
Three classes exceed 
22-student limit
By Randy Keck
The Community News

The Weatherford ISD Board 
of Trustees approved submitting 
a class size exception waiver at its 
regular meeting on Sept. 9.

The meeting featured Austin 
Elementary School and its 

principal, Kendall Berry, and it 
was that campus that spurred the 
waiver request in fourth-grade 
classrooms.

“We are over the 22-to-
1 requirement in three of those 
five classrooms, and so we’re ask-
ing to approve, allowing us to 
apply for a class size exemption 
waiver,” Superintendent Dr. Beau 
Rees told the board. “Talking to 
Kendall, and you may speak to 
this at this point, that grade level 
campus would prefer to not add an 
additional teacher, but perhaps an 
aide to help.”

Rees pointed out that the state 
requires an application for a waiver 
if class sizes exceed the 22-student 
limit. Despite the waiver applica-
tion, he said the district could 
still have the option of adding a 
teacher if it was deemed necessary.

Board member Jeff Ford was 
reticent to approve the waiver 
request.

“I’m 100% against exceeding 
the class size,” Ford said. “I’m mar-
ried to a fourth-grade teacher. Yes, 
that’s hard, especially when you 
have one or two or three students 
in your classroom who absorb 90 
to 95% of your resources and all 

the ability that you have to give 
that day. In my opinion, it would 
be better to spread that out over 
six classrooms.”

Berry indicated that the teach-
ing staff at her school supports the 
waiver request.

“We’re very family oriented,” 
she said. “We build strong relation-
ships. We sat down as a team, and 
we looked into finding a teacher, 
but they know that the pressure is 
on in fourth grade. You have to get 
the growth and they don’t want to 
give up any of their kids. We were 
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Robinsons spend special week in Florida
Reaching out to 
teach special needs
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

The summer of 2024 was indeed 
special for Aledo sophomore Jaxon 
Robinson and his father, Jason. 

A member of the Aledo swim 
team, Jaxon traveled with his dad 
to Florida with the Adapt-Able 
Foundation, using his swimming 
abilities to assist with diving certi-
fication and other aquatic activities 
for those with special needs.

The motto of the foundation 
is “Bringing adaptive and able-
bodied communities together to 
experience the magic of scuba.”

Making the experience even 
more memorable for Jaxon was 
the participation of Jaxon’s cousin 
and Jason’s nephew, Jacob Kiser, 
a special needs student in Aledo.

“It’s pretty special. I always have 
been the one to more interact with 
Jacob, and being able to watch him 
do that was amazing,” Jaxon said.

The recent event was over the 
course of a week in Panama City, 
Florida. Jaxon was a “Dive Buddy,” 
and a Dive Master Candidate.

“I helped move people, things, 
set up gear etc. I just did helpful 
work,” Jaxon said humbly.

Getting involved
Jaxon learned about the pro-

gram through a good friend, Dive 
Master Kyle Davie of Lone Star 
Scuba in Fort Worth.

“We were talking about getting 
Jacob certified when he told me 
and my father about the program,” 
Jaxon recalled. “It’s just a great 
skill to have. The earth is 75% 

water it’s a good idea to be able to 
move in that percentage.”

A few years ago Jaxon and 
his dad decided to get scuba 

ALEDO

Council sets tax rate, approves budget

WILLOW PARK

Council 
passes 
budget

Taxes raised  
slightly to help  
police department
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

At its meeting on Tuesday, Sept. 
10, the Willow Park City Council 
approved the Fiscal Year 2024-25 
budget with a general fund of over 
$5.6 million. It will go into effect, 
along with a new property tax rate, on 
Oct. 1 and run through Sept. 30, 2025.

The budget includes a property 
tax of 43 cents per $100. While it 
is an increase from 40 cents in the 
current fiscal year, it comes after a 
reduction of 14 cents last year follow-
ing the annexation of the Willow Park 
Fire Department into Parker County 
Emergency Services District 1.

City officials said the new budget 
will raise more total property taxes 
than last year’s budget by $199,171 
for a total of around $1.8 million.

City Manager Bryan Grimes 
cited as a primary reason for the 
property tax rate increase being 
raises and equipment purchases 
for the police department. Sales 
tax receipts, which have primarily 
gone to fund this, are down roughly 
seven percent.

“With the lion’s share going to 
support the police department, this 
community is going to back the blue. 
We take it seriously,” Grimes said. 

The budget also includes some 
capital improvements, which coun-
cil can approve throughout the 
coming fiscal year.

Breakdown
The general fund total reve-

nue of $5,699,910 minus the total 
expenses of $5,425,611 leaves an 
anticipated profit of $274,299. 
Along with the police department, 
some other cost increases include 
insurance and employee salaries.

The water fund has an antic-
ipated net profit of just under 
$21,000. City officials say it is 
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Board approves class size waiver

Considers winter 
averaging on  
sewer rates
By Randy Keck
The Community News

The Aledo City Council unani-
mously approved a property tax 
rate of $0.390082 per $100 of 
property value for the 2024-205 
budget year at is Sept. 5 meeting.

The median household value in 
Aledo is about $600,000, which 
would result in a tax bill of $2,340 
for a home of that value.

About 33% of that amount will 
go toward servicing Aledo’s debt 
service. 

The council also approved the 
overall 2024-2025 budget, which 
anticipates revenues of $4,135,430 
and expenses of $4,027,386.

The budget takes initial steps 
toward a city police department, 
allocating $770,279 for a full-time 
public safety director, profession-
al services, supplies, and vehicle 
maintenance.

The budget also reflects the 
city’s absorption of the East 

Parker County Library, allocating 
$181,265 for that purpose.

Winter averaging
The council also heard from 

Chris Ekrut, chief financial officer 
of Newton Strategies, who pro-
vided information toward the idea 
of changing sewer rates based on 
winter averaging.

Winter averaging would set 
sewer rates based on water usage 
during December, January, and 
February, with the idea that much 
of the water used during the sum-
mer does not enter the sewer 
system.

Ekrut pointed out that winter 
averaging would provide residents 
with the ability to lower their year-
round sewer rates by conserving 
water during the winter months.

The council took no action on 
winter averaging. The next coun-
cil meeting will be at 6 p.m. on 
Thursday, Sept. 26.

A celebration will be held an 
hour before the Sept. 26 meeting 
to honor retiring city secretary 
Deana McMullen.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Scouts Max and Jack Howe  led 
the Pledge of Allegiance for the 
June 5 Aledo City Council.

Turn to BOARD, page 5
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JASON ROBINSON

Aledo swimmer Jaxon Robinson (left)  is shown with his cousin Jacob Kiser. Jaxon and his dad, Jason, spent 
a week in Orlando this summer helping special needs swimmers and divers with certification, which included 
his cousin (right).
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Ring Leaders Kennel has 
served Parker County and its 
surrounding cities for 42 years, 
making it one of Aledo’s oldest 
businesses.

Alaina Tenseth and her late 
husband, John founded the 
grooming and boarding business 
together in the mid-1970s. 

When they decided to move 
west, the small-town business 
relocated from its original Fort 
Worth facility in October 1981 
— and has stayed in Aledo ever 
since.

Its local facility offers 30 
inside-outside runs that are cli-
mate-controlled and eight luxury 
suites, which are 8-foot-by-10-
foot rooms with a patio area. 
Additionally, all animals have 
access to play areas.

When boarded, Tenseth, who 
shares property with the facility, 
said there’s always someone physi-
cally present to watch the dogs and 
cats. There are also surveillance 
cameras.

“We never leave the animals 
unattended,” Tenseth said.

Ring Leaders Kennel offers 
overnight boarding to all breeds 
and sizes of cats and dogs. It 
also offers full-grooming ser-
vices to dogs and can provide 
specialized grooming for cats on 
an as-needed basis, though it is 

not a common service offered by 
the kennel.

Tenseth she has been groom-
ing and boarding animals for 
more than 45 years. It’s a career 
she receives joy from and doesn’t 
plan on changing. 

Her longest-lasting clients 
have been with her for nearly 40 
years — since 1975 — through 
the move from Fort Worth to 
Aledo.

Many have used Tenseth’s ser-
vices through a long lineage of 
pets.

“We’ve gone through several 
generations of pets and several 
generations of people,” Tenseth 
said. “And we’ve never taken any 
of them for granted.

Call Ring Leaders at 817-441-
8071 to schedule boardoing or 
grooming.

Ring Leaders — 42 years of serving Parker County
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Kick-off event  
reveals robotics 
teams’ goals
By Christopher Amos
The Community News

The Aledo High School Robotics 
team hosted a 14-school kick-off 
event, giving organizational tips, 
model building pointers, and cod-
ing demonstrations to other north 
Texas public and private schools. 
The event culminated with a 
world-wide live reveal of what this 
season’s robotics challenge will be 
for all schools with competitive 
robotics clubs.

Evan Christensen huddled 
with 20325 Maximum Resistance 
teammates to look over computer 
codes they plan to explain to other 
teams.

“The coding allows a robot 
to make specific moves and 
tells it where to be on the field,” 
Christensen said, pointing to a 
screen filled with hundreds of let-
ters, symbols and numbers. “In 
competition, the robot has to go 

to specific locations and complete 
the required tasks.”

Other Aledo teams giving dem-
onstrations included 13811 High 
Voltage, 5655 Circuit Breakers, 9161 
Overload, and 20325 Maximum 
Resistance. The numbers with 
robotics team names indicate the 
group’s longevity.

Teams plan their own strategy, 
design their own robots, choose the 
positions and function of members, 
and solve analytical problems dur-
ing the building and competition 
of their robots. Faculty supervision 
provides minimal restrictions, giv-
ing the students opportunities not 
only to use their programming and 
building knowledge, but freedom to 
learn leadership, accountability and 
teamwork.

Randy Bruton is one of the 
school’s faculty coaches.

“The new robotics challenge 
will drop at 11 o’clock on Youtube 
for a world-wide reveal of what 
this season’s challenge will be,” 
Bruton said. “This is exciting. This 
is the start of the season.”

Aledo High School will travel to 
numerous robotics competitions 

and will host three competitions 
this year, with the first on Oct. 26.

Although robots may bring to 
mind Star Wars characters or TV 
robot smash-up shows, the units 
students build and operate will 
perform complicated, detailed 
tasks. A common slogan you may 
see on shirts at robotics competi-
tions is, “This is not Battlebots.”

Many schools produce one 
robotics team, while Aledo has 
several. The first Aledo robot-
ics team, 6566 Circuit Breakers, 
began in 2012. As popularity grew, 
9161 Overload, and 13811 High 
Voltage were added in 2017, and 
the newest, 20325 Maximum 
Resistance, was formed in 2021.
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Obituaries
Stacy Clark

Stacy Lynn Clark, born on September 
9, 1961, in Fort Worth, passed away 
on September 4, 
2024.

Stacy proudly 
served the Fort 
Worth community 
as a captain in the 
Fort Worth Fire 
Department, retir-
ing after 32 years 
of dedicated ser-
vice. Known for his 
determination and 
passion, Stacy had a wide array of hob-
bies that he pursued with vigor and skill. 
He was an accomplished guitarist and 
singer, an avid hunter and fisherman, 
a talented baseball player, a dedicated 
gardener, and even raised bunnies. Yet, 
of all his pursuits, spending time with 
his grandchildren brought him the 
greatest joy and fulfillment.

Stacy had a steadfast nature and 
a deep commitment to his beliefs. He 
approached life with a strong sense 
of determination and purpose, quali-
ties that shaped his relationships and 
the way he pursued his passions. His 
strength of character, combined with 
his caring and generous spirit, made 
him someone people could always 
count on for support, guidance, and a 
thoughtful conversation. He believed 
in living authentically, always true to 
himself and those he loved.

A strong Christian, Stacy served 
his church with deep faith, first as an 
elder and later as a welcoming greeter, 
always ready with a warm smile and a 
kind word.

Stacy will be deeply missed by all 
who knew him, but his legacy of love, 
service, and the devotion he had for his 
family—especially his grandchildren—
will continue to inspire those he leaves 
behind.

He is survived by his wife and high 
school sweetheart, Linda Clark; daugh-
ters Briana Hipps and Cara McJilton, 
and sons-in-law Greg and Rush. Stacy 
was a devoted and proud grandfather 
to Tristan, Isabelle, Easton, Lochlan, 
and Rory, who were the true joy of his 
life. Also surviving him are his moth-
er, Donna Clark; brother Brett Clark; 
aunt Diana; cousins Brian, Troy, and 
Keri; and nieces and nephews Blake, 
Jack, Hannah, Mattie, Josh, Jordan, 
Mallorie, and Racheal.

The funeral service will be at 10 a.m. 
on Monday, September 9, at Biggers 
Funeral Home, 6100 Azle Avenue in 
Lake Worth.
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Robotics celebrates new season

CHRISTOPHER AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Aslyn Byers, Chris McClay, Evan Christensen and Zoey Sullivan exam-
ine computer codes 20325 Maximum Resistance will present to other 
schools. Aledo High School hosted an educational event for the robotics 
clubs of multi-schools Saturday, Sept. 8.

certified to have an activity to 
do together. They both received 
their open water, advanced open 
water, rescue diver certificate, 
and Professional Association 
of Diving Instructors Adaptive 
Support Diver certificates. They 
are also both in the process of 
finishing up their dive master 
certification.

Jacob was accepted to do a 
discovery dive. Jaxon and Jason 
immediately volunteered to help 
and be there with him, Jason 
said. 

“Jacob loved the experience 
and we devised a plan to be able 
to get Jacob open water certi-
fied,” Jason said.

Then It was onto the 
Adaptable camp in Florida.  
The camp

“We spent a week with an 
amazing group of kids and 
adults alike. I thought going into 
this adventure we would be the 
ones helping and teaching all the 
people at the camp, but in return 

we had just as much to learn as 
they did,” Jason said.

“‘Walk a mile in his shoes’” 
just resonates through me and 
Jaxon. We  got to experience 
what these kids and adults with 
disabilities go through on the 
daily basis, and what they’re able 
to achieve through the Adapt-
able Foundation is remarkable 
itself.  

“As far as Jaxon goes, I had 
to take a step back and realize 
that he was still at 15-year-old 
kid at times because he was in 
the mix working to do whatever 
needed to be done, from grab-
bing tanks, putting together dive 
gear, to getting people in and out 
of the water. I was so proud of 
him in the fact that he wanted 
to be there at that camp to help 
these kids, interact and become 
friends with all of them.”

Jason said it was one of the 
top “dad and uncle moments of 
my life.”

Swim team success
As a freshman last season, 

Jaxon narrowly missed qualifying 

for the state meet. He was part of 
the boys 200-yard freestyle relay 
that set an Aledo High School 
record of 1:33.64 at regionals to 
finish third, joined by the now 
graduated Porter Lane, sopho-
more Kale Roberson, and senior 
Tyler Jackson.

Aledo swim coach Meghan 
Roberson praised Jaxon for 
using his skills to help others.

“It’s great to see our ath-
letes using their abilities to help 
others in the community find 
a common joy in their sport. 
Jaxon displayed such patience 
and compassion with the par-
ticipants, and was an excellent 
example both in character and of 
what our swimmers accomplish 
outside of the competition pool,” 
she said.

While this is the first such 
activity Jaxon has done, he said 
he wouldn’t hesitate to say yes if 
asked again.

“I think scuba diving and 
swimming are some of the best 
things you can get into,” he said.

FLORIDA
from page one

Ex-Students’ 
Association 
Banquet
The Aledo ISD Ex-Students 
Association will hold their 
banquet honoring the class 
of 1974 on Saturday, Sept. 
21, at the Parker County 
Cowboy Church, 5050 FM 
5 in Aledo. Visitation will 
begin at 4:30 p.m. and the 
meal will be served at 6 
p.m.
All ex-students of Aledo 
ISD are encouraged to 
attend. The cost will be 
$25, which covers the meal, 
expenses, and $5 for dues. 
Reservations must be made 
by Sept.13.
To reserve a spot or for 
more information, send a 
note to Aledo Ex-Students’ 
Assn., P. 0. Box 737, Aledo, 
Texas 76008 or email June 
King at junefraserking@
sbcglobal.net.
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It took some time, but a set of 
new laws and rules passed by the 
Texas Legislature in 2023 went 
into effect on Sept. 1, the Houston 
Chronicle reported. Prominent 
among these are the SCOPE 
Act, or Securing Children Online 
Through Parental Empowerment 
Act, which tightens restrictions 
for online users younger than 18.

Under the SCOPE Act, users 
must register their age on social 
media and other websites. Minors 
are prohibited from making pur-
chases from those sites, which are 
also required to filter and block 
certain material. Examples include 
content that promotes suicide or 
bullying, as well as trafficking and 
other forms of exploitation.

Violators could be fined up to 
$10,000 per incident.

One of the bill’s co-authors 
defended its intent.

“Testimony from parents and 
children in committee gave graph-
ic examples underscoring how 
desperately we need to better pro-
tect kids online,” state Rep. Shelby 
Slawson, R-Granbury, wrote. “The 
SCOPE Act will do just that.”

Others don’t agree. The non-
profit Foundation for Individual 
Rights and Expression sued the 
state on Aug. 16, challenging the 
government restrictions.

“While these efforts to protect 
young people are well-inten-
tioned, they lack perspective,” the 
lawsuit states.

Another measure that took 
effect Sept. 1 updates qualifica-
tions for family violence shelters 
that provide lodging and care for 
domestic abuse victims in order 
to receive state funding. Criteria 
now includes providing direct 
services, establishing a referral 
service for victims, and having 
been in operation at least a year.

Eliminating property 
taxes would require 
massive funding

Eliminating the state’s prop-
erty taxes is high on the wish list 
of some Republican lawmakers. 
They received a reality check last 
week when state budget officials 
said doing so would require the 
state to produce $81 billion each 
year to cover the costs of public 
schools, as well as the revenue 
now received by cities, coun-
ties and special taxing districts 
through property taxes.

The Texas Tribune reported 
that Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick directed 
the Legislative Budget Board to 
tally the costs of replacing prop-
erty tax revenue, which funds 
teacher salaries, law enforcement 
and many other government func-
tions. Eliminating the tax likely 
would require a massive increase 
in sales tax rates – something that 
appears highly unlikely. 

State Sen. Paul Bettencourt, 
R-Houston, is Patrick’s chief 
lieutenant on property taxes. He 
noted $81.5 billion is “a huge 
amount of money to be able to 
replicate.”

Lawmakers have worked to 
lower property tax bills the past 
few sessions by raising the home-
stead exemption and limiting 
how much school districts and 
local governments can collect. 
But without a state income tax, 

lawmakers are limited in how to 
completely replace property taxes 
with another form of revenue.

Perry joins Phelan’s 
team as adviser

Former Gov. Rick Perry has 
joined House Speaker Dade 
Phelan’s office as a senior adviser, 
the Texas Standard reported. The 
embattled speaker, who survived 
a tough runoff race, now faces at 
least three Republican challeng-
ers to his speakership.

“[Gov. Perry] understands 
every facet of the legislative pro-
cess, and that will be a tremendous 
asset as we work to strengthen our 
state’s economy, improve education 
and ensure every member’s voice is 
heard in the Texas House this ses-
sion,” Phelan said in a statement. 

Phelan has been under fire 
for backing an ultimately unsuc-
cessful attempt to impeach Texas 
Attorney General Ken Paxton 
and for being perceived as not 
conservative enough by some of 
his Republican colleagues.

Perry will serve as a volunteer 
adviser until the 89th Legislature 
begins in January.

Schools hiring more 
uncertified teachers

Critical teaching shortages in 
Texas are compelling school dis-
tricts to hire more teachers who 
have not received formal class-
room training, The Texas Tribune 
reported.

The number of uncerti-
fied teachers in the state’s 
public schools has risen dra-
matically since the COVID-19 
pandemic, which prompted many 
longtime educators to leave the 
profession for various reasons – 
health concerns, lack of resources, 
and feeling burned out. As a 
result, uncertified teachers, many 
of whom work in rural school dis-
tricts, accounted for about 38% of 
newly hired instructors last year.

Since 2015, school districts 
under the District of Innovation 
law have been able to hire people 
with different professional expe-
rience who then would work on 
getting certified through alter-
native certification programs. 
The last legislative session ended 
with no significant base funding 
increases, leaving many school 
districts with budget shortfalls, 
and making it even harder to fill 
teacher vacancies. 

“When you have a state where 
their coffers are full and local 
school districts where their cof-
fers are empty, or in the process 
of being empty, you’re going to 
have to have some state help 
to make sure that we’re fund-
ing these types of programs,” 
said Mark Henry, who served as 
Cy-Fair ISD’s superintendent for 
more than a decade.

According to the Texas 
Education Agency, the attrition 
rate among Texas teachers has 
increased since the start of the 
pandemic from 9% to 12%. Texas 
ranks 30th in the nation for average 
teacher pay — $8,828 less than the 
national average, according to the 
National Education Association.

Paxton suing Bexar 
County over mail voter 
plan

Texas Attorney General Ken 
Paxton is suing Bexar County over 
its plan to mail voter registration 
forms to unregistered residents 
en masse, the Austin American-
Statesman reported. The Bexar 
County Commissioners Court 
approved the voter registration 
plan last week, defying Paxton’s 
warning that he would take them 
to court.

Paxton’s suit argues that mail 
applications could entice felons 
and other ineligible people to reg-
ister to vote. Commissioner Justin 
Rodriguez defended the plan.

“From our perspective, 
this was never a Democrat or 
Republican endeavor,” Rodriguez 
told the Statesman. “It was mak-
ing sure we used the resources 
within the elections office to be 
innovative, to be proactive when 
it came to registering voters, and 
we felt pretty strongly that we’re 
doing everything (as it is) allowed 
by the Elections Code.”

Paxton has warned repeat-
edly of potential voter fraud in 
November’s general election. 
However, he has not provided 
evidence of widespread voter 
fraud in Texas, the Statesman 
reported.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-
winning Texas journalist. He pub-
lished a number of community news-
papers in Texas during a 30-year 
span, including in Longview, Fort 
Stockton, Nacogdoches, Lufkin and 
Cedar Park. Email: gborders@tex-
aspress.com.

Capital Highlights

New Texas laws now in effect

Gary Borders
gborders@texaspress.com

North and East 
Texas Press 
Association

Weatherford 
Chamber of 
Commerce

East Parker County 
Chamber of 
Commerce

Commentaryy

National Newspaper 
Association and 

Foundation

WTPA
West Texas Press 

Association

Mail: 
P.O. Box 1031, Aledo, TX 76008

Physical: 
1015 Champions Drive, Aledo, TX

Phone:
817-441-7661

Web:
www.community-news.com

PUBLISHER/EDITOR
Randy Keck
rkeck@community-news.com 
Direct Line: 817-386-1469

DIRECTOR OF BUSINESS 
DEVELOPMENT
Loydale Schmid
lschmid@community-news.com 
Direct Line: 817-386-1467

CIRCULATION
Reagan Tomlin
business@community-news.com

PAGE AND AD DESIGN
Laura Finer
production@community-news.com

EDITORIAL STAFF AND 
CONTRIBUTORS

Chris Amos - Features/Photography
Kathy Chruscielski - Photography
John English - Features
Richard Henderson - Commentary
Rick Mauch - News and Sports
Breleigh Mayer - Photography
Kristin Morales - Photography
Ryan Wade - News and Sports
Melissa Winn - News and Sports
Jim Zimmermann - News and Sports

CONTACT POINTS
Billing
billing@community-news.com 
Pay bills at community-news.com/billpay/

Ad Design Materials
production@community-news.com

Purchase Advertising
sales@community-news.com

Legal Notices
legal@community-news.com

Subscription Questions
business@community-news.com 
community-news.com/subscribe/

Announcements, News, Obituaries 
news@community-news.com 
www.community-news.com/submissions/
 
Content Submission Policy

We’re always on the lookout for story ideas. 
To share one, call Randy Keck at 817-386-
1469 or email news@community-news.com. 
Please provide the basic story information 
as well as contact information.

We welcome letters, articles and guest 
opinions from our readers. Opinions 
expressed in this newspaper will be labeled 
as opinions, editorials or letters, and do 
not reflect the opinions of the ownership. 
Letters should be signed, and limited to 
approximately 300 words. All submissions 
to the newspaper should include a tele-
phone number in case we have questions. 
Letters are due by Monday at noon for that 
week’s paper. Community announcements, 
achievements and obituaries are due by 
noon Friday for the following week’s paper.

Photos submitted should include names of 
the people in the photograph.

The Community News does not charge for time-
ly wedding, engagement and birth announce-
ments provided they are of reasonable length. 
Lengthy announcements will either be edited 
to a reasonable length or, at the discretion of 
the person submitting the announcement, be 
charged a fee. 

Stephen Cox is not an impos-
ing figure. Still, he has the 
countenance and features to be 
a Clark Kent look-alike, even if 
considerably smaller in stature.

You remember Clark, right? 
He’s the guy who morphed quick-
ly from his role as a reporter 
for a large metropolitan news-
paper into Superman, the movie 
and comic book figure who flew 
around Gotham City beating the 
daylights out of the bad guys.

Cox, now thirty-something, 
even has eyewear like Kent’s. The 
distinguished San Antonio music 
educator appears to be much 
younger than his actual age, but 
he--like Kent--remains super 
cool in all circumstances, though 
never donning a cape, leaping 
over buildings in a single bound 
or putting the hurt on anybody.

He’s so genteel, always care-
ful to give others the benefit of 
doubts.

Cox has long been known as 
the kind of mentor whom   stu-
dents remember fondly for the 
rest of their lives. Beloved by his 

wife, children and a host of oth-
ers, he has been a “hit” wherever 
he has struck up the band.   If 
Mr. Holland had not preced-
ed him, there easily could have 

been a “Mr. Cox’s Opus.”
By all measures, he is simply 

the best.
Such respect is heaped on him 

by acclamation; no vote is needed. 
He’s “Mr. Wonderful”--one of the 
last guys on the planet one would 
expect to run afoul of airport TSA 
personnel.

Obviously never having laid 
eyes on this simple musical instru-
ment, the agent didn’t initially 
believe Cox’s explanation about 
the kazoo in his pocket detected 
by x-ray. To him, it looked lethal. 
To Cox, it was a joke, since every-
one can play kazoos easily if they 
have breath and “sing” such syl-
lables as doo, too, who or vrrr into 
the kazoo.

Unflappable, Cox told the 
agent about the music conven-
tion he’d attended, then details 
about the simple instrument. He 
remained calm and wasn’t asked 

to play his kazoo. Isn’t there a 
poem admonishing us to keep 
our heads about us, when others 
are losing theirs? Soon, he was 
allowed to board, his kazoo in 
hand.

My, how things have changed, 
particularly airport security. I 
recall boarding a plane in Dallas, 
long before 9-11.

En route to Amarillo for a 
speaking engagement, I was 
unaware that pheasant hunting 
season began with the next sun-
rise. Dozens of boarders placed 
their shotguns in overhead bins, 
counting the hours until dawn.

“Those guns aren’t loaded, are 
they?” flight attendants joked.

I had a Stephen Cox experi-
ence shortly after 9-11. My wife 
and I were returning from a trip 
to Alaska, where she purchased 
ulu knives to gift our sons-in-law 
come Christmas. They were min-
iature versions of ulu knives that 
are used largely in Alaska.

One might guess them to be 
“pizza-slicers” if seen on kitchen 
counters in the USofA.

As we prepared to leave, suit-
cases filled quickly, so she stuffed 
the knives into her carry-on bag.

At security check, a mean-
spirited woman who looked 
capable of playing  tackle on an 
NFL team lectured us sternly 

about dimensions, weights and 
what could NOT be included in 
our carry-ons. I yawned, thinking 
that no such items were in my 
pouch.

Wrong! My wife--weary as her 
carry-on bag became “too heavy”-
-innocently extracted the ulu 
knives and stuck them into my 
bag, unbeknownst to me. To this 
day, she swears she considered 
them to be Christmas gifts, not 
dangerous weapons.

“What do we have here?” the 
agent sneered. “They’re going to 
stay with me.” I tried to explain 
that Brenda thought they’d be 
nice Christmas gifts. I also failed 
to feign Cox’s innocence, hopeful 
that the tears streaming down 
my cheeks would help. The agent, 
however, wasn’t buying it. I could 
only hope the confiscated knives 
wound up under   Christmas trees 
of young Eskimos who dreamed 
that Santa would somehow avoid 
security checks as his sleigh 
flew throughout the world on 
Christmas Eve.
Dr. Newbury, longtime university 
president, continues to speak and 
write. The Idle American, begun 
in 2003, is one of the nation’s lon-
gest-running syndicated humor 
columns. Contact: 817-447-3872. 
Email: newbury@speakerdoc.com. 
Website: www.speakerdoc.com.

Idle American

Someone call security

Dr. Don Newbury
newbury@speakerdoc.com

TRACY LE BLANC/PEXELS

https://www.community-news.com/stories/new-texas-laws-now-in-effect,92528
https://www.communuity-news.com/stories/someone-call-security,92529
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ACHIEVEMENT 

Dr. David Mason named 
Osteopathic Educator of the Year

Aledo resident serves 
at Texas College of 
Osteopathic Medi-
cine
By Steven Bartolotta
UNT Health Science Center

Dr. David C. Mason of Aledo, 
one of the most respected and 
impactful 
practitioners 
at the Texas 
College of 
Osteopathic 
Medicine at 
The University 
of North 
Texas Health 
Science Center 
at Fort Worth 
has been 
selected as 
the 2024 Educator of the Year 
by the American Osteopathic 
Foundation.

Mason will receive the award 
at the AOF’s 2024 Honors Gala 
in San Antonio in conjunction 
with the American Osteopathic 
Association’s OMED conference 
on Sept. 20.

Established in 1997, the AOF’s 
Educator of the Year award rec-
ognizes the role educators play in 
the development of osteopathic 
medical students, residents and 
the profession.

The designation Educator of 
the Year is awarded to an indi-
vidual who not only emulates the 
osteopathic profession’s high-
est standards of excellence in 
teaching but who is passionate 
about osteopathic medicine, has 
made a significant impact on the 
academic advancement of osteo-
pathic students, and has made 
long-standing contributions to 
the profession in the academic 
arena.

“I am thrilled to be recognized 
for doing what I am passionate 
about,” Mason said. “Mentoring 
physicians in training to embody 
the distinctive features of osteo-
pathic practice and incorporate 

them into their chosen specialty 
has been the primary focus of my 
career.”

Mason has been with TCOM 
since 2010 and is the assistant dean 
of osteopathic clinical education 
and a professor in the Department 
of Family and Osteopathic 
Manipulative Medicine. He just 
completed a year-long term as the 
Texas Chapter of the American 
College of Osteopathic Family 
Physicians’ president.

A champion in the classroom 
for medical students and residents 
alike, in 2004 Mason was honored 
as an AOA Mentor Hall of Fame 
member and in 2005 he received 
the Family Medicine Resident 
Award for Clinical Teaching. 
He was inducted into the Gold 
Humanism Honor Society in 2005 
and in 2008 received the distinc-
tion of Fellow from the American 
College of Osteopathic Family 
Physicians.

Mason has a vast array of 
teaching expertise, that includes 
a visiting professorship with the 
Shanghai University of Traditional 
Chinese Medicine. At TCOM, he 
led growth and development of 
OMM integration into medical 
practice and systems courses for 
Year 1 and Year 2 students as well 
as the four week clinical rotation 
in OMM and content expert for 
OMM integration into all rota-
tions for Year 3-4 clerkships.

Mason is the medical director for 
HSC’s Institute for Translational 
Research and was the program 
director for the Osteopathic 
Neuromusculoskeletal 
Medicine Residency and 
the Integrated Osteopathic 
Neuromusculoskeletal Medicine 
and Family Medicine Residency 
at Medical City Fort Worth.

He is an international and 
nationally renowned lecturer, hav-
ing given 120 presentations and 
lectures since 2001 from China 
to Puerto Rico and all across the 
United States.

“Osteopathic medicine is dif-
ferent, but only if our graduates 

practice differently,” Mason said. 
“The two essential tools we employ 
to train physicians how to practice 
are our focus on our patients and 
the use of our hands.”

He has been a board mem-
ber on national committees of the 
American Academy of Colleges 
of Osteopathic Medicine, chair-
ing the Educational Council of 
Osteopathic Principles, the 
American Osteopathic Family 
Physicians, and The American 
Academy of Osteopathy as 
a board member. He serves as 
a board member for the Texas 
Medical Foundation-Health 
Quality Institute and the 
American College of Graduate 
Medical Education Osteopathic 
Neuromusculoskeletal Medicine 
Residency Review Committee.

Mason is board-certified in both 
Neuromusculoskeletal Medicine/
Osteopathic Manipulative 
Medicine and Family Medicine. 
Mason has been named a Top 
Doctor by Fort Worth Magazine 
for Osteopathic Manipulative 
Medicine four times and received 
the WOW (What Others Want) 
award for clinical service from 
HSC Health.

Before arriving at TCOM, 
Mason spent nine years at the 
Rowan University School of 
Osteopathic Medicine from 2001 
to 2010. He earned his Doctorate 
of Osteopathic Medicine from the 
school in 1996 and completed 
his residency training in Family 
Medicine at the university in 
1999. Mason earned a Healthcare 
Management Executive Master of 
Business Administration from the 
University of Texas at Dallas in 
2014.

The Educator of the Year 
Award, one of the AOF’s high-
est annual awards, recognizes 
one physician who over the last 
12-24 months has shown they 
consistently uphold and raise the 
standards of Osteopathic medical 
education.

trying to pick which kids would we 
possibly go to another classroom.

“Well, they were really hav-
ing a difficult time with that. And 
we, y’all know, like our families 
are really invested in us, and they 
know those fourth-grade teachers, 
and they trust them. They’re highly 
motivated. You can tell they’re very 
passionate, and so they really want 
to stick with the course.”

Ford called fourth-grade teach-
ers “rock stars,” and Board President 
Mike Guest  referred to that com-
ment at the end of the discussion: 
“They are a rock star team, but 
they’re also our loudest team to give 
us feedback, so if they reach their 
limit, I’m sure they’ll let us know — 
that’s a good thing.”

Ford was the lone dissenting 
vote in the waiver request vote.

The board also approved gen-
eral fund and child nutrition fund 
budget amendments, approved the 
campus and district improvement 
plan, and approved nominations 
for the School Health Advisory 
Committee.

In other action, the board:
•	 	Heard a report from Austin 

Elementary School;
•	 	Heard a report from Assistant 

Superintendent Marie 
Hernandez on the ROOted in 
Excellence Series;

•	 	Heard a report on the district’s 
technology program;

•	 		Received the extracurricular 
booster club financial report;

•	 		Received financial reports for 
the month of July; and

•	 		Received the Parker County 
Appraisal District audit for 
2023.
The board’s next meeting will be 

at 6 p.m on Monday, October. 21.

BOARD
from page one

worth noting that the water fund 
has been transferring revenues to 
the wastewater fund to help sub-
sidize that fund. However, while 
there is a transfer in the budget, it is 
not expected to be used and is there 
as a safeguard.

The wastewater has a budget-
ed net profit of nearly $11,000, a 
vast increase from the deficit of 
more than $22,000 the previous 
12 months. Plans are, with the 
agreement with Hudson Oaks, 
this fund will have a partnership 
to help offset costs, and, in turn, 
will help the wastewater fund to be 
self-sustaining.

The drainage fund has a fore-
casted decrease in expected profit 
from the current year by $250. With 
more than three years of revenues 
collected, and the passage of the 
certificates of obligation to address 
drainage projects throughout the 
city last year, this fund will pro-
vide the proceeds to service the 
debt. Some drainage projects have 
been completed, and Phase 2 will be 
completed in the coming months. 

The newly created tourism fund 
of $2,093,322 is expected to bring a 
profit of almost $30,000. Last year 
the tourism fund ran a deficit of 
more than $2 million.

“I think staff and council worked 
hard. I’m excited to see the progress 
the city made and I’m looking for-
ward to the next 12 months being 
a banner year for the city,” Willow 
Park Mayor Doyle Moss said.

Sign permit
Council approved a special use 

permit for Canvas at Willow Park 
to have a temporary free-standing, 
off-premise sign on the corner of 
Kings Gate and Interstate 20 North 
Service Road on property owned by 
Larry Lawley.

The single-sided 5x10 wooden 
sign, which will advertise homes 
for rent at Canvas at Willow Park, 
was approved for 24 months, unless 
there is a change in the owner of 
the property. Also, the sign will 
have to be moved slightly to avoid 
encroachment on the right-of-way 
necessary for the replacement of 
Kings Gate Bridge, a project expect-
ed for construction beginning in the 
fall of 2025.

COUNCIL
from page one Dr. Davis Mason

“I think staff and council worked hard. I’m 
excited to see the progress the city made and 
I’m looking forward to the next 12 months.”

-Mayor Doyle Moss

http://www.texasbutane.com
http://www.tworld.com/weatherford
https://www.community-news.com/stories/dr-david-mason-named-osteopathic-educator-of-the-year,90934
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https://www.community-news.com/stories/council-passes-budget,92759


OCTOBER 1

National Night Out 2024
Free block party with 
the Willow Park Police 
Department from 5 - 8 
p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 1 
at Kingsgate Park, Willow 
Park, TX 76087.
Join us to meet the men 
and women who protect 
our community and have 
some fun while you’re 
here! Bounce houses, kids 
games, DJ John Henry, 
food trucks and more!

OCTOBER 4 - 31

Clark Gardens Pumpkin 
Patch
Clark Gardens Pumpkin 
Patch will be open daily 
Monday - Saturday from 
8 -5 p.m. and Sunday 10-5 
p.m.
Our Pumpkin Patch is the 
perfect place for a cozy, fam-
ily-fun filled, fall experience.
Choose from pumpkins of 

all shapes and sizes to pur-
chase and take home
Enjoy pumpkin ring toss, 
pumpkin bowling, and 
other festive games
Model Trains: View Model 
Trains at the Clarks Station
Garden Walks: Stroll 
through our gardens and 
enjoy Fall in full bloom
Purchase snacks and 
refreshing beverages in our 
admissions booth
Make Clark Gardens a stop 
on your Fall bucket list!
Admission: $10 adults, $8 
Senior, $5 children, 3 and 
under FREE
*additional fees apply for 
pumpkin purchases

OCTOBER 8

Dementia Support Group
Join the Dementia
Support Group from 4-5
p.m. at Harvest of Aledo
1043 Bailey Ranch Rd.
Even more so, we value the 
efforts of the caregivers, 
especially the families of 
our residents.
This meeting will take
place on the second
Tuesday of every month.
For more information call
682-209-0643

OCTOBER 10

Alzheimer’s Group
The East Parker County 
Alzheimer’s Group meets 
from 1-3 p.m. on the second 

Thursday of each month 
at Aledo United Methodist 
Church, 100 Pecan. Drive. 
For more information, call 
817-441-8329.

OCTOBER 12

Aledo UMC Lord’s Acre 
Fall Festival
Gather the family for a 
fall bucket list event y’all 
won’t want to miss from 10 
a.m. - 3 p.m. on Saturday, 
October 12th
AUMC will host its annual 
community fall fest with 
kid’s activities, food, 
vendors, silent and live 
auctions, live music perfor-
mances, and community 
fun. The money raised 
helps support AUMC’s 
mission efforts in Aledo, 
surrounding areas, state-
wide and around the world. 
Forward this event to all 
your friends and follow us 
on our page to stay in the 
loop on all the fun things 
we have planned!

OCTOBER 17

Burgers & Bingo
Parker County Committee 
on Aging - Meals on Wheels 
and The Senior Center
is having Burgers & Bingo 
benefitting Meals on 
Wheels and the Senior 
Center from 5:30-8 p.m., 
on Thursday, October 17.
Dinner will be served from 
5:30-6:30 p.m. which 

includes a hamburger din-
ner (burger, chips, drink, 
and dessert). Following 
dinner, we will play Bingo 
for your chance to win 
locally donated prizes.
Tickets are limited to 200 
guests. Additional Bingo 
cards will be available for 
purchase at $5 a piece, 
while supplies last (limit 1).

OCTOBER 19

2024 Aledo Fest 
Aledo fest will be from 10 
.m. - 2 p.m. on Saturday, 
October 19 in downtown 

Aledo. It will feature live 
music and activities for 
kids of all ages.
Meet your local businesses 
at vendor booths, do some 
gift shopping, and get a lit-
tle something for yourself!
Come hungry for a vari-
ety of food trucks on-site 
for good eats & autumn 
treats!
Vendor and sponsorship 
applications are available 
now - please visit our web-
site. https://www.aledotx.
gov/AledoFest

OCTOBER 26

Fall Fest Willow Park North
Join Willow Park North and 
The Shops at Willow Park 
for the second annual Fall 
Fest. This family-friendly 

event is free to the public.

NOVEMBER 12

Dementia Support Group
Join the Dementia
Support Group from 4-5
p.m. at Harvest of Aledo
1043 Bailey Ranch Rd.
Even more so, we value the 
efforts of the caregivers, 
especially the families of 
our residents.
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DOWN

  1  national gemstone
      of Australia
  5  TXism: “busy as _
      ___-armed fry cook”
  6  children
  7  TX Matson who won
      gold in shot put in
      1968 Olympics (init.)
  8  last name of Dallas
      City Hall designer
  9  TXism: “changes
      his ____  __ often
      as he does socks”
15  “Foard County ____”
      (newspaper)
16  TX Michael Johnson
      won gold here in
      1992 (4 x 100 relay)
19  James Bond’s 
      code number
21  bye in Mexico
22  TXism: “couldn’t
      hit the side __  _
      ____” (poor shot)
27  depend on
28  in Lubbock County
      on U.S. 62 & 82
29  most mature fruit
30  performers
32  fi rst two initials of
      8-across designer
33  27th governor,
      familarly (2 wds.)
36  irritate or annoy
37  this Jeff of Houston
      Oilers committed
      suicide in 1993
38  delighted
39  state north of the
      Red River
41  TXism for “your”
42  48-across is a
      ______ city 

  1  White ___, Texas
  2  Hawaiian taro dish
  3  county that is north
      of Ector and south
      of Gaines
  4  French-based
      musical (2 wds.)
  8  unskilled laborer
  9  TXism: “got too
      ____  _____  __ 
      ___ fi re” 
      (spread too thin)
10  fi rst two letters of
      U.S. tax agcy. 
11  she was wife of
      Gov. Connally (init.)
12  TXism: “was around
      when the ____  ___ 
      ___ only sick” (old)

45  decline, decrease
46  star Paul of Texas-based
      1963 fi lm “Hud” (init.)
47  members-only ware-
      house store: “____ Club”
48  Yemen port city
49  TXism: “____  __  _
      fi ddle string”
52  sharpened
53  also called “off-the-rack”
      or OTR
54  Dallas Stars leag.

55  a fancy
      Brooklyn
      coffee

13  Alan of “The Aviator”
      about TX Hughes
14  dirt
15  Perryton is a city in
      ________ Texas
16  cowboys wear big
      ____ buckles
17  TXism: “if it ain’t
      true, there ain’t __ 
      ______ in Texas”
18  highest academic
      honors go to _ 
      _____ cum laude
      graduate
20  extremely
22  TXism: “don’t give 
      a hoot __ a holler”
23  small lie

24  TXism: “useless as
      perfume on _  ___”
25  “beer _____” 
      (big stomach)
26  Austin band: “_____
      at the Wheel”
28  TXism: “____ take a
      faith healer to fi x it”
      (poor condition)

31  J.V. “____” Sikes
      was an A&M star 
      in the 1920s
34  TXism: “mighty
      fond __”
35  “___ low, sell high”
37  TXism: “busy as _
      ___-armed paper
      hanger”
40  TX Trini’s “If I ___
      _ Hammer”
43  arithmetic
44  “Hook ‘__  _____!”
50  TXism: “fresh mar-
      ried” (_____wed)
51  “in the year of our
      Lord” abbr.
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Support Services provided by 
Careity Foundation

MEET OUR
ANCER-FIGHTING
ROCK ST RS

Talha Riaz, MD Medical Oncologist/Hematologist | Aaron Laine, MD, PhD Radiation Oncologist

WWW.THECENTERTX.COM | 817.759.7000
Weatherford

FORT WORTH CENTRAL CAMPUS • FORT WORTH SOUTHWEST • ARLINGTON
WEATHERFORD • BURLESON • GRANBURY • MINERAL WELLS • STEPHENVILLEWhite’s 

Funeral Home
130 Houston Ave. • Weatherford 

817-596-4811
www.whitesfuneral.com

Our family
serving 

your family
since 1908.

817-441-1079
david@elitegreentx.com

ALEDO OWNED  
AND OPERATED

TX #0868794

Offering new ways  
to advertise

PRINT • E-VERSION  
• ONLINE • EMAIL  

NEWSLETTER

The CommuniTy news

817-441-7661 
1015 Champions Drive 

Aledo

community-news.com

Looking for 
the Top Dog?

THE 
COMMUNITY 

NEWS

It’s a local call!

https://www.community-news.com/calendar/
http://www.thecentertx.com
http://www.whitesfuneral.com
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Business Cards

Vanity Tops                                           Tubs 
Whirlpool Tubs                         Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE
2927 Greenlee Park Trail

Weatherford, Texas 76088

  817-341-8970
Natural Granite  •  Solid Surface  •  Silestone

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
SERVICE AND REPAIR • LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

817-441-8633
• • NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS • •

817-443-9733
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR
LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor 

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100  
Aledo, TX 76008  
Bus. 817-441-4108 • Fax 800-656-0301 
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com 
www.edwardjones.com

Operated by a subsidary  
of NRT, LLC

KIMBERLY MEYER, 
ABR, CRS, GRI

REALTOR®

Cell (817) 929-0347
kimberly.meyer@cbdfw.com

5924 Convair Drive #420  
Fort Worth, TX 76109

www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer

Global Luxury Specialist

1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 817-504-7662817-504-7662
Call for availability · Boat & RV parking - $50Call for availability · Boat & RV parking - $50

10x10 $65 • 10x20 $95 • 10x30 $14010x10 $65 • 10x20 $95 • 10x30 $140

We have lots of room  
for your stuff!

1187 MINI STORAGE1187 MINI STORAGE

5 & 6 Inch Seamless Gutters • Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial • New & Repair

ROSS GUTTERS
In Business Since 1995

Office: 817-565-4658
Talk and text 817-771-9661

FREE SPLASH BLOCKS FOR A LIMITED TIME

• COMPOSITION SHINGLES
• WOOD SHINGLES
• NEW ROOFS • REROOFS
• REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 • mobile (817) 996-2726

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

Insurance Claims Handled

Free 

Estim
ates

Hearing
Care Center
4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702
Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre
Phone: 817.263.1971

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
CHAPPELL

Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

(817) 249-2028

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t

Ken Hartman, Proprietor

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry 
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

RACE AIR
Heating & Air Conditioning
47 Years Experience • Sales & Service

JASON SCOTT 817-269-6027
LICENSE #TACLB 63540E

HELP WANTED
Driver needed. Must be 
motivated and customer 
oriented. Drive in a safe and 
efficient manner. Keep the 
vehicle clean and properly 
maintained. Excellent com-
munication and interperson-
al skills. We also welcome 
applicants with a passion 
for customer service and 
who are willing to learn. 
Professional appearance. 
Competitive compensation. 
Send resumes and cover 
letters to (Alessiacruz45@
gmail.com)

Leave  Leave  
your  your  
card!card!

For info about advertising on the  
Business Card Page, call 817-441-7661.

P.O. Box 1031, Aledo, TX • 817-441-7661 
www.community-news.com

The 
CommuniTy news

MEMBER 2024

TEXAS PRESS 
ASSOCIATION

SERVICES
BEAUTIFUL DOORS 
REFINISHED BY TENNYSON 
Beautiful Doors Refinished 
by tennyson/ Front 
Doors, Garage Doors, 
Also,: Shutters, Wood 
Trim , Weather Stripping, 
Hardware, Door Adjustments 
& More! Call or Text  817-
305-3087. Thank You!

BALLOON DECORATIONS 
for any Event: Weddings, 
Corporate, Baby Showers, 
Grand Openings, Birthdays, 
Anniversaries, Quinceaneras. 
CALL Sally 817-484-8353
PAINTING: Let my 50 years 
experience work for you. We 
do interior and exterior resi-
dential and custom home 
painting. Bobby McWilliams 
817-821-6377

TexSCAN Week of 
Sept. 15-21, 2024

AUCTION
Three Development Site in Austin, TX, minutes from 
UT Austin and downtown. Bankruptcy sale. Bid deadline 
Oct. 7. 855-755-2300, HilcoRealEstateSales.com.

CHARITY
Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support 
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car 
Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today!

CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE
Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and activation is free. All plans feature 
unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For 
more information, call 1-855-493-3803.

ENERGY
Backup power – peace of mind. Get a standard 
warranty of 7 years, $849 value. Call 888-925-0261, 
Briggs & Stratton Energy Solutions.

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

EVENTS
Guadalupe County Fair & Rodeo, Oct. 4-13, Seguin 
Events Center. Carnival, parade, mutton bustin, bull 
riding, petting zoo, vendors, and more. BBQ cook off 
Oct. 4-5, PRCA Rodeo Oct. 10-12. Buy tickets online 
at gcfair.org.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE
Wesley Financial Group, LLC – Timeshare 
Cancellation Experts. Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free informational 
package and learn how to get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. Call 
855-501-6864.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time, 
waving ALL installation costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. (Offer 
ends 12/29/24.) Call 1-855-965-0841.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

OIL & GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

WATER DAMAGE
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  
A small amount of water can lead to major damage 
in your home. Our trusted professionals do complete 
repairs to protect your family and your home’s value! 
Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027. Have zip code of service 
location ready when you call!

WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.  

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
200 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

Legal Notice

The Aledo Independent School District (the District) is requesting 
competitive sealed proposals for RFP 2509-01 (Coder Elementary 
Serving Line and Kitchen Equipment Replacement, Phase 2).  
Specifications for this project may be obtained on the District’s 
electronic procurement system at https://aledoisd.ionwave.net/.     
Proposals will be received until 3 PM CT on September 23, 2024.  
Proposals will be electronically unsealed and opened shortly after the 
specified time of closing. Late bids will be rejected as non-respon-
sive. Accommodations and modifications for people with disabilities 
are available upon request. Submit requests to Kim Whitley at kwhit-
ley@aledoisd.org.  The District reserves the right to reject any and/or 
all proposals, to accept the proposal(s) that provide(s) the best value 
to the District, and to waive all formalities with respect thereto.

TCN

NEED EXTRA CASH !!! ???

Travel Trai lers l 5th Wheels   
Goosenecks l Bumper Pulls  

In Any Area!!!  Any Condition!!!
Old/New !!!    Dirty or Clean !!!

I PAY CA$H    956-466-7001
No Title – No Problem – We Can Apply For One

ANR Enterprises

I BUY RVs & 
MOBILE HOMEs

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

ALEDO

Bearcat Valero
421 N FM 1187

East Parker County Li-
brary
201 N FM ll87

CVS
150 Bailey Ranch Road

Shell - Aledo
401 S FM ll87

The  Community  News
1015 Champions Drive

WILLOW PARK

Brookshire’s

5118 E I-20 Service Road S

East Parker County  
Chamber of Commerce

100 Chuckwagon Trail

Exxon – Tiger Mart

102 E I-20

WEATHERFORD

Weatherford Chamber

401 Fort Worth Hwy.

Get your copy of  

at any one of these locations:

community-news.com
1015 Champions Dr. • Aledo • 817-441-7661

The CommuniTy news

Looking for 
the Top Dog?

Parker County’s only locally-owned newspaper

It’s a local call •click • e-mail!
817-441-7661 • www.community-news.com

http://www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer
http://www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
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Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

MyserOrtho.com  •  817-441-8700  •  Aledo & Willow Park

Ask me about 
life insurance
Contact me today

Agent

411 FM 1187 N
Aledo, TX 76008-1147

Bus: 817-441-9966
bobby@bobbyrigues.com
www.bobbyrigues.com
        

Bobby J Rigues

State Farm Life Insurance Company
(Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company
(Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL

I-20 ANIMAL HOSPITAL
817-341-3331817-341-3331

3713 Fort Worth Hwy  Between Exits 415 and 414 
Hudson Oaks, TX  76087

www.I-20animalhospital.com

OPEN 24 HOURSOPEN 24 HOURS
DAILYDAILY

GENERAL PET WELLNESS 
HEALTH CARE
• INTERNAL MEDICINE
• SURGERY 

General and Advanced
• RADIOLOGY 

Digital including dental
• LASER THERAPY
• Computed Tomography 
              (CT scan)-NEW!                         

• EMERGENCY & CRITICAL 
CARE

• COMPLETE IN-HOUSE 
LABORATORY

• DENTAL CARE 
General and Advanced

• ULTRASONOGRAPHY
• ONCOLOGY
• ENDOSCOPY 

FOOTBALL

Bearcats open district play on road
Look to continue 
dominance against 
Brewer, league
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

The Aledo Bearcats haven’t lost 
to the Brewer Bears since the last 
millennium, 1999, to be exact.

It was, however, an upset of the 
defending state champions for the 
Bears as Aledo was coming off the 
first state title season in its history. 
They have, of course, added 11 more 
championships since and Brewer 
has come about as close to defeating 
Aledo as Paris Hilton has a chance to 
win an acting Oscar.

Aledo enters the game Friday 
night in White Settlement having an 
18-2 advantage in the overall series. 
The Bearcats have won the past 16 
straight in the series, including 59-13 
last season.

The Bearcats bounced back 
soundly last week, defeating 
Lancaster 37-27 at home after losing 
their home opener 35-30 at Denton 
Guyer. The Bears, meanwhile, are off 
to a 0-2 start with losses to Saginaw, 
26-13 at home, and 27-14 at Lake 
Dallas, both of who have started the 
season 2-0.

Brewer was picked to be a play-
off team in the preseason by Dave 
Campbell’s Texas Football, consid-
ered to be the authority on high 
school football in the state. Aledo, 
of course, was picked to once again 
win district.

“We tell them (players) to respect 
our opponents no matter what their 
record is,” Aledo coach Robby Jones 
said. “We’re not going into this game 
working on somebody else. We’re 
working on Brewer.”

That district streak
It’s impossible to mention a new 

district season for the Bearcats and 
not mention their league winning 
streak - a national record - of 119 
games. The last time they lost a dis-
trict game was 2007.

In fact, that team dropped a pair 
of games to start league play 0-2, 
falling 31-28 to Stephenville and 
35-28 to Everman. They went on 
to finish 11-3 and reach the state 
semifinals.

By the way, that season began 
with a 54-0 win over Brewer, the 
biggest win by either team in the 
series.

Bears looking for return 
to postseason

It hasn’t been that long since 
Brewer was in the playoffs. The Bears 
finished 8-3 in 2021, reaching the 
postseason for a second straight year 
under head coach Todd Peterman, 
who won back-to-back state cham-
pionships as offensive coordinator 
with Duncanville in 2022 and 2023 
and is now the head coach at Lake 
Worth.

From 2015-21, Brewer was in the 
postseason six times, though they 
did not advance past bidistrict in 
any season.

Bouncing back
The Bearcats simply don’t lost 

that often, but when they do they 
rarely lose back-to-back, even when 
it extends from one season to the 
next. Since 1994, Aledo is 41-10-2 in 
games following a loss.

“This shows the pride the kids 
have. These kids don’t like to lose, 
coaches don’t like to lose,” Jones said.

Quarterback situation
Gavin Beard remains day-to-day 

with his injury, Jones said. In the 
meantime, sophomore Nash McElree 
continues to practice as the starter.

McElree was 6-of-14 for 39 
yards with two interceptions - one 
of which was the result of a tipped 
ball - last week in the 37-27 win over 
Lancaster. He also had a couple of 
key runs.

“Nash is looking good this week. 
He’s going to feel a little more con-
fident,” Jones said. “We’ll have no 
hesitation throwing the football.”

Guillory’s getting going
Ray Guillory is “hungry,” he self-

proclaimed after the 37-27 win in 
which he decimated the Lancaster 
defense. Following knee surgery, he 
had no contact for nine months.

Given that he’s averaging more 
than seven yards per carry, including 

more than 10 against Lancaster, it 
could be argued that he’s having little 
contact now. In two games he’s gained 
261 yards and scored four touchdowns 
on 37 carries, including 15 carries 
for 172 yards and three TD against 
Lancaster - one of the fastest teams 
the Bearcats will face this season.

“I was depressed for a little bit, 
but God got me through my battles,” 
Guillory said of his inability to play 
for so long. “I couldn’t do 7-on-7 in 
the summer. It was frustrating, and I 
am excited to be playing again.

“I’m working my way back. I feel 
I’ve got another gear, but I’m get-
ting there.”

Special again
The Bearcats special teams 

were, well, special in the win over 
Lancaster. Putting the season-open-
ing performance behind them, they 

Game at a glance
Aledo Bearcats (1-1, 0-0 in 

District 3-5A Division I) at 
Brewer Bears (0-2, 0-0 in 
District 3-5A Division I)

When: 7 p.m. Friday, Sept. 
13 at Bear Stadium, White 
Settlement

Last week: Aledo defeated 
Lancaster 37-27 at home, 
Brewer lost 27-14 at Lake 
Dallas.

Last season: Aledo went 16-0 
and won Class 5A Division I 
state championship, Brewer 
was 3-7. Aledo won 59-13 at 
Brewer.

All-time series: Aledo leads 
18-2 and has won 16 
straight.

Returning starters: Aledo 
3 offensive, 4 defensive. 
Brewer 6 offensive, 5 defen-
sive.

Aledo offensive players to 
watch: WR Kaydon Finley, 
12 catches, 171 yards, 2 TD; 
RB Ray Guillory, 37 carries, 
261 yards, 4 TD.

Brewer offensive players to 
watch: WR Jaiden Carrigan, 
7 catches, 94 yards, TD in 
2023; WR Cameron Carr, 15 
catches, 228 yards, 4 TD in 
2023.

Aledo defensive players to 
watch: CB Adrian Fuller, 2 
interceptions; LB Chase 
Wilburn, 15 tackles, 14 solo, 
4 tackles for loss.

Brewer defensive players to 
watch: DB Kaiden Foster, 
36 tackles, 2 interceptions 
in 2023; DB Elijah Mande, 
43 tackles, interception in 
2023.

BRELEIGH MAYER/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Kaden Winkfield (21) carried the ball 14 times and scored a touchdown 
against Lancaster.

Turn to DISTRICT, page 9

CROSS COUNTRY

Ladycats fourth in elite meet
Three runners  
in top 20
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

Continuing their success 
in a season of prestigious and 
tough meets, the Aledo Ladycats 
placed fourth in the Southlake 
Invitational on Saturday, Sept. 
7. It’s the third top-five finish 
of the season in three meets, 
including a first-place finish in 
Waxahachie.

The Ladycats competed in 
the Elite Varsity Girls Division. 
The Bearcats, running in the Elite 
Varsity Boys Division, were 18th.

“What an amazing day to run,” 
said Aledo coach Mike Pinkerton. 
“Although it was wet, the cooler 
temps were a welcome surprise 
as the Bearcats and Ladycats con-
tinue to work hard and improve.  

“All athletes ran extremely 
well, with most improving their 

times yet again. The Varsity 
Ladycats are hot on the heels of 
Lovejoy (reigning state champi-
ons), coming up just 13 points shy 
of overtaking them.”

The Ladycats finished second 
in the state last season. Varsity 
results Southlake over the 5K 
course were:
8. Molly Garrison, 18:19.9.

14. Micah Neal, 18:33.0

16. Mykel Murry, 18:35.3.

37. Sophia Brandenburg, 19:02.8.

69. Madison Larsen, 19:37.0.

95. Hadleigh Walton, 19:55.5.

111. Mayden Mitchell, 20:08.4.

Boys results (5K) were:
30. Jack Fink, 15:49.3.

39. Tyler Connelly, 15:55.7.

121. Ian Robbins, 16:43.9.

144. Dominick Barrera, 16:56.6.

167. Luke Schabel, 17:12.0.

170. Thatcher Pettit, 17:12.8.

205. Reed Murray, 17:57.1.

Junior varsity girls (running 
Open Varsity Girls 5K divi-
sion)
Team finished 16th. 
Individual places were:
33. Kjersten Loy, 20:30.8.

78. Carley Couch, 21:30.3.

97. Sadie Williams, 21:55.9.

135. Ashlynn Durnil, 23:04.4.

171. Maggie McQuatters, 25:15.0.

JV boys (running in Open 
Varsity Boys 5K Division)
126. Andrew Walsh, 18:34.5.

152. Ethan Matthews, 19:01.8.

172. Dylan Hoover, 19:48.1.

186. Nicholas Hale, 24:19.8.

JV Boys 5K division
359. Marcus Rodriguez, 23:13.3.

The Aledo JV was running in 
Glen Rose on Squaw Valley Golf 
Course at press time. The varsity 
teams will be competing in the 
Texas A&M Invitational on Friday, 
Sept. 13 in College Station.

CHRISTOPHER AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Aledo’s Molly Garrison
CHRISTOPHER AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Weatherford’s Makayla Alvarado

http://www.bobbyrigues.com
http://www.i-20animalhospital.com
https://www.community-news.com/stories/bearcats-open-district-play-on-road,92649
https://www.community-news.com/stories/bearcats-open-district-play-on-road,92649


TCA falls 22-9 
against Live Oak
By Geoff Heppes
The Community News

The Trinity Christian 
AcademyEagles football team 
played in its first home game of 
the season Friday night following a 
season-opening loss on the road to 
Sacred Heart Muenster. 

The Eagles showcased big-play 
ability on offense, a tenacious effort 
on defense and quality special 
teams work throughout the night, 
but ultimately came up short in 
their home opener against the Live 
Oak Classical Falcons, 22-9.

“We have an opportunity to learn 
from this and we are inching closer 
to getting over the hump,” Eagles 
head coach Cody McKenzie said. 
“We stalled out on some drives, but 
the defense really stepped up after 
giving up over 300 rushing yards 
last week – we were flying around. 
We’re young and inexperienced at 
a lot of crucial positions with the 
players we’ve lost to injuries, but we 
are going to go to the film room to 
learn and grow from this so we can 
put ourselves in a better position to 
succeed next Friday.”

First half
The Eagles received the ball first 

and started the game out well with 
a successful scoring drive. Senior 
quarterback Canaan Kaznowski 
led his team down the field on a 
six-play, 30-yard drive that was 
highlighted by a 20-yard Kaznowski 
run and a 15-yard pass he threw to 
sophomore tight end Owen Coates. 
The end result for the Eagles was a 
36-yard field goal drilled by senior 

kicker Micah Harless that put TCA 
in front 3-0 with 9:32 left in the 
first quarter.

After each team exchanged 
three-and-outs, the Falcons put 
themselves in front 7-3 after scoring 
on a 30-yard touchdown pass with 
4:12 to go in the opening quarter 
while facing 3rd-and-10. The score 
remained the same at halftime, 
although Kaznowski had a 72-yard 
rushing touchdown wiped off the 
board due to a holding call.

Two big sacks recorded by junior 
edge rusher Kadin James helped 
stall Live Oak momentum and keep 
points off the board. Both of Live 
Oak’s possessions in the second 
quarter resulted in a turnover on 
downs, but the defense raised its 
game in the second half – setting 
the edge more effectively and dis-
rupting the Falcons’ backfield more 
regularly.

Second half
“The defense didn’t play the sec-

ond half like we did in the first 
half because of some of the adjust-
ments we made,” McKenzie said. 
“Our theme this year is to be tough 
and we came out and played some 
football while putting ourselves in 
a position to win in the second half. 
It’s good to see those guys step up to 
the challenge, handle some adjust-
ments and execute. We just need to 
find a way to finish.”

The TCA defense took the field 
to open the second half and ushered 
Live Oak off the field in three plays, 
forcing a punt and a new opportu-
nity for the Kaznowski-led offense. 
The Eagles offense got to work with 
a big play on second down. 

Live Oak sent multiple defend-
ers into the backfield to try to apply 

pressure, but sophomore running 
back Pearson Kuykendall stood tall 
and strong next to his quarterback, 
picking up a crucial block that allowed 
Kaznowski to find Coates deep down 
the field for an electric 63-yard catch-
and-run all the way down to the 
Falcons’ 12 yard line. From there, the 
Eagles finished off the seven-play, 
75-yard drive with a 27-yard field goal 
off the foot of Harless.

On the ensuing defensive pos-
session, junior defensive back Dan 
Southworth broke up a critical 
Live Oak pass attempt on third 
down to give the ball back to the 

Eagle offense, which took over at 
the Live Oak 48 with 3:02 left 
in the third quarter. Kuykendall 
converted on fourth-and-2 with 
a clutch 13-yard run that allowed 
TCA to gain some offensive 
rhythm on a drive that spanned 
into the fourth quarter. 

Then, Harless booted a 24-yard-
er through the uprights for a 9-7 
lead at the 9:44 mark in the fourth 
quarter, the Eagles’ first lead since 
3-0 in the first.

In spite of TCA’s best efforts, 
Live Oak had the last laugh, scoring 
the last 15 points of the game.

Still unbeaten  
in district
By Kelly Dishman
Special to the Community News

The Aledo varsity tennis team 
traveled to Granbury recently 
and brought back a 16-3 victo-
ry. The Racquet Cats improved 
to 2-0 in District 5-5A and 9-3 
overall.

Boys doubles winning scores 
were: Line 1 Jacob Heckathorn/
Francois Britz (6-1,7-5) and 
Line 3 Noah Nottingham/Tom 
Ruminsky (6-3, 7-6).  

All girls doubles were wins 
with Line 1 Elli Kate Bussmeir/
Bryanna Orr (6-3, 6-1), Line 2 
McKinley Hayes/Lila Satterfield 
(6-1, 6-1) and Line 3 Eleanor 
Jack/Patrice Loftin (6-4, 6-0). 

Eleven out of 12 single lines 
were wins with boys Line 1 
Heckathorn (6-4, 7-6), Line 2 
Ben Kurth (5-7, 6-2, 1-0), Line 
4 Britz (6-1, 6-3), Line 5 Casen 
Freeland (6-0, 6-2) and Line 6 
Paxton Psencik (6-7, 6-2, 1-0).

Girls swept every line with 
Satterfield at Line 1 (6-1, 6-0), Orr 
at Line 2 (6-0, 6-0); Bussmeir at 
Line 3 (6-0, 6-0), Sydney Byrd 
at Line 4 (1-6, 6-0, 1-0), Hayes 
at Line 5 (6-2, 6-3) and Line 6 
played by Gracie Heydman (6-2, 
6-3).

District opener
The Racquet Cats swept their 

league opener against Brewer by 
a score of 18-0 recently.

Winning boys doubles were 
Heckathorn/Britz, 6-3, 7-5; 
Kurth/Freeland, 6-1, 6-2; and 
Nottingham/Ruminsky, 6-3,6-0.

Girls doubles winners were 
Bussmeir/Orr, 6-0, 6-1; Hayes/
Satterfield, 6-0, 6-0; and Jack/
Loftin, 6-1, 6-2. 

Mixed doubles partners 
Psencik and Natalie Nawrocki 
swept their match at 6-0, 6-0.

The Racquet Cats contin-
ued their streak in singles play. 
For the boys, Heckathorn won 
6-4, 6-2; Kurth won 6-2, 6-1; 
Ruminsky won 6-2, 6-0; Britz 
won 9-7; Freeland won 8-1, and 
Psencik won 8-3.

Girls single lines gave up even 
fewer games with Satterfield 
(6-2, 6-1), Orr (6-2, 6-0), 
Bussmeir (6-0, 6-2), Byrd (8-2), 
Hayes (8-3) and Heydman (8-1) 
winning big.
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had a partially blocked punt that 
set up a touchdown, a 53-yard punt 
to the Lancaster 1 yard line set up a 
safety, a recovery of a muffed punt 
return sealed the game, and a long 
punt return set up a career-long 
46-yard field goal by Cole Crawford 
that made it a three-possession 
game.

“We’ve worked on special teams 
a lot in practice,” Crawford said. “All 
praise to the coaches.”

Secondary gaining quick 
experience

The Bearcats replaced their 
entire defensive backfield after last 
season and the group has had to 
“grow up” fast against two speedy 
opponents.

For example, cornerback Adrian 
Fuller has two interceptions in the 
first two games.

“I think all those guys are play-
ing pretty good,” Jones said. “Adrian, 
ever since he was a freshman we 

thought he’d be a good corner 
because he can run.

“Kai Taylor as well. He doesn’t 
have the interceptions, but there’s 
not been a whole lot of completions 
on his side.”

In fact, except for the inter-
ceptions, Fuller and Taylor’s stats 
mirror each other, with 5.5 tackles 
each (5 solo each) and two pass 
breakups.

Third/fourth downs
A measure of success is how a 

team fares on third down and how 
the defense holds opponents on that 
same down. Through the first two 
games, the Bearcats are 9-of-24 on 
third down, a 38 percent conver-
sion rate. Meanwhile, opponents 
are 6-23, a rate of 26 percent.

“Third downs are big. If you get 
a stop, you force a punt or field goal 
and can take away momentum,” 
Jones said. “You game plan third-
down plays.

“You watch video and see what 
the defense (on the other team) 
likes to do in those situations.”

On fourth down the Bearcats are 
4-of-7, a rate of 57%, while oppo-
nents are 1-of-3, 33%.

Subvarsity
Three of the four Bearcats sub-

varsity teams remained unbeaten 
through two games following wins 
by all four squads last week.

The freshmen Black, junior 
varsity Black and JV Orange all 
improved to 2-0, while freshmen 
Orange evened their record at 1-1.

Rankings
District 3-5A Division I once 

again has three teams in the state’s 
top 10. Ryan is No. 1 for a sec-
ond straight, Aledo - No. 1 at the 
season’s beginning - is No. 3, and 
Richland rose one spot to sixth.

Nationally, Aledo is 85th in the 
Maxpreps rankings and Ryan is 
92nd.

District 3-5A Division I
District	         Overall      Points for-against
Azle			  0-0	 2-0	 92-62
Richland		 0-0	 2-0	 81-50

Denton Ryan	 0-0	 2-0	 70-32
Aledo		  0-0	 1-1	 67-62
Birdville		  0-0	 1-1	 56-84
Denton		  0-0	 1-1	 28-55
Granbury	 0-0	 1-1	 17-34
Keller Fossil Ridge	0-0	 0-2	 42-73
Brewer		  0-0	 0-2	 27-53

Last week’s results
Carrollton Newman Smith 35, Fossil 
Ridge 21
Ryan 28, Mansfield Timberview 0
Denton 28, Fort Worth Eastern Hills 6
Aledo 37, Lancaster 27
Waco University 34, Granbury 14
Birdville 42, Grapevine 34
Richland 43, Colleyville Heritage 33
Azle 51, Weatherford 28
Lake Dallas 27, Brewer 14

This week’s games (all at 
7 p.m.)
Thursday, Sept. 12

Ryan at Fossil Ridge

Granbury at Birdville

Friday, Sept. 13

Aledo at Brewer

Richland at Denton

Azle bye

DISTRICT
from page 8

TENNIS

Racquet 
Cats win at 
Granbury

FOOTBALL

Eagles tripped up in home opener

RYAN WADE/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

TCA quarterback Caanan Kaznowski mows down a defensive back during the 
second quarter of the home opener against Live Oak on Friday, Sept. 6.

http://www.ftwccu.org
https://www.community-news.com/stories/bearcats-open-district-play-on-road,92649
https://www.community-news.com/stories/racquets-win-at-granbury,92762
https://www.community-news.com/stories/eagles-tripped-up-in-home-opener,92318
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PHOTOS BY 
BRELEIGH MAYERS

LADYCAT 
OF THE WEEK

Kinley Elms 
Volleyball

The senior posted 28 kills, 5 blocks, 
and 18 defensive digs as the Ladycats 
defeated Fort Worth Paschal 3-0 and 
Dallas Highland Park 3-1.

Ring Leaders 
Kennel
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Cole Crawford
Football

The senior kicker had a career-long 
46-yard field goal that basically put the 
game out of reach in a 37-27 victory at 
home against Lancaster. He also kicked 
a 28-yard field goal earlier in the game.

ALEDO 
VS

LANCASTER

SEPT. 6
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Ladycat win streak 
grows to six
By Geoff Heppes
The Community News

The Aledo Ladycats volleyball 
team continued its winning ways 
Friday afternoon, Sept. 6, against 
another strong opponent. This 
time, the Ladycats took down 
the Highland Park Lady Scots at 
home in four sets by a final score 
of 21-25, 25-15, 25-19 and 25-20.

After dropping the first set, 
the Ladycats were able to regroup 
behind strong front line play from 
seniors Kinley Elms, Haley Lowe, 
and junior Alyssa Todd to eventu-
ally run away with the second set. 
Aledo then carried that momen-
tum into the final two sets as the 
back line, led by Ella Meador and 
Kenrie Pruitt, continued to make 
quality passes off Highland Park’s 
strong attacks.

Ultimately, the Ladycats 
walked away with the win in their 
second-to-last pre-district contest. 
Five of Aledo’s last six wins dur-
ing the streak have come against 
teams with a winning record.

Elms led in the kills department 
for Aledo with 17 while also con-
tributing 12 digs and two blocks. 
Todd recorded 16 kills and three 
blocks while Lowe added six kills 
and a team-high seven blocks. 

Morgan Esteves and Ella Isbell 
recorded six kills and four blocks, 
respectively, while Esteves also 
had a pair of blocks. Senior setter 
Ava Reding produced 28 assists, 
12 digs and two service aces while 
junior setter Sophie Frank fin-
ished with 15 assists. Meador had 
a team-high 16 digs along with 
two aces while Pruitt tallied 13 

digs. Logyn Denbow also had a 
strong showing with 13 digs.

Sweep of Paschal
The Ladycats made short of 

Fort Worth Paschal on Sept. 3, 
winning 25-12, 25-22 and 25-13. 
Before the win over Paschal, the 
Ladycats took down J.J. Pearce, 
Amarillo, Burleson and Martin, 
dropping only three total sets 
across the four matches to win the 
Arlington Classic.

Against Paschal, Elms led the 
charge offensively with 11 kills and 
three blocks while Tatum Kosse 
was also impactful on the front 
line with 10 kills and two blocks.
To continue reading visit https://
www.community-news.com/stories/
aledo-scores-wins-over-highland-
parkwaco-midway,92761
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Congratulations!Congratulations!
Arlington Classic  

Volleyball Tournament 

Alyssa Todd  
was named  

tournament MVP

Aledo’s Haley Lowe  
was selected for the  

all-tournament

FOOTBALL 

Bearcats bounce back
VOLLEYBALL

Aledo scores wins over  
Highland Park,Waco MidwaySpecial teams  

clutch in victory  
over Lancaster
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

Cole Crawford was smiling like 
he had just opened his favorite gift 
on Christmas morning. 

And why not? He and his 
Aledo Bearcats teammates on the 
special teams were celebrating a 
turnaround that was key to a 37-27 
victory in their home opener against 
Lancaster on Friday, Sept. 6 at Tim 
Buchanan Stadium.

In fact, it was his career-long 
46-yard field goal with 6:51 to play 
that for all intents and purposes put 
the game out of reach, giving Aledo 
a three-score lead at 37-20.

“Oh man, it was a really good 
feeling,” Crawford said. “I’ve hit 
from there plenty of times in prac-
tice. I just told myself it was just 
another kick and to trust my offen-
sive line.”

Crawford had earlier kicked a 
28-yard field goal that put Aledo 
up 10-6 midway through the sec-
ond quarter. It came after Kaden 
Winkfield had scored a 13-yard TD 
and Lancaster countered with a TD, 
followed by a penalty that forced a 
missed 35-yard extra-point attempt.

“We need him to have confidence 
and we need to have confidence in 
him to make those kicks,” Bearcats 
coach Robby Jones said. “We said let’s 
give this kid a chance to build his con-
fidence back up. In a playoff situation 
we might need that field goal.”

Special night
Crawford’s kicks were only part 

of the special teams highlights a 
week after they were a factor in 

a 35-30 season-opening loss at 
Denton Guyer. Others included:

•	 	Jacob McIntire partially blocked 
a punt that set Aledo up at the 
Lancaster 24, with Ray Guillory 
scoring a 15-yard touchdown, 
his first of three scores on the 
night, for a 17-6 lead with 4:15 
left in the first half.

•	 	Kutter Harrel pounced on a 
muffed punt with just more than 
a minute remaining the game, 
giving the Bearcats the ball back 
at their own 37, squelching any 
hopes of a last-minute miracle 
for the Tigers.

•	 	Pierce Ling averaged more than 
40 yards per punt, including a 
53-yarder that pinned the Tigers 
at their own 1. On the next play, 
Aledo registered a tackle in the 
end zone for a safety and a 19-6 
halftime lead.

•	 	Lamel Swanson returned a punt 
25 yards to the Lancaster 22 
before Crawford’s career-best 
kick.

In addition, another kickoff 
return of 37 yards by Adrian Fuller 
was nullified by a penalty. Fuller 
would, however, later have his sec-
ond interception of the season from 
his cornerback position.

“You wanna talk about a big-
time change, special teams played 
about as well as we could ask them,” 
Jones said. 

Big game for Guillory
While he said he’s still not 100 

percent recovered from his knee 
surgery, the Lancaster defense is 
no doubt wondering what Guillory 
might have done to them if he were. 
He rushed an unofficial 15 times for 
172 yards and three touchdowns.

Guillory’s second score gave the 
Bearcats a 26-6 lead early in the 
second half. It came on the first play 
after Lancaster lost 39 yards on a bad 
snap on a fourth down punt attempt.
To continue reading and for all stats 
visit https://www.community-news.
com/stories/bearcats-bounce-back-to-
defeat-lancaster-37-27,92316

RYAN WADE/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Morgan Estavez celebrates as the 
Ladycats sweep Waco Midway in 
straight sets to earn their 18th win 
of the season. 

BRELEIGH MAYER/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Lincoln Tubbs (12) evades a defender.

http://www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com
https://www.community-news.com/stories/bearcats-bounce-back-to-defeat-lancaster-37-27,92316
https://www.community-news.com/stories/aledo-scores-wins-over-highland-parkwaco-midway,92761

