
Parker County 
Peach Festival to 
break many records
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

The Parker County Peach 
Festival is always a big thing - and 
this year it’s going to feature a 
treat unlike any other the world 
has ever seen.

The Weatherford Chamber 
of Commerce has announced 
plans to create the world’s larg-
est batch of peach cobbler - and 
yes, it will be available for con-
sumption by anyone who visits 
the Peach Festival in downtown 
Weatherford on Saturday, July 13.

“The Parker County Peach 
Festival has always been a cele-
bration of our rich agricultural 
heritage and our love for peaches. 
Breaking the world record for the 
largest peach cobbler is a fun and 
ambitious way to showcase our 
community spirit and highlight 
the delicious peaches that our 
region is known for,” Weatherford 
Chamber President Tammy 
Gazzola said. “It’s also a fantastic 
way to bring people together and 
create lasting memories. 

“We have talked about doing 
the cobbler for a couple of years, 
but one of our local businessmen, 
Zack Smith with Buffalo Rental, 
heard we were considering the 
attempt and he took the initiative 
to formulate the plan to execute it. 
He really is the brains behind this 
huge undertaking.”

Shattering the record
Gazzola said the current world 

record for the largest cobbler is 
held by some folks in Louisiana 
who baked 2,251 pounds worth. 
She said plans are to shatter that 
record by creating more than 
5,000 pounds.

“We don’t want there to be any 
question that’s it’s the biggest!” 
Gazzola exclaimed.

The cobbler will be construct-
ed off-site, just two blocks away 
from downtown. It will be con-
structed on Friday and moved to 
the festival Saturday morning. 
Local non-profits will be working 
the cobbler booth to sell tastings 
of the huge cobbler and all the 

proceeds will go directly to local 
non-profits.

In the works for a while
Gazzola said this project 

has been in the works since last 
September when the chamber 
reached out to the folks at Guiness 
and put the plan in to action.

Candice Lambdin of Fire Oak 
Grill has been perfecting the rec-
ipe. Smith has been securing the 
equipment needed for mixing, 

Research building 
and outdoor  
theater planned
Christopher Amos
The Community News

Michael Martin Murphey is best 
known for decades of writing and 
performing music with subjects of 
nature, culture, and the soul of west-
ern life.  Parallel to his passion for 

music is his joy of learning and shar-
ing western history and the stories of 
the characters who lived it.

The library wing
The idea for an outlet to share 

his vast Western history collection 
began to take flight with a con-
version he had with Weatherford 
College President Dr. Tod Farmer 
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HUDSON OAKS

Council unites 
with neighbor

Wastewater  
agreement approved
By Jim Zimmerman
The Community News

Following up on a decision by 
Willow Park’s City Council two 
nights earlier, Hudson Oaks City 
Council moved forward with a new 
wastewater facility usage agreement. 
The council solidified the union at its 
meeting on Thursday, June 27.

The City of Hudson Oaks 
approached Willow Park city staff 
months ago about the possibility 
of Willow Park treating wastewater 
from Hudson Oaks once the new 
wastewater treatment plant goes 
online. At their June 25 meeting, 
the Willow Park Council approved 
the agreement.

Hudson Oaks and Willow Park 
were already sharing water usage.

Hudson Oaks agrees to pay 20% 
of the construction cost of the new 
plant (about $3,678,000), and for 
the next 20 years will pay 20% of 
the operational costs.

For this they will be allowed 
to send up to 150,000 gallons of 
wastewater to the plant daily. The 

plant is currently being built to treat 
750,000 gallons.

Should the plant need to be 
expanded in the future, Hudson 
Oaks reserves the right to purchase 
additional treatment capabilities.

“One of the main contributing 
factors for Hudson Oaks to pro-
ceed with this endeavor was the 
city’s AA credit rating. With this 
rating, the city was able to obtain 
bonds, money, at a very low interest 
rate,” explained Hudson Oaks City 
Administrator Sterling Naron.

He noted this also keeps Hudson 
Oaks a property tax-free city.

Location
The facility is already under con-

struction. Willow Park is responsible 
for the design, engineering and con-
struction of the facility. 

The new facility is located in 
Willow Park on JD Towles Road. 
Hudson Oaks will be responsible for 
the transmission line to get Hudson 
Oak’s wastewater to the facility.

“With this new facility in place, it 
allows both cities to grow and ensures 
that all residents get to rely on their 
corresponding cities to provide for 
their needs” explained Naron.

WEATHERFORD

Michael Murphey Institute  
to expand Doss Center

PEACH FESTIVAL

World’s largest cobbler  
highlight of 2024 event

Summer Foam Fun

CHRISTOPHER AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Young and old enjoy laughter and foam during a party at Camp Fire Day Camp held at Walsh Elementary 
School. The camp is one of several summer camps in the area providing fun and educational activities during 
the break from school. Special activities and field trips are scheduled throughout the summer weeks, includ-
ing a bubbly foam party.

CHRISTOPHER AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Michael Martin Murphey entertains at the Texas Press Association  
convention June 21. The artist took the audience on a musical journey, 
blending songs with history, family experiences and folklore.

Turn to MURPHEY, page 3

Turn to PEACH, page 3

WEATHERFORD ISD AG. MECHANICS

This large pan created by the Weatherford ISD Career and Technical 
Education department will hold the world’s largest peach cobbler to be 
made and served at the Parker County Peach Festival on Saturday, July 
13 in downtown Weatherford.
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Atex trAsh 
service

Providing excellent  
service for those  

outside the city limits

Weekly service:  
$40 Per month

Locally owned and  
operated since 2010

tim green:  
817-344-8464 

WWW.atextrash.com

Granite, Quartz, Marble, and Solid Surface

817-565-3110 • DFWCountertopRepair.com
A division of Marz Remodeling, LLC

RESTORE • REPAIR • REFINISH • MODIFY

Ring Leaders Kennel

• Grooming 
• Boarding 
• Heated & 

Cooled 
• Indoor & 

Outdoor 
Runs

• 24 Hour 
Attendant 

Aledo 817-441-8071

We go the 
distance to care 

for your pet!

103 W. Church 
On the Square in Weatherford 
817-596-8758 • 817-594-2612

“BEEN HERE AND WILL BE HERE”

Propane  
Sales and  
Service

5 Generations of the  
Same Family,  

Same Phone Number,  
Same AddressYEARSYEARS

OF PROPANE
1958-2023

Atex Trash Service is a locally 
owned, family owned business 
that prides itself on excellent ser-
vice for an affordable price. After 
11 years in business, Atex Trash 
Service is building an outstand-
ing reputation as a company that 
is truly here to build something 
simply by helping others, and it 
is that hometown business model 
philosophy that has quickly made 
them one of the fastest growing 
businesses in the community.

“We work hard to take good 
care of our customers and we 
are committed to building our 
business with sound principles 
and ethics in mind,” said Tim 
Green, one of the owners. “We 
strive to be a helpful and positive 
influence in the community, to be 
fair and honest in our business 
practices and to always make our 
decisions based on what is in the 
best interest of our customers, 
our employees and the commu-
nity while maintaining a healthy 
company.”

Many of us are cutting back, 
and being careful about what we 
spend in this economy. We want 
to save money on household 
necessities, but when it comes 
to services around our home, we 
don’t want to sacrifice our peace 
of mind to save a few dollars. We 
want our service providers to be 
honest and dependable, worthy 
of our trust.

Billy Green is that kind of 
man, and he raised his son, Tim, 
to treat others with respect. He 
encouraged and developed Tim’s 
heart of service. Watching his 
father, Tim had an example of 
great moral character and strong 
work ethic. Together they are a 
glowing example of honesty, reli-
ability and self-sacrifice. When 
you have the opportunity to visit 
with them, you instantly feel at 
ease. Their positive attitudes are 
contagious, and you will leave 
with a smile.

Together, Billy and Tim start-
ed Atex Trash Service as a way for 
them to serve their community 
- their neighbors. Being able to 
make a living serving others is a 
dream come true for Tim. Atex 
Trash Service has been helping 
area residents save money on 
their residential trash pick-up 
since July 2010. Tim and Billy 
Green are the dynamic duo of 
father and son teams, proving 
that you can provide Superior 
Quality Service at the Lowest 
Price.

Atex provides weekly trash 
pick-up for a flat rate of $35 a 
month for their standard service. 
“We realize however, not every 
family’s needs are the same,” said 
Tim, “We are able to customize 
plans for smaller and for larg-
er families.” They serve Parker, 
Tarrant, and Wise County areas 

outside of Azle, Springtown, 
Weatherford, Poolville and 
Aledo, and the area continues to 
grow! Just call and see if they can 
help you. Since they are a local, 
family-owned company, you 
know who will answer the phone 
when you call. Tim and Billy 
are available Monday through 
Friday from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. and 
later if you need them. Just call 
817-344-8464.

You can also contact Atex 
through their website 24 hours a 
day at www.atextrash.com. It’s an 
easy-to-navigate website where 
you can contact Tim, sign up for 
new service, and even securely 
pay your bill online. You can also 
see what others have to say on 
their Testimonial Page or look 
them up on Facebook.

Operating this business 
means the whole family can work 
together! Tim’s sons Laken and 
Gaige have grown up, and they’re 
now the third generation with 
Atex helping to take care of the 
community.

“I’m happiest when I am 
doing for others,” said Tim, “and 
to be able to build something 
positive with my family, well, I 
simply couldn’t ask for anything 
more.”

Give Atex a call and see how 
they can help you. You’ll be glad 
you did!

Call on Atex Trash Service

https://www.community-news.com/in-around-parker-county/
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�
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ENERGY EFFICIENT 
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WIND & FIRE RESISTANT
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Proudly serving the great 
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Propane Sales 
and Service

On the Square  
in Weatherford 
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1958-2023

GREEN DAYS  GREEN DAYS  
LAWN CARELAWN CARE

Professional Lawn Service at an Affordable Price

Call Jeff Case   
817-565-5444

• Tree & Shrub Trimming
• General Clean Up
• All Types of Lawn Care
• 

• Currently Servicing &    
  Taking on New HOAs
• PayPay & Zelle & P2P  
  Payments Accepted
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Locally  
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transporting, building the oven and 
cooking. Texas Butane is helping 
with propane for cooking.

The Weatherford ISD Career 
and Technical Education program 
built and constructed and  11-by-20-
foot pan to hold the cobbler.

“The oven will be construct-
ed Thursday and burners placed. 
The pan will be weighed and 
placed Friday,” Gazzola explained. 
“Friday afternoon the ingredi-
ents are weighed and mixed by 
the Weatherford Young Business 
Leaders. The cobbler will cook all 
night under the watch of the YBL 
and be moved to its place in the fes-
tival for Saturday morning.”

Careful documentation
Gazzola said the chamber has 

been in contact with Guiness but 
has not received confirmation as to 

whether they will be sending some-
one. However, she said everything 
in the process is being recorded 
carefully.

“We are moving forward and 
documenting the process and cer-
tifying the weight of ingredients 
and pan. We are using certified 
scales at Dillard’s Feed to make 
sure it is all recorded correctly,” she 
said. “Following the festival we will 
submit the record attempt and fully 
expect to smash the record.”

Lots more
The Parker County Peach 

Festival, started in 1984, continues 
to captivate visitors from all over 
with its charm, bounty of local-
ly grown peaches and over 200 
art, craft, food and activity ven-
dors. Attendees can indulge in an 
array of peach-themed delicacies, 
from peach cobbler (more than ever 
this year), peach juleps, peach pie, 
peach ribs to peach ice cream.

The food competition has quick-
ly become a local favorite. The 
judges of this fun event are in for a 
real treat as they savor anything and 
everything peachy.

More than 200 quality arts 
and crafts, produce, activity and 
food vendors will line the streets of 
downtown Weatherford, with the 
historic Parker County Courthouse 
as the backdrop.

Visitors can pull up a seat, sit 
back and relax at one of two enter-
tainment stages featuring local 
talent.

The annual Peach Pedal Bike 
Ride, also taking place that day, 
will feature over 2,000 cyclists. To 
get more information on this popu-
lar bike ride visit www.peachpedal.
com.

For easy (and free) transporta-
tion to the festival, hop on one of 
the air-conditioned shuttles from 
the Weatherford ISD Ninth-Grade 
Center, Weatherford College, or 
Heritage Park.

Tickets
Cost is $10 for adults, $5 kids 

ages 5-12 and under age 5 are free. 
Tickets can be purchased at  www.
peachfestivaltx.com.

Also, visit facebook.com/park-
ercountypeachfestival for more 
details.

“Each year, we strive to enhance 
the festival experience with new 
attractions, entertainment, and 
of course, our world-class peach 
cobbler,” Gazzola said. “This ded-
ication to quality and innovation 
continues to attract growing num-
bers of attendees, making it a 
highlight of the summer for many.” 

Lindley Kessinger was named Peach 
Queen for 2024-2025. She also 
won the photogenic award. She is 
the daughter of Kris and Jeannine 
Kessinger and will be a senior at 
Weatherford Christian School. The 
Parker County Peach Festival will be 
in Weatherford on July 13.

while Murphey was a guest at a 
college event. That meeting led 
to volumes of 
Murphey’s col-
lection arriving 
at the campus 
in 2022 and 
eventually the 
Michael Martin 
Murphey 
Western 
Heritage 
Institute collec-
tion opening in 
the Speaker Jim 
Wright Library on the Weatherford 
College campus March of 2024.

The wing features more than 
1,600 significant volumes, most of 
which can be checked out, with rare 
and irreplaceable volumes available 
for study in the library.

Library Director Valorie Starr 
was tasked with cataloging and pre-
senting the vast collection.

“She is one of the greatest assets 
Parker County has, I can tell you 
that,” Murphey said of Starr. “She 
studied and looked up the value of 
every single book and decided how 
it all fits into the library system.”

Starr said patrons do not need 
to be a Weatherford College stu-
dent to access the Murphey Western 
Institute collection but can obtain 
a library account if a resident of 
Parker, Palo Pinto, Wise, Jack or 
Hood counties.

The institute
Murphey has a history of not 

only promoting western history, but 
helping people and organizations in 
need, especially in Texas. Murphey 
Western Institute, a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit with principal board 
members Mark Gregston, Frank 

Goodrich and Murphey, have ben-
efited projects such as the Home on 
the Range Cabin project in Athol, 
Kansas, and the Colorado Trail 
project.

The organization has also raised 
money for cattle ranchers affected 
by Hurricane Harvey in 2017, the 
2008 Texas wildfire, and, with a 
concert co-starring Texas musical 
artist Lyle Lovett, raised $100,000 
in aid for the largest Texas wildfire 
in March 2024.

“We help build buildings and 
we help people in times of disaster,” 
Murphey said.

The Doss-Murphey vision
There is much more on the 

horizon for the Murphey Western 
Heritage Institute after the music 
artist approached the Doss Heritage 
& Culture Center in Weatherford. 
Loraine Crutcher, Doss director of 
development, said the board was 

excited to partner with Murphey 
and build what will be the largest 
western heritage complex in the U.S.

“This is a beautiful way to keep 
connecting all of our organizations 
and missions together because 
we already work very closely with 
Weatherford College,” Crutcher said. 
“When we met Michael Murphey at 
a Weatherford College event, it all 
came together. It really is a fantastic 
way for us to partner and be very 
concentric around western heritage 
and culture.”

“We think being in Parker 
County is the perfect place to be,” 
Murphey said between concerts. 
“We will always have the Murphey 
Western Library wing there at the 
college, and when the Murphey 
Western Heritage Institute is built, 
the Doss Center will have a fantastic 
research center, library and archive.

Plans are for the property 
from the Doss Heritage & Culture 

Center at 1400 Texas Dr. east to 
Weatherford College to have the 
Murphey Western Institute, a 
research center with archive and 
an amphitheater concert arena.  
The creek area on the property will 
be developed into greenspace and 
walking trails.

“Eventually, 11,000 books I have 
will be at the new library and many 
available in an immense archive,” 
Murphey said.

Part of Murphey’s collection 
includes major western writers and 
historians and an extensive west-
ern art collection.  He also plans 
to contribute a selection of his-
toric material about Cynthia Ann 
Parker, wife of Comanche Chief 
Peta Nacona, who was captured 
as a child and assimilated into 
Comanche life.

To learn how to contribute to the 
Murphey Western Institute, visit 
murpheywesterninstitute.org.

PEACH
from page one

MURPHEY
from page one

PHOTO COURTESY OF KRISTOPHER KESSINGER

Michael Martin 
Murphey
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Content Submission Policy

We’re always on the lookout for story ideas. 
To share one, call Randy Keck at 817-386-
1469 or email news@community-news.com. 
Please provide the basic story information 
as well as contact information.

We welcome letters, articles and guest opin-
ions from our readers. Opinions expressed in 
this newspaper will be labeled as opinions, 
editorials or letters, and do not reflect the 
opinions of the ownership. Letters should 
be signed, and limited to approximately 
300 words. All submissions to the news-
paper should include a telephone number 
in case we have questions. Letters are due 
by Monday at noon for that week’s paper. 
Community announcements, achievements 
and obituaries are due by noon Friday for 
the following week’s paper.

Photos submitted should include names of 
the people in the photograph.

The Community News does not charge for time-
ly wedding, engagement and birth announce-
ments provided they are of reasonable length. 
Lengthy announcements will either be edited 
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With the Fourth of July bring-
ing a possible four-day weekend 
for lucky Texans, the Texas 
A&M Forest Service urges out-
door enthusiasts to exercise fire 
safety outdoors, especially when 
using fireworks or starting camp-
fires to roast hot dogs and toast 
marshmallows.

Approximately 90% of wild-
fires are caused by humans and 
their activities, and the Fourth 
of July is one of the top days for 
reported wildfires, according to 
the forest service.

Large wildfires generally are 
not expected, and none are prev-
alent currently, but north and 
northeast Texas has received little 
to no rainfall since early June. 
That reduces moisture content 
and increases the potential for 
wildfires to start.

“As we start to observe typical 
summer weather with conditions 
becoming hotter and drier, we 
anticipate wildfire activity to 
increase,” said forest service 
chief Wes Moorehead. “State and 
local firefighters are prepared 
to respond quickly, but we need 
Texans to be careful and prevent 
wildfire ignitions while condi-
tions are hot and dry.” 

Anyone considering using 
fireworks is urged to comply with 
any burn bans in place, follow 
the warning labels on fireworks, 
use only under close adult super-
vision and keep them away from 
structures, dry grass and brush.

Cornyn bill would 
increase security  
for judges

Legislation sponsored by 
U.S. Sen. John Cornyn would, if 
passed, establish a new resource 

center that would monitor threats 
to local judges and provide train-
ing for both judges and staff at 
state and local courts, The Dallas 
Morning News reported.

At a panel held recently at the 
University of North Texas law 
school, participating judges and 
prosecutors expressed support 
for the measure, which passed 
the Senate unanimously in mid-
June and awaits consideration in 
the House.

A consultant for the nonprofit 
National Center for State Courts 
said attacks and threats against 
members of the federal judicia-
ry increased 400% from 2015 
through 2021. In Texas, security 
incidents involving local judiciary 
have increased four-fold on aver-
age since fiscal year 2017, though 
the number dropped slightly last 
fiscal year.

“This isn’t partisan. It’s just 
common sense,” Cornyn said 
during a news conference after 
the roundtable discussion.

Top 10 state parks  
listed by TPWD

With summer in full swing, 
Texas’ 89 state parks are expect-
ing an influx of visitors. Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department 
recently released the top 10 parks 
in terms of visitors. The top 10 
in reverse order are, according to 
the Austin American-Statesman:

10. Ink Lakes State Park, 
Burnet County

9. Dinosaur Valley State Park, 
near Glen Rose in Somervell 
County

8. Brazos Bend State Park, 
Fort Bend County

7. Enchanted Rock State 
Natural Area, between 
Fredericksburg and Llano

6. McKinney Falls State Park, 
Travis County

5. Ray Roberts State Park Isle 
du Bois, Denton County

4. Cedar Hill State Park, 
Dallas County

3. Ray Roberts Lake State Park, 
Sanger Unit, Denton County

2. Palo Duro Canyon State 
Park, Armstrong County

And the top state park for visi-
tors: Garner State Park, located in 
Uvalde County, which hosted more 
than 475,000 visitors in 2023.

Paxton probe appears 
headed to grand jury

A federal appeals court 
appears to have cleared the way 
for officials in Texas Attorney 
General Ken Paxton’s office to 
testify before a grand jury probing 
alleged corruption, the Houston 
Chronicle reported.

While the case before the 
5th Circuit of Appeals remains 
under seal, last week the court 
last rejected an unnamed state 
agency’s attempt to stymie feder-
al investigators from calling top 
officials.

While the case is under seal, 
the Chronicle reported, “the dates 
and details line up with those in 
the years-long federal probe into 
allegations by Paxton’s former 
top deputies, who say the attor-
ney general took bribes to benefit 
Nate Paul, an Austin develop-
er who is a friend and donor 
of Paxton’s.”

The court said that the AG 
officials may have evidence of 
a potential crime, and that the 
Department of Justice can invoke 
the “crime-fraud exception” to get 
around potential attorney-client 
privileges.

Paxton did not respond to 
requests for comment.

Fewer students seek 
financial aid after 
FAFSA glitches

Nearly 30,000 fewer Texas 
students have filled out the 
federal form this year to apply 
for financial aid after a new 
rollout was beset with compli-
cations and delays, the Texas 
Tribune reported.

A revamped Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid has 
resulted in hurdles that have led 
to fewer high-school students 
seeking financial aid for college, 
with FAFSA completion rates for 
Texas students dropping by 8.8 

percentage points. That decline 
is sharper than what the state 
experienced during the COVID-
19 pandemic.

“These are by far the steepest 
declines that I have observed,” 
said Bill DeBaun, the senior 
director of data and strategic ini-
tiatives at the National College 
Attainment Network. “It’s going 
to take a really significant push 
this summer to continue to con-
nect students with the FAFSA 
completion support they need 
and keep them on track for the 
post-secondary pathways to 
which they aspire.”

The U.S. Education 
Department was ordered by 
Congress to revamp FAFSA in 
2020 to make it simpler to fill out, 
but the new form’s release came 
out three months late, cutting the 
time high school counselors had 
to help students with the form. 
Glitches were reported by many 
students attempting to complete 
the form, The Tribune reported.

Abbott appoints new 
PUC member

Gov. Greg Abbott has appoint-
ed Courtney Hjaltman to the 
Public Utility Commission of 
Texas, filling the final vacancy on 
that board. The PUC regulates 
the state’s utility industries — 
electric, water, wastewater, and 
telecommunications.

Hjaltman has been chief exec-
utive and public counsel for the 
Office of Public Utility Counsel 
since December 2022. She has 
worked in state service for more 
than 17 years.

“Courtney Hjaltman’s long-
time service to the State of 
Texas and extensive legal exper-
tise makes her the ideal choice 
to serve on the Public Utility 
Commission,” Abbott said.
Gary Borders is a veteran award-win-
ning Texas journalist. He published 
a number of community newspa-
pers in Texas during a 30-year 
span, including in Longview, Fort 
Stockton, Nacogdoches, Lufkin and 
Cedar Park. Email: gborders@tex-
aspress.com

Capital Highlights

Fire safety urged for July 4 weekend

Gary Borders
gborders@texaspress.com
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Commentaryy

“Ban Democrat Chairs!”’ has 
been the battle cry of the Dunn/
Wilks faction of the Republican 
Party of Texas for several House 
legislative sessions. This effort, 
closely aligned with the Speaker’s 
race, seems to now be gaining 
momentum. Past Texas House 
leadership has viewed this issue 
differently, in line with a rich 
history and deep tradition of 
professional and civil political 
decorum.

Texans have a long history 
of relative congeniality and civil-
ity when conducting legislative 
business. Unlike Washington, 
where lawmakers have not even 
been able to arrive at enough 
consensus to approve a federal 
budget since 2020, Austin law-
makers traditionally sit together, 
eat together and carry-on a sem-
blance of civil discourse, even 
when in complete disagreement. 
Civil discourse and friendship, 
even with intense disagreement, 
is vital for a well-functioning gov-
erning body. Ironically, Speaker 
candidate Tom Oliverson recent-
ly complimented a Democratic 

colleague saying, “I see a chair-
manship in your future.” 

Contrary to divisive rhetoric 
on news outlets and social media, 
the overwhelming majority of 
bills considered and passed, both 
in the federal and in our state 
government, are bipartisan. The 
actual work and progress occur 
near the ideological center, where 
most Texans and Americans 
reside. Extremism, on both sides, 
has exploded to the point that 
vocal fractions of the populace 
believe that one’s final destina-
tion, after briefly passing through 
this life, is dependent on wheth-
er you chose the Republican 
or Democrat Party. Are all 
Republicans (or Democrats) 
destined for Heaven and all 
Democrats (or Republicans) des-
tined for Hell? As crazy as this 
notion may appear to most ratio-
nal, reasonable citizens, this is 
the mindset and bubble created 
by the hate mongers that thrive 
on chaos and outrage for some 
sort of personal gratification and/
or financial gain.

Selecting a limited number of 
Committee chairmanships from 
the minority party has been a 
long tradition in Texas state gov-
ernment. After Reconstruction, 
there was a period of around one 
hundred years when there were 
very few Republicans in Texas. 
In 1973, Speaker Price Daniel 
gave Republican Chairmanships 
to a few subcommittees and 
in 1975, Speaker Billy Clayton 

gave Committee Chairmanships 
to some Republicans. The 
first Republican Speaker since 
Reconstruction, Tom Craddick, 
appointed between nine and 
fourteen Democrats as Chairs 
in each of his four sessions as 
speaker. This unique Texas tradi-
tion, which has kept our state out 
of political gridlock, has been in 
place for over fifty years.

Make no mistake, the 
Republican party is currently in 
control of both the Texas House 
and Senate. The last two legisla-
tive sessions have been the most 
conservative in Texas history. 
Every one of the 34 House com-
mittees has a Republican majority. 
Bills are assigned to committees 
by a Republican Speaker. The 
Calendars Committee, con-
trolled by a Republican Chair, 
determines which bills are to be 

placed on the House Calendar 
for a vote. The most powerful 
committees, such as State Affairs 
and Appropriations, are chaired 
by Republicans. Anyone claiming 
Democrats have control of the 
Texas House will not be able to 
name a single Republican priority 
bill killed because of a Democrat 
chair.

Representative Ryan Guillen, 
a long-time border Democrat 
and conservative, at the end of 
the 87th session switched par-
ties and became a Republican. 
This would never have happened 
without his involvement in lead-
ership and close interactions with 
Republicans.

In debate over banning 
Democrat chairs in the 87th 
House legislative session, 
Representative Briscoe Cain 

State Representative Update

The Unabomber Party? Texans Deserve Better

Dr. Glenn Rogers
glenn.rogers@house.texas.gov

Turn to TEXAS, page 10

PHOTO BY ANDREW PATRICK ON PEXELS

http://www.community-news.com/stories/fire-safety-urged-across-texas-for-the-fourth,85528
http://www.community-news.com/stories/the-unabomber-party-texans-deserve-better,85827
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Let’s Get Real!

The CommuniTy news

A decade back the people at 
Parker County Center of Hope - 
who were already doing a great job 
helping fight poverty in our area 
- came up with an idea to take the 
battle to another level.

They opened The Hope Chest, 
an onsite resale store. And not just 
any resale store, this one is upscale.

Why is upscale important? For 
one thing, a lack of money doesn’t 
mean people don’t want to look 
their best and enjoy nice things.

We’re not talking $20,000 
Rodeo Drive dresses and suits, 
just to be clear. This is simply nice 
clothing that financially challenged 
people might otherwise only be able 
to see on others and envy.

Then, too, is the need for nicer 
clothes to obtain employment. Let’s 
be honest, if we could afford Luis 
Vitton, Christian Dior, or Gucci, 
we’re probably not looking for a job.

Not that these are the kind of 
clothes they’ll be wearing after 
shopping at The Hope Chest, either, 
but the idea is they have the kind of 
clothes that can make an impres-
sion when you need to do some 
impressing. Talent should be the 
thing that ultimately gets you the 
job, but we all know it certainly 
doesn’t hurt when you’re able to 
dress the part.

In today’s society there aren’t too 
many moments like Will Smith had 
in “The Pursuit of Happyness.” For 
those who haven’t seen the movie, 

he gets an internship despite show-
ing up for the interview in ragged 
clothes wearing only an undershirt 
with paint in his hair and having 
spent the night in the jail for unpaid 
parking tickets (they came to his 
apartment and arrested him while 
he was painting).

The scene does feature a great 
line, however. When asked what he 
would think if someone were hired 
after showing up to an interview 
without a shirt, Smith’s character 
responded, “He must have had on 
some great pants.”

Those pants, by the way, can 
likely be found at The Hope Chest.

And while children aren’t on the 
job market, parents and guardians 
do want nice, quality clothes for 
their youngsters. Again, we’re not 
talking about looking like Richie 
Rich, but if a child can get that 
in-style pair of shoes or item it just 
gives them a boost of confidence.

Along with clothing, The Hope 
Chest has a plethora of other items 
to help make life more enjoyable 
despite a challenging budget. Life 
just seems better when you have a 
comfortable living area, and when 
you can get the things that make 
this possible for a fraction of their 
original cost, well, that just makes 
the feeling even better.

And, perhaps the greatest ben-
efit of The Hope Chest is that it 
gives people from all walks of life 
a chance to help others. If you’re 
donating or purchasing, it’s a circle 
of kindness that moves the organi-
zation forward in its battle against 
poverty.

“First and foremost, this is God’s 
store,” said Heidi Rodosta, The 
Hope Chest manager, emphasizing 
the store’s mission.

Remember, the two greatest 
commandments are love the Lord 
and love each other. Donating and 
buying from places such as The 
Hope Chest fulfill both of these 
commandments because, guess 
what, if you are loving others you 
are also showing a love for God, 
whether your realize that or not.

Over the past decade, the store 
has become a valuable resource to 
the community, providing much 
more than a place to shop. The 
store’s purpose is multifaceted: to 
help clothe those in need, to provide 
an internship to those needing work 
skills, and to provide funding for 
the Center’s operations. 

Since its inception, the Center of 
Hope notes that The Hope Chest has 
received donations from more than 
53,000 individuals, stocking the 
store with a wide variety of items. 
This outpouring of generosity has 
enabled the store to raise millions of 
dollars, which in turn has supported 
thousands of Parker County families 
struggling with poverty.

“This is not only a place where 
community shops and donates, but 
we are also helping families get 
back on their feet. The funding 
we receive can serve as a lifeline 
for those needing food or financial 
assistance, or even open pathways 
to education and career develop-
ment opportunities,” Rodosta said.

“When you understand the pur-
pose of the store, it makes coming 
to work that much more fulfilling.”

Saturday, June 22 was the official 
celebration of the 10-year milestone 
for The Hope Chest. It was also the 
first day of additional hours for the 
store.

From now on, the store will con-
tinue to operate during the week 
from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. And now you 

can stop in on Saturdays from 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.

So, drop in and find a cool bar-
gain. Everyone has that something 
we never thought we could afford 
but would love to have. There’s a 
good chance it might be at The 
Hope Chest.

Or if you have some clothing that 
just doesn’t fit anymore because you 
are now doing more of a differ-
ent kind of crunching on the sofa 
instead of in a gym, it will still fit 
someone.

Even if you’re just tired of look-
ing at something, be it a piece of 
clothing or a piece of furniture, 
believe me, it will be the most beau-
tiful thing on earth to someone else.

Many of you already know this. 
After all, the store wouldn’t still be 
in business, even surviving COVID, 

and doing so well if you weren’t 
helping out.

“The story of The Hope Chest 
serves as a testament to the power 
and compassion of the Parker 
County community. It is a shining 
example of how a shared vision and 
collective effort can create a lasting 
change for so many in our commu-
nity who are struggling,” Center of 
Hope CEO Staci Markwardt said. “I 
couldn’t be more thankful to each 
person who has shopped, donated, 
or volunteered.”

There are still plenty of opportu-
nities to do one, two, or all three of 
those things. Here’s to 10 more years 
times 10 and then some for Center 
of Hope and The Hope Chest.

The store is located at 1318 Clear 
Lake Road in Weatherford.

Look at it This Way

Dressing the part for fighting poverty

Rick Mauch
sports@community-news.com

The Hope Chest celebrates 10 years

CHRISTOPHER AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Heidi Rodosta manages The Hope Chest, the Center of Hope’s upscale 
resale store that has been helping the organization battle poverty in Parker 
County for a decade.

http://www.thecentertx.com
http://www.community-news.com/stories/dressing-the-part-for-fighting-poverty,85829
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Standards Link: Reading Cimprehension: Follow simple written directions.

How many stars can you �nd below?

BONUS:
How many stars can you �nd on this page?

Unscramble the words to discover the rights 
mentioned in the Declaration of Independence.

Can you �nd the letters L-I-B-E-R-T-Y hidden here?
Parade Puzzle

           n July 4, 1776, people living in  
 the American Colonies declared 
their independence. They wanted to be 
independent, or free, from the rules of 
King George III of England. They 
wanted to form their own country.
 
 They wrote a document to send  
         to King George. It was called the 
Declaration of Independence, signed 
on July 4, 1776. This famous document 
says that all people are created equal 
and with certain rights.

O

Standards Link: 
Language Arts: Vocabulary 

development.

Onomatopoeia 
describes words that 
sound like the sound 

they make when 
you say them. For 

example, when you 
say, “Pop!” it sounds 

a bit like a pop. 
Look through the 

newspaper. Can you 
find three to five 

examples of 
onomatopoeia?

Standards Link: Civics: Understand how a constitutional 
government has shaped America.

The Preamble to the U.S. Constitution starts 
with “We the People …” Find examples in 
the newspaper of people working together to 
improve something or accomplish a goal in 
your community.

We the People
Write about the best birthday 
you have had. What made it 
feel so special? Be sure to 
give at least five details.

My Best Birthday

Standards Link: Write descriptively using 
main idea and supporting details.

The noun independence 
comes from the adjective 

independent meaning not under 
the control or rule of another.

INDEPENDENCE

Try to use the word 
independence in a sentence 

today when talking with 
your friends and family.

America gained 
independence in 1776.

This week’s word:

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

One of the original signers of the Declaration of 
Independence visited Europe and fell in love with pasta. 
He brought back a machine to make macaroni and later, 

he became the first president to serve macaroni and cheese 
as part of an official state dinner. Which Founding Father 

was this? Circle every fourth letter to find out!

ANSWER: Because she can’t sit down.

Use this code to reveal some incredible 
Independence Day facts:

Sources: History.com, WalletHub.com

Number of hot dogs that are eaten 
by Americans on Independence Day:

million

Number of people who signed the 
Declaration of Independence: 

Percentage of Americans who 
own an American �ag:

%

Amount of money spent on 
watermelon for the July 4th holiday:

million$

Which two 
picnic pictures 
are the same?

MACARONI
ENGLAND
SIGNERS
PARADE
FATHER
CHEESE
GEORGE
PEOPLE
RULES
PASTA
EQUAL
WORDS
KING
FREE
LIFE
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Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

With hundreds of topics, every 
Kid Scoop  printable activity pack 
features six-to-seven pages of 
high-interest extra learning 
activities for home and 
school! Get your free 
sample today at:
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More events can be found at www.community-news.com/calendar

JULY 9

Dementia Support Group
Join the Dementia
Support Group from 4-5
p.m. on Tuesday, July 9
at Harvest of Aledo
1043 Bailey Ranch Rd.
We are honored and privi-
leged to care for those
affected by dementia. Even
more so, we value the 
effortsof the caregivers, 
especiallythe families of 
our residents.
This meeting will take
place on the second
Tuesday of every month.
For more information call
682-209-0643

JULY 11

Alzheimer’s Group
The East Parker County 
Alzheimer’s Group meets 
from 1-3 p.m. on the second 
Thursday of each month 
at Aledo United Methodist 
Church, 100 Pecan. Drive. 
For more information, call 
817-441-8329.

JULY 13

Parker County Peach 
Festival
Mark your calendar 
to come celebrate the 
39th Annual Parker 
County Peach Festival 
in #WeatherfordTX on 
Saturday, July 13, 2024!
Come enjoy and shop the 
more than 200 art/craft/ 
food & activity booths as 
well as the amazing shops, 
restaurants & boutiques 

in historic downtown 
Weatherford. The expand-
ed festival area makes it 
easy to spread out and 
enjoy the day!
Save the date for this 
“peachy” family fun-filled 
event!
$10.00 for adults
$5.00 children 5-12
Under 5 are free
For more information on
www.peachfestivaltx.com

JULY 14

After Peach Party
Join us for our 2nd annual 
After Peach Party from 11 

a.m. - 3 p.m. on Sunday, 
July 14 at the Historic 
Downtown Weatherford. 
Shop the local shops & 
vendors and enjoy some 
peachy treats & deals. 
Listen to live music! Enjoy 
great food & more!

AUGUST 3

Bearcat Nation 101
Attention, Bearcat Nation! 
Aledo ISD will be hosting 
its annual Bearcat Nation 
101, a free event that 
brings the Aledo communi-
ty from 9a.m. - 12 p.m. on 
Saturday, August 3, 2024, 
in the McAnally Middle 
School cafeteria at 14700 
Old Weatherford Road.

This fantastic opportunity 
is designed to help you 
build connections with 
your community by bring-
ing district administrators 
and employees across mul-
tiple departments as well 
as community partners 
together in one convenient 
place! Get plugged in to 
Bearcat Nation and find 

ways to help your child 
thrive by connecting with 
fellow Bearcats and learn 
more about our schools, 
programs and community 
resources. You’ll see first-
hand what being ALL IN is 
all about. 
Come out in style wearing 
your orange and black at 
this free event!

AUGUST 8

Alzheimer’s Group
The East Parker County 
Alzheimer’s Group meets 
from 1-3 p.m. on the second 
Thursday of each month 
at Aledo United Methodist 
Church, 100 Pecan. Drive. 
For more information, call 
817-441-8329.
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  “_  ___ Texas” by
      Jimmie Rogers
  5  ____smith drummer
      Joey Kramer has
      lived in Texas
  6  ABC affi liate in 
     San Antonio
  7  tall Italian volcano
  8  TXism: “never ____
      ________ in the
      glow of a neon light”
17  Greenville road in
      Dallas, e.g. (abbr.)
18  actor/comedian in
      Texas-based 1992
      “Sidekicks” (2 wds.)
21  TX Buddy Holly’s
      “That’ll __ the Day”
22  Astros & Rangers
      get three an inning
23  TXism: “too lazy 
      to ____  __ fl ies”
24  “______ Lake in
      Martin County
29  in Jasper County
      on U.S. 96
30  Texas-based insur.
      co. for the military
31  TX-born actress,
      Robin (init.)
32  a type of Texas
      tycoon (2 wds.)
34  TX Jordan Spieth
      won 2015 U.S. ____
35  dir. from Elgin to 
      Yoakum
36  some RVs
37  “It’s _  ___!” 
38  “gotta ____ with
      the punches”
39  fi x a mistake? 
      (3 wds.)
41  defamation

  1  TXism: “_____  _
      ___  ____ to rope
      him” (large man)
  2  cheerful and jolly
  3  easternmost city
  4  in Fisher County
      on highway 70
  9  TXism: “dainty as
      _  ____ bride”
10  TXism: “___  _ lick”
      (none)
11  TXism: “does a wet
      dog stink?”
12  this Tom was a
      Traveling Wilbury
      with TX Roy (init.)

42  OJ’s judge, Lance
43  TXism:”wipe the _____
      clean” (erase)  
44  this TX-born Alvin was
      a noted dancer
45  Mavericks rival, the
      Pelicans (abbr.)
46  TXism: “windy”
47  stomach issue caused
      by stress 
48  TXism: “she _______
      him like a hot horseshoe”

50  window
      shelves
51  TXism: “fi ts
      like scales __
      _ fi sh”
52  TXism: “___ it be”
53  TXism: “red ___”
      (liquor) 13  TXism: “she threw 

      a ______ fi t”
14  TXism for “I
      declare” (2 wds.)
15  UT was 2015 ____
      football champ
16  TXism: ___ half a
      mind to” (inclined)
19  “______, sage, 
      rosemary & thyme”
20  TX “______ Twins”
      sang on Lawrence
      Welk show
22  TX Larry McMurtry
      was able to ______
      many other authors
24  init. of Houston’s
      Olajuwon before he
      was Hakeem

25  TXism: “___ out”
      (left quickly)
26  Austin PBS station
27  upcoming series for
      TX William Jackson
      Harper: “_  ___  __
      Full” (Netfl ix)
28  “____  __ rest”
      (buried)
29  big farm buildings

30  “put __  __ shut up”
33  teacher labor union
34  instrument in the
      Dallas Symphony
35  TXism: “_____ as
      a judge in court”
37  branch of an artery
38  TXism: “_____ up”
      (very angry)
40  early Texas attacks:
      Indian _____
41  TXism: “walking
      dandruff”
44  Europe mountains
47  “night owl” (2 wds.)
49  in Young County
      on highway 79
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Churches 817-901-9455
5050 S Hwy 5

Aledo, TX

EVERYONE WELCOME
WWW.PCCOWBOYCHURCH.ORG

Sundays
Bible Study 8:30 AM
Service 10:00 AM

PARKER COUNTY COWBOY CHURCH
PCCC

Sunday Service 
10:00 AM

16250 Old Weatherford Road
Aledo, Texas

For current Mass Times visit our website at:
www.HolyRedeemerAledo.org

For more information contact the Parish Office at 817-441-3500aledoumc.org 

your church since 1878

@Oak and Pecan (817) 441 8329

WORSHIP WITH US AT

united methodist church
ALEDO

Sundays
Contemporary Service 9am

Traditional Service 11am
Online Worship - aledoumc.org

Wednesday Nights
Adult Bible Study 

ChildChildren’s JAM (K-5th)
Students @ the Quad
Vocal and Bell Choirs 

Life insurance 
can be life-
changing

Life won’t always go as 
planned. That’s why there’s 
life insurance. It can help you 
protect your family’s future, 
no matter what happens.  
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed 
in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company 
(Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL

2001574

Bobby J J Rigues, Agent
411 FM 1187 N
Aledo, TX  76008
Bus: 817-441-9966
www.bobbyrigues.com

I-20 ANIMAL HOSPITAL
817-341-3331817-341-3331

3713 Fort Worth Hwy  Between Exits 415 and 414 
Hudson Oaks, TX  76087

www.I-20animalhospital.com

OPEN 24 HOURSOPEN 24 HOURS
DAILYDAILY

GENERAL PET WELLNESS 
HEALTH CARE
• INTERNAL MEDICINE
• SURGERY 

General and Advanced
• RADIOLOGY 

Digital including dental
• LASER THERAPY
• Computed Tomography 
              (CT scan)-NEW!                         

• EMERGENCY & CRITICAL 
CARE

• COMPLETE IN-HOUSE 
LABORATORY

• DENTAL CARE 
General and Advanced

• ULTRASONOGRAPHY
• ONCOLOGY
• ENDOSCOPY 

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

MyserOrtho.com  •  817-441-8700  •  Aledo & Willow Park

https://www.community-news.com/calendar/
http://www.bobbyrigues.com
http://www.i-20animalhospital.com
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Classifieds

Business Cards

Vanity Tops                                           Tubs 
Whirlpool Tubs                         Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE
2927 Greenlee Park Trail

Weatherford, Texas 76088

  817-341-8970
Natural Granite  •  Solid Surface  •  Silestone

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
SERVICE AND REPAIR • LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

817-441-8633
• • NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS • •

817-443-9733
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR
LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor 

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100  
Aledo, TX 76008  
Bus. 817-441-4108 • Fax 800-656-0301 
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com 
www.edwardjones.com

Operated by a subsidary  
of NRT, LLC

KIMBERLY MEYER, 
ABR, CRS, GRI

REALTOR®

Cell (817) 929-0347
kimberly.meyer@cbdfw.com

5924 Convair Drive #420  
Fort Worth, TX 76109

www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer

Global Luxury Specialist

1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 817-504-7662817-504-7662
Call for availability · Boat & RV parking - $50Call for availability · Boat & RV parking - $50

10x10 $65 • 10x20 $95 • 10x30 $14010x10 $65 • 10x20 $95 • 10x30 $140

We have lots of room  
for your stuff!

1187 MINI STORAGE1187 MINI STORAGE

5 & 6 Inch Seamless Gutters • Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial • New & Repair

ROSS GUTTERS
In Business Since 1995

Office: 817-565-4658
Talk and text 817-771-9661

FREE SPLASH BLOCKS FOR A LIMITED TIME

• COMPOSITION SHINGLES
• WOOD SHINGLES
• NEW ROOFS • REROOFS
• REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 • mobile (817) 996-2726

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

Insurance Claims Handled

Free 

Estim
ates

Hearing
Care Center
4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702
Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre
Phone: 817.263.1971

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
CHAPPELL

Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

(817) 249-2028

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t

Ken Hartman, Proprietor

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry 
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

RACE AIR
Heating & Air Conditioning
47 Years Experience • Sales & Service

JASON SCOTT 817-269-6027
LICENSE #TACLB 63540E

JOB LISTINGS
SALES REPRESENTATIVE
2 years in B2B sales and or 
Retail Sales; Must be able 
to read a tape measure; 
Basic Math Skills; Able to 
read blueprints (will train); 
Excellent Customer Service 
Skill; Organizational Skills a 
must; Eye for design; Lighting 
experience a plus( but not 
necessary will train for the 
right candidate; Knowledge in 
the building industry a plus( 
but will train for the right can-
didate; Hourly rate of $16.00 
hr plus commissions; Email: 
dana@texas-lighting.com or 
catherine@thegalleryoflights.
com

WAREHOUSE WORKER/
DELIVERY
Must be able to drive a 
front loader; Organizational 
skills, Scheduling Deliveries, 
Receiving, Maintaining 

warehouse, counting inven-
tory, basic janitorial duties, 
Handyman skills a plus, Basic 
hand tool and power tool use, 
Basic problem solving skills, 
Basic math skills, $16.00 
an hour - Monday - Friday 
7:30-4:30. Email: cody@tex-
as-lighting.com or catherine@
thegalleryoflights.com

Executive Driver Needed- 
Part Time

To perform professional 
driver duties and delivery 
in a timely and professional 
manner. We have multiple 
part-time and full-time shifts 
available and hours are flexi-
ble. Previous delivery experi-
ence is not required. The ideal 
candidate is described as an 
individual who takes pride 
in their driving and is dedi-
cated to providing superior 
customer service. Contact  
(Lsummers909@gmail.com)

Last Puzzle
 Solution

S-1693

      T F O R
      A E R O
      K S A T
      E T N A
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      B E  O U T S  S W A T A T
 A L K A L I  B U N A  U S A A  R W
 O I L M A G N A T E  O P E N  S S E
  T R A I L E R S  A B O Y  R O L L
   U N D O A N E R R O R  L I B E L
    I T O  S L A T E  A I L E Y
    N O P   L I E  U L C E R
          D R O P P E D
          S I L L S
           O N A
           L E T
           E Y E      

SERVICES
BALLOON DECORATIONS 
for any Event: Weddings, 
Corporate, Baby Showers, 
Grand Openings, Birthdays, 
Anniversaries, Quinceaneras. 
CALL Sally 817-484-8353

PAINTING: Let my 50 years 
experience work for you. We 
do interior and exterior res-
idential and custom home 
painting. Bobby McWilliams 
817-821-6377

TexSCAN Week of 
July 7-13, 2024

AUCTION
Auto Shop Auction - Coleman & Patterson 
Auctioneers will sell Adonis Mechanic Shop assets 
online, colemanandpatterson.com. Bidding opens July 
12th, closes July 17th. Preview July 16th. Loadout: 
1908 110th St, Grand Prairie, TX.

CHARITY
Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support 
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car 
Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today!

CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE
Switch and save up to $250/year on your talk, text and 
data. No contract and no hidden fees. Unlimited talk 
and text with flexible data plans. Premium nationwide 
coverage. 100% U.S. based customer service. For more 
information, call 855-493-3803.

ENERGY
Backup power – peace of mind. Get a standard 
warranty of 7 years, $849 value. Call 888-925-0261, 
Briggs & Stratton Energy Solutions.

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time, 
waving ALL installation costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. (Offer 
ends 8/25/24.) Call 1-855-965-0841.

EVENT
The Great Texas Mosquito Festival – July 25-27, 
Clute Municipal Park, Clute, TX. Live music, carnival, 
tournaments, mosquito chase 5K, petting zoo, vendors, 
BBQ cook off and more, mosquitofestival.com.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE
Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts. Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free informational package 
and learn how to get rid of your timeshare! Free 
consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. Call 
855-501-6864.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

OIL & GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

WATER DAMAGE
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  
A small amount of water can lead to major damage 
in your home. Our trusted professionals do complete 
repairs to protect your family and your home’s value! 
Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027. Have zip code of service 
location ready when you call!  

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
200 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

Notice of Public Sale

Notice of Public Sale RecNation RV and Boat Storage unit contents 
are being sold to satisfy a landlord’s lien. Sale to be held at www.
storagetreasures. com from 6/28/2024 12pm to 7/13/2024 12pm. 
Clean up deposit is required. Seller reserves the right to withdraw 
the property at any time before sale. Unit items sold to highest 
bidder. All spaces contain household items unless otherwise noted. 
TXDFW10 - 6200 E Interstate I-20, Aledo, TX, 76008: Holly Geissel 
- RV - Ohio LP: GAU3086 VIN: 1GBKP37N8N3300029; Val Brown

Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 855-704-8579  
to schedule your free quote!

PORTABLE OXYGEN 
FOR YOUR ON-THE-GO 
LIFESTYLE

CLAIM YOUR

RISK-FREE
TRIAL1

14-DAY

Call us toll-free at

1-866-747-9983
114-day risk-free trial- Return within 30 days of purchase 
for a full refund of purchase price.

PM230469 EN_EX_USA | Rx Only. © 2023 Inogen, Inc. 
301 Coromar Drive, Goleta, CA 93117
Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is 
strictly forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen, Inc. All other trademarks 
are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.

CALL NOW

855.965.0841

YOUR BATHROOM.  YOUR WAY. 
IN AS LITTLE AS 

ONE DAY

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs
Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 
and vary by dealer. Expires 8/25/2024.

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

Advertise Local 
Advertise BIG!

PRINT • ONLINE 
E-VERSION • EMAIL NEWSLETTER

The CommuniTy news

817-441-7661 
1015 Champions Drive • Aledo

www.community-news.com

Leave  Leave  
your  your  
card!card!

For info about advertising on the  
Business Card Page, call 817-441-7661.

P.O. Box 1031, Aledo, TX • 817-441-7661 
www.community-news.com

The 
CommuniTy news

http://www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer
http://www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
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Serving your business & personal 
needs with proactive planning so 
you’re Ready for Tomorrow! 

matt.morris@hubinternational.com | 817-675-1316
MATT MORRIS | Area President

Securities offered through LPL Financial, member FINRA/SIPC.  Investment advisory services offered through Global 
Retirement Partners, LLC (GRP), a registered investment advisor.  Insurance services offered through HUB International.  
GRP, HUB International and HUB Retirement and Wealth Management are separate entities from and not affiliated with 
LPL Financial. HUB Retirement and Wealth Management is the approved name under which LPL Financial business is conducted. 

Aledo Class of ‘98

Employee Benefits  |  Property & Casualty  |  Personal Lines  |  Retirement & Wealth Solutions

Serving your business & personal 
needs with proactive planning so 
you’re Ready for Tomorrow! 

matt.morris@hubinternational.com | 817-675-1316
MATT MORRIS | Area President

Securities offered through LPL Financial, member FINRA/SIPC.  Investment advisory services offered through Global 
Retirement Partners, LLC (GRP), a registered investment advisor.  Insurance services offered through HUB International.  
GRP, HUB International and HUB Retirement and Wealth Management are separate entities from and not affiliated with 
LPL Financial. HUB Retirement and Wealth Management is the approved name under which LPL Financial business is conducted. 

Aledo Class of ‘98

Employee Benefits  |  Property & Casualty  |  Personal Lines  |  Retirement & Wealth Solutions

CLEAR FORK MATERIALS

800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD
ALEDO, TEXAS

HOURS: M-F 8-5 •SAT 8-2 WWW.CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM

“Are you growing with us?”
Residential & Commercial

817-441-7777

• Topsoils & Custom 
Soil Blends

• Compost & Mulches
• Rock & Sand Products

Serving North Texas 
since l986

Pick up or Delivery Available

HIGH SPEED INTERNET
SPEEDING IS ENCOURAGED 
CALL CIRRA NETWORKS TODAY

(817) 259-1100  |  www.cirranet.netWhite’s 
Funeral Home
130 Houston Ave. • Weatherford 

817-596-4811
www.whitesfuneral.com

Our family
serving 

your family
since 1908.

SWIMMING

Wild finds gold at Flower Mound

TRACK AND FIELD

TCU’s Morris competes in Olympic Trials
By Geoff Heppes
Aledo Community News

Recent TCU graduate and track 
phenom Gracie Morris compet-
ed in the U.S. Olympic Trials at 
Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon, 
Thursday evening, June 27 in the 
1,500-meter run. 

The Aledo native competed 
against the top female long-dis-
tance runners in the nation, which 
is something she will cherish.

“Competing at the trials was 
truly a dream come true,” Morris 
said. “I’ve been saying since I first 
started track that I wanted to make 
an Olympic team, and this was a 
major step forward to accomplish-
ing that. Stepping on the line with 
those ladies and actually being able 
to be in the race showed me I 
belong there and that, with time 
and patience, my time will come.”

Morris was not able to qualify 
for the Olympic Games this year, 
but that didn’t stop her from post-
ing a blazing time of 4:18.32 in her 
best event on the track. The race 
was competitive from top to bot-
tom as first and last place (38th) 
were separated by only 13 seconds.

“Although I wanted more at this 
meet, I’m still extremely grateful 
that I was able to get into the 
meet,” Morris said. “Being accepted 
into this meet was a huge accom-
plishment for me this year because 
I had to run a standard and get into 
the top 36 of the United States, 
which I was able to do at the quali-
fying meet in Portland a few weeks 
ago with a time of 4:08.94.”

Moving forward, Morris is 
armed with confidence and eager 
to continue perfecting her craft 
one step at a time while both con-
tinuing to increase recognition for 
long-distance runners coupled with 
her own rigorous self improvement 
disciplines.

“This meet definitely showed 
me that maturity plays a huge part 
into distance running and with 
time I’ll become stronger,” Morris 
said. “But, also being able to get 
into the atmosphere has made it a 
lot less intimidating for next time. 
I’m planning on transitioning to 
professional running this sum-
mer. No major decisions have been 
made yet but the plan is to run 
through the rest of the summer if 
my body is still feeling up to it.”

PHOTO COURTESY USA TRACK AND FIELD 

Former Aledo Ladycat and TCU runner Gracie Morris competed in the U.S. Olympic Trials on June 27 in Eugene, Oregon.

By Rick Mauch
The Community News

The Weatherford Wild compet-
ed in their second meet of the 2024 
Texas Amateur Athletic Federation 
summer season in Flower Mound 
recently. The team brought home 
24 gold medals (13 females, 11 
males), along with 15 silver (8 
females, 7 males) and eight bronze 
(5 females, 3 males).

Leading all performers with 
three medals each were Mackenzie 
Oligschlaeger (Girls 13-14), 
Brooklelyn Nowakowski (Women 
18-24) and Harrison Gentry (Boys 
9-10). Winning two gold medals 
were Chloe Brumfield (Girls 9-10), 
Blair Mezger (Girls 11-12), Corbin 

Lane (Boys 13-14) and Kody 
Burlison (Boys 13-14).

Flower Mound  
Swim Meet
Weatherford Wild results
Distances in yards
Mixed 
15-17 200 Medley Relay: 2. Zach 

Edwards, Hali Hughes, Kade 
Burlison, Kayley Brekel, 2:14.90.

Girls/Women
8-Under 50 Freestyle: 3. Miriam 

Tumulty, 51.88.

8-Under 25 Breaststroke: 5. 
Tumulty, 32.48.

9-10 50 Freestyle: 2. Andi Bursey, 
41.58; 5. Reagan Richey, 46.23.

9-10 25 Backstroke: 1. Chloe 
Brumfield, 21.07.

9-10 25 Breaststroke: 2. Brumfield, 
23.65.

9-10 25 Butterfly: 3. Richey, 24.12.

9-10 25 Freestyle: 1. Brumfield, 
17.91; 4. Bursey, 18.45.

11-12 50 Butterfly: 1. Charlotte 
Borme, 35.84; 4. Savannah 
Israel, 44.20; 5. Jordyn Butler, 
57.73.

11-12 50 Backstroke: 1. Blair 
Mezger, 36.20.

11-12 100 Freestyle: 2. Madison 
Balaban, 1:18.17; 4. Karmyn 
Chaires, 1:24.78.

11-12 50 Breaststroke: 3. Mezger, 

GEOFF HEPPES/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Weatherford Wild swimmers dive into the water during competition at a 
recent meet. The Wild is enjoying a strong summer, which includes winning 
24 gold medals in a recent meet at Flower Mound. Turn to SWIMMING, page 10

http://www.clearforkmaterials.com
http://www.whitesfuneral.com
http://www.community-news.com/stories/wild-finds-gold-at-flower-mound,85826?
http://www.community-news.com/stories/tcus-gracie-morris-competes-in-the-1500-meter-run-at-the-olympic-trials,85825
http://www.community-news.com/stories/wild-finds-gold-at-flower-mound,85826?
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spoke against the bill after asserting his 
long-standing conservative voting record. 
He stated, “I cannot vote for this amend-
ment, not because I support the values 
of the Democratic Party, not because 
I disagree with the concept found in 
this amendment. I cannot support this 
amendment because the amendment 
takes us one step closer to looking like 
Washington, D.C. This chamber exists so 
that we may deliberate ideas, work the 
process, and work hard to pass and kill 
bills on behalf of our constituents. We 
don’t need to have Republican-only chairs 
to do that. We never have in the past; we 
don’t need them now.” 

Radical, fringe elements of the 
Republican party, financed primarily by 
Tim Dunn and Farris Wilks, have stra-
tegically used the Democrat chair issue 
to sow chaos and division by opposing 
a tradition that has served Texans well. 
Their puppeteers, such as Matt Rinaldi, 
Michael Quinn Sullivan, Luke Macias, 
and Jonathan Stickland, have long railed 
against what they call the “Uniparty” 
in Texas. Newly selected Party Chair 
Abraham George is continuing the effort.

There is no Uniparty in Texas. However, 
the Unabomber Party the Dunn/Wilks 
faction seeks to create, if unchecked, will 
lead to the demise of Republican control 
and result in a Democrat-controlled Blue 
state. If enacted, the ban will make our 
state legislature more dysfunctional (like 
Washington, DC) and result in long term 
negative consequences for true conser-
vative governance in Texas. We need the 
Republican Party to thrive, not implode 
in on itself. Citizens are weary of ineffec-
tive, hyper partisan government. Banning 
Democrat Chairs is simply another dirty 
political power play for Dunn/Wilks con-
trol and domination of the Texas House, 
getting in line with the Texas Senate. 

For the good of Texas, this must be 
vigorously opposed.

Ginger Adams
O: 682-888-0601
C: 817-888-0178

gadams@tworld.com
www.tworld.com/weatherford

Check out our businesses  
for sale at tworld.com

913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747

Our newest additional location
Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

James R. Plowman - jamesplowman@gpfcnet.com

Misty Engel – mistyengel@gpfcnet.com

Norma Plowman – normaplowman@gpfcnet.com

913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747

Our newest additional location
Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087
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James R. Plowman - jamesplowman@gpfcnet.com

Misty Engel – mistyengel@gpfcnet.com

Norma Plowman – normaplowman@gpfcnet.com

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747

Our newest additional location
Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

James R. Plowman - jamesplowman@gpfcnet.com

Misty Engel – mistyengel@gpfcnet.com

Norma Plowman – normaplowman@gpfcnet.com

Our newest additional location  
Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

www.galbreaithpickard.com

Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry
Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C. 
Michael Ball, D.D.S., P.L.L.C.

Diplomate of American Board of Pediatric Dentistry
Fellow of American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101
Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087

Ofc: 817-441-2425
Fax: 817-441-2491

www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com

41.78.

11-12 50 Freestyle: 1. Mezger, 
30.49; 2. Borme, 30.52; 5. 
Balaban, 34.73.

13-14 200 Medley Relay: 2. 
Avery Meek, Mackenzie 
Oligschlaeger, Emma Circelli, 
Campbell Hord, 2:25.87.

13-14 100 Freestyle: 1. 
Oligschlaeger, 1:01.94; 4. 
Lynleigh Bruno, 1:12.10.

13-14 50 Breaststroke: 2. Meek, 
40.11; 4. Circelli, 43.82; 5. 
Sydney Vidal, 44.98.

13-14 50 Backstroke: 1. Meek, 
36.57; 2. Bruno, 37.46.

13-14 50 Butterfly: 1. 
Oligschlaeger, 30.91; 4. 
Elizabeth Walter, 39.87.

13-14 50 Freestyle: 1. 
Oligschlaeger, 27.89; 4. Meek, 
31.05.

15-17 50 Freestyle: 3. Brekel, 
30.22.

15-17 100 Freestyle: 2. Karla 
Rodriguez, 1:06.64; 5. 
Hughes, 1:10.46.

15-17 50 Breaststroke: 1. 
Kristen Thomas, 33.47; 3. 
Hughes, 39.48.

15-17 50 Butterfly: 4. Brekel, 
35.59; 5. Rodriguez, 36.13.

18-24 50 Backstroke: 1. 
Brookelyn Nowakowski, 
33.07.

18-24 50 Breaststroke: 1. 
Nowakowski, 38.82.

18-24 50 Freestyle: 1. 
Nowakowski, 30.23.

Boys/Men 
6-Under 25 Freestyle: 2. Frankie 

Galvan, 29.69.

6-Under 25 Backstroke: 1. 
Galvan, 28.67.

9-10 50 Freestyle: 2. Samuel 

Balaban, 40.09; 5. Max 
Borme, 42.16.

9-10 25 Backstroke: 4. 
Balaban, 22.72; 5. Vincent 
Circelli, 22.93.

9-10 25 Breaststroke: 1. 
Harrison Gentry, 21.54; 2. 
Borme, 23.90; 3. Circelli, 
25.39; 5. Nicholas Enriquez, 
28.47.

9-10 25 Butterfly: 1. Gentry, 
19.13.

9-10 25 Freestyle: 1. Gentry, 
16.76.

11-12 100 Freestyle: 1. Bowen 
Judd, 1:07.03.

11-12 50 Backstroke: 1. Judd, 
34.76.

13-14 200 Medley Relay: 1. 
Corbin Lane, Kody Burlison, 
Max Gentry, Rafe Haugen, 
2:17.81.

13-14 100 Freestyle: 4. Jaxon 
Edwards, 1:17.56; 5. Kyah 
Williamson, 1:19.76.

13-14 50 Backstroke: 1. Lane, 
33.63; 3. Haugen, 36.39; 4. 
Ethan Kilbourne, 37.57.

13-14 50 Breaststroke: 1. 
Burlison, 38.26; 2. Haugen, 
38.54; 4. Lane, 39.50.

13-14 50 Butterfly: 1. Samuel 
Warden, 31.64.

13-14 50 Freestyle: 2. Kilbourne, 
28.73; 3. Haugen, 29.30; 3. 
Lane, 29.30.

15-17 100 Freestyle: 5. Michael 
Spillers, 58.93.

15-17 50 Backstroke: 5. Judah 
Balaban, 44.70.

15-17 50 Breaststroke: 1. 
Spillers, 33.91; 2. Zach 
Edwards, 36.80.

15-17 50 Butterfly: 2. Kade 
Burlison, 30.56.

25-39 100 Freestyle: 1. Matt 
Williams, 1:03.12.

SWIMMING
from page 9

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Shirley Sylvis and Joyce Bishop won gold medals in intermediate pick-
leball competition at the Fort Worth Chas Haws Recreation Center June 
14. The athletes play at various Parker County locations and consider 
the gym at The Church at the Crossing in Aledo to be their home court.

A Big Dill
Pickleball Awards

TEXAS
from page 4

Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 855-704-8579  
to schedule your free quote!

http://www.tworld.com/weatherford
http://www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com
http://www.community-news.com/stories/wild-finds-gold-at-flower-mound,85826?
https://www.community-news.com/stories/pickleball-awards,85828
http://www.community-news.com/stories/the-unabomber-party-texans-deserve-better,85827

