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Only three offensive 
starters return
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

Where else but Aledo can a 
football program return only three 
starters on offense, four on defense, 
graduate a host of talent now at the 
NCAA Division I level and still be 
the preseason favorite to repeat as 
state champions.

The short answer? Nowhere 
else.

That’s exactly where the Bearcats 
find themselves this season as they 
begin their quest for a third three-
peat as state champions. They 
previously accomplished this from 
2009-11 and 2018-20, with Robby 
Jones as the coordinator of one 
of the most consistently explosive 
offenses in America.

Now Jones is the head coach, 
coming off a 16-0 season in his 
first year at the helm. It was the 
fifth time the Bearcats have finished 
with such a perfect record, having 
also done so in 2010, 2013, 2016 
and 2018.

Having been a part of 11 of 
Aledo’s 12 state championships, 
Jones knows the Bearcat tradition 
well. Basically, if it’s football season, 
Aledo is going to be in contention 
to win it all.

The first state championship 
was in 1998. Over the past 15 years 
they have won titles in 2009, 2010, 
2011, 2013, 2014, 2016, 2018, 2019, 
2020, 2022 and 2023, along with 
a runner-up finish in 2017 (they 

lost 20-19 in title game) and a state 
semifinals appearance in 2015.

“If we can stay healthy and the 
team comes together and does what 
they are capable of, we’ve got a 
chance to get to December and play 
at Cowboys Stadium,” Jones said.

The state championship games 
are played at AT&T Stadium in 
mid-December.

Offense
The Bearcats entered the season 

with a pair of key components offen-
sively as spectators. Junior running 
back Ray Guillory had surgery on 
his injured knee in late December, 
and while he’s been practicing, 
Jones said he was limited to no-
contact drills.

“I think they (doctors) are want-
ing a full nine months recovery 
before contact,” Jones said.

Guillory moved to Aledo after 
leading Mansfield Lake Ridge in 
rushing as a freshman. Last season 
for the Bearcats, despite missing 
several games — including the state 
championship — he rushed 145 
times for 1,207 yards (8.3 average) 
with a team-leading 17 touchdowns. 
He also caught 10 passes for 175 
yards and four more touchdowns, 
with his 21 total TD also leading 
the team.

“We’re waiting on him to be full-
strength. We will have to limit him 
when he does come back,” Jones 
said. “Doing your workouts all sum-
mer is different than carrying the 
ball five or six times a game.”

Also out as the season began was 
senior lineman Payton Williams, 
recovering from a broken fibula.

“They’re out there running, but 
if there is contact, they come out,” 
Jones said.

That leaves the only returning 
starter expected to take the field 
when the team traveled to Denton 
Guyer to open the season being 
junior wide receiver Kaydon Finley 
(39 catches, 602 yards, 6 TD), who 
is adjusting to a new position. Jones 
said that while he is still a wideout, 
he will also be in the slot more.

“We’re trying to find more ways 
to get the ball to Kaydon,” Jones 
said.

With Guillory limited, junior 
running back Kaden Winkfield (73 
carries, 449 yards, 5 TD) is likely to 
get more carries. Also, senior Ben 
McElree, better known for his line-
backing skills, will get some time in 
the backfield, Jones said.

“It’ll be kind of like (Davhon) 
Keys last year. We’re expecting early 
for him to get six to eight carries a 
game,” Jones said.

Keys, an all-state player who is 
now at LSU as a linebacker, often 
ran out of a Wildcat package, espe-
cially near the goal line. Last season 
he rushed 36 times for 226 yards 
and 16 touchdowns.

Sophomore Jeremiah Johnson is 
also expected to be in the backfield 
mix, Jones said.

Joining Finley in the receiving 
corps will be junior Blake Burdine 
(13 catches, 218 yards, 3 TD), 
along with junior Lincoln Tubbs, 

with senior Kaden Callaway also 
involved.

At tight end, Jones noted plen-
ty of options, including seniors 
Thaddeus Keller, Waldron Byars 
and Roman Jeffries, along with 
juniors Skylar Kirk and Kade 
Coulson.

“There have been years when 
we tried to create a tight end, but 
this year we have more than we’ve 
ever had,” Jones said. “The luxury 
is we can get into some two tight 
end sets.”

The guy throwing the ball to 
them will be junior Gavin Beard. As 
backup to all-stater  Hauss Hejny, 
now at TCU, Beard was accurate, 
completing 73 percent of his passes 
(45-of-62) for 517 yards with two 
touchdowns and two interceptions.

“Gavin has looked really good. 
He’s throwing to the right places, 
not trying to force things,” Jones 
said.

Likely backups are senior 
Colby Smith and sophomore Nash 
McElree.

Blocking for them all will, of 
course, be Williams at left tackle/
left guard when he returns. Also on 
the line at various times are expect-
ed to be senior right tackle Cody 
Cartwright, senior guard Chase 
Anderson, junior center/guard/
tackle Ryan Campbell (played three 
quarters in the 51-8 state champi-
onship game win over Smithson 
Valley), junior left tackle/guard 
Kruger Summers, sophomore guard 
Omari Din-Mbuh, sophomore 
guard/center Grant Forman.

Jones said the average size of 
around 255-260 pounds is “Not 
huge, but good.”

“We have a lot of working piec-
es on the O-line, some question 
marks, but several options,” he said.

Defense
“The defensive line is, right now, 

really the strength of our team,” 
Jones said. “We’ve got four to rotate 
at defensive tackle and four more at 
defensive end.”

Starters back from last season 
on the line are junior end Carson 
Dempsey (25.5 tackles, 5 sacks, 
10 tackles for loss), junior tackle 
Decker Sanders (30 tackles, 2 sacks, 
6.5 tackles for loss) and senior tack-
le Jaxon Richter (12 tackles, 2.5 
tackles for loss).

“We’re going to be able to keep 
them fresh, opponents won’t have a 
tired defensive line to push around,” 
Jones said.

Ben McElree is returning for his 
senior season as starting linebacker, 
having posted 42 tackles, including 
8.5 for loss with two forced fumbles 
and a sack.

Also at tackle will be senior 
Talan Foreman (20.5 tackles) and 
sophomore Tymon Meeks, a move-
in from All-Saints.

Junior Cooper Cyphers (11.5 
tackles, 2 sacks, 4.5 tackles for 
loss, 2 forced fumbles, intercep-
tion returned 49 yards), who missed 
much of last season with a broken 
hand, is set to return at end. Seniors 
Brody Adams (13 tackles, 4 tackles 
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TENNIS

Racquet Cats ready for another run
By Kelly Dishman
Special to The Community News

The Aledo Racquet Cats are 
used to winning district champi-
onships and advancing to regional 
competition.

In the fall they do this regularly in 
team tennis. In the spring, when the 
focus is more on individual play, they 
consistently send players to regional 
competition.

Given the returning talent among 
both the girls and boys, there is plen-
ty of reason for optimism again in 
2024-25. They return nine girls and 
six boys from last season.

Back for the girls are Elli Kate 
Bussmeir, Sydney Byrd, McKinley 
Hayes, Gracie Heydman, Eleanor 
Jack, Patrice Loftin, Natalie 
Nawrocki, Bryanna Orr and Lila 
Satterfield. Seniors are Bussmeir, 
Heydman, Jack, Loftin and Orr.

Satterfield qualified for spring 
regionals with the now-graduated 
Kenley Germany. Bussmeier, like-
wise, qualified for regionals in mixed 
doubles with Scott Mason, who grad-
uated. Orr qualified in singles.

Returning boys include Francois 
Britz, Casen Freeland, Jacob 
Heckathorn, Ben Kurth, Paxton 
Psencik and Tom Ruminsky. Britz 
and Heckathorn are seniors. 

Heckathorn and Loftin qualified 
for regionals in mixed doubles.

KRISTIN MORALES/MEMORABLE MOMENTS

The Aledo High School varsity tennis team.

VOLLEYBALL

Ladycats gear up for season
By Geoff Heppes
The Community News

The reigning District 5-5A 
champion Aledo Ladycats are set to 
defend that title this season.

Last season, the Ladycats (34-
9, 11-1) swept through the district 
competition after dropping their 
first league contest at home to 
Northwest in straight sets. Aledo’s 
impressive 11-game winning streak 
saw the Ladycats drop only four 
total sets in that duration and the 
momentum carried over into the 
postseason.

It was the 33rd consecutive sea-
son Aledo has reached the playoffs 
dating to 1991, according to the 
website theathleticsdepartment.
com. This includes four trips to the 
state tournament, the most recent 
being in 2017, the first season under 
current head coach Claire Gay. 
They reached the state champion-
ship match in 2012, highlighting 
Kathy Goings’ many seasons at the 
helm.

Last postseason Aledo rolled 
past Fort Worth North Side 25-2, 
25-9 and 25-10 before running 
into a strong, experienced Birdville 
squad. In that area round matchup, 
Aledo emerged victorious in five 
sets (21-25, 25-15, 25-17, 23-25 and 
15-9). 

Aledo’s strong 2023 season came 
to a close against the then-defend-
ing champion Colleyville Heritage 
Lady Panthers in a four-set slugfest 
(22-25, 25-19, 24-26 and 18-25).

Aledo lost star outside hit-
ter Vivian Parker to graduation in 

May as she begins her next chap-
ter as a collegiate athlete, playing 
volleyball for the Missouri Lady 
Tigers. However, Aledo will boast 
tremendous frontline experience 
with returning seniors Kinley Elms, 

Haley Lowe, Ella Isbell, and junior 
outside hitter Alyssa Todd. 

The Ladycats will have upper-
classmen leadership on the back 
end as well, led by senior setter 
Ava Reding, along with junior set-
ter Sophia Frank, senior defensive 

specialist Logyn Denbow, junior 
libero Ella Meador, and senior 
defensive specialist Morgan Estevez.

Aledo’s predistrict success enter-
ing this week included winning the 
championship of the prestigious 
Arlington Classic.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Kinley Elms blocks a Weatherford kill attempt and Ella Isbell plays aggressive defense at the net in a scrimmage 
against Weatherford last season. Both Ladycats return to the 2024 team.

RYAN WADE/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Outside hitter, Alyssa Todd soars 
through the air for a spike during 
the Ladycat varsity volleyball match.

https://www.community-news.com/stories/racquet-cats-ready-for-another-run,91851
https://www.community-news.com/stories/ladycats-tca-and-weatherford-gear-up-for-season,89372
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CROSS COUNTRY

Runners primed for state return
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

Last season was believed to be 
a first for the Aledo cross country 
program. While known throughout 
the state, it seems that never before 
had they qualified both girls and 
boys for the state meet.

In 2023 they did just that. In 
fact, the Ladycats finished second in 
the state and have almost the entire 
team returning in 2024.

Meanwhile, the Bearcats have 
lots of talent back to join the girls 
in making another run  — no pun 
intended  — for state.

“Our tradition stems from the 
kids and their work ethic,” head 
coach Mike Pinkerton said. “We 
have set the bar very high, and these 
athletes are up to the challenge.”

Pinkerton’s program is nothing 
short of dominant. The Bearcats 
have won five straight district 
championships and the Ladycats 
have won four of the past five.

In fact, last season the Bearcats 
junior varsity posted a perfect score 
at district with having the top five 
individual finishers. It was the sec-
ond time in the season they did 
such.

Leading the Ladycats’ return-
ing contingent from state are 
sophomore Micah Neal and junior 
Molly Garrison, who were sev-
enth and 12th individually at state 
last season. Also, junior Madison 
Larson was 22nd, and junior Sofia 
Brandenburg and Mykel Murry 
were 48th and 49th.

Sophomore Mayden Mitchell 
also ran at state and was 124th.

The Bearcats will be led by 
three—time state competitor Jack 
Fink, who still has one of the oddest 
and most interesting stories of any 
runner anywhere. As a freshman, 
he was hit by a deer while running 
in practice, hospitalizing him. He 
returned to compete with the team, 
then returned individually in 2022 
and back with the team a year ago, 
placing 20th individually.

Junior Dominick Barrera is back 
after placing 107th at state in 2023, 
as are senior Luke Schabel (112th) 
and sophomore Tyler Connelly 
(117th).

As usual, the Bearcats and 
Ladycats will compete in a tough 
schedule throughout the regular 
season.

“We have a tough schedule, but 
you don’t improve unless you are 
pushed. The meets we are going to 
will do just that,” Pinkerton said.

The league has changed for 
Aledo this season. Gone from 5-5A 
are Justin Northwest and Wichita 
Falls Rider. They were replaced by 
Saginaw Chisholm Trail and Keller 
Fossil Ridge, the latter having 
dropped down from Class 6A.

Also in the district still is peren-
nial toughie Granbury, along with 
returners Azle, Saginaw, and White 
Settlement Brewer.

“Our district is always competi-
tive,” Pinkerton said. “We also have 
two new teams in the district, so we 
will need to be prepared.”

Our tradition stems from the kids and their work ethic. We have 
set the bar very high, and these athletes are up to the challenge.

Mike Pinkerton

“
GOLF

Bearcats, Ladycats have strong potential again
By Jim Zimmermann
The Community News

Once again, the boys and girls 
golf programs at Aledo High School 
appear strong with the potential to 
do great things, noted head coach 
Brian Mourning, who is entering his 
third season at the helm.

Top returning players for the 
boys are junior Braden Stokes, who 
advanced to the Class 5A State 
Tournament this past spring. Also 
returning after regional experience 
this past season for the Bearcats 
are senior Ethan Elmore and junior 
Gavin Beard.

Back for the Ladycats, who also 
advanced to regionals as a team, are 
juniors Emily Crick and Harper Price, 
along with senior Reagan Gilliland.

Both the Bearcats and Ladycats 
continued a long tradition of winning 
District 5-5A last season.

Also, since the season is so long, 
players must be able to step up and 
give the team a level of consistency, 
Mourning stated. 

Aledo will compete in District 
5-5A again this season, joining Azle, 
Fort Worth Chisholm Trail, Granbury, 
Keller Fossil Ridge, Saginaw, and 
White Settlement Brewer. Gone are 
Northwest and Wichita Falls Rider, 
replaced by Chisholm Trail and Fossil 

Ridge, which dropped down from 
6A.

“Not sure what the new teams in 
the district will bring, but we can’t 
control that,” Mourning said. “We 
can only control what we do. Top 
competition? Granbury always has 
several kids that can play and are 
well-coached.”

Aledo has established itself as 
one of the best golf programs in the 
state with both team and individu-
al accomplishments over the years. 
Mourning said the players take pride 
in keeping that tradition strong year 
after year.

“The tradition is a gesture to the 
type of kid that we have here,” he 
said. “These kids are constantly try-
ing to find ways to get better. I’m just 
happy to be a part of what they are 
trying to accomplish.”

While district, regionals and state 
aren’t until the spring, Mourning 
said the fall is crucial in preparing 
for when those arrive.

“The fall is important because it 
allows the kids the opportunity to get 
out and work on their game. It also 
helps establish a routine that they 
can carry into the spring season,” he 
said. “We’re looking forward to the 
year and watching the kids get better 
every day.”

These kids are constantly trying to find ways to get better. I’m  
just happy to be a part of what they are trying to accomplish.

Brian Mourning

“

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Molly Garrison and Jack Fink will return for the Ladycats’ and Bearcats’ cross country teams.

BBeeaa  ccaa  ss  LLiivvee!!

Keep up with the game wherever you are!
BEARCATSLIVE.COM

https://www.community-news.com/stories/runners-primed-for-state-return,91846
https://www.community-news.com/stories/bearcats-ladycats-golf-teams-have-strong-potential-again,91738


B4  September 6, 2024  THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Moritz Chevrolet · Chrysler · Jeep 
Loop 820 & Hwy 580 (Camp Bowie West) · 817-696-2000  Moritz Kia · 8501 I-30 · 817-560-6000

Good Luck Bearcats!Good Luck Bearcats!

for loss, fumble recovery for TD) 
and Jacob McIntire (9.5 tackles, 2 
tackles for loss) will also likely see 
time there.

“All those guys could go pretty 
much anywhere in the state and 
start. There are lots of really good 
football players there,” Jones said.

Joining McElree at linebacker 
will be senior Owen Henderson 
(22.5 tackles) and junior Chase 
Wilburn (24.5 tackles, 2.5 tackles 
for loss, interception returned 48 
yards for a TD, started a couple 
games) and junior Kutter Harrell 
(16.5 tackles, tackle for loss, fumble 
recovery).

The Bearcats are replacing their 
entire starting defensive backfield. 
At cornerback will be seniors Kai 
Taylor and Adrian Fuller, with 
sophomore Alex Patton and fresh-
man Jordan Hall.

Safety will feature some strong 
competition, Jones said. Seniors 
Cory Tilly (9.5 tackles) and Jaylen 
Powell-Willis (9.5 tackles) will join 
juniors Lamel Swanson in the battle 
to replace five graduated seniors 
from 2023.

Special teams
Senior Cole Crawford is back 

at kicker with two years of var-
sity experience. Last season he was 
72-of-74 on extra points and 7-of-11 
on field goals for a total of 93 points.

Junior Pierce Ling returns as 
punter. On 13 kicks last season he 
averaged 36.5 yards with a long kick 
of 65 yards.

Junior Kade Coulson will do the 
deep snapping. Jones also noted 
that junior Peyton Shaffer also has 
a strong leg.

District
The Bearcats will take a nation-

al-record 119-game district winning 
streak into league play this season. 
They haven’t lost a district game 
since 2007, when they started 0-2.

They will be tested mightily to 
keep that streak alive. District 3-5A 
Division I includes three of the 
state’s top seven teams.

The Bearcats are ranked No. 1 
by Dave Campbell’s Texas Football 
and Denton Ryan is No. 2. Richland 
comes in at No. 7.

“This is the toughest district in 
5A,” Jones said. “Ryan is the real 
deal. They were young last year with 
a lot of juniors and sophomores. 
They’ll be a test for us, in district 
and playoffs. And Richland is load-
ed as well.”

Last season in Aledo, Ryan over-
came a 17-0 deficit to take a 19-17 
advantage into the game’s final 
moments before Hejny broke free 
for a long run and the game-win-
ning TD.

The Bearcats host Ryan on Oct. 
4 and host Richland on Oct. 25.

FOOTBALL
from page one

We’re going to be able to keep them fresh,  
opponents won’t have a tired defensive line to push around

ROBBY JONES

“

KRISTIN MORALES/MEMORABLE MOMENTS

Aledo Bearcat Junior Varsity Team

BRELEIGH MAYER/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Kaden Winkfield (21) carries the ball in the season opener.

BRELEIGH MAYER/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Gavin Beard, shown in the season opener at Denton Guyer, will 
call the signals for the Bearcats this season.

KRISTIN MORALES/MEMORABLE MOMENTS

Defensive end Cooper Cyphers (42) applies pressure during the 
Guyer game.
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Greatness 
at a glance
Here’s a look at some of the major 
accomplishments of the Aledo 
Bearcats football team.
• State championships: 1998, 

2009, 2010, 2011, 2013, 2014, 
2016, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2022 
and 2023. 

• Eleven state championships in 15 
seasons with another state finals 
appearance and a state semifi-
nals appearance.

•  Every freshmen class that has 
come to Aledo High School since 
2006 has at least one state foot-
ball championship.

•  Only team in Texas high school 
football history to three-peat as 
state champions twice in 2009-
11 and 2018-20.

• One of only three programs in 
the nation to go 16-0 five times, 
doing so in 2010, 2013, 2016, 
2018 and 2023. Only Southlake 
Carroll (8) and Celina (5) have 
also done so.

• District winning streak of 119 
games, a national record that 
dates to 2007, when they ironi-
cally started league play 0-2.

•  Sixteen consecutive district 
championships from 2008 to 
current.

•  A streak of 28 straight seasons in 
which they have won at least one 
playoff game dating to 1996.

•  A record of 216 wins and 14 
losses since 2009, an average of 
less than one loss per season.

• No back-to-back seasons without 
a state championship since 2007 
and 2008 seasons.

• The 2013 team scored 1,026 
points, more than any other team 
at any level and is the only team 
ever to score more than 1,000 
points in a season, outscoring 
their opponents by an average 
of 64-9.

•  Six of Aledo’s offenses since 2011 
are ranked in the top 100 highest-
scoring high school offenses of 
all time, 2013, first, 1,026 points; 
2011, 16th, 885; 2016, 26th, 855; 
2019, 52nd, 815; 2018, 62nd, 
809; 2023, 82nd, 797.

•  Scored in 299 straight games 
dating to 2003. That season they 
were last shut out, 17-0 by Denton 
Ryan, in the state quarterfinals.

•  Haven’t had back-to-back sea-
son-opening losses since 1990 
and 1991 seasons.

•  Up to this season’s opening loss 
at Denton Guyer, the Bearcats 
rode a 30-game win streak, sec-
ond longest in school history. The 
2016-17 teams won 31 straight 
and the 2009-10 teams won 
29 in a row. The ‘16-17 streak 
was ended with a 20-19 loss to 
College Station in the state cham-
pionship game. The ‘09-10 streak 
came to an end in a 48-47 loss to 
Stephenville in the opening game 
of the 2011 season.

BRELEIGH MAYER/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Team captais are Gavin Beard (5), Kaydon Finley (2),  Ben McElree (22) and Ownn Henderson (0)

KRISTIN MORALES/MEMORABLE MOMENTS

Raycine Guillory is expected to have a great season in the backfield.
BRELEIGH MAYER/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Aledo always travels well, with a large contingent of fans.

KRISTIN MORALES/MEMORABLE MOMENTS

Aledo Bearcat Freshmen Team
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VOLLEYBALL

Lady Eagles aim for resurgent season
Off to solid start
By Geoff Heppes
The Community News

The Trinity Christian Academy 
Lady Eagles volleyball team is 
aiming to build on the positive tra-
jectory of the program from last 
year and are making quality strides 
towards continued success.

The volleyball program returns 
five seniors and second-year head 
coach, Katherine Mullen, to the 
fray after putting together a 17-15 
overall record with a 5-7 mark 
in TAPPS district play last sea-
son. These win totals were both 
improvements from the 2022 

season with a four-win improve-
ment in the district win column 
from 2022 to 2023.

Leading returning play-
ers for the Lady Eagles include 
middle blocker Micah Breisch, a 
2023 second-team all-district 

selection; libero JulieAnne Hart, 
a 2023 honorable mention all-
district selection; outside hitter 
Addison Shoppach, another hon-
orable mention all-district pick; 
outside hitter Emily Ickert, who 
is returning from injury a season 

ago; setter and defensive specialist 
Rylie Reeder; setter and right side 
hitter Anna Nelson and right side 
hitter Taylor Gilliam.

Trinity is already off to a solid 
start to the 2024 season and is aim-
ing for lofty goals.

“The 2024 team has already 
achieved success at the Fort Worth 
Christian PIT Tournament as Silver 
Bracket champions,” assistant coach 
Chris Dorrell said. 

Their early season success also 
included wins over public schools 
Lancaster and Dallas South Oak 
Cliff in the Pantego Christian 
Tournament.

The Lady Eagles are looking to 
finish near the top of the district 
standings and are vying to snap 
a five-year playoff drought if they 
clinch this season. If the drought 
ends, Trinity looks to relish the 
opportunity and is optimistic about 
making a deep run.

The 2024 team has already achieved success at the Fort Worth 
Christian PIT Tournament as Silver Bracket champions.

Chris Dorrell

“

TRINITY CHRISTIAN ACADEMY

The Trinity Christian Lady Eagles are looking to continue an upward trajectory this season.

Fall Sports
Preview
TCA 2024 SEASON

https://www.community-news.com/stories/lady-eagles-aim-for-resurgent-volleyball-season,91740
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FOOTBALL

Eagles eager to take next step on gridiron
By Geoff Heppes
The Community News

After being limited to one win 
in each of the 2022 and 2023 sea-
sons, the Trinity Christian Academy 
Eagles football team is eager to 
continue to compete at a high level 
while being in a position to succeed 
with experienced players returning 
on both sides of the ball.

“Our main goal is to compete 
better each week and put ourselves 
in a position to be successful,” head 
coach Cody McKenzie said. “The 
last couple of years have been trying 
with young players and a limited 
roster. This year we have grown 
in size and numbers. Our young 
players are upperclassmen with two 
varsity seasons under their belt. We 
have added a few to the roster that 
have made an instant impact on 
this team.”

Some of those impact players 
include Canaan Kaznowski, who will 
be the team’s quarterback while also 
playing defensive back. MCKenzie 
said Kaznowski is a dynamic athlete 
who is making plays with his arm 
and feet. Skill players helping him 
make it happen include Pearson 
Kuykendall, Braxton Lewis, Owen 
Coates, Hank Nash, Patrick Gullatt, 
and Marshall Hughes.

In the trenches, Rhyder Dawson, 
Kadin James, Matthew Nester, 

Max Johnson, Micah Harless, and 
Brogan Chapman are expected to 
play a major role this season and 
the Eagles will be relying on them 
to clear the way.

“We are a much more physical 
team this season,” McKenzie said. 
“Our players have busted their tails 
since the offseason getting stronger 
and tougher both physically and 
mentally. Staying healthy will be a 
vital factor in our success, but the 
improvements made in the offsea-
son have led to a much improved 
team on the field.”

TCA will return between five 
and seven starters on each side of 
the ball, according to McKenzie. 
Furthermore, the Eagles aim to 
up their scoring average from nine 
points per game and to lower their 
defensive average of 27 points per 
game from a season ago.

The team’s motto this year is 
“TOUGH,” which McKenzie said 
stands for being tough mentally, 
physically and spiritually based on 
scripture from 2 Corinthians 4:8-
9, which will be needed to fuel the 
team’s impact in the win column.

“Each week the goal is to be 1-0,” 
McKenzie said. “The players are 
ready, they are holding each other 
accountable.”

Our players have busted their tails since the offseason getting 
stronger and tougher both physically and mentally.

Cody McKenzie

“
TRINITY CHRISTIAN ACADEMY

Pearson Kuykendall (9) and Micah Harless (56) are among the returning players for Trinity Christian Academy 
this season.

PHOTOS BY DAVID NESTOR
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Stroud Pediatric Dentistry
Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C. and Michael Ball, D.D.S., P.L.L.C.

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101 • Aledo/Willow Park
Ofc:817-441-2425 • Fax: 817-441-2491

www.brushflosswin.com

Fall Athletics
Good Luck Atex trAsh 

service

Providing excellent  
service for those  

outside the city limits

Weekly service:  
$40 Per month

Locally owned and  
operated since 2010

tim green:  
817-344-8464 

WWW.atextrash.com

https://www.community-news.com/stories/eagles-eager-to-take-next-step-on-gridiron,91739


B8  September 6, 2024  THE COMMUNITY NEWS

14 LOCATIONS PLUS 2 ATM
LOCATIONS ACROSS TEXAS

!

Banking That 
Builds Communities.

GET MORE OUT 
OF BANKING BY 
FOLLOWING US

ON SOCIAL

go2fbt.com

14 LOCATIONS PLUS 2 ATM
LOCATIONS ACROSS TEXAS

!

Banking That 
Builds Communities.

GET MORE OUT 
OF BANKING BY 
FOLLOWING US

ON SOCIAL

go2fbt.com

14 LOCATIONS PLUS 2 ATM
LOCATIONS ACROSS TEXAS

!

Banking That 
Builds Communities.

GET MORE OUT 
OF BANKING BY 
FOLLOWING US

ON SOCIAL

go2fbt.com

14 LOCATIONS PLUS 2 ATM
LOCATIONS ACROSS TEXAS

!

Banking That 
Builds Communities.

GET MORE OUT 
OF BANKING BY 
FOLLOWING US

ON SOCIAL

go2fbt.com 14 LOCATIONS PLUS 2 ATM
LOCATIONS ACROSS TEXAS

!

Banking That 
Builds Communities.

GET MORE OUT 
OF BANKING BY 
FOLLOWING US

ON SOCIAL

go2fbt.com

14 LOCATIONS PLUS 2 ATM
LOCATIONS ACROSS TEXAS

!

Banking That 
Builds Communities.

GET MORE OUT 
OF BANKING BY 
FOLLOWING US

ON SOCIAL

go2fbt.com

KRISTIN MORALES/MEMORABLE MOMENTS

The Aledo Bearcat Regiment will be on the field at halftime and providing music and cheers during games, in addition to their busy contest schedule.

KRISTIN MORALES/MEMORABLE MOMENTS

The Aledo Varsity Cheerleaders
KRISTIN MORALES/MEMORABLE MOMENTS

Aledo Varsity Dance Team

Varsity Cheerleaders and Varsity Dance Team

Aledo Bearcat Regiment




