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WEATHERFORD
Council
designates
James
Hamilton Day

Former resident
honored

By Jim Zimmermann
The Community News

The latest meeting of the
Weatherford City Council on Aug.
13 was a time
of remem-
brance for
James Milburn
Hamilton, who
passed away
on June 25 in
Lubbock. The
day of a proc-
lamation in his
honor was des-
ignated as Aug.
14, which was
also his birthday.

Aug. 14 was also the day of
his funeral as he is now buried
next to his mother, father, and
grandparents.

Mayor Paul Paschall said of the
evening, “It is a special night here in
the city chambers, we are recogniz-
ing a special man who we lost but
the world truly enjoyed.”

Hamilton was born in
Weatherford in 1963 and was a
long-time resident. He graduated
from Weatherford High School and
Weatherford College, returning to
teach in the Weatherford School
District.

In 2017 he accepted a teaching
position in Gonzales, where he also
served on the planning and zoning
commission and economic develop-
ment corporation.

Among his many accomplish-
ments, Hamilton was the youngest
president of the Weatherford
Optimists Club. He also worked in
Washington D.C. as an intern, later
joining the staff for Democratic
Representative Charles Stenholm
of Texas.

While in Washington, Hamilton
worked hard with Stenholm to pre-
serve Social Security, along with
working on veterans affairs and
education issues.

Hamilton was a graduate of
Howard Payne University with a
degree in education. He was also
student body president.

He loved being a student so
much he decided to become a
teacher. He received a full scholar-
ship in choir from Howard Payne
University where he received his
bachelor’s degree in education.
He also served as president of the
Student Body at Howard Payne.

He would go on to also earn two
master’s degrees.

Hamilton and his wife Kelly had
a daughter, Ruby Jacqueline.
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Serving Aledo - the Annettas -

Fabulous First Week

It was all smiles walking into the first day at Vandergriff Elementary School on Wednesday, Aug. 14.

Turn to Section B to read all about Back to School.

Hudson Oaks - Willow Park, Texas
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WILLOW PARK

Ribbon cut for new trail and more

By Rick Mauch

The Community News

The leaders of Willow Park
pride themselves on dreaming
big. Chief among those dreams
is the growth of King’s Gate and
numerous amenities designed to
enhance life in the community.

Thursday morning, Aug. 15,
Mayor Doyle Moss cut the rib-
bon to signify stepping into that
dream, which could also include
items such as a restroom - which
many have called for - along with
multi-use courts, some small
pavilions, a grand lawn, natu-
ral settings and perhaps even a
small disc golf course.

“This has been three years in
the making. We're grateful to Kyle
Wilks and Wilks Development,”

Turn to PARK, page A3

Mayor Doyle Moss cuts the ribbon at King’s Gate Park while
city officials and members of the Parker County Chamber of

Commerce surround him.

RICK MAUCH/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

CORRECTION

In The Community News’
volleyball preview pub-
lished in the Aug. 16 issue,
the information about
Trinity Christian Academy’s
volleyball program was
entirely inaccurate.

At press time we were
unable to confirm the
correct information.

ANNETTA
Council provides
security cameras

for schools

Stuard, Annetta
Elementary Schools
to receive equipment
By Jim Zimmermann

The Community News

With a constant emphasis
on student safety in schools, the
Annetta Town Council passed an
item that will provide additional
security and safety at two elemen-
tary schools at their most recent
meeting on Aug. 15.

Stuard and Annetta Elementary
Schools, both located in Annetta,
will receive new security cameras
installed by Flock Group Inc.

Annetta Mayor Sandy Roberts
explained how the city was able to
provide financing for the new secu-
rity equipment.

“The money was provided by
using CCPD funds. The Crime
Control and Prevention District is
funding, provided by a half-cent
sales tax, to implement crime reduc-
tion strategies,” Roberts said. “If the
money was not allocated to this
fund, then the state had the right to
use this money at their discretion.”

In other business:

* The fiscal year 2024-25 budget
was approved. It features a gen-
eral fund of 485,400, an increase
from last year’s 346,000.

* Roberts was approved to execute
a new electricity contract when
market prices are favorable.

WEATHERFORD COLLEGE

Visit the old West in the Murph

1,600 books in

collectlon

By Christopher Amos
The Community News

Take a trip back in time to the
old west and experience Native
American culture, cattle drive
cooking, Colt-toting town sher-
iffs, and early life on the prairie.
Maybe experience cabin life or
learn to tan a hide.

You can end your adventure
wandering through exciting
western fiction and folklore.

You won't need a time
machine. All it takes is a book
from the Murphey Western

Institute wing of the Weatherford
College library.

Hitch your wagon in the north
parking lot off East Park Avenue
in Weatherford, mosey between
the Doss Student Building and
Administration Building, then
past the historic plaza featuring
the giant bell from Old Main and
you will find the Speaker Jim
Wright Library.

The decor and presentation of
the Murphey wing was selected
from Weatherford area antique
galleries, so curling up on a couch
with one of the 1,600 signifi-
cant or historical books is cozy

Turn to MURPHEY, page A2
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Library Director Valorie Starr shows a case of Hopi Kachina Dolls in the
Murphey Western Institute collection.
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Linda Barron
Linda Ann

Obituaries

26 years in Ghana and the Azores
Islands off the coast of

Rierson Barron, 85, of
Hudson Oaks, Texas,
passed peacefully on
Wednesday, August 7,
2024.

Linda  was a
1956 graduate of [
Warwick High School (
in Newport News, ¥
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Portugal.

She is preceded in
death by her parents, John
and Mozelle Rierson;
brothers, John and James
Rierson; daughter, Carole
Sue Barron; and beloved
husband of 65 years,
James Barron.

-

Virginia. She and her
husband, James, spent

their lives together
serving churches in Kentucky,
Mississippi, and Texas. They

served as Baptist missionaries for

Linda Barron

Lindais survived by her
children, Angela (Bruce)
Hennington, Stephen
(Bernie) Barron; her grandchil-
dren, Daniela (Ankush Saha)
Barron, and Lennart Barron; her

brother-in-Law, Frank Barron;
and her nieces and nephews in
Mississippi, Indiana, and Florida.

A celebration of Linda’s life is
scheduled for Saturday, August
24, 2024 at the Church at The
Crossing, 128 Elm St., Aledo,
Texas, 76008. Visitation will be
at 1 p.m., followed by a service at
2 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, the fami-
ly requests donations please be
made to the International Mission
Board’s Lottie Moon Offering of
Richmond, Virginia.
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John Allen Lemons II

John Allen Lemons
IT of Aledo passed away
peacefully on Monday
afternoon, August 5,
2024 at home in the
arms of his wife of 56
years, Patsy Garner
Lemons. He was 77.

Born and raised
in Fort Worth, John
accepted Jesus as his
Lord and Savior at
the age of 11 and was
a member of Temple Baptist
Church, where he sang in the choir
and was active in the youth group.
He graduated from Trimble Tech
High School in 1965 and joined
the United States Air Force on
August 5, 1966.

It was at Temple Baptist
Church where he met the love of
his life, Patsy Garner. They mar-
ried on March 24, 1968, and built
a beautiful life and family togeth-
er with three cherished children,
Kevin, Kim and Corey.

John served his country in
the United States Air Force for
three years six months, 27 days
as a Sergeant. He was an aircraft
instrument systems repairman
for jets and all other aircraft and
proudlyserved one tourin Vietnam
at Phu Cat Air Base and Tan Son
Nhut Air Base from February 27,
1969 - March 1, 1970. He was a

John Lemons |l

hero and was awarded the Bronze
Star for valor in combat.
He continued to serve
his country in the United
State Air Force Reserves
and retired as Master
Sergeant in 1992. John
worked from the time he
was old enough to sweep
a broom in his Dad’s cab-
inet shop. He held many
jobs over the years and
retired from the Defense
Contract Management
Agency in March of 2007.

John enjoyed singing in the
church choir, had a love for classic
cars and fixing them up (some-
times out of necessity) taking
vacations with his family of five all
over the country, visiting almost all
50 states and then after his retire-
ment, traveling to many countries
all over the world with his favorite
travel companion, Patsy. He also
loved Patsy’s cooking, Diet Coke,
pancake syrup on cornbread, Blue
Bell Homemade vanilla ice cream,
cherry pie, chicken fried steak,
and Kim’s chocolate chip cookies.

Nothing brought John more
joy than his family and taking
care of them. He never missed
an opportunity to be a husband,
father, father-in-law, or grand-
father. He would offer or even
show up to help with whatev-
er task before you even had an

opportunity to ask. He was known
to his grandchildren as “Pops,” and
showed up for all the grandkids
activities along with “Gigi” and
was their biggest cheerleaders.
He was known for telling stories,
cracking all the jokes, and quoting
the best movie lines, carrying a
comb in his back pocket for most
of his life, giving hugs freely, and
being able to fix just about any-
thing and everything. Anyone that
knew him really enjoyed him.

In addition to his devoted wife,
Patsy, who lovingly and beautifully
cared for him, John is survived by
his son, Kevin Lemon; his daugh-
ter, Kimberly Thompson and her
husband Carey Thompson and
son, Corey Lemons and his wife
Katie Lemons; grandchildren,
Riley, Victoria, Juliet and Henry
Thompson and Kelsey Lemons;
sister, Judy Harper of Granbury
and many In-Laws, Nephews,
Nieces and Cousins.

A Memorial Service celebrat-
ing his life was held on August 11
at First Baptist Church of Saginaw.
He was be laid to rest privately at
the DFW National Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, the family
asks that expressions of sympathy
be made to your local church in
pursuit of spreading the gospel
message in your community.
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MURPHEY

from page Al

as scooting up to a night camp-
fire. Library director Valorie Starr
intended it that way. Decorations
include western art, artifacts, and a
display of wood Hopi kachina dolls.
The Hopi tribe is a sovereign nation
located in northeastern Arizona.

“Pioneer Trail, Oregon Trail,
Santa Fe Trail, cattle ranching, these
are all categorized in various genres,’
Starr explained. “Rodeo is its own
genre, and gunfighters as well. This
is all growing, so you see there is a lot
of room for growth.”

Western novel fans can enjoy
searching through hundreds of
paperback novels from popular
authors. Research encyclopedias and
coffee table books are also available
for study. Most books are available
for checkout, with a few rare books
intended for in-library enjoyment.

An 1860 Cherokee translated
New Testament is displayed with
other collectable books.

Starr explained patrons do not
need to be Weatherford College stu-
dents to access the Murphey Western
Institute collection, but can obtain
a library account if a resident of
Parker, Palo Pinto, Wise, Jack or
Hood Counties.

The majority of the titles come
from the collection of music art-
ist and history enthusiast Michael
Martin Murphey, who has six gold
albums, multiple Grammy Award
nominations, TV and film honors,

CHRISTOPHER AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS
Jamie and Michael Brinkley donated a
guitar autographed by Michael Martin
Murphey with the lyrics to Wildfire
handwritten around the edges.
and induction into the Western
Music Hall of Fame. According to
his manager, Tim Payne, Murphey
averages 75 shows a year.

Other book donations come
from the collections of Dr. Stephen
Brotherton, the Carl Steiger family,
and John and Margaret Runion.

A guitar donated by Jamie and
Michael Brinkley is on display in the
library. The “Wildfire” guitar is signed
by Murphey and has the hand-writ-
ten lyrics to the song “Wildfire”
around the edges. Purchase of the
collectable guitars from Murphey go
toward the building of the Murphey
Western Institute in collaboration
with the Doss Heritage and Culture
Center west of Weatherford College.
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Books on loan from the Murphey Western Institute are categorized and
labeled with special inserts to not damage the integrity of the book.
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PARK

from page Al

Moss said. “We’re very excited about
our parks.”

The park was created in 2021 as
part of the Willow Park north devel-
opment. It is located on King’s Gate
Road between Meadow Place Drive
and the Interstate 20 Service Road
near The Shops at Willow Park.

In August of 2023 the Willow
Park City Council voted to accept
the dedication of the park from
Wilks Development to the city
and agreed to repay the cost of
replatting.

Trinity Track

The Weatherford Mountain
Bike Club is fundraising for around
$16,500 to construct a mountain
bike skills area and trail called
Trinity Track, which is partly
underway. It is suitable for all ages,
including children and beginners.
When completed, the mountain
bike trails in Willow Park will
expand to encompass around 70
miles covering around 1,000 acres,
said Weatherford Mountain Bike
Club President Larry Colvin.

Colvin noted that the ultimate
goal is to have a trail system that will
include Willow Park, Weatherford,
Aledo, Hudson Oaks, Annetta and
Annetta North.

“I spent over a year riding
around and looking at ariels, get-
ting the topography of the land,”
he said. “T've met with those people
(officials) and shared what we're
trying to do, and they’re listening.”

As for the part of the track that
already exists, Colvin told the crowd
at the ribbon cutting, “T hope every-
body enjoys it and it’s the beginning
of more things to come.”

For those wishing to help with
the cause, donations can be made at
these locations:

RICK MAUCH/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

With his mom, Kristen Czudak, encouraging him, 2-year-old Tobias Czudak takes his bike across a small bridge on the Trinity Track at King’s Gate Park.
While in its early stages, the mountain bike trail at King’s Gate Park is planned to expand and encompass as many as 70 miles over 1,000 acres.

*Willow Park Plains Capital
Bank, 100 Crown Pointe Blvd.,
Suite 102.

*Willow Park City Hall, 120 El
Chico Tr.

Checks should be made out to
Weatherford Mountain Bike Club.

Benefit to community

Shadow Johns, owner of Shadow
Trail Designs, is working with
Colvin to design the mountain bike
trail. He said communities with
amenities such as the trail and other
possibilities such as those Willow
Park is considering are a major
plus when it comes to attracting
newcomers - and it’s great for those
already living there.

“It gets the people out and not
in front of the TV, he said. “Things
such as meeting friends there, the
camaraderie, doing something in
nature, that’s great.”

He then gave an example of the
attraction of such amenities, refer-
encing another trail.

“I was riding with a guy at the
Parks of Aledo. He bought a lot
right on the trail. He bought it
because he had a trail next door,”
Johns said.

Wish list

Currently, King’s Gate Park has a
playground highlighted by a jungle
gym and other play equipment, with
benches next to the playground. On
both sides are small sports fields.

There is also a walking trail - not to
be confused with the mountain bike
trail being built - that goes around
the entire park, including lots of
green space.

However, an upcoming pub-
lic survey will help determine the
park’s growth. The city will be
gathering input from the citizens
concerning what they want most.

“This park is the biggest endeav-
or in the parks system for Willow
Park,” City Manager Bryan Grimes
said. “I am out here daily and I can
see the asset to the community. You
can see it in the smiles of the kids.

“The mountain bike trail only
adds to that. Families and kids uti-
lize it, which only enhances the
quality of life in Willow Park.”

Both Grimes and Moss credit-
ed Mayor Pro Tem Lea Young for
spearheading the effort to expand
the park’s amenities. Young was
unable to be at the ribbon cutting
due to illness.

“This is pretty much the vision of
Lea from Day 1,” Grimes said. “Lea
led the charge. We would not be
here without her tenacity and vision
- and she didn’t staff it out.”

Moss, who travels the world,
compared Young’s vision to what he
has seen in other parts of the world.

“I think London is about 50 per-
cent green space,” he said. “You can
see in these other countries so much
green space.

“I love walking. I'm so excited.”
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Heat-related deaths in Texas likely undercounted
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Gary Borders

gborders@texaspress.com

As Texans endure the dog
days of summer, experts say
deaths related to heat in Texas
and nationwide are likely under-
counted, the Texas Standard
reported.

With climate change caus-
ing warmer days and nights, last
year was the hottest on record in
Texas. Though this summer has
not been quite as brutal, those
working outside are still at con-
siderable risk.

In 2023, 365 people in Texas
died directly from heat, and
heat was named a contributing
factor in another 197 deaths.
Accounting for heat’s role in a
death is challenging, however.

“The health impacts (of heat)
are a little bit more subtle,” said
cardiologist Sameed Khatana,
assistant professor of medicine
at the University of Pennsylvania.
“They can be delayed. And trying
to tease apart whether a death or
an adverse health effect occurred
due to the temperature is quite
challenging.”

Heat has been called “the
most dangerous phenomenon
that workers face,” according to
the Texas Standard story.

Overcrowding,
understaffing force
jails to move inmates
Jails both large and small
are struggling to properly house
incarcerated people, and millions
in tax dollars are being spent to
transport inmates to other jails,

sometimes in other states, The
Texas Tribune reported.

The number of Texas inmates

housed outside the county where
they were arrested more than
doubled from 2019 to 2024, from
2,078 to 4,358. In June 2024,
41% of Texas county jails housed
inmates elsewhere, according to
the Texas Commission on Jail
Standards.

“Counties are having to think
outside the box,” said Ricky
Armstrong, assistant director of
the Texas Commission on Jail
Standards. “We know there are
some counties housing people out
of state. It's not something we
recommend or encourage, but we
see that as a necessary evil”

Among the factors increasing
the number of inmates held else-
where: a law limiting who can be
released from jail while awaiting
trial; an overburdened mental
health system; and a difficulty in
finding jailers.

While law enforcement offi-
cials advocate for increased jail
space to ease the problem, civil
rights advocates and defense
attorneys say the state should
invest more in mental health ser-
vices and alternatives to jail.

“We are addicted to carcer-
al solutions,” Krish Gundu,
co-founder of the Texas Jail
Project, which advocates for peo-
ple in Texas county jails, told
The Tribune. “If we really cared
about not having these people in
jails, you'd look at why they are
ending up in jail and solve the
problem at the root.”

Paxton threatens
to sue over
State Fair gun policy

Texas Attorney General Ken
Paxton says he will sue the City
of Dallas if it does not change a
new gun policy. The city plans to
ban licensed gun holders from

bringing weapons to the State
Fair of Texas unless they are
active police officers or quali-
fied retired officers. The Dallas
Morning News reported the fair
announced the change after a
shooting last year wounded three
people.

A letter from the AG’s office
to the city of Dallas said the new
policy violates state law, which
says cities and other entities
cannot ban handguns on gov-
ernment property unless there
is a legal exception, such as for
schools.

More than 70 Texas law-
makers issued a letter last week
urging the fair to rescind its new
policy, saying “gun-free zones are
a magnet for crime because they
present less of a threat to those
who seek to do evil,” The News
reported.

Meanwhile, the Houston
Chronicle reported Paxton will
work at a food bank as part of a
plea deal he made in March with
prosecutors to close the securi-
ties fraud case against him. He is
required to complete 100 hours
of community service and pay
about $300,000 in restitution to
the victims.

A cooler and
wetter July for

most of the state

The drought situation in
Texas continues to ease, thanks
in part to a wetter and cooler
July, according to Mark Wentzel,
hydrologist with the Texas Water
Development Board. At the end
of July, 20% of the state was in
drought, down five percentage
points from the end of June. That
is the lowest extent of drought
since October 2021.

To continue reading visit: hitp://
www.community-news.com/sto-
ries/heat-related-deaths-in-tex-
as-likely-undercounted,90124

Idle American

Not a Creature Was Stirring

Dr. Don Newbury

newbury@speakerdoc.com

It was the slowest of hot,
muggy days in the thicket.
Mercury in the thermometer
bulged and lodged in three-digit
territory. Someone said he saw a
dog chasing a rabbit, and both
creatures were walking.

The general store cash regis-
ter had broken the silence twice
before two geezers wandered in,
and they weren't there to buy
anything. Their quest was to
find a domino game.

Realizing that commencing
with just two players meant that
the odds of winning were 50/50,
they resorted to one of their old-
est pastimes.

One of ‘em grabbed the syrup
pitcher, carefully pouring a sin-
gle droplet on the tattered oil
cloth table covering. Then came
all kinds of silly wagers, such
as which fly would discover the
sugary treat first, which would
become stuck and which would
escape and return to flight. Its a
“made-up game” closely parallel-
ing the children’s book, What to
Do When There’s Nothing to Do.

The unlikely pastime pro-
vides credible evidence that the
maxim “fits” when life’s shadows
grow long. In at least two scrip-
tures we are said to be “once an
adult and twice a child.”

The old pair soon abandoned
the “fly game,” since even the
pesky flies thought it too hot to
aimlessly fly.

They spoke of words they
abhor, but grudgingly tolerate.
You won’t hear “no problem” or
“right quick” cross their lips. “No
problem” is a catch-all response
that no longer means anything,

and “right quick” is an expres-
sion for the younger crowd, one
opined. The geezers “gruffed”
about politics, cringing at the
thought of broaching a subject
that surely would darken their
day.

Almost simultaneously, they
extracted their wallets. This
meant there soon would be mul-
tiple pictures of grandchildren,
with verbal descriptions--often
to the point of excess--for each
photo.

Sure enough, one of the
old-timers unfurled a packet of
photos. So many were unleashed
that they almost reached the
floor. The other guy--without
any grandchildren nor pros-
pect of any--was reminded of
childhood days, when perfect
attendance at Vacation Bible
School warranted pin-on med-
als. Over the years, he had so
many medals hanging from his
chest that they--like the string of
his buddy’s photos--could easily
have been tripped over.

“Before you show me pic-
tures of your grandchildren, I
want to show you one of my
pride and joy,” he said, know-
ing the joke to be so old that
describing it merely as rancid
would be complimentary.

The old-timer produced a
single photo showing his “Pride”
(furniture polish) and “Joy”
(dishwashing detergent).

There was
laughter--borderline
gratuitous--before the “grand-
childless” guy admitted, “No

polite

grandkids, but we do have
‘grandcats”’

Watching the vignette
unfold, the general store owner
said, “Men, I don’t think I've
shown you a picture of my new
grandbaby.”

In unison, the two buddies
answered, “No, and we really
appreciate it.”

Oh, me. How often have
we “faked it”-- reaching for
superlatives to thrill parents or
grandparents--when we really
want to say, “Yep, that’s a baby.”

The man who has only
“grandcats” tells about a friend
who has pedaled Science Diet
dog food for decades.

He poses an unlikely ques-
tion upon meeting new friends,
asking them if they have dogs.
If they do, he unerringly offers a
sobering observation.

“I hope youre feeding them
Science Diet; if you don’t, they
will die.”

Such reminds of the pet lover
who provided a major distinc-
tion between dogs and cats. I
thought of several, but remained
silent, wanting to “hear her out.”

“When you ask a dog to ‘stay,
it ‘stays)” she said. “When you
ask a cat to ‘stay; it purrs, Tl get
back with you later””

Hard to argue with that.
Aren’t we fortunate to be able
to select the pets we like? A final
truth for most: We don’t have
pets; pets have us.

Dr. Newbury, longtime university
president, continues to speak and
write. The Idle American, begun
in 2003, is one of the nation’s lon-
gest-running syndicated humor
columns. Contact: 817-447-3872.
Email: newbury@speakerdoc.
com. Website: www.speakerdoc.
com.

Thistles&Roses

Olympics
past and
future

Richard Henderson

richard@rahenderson.com

Another Olympics has come
and gone. More history was made.
More drama. More obsession
with medal counts. I do watch
the medal counts, but I am not
sure what they really mean. The
United States had more medals
than any country. Our current
Olympics nemesis is China, who
finished second.

Does that mean we are the
biggest, baddest country in the
world? The commercialization of
the Olympics has reached an all
time high. The Olympics used
to emphasize amateur athletes.
Now, professional athletes are
prolific. There were 68 NBA play-
ers in men’s basketball. 12 were
on the U.S. team. Basketball has
gone international.

The Soviet Union or Russia
was our main competitor for
years. Now Russia is banned for
repeated violations of perfor-
mance enhancing drugs. They
can’t seem to stop themselves.

The emphasis on amateurism
used to be extreme. Jim Thorpe,
a native American won gold
medals at the 1912 Stockholm
Olympics. It was later discovered
that Thorpe had played summer
ball for a summer sports league
for $5 per game. He was stripped
of his medals in an international
scandal.

My first memories of the
Olympics occurred when I was
16. It was the 1968 Olympics in
Mexico City. Being in the same
time zone, there was much TV
coverage. 1 will never forget
Tommie Smith and John Carlos
raising their black gloved fists as
the U.S. flag was raised and the
Star-Spangled banner was played.

I did not know the signifi-
cance of that “black power” salute.
They faced repercussions. But it
happened at a time when there
was much racial discrimination.

The 1968 Olympics was the
first to have drug testing and
gender verification. It was more
of the same in 2024.

Now, it is all about the money.
NBC has paid more than $7 bil-
lion with a “b” to broadcast the
Olympics through 2032.

I like to watch the Olympics.
The opening and closing ceremo-
nies are big drama.

The idea of having the ath-
letes float down the Seine in
Paris was creative. I enjoyed their
opening ceremonies very much.
The controversy regarding the
Last Supper parody went over my
head. I didn’t realize there was an
issue until the next day when I
saw news reports.

When you get to be of a cer-
tain age, you wonder how many
more Olympics you will see. But
as long as I am able, I will tune
in every four years to watch the
excitement.

LETTERS POLICY

The Community News wel-
comes letters from readers on
topics of local interest. Letters
should be signed and should be
limited to approximately 300
words. Please include a tele-
phone number or other contact
information so the identity of
the letter writer can be verified.
Send letters to The Community
News, P.O. Box 1031, Aledo, TX
76008 or e-mail to news@com-
munity-news.com.



http://www.community-news.com/stories/heat-related-deaths-in-texas-likely-undercounted,90124
http://www.community-news.com/stories/not-a-creature-was-stirring,90125
https://www.community-news.com/stories/olympics-past-and-future,90248
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SEPTEMBER3

Dementia Support Group
Join the Dementia
Support Group from 4-5
p.m. at Harvest of Aledo
1043 Bailey Ranch Rd.
Even more so, we value the
efforts of the caregivers,
especially the families of
our residents.

This meeting will take
place on the second
Tuesday of every month.
For more information call
682-209-0643

SEPTEMBER12

Alzheimer’s Group

The East Parker County
Alzheimer’s Group meets
from 1-3 p.m. on the sec-
ond Thursday of each
month at Aledo United
Methodist Church, 100
Pecan. Drive. For more
information, call 817-441-
8329.

S ACRE

ALEDO UNITED METHODIST CHURCH LORD'

FALLFESTIVA

Saturday, October 12
¥ A

OCTOBER12

Aledo UMC Lord’s Acre
Fall Festival

Gather the family for a

fall bucket list event y’all
won’t want to miss from 10
a.m. - 3 p.m. on Saturday,
October 12th

AUMC will host its annu-

al community fall fest

with kid’s activities, food,
vendors, silent and live
auctions, live music perfor-
mances, and community
fun. The money raised
helps support AUMC'’s
mission efforts in Aledo,
surrounding areas, state-
wide and around the world.
Forward this event to all

10amto 3 pm

your friends and follow us
on our page to stay in the
loop on all the fun things

we have planned!

OCTOBER19

2024 Aledo Fest

Aledo fest will be from 10
.m. - 2 p.m. on Saturday,
October 19 in downtown
Aledo. It will feature live
music and activities for
kids of all ages.

Meet your local businesses
at vendor booths, do some
gift shopping, and get a lit-
tle something for yourself!
Come hungry for a vari-
ety of food trucks on-site
for good eats & autumn
treats!

Vendor and sponsorship
applications are available
now - please visit our web-
site. https:/www.aledotx.
gov/AledoFest

EVENT SUBMISSIONS

Send event submissions to events@community-news.com.
Please include time, date, and place of the event, a short
description, and phone/email for obtaining further infor-
mation, along with photos, graphics, or flyers.

-
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34

35

39

43
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ACROSS
book by TX game
hunter Buck: “Bring
‘em____ Alive”
TXism: “liquid ___”
(perfume)
on the Gulf
Fort Worth’s Cullen
was found not guilty
in death of this Farr
Heisman winner
Brown from Dallas
Kelvin Martin left
Cowboys in 1993 for
this Seattle team
hair cutting action
racetracks have to
pay fees
popular “emergency”
TV show
this actor Busey
was TX Buddy Holly
TXism: “couldn’t find
hide ____ hair of him”
TX Charlie Dunn was
first to put
roses on boots
publication: Texas
Farm &
Green Bay Packers’
home state (abbr.)
TX Armstrong was
stripped of his _____
__ France titles
TX outlaw booty
TXism: “counts his
money with _
measure” (rich)
TXism: “
as a coyote with
a rubber chicken”
cheerleader cries
former U.S. Con-
gressman, Ortiz

45 TXism: “let*__rip!”

46 Valley vera plant

47 neither’s sidekick
48 football rally

50 TX O’Connor: “Land does
____away, dollars do”

53 Bevo’s school (abbr.)
54 TXism: “__ broke |

couldn’t change my mind”
55 TX Willie’s “Turn Out the
Over”

Lights the
56 a thing without equal

TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

Copyright 2024 by Orbison Bros.
p—

59 TX Orbison’s
“That
You Feelin’ Again”
60 “redasa___”
61 April 15 agcy.
62 pos. of Rangers’
Corey Seager

DOWN

1 bomb explosions
2 state capital
3 Texas-based Blue
Bell products are
richer &
4 Abilene FM radio
9 Oliver Hardy’s
“pardner” (init.)
10 San Jacinto battle
lasted __ min.
11 TXism: “fits like
sardinesin_ __
12 TXism: “skeedaddle
outof ___”

13 “ you can”

14 TX-born jockey
Shoemaker (init.)

15 TXism for relatives

16 road equipment not
seen in South
Texas (2 wds.)

18 flavor of 3-down:

‘_cream

20 past winning
Miami QB Bob

24 TXism: “keep__
under your hat”

25 approving head bob

26 former Astro out-
fielder, Gonzalez
(1990-95)

27 fire crime

59

28

29

3

perg

32
33

60

61

62

in Lubbock County 49
on U.S. 82 51
expel a foreigner 52
from the country

state buildings 57
are ___-smoking
Bowie’s Alamo bed 58
aircraft hard to

detect by radar

P-1700

Goddess of Liberty
atop Texas Capitol
is aluminum
after lunch (abbr.)
TX V.T. Hamlin’s
comic: Alley
TXism: “got the

” (clumsy)
“cement pond”
sarcastic insult
an “Achy Breaky”
Cyrus (init.)
noted 1960s UT
linebacker, Tommy
Denton’s historic
hardware store
(now closed)

Jim Martin - reacor:

5189 E. I-20 Service Rd N

Suite 106
Willow Park, TX 76087

Office: 817.441.2255
Cell: 817.538.6846

Jim@MartinLandSales.com

TX BROKER®

RailheadRealty.com

“.ge’zwhg every jézm[(q as pa’zz,‘ 0j[ outr own /é’z over 60 yea'zs”

FUNERAL
RS

CHAPEL i g

913 N. EIm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

Ot newest additional location
Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 1-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

Check out our businesses

for sale at tworld.com

() TRANS

WORLD

Business Advisors

Business Sales + Franchises * Mergers & Acquisitions

Propane Sales
and Service

On the Square
in Weatherford

7 &
D

OF PROPANE
. 1958-2023

103 W. Church » 817-596-8758 « 817-594-2612

Looking for
the Top Dog?

It’s a local call!

THE
COMMUNITY
NEWS

Visit us today at
1911 S. Main St.

Commum

CREDIT UNIO

ty

You’re worth more (to us)
Weatherford’s #1 Family Credit Union

(817) 835-5000

www.ftwccu.org

Open to those who live, work, or
attend school in Tarrant, Denton,
Parker, and Johnson Counties.

Ginger Adams

O: 682-888-0601
C: 817-888-0178

gadams@tworld.com
www.tworld.com/weatherford

k ANCER-FIGHTING

ROCK STXRS

@AREITY'

THE CENTER FOR CANCER AND BLOOD DISORDERS


https://www.community-news.com/calendar/
http://www.ftwccu.org
http://www.texasbutane.com
http://www.tworld.com/weatherford
http://www.thecentertx.com
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TexSCAN Week of
Aug. 25-31, 2024

AUCTION

Three Development Site in Austin, TX, minutes from
UT Austin and downtown. Bankruptcy sale. Bid deadline
Oct. 7. 855-755-2300, HilcoRealEstateSales.com.

CHARITY

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup
and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car
Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today!

CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide
coverage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract,
no hidden fees and activation is free. All plans feature
unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For
more information, call 1-855-493-3803.

ENERGY

Backup power — peace of mind. Get a standard
warranty of 7 years, $849 value. Call 888-925-0261,
Briggs & Stratton Energy Solutions.

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a
generator. It’s a power move.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare
Cancellation Experts. Over $50,000,000 in timeshare
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free informational
package and learn how to get rid of your timeshare!
Free consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. Call
855-501-6864.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath
or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time,
waving ALL installation costs! (Additional terms
apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. (Offer
ends 8/25/24.) Call 1-855-965-0841.

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467

www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

OIL & GAS RIGHTS

We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

WATER DAMAGE

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:
A small amount of water can lead to major damage
in your home. Our trusted professionals do complete
repairs to protect your family and your home’s value!
Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027. Have zip code of service
location ready when you call!

WANTED

Need Extra Cash — I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes
—Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition — Old/New, Dirty
or Clean! I PAY CAS$H. No Title — No Problem, we
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network
200 Participating Texas Newspapers * Regional Ads

Start At $250 - Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We

urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the

Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice of Initiation of the Section 106 Process-Public Participation
in accordance with the Federal Communications Commission reg-
ulations (47 CFR § 1.1307) for Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act (NHPA) and for the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) and the Program Comment for Positive Train Control
and Infrastructure. Union Pacific Railroad proposes to construct

a 60’ monopole (65’ in overall height) communications pole with
associated equipment at the following approximate location in
Parker County, Texas within the existing railroad right-of-way:

« Coordinates: 32.680902, -97.554608; Mile Post #260.55,
Benbrook;

* Coordinates: 32.681313, -97.584503; Mile Post #262.57,
Benbrook;

e Coordinates: 32.701555552, -97.62024912; Mile Post #265.09,
Aledo.

We respectfully request that parties interested in providing comment
on the proposed undertaking relative to potential effects on cultural
or historic properties should contact GSS, Inc., 3311 109th Street,
Urbandale, IA 50322; Ph. (515) 331-2103, within 30 days of the
date of this publication (GSS# W24239-TX-8/9/11)

City of Willow Park
Notice of Public Hearing

The City of Willow Park City Council will hold a public hearing on
the matter listed below:

PUBLIC HEARING to consider a request for Special Use Permit
regarding the placement of a temporary free-standing off-premise
sign on Lot S PT 1, Block 1; Trinity Meadows Subdivision, in the
City of Willow Park, Parker County, Texas.

Meeting Date: Tuesday, September 10, 2024
6:00 PM

Willow Park City Hall

120 EI Chico Trail, Ste A

Willow Park, TX 76087

Time:
Location:

Any member of the public has the right to appear at the Public
Hearing. Please contact the Development Department at 817-441-
7108 x100 or tfisher@willowpark.org with any questions.

The above notice was posted on the bulletin board at the City of
Willow Park City Hall, Willow Park, Texas on/before August 16, 2024
by 5:00 p.m.

SERVICES Biacikl Last Puzzle
BEAUTIFUL DOORS AISIEIA Solution
REFIN.ISHED BY TE.N.NYSON ? T“AAN S|E[A[H[AW[K Sh
Beautiful Doors Refinished o PR CE 'j!s e
bytennyson/Front N TINILIA] 1 |DMRIAIN|CIH[N[EW|S W[ T]

1T]|OJU|R|D[E L[o[O]T A[T|A[P[E
Doors, Garage Doors, D[ 1[S[A[P|P|O[I [NT EmiL L[s
Also,: Shutters, Wood SSEQMSE 3 DoEE f%\?vE
Trim , Weather Stripping, oy o OMMRCAATZS
Hardware, Door Adjustments Lo ﬁr
& More! Call or Text 817- TIR[S
305-3087. Thank You! S 51700

BALLOON DECORATIONS PAINTING: Let my 50 years

ORDINANCE NO. 907-24

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF WILLOW PARK, TEXAS,
ADOPTING AND ENACTING A NEW CODE OF ORDINANCES;
PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF CERTAIN ORDINANCES NOT
INCLUDED THEREIN; PROVIDING A PENALTY FOR THE VIOLATION
THEREOF NOT EXCEEDING $500 GENERALLY OR NOT EXCEEDING
$2,000 FOR VIOLATIONS RELATING TO FIRE SAFETY, ZONING OR
PUBLIC HEALTH AND SANITATION OR NOT EXCEEDING $4,000
FOR VIOLATIONS RELATING TO DUMPING OF REFUSE; PROVIDING
FOR THE AMENDMENT OF SUCH CODE; AND PROVIDING WHEN
SUCH CODE AND THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE.

PASSED AND APPROVED ON THIS DAY 13TH DAY OF AUGUST, 2024.

CRYSTAL R. DOZIER, TRMC, CMC
CITY SECRETARY
CITY OF WILLOW PARK

for any Event: Weddings,
Corporate, Baby Showers,
Grand Openings, Birthdays,
Anniversaries, Quinceaneras.
CALL Sally 817-484-8353

experience work for you. We
do interior and exterior res-
idential and custom home
painting. Bobby McWilliams
817-821-6377

WE BU

Both non-producing and producing
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)

OIL, GAS, &
MINERAL RIGHTS

Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422

LOBO MINERALS, LLC

PO Box 1800 « Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

City of Aledo
Fiscal Year 2024-2025
Budget Cover Page
September 5, 2024

This budget will raise more revenue from property taxes than last
year's budget by an amount of $425,422, which is a 14.71 percent
increase from last year’s budget. The property tax revenue to be
raised from new property added to the tax roll this year is $178,497.

Property Tax Rate Comparison

2024-2025 2023-2024
Property Tax Rate: $0.390082/100  $0.383113/100
No-New-Revenue Tax Rate: $0.357243/100  $0.318911/100
No-New-Revenue Maintenance
& Operations Tax Rate: $0.249548/100  $0.242829/100
Voter-Approval Tax Rate: $0.390082/100  $0.383113/100
Debt Rate: $0.131800/100  $0.131785/100

Total debt obligation for Aledo secured by property taxes: $1,148,529

TEXAS PRESS
ASSOCIATION

MEMBER 2024

Business Cards

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS®

Financial Advisor

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100

Aledo, TX 76008

Bus. 817-441-4108 « Fax 800-656-0301
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

CALEB W. COX
817-980-2709

ERVICES

Vanity Tops Tubs
Whirlpool Tubs Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE

2927 Greenlee Park Trail
Weatherford, Texas 76088

W

HEARING
CARE CENTER

4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702

Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre

@

RACE A/

Heating & Air Conditioning

47 Years Experience * Sales & Service
HASoN SCo77” &/7-269-6027

LICENSE #TACLB 63540E

We have lots of room
for your stuff!

187 MINI'STORAGE

1515 E. FM 1187 - Aledo, Texas - 81 7-504-7662
Call for availability - Boat & RV parking - $50 .
10x10 $65 » 10x20 $95 « 10x30 $140

K

Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t I

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

(817) 249-2028 Ken Hartman, Proprietor

Natural Granite * Solid Surface ¢ Silestone (@13 NGYNNN Phone: 817.263.1971
817-341-8970 www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
e ]
?“e‘“a‘eg .
<« B

LANCE NORMAN ROOFING

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

Insurance Claims Handled

* COMPOSITION SHINGLES
* WOOD SHINGLES

* NEW ROOFS « REROOFS
* REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 - mobile (817) 996-2726

Office: 817-565-4658
Talk and text 817-771-9661

ROSS GUTTERS

In Business Since 1995

5 & 6 Inch Seamless Gutters ¢ Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial « New & Repair

FREE SPLASH BLOCKS FOR A LIMITED TIME

* KIMBERLY MEYER,

% ABR, CRS, GRI
R— REALTOR®
CSkS‘JEEFkL Cell (817) 929-0347

REALTY kimberly.meyer@cbdfw.com

5924 Convair Drive #420
Fort Worth, TX 76109
www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer

@Operaled by a subsidary
== of NRT, LLC

Global Luxury Specialist

THE

CommunITY NEWS

PO. Box 1031, Aledo, TX « 817-441-7661
& www.community-news.com

/" "Tor info about advertising on the
#/  Business Card Page, call 817-441-7661.

DRAKE
ELECTRICAL
SERVICES L.L.C.

817-441-8633

« » NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS * *
RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR « LICENSED & INSURED
TECL #19987



http://www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer
http://www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
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SPOI'ts

FOOTBALL

Practices going well as season approaches

CHRISTOPHER AMOS/COMMUNITY NEWS

Aledo head football coach Robby Jones addresses players during an intrasquad scrimmage on Aug. 17.

By Rick Mauch
The Community News

With the start of the regular season a
week away, the Aledo Bearcats are well
into preparation to begin defense of their
2023 state championship — the most
recent in their state-record history of 12
state titles.

In each of the past two seasons the
Bearcats have won the Class 5A Division
I championship. They won three straight
in 5A Division II from 2018-20. Their list
of titles includes overall 5A titles, as well
as 4A and 3A championships.

Practices began on Aug. 5 with 91
freshmen eager to put their imprint on
the legendary program. A week later
sophomores through seniors turned out.

“Practice has gone well. The kids have
retained a lot of stuff that we worked on
in the spring and summer workouts,”
head coach Robby Jones said. “I think the
kids are ready to be finished with the UIL
acclimation period and get back to nor-
mal practices without limitations.”

With school beginning earlier this sea-
son, only the freshmen were able to get in
extended workouts before having to start
classes. And during that week, coaches also
had teacher in-service meetings from 8
a.m.-4 p.m., so practices began at 5:15 a.m.

Turn to FOOTBALL, page A8

TENNIS

Racquet Cats win three in a week

District now begins

By Kelly Dishman
Special to The Community News

The Aledo varsity tennis team
concluded its fall pre-district
schedule with a 7-3 record and a
three-match winning streak.

The team faced Midlothian on
Aug. 9 and came away with an
11-8 win. On Aug. 12, they won
against Haslet Eaton with a 12-7
score, and on Aug. 13 posted a
12-7 victory against Wichita Falls
Memorial.

Midlothian proved to be a chal-
lenging competitor with many
matches going to tie-breakers. Boys
doubles Line 1 Jacob Heckathorn/
Francois Britz (4-6, '7-5, 1-0) and

Line 3 Noah Nottingham/Tom
Ruminsky (6-3, 6-1) won. In girls
doubles, Line 2 McKinley Hayes/
Lila Satterfield (8-6, 6-2) and Line
3 Eleanor Jack/Patrice Loftin
(6-2, 6-3) were victorious. Paxton
Psencik and Natalie Nawrocki also
won a challenging mixed doubles
line (6-2, 7-5).

Boys’ singles with wins were
Line 1 Heckathorn (6-2, 6-1), line
4 Britz (6-2, 6-3) and Line 6
Psencik (6-3, 6-3). Posting wins
for the girls’ singles were Line 3
Elli Kate Bussmeir (6-1, 6-1), Line
5 Sydney Byrd (1-6, 6-0, 1-0) and
Line 6 Jack (7-5, 6-1).

The team started their back-
to-school week with a victory
against Eaton High School. Two

lines in boys doubles were wins,
Heckathorn/Britz (6-2, 2-6, 1-0)
and Line 2 Ben Kurth/Casen
Freeland (6-3, 6-3). All double
lines were won by the girls teams
with Line 1 Bussmeir/Bryanna Orr
(6-3, 6-4), Line 2 McKinley Hayes/
Lila Satterfield (6-1, 6-1) and Line
3 Jack/Nawrocki (6-2, 6-3).

Britz won his singles in a tough
tie-breaker match, posting 2-6,
6-2, 1-0. All six lines were wins
for the girls, Line 1 Lila Satterfield
(6-0, 6-1), Line 2 Orr (6-3, 7-5),
Line 3 Bussmeir (6-2, 6-1), Line
4 McKinley Hayes (6-4, 4-6, 1-0),
Line 5 Byrd (6-1, 6-2) and Line 6
Gracie Heydman (6-2, 6-2).

Turn to TENNIS, page A8

CROSS COUNTRY

By Rick Mauch
The Community News

With their entire team back from
last season, the Aledo Ladycats sent
a message that they are once again
a program to be reckoned with as
they won the championship of the
prestigious Waxahachie Wood house
Invitational at Maypearl on Saturday,
Aug. 17.

It was the first 5K meet of the sea-
son for Aledo, which ran in the Brock
Six-Mile Relay the week before.

The Ladycats, who finished sec-
ond in the state in 2023, won the
Elite Girls division, scoring 69 points
to outdistance runner-up Dallas
Highland Park with 83.

“This was a great meet for com-
petition, with the likes of Highland
Park, Colleyville Heritage, Coppell,

Ladycats win elite meet

and Allen in attendance,” Aledo
coach Mike Pinkerton said. “There
were many pleasant surprises today,
and everyone did a fantastic job.”

The Bearcats placed fifth among
the Elite Boys with 196 points.

The Ladycats had three runners
place in the top 15, led by Molly
Garrison, who was seventh with a
time of 18 minutes, 23.80 seconds.
Micah Neal was ninth in 18:33.80
and Mykel Murry placed 11th in
18:37.20.

The Bearcats, who also qualified
for state as a team last season, were
led by Jack Fink, who was 15th with
a clocking 0f15:53.50. Tyler Connelly
was 17th in 15:58.70.

For complete results visit: https://

Wwww.community-news.com/stories/
ladycats-win-elite-meet, 90251

VOLLEYBALL

Ladycats shine in Katy Tournament

Aledo finishes in third,
Elms named to

all-tourney team

By Geoff Heppes
The Community News

Following their impressive
home-opening win over Legacy
Christian to start the season, the Aledo
Ladycats volleyball team traveled south
to Katy to compete in the Katy ISD-Cy
Fair Volleyball Tournament this past
weekend.

Among the crowded field of strong
teams, the Ladycats (7-2 overall) won
six of eight matches in the tournament.

Aledo captured third place by defeat-
ing The Woodlands College Park in three
sets (23-25, 25-23 and 25-19). In that

match, junior outside hitter Alyssa Todd
led the way with 16 kills while senior
middle Kinley Elms, who was named to
the all-tournament team, had 15 kills.

Todd also had a team-high 19 digs,
while senior setter Ava Reding regis-
tered 23 assists and 17 digs. Senior
middle Hailey Lowe led the frontline
defense with five blocks while Elms,
Todd and Lily Lufkin recorded two
blocks apiece.

In pool play, the Ladycats finished
with a 3-0 overall record notching wins
over Houston Cypress Creek (25-22 and
25-7), Magnolia (25-13 and 25-17) and
Cedar Park (25-19 and 25-15). Aledo
went 2-1 on the second day of the tour-
nament, earning wins over Katy (25-20
and 25-19) and Houston Langham
Creek (25-19 and 25-18) before falling to

Houston Cypress Ranch in straight sets
(23-25 and 18-25). The Ladycats then
fell to Cypress Bridgeland (14-25 and
21-25) before taking down College Park.

In eight total tournament games,
Elms led the way with 62 Kkills, 10 digs
and 13 blocks while Todd tallied 70 kills,
73 digs and nine aces. Lowe finished the
tournament with 26 kills, 11 digs and 14
total blocks while Tatum Kosse record-
ed 30 kills and 21 digs. Senior libero
Kenrie Pruitt led the backline defense
with 83 total digs over the tournament,
along with 15 assists and four aces. Ella
Meador contributed with 64 digs, while
Reding racked up 106 assists and 56
digs.

The Ladycats are playing in the
Northwest ISD Volleyball Classic this
weekend.

CHRISTOPHER AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Junior Lily Lufkin serves during volleyball action on Aug. 12.
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VOLLEYBALL

Lady Roos cruise in home opener

Hammett
coaching debut a
success in
Weatherford sweep

By Geoff Heppes

The Community News

The Weatherford Lady
Kangaroos volleyball pro-
gram saw changes both in its
roster and leadership during
the offseason, but came out
of the tunnel red hot in its
home opener Tuesday night,
aug. 13.

The new-look Lady Roos
used a speedy offense with
precise serving and energetic
defense to dominate their first
game of the season against
the Abilene Lady Eagles in
straight sets by a final score of
25-6, 25-12 and 25-18.

“We are a very tiny 6A
varsity - our tallest girl is
only 6-foot - and we only
have one player that tall on
the roster,” Lady Roos head
coach Courtney Hammett
said. “We have to utilize our
speed and athleticism, and
our pen hitters can jump out
of the gym. We just have to
move the ball quickly from
pen to pen to spread out
bigger blocks because, if we
run a slow offense, were just
going to get blocked left and
right. I told the girls com-
ing in that the first things
I'm going to implement are a
faster offense and a more dis-
ciplined defense. They have

grasped and bought into both.
They’ve been super coachable
on both sides of the ball -
they’ve made it easy on me.”

Weatherford’s up-tempo
offense was on full display in
the opening set, racing out to
an early 7-0 lead that forced
Abilene to call a timeout.
The Lady Roos, behind qual-
ity serves from junior setter
Carly Cienega and big kills
from senior outside hitter
Emma Thornton, stretched
the lead to 12-0 before
Abilene scored a point. The
Lady Eagles burned another
timeout after Weatherford’s
lead grew to 16-2.

Service aces from senior
libero Reagan Rees and
junior setter Keegan Hull,
coupled with nice plays
on the front line by junior
middle Kennedy Robert,
increased the advantage to
23-5. The first set concluded
on a push shot to the corner
from Thornton.

The Lady Roos stormed
ahead 11-1 to open the second
set, and big Kkills from senior
middle Berkley Austin-
Roark, Thornton and star
junior Claire Conner helped
Weatherford nurse its large
lead, which grew as large
as 19-4. The visitors pulled
to within 23-11 late but the
home team scored the next
two points to go ahead 2-0
in sets.

Hammett had the chance
to play several reserves in the

third set but sent in her start-
ers late to turn a 19-16 lead
into a 25-18 decisive victo-
ry. The Lady Roos’ first-year
coach, who previously led
Godley’s volleyball program
for the last four seasons,
soaked in the moment and
was excited to return to her
roots with her family on hand.

“I'm super excited being
back in my hometown with
my whole family watching,
and they haven’t always been
able to do that, so it’s a huge
blessing,” Hammett said.
“The way it all came about, it
was totally meant to be. After
meeting all these girls and
their families and adminis-
tration just confirmed that
everything happened how it
should”

The Lady Roos are eager
to continue building momen-
tum throughout the season
with a winning mindset.

“We're excited to prove
a lot of people wrong,’
Hammett said. “I think we're
very misunderstood by a lot
of other programs because of
our height, but we can beat
those teams we may face in
the regular season and the
postseason. I think a lot of
people have lost faith in not
being able to get out of the
first round the last couple of
years, but we hope to get to
that point to prove people
wrong - do the unthinkable
and beat the unbeatable.”

KELLY DISHMAN

LEFT: Coach Joe McCoy escapes the heat during a recent match. | RIGHT: Jacob Heckathorn
and Francois Britz helped the Aledo Racquet Cats to three wins in one week.

TENNIS

from page A7

The following day Aledo
prevailed against Wichita
Falls Memorial. Kurth/
Freeland won 9-8 (4) in
boys doubles. Girls’ Doubles
teams won all their lines with

Bussmeir/Orr (8-6), Hayes/
Satterfield (8-1), and Jack/
Patrice Loftin (8-2). Mixed
doubles Psencik/Nawrocki
also won their match at 8-5.

Boys singles secured two
wins, Britz won 8-5 and
Freeland won 8-2. Girls sin-
gles won five of their lines,
Satterfield, 8-4; Orr, 8-0;

Bussmeir, 8-2; Byrd, 8-1;
and Hayes won by default.
Aledo was playing its
District 5-5A match at home
against Brewer High School
at press time. The Racquet
Cats are defending district
champions. On Tuesday,
Aug. 27, varsity tennis will
travel to Granbury at 4 p.m.

FOOTBALL

from page A7

On Aug. 12, practice
began at 5 a.m. for the first
day of sophomores through
seniors.

The program held an
intra-squad scrimmage on
Aug. 17. On Aug. 22 they
played in their lone presea-
son scrimmage at Mansfield
Timberview, which is com-
ing off a 9-2 season in Class
5A Division II and returns
six offensive and six defen-
sive starters.

But then, it should come
as no surprise the Bearcats

scheduled a tough scrimmage
opponent. They open the
regular season with two very
tough opponents, 6A peren-
nially power Guyer in Denton
on Aug. 30 before hosting 6A
newcomer Lancaster on Sept.
6, a program that reached the
5A Division I Region II final
in 2023.

On top of that, Aledo
will be playing in arguably
the toughest 5A district in
the state this coming sea-
son, 3-5A Division I. The
Bearcats, who return three
offensive and four defen-
sive starters, are preseason
ranked No. 1in the state, with
Denton Ryan (8-3, second

round of playoffs) preseason
No. 2 and Richland (12-1,
third round) No. 7.

Both Ryan and Richland
are well-equipped for anoth-
er strong run as the Raiders
return eight offensive and
seven starters, with the
Royals returning eight on
both sides of the ball.

The Bearcats will take
a 30-game win streak into
their season opener, one shy
of the school record of 31 set
in 2016-17. Their last loss
was 44-14 to Guyer at home
in the second game of the
2022 season. Aledo won last
season’s contest 48-45 in
Denton.
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Lynn McKinney humbly and humorously thanked the school board and
administration for the honor of being the namesake of the new elementary
school at 14748 Lynn McKinney Way in the Morningstar addition.
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By Christopher Amos
The Community News

The Aug. 8 dedication ceremo-
ny of McKinney Elementary School
was a time for memories, laughter,
and anxious new students to see
their future school.

After beginning her career in
Houston ISD, McKinney moved
to Aledo and taught first grade at
what was then the only elementary
campus in the school district. Since
then, she taught multiple grades,
became elementary school vice-prin-
cipal, vice-principal, and then Aledo
High School principal, where she
was voted Region 11 Outstanding
Secondary Principal of the Year. She
was later assistant superintendent
of curriculum and served her last
12 years as deputy superintendent
before retiring in 2023.

In introducing the person of
honor, husband Randal McKinney,
who is also a retired AISD educator,
told the crowd in attendance of the
fateful day when the two met at a
Jack in the Box on Highway 80.

“I just walked over there and
introduced myself, and the rest is
history,” he recalled.

Aledo ISD Board of Trustees
president Forrest Collins was
among the administrators and
staff honoring Lynn McKinney and
thanking the community for the
new building.

“I know this took a lot of hard
work and many conversations, but
this is a place we can be proud of;
Collins said. “We hope this school
serves the community and is a
home away from home for all the
students.”

Lynn McKinney recognized
some of the many people she
worked with, telling anecdotes and
amusing stories and expressed her
gratitude for being the namesake
of the 107,000 square foot campus.
The school can accommodate 889
students grades K-5.

“What a humbling experience it
is to have such a beautiful building
named after me,” she said. “And
when you tour the building in a few
minutes, be sure to notice the most
fun colors throughout the building.”

Every day was an opportunity to
brighten students' days, according
to McKinney. In spite of occasion-
al difficult times, urgent decisions,
and long hours, she tried to look for
the positive in each situation and

Turn to HOME, page B2

ALEDO ISD

School bond funds at work

New elementary
school, improvements
on display
throughout district

By Christopher Amos
The Community News

The fruits of the school bond
passed in May 2023 are being
revealed in the new school year.
AISD school board president
Forrest Collins pointed out the
$123.8 means so much more than
education to the community.

“Our buildings are more than
schools,” Collins explained. “They
are places where families and kids
will meet and make lifelong friends.
They are the social center of many
of our neighbors and where our
communities often gather.”

Nearly one-half of the bond has
gone to the new Lynn McKinney
Elementary School, the school dis-
trict’s seventh elementary school
campus. The rest of the bond is

invested in repurposing and remod-
eling space in the high school,
upgrading and expanding security
and safety, maintenance and tech-
nology, school busses, and securing
land for future growth.

Collins said emphasis has also
been put on accessibility and ease of
mobility for disabled and physically
challenged students.

The new elementary school is
at 14748 Lynn McKinney Way and
serves residents of the northern
reaches of Aledo ISD. The campus
is one mile north on Farmer Road,
one mile east on Old Weatherford
Road, then north on Exceptional
Lane before passing McAnally
Middle School.

Named for Lynn McKinney,
who served the school district since
1986 in the capacities of elementary
teacher, elementary vice principal,
high school vice principal, princi-
pal, assistant superintendent and
deputy superintendent. She retired
in 2023.

CHRISTOPHER AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Sidewalks are poured past one of McKinney Elementary School's two playgrounds.
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Lynn McKinney Elementary School
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make the job a joy for those around
her.

“I never really knew what each
day was going to bring,” she recalled.
“And really, you can’t get more fun
than that.

McKinney said her most joyous
memory is handing the diplomas to
her students as they cross the stage
during graduations.

The two -tory campus is laid out
in suites, with a common area for
each grade accessing separate class-
rooms. Older grades are upstairs
and younger on the first floor.
Bathrooms and a teachers’ resource
room are in each suite.

New fourth-grader Eesa Nawabi
toured the building with his family.
His interest with the building was
more about accommodation than
education.

“I am really excited about the
common rooms because each grade
is going to have their own bath-
rooms,” Eesa said. “We can have our
own area and our own space.”

2024-2025
ALEDO ISD INSTRUCTIONAL CALENDAR

L JuLy2024 . AUGUST 2024 _SEPTEMBER 2024
112]3]4]5]6 11213 112 3]/4/5/6/7]
7 8/910mM1213 |45 6 7 8910 |8/910n 121314
141516 17 18|19 20, | 11 [12|13[14]15 1617 15|16]17 18 19 B8] 21
21122123124 2512627 |18/19/20( 211222324 [22/23]24 25 26 27|28
28/29/30| 31 2526 27/2820[80| 31| 2930 |

July 30-31 e New Teacher Academy POl T I New Teacher Academy ST=T o] 0 Student/Staff Holiday

Aug. 5-13 .. 5 District/Campus PL Days Sept. 20 .......... Student Holiday/Work Day
Second-grader Jameson &2 Work Days
Wortsman found it easy to articu- A 307 et Holdayork oy
late his excitement as he climbed . QCTOBER 2024 | ,NOVEMBER 2024 , DECEMBER 2024

the soft and colorful seating in his
common area.

112345 E1234567

617|8[|9]10|1 12 3/4|5|/6,7 8|9 81910 M |12]13 |14

. This is great!” he smiled. “This A ., ' sterasnooton | 1314 86|17 1819 |10/ n 12131141516 | 151617 18[1820 21
is really great!” . T e ’ Holidays

Professional 20(21|22|23|24|25|26 1718|1920 21 [22|23 22|23|24|25|26|27 |28
Learning Days

M Work Days 27|28|29/30| 31 24|25|26|27(28|29|30 29|30| 31
M Staff Flex Days
Early Release

st Grading Cycle Ends
udent Holiday/PL Day Nov.22....
Student/Staff Holiday Nov. 25-29
Student/Staff Holiday
ent Holiday/Work Day
.. 2nd Grading Cycle Begins

tudent Holiday/Work Day Dec.19....
. Student Holiday/PL Day Dec.19....
... Student/Staff Holiday Dec. 20-31

Early Release/Work Day
2nd Grading Cycle Ends
.. Student/Staff Holiday

Red Numbers = State
Testing Window

JANUARY 2025 _ FEBRUARY 2025 _ . .MARCH 2025

112134 1 1
5|6 819 /10N 2/3/4|5|6,7 8 213|4|5]|6 8

1213|1415 |16 17|18 910/ 11 |12/13 14|15 9 10|11 |12{13 |14 |15
19120 2122|23|24|25 16 18191202122 16 18(19120| 21|22
26|27/28|29/30| 31 23|24|25/26|27|28 23|24|25|26|27|28|29

... Student/Staff Holiday Feb.14 ... Student Holiday/PL Day
. Student Holiday/PL Day Feb.17 .......... Student Holiday/Work Day 30| 31
Student Holiday/WK Day
.. 3rd Grading Cycle Begins
Student/Staff Holiday

COUNTY INRKER

‘ EAMBY K uu..

v {H
MA

March 7.
March 7 ..
March 10-14 ..
March 17 ...... Student Holiday/PL/WK Day

March 18 ........ 4th Grading Cycle Begins
APRIL 2025 MAY 2025 JUNE 2025
The road in front of the school is 112131415 11273 112137415167

Lynn KcKinney Way. Randal and
Lynn McKinney learn for the first
time with a map on AISD infor-
mation officer Mercedes Mayer’s
phone that the road behind
McKinney Elementary School

is Boger Road, honoring Lynn True to form, Lynn McKinney lets a student help during the ribbon
McKinney’s maiden name. cutting ceremony. May 2735 .

6/7|8|9 4l5/6|7]8/9]10 8910|1112 |13 |14 | [gading Cyeles
1311415 16 111213 14(15 16 17| |15/16/17|18|19 |20 21 :
2021 22|23/24|25/26]  |18]19/20| 21 24| |22|23/24|25/26/27/28
27/28(29/30

29/30/31| 2930 Semester 2

Total School Days: 164

Student Holiday/Flex Day
. Student Holiday/Work Day

.. Early Release/Work Day
APPROVED 1-16-24

HAVE A
GREAT YEAR!

« Cultured Marble and
Granite

- Natural Granite

- Engineered Quartz/

Welcome : | Solid Surface
back to B

school . A VANITY TOPS « KITCHEN MATERIALS
' 7 S TUBS « SHOWER WALLS « WHIRLPOOL TUBS

A

Have a

great year! I T N Sl Niishods / '

ALEDO « 817-441-6377 - 621 F.M. 1187 N. 2927 Greenlee Park Trail - Weatherford, TX

FORT WORTH - 817-732-5171 « 5800 CAMP BOWIE 817-341-8970 - www.dalenicholsmarble.com



http://www.community-news.com/stories/mckinney-elementary-to-be-home-away-from-home,90280

THE COMMUNITY NEWS

August 23,2024 B3

TEACHING

Aledo's Woodson honored by Education Service Center

Named Region 11
Secondary Teacher of
the Year

By Rick Mauch
The Community News

Elisha Woodson understands
the value of a well-rounded career
— a career that has now seen her
receive recognition as the best at
her craft.

Woodson was recently named
the Education Service Center (ESC)
Region 11 Secondary Teacher of the
Year. This comes on the heels of her
being named the Aledo ISD Teacher
of the Year.

“In May, I received the remark-
able honor of being named Teacher
of the Year for Aledo ISD. I was
surprised and humbled by the
recognition. I am grateful for the
acknowledgement and recognize
the hard work of my colleagues, the
admin team, my students and their
parents in making teaching such
a rewarding experience,” Woodson
said.

“The overwhelming feeling
I have after being named ESC 11
Secondary Teacher of the Year is a
mixture of excitement, pride, and
total fear! I cannot say enough how
important my team, students, par-
ents, and admin have been to any
success I have shown. My team
has already worked all summer to
ensure we continue our growth.”

Woodson's 15-year career in edu-
cation began as an administrative

secretary. She moved into the class-
room 11 years ago.

Woodson came to Aledo in 2018
and has taught freshman biology
and pre-advancement-placement
biology at Aledo High School ever
since. She has been praised for her
use of hands-on activities, creat-
ing an atmosphere in which all
students, regardless of their back-
ground or ability, can connect with
and understand the material.

In honoring her, judges praised
her Positive Impact Project, which
fosters a classroom culture of
support. They also noted her spon-
sorship of the Speak Up, Speak Out
program, which empowers students
to engage in civic issues.

In addition, they were impressed
with her proactive approach in
addressing campus-wide failure
concerns, ensuring that all students
have the opportunity to succeed.

“Ms. Woodson strives to make
meaningful connections between
the curriculum and the interests
of her students. By allowing them
to have autonomy in the problems
they choose to research, they have
a personal stake in the learning
process and possible solutions. This
is integral in maintaining scholarly
curiosity in a world where every-
thing is literally at one’s fingertips,”’
said Lisa Day, judge, former winner
of this award and a current teacher
in the Northwest ISD.

“Along with Ms. Woodson’s
impressive passion for creating

strong connections between her
students, her content, and her com-
munity, what really made us smile
was her essay entitled, ‘Teaching is
Like Making Tacos: A Recipe for
Success.” Her ability to break down
the elements of teaching into simple
terms to understand the impact of
the school environment, colleague
relationships, and student diversity
to name a few. It was wonderful!
Besides, who doesn’t love a great
taco?”

Through it all, Woodson has
built a bridge from -classroom
learning to real-world issues. This
helps to enable students to develop
a strong connection and become
active members of the community.

“We are so incredibly proud
of Ms. Woodson being named the
Region 11 Secondary Teacher of the
Year,” Aledo ISD Superintendent
Dr. Susan Bohn said. “She is so
kid-focused in all that she does —
in how she teaches her students to
mastery, how she empowers them
to help other students, and how
she’s committed to her students
having authentic experiences.

"Ms. Woodson doesn’t hesitate
to provide extra time, support and
intervention to make sure her stu-
dents really learn the material she’s
teaching. We are fortunate that she’s
helping us grow greatness in Aledo
ISD each and every day!”

Prior to coming to Aledo,
Woodson taught in Maypearl and
Lake Worth.
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Elisha Woodson, biology teacher at Aledo High School, was named Region

11 Secondary Teacher of the Year.

She earned her Bachelor of Arts
in Science from Western Governors
University in 2013, where she also
received her Master of Science in
Instructional Technology in 2019.

Woodson 's award advances her
to compete for Texas Teacher of the
Year from the Texas Association of
School Administrators. Six semi-
finalists (three elementary, three
secondary) will be announced on
Sept. 4.

They will then participate in
an interview with the selection
committee on Oct. 24, with the
elementary and secondary state
winners announced on Oct. 25.

Weatherford duo
recognized

Two instructors from the
Weatherford School District were
among 10 essay finalist award win-
ners by the ESC.

In the Defining Lesson/Unit
Essay category, Weatherford High
School instructor Tiel Jenkins
received the secondary schools
award.

In the National Teacher of the
Year Platform Essay division, Tonya
Martin won at the elementary
schools level.

Linley Marra is excited to start her

Lynn McKinney and Shannon
Elliott were among thegreeters at

Marshall Benavides began a new first-day adventure

Titan and Kimora Macon were ready for classes on the

first day of Kindergarten.

McKinney's nhamesake school.

with parents Mia and Taylor and siblings Luke and Ella.

first day of school.

It was all smiles for the kids in the
Vandergriff carpool line.

Students and parents swarm Walsh Elementary
School for the first day of school.

Aledo ISD Chief Financial Officer, Earl Husfeld, talks with a
young Walsh Elementary student

Saisha Jain was excited about her
first day of school at McKinney
Elementary School, while younger
brother, Shaurya and parents Rishabh
and Tanvi Kotie Jain accompanied her.
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Stroud Pediatric Dentistry
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Bearcat Nation 101 brings crowds to new location
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ders Addison Bashen and Brady Smith

-

Shelby Morrison and Karen Kirkland handed out fruit.

Margaret Bloodworth and Keshia Chaney Coder 5th gra

The annual Bearcat Nation 101 event had a new location but the same
enthusiastic group of organizations that provided much needed informa-
tion to new and veteran residents in the Aledo ISD.

The tradition location at Aledo High School gave way to McAnally
Middle School due to construction at AHS.

Cities, campuses, and school organizations provided handouts, samples,
and lots of sweets to participants.
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Jeff Fink handed out smores. People gathered to talk about different school activities.

Cheerleaders Jenna Smith, Elena Bracero, Stella Towns, and Tryniti Chiles The Bearcat mascot

MORITZ

Chevrolet ¢« Chrysler - Jeep - KIA

Moritz Chevrolet - Chrysler - Jeep
Loop 820 & Hwy 580 (Camp Bowie West) - 817-696-2000 Moritz Kia - 8501 1-30 - 817-560-6000



https://www.community-news.com/stories/bearcat-nation-101-brings-crowds-to-new-location,90282


By Rick Mauch
The Community News

For only the fourth time in its history,
Trinity Christian Academy will enter a
school year with a new Head of School.
Craig Smith took the helm following the
retirement of Dr. Steve Newby, concluding
a nationwide search.

“Craig Smith is a long-time Christian
administrator in the Dallas-Fort Worth
area who brings his considerable leader-
ship experience to TCA. I could not ask
for a better person to take over as Head
of School than Craig,'" Newby said. "His
strong faith, business acumen, and love
of Christian education will enable TCA to
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to travel, see their children and grandchil-
dren, and explore new places.
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Food science

teacher hungry

new school year

By John English
The Community News

With classes starting for the Weatherford
ISD, Tiel Jenkins is gearing up for what prom-
ises to be an exciting and engaging school year.

The Weatherford High School Science &
PALs teacher said objectives for the coming
semester are to expose students to a variety of
fruits and vegetables, engage them in creative
hands-on learning opportunities and encour-
age her pupils to explore and experiment.

"When students decide to take my food
science course, I give a disclaimer the first
day that while food science falls under our
hospitality and tourism career pathway, it is
different from culinary, as we do not cook
every day," Jenkins said. "We create."

In Jenkins' class, students can expect to
learn the four P’s of food science: production
(growing food in the school's garden or inside
via microgreens or our hydroponics system),
processing (canning, freezing and dehydrating
food), packaging (different design types and
required information) and preparation (creat-
ing recipes).

Her classes are mainly upper-level students
and count for a fourth-year science credit.

"If students take and pass the food science
and safety certification exam they will be able
to apply for careers in food safety and quality
assurance as well as management positions,"’
Jenkins said.

Education through determination

Jenkins, 43, grew up in Fort Worth and
graduated from Everman High School.

She received her bachelor's of applied arts
and science degree from the University of
North Texas with a concentration in human
Service and nonprofit management and a
master's degree in family studies from Texas
Woman's University.

She began teaching in the Weatherford ISD
in 2021 and said it really was a case of love at
first sight.

"Once I stepped into the school and was
genuinely greeted by everyone I met, I knew
that this was where I could work if offered the
position,” Jenkins said.

The CTE teacher said she was drawn to
education from an early age.

"I always wanted to be a teacher and a
nurse and anytime I could, I volunteered with
my church and other community groups teach-
ing children and adults,” Jenkins said. “So
when COVID happened, I knew it was time to
go into public education as healthcare and the
nonprofit sector was changed.”

Jenkins was working for a hospice company
at the time and has a background in non-profit
and healthcare work.

"After high school, I went to college and life
happened, so I dropped out and went to med-
ical assistant school,” Jenkins said. “I worked
as a dialysis technician and then a patient care
technician at the hospital before going back to

PHOTO COURTESY OF TIEL JENKINS

Tiel Jenkins teaches food science in the
Weatherford ISD, instructing students on all
things fruits and vegetables.

school to become a nurse. Well, life happened
again and I couldn’t progress in the nursing
program.

"So I switched majors and focused on
human service and nonprofit management,
graduating from UNT with my bachelor’s
degree while working in a variety of nonprofits.”

These included such places as a night shel-
ter, a senior citizen center and an agency where
she helped families with bills and daily needs.

“I then continued school and received my
master’s degree in family studies from TWU as
much of the work I did centered around fami-
lies," Jenkins said.

Career influence

The Weatherford ISD teacher said her for-
mer positions have definitely influenced her
current profession as an educator.

"The various careers I have had taught me
resilience and I try to instill that in my stu-
dents,” Jenkins said. “In food science, there is
always an opportunity to try something new
or look at something in a different way. This is
one of those classes where mistakes are the les-
son. My class is about the process not the end
result and that’s a hard concept for students to
grasp when they have me.”

Jenkins' teaching motto is to "learn
something new every day," and she hopes
her students take away a few important les-
sons, both academically and socially, from her
classes.

"T hope that students leave my class know-
ing that there are many opportunities available
to them,” Jenkins said. “And there truly is
something that can be learned every day and
that doesn’t always mean academically — it
means learning about yourself and others."
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IMPORTANT DATES: FALL SEMESTER

July 4 - Holiday

August 1 - Mew Professional Orientation
August 1-13 Staff Professional Development/Work Days

August 14 - First Day of School
September 2 - Holiday

September 20 - Professional Development Day - Student Holiday
September 23 - Work Day for Staff - Student Holiday
October 10 - Parent/Teacher Conference Day - Student Holiday

Qctober 11 & 14 - Holidays

Movember 1 - Professional Development Day - Student Holiday
MNovember 4 - Work Day for Staff - Student Holiday

November 25-29 - Thanksgivil

g Break

December 19 - Early Release Day for Students
December 20 - Work Day for Staff - Student Holiday
December 23-January 3 - Winter Break

LEGEND

E Early Release Day

ﬂ Exchange Day / Professional Development Day for Staff

H Holiday
NP New Professionals Training

m Professional Development Day for Staff

PTC Parent/Teacher Conference Day

T work Day for Staff

IMPORTANT DATES: SPRING SEMESTER
January 6 - Work Day for Staff - Student Holiday
January 7 - Professional Development Day - Student Holiday

January 20 - Holiday

February 14 - Professional Development Day - Student Holiday
February 17 - Work Day for Staff - Student Holiday

March 17-21 - Spring Break

March 24 - Professional Development Day - Student Holiday
March 25 - Work Day for Staff - Student Holiday

April 18 - Heliday

May 22 - Last Day of School/Early Release for All Students
May 22 - WHS Graduation for the Class of 2025

May 23 - Work Day for Staff
May 26 - Holiday

GRADING PERIODS

1st Six Weeks: August 14 - September 19
2nd Six Weeks: September 24 - October 31
3rd Six Weeks: November 5 - December 19

4th Six Weeks: January & - February 13
Sth Six Weeks: February 18 - April 11
Bth Six Weeks: April 14 - May 22

PlainsCapital

Bank

© 2024 PlainsCapital Bank

unwavering commitment to excellence and

opportunity to serve you.

PlainsCapital Bank salutes all of the hard working

teachers and administrators across Aledo ISD. Your
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our community and Aledo youth. We appreciate the
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Growing communities mean

growing schools. Aledo ISD and
Trinity Christian Academy added
several new staff members for the
beginning of this school year.

Aledo ISD
Aledo High School

Brian Blackburn, credit recovery
teacher/coach

Grace Brown, English/RLA teacher
Ashley Harris, English/RLA teacher
Megan Beard, English/RLA teacher
Corey Whitehead, history teacher
Michael Martinak, principal
Cortney Wood, journalism teacher
Brendan Adams, math teacher

Benjamin Shaw, math teacher/ath-
letics coach

Travis Jones, math teacher/athletics
coach

Cassie Hanson, RLA/English teacher

Phillip Nowlin, science/CTE health
science teacher

Morgan Willmer, science teacher/
athletics coach

Jamie Whitehead, science teacher/
athletics coach

Abril Hahn, social studies teacher
Blake Burns, social studies teacher
Rhonda Psencik, special education
coach/teacher, science/athletics
Bambi Flores, special education
coach/teacher, RLA or SS

Brian Maloney, special education
coach/teacher, RLA

Steven Rivera, special education
coach/teacher, RLA/athletics

Marissa Sugg, special education/FA
teacher

Aledo Middle School

Taygen Fromme, CTE ag science
teacher

Arnold, Kelley, CTE computer science

Donald Ott, health teacher/athletics
coach

Geena Powell, science teacher/ath-
letics coach

Ashley Moore, social studies teacher

New staff welcomed to local schools

« Lindsey Fry, social studies teacher/
athletics coach

+ Samantha Martinez, special educa-
tion/FA teacher

« Gretchen Turdo, special education
coach/teacher, RLA

McAnally Middle School
« Christopher White, principal

* Ryan Rothermel, special education
coach/teacher, RLA

« Terry Alexander, special education
coach/teacher, RLA

Annetta Elementary
« Amy Egesdal, third-grade teacher

* Lauren Drew, fourth-grade
teacher

Coder Elementary

« Kaleb Curnow, special education/
PRIDE teacher

Lynn McKinney Elementary
 Nora Hawkins, first-grade teacher

* Marissa Anzelmo, second-grade
teacher

+ Honor Ridings, third-grade teacher
+ Callie Clyde, third-grade teacher

» Sara Baeza, fourth-grade teacher

« Blair Nix, fifth-grade teacher

« Chelsea Rhoads, art teacher

« Olivia Jean Ramirez, music teacher
« Andrea Reyher, PE teacher

« Kate Grimmell, special education
coach/teacher

McCall Elementary
« Sheri Griswold, third-grade teacher
« Giselle Vento Noack, music teacher

Stuard Elementary
» Bianca Swart, second-grade teacher

+ Madison Gilbert, special education
coach/teach

* Kelsey Smith, special education
coach/teach

+ Kimberly Willems, special education
FA teacher

Aledo ISD hosted training for new teachers in the district at the end of July.

* Richele A. Walker, special education
FA teacher

Vandagriff Elementary
« Sarah Mooney, fifth-grade teacher

 Anne Navarrette, special education
coach/teacher

Walsh Elementary
* Melanie Atkins, first-grade teacher
« Allison Dale, second-grade teacher

« Jennifer Campbell, third-grade
teacher

« Katelynn Newman, digital learning
professional/library

« Lori Vinson Cain, principal

» Erin Westendorff, special education
FA teacher

Aledo Learning Center
« Anita Masaniai Robert, RLA teacher

Daniel Ninth-Grade Center
« Scottee Brower, science teacher

« Shay Garcia, special education
coach/teacher, math

Administration

« Hannah Garner, intervention
counselor

Curriculum
 Maria Rossi, ESL lead teacher

Special programs
+ Kelly Dyson, dyslexia teacher

Trinity Christian

Academy

Elementary

« Shami Ayala, Spanish teacher

Wendy Baker, teacher aide

+ Alison Baker, elementary art teacher

« Terri Bales, first-grade teacher

» Meagan Bixler, second-grade teacher

« Jessica Blackburn, teacher aide

» Lori Bratcher, PK4 Bridge teacher
aide

* Brenda DeLaCruz, pre-K teacher

« Jessica Estes, lunchroom
coordinator

« Kelly Haijj, kindergarten teacher aide
» Elizabeth Jacobs, first-grade teacher
* Becca Low, lunchroom assistant

+ Elizabeth Motes, teacher aide

« Valerie Perkins, PK4 Bridge teacher

- Elizabeth Saadeh, full-time substi-
tute teacher

« Valerie Shelman, lunchroom
assistant

MERCEDES MAYER/ALEDO ISD

* Lyricia Squyres, second-grade
teacher

» LaDonna Stoker, kindergarten
teacher

Junior High
« Andrea Franklin, cheer coach

* Becca Perales, Academic Learning
Center teacher

Secondary

« Matthew Hahn, science teacher and
track/cross country coach

« Katherine Mullen, PE teacher and
varsity volleyball coach

« Josh Phillips, math teacher

« Kendall Smith, academica learning
teacher assistant

Administration
+ Craig Smith, TCA Head of School
« Ashley Turne, Early Bird worker

* Tressa Trumbla, Eagles Nest
assistant

+ Tammy Ward, director of technology
« Katy Bishop, Eagles Nest coordinator

« Dr. Marilyn Dardenne, Director of
Academic Innovation

» Jana and Lyle Bremmeyer, Eagles
Nest workers
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