachild.com/locations/
hudson-oaks-tx/.

Check out our businesses

for sale at tworld.com

(i) TRANSWORLD

Business Advisors

Business Sales + Franchises « Mergers & Acquisitions

Ginger Adams

O: 682-888-0601
C: 817-888-0178

ORTHODONTICS

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

MyserOrtho.com + 817-441-8700 - Aledo & Willow Park

gadams@tworld.com
www.tworld.com/weatherford

Jim Martin - rearore

5189 E. I-20 Service Rd N
Suite 106
Willow Park, TX 76087

Office: 817.441.2255
Cell: 817.538.6846

Jim@MartinLandSales.com

TX BROKER®

RailheadRealty.com

Propane Sales
and Service

On the Square
in Weatherford

&

.. 0. I1-20 ANIMAL HOSPITAL

817-341-3331

& My,

Hosemy &

Digital including dental
e LASER THERAPY
e Computed Tomography
(CT scan)-NEW!

3713 Fort Worth Hwy
Hudson Oaks, TX 76087

DAILY

GENERAL PET WELLNESS e EMERGENCY & CRITICAL
HEALTH CARE CARE
e INTERNAL MEDICINE e COMPLETE IN-HOUSE
* SURGERY LABORATORY
General and Advanced e DENTAL CARE
e RADIOLOGY General and Advanced

¢ ULTRASONOGRAPHY
e ONCOLOGY
e ENDOSCOPY

www.I-20animalhospital.com

OPEN 24 HOURS

Between Exits 415 and 414

Ask me

Bobby J Rigues
Agent

411FM 187 N
Aledo, TX 76008-1147

Bus: 817-441-9966

www.bobbyrigues.com

State Farm Life Insurance Company

(Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)

State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company
(Licensedin NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL

Our family
serving

your family
since 1908.

White's
) funeral Home

130 Houston Ave. ®* Weatherford
817-596-4811

www.whitesfuneral.com

Soil Blends

* Compost & Mulches
* Rock & Sand Products

800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD
ALEDO, TEXAS

HOURS: M-F 8-5 «SAT 8-2

Since 1958

o StateFarm-

bobby@bobbyrigues.com

- X ' \
A0
YRARS

OF PROPANE
1958-2023

%:&\\\\\m
T

e

103 W. Church » 817-596-8758 * 817-594-2612

about

life insurance

Contact me today

FORK MATERIALS

Residential & Commercial

“Are you growing with us?”

* Topsoils & Custom

Pick up or Delivery Available

817-441-7777

WWW.CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM

Serving North Texas
since /1986
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More events can be found at www.community-news.com/calendar

Thanksgiving Trot

The 13th annual Marcia
Walters Memorial
Thanksgiving Trot will

be from 8 - 10 a.m. with
the start at 8:30 a.m., on
Thursday, Nov. 28 at Aledo
High School.

Both 5K and 1 mile will
have the same 8:30am
start time this year. Not

a runner?? You can walk,
crawl or just come hang
out!! Going to be out of
town??

For more information visit
https://www.aledothanks-
givingtrot.com

2nd Annual “It’'s A
Bearcat Christmas”

Come join us for a night

of celebrating two of our
favorite things, Christmas
and our Bearcats from

5-7 p.m. on Thursday,
December 5 at Aledo High
School/Daniel Ninth Grade
Campus.

Come see Santa himself
and get a professional fami-
ly photo during a scheduled
time frame.

Tickets: https://aledoef.
networkforgood.com/

events/77502-it-s-a-merry-
bearcat-christmas

100% of proceeds go to
Aledo Education

DECEMBER3

Willow Park Christmas
Tree Lighting

Join the City of Willow
Park at 6 p.m. on Tuesday,
December 3rd for the City
of Willow Park Christmas
Tree Lighting! Food, music,
twinkling lights, and of
course an appearance by
the big guy in the red suit!

DECEMBER 3, 2024 6 PM-T30 PH

WILLOW PARK CITT H
120 EL CHICO TRAR.
HILLOW PARK.

COHO Christmas Tree
Lighting

Join us for the lighting of
the COHO tree and an eve-
ning of FREE holiday fun
Friday, December 6 from
5:30 - 8 p.m. Enjoy activi-
ties in Santa’s Workshop
and snap a picture with
Santa himself. Take a ride
on the COHO Express,
enjoy activities at com-
munity booths, watch local
stage performances and
more.

5 Chvistmay
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DECEMBER 7

Christmas on the Square
Join us in celebrating

the holiday season at
Christmas on the Square,
from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. on
Saturday, Dec. 7. The
Weatherford Lights the
Night Parade 2024 begins
at 6:30 pm (Long route)
Historic Downtown
Weatherford, TX

It is a cherished tradition

that brings the community
together for a day filled
with festive cheer, local
vendors, live entertainment,
children’s activities and
more! The festivities will
conclude with the award
winning, “Weatherford
Lights the Night Parade”,
lighting up the evening with
holiday magic

The City of Aleds Presenes

(Yhwislivas
TYME IN ALEDO

Christmas Tyme in Aledo
It's the Most Wonderful
Time of the Year and
Christmas Tyme in Aledo
is the perfect way to start
your holiday season! Enjoy
the day with good music,
great food, endless shop-
ping and special visitors
from the North Pole, on
Saturday, December 7,
2024

Craft Fair from 10 a.m.

to 4 p.m. - Church at the
Crossing Gymnasium @ 128
Elm Street Aledo, TX 76008
& Festival - Downtown
Aledo at 104 Maverick
Street, Aledo, TX 76008
FFestival - 5to 9 p.m.
Admission is FREE!

DECEMBER10

Dementia Support Group
Join the Dementia
Support Group from 4-5
p.m. at Harvest of Aledo
1043 Bailey Ranch Rd.
Even more so, we value the
efforts of the caregivers,
especially the families of
our residents.

This meeting will take
place on the second
Tuesday of every month.
For more information call
682-209-0643

DECEMBER 12

Alzheimer’s Group
The East Parker County
Alzheimer’s Group meets

ACROSS 45 TXism: “chompin’ __
1 fancy word for the bit” (impatient) TEXAS
“satisfy an appetite” 46 these could be Roths
5 clothed 47 TX Buck Owens’* Ive Got CROSSWORD
6 “couldhear _ __ aTigerBy
drop” (quiet) 49 Hispanic surname :
7 this Cockrell served 52 TXism:“___ buster” by Ciét:;lrgﬁ fa 4?),‘2’ big:g zion
four terms as mayor (farmer) -
of San Antonio 53 state nurses org. 12 |13 |14 |15
8 TX Ross Perot first 54 this Paul and TX Farrah
naval rank (abbr.) film: “The Burning Bed” 19 |20
9 several surgeries 55 forbidden by law 53
today are assisted
by devices 34
16 mo. in which State
Fair of Texas begins 38
18 TXism: “could put a
loop
on a mule’s back”
(good roper)
21 “Big Jim” Hogg’s 58 house
daughter (init.) coverings
22 “onan____ keel” 59 TXism:“___ big
23 Mineola High class for his britches”
24 many Texas state 60 “bear” in Mexico p-1712
parks have these ~ 61 Guadalupe is a 13 TX Tanya’s
for rent spring-___ river first child: Presley
30 kidney disease Tucker 59 32 response question
34 TX Rayburn nick- DOWN 14 TXism: “treat __ 33 in Uvalde County
name:“__ Sam’ 1 TXism: “fits like with kid gloves” 60 on U.S. 90
35 noted Comanche onafish” 15 TX George H.W. 38 24- gold
medicine man 2 home of Sul Ross was a short time 61 40 track made in a
36 unit of Dallas-based State University director of this agcy. dirt road
Greyhound (2wds.) 3 nosedive 17 TXism: “he took 41 big achievement
37 Texas-born Forest 4 seat of Jackson everything but ___ 26 TXism: “jump 42 old bread, e.g.
Whitaker was in County ___ __mylungs” ____”(escape) (2 wds.)
‘ 3 9 “Crying” singer (robbed) 27 leaky boat: __ 48 lion’s den, e.g.
39 nocturnal insects from Texas (init.) 19 broadcasters use in water 50 cowboys might
found in moist areas 10 9-down spent a lot 12t0 20 of theseto 28 largest tribe, most have bow ___
in buildings of time performing televise a NFL game spell with a *§” 51 first name of
43 TXism: “loud as 20 county west of 29 Santa Anna did it 21-across
boot heels on _ 11 UT live mascot DeWitt County to the Alamo 56 TXism:“a_ __
—floor” 12 rocks containing 24 101 in ancient Rome 31 network for KERA- (many)
44 Astro: major valuable minerals 25 biblical donkey TV or KUHT-TV 57 “__asagoose”

from 1-3 p.m. on the second
Thursday of each month

at Aledo United Methodist
Church, 100 Pecan. Drive.
For more information, call
817-441-8329.

Christmas at the Castle
Chrismas at the Castle
2024 is from 10 a.m.

- 6 p.m. on Saturday,
December 14 at the Texas

Pythian Home, Inc.
1825 E Bankhead Dir,
Weatherford, TX, United
States, Texas 76086

Come and tour our beau-
tiful castle while it is
decorated with Christmas
Spirit. This event is free
and great for the whole
family. Donations are
always welcome!

This is a FREE event so no
tickets are sold.

park brought to you by

Film Alley from 6-8 p.m. on
Thursday, December 19.
Bring your family, friends,
blankets, chairs, coolers
(no glass please) and watch
a Christmas movie on the
big screen. Movie will be
announced as we get closer
to the event time.

Jingle All The Way

There will be a Fun Run/
Walk benefiting Meals on
Wheels & Senior Center

on Saturday, December
14,1225 Holland Lake Dr.
Weatherford, TX 76086.
Live music, s’'mores, Santa
and more following the
event. It is $25 per person
or a team of 5 for $100.

For more information or to
register, please visit http:/
tinyurl.com/mr3bfpe8.

EVENT
SUBMISSIONS

Send event submis-
sions to events@
community-news.com.

Please include time,
date, and place of

the event, a short
description, and
phone/email for
obtaining further
information, along
with photos, graphics,
or flyers.

Christmas Movie Night

Join us for a movie in the

{ife’mh.q every /{zmz'/y as pazt 0/[ out own /[0& over 60 yeaifs”

\\ CHAPEL i g

913 N. EIm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747

Ot newest additional location

Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel
4941 1-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry

Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C.
Michael Ball, D.D.S., P.L.L.C.

Diplomate of American Board of Pediatric Dentistry
Fellow of American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101
Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087

www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com

Ofc: 817-441-2425
Fax: 817-441-2491

CASAS LAWNCARE

EullflfawnfMainténance
InstalliMulchfAndiGravel

EREEESTIMATES
liubenpcasas@gmail.com

682.240.7853

Churche

WORSHIP WIIH US Al

united methodist church

your church since 1878

Sundays

Contemporary Service 9am
Traditional Service 11am

AS YOU ARE

Sunday Service 817-901-9455
10:00 AM 5050 S Hwy 5
Aledo, TX

PCCC

Papkrr County Cowpoy CHURCH

I’ EVERYONE WELCOME

WWW.PCCOWBOYCHURCH.ORG

[ i

Old Weatherford Rd

Fi 3325

OLY
DEEMER [=

CATHOLIC PARISH

Sunday Mornings:
9:30am Small Group
10:.65am Worship

FM 1187

" AdultBible Study
Chlldren s JAM (K-5th) |
STUdenTS*@The Quge?
Vocal qnd Bell Chows

T THE
20 B HossiG

Located in Downtown Aledo

16250 Old Weatherford Road
Aledo, Texas

For current Mass Times visit our website at:
www.HolyRedeemerAledo.org
For more information contact the Parish Office at 817-441-3500

k and Pe

r\ﬂ Gledcumé org .

wwuwJ.crossingaledo.com
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“AFTER DEEP CONVERSATIONS WITHE, |
GO0 AND MY FAMILY | HAVE MADE THE!.
DECISION TO RECLASSIFY T0 202548

COMMITMENT COMING SOONSS 5 (S
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FOOTBALL
Guillory
announces
early

graduation

Last season as a
Bearcat
By Rick Mauch

The Community News

Even if the Aledo Bearcats do as
many expect and win another state
championship, Raycine Guillory’s
days as the team’s star running back
appear to be numbered.

Guillory, a junior, announced via
X (formerly Twitter) this past week-
end that he plans to reclassify and
target a 2025 graduation, a year
earlier than originally scheduled.

Turn to GUILLORY, page 9

TENNIS

Racquet Cats
named
all-district

League champs
dominate honors
Staff Reports

The Community News

The league champion Aledo
Racquet Cats dominated the All-
District 5-5A honors as selected by
the coaches recently.

Receiving accolades from Aledo
are:

Boys MVP: Jacob Heckathorn.

Girls Co-MVP: Elli Kate
Bussmeir and Lila Satterfield.

Boys Newcomer of the Year: Ben
Kurth.

Girls Newcomer of the Year:
McKinley Hayes.

Coach of the Year: Joe McCoy.

Boysdoubles: Line 1, Heckathorn/
Francois Britz, first team; Line 2,
Kurth/Casen Freeland, second
team; Line 3, Noah Nottingham/
Tom Ruminsky, second team.

Girls doubles: Line 1, Bussmeir/
Bryanna Orr, first team; Line 2,
Hayes/Satterfield, first team; Line
3, Eleanor Jack/Patrice Loftin, first
team.

Mixed doubles: Paxton Psencik/
Natalie Nawrocki, second team.

Boys singles: Line 1, Heckathorn,
first team; Line 2, Kurth, second
team; Line 3, Ruminsky, honorable
mention; Line 4, Britz, first team;
Line 5, Freeland, second team; Line
6, Psencik, second team.

Girls singles: Line 1, Satterfield,
first team; Line 3, Bussmeir, first
team; Line 4, Sydney Byrd, first
team; Line 5, Hayes, first team; Line
6, Gracie Heydman, first team

“We had a great season as you can
see from all the individual awards
received. Our group was resilient,
determined, and eager to improve
each and every day,, McCoy said.
“We made great strides through-
out the season, finishing as district
champions and making it to the
third round of the playoffs.

“Thank you for all the support
we've received from the community,
our administration, and especially
the parents. We are so blessed to
have all of you on our side. I am so
proud of all of our players and look
forward to the spring season.”

VOLLEYBALL

No. 3 Ladycats take down top-ranked Amarillo

Advance to regional
final against No. 2
Heritage

By Geoff Heppes and Rick Mauch
The Community News

The Aledo Ladycats con-
tinued their march through the
postseason after capturing victo-
ries over Birdville and Burleson
in the bi-district and area rounds,
respectively. In their regional semi-
final bout, the Ladycats faced off
against the Amarillo Sandies, the
No. 1 team in the state in Class
5A Division I by the Texas Girls
Coaches Association at the Western
Texas College Coliseum in Snyder.

Aledo, who took down the same
Amarillo team earlier in the season
in four sets, ousted the familiar foe
in even more dominant fashion,
sweeping the Sandies by a final
score of 25-22, 25-14 and 25-20.

The win gave Aledo (34-7),
ranked No. 3 in Class 5A Division I,
the title of regional semifinal cham-
pions, the program’s best result
since 2017 when they advanced to
the state semifinals in Claire Gay’s
first season as head coach.

The impressive win over
Amarillo (37-7), a team who has
eliminated Aledo from postsea-
son competition in three out of
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Members of the Aledo Ladycats volleyball team pose with their trophy after winning in the Class 5A Division |

area round of the playoffs.

their four postseason meetings
since 2013, sets up another play-
off rematch for rights to Class 5A
Region I.

There, Aledo will take its
23-match win streak and face
off against the mighty Colleyville
Heritage Lady Panthers (36-6),
led by dynamic senior and BYU-
commit Suli Davis, one of the top
ranked players in the nation. The
Lady Panthers are ranked No. 2 in
Class 5A Division I.

Colleyville Heritage defeated
Aledo 2-0 (25-19, 25-23) in a tour-
nament earlier this season.

In the win over Amarillo, star
junior Alyssa Todd led the way with
19 kills and seven digs while junior
setter Sophie Frank distributed 14
assists, recorded a team-high 12
digs and served one ace. Senior
middles Kinley Elms and Haley
Lowe finished with identical stat-
lines of four Kkills and four blocks,
and senior middle Ella Isbell

recorded three kills and a team-
high six blocks. Morgan Estevez
also contributed up front with
three kills while Ali LoBaugh reg-
istered three blocks.

Senior setter Ava Reding added
11 assists and five digs while Ella
Meador had nine digs and served
two aces. Senior libero Kenrie
Pruitt added seven digs and senior

Turn to LADYCATS, page 9

FOOTBALL

Bearcats look to extend another streak

Have won 28
straight bi-district
games

By Rick Mauch

The Community News

If you sign up to play football
for Aledo High School, expect to
be wearing the uniform for a long
time. Not only does the team make
the playoffs every season, they
advance with as much regularity
than the sun rising each day.

When the Bearcats (9-1), No.
1 in the state in Class 5A Division
I and champions of District 3-5A
Division I, take the field at home
Friday night at 7 p.m. against
Saginaw Chisholm Trail (7-3),
fourth in 4-5A Division I, they
will be seeking to extend another
mind-boggling streak. They’ll be
going for a 29th consecutive bi-
district victory dating to 1996.

“It shows consistency within
the program - and sometimes
you've got to be lucky as well,
Bearcats head coach Robby Jones
said. “Plus, it helps greatly when
there’s not too much turnover in
the program.”

Tim Buchanan was the head
coach from 1996-2013, then Steve
Wood, who was defensive coor-
dinator coached the team from
2014-18, Buchanan returned from
2019-2022 before Wood took over
last season after being an assistant
for two decades, including offen-
sive coordinator since 2009.

“You keep consistency within
the program for years and years
and it pays off with consistent suc-
cess,” Jones said. “Of course, you
also need talented football players
who put in the work, and guys who
won't mess it up when they go in
the game. We've had plenty of both
in Aledo.”

In fact, one has to go back to
1988 for the last time Aledo lost in
bidistrict, 38-22 to Decatur. They
didn’t reach the postseason from
1989-95, with Buchanan being hired
in 1993.

New territory

The Rangers are not only in the
playoffs for the first time in their
short history. They are enjoying
their first winning season.

The school opened in 2012.

The seven victories in this first
season under head coach Rickhlan
Holmes match the total from the
four previous seasons combined.
The most victories in a season
before this was in 2019, when the

Rangers finished 4-6, a mark they
equaled in 2016.

“He got them going in his
first year, but Holmes has turned
around programs before,” Jones
noted. “He took several Tyler (John
Tyler) teams deep in the playoffs.”

One of those deep runs was
ended with a 44-14 loss to Aledo in
the 2014 Class 5A state semifinals.
The Lions also reached the semifi-
nals under Holmes in 2012.

Turnovers/takeaways

The teams are almost even in
both turnovers and takeaways.
Aledo has 10 turnovers (5 fumbles,
5 interceptions) and 16 takeaways
(5 fumbles, 11 takeaways).

Meanwhile, the Rangers have
turned the ball over nine times
(6 fumbles, 3 interceptions) and
have 17 takeaways (10 fumbles, 7
interceptions).

Previous meetings

This will be the third meeting
between the Bearcats and Rangers,
with Aledo holding a 2-0 advan-
tage. The teams were in the same
district at the time of the first two
meetings.

Aledo won 41-0 in 2016 and
56-7 in 2017.

Bidistrict matchups

While the Bearcats will host
Chisholm Trail, the rest of bi-dis-
trict matchups involving fellow
league teams includes:

Denton Ryan (9-1, No. 3 in the
state), 3-5A Division I runner-up,
hosts Fort Worth Paschal (7-3),
third in 4-5A Division I.

Richland (8-2), third in 3-5A
Division I, hosts Fort Worth
Arlington Heights (9-1), second in
4-5A Division I.

Azle (7-3), fourth in 3-5A
Division I, visits Saginaw (10-0),
champions of 4-5A Division 1.

Looking ahead

While no coach likes to look
beyond the next opponent, should
the Bearcats win they will face
the winner between Abilene (7-3)
and El Paso Parkland (3-7). Those
teams were playing at press time.

A possible third-round rematch
with Azle could be on the horizon.
The Bearcats defeated the Hornets
77-14 in Azle on Now. 1.

In fact, it is possible that all four
teams in the Region I semifinals
are from District 3-5A Division I,
with Ryan and Richland meeting
in the other semifinal.

Rankings

Lincoln Tubbs

Once again the Bearcats are
the No. 1 team in Texas in Class 5A
Division I. Ryan is No. 3 again this
week and Richland moved up from
10 to ninth.

Nationally, the Bearcats moved
up a spot to No. 78.

District 3-5A Division |
final standings

District Overall PF/PA
X-Aledo 80 91 536-155
Y-DentonRyan 71  9-1 464-177
Y-Richland 6-2 82 484-254
Y-Azle 5-2 73 384-394
Brewer 4-4 4-6  245-305
Birdville 2-6 37 263-436
FossilRidge 35 3-7 229-407
Denton 17 2-8 159-440
Granbury 0-8 19 155-356

X = Clinched district championship
Y = Clinched playoff berth

Last week’s results
Aledo 62, Denton O

Ryan 56, Birdville 14

Brewer 29, Granbury 22
Richland 58, Azle 28

Fossil Ridge season over

This week’s games (all at
7 p-m.)

Thursday

FW Paschal at Ryan

Friday

Chisholm Trail at Aledo

Azle at Saginaw

Richland vs. Arlington Heights at
Farrington Field

KRISTIN MORALES/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Game at a glance

Saginaw Chisholm Trail (7-3,
5-3 in District 4-5A Division
I, fourth) at Aledo (9-1, 8-0 in
3-5A Division |, champions)

When: 7 p.m. Friday, Nov. 15, Tim
Buchanan Stadium.

Last week: Chisholm Trail lost to
Saginaw 35-13, Aledo defeated
Denton 62-0.

Last season: Chisholm Trail was
1-9. Aledo went 16-0 and won
Class 5A Division | state cham-
pionship.

All-time series: Aledo leads 2-0.

Returning starters: Chisholm
Trail 6 offensive/5 defensive,
Aledo 3 offensive, 4 defensive.

Chisholm Trail offensive players
to watch: RB William Quintana
Rodriguez (866 yards, 8.7
per carry, 12 TD); WR Omari
Johnson (32 catches, 707
yards, 9 TD).

Aledo offensive players to
watch: QB Gavin Beard (1,640
yards, 23 TD, 3 interceptions),
WR Blake Burdine (25 catch-
es, 439 yards, 6 TD).

Chisholm Trail defensive players
to watch: DE Aiden Rivas (25
tackles, 11 for loss, 8 sacks,
fumble recovery) LB Deun
Lewis (25 tackles, 5 for loss, 6
sacks, interception, 2 fumble
recoveries).

Aledo defensive players to
watch: LB Joseph Hancin (19
tackles, 1.5 for loss), CB Alex
Patton (16.5 tackles, 1.5 for
loss, fumble recovery).
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" TexSCAN Week of

Nov. 17-23, 2024

CHARITY

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup
and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car
Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today!

ENERGY

Backup power — peace of mind. Get a standard
warranty of 7 years, $849 value. Call 888-925-0261,
Briggs & Stratton Energy Solutions.

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a
generator. It’s a power move.

EVENTS

Pleasanton, TX — Merry on Main, Dec. 6 & 7. Light
parade, fireworks, a variety of vendors, live music,
carols, Little Miss Merry on Main, and the lighting of
the Christmas tree that marks the start of the season.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath
or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time,
waving ALL installation costs! (Additional terms
apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. (Offer
ends 12/29/24.) Call 1-855-965-0841.

Olshan Foundation Solutions. Your trusted
foundation repair experts since 1933. Foundation
repair. Crawl space recovery. Basement waterproofing.
‘Water management and more. Free evaluation. Limited
time up to $250 off foundation repair. Call Olshan
844-736-4590.

Wesley Financial Group, LLC — Timeshare
Cancellation Experts. Over $50,000,000 in timeshare
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free informational
package and learn how to get rid of your timeshare!
Free consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. Call
855-501-6864.

MEDICAL

Medicare questions? Hermann Sons Life has you
covered. Retiring, new to Medicare, questions about
changes to your current coverage — real answers
from your trusted Hermann Sons Life Medicare Agent.
Hermannsonslife.org, 210-527-9113, 877-437-6261.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467
www.dentalSOplus.com/txpress #6258

OIL & GAS RIGHTS

‘We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing

and producing including Non-Participating Royalty
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

WATER DAMAGE

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:
A small amount of water can lead to major damage
in your home. Our trusted professionals do complete
repairs to protect your family and your home’s value!
Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027. Have zip code of service
location ready when you call!

WANTED

Need Extra Cash — I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes
—Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition — Old/New, Dirty
or Clean! I PAY CASH. No Title — No Problem, we
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network
200 Participating Texas Newspapers * Regional Ads

Start At $250 « Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the

Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

community-news.com

The Devine News is family-owned, serving South Texas

for 126 years and counting! Let us help you navigate the

digital world. Our Rates...Starting at $3,600 per year /
NO Set Up Fees. No Robots. Give us a call today...

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS

The City of Aledo (“City”) is pleased to issue this Request for
Qualifications (“RFQ”) to identify experienced and qualified firms to
provide on-call professional services for future projects.

The City is requesting Statements of Qualifications (“S0Q”) regarding
professional services across various disciplines including General
Engineering, Stormwater Drainage Design, Water/Sewer Utility Design,
Right-of-way/Property Services, Landscaping Design, and Construction
Materials Testing & Special Inspection as more fully defined in this RFQ.

Submittals will only be accepted until 2:00 p.m. on Monday,
December 2, 2024.

Bid # PW-2024-007
CITY OF ALEDO - RFQ FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

RFQ documents may be obtained in person from Aledo City Hall,
104 Maverick Street, Aledo, Texas 76008, or downloaded at www.
aledotx.gov. RFQ documents will be ready for pickup on and after
November 8, 2024.

The City’s website will be updated with addenda, additional reports,
or other information relevant to the RFQ. It is the sole responsibility
of all plan holders, whether they have received digital downloads or
paper copies of the plans and specifications, to periodically check
for addenda that may have been posted on the City’s website.

There will be a non-mandatory, pre-submittal conference on
November 21, 2024 at 10:00 AM. The pre-submittal conference
will be held at the Aledo Community Center Conference Room, 104
Robinson Court, Aledo, Texas 76008.

Interested firms should submit all inquiries and/or questions
concerning this RFQ to the person identified below by Monday,
November 25, 2024, at 5:00 P.M. Questions that result in changes
to the RFQ will be answered in writing and copies distributed to bid-
ders of record in the form of an addendum.

Luis Gatica, P.E., CFM
104 Maverick Street
Aledo, Texas 76008

817.441.7016

Igatica@aledotx.gov

Advertisement dates:
November 8, 2024
November 15, 2024

November 22, 2024
OIL, GAS, &

WE B u MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)

Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422
LOBO MINERALS, LLC

PO Box 1800 « Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Zoning Board of Adjustment for the Town of Annetta will con-
duct a public hearing on December 2, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. at Town
Hall, 450 Thunder Head Lane, Annetta, and will act upon the follow-
ing request:

1. A Special Exception for 189 Portales Drive, a property
containing .816 acres of land (Lot 21, Block F, Subdivision:
Meadow Park Estates 3) to allow for a 1,200 square foot
accessory structure that exceeds the allowed square footage
as set forth in Section 8.10.B.2.c of the Town of Annetta
Zoning Ordinance 215.

2. A Special Exception to Section 8.10.B.10 of the Town of
Annetta Zoning Ordinance 215 for 189 Portales Drive, a
property containing .816 acres of land (Lot 21, Block F,
Subdivision: Meadow Park Estates 3), to allow garage doors
on any size accessory structure to face the right-of-way
with additional landscaping, exterior materials or colors and
ornamental features to ensure compatibility with the neighbor-
hood.

All interested persons are urged to attend.
TO BE PUBLISHED: Friday, November 15, 2024

/s/
Jamee Long, City Secretary/Administrator

Town of Annetta, Texas

SERVICES

BEAUTIFUL DOORS
REFINISHED BY TENNYSON
Beautiful Doors Refinished
by tennyson/ Front Doors,

— Garage Doors, Also,: Shutters,
§ E {\ E LE;SthleZIe Wood Trim , Weather Stripping,
LITIlA olution Hardware, Door Adjustments
S InolE o oM & More! Call or Text 817-305-
IYCIABIIIN|S ILEPHEZETSAIG% 3087. Thank You!
TISIAITIA[T AlB[U[S TIAIK[E[N]
7wk ] FORSALE
@S}fg Ewat® || FREE BED FRAME
‘i%%? King size, wooden bed frame.
o[s|o Located in Aledo.
lia s1712||  For more information,
please call 817-441-8542

TEXAS PRESS
ASSOCIATION

MEMBER 2024

Business Cards

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100

Aledo, TX 76008

Bus. 817-441-4108 « Fax 800-656-0301
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

CALEB W. COX
817-980-2709

Vanity Tops
Whirlpool Tubs

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE

2927 Greenlee Park Trail
Weatherford, Texas 76088

Natural Granite ¢ Solid Surface ¢ Silestone

Tubs
Shower Walls

817-341-8970

HEARING
CARE CENTER

4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702

Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre

Phone: 817.263.1971

CHAPPELL

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com

i

Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

(817) 249-2028

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t I

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

Ken Hartman, Proprietor

o / C
REFINISHED
Front Doors * Garage Doors
Shutters » Wood Trim
Wood Replacement
Weatherstripping

Mike & Aaron Tennyson
817-305-3087
Call or Text

R

87 MINI STORAGE

We have lots of room
for your stuff!

/
A
§

"

1515 E. FM 1187 - Aledo, Texas - 817-504-7662
Call for availability - Boat & RV parking - $50
10x10 $65 * 10x20 $95 » 10x30 $140

¢« 2°° | .
R
© I N

LANCE NORMAN ROOFING

* COMPOSITION SHINGLES
* WOOD SHINGLES

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL * NEW ROOFS * REROOFS

Insurance Claims Handled * REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 - mobile (817) 996-2726

Office: 817-565-4658
Talk and text 817-771-9661

ROSS GUTTERS

In Business Since 1995

5 & 6 Inch Seamless Gutters ¢ Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial « New & Repair

FREE SPLASH BLOCKS FOR A LIMITED TIME

COLDWELL
BANKER

Global Luxury Specialist

KIMBERLY MEYER,
ABR, CRS, GRI
REALTOR®

Cell (817) 929-0347
REALTY kimberly.meyer@cbdfw.com

5924 Convair Drive #420
Fort Worth, TX 76109
www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer

V A |

@Opcratcd by a subsidary m
= of NRT, LLC

THE
CommuniTY NEWS

P0. Box 1031, Aledo, TX + 817-441-7661
www.community-news.com

Leave
your.
card!

__-' or info about advertising on the
“/ Business Card Page, call 817-441-7661.

DRAKE
ELECTRICAL
SERVICES L.L.C.

817-441-8633

« » NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS * *
RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR « LICENSED & INSURED
TECL #19987
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He said it also made him a bet- “After deep conversations

ter team leader.

“‘'m more vocal. 'm gonna
speak up, if I like or don’t like
something,” he said. “I also got a big
lesson in patience.”

Appreciating game more

Guillory said he’d never thought
before the injury about the pos-
sibility of not being able to play.
Suddenly, that being the case, like
being reunited with a lost love, he
realized what was taken away.

“Every game I'm grateful,” he
said. “Once youre out, youre out.
There’s no time machine to go back.”

Guillory had never suffered a
serious injury before.

Rehabbing

Along with battling the depres-
sion, Guillory underwent a hard
physical rehabilitation. However,
for someone who was used to leav-
ing defenders shaking their heads
after a move that also made their
jaw drop, the process couldn’t go
fast enough.

Then, one day his dad joined in.

“My dad made me get up early
one morning. He had set up some
cones,” Guillory said. “I started
going in between them, making
some moves I do on the football
field. After that, I knew I was com-
ing back”

College

Guillory recently announced
his plans to graduate early in 2025
and is being pursued by many big-
time universities and has around
40 NCAA Division I offers to play
college football. He verbally com-
mitted to the University of Texas
after his sophomore season, but

—
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Aledo's Raycine Guillory drags defenders over the goal line in the
Bearcats' come-from-behind victory over Denton Ryan.

then withdrew that commitment
and is still weighing his options.

“It's a process. It’s narrowing
down, but then, another one comes
through the door,” he said.

He plans to study commu-
nications and wants to enter the
broadcasting industry some day -
after his professional playing days
are over, of course.

“I will play pro. I feel like I'm
meant to play,” he said. “People
might say I'm cocky, but it takes
confidence to reach your goals. If
you're not confident, you won’t get
there.”

He would join former Bearcat
Jase McClellan in that capacity.
McClellan, after a standout career
at the University of Alabama, was
drafted by the Atlanta Falcons
and has seen regular-season game
action this season.

“If he goes to a school where
he’ll continue to get even better
and becomes what he’s capable of
becoming, I might be looking for
a Ray Guillory jersey to hang in
my office,” Aledo head coach Robby
Jones said. “I'm getting a Jase
Guillory one also.”

Back in a strong way

Last season Guillory rushed
for 1,207 yards and 17 touchdowns
while catching 10 passes for 175
yards and four more scores. This
season he appears poised to surpass
those numbers as, through nine
games, he has 1,039 yards and 19
TD rushing, with eight catches for
118 yards and two TD receiving.

“This season’s great. To be able to
come off a season-ending injury and
produce like I have, it feels great,”
he said.

There’s only one thing that
would make it even better, he said,
smiling. That would be not only
winning state, but being able to play
in the game.

Last season he watched as his
former teammate, Hawk Patrick-
Daniels, now a standout at Tyler
Junior College, was named
Offensive MVP in the Bearcats’ state
title game victory.

“When were playing in Jerry
Jones World, they’ll know Raycine
Guillory was there,” he said. “We're
going to have a party.”

with God and my family I have
made the decision to reclassify to
2025. Commitment coming soon,”
Guillory posted.

Earlier this year Guillory made
a verbal commitment to play for
the University of Texas, but then
rescinded that choice. He is being
pursued by college football pro-
grams from coast to coast.

“It’s something that high school
programs are going to have to deal
with,” Aledo head coach Robby
Jones said. “It started when Quinn
Ewers did it.

“When high schools have tal-
ented athletes, colleges are going
to offer them money. You can enjoy
playing with kids, often those you
grew up with, or you can graduate
early and start making NIL money.”

While Guillory hasn’t officially
said benefiting from the Name/
Image/Likeness rule is the reason
behind his decision, he would not
be the first to take advantage of the
rule that went into effect in July
of 2021. The rule allows athletes
to benefit financially from their
name, image or their likeness being
used in advertising, resulting in
many athletes signing endorse-
ment deals.

Ewers graduated from Southlake
Carroll early, announcing it was for
NIL reasons. He first played for
Ohio State before transferring to
and currently playing quarterback
for the Texas Longhorns.

He received over $1 million in
NIL benefits.

“It’s something that’s going to
start happening more and more,”
Jones said. “Colleges pay kids who
are good players to leave high
school early”
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Guillory played for Mansfield
Lake Ridge as a freshman. He led
the Broncos with 769 rushing yards
and nine touchdowns, along with
catching 18 passes for 154 yards
and three TD.

Last season he transferred to
Aledo and helped the Bearcats to a
16-0 record and a second consecu-
tive state championship. Despite
being injured (knee) for part of the
season, including the state semifi-
nals and finals, he led the Bearcats
with 1,207 rushing yards with 17
TD, and also caught 10 passes for
175 yards and four more scores.

Guillory had offseason surgery
on his knee and has returned to
enjoy his best season yet as the
Bearcats carry a 9-1 record into
the postseason in quest of the pro-
gram’s 13th state title. Guillory has
1,055 yards on the ground with 20
TD and has nine receptions for
124 yards and two more scores.
He scored a career-high six touch-
downs and rushed for a career-best
244 yards in a 49-42 overtime vic-
tory against Richland.

PREVIEW

from page 12

“Looking through the history,
we have our sights on bringing
home a district championship, the
first one since the 2019-2020 sea-
son,” Ott said. “We wil

1 be a contender in the playoffs
and look to make a strong state run
while advancing multiple rounds.”

Lady Roos looking for

strong culture

The Lady Roos, who are now led
by Caleb King, are ready to establish
a strong culture under the leader-
ship of the upperclassmen in an
effort to provide the jolt needed for
the program to take the next step.

“I'm most looking forward to
our returning seniors and leaders,”
King said. “They have brought an
energy and excitement to what we
are doing to this year. They want
to have a great season Laand re-
energize the program, so we can
reach new levels we havent been
to before”

Ledbystarsenior guard Landrie
Polk, who reached her 1,000-point

milestone in her junior year, the
Lady Roos showcase plenty of tal-
ent and versatility in age and skill
throughout the roster,and King
expects these pieces to mesh well
together.

“We have five returning seniors
that have experience at the varsity
level,” King said. “Landrie Polk and
Kennedy Jarrett are two leading
scorers that are returning. They
can play off the bounce and shoot
the ball well, and they are play-
makers that help the entire team
play better."

Kodi Martin, a junior, and
Charli Clark, a senior, are two
returning forwards that can shoot
and spread the floor. They can
also operate around the basket to
give us abalanced attack. Kelsey
Henderson, a senior, also returns
to play wing and will lead our
defense with intensity and effort.

"We have a strong core group of
players that are excited to get after
it this year”

To continue reading visit: hitps://
www.community-news.com/stories/
local-teams-amped-for-24-25-sea-
son,99175

LADYCATS

from page 7

defensive specialist Logyn Denbow

finished with five digs.

The Ladycats and Lady Panthers
will battle for a spot in the state
semifinals at 5:30 p.m. Friday at
W.G. Thomas Coliseum in Haltom

City.

Ladycats Blank Burleson

in second round

Trying to win a single point,
much less a set or match, is a big
task for opponents of the Aledo
Ladycats volleyball team these days.

The latest team to try - and to
fall far short - was the Burleson
Lady Elks in the Class 5A Division
I area round playoffs. The Ladycats
controlled the match from start
to finish, leading wire-to-wire, in
a 3-0 sweep at the Arlington ISD
Athletics Center on Thursday, Nov.
7.

The Ladycats (33-7) humbled
the Lady Elks (24-16) 25-10, 25-12,
25-12, winning for a 22nd straight
match. It was their 27th win in
straight sets this season and the

15th in the past 16 matches, includ-
ing all 12 of their District 5-5A
matches.

Much of their success against
Burleson was connected to serving.
Aledo was able to do consistently
and the Lady Elks had difficulty.

Seventeen of Aledo's points in
the first set came off of their serves,
including a 7-0 run to end the con-
test. It started with a kill by Alyssa
Todd to give them the ball, with
Logyn Denbow then serving six
straight points, with the help of a
pair of blocks and a kill by Haley
Lowe.

Meanwhile, it was the second
set before Burleson scored a point
off its serve.

In all, Aledo scored 48 points
via their own serves compared to
seven for the Lady Elks.

"We've been working on taking
location away from their (oppo-
nents) side of the net, keeping the
ball away from their best players on
serve,' Aledo coach Claire Gay said.
"If you can take away the better hit-
ters when you serve, it's easier for
us to move the ball around.”

Denbow served 14 points in the
match, including seven straight in

an 8-0 run in the second set to give
Aledo a 14-5 advantage.

"Serving is a big part of our
game. We struggled with it a little
in district, but we've been honing
our skills," said Morgan Estevez,
who served the match-ending
point, with a kill from Todd.

Statistical leaders for
Ladycats included:

Kills: Todd 12, Kinley Elms 10,
Haley Lowe 8.

Aces: Denbow 2, Ava Reding 1,
Todd 1.

Assists: Reding 19,
Frank 8, Hailey Hamilton 7.

Digs: Ella Meador 15, Kenrie
Pruitt 8, Denbow 8, Todd 7, Reding
6, Hamilton 5.

Blocks: Lowe 7, Elms 3, Ali
LoBaugh 3, Ella Isbell 2.

Gay praised the play of her team
during its winning streak, saying,
"They're a wonderful group of girls.
They've been together a long time
and they are willing to work more
for each other than themselves."

This was the second win for the
Ladycats over Burleson this season,
the first being 3-0 in the Arlington
Classic Invitational on Aug. 31.
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LADYCAT

OF THE WEEK

Haley Lowe
Volleyball

k| 3 The senior middle hitter was a force at the
=1 net in the Ladycats’ two playoff wins last
week, 3-1 over Birdville and a 3-0 sweep
| of Burleson. She finished with 16 kills and

10 blocks in the two matches.
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BEARCAT

OF THE WEEK

Joseph Hancin
Foothall

The senior linebacker led a defensive effort

that saw the Bearcats shut down every
| facet of the game in defeating the Denton

Broncos 62-0 to wrap up the regular season

at Tim Buchanan on Nov. 8. He had 3.5
4 tackles, including 1.5 for a loss.
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FOOTBALL

Outrunning the darkness

Guillory back strong
from injury
By Rick Mauch

The Community News

Raycine Guillory is one of the
beRaycine Guillory is one of the
best high school running backs
in the state with a goal of helping
the Aledo Bearcats win a third
straight state championship - and
a 13th overall. He fears no defense,
giving the Bearcats faithful plenty
to cheer about, such as when he
scored six touchdowns recently in
a win over Richland.

There is, however, a time not
too long ago when he was anything
but excited. His electrifying moves
squelched by a knee injury that
sidelined him for several games
last season, including most of the
playoffs.

He had offseason surgery, and
with that came the dark period as
he worked to recover.

“It was hard. I got depressed.
I had a lot going on mentally,
Guillory, a junior, said. “I started
praying and giving it to my Lord
and saviour. I don’t know how I got
through it without him.”

Feeling empty

While the vast majority of ath-
letes bounce back successfully
following knee surgery today, the
mind will play games with the per-
son experiencing the injury. Such
was the case with Guillory.

“I didn’t know who I was with-
out football,” he said.

Football had been a part of his
life since he was 3 years old.

“My dad had me walking
around the barber shop when I

KRISTIN MORALES/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Guillory Raycine carries the ball in the district game against Dention.

was little, saying ‘1, 2, 3, hut!” he
recalled with a chuckle.

His father, Raycine Sr. owns the
famous Lonnie’s Barber Shop in
Fort Worth, which was started by
Raycine’s grandfather. Raycine Sr.
was also a standout running back
in high school before switching to
defensive back at Louisiana Tech.

Finding a new self

Guillory was always described
by others as a good guy, but during
his recovery he said he nonetheless
did some soul searching, especially

while being in the hospital. It was
enhanced by some additional com-
plications that he said extended his
post-surgery stay.

“I realized life is precious. I'm
a better person because of it,” he
said. “I wanted to be a person who
brings joy, I had to be - and not just
with the football.

“Getting out of that struck
something in me. It made me a
better person - and a better foot-
ball player and teammate.”

Turn to DARKNESS, page 9

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Local teams amped
for 24-25 season

New head coaches
in charge

By Geoff Heppes
The Community News

The hardwood season has just
tipped off throughout Texas high
school basketball gymnasiums and
local hoop squads such as the Aledo
Ladycats and the Weatherford Lady
Kangaroos have stepped onto the
hardwood to begin their respective
2024-25 campaigns.

Both schools' varsity programs
will feature new head coaches as
Donnie Ott takes over the reigns
from recently retired Nikki Hyles
in Aledo, while former Weatherford
assistant Caleb King took the helm
in Weatherford after Jeff Guice
began a new chapter of his coach-
ing career at Gunter High School.

Ladycats out to continue

tradition

For the Ladycats, Ott — a 26-year
coaching veteran - is eager to contin-
ue the strong tradition of a reputable
Ladycats basketball program.

“I am looking forward to con-
tinuing the success of the Ladycat
Basketball Program,” Ott said. “It’s
exciting to have a team with a great
mix of youth and experience. I'm
going into my 26th year and having
coached in this area before for nine
years, so I am very confident in my
abilities to perform this job and
continue to add to the rich tradi-
tions of this program. It is my hope
that my personal experience coach-
ing deep in the playoffs and at the
state-championship level will help
to enrich this program’s potential
throughout the season.”

Ott brings a bevy of high quality
experience to the table for a new-look
Ladycats squad that lost key seniors
such as Natalie Anderson but is
returning key pieces like Elizabeth
Griffin and Brooklyn Dempsey. Aledo
will get more front line reinforce-
ments from seniors Kinley Elms and
Ella Isbell after their postseason run
in volleyball concludes.

“We currently have great lead-
ership with several returning
players from last year,” Ott said.
“The leaders in this program have
been extremely coachable and have
shown a willingness to learn. They
have been instrumental in creating
a positive culture that will lead to
success both on and off the court”

Furthermore, Ott said he hopes
to see his team develop of tough,
hard-nosed mindset, starting on the
defensive end to make the opposi-
tion work hard to score, and he
hopes to see the players achieve all
things in unison on the court.

“I am hoping we embody team
spirit, toughness, togetherness and
commitment to a culture that will
make the Aledo Independent School
District and community proud,” Ott
said. “I do believe this has been on
display so far this season and feel
that it will continue because we
have great kids here, great parental
support and a strong community to
support our student athletes.”

In addition to making lasting
memories through the pre-district
and tournament cycles, Ott is con-
fident that this team can etch even
more lasting memories through a
potential long postseason run.

Turn to PREVIEW, page 9

enty teams gathered at Squaw Creek Golf Course
ow Park to do their part in the fight to beat cancer.
1ament benefited Erin Miller to help supplement

|

s incurred with her cancer battle.
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