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EDUCATION

UTA plans new campus at Walsh
Local leaders express 
enthusiasm for new 
opportunities
By Randy Keck
The Community News

The University of Texas at 
Arlington (UTA) announced a pro-
posed plan to purchase 51 acres of 
property in west Fort Worth within 
the Walsh Ranch development for 
the purpose of building a new cam-
pus dubbed “UTA West.”

While technically in the City of 
Fort Worth, the campus will be in 
Parker County, and local leaders are 
bullish on the plans.

“I’m personally excited, and 
Weatherford college is excited about 
the opportunities for our students 
— our shared students with UTA,” 
said Dr. Tod Allen Farmer, presi-
dent of Weatherford College. “We’re 
going to have expanded education-
al opportunities in engineering 
programs, and we already have 
agreements in place for both mas-
ter’s and doctorate level programs.”

Farmer said UTA President 
Jennifer Cowley will bring a lead-
ership team to Weatherford College 

on Oct. 18 to talk about further part-
nerships and transfer opportunities.

“Weatherford College has been 
educating our citizens for over 150 
years, and with the addition of UTA 
in Parker County, our students are 
now going to have access to more 
graduate level programs than ever 
before,” Farmer added.

Economic Development
Parker County Judge Pat Deen 

sees the development as a plus 
toward the economic development 
of the county.

“I think the location that they 
picked out was really brilliant in 
going after a market, both to growth 
in Parker County, but also the mas-
sive growth happening on the 
western quadrant of Fort Worth,” 
Deen said. “It’s really a win-win for 
both of our counties.”

With a goal of having high-
er-paying jobs in the county, Deen 
said the new UTA campus will help 
with that.

“Job training becomes a key 
issue in a trained workforce, and 
that’s one of the programs that 

BRIAN LOPEZ

Positioned at the intersection of I-30 and I-20 in Walsh Ranch, the new UTA West campus is expected to begin wel-
coming students as early as fall 2028. UTA West will be developed as part of a multiyear plan to serve more than 
10,000 students. Turn to UTA, page 2

Two Aledo students call Boys 
State event great experience

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Logan Kasper (shown) and Jackson Hamner represented Aledo at the 
prestigious Texas Boys State program in which students study and par-
ticipate in the operation of local, county and state governments.

By John English
The Community News

Two students from Aledo High 
School were recently selected 
to participate in what has been 
described as “one of the most 
selective educational programs of 
government instruction for high 
school students.”

Logan Kasper and Jackson 
Hamner were invited to the 
Texas Boys State, a program in 
which students participate in the 
operation of local, county, and 

state governments. According 
to the organization, students 
“are exposed to the rights and 
privileges, the duties and the 
responsibilities, of a franchised 
citizen.”

An experience beyond 
imagination

Kasper, 18, said he was not 
quite sure what to expect when 
he accepted the invitation to the 
program, but said it was an expe-
rience beyond anything he ever 
could have ever imagined.

“The program was so much bet-
ter than I had thought it was going 
to be,” Kasper said. “I had worried 

Turn to STATE, page 3

WEATHERFORD ISD

Board recognizes FFA accomplishments
Jim Zimmermann
The Community News

In front of a standing room-on-
ly audience at its recent meeting, 
the Weatherford School Board 
recognized the district’s Future 
Farmers of America program and 
their accomplishments at the 96th 
Annual FFA State Convention.

Charlotte LaGrone, Executive 
Director of Communications 
for the Weatherford ISD, intro-
duced the recipients and their 
accomplishments (some of the 
members were unable to attend 
the ceremony).

“Weatherford FFA, the 10th 
largest FFA chapter in the state, 
was recently recognized on stage 
at the 96th Annual FFA State 
Convention for qualifying as 
a 3-Star Gold Ranked National 
Chapter,” she said. “Weatherford 
is one of only 25 FFA chapters in 
Texas to achieve this accomplish-
ment, and they will now advance 
to the national level for scoring.”

There are 1,095 FFA chapters 
in Texas.

These students have also 
advanced to the national competi-
tion that will take place in Indiana 
in October.

Kaleb Heiermann – state cham-
pion in Extemporaneous Public 
Speaking.
•	 Avery Pearson - state champion 

in Agriscience Fair.
•	 Lincoln Ramirez – state cham-

pion in Agriscience Fair.
•	 Hayden Morrison – state cham-

pion in Agriscience Fair and 
Junior Quiz Bowl round 1 
winner.

•	 Landon Kennedy - state cham-
pion in Agriscience Fair and 
Junior Quiz Bowl round 1 
winner.

•	 Mason Delgado - state cham-
pion in Agriscience Fair and 
Junior Quiz Bowl round 1 
winner.

•	 Aidan Clardy – state champion 
in Agriscience Fair.

•	 Kalan Landis – state runner-up 
in Agriscience Fair.

•	 Layne Seal – third place in 
Agriscience Fair and Junior 
Quiz Bowl round 1 winner.

•	 Maddox Tedford – Texas FFA 
Foundation Senior Ambassador 
and Team Leader; Lone Star 
Degree recipient.

•	 Sam Hardwick – Texas FFA 
Foundation Senior 
Ambassador.

•	 Landry Crickman – 
Texas FFA Association 
Lone Star Degree 
recipient.

•	 Megan Collins – Texas FFA 
Association Lone Star Degree 
recipient.

•	 Azia Hodges – Texas FFA 
Association Lone Star Degree 
recipient.

•	 Kashleigh Kilker – Texas FFA 
Association Lone Star Degree 
recipient.

•	 Riley Medlock – Texas FFA 
Association Lone Star Degree 
recipient.
Less than 2% of FFA members 

receive Lone Star Degree.
“In addition, three of our 

staff members were named 
Honorary Lone Star recipients,” 
LaGrone noted. They are Dr. Kady 
Donaghey, DeAnn Seal, and Wacey 
Horton.

Other FFA sponsors 
include Tara Smesny, Alicia 
Barrett Hanson, Justice 
Fitzgerald (National 
Ambassador), Jack 
Pritchard.

JIM ZIMMERMANN/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Several students in the Weatherford School District’s Future Farmers 
of America program excelled at the recent 96th Annual FFA State 
Convention.

https://www.community-news.com/
https://www.weatherford-news.com/stories/local-leaders-express-enthusiasm-for-planned-uta-campus-at-walsh,88751
https://www.community-news.com/stories/two-aledo-students-call-boys-state-event-great-experience,88744
https://www.weatherford-news.com/stories/weatherford-isd-board-recognizes-ffa-accomplishments,88769
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(Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL
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817-341-3331817-341-3331
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www.I-20animalhospital.com
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DAILYDAILY
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HEALTH CARE
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• SURGERY 

General and Advanced
• RADIOLOGY 

Digital including dental
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• Computed Tomography 
              (CT scan)-NEW!                         

• EMERGENCY & CRITICAL 
CARE

• COMPLETE IN-HOUSE 
LABORATORY

• DENTAL CARE 
General and Advanced

• ULTRASONOGRAPHY
• ONCOLOGY
• ENDOSCOPY 

www.metalmar ts.com

817-599-4186 • Fax: 817-599-3326
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�
�

ENERGY EFFICIENT 
& LOOKS GREAT!

WIND & FIRE RESISTANT

STEEL BUILDINGS
AVAILABLE IN

MULTIPLE SIZES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 25 years!
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� CUSTOM TRIM AND FLASHING � PURLIN & TUBING
� EASY BOLT PRE-FABRICATED STEEL BUILDINGS
� MINI STORAGE SYSTEMS � POWER TOOLS
� VENTS & SKYLIGHTS � HARDWARE & ACCESSORIES
� SYNTHETIC UNDERLAYMENT � INSULATION
� SEALANTS & CLOSURES � CARPORT PACKAGES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 28 years!

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.
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913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747

Our newest additional location
Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

James R. Plowman - jamesplowman@gpfcnet.com

Misty Engel – mistyengel@gpfcnet.com

Norma Plowman – normaplowman@gpfcnet.com

913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747

Our newest additional location
Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

James R. Plowman - jamesplowman@gpfcnet.com

Misty Engel – mistyengel@gpfcnet.com

Norma Plowman – normaplowman@gpfcnet.com

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747

Our newest additional location
Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

James R. Plowman - jamesplowman@gpfcnet.com

Misty Engel – mistyengel@gpfcnet.com

Norma Plowman – normaplowman@gpfcnet.com

Our newest additional location  
Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

www.galbreaithpickard.com

Ginger Adams
O: 682-888-0601
C: 817-888-0178

gadams@tworld.com
www.tworld.com/weatherford

Check out our businesses  
for sale at tworld.com

MEMBER 2024

TEXAS PRESS 
ASSOCIATION

Obituaries
Gus Tom Bates III

Gus Bates passed away peaceful-
ly Sunday evening, August 
4th, 2024, surrounded by his 
beloved family. He was 81.

Gus was born on 
November 3, 1942 and raised 
in Fort Worth. He was a bea-
con of community spirit and 
leadership. A proud graduate 
of Paschal High School, class 
of 1961, Gus excelled as both 
a football player and Class 
President. His journey con-
tinued at Texas A&M, where 
he studied pre-med and 
played baseball, before graduating from 
TCU in 1966.

It was at TCU that he met the love 
of his life, Sheryl Stewart. They married 
on December 18, 1965, and built a beau-
tiful family with their two cherished 
children, Gus Stewart Bates and Allana 
“Cherie” Bates Robinson.

Shortly after graduation, Gus 
embarked on a successful insurance 
career with John Hancock. His dedica-
tion and hard work quickly established 
him as one of John Hancock’s top agents. 
As a result of his success with John 
Hancock, Gus founded The Gus Bates 
Company with his son, Gus Stewart. 
The company thrived, growing to over 
60 employees and earning the title of 
Best Small Company in Fort Worth for 
two consecutive years.

Gus was passionate about sports, 
playing football at Paschal High and 
baseball at Texas A&M. His love for 
the game continued with many years 
of flag football, culminating in his 
induction into the Texas Flag Football 
Hall of Fame in 1984. More than a 
player, Gus was a dedicated coach, men-
toring children in football, baseball, and 
basketball for over 30 years. Known 
affectionately as “Pops” and “Coach,” 
he inspired countless young athletes 
with his commitment to teamwork and 
sportsmanship.

A pillar of the Fort Worth communi-
ty, Gus generously volunteered his time 
to numerous organizations. He served 
as a Board Member for the Epilepsy 
Foundation, Boys & Girls Club, Cancer 
Society, and as President of the Youth 
Sports Council, which serves over eight 
thousand children. As Chairman of the 
Board for the Fort Worth Easter Seals 
Center, Gus played a pivotal role in 
merging the Dallas and Fort Worth 
offices, enhancing services for special 
needs children in North Texas. He and 
his son also helped establish The Gus 

Bates Center at Paschal High School, 
ensuring top-notch facilities for future 

athletes.
Gus was renowned for 

his wisdom and wit, often 
sharing his life philosophies 
through his “Gus-isms.” 
Phrases like “Give, Give and 
Get,” “You can’t hit the ball 
with the bat on your shoul-
der,” “Leave everything in life 
better than you found it” and 
“Don’t tell me how much you 
know, show me how much 
you care” encapsulated his 
approach to life and endeared 

him to all who knew him.
Gus was preceded in death by 

his father, Gus Bates Jr.; his mother, 
Tommye Johnson Bates; and his daugh-
ter, Allana “Cherie” Bates Robinson.

In addition to his devoted wife, 
Sheryl, who lovingly cared for him 
during his illness, Gus is survived by his 
son, Gus Stewart Bates, and his wife, 
Sarah; grandchildren, Kali Purselley, 
Chloe Robinson Hodges, and husband, 
Rylan, Cassidy Bates Duwe, and her 
husband, Gibson, and Cooper Bates; 
great-grandson, Aries Gus Chrzanowski; 
sisters, Peggy Lewis, and her husband 
Gary, and Candi Proctor, and her hus-
band, Ronnie; many nieces, nephews, 
and cousins; and his beloved caregivers, 
Rico Ferrell and Debra Norris.

A Memorial Service celebrating his 
life will be held at 10 a.m. Friday, August 
9, in the Sanctuary at Christ Chapel 
Bible Church, 3701 Birchman Avenue, 
officiated by Rev. Dr. Ted Kitchens. A 
reception will follow the service at the 
Legends Club at TCU. He will be laid 
to rest privately with his parents in 
Greenwood Memorial Park.

Bearers for the service are Drew 
Proctor, Dustin Proctor, Shane Proctor, 
Gary Joe Lewis, Bud Durden, Paul 
Knuckley, Paul S. Faidley Jr., Albert 
Archer, John Young, Mike Frederick, 
Odie Dollins, Ronnie Simpson, James 
Ford Sanders, and Honorary Bearer, 
Josh Hoover.

In lieu of flowers, the family sug-
gests expressions of sympathy be 
made to the  American Cancer Society, 
the  American Heart Association, or to 
the All Church Home.
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Gus Bates

Dorothy Jane “Dotti” Smith Doss
Dorothy Jane Smith Doss died peacefully on July 

27, 2024, at the age of 101. 
Dotti was born in 

Weatherford on September 
19, 1922 to John Edgar Smith 
and Lillie Bell Brown Smith. 
She attended Weatherford 
Public Schools, graduating 
from Weatherford High School 
in 1939 at the age of sixteen. 
She attended Weatherford 
College, the University of Texas, 
and Texas State College for 
Women (later Texas Woman’s 
University) before her mar-
riage to James Houston Doss on 
August 17, 1940. Their loving partnership lasted sixty 
years until his passing in 2000.

Dotti was a stay-at-home mom until her three chil-
dren were independent, when she found time to earn 
a BA in Comparative Literature at Southern Methodist 
University in 1969 (making the Dean’s List all semes-
ters) and attending Graduate School at Texas Christian 
University in 1970. She and James then embarked on 
many trips together, making wonderful memories and 
bringing home tales from their adventures around the 
world. 

Guided by her faith, Dotti’s kindness and con-
sideration brought out the best in people. Dotti is 
remembered by her family as a devoted wife, loving 
mother, and doting grandmother. She wrote a book 
about her husband James, filled with stories and pho-
tographs, that is treasured by the family. However, the 
most important gift she gave her family was her gener-
ous care and loving presence. 

She was an Elder in the Presbyterian Church. 
She also served on the boards of the Doss Heritage 
and Culture Center, Weatherford College Foundation, 
Texas Bank, Campbell Health System Foundation, 
and Civic Development. She received the Weatherford 
Outstanding Citizen Award in 2001.

Dotti was preceded in death by her parents; her 
husband; her brothers, Jack P. Smith, and Percy Smith; 
and her son, John Doss. 

Her survivors are her daughter, Nancy Knight 
(Bill); and son, Jim ( Sharon Campbell); her grandchil-
dren, Amy Knight Brown (Jason), Molly Knight, David 
Knight (April), and P.J. Doss (Sarah); great-grand-
children, Sam Brown, Alex Brown, William Knight, 
Charlotte Knight, and Rylo Ellanor Doss. She is also 
survived by many nieces and nephews.

A memorial service will be held at 11 a.m. on 
Saturday, August 10, at Grace First Presbyterian 
Church.

Memorials:  Grace-First Presbyterian Church, 
606 Mockingbird Lane, Weatherford, Texas 76086 
and  Doss Heritage and Culture Center, 1400 Texas 
Drive, Weatherford, Texas 76086
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Dorothy Doss

they’re going to be having,” 
Deen said. In the process 
of recruiting businesses to 
the county, “one question 
we get a lot is, ‘do you have 
a four year college facility?’ 
And so that seems to limit 
us in getting that big ticket 
company or what we’re try-
ing to go after, and so this 
will help that as well.”

Responding to com-
ments that the proposed 
campus would add to an 
already-burdened conduit 
into Fort Worth, Deen 
pointed out that by provid-
ing quality jobs in Parker 
County, there might be less 
need for commutes.

In addition, he said 
there are resources coming 
that will help.

“We’re going to continue 
down the path of securing 
the necessary funds, lever-
aging my position on the 
Regional Transportation 
Council and the Council 
of Governments to make 
this a very smooth transi-
tion in helping them from a 
transportation standpoint, 
and not bottle-necking up 
I-20,” Deen said.

“The western part 
of the metroplex has an 
ever-growing population, 
a plethora of student tal-
ent, and a wide breadth of 

opportunity for explosive 
economic advancement. 
UTA has long been a top 
supplier of talent to compa-
nies across Fort Worth, and 
this expansion will allow 
UTA to broaden its impact 
across our region,” said 
UTA President Jennifer 
Cowley.

“UTA West represents 
a transformative invest-
ment in our community’s 
future,” said Robert Allen, 
Fort Worth Economic 
Development Partnership 
president. “By aligning edu-
cational resources with the 
region’s economic needs, 
UTA is poised to play a 
pivotal role in shaping a 
skilled workforce capable 
of meeting the demands of 
21st-century industries.”

Located in the heart 
of the Dallas-Fort Worth 
Metroplex, with an enroll-
ment of about 41,000 
students, UT Arlington is 
the second-largest institu-
tion in the UT System. 

The University ranks 
No. 2 nationally for vet-
erans (“Military Times” 
2024), No. 3 in Texas for 
advancing social mobil-
ity (“U.S. News & World 
Report” 2024), and No. 
5 in the United States for 
its undergraduate ethnic 
diversity (“U.S. News & 
World Report” 2024). 

UTA
from page one

Turn to UTA, page 3

BRIAN LOPEZ

The location of the new campus will be on the south side 
of I-30 where it meets Walsh Ranch Parkway.

http://www.bobbyrigues.com
http://www.i-20animalhospital.com
http://www.tworld.com/weatherford
https://www.community-news.com/obits/
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Valuable in many ways
Though he does not plan to pur-

sue a career in politics, Kasper said 
the program was valuable to him in 
other ways.

“We were all on the same play-
ing field of like-minded individuals 
with similar ideals and goals, which 
made it a lot easier to work togeth-
er instead of trying to compare 
ourselves or outdo one another,” 
Kasper said. “It was also such a 
great preparation for college, living 
in the dorms, making new friends, 
exploring the campus, and coming 
into contact with varying beliefs.”

Kasper is considering University 
of Texas in Austin, SMU, Belmont, 
and University of Oklahoma as pos-
sible college options, but has not yet 
decided where he will attend.

Humility and  
perseverance

For Hamner, 16, who participates 
in UIL mathematics and robotics, 
the aspect of the event that struck 
him the most was the reminder of 
the importance of humility and per-
severance in the world of politics.

“The first thing I realized was that 
just because you fail at something on 
the first try, does not mean that you 
should not try again,” Hamner said. 

“I saw a lot of people coming to the 
same realization. They would run 
for a position, lose, get back on their 
feet, and keep trying. 

“Another thing I learned was 
that, fundamentally, everyone wants 
to have the same opportunities and 
ability to live to their potential. In 
other words, most people want to 
have prosperity and there are just 
disagreements on how to get there.”

Non-partisan
According to Texas Boys State, 

when students arrive, they are 
each assigned to one of two fiction-
al political parties, which are the 
“Nationalists” and the “Federalists.”

The entire program is non-par-
tisan and the problems considered 
apply to any existing political party 
and are free from propaganda.

Hamner is still undecided about 
whether he plans to pursue a career 
in politics but said if he does, the 
conditions would have to be right.

“Entering the political scene is 
a very daunting task that is fright-
ening and requires tons of effort,” 
Hamner said. “For me, it would 
depend on several factors at the 
time I enter, if I enter politics. If I 
was going to enter, I would start at 
the state legislature and hopefully 
move on from there to the U.S. 
Congress.”

Hamner said the program did 
affect his view of the current state of 
politics in the country, and said that 
based on what he 
heard and observed 
during the event, he 
has a feeling things 
may be headed in a 
certain direction.

“It may just be 
the subset of people I was inter-
acting with, but I do believe that 
there is a coming political shift to 
the center-right,” Hamner said. “A 
lot of people I talked with wanted a 
return to normalcy and moderation 
in politics. A lot of people were tired 
of the division and hatred that a 
lot of politicians on opposite sides 
seemed to have for each other.”
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It’s a local call!

UT Arlington’s approximately 
270,000 alumni occupy leadership 
positions at many of the 21 Fortune 
500 companies headquartered in 
North Texas and contribute to the 
University’s $28.8 billion annual 
economic impact on Texas.

UT System.
The University of Texas System 

Board of Regents approved this 
plan and authorized the use of the 
Permanent University Fund (PUF) 
to purchase the property, paving 
the way for UTA West, saying the 
new campus is dedicated to fos-
tering economic development and 
meeting the educational needs of 
one of the fastest-growing areas in 
the country. 

“Anytime the UT System can 
expand greater educational oppor-
tunity, access, and affordability to 
Texans, we’re going to do it,” said 
Kevin Eltife, chairman of the UT 
System Board of Regents. “We’ve 
recently done it in east Texas and 
south Texas and now we’re head-
ing west. We’re looking forward to 
planting a UT Arlington flag in west 
Fort Worth, currently the nation’s 
fastest growing city.”

“Years from now when we look 
back at major milestones in the 
life of the Fort Worth region and 
UT Arlington’s history, this new 
campus will rise to be among the 
top,” added J.B. Milliken, chancellor 
of the UT System. “As cities pre-
pare for rapid growth, the presence 
of great universities contributes 
immensely to their 
vibrant transforma-
tion, and we applaud 
the very special rela-
tionship between UT 
Arlington and Fort 
Worth as they plan 
for the future in such 
an insightful and strategic way.”

For more information, visit 
https://www.uta.edu/west.

that I would struggle to make friends 
or adjust to such a new environment, 
but the counselors made it so much 
more manageable, and my city real-
ly got along and became like a big 
friend group.”

Aside from the social aspect, 
Kasper said the content of the pro-
gram also exceeded his expectations. 

“Once we got our feet on the 
ground, it became almost entire-
ly student-run, with students 
organizing and running committees, 
meetings, elections, and the counsel-
ors simply monitoring,” Kasper said. 
“It was really interesting to see how 
quickly we could adjust to the posi-
tions of power and be able to grab 
and hold the room’s attention.”

Strong competition
Students at Boys State are 

selected by schools and legion posts 
throughout the state of Texas, and, 
apparently, the competition is stiff.

Participants engage in civil 
discourse with an eye toward devel-
oping civic leadership and pride 
in American citizenship, along 
with an interest in government, an 
understanding of American tradi-
tions, and a commitment to protect 
and preserve the American form of 
government.

Kasper, who participates in a 
variety of activities at Aledo High 
School, including Aledo Players, 
HOSA, Student Council, National 
Honor Society, Young Men’s Service 
League, UIL Academics, Aledo 
Young Life, and Aledo Wyldlife, 
said at Boys State most of the par-
ticipants had similar resumes.

“One of the most important 
takeaways I got from the event was 
remembering that every single per-
son there came from a place where 
they were highly involved and 
excelled, meaning that nobody was 
better than anybody else,” Kasper 
said.

STATE
from page one

UTA
from page two

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Jackson Hamner (shown) and 
Logan Kasper represented Aledo 
at the prestigious Texas Boys 
State program in which students 
study and participate in the oper-
ation of local, county and state 
governments.

WC launches 
department to 
meet demand 
for business 
leaders

In response to the increas-
ing needs of businesses in 
Parker and Wise counties 
and the surrounding areas, 
Weatherford College is adding 
a Department of Business and 
Behavioral Science.   

Dr. Philip Mathew will head 
the department while main-
taining his duties as program 
director for the growing bach-
elor’s degree in organizational 
leadership.   

“It’s true that the greatest 
danger is in standing still,” 
Mathew said. “This innovative 
move captures the natural syn-
ergies within these disciplines 
to help WC deliver even more 
value.   

“My hope is to build on 
the work of my colleagues 
and leverage the talents of our 
expert facul-
ty to prepare 
well-educated 
and well-rounded 
students who 
are positioned 
for success. 
When this happens, the busi-
nesses and other stakeholders 
in our community also benefit 
as they gain the talent they 
need to grow and thrive.”   

“Our new Department 
of Business and Behavioral 
Science will better serve both 
our student population and our 
thriving business community,” 
said WC President Tod Allen 
Farmer. “Weatherford College 
is now positioned to prepare 
scores of exceptional business 
leaders and entrepreneurs for 
generations to come.”   

https://www.uta.edu/west
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We welcome letters, articles and guest opin-
ions from our readers. Opinions expressed in 
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Community announcements, achievements 
and obituaries are due by noon Friday for 
the following week’s paper.
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A federal investigation into 
five state facilities concluded chil-
dren in custody face excessive 
force, sexual abuse and a lack of 
vital services, The Dallas Morning 
News reported.

At a news conference last 
week, Kristen Clarke,  assistant 
attorney general in the Justice 
Department’s civil rights divi-
sion, said children held in those 
facilities are not receiving the 
treatment and rehabilitation they 
are supposed to get.

“Our investigation provides 
reasonable cause to believe that, 
far from achieving those objec-
tives, TJJD engaged in a pattern 
of abuse, deprivation of essential 
services and disability-related dis-
crimination that seriously harms 
children and undermines their 
rehabilitation, all in violation of 
their rights,” Clarke said.

In response, the Texas Juvenile 
Justice Department said it had 
made “several significant improve-
ments” in staffing, educational 
programs and mental health care. 
The Legislature appropriated 
more than $1 billion last session 
to improve youth facilities.

The youth facilities are locat-
ed in Gainesville, Edinburg, 
Brownwood, Giddings and Mart.

Investigators found evidence 
of physical and sexual abuse, 
according to the report.

TxDOT adopts  
long-range  
transportation plan

“Connecting Texas 2050” was 
adopted recently by the Texas 
Transportation Commission to 
help guide priorities in the next 
quarter-century. The plan estab-
lishes the vision, goals, objectives 
and strategic recommendations 

for the state’s transportation 
system.

“With a growing population 
and new technologies changing 
how we move, these goals will 
help us plan for decades to come 
and connect future generations of 
Texans,” Marc Williams, TxDOT 
executive director, said.

The agency held a series of 
public meetings to gather input 
from the state’s citizens. Among 
the priorities listed were safety, 
alternative modes of travel, pub-
lic transportation options and 
maintaining the state’s existing 
transportation infrastructure.

To learn more about the plan, 
go to www.ConnectingTexas2050.
com.

Court: Buoys can stay in 
Rio Grande until trial

A full panel of the U.S. Fifth 
Circuit of Appeals ruled last week 
that a 1,000-foot-long barri-
er of buoys can stay in the Rio 
Grande until a full trial is held. 
The buoys, meant to deter illegal 
migrants, were placed on orders 
by Gov. Greg Abbott. Their legal-
ity was challenged by the federal 
government, which argues their 
placement violates federal treaties 
between the United States and 
Mexico.

At issue is whether this stretch 
of river is navigable, according to 
a report in the  Texas Standard. 
A trial over the legal merits was 
slated to start in an Austin federal 
court this week.

Flesh-eating bacteria on 
rise along coast

Authorities are warning of an 
outbreak of flesh-eating bacteria, 
with nearly a dozen people infect-
ed thus far, The News reported. 
Galveston County officials said 
11 cases of vibrio infections have 
been reported this summer, com-
pared to just two at this time last 
year.

The bacteria occur in coastal 
waters and are found in higher 
concentrations when water tem-
peratures are warmer. It can 
be contracted when an open 
wound comes into contact with 

coastal waters, or from eating raw 
or undercooked shellfish.

“There’s no need to panic,” 
Dr. Phillip Keiser, CEO of the 
Galveston County Health District, 
said in a statement. “Use common 
sense: avoid raw seafood, practice 
good hygiene, and stay informed 
to keep safe.”

The Centers for Disease 
Control estimates 80,000 cases of 
vibrio occur in the U.S. each year.

PUC gets 72  
applications for energy 
loan program

The  Public Utility 
Commission  received 72 applica-
tions for loans available through 
the Texas Energy Fund, which if 
all granted would provide $24.41 
billion to finance 38,379 mega-
watts of power generation projects 
in the region served by the Electric 
Reliability Council of Texas.

“Texans have made it clear 
that they expect reliable electricity 
today and well into the future, 
and I am pleased to see industry 
leaders responding to that call and 
planning for major investments in 
dispatchable power for the state,” 
PUCT Chairman Thomas Gleeson 
said.

The program will provide 
low-interest loans to finance 
new construction or upgrades to 
existing power-generating facili-
ties within the ERCOT region, 
which serves most of the state. 
Funding for the loan program was 
approved by Texas voters in a con-
stitutional amendment election 
last November.

Nine Texas courthouses 
get historic grant fund-
ing

The  Texas Historical 
Commission  recently award-
ed more than $46 million in 
preservation grants to histor-
ic courthouses in nine counties. 
Four grants for full restoration 
were awarded for courthouses 
in Comanche, Kimble, Van Zandt 
and Willacy counties.

Castro and Gonzales counties 
received planning grants that will 

create planning road maps for 
future restoration work.  Donley, 
Duval and Refugio counties 
received emergency grants to 
address critical issues endanger-
ing these courthouse buildings 
and affecting their use.

THC has awarded more than 
$400 million since the program’s 
inception to restore courthouses 
in Texas.

“As part of our mission to save 
the real places that tell the real 
stories of Texas, we hope to work 
with even more counties in the 
future,” Joseph Bell, THC execu-
tive director, said. 

Water board  
details how it will spend 
$1 billion

The Texas Water Development 
Board last week began detail-
ing how it will divide $1 billion 
in taxpayer approved funds for 
water infrastructure and supply 
projects throughout the state, The 
Tribune reported. Up to $45 mil-
lion will be reserved for towns 
with fewer than 1,000 residents, 
while about $130 million will go 
to towns with 1,001 to 10,000 
residents.

The board said it plans to 
spend up to $450 million toward 
existing financial assistance pro-
grams, $90 million on water loss 
and conservation programs, and 
$15 million on awareness and 
educational programming.

  “We have a whole lot more 
applications that are submitted 
than we have capacity in any given 
program year to provide financial 
assistance,” said Kathleen Ligon, 
interim assistant executive admin-
istrator at the Water Development 
Board.

The board has already received 
68 requests for funding from this 
pot of money. 
Gary Borders is a veteran 
award-winning Texas journal-
ist. He published a number of 
community newspapers in Texas 
during a 30-year span, includ-
ing in Longview, Fort Stockton, 
Nacogdoches, Lufkin and Cedar 
Park. Email:  gborders@texaspress.
com
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Commentaryy

Critics swear that the French 
successfully smeared “lipstick on 
a pig” for a big chunk of the 2024 
Olympic Games. The French, 
though, are used to sloughing off 
jokes and insults.

Someone said that if they 
can’t find an argument to join, 
they’ll start one. Further, on slow 
days, restaurant waitpersons 
resort to insulting each other. 
Even  the French military is 
thrown under the bus. Another 
joke claims that when a hotel 
kitchen fire broke out, the French 
army surrendered.

Seriously, though, research 
reveals that many fists fiercely 
both pounded and shook when 
French notables realized that the 
proposed Eiffel Tower was no joke.

My initial intent today was 
to focus on humor related to the 
Olympics, where TV people have 
done better jobs pronouncing 
French names than most Texas 
TV goldy-throats still stumbling 
on “Uvalde.” (Sheepish admis-
sion: Until the current Olympics 
coverage, I’d thought the Seine 

River--winding through Paris--to 
be pronounced “sane.” TV peo-
ple--correctly I’m sure--call it 
“sin.”)

We’ve seen Paris from all 
angles, wondering if they’ve used 
all fireworks, strobe lights, bau-
bles and beads. My “lipstick on 
pig” reference applies largely to 
the Seine River and its role in the 
city’s sewer system. Defenders 
claim they’d drink from the 
Seine, but critics won’t stick their 
big toes in it.

Truly, there’s both humor 
and sadness in the TV coverage, 
much of which seems to be about 
the sizzle and not the steak. I’m 
reminded of the guy’s first visit to 
a hockey game, where after sev-
eral minutes of intense fighting, 
a game broke out.

TV moguls are pulling out all 
the stops, frustrated that inter-
est in the Olympics continues to 
plummet. They’re scrambling to 
enliven coverage, hoping to win 
back multi-millions of viewers 
who are no longer watching.

While admitting that glitzy 
coverage has reached new heights 
in sight and sound, we lament 
the considerable evidence that 
it trivializes--and in some cases, 
tramples--traditional Christian 
values. Many Christians are 
swearing “enough already.”

One wag, learning that break-
dancing is now a recognized sport, 
said that when his granddaddy’s 
hound dogs squirmed like that, 
he gave ‘em worm medicine. He 

further predicted that before long, 
there may be additional obscure 
sports, perhaps pickleball, as well 
as synchronized eye-rolling and 
underwater ice-skating.

OK, enough rambling. Let’s 
switch to Gustave Eiffel. His bat-
tle to make “his” tower a reality 
is so riveting that I printed 26 
computer pages for later perusal. 
Don’t go there unless you really 
want to know more about this 
tourist destination that attracts 
some six million visitors annually. 
My cursory observations short-
change you greatly, but here goes!

In the 1880s, the French 
wanted a signature structure 
befitting the World Fair. Dozens 
of proposals were considered, but 
finally, Eiffel’s project was cho-
sen, despite vehement objections 
voiced by numerous financiers, 
artists, architects and even other 
engineers. They claimed his 
“scheme” was impractical at best 
and cockamamie at worst.

He proved them wrong, over-
seeing the construction of what 
was--for 40 years--the tallest, 
free-standing, guy-wireless man-
made structure in the world. At 
1,083 feet, it was finally topped 
by New York City’s Chrysler 
Building built in 1939.

When the tower opened, its 
elevators were not yet operative. 
Yet, in the first two weeks, 30,000 
visitors ascended the 1,710 stair 
steps to the top. The Eiffel Tower 
immediately “wowed” the world.

The biggest initial winner was 
Eiffel himself, an opportunist as 
well as an engineer. His contract 
called for him to pocket 100% of 
all admission income for the first 
20 years! No doubt, he spent lots 
of time counting his money in 
his apartment at the tower’s top, 
where he entertained such lumi-
naries as Thomas Edison.

Famous author Guy de 
Maupassant hated the tower. Yet, 
he is said to have eaten lunch 
daily in its restaurant, complain-
ing that it was the only place in 
Paris where the structure was 
NOT visible.

Dr. Newbury, longtime university 
president, continues to speak at 
write. The Idle American, begun 
in 2003, is Texas’ longest-run-
ning syndicated column. Contact: 
817-447-3872. Email: newbury@
speakerdoc.com. Website: www.
speakerdoc.com.

Idle American
Olympics and a Shrewd Frenchman

Dr. Don Newbury
newbury@speakerdoc.com

The late Gustave Eiffel and the 
tower he made famous.

http://www.community-news.com/stories/pattern-of-abuse-at-texas-juvenile-facilities,88669
http://www.community-news.com/stories/olympics-and-a-shrewd-frenchman,88670
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More events can be found at www.community-news.com/calendar

AUGUST 9

Meet the Band
Join us in cheering for our 
6-12th grade bands at this 
FREE annual community 
event starting at 7 p.m. on 
August 9, at the AMS Main 
Gym! Come and:
- Meet other band parents
- Join Aledo Band Boosters
- Buy some cool Aledo/
Band merchandise
- Get a yard sign for your 
kiddo, and 
- Enjoy listening to various 
combinations of our col-
lective Bearcats bands.
After the performance, 
Aledo High School 
Regiment kiddos will head 
off to the turf field on the 
East side of the Daniel 
Ninth Grade Center for a 
fun filled evening of Band 
Olympics! Bring a lawn 

chair and feel free to come 
pick a team (maybe even 
the one your kid is on!) to 
root for!

AUGUST 12

Aledo ISD Meet the 
Teacher
Meet the Teacher will be 
the evening of August 12. 
See your school’s website
or Facebook page for more
information.

AUGUST 13

Dementia Support Group
Join the Dementia
Support Group from 4-5
p.m. at Harvest of Aledo
1043 Bailey Ranch Rd.
Even more so, we value the 
efforts of the caregivers, 
especially the families of 
our residents.

This meeting will take
place on the second
Tuesday of every month.
For more information call
682-209-0643

SEPTEMBER 12

Alzheimer’s Group
The East Parker County 
Alzheimer’s Group meets 
from 1-3 p.m. on the sec-
ond Thursday of each 
month at Aledo United 
Methodist Church, 100 
Pecan. Drive. For more 
information, call 817-441-
8329.

AUGUST 13

Dementia Support Group
Join the Dementia
Support Group from 4-5
p.m. at Harvest of Aledo
1043 Bailey Ranch Rd.
Even more so, we value the 
efforts of the caregivers, 
especially the families of 
our residents.
This meeting will take
place on the second
Tuesday of every month.
For more information call
682-209-0643
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TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

ACROSS

DOWN

  1  TX Daniels who 
      starred in 1931 “The  
      Maltese Falcon”
  5  what a panhandle
      road does in a
      winter storm
  6  TX Dabney 1987 
      sitcom: “The ____
      Maxwell Story”
  7  Houston or Dallas
  8  “___ and downs”
  9  Alamo commander,
      Travis (init.)
12  bumper sticker: “No
      _____ But Texas”
17  Reba sang “__  _____
      Life Out There”
19  TXism: “___  __  _
      Cadillac bumper”
21  one way to spell
      the capital of Iran
22  TXism: “useless as
      a screen ____  __
      a subarine”
23  “I ___  ___ news”
28  in Concho County
      on U.S. 83/87
29  once an apt AM 
      station in Post, TX
30  historic “______ 
      Farm & Ranch” in
      Corpus Christi
31  a few of the 
      thinnest coins
35  WWII atomic 
      bomber _____ Gay
36  TXism: “green __
      ____  _____”
42  “Popeye the 
      ______  ___”
44  Mayberry’s Pyle
46  TX Orbison’s early
      group (2 wds.)

  1  TXism for “waitress”
      (2 wds.)
  2  Texas was 1st state
      to see this in 2024
  3  Luka _____  ___
      buzzer with a last
      second basket
  4  this Cecil stole a
      mess of bases for
      Rangers (1987-90)
  9  TXism: “____ seein’
      eye to eye” (agree)
10  TXism: “you’re
      _______  __  ____”
      (interfering)
11  ___ gallon hat
12  degree held by
      most Texas profs.

48  TXism: “a good man not
      __  ____ with” (mean)
49  Texas soda: __ Pepper
50  built in 1965, Astros had
      the fi rst stadium with this
51  Texas pro teams hear
      the ____ of the crowd
52  “Big Apple” (abbr.)
53  Waller of 1949 fi lm
      “Bandit Kings of Texas”
54  TXism: “____ as a
      bug’s ear”

56  Grand
      ___ Opry
57  TXism: “the
      fur ___ fl ying”
58  graduating class
      members (abbr.)

13  TX Strait’s “You
      ____  __  ____ in
      Love” (1983)
14  “Pop _  ___” was
      fi rst recorded by TX
      Nat Stuckey (1966)
15  Texas Pulitzer-winning
      journalist, Brown
16  “those” in Mexico
18  TXism: “___ argue
      with a fence post”
20  TXism: “bat ___
      eyelash” (blink)
23  George of “The
      Dirty Dozen” with 
      TX Trini Lopez (init.)
24  golf’s hole in ___
25  Sam Houston statue
      weighs 25 ____

26  gas swell in cattle
27  D-Day, an invasion
      of ______ forces
32  TXism: “cashed __
      his chips” (died)
33  __ Pleasant (abbr.)
34  TXism: “size ‘__ up”
36  Noah’s boat
37  TXism: “just a ____-
      gen” (small amount)

38  Denzel 2004 thriller:
      “___  __ Fire”
39  wanderer
40  nail fi le abrasive
41  TXism: “is the
      pope Catholic?”
43  TX Buddy Holly
      hit: “Rave __”
45  former Cowboy
      Staubach (init.)
47  nonreligious
48  pecan is the state
      ____
55  actress Harper of
      Texas-based fi lm
      “No Country for
      Old Men” (2007)
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Support Services provided by 
Careity Foundation

MEET OUR
ANCER-FIGHTING
ROCK ST RS

Talha Riaz, MD Medical Oncologist/Hematologist | Aaron Laine, MD, PhD Radiation Oncologist
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CLEAR FORK MATERIALS
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TRACK AND FIELD

Finks make history with national titles
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

It’s not uncommon for folks 
to do some running around with 
excitement as they celebrate.

For the Fink family, they have a 
lot to celebrate — because of their 
running.

Competing for Weatherford’s 
Mach I Track Club at the Amateur 
Athletic Union Junior Olympics 
in Greensboro, North Carolina, 
recently, they made team history 
as Jack and his younger brother 
Josh became the first brothers to 
win national championships at the 
event.

Competing in the Boys 13-14 age 
group, Josh successfully defended 
his national championship in the 

3,000-meter race/walk. He clocked 
a time of 15 minutes, 43.92 seconds.

Then, Jack, competing in the 
Boys 17-18 division, posted a per-
son-best time of 8:56 to win the 
3,000 run. He also finished fourth 
in the 1,500, clocking a club-re-
cord time of 4:07.59, breaking the 
previous record of 4:07.91 by 2023 
national runner-up (and 2022 
national champion) Gannon Dolan.

Younger sister Jenna, 
competing in the Girls 9-10 
division, posted a pair of 
personal records. She had a 
time of 3:03 in the 800 and 
5:58 in the 1,500.

“The Finks are 
hard-working athletes, can’t 
stress that enough,” Mach I coach 
Lupe Torres said. “They do what 

they are asked to do, no questions 
asked. They are also very loyal and 
trust the process of Mach I.

“Jack’s winning nationals was 
nine years in the making.”

Concerning the season as a 
whole, Torres added, “This has been 
another record-breaking season.”

USATF
Mach I also had two competitors 

at the USA Track and Field 
Junior Olympics in College 
Station. Each posted per-
sonal-record times in their 
respective events.

Tryg Meshell ran a 5:02 
in the Boys 11-12 1,500 and 

Malachi Dolan clocked a 5:28.36 in 
the Boys 9-10 1,500.

MACH I TRACK CLUB

Jack Fink won the 3,000-meter run in the Boys 17-18 
age group at the Amateur Athletic Union Junior 
Olympics.

MACH I TRACK CLUB

Josh Fink successfully defended his national cham-
pion in the Boys 13-14 3,000-meter race/walk at the 
Amateur Athletic Union Junior Olympics.

BASEBALL

Bearcats’ Jones named 
TSWA All-State

Staff Reports
The Community News

Ryan Jones, a recent graduate 
of Aledo High School, has been 
named Class 5A honorable men-
tion all-state by the Texas Sports 
Writers Association. 

Jones, a third baseman, has 
committed to play in college at 
Texas Tech.

Jones was also named first-
team all-state by the Texas 
High School Baseball Coaches 
Association, as was short-
stop Boyd Thompson, 
who has committed to 
play at Seminole State 
College.

The Bearcats won 
District 5-5A and 

advanced to the third round of the 
playoffs.

Weatherford
Two Kangaroos were honored 

by the TSWA on the Class 6A All-
State Team. Recently graduated 
outfielder J.T. Cienega was named 
to the first team and incoming 
junior catcher Jett Vindiola is an 
honorable mention.

Both were also selected by the 
THSBCA.

Cienaga has committed 
to play for Grayson College 
next season. 

The Kangaroos finished 
as runners-up in District 
3-6A and advanced to the 
playoffs.

RYAN WADE/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Third baseman, Ryan Jones fields a bunt and makes the throw over to 
first as a Rider baserunner scrambles down the line in Bearcat action in 
April of 2024.

http://www.clearforkmaterials.com
https://www.community-news.com/stories/fink-brothers-make-history-with-national-titles,88846
https://www.community-news.com/stories/bearcats-jones-named-tswa-all-state,88850
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Classifieds

Business Cards

Vanity Tops                                           Tubs 
Whirlpool Tubs                         Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE
2927 Greenlee Park Trail

Weatherford, Texas 76088

  817-341-8970
Natural Granite  •  Solid Surface  •  Silestone

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
SERVICE AND REPAIR • LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

817-441-8633
• • NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS • •

817-443-9733
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR
LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor 

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100  
Aledo, TX 76008  
Bus. 817-441-4108 • Fax 800-656-0301 
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com 
www.edwardjones.com

Operated by a subsidary  
of NRT, LLC

KIMBERLY MEYER, 
ABR, CRS, GRI

REALTOR®

Cell (817) 929-0347
kimberly.meyer@cbdfw.com

5924 Convair Drive #420  
Fort Worth, TX 76109

www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer

Global Luxury Specialist

1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 817-504-7662817-504-7662
Call for availability · Boat & RV parking - $50Call for availability · Boat & RV parking - $50

10x10 $65 • 10x20 $95 • 10x30 $14010x10 $65 • 10x20 $95 • 10x30 $140

We have lots of room  
for your stuff!

1187 MINI STORAGE1187 MINI STORAGE

5 & 6 Inch Seamless Gutters • Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial • New & Repair

ROSS GUTTERS
In Business Since 1995

Office: 817-565-4658
Talk and text 817-771-9661

FREE SPLASH BLOCKS FOR A LIMITED TIME

• COMPOSITION SHINGLES
• WOOD SHINGLES
• NEW ROOFS • REROOFS
• REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 • mobile (817) 996-2726

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

Insurance Claims Handled

Free 

Estim
ates

Hearing
Care Center
4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702
Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre
Phone: 817.263.1971

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
CHAPPELL

Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

(817) 249-2028

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t

Ken Hartman, Proprietor

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry 
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

RACE AIR
Heating & Air Conditioning
47 Years Experience • Sales & Service

JASON SCOTT 817-269-6027
LICENSE #TACLB 63540E

SERVICES
BEAUTIFUL DOORS 
REFINISHED BY TENNYSON 
Beautiful Doors Refinished 
by tennyson/ Front 
Doors, Garage Doors, 
Also,: Shutters, Wood 
Trim , Weather Stripping, 
Hardware, Door Adjustments 
& More! Call or Text  817-
305-3087. Thank You!

BALLOON DECORATIONS 
for any Event: Weddings, 
Corporate, Baby Showers, 
Grand Openings, Birthdays, 
Anniversaries, Quinceaneras. 
CALL Sally 817-484-8353

PAINTING: Let my 50 years 
experience work for you. We 
do interior and exterior res-
idential and custom home 
painting. Bobby McWilliams 
817-821-6377

Last Puzzle
 Solution

S-1698

       B E B E
       I C E S
       S L A P
       C I T Y
       U P S  W B T  P L A C E
       I S T H E R E  H O T A S A
       T E H E R A N  D O O R O N
  G O T B A D  E D E N    K P O S
  K N O L L E     D I M E S
   E N O L A  A S M I N T M O N E Y
    S A I L O R M A N    G O M E R
     T E E N K I N G S  T O M E S S
      D R   D O M E  R O A R
           N Y C  E D D Y
            C U T E
            O L E
            W A S
            S R S    

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

Leave  Leave  
your  your  
card!card!

For info about advertising on the  
Business Card Page, call 817-441-7661.

P.O. Box 1031, Aledo, TX • 817-441-7661 
www.community-news.com

The 
CommuniTy news

ORDINANCE NO. 235

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF 
THE TOWN OF ANNETTA, TEXAS, BY APPROVING A SPECIAL 
USE PERMIT FOR THE CONSTRUCTION AND USE OF AN 
ACCESSORY DWELLING ON A 8.17 ACRE PARCEL AT 1200 
CLEARBRUSH LANE; PROVIDING FOR THE AMENDMENT OF 
THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP TO REFLECT SUCH CHANGE; 
PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BE CUMULATIVE 
OF ALL ORDINANCES; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; 
PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY CLAUSE; PROVIDING A 
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION IN 
THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE.

Any person, firm or corporation who violates, disobeys, omits, 
neglects or refuses to comply with or who resists the enforcement of 
any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be fined not more than 
Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00) for each offense. Each day that a 
violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a separate offense.

This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after 
its passage and publication as required by state law and it is so 
ordained.  

PASSED AND APPROVED on this 20th day of June, 2024. 

(s) Sandy Roberts 
Mayor

Attest: 
(s) Jamee Long 
Town Secretary

 Notice of Public Hearing

The City of Willow Park City Council will hold a public hearing on 
the matter listed below:

PUBLIC HEARING to consider a request for Special Use Permit 
regarding the placement of a temporary free-standing off-premise 
sign on Lot S PT 1, Block 1; Trinity Meadows Subdivision, in the 
City of Willow Park, Parker County, Texas. 

Planning & Zoning Commission: Tuesday, August 27, 2024
Time:    6:00 PM
Location:   Willow Park City Hall 
      120 El Chico Trail, Ste A
      Willow Park, TX 76087

Any member of the public has the right to appear at the Public 
Hearing.  Please contact the Development Department at 817-441-
7108 x100 or tfisher@willowpark.org with any questions.

The above notice was posted on the bulletin board at the City of 
Willow Park City Hall, Willow Park, Texas on/before August 9, 2024 
by 5:00 p.m.

TexSCAN Week of 
Aug. 4-10, 2024

AUCTION
John Ewers Estate / No Water Farms – Real Estate 
& Equipment Auction, August 16 & 17, Stratford, TX. 
Visit capauctions.com or call 888-300-0005 for more. 

CHARITY
Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support 
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car 
Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today!

CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE
Switch and save up to $250/year on your talk, text and 
data. No contract and no hidden fees. Unlimited talk 
and text with flexible data plans. Premium nationwide 
coverage. 100% U.S. based customer service. For 
more information, call 1-855-493-3803.

ENERGY
Backup power – peace of mind. Get a standard 
warranty of 7 years, $849 value. Call 888-925-0261, 
Briggs & Stratton Energy Solutions.

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just 
a generator. It’s a power move.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE
Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare 
Cancellation Experts. Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free informational 
package and learn how to get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. Call 
855-501-6864.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time, 
waving ALL installation costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. (Offer 
ends 8/25/24.) Call 1-855-965-0841.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

OIL & GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

WATER DAMAGE
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  
A small amount of water can lead to major damage 
in your home. Our trusted professionals do complete 
repairs to protect your family and your home’s value! 
Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027. Have zip code of service 
location ready when you call!

WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.  

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
200 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 855-704-8579  
to schedule your free quote!

INOGEN®

PORTABLE OXYGEN 
CONCENTRATORS

Call us toll-free at

1-866-747-9983

130-day risk-free trial- Return within 30 days of purchase 
for a full refund of purchase price.

PM230469 EN_EX_USA | Rx Only. © 2024 Inogen, Inc. 
859 Ward Drive, Suite 200, Goleta, CA 93111
Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is 
strictly forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen, Inc. All other trademarks 
are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.

The good 
Lord made 
us all out of 
iron. Then he 
turns up the 
heat to forge 
some of us 
into steel.

Marie Osmond

http://www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer
http://www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
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103 W. Church • 817-596-8758 • 817-594-2612

Propane Sales 
and Service

On the Square  
in Weatherford 

YEARSYEARS
OF PROPANE

1958-2023

Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry
Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C. 
Michael Ball, D.D.S., P.L.L.C.

Diplomate of American Board of Pediatric Dentistry
Fellow of American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101
Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087

Ofc: 817-441-2425
Fax: 817-441-2491

www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com

community-news.com

TENNIS

Racquet Cats off to strong start
By Kelly Dishman
Special to The Community News

The Aledo varsity tennis team 
started their season with a 17-2 win 
against Arlington Martin on Aug. 
1. They continued a winning streak 
with a doubleheader sweep the fol-
lowing day, defeating Boswell 16-2 
and Peaster 14-5.  

There are seven returning boys 
and eight returning seniors from 
last season, inspiring high opti-
mism for a successful year.

Aledo had a strong lead after 
doubles play against Martin. Boys 
line 1 Will Beyer and Francois Britz 
won 9-7, line 2 Noah Nottingham 
and Tom Ruminsky won 8-3 
and line 3 Ben Kurth and Casen 
Freeland won 8-0.   

Girls line 1 Bryanna Orr and Lila 
Satterfield won 8-2, line 2 Gracie 
Heydman and Eleanor Jack won 
8-5 and line 3 McKinley Hayes and 
Patrice Loftin won 9-7.  

Mixed doubles players Jacob 
Heckathorn and Elli Kate Bussmeir 
won their match 8-0.

The boys singles were all wins 
with line 1 Jacob Heckathorn, 9-7; 
line 2 Ben Kurth, 8-1; line 4 Will 
Beyer, 8-4; line 5 Francois Britz, 8-0 
and line 6 Casen Freeland, 8-3. 

Winning singles for the girls side 
were line 1 Lila Satterfield, 8-0; line 
2 Bryanna Orr, 8-1; line 3 Elli Kate 
Bussmeir, 8-0; line 4 McKinley 
Hayes, 8-4; and line 5 Eleanor Jack, 
8-5.   

On Friday Aug. 2, varsity Raquet 
Cats started the day with a 16-2 win 
over Boswell and, in their first home 
match in the afternoon, beat the 
heat and Peaster with a 14-5 victory.

Against Boswell, Kurth and 
Freeland won 8-2.  All girls dou-
bles lines were victorious (Orr/
Satterfield at 8-3, Heydman/Jack at 
9-7 and Hayes/Loftin at 8-4).  

Mixed doubles Beyers and 
Bussmeir won  8-5.

In boys singles, Kurth, 8-6; 
Ruminsky, 8-3; Beyer, 8-1; Britz, 
8-2 and Freeland, 8-5.  

Girls won all their lines in sin-
gles, Satterfield, 8-1; Orr, 8-4; 
Bussmeir, 8-0; Hayes, 8-5; Jack, 
8-3 and Heydman, 8-0.

After a lunch break and brief 
cooling off period, the team faced 
Peaster at home and walked away 
with their third win.  

The team faced tough competi-
tion in doubles and came 
away with four wins. 
Boys doubles Kurth and 
Freeland won 8-3.  

Girls won two lines 
(Orr/Satterfield, 8-6 
and Hayes/Loftin, 8-4).  

Beyers and Bussmeir won their 
mixed doubles match, 8-3.

The team went into singles com-
petition at 4-3 and won the majority 
of their single matches.  

In boys singles, Heckathorn won 
8-6; Kurth, 9-8; Britz, 8-2; Freeland, 
8-0; and Noah Nottingham, 8-6.   

In girls singles, Satterfield, 8-1; 
Orr, 8-1; Bussmeir, 8-0; Jack, 8-0; 
and Heydman, 8-3.

With 15 returning players and 
five talented players added to the 
roster, the team is set for success 
and to be very competitive in dis-
trict play once again. 

The team was playing double-
headers against Wakeland and 
Lubbock Cooper, followed by Argyle 

and Colleyville Heritage at 
press time. The team’s schedule 
includes eight more matches 
prior to their district season 
opener on Aug. 20 against 
Brewer High at Aledo’s home 
court.

KELLY DISHMAN/SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

The Aledo tennis team has started the season with three straight victories.

CHRISTOPHER AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Tryouts were held earlier this week for the Aledo Ladycats as presea-
son practices got underway. The Ladycats scrimmage at Burleson 
Centennial on Friday, Aug. 9 and host a scrimmage at 9 a.m. Saturday, 
Aug. 10 against Brock, Joshua, Weatherford, and Wylie.

Moritz Chevrolet · Chrysler · Jeep 
Loop 820 & Hwy 580 (Camp Bowie West) · 817-696-2000

Moritz Kia · 8501 I-30 · 817-560-6000

CongratulationsCongratulations
National Champions

Josh Fink (left) successfully defended his national champion in the Boys 
13-14 3,000-meter race/walk at the Amateur Athletic Union Junior Olympics, 
while Jack Fink won the 3,000-meter run in the Boys 17-18 age group.

http://www.texasbutane.com
http://www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com
https://www.community-news.com/stories/racquet-cats-off-to-strong-start,88770
https://www.community-news.com/stories/volleyball-underway-scrimmages-start-friday,88857

