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ENTERTAINMENT
Ranch Rodeo
merges music,
food, Western
tradition
Murphey, Hooker to

headline music

By Christopher Amos
The Community News

There are few things more
Texan than country roots music,
barbecue, and western traditions,
and all will be plentiful at the 20th
annual Parker County Sheriff’s
Posse Ranch Rodeo. Packed into
two days, Friday, Sept. 13 and
Saturday, Sept. 14, fans of all ages
can experience Native American
culture, chuckwagon food, wagon
races, evenings of western swing
and roots country music, and tra-
ditional ranch-style rodeo.

Ranch Rodeo is different,
featuring traditional ranch com-
petition not seen at common
Professional Rodeo Cowboys
Association events. Fans can
watch ranch-style bronc riding,
stray gathering, trailer-loading
competition, and bison bronc rid-
ing. Native American exhibits and
entertainment is scheduled for
both days.

Friday will begin with Native
American performances and
exhibits at 9:30 a.m. Rodeo com-
petitions and performances will
start at 7:30 p.m.The evening will
close with a concert by multi-
award winning Michael Martin
Murphy at 10 p.m. Murphey, who
has six gold albums, finished a
string of summer concerts at his
Rocking 3M Chuckwagon Ranch
in Red River, New Mexico plus five
concerts in four states the week
leading up to his show in Parker
County.

“We are going to do almost
entirely old fashioned cowboy
music and some of my country hits
like ‘Wildfire’ and ‘What’s Forever
For,” Murphey said while on the
road between concerts. “I'm going
to really emphasize songs from my
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If it's September, that means one thing. Football has started at area high schools. These young people
were decked out to show their support for the Bearcats last week in Denton.
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WEATHERFORD ISD

Board adopts
tax rate,
approves

budget

Bond debt defeased

By Rick Mauch
The Community News

The Weatherford School District
Board of Trustees approved a new
tax rate and budget for the 2024-25
fiscal year at a special meeting on
Thursday, Aug. 29.

The tax rate was set at $1.0342,
a slight decrease from $1.0365. The
district has now lowered the tax
rate by 43.5 cents combined over
the past nine years, district officials
noted.

Turn to WISD, page A3
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Krier making history in New York

Oldest model in
a Marc Defang

fashion show

By John English

The Community News

In the world of beauty pag-
eants, it’s typically the mother
supporting, guiding and cheering
on her daughter as she navigates
the challenges faced by pageant
contestants.

In the Krier household, it’s the
other way around.

DeeAnna Krier, 63, will make
history on Sept. 7 when she
becomes the oldest model ever to
walk the runway of a Marc Defang
fashion show at the Hard Rock
Hotel in New York City at Times
Square.

The Weatherford woman said
her acceptance into the show is
a culmination of a process that
began about five years ago.

“We met Marc back then, and
I kept seeing that he had these
shows in New York,” Krier said.
“I would message him and say,
‘Hey, you need another model?’
He didnt really notice me that
much, and I didn’t really push it,
because it was such a challeng-
ing time to fly. Everything was
so challenging, so I didn’t really
push it, and I didn’t really get a
response from him.

“But every year, I just kind
of mentioned it, half-heartedly
at first, because I knew I wasn’t
ready. So this year, I messaged
him and said, ‘Hey, do you need
more women to walk in your pag-
eant?” And he said yes. So then I
really pursued it heavily”

Krier said she sent Defang
more messages and pictures,
admittedly probably more than
Defang wanted, and then she
waited.

“I eventually told my husband
I didn’t think I was going to be

selected,” Krier said. “I had seen all
these other women being selected,
and then one of my sister-queens
in the Dr. World productions,
Dominique, got accepted. She
lives in Washington DC, and she
is a doctor. She told me T got
accepted, and I was all sad and
blue. My husband told me ‘T don’t
know, I just feel like you're going
to get picked. Just settle down,
you're going to get picked.”

Getting the call

At 9 o’clock on a Monday night
Krier got the call inviting her to
participate in the show, and she
said she could hardly sleep.

Turn to KRIER, page A3

COURTESY OF DEEANNA KRIER

DeeAnna Krier of Weatherford will
make history Saturday, Sept. 7
when, at age 63, she becomes the
oldest woman to compete in the
Marc Defang fashion show in New
York City.

WEATHERFORD

Council looking to move ahead on budget

By Jim Zimmerman
The Community News

Dawn Brooks, Chief Financial
Officer for the City of Weatherford,
addressed the council and many
residents Tuesday, Aug. 27, with
a detailed supplemental proposal
for the City of Weatherford’s 2025
budget.

On Aug. 13, City Manager
James Hotopp submitted the
proposed budget, which included
revenue projections and expen-
diture plans for the coming
fiscal year This budget will raise
more from property taxes than
last year’s budget by $141,965, or
0.95%. Of that amount, $242,112
is tax revenue to be raised from

new property added to the tax roll
this year, beginning Oct. 1, 2024
and ending Sept. 30, 2025.
Residents are welcome to
attend and provide feedback on the
proposed budget, which is sched-
uled to be adopted on Sept. 10.

Tax rate

The proposed tax rate for the
coming fiscal year is $0.39842
per $100 valuation. This is a
slight decrease from the current
$0.39900.

Just as with the budget, a pub-
lic hearing must be scheduled for
the new tax rate. The hearing be
Sept. 10, with a vote to adopt the
rate following the hearing.

Upgrade in
cyber security

Diana Allen, Director of
Human Resources, presented a
report on how cyber security has
been the focal point of concern for
all government agencies.

She noted the City of
Weatherford recognizes the need
for comprehensive cyber secu-
rity coverage to protect its digital
assets, infrastructure, and sensi-
tive data. The city has had coverage
with the Texas Municipal League
Intergovernmental Risk Pool since
2016. This is an updated cover-
age structure and a contribution
increase.

The financial impact is $1,875
per year, representing a $1,400
yearly increase compared to the
previous agreement. The proposed
amount will be covered in the
FY25 budget without significant
impact, officials noted.

Mayor recognizes WFFA
for its 75th anniversary.

Weatherford Mayor Paul
Paschal read a proclamation con-
gratulating television station
WFAA on its upcoming milestone
anniversary. He recognized the
Dallas-based station on turning 75
on Sept. 17, thanking them for serv-
ing Weatherford and North Texas.
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A 26-page report from the
Texas Comptroller concludes that
the state needs 306,000 addition-
al homes, a shortage that has sent
housing costs soaring, The Texas
Tribune reported. Homebuilding
hasn’t kept up with the booming
economy as millions of new resi-
dents have moved here over the
past decade, leaving more than
half of the state’s homeowners and
renters struggling to find and keep
affordable housing.

“Is it a crisis today? I wouldn’t
call it a crisis,” Comptroller Glenn
Hegar told The Tribune. “But if we
don’t find some more solutions,
were going to be in a crisis.”

Gov. Greg Abbott, Lt. Gow.
Dan Patrick and House Speaker
Dade Phelan have each indicated
that addressing the state’s housing
affordability issues will be on law-
makers’ agenda when they return
in January for the next legislative
session.

One suggestion drawing atten-
tion is reducing minimum lot
size requirements. A bill to do so
passed the Texas Senate last year
but died in the Texas House.

Median home prices in Texas
rose nearly 40% from 2019 to
2023, the comptroller’s report
indicated. Nearly 2 out of 5 Texas
households are paying more than
30% of their income on housing.
Texas is one of the toughest states
for extremely low-income renters,
with a shortage of nearly 700,000
units, according to the National
Low Income Housing Coalition.

Capital Highlights
Comptroller: Hundreds of new homes needed to cut costs

More than 1 million
ineligible voters

stricken from rolls

Texas has removed more than
1 million people from the state’s
voter rolls, including people who
have moved out-of-state, have
died, or are noncitizens.

“Illegal voting in Texas will
never be tolerated. We will con-
tinue to actively safeguard Texans’
sacred right to vote while also
aggressively protecting our elec-
tions from illegal voting,” Gov. Greg
Abbott said, touting a 2021 legisla-
tive overhaul of election laws.

However, some election
experts point out both federal and
state law already required voter
roll maintenance and that thisis a
routine process.

“Year after year, people are
taken off the voting rolls for all
manner of innocuous reasons,’
said Sarah Xiyi Chen, an attorney
at the Texas Civil Rights Project.

Some watchdog groups are
questioning whether the state is
mistakenly removing voters it con-
siders “noncitizens.” In 2019, the
state flagged 95,000 voters identi-
fied as such. Many of them turned
out to be naturalized citizens, and
the secretary of state at the time
resigned, The Tribune reported.

The law that took effect in
2021 set new rules and penalties
for assisting voters. The measure
made it a felony for local officials to
proactively distribute applications
for mail-in ballots, gave partisan
poll watchers increased autonomy
inside polling places, and banned
local attempts to expand voting
hours and drive-through voting,
among other practices.

Record transportation
investment announced
The state plans to spend a
record $148 billion for transporta-
tion infrastructure over the next

decade, the Texas Department
of Transportation and Abbott
announced. That includes more
than $104 billion in a 10-year
transportation plan to improve
safety, address congestion and con-
nectivity, and maintain roadways.
It also includes more than $43
billion for development and rou-
tine maintenance — a $5.6 billion
increase from the previous year.

“With a booming population
and economy, TxDOT is meeting
the moment with a record invest-
ment in our state roadway system to
ensure Texas remains the preferred
destination for families and busi-
nesses,” said Texas Transportation
Commission Chairman J. Bruce
Bugg Jr.

Many of the projects in the
2025 Unified Transportation
Program are roadways noted on
the state’s most congested road-
ways list. TxDOT is overseeing a
record number of active projects
this year.

Regulators approve $5.4
billion in
gas plant loans

The Public Utilities
Commission has picked 17 compa-
nies to move forward with natural
gas power plants financed with
low-cost state loans, The Dallas
Morning News reported. PUC
commissioners approved $5.4 bil-
lion in proposals for plants capable
of generating enough electricity to
power 2.4 million homes.

The current $5 billion fund is
expected to double to $10 billion
as state leaders seek to address the
power blackouts of the 2021 winter
storm that killed more than 200
Texans.

PUC Executive Director Connie
Corona said regulators favored
power plant construction propos-
als that can be completed quickly,
are spread throughout the state,

and reduce strain on Texas’ elec-
tricity transmission network, The
News reported.

“The awardee must complete
a rigorous due diligence phase,
wherein they provide documenta-
tion similar to, you know, when
you apply for a mortgage,” Corona
said last week.

Hunters urged to
prevent wildfires

during dove season

Dove hunting season began
over the Labor Day weekend, and
hunters are urged to be mindful
of activities that could cause a
wildfire, officials with Texas A&M
Forest Service said. Hot and dry
conditions in August resulted in
increased wildfires in North and
Northwest Texas, with 281 wild-
fires burning 24,333 acres.

“Forecast rain will help to
decrease wildfire potential across
most of the state,” said Jared
Karns, Texas A&M Forest Service
interim fire chief. “We encour-
age everyone to be careful with
outdoor activities this holiday and
throughout the fall”

Vehicles, trailers and all-terrain
vehicles frequently used while
hunting and camping are capable
of inadvertently causing wildfires
through sparks, hot mufflers and
tow chains dragging along road-
ways. Nine of 10 wildfires are
caused by humans, according to the
forest service. Hunters are urged to
be aware of burn bans across the
state, which as of Sunday included
138 Texas counties. The bans cover
much of the state except for East
and Southeast Texas.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-
winning Texas journalist. He pub-
lished a number of community news-
papers in Texas during a 30-year
span, including in Longuview, Fort
Stockton, Nacogdoches, Lufkin and
Cedar Park. Email: gborders@tex-
aspress.com
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We're always on the lookout for story ideas.
To share one, call Randy Keck at 817-386-
1469 or email news@community-news.com.
Please provide the basic story information
as well as contact information.

We welcome letters, articles and guest
opinions from our readers. Opinions
expressed in this newspaper will be labeled
as opinions, editorials or letters, and do
not reflect the opinions of the ownership.
Letters should be signed, and limited to
approximately 300 words. All submissions
to the newspaper should include a tele-
phone number in case we have questions.
Letters are due by Monday at noon for that
week’s paper. Community announcements,
achievements and obituaries are due by
noon Friday for the following week’s paper.

Photos submitted should include names of
the people in the photograph.

The Community News does not charge for time-
ly wedding, engagement and birth announce-
ments provided they are of reasonable length.
Lengthy announcements will either be edited

to a reasonable length or, at the discretion of
the person submitting the announcement, be
charged a fee.

Look at 1t This Way

It’s one loss, Bearcats have been here betore

Rick Mauch

sports@community-news.com

To those used to winning, los-
ing, for lack of a better phrase,
sucks.

And in a place like Aledo,
where it occurs about as rarely
as the Dallas Cowboys reach the
Super Bowl, the impact is even
harder. After all, it’s only hap-
pened 16 times since 2008.

One of those rare times was
this past Friday in Denton. The
Bearcats’ 30-game winning streak,
the second longest in team history
— they could have tied the all-
time record with a win — came to
an end with a 35-30 loss to Guyer.

Aledo could have won the
game. Aledo should have won the
game. However, in another rare
instance, the Bearcats practically
gave it away for all intents and
purposes, all due respect to Guyer.

Before you go thinking this
column is an attack on all the
Bearcats did wrong, let me just
say that, yes, we will address
those mishaps. But they also did
a lot right and we'll get to that
momentarily.

And if anyone has followed
the Bearcats in any capacity over
the years, you don’t need to be
told there is plenty of good lying
ahead this season.

Not an ordinary night

The Wildcats took advan-
tage of the moment and played
inspired football once the door
was opened. That’s what good
teams do, and Guyer consistently
has a good team.

In fact, the Wildcats are one
of the very few teams that can
claim to have a lead in their series
against Aledo. Since they first met
in 2012, Guyer now leads 4-2.

Problem is, it’s usually the
Bearcats who are the ones capital-
izing on the opening and coming
away with the win. Case in point,
when they trailed Denton Ryan
late in the game last season at
Tim Buchanan Stadium, Hauss
Hejny saw a lapse in the Raiders
defense and raced more than
50 yards for the game-winning
touchdown in a 25-19 victory.

Last Friday night, however,
there was no such magic. Aledo
saw leads of 16-3, 23-16 and
30-23 slip away.

Expect some fixing

The main culprit against
Guyer was special teams. A punt
was blocked for a touchdown,
a kickoff was returned 83 yards
for a TD on the final play of the
first half, another punt went 11
yards and they missed a chip-shot
25-yard field goal.

Not since, well, a 44-14 home
loss to Guyer on Sept. 2, 2022 —
the Bearcats’ last loss before this
one — had Aledo had such an off
night for its special teams.

Not to leave those guys on
an island, let’s remember that
the defense gave up eight runs
of 10 yards or more, includ-
ing a 54-yard touchdown. The
offensive line allowed three quar-
terback sacks.

That said, trust me when I
say this was certainly more of
an aberration than the norm as
the team moves forward. Better
yet, trust Bearcats coach Robby
Jones, who said after the game
they don’t want to feel this way
again this season.

While I would never advocate
for betting on high school sports,
if I did I would wager a lot that
it's — pardon the pun — a good

bet they won't know this feeling
again anytime soon. Like a Tom
Hanks movie, when the Bearcats
take the field, odds are it’s going
to be an enjoyable experience —
well, unless you’re on or cheering
for the other team.

Lots of good things

Folks like to look for positives
in a loss. For example, at least
we didn’t get rained on or have
a lightning delay like they did in
the Weatherford game.

But seriously, the Bearcats
really do have a lot on which
to feel positive about as they
navigate through a tough sea-
son. Remember, they still have
the likes of Lancaster this week,
along with league games against
Ryan and Richland, all at home.

For starters, Ray Guillory is
back. The star running back was
expected to get at most around 10
carries. He finished with 22 car-
ries for 89 yards and a TD.

“He made the most of his car-
ries,” Jones said. “As the season
goes on he’ll get more involved.
He’s a big difference maker. Our
offense is going to be better when
he’s out there”

Guillory, a junior, has the tal-
ent to follow in the footsteps of
Jase McClellan, who went on to a
sterling career with the Alabama
Crimson Tide and is now on the
opening day roster for the Atlanta
Falcons in the NFL.

Then there’s his backup,
Kaden Winkfield, who carried 18
times for 85 yards, including a
beautiful TD run of 39 yards. It’s
easy to agree with Jones when he
said, “He’d be a No. 1 pretty much
anywhere else.”

Entering the game one of
the big question marks was how
much pressure could Aledo’s
defensive line — the most experi-
enced part of the team — put on
heralded Guyer quarterback and
University of Oklahoma commit

Kevin Sperry? The Bearcats
defense limited one of the nation’s
top high school signal callers to a
modest 12-0f-26 performance for
178 yards with an interception by
Adrian Fuller and a sack by Jacob
Mclntire.

“They put good pressure on
him,” Jones said.

Credit should also be given
to the all new Aledo secondary.
Sperry had two completions that
went for 41 and 49 yards, but
nothing else went for more than
18 yards — and let’s not overlook
those 14 incompletions.

Often in early season games,
particularly openers, penalties will
be a problem for teams, especially
teams lacking starting experience.
The Bearcats were only flagged
five times for 30 yards.

Likewise for holding onto the
ball. Aledo fumbled just once and
managed to retain control, along
with giving up an interception.

Meanwhile, the defense forced
three fumbles and recovered two
to go with an interception.

The Aledo offense also con-
verted six of 16 third-down
attempts and was 3-of-5 on
fourth-down attempts, while the
defense held Guyer to 2-of-10
and 1-of-2 in those categories.

Moving forward

Bottom line is Aledo has been
here before. After all, in seven of
their 12 state championship sea-
sons, they had at least one loss.
Heck, twice they even had two.

And in some of those seasons
they lost a lot worse than this
game. We mentioned the home
loss to Guyer in 2022, but also in
2011 they lost 62-35 at home to
Lake Travis and in 2014 they fell,
again at home, 42-7 to California
Bishop Amat.

In other words, a single game
does not a season make. No one
has proven more than the Aledo
football program.
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Cowboy Songs album that you
can dance to.”

Saturday, competition
will start at 10 a.m. and Jerry
Williams Memorial Youth Bronc
Riding will begin at 1 p.m. with
mutton busting for the youngest
cowgirls and cowboys. A chuck
wagon dinner will be served at
6 p.m. at $20 per plate. Music
entertainment during the meal
will be Rowdy Decker and
Friends.

Saturday will conclude with
more Native American perfor-
mances at 7 p.m. and the rodeo
championship at 7:30 p.m. Texas
swing artist Jake Hooker and
the Outsiders will coax rodeo
fans into dancing the night away
starting at 10 p.m. Hooker says

he appreciates the traditional
music acts Ranch Rodeo orga-
nizers choose.

“We are dance music, for
sure. We're not a typical 90s
country band but more like Bob
Wills, Texas swing, and Ray
Price,” Hooker added. “Whether
you are into rodeo or not, the
Ranch Rodeo is the kind of event
you want to take your family to.”

Murphy agrees with Hooker
about the importance of experi-
encing Western culture.

“You are going to want to
make it to both of our shows,
because Jake Hooker does a
phenomenal job on Western
swing,” Murphey added.
“Between our two shows we are
going to cover all the old time
cowboy music, Western swing,
and all the way up into the
modern era.”

Jake Hooker

Entry to all Friday activi-
ties and entertainment is $20
per person and Saturday events
are $30. Children aged 10 and
under are free. Tickets can be
purchased the day of the event
at the Parker County Sheriff’s
Posse rodeo arena, 2251 Mineral
Wells Hwy., or online before the
event at www.pcsp.net.

Ex-Students’ Association Banquet

The Aledo ISD Ex-Students Association will hold their banquet honoring the class of
1974 on Saturday, Sept. 21, at the Parker County Cowboy Church, 5050 FM 5 in Aledo.
Visitation will begin at 4:30 p.m. and the meal will be served at 6 p.m.

All ex-students of Aledo ISD are encouraged to attend. The cost will be $25, which covers
the meal, expenses, and $5 for dues. Reservations must be made by Sept.13.

To reserve a spot or for more information, send a note to Aledo Ex-Students’ Assn., P. O.
Box 737, Aledo, Texas 76008 or email June King at junefraserking@sbcglobal.net.

WISD
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The budget for the 2024-25 fiscal
year includes $122,311,412 in revenue
and $123,431,480 in expenditures for
a deficit of $1,120,268. In a time when
school districts all over the state are
battling financial challenges, Board
President Mike Guest praised the bud-
get and those who put it together.

“What an amazing job with cut,
cut, cut and finding ways to be effec-
tive,” Guest said.

‘I'm looking forward to putting
this budget to bed and beginning a
new year,” Assistant Superintendent of
Business and Operations Lori Boswell
said as she presented the final budget
to the board.

Within the new budget is a cut
in child nutrition services from
$1,669,960 to $871,344. Boswell
explained the reduction, stating the
2023-24 fiscal year included some
additional funding through such areas
as grants and federal programs that
are no longer available. As to wheth-
er they will become available again,
Boswell said it was better to adjust the
budget than take the chance.

“I'd always rather be low and be
surprised than be high and in a crisis,”
Boswell said.

Superintendent Beau Rees also had
praise for the budget, saying, “We still
have a very sound budget to educate
kids. It was not easy getting there.”

In addition, the board approved
the defeasement of the district’s debt
service by $11,100,000, reducing the
district’s overall debt obligations. Since
implementing a bond defeasance plan
in 2021, the district has realized a sav-
ings of more than $7 million.

“We work to make sure were con-
tinuing to save the community in
our budget,” Guest said, adding that
Weatherford is one of the lowest Class
6A bond indebted school districts in
Texas.

“We've got a lot of business people
on this board and you’ve got to run a
school district like a business,” Guest
said. “We continue to use our budget
for capital improvements so there’s not
a huge bill at the end””

Boswell said the Weatherford ISD has
not presented a bond election to the
public since 2015.

“We are proud to continue our track
record of responsible financial man-
agement while maintaining our
commitment to providing a high-qual-
ity education for all students,” Guest
added.

Rees stated that, overall, the goal is to
ensure that every dollar is maximized
for the benefit of students, while being
mindful of the community’s financial
burden.

“The board’s decision to lower the tax
rate and continue the bond defeasance
plan is a testament to their shared
commitment to fiscal responsibility
and being good stewards of taxpayer
dollars,” he said.

KRIER

from page Al

“The next day was also so excit-
ing and so frantic,” Krier said. “I
was like, ‘Oh my God! We're going
to New York!” and then I had to call
my brother who is a professional
photographer and ask if he was
coming with me. He lives in New
York, so I wanted to make sure he
was coming with us.

“I was sitting at my computer
and Marc Defang started messag-
ing me saying, ‘Do you realize what
an honor this is? You are 63, you
are the oldest woman I have ever
picked. I want you to be super proud
of this because it means something.
You should be so proud of yourself.”

Krier became emotional when
she received the news and said her
daughter Hannah was standing
right beside her.

It was in fact Hannah who ini-
tially drew Krier to compete.

“My daughter was in National
America Ms. in 2019 and went all
the way to nationals, and I had the
time of my life,” Krier said. “She did
really well, but she didn’t want to
do it again. I was like, ‘Please do it
again, and she was like, ‘No, mom,
but you know what, this is really for
you. You need to do what you can
do, like search it out.”

In 2020, Krier, whose family
owns Baker Ribs in Weatherford,
did start researching online, and
at the urging of her daughter she
made the jump.

“Remember, 2020 was a very
tough year,” Krier said. “Everyone
was sad, the lobby was closed, we
had a drive-thru that was open, but
overall it was sad. It was depressing,
and she said you need to do some-
thing that you love because you love
this. I had no idea that there were
hundreds of pageant systems for
every age of woman.

“Whether youre a toddler, or
even in Las Vegas, they have a

pageant where one contestant was
99. She came back every year just
for the joy of being in the pageant.
It kept her youthful.”

Krier said she competes for the
same reason.

“It’s the process that I just love,”
Krier said. “Not winning stings, yes,
but you keep on going because it’s
the thrill of the climb. It’s a thrill of
the work”

In her first pageant, Krier won
first runner-up, Ms. Photogenic and
Best in Social Media Community
Involvement.

Krier has also been named Ms.
Achievement North America, Ms.
Achievement World and received
the Dr. World Productions’ Ms.
Achievement Pageantry Spirit
Award.

Krier said receiving the honor
of walking for Defangs show in
September is humbling for her.

“It’s groundbreaking,” Krier said.
“It's history. It's so special because
I have dreamed about being in a

pageant since I was 7 years old living
in Fairfield, Nebraska where there are
500 people. When you are 7, 8 or 9
years old and living in a town so small,
you could only dream about this.”

The one thing that makes it even
better is getting to experience it
with her daughter.

“It is so amazing,” Krier said. “I
can’t even find the words. It gives
me chills every time I think about it.
The thing about her is she is kind of
shy and quiet, and she got an open
call letter that came in the mail with
an invitation to America National
Ms.. She said ‘Mom, I want to do
this. And I said, ‘What? You're quiet
and shy. She was even a little tom-
boyish and she said ‘No, I want to
do it.

“My husband and I said okay
and drove her all the way to a hotel
near DFW Airport. She went to that
open call and she was fantastic. So
for her to be able to go through that
whole process and for me to be able
to cheer her on is amazing. Now

COURTESY OF DEEANNA KRIER
DeeAnna Krier of Weatherford will
compete in the Marc Defang fash-
ion show in New York City.
she is like my pageant coach. She
teaches me how to walk and shows
me things. She helps me... and it’s
really special.”

(817) 259-1100 | www.cirranet.net

@ Cirra

HIGH SPEED INTERNET
SPEEDING IS ENCOURAGED

Soil Blends

* Compost & Mulches
* Rock & Sand Products

CLEAR FORK MATERIALS

Residential & Commercial

“Are you growing with us?”

* Topsoils & Custom

Serving North Texas
since 1986

Pick up or Delivery Available

800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD
ALEDO, TEXAS
HOURS: M-F 8-5 «SAT 8-2

FORT WORTH INC

817-441-7777

WWW.CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM

Our family
serving

your family
since 1908.

White's
) Luneral Home

130 Houston Ave. ®* Weatherford
817-596-4811

www.whitesfuneral.com
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TexSCAN Week of
Sept. 8-14, 2024

AUCTION

Developer Close-Out Auction Event, bidding ends
Sept. 17. Homesites in Ridge Lake Subdivision,
Livingston, TX, located just north of Houston. 35
premier homesites. Visit 7HAUCTIONS.COM or call
800-742-9165.

Three Development Site in Austin, TX, minutes from
UT Austin and downtown. Bankruptcy sale. Bid deadline
Oct. 7. 855-755-2300, HilcoRealEstateSales.com.

CHARITY

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup
and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car
Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today!

CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide
coverage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract,
no hidden fees and activation is free. All plans feature
unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For
more information, call 1-855-493-3803.

ENERGY

Backup power — peace of mind. Get a standard
warranty of 7 years, $849 value. Call 888-925-0261,
Briggs & Stratton Energy Solutions.

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a
generator. It’s a power move.

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath
or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time,
waving ALL installation costs! (Additional terms
apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. (Offer
ends 12/29/24.) Call 1-855-965-0841.

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus procedures.
Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount plan.
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

OIL & GAS RIGHTS

‘We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

WATER DAMAGE

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:
A small amount of water can lead to major damage
in your home. Our trusted professionals do complete
repairs to protect your family and your home’s value!
Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027. Have zip code of service
location ready when you call!

WANTED

LEGAL ASSISTANCE

Wesley Financial Group, LLC — Timeshare
Cancellation Experts. Over $50,000,000 in timeshare
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free informational
package and learn how to get rid of your timeshare!
Free consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. Call
855-501-6864.

Need Extra Cash — I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes
—Travel Trailers, Sth Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition — Old/New, Dirty
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title — No Problem, we
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network

200 Participating Texas Newspapers * Regional Ads

Start At $250 « Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We

urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

Legal Notice

The Aledo Independent School District (the District) is requesting
competitive sealed proposals for the following RFPs:

2410-14: Special Education Supplies, Materials, Equipment,
Software, Repair Services, and Student Services

2410-15: Fine Arts Supplies, Materials, Equipment, Software, and
Services

2410-16: Athletic Supplies, Materials, Equipment, Software, and
Services

Specifications for this project may be obtained on the District’s
electronic procurement system at https://aledoisd.ionwave.net/.
Proposals will be received until 3 PM CT on September 27, 2024.
Proposals will be electronically unsealed and opened shortly after the
specified time of closing. Late bids will be rejected as non-responsive.
Accommodations and modifications for people with disabilities are
available upon request. Submit requests to Kim Whitley at kwhitley@
aledoisd.org. The District reserves the right to reject any and/or all
proposals, to accept the proposal(s) that provide(s) the best value to
the District, and to waive all formalities with respect thereto.

35

PREMIER

BIDDING ENDS

SEPT. 17
ose-Out Auction Event

Homesites in Ridge Lake Subdivision, an
Exclusive Gated Community in Livingston, TX

ONLINE . »
@auctlon

Developer Cli

RIDGE@LAKE
S
o Located just north of Houston

7HAUCTIONS.COM Seven @Hills = 2Cenunctonuity
800-742-9165 AUCTIONS BOOi\TE

Texas Properties Selling in Conjunction with Coleman & ®

St -
VISIT US AT

COLEMAN &

PATTERSON
REAL ESTATE

Patterson Real Estate; Texas Auction Firm License 13489,
Real Estate Firm 530027 Christopher William Boone,

HOMESITES

NEED EXTRA CASH !1! ?2?2?

1 BUY

MOBILE HOMES

Travel Trailers « 5th Wheels
Goosenecks « Bumper Pulls
In Any Area!!! Any Condition!!!
Dirty or Clean !!!

m Old/New !!!

1 PAY CASH

No Title — No Problem —
ANR Enterprises

RVs &

Al

956-466-7001

We Can Apply For One

Texas Real Estate Broker Lic. #544142
OIL, GAS, &

WE B u MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)

Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422
LOBO MINERALS, LLG

PO Box 1800 « Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

community-news-com

Legal Notice

The Aledo Independent School District (the District) is requesting
competitive sealed proposals for RFP 2509-01 (Coder Elementary
Serving Line and Kitchen Equipment Replacement, Phase 2).
Specifications for this project may be obtained on the District’s
electronic procurement system at https://aledoisd.ionwave.net/.
Proposals will be received until 3 PM CT on September 23, 2024.
Proposals will be electronically unsealed and opened shortly after the
specified time of closing. Late bids will be rejected as non-respon-
sive. Accommodations and modifications for people with disabilities
are available upon request. Submit requests to Kim Whitley at kwhit-
ley@aledoisd.org. The District reserves the right to reject any and/or
all proposals, to accept the proposal(s) that provide(s) the best value
to the District, and to waive all formalities with respect thereto.

HELP WANTED SERVICES
BEAUTIFUL DOORS
Driver needed. Must be REFINISHED BY TENNYSON

motivated and customer
oriented. Drive in a safe and
efficient manner. Keep the
vehicle clean and properly
maintained. Excellent com-
munication and interperson-
al skills. We also welcome
applicants with a passion
for customer service and
who are willing to learn.
Professional appearance.
Competitive compensation.
Send resumes and cover
letters to (Alessiacruz45@

Beautiful Doors Refinished
by tennyson/ Front

Doors, Garage Doors,

Also,: Shutters, Wood

Trim , Weather Stripping,
Hardware, Door Adjustments
& More! Call or Text 817-
305-3087. Thank You!

BALLOON DECORATIONS
for any Event: Weddings,
Corporate, Baby Showers,
Grand Openings, Birthdays,
Anniversaries, Quinceaneras.

gmail.com) CALL Sally 817-484-8353
PAINTING: Let my 50 years
[ H
ATEMl Last Puzzle exp_erler]ce work for )_/ou. er
TEILE . do interior and exterior resi-
EIXIEIS Solution -
ms T dential and custom home
M1 [N|E|R[A LN B[AB] | E%I painting. Bobby McWilliams
‘o\u\TBEEN;?«SiA Agéggo 817-821-6377
AIN|G|L|E|R S|A[T|I|N
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TEXAS PRESS
ASSOCIATION

MEMBER 2024

weatherford-news.com

Business Cards

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS®

Financial Advisor

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100

Aledo, TX 76008

Bus. 817-441-4108 « Fax 800-656-0301
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com

www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

b sy
CALEB W. COX
817-980-2709

Vanity Tops
Whirlpool Tubs

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE

2927 Greenlee Park Trail

Tubs
Shower Walls

HEARING
CARE CENTER

4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702
Fort Worth, TX 76132

WS

Heating & Air Conditioning

47 Years Experience * Sales & Service
HASoN SCo77” &/7-269-6027

LICENSE #TACLB 63540E

. ”**8 7 MTN-T STO R’AG E

We have lots of room
for your stuff!

1515 E. FM 1187 - Aledo, Texas - 81 7-504-7662
Call for availability - Boat & RV parking - $50
10x10 $65 » 10x20 $95 « 10x30 $140

Weatherford, Texas 76088 Located in Cityview Shopping Centre
Natural Granite ¢ Solid Surface ¢ Silestone OISV YNNY Phone: 817.263.1971
817-341-8970 www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
e -
?‘,e‘“a‘eg .
< I

i

Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

(817) 249-2028

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t I

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

Ken Hartman, Proprietor

LANCE NORMAN ROOFING

* COMPOSITION SHINGLES
* WOOD SHINGLES

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL * NEW ROOFS » REROOFS

Insurance Claims Handled * REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 - mobile (817) 996-2726

Office: 817-565-4658
Talk and text 817-771-9661

ROSS GUTTERS

In Business Since 1995

5 & 6 Inch Seamless Gutters ¢ Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial « New & Repair

FREE SPLASH BLOCKS FOR A LIMITED TIME

COLDWELL
BANKER

Global Luxury Specialist

KIMBERLY MEYER,
ABR, CRS, GRI
REALTOR®

Cell (817) 929-0347
REALTY kimberly.meyer@cbdfw.com

5924 Convair Drive #420
Fort Worth, TX 76109
www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer

@Operated by a subsidary D!

= of NRT, LLC

THE
ComMunITY NEWS

Leave
your
card!

> or info about advertising on the
#*/  Business Card Page, call 817-441-7661.

PO. Box 1031, Aledo, TX « 817-441-7661
Www.community-news.com

DRAKE
ELECTRICAL
SERVICES L.L.C.

817-441-8633

« » NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS - *
RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR « LICENSED & INSURED
TECL #19987
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More events can be found at www.community-news.com/calendar

8 -5 p.m. and Sunday 10-5
p.m.

Our Pumpkin Patch is the
perfect place for a cozy, fam-
ily-fun filled, fall experience.
Choose from pumpkins of
all shapes and sizes to pur-
chase and take home
Enjoy pumpkin ring toss,
pumpkin bowling, and
other festive games

Model Trains: View Model
Trains at the Clarks Station
Garden Walks: Stroll
through our gardens and
enjoy Fall in full bloom
Purchase snacks and
refreshing beverages in our
admissions booth

Make Clark Gardens a stop
on your Fall bucket list!
Admission: $10 adults, $8
Senior, $5 children, 3 and
under FREE

*additional fees apply for
pumpkin purchases

& y
q;’ﬂo

Dementia Support Group
Join the Dementia
Support Group from 4-5
p-m. at Harvest of Aledo
1043 Bailey Ranch Rd.
Even more so, we value the
efforts of the caregivers,
especially the families of
our residents.

This meeting will take
place on the second
Tuesday of every month.
For more information call
682-209-0643

SEPTEMBER12

Alzheimer’s Group

The East Parker County
Alzheimer’s Group meets
from 1-3 p.m. on the second
Thursday of each month

at Aledo United Methodist
Church, 100 Pecan. Drive.
For more information, call
817-441-8329.

OCTOBERS

Dementia Support Group
Join the Dementia
Support Group from 4-5
p.m. at Harvest of Aledo
1043 Bailey Ranch Rd.
Even more so, we value the
efforts of the caregivers,
especially the families of
our residents.

This meeting will take
place on the second
Tuesday of every month.
For more information call
682-209-0643

OCTOBER 10

Alzheimer’s Group

The East Parker County
Alzheimer’s Group meets
from 1-3 p.m. on the second
Thursday of each month

Clark Gardens Pumpkin
Patch

Clark Gardens Pumpkin
Patch will be open daily
Monday - Saturday from

at Aledo United Methodist
Church, 100 Pecan. Drive.

For more information, call
817-441-8329.

ALEDO UNITED METHODIST CHURCH LORD'S ACRE

FALL FESTIVAL

Saturday, October 12
£

OCTOBER 12

Aledo UMC Lord’s Acre
Fall Festival

Gather the family for a

fall bucket list event y’all
won’'t want to miss from 10
a.m. - 3 p.m. on Saturday,
October 12th

AUMC will host its annual
community fall fest with
kid’s activities, food,
vendors, silent and live
auctions, live music perfor-
mances, and community
fun. The money raised
helps support AUMC'’s
mission efforts in Aledo,
surrounding areas, state-
wide and around the world.
Forward this event to all
your friends and follow us
on our page to stay in the
loop on all the fun things
we have planned!

10amto 3 pm

OCTOBER19

2024 Aledo Fest

Aledo fest will be from 10
.m. - 2 p.m. on Saturday,
October 19 in downtown
Aledo. It will feature live
music and activities for
kids of all ages.

Meet your local businesses
at vendor booths, do some
gift shopping, and get a lit-
tle something for yourself!
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Come hungry for a variety
of food trucks on-site for
good eats & autumn treats!

Vendor and sponsorship
applications are available
now - please visit our web-
site. https://www.aledotx.

EVENT SUBMISSIONS

Send event submissions to events@
community-news.com.

Please include time, date, and place of the event, a
short description, and phone/email for obtaining fur-
ther information, along with photos, graphics, or flyers.

community-news.com
weatherford-news.com

MYSER

(ORTHODONTICS

/(L MYSER
ORTHODONTICS

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

MyserOrtho.com « 817-441-8700 + Aledo & Willow Park

Ask me about
life insurance

Contact me today

oo StateFarmr

Bobby J Rigues
Agent

411 FM 1187 N
Aledo, TX 76008-1147

Bus: 817-441-9966
bobby@bobbyrigues.com
www.bobbyrigues.com

State Farm Life Insurance Company

(Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)

State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company
(Licensedin NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL

I-20 ANIMAL HOSPITAL
817-341-3331

GENERAL PET WELLNESS
HEALTH CARE
¢ INTERNAL MEDICINE

CARE

Digital including dental
e LASER THERAPY
e Computed Tomography
(CT scan)-NEW!

3713 Fort Worth Hwy
Hudson Oaks, TX 76087

OPEN 24 HOURS
DAILY

¢ EMERGENCY & CRITICAL

e COMPLETE IN-HOUSE

e SURGERY LABORATORY
General and Advanced e DENTAL CARE
e RADIOLOGY General and Advanced

¢ ULTRASONOGRAPHY
e ONCOLOGY
e ENDOSCOPY

Between Exits 415 and 414

www.I-20animalhospital.com

WORSHIP WIIH US Al

united methodist church

your church since 1878

Sundays
Contemporary Service 9am
Traditional Service 11am

" AdultBible Study
-Chlldfeﬂ s JAM (K-5th) |
Students: @The Quae?d
Vocal qnd Bell Chows

ALEDO UNiTED"

#\ﬂ aledoumc. org

AS YOU ARE

Sunday Mornings:
9:30am Small Group
10:65am Worship

THE
CROSSING

Locofeq in Downtown Aledo
wwuwJ.crossingaledo.com

PCCC

Sunday Service 817-901-9455
10:00 AM 5050 S Hwy 5
Aledo, TX

Papkrr County Cowpoy CHURCH

I’ EVERYONE WELCOME

WWW.PCCOWBOYCHURCH.ORG

[E)LY

WA

Old Weatherford Rd

Fi 3325

DEEMER

CATHOLIC PARISH

1-20

FM 1187

Aledo, Texas

16250 Old Weatherford Road

For current Mass Times visit our website at:
www.HolyRedeemerAledo.org
For more information contact the Parish Office at 817-441-3500
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CROSS COUNTRY
Ladycats fifth in
prestigious meet

By Rick Mauch

The Community News

Competing in one of the state’s
most prestigious cross country
meets, the Aledo Ladycats placed
fifth at the Coach T Invitational
at North Lakes Park in Denton
Saturday, Aug. 31.

The meet, hosted by Flower
Mound Marcus, is named after
the school’s long-time hall of fame
coach Steve Telaneus, who passed
away in 2020 at the age of 60. It
was previously named the Marcus
Invitational.

The Ladycats competed in the
Girls Varsity Elite 5K division, while
the Bearcats finished 22nd in the
Boys Varsity Elite 5K division.

“It was another good day for
Aledo cross country,” coach Mike
Pinkerton said. “This was our first
big meet against some very strong
cross country programs. We com-
peted against the likes of Flower
Mound, Lovejoy, Vandergriff, and
Highland Park. Everyone ran well,
with most improving their times
significantly over last week.”

Molly Garrison led the Aledo
girls, placing 14th individually in the
field of 164 runners with a time of
18 minutes, 22 seconds. Micah Neal
was 16th in 18:28 and Mykel Murry
was 25th in 18:51.

All Ladycat runners finished in
the top half of the elite field with
Mayden Mitchell finishing 55th in
19:45; Sofia Brandenburg, 56th,
19:46; Madison Larsen, 59th, 19:51.;
and Hadleigh Walton, 69th, 20:06.

The Bearcats, running with-
out three-time state qualifier Jack
Fink, who was out sick, were led by
Tyler Connelly, who was 40th in the
field of 215 with a 15:57. Also, Luke
Schabel was 114th with a 16:55;
Dominick Barrera, 137th, 17:20;
Thatcher Pettie, 140th, 17:25; Ian
Robbins, 141st, 17:27; and Anderson
Smith, 173rd, 18:20.

The Ladycats placed 20th in
the Varsity Girls Open 5K divi-
sion. Kjersten Loy was 46th among
210 runners, clocking a 20:48;
with Carley Couch 74th in 21:31;
Sadie Williams, 115th, 22:28;
Ashlynn Durnil, 132nd, 22:51; Lila
Kovacs, 164th, 26:02; and Maggie
McQuatters, 166th, 26:55.

The Bearcats were 26th in the
Varsity Boys Open 5K. Reed Murray
topped Aledo, taking 82nd in the
field of 252, posting a time of 18:10.
Landon Eaton was 129th in 18:53;
Andrew Walsh, 140th, 19:10; Ethan
Matthews, 82nd, 20:47; Dylan
Hoover, 190th, 21:49; Nicholas
Hale, 195th, 24:24; and Marcus
Rodriguez, 196th, 24:31.

Next week, the Ladycats and
Bearcats will compete in the
Southlake Invitational on Saturday,
Sept. 7. The meet will take place at
Bob Jones Park in Southlake.

FOOTBALL

Bearcats suffer narrow defeat in season opener

Denton Guyer ends
Aledo’s 30-game
winning streak

By Geoff Heppes
The Community News

DENTON - After winning their
12th state championship in 2023,
the Aledo Bearcats marched onto
the C.H. Collins Athletic Complex
Field under the Friday Night lights
for the first time in 2024. Aledo
competed in their season open-
er against the Class 6A Denton
Guyer Wildcats riding a 30-game
winning streak dating back to the
Bearcats’ last loss - a 44-14 defeat
against the same Guyer squadZ on
Sept. 2, 2022.

Last year, Aledo took down
Guyer 48-45 in Denton in a mem-
orable shootout. But this time the
Bearcats were on the wrong end of
the latest rematch as the Wildcats
avenged last year’s defeat by hand-
ing Aledo a 35-30 loss.

“We're going to be better tomor-
row because were going to come
back and learn from our mistakes,”
Bearcats head coach Robby Jones
said. “Were not going to make
those mistakes anymore and, by
eliminating the mistakes we made,
were going to win a lot of football
games. We don’t plan on having
this feeling again this year.”

Guyer now leads the overall
series 4-2. It was also the first time
the home team won in the series.

Final moments

With the game tied at 30 mid-
way through the fourth quarter,
the Bearcats took the ball at their
own 2-yard line. After reaching
the 8 and facing third down and
4 yards to go, a safety gave the
Wildcats the lead, 32-30.

The Wildcats would add a field
goal a few minutes later.

After the teams exchanged
punts, Aledo had one last gasp, tak-
ing the ball at the Guyer 4.8 with 48
seconds remaining. A completion
from junior quarterback Gavin
Beard to junior receiver Kaydon
Finley moved the ball 9 yards, and
then the Bearcats converted on
fourth-and-1.

However an incompletion,
sack, and a short pass under pres-
sure for 3 yards as time ran out and
ended their hopes.

First half

Aledo’s defense limited the
home team to a field goal on the
game’s opening possession and
the Bearcats offense carried that
positive momentum into its first
possession. The Wildcats’ onsides
kick attempt was unsuccessful,
putting Aledo in plus territory at

—

=
W
T

[\

.-f"

;'ll .

Kaydon Finley (2) leaps for a catch against Guyer.

the Guyer 46 with 10:08 left in the
first quarter.

Then, Aledo marched down the
field in seven plays and found the
end zone after Beard connected
with Finley for a 7-yard score. After
the successful point-after attempt
from senior kicker Cole Crawford,
Aledo held its first lead of the game
at '7-3 with 7:18 to go.

“They’ve had a strong connec-
tion since peewee football,” Jones
said. “That’s going to be a connec-
tion that’s going to be big for us
all year. Kaydon Finley is going to
have to make a lot of catches and a
lot of plays for us throughout the
season.”

The ensuing defensive posses-
sion produced a safety to increase
the lead to 9-3 at the 5:25 mark.
After Aledo’s next offensive drive
resulted in a missed field goal,
the visitors took the momentum
right back as junior defensive back
Lamel Swanson pounced on a ball
jarred loose from a Guyer ball car-
rier on the last play of the opening
quarter.

Then, lightning struck twice
as junior running back Kaden
Winkfield found paydirt from 39
yards out on the first play of the
second quarter. Winkfield’s sprint

to the end zone extended the lead
to 16-3 in a matter of seconds.

After limiting the Wildcats to
field goals on their next two offen-
sive possessions, Aledo got the ball
back with 5:29 remaining before
halftime after the Wildcats ral-
lied to knot the score at 16-all,
but star junior running back Ray
Guillory capped off the 15-play,
79-yard drive with a 1-yard waltz
into the end zone. The Bearcats
converted three third downs and
one fourth down on the drive while
the defense remained stalwart in
the red zone.

“Those guys got down there and
fought. You've got to strap it up
and do whatever you can to keep
them out of the end zone and our
defense did that,” Jones said of his
defense. “We limited them (Denton
Guyer) to field goals a lot of times.
A lot of times when you're able to
do that, you come out on the right
end of games, but unfortunately
tonight we didn’t”

The momentum began to turn
from two big plays by Guyer’s
special teams unit right before
halftime. The first was a blocked
punt by Zach De Anda returned
15 yards for a score at the 5:35
mark of the second quarter, and

KRISTIN MORALES/MEMORABLE MOMENTS

the second was an 83-yard kick-
off return touchdown by Corbin
Glasco as time expired, which tied
the score at 23-23 at intermission.

“We’re going to go back to work.
We've got to be more focused when
were practicing our special teams,”
Jones said. “Maybe we aren’t as
focused as we need to be when
were doing special teams because
we had a punt blocked due to a bad
snap due to a miscommunication
with our protection that allowed
their guys to come through and get
the block.”

Second half

As they did on the first play
of the second quarter, Aledo jolt-
ed the Guyer defense for another
long score to begin the second
half as Beard found Finley down
the sideline for a 72-yard catch-
and-run touchdown that pushed
the Bearcats’ nose in front, 30-23.
However, Guyer’s defense contin-
ued to stymie Aledo the rest of the
way, outscoring the Bearcats 12-0
with more of an offensive attack
revolving around quick decision
making from OU-committed quar-
terback Kevin Sperry.

Turn to FOOTBALL, page A7
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Ladycat varsity volleyball captain and defensive specialist, Kenrie Pruitt,
makes a play on the ball near the back line during a home match on

Tuesday, Aug. 27.

VOLLEYBALL

Ladycats win Arlington Classic

Aledo’s Todd named
MVP, Lowe named
to all-tournament

team

By Geoff Heppes
The Community News

After suffering a heartbreaking
loss at home to Midlothian in five
sets, the Aledo Ladycats volleyball
team showed up in a big way in
the Arlington Classic. The Ladycats
won each match they competed in,
dropping a total of three games
across four matches to capture the
championship.

Aledo junior outside hitter
Alyssa Todd had 85 kills to take
home tournament MVP honors
while senior middle Haley Lowe,
who registered 36 kills and 19
blocks, was selected to the all-tour-
nament team.

The Ladycats (15-7) opened up
the tournament action with a five-
game affair against the Richardson
J.J. Peace Lady Mustangs. Aledo
lost two of the first three games,

but rallied to win the last two to
establish rhythm moving forward
while also exorcising demons from
their latest five-game defeat to
Midlothian. Against Pearce, Aledo
won by a final score of 25-22, 25-27,
19-25, 25-10 and 15-12.

After that, Aledo took down
Amarillo in four games by a final
score of 25-21, 23-25, 25-21 and
25-19. On Day Two, Aledo recorded
sweeps over Burleson (25-15, 25-14
and 25-18) and Martin (25-15,
25-19 and 25-23) to secure the title.

Across their four matches, Todd
compiled 71 digs, seven blocks and
four service aces to go with her
team-leading 85 kills. Meanwhile,
senior middle Kinley Elms tallied
49 Kkills and 12 blocks while Ella
Meador registered 61 digs and four
aces. Senior defender Kenrie Pruitt
added 57 digs and a team-high six
aces while setters Ava Reding and
Sophie Frank each tallied 81 assists
while combining for 85 digs. Senior
middle Ella Isbell chipped in with
13 blocks while Ali LoBaugh had
eight stuffs.

FOOTBALL

from page A6

Despite the unfortunate finish,
Aledo had its chances to claim the
victory. However, the Guyer defen-
sive line provided plenty of pressure
for Beard to navigate through.

“He just needs to make the right
plays in pressure situations,” Jones
said of Beard. “He got flushed the
wrong way opposite of where his
open receivers were, which was
also a good job by them (Guyer).
Gavin is going to be all right.”

While the final result was a loss,
Jones saw several positives that
included the effort by the defense
- particularly the experienced
line - and the performance of the
Guillory-Winkfield tandem in the
backfield.

Guillory, who is coming off
an injury, unofficially produced
92 yards and a touchdown on 21

carries while Winkfield unofficially
tallied 18 carries for 110 yards and
a score. Beard completed 15 passes
to four different receivers for 186
yards with two touchdowns against
one interception. Finley caught
both touchdowns with eight recep-
tions and 141 yards while Waldron
Byars and Blake Burdine combined
for 42 receiving yards with three
catches apiece.

The Bearcats will take the field
again for their home opener at
7:30 p.m. Friday against Lancaster.

Wildcats 35, Bearcats 30

Aledo 9147 0 -30
Denton Guyer 320 7 5 -35

G - Ford Stinson 35 FG

A - Kaydon Finley 7 pass from Gavin
Beard (Cole Crawford kick)

A - Safety, ball kicked out of end zone
after bad snap to punter

A - Kaden Winkfield 39 run (Crawford
kick)

G - Stinson 25 FG

G - Stinson 27 FG

G - Zach De Anda 15 return of blocked
punt (Stinson kick)

A - Ray Guillory 1 run (Crawford kick)

G - Corbin Glasco 83 kickoff return
(Stinson kick)

A - Finley 72 pass from Beard (Crawford
kick)

G - Glasco 54 run (Stinson kick)

G - Safety, tackle in end zone

G - Stinson 25 FG

Official statistics
Team statistics
First downs: Aledo 16, Guyer 15.

Rushes-yards: Aledo 47-155, Guyer
28-151.

Passing yards: Aledo 189, Guyer 178.
Caught-thrown-intercepted: Aledo
16-29-1, Guyer 12-27-1.

Fumbles-lost: Aledo 1-0, Guyer 2-1.

Punts-average: Aledo 4-23.0, Guyer
3-34.7.

Penalties-yards: Aledo 5-30, Guyer 7-74.
Sacks: Aledo 1, Guyer 3.

Individual leaders

Rushing

Aledo: Guillory 22-89, TD; Winkfield
18-85, TD.

Guyer: Corbin Glasco 3-73, TD; Sterling
Schneider 7-45.

Passing

Aledo: Beard 16-29-1, 189 yards, 2 TD,
int..

Guyer: Kevin Sperry 12-26-1, 178 yards,
int.

Receiving

Aledo: Finley 8-141, 2 TD; Waldron Byars
3-22; Blake Burdine 3-20.

Guyer: DJ Reese 3-75.

Fumble recoveries

Aledo: Lamel Swanson.

Interceptions

Aledo: Adrian Fuller.

Guyer: NA.

Tackles

Aledo: Owen Henderson 6, Kamron Hall
6, Fuller 5.

Tackles for loss

Aledo: Jacob Mclntire 1.

Sacks

Aledo: Mcintire 1.

BEARCATS
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This week’s games
Thursday, Sept. 5

Carrollton Newman Smith at Fossil Ridge
Mansfield Timberview at Ryan
Denton at Fort Worth Eastern Hills
Friday, Sept. 6

Lancaster at Aledo

Granbury at Waco University
Birdville at Grapevine

Colleyville Heritage at Richland
Weatherford at Azle

Brewer at Lake Dallas

Game at a glance
Lancaster Tigers (0-1) at
Aledo Bearcats (0-1)

When: 7;30 p.m. Friday, Sept.
6 at Tim Buchanan Stadium

Last week: Lancaster lost
29-21 to North Crowley at
The Star in Frisco in the
Jerry Jones Classic, Aledo
lost 35-30 at Denton Guyer.

All-time series: This is the first
meeting ever between the
Tigers and Bearcats.

Returning starters: Lancaster
5 offensive/5 defensive.

Aledo offensive players to
watch: RB Ray Guillory,
in first game back from
injury, rushed 22 times
for 89 yards and a TD; RB
Kaden Winkfield, in sharing
duty with Guillory, rushed
18 times for 85 yards and
a TD; WR Blake Burdine,
caught three passes for
20 yards and returned two
kickoffs for 33 yards.

Lancaster offensive players
to watch: WR Emmanuel
Choice, 40 catches, 604
yards, 7 TD in 2023, com-
mitted to Oklahoma; QB
Carter Jones, 2,032 yards,
20 TD in 2023, committed
to Nevada.

Aledo defensive players to
watch: CB Adrian Fuller, 5
tackles (all solo), intercep-
tion; LB Owen Henderson,
6 tackles; S Kamron Hall, 6
tackles (all solo).

Lancaster defensive play-
ers to watch: LB Ke'Brion
Winston, 126 tackles, 9
for loss, 12 sacks in 2023,
committed to Cal; FS and
Texas Braylan McDonald, 62
tackles, 8 for loss, 2 sacks,
interception in 2023.
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Bearcats to face Tigers for first time

Lancaster to visit
Buchanan Stadium
By Rick Mauch

The Community News

The Aledo Bearcats and
Lancaster Tigers have never met on
the football field.

They came close last season.
However, while the Bearcats were
on their way to a 16-0 season and a
12th state championship, the Tigers
were ousted in the 5A Division I
Region II finals.

Had Lancaster won that game,
a double-overtime 43-41 loss to
Forney, they would have met Aledo
in the state semifinals. Instead, the
Bearcats made short work of the
Jackrabbits, winning 4.3-7.

Come Friday night the two
teams will tangle for the first time in
their respective histories when the
Tigers visit Tim Buchanan Stadium.
Kickoff is 7:30 p.m.

Similar feelings

Both the Bearcats and Tigers
are coming off tough losses to open
the season. While Aledo saw three
separate leads slip away in a 35-30
loss at Denton Guyer, Lancaster
dropped a 29-21 contest to North
Crowley, No. 5 in the state in Class
6A, at The Star in Frisco in the Jerry
Jones Classic.

In its loss, Aledo had a blocked
punt and a kickoff returned for
touchdowns. Lancaster had a first-
and-goal at the 2 and lost a fumble,
along with having a pick six nulli-
fied because of an errant referee’s
whistle.

“They kind of feel like us, they
had a chance to win and let it get
away, Bearcats coach Robby Jones
said.

Key matchups

Once again the Aledo defensive
line will be facing a top quarter-
back. Carter Jones of Lancaster has
committed to play at Nevada.

Last week, the Bearcats D-line
put consistent pressure on Guyer’s
Kevin Sperry, an Oklahoma com-
mit, and as a result he was 12-0f-26
for 178 yards with an interception.
This week that line will be squar-
ing off against a Tigers offensive
line that averages 6-foot-4 and 315
pounds per man, including guard
Ja’Kaylon Elmo (6-6, 380) and
Osborne Duncan (6-5, 370).

Strong return

Running back Ray Guillory
and offensive lineman Payton
Williams made their return from
injury last week against Guyer and
both pleased Jones with their play.
Guillory carried the ball 22 times
for 89 yards and a touchdown.

“For guys on the mend all sum-
mer, they played well,” Jones said.
“They’ll get steadily better and get
back to their normal selves.”

Both are juniors.

Special teams correction

One of the special teams miscues
was a blocked punt that resulted in
a Guyer touchdown. Jones said it
was a case of miscommunication,
which has since been corrected.

There was a left side and a right
scheme for blocking and some con-
fusion led to the open route for the
block.

“Everybody’s job stays the same,
no matter which way were going,”
Jones said.

Jones also noted, “We’re focusing
more in practice, everybody know-
ing what their assignments are.”

New districts

Both the Bearcats and Tigers are
in tougher districts this season. While
Aledo is still in 3-5A Division I, and
they are still in with Denton Ryan,
the new No. 1 team in the state, new-
comer Richland is ranked No. 7.

Lancaster moved up to Class 6A
and was placed in the renowned
“District of Doom.” District 11-6A
includes two-time defending 6A
Division II state champion DeSoto,
No. 1 in the state this season, and
two-time defending 6A Division I
state champion Duncanville, No. 2
in the state this season.

Also, for good measure, always
tough Cedar Hill is No. 22 in 6A.

The Tigers are picked fifth in the
league, but Jones said not to let that
prediction fool you.

“If they were still 5A they’d be a
top 10, without question,” he said.

Speedy foe

Lancaster has long been known
as one of the fastest sports pro-
grams in the state for both girls
and boys. The track program has
a plethora of state championships,
the basketball team gets downcourt
with blinding speed and the football
team can do the same.

“We'll get used to speed,” Jones
said. “We’ll have to play at a faster
pace than we're accustomed to.

“We'll see that in district against
Ryan, and Richland has speed also.
But Lancaster is loaded with fast
players.”

Bouncing back from a loss

Since 1994 the Bearcats have
lost back-to-back games in a season
only five times, in 1995, 2003, 2005,
2007 and 2022. While the losses
kept them from a postseason berth

in 1995, the subsequent seasons saw
them reach the state quarterfinals
twice (2003 and 2005), semifinals
once (2007) and win state (2022).

The only time they dropped
three straight in same span was in
2005. That team ended the regu-
lar season 5-5, but advanced four
rounds in the playoffs.

Subvarsity starts strong

Three of Aledo’s four subvar-
sity squads began the season with
victories. Freshman and junior var-
sity Black each posted shutouts and
JV Orange surrendered a single
touchdown.

This week, freshman Orange
and Black host Lancaster, while
JV Orange travels to Lancaster. JV
Black is at Mansfield. All games are
on Thursday.

Rankings

Last week’s loss dropped the
Bearcats from the top spot in Class
5A Division I to No. 3. They were
replaced by Ryan, which previously

BRELEIGH MAYER/THE COMMUNITY NEWS
Blake Burdine avoids a Guyer defender in the season opener.

held the No. 2 position, with
Highland Park now No. 2.

District foe Richland remained
No. 7 this week.

Nationally, the Bearcats are
ranked 84th by Maxpreps, while
Ryan is No. 94.

Elsewhere in District
3-5A Division |

District Overall Points for-against
Denton Ryan 0-0 1-0 42-32
Azle0-0 1-0 41-34

Richland 0-0 1-0 38-17
Granbury 0-01-0 3-0
Aledo 0-0 0-1 30-35

Keller Fossil Ridge 0-0 0-1 21-38
Birdville 0-0 0-1 14-50

Brewer 0-0 0-1 13-26

Denton 0-0 0-1 0-49

Last week’s results
Crowley 50, Birdville 14

Lake Dallas 49, Denton O

The Colony 38, Keller Fossil Ridge 21
Azle 41, at Abilene Cooper 34
Saginaw 26, Brewer 13

Granbury 3, Waco

Richland 38, Haltom 17

Denton Ryan 42, Haslet Eaton 32

Turn to BEARCATS, page A7
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It's reloading time again for Bearcats

Only three offensive
starters return
By Rick Mauch

The Community News

Where else but Aledo can a
football program return only three
starters on offense, four on defense,
graduate a host of talent now at the
NCAA Division I level and still be
the preseason favorite to repeat as
state champions.

The short answer? Nowhere
else.

That’s exactly where the Bearcats
find themselves this season as they
begin their quest for a third three-
peat as state champions. They
previously accomplished this from
2009-11 and 2018-20, with Robby
Jones as the coordinator of one
of the most consistently explosive
offenses in America.

Now Jones is the head coach,
coming off a 16-0 season in his
first year at the helm. It was the
fifth time the Bearcats have finished
with such a perfect record, having
also done so in 2010, 2013, 2016
and 2018.

Having been a part of 11 of
Aledo’s 12 state championships,
Jones knows the Bearcat tradition
well. Basically, if it’s football season,
Aledo is going to be in contention
to win it all.

The first state championship
was in 1998. Over the past 15 years
they have won titles in 2009, 2010,
2011, 2013, 2014, 2016, 2018, 2019,
2020, 2022 and 2023, along with
a runner-up finish in 2017 (they

lost 20-19 in title game) and a state
semifinals appearance in 2015.

“If we can stay healthy and the
team comes together and does what
they are capable of, we've got a
chance to get to December and play
at Cowboys Stadium,” Jones said.

The state championship games
are played at AT&T Stadium in
mid-December.

Offense

The Bearcats entered the season
with a pair of key components offen-
sively as spectators. Junior running
back Ray Guillory had surgery on
his injured knee in late December,
and while he’s been practicing,
Jones said he was limited to no-
contact drills.

“I think they (doctors) are want-
ing a full nine months recovery
before contact,” Jones said.

Guillory moved to Aledo after
leading Mansfield Lake Ridge in
rushing as a freshman. Last season
for the Bearcats, despite missing
several games — including the state
championship — he rushed 145
times for 1,207 yards (8.3 average)
with a team-leading 17 touchdowns.
He also caught 10 passes for 175
yards and four more touchdowns,
with his 21 total TD also leading
the team.

“We're waiting on him to be full-
strength. We will have to limit him
when he does come back,” Jones
said. “Doing your workouts all sum-
mer is different than carrying the
ball five or six times a game.”

Also out as the season began was
senior lineman Payton Williams,
recovering from a broken fibula.

“They’re out there running, but
if there is contact, they come out,”
Jones said.

That leaves the only returning
starter expected to take the field
when the team traveled to Denton
Guyer to open the season being
junior wide receiver Kaydon Finley
(89 catches, 602 yards, 6 TD), who
is adjusting to a new position. Jones
said that while he is still a wideout,
he will also be in the slot more.

“We're trying to find more ways
to get the ball to Kaydon,” Jones
said.

With Guillory limited, junior
running back Kaden Winkfield (73
carries, 449 yards, 5 TD) is likely to
get more carries. Also, senior Ben
McElree, better known for his line-
backing skills, will get some time in
the backfield, Jones said.

“It'll be kind of like (Davhon)
Keys last year. We're expecting early
for him to get six to eight carries a
game,” Jones said.

Keys, an all-state player who is
now at LSU as a linebacker, often
ran out of a Wildcat package, espe-
cially near the goal line. Last season
he rushed 36 times for 226 yards
and 16 touchdowns.

Sophomore Jeremiah Johnson is
also expected to be in the backfield
mix, Jones said.

Joining Finley in the receiving
corps will be junior Blake Burdine
(13 catches, 218 yards, 3 TD),
along with junior Lincoln Tubbs,

with senior Kaden Callaway also
involved.

At tight end, Jones noted plen-
ty of options, including seniors
Thaddeus Keller, Waldron Byars
and Roman Jeffries, along with
juniors Skylar Kirk and Kade
Coulson.

“There have been years when
we tried to create a tight end, but
this year we have more than we've
ever had,” Jones said. “The luxury
is we can get into some two tight
end sets.”

The guy throwing the ball to
them will be junior Gavin Beard. As
backup to all-stater Hauss Hejny,
now at TCU, Beard was accurate,
completing 73 percent of his passes
(45-0f-62) for 517 yards with two
touchdowns and two interceptions.

“Gavin has looked really good.
He’s throwing to the right places,
not trying to force things,” Jones
said.

Likely backups are senior
Colby Smith and sophomore Nash
McElree.

Blocking for them all will, of
course, be Williams at left tackle/
left guard when he returns. Also on
the line at various times are expect-
ed to be senior right tackle Cody
Cartwright, senior guard Chase
Anderson, junior center/guard/
tackle Ryan Campbell (played three
quarters in the 51-8 state champi-
onship game win over Smithson
Valley), junior left tackle/guard
Kruger Summers, sophomore guard
Omari Din-Mbuh, sophomore
guard/center Grant Forman.

Jones said the average size of
around 255-260 pounds is “Not
huge, but good.”

“We have a lot of working piec-
es on the O-line, some question
marks, but several options,” he said.

Defense

“The defensive line is, right now,
really the strength of our team,’
Jones said. “We've got four to rotate
at defensive tackle and four more at
defensive end.”

Starters back from last season
on the line are junior end Carson
Dempsey (25.5 tackles, 5 sacks,
10 tackles for loss), junior tackle
Decker Sanders (30 tackles, 2 sacks,
6.5 tackles for loss) and senior tack-
le Jaxon Richter (12 tackles, 2.5
tackles for loss).

“We're going to be able to keep
them fresh, opponents won’t have a
tired defensive line to push around,”
Jones said.

Ben McElree is returning for his
senior season as starting linebacker,
having posted 42 tackles, including
8.5 for loss with two forced fumbles
and a sack.

Also at tackle will be senior
Talan Foreman (20.5 tackles) and
sophomore Tymon Meeks, a move-
in from All-Saints.

Junior Cooper Cyphers (11.5
tackles, 2 sacks, 4.5 tackles for
loss, 2 forced fumbles, intercep-
tion returned 49 yards), who missed
much of last season with a broken
hand, is set to return at end. Seniors
Brody Adams (13 tackles, 4 tackles

Turn to FOOTBALL, page B4
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Racquet Cats ready for another run

By Kelly Dishman
Special to The Community News

The Aledo Racquet Cats are
used to winning district champi-
onships and advancing to regional
competition.

In the fall they do this regularly in
team tennis. In the spring, when the
focus is more on individual play, they
consistently send players to regional
competition.

Given the returning talent among
both the girls and boys, there is plen-
ty of reason for optimism again in
2024-25. They return nine girls and
six boys from last season.

Back for the girls are Elli Kate
Bussmeir, Sydney Byrd, McKinley
Hayes, Gracie Heydman, Eleanor
Jack, Patrice Loftin, Natalie
Nawrocki, Bryanna Orr and Lila
Satterfield. Seniors are Bussmeir,
Heydman, Jack, Loftin and Orr.

Satterfield qualified for spring
regionals with the now-graduated
Kenley Germany. Bussmeier, like-
wise, qualified for regionals in mixed
doubles with Scott Mason, who grad-
uated. Orr qualified in singles.

Returning boys include Francois
Britz, Casen Freeland, Jacob
Heckathorn, Ben Kurth, Paxton
Psencik and Tom Ruminsky. Britz
and Heckathorn are seniors.

Heckathorn and Loftin qualified
for regionals in mixed doubles.

The Aledo High School varsity tennis team.

KRISTIN MORALES/MEMORABLE MOMENTS
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By Geoff Heppes
The Community News

The reigning District 5-5A
champion Aledo Ladycats are set to
defend that title this season.

Last season, the Ladycats (34-
9, 11-1) swept through the district
competition after dropping their
first league contest at home to
Northwest in straight sets. Aledo’s
impressive 11-game winning streak
saw the Ladycats drop only four
total sets in that duration and the
momentum carried over into the
postseason.

It was the 33rd consecutive sea-
son Aledo has reached the playoffs
dating to 1991, according to the
website theathleticsdepartment.
com. This includes four trips to the
state tournament, the most recent
being in 2017, the first season under
current head coach Claire Gay.
They reached the state champion-
ship match in 2012, highlighting
Kathy Goings’ many seasons at the
helm.

Last postseason Aledo rolled
past Fort Worth North Side 25-2,
25-9 and 25-10 before running
into a strong, experienced Birdville
squad. In that area round matchup,
Aledo emerged victorious in five
sets (21-25, 25-15, 25-17, 23-25 and
15-9).

Ladycats gear up for season

RYAN WADE/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Outside hitter, Alyssa Todd soars
through the air for a spike during
the Ladycat varsity volleyball match.

Aledo’s strong 2023 season came
to a close against the then-defend-
ing champion Colleyville Heritage
Lady Panthers in a four-set slugfest
(22-25, 25-19, 24-26 and 18-25).

Aledo lost star outside hit-
ter Vivian Parker to graduation in
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Kinley Elms blocks a Weatherford kill attempt and Ella Isbell plays aggressive defense at the net in a scrimmage
against Weatherford last season. Both Ladycats return to the 2024 team.

May as she begins her next chap-
ter as a collegiate athlete, playing
volleyball for the Missouri Lady
Tigers. However, Aledo will boast
tremendous frontline experience
with returning seniors Kinley Elms,

Haley Lowe, Ella Isbell, and junior
outside hitter Alyssa Todd.

The Ladycats will have upper-
classmen leadership on the back
end as well, led by senior setter
Ava Reding, along with junior set-
ter Sophia Frank, senior defensive

specialist Logyn Denbow, junior
libero Ella Meador, and senior
defensive specialist Morgan Estevez.

Aledo’s predistrict success enter-
ing this week included winning the
championship of the prestigious
Arlington Classic.

‘Proud Supporfer of
Aledo Footbhall

PlainsCapital Bank salutes all of the hard working
teachers and administrators across Aledo ISD. Your
unwavering commitment to excellence and
achievement continues to make a positive impact on

our community and Aledo youth. We appreciate the

opportunity to serve you.

PlainsCapital
Bank

© 2024 PlainsCapital Bank

@ Equal Housing Lender Member FDIC
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CROSS COUNTRY

Runners prime

By Rick Mauch

The Community News

Last season was believed to be
a first for the Aledo cross country
program. While known throughout
the state, it seems that never before
had they qualified both girls and
boys for the state meet.

In 2023 they did just that. In
fact, the Ladycats finished second in
the state and have almost the entire
team returning in 2024.

Meanwhile, the Bearcats have
lots of talent back to join the girls
in making another run — no pun
intended — for state.

“Our tradition stems from the
kids and their work ethic,” head
coach Mike Pinkerton said. “We
have set the bar very high, and these
athletes are up to the challenge.”

Pinkerton’s program is nothing
short of dominant. The Bearcats
have won five straight district
championships and the Ladycats
have won four of the past five.

In fact, last season the Bearcats
junior varsity posted a perfect score
at district with having the top five
individual finishers. It was the sec-
ond time in the season they did
such.

Leading the Ladycats’ return-
ing contingent from state are
sophomore Micah Neal and junior
Molly Garrison, who were sev-
enth and 12th individually at state
last season. Also, junior Madison
Larson was 22nd, and junior Sofia
Brandenburg and Mykel Murry
were 48th and 49th.

Sophomore Mayden Mitchell
also ran at state and was 124th.

The Bearcats will be led by
three—time state competitor Jack
Fink, who still has one of the oddest
and most interesting stories of any
runner anywhere. As a freshman,
he was hit by a deer while running
in practice, hospitalizing him. He
returned to compete with the team,
then returned individually in 2022
and back with the team a year ago,
placing 20th individually.

Junior Dominick Barrera is back
after placing 107th at state in 2023,
as are senior Luke Schabel (112th)
and sophomore Tyler Connelly
(117th).

As usual, the Bearcats and
Ladycats will compete in a tough
schedule throughout the regular
season.

“We have a tough schedule, but
you don’t improve unless you are
pushed. The meets we are going to
will do just that,” Pinkerton said.

The league has changed for
Aledo this season. Gone from 5-5A
are Justin Northwest and Wichita
Falls Rider. They were replaced by
Saginaw Chisholm Trail and Keller
Fossil Ridge, the latter having
dropped down from Class 6A.

Also in the district still is peren-
nial toughie Granbury, along with
returners Azle, Saginaw, and White
Settlement Brewer.

“Our district is always competi-
tive,” Pinkerton said. “We also have
two new teams in the district, so we
will need to be prepared.”

d for state return

District 5-54
Cross Country
‘u"arsity Eoys

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Molly Garrison and Jack Fink will return for the Ladycats’ and Bearcats’ cross country teams.

Our tradition stems from the kids and their work ethic. We have
set the bar very high, and these athletes are up to the challenge.

Mike Pinkerton

GOLF

Bearcats, Ladycats have strong potential again

These kids are constantly trying to find ways to get better. I'm
just happy to be a part of what they are trying to accomplish.

Brian Mourning

By Jim Zimmermann
The Community News

Once again, the boys and girls
golf programs at Aledo High School
appear strong with the potential to
do great things, noted head coach
Brian Mourning, who is entering his
third season at the helm.

Top returning players for the
boys are junior Braden Stokes, who
advanced to the Class 5A State
Tournament this past spring. Also
returning after regional experience
this past season for the Bearcats
are senior Ethan Elmore and junior
Gavin Beard.

Back for the Ladycats, who also
advanced to regionals as a team, are
juniors Emily Crick and Harper Price,
along with senior Reagan Gilliland.

Both the Bearcats and Ladycats
continued a long tradition of winning
District 5-5A last season.

Also, since the season is so long,
players must be able to step up and
give the team a level of consistency,
Mourning stated.

Aledo will compete in District
5-5A again this season, joining Azle,
Fort Worth Chisholm Trail, Granbury,
Keller Fossil Ridge, Saginaw, and
White Settlement Brewer. Gone are
Northwest and Wichita Falls Rider,
replaced by Chisholm Trail and Fossil

Ridge, which dropped down from
6A.

“Not sure what the new teams in
the district will bring, but we can’t
control that,” Mourning said. “We
can only control what we do. Top
competition? Granbury always has
several kids that can play and are
well-coached.”

Aledo has established itself as
one of the best golf programs in the
state with both team and individu-
al accomplishments over the years.
Mourning said the players take pride
in keeping that tradition strong year
after year.

“The tradition is a gesture to the
type of kid that we have here,” he
said. “These kids are constantly try-
ing to find ways to get better. I'm just
happy to be a part of what they are
trying to accomplish.”

While district, regionals and state
aren’t until the spring, Mourning
said the fall is crucial in preparing
for when those arrive.

“The fall is important because it
allows the kids the opportunity to get
out and work on their game. It also
helps establish a routine that they
can carry into the spring season,” he
said. “We're looking forward to the
year and watching the kids get better
every day.”

Granite
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from page one

for loss, fumble recovery for TD)
and Jacob Mclntire (9.5 tackles, 2
tackles for loss) will also likely see
time there.

“All those guys could go pretty
much anywhere in the state and
start. There are lots of really good
football players there,” Jones said.

Joining McElree at linebacker
will be senior Owen Henderson
(22.5 tackles) and junior Chase
Wilburn (24.5 tackles, 2.5 tackles
for loss, interception returned 48
yards for a TD, started a couple
games) and junior Kutter Harrell
(16.5 tackles, tackle for loss, fumble
recovery).

The Bearcats are replacing their
entire starting defensive backfield.
At cornerback will be seniors Kai
Taylor and Adrian Fuller, with
sophomore Alex Patton and fresh-
man Jordan Hall.

Safety will feature some strong
competition, Jones said. Seniors
Cory Tilly (9.5 tackles) and Jaylen
Powell-Willis (9.5 tackles) will join
juniors Lamel Swanson in the battle
to replace five graduated seniors
from 2023.

Special teams

Senior Cole Crawford is back
at kicker with two years of var-
sity experience. Last season he was
72-of-74 on extra points and 7-of-11
on field goals for a total of 93 points.

Junior Pierce Ling returns as
punter. On 13 Kkicks last season he
averaged 36.5 yards with a long kick
of 65 yards.

Junior Kade Coulson will do the
deep snapping. Jones also noted
that junior Peyton Shaffer also has
a strong leg.

District

The Bearcats will take a nation-
al-record 119-game district winning
streak into league play this season.
They haven't lost a district game
since 2007, when they started 0-2.

They will be tested mightily to
keep that streak alive. District 3-5A
Division I includes three of the
state’s top seven teams.

The Bearcats are ranked No. 1
by Dave Campbell’s Texas Football
and Denton Ryan is No. 2. Richland
comes in at No. 7.

“This is the toughest district in
5A, Jones said. “Ryan is the real
deal. They were young last year with
a lot of juniors and sophomores.
They’ll be a test for us, in district
and playoffs. And Richland is load-
ed as well”

Last season in Aledo, Ryan over-
came a 17-0 deficit to take a 19-17
advantage into the game’s final
moments before Hejny broke free
for a long run and the game-win-
ning TD.

The Bearcats host Ryan on Oct.
4 and host Richland on Oct. 25.
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Aledo Bearcat Junior Varsity Team

BRELEIGH MAYER/THE COMMUNITY NEWS
Kaden Winkfield (21) carries the ball in the season opener.

We’re going to be able to keep them fresh,

opponents won’t have a tired defensive line to push around
ROBBY JONES
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BRELEIGH MAYER/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Gavin Beard, shown in the season opener at Denton Guyer, will
call the signals for the Bearcats this season.

KRISTIN MORALES/MEMORABLE MOMENTS

Defensive end Cooper Cyphers (42) applies pressure during the
Guyer game.
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Greatness
at a glance

Here’s a look at some of the major
accomplishments of the Aledo
Bearcats football team.

+ State championships: 1998,
2009, 2010, 2011, 2013, 2014,
2016, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2022
and 2023.

» Eleven state championships in 15
seasons with another state finals
D@ NG o 3 -4 : _ ¥, J [ : j‘?f = appearance and a state semifi-
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" | i ' : W) 7 .' L=k " o g the nation to go 16-0 five times,

i doing so in 2010, 2013, 2016,
2018 and 2023. Only Southlake
Carroll (8) and Celina (5) have
also done so.

e District winning streak of 119
games, a national record that
dates to 2007, when they ironi-
cally started league play 0-2.

Aledo Bearcat Freshmen Team » Sixteen consecutive district
championships from 2008 to
current.

o A streak of 28 straight seasons in
which they have won at least one
playoff game dating to 1996.

e A record of 216 wins and 14
losses since 2009, an average of
less than one loss per season.

» No back-to-back seasons without
a state championship since 2007
and 2008 seasons.

e The 2013 team scored 1,026
points, more than any other team
at any level and is the only team
ever to score more than 1,000
points in a season, outscoring
their opponents by an average
of 64-9.

» Six of Aledo’s offenses since 2011
are ranked in the top 100 highest-
scoring high school offenses of
all time, 2013, first, 1,026 points;
2011, 16th, 885; 2016, 26th, 855;
2019, 52nd, 815; 2018, 62nd,
809; 2023, 82nd, 797.

e Scored in 299 straight games
dating to 2003. That season they
were last shut out, 17-0 by Denton
Ryan, in the state quarterfinals.

* Haven't had back-to-back sea-
son-opening losses since 1990
and 1991 seasons.

e Up to this season’s opening loss
at Denton Guyer, the Bearcats
rode a 30-game win streak, sec-
ond longest in school history. The
2016-17 teams won 31 straight
and the 2009-10 teams won
29 in a row. The ‘16-17 streak
was ended with a 20-19 loss to
College Station in the state cham-
pionship game. The ‘09-10 streak
came to an end in a 48-47 loss to
Stephenville in the opening game
of the 2011 season.
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Raycine Guillory is expected to have a great season in the backfield. Aledo always travels well, with a large contingent of fans.
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Fall Sports
Preview

TCA 2024 SEASON

The Trinity Christian Lady Eagles are looking to continue an upward trajectory this season.

VOLLEYBALL
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TRINITY CHRISTIAN ACADEMY

Lady Eagles aim for resurgent season

Off to solid start

By Geoff Heppes
The Community News

The Trinity Christian Academy
Lady Eagles volleyball team is
aiming to build on the positive tra-
jectory of the program from last
year and are making quality strides
towards continued success.

The volleyball program returns
five seniors and second-year head
coach, Katherine Mullen, to the
fray after putting together a 17-15
overall record with a 5-7 mark
in TAPPS district play last sea-
son. These win totals were both
improvements from the 2022

season with a four-win improve-
ment in the district win column
from 2022 to 2023.

Leading returning play-
ers for the Lady Eagles include
middle blocker Micah Breisch, a
2023 second-team all-district

selection; libero JulieAnne Hart,
a 2023 honorable mention all-
district selection; outside hitter
Addison Shoppach, another hon-
orable mention all-district pick;
outside hitter Emily Ickert, who
is returning from injury a season

ago; setter and defensive specialist
Rylie Reeder; setter and right side
hitter Anna Nelson and right side
hitter Taylor Gilliam.

Trinity is already off to a solid
start to the 2024 season and is aim-
ing for lofty goals.

The 2024 team has already achieved success at the Fort Worth
Christian PIT Tournament as Silver Bracket champions.

Chris Dorrell

“The 2024 team has already
achieved success at the Fort Worth
Christian PIT Tournament as Silver
Bracket champions,” assistant coach
Chris Dorrell said.

Their early season success also
included wins over public schools
Lancaster and Dallas South Oak
Cliff in the Pantego Christian
Tournament.

The Lady Eagles are looking to
finish near the top of the district
standings and are vying to snap
a five-year playoff drought if they
clinch this season. If the drought
ends, Trinity looks to relish the
opportunity and is optimistic about
making a deep run.

Adnian's Custom
(f CLEANERS

Best wishes
for success
to our local

athletes!

ALEDO - 817-441-6377 - 621 F.M. 1187 N.
FORT WORTH - 817-732-5171 - 5800 CAMP BOWIE
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Eagles eager to take next step on gridiron

By Geoff Heppes
The Community News

After being limited to one win
in each of the 2022 and 2023 sea-
sons, the Trinity Christian Academy
Eagles football team is eager to
continue to compete at a high level
while being in a position to succeed
with experienced players returning
on both sides of the ball.

“Our main goal is to compete
better each week and put ourselves
in a position to be successful,” head
coach Cody McKenzie said. “The
last couple of years have been trying
with young players and a limited
roster. This year we have grown
in size and numbers. Our young
players are upperclassmen with two
varsity seasons under their belt. We
have added a few to the roster that
have made an instant impact on
this team.”

Some of those impact players
include Canaan Kaznowski, who will
be the team’s quarterback while also
playing defensive back. MCKenzie
said Kaznowski is a dynamic athlete
who is making plays with his arm
and feet. Skill players helping him
make it happen include Pearson
Kuykendall, Braxton Lewis, Owen
Coates, Hank Nash, Patrick Gullatt,
and Marshall Hughes.

In the trenches, Rhyder Dawson,
Kadin James, Matthew Nester,

Max Johnson, Micah Harless, and
Brogan Chapman are expected to
play a major role this season and
the Eagles will be relying on them
to clear the way.

“We are a much more physical
team this season,” McKenzie said.
“Our players have busted their tails
since the offseason getting stronger
and tougher both physically and
mentally. Staying healthy will be a
vital factor in our success, but the
improvements made in the offsea-
son have led to a much improved
team on the field.”

TCA will return between five
and seven starters on each side of
the ball, according to McKenzie.
Furthermore, the Eagles aim to
up their scoring average from nine
points per game and to lower their
defensive average of 27 points per
game from a season ago.

The team’s motto this year is
“TOUGH,” which McKenzie said
stands for being tough mentally,
physically and spiritually based on
scripture from 2 Corinthians 4:8-
9, which will be needed to fuel the
team’s impact in the win column.

“Each week the goal is to be 1-0,”
McKenzie said. “The players are
ready, they are holding each other
accountable.”

PHOTOS BY DAVID NESTOR

TRINITY CHRISTIAN ACADEMY

Pearson Kuykendall (9) and Micah Harless (56) are among the returning players for Trinity Christian Academy
this season.

Our players have busted their tails since the offseason getting
stronger and tougher both physically and mentally.

Cody McKenzie
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Varsity Cheerleaders and Varsity Dance Team
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Aledo Varsity Dance Team The Aledo Varsity Cheerleaders
Aledo Bearcat Regiment

KRISTIN MORALES/MEMORABLE MOMENTS
The Aledo Bearcat Regiment will be on the field at halftime and providing music and cheers during games, in addition to their busy contest schedule.
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