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Fighting Back
Vierlings work  
to surmount  
roadblocks; named 
Thanksgiving Trot 
recipients
By Randy Keck
The Community News

Anyone in and around the ath-
letic scene at Aledo High School 
most likely knows the name Derek 
Vierling. Vierling literally built the 
AHS soccer program from scratch, 
coming in to coach the team’s first 
season 24 years ago.

Vierling and his wife, Kellye, 
both attended Trinity High School 
in Euless — Derek graduated in 
1988 and Kellye graduated in 
1989.

“We actually met in College 
Station,” Derek said. “We were 
friends in high school — kind of 
in the same running group, but 
we met in College Station.”

When Derek got out of 
high school, college was just a 
possibility.

“My dad said, ‘I didn’t save 
very well. For college, you get two 
choices. You can do some college 
loans — I’ll sign for you, or join 
the Corps.’”

Derek joined the Marine 
Corps, and was activated for 

Operation Desert Storm. He said 
there were 17 or 18 Aggies who 
were activated.

His service in the Marine 
Corps helped him pay for school.

At A&M, his experience as 
a business major was a cause 
for contemplation after Desert 
Storm. 

“So, I sat around with my 
roommates in college, and they 
started going through the course 
catalog, and it really looked like 
a phone book — we were just 
going through, and we got down 
to one that was called kinesi-
ology,” Derek said. “One of my 
roommates went, ‘man, that’d be 
awesome, Coach V!’ And so, I 
started thinking about it, and it 
was a good choice.”

Early in the marriage Kellye 
worked as a certified nail tech-
nician while Derek began his 
coaching adventure in Crowley. 
After six years, the couple decided 
on a life change, and moved to 
Colorado. Derek went into sales, 
but he felt the call to coach again, 
and he told Kellye he was going 
to try to get certified to coach in 
Colorado.

“If I’m gonna be a coach’s 
widow, can we please move back 
to Fort Worth?” was Kellye’s 
response.

At that time Kellye stayed at 
home to raise their son Reed, 
who was then two-and-a-half. 
The family moved to Mansfield 
while Derek attempted to find a 
coaching job.

Mike Leach, who was vice 
principal at Aledo Middle School, 
had been Derek’s boss at Crowley. 
Leach told Derek that “Don 
Daniel, the superintendent at this 
little school, Aledo ISD, was start-
ing a soccer program.”

Neither Derek nor Kellye knew 
much if anything about Aledo, 
but after interviewing with then 
athletic director Tim Buchanan, 
Vierling was hired to start Aledo’s 
soccer program. He was think-
ing he might be in Aledo for a 
year, get the program started, and 
perhaps parlay that into another 
coaching job.

“We went 19-5 that first year, 
third round of the playoffs, and it 
was pretty exciting,” Derek said.

We thought he might do one 
more year — he loved the kids 

and he loved the parents,” Kellye 
said.

During Derek’s 24 years as 
soccer coach, Kellye worked at 
Aledo High School for eight years 
as a counselor secretary.

“For the longest time, I 
coached both the boys and the 
girls, and I’ve always felt like it’s 
a soccer program, you know, the 
boys and the girls. And now my 
old assistant is the girls coach, 
Bryan Johnson — he assists the 
boys, and I assist the girls. And 
so, we still try to treat it like a 
program, one entity,” Derek said.

Health issues hit hard
On Jan. 19, 2021, Kellye 

found out she had anal cancer. 
The radiation and chemotherapy 
treatments required were, Derek 
said, brutal. “They took a toll on 
her body and she still has effects 
from it.”

Exactly two years later, on Jan. 
19, 2023, Kellye was diagnosed 
with breast cancer. (They say now 
they will not schedule any medi-
cal appointments on Jan 19.)

WILLOW PARK

Council 
announces 
changes in 

city staff
Jock, Funderburk  
announce retirement
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

At the latest meeting of the 
Willow Park City Council on 
Tuesday, Oct. 8, City Manager 
Bryan Grimes announced several 
staff transitions and appointments, 
along with the retirement of two 
city employees.

Chief Financial Officer/Director 
of Human Resources Candy Jock 
(nee Scott) is retiring at the end of 
the year after a quarter century of 
working for the city.

“That’s the longest time ever 
serving the city by a big margin,” 
Grimes said.

Also, Assistant City Manager Bill 
Funderburk is retiring at the end of 
January. He has been with the city 
since 2021 and was formerly the 
city manager in Aledo.

“He’s been my best friend in the 
building,” Grimes said.

Staff promotions and appoint-
ments include:

Toni Fisher is the new assistant 
city manager in charge of develop-
ment and parks. She was formerly 
development director. 

Michelle Guelker is now assis-
tant city manager over public works, 
operations and finance and commu-
nications. She was formerly public 
works director and is one of only 63 
people in the state with a Class A 
water/wastewater operator license.

Chase McBride, is the new pub-
lic works director after having been 
an assistant in the department.

Amanda Saylor is the new 
finance director.

Mandy McCarley has been hired 
as the city’s new director of parks 
and recreation. She had been the 
athletic secretary for the Aledo 
School District for years.

Chelsea Kirkland is the new pub-
lic works administrative assistant.

“I think we have a lot of great 
people worthy of promotions. I 
called one of them at 8:15 last night 
and he answered his phone,” Willow 
Park Mayor Doyle Moss said.

Place 2 Council Member Chawn 
Gilliland noted, “Congratulations to 
all the new positions. I think we did 
well.”

All of the changes became effec-
tive Oct. 1.

Paper of Record
The council named "The 

Community News" as its Paper 
of Record. This continues a long-
standing agreement between the 
newspaper and the city.

The agreement means the city 
will publish its legal notices in the 

WEATHERFORD

Marbut promoted to assistant city manager
Move effective  
immediately
Staff Reports
The Community News

Chad Marbut has been promot-
ed to assistant 
city manager 
for the City of 
Weatherford, 
effective 
immediately.

Marbut has 
served the city 
since 2015, 
first as a capi-
tal projects 
engineer and 
most recently as director of public 
works since 2022. His previous 

experience also includes an exten-
sive background in infrastructure 
design and construction, public/
private partnership coordination, 
and departmental coordination on 
capital improvements.

Marbut holds a bachelor of sci-
ence in civil engineering and a 
master of public Administration. 
He is also a major in the United 
States Air Force Reserve, where 
he serves in the Installation and 
Mission Support Center for Pacific 
Air Forces Command. 

He is a registered professional 
engineer and a member of the 
Texas City Manager Association 
and the International City/
County Management Association. 
His community service includes 

the Weatherford Noon Lions 
Club, the Millsap Education 
Foundation, and he is active with 
the Weatherford Chamber of 
Commerce.

“We are excited to announce 
the promotion of Chad Marbut to 
assistant city manager. His dedica-
tion and expertise have been key to 
many of the City of Weatherford’s 
successes in recent years,” said City 
Manager James Hotopp. “Since 
joining our team in 2015 his con-
tributions have enhanced our 
organization and community, and 
we are confident that his leader-
ship will continue to serve us well 
for the future.”

Under Marbut’s leadership, 
Weatherford has achieved several 

noteworthy awards, including 
the American Public Works 
Association Project of the Year, 
and he represents Weatherford 
on various North Central Texas 
Council of Governments boards 
and committees. As assistant city 
manager, Marbut will manage 
efforts for capital infrastructure 
and development, and strategic 
planning initiatives for future 
growth and the needs associated 
with it.

“I am grateful and excited 
to continue serving the City of 
Weatherford in this role. The 
future for our city is bright, and I 
am deeply honored for the oppor-
tunity to contribute to that,” said 
Marbut.

Chad Marbut

COURTESY OF THE VIERLING FAMILY

Derek celebrates with son Reed following the 2016 Aledo football state championship.

COURTESY OF THE VIERLING FAMILY

Through mutual love and support, 
Derek and Kellye Vierling have 
walked trough health issues.

Turn to COUNCIL, page 2

Turn to VIERLING, page 3

https://www.community-news.com/
https://www.community-news.com/stories/vierlings-endure-health-setbacks,95714
https://www.community-news.com/stories/council-announces-changes-in-city-staff,95833
https://www.community-news.com/stories/marbut-promoted-to-assistant-city-manager,95834
https://www.community-news.com/stories/vierlings-endure-health-setbacks,95714
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Obituaries
Patsy June Hale

Patsy June (Witt) Hale, 
84, passed away Friday, 
September 27, 2024 at her 
home in Aledo.

Patsy was born 
December 18, 1939 in 
Duncan, Oklahoma, the 
daughter of Benjamin Ray 
Witt and Charlot Estelle 
(Reese) Witt.

She was an avid lover of 
books, and loved to spend 
time reading. Patsy loved 
to garden, and over the years, she 
and her husband Ben, enjoyed trav-
eling all over the country in their R.V.

Patsy will be remembered as a 
strong woman of faith with a deep 
love for her family. She was a long-
time member of Aledo Church of 
Christ.

She is survived by her loving 
husband, Ben Hale; chil-
dren, LaVaughn Stroud, 
Kim Linder, John Corr, 
David Hale (Kate), and 
Eddie Hale (Patty); grand-
children, Garrett Hale, 
Madison Hale, Courney 
Palmer (Masten), Jacob 
Hale, Callie Strickland, 
Blake Stroud, and Haley 
Stroud; and a host of 
extended family members 
and friends.

The funeral service was Friday, 
October 4, 2024 in White’s Chapel 
of Memories in Weatherford. 
Interment was in  Aledo Brown 
Cemetery in Aledo.

The Community News 
October 11, 2024

Patsy Hale

COMMUNITY LIFE

New Faith dedicates new sanctuary
Fills up in 
first service
By Christopher Amos
The Community News

Youth Pastor Johathan Fahl 
opened Sunday service with a 
hardy, “Welcome to New Faith 
Baptist Church,” resulting in 
applause and cheers from friends, 
visitors and members there to cel-
ebrate the grand opening of a new 
sanctuary Oct. 6.

Three-year member Gary 
Montgomery said the new addi-
tion is a welcome improvement.

“The difference is night and 
day,” Montgomery said as he greet-
ed guests at the front door. “There 
were times we almost couldn’t fit 
everybody in the old sanctuary. 
This is a great little country church 
to be in.”

The building at 3303 W. FM 
5 in Aledo was purchased from 
another congregation in the 1990s 
and broke ground for the addition 
in August of last year. The sanctu-
ary can now easily seat 200-plus 
in addition to an audio-video deck, 
an interactive stage, storage, and 
a 60 x 20 multi-purpose room, 
which can be used as a classroom 
or preparation room for services 
and weddings.

The old sanctuary is used for 
Sunday school, children’s church, 
and lunch every third Sunday.

“We more than doubled our 
size,” said Pastor Brandon Carter, 
who came to New Faith with his 
wife, Kim, and children Kiera and 

Kesley, in 2019. “We were grow-
ing fast and we really needed the 
room.”

For information about other 
ministries of the church and to 
view services on live stream, visit 
www.newfaithbaptistchurch.net.

CHRISTOPHER AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

The new main entrance was the old fellowship hall.

CHRISTOPHER AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Pastor Brandon Carter welcomes Judy Bird of Aledo to the grand open-
ing of the New Faith Baptist Church new sanctuary.

paper for the next fiscal year, which 
began on Oct. 1 and runs through 
Sept. 30, 2025, when FY 26 will 
begin and another vote will be held.

“Our residents and interested 
parties will know where to find our 
publications,” Grimes said.

The "Community News" is pub-
lished each Friday and can be found 
online daily at www.community-
news.com.

Freedom House recog-
nized

With October being National 
Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month, the council recognized 
Freedom House and the work the 
organization does to help victims 
of abuse.

The proclamation, read by Moss, 
states "The problems of domestic 
violence are not confined to any 
group or groups of people, but cut 
across all economic, racial, and soci-
etal barriers."

It also notes that in Parker 
County since 1995, Freedom House, 
their staff, volunteers, and board 
members directly confront this 
local crisis with help from all law 
enforcement agencies, healthcare 
providers, the clergy, and other 

concerned citizens who are work-
ing together to aid in the effort 
to end domestic violence in the 
community.

Moss urged all citizens to active-
ly participate in the scheduled 
activities and

programs to work toward eradi-
cating domestic violence, improving 
victim safety, and holding perpetra-
tors of domestic abuse accountable 
for their actions against individual 
victims, and society as a whole.

Holiday schedule
Council also approved the fol-

lowing holiday schedule for fiscal 
year 2024-25:
• Monday, Nov. 11 - Veteran’s Day.
• Thursday, Nov. 29 - Thanksgiving.
• Friday, Nov. 30 - day after 

Thanksgiving.
• Tuesday, Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve.
• Wednesday, Dec. 25 - Christmas.
• Tuesday, Dec. 31 - New Year’s 

Eve.
• Wednesday, Jan. 1 - New Year’s 

Day.
• Monday, Jan. 20 - Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Day.
• Monday, Feb. 17 - President’s Day.
• Friday, April 18 - Good Friday.
• Monday, May 2 - Memorial Day.
• Thursday, June 19 - Juneteenth.
• Friday, July 4 - Independence 

Day.
• Monday, Sept. 1 - Labor Day.

COUNCIL
from page one
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Kellye had a double mastectomy 
and reconstructive surgery, and is 
grateful that the surgeons removed 
all the cancer, so no chemotherapy 
or radiation was required.

Just as Kellye was recovering 
and given the green light to drive 
again, Derek’s symptoms began to 
appear.

After a checkup in August of 
2022, Derek was told his blood 
platelet count was a bit low. In 
February of 2023 he had more 
blood work done, and his platelet 
count was even lower than his pre-
vious labs.

He was referred to a hematolo-
gist, who ordered a bone marrow 
biopsy, but the biopsy did not show 
any problems. Derek’s platelets 
were at 50,000 when normal range 
is between 150,000 to 400,000. 
However, he was told he was not 
critical and was sent home.

On July 13, Derek began to 
develop red spots on his legs. On 
that day he had been to his primary 
care physician, to an eye doctor 
because a blood blister had popped 
in his eye, and had worked out. 
By the time he got home, he was 
covered in red dots, which he said 
looked like measles.

He and Kellye sent a photo to a 
cardiologist friend, who told them 
Derek needed to go to the emer-
gency room. In fact, the doctor 
called the emergency room to let 
them know Derek was coming.

At the emergency room they 
told him he needed to get to a hos-
pital immediately.

“I didn’t feel bad,” Derek said. “I 
worked out that day. I did our sum-
mer workouts at school.” Friends 
and associates kept asking him if 
he was tired or stressed.

“Well, yeah, I was stressed. I 
mean, she’s had two bouts of can-
cer the last two years. Am I tired? 
Well, soccer season is over again. 
I’m always kind of tired at the end 
of soccer season.”

The hospital told him he had to 
be admitted immediately. Platelets 
are the mechanisms through which 
blood forms clots. Without plate-
lets, even cutting himself shaving 
could cause a catastrophic loss of 
blood.

The hospital had no answers. 
They installed a port in his neck 
through which he could receive 

plasmapheresis, a process whereby 
blood is removed from the body, 
separated into plasma and cells, 
and then the cells are infused back 
into the body.

Derek was in the hospital for 
two weeks until his platelets were 
brought up to a manageable level. 
After being home for two weeks, 
he began to experience severe back 
paid, and there was blood in his 
urine.

Back at the hospital, in August 
of 2023, he found out his kidneys 
were failing. Doctors thought his 
spleen was attacking his platelets, 
so they performed a spleen embo-
lization, which involves blocking 
the artery that supplies blood to 
the spleen.

The next day he was put on 
dialysis through a port that was 
installed in his chest. Perhaps luck-
ily, Derek does not recall much of 
this time.

The medical staff still could not 
pinpoint the problem. They want-
ed to perform a kidney biopsy, but 
Derek’s platelets were so low there 
was a danger of him bleeding out. 
After roughly three weeks in the 
hospital, once his platelets were 
high enough, he was sent home.

Derek was having to do outpa-
tient dialysis three days a week. 
About this time, he and Kellye 
began to seek out addition-
al medical resources, and got a 
referral to the University of Texas 
Southwestern Medical Center (UT 
Southwestern). A hematologist 
there told Derek, “I want to find 
out what’s wrong with you, but I 
have to admit you in the hospital.”

The experience at UT south-
western, Derek said, was “night 

and day” different from his previ-
ous hospital stays.

He was there another two 
weeks, but they were able to get 
him to the point where a kidney 
biopsy could be performed. The 
result of the biopsy was that he 
has a very rare blood disorder 
called Atypical Hemolytic Uremic 
Syndrome (AHUS).

“AHUS is not curable, but it’s 
treatable — it’s manageable,” Kellye 
said. “And so, they start him on this 
infusion, and his numbers go up, 
and we’re praying and hoping for 
kidney recovery.”

During this time Derek missed 
the entire fall 2023 semester of his 
job at Aledo High School.

“I lost 60 pounds over the course 
of the hospital stays, and I was just 
emaciated and weak,” Derek said. 
“I was using a walker and a cane, 
and I was just so drugged up with 
all the different drugs I was taking, 
I just slept, and then I couldn’t 
sleep. So I would sleep and be 
awake and sleep, and I just zoned 
out watching TV.”

Family encouragement
As the spring semester and 

soccer season approached, Derek 
began to gain some encourage-
ment. He could not coach, but he 
could watch.

“It was around December and 
and Kellye said, ‘what if I just 
took you up to practice, to watch 
practice.’”

Derek didn’t want to go.
“I looked bad. I mean, I was just 

sickly. And I couldn’t stand up. I 
had to sit down,” Derek said. “and 
Kellye said ‘ I’ll just take you up 
there. We’ll sit in the car, and you 

could just watch.’ And finally, she 
convinced me to do it.

“I went out there, and I liter-
ally sat on a bench, and I just 
watched practice. And then I tried 
to coach a little bit, but I couldn’t. 
I didn’t have a voice. Coach (Efren) 
Martinez and coach Johnson were 
doing a fantastic job. I mean, they 
really just stepped up. And, and 
coach Martinez’, wife, she is also a 
soccer coach.”

When Kellye got Derek home, 
she said, “Well, what do you think?”

“I said, ‘Man, I miss it. Can we 
go back tomorrow?’”

Kellye said yes, and day-to-day 
Derek began to get back into the 
realm of coaching.

Derek was still physically weak, 
but he also received encourage-
ment from his father. His dad 
wanted him to go for a walk, but 
Derek, walking with a cane, didn’t 
want to go.

“He said, ‘come on, we’ll go for 
a walk together. We’ll just go to 
the stop sign and back.’ And it’s 
like, three houses, and we’d do it. 
And I was just exhausted. And 
then the next day, he goes, let’s go 
four houses and back. And pretty 
soon we were doing a block, going 
around the block, and then it was a 
couple times around the block, and 
I just slowly started getting a little 
bit stronger.”

The dialysis was still exhausting 
and time-consuming.

“You sit in a chair, and they lit-
erally take your blood out and they 
clean it and put it back in. And it 
was a it was a four-hour deal, and I 
had to do that three days a week..”

Despite that schedule, Derek 
returned to work for the spring 

semester 2024, but was missing 
Tuesdays and Thursdays to get his 
dialysis.

“It would make me so exhaust-
ed, and I was cramping up. I was 
on a fluid restriction because my 
kidneys weren’t functioning very 
well. And so I would finish up the 
dialysis, and my back would cramp, 
and my legs were cramping, and it 
would almost bring me to tears.

“Back in March, we finally dis-
covered that he can do peritoneal 
dialysis at home,” Kellye said.

That involved another pro-
cedure to put a port in Derek’s 
stomach, and more frequent 
dialysis.

“It was six hours every day, but 
I could do it at night while I was 
sleeping,” although sleeping was 
somewhat difficult.

“I had to lay on my back, and if 
I laid the wrong way the machine 
would start beeping, but at least I 
was at home, and physically, I was 
feeling better because I wasn’t so 
exhausted from the hemodialysis 
and then soccer season’s kicking 
in.”

MARCIA WALTERS 
MEMORIAL 

THANKSGIVING TROT
1 Mile and 5K
Benefitting Coach Derek Vierling
8:30 a.m. Thursday, Nov. 28
Aledo High School
Register before Nov. 1 to be guaran-
teed a race t-shirt. Late registration 
will begin on Nov. 2 and run until 
8:30 a.m. on Thanksgiving Morning.
https://www.aledothanksgiving-
trot.com/

VIERLING
from page one

COURTESY OF THE VIERLING FAMILY

LEFT: The Vierling family: Kellye, Derek, and son Reed. | RIGHT: Derek Vierling is shown receiving treatment.

Turn to TROT, page 9
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Top state lawmakers plan 
to address soaring homeown-
ers insurance premiums when 
they return to Austin in January 
for the next legislative ses-
sion, according to the Houston 
Chronicle.

The state’s insurance com-
missioner, Cassie Brown, told 
a Senate committee that home 
insurance rates increased last 
year by more than 21% state-
wide, twice the average increase 
in 2022. 

More severe and frequent 
disasters are blamed for the 
spike in rates. In addition to 
more severe and more frequent 
storms, higher home values and 
higher costs for construction and 
labor are also factors. The medi-
an home price in Texas has risen 
40% in the past five years.

“All this new value needs cov-
erage, which results in bigger 
bills for consumers,” Brown said. 

Lawmakers reportedly will 
consider changes to the state’s 
file-and-use system, which 
allows insurance companies to 
raise rates and then seek regula-
tory approval. Brown said the 
Texas Department of Insurance 
reviews all rate filings but “rare-
ly” disapproves any of them.

“If we tighten up the criteria 
that you have to look at in order 
to approve their rates — I would 
expect that if it’s harder to get 
a rate increase approval, that 
would help Texans with their 
premiums on their insurance,” 
state Sen. Donna Campbell, 
R-New Braunfels, said.

Alarm sounded over 
languishing farm bill

Texas farmers, ranchers and 
lawmakers are voicing concerns 
that an economic catastrophe is 

in the works if Congress doesn’t 
approve a new farm bill by the 
end of the year. The 2018 version 
— good for five years — has final-
ly expired, The Texas Tribune 
reported, after being extended 
until Sept. 30.

In a letter to the House 
Republican leadership signed 
by 140 members of Congress, 
the signers warned that waiting 
until next year to pass a bill will 
have a nationwide effect.

“The negative impacts of fail-
ing to act will not just stop at the 
farm gate,” the letter said, “but 
will (affect) Main Street busi-
nesses, rural communities, and 
the national economy.”

The Farm, Food, and National 
Security act is considered a 
“must-pass” piece of federal 
legislation. The bill supports 
more than 230,000 farmers 
and ranchers in Texas, and the 
state’s food and agriculture sec-
tors reportedly contribute more 
than $860.8 billion in economic 
activity while employing more 
than 4.5 million people.

The farm bill also funds 
the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program, which pro-
vides more than 3.4 million 
low-income Texans with food 
benefits.

“We need our members of 
Congress and leadership in 
Congress to recognize there’s no 
room for delay anymore,” said 
Laramie Adams of the Texas 
Farm Bureau, said. “It’s time to 
actually work together to get 
something done.”

Texas has more  
than 18 million  
registered voters

Texas has hit a high-water 
mark with more than 18 million 
registered voters. The voter reg-
istration rolls are growing at a 
faster pace than the population’s 
growth,   indicating increased 
interest in signing up to vote. 
The Chronicle reported the state 
has added nearly 2.6 million vot-
ers since 2018.

Most of the growth has come 
in Harris County and along the 

I-35 corridor, areas that tend 
to vote more Democratic. While 
Republicans have not lost a state-
wide race in 30 years, results are 
getting tighter. 

“We are in a competitive state 
and we are not going to win just 
sitting on our laurels,” said Dave 
Carney, a veteran Republican 
strategist who has been a key 
political adviser to Gov. Greg 
Abbott and former Gov. Rick 
Perry.

Judge ends probe into 
alleged vote harvesting

A federal judge has stopped 
the state’s ability to investigate 
alleged cases of vote harvest-
ing, such as the probe into the 
League of United Latin American 
Citizens by Attorney General Ken 
Paxton, The Tribune reported.

The probe was being con-
ducted under a provision of a 
law passed in 2021 that targeted 
voter outreach groups suspect-
ed of offering vote-harvesting 
services. Voter outreach groups 
have complained of overreach 
by Paxton’s office and wide-
spread confusion over the law’s 
implications.

Paxton last week vowed to 
appeal.

“A ruling — weeks prior to 
an election — preventing my 
office from investigating poten-
tial election violations is deeply 
troubling and risks undermining 
public trust in our political pro-
cess,” he said.

Voter outreach groups hailed 
the ruling, saying the restrictions 
violated the U.S. Constitution by 
being vague and restricting free 
speech.

Texas leads nation in 
road rage shootings

A newsroom dedicated to 
reporting on gun violence reports 
Texas is leading the country in 
road rage shootings, according 
to data from 2014 through 2023.

The Austin American-
Statesman reported on the 
findings by The Trace, which 
concluded the number of peo-
ple shot in road rage incidents 

surged over 400% during that 
time period, with 456 shooting 
incidents reported last year.

Two Texas cities topped the 
list of road rage shootings dur-
ing that 10-year period. Houston 
reported 215 total incidents with 
192 shootings and 207 victims 
shot, while San Antonio report-
ed 107 total incidents with 83 
shootings and 94 victims shot. 

During that 10-year period 
in Texas, 146 people were shot 
and killed in road rage incidents, 
while 435 were wounded. In 
addition, 26 suspects were killed 
and 14 wounded.

Shorter days bring 
higher risks  
for pedestrians

The change in seasons 
brings fewer daylight hours 
and higher risks for pedestrian 
safety, according to the Texas 
Department of Transportation. 
Last October was the deadliest 
month for pedestrians, with 80 
dying in Texas traffic crashes.

“As the fall and winter 
months usher in shorter days 
and less light, pedestrians are 
at increased risk on our roads,” 
TxDOT Executive Director Marc 
Williams said. “Drivers may 
struggle to see pedestrians in 
lower-light conditions and must 
stay alert to avoid preventable 
collisions.”

Motorists are urged to stop 
and yield to pedestrians in cross-
walks; yield while turning to 
pedestrians; put phones away; 
and observe the posted speed 
limit. Pedestrians are reminded 
to cross streets only at inter-
sections and crosswalks; make 
eye contact with drivers before 
crossing; wear reflective mate-
rial at night; and also put away 
all electronic devices.
Gary Borders is a veteran award-
winning Texas journalist. He 
published a number of com-
munity newspapers in Texas 
during a 30-year span, includ-
ing in Longview, Fort Stockton, 
Nacogdoches, Lufkin and Cedar 
Park. Email: gborders@texas-
press.com.
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Content Submission Policy

We’re always on the lookout for story ideas. 
To share one, call Randy Keck at 817-386-
1469 or email news@community-news.com. 
Please provide the basic story information 
as well as contact information.

We welcome letters, articles and guest 
opinions from our readers. Opinions 
expressed in this newspaper will be labeled 
as opinions, editorials or letters, and do 
not reflect the opinions of the ownership. 
Letters should be signed, and limited to 
approximately 300 words. All submissions 
to the newspaper should include a tele-
phone number in case we have questions. 
Letters are due by Monday at noon for that 
week’s paper. Community announcements, 
achievements and obituaries are due by 
noon Friday for the following week’s paper.

Photos submitted should include names of 
the people in the photograph.

The Community News does not charge for time-
ly wedding, engagement and birth announce-
ments provided they are of reasonable length. 
Lengthy announcements will either be edited 
to a reasonable length or, at the discretion of 
the person submitting the announcement, be 
charged a fee. 

 If we weren’t totally “away 
from it all,” we were on the out-
skirts, kind of like the characters 
in the delightful 1953 Broadway 
musical “Brigadoon.”

Only the long of tooth remem-
ber the tale of two New York guys 
stumbling across a delightful vil-
lage in the highlands of Scotland 
that came alive for only one day 
each century and very much 
alive it was with love, music and 
goodwill.

That was the atmosphere our 
church group of 40 senior adults 
found in Branson, MO, where we 
enjoyed four blissful days, opting 
to let the rest of the world deal 
with its many problems.

Oh, the outing--called “Meet 
You in Branson”--didn’t start out 
well. Our soon-separated “con-
voy” may well have traversed four 
states at various times on the 
465-mile trek.

Smiles and good cheer 
abounded, though, and we were 
Lord-favored by perfect weather, 
grand entertainment, delightful 
hosts at the smallish Carriage 
House Inn and even hints of 
approaching fall. Crisp mornings 
seemed tailor-made for strolls, 
even if short ones.

There were scant signs of 
leaves abandoning green for 
flaming colors of red, orange and 
yellow. Even without the breath-
taking foliage soon to envelope 
the Ozarks, there still were 
enough “trip highlights” to illu-
minate an airport runway.

For Randy Brooks , it was 
nothing short of a homecoming. 
Now living in the Metroplex-- the 
man who played the original role 
of Jesus in “The Promise,” a long-
running pageant in Glen Rose, 
TX--thrilled us in song.

During our Sunday visit to 
the College of the Ozarks, he 
warmed many hearts with a 
hymn-sing in the beautiful 
Williams Chapel that was built 
by students over a 12-year period 
in the 1940s-1950s. (Following 
Glen Rose, Randy played the 
Jesus role in Branson for several 
years, winding up with another 
long run in New York City before 
COVID spelled the end of the 
pageant in Europe. He felt it was 
time to end the 30-year run, but 
still sings for various groups. He 
does so without solicitation, and 
at age 71, is ever popular.)

We dined at COFO’s Keeter 
Center, where culinary students 
are trained to prepare sumptuous 
meals. It was a stunning buffet, 
with the dozens of student servers 
pausing to sing “The Doxology” 
for our mealtime prayer.

Speaking of food, all was 
super-good We particularly 
enjoyed Pickin’ Porch Grill and 
Danna’s BBQ….

Pickin’ Porch is tucked away 
at the back of the Branson Craft 

Mall, a place known for its gigan-
tic rocking chair in front. We 
cast our vote with locals who 
claim its hamburgers to be THE 
BEST. Coupled with uniquely-
flavored French fries, the combo 
is incomparable.

“Queen Esther” was worth 
the trip. We saw the 670th per-
formance of its nine-month, 
679-show run. More than 6,000 
attended sold-out performances 
for five shows during the final full 
weekend.

“David,” called master poet, 
fearless warrior and anointed 
king, opens March 8, 2025, run-
ning through January 3, 2026. 
The Sight and Sound Theater 
continues to set the standard for 
bible-based productions, having 
done so since opening in Branson 
in 2008.

Our bunch loved SIX, a 
half-dozen brothers whose “pro-
duction” of instrument-like 
sounds is as impressive as their 
grand voices. They also raved 
about Pierce Arrow’s Decades 
Show, Nashville Roadhouse and 
acrobats of China.

Motel management turned 
over the lobby to us for Brooks’ 
mini-concert on our final night.

We crowded chairs into the 
small lobby to enjoy Randy’s 
songs. This tied a ribbon on our 
trip. When the songs ended, the 
motel staff served ice cream and 
cake to our group!

There were no accidents, 
reports of sickness or dishar-
mony of any kind. Friendships 
were strengthened and new ones 
made. I didn’t hear the word 

“politics” one time. One guy did 
lose his comb, though. He didn’t 
need it, anyway, but maybe he 
liked to carry it as a reminder of 
that long-ago time when he had a 
good stand of hair.

Dr. Newbury, longtime university 
president, continues to speak and 
write. The Idle American, begun 
in 2003, is one of the nation’s lon-
gest-running syndicated humor 
columns. Contact: 817-447-3872. 
Email: newbury@speakerdoc.com. 
Website: www.speakerdoc.com.

Idle American

Away from it all

Dr. Don Newbury
newbury@speakerdoc.com

DON NEWBURY

Randy Brooks back in Branson 
after hanging from the cross in 
role of Jesus in “The Promise.” 
He starred for 30 years in Glen 
Rose, Branson and New York and 
Europe.
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A lot has happened 
since last league loss

Logic dictates that the Aledo 
Bearcats football team will lose anoth-
er district game at some time.

Whether it will be in our lifetime is 
the question.

The Bearcats ran their national-
record district winning streak to 123 
with a come-from-behind 42-27 vic-
tory against Denton Ryan at Tim 
Buchanan Stadium, or what has been 
branded as “The Buc” by some players.

Let that soak in. One hundred and 
twenty three straight victories. That’s 
a lot of wins by a lot of players over a 
lot of years.

Some of us have trouble doing the 
same thing for 123 minutes.

Not since Oct. 5, 2007, the birth-
day of one of our Community News 
photographers, Breleigh Mayer, have 
the Bearcats lost a league contest. Her 
mother and my good friend, Mercedes 
Mayer, was, in fact, supposed to cover 
the game for another newspaper that 
night Everman beat Aledo 35-28, but 
for obvious reasons she did not make 
that deadline.

The way things are going, Mercedes 
might be a great - or even a great-great 
- grandmother before the Bearcats lose 
again to a district foe.

“That was right after I was born. 
That’s crazy,” said Aledo defensive 
tackle Jaxon Richter, who was born in 
November of 2006. “We don’t really 
talk about it, but everybody likes to 
bring it up, especially with games like 
this. We just want to win games.”

Richter had a blocked pass on the 
next play after teammate and defen-
sive end Carson Dempsey did the 

Look at it This Way

They 
just keep 
winning

Rick Mauch
sports@community-news.com

Turn to WINNING, page 7

FOOTBALL

Bearcats seek to avoid  
Granbury trap

Pirates sandwiched 
between state-
ranked matchups
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

Robby Jones had a simple 
message for his Aledo Bearcats 
football team on Monday.

Don’t be Alabama.
“Actually, what I said 

was, ‘Don’t let Granbury be 
Vanderbilt,’” he said with a smile.

Coaches, of course, are always 
leery of what is known as a “trap 
game.” It’s a contest against a 
team they are supposed to beat 
and against whom almost every-
one believes it would take the 
ultimate disaster to lose.

However, as Vanderbilt 
reminded folks this past weekend 
with its 40-35 shocking upset of 
No. 1 Alabama in Nashville, such 
stunners do happen.

And you can bet Jones was 
watching. His Bearcats (5-1, 4-0 
in District 3-5A Division I) are 
traveling to Granbury Friday, 
Oct. 11 to take on the Pirates (1-4, 
0-3) at 7 p.m.

Two teams could not be going 
in opposite directions any more 
than the Bearcats and Pirates. 
In Week 1 Aledo fell 35-30 at 

Denton Guyer and has since won 
five straight. Granbury won its 
season opener 3-0 against Waco 
and is now on a four-game losing 
streak.

“I told them (the team), ‘Look 
at Alabama last week. They got 
the big win over Georgia, go to 
Vanderbilt and look what hap-
pened,’” Jones said. “We’re in 
that same situation and we don’t 
want that to happen to us.”

New head coach
The Pirates are under the 

guidance of Bobby Allison, who 
came to Granbury after spend-
ing the past 10 seasons at Justin 
Northwest, where he was defen-
sive coordinator, assistant head 
coach, and recruiting coordi-
nator. In only one season, he 
was instrumental in turning the 
Texans around from 1-9 in 2015 
to 10-2 in 2016. 

At Sharpstown, where he 
was co-defensive coordinator, he 
helped the Bobcats win 10 games 
for the first time in 20 seasons 
and advance to the playoffs. At 
San Angelo Central, he helped 
end a 29-game losing streak with 
a 6-4 record in his first season. 

“He’s a good coach and I think 
he can do some good there,” 

Jones said in praise of Allison. 
“He’s proven he knows how to 
turn programs around.”

Jones, in his second season 
at the helm of Aledo, is 21-1 with 
a state championship. He was 
offensive coordinator for 10 state 
championships since 2009 since 
taking over for the retired Tim 
Buchanan last season.

Taking on top teams
For a second straight game 

the Pirates will be facing the No. 
1 team in the state. Before having 
a bye last week they lost 63-20 at 
Denton Ryan, which held the top 
spot before losing to the Bearcats 
42-27 last week in Aledo.

Fuller to the house
For the second time in as 

many games, senior Adrian 
Fuller returned a kickoff for a 
touchdown for the Bearcats. His 
return for 100 yards turned the 
game around in last week’s 42-27 
win over Denton Ryan, a game 
the Bearcats trailed 27-8 at the 
time.

The previous week he 
returned a kickoff 82 yards for 
a score in a 63-3 win over Fossil 
Ridge.

SPORTS BRIEFS
Staff Reports
The Community News

BASEBALL
Miller makes college 
commitment
Aledo Bearcat Devin Miller 
has committed to play base-
ball at Cal State Fullerton 
University next season. Miller, 
a senior, is a right-handed 
pitcher/first baseman who 
helped the Bearcats advance 
to the third round of the play-
offs and was named to the 
All-District 5-5A Team.

FOOTBALL
Aledo Middle School vs. 
McKinzey
Seventh grade: A team won 
30-0, B team won 31-0.
Eighth grade: A team won 
38-6, B team won 14-6.

McAnally Middle School 
vs McKinzey
A team Orange won 14-6
B team Black won 40-0 
C team White won 27-6

Weatherford freshmen A 
vs. Mansfield Legacy
The Kangaroos won 42-0. 
Players of the game, Lincoln 
Ramirez, Justin Fiddler, Henry 
Westvang.

Weatherford freshmen 
Blue vs. Legacy
The Kangaroos won 36-14. 
Players of the game were 
Gage Kizer, Fresh Pope and 
Justin Williams.

VOLLEYBALL
Lady Coyotes sweep 
Cisco
The Weatherford College 
volleyball team swept Cisco 
College on the road Saturday, 
winning 25-13, 25-9, 25-13. 
It was the Coyotes’ tenth 
sweep of the year and their 
eighth straight win. 
Abby Morris continued her 
successful run through con-
ference play with 11 kills and 
six digs. Weronika Urbanksa 
had 10 kills and 11 digs.  
Lorena Gomez tallied 23 
assists, while Victoria 
Sanchez added 12. 
The No. 6 Coyotes improved 
to 19-5 overall and 6-0 in con-
ference play. 

Turn to FOOTBALL, page 7

BRELEIGH MAYER/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Kaden Winkfield (21) secured the first down to seal Aledo's victory over Denton Ryan.

A great way to start the day!

The CommuniTy news
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OCTOBER 12

Aledo UMC Lord’s Acre 
Fall Festival
Gather the family for a 
fall bucket list event y’all 
won’t want to miss from 10 
a.m. - 3 p.m. on Saturday, 
October 12th
AUMC will host its annual 
community fall fest with 
kid’s activities, food, 
vendors, silent and live 
auctions, live music perfor-
mances, and community 
fun. The money raised 
helps support AUMC’s 
mission efforts in Aledo, 
surrounding areas, state-
wide and around the world. 
Forward this event to all 
your friends and follow us 
on our page to stay in the 
loop on all the fun things 
we have planned!

OCTOBER 17

Burgers & Bingo
Parker County Committee 
on Aging - Meals on Wheels 
and The Senior Center
is having Burgers & Bingo 
benefitting Meals on 
Wheels and the Senior 
Center from 5:30-8 p.m., 
on Thursday, October 17.
Dinner will be served 
from 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
which includes a ham-

burger dinner (burger, 
chips, drink, and des-
sert). Following dinner, 
we will play Bingo for 
your chance to win locally 
donated prizes.
Tickets are limited to 200 
guests. Additional Bingo 
cards will be available for 
purchase at $5 a piece, 
while supplies last (limit 1).

OCTOBER 18

Movies in the Park
“They’re creepy and 
they’re kooky, mysteri-
ous and spooky, they’re 
all together ooky”… 
and they’re coming 
to the Heritage Park 
Amphitheater, 503 Santa 
Fe Dr, Weatherford, TX 
76086, at 7 p.m. on 
October 18th for a FREE 
screening of the original 
Addams Family movie 
(1991). Bring your lawn 
chairs, blankets, and get 
cozy under the moon as 
we relive the strange and 
delightful antics of The 
Addams Family! 

OCTOBER 19

2024 Aledo Fest 
Aledo fest will be from 10 
.m. - 2 p.m. on Saturday, 
October 19 in downtown 

Aledo. It will feature live 
music and activities for 
kids of all ages.
Meet your local businesses 
at vendor booths, do some 
gift shopping, and get a lit-
tle something for yourself!
Come hungry for a variety 
of food trucks on-site for 
good eats & autumn treats!
Vendor and sponsorship 
applications are available 
now - please visit our web-
site. https://www.aledotx.
gov/AledoFest

OCTOBER 26

Mayor Roberts’ Second 
Annual Seed Ball Event
Town of Annetta will 
host the Seed Ball Event 
from 9a.m. - 12 p.m. on 
Saturday, October 26, 
at Annetta Town Hall, 
450 Thunder Head Lane, 
Annetta
Join us in making milk-
weed seed balls to help 
“grow” the population of 
the Monarch Butterflies. 
Your seeds will grow next 
spring and help nourish 
the butterflies during their 
migration next year.
Bring your family and meet 
your neighbors!
Call (817)441-5770 or email 
info@annettatx.gov to 

RSVP. A box lumch for par-
ticipants will be provided. 
Take home the seed balls 

that you make to plant 
in your gardens prior to 
Halloween. 

Event Submissions - Send 
event submissions to events@ 
community-news.com.
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  Texas grid inven-
      tory: ____watts
  5  TXism: “I’m all
      ____” (attentive)  
  6  9/11 perpetrators
      ____ terrorists
  7  TXism: “__ hill for
      a stepper”
  8  in the past
  9  prohibit
15  TX Hunter’s “Since   
      _  ___ You Baby”
16  appropriate TX Dan
      Blocker tree farm?
19  TXism: “couldn’t fi nd
      hide ___  ____ of it”
21  spinning toy:
      whir_____
22  TXism: “can’t  
      _____  __ old         
      dog new tricks”
27  TXism: “hen fruit”
28  Castroville is “The
      Little ______ of
      Texas”
29  TXism: “eatin’ hay
      is ___  ___ good
      for” (poor horse)  
30  in Henderson
      County on U.S.175
32  TX George Fore-
      man victory (abbr.)
33  easily ignited
36  TX Willie’s “On 
      the ____ Again”
37  TXism: “___ over
      but the shouting”
38  Texas prisoners
39  voided a marriage
41  vision or graph
      beginning
42  Juan de _____
      named El Paso

  1  TXism: “gave __  _
      song and dance”
  2  TXism: “bend your
      ___” (talk)
  3  U.S. Rep. Kay
      from Fort Worth
  4  TXism: “loud __
      ____  _____  __  
      _ bare fl oor”
  8  Fort Worth’s “____
      Carter Museum”
  9  TXism: “_____
      ______  ___ of the
      box” (beginning)
10  TXism: “cash __
      the barrel head”
11  TX Tarzan Ely (init.)
12  TXism: “my stomach 
      is ______  __  __ a  
      knot” (nervous)

45  TXism: “two ____  
      in a pod” (alike)
46  ID card, e.g. (abbr.)
47  character Dobbs in Texas- 
      based “Lonesome Dove”
48  in Anderson: Fanthorp        
      ___ Historical Site
49  Texas-born Steve
      Martin album: “_  ____
      ___  Crazy Guy”
52  disease microbe
53  “have a __  __ it” (try)

54  lower back:
      ___bar
55  airport abbr.

13  Texas perennial
14  “with a nicknack  
      pattywack, give the 
      ___  _ bone”
15  TXism: “big fi sh __
      _  _____ pond”
      (important person)
16  TXism: “when ____
      fl y” (never)
17  weed whackers
18  of long standing
      (hyphenated word)
20  chills & fever
22  “__-dah!” (fanfare)
23  Santa’s helper
24  TX Collin Raye’s
      “___  _ Can Be”
25  Mass music?

26  TXism: “______ 
      and hawed” (stalled)
28  TXism: “packed like  
      sardines in _  ___”
31  TXism: “busier than
      _  ___-armed fry
      cook in a truck stop”
34  TXism: “___ some
      gravel” (fell)

35  TXism: “let by-
      gones __ bygones”
37  Texas moonwalker,  
      Bean
40  TXism: “____ a
      hand” (help)
43  ___ Braunfels, TX
44  TX “Big Bopper’s”
      Chantilly Lace had
      “_  ______ in her
      walk”
50  “Texas” is an
      outdoor _____ in
      Palo Duro Canyon
51  money dispenser
      (abbr.)
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Support Services provided by  
Careity Foundation

NEW TECHNOLOGY IN THE FIGHT AGAINST CANCER
 This investment in the community brings the latest

 cu�ng-edge techniques. Providing the best care possible for pa�ents
in Parker County and the surrounding communi�es.

Flexible Treatment Op�ons
Provides a variety of treatment techniques 
such as HyperArc and RapidArc to address a 
broad range of cancer cases

Advanced Imaging 
Advanced imaging Respira�on-synchronized 
MV/kV radiographs, 4D CBCT, Itera�ve 
CBCT, Triggered Imaging and more

Safe And Reliable 
Built-in pa�ent safety features that allow 
clinicians to navigate the complexi�es of 
cancer care with confidence 

Flexible Treatment Op�onsFlexible Treatment Op�onsFlexible Treatment Op�ons
Provides a variety of treatment techniques Provides a variety of treatment techniques 

Advanced Imaging 
Advanced imaging Respira�on-synchronized Advanced imaging Respira�on-synchronized 
MV/kV radiographs, 4D CBCT, Itera�ve 

Safe And Reliable Safe And Reliable 
Built-in pa�ent safety features that allow Built-in pa�ent safety features that allow 
clinicians to navigate the complexi�es of clinicians to navigate the complexi�es of 

Advanced Imaging 
Advanced imaging Respira�on-synchronized 

817-759-7000         npc@txcc.com         thecentertx.com

920 Santa Fe Dr • Weatherford, Texas 76086

Aaron Laine, MD, PhD
Radia�on Oncologist

Amelia Gunter, MD
General Surgeon

Ray D. Page, DO, PhD, FACOI, FASCO
Medical Oncology/Hematology

Talha Riaz, MD
Medical Oncology/Hematology

Robyn R. Young, MD
Medical Oncology/Hematology Specializing in Breast

Mary Ann Skiba, DO, FACOI
Hematology

Jessica Hals, DO, FACOI
Medical Oncology

EXCITING NEWS!

Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry
Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C. 
Michael Ball, D.D.S., P.L.L.C.

Diplomate of American Board of Pediatric Dentistry
Fellow of American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101
Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087

Ofc: 817-441-2425
Fax: 817-441-2491

www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com

913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747

Our newest additional location
Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

James R. Plowman - jamesplowman@gpfcnet.com

Misty Engel – mistyengel@gpfcnet.com

Norma Plowman – normaplowman@gpfcnet.com

913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747

Our newest additional location
Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

James R. Plowman - jamesplowman@gpfcnet.com

Misty Engel – mistyengel@gpfcnet.com

Norma Plowman – normaplowman@gpfcnet.com

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747

Our newest additional location
Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

James R. Plowman - jamesplowman@gpfcnet.com

Misty Engel – mistyengel@gpfcnet.com

Norma Plowman – normaplowman@gpfcnet.com

Our newest additional location  
Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

www.galbreaithpickard.com

817-441-1079
david@elitegreentx.com

ALEDO OWNED  
AND OPERATED

TX #0868794

https://www.community-news.com/calendar/
http://www.thecentertx.com
http://www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com
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Also this season, junior Lincoln 
Tubbs brought back a kickoff 78 
yards for a score.

All-time series
The Bearcats lead the series 

against the Pirates 7-4. Aledo has 
won the past seven after the Pirates 
jumped out with the first four wins, 
including 26-6 in 1950.

When the teams last met, Aledo 
won 68-0 in Granbury in 2015.

Subvarsity
The Aledo subvarsity teams once 

again swept their opponents, in this 
case Ryan. JV Orange won 21-7 

and JV Black won 21-0. Freshmen 
Orange won 49-0, Black won 50-14 
and C team won 12-0.

Rankings
To the surprise of pretty much 

no one, Aledo returned to the top 
of the Class 5A Division I rankings 
in Texas. Ryan, which was No. 1, 
slipped to No. 4.

Nationally, the Bearcats are 
No. 88 among all classifications by 
MaxPreps.

Another showdown, but 
first bye

Coming to town on Oct. 25 to 
face the Bearcats is Richland. The 
Royals are No. 5 in the state and are 
playing at Ryan on Friday, Oct. 11.

Meanwhile, the Bearcats have a 
bye on Oct. 18 to prepare for their 
second big showdown in less than 
a month.

“It’ll be good to have a recharge. 
We’ll still practice in the mornings,” 
Jones said. “There’ll be a little less 
than they’re used to, but we’re still 
going to practice.

“We’ve got some big games 
still to play, not just Richland, 
but we also have to take Azle into 
consideration”

District 3-5A Division I
District Overall Points for-
against
Aledo  4-0 5-1 292-92
Richland  3-0 6-0 314-119
Azle   3-0 5-0 234-140

Denton Ryan 2-1 4-1 216-97
Birdville  1-3 2-4 160-274
Fossil Ridge 1-3 1-5 93-265
Brewer  1-3 1-5 139-224
Denton  0-3 1-4 49-223
Granbury 0-3 1-4 77-155

Last week’s results
Aledo 42, Ryan 27
Brewer 60, Denton 7
Richland 57, Fossil Ridge 14
Azle 48, Birdville 43
Granbury bye

This week’s games (all at 
7 p.m.)
Friday, Oct. 11
Aledo at Granbury
Denton at Birdville
Richland at Ryan
Azle at Fossil Ridge
Brewer bye

FOOTBALL
from page 5

same. It came after the Bearcats had 
taken the second-half kickoff and 
drove downfield to cut their deficit 
to 27-21 - and it emphasized to Ryan 
that they still had a lot of work to do 
if they were going to make history.

A lot has happened since 
the last loss

Dempsey, who was born in May 
of 2007 and was only a few months 
old, was asked who was president 
the last time Aledo lost a district 
game. Without hesitation and with 
an answer that would make any civ-
ics teacher proud, he said “George 
W. Bush.”

The United States has had three 
more presidents since. Also:
•  Nick Saban was still two seasons 

away from leading the Alabama 

Crimson Tide to its first nation-
al championship with him as 
coach.

•  Patrick Mahomes was only 12 
years old.

•  The Ice Bucket Challenge 
wouldn’t happen for another 
seven years.

•  Blackberry phones were still 
popular.
Now, the question is what will 

happen first, the Dallas Cowboys 
get back to the Super Bowl or the 
Bearcats lose a district game.

How did they do it?
In the words of running back 

Raycine Guillory, who wouldn’t be 
born until Oct. 31 of 2007, the 
Bearcats “Had to be legendary” to 
rally and squelch the greatest threat 
to their - well, legendary - streak. 
They were indeed just that, start-
ing with a 100-yard kickoff return 

by Adrian Fuller in the closing 
moments of the first half to make 
the halftime score 27-14.

Then, in the second half, they 
simply dominated, outscoring the 
Raiders 28-0. Guillory played his 
part, scoring three touchdowns, 
including the clinching touchdown 
when quarterback Gavin Beard, 
who appeared to be taking off on a 
rare run - for him - flipped the ball 
to Guillory, who raced 29 yards to 
the end zone.

“After that kick return, we car-
ried the excitement over into the 
locker room,” Richter said. “Then, 
the offense did what it was supposed 
to do and the defense did its thing.”

Running back Kaden Finley, 
born on Sept. 11 of 2007, said the 
team was told at halftime, “We need 
to be strong minded and not blame 
each other.”

Then, he added, “I feel really 
excited to be a part of the streak.”

Been down before
Aledo head coach Robby 

Jones has been involved in 11 of 
the Bearcats’ state-record 12 state 
championships, including last sea-
son when they were 16-0 in his first 
year at the helm. He was offensive 
coordinator for the other 10 since 
2009.

In that time he’s seen the team 
experience some close calls. He 
knew then what could happen if 
they stayed calm and what could 
happen on this night.

For example, in 2019 they were 
taken to overtime at home by 
Midlothian before escaping 34-28. 
And last season they let a 17-0 lead 
slip away as Ryan took a late 19-17 
lead before quarterback Hauss 
Hejny - now at TCU - scored from 
more than 50 yards out in the final 
moments for a 25-19 win, also at 
home.

“We’ve had some tough district 
games. When they put us in with 
Ryan, we knew it would be tough,” 
Jones said, adding about this night, 
“We said okay, things aren’t going 
our way, but we can’t think we won’t 
come back. We’ve done it before and 
we did it again. The kids just don’t 
like losing.”

As for that question about the 
Cowboys getting to the Super Bowl 
before the Bearcats lose another 
district game, Jones said with a 
grin, “The Cowboys getting back to 
the Super Bowl.”

Then, he added with a chuckle, 
“Is Jerry (Jones) going to hire a real 
GM?”

Sure, when Hell freezes over. 
But then, it wouldn’t be surprising 
if that also happens before Aledo’s 
streak ends.

Ask me about 
life insurance
Contact me today

Agent

411 FM 1187 N
Aledo, TX 76008-1147

Bus: 817-441-9966
bobby@bobbyrigues.com
www.bobbyrigues.com
        

Bobby J Rigues

State Farm Life Insurance Company
(Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company
(Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL

www.metalmar ts.com

817-599-4186 • Fax: 817-599-3326
2100 Burton Street • Weatherford, Texas 76087

GOING GREEN with COOL ROOFING

�
�

ENERGY EFFICIENT 
& LOOKS GREAT!

WIND & FIRE RESISTANT

STEEL BUILDINGS
AVAILABLE IN

MULTIPLE SIZES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 25 years!

MMMetal Mart
THE TRUSTED SOURCE FOR ALL YOUR

METAL BUILDING COMPONENT NEEDS!
� RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL STEEL ROOFING
� CUSTOM TRIM AND FLASHING � PURLIN & TUBING
� EASY BOLT PRE-FABRICATED STEEL BUILDINGS
� MINI STORAGE SYSTEMS � POWER TOOLS
� VENTS & SKYLIGHTS � HARDWARE & ACCESSORIES
� SYNTHETIC UNDERLAYMENT � INSULATION
� SEALANTS & CLOSURES � CARPORT PACKAGES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 28 years!

community-news.com

Ginger Adams
O: 682-888-0601
C: 817-888-0178

gadams@tworld.com
www.tworld.com/weatherford

Check out our businesses  
for sale at tworld.com

5189 E. I-20 Service Rd N 
Suite 106
Willow Park, TX 76087 

Office:  817.441.2255
Cell:  817.538.6846

Jim@MartinLandSales.com

RailheadRealty.com
TX BROKER®

Jim Martin - REALTOR®

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

MyserOrtho.com  •  817-441-8700  •  Aledo & Willow Park

BRELEIGH MAYER/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Ben McElree (22), Lamel Swanson (6), Owen Henderson (0), and Kamron 
Hall (23) swarm a Denton Ryan ball carrier.

Game at a glance
Aledo (5-1, 4-0 in District 

3-5A Division I) at 
Granbury Pirates (1-4, 
0-3).

When: 7 p.m. Friday, Oct. 11, 
Pirate Stadium, Granbury.

Last week: Aledo won 42-27 
at home over Denton 
Ryan, Granbury had a bye.

Last season: Aledo went 
16-0 and won Class 5A 
Division I state champion-
ship, Granbury 3-7.

All-time series: Aledo leads 
7-4.

Returning starters: Aledo 
3 offensive, 4 defensive, 
Granbury 2 offensive/2 
defensive.

Aledo offensive/special 
teams players to watch: 
Kick returner Adrian 
Fuller, returns of 82 and 
100 yards for touch-
downs; RB Ray Guillory 91 
carries, 664 yards, 11 TD, 
4 catches, 50 yards, TD.

Granbury offensive play-
ers to watch: QB Hayden 
Meyer 588 yards, 7 TD, 
4 interceptions passing, 
121 rushing yards; WR 
Jackson Arnett 16 catch-
es, 226 yards, 2 TD.

Aledo defensive players to 
watch: LB Chase Wilburn 
35 tackles, 7.5 for loss, 
0.5 sacks; DE Carson 
Dempsey 8 tackles, 3 for 
loss, 0.5 sacks, 8 QB hur-
ries. 

Granbury defensive play-
ers to watch: DE Chase 
Cantrell 38 tackles, 6 
for loss, 2 sacks; DB/
LB Cooper Cumba 25 
tackles, 2 for loss, sack, 
fumble recovery for TD.

WINNING
from page 5

FOOTBALL

No. 2 Aledo storms back  
in win over No. 1 Denton Ryan

Bearcats erase 
13-point halftime 
deficit with dominant 
second half
By Geoff Heppes
The Community News

In a Friday Night matchup of 
Texas High School football titans, 
the No. 1 Denton Ryan Raiders 
visited the No. 2 Aledo Bearcats 
in a pivotal District 5-5A Division 
I showdown at Tim Buchanan 
Stadium. Coming into the game, 
Aledo was eager to win its 123rd 
consecutive district game, but the 
Raiders were equally enthusiastic to 
spoil the longstanding streak.

The visitors stunned Aledo early 
by building a 27-14 halftime lead 
through explosive playmaking on 
offense and a fundamentally-sound 
defensive performance. However, 
the Bearcats regrouped masterfully 
during the intermission. Offensively, 
Aledo moved the ball at will in the 
final two quarters while the defense 
posted a suffocating second-half 
shutout. Ultimately, the combina-
tion proved too much for Denton 
Ryan to overcome as Aledo stormed 
back for a crucial 42-27 victory.

To continue reading and full stats 
visit https://www.community-news.
com/stories/no-2-aledo-storms-back-
in-win-over-no-1-denton-ryan,95501

https://www.community-news.com/stories/bearcats-seek-to-avoid-granbury-trap,95727
http://www.bobbyrigues.com
http://www.tworld.com/weatherford
http://railheadrealty.com
http://myserortho.com
https://www.community-news.com/stories/they-just-keep-winning,95503
https://www.community-news.com/stories/no-2-aledo-storms-back-in-win-over-no-1-denton-ryan,95501
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Classifieds

Business Cards

Last Puzzle
 Solution
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Vanity Tops                                           Tubs 
Whirlpool Tubs                         Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE
2927 Greenlee Park Trail

Weatherford, Texas 76088

  817-341-8970
Natural Granite  •  Solid Surface  •  Silestone

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
SERVICE AND REPAIR • LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

817-441-8633
• • NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS • •

817-443-9733
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR
LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor 

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100  
Aledo, TX 76008  
Bus. 817-441-4108 • Fax 800-656-0301 
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com 
www.edwardjones.com

Operated by a subsidary  
of NRT, LLC

KIMBERLY MEYER, 
ABR, CRS, GRI

REALTOR®

Cell (817) 929-0347
kimberly.meyer@cbdfw.com

5924 Convair Drive #420  
Fort Worth, TX 76109

www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer

Global Luxury Specialist

1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 817-504-7662817-504-7662
Call for availability · Boat & RV parking - $50Call for availability · Boat & RV parking - $50

10x10 $65 • 10x20 $95 • 10x30 $14010x10 $65 • 10x20 $95 • 10x30 $140

We have lots of room  
for your stuff!

1187 MINI STORAGE1187 MINI STORAGE

5 & 6 Inch Seamless Gutters • Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial • New & Repair

ROSS GUTTERS
In Business Since 1995

Office: 817-565-4658
Talk and text 817-771-9661

FREE SPLASH BLOCKS FOR A LIMITED TIME

• COMPOSITION SHINGLES
• WOOD SHINGLES
• NEW ROOFS • REROOFS
• REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 • mobile (817) 996-2726

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

Insurance Claims Handled

Free 

Estim
ates

Hearing
Care Center
4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702
Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre
Phone: 817.263.1971

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
CHAPPELL

Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

(817) 249-2028

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t

Ken Hartman, Proprietor

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry 
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

FOR SALE
BED FRAME
King size, wooden bed 
frame. Located in Aledo.  
For more information,  
please call 817-441-8542 

SERVICES
BEAUTIFUL DOORS 
REFINISHED BY TENNYSON 
Beautiful Doors Refinished 
by tennyson/ Front 
Doors, Garage Doors, 
Also,: Shutters, Wood 
Trim , Weather Stripping, 
Hardware, Door Adjustments 
& More! Call or Text  817-
305-3087. Thank You!

Leave  Leave  
your  your  
card!card!

For info about advertising on the  
Business Card Page, call 817-441-7661.

P.O. Box 1031, Aledo, TX • 817-441-7661 
www.community-news.com

The 
CommuniTy news

Beautiful Doors
REFINISHED

Front Doors • Garage Doors
Shutters • Wood Trim
Wood Replacement

Weatherstripping

Mike & Aaron Tennyson
817-305-3087

Call or Text

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary for the 
Estate of SHERI KATHLEEN BARRON, Deceased, were issued on 
September 11, 2024, in Cause No. 24P307, pending in the County 
Court of Parker County, Texas, to: STEPHEN DALE BARRON. All 
persons having claims against this Estate which is currently being 
administered are required to present them to the undersigned within 
the time and in the manner prescribed by law.

STEPHEN DALE BARRON 
c/o Carol A. Warren 
Attorney at Law 
P. O. Box 738 
Royse City, TX 75189

DATED the 11th day of September 2024.

 
 
Carol A. Warren 
Attorney for STEPHEN DALE BARRON 
Independent Executor of Estate of 
Sheri Kathleen Barron, Deceased 
State Bar No.: 24028386 
103 N. Houston St. 
P. O. Box 738 
Royse City, TX 75189 
Telephone: (972) 635-2888 
Facsimile: (469) 723-5115 
Email: carolwarren@warrenlegalservices.com

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary for the Estate of SHERI 
KATHLEEN BARRON, Deceased, were issued on September 11, 2024, in Cause No. 
24P307, pending in the County Court of Parker County, Texas, to:  STEPHEN DALE 
BARRON. All persons having claims against this Estate which is currently being 
administered are required to present them to the undersigned within the time and in the 
manner prescribed by law. 

STEPHEN DALE BARRON 
c/o Carol A. Warren 
Attorney at Law 
P. O. Box 738 
Royse City, TX 75189 

DATED the 11th day of September 2024. 

By:  /s/ Carol  A. Warren       
Carol A. Warren 
Attorney for STEPHEN DALE BARRON 
Independent Executor of Estate of  
Sheri Kathleen Barron, Deceased 
State Bar No.:  24028386 
103 N. Houston St. 
P. O. Box 738 
Royse City, TX  75189 
Telephone:  (972) 635-2888 
Facsimile:  (469) 723-5115 
Email:  carolwarren@warrenlegalservices.com 

By

TCN

http://www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer
http://www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
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More problems on the 
horizon

Derek was finding a “new 
normal” with nightly dialysis, 
coaching, and getting infusions 
every six weeks. Doctors felt some-
thing was still not right.

He had to have another bone 
marrow biopsy, which revealed 
that he has Chronic Lymphoblastic 
Leukemia (CLL). He is now on an 
oral chemo twice a day, and then 
he does another infusion as well. 

Finally, his platelets have gotten in 
the hundred of thousands for three 
months now.

Five weeks ago, Derek’s nephrol-
ogist said he could get off dialysis. 
His kidneys are functioning at 17%. 
As long as they maintain that level, 
he can stay off dialysis.

“So we’re just day by day, and 
the infusions are keeping him 
alive,” Kellye said.

Enter Thanksgiving Trot
Catastrophic illness takes tolls 

on families — emotional stress, 
financial stress (loss of work time 

on the part of both patient and 
caregiver), and upheaval of life.

The committee of directors 
of the Marcia Walters Memorial 
Thanksgiving Trot have chosen 
Derek and his family as the recipi-
ents of this year’s race proceeds.

But perhaps more important 
than the funds raised, the expe-
rience provides the community 
an opportunity to wrap its arms 
around one of its own who has gone 
through a traumatic experience.

“Coach Vierling was recom-
mended to us by several community 
members as a possible recipient for 
this year’s Trot,” said race co-chair 

Niki Thompson. “Every applicant 
is so worthy of this cause, and 
we have each of them fill out the 
same information. It is reviewed 
by our committee, and we have an 
anonymous voting system by which 
majority rules. Coach Vierling was 
selected as this year’s recipient and 
we are so happy to be a part of his 
story!”

Thompson, incidentally, is one 
of Vierling’s former soccer players.

For his part, Derek said he was 
humbled by the experience.

“Reed (the Vierlings’ son) 
went through school here from 
first grade up, and he has lifelong 

friends here, and we were blessed 
to be here as a family,” Derek said. 
“He won two or three state champi-
onships in football as a kicker, and 
was all-state as a midfielder in soc-
cer, and 15th in his class. I mean, I 
brag about the kid. It was a great 
experience for him.

“And when I have parents that 
that are moving into Aledo, and 
they say, ‘Hey, we’re moving from 
New Jersey.” I always tell them 
what a great place it is, and how 
thankful we were that our son 
went through school here. It’s just 
a great school district and great 
community”

Kangaroos still look-
ing for first win
Staff Reports
The Community News

Turnovers plagued the 
Weatherford High School foot-
ball team again Friday night as the 
Kangaroos lost to Mansfield Legacy 
55-14 at Vernon Newsom Stadium in 
Mansfield.

Two pick-sixes thrown by two 
different Kangaroo quarterbacks in 
the first half set the tone. The first 
was thrown by Brooks Kerbow on 
Weatherford’s first offensive play of 
the game, returned 12 yards for a 
score by Jaden Manning.

Legacy’s Trenton Hamann picked 
off Luke Gray at the beginning of the 
second quarter, taking it to the house 
from 48 yards out. It came after the 

Roos had pulled within 14-7 at the 
end of the first quarter.

The Broncos built a 35-7 lead by 
halftime and never looked back.

Weatherford dropped to 0-6 
overall and 0-2 in District 3-6A. 
This was the first win of the season 
for Legacy (1-5, 1-1).

Weatherford also committed two 
fumbles, ending the night with four 
turnovers. 

Legacy quarterback Nathan 
Wilson also threw three touchdown 
passes, going 5-of-7 for 78 yards.

Roo running back Xavier Craven 
was effective but his four-game streak 
of running for more than 100 yards 
was snapped, going for 82 yards on 17 
carries with one touchdown. 

In his first game back from inju-
ry, Gray finished 12-of-16 for 84 
yards with one interception. 

Micah Moore was a bright spot 
on defense for Weatherford, leading 
the team with nine tackles.

The Kangaroos have a bye week 
next with a trip to powerhouse 
North Crowley (No. 2 in the state in 
6A, 5-0, 1-0 in district) looming Oct. 
18. Since the teams first met in 2004 
the Panthers lead the series 12-6, 
with Weatherford’s last win being a 
wild 43-42 victory in 2021.

That game is followed by home 
games against Mansfield Lake Ridge 
(1-4, 0-1) and Boswell (0-6, 0-2) 
before ending the regular season at 
Mansfield (6-0, 2-0).

Weatherford last had a losing 
season in 2020, finishing 5-6 after 
falling in bidistrict. Their last losing 
regular season was in 2018, when 
they were 4-7 and lost in bidistrict.

Churches 817-901-9455
5050 S Hwy 5

Aledo, TX

EVERYONE WELCOME
WWW.PCCOWBOYCHURCH.ORG

Sundays
Bible Study 8:30 AM
Service 10:00 AM

PARKER COUNTY COWBOY CHURCH
PCCC

Sunday Service 
10:00 AM

16250 Old Weatherford Road
Aledo, Texas

For current Mass Times visit our website at:
www.HolyRedeemerAledo.org

For more information contact the Parish Office at 817-441-3500aledoumc.org 

your church since 1878

@Oak and Pecan (817) 441 8329

WORSHIP WITH US AT

united methodist church
ALEDO

Sundays
Contemporary Service 9am

Traditional Service 11am
Online Worship - aledoumc.org

Wednesday Nights
Adult Bible Study 

ChildChildren’s JAM (K-5th)
Students @ the Quad
Vocal and Bell Choirs 

SPORTS BRIEFS
VOLLEYBALL
Aledo Middle School vs. 
Mansfield Worley
Seventh grade: A team won 
25-20, 25-15; B team won 25-15, 
25-8; C team won 25-10, 25-14.
Eighth grade: A team lost 22-25, 
25-22, 13-15; B team won 25-11, 
25-7; C team won 25-8, 25-18.

Weatherford Hall MS sec-
ond in tourney
The Hall Lady Kangaroos finished 
second in the Peaster A Tournament. 
They finished with a 5-1 record in the 
event.
Player of the tourney for Hall was 
the whole team.

Weatherford Tison vs. 
Burleson Nichols
Eighth grade: A team lost 26-24, 
26-25, 24-26; B team won 25-5, 
25-23.
Seventh grade: A team lost 13-25, 
17-25; B team lost 15-25, 17-25.
Players of the match: McKenna 
Adkins, Marissa Medina.

Weatherford freshmen A 
vs. Boswell
The Lady Kangaroos won 2-1. Player 
of the game, Elly Tompkins.

TENNIS

Racquet Cats wrap up 
district title

Down Chisholm 
Trail
By Kelly Dishman
Special to the Community News

Like almost every other dis-
trict match during the fall season, 
the Aledo varsity tennis team 
ended their final match in District 
5-5A play with a dominant win. 
Aledo, 13-3 overall and 6-0 in 
District, faced their toughest 
competition of the league season 
and prevailed against Chisholm 
Trail High School, winning 13-6.  

This earned the team the No. 1 
seed going into bi-district at press 
time at TCU against Birdville, the 
fourth-place team from 6-5A.

All but two doubles lines were 
victorious for Aledo. 

Boys doubles: Line 1 Jacob 
Heckathorn/Francois Britz won 
6-4, 6-4; Line 2 Ben Kurth, Casen 
Freeland won 5-7, 6-3, 1-0; and 
Line 3 Noah Nottingham/Tom 
Ruminsky lost 3-6, 5-6.  

Girls’ doubles: Line 1 Elli Kate 
Bussmeir/ Sydney Byrd won 6-3, 

6-0; Line 2 McKinley Hayes/Lila 
Satterfield won 6-0, 6-1; and Line 
3 Eleanor Jack/Patrice Loftin 
won 6-1, 6-1.  

Mixed doubles Paxton 
Psencik/Natalie Nawrocki played 
a tough match with a loss at 4-6, 
6-7.

The team started their sin-
gles lines in the lead at 5-2. The 
boys’ singles lines proved to be 
particularly competitive with 
Aledo walking off with two wins. 
Girls’ singles players overpowered 
Chisholm Trail winning all lines.

Boys singles: Line 1 
Heckathorn won 6-4, 6-4; Line 
2 Kurth lost 0-6, 0-3; Line 3 
Ruminsky lost 1-6, 4-6; Line 
4 Britz won 6-3, 6-4; Line 5 
Freeland lost 3-6, 6-4, 0-1; and 
Line 6 Psencik lost 6-7, 5-7.  

Girls’ singles: Line 1 Satterfield 
won 6-0, 6-5; Line 2 Bussmeir 
won 6-3, 6-5; Line 3 Byrd won 
6-3, 6-2; Line 4 Hayes won 2-6, 
6-2, 1-0; Line 5 Gracie Heydman 
won 6-4, 7-6 ;and Line 6 Jack 
won 6-0, 6-0.

VOLLEYBALL 

Ladycats continue  
district domination 

Remain perfect in 
league play
By Geoff Heppes 
The Community News 

The Aledo Ladycats volley-
ball team concluded its dominant 
first half of District 5-5A play 
with another convincing victory 
Friday, Oct. 4. 

In their latest district contest 
following a bye on Oct. 1, the 
Ladycats posted another sweep 
over the Chisholm Trail Lady 
Rangers. Aledo claimed the vic-
tory by a final score of 25-15, 
25-14 and 25-17. 

The Ladycats (24-7, 5-0) have 
not lost a set through their first 
five district matches.

Aledo also recorded wins 
on the sub-varsity level. The 

ninth-grade B team won in three 
sets (24-26, 25-15 and 25-15) 
while the junior varsity squad 
registered a sweep (25-10 and 
25-15). 

In the varsity match, star 
junior Alyssa Todd recorded a 
team-high 18 kills to go with 11 
digs and three blocks. Meanwhile, 
senior middles Haley Lowe (11) 
and Kinley Elms (10) tallied dou-
ble-digit kill totals while Lowe 
added a pair of blocks. Setters 
Ava Reding and Sophie Frank 
combined for 39 assists and one 
ace apiece with the latter tallying 
10 digs. Logyn Denbow totaled 
a team-high 18 digs while senior 
libero Kenrie Pruitt had 13 digs. 
Ella Meador finished with seven 
digs while Ella Isbell and Morgan 
Estevez combined for three 
blocks. 

GATEMAN PHOTOGRAPHY

Brooke Kemp, Anabella McNelly, Preston Ross, Finley Van Dyk, and 
Burton Caldwell will join Presleigh Busby as the Aledo High School 
Rodeo Team continues their journey to the North Texas High School 
Rodeo Association championship, which will be held in May 2025. The 
team will compete Oct. 25 in Mansfield, Nov. 1 in Boswell, and more 
than a dozen other rodeos to hopefully make the cut for the finals.

FOOTBALL

Weatherford's struggles continue at Mansfield Legacy

TROT
from page 3

https://www.community-news.com/stories/sports-briefs,95824
https://www.community-news.com/stories/racquet-cats-wrap-up-district-title,95823
https://www.community-news.com/stories/ladycats-continue-district-domination,95825
http://www.weatherford-news.com/stories/weatherfords-struggles-continue-at-mansfield-legacy,95827
https://www.community-news.com/stories/vierlings-endure-health-setbacks,95714
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PHOTOS BY 
BRELEIGH MAYERS

LADYCAT 
OF THE WEEK

Eleanor Jack 
Tennis

The senior was dominant in Aledo’s 13-6 win 
over Keller Fossil Ridge to wrap up regular-
season play as District 5-5A champions. 
She swept her singles match 6-0, 6-0, and 
teamed with Patrice Loftin in doubles to win 
6-1, 6-1. 

Ring Leaders 
Kennel

• Boarding 
• Grooming 
• Training
• Heated & Cooled 
• Indoor & Outdoor Runs
• 24 Hour Attendant 

Aledo
817-441-8071

Atex trAsh 
service

Tim Green: 817-344-8464 
www.aTexTrash.com

Clear Fork Materials

800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD • ALEDO, TEXAS
817-441-7777 • CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM

BACKS THE 
BEARCATS!

Residential & Commercial

ALEDO 
VS

DENTON 
RYAN

OCT. 4
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We do it 
All, 

We do it 
Right!

ALEDO 
817-441-6377 

621 F.M. 1187 N.

FORT WORTH 
817-732-5171 

5800 CAMP BOWIE

Adrian’s Custom
CLEANERS

Goood Luck Bearcats!earcats!

Moritz Chevrolet 
Chrysler · Jeep 

Loop 820 & Hwy 580 
(Camp Bowie West) 

817-696-2000

Moritz Kia · 8501 I-30 
817-560-6000

Backing

Bearcats!

the  

BEARCAT 
OF THE WEEK

Sponsored by

Adrian Fuller
Football

The senior returned a kickoff 100 yards for 
a touchdown in the closing moments of the 
first half, sparking a Bearcats comeback en 
route to a 42-27 victory against visiting Denton 
Ryan. Aledo trailed 27-8 at the time. The vic-
tory extended the Bearcats’ district winning 
streak to 123 games dating to 2007.

ALEDO 
42

DENTON RYAN

27

2880 Fort Worth Hwy. w Hudson Oaks
100 Willow Bend w Willow Park

www.go2fbt.com
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TCA posts second 
win of season
By Geoff Heppes
The Community News

In their first three games, the 
Trinity Christian Eagles were out-
scored 112-39. However, the Eagles 
continued their midseason turn-
around with their second big win in 
their last three games. The Eagles 
hosted the Arlington Newman 
International Academy Warriors in 
a final pre-district tune up Friday 
night, October. 4, and walked away 
after posting an impressive result in 
front of their home fans. TCA won 
the game by a final score of 56-36.

“We’ve found our identity a few 
weeks back with the game before 
homecoming in terms of who we 
are and what we need to do offen-
sively, and we’ve just been building 
on top of that,” Eagles head coach 
Cody McKenzie said. “We’ve got 
some good guys up front that are 
moving bodies up there – we are a 
little more grown up on the line and 
we’re maximizing that. We can hit 
people down the field with number 
six (Canaan Kaznowski) at quarter-
back – they’re just finally putting it 
together.”

The first half was a fast-paced 
seesaw battle between the two foes 
that featured five lead changes. The 
Eagles scored the game’s first points 
on a 1-yard touchdown run by 
sophomore running back Pearson 
Kuykendall that gave Trinity 
Christian a 7-0 lead with 7:02 left 
in the first quarter. Then, NIA quar-
terback Brady Reynolds called his 
own number from 67 yards out 
to put six on the board, and the 
visitors converted on the two-point 
conversion attempt to take an 8-7 
lead at the 6:26 mark.

After the Warriors scored again 
to make it 14-7, TCA tied the game 
on a 29-yard touchdown run with 
1:39 to go in the first quarter by 
Eagles quarterback Kaznowski, 
which was set up by a long kick-
off return by Kuykendall. After 
a defensive stop by TCA, sopho-
more Owen Coates capped off the 
next Eagles scoring drive with an 
11-yard run. Coates’ first rushing 
touchdown helped TCA reclaim a 
20-14 advantage with 8:01 remain-
ing before halftime.

After that, the Warriors used 
another big play to retake a 22-20 
edge following a 68-yard touch-
down pass with 6:26 left, but TCA 
responded once again with another 
strong offensive drive. The Eagles 
marched down the field and Coates 
capitalized with a 3-yard scoring 
run and a two-point conversion 
run by Kuykendall that gave TCA 
a 28-22 lead with 1:39 left in the 
first half.

While TCA’s offense was roll-
ing, McKenzie and his staff made 
adjustments to limit NIA’s big 
plays on offense, and the defense 
responded accordingly.

“In the first half, we gave up 
the big plays, so we adjusted some 
things in coverage and our numbers 
in the box to get after those guys,” 
McKenzie said. “The kids execut-
ed everything we asked of them. 
Our big struggle right now is giving 
up those big plays, but having our 
defensive backs step up in the box 
really helped us out.”

With 10:59 left in the third quar-
ter, Coates found paydirt for the third 
time, this time from 15 yards out 
that extended TCA’s cushion to 35-22 
after Micah Harless’ successful point 
after attempt. Then, the Eagles ush-
ered NIA off the field, forcing the 

visitors to turn the ball over on downs 
near midfield, and the offense made 
the Warrior defense pay once more 
courtesy of a 40-yard pitch-and-catch 
score from Kaznowski to 6-foot-5 
sophomore Hank Nash. Following 
Harless’ successful PAT, TCA held 
an impressive 42-22 advantage with 
7:40 remaining in the third quarter.

Next, the Trinity Christian 
defense flexed its muscles. With 
NIA driving the ball near its own 
30 yard line, junior Kadin James 
forced a fumble that was recovered 
by junior Christian Valdez at the 
NIA 31 with just under seven min-
utes left. Kaznowski put the game 
out of reach with 5:11 to go in the 
third after hit scrambled outside the 
pocket and hit a wide open Braxton 
Lewis for a 10-yard touchdown.

The Warriors scored two touch-
downs in garbage time during the 
fourth quarter while Kaznowski 
added a 27-yard rushing touchdown 
in the final quarter, which ultimate-
ly resulted in a 30-point win for the 
Eagles – the team’s second win in 
their last three games.

“When you put in a few years 
where you’re winning one game a 
year, you know that’s what’s going 
to get you to where you want to be 
– and then it happens,” McKenzie 
said. “You believe in yourself and 
each other, you practice a little bit 
better and you’re stepping on the 
field playing football knowing they 
have a chance to compete.”

TCA (2-4) will begin district 
play at 7 p.m. Friday at undefeated 
Pantego Christian (5-0).

Eagles 56, Warriors 36
TCA – Pearson Kuykendall 1 run (PAT 
kick good)
NIA – Brady Reynolds 67 run (2 point 
conversion good)
NIA – 14-yard TD pass (PAT failed)
TCA – Canaan Kaznowski 29 TD run (PAT 
kick good)
TCA – Owen Coats 11 run (PAT failed)
NIA – 68 TD pass (2-point conversion 
good)
TCA – Coates 3 run (2-point conversion 
good)
TCA – Coates 15 run (PAT kick good)
TCA – Hank Nash 40 pass from 
Kaznowski (PAT kick good)
TCA – Braxton Lewis 10 pass from 
Kaznowski (PAT kick good)  
TCA – Kaznowski 27 run (PAT kick 
good) 
NIA – 56 run (PAT failed)
NIA – 4 run (2-point conversion good)
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FOOTBALL

Eagles topple Warriors by 20 at home

RYAN WADE PHOTOGRAPHY

TCA quarterback Canaan Kaznowski leaves a host of Warrior defenders behind as he rushes for one of the Eagles' 
eight touchdowns against Newman International on Friday, Oct. 4.
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Lets Get Loud! Lets Get Loud! 

An amazing student section has been 
cheering on the Bearcats during  

their 123 consecutive district wins!
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