
Presidents meet  
to discuss  
agreement
Courtesy Weatherford College
Weatherford College President 
Tod Allen Farmer hosted 
University of Texas at Arlington 
President Jennifer Cowley 
and key leadership from both 
institutions on Friday, Oct. 
18 to discuss expanding their 
partnership in light of UTA's 
planned expansion into Parker 
County with UTA West.  
This was the second visit for 
Cowley and her delegation 
on the WC campus and the 
third time the two presidents 
have met recently about part-
nerships. Discussions focused 
on strengthening the existing 
relationship between WC and 
UTA to better serve students 
in Parker County and the sur-
rounding areas.  
“We were honored to host 
UTA President Cowley and 

her leadership team,” Farmer 
said. “Together, we built on the 
existing WC nursing bachelor’s 
degree to UTA’s nursing mas-
ter's degree transfer agreement 
in preparation for a massive 
UTA West partnership.”  

In early 2023, WC and UTA 
signed a transfer agreement 
benefiting WC’s Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing Degree 
graduates into the Master of 
Science in Nursing program at 
UTA.  

During this meeting, officials 
discussed a potential new trans-
fer agreement for graduates 
of WC’s upcoming Bachelor 
of Computer Science Degree 
program into UTA’s master’s 
program in computer science, 
pending final accreditation 
approval of WC’s fifth bach-
elor’s degree.  

They also discussed a part-
nership to expand WC’s 
engineering technology 

program with matriculation into 
UTA’s College of Engineering.  
“Weatherford College and 
UT Arlington are dedicated 
partners in advancing nurs-
ing education and addressing 
our state’s nursing shortage,” 
Cowley said. “The development 

of our UTA West campus will 
strengthen our collaboration 
and commitment to enhancing 
educational opportunities and 
addressing our region’s press-
ing needs in health care and 
beyond.” 
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WILLOW PARK

Town hall 
set for  

Oct. 29
Citizens can voice 
ideas, give feedback
City of Willow Park

The City of Willow Park is host-
ing a town hall at 6:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Oct. 29, immediately fol-
lowing the parks board meeting at 
6 p.m. 

The town hall will feature a dis-
cussion on concept planning for 
the city parks and invite commu-
nity feedback on future ideas for the 
parks system. The public is encour-
aged to attend and participate.

“We have been given a fantas-
tic ‘wish list’ from the planners 
who work with us on parks, but 
before we make any moves for-
ward, it’s important to both council 
and staff that we seek input from 
our stakeholders,” said Willow Park 
Communications and Marketing 
Director Rose Hoffman.

“Realistically, we are going have 
to make some choices about what’s 
most important on the wish list, 
and we don’t want to make that 
decision in a silo.”

Possible plans for Kings Gate 
Park include multi-purpose courts, 
a dog park, trail expansion, and/or 
pavilions. The city hopes to identify 
priorities through the town hall and 
public surveys.

The City of Willow Park is work-
ing with FlashVote to engage the 
community and gather valuable 
input from residents to inform their 
decisions.

WEATHERFORD COLLEGE

WC, UTA explore  
expanded partnership

PHOTO COURTESY OF WEATHERFORD COLLEGE

Weatherford College President Tod Allen Farmer and University of 
Texas Arlington President Jennifer Cowley met to discuss expanding 
their schools’ partnership.

MOVIES

Aledo filmmaker 
found wife with 

latest project

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Aledo filmmaker Bill McAdams met his 
wife, Sarah Reeves, who was his co-star in 
McAdams’ new movie “God’s Here,” which will 
have a special screening Nov. 2 in Granbury.

'God's Here' screening 
Nov. 2 in Granbury
By John English
The Community News

When Bill McAdams, Jr., made his most 
recent film, "God's Here," he had no idea 
that he would ultimately fall in love with his 
future wife.

The movie stars McAdams, Kevin Sorbo 
and Sarah Reeves, a Christian Pop singer 
and actress, who played McAdams' wife 
Mary Gilmore in the film.

Now Reeves is the Aledo man's wife in 
real life.

“The scene where we fell in love in the 
movie made it," McAdams said. "It's one of 
my favorite scenes."

"God's Here" premieres on Nov. 2 at 
Cinergy Cinemas and Brazos Drive-In 
Theater.

The film will be streaming on all plat-
forms in Mid-November.

McAdams, whose father passed away in 
April at the age of 84, said it started with 
a lunch meeting at Bob's in Granbury and 
was sealed with the couple's first kiss that 
same night.

"It was so magical and it was not sup-
posed to happen,” McAdams said. “It was so 
innocent. Then I had an idea. I had used her 
song 'Christmas Feels Different This Year,' 
which is a sad Christmas song about being 
alone for your first Christmas. It kind of 
hit with me being the first Christmas away 
from my dad, and I thought I need to have 
a dance sequence where she gets her spirit.

“I walked by the Granbury Live (theater) 
and I imagined her name was in lights, like 
'Only tonight,' and I walk in and she is on 
the stage, performing to no one and looking 
beautiful.”

McAdams and Reeves then had what 
the filmmaker described as an “old school 

Turn to MOVIE, page 2

Turn to MEETING, page 2

Fall Festival Season

RYAN WADE PHOTOGRAPHY

TOP: Jenna Seeley prepares to take a family photo in front of the Aledo Fest sign. BOTTOM 
LEFT: Joey Sandoval enjoys a slide down one of the inflatables | BOTTOM RIGHT: Broxton 
Pemberton shoots an arrow while playing a carival game at Aledo Fest on Saturday, Oct. 19.
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film dance,” with absolutely no 
rehearsal.

“The camera work was great, 
the lighting was great,” McAdams 
said. “Everything just fell into place. 
When we ended the first take, the 
whole crew was crying behind the 
monitor. It wasn't supposed to be 
that magical, but in the film, it just 
breaks your heart. We watch it now 
and still get emotional."

Tribute to brother
For McAdams, the movie was 

a tribute of sorts for his brother, 
John, who was killed in a motor 
vehicle accident 12 years ago by a 
distracted driver.

The film revolves around a 
personal tragedy that occurs just 
before Christmas and the pro-
tagonist Jack Gilmore's journey 
towards forgiveness.

"I wrote this probably about 
eight years ago," McAdams said. 
"It was kind of a rough draft or 
first idea about texting and driving 
and loss. Then, ironically, I lost my 
brother in 2012 in a motorcycle 

accident, and my mother forgave 
the driver and actually invited her 
and her family to the funeral 10 
days later.”

At the time, McAdams was 
dumbfounded.

“I was in shock,” McAdams 
said. “But today, I think about the 
ultimate forgiveness and being 
able to accept the fact that it was 
a terrible accident and this poor 
girl has to live with this the rest of 
her life. That was enough. To try to 
prosecute or sue for money didn't 
make sense. So with that in mind, 
it was just trying to work through 
my brother's death again through 
another film. 'Gallow's Road' was 
the first one that I did."

McAdams' other works include 
such films as "Bully High" and 
"The Truth Hurts."

Making "God's Here" was 
especially cathartic for McAdams 
because it helped him to process 
grief.

"When you hold trauma, it's not 
good for you," he said. "Through 
the trauma of making this film, I 
met the most wonderful person in 
my life. That is my now wife, Sarah 
Reeves, who plays my wife in the 
film. Not even a year ago I met her, 

and now we are already married. 
We both have had trauma in our 
past, and we just came together on 
this film.

“She wrote the score for me. 
Her song in the trailer of the movie 
is going to be released as a single. 
So I think in working through 
trauma, you can really find some 
good light and joy. Now all I have 
is joy, all I do is laugh in knowing 
that my dad and John are together 
and in having a woman that I love."

Why Granbury?
Granbury was selected as the 

filming location because McAdams 
loves the ambiance around the hol-
iday season.

"The town was the perfect 
backdrop," he said. "It's beautiful 
over there around Christmas time. 
They're very festive."

McAdams, said he would like 
for people to take away two mes-
sages from the movie.

“The big one is not to text and 
drive, which is huge with every-
body,” McAdams said. “I think 
it's called 'End the Streak,' where 
someone's died on Texas highways 
every day since 2000, and they're 

trying to end the streak. So any 
kind of awareness I can bring to 
the to anti-texting and driving I 
will. We all do it and we're used 
to doing it, but it's something that 
can change your life in a second.

“The other thing is that it's okay 
to grieve. When you lose somebody, 
it's okay to be sad. It's okay to work 
through things, but you've got to 
work through them. And in the 
end, it's forgiving whoever harmed 
you and I think this movie is about 
the ultimate in forgiveness.”

Saturday, Nov. 2  
schedule

12:30-1:45 pm: Red Carpet 
event at Cinergy Cinemas, 1201 
Waters Edge Dr. in Granbury.

2-3:30 pm: Invite-only movie 
screening. Dress is Hollywood chic.

6 pm: Red carpet event at 
Brazos Drive In, 1800 W. Pearl St. 
in Granbury; doors open at 5:30 
pm.

7:15-8:45 pm: Public movie 
screening. Dress is casual.

Tickets: Drive-in screen-
ing, $20 per carload and $10 per 
single. Purchase at www.brazos-
drivein.com.

The city encourages residents to 
sign up at www.flashvote.com/wil-
lowparktx or call 775-235-2240 to 
participate by phone or text only. 
Signing up takes less than one min-
ute and your input is always kept 
anonymous. 

Personal or demographic informa-
tion collected by FlashVote is never 
shared with the city or anyone else. 

When residents sign up, they can 
determine how surveys are received 
– whether by email, text or phone 
call. They will receive a notification 
whenever there is a new survey, and 
they will have 48 hours to participate 
before voting closes. 

Once a survey is closed, everyone 
who participated will automatically 
receive a summary of the overall 
results and be able to see how their 
responses compare to the group.

“This process allows us to gain a 
scientific sampling of public senti-
ment by surveying the many, not just 
the noisy,” Hoffman said. “We want to 
try to gain as full an understanding as 
possible of what our community real-
ly wants and needs from their city.”

MOVIE
from page one

MEETING
from page one

RYAN WADE PHOTOGRAPHY

Payton Massingill attempts to sink her shot at the bean bag toss dur-
ing the Go West event at Founders Park in Walsh on Thursday, Oct. 10.

Go West Weatherford Monster Bash 

Abby and Shane Wallace go into character.

PHOTOS BY CHRISTOPHER AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

The Members Only band play classic rock and metal for the crowd.

Michael "Colonel Sanders" Howard 
is the event manager of the 2024 
Monster Bash.Rachel Hamelton painting a pumpkin. Court jester Aubrey McAlister

The annual Weatherford 
Monster Bash drew thousands of 
clowns, ghouls, and pop culture 

characters to Heritage Park for 
live music, food, and a spooky 
walk through a haunted forest.

https://www.community-news.com/stories/aledo-filmmaker-found-wife-with-latest-project,97177?
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EXCITING NEWS!

94 students earn  
College Board  
Scholar awards
By Mercedes Mayer
Aledo ISD

Aledo High School was recent-
ly honored with two awards from 
the College Board for its strong 
Advanced Placement test results as 
well as for a commitment to equi-
table access to advanced placement 
(AP) courses. The campus also had 
94 students earn 110 scholar recog-
nitions from the College Board.

College Board Advanced 
Placement Awards

AHS earned a silver desig-
nation on the 2024 Advanced 
Placement School Honor Roll and 
was acknowledged as an AP Access 
award winner by the College Board. 
The school earned both of these 
designations last year, as well.

Nearly 1,800 AP exams were given 
to nearly 1,050 students at Aledo 
High School/Daniel Ninth-Grade 
Campus in the 2023-2024 school 
year, and 66% of those tested earned 
a 3 or higher on their AP exams, 
which is required for college credit.

“Making sure all of our stu-
dents have an opportunity and 
are encouraged to take advanced 
courses has been a huge focus for 
our district, and we are proud to 
have earned these very important 
distinctions for the second year 
in a row,” said Angie Wilkinson, 
Aledo ISD Director of Advanced 
Academics and CTE in the AISD.

“The fact that 66 percent of our 
students are earning college credit 
from those classes makes it even 
better. Class of 2024 Aledo High 
School seniors and their families 
alone saved more than $1 million 

because of these AP college credits. 
These opportunities open doors for 
our students, and we couldn’t be 
more proud,” Wilkinson said.

The AP School Honor Roll rec-
ognizes schools whose AP programs 
are delivering results for students 
while broadening access. Schools 
can earn this recognition annually 
based on criteria that reflect a com-
mitment to increasing college-going 
culture, providing opportunities for 
students to earn college credit, and 
maximizing college readiness.

Schools on the AP School Honor 
Roll may also earn the AP Access 
Award if the percentage of AP Exam 
takers who are underrepresented 
minority and/or low-income stu-
dents mirrors the school's overall 
student demographics.

College Board National 
Recognition Awards

Aledo High School had 94 stu-
dents earn 110 recognitions as 
College Board National

Recognition Program Scholars 
this year. This program recognizes 
the academic achievements of rural 
area/small town, African American/
Black, Hispanic/Latino, Indigenous/
Native American, and (new in 2024) 
first-generation students.

Students who earn these recog-
nitions are in the top 10% of test 
takers of the Fall 2023 PSAT (10th 
or 11th) from their award program 
in their state, earn a 3+ on two or 
more AP exams in the ninth and/
or 10th grade, earn a cumulative 
GPA of B-plus or higher by the 
time of submission, and identify as 
first-generation, black or African 
American, Hispanic or Latino, 
Indigenous or Native and/or attend 
school in a rural area or small town.

Congratulations to the following 
students who were recognized:
• African American Scholars: Laila 

Abu Tobeh, Mesoma Emeka-
Okoye and Morgan Estevez.

• First Generation Scholars: Laila 
Abu Tobeh, Madison Allen, 
Anthony Berman, Kadence 
Bliss, Arianna Calderon, 

Victoria Crews, Hudson Fay, 
Jay Garcia, Joseph Gibbons, 
Madlyn Jennings, Madison 
Larsen, Arianne Mathias, Chau 
Nguyen, Lydon Olenjack, Ashlyn 
Singletary and Elliot Smith.

• Hispanic Scholars: Sebastian 
Barberena, Sofia Brandenburg, 
Kaiya Cabello, Arianna 
Calderon, Victoria Crews, 
Dahlia Egge, Morgan Estevez, 
Autumn Hood, Elizabeth Kehrt, 
Madison Larsen, Patricia Loftin, 
Marcos Mateo, Marley Parker 
and Tanner Tovar.

• Indigenous Scholar: Blake Griffith.
• Rural or Small Town Scholar: 

Jackson Arnold, Sebastian 
Barberena, Brett Barclay, Addison 
Bean, Anthony Berman, Sofia 
Brandenburg, Kaitlin Brummer, 
Amelia Buck, Avery Busick, Elli 
Kate Bussmeir, Aslyn Byers, 
Calvin Byrd, Kade Callaway, 
Zachary Cannell, Victoria Crews, 
Grace Dougherty, Lincoln 
Durnil, Ethan Elmore, Mesoma 
Emeka-Okoye, Avery Faulkner, 
Jackson Fergus, Jacob Fergus, 

Alexis Fisher, Olivia Flowers, 
Brian Freeman, Marley Freeman, 
Amber Furlow, Zeke Garcia, 
Grace Garrett, Molly Garrison, 
Grace Giglio, Julia Gordy, Noah 
Graham, Emma Green, Paul 
Halse, Catherine Haney, Madison 
Haynes, Garrett Hoff, Madlyn 
Jennings, Benjamin Johnson, 
Joshua Johnson, Michael 
Kimball, Erik Larsen, Mackenzi 
Lear, James Leising, Kailyn Link, 
Patricia Loftin, Jacob Marberry, 
Marcos Mateo, Arianne Mathias, 
Breleigh Mayer, Jude McDonald, 
Emery Mclain, Delaney Means, 
Sarah Miller, Matthew Mooring, 
Rhiannon Moses, Chau Nguyen, 
Noah Nottingham, Maxwell 
Reeder, Ian Robbins, Haley 
Roberson, Alexa Rohe, Madison 
Salaverry, Elijah Silver, Ashlyn 
Singletary, Robert Sloan, 
Mason Steele, Joel Stoker, Zoey 
Sullivan, Meredith Thomas, Cory 
Tilly, Hadyn Turner, Isabelle 
Weisenburger, Rock West and 
Levi Zedle.

A great way to start the day!

The CommuniTy news
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This group of Aledo students were recently honored by the College Board.

ACADEMICS

Aledo HS earns prestigious College Board AP distinctions
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The federal judge who has 
repeatedly found Texas in con-
tempt for not fixing its foster 
care system has been removed 
by the 5th U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals after a three-judge 
panel faulting U.S. District 
Judge Janis Jack’s “highly 
antagonistic demeanor,” The 
Texas Tribune reported. 
The three also reversed the 
$100,000 daily fine against 
the state’s defendants — the 
Texas Department of Health 
and Human Services and the 
Department of Family and 
Protective Services, which runs 
the foster care system.

“We are pleased that the 5th 
Circuit recognized the signifi-
cant efforts DFPS and HHSC 
have invested in serving the chil-
dren and families of our state,” 
according to a shared statement 
from the health commission and 
social services agency.

About 9,000 children are 
permanent wards of the state 
after being removed from their 
homes because of neglect or 
abuse. Jack has been hearing 
that case since 2011. More than 
$200 million has been spent in 
attempts to improve the state’s 
foster care system since the case 
was filed.

A lawyer for the plaintiffs 
said an appeal is planned.

“Frankly, this is a sad day 
for Texas children,” attorney Paul 
Yetter said in a statement Friday. 
“For over a decade, Judge Jack 
pushed the state to fix its broken 
system. She deserves a medal for 
what she’s done. We will keep 
fighting to ensure these children 
are safe.”

Cruz, Allred face  
off in debate

Republican incumbent Ted 
Cruz and Democratic challenger 
Colin Allred debated abortion, 
immigration and other con-
tentious issues in their only 
scheduled debate last Tuesday, 
just days before early voting 
began on Monday.

The Austin American-
Statesman reported Allred 
aggressively attached Cruz for 
supporting the repeal of Roe vs. 
Wade, overturning that landmark 
abortion decision, while Cruz 
defended allowing the state’s 
right to determine abortion pol-
icy. Cruz repeatedly sidestepped 
a question of whether rape or 
incest should be exceptions to the 
state’s abortion ban, while Allred 
said he supports a federal law to 
essentially reinstate Roe.

The two also fought over 
immigration, with Cruz claiming 
Allred has voted against funding 
a border wall three times. Allred 
in turn slammed Cruz for helping 
kill a bipartisan border security 
bill that GOP nominee Donald 
Trump urged Republicans to 
reject for political reasons.

The Jan. 6 attack on the U.S. 
Capitol also was a point of con-
tention. Allred, a former NFL 
linebacker who is now a three-
term congressman, said he “took 
off my suit jacket” to prepare to 
defend the House from the mob.

“When the mob came, Senator 
Cruz was hiding in a supply clos-
et,” he said.

Tool helps students 
learn which universities 
will accept them

Texas high school students 
can now see which of the state’s 
public universities would accept 
them based on their academic 
information, using a new tool 
called Direct Admissions, accord-
ing to the Texas Standard. The 
tool is meant to streamline the 
college application process and 
let students quickly know which 

participating Texas public uni-
versities will accept them based 
on their class rank, grade point 
average, and test scores.

“Direct Admissions has the 
potential to reduce time, boost 
confidence, and increase trans-
parency, encouraging Texans who 
might not otherwise consider 
college to take the next step,” 
Interim Commissioner of Higher 
Education Sarah Keyton said in a 
press release.

A total of 31 public universi-
ties in the state are using the new 
tool.

Meanwhile, the Texas Higher 
Education Coordinating Board is 
extending the state financial aid 
application priority deadline a 
month to Feb. 15 for the 2025-
2026 application cycle because 
of continued delays with the Free 
Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA), which slowed 
applications last school year.

The state’s priority deadline is 
intended to encourage students 
to complete their application 
promptly in order to raise the 
likelihood of receiving state 
funding.

Report: Purge of non-
citizens from voter rolls 
likely inflated

An investigation by ProPublica 
and The Tribune found that of 
the more than 6,500 voters taken 
from the state’s rolls because they 
were deemed noncitizens, many 
likely were removed because 
they did not respond to letters 
about their citizenship. Gov. Greg 
Abbott recently said that more 
than 1 million ineligible voters 
were stricken from the state’s 
rolls, though a number of election 
experts said the culling is routine 
to remove people who have died 
or moved.

While Abbott touted the 
6,500 figure, the secretary of 
state’s office identified 580 people 
as noncitizens in a report it gave 
Abbott in late August.

Both Abbott and Texas 
Attorney General Ken Paxton 

have pushed claims that nonciti-
zens are seeking to vote in the 
November election. Many elec-
tion officials have said there is 
little to no evidence that is the 
case.

Early vaccinations 
urged as flu  
season arrives

The Texas Department of 
State Health Services is urging 
Texans to get vaccinated against 
flu as soon as possible, as cases 
traditionally begin to rise this 
time of year. It takes about two 
weeks for the body to make flu 
antibodies after getting the shot.

“We recommend everyone 
ages six months and older get a 
flu shot as soon as possible,” said 
DSHS Commissioner Jennifer 
Shuford.

People with the flu are most 
contagious in the first three 
days of illness, with the virus 
being spread through droplets. 
Vaccines for other respiratory 
illnesses, such as VOCI-19 and 
RSV, are also available and can 
be taken at the same time as a flu 
shot, depending on advice from 
one’s health-care provider.

State’s latest popula-
tion estimates are in

The state’s estimated popu-
lation as of Jan. 1, 2024 was 
30,749,519, according to 
the Texas Demographic Center. 
That is an increase of 1.6 million 
since the 2020 census count – or 
5.5%.

The two fastest-growing 
counties in terms of percentage 
increase are Kaufman, up 26.7% 
since 2020, and Rockwall, up 
25% for the same time period.
Gary Borders is a veteran award-
winning Texas journalist. He 
published a number of commu-
nity newspapers in Texas dur-
ing a 30-year span, includ-
ing in Longview, Fort Stockton, 
Nacogdoches, Lufkin and Cedar 
Park. Email: gborders@texaspress.
com
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Content Submission Policy

We’re always on the lookout for story ideas. 
To share one, call Randy Keck at 817-386-
1469 or email news@community-news.com. 
Please provide the basic story information 
as well as contact information.

We welcome letters, articles and guest 
opinions from our readers. Opinions 
expressed in this newspaper will be labeled 
as opinions, editorials or letters, and do 
not reflect the opinions of the ownership. 
Letters should be signed, and limited to 
approximately 300 words. All submissions 
to the newspaper should include a tele-
phone number in case we have questions. 
Letters are due by Monday at noon for that 
week’s paper. Community announcements, 
achievements and obituaries are due by 
noon Friday for the following week’s paper.

Photos submitted should include names of 
the people in the photograph.

The Community News does not charge for time-
ly wedding, engagement and birth announce-
ments provided they are of reasonable length. 
Lengthy announcements will either be edited 
to a reasonable length or, at the discretion of 
the person submitting the announcement, be 
charged a fee. 

Bob Hope, beloved humani-
tarian, comedian and patriot, 
may have been America’s best 
ambassador of international 
goodwill--ever. He was able to 
“localize” his jokes and stories no 
matter where he appeared.

Always on the road, this 
British-born icon became a nat-
uralized American at age four. 
He spent some 80 of his 100 
years starring in vaudeville, on 
Broadway, in movies with Bing 
Crosby, and on both radio and 
TV. Little wonder that he received 
more than 2,000 significant 
awards, including 54 honorary 
doctoral degrees from universi-
ties, but--sadly--never an Oscar.

He spent most Christmases 
on the road entertaining mili-
tary personnel, often in war-torn 
places. Remembrances of this 
masterful entertainer make us 
smile. We are thankful for the 
memories

Hope was a frequent visitor 
to Texas, where he always had 
jokes--new, clean, clever and 
localized. He once said of West 
Texas: “Miles and miles of noth-
ing but miles and miles.”

He joked that if the snow ever 
melted in Alaska, Texas would 
again be the biggest state.

My guess is that he (and his 
writers) keenly watched for joke 
ideas. They probably even took 
notes from the many Burma-
Shave sign ditties once nailed 
to fenceposts across the nation. 
Maybe they also found material 
on iconic Route 66, America’s 
“main street.”We so need Hope in 
these strife-pocked times.

We could use some Burma-
Shave signs, too. And, how about 
some clean TV ads, like the late 
Clara Peller taking Wendy’s to 
task about the beef location?

Instead, we get smutty innuen-
do ads, some by national companies 
that should know better.

What little humor remains 
often is found on bumper stickers. 
Some have religious overtones, 
including one spotted on a rear 
bumper in heavy traffic. In small 
lettering, it asked, “Are You This 
Close to Jesus?” Another on a 
“five o’clock freeway” said: “Jesus 
Would Let Me Merge.”

Admittedly, some are at the 
other end of the propriety spec-
trum. A couple appeared on 
trucks hauling sewage.

One identified its company, 
“Duty Calls.” The other warned: 
“Back Off. We Ain’t Haulin’ 
Whipped Cream.”

Then, there are real life situ-
ations involving churches AND, 
uh, sewage, in want of a better 
word.

I learned about one recently 
while addressing a senior adult 
luncheon in Bono, a tiny Johnson 
County community few people 
pass through on the way to town.

Parishioners defused a recent 
“duck problem,” and are at the 
ready to take on a nearby buffalo 

should it decide to storm a fence, 
looking for greener grass on the 
other side.

A while back, ducks owned 
by a grandmotherly lady near-
by took to meandering on the 
church yard.

Some days, uh, “duty” called, 
leaving church grounds untidy, 
fouled by the fowls. Bono folks 
practiced The Golden Rule con-
cerning the issue. The duck 
owner was immediately sympa-
thetic, positively responding in a 
manner akin to Granny on  The 
Beverly Hillbillies.

She cut to the chase, issuing 
terse instructions in a note on the 
front door of the church should 
the annoyance continue: “Shoot 
‘em.” This little church, serving a 
picturesque rural area since 1876, 
is now “duckless,” and no shots 
have been fired. Spotting the buf-
falo on my drive home, I sang, 
“Oh give me a home, where the 
buffalo roam, and the deer and 
the antelope play.”

Now, with the election at 
hand, let’s all exhale. Look for 
reasons to smile, even if we have 
to watch old Bob Hope re-runs, 
chuckle at dozens of old Burma-
Shave ditties on its website or 
simply think of “what ifs,” such 
as ducks learning hard lessons 
about trespassing.

Still another “what if ” con-
cerns Valley Ranch, home of the 
Dallas Cowboys, where there is 
said to be a buck that moves 
about aimlessly, but never stops.

It was Dallas columnist/
author/speaker Dave Lieber’s 
line: “God absolutely does NOT 
answer every prayer. Jerry Jones 
still owns the Dallas Cowboys.”

Dr. Newbury, longtime university 
president, continues to speak and 
write. The Idle American, begun 
in 2003, is one of the nation’s lon-
gest-running syndicated humor 
columns. Contact: 817-447-3872. 
Email: newbury@speakerdoc.com. 
Website: www.speakerdoc.com.

Idle American

Hope, highways and byways

Dr. Don Newbury
newbury@speakerdoc.com

http://www.community-news.com/stories/5thcircuit-court-removes-judge-from-foster-care-suit,97162?
http://www.community-news.com/stories/hope-highways-and-byways,97163?
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817-901-9455
5050 S Hwy 5

Aledo, TX

EVERYONE WELCOME
WWW.PCCOWBOYCHURCH.ORG

Sundays
Bible Study 8:30 AM
Service 10:00 AM

PARKER COUNTY COWBOY CHURCH
PCCC

Sunday Service 
10:00 AMChurches

16250 Old Weatherford Road
Aledo, Texas

For current Mass Times visit our website at:
www.HolyRedeemerAledo.org

For more information contact the Parish Office at 817-441-3500aledoumc.org 

your church since 1878

@Oak and Pecan (817) 441 8329

WORSHIP WITH US AT

united methodist church
ALEDO

Sundays
Contemporary Service 9am

Traditional Service 11am
Online Worship - aledoumc.org

Wednesday Nights
Adult Bible Study 

ChildChildren’s JAM (K-5th)
Students @ the Quad
Vocal and Bell Choirs 

Full Lawn MaintenanceFull Lawn Maintenance
Install Mulch And GravelInstall Mulch And Gravel

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES
rubenpcasas@gmail.comrubenpcasas@gmail.com

682.240.7853682.240.7853
Ginger Adams

O: 682-888-0601
C: 817-888-0178

gadams@tworld.com
www.tworld.com/weatherford

Check out our businesses  
for sale at tworld.com

5189 E. I-20 Service Rd N 
Suite 106
Willow Park, TX 76087 

Office:  817.441.2255
Cell:  817.538.6846

Jim@MartinLandSales.com

RailheadRealty.com
TX BROKER®

Jim Martin - REALTOR®

CLEAR FORK MATERIALS

800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD
ALEDO, TEXAS

HOURS: M-F 8-5 •SAT 8-2 WWW.CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM

“Are you growing with us?”
Residential & Commercial

817-441-7777

• Topsoils & Custom 
Soil Blends

• Compost & Mulches
• Rock & Sand Products

Serving North Texas 
since l986

Pick up or Delivery Available

White’s 
Funeral Home
130 Houston Ave. • Weatherford 

817-596-4811
www.whitesfuneral.com

Our family
serving 

your family
since 1908.

Obituaries
Johnnie Lovell Goforth

It is with deep sor-
row and much love 
that we mourn the 
passing of Johnnie 
Lovell Goforth (nee 
Hallford), of Cresson, 
Tx on Sunday, 
October 13 at the age 
of 89 years. Johnnie 
is survived by her lov-
ing spouse of 57 years, 
John Goforth, her 
stepson Greg Goforth and his 
two children and four grand-
children, her son Rex Koontz 
and his wife Daniela and their 
two sons, her daughter Holley 
White (nee Koontz) and her 
husband Marc White and 
their three children, and her 
son John L. Goforth and his 
wife Kimberly and their two 
children.

Johnnie was predeceased by 
her parents, Andy and Lorea 
Hallford, as well as her brother 
Tommy and Forrest and her 
sister Goldie. She is survived by 
her brothers Ben and David.

Johnnie was an excellent stu-
dent throughout her childhood 
and into her high school career, 
where she was valedictorian 

of her class. She cultivated a 
love of books, travel, 
and classic movies in 
her own life and in 
those of her children. 
A well-turned phrase 
or a proper grammati-
cal construction was 
always appreciated. 
Johnnie was a per-
son of faith from an 
early age and church 
had always been an 
important and mean-

ingful part of her life. She also 
loved the outdoors and could 
spend hours walking or driving 
through her beloved country-
side on the ranch. More than 
anything, perhaps, was her love 
for her grandchildren, who all 
benefitted from her care and 
attention. Her family feasts 
were warm with that attention 
and the good food that only she 
knew how to make in such vari-
ety and quantity.

A graveside funeral service 
will be held on Saturday Oct. 
19th at 2:00 pm at Brown’s 
Cemetery in Aledo.

In lieu of flowers please 
donate to St. Jude Hospital.  
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Johnnie Goforth

Leland DuWayne Walker, Sr.

The year 1956 was 
known for two very impor-
tant reasons: the mega hit, 
‘Heartbreak Hotel’ and the 
birth of Leland DuWayne 
Walker. Born on New Year’s 
Eve, December 31, 1956, 
Leland blessed the Walker 
family and the small town 
of Grandfalls, Texas with his 
timely presence and unbe-
knownst to them, many 
future, ‘New Years’ full of laughter - 
and lots of it.

 Leland began life as a loving 
brother to seven siblings, the kind 
of son one can only hope for, and a 
gentle soul known for his notoriously 
witty mind and incredibly long legs 
that would eventually land him a 
coveted spot on a college track team.

 Known for his die-hard dedica-
tion to the Dallas Cowboys, he was a 
super fan his entire life and although 
he wasn’t able to see them win very 
often, he stayed true to the positive 
outlook and happy demeanor he was 
known for by supporting them to the 
end - no matter what. He was also 
proud to call himself a Texas Rangers 
fan and may have shed a tear or two 
when they finally won the big one.

 He loved to fish, worked harder 
than most - most of his life - and 
was one of the best dang gardeners 
around. He dedicated much of his 
time - as well as his proteges’ - to 
watching his various plants grow… 

tomato plants, bean plants and that 
good ole’ green stuff that 
accidentally showed up in 
his garden one day.

 Leland was good at 
a lot of things, but if you 
asked him, the one thing 
he was most proud of was 
being called Dad by his two 
beloved children, LeeAnna 
Nicole Parsons and Leland 
(Bubba) Walker. He raised 
them with a compassion 
and love that anyone would 

envy and they were both blessed with 
his humor and kind nature.

 Leland found one of his many 
gifts on the sidelines as a kind and 
patient coach for both his daughter’s 
and his son’s softball and baseball 
teams. Incredibly knowledgeable 
about the game and equally as fair, he 
was both loved and respected by the 
referees, his players and their parents 
and known to always keep a level 
head and make sure to keep it fun.

 Although Leland was incredibly 
kind, it was his humor and endless 
wit that really set him apart from 
others. Never one to pass on reciting 
a joke or retelling a good story, he 
always managed to have those around 
him gasping for air due to laughter 
from the rapid-fire stream of hilari-
ous comments and comebacks that 
never seemed to end.

 Leland was proud to grow up as a 
Grandfalls Cowboy, then cheered for 
his kids that were Monahans Loboes. 
He was a proud Aggie and Bearcat 

Grandpa, and a true state of Texas 
sports fan.

 In his later life, he was blessed to 
enjoy his retirement on Lake Proctor 
with his daily cup of coffee, fishing 
for hours on the lake, and being with 
friends and family as often as possible.

 He said goodbye to this earth on 
October 20th, 2024 but his life and 
legacy is one that will never be forgot-
ten, and cherished always.

Leland is preceded in death by 
his father, Claudie Lee Walker; and 
his father, Louie Hanson; his moth-
er, Velma Hanson; his brother, Stevie 
Walker; his sister, Betty Sue Rowe; his 
sister-in-law, Rickie Ann Walker; his 
brother, Eddie Royce Walker; and his 
beloved nephew, Stevie Lee Walker.

 Survived by his daughter, LeeAnna 
Parsons and husband, Chris Parsons, of 
Aledo, Texas; and his two granddaugh-
ters, Taylor Parsons, a student at Texas 
A&M University in College Station, 
Texas, and Nealee Parsons of Aledo, 
Texas; his son, Leland “Bubba” Walker 
of Monahans, Texas; his brother, Bobby 
Walker of Spring, Texas; his sisters, 
Claudine Robinett of Lubbock, Texas, 
Gloria Sprouse of Monahans, Texas, 
and Joann Todd of Savannah, Missouri.

 Memorial Celebration of Life for 
Leland Walker will be held at Ward 
County Event Center, on Sunday, 
October 27th, 2024 at 1:00 P.M., fam-
ily, food and friends sharing memories.

1525 E. Monahans Parkway, 
Monahans, Texas  79756
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Leland Walker

“In loving memory of  
a life well-lived.”

http://www.tworld.com/weatherford
http://www.clearforkmaterials.com
http://www.whitesfuneral.com
https://www.community-news.com/obits/
http://www.community-news.com/stories/leland-duwayne-walker-sr,97403?
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OCTOBER 1- 31 

The Parker County 
Mayors’ Food Drive
The Parker County Mayors’ 
Food Drive benefiting the 
Parker County Center of 
Hope is going on now - 
October 31st, 2024. We 
need your help Hudson 
Oaks community!! 
You can pick up a bag 
from COHO City Hall, fill 
it up and bring it to one of 
the drop off locations or 
you can drop items off at 
COHO City Hall Tuesday - 
Thursday 8am-5pm.

Clark Gardens Pumpkin 
Patch
Clark Gardens Pumpkin 
Patch will be open daily 
Monday - Saturday from 
8 -5 p.m. and Sunday 10-5 
p.m.
Our Pumpkin Patch is the 
perfect place for a cozy, 

family-fun filled, fall experi-
ence.
Choose from pumpkins of 
all shapes and sizes to pur-
chase and take home
Enjoy pumpkin ring toss, 
pumpkin bowling, and other 
festive games
Model Trains: View Model 
Trains at the Clarks Station
Garden Walks: Stroll 
through our gardens and 
enjoy Fall in full bloom
Purchase snacks and 
refreshing beverages in our 
admissions booth
Make Clark Gardens a stop 
on your Fall bucket list!
Admission: $10 adults, $8 
Senior, $5 children, 3 and 
under FREE
*additional fees apply for 
pumpkin purchases.

OCTOBER 26

Fall Fest Willow Park North
Join Willow Park North 

and The Shops at Willow 
Park for the second annu-
al Fall Fest. This family-
friendly event is free to 
the public.

Mayor Roberts’ Second 
Annual Seed Ball Event
Town of Annetta will host 
the Seed Ball Event from 
9a.m. - 12 p.m. on Saturday, 
October 26, at Annetta 
Town Hall, 450 Thunder 
Head Lane, Annetta
Join us in making milk-
weed seed balls to help 
“grow” the population of 
the Monarch Butterflies. 
Your seeds will grow next 
spring and help nourish 
the butterflies during their 
migration next year.
Bring your family and meet 
your neighbors!
Call (817)441-5770 or email 
info@annettatx.gov to 
RSVP. A box lumch for par-
ticipants will be provided. 
Take home the seed balls 
that you make to plant 
in your gardens prior to 
Halloween. 

Trunk or Treat Pawty
Mark your calendars for a 
spook-tacular day at the 
shelter!
Join us on October 26, 
2024, for a fang-tastic 
Trunk or Treat event filled 
with fun for the whole fam-
ily!
Candy galore, bounce 
house fun, kids’ costume 
contest, and of course, all 
the animal cuteness and 
wet kisses you can handle!
Help us make this event a 
howling success by spread-
ing the word — tell every-
one you know! 

NOVEMBER 2

13th annual TCA  
Gift Market
The Market will be from 9 
a.m. - 5 p.m. on Saturday, 
Nov. 2 at Trinity Christian 
Academy - Willow Park
4954 East I-20 Service 

Road South, 76087.

Over 10,000 sq. feet of 
shopping space with 60+ 
wonderful vendors, fes-
tive photo opportunities, 
fun door prizes, and food 
trucks for hungry shop-
pers. Don’t miss a spe-
cial photo opportunity 
with Santa from 2-4pm. 
Admission is FREE!

NOVEMBER 12

Dementia Support Group
Join the Dementia
Support Group from 4-5
p.m. at Harvest of Aledo
1043 Bailey Ranch Rd.
Even more so, we value the 
efforts of the caregivers, 
especially the families of 
our residents.
This meeting will take
place on the second
Tuesday of every month.
For more information call
682-209-0643

NOVEMBER 14

Alzheimer’s Group
The East Parker County 
Alzheimer’s Group meets 
from 1-3 p.m. on the second 
Thursday of each month 
at Aledo United Methodist 

Church, 100 Pecan. Drive. 
For more information, call 
817-441-8329.

DECEMBER 14

Jingle All The Way
There will be a Fun Run/
Walk benefiting Meals on 
Wheels & Senior Center 
on Saturday, December 
14, 1225 Holland Lake Dr. 
Weatherford, TX 76086. 
Live music, s’mores, Santa 
and more following the 
event. It is $25 per person 
or a team of 5 for $100. 
For more information or to 
register, please visit http://
tinyurl.com/mr3bfpe8.

Event Submissions - Send 
event submissions to events@ 
community-news.com.
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  TXism: “jumpy as
      _  ___ on ice”
  5  an Astro evading a
      tag at second base
  6  in Fort Worth: “____
      Carter Museum of
      American Art”
  7  late TX Swayze fi lm:
      “____ of Kin” (1989)
  8  in Amarillo: “___-
      _____  ____ &
      Rodeo”
17  TX George W. to
      TX George H.W.
18  sunglasses that go
      to the sides too 
21  TX Willie Nelson’s
      “__ the Road Again”
22  praise in public
23  TXism: “wouldn’t cut
      warm ______” (dull)
24  a Christmas game
      uses _  _____ 
      Wrap ball
29  TX Dennis Quaid
      2023 fi lm: “On a
      ____ and a Prayer”
30  TX Christopher Rich
      sitcom (2001-07)
31  dir. from Seymour
      to Dublin, TX
32  singing under the
      window of a girl 
34  Drake of 1953 fi lm 
      “Down Laredo Way”
35  org. for one country
      music award show
36  TXism: “_____  __
      _ whipped pup”
37  Dak knows how to
      ____ a football
38  TXism: “_  ___ to”
      (intend)

  1  TXism: “numerous
      __  ____  __  _
      ____ worm”
  2  Milam County seat
  3  TXism: “active as
      _  ___  __ a hen
      house”
  4  camping shelters
  9  Texas tone
10  TXism: “snug as a
      bug in _  ___”
11  small amount
12  “The Pelvis” init.

39  symptoms of people
      with the fl u (2 wds.)
41  TXism: “he’s new to 
      these _____”
42  TXism: “worn __  _
      frazzle” (tired)
43  TX Sam Rayburn was
      in Congress 48 _____
44  country singer, Hill
45  TXism: “blister ___”
      (handle)
46  drink slowly

47  Buna and
      Linden, e.g.
48  TXism: “that
      ___  ____ fl oat”
      (disagree)
50  Duncanville MLB
      pitcher, David
51  TXism: “___ enjoyed
      all this I can stand”
52  Shrimp catcher
53  negative vote

13  in El Paso County
      on I-10
14  Caribbean island
15  tiny bit
16  TXism: “he’s lower
      than a snake’s belly
      in a wheel ___”
19  Texas “Monkee,”
      Michael
20  TX Roy Orbison’s
      “In _____” (1963)
22  fi rst Texas Lottery
      Commission 
      director, Nora
24  TX Strait’s “Gone
      __ a Girl Can Get”
25  TXism: “it ain’t ___
      in cement”
26  Greek given name

27  TV controller
28  TXism: “she could
      talk the legs off
      __  ____ stove”
29  “_____-washy”
30  TX Perot who twice
      ran for president
33  New Orleans
      Saints, “Who ___?”
34  movie chewies

35  transports for 
      amateur golfers
37  historic Port Aran-
      sas hotel (2 wds.)
38  song written by TX
      Rodney Crowell:
      “_  ____ Living
      Long Like This”
40  TX “Bum” Phillips
      real fi rst name
41  least valuable 
      chess piece
44  Tex-Mex, e.g.
47  Baylor basketballer
      “______” Carter
49  TXism: “____  _
      holler” (call me)

P-1709

2322

29

34

37

30 31

33

21

38

35

40 41

44

49

32

47

39

46

9

43

(817) 835-5000
www.ftwccu.org

Open to those who live, work, or 
attend school in Tarrant, Denton, 

Parker, and Johnson Counties.

Visit us today at
1911 S. Main St. 

Weatherford’s #1 Family Credit Union 
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THANKSGIVING

TROT
BENEFITTING

Coach Derek Vierling
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2024

ALEDO HIGH SCHOOL
1 MILE & 5K

8:30AM

SAVE THE DATE!

Follow us on Facebook or
Instagram for updates!

EMAIL:
ALEDOTHANKSGIVINGTROT@GMAIL.COM

WEBSITE:
WWW.ALEDOTHANKSGIVINGTROT.COM

Scan to register 

Presented by:

Offering new ways  
to advertise

PRINT • E-VERSION  
• ONLINE • EMAIL  

NEWSLETTER

817-441-7661 
1015 Champions Drive 

Aledo

community-news.com
The CommuniTy news

https://www.community-news.com/calendar/
http://www.ftwccu.org
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Ask me about 
life insurance
Contact me today

Agent

411 FM 1187 N
Aledo, TX 76008-1147

Bus: 817-441-9966
bobby@bobbyrigues.com
www.bobbyrigues.com
        

Bobby J Rigues

State Farm Life Insurance Company
(Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company
(Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL

I-20 ANIMAL HOSPITAL
817-341-3331817-341-3331

3713 Fort Worth Hwy  Between Exits 415 and 414 
Hudson Oaks, TX  76087

www.I-20animalhospital.com

OPEN 24 HOURSOPEN 24 HOURS
DAILYDAILY

GENERAL PET WELLNESS 
HEALTH CARE
• INTERNAL MEDICINE
• SURGERY 

General and Advanced
• RADIOLOGY 

Digital including dental
• LASER THERAPY
• Computed Tomography 
              (CT scan)-NEW!                         

• EMERGENCY & CRITICAL 
CARE

• COMPLETE IN-HOUSE 
LABORATORY

• DENTAL CARE 
General and Advanced

• ULTRASONOGRAPHY
• ONCOLOGY
• ENDOSCOPY 

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

MyserOrtho.com  •  817-441-8700  •  Aledo & Willow Park

SPORTS BRIEFS
Staff Reports
The Community News

BASEBALL
Mazon headed to Coastal 
Carolina
Aledo alum Trace Mazon has 
committed to play for Coastal 
Carolina following his time 
with the Weatherford College 
Coyotes. As a freshman 
infielder with the Coyotes in 
2023, Mazon batted .339 with 
three home runs, 65 runs bat-
ted in and 51 runs scored in 55 
games.

CROSS COUNTRY
AMS runners compete at 
district
Aledo Middle School had 
three teams finish second 
in the district cross country 
meet held recently.
Seventh-grade girls
Team second
Top individuals: 1. Austyn 
Wiatrek, 5. Avery Williams, 
6. Piper Sweeney, 17. Jewel 
Mayes.
Seventh-grade boys
Team second
Top individuals: 4. Levi Lund, 
6. Jayden Smith, 8. Maxwell 
Truong, 15. Isaac Gideon, 16. 
Ethan Miller.
Eighth-grade girls
Team second
Top individuals: 1. Holland 
Gladchuk, 3. Ashley Lawrence, 
13. Stella Lamb, 17. Karson 
Green.
Eighth-grade boys
Team sixth
Top individuals: 2. Jonah 
Clary, 4. Brody Bruno, 20. 
Nathan Hubley.

FISHING
Anglers second at Granbury
The Aledo Anglers fishing 
team finished second out 
of 163 teams at the Lake 
Granbury Tournament recent-
ly. They were led by top-10 
finishes by the teams of Mark 
Cerja/Miller Hill (third) and 
Aidan Bristow/Mason Nutt 
(eighth).

FOOTBALL
Aledo freshmen
A and B won over Granbury, 
24-6 and 35-7, respectively. 

Aledo JV
A Team won 57-0 over 
Granbury, while JV B defeated 
Stephenville 28-0.

Aledo Middle School vs. 
Burleson Kerr
Seventh grade: A Team lost 
31-18, B Team won 8-0, C 
Team won 24-0.
Eighth grade: A Team won 
47-19, B Team lost 25-12.

Weatherford freshmen
The Kangaroos Blue Team 
defeated North Crowley 8-6. 
Players of the Game are Aiden 
Halbert and Haidyn Olson.

FOOTBALL

Bearcats facing 
another state-

ranked foe
Richland coming to 
town Friday
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

Defending the throne is something 
the Aledo Bearcats have gotten quite 
used to over the years. In fact, they’ve 
sat at the helm of their district every 
season since 2008.

So, while they’ve clinched a post-
season berth, with all due respect to 
all other playoff teams, that’s become 
as common as a heat wave in August 
to folks in these parts. District cham-
pionships - nay, state championships 
- are the measuring stick in Aledo.  

Friday night at 7 p.m. at Tim 
Buchanan Stadium, the Richland 
Royals (7-1, 5-1 in District 3-5A 
Division I) assume their place as the 
next in line to try and knock Aledo 
(6-1, 5-0) off its perch. Their goal is to 
end the Bearcats’ 124-game district 
winning streak, a record that dates 
to 2007.

If the Bearcats extend that streak, 
they would be a victory at Azle from 
clinching yet another title. If, how-
ever, the Royals pull off the upset, 
it would leave four teams (Aledo, 
Richland, Denton Ryan, Azle) tied 
atop the league standings with a sin-
gle loss with two weeks left in the 
regular season.

“They’re a good solid football 
team,” Aledo head coach Robby Jones 
said of Richland. “They’re the type of 
team you’d normally meet in Round 
3 or 4 of the playoffs.”

Ironically, the only previous meet-
ing between the teams was in 2017, 
when the Bearcats defeated the 
Royals 43-7 in the state quarterfinals 
(fourth round).

Tiebreaking
District 3-5A’s tiebreaking proce-

dure works off of positive points, then 
head-to-head. If Aledo wins Friday and 
again at Azle, it’s a moot point where 
the Bearcats are concerned.

However, if they were to get upset 
in either of those games, the tie-
breaking plan will include them.

At the moment, despite their loss 
to Aledo, Ryan holds the tiebreak 
advantage with a plus-25 points by vir-
tue of their 44-19 win over Richland. 
The Bearcats are next at plus 15 after 
defeating Ryan 42-27.

Richland and Azle are at zero on 
the scale.

In the case of a three-way tie (a 
four-way tie is unlikely since Azle 
and Richland have yet to play), after 
the district champion is decided the 
rest comes down to head-to-head.

“If we lose, we could end up in 
third place,” Jones said. 

The solution? Just keep winning, 
like the Bearcats have done for 17 
years.

Coming off bye week
Each of the past two seasons the 

Bearcats’ bye week was after the 

Turn to FOOTBALL, page 9

CROSS COUNTRY

Aledo girls, boys teams  
returning to state

PHOTO COURTESY OF MIKE PINKERTON

The Aledo Ladycats and Bearcats are both returning their entire teams to the Class 5A State Cross Country 
Meet for a second straght season.

Ladycats repeat as 
regional champs
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

It's hard to imagine the Aledo 
cross country program finding 
new ways to succeed, but it hap-
pened again at the Class 5A 
Region I Meet at Mae Simmons 
Park in Lubbock.

The Ladycats and Bearcats 
are both returning to state - 
something that happened for 

the first time in 2023. However, 
this year, both teams earned a 
spot on the medal stand as the 
Ladycats repeated as regional 
champions and the Bearcats 
finished third.

Last season's Bearcats squad, 
while advancing to state, placed 
fourth in the region. Only the 
top three get medals, though.

"It was fantastic, just an 
amazing day," Aledo coach Mike 
Pinkerton said. "Getting the 
boys up there with the girls just 
made for a very special day."

Individually, Molly Garrison 
of the Ladycats finished second 
with a time of 18 minutes, 22.40 
seconds over the 5K course. Two 
other Aledo girls placed in the 
top 10, Micah Neal was seventh 
in 19:18.70 and Mykel Murry 
was eighth in 19:19.80.

Two Bearcats broke into 
the top 10 with Tyler Connelly 
taking fifth with a clocking of 
16:14.50 and Jack Fink placing 
sixth in 16:17.90. 

VOLLEYBALL

Ladycats continue district decimation
Clinch league title
By Geoff Heppes
The Community News

AZLE – The Aledo Ladycats 
volleyball team faced a tough 
challenge in its second match 
against the Azle Lady Hornets 
as the visitors. After a slow start 
in a tight first set, though, the 
Ladycats surged through the 
next two sets to secure their 
10th sweep in as many district 
contests. Aledo secured the vic-
tory by a final score of 25-23, 
25-14 and 25-16.

With the victory, Aledo (28-
7, 9-0) grew its win streak to 17 
in a row. The first-set victory 
over Azle was the stiffest com-
petition Aledo has faced to this 
point in the district portion of 
their season.

Furthermore, Aledo wrapped 
up the top spot in District 5-5A 
Region I with the win.

Star junior Alyssa Todd led 
the charge with 22 kills, 13 digs 
and two blocks. Meanwhile, 
senior middle Haley Lowe was 
impressive up front with nine 

kills and three blocks while fel-
low seniors Kinley Elms and 
Morgan Estevez had six kills 
apiece and each had a block. 
Estevez also registered seven 
digs.

On the back line, Ella Meador 
and Kenrie Pruitt each recorded 
16 digs while Logyn Denbow 

added eight. Setters Ava Reding 
(18 assists, 11 digs) and Sophie 
Frank (22 assists, eight digs) 
distributed the ball well while 
helping anchor the back line 
defense. Reding also served two 
aces while Ella Isbell had three 
blocks in the match.

RYAN WADE PHOTOGRAPHY

Logyn Denbow, Sophia Frank, and Ali Lobaugh celebrate a point dur-
ing the Ladycats decisive win over Fossil Ridge on Tuesday, Oct. 22..

Turn to STATE, page 12

Turn to LADYCATS, page 9

http://www.bobbyrigues.com
http://www.i-20animalhospital.com
https://www.community-news.com/stories/sports-briefs,97409
https://www.community-news.com/stories/bearcats-facing-another-state-ranked-foe,97410
https://www.community-news.com/stories/bearcats-facing-another-state-ranked-foe,97410
https://www.community-news.com/stories/aledo-girls-boys-teams-returning-to-state,97404
https://www.community-news.com/stories/ladycats-continue-district-decimation,97406?
https://www.community-news.com/stories/aledo-girls-boys-teams-returning-to-state,97404
https://www.community-news.com/stories/ladycats-continue-district-decimation,97406?
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Classifieds

Business Cards

Last Puzzle
 Solution

S-1709

       A C A T
       S A F E      
       A M O N
       N E X T
       T R I S T A T E F A I R
       S O N  W R A P A R O U N D
       O N  L A U D  B U T T E R
  A S A R A N  W I N G  R E B A  S E
  S E R E N A D I N G  D O N A  C M A
   T I M I D A S A  T O S S  I A I M
    S O R E T H R O A T S  P A R T S
     T O A  Y E A R S  F A I T H
     E N D   S I P  T O W N S   
           L O G W O N T
            N I E D
            I V E
            N E T
            N A Y

Vanity Tops                                           Tubs 
Whirlpool Tubs                         Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE
2927 Greenlee Park Trail

Weatherford, Texas 76088

  817-341-8970
Natural Granite  •  Solid Surface  •  Silestone

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
SERVICE AND REPAIR • LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

817-441-8633
• • NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS • •

817-443-9733
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR
LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor 

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100  
Aledo, TX 76008  
Bus. 817-441-4108 • Fax 800-656-0301 
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com 
www.edwardjones.com

Operated by a subsidary  
of NRT, LLC

KIMBERLY MEYER, 
ABR, CRS, GRI

REALTOR®

Cell (817) 929-0347
kimberly.meyer@cbdfw.com

5924 Convair Drive #420  
Fort Worth, TX 76109

www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer

Global Luxury Specialist

1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 817-504-7662817-504-7662
Call for availability · Boat & RV parking - $50Call for availability · Boat & RV parking - $50

10x10 $65 • 10x20 $95 • 10x30 $14010x10 $65 • 10x20 $95 • 10x30 $140

We have lots of room  
for your stuff!

1187 MINI STORAGE1187 MINI STORAGE

5 & 6 Inch Seamless Gutters • Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial • New & Repair

ROSS GUTTERS
In Business Since 1995

Office: 817-565-4658
Talk and text 817-771-9661

FREE SPLASH BLOCKS FOR A LIMITED TIME

• COMPOSITION SHINGLES
• WOOD SHINGLES
• NEW ROOFS • REROOFS
• REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 • mobile (817) 996-2726

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

Insurance Claims Handled

Free 

Estim
ates

Hearing
Care Center
4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702
Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre
Phone: 817.263.1971

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
CHAPPELL

Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

(817) 249-2028

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t

Ken Hartman, Proprietor

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry 
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

Leave  Leave  
your  your  
card!card!

For info about advertising on the  
Business Card Page, call 817-441-7661.

P.O. Box 1031, Aledo, TX • 817-441-7661 
www.community-news.com

The 
CommuniTy news

Beautiful Doors
REFINISHED

Front Doors • Garage Doors
Shutters • Wood Trim
Wood Replacement

Weatherstripping

Mike & Aaron Tennyson
817-305-3087

Call or Text

community-news.com

TexSCAN Week of 
Oct. 27-Nov. 2, 2024

CHARITY
Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support 
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car 
Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today!

ENERGY
Backup power — peace of mind. Get a standard 
warranty of 7 years, $849 value. Call 888-925-0261, 
Briggs & Stratton Energy Solutions.

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time, 
waving ALL installation costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. (Offer 
ends 12/29/24.) Call 1-855-965-0841.

Olshan Foundation Solutions. Your trusted 
foundation repair experts since 1933. Foundation 
repair. Crawl space recovery. Basement waterproofing. 
Water management and more. Free evaluation. Limited 
time up to $250 off foundation repair. Call Olshan 
844-736-4590.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE
Wesley Financial Group, LLC — Timeshare 
Cancellation Experts. Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free informational 
package and learn how to get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. Call 
855-501-6864.

MEDICAL
Medicare questions? Hermann Sons Life has you 
covered. Retiring, new to Medicare, questions about 
changes to your current coverage — real answers 
from your trusted Hermann Sons Life Medicare Agent. 
Hermannsonslife.org, 210-527-9113, 877-437-6261.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

OIL & GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

WATER DAMAGE
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  
A small amount of water can lead to major damage 
in your home. Our trusted professionals do complete 
repairs to protect your family and your home’s value! 
Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027. Have zip code of service 
location ready when you call!

WANTED
Need Extra Cash  — I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
200 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

PUBLIC NOTICE  
TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals addressed to Cresson Crossroads MUD No. 2 
for Kelly Ranch to include one (1) Trinity Well, six (6) Paluxy Wells 
and related appurtenances will be received at the office of Harold 
Sandel, CPM, 9843 Bankhead Highway, Aledo, Texas, 76008 until

12:00 Noon, Tuesday, November 12th, 2024

and publicly opened. Bids must be mailed or delivered to the place 
of opening prior to the time stated above. Any bidder desiring an 
electronic copy of the proposal form and bid documents should 
email their request to sarayah@crvonline.com.

The Proposal (s) shall be for the furnishing of all labor, materials, 
and equipment for performing all work required for the construction 
and permitting of the Kelly Ranch Water Wells.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all bids and waive any 
or all irregularities. No bid may be withdrawn until the expiration of 
sixty (60) days from the date bids are opened.

Kelly Ranch Estates, LLC

Publication: October 18, 2024 
  October 25, 2024 
  November 1, 2024

PUBLIC NOTICE  
TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals addressed to Cresson Crossroads MUD No. 2 for 
Road ROW Landscaping Improvements to serve Kelly Ranch, Parker 
County, Texas will be received at the office of Harold Sandel, CPM, 
9843 Bankhead Highway, Aledo, Texas, 76008 until 

12:00 Noon, Tuesday, November 12th, 2024

and publicly opened. Bids must be mailed or delivered to the place 
of opening prior to the time stated above. Any bidder desiring an 
electronic copy of the proposal form and bid documents should 
email their request to sarayah@crvonline.com.

The Proposal (s) shall be for the furnishing of all labor, materials, 
and equipment for performing all work required for the Construction 
and Installation of the Road ROW Landscaping.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all bids and waive any 
or all irregularities. No bid may be withdrawn until the expiration of 
sixty (60) days from the date bids are opened.

Kelly Ranch Estates, LLC

Publication: October 18, 2024 
  October 25, 2024 
  November 1, 2024

SERVICES
BEAUTIFUL DOORS 
REFINISHED BY TENNYSON 
Beautiful Doors Refinished 
by tennyson/ Front 
Doors, Garage Doors, 
Also,: Shutters, Wood 
Trim , Weather Stripping, 
Hardware, Door Adjustments 
& More! Call or Text  817-
305-3087. Thank You!

Notice of Public Hearings

Notice is hereby given that the Planning and Zoning Commission 
and the City Council of the City of Aledo, Parker County, Texas 
will conduct public hearings in the Aledo Community Center, 104 
Robinson Court, Aledo, Texas.

First Public Hearing  Planning and Zoning Commission

Location:   Aledo Community Center 
   104 Robinson Court 
   Aledo, Texas 76008

Date:   Thursday, November 14, 2024

Time:   6:00 P.M.

The purpose of the hearings is to receive input regarding consider-
ation the following:

1) Public Hearing to consider and recommend amendment to 
Landscaping and Screening standards in the City of Aledo, 
Unified Development Code (UDC).

2) Public Hearing to consider and recommend amendment to 
Article 4 Signage standards in the City of Aledo, Unified 
Development Code (UDC)

For further information or questions regarding these public hearings, 
please contact the City of Aledo at (817)441-7016. 

Published in The Community News and posted at Aledo City Hall on 
October 25, 2024.

Staci L. King, City Secretary

GARAGE SALE
NOVING SALE
604 and 608 W. West Oak Dr. 
Aledo, 76008. Pampered Chef, 
home interiors and much 
more. Contact 817-832-9498 
Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

FOR SALE
BED FRAME
King size, wooden bed frame. 
Located in Aledo.  
For more information,  
please call 817-441-8542 

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

http://www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer
http://www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
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Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry
Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C. 
Michael Ball, D.D.S., P.L.L.C.

Diplomate of American Board of Pediatric Dentistry
Fellow of American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101
Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087

Ofc: 817-441-2425
Fax: 817-441-2491

www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com

913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747

Our newest additional location
Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

James R. Plowman - jamesplowman@gpfcnet.com

Misty Engel – mistyengel@gpfcnet.com

Norma Plowman – normaplowman@gpfcnet.com

913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747

Our newest additional location
Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

James R. Plowman - jamesplowman@gpfcnet.com

Misty Engel – mistyengel@gpfcnet.com

Norma Plowman – normaplowman@gpfcnet.com

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747

Our newest additional location
Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

James R. Plowman - jamesplowman@gpfcnet.com

Misty Engel – mistyengel@gpfcnet.com

Norma Plowman – normaplowman@gpfcnet.com

Our newest additional location  
Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

www.galbreaithpickard.com103 W. Church • 817-596-8758 • 817-594-2612

Propane Sales 
and Service

On the Square  
in Weatherford 

YEARSYEARS
OF PROPANE

1958-2023

SPORTS BRIEFS
FOOTBALL
Weatherford freshmen
The White Team also won 26-20 
over North Crowley. Players of the 
Game are Caiden Guerra, Hunter 
Ferguson and Nick Soto.

The Gray Team won 34-6 over 
Paschal. Players of the Game: 
Jonathan Griggs, defense, and 
Taiten Powell, offense.

Weatherford Tison vs. 
Granbury Acton
Seventh grade: A Team won 32-6. 
B Team lost 15-8.

Players of the Game: Levi Canales, 
Dillon Stone, Kason Younger.

Weatherford Hall vs. 
Cleburne Wheat
Seventh grade: A Team won 16-14. 
Player of the Game is Noah Burke.

Eighth grade: A Team won 30-8. 
Players of the Game: Kasen 
McQuiston, offense; Snyder 
Garcia, defense. B Team won 18-0. 
Player of the Game: Christian 
Andrews.

GOLF
Mahanay leads Coyotes in 
New Mexico
The Weatherford College men’s 
golf team competed against uni-
versities and top two-year colleges 
in the Herb Wimberly Memorial 
in Las Cruces, New Mexico. The 
tournament was held Oct. 14-15 at 
the New Mexico State University 
Golf Course. Aledo’s Braylan 
Mahanay and Giovanni Vezza and 
WC’s top finishers, tied for 23rd 
place out of 84 golfers at two 
over par over three rounds. Vezza 
(71-74-70) recorded five birdies in 
his final round Tuesday, climbing 
nine spots up the leaderboard for 
a strong finish.  Mahanay’s best 
round was his first, carding four 
birdies. He shot 71-72-72. 

As a team, WC finished in 12th 
place, turning in their best scores 
in the third round. After starting 
with a 291 in the first round and 
a 302 in the second, the Coyotes 
made a 15-stroke improvement in 
the final round at 287. 

Host NMSU won the tournament, 

followed by Midland College, Texas 
A&M University-Commerce and 
University of the Incarnate Word. 

The Coyotes are playing in the 
NJCAA National Preview at Sand 
Creek Station Golf Course in 
Newton, Kansas this weekend. 

Stowe wins on NTPGA Junior 
Tour
Graham Stowe of Aledo won first 
place in the Boys 11-12 division at 
the Northern Texas PGA Junior 
Golf Tour stop at Texas 9 in Fort 
Worth. He had a score of 45 over 
nine holes.

Ladycat/Bearcat fundraiser
The 21st Annual Ladycat/Bearcat 
Fundraiser will be played Sunday, 
Oct. 27 at Split Rail Links and Golf 
Club. The event will feature lunch 
at 11:30 a.m. and a 1 p.m. shotgun 
start.

Contact Aledohsgolf@gmail.com.

Weatherford varsity girls
The Lady Roos placed fourth at 
Squaw Valley Golf Club in Glen 
Rose. They were led by freshman 
Ava Cordary, who was fourth indi-
vidually with an 80.

Weatherford JV boys

The Kangaroos finished second 
at the Roo Invitational at Canyon 
West Golf. Logan Henn placed sec-
ond individually.

The team also included Daniel 
Picasio, Mario Muniz, Jackson 
Lawless and Mason Johnston.

RODEO
WC’s Graf win at Clarendon
Jacee Graff brought home 
first place in goat tying for the 
Weatherford College rodeo team 
recently at the Clarendon College 
Rodeo.  She placed first in both 
rounds with a 6.2 and a 6.1.  

Catcher Gasperson finished sec-
ond in steer roping with an 11.3.  

Payton Andrus placed second in 
breakaway roping with a 5.1 on two 
while teammates Kaydence Tindal 
finished seventh and Kadi Fretwell 
10th.  

In team roping, Hunter Helton and 
Ryan Gorham’s 5.5 and 7.5 were 
good for second place. Cason 

Ritchie and Beldon Cox finished 
sixth and Cole Smith and Cashton 
Weidenbener placed eighth overall.  
Jacoby Campbell finished eighth in 
bareback riding with 127 on two. 
 

TENNIS
Weatherford Tison
Tison defeated Brock. Players of 
the Match are Harper Millar and 
Anna Casey.

VOLLEYBALL
Aledo Middle School vs. 
Mansfield McKinzey
Seventh grade: A Team won 25-22, 
25-17, placed second in zone; B 
Team won 26-24, 25-20, first in 
zone; C Team won 25-11, 25-20, 
first in zone.
Eighth grade: A Team lost 25-23, 
26-24, fourth in zone; B Team won 
25-23, 25-9, first in zone; C Team 
won 25-13, 26-24, first in zone.
Weatherford freshmen vs. North 
Crowley
A Team won 2-0. Player of the 
Match: Natalie Griffen. B Team 
won 2-0. Player of the Match; 
Brighton Decker.

Weatherford Hall vs. 
Cleburne
Seventh grade; A Team won 25-12, 
25-16. Players of the Match: Vivian 
Scarbro, Bailee Sullins; B Team 
won 25-19, 25-11. Players of the 
Match: Whole team.
Eighth grade: A Team won 25-22, 
26-24. Players of the Match: Joy 
Versola, Izzy Hixson; B Team lost 
21-25, 25-20, 28-26. Players of the 
Match: Blakleigh Hilburn, Kylie 
Davis.

Weatherford Tison vs. 
Granbury Acton
Seventh grade: A Team lost 25-19, 
25-10. Player of the Match: Presley 
Ramirez; B Team lost 25-23, 22-25, 
15-11. Player of the Match: Camryn 
Perkins.
Eighth grade: A Team won 25-22, 
25-18. Player of the Match: Whole 
team; B Team lost 28-26, 11-25, 
25-18. Player of the Match; Allie 
Johnson.

Editor’s note: If you have a sports note 
and/or game results, please send to 
sports@community-news.com. 

GOLF

Bearcats win at Granbury
Ladycats fourth
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

Led by Braden Stokes, the Aledo 
Bearcats won the championship of 
the Granbury Fall Classic played 
at DeCordova Bend Country Club 
and Harbor Lakes Golf Course on 
Friday and Saturday, Oct. 18-19.

Stokes posted a two-day total 
of 4-over-par 146 to finish sec-
ond individually. As a team, the 
Bearcats shot a 628 to edge runner-
up Argyle with a 631, third-place 
Grapevine at 634 and fourth-place 
Granbury 2 at 635.

Among the girls, the Ladycats 
placed fourth with a 684. Southlake 
Carroll won with a 655, Lovejoy 
Black was second with a 662 and 
Grapevine was third with a 671.

Emily Crick led Aledo with a 
161 over two days. She was ninth 
individually in the tournament.

“The boys played well both days. 
They played two different types 
of courses and made the adjust-
ments to win the tournament,” 
Aledo coach Brian Mourning said. 

“Really proud of those guys to fin-
ish and win the tournament.”

Harbor Lakes is a wide-open 
course, while DeCordova is more 
traditional with trees, etc.

The Ladycats improved from 
an opening-day 356 at Harbor 
Lakes to a second-day score of 328 
at DeCordova.

“Girls played a lot better on Day 
2. Day 1 for them was not what we 
expected, but they bounced back at 
DeCordova to put them in a place 
to be in the top three. I’m proud of 
them for fighting back.”

Also for the Bearcats, Tyler 
Anderson, 161; Logan Lund, 161; 
Maddox Jessup, 162; and Ethan 
Elmore, 167.

Also for the Ladycats, Reagan 
Gilliland, 170; Harper Price, 176; 
Addison Russ, 177; and Sydney 
Purdon, 195.

The four lowest individual 
scores in each round comprise the 
team total.

The Bearcats and Ladycats 
were playing in the District 5-5A 
Preview at Cross Timbers Golf 
Course in Azle on Oct. 22.

ninth game, so they had the league 
title sewn up. This year, however, 
it came a little earlier.

Jones said he’s fine with the 
timing, though.

“It’s about the right time of 
the year, getting a bit of a break 
before those last few games and 
the playoffs.”

Richland’s bye week comes 
after this contest before ending 
the regular season at home against 
Azle on Nov. 8.

Accurate QBs 
It’s not likely the football will 

be dropped often in Friday’s con-
test. Both teams have some of 
the most accurate quarterbacks 
around.

The Royals feature Drew 
Kates, who is completing 72% of 
his passes for 2,087 yards. He has 
22 touchdown passes opposite a 
pair of interceptions.

Meanwhile, Aledo’s Gavin 
Beard is completing 68% of his 
passes for 992 yards despite miss-
ing two games with an injury. He 
has 15 TD and three picks.

The backups are pretty accurate 
as well. For Richland, Brook Kates 
has six TD with a single intercep-
tion. For Aledo, Nash McElree is 
25-of-35 for 361 yards with five 
touchdowns and two interceptions.

Shifting attack
The Royals had to make some 

serious offensive adjustments 
when all-everything running back 

Michael Turner went down with 
an injury after only two games. 
Turner accounted for almost 1,800 
yards and 24 TD last season in 
helping the Royals reach the third 
round of the postseason.

However, the Royals have 
relied on 13 different runners to 
average 119 yards rushing per 
game. Drew Kates leads that con-
tingent with 65 carries for 350 
yards and five TD.

“They run the quarterback 
more than if they had Turner,” 
Jones said. “They have three or 
four guys who rotate in, they put 
their slots in motion and pitch to 
them - which is technically a pass 
- but it’s not like they are without 
a running game.”

Aledo, likewise, features a 
plethora of backs able to break for 
yardage. The crew is led by Raycine 
Guillory, who has accounted for 
799 yards and 14 TD (735 yards, 
13 TD rushing).

The Bearcats are averaging 6.4 
yards per carry, including six play-
ers who are averaging 6 yards or 
more with each tote.

Secondaries to be tested
The secondaries of both teams 

are in for a test as both teams have 
receivers who can get open and 
score in the blink of an eye.

Richland is led by Xavier 
Johnson (34 catches, 832 yards, 9 
TD) and Deon Jones (26 catches, 
574 yards, 5 TD). However, the 
Royals have 14 players who have 
caught a pass this season, with 
four having 18 or more receptions.

“This is going to be one of the 
bigger tests for them,” Jones said 

of his defensive backs who came 
into the season as least experi-
enced part of the team. “They have 
grown throughout the season.

“Their receivers can take it to 
the house any time. We’ve got to 
make sure if there a catch that we 
are good tacklers.”

Aledo’s passing attack features 
Kaydon Finley (43 catches, 696 
yards, 11 TD, who has only two 
drops in 60 targets. Five different 
Bearcats have caught a TD pass 
this season.

To counter, the Aledo defense 
has five interceptions and 
Richland defenders have eight.

“They have a good secondary. 
Gavin’s going to have be smart 
with the football and make the 
decisions he’s been making recent-
ly, getting the ball in the hands of 
our playmakers.”

Pass rush
Aledo would appear to have an 

advantage here as the Bearcats’ 
defensive line is the most experi-
enced part of their squad.

The Bearcats have 33 tackles 
for loss, led by linebacker Chase 
Wilburn with 7.5 and defensive 
end Cooper Cyphers with 4.5. 
They also have nine sacks, again 
paced by Cyphers with 3.5.

Royals linebacker Roddrick 
Roberts leads his team with four 
of their five sacks and 14 of their 
28 tackles for loss.

“We’ve got to get a good push 
up front. We rotate those guys so 
they’re fresh,” Jones said. “We have 
to keep him (Kates) contained in 
the pocket. He does a lot of dam-
age out of the pocket and their 

receivers are good at coming off 
their routes and getting open.”

Turnovers/takeaways
Both teams are winning the 

turnover/takeaway battle this 
season. Through eight games the 
Royals have forced 13 turnovers 
(8 interceptions, 5 fumbles), while 
giving the ball up just six times (3 
interceptions, 3 fumbles).

The Bearcats have taken the 
ball away eight times (5 intercep-
tions, 3 fumbles) and given it up 
seven times (5 interceptions, 2 
fumbles).

District 3-5A Division I
                    District    Overall  Points     
             for-against
Aledo  5-0  6-1 348-99
Richland  5-1  7-1 384-177
Azle   4-1  6-1 314-245
Denton Ryan 4-1  6-1 322-142
Birdville  2-4  3-5 218-346
Fossil Ridge 2-4  2-6 178-359
Brewer  1-4  2-5 252-252
Denton  0-5  1-6 108-302
Granbury 0-5  1-6 98-262

Last week’s results
Richland 51, Granbury 14
Ryan 62, Azle 20
Fossil Ridge 42, Denton 40
Brewer 53, Birdville 21
Aledo bye

This week’s games (all 
at 7 p.m.)
Thursday, Oct. 24
Fossil Ridge at Brewer
Friday, Oct. 25
Richland at Aledo
Azle at Granbury
Denton at Ryan

FOOTBALL
from page 7

Game at a glance
Richland (7-1, 5-1 in District 3-5A 

Division I) at Aledo Bearcats (6-1, 
5-0).

When: 7 p.m. Friday, Oct. 11, Tim 
Buchanan Stadium.

Last week: Aledo had a bye. Richland 
defeated Granbury 51-14.

Last season: Aledo went 16-0 and 
won Class 5A Division I state 
championship. Richland was 12-1 
and advanced to third round of 
playoffs.

All-time series: Aledo leads 1-0.

Returning starters: Richland 8 
offensive/8 defensive, Aledo 3 
offensive, 4 defensive.

Aledo offensive players to watch: 
RB Brady Powell (30 carries, 243 
yards, 3 TD) in limited action is 
averaging over 8 yards per carry, 
WR Jamal Hollister (9 catches, 
163 yards, 2 TD) shares the team 
in average yards per catch (18.1) 
with Blake Burdine (18 catches, 
326 yards, 5 TD).

Richland offensive players to watch: 
QB Drew Kates (72% completions, 
2,087 yards, 22 TD, 2 interceptions; 
65 carries, 350 yards, 5 TD rushing), 
WR Xavier Johnson (34 catches, 
832 yards, 9 TD), WR Deon Jones 
26 catches, 574 yards, 5 TD).

Aledo defensive players to watch: 
LB Ben McElree (21 tackles, 2 for 
loss, 5 QB hurries, fumble return 
for TD), LB Kutter Harrell (3 of his 
11 tackles have been for a loss).

Richland defensive players to watch: 
LB Roddrick Roberts (71 tackles, 
14 for loss, 4 sacks, intercep-
tion, 2 forced fumbles), DB Sean 
Wright (51 tackles, blocked punt).

On the subvarsity level, the 
ninth grade B team (25-11 and 
25-6), ninth grade A team (25-
18 and 25-16) and the junior 
varsity squad (25-15 and 25-19) 
each defeated Azle in straight sets.

The Ladycats returned home 
and were hosting Keller Fossil 
Ridge at press time.

Aledo 3, Saginaw 0
The Ladycats continued their 

consistent, dominant ways with 
another convincing sweep. The 
Ladycats walked away with a 
resounding victory by a final score 
of 25-16, 25-9 and 25-9 at Saginaw 
on Oct. 15.

Star junior Alyssa Todd, who 
recently made a verbal commitment 

to Division I Abilene Christian 
University, led the charge with a 
game-high 13 kills to go with 10 
digs, three aces and two blocks.

Senior middle Kinley Elms tal-
lied 12 kills while senior middle 
Haley Lowe added six kills and 
two blocks. Ella Isbell registered 
a team-high three blocks, while 
setters Ava Reding and Sophie 
Frank combined for 30 assists. Ella 
Meador anchored the back line 
with 13 digs while Logyn Denbow 
and Kenrie Pruitt finished with 
10 and seven digs, respectively. 
Meador also served two aces while 
Kailey Hamilton had one ace.

Furthermore, the subvarsity 
squad also took care of business. 
The ninth grade B team swept 
Saginaw (25-22 and 25-18) while 
the junior varsity team also won in 
straight sets (25-7 and 25-16).

LADYCATS
from page 7

http://www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com
http://www.texasbutane.com
https://www.community-news.com/stories/sports-briefs,97409
https://www.community-news.com/stories/bearcats-win-at-granbury,97405
https://www.community-news.com/stories/bearcats-facing-another-state-ranked-foe,97410
https://www.community-news.com/stories/ladycats-continue-district-decimation,97406?
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PHOTOS BY 
BRELEIGH MAYER

Ava Reding
Volleyball

The senior posted a total of 30 assists 
and 16 digs, while serving two aces and 
even coming up with a kill as the Ladycats 
clinched the District 5-5A championship 
with a pair of 3-0 sweeps at Saginaw and 
Azle.

Ring Leaders 
Kennel

• Boarding 
• Grooming 
• Training
• Heated & Cooled 
• Indoor & Outdoor Runs
• 24 Hour Attendant 

Aledo
817-441-8071

Atex trAsh 
service

Tim Green: 817-344-8464 
www.aTexTrash.com

Clear Fork Materials

800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD • ALEDO, TEXAS
817-441-7777 • CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM

BACKS THE 
BEARCATS!

Residential & Commercial

LADYCAT 
OF THE WEEK

Bearcat Regiment straight Division 1
Fall 2024



THE COMMUNITY NEWS  October 25, 2024     11

We do it 
All, 

We do it 
Right!

ALEDO 
817-441-6377 

621 F.M. 1187 N.

FORT WORTH 
817-732-5171 
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Adrian’s Custom
CLEANERS

Goood Luck Bearcats!earcats!

Moritz Chevrolet 
Chrysler · Jeep 
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817-560-6000

Backing

Bearcats!
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2880 Fort Worth Hwy. w Hudson Oaks
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Sponsored by

Braden Stokes
Golf

The junior posted a two-round total of 146 
in the Granbury Fall Classic at DeCordova 
Bend Country Club and Harbor Lakes Golf 
Course to place second individually. He led 
the Bearcats to the team title with a 628 
score.

BEARCAT 
OF THE WEEK

ratings - 2024 UIL Region 30 contest!
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�
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TENNIS

Racquet Cats' enjoy another strong season

PHOTO COURTESY OF KELLY DISHMAN

Aledo Racquet Cats seniors Francois Britz, Elli Kate Bussmeir, Gracie Heydman, 
Eleanor Jack, Patrice Loftin and Jacob Heckathorn.

Win district,  
advance in playoffs
By Kelly Dishman
Special to The Community News

The Aledo Racquet Cats' ten-
nis season came to an end in the 
Class 5A Region I quarterfinals 
with an 11-1 loss to Argyle High 
School recently at Haslet Eaton 
High School. They ended the sea-
son with a 15-4 overall record and 
won the District 5-5A champion-
ship with a 6-0 record.

They advanced to the third 
round of the playoffs, defeat-
ing Birdville 11-6 in bidistrict 
and winning 10-1 over Burleson 
in the area round. The loss to 
Argyle ended an 11-match win-
ning streak.

Despite the loss to Argyle, the 
match featured several games 
that came down to deuces and 
tiebreakers.

The one posted win for Aledo 
was at line 2 boys doubles duo 
of Ben Kurth/Casen Freeland, 3-6, 
6-2, 10-6. 

There was an additional 
mixed doubles match played by 
Alex Vozeh/Gracie Heydman, 
which was a win for Aledo at 
Line 2 (8-6) that does not count 
towards the official playoff match 
score.

The area match against 
Burleson was played at Granbury 
High School on Oct. 10. Two of 
the boys’ doubles teams won. Line 
2 Freeland/ Kurth won 6-0, 6-3, 

and Line 3 Noah Nottingham/
Tom Ruminsky at 6-3, 6-3. 

All lines of girls doubles 
were winners. Line 1 Elli Kate 
Bussmeir/Sydney Byrd won 6-0, 
6-0; Line 2 McKinley Hayes/
Lila Satterfield won 6-0, 6-2; 
and Line 3 Eleanor Jack/Patrice 
Loftin won 2-0, 6-2. 

Mixed doubles played by 
Natalie Nawrocki/Paxton Psencik 
posted a win at 6-1, 6-1.

The team began singles play 
needing four wins to grab the 
title. Victories were posted by 
boys Line 6 Psencik 6-1, 6-0.  
The girls singles wins were 
Line 1 Satterfield 6-0, 6-0; Line 
Bussmeir 6-2, 2-1 and Line 3 
Byrd 6-0, 6-1.

CROSS COUNTRY

Lady Roo qualifies for state
Boone advances to 
Round Rock
Staff Reports
The Community News

Sophomore Remington 
Boone of the Weatherford Lady 
Kangaroos cross country team 
qualified for the state meet with 
a 14th-place individual finish at 
the Class 6A Region I Meet at 
Mae Simmons Park in Lubbock 
on Monday, Oct. 21.

The top four teams and the 
top 10 individuals not on a 
qualifying team advance to the 
6A State Meet at Old Settlers 
Park in Round Rock on Nov. 1.

It will be Boone’s first 
appearance at state following 

her second regionals appear-
ance for the Lady Roos. She 
clocked a time of 18 minutes, 51 
seconds over the 5K course.

As a team, the Lady Roos 
finished 11th. Other individu-
als competing for Weatherford 
were:

66. Paige Blake, 20:20.30.

77. Nayelli Ordonez, 
20:44.10.

79. Ivy Scott, 20:45.20.

119. Macayla Kopacz, 
21:53.80.

125. Gianna Buchfink, 
22:00.00.

137. Sofia White, 22:36.60.

For Fink, it will be his fourth 
consecutive season to compete 
at state. He has qualified with the 
entire Bearcats team three times 
and individually as a sophomore.

The Ladycats entered region-
al competition as the top seed, 
while the Bearcats were seeded 
fifth. The top four teams and 
top 10 individuals not on those 
teams qualified for state at Old 
Settlers Park in Round Rock on 
Nov. 2.

The Ladycats, who had a team 
total of 51 points, will be joined 
in Round Rock by runner-up 
Colleyville Heritage (85 points), 
Abilene (101) and Grapevine 
(148). Joining the Bearcats, who 
scored 149 points, will be region-
al champion Grapevine (88), 
runner-up Colleyville Heritage 

(114) and fourth-place El Paso 
Burges (158).

Last season the Ladycats 
finished second at state behind 
Lovejoy, which has won multiple 
state championships.

"Lovejoy is like a broken 
record and I'm ready to go break 
that record," Pinkerton said.

Rounding out individual 
results for the Ladycats are Sofia 
Brandenburg, 13th, 19:49.10; 
Madison Larsen, 26th, 20:18.90; 
and Mayden Mitchell, 30th, 
20:33.00. Kjersten Loy did not 
finish.

Rounding out the Bearcats' 
individuals are Ian Robbins, 
44th, 17:26.50; Luke Schabel, 
48th, 17:31.00; Landon Eaton, 
66th, 17:51.80; Dominick 
Barrera, 75th, 17:59.00; and 
Thatcher Pettit, 84th, 18:05.10.

At state, the Aledo girls will 
compete at 10:45 a.m. on Nov. 2, 
followed by the boys at 11:25 a.m.

STATE
from page 7
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Bearcat Regiment 
on receiving straight 

Division 1 Ratings at the 
2024 UIL Region 30 contest!

CongratulationsCongratulations
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