
By Jim Zimmermann
The Community News

The Annetta City Council meet-
ing on Thursday, May 16 was a 
bit somber with the resignation of 
long-time member Bruce Pinckard. 
He had severed the City of Annetta 
for 19 years.

From 2005-2010 Pinckard 
served as a member of the city 
council. From 2010-2021 he was 
mayor, and then he returned to the 
city council from 2021-2024.

There was nothing but positive 
admiration shared by council mem-
bers and individuals in attendance.

“Over his 19 years of public ser-
vice, he helped guide the Town of 

Annetta with hard work and put-
ting the town first with no hidden 
agendas,” said current Mayor Sandy 
Roberts.

Council member Kent Stacey 
said about Pickard’s dedication, 
“His legacy will be that he had a 
vision of what the Town of Annetta 
could grow into, and he kept on that 
path, always putting the town as the 
number 1 priority.”

The city council, along with the 
master gardeners, planted a live oak 
tree in front of city hall in honor of 
Pinckard’s service and dedication.

The town is accepting applica-
tions for anyone who is interested in 

Disc Golf  Growing in popularity, page 12
M a y  2 4 ,  2 0 2 4  · w w w . c o m m u n i t y - n e w s . c o m  · 7 5  c e n t s

The CommuniTy news
Serving Aledo · the Annettas · Hudson Oaks · Willow Park, Texas

14 LOCATIONS PLUS 2 ATM
LOCATIONS ACROSS TEXAS

!

Banking That 
Builds Communities.

GET MORE OUT 
OF BANKING BY 
FOLLOWING US

ON SOCIAL

go2fbt.com

ANNETTA

Long-time Council Member Bruce Pinckard resigns
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Sutton Jennings gets a hug from teacher Lindsay Richardson during the 
Vandagriff Elementary School Kindergarten Graduation on May 16. Check 
our upcoming Graduation section for more photos.

Little Grad

WILLOW PARK

Residents address council with construction complaints
Kings Gate  
Park programming  
discussed
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

A group of residents from the 
Crown Road area addressed the 
Willow Park City Council with 
complaints related to the construc-
tion around them at its Tuesday, 
May 14, meeting,

The project is part of the city’s 
street and drainage improvement 
plan. However, several of the 
residents are unhappy with the 
changes and voiced their concerns 
on topics ranging from the growth 

of weeds in the bar ditches next to 
their yards to smaller driveways to 
speeders.

As evidence the council was 
listening, at the end of the eve-
ning’s meeting Mayor Pro Tem 
Lea Young asked that the subject 
be put on an upcoming agenda in 
the near future. She suggested fur-
ther discussions with departments 
such as engineering, police, and 
communications.

“It’s probably going to take 
four or five staff members to cover 
these,” she said.

Prior to that, however, 16 
residents in the area took the 
opportunity to speak during the 

public comments section at the 
beginning of the meeting.

“I used to enjoy mowing my 
yard. Now it makes me mad,” said 
John Lightman.

“I’m 84 years old and I’m not 
gonna weed eat my bar ditch,” said 
Ned Hannah.

Teresa Palmer, who organized 
the group who addressed the 
council, complained of now hav-
ing a slimmer driveway.

“Our ambulances and police 
can’t get into our driveway,” she 
said.

City Manager Bryan Grimes, 
while not able to address the 
citizens during the comments 
section per council rules, told 

The Community News after the 
meeting, “We’ve absolutely com-
municated and improved that 
area.”

Grimes noted the difference in 
driveways might be connected to 
the new bar ditches. He explained 
that before, when a driveway had 
solid ground next to it, vehicles 
could easily pull in because there 
was no ditch for their wheels to 
fall into as opposed to now.

“We built them back to 12 foot 
driveways or better, depends on 
what they had before,” he said, 
adding that even if a driveway 
wasn’t 12 feet before the work, it 
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ALEDO ISD

New AHS/
Daniel 
principal 
named

Buc built a dynasty  
instead of buildings

Inducted into the 
Texas High School 
Football Hall of 
Fame
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

Had Tim Buchanan followed 
his original dream, some folks 
might be working and/or living in 
some buildings he designed.

Instead, he became a football 
coach and built the most success-
ful football program in the state 
of Texas.

Buchanan, or Buc as those who 
know him call him, noted that 
when he first arrived in college 
his goal was to be an architect and 
to play college football. However, 
upon learning his playing days 
were over, it was suggested he 
become a football coach.

Buc responded that coaches 
don’t make much money, to which 
he was told, “the good coaches 

make a heck of a lot more than a 
bad architect.”

That comment drew a laugh 
from the crowd at the Texas Sports 
Hall of Fame as Buc was onstage 

delivering his acceptance speech 
as one of te 2024 inductees into 
the Texas High School Football 
Hall of Fame.

RYAN WADE/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Bruce Pinckard is shown during a 2023 Annetta council meeting.Turn to ANNETTA, page 2

STEVE SLATE

Former Aledo Bearcats football coach Tim Buchanan addresses the 
crowd during his induction into the Texas High School Football Hall of 
Fame on Saturday, May 18 in Waco.
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Michael Martinak 
has spent career at 
Hurst-Euless- 
Bedford ISD
By Mercedes Mayer
Aledo ISD

Aledo ISD has named Michael 
Martinak as principal at Aledo 
High School-
Daniel Ninth 
Grade Campus 
beginning with 
the 2024-2025 
school year.

Martinak 
has spent his 
entire educa-
tional career 
- the last 22 
years - in the 
Hurst-Euless-Bedford ISD, most 
recently as the principal of Euless 
Trinity High School.

Martinak spent eight years as 
the principal of Bedford Junior 
High. He also served as an assistant 
principal at Harwood Junior High, 

Michael Martinak

Turn to AHS, page 3
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the Place 3 position that is now 
absent.

Other action
The meeting included the 

administering of the oaths of office 
to council members Shane Mudge 
for Place 1, Danny Coffman in Place 
2, and Place 4 member Jim Causey 
for another term on the council.

Also, addendums to the interlo-
cal agreement with Parker County 
and authorizing expenditures for 
chip sealing on Lakeview Drive, 
Rim Rock Road, Crosswind Court, 
Windrush Court Rock Court, and 
Hollow Drive were approved.

The next meeting will be June 
21 at 7 p.m.

was actually now widened to that 
as a minimum standard.

“The question is how do you 
keep the integrity of the drainage 
and still allow accessibility?”

Grimes also said concerning the 
weeds that the city has added those 
areas to their mowing contract. 
However, he could not tell those who 
addressed the council because each 
speaker is allowed three minutes and 
he, the council and mayor are not 
allowed to interact with them.

Grimes stressed that while 
the city paid for the construction 
and drainage work, some of the 
complaints, such as damage to 
mailboxes, etc. falls onto the con-
tractors as “punch list” items. He 
said that the parts of the project 
that failed to meet the city’s stan-
dards are being reworked at the 
cost of the contractor.

As for the alleged speeding in 
the area, Ruth Taylor, one of the 
residents, told the council, “If I’d 
had a choice I would have chosen 
not to turn it into the Indy 500.”

Concerning the speed-
ing complaints, Willow Park 
Communications Director Rose 
Hoffman said it is likely a case of 
that area being a thoroughfare in 
and out of the city that is now a 
much smoother road on which to 
travel. Simply put, less potholes 
mean cars can go faster.

“It will certainly be a more desir-
able road for motorists,” she said. 
“If I had a choice between driving 
down pot hole alley and a nicely 
done concrete road, I’m gonna take 
the concrete every time.”

Not all who addressed the coun-
cil did so angrily. Several were, in 
fact, downright friendly and even 
complimentary.

“The road on Sam Bass is awe-
some. My driveway is awesome. 
The ditch is unacceptable,” said 
Clifford Voorhees.

“I apologize I didn’t bring any 
plants for you guys,” said Ray 
Ramos, referencing an earlier 
speaker who brought some weeds 
she bagged up and plunked in the 
middle of the council chamber.

He did, however, state that he 
now has a “significantly narrower 
driveway.”

Brad McCurley even extend-
ed a special invitation to the city 
leaders.

“We’re thankful for how you 
serve. If you ever need a pool to 
come swim at, come on over,” he 
said, adding. “We’re just asking the 
city if they’ll put back what we had 
previously.”

Concerning the lack of com-
munication, James Smith offered a 
contradiction to some of the other 
complaints, saying, “Gretchen 
(Vasquez, city engineer) has been 
awesome. I call Gretchen, she 
returns my calls.”

Some others made note that 
Vasquez has visited the area and 
spoken with them.

Kings Gate  
Park programming

At the meeting the council 
approved hiring Dorothy Witneyer 
of Westwood Professional Services 
to program improvements to Kings 
Gate Park.

Kings Gate Park was conveyed 
from the Wilks Development to the 

City of Willow Park in December 
2023. This 30-acre park is largest 
in the city and hosts a playground, 
concrete walking trail, and parking 
lot.

Cost for the programming is 
$32,400. These funds are currently 
available within the parks budget 
for professional services. 

“We need a plan in place,” 
Assistant City Manager Bill 
Funderburk told the council. 

There has been much discussion 
about desired improvements to the 
popular park, including restrooms, 
additional parking, more play-
ground equipment, and sporting 
areas. Also the Weatherford 
Mountain Bike Club is beginning 
construction of the first vision of 
the Willow Park Trail System this 
month with The Trinity Track, 
which will also include a beginner 
skills area in the future. 

Before improvements are cho-
sen, city officials decided it best to 
formally program the park, rather 
than choose random projects and 
placement. The goal of program-
ming is to bring more people to the 
park and can include:
•  Diversifying user profiles.
•  Enhancing park experiences.
•  Promoting affiliation and 

engagement.
•  Encouraging users to interact.
•  Changing the ways a park is 

perceived.
•  Encouraging future visits.

Witmeyer designed and exe-
cuted the Cross Timbers Park 
playground and restroom, which 
opened in April 2021. Since then, 
it has been populated by the com-
munity’s families on a daily basis.

“That park is heavily used,” 
Funderburk said.

Young also noted another bene-
fit from Tuesday’s approval.

“This allows us to apply for 
grants if it’s in the master plan,” 
she said.

Election certification
The council certified the recent 

re-election of incumbents Greg 
Runnebaum (Place 3), Young 
(Place 4) and Nathan Crummel 
(Place 5). All ran uncontested races.

Young was once again appoint-
ed mayor pro team Tuesday. Also, 
Crummel was re-appointed as 
alternate mayor pro tem.

Mayor pro tem  
appointed

Young was once again appoint-
ed mayor pro team Tuesday. Also, 
Crummel was re-appointed as 
alternate mayor pro tem.

Remembering former 
mayor

City leaders took a moment 
to remember and honor for-
mer Willow Park Mayor Marvin 
Glasgow, who passed away on May 
6 at age 83. He served the city as 
chair for the planning and zoning 
committee before becoming mayor 
for two terms.

“Marvin was a great supporter 
of this city,” current Willow Park 
Mayor Doyle Moss said.

“He tried to be progressive 
when it wasn’t cool to be progres-
sive,” Grimes added.

A memorial service for Glasgow 
was held May 18 at Cross Timbers 
Baptist Church in Willow Park, fol-
lowed by a celebration of life in the 
fellowship hall.
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WEATHERFORD ISD

Board hears more info on budget
Approves grant 
funding for radios 
By Melissa Winn
The Community News 

The Weatherford Independent 
School District received more clar-
ity on the budget, and while the 
news could be better it certainly 
is less bleak than what some other 
districts are facing.  

At its regular monthly meeting 
May 13, trustees learned that due 
to the district’s lower average daily 
attendance rate and a slight drop 
in enrollment of about 50 students, 
the 2024-25 projected budget will 
need to use approximately $5.2 
million in fund balance to keep up 
with expenditures.  

Lori Boswell, Assistant 
Superintendent of Business and 
Operations, explained that esti-
mated revenue is projected to be 
approximately $94 million – an 
increase of about $1.1 million 
from 2023-24 – and that expenses 
should be about $96.9 million.  

“It’s a little early for concrete 
numbers on the expense side but 
this is a pretty good estimate,” she 
said, adding that there really aren’t 
many changes expected between 
now and when the budget is voted 
on in August. “Payroll, as it always 
is, is the biggest expenditure but 
we’ve been strategizing as a team to 
not cut positions, but absorb them 
when we could.” 

Where possible, department 
budgets were reduced by about 
10 percent, Boswell said, but it 
wasn’t an across-the-board cut. 
Technology, as an example, was 
not cut because too many items run 
on cycles that affect the district as 
a whole.  

The next steps in the budget 
process are for Boswell and her 
team to finalize proposed revenues 
and expenditures and have another 
board work session in June before 
adoption in August.   

Radio purchase
Also at the meeting, the board 

approved the purchase of 150 
handheld and 60 bus two-way 
radios, along with the infrastruc-
ture to support it, from American 
Communications at a cost of 
$271,113.  

The money for the purchase 
will come from the SAFE Grant 
Cycle 2 that was awarded by the 
88th Texas Legislative Session to 
help schools meet adopted safety 
standards. WISD’s grant allocation 
was around $279,000, of which 
$7,866 will be sent to repair and 

upgrade exterior doors and the 
remainder of the funds will be used 
for the radios.  

WISD is working with the 
City of Weatherford and the 
Weatherford Police Department to 
combine radio systems with the 
district to quickly get information 
to decision-makers in a crisis sit-
uation. James Saint, Director of 
Safety and Security, said the cost 
for that is about $6,000 and that 
any excess money needed beyond 
the grant will be paid for by the 
Safety and Security budget.  

“This stops the use of sever-
al methods of communication in 
an emergency and allows everyone 
[police, fire and school administra-
tors] to talk in real-time,” WISD 
Board President Mike Guest said. 
“Twenty or 30 seconds makes all 
the difference in the world.” 

For the buses, because of the 
expanded coverage area available, 
drivers will have radios that work 
while away at sporting events or 
field trips.  

Additionally, the board: 
• Approved using the competi-

tive sealed proposal method for 
the proposed fencing project 
at Weatherford High School. 
The project will be paid for 
out of the SAFE Grant Cycle 
1 funds and should cost about 
$200,000.  

• Held a brief reception to honor 
three of its 14 retirees this 
year. Karen Allison, Charles 
Blackwell and Danny Golightly 
have a combined 82 years in 
public education.  

• The WISD Board will meet next 
on June 10.

MELISSA WINN/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

WISD board member Jeff Ford (left), Karen Allison, Charles Blackwell, Danny Golightly and WISD Superintendent 
Dr. Beau Rees at a reception on May 13 honoring Allison, Blackwell, Golightly and others (not pictured) who have 
retired from WISD this year.  

ANNETTA
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Also inducted on Saturday, May 
18, were:
•   Former Odessa Permian foot-

ball coach John Wilkins, who 
led the Panthers to state titles 
in 1980 and 1984 (co-champs 
with Beaumont French) and two 
runner-up finishes.

•   1969 & Before — Riley Odoms, 
Corpus Christi West Oso High 
School, who later played tight 
end for the Denver Broncos.

•   1980s — Brent Duhon, Port 
Arthur Jefferson High School, 
who went on to play receiver for 
the University of Texas.

•   1990s — Cory Redding, Houston 
North Shore High School. He 
later played for SMU, followed 
by a 13-season NFL career.

•   2000s — The late Cedric 
Benson, Midland Lee High 
School, represented by his broth-
er, DeOndrick Long. Benson led 
Midland Lee to three straight 
state championships from 1998-
2000, followed by a standout 
career as a running back for the 
University of Texas and eight 
seasons in the NFL.

•   Dave Campbell Contributor to 
the Game — Robert Lee Brown, 
Prairie View Interscholastic 
League Hall of Honor Chairman. 
A driving force in preserving the 
legacy of the PVIL, which paved 
the way for the current genera-
tion of African American players 
and coaches.
Also handed out Saturday night 

were the Tom Landy Award, which 
went to Highland Park head coach 
Randy Allen, especially notable this 
year because, like the legendary for-
mer Dallas Cowboys coach, Allen 
is known for wearing a fedora. The 
Gordon Wood Award went to the 
Oglesby Tigers six-man football team 
for displaying good sportsmanship, 
overcoming challenges, and having 
the support of its community. The 
award is named after the coach who 
won nine state championships in his 
career at Stamford and Brownwood.

Thanking many
Buchanan joked that this was 

the first time since college he was 
asked to write a speech about 
something other than football and 
coaching.

“And I made a D on that speech,” 
he said with a chuckle as the crowd 
joined in laughing.

He thanked his family, most 
notably his wife Rebecca, and 
their children Caleb and Madeline, 
along with Caleb’s newlywed bride 
Allison.

Upon meeting Rebecca when 
he worked in College Station for 
A&M Consolidated, he said, “She 
dropped me like a hot potato. I 
finally got her to go out with me and 

DYNASTY
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a social studies teacher and coach 
at L.D. Bell High School, and a 
social studies teacher and coach 
at Hurst Junior High. Martinak 
also has been an assistant director 
of summer school and director of 
summer school in the HEB ISD.

“Mr. Martinak has experience 
leading two large campuses with 
successful systems and team-
work driving his approach, and 
we know this will serve the stu-
dents and staff of Aledo High 
School/Daniel Ninth Grade well,” 
Superintendent Dr. Susan Bohn 
said. “We are excited that he has 
chosen to become a Bearcat, and 
we want to welcome him to our 
Bearcat Leadership Team.”

Martinak has a bachelor of sci-
ence from McMurry University, 

where he was a four-year varsi-
ty letterman in football. He has 
a master of education in leader-
ship and policy studies from the 
University of Texas at Arlington. 
Martinak was named the 2023 
Texas Association of Secondary 
School Principals Region 11 
Principal of the Year and the 2020 
Secondary Principal of the Year for 
HEB ISD.

“I am filled with gratitude and 
excitement to start my new role as 
principal of Aledo High School,” 
Martinak said. “Having devoted 
more than 20 years to serving 
students in public education, I feel 
incredibly fortunate to now serve 
in Aledo ISD. I look forward to 
meeting the faculty, students and 
community, and am eager to build 
relationships and immerse myself 
in the traditions and culture of the 
Aledo Bearcat community.”
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we have two great kids and been 
married 35 years.”

Among others Buchanan 
thanked were former Dallas 
Morning News and Fort Worth 
Star-Telegram sports columnist 
Randy Galloway, who moved to 
Aledo several years ago and became 
friends with Buc. Galloway went 
into the Texas Sports Hall of Fame 
as a member of the media a couple 
years ago.

“It’s always good to have a media 
guy in your corner,” Buchanan 
said, calling Galloway his “media 
advisor.”

He also humbly credited much 
of his success to high school 
football players, parents, admin-
istration and, of course, great 
assistant coaches.

“Very little of this has to do with 
one person. It’s a ‘we’ profession,” 
Buchanan said, adding that being 
inducted into the hall is the “ulti-
mate honor a football player and a 
football coach in the state of Texas 
can be a part of.”

In the press conference prior to 
the ceremony, Buchanan said, “I sit 
back and say I can’t believe I was a 
part of that.”

Building a dynasty
While we will never know what 

kind of architect Buchan would 
have been, the football dynasty 
he built at Aledo is renowned. He 
arrived there in 1993 and five years 
later the Bearcats won the first of 
what is now a dozen state champi-
onships in 1998.

That was followed by state 
titles from 2009-11 with one of the 
greatest high school running backs 
in U.S. history, Jonathan Gray, 
himself a THSHOF inductee in 
2018. In 2013, Buchanan coached 
the only team at any level to score 
more than 1,000 points in a sea-
son with an offense led by current 
Aledo head coach Robby Jones as 
its coordinator.

Jones, in his debut season of 
2023, coached the Bearcats to a 
16-0 season and another champi-
onship. He was on hand Saturday 
to receive a watch commemorating 
that accomplishment.

After leaving the sidelines for 
five seasons to focus on strictly 
being athletic director, Buchan 
returned to coach the Bearcats to 
three more state championships 
in 2019, 2020 and 2022 before 
retiring.

And during his time as only 
being athletic director, the Bearcats 
won state titles in 2014, 2016 and 
2018 under Steve Wood, who was 
75-4 in that time. 

Buchanan posted an over-
all record of 281-58-3. His teams 
excelled most in the postseason, 
where they were 81-14 and he is 
one of only three Texas high school 
football coaches to win state cham-
pionships in four decades.

To this day, Aledo has won at 
least one playoff game every year 
since 1996.

Group effort
Buchanan said the Aledo com-

munity is made up of overachievers, 
even Gray, who rushed for 10,889 
yards and 205 touchdowns as a 
Bearcat.

“Jonathan was one of the most 
talented football players I’ve ever 
seen, but he wanted to be better,” 
Buchanan said. “From one act play 
to band, in everything, they all want 
to be better.”

And, as records show, more 
often than not they are.

Buchanan said in Aledo success 
is built on success.

“We put it on the senior class 
every year,” he said. “They have to 
work harder than the year before. 
Everybody is gonna remember them 
from what they did their senior year.”

The early years
Before coming to Aledo in 1993, 

Buchanan enjoyed great success as 
an assistant coach at several stops, 
including being part of a state cham-
pionship at A&M Consolidated.

When he arrived in Aledo, 
Buchanan had never been a head 
coach before. He was the sixth 
coach in five years at the school.

His first season was the only 
losing season of his career as the 
Bearcats finished 2-8. From there, 
however, the seeds of a powerhouse 
began.

“Odds are I wasn’t staying that 
long,” he said. “I said I was gonna 

stay two years. No one had done 
that in quite a while.

“My goal was to make it a better 
school district, better in all sports.”

Lots of memories
Of course, Buchanan was asked 

which of his state championship 
teams was his favorite. 

“They’re all unique in their own 
way,” he said, noting that the 2013 
squad has a special place in his 
heart because Caleb was a senior 
that season..

“But each team had something 
special,” he said.

He did admit that, if pressed, the 
1998 squad - the one that broke the 
proverbial championship ice as the 
first football state champion ever 
in Aledo and only the second state 
champion in school history (boys 
golf won in 1978) - might be his 
favorite. The team was not expected 
to even get out of district, having 
lost three coaches around 20 play-
ers, he noted.

It was also memorable for anoth-
er reason, Buchanan said.

“It got my hair cut,” he said with 
a smile, reminiscing about making a 
promise that if they won state they 
could cut his hair on the floor of the 
Astrodome.

“And they did!” he exclaimed.
These days Buc has a full head 

of hair, much like the Aledo trophy 
case is full of trophies.

STEVE SLATE

Former Aledo Bearcats football coach Tim Buchanan (right), who was 
inducted into the Texas High School Football Hall of Fame on Saturday, May 
18, with former Bearcat Jonathan Gray, who was inducted in 2018.

STEVE SLATE

The 2024 induction class into the Texas High School Football of Fame 
includes (from left) former Houston North Shore, University of Texas and 
NFL standout Cory Redding; the late former Midland Lee, UT and NFL star 
Cedric Benson (represented by his brother, DeOndrick Long); former Aledo 
Bearcats football coach Tim Buchanan; former Odessa Permian football 
coach John Wilkins; and Robert Lee Brown, Prairie View Interscholastic 
League Hall of Honor Chairman.
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First, prayer. Joe Ferraris pauses for thanks before breakfast.
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Parker County Cowboy Church members and guests enjoy 40 feet of 
food at the annual Men’s and Women’s Ironman Breakfast.
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Texas House Democrats are 
urging Gov. Greg Abbott to call 
a special session to increase pub-
lic school funding, while Abbott 
is criticizing them for oppos-
ing legislation last year that tied 
increased funding to his pet 
project — school vouchers. The 
Austin American-Statesman 
reported the Democrats sent 
a letter, written by Rep. Jon 
Rosenthal, D-Houston, call-
ing for a 30-day special session 
focused on both increasing 
per-student funding and invest-
ing more in school safety.

“Our public schools are the 
bedrock of our communities, 
and it’s imperative we provide 
them with the resources they 
need to thrive,” Rosenthal said.

A number of Texas school 
districts are facing funding 
shortages for the 2024-25 school 
year budgets after no addition-
al school funding was approved 
during the last legislative ses-
sion, when lawmakers blocked 
passage of a voucher bill tied to 
increased funding.

A Statesman analysis in 
January indicated that when 
adjusted for inflation, per-stu-
dent funding from state and 
local sources is down by 12.9% 
since 2020.

Rains sweep Texas 
as hurricane season 
approaches

While Texans in the Houston 
area and throughout East Texas 
continue to battle the effects 
of torrential rains — including 
storms last week that killed at 

least seven in the Houston area 
and left hundreds of thousands 
without power — the official 
start of hurricane season is just 
around the corner, on June 1.

As Dan Reilly, a Texas-based 
meteorologist, told the Texas 
Department of Insurance, “In 
most of the recent years, we’ve 
had many storms before June. 
So, in reality, I would say hur-
ricane season probably starts in 
May.”

Families are urged to protect 
their family and property by pre-
paring  now. Here are a few tips 
from TDI:
• Make or update your home 

inventory: Take pictures or 
videos of each room in your 
home. For major items, write 
down the serial number, what 
you paid, and date you bought 
it. Don’t forget to get a video of 
items inside closets and draw-
ers. Having a home inventory 
is one of the best things you 
can do to make sure you get 
the value of your claim.

• Have an emergency kit 
packed and ready to go: Set 
aside 3 gallons of water per 
person, enough to last three 
days. Also pack non-perish-
able food, a can opener and 
utensils, a battery-powered 
radio, a flashlight and extra 
batteries. See a full kit list 
at ready.gov. Put some water 
and food supplies in your car 
too, just in case.

• Check your roof. Damaged 
shingles or leaks around 
chimneys or skylights will 
get worse in a storm. Have 
a professional secure loose 
shingles and check the metal 
flashing around openings or 
on roof valleys for leaks.

•  Get your yard ready. Remove 
dead tree limbs and branches 
that hang over your house. 
Check for loose items that 
can become wind borne such 
as yard furniture or trampo-
lines. Tie them down.

DEI dismantling cuts 
hundreds of jobs

Leaders of the state’s public 
universities told state senators 
last week that dismantling diver-
sity, equity and inclusion 
programs at Texas universities 
led to the firing of several hun-
dred staff members and resulted 
in millions of dollars in program 
cuts, The Dallas Morning News 
reported.

A ban on DEI programs 
was passed in 2023 by the 
Legislature, meaning programs 
that provide resources for spe-
cific races, ethnicities or gender 
identities are no longer allowed. 
Examining the extent of that 
compliance was the aim of last 
week’s hearing. 

The hearing also focused 
on pro-Palestine protests that 
have resulted in more than 140 
arrests on state campuses.

State leaders examine 
the exploding hemp 
market

An explosion of legal hemp 
dispensaries across Texas is 
prompting increased scrutiny 
from Texas lawmakers, The Texas 
Tribune reported. Since hemp 
products were legalized in 2019, 
there has been a rapid prolifera-
tion of shops selling baked goods, 
gummies and smokable buds 
laced with cannabis derivatives 
that purportedly are under the 
legal limit for containing THC, 
the psychoactive ingredient.

The number of hemp retailer 
registrations has jumped from 
1,948 in 2020 — the first year 
the Texas Department of State 
Health Services began regis-
tration — to 8,343 last year, 
with 7,700 active registrations 
received in the first four months 
of 2024.

Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick last 
month ordered the Senate to 
look into possibly banning hemp 
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Commentaryy

Most people know that meta-
phor means the government has 
you under surveillance, mostly 
without your knowing.

Many may not know where 
the term originated. It came from 
the 1949 George Orwell novel 
“1984.”

When Orwell wrote it, the 
year 1984 was very much in the 
future. In the novel, posters were 
displayed in Oceania, the fiction-
al country, that said “Big Brother 
is Watching You.” People did not 
have freedom and the govern-
ment was constantly spying on 
its people.

 I read it in the 60s and it had 
a chilling effect on me.

Forty years after it was writ-
ten, Orwell’s premonition is 
becoming reality in ways that 
many people may not know.

Face recognition technology 
and license plate readers are some 
of the latest technology used by 
the government to “watch” you.

Last year, for the first time 
when I traveled on an interna-
tional flight, there were notices 
posted in the hallways of immi-
gration control that a modern 
technology was going to revo-
lutionize and streamline the 
passport process.

Before I departed for London, 
my photo was taken. When I 
returned a couple of weeks later, I 
lined up with my passport, ready 
to show it as I have done many 
times before. The officer told me 
to stand on a  spot and look 
at the camera. Then he asked 
“Richard?” I said that I was. Then 
he said, Welcome Back!”

I never had to show the pass-
port. I have made a few trips 
since then, and never had to show 
my passport.

Very quick and very easy. But 
I am not sure how I feel about 
that.

In preparing some of my 
criminal cases, I have learned 
some things that exist that I 
did not know. On the interstate 
highways, there are license plate 
readers installed on the high-
ways, I think, every two and a 
half miles, recording every plate. 
Law enforcement can look 
out for vehicles subject to an 
investigation.

But, they are also recording all 
of our movements. I think they 
can probably calculate your rate 
of speed by timing when you pass 
these readers.

Many law enforcement vehi-
cles have license plate readers in 
their patrol cars. It gives them 
a lot of information about you, 
including if your insurance is up 
to date. They know if you have 
insurance without having to ask 
for proof, although the law still 
requires that you carry proof of 
insurance. 

When  a person is missing or a 
crime has been committed, pings 
from cellphone towers can pin-
point locations. Some criminals 
turn off their cellphones during a 
crime, but when they are turned 
back on, the pings still help inves-
tigations that often fit a timeline 
of a crime and its location.

There is so much data on cell-
phones, they are a goldmine for 
law enforcement when a crime 
is investigated. Records of texts, 

Thistles&Roses

Big 
Brother is 
Watching!

Richard Henderson
richard@rahenderson.com

The old hymn declares that 
we are marching to higher 
ground. Our prevailing culture, 
however, suggests otherwise.

Consider a joke making the 
rounds at the turn of the century 
when the internet was begin-
ning to take hold. A couple of 
10-year-olds were chatting aim-
lessly during summer doldrums. 
Something about Washington, 
DC came up. “What does the 
‘DC’ stand for?” one asked.

“I’m not sure,” the other 
responded. “Maybe Dot Com?”

We chuckled, half-thinking 
that even 10-year-olds might 
“get it right” about the District 
of Columbia.

Now, let’s fast-forward to the 
here and now. A new set of kids 
ponders the same question.

“I think I know,” one respond-
ed, “Maybe Den of Confusion.” 
The other chimed in, “It 
might be District of Conflict, 
District of Chaos, or even Dire 
Consequences.” Perhaps we all 
need to search again for DC’s 
original intent.

For the masses, things seem 
upside down. We are confound-
ed by multiple challenges leading 
to much head-scratching.

Sometimes I find news 
accounts confounding and often 
trivial. For example, I read the 
other day that hundreds of spe-
cies of fish are getting smaller. 
This is purportedly true; you 
can look it up.

Scientists claim 
that warming tempera-
tures and loss of oxygen 
in the sea are inducing 
shrinkage of such fish 
as tunas, groupers and 
salmon, notably since 
1960. It started near 
the Arctic Circle. Now, near-
ly three-fourths of marine fish 
populations sampled worldwide 
have seen substantial decrease 
in body weight, as much as 16% 
in 64 years.

Should such diminishment 
continue, some changes seem 
to be inevitable. Future fishing 
hooks and grills may be small-
er. Game wardens may have to 
change the length of fish deemed 
legal to take home.

Tellers of fish tales — and 
there are many — may have 
to shorten the distance of out-
stretched hands used to describe 
the length of trophy catches. 
One day they may even brag 
about catching one “this short,” 
with hands barely separated!

For folks usually seeing 
fish only in grocery store meat 

sections, this “news” may seem 
trivial. For true fishermen, how-
ever, most “fishy” topics can find 
their way into stories worthy of 
hearing.

One such sportsman was 
the late David Gilley. His was 
a well-ordered life. He and 
Marijane, his wife of some 54 
years, raised two sons, Lance and 
Blake, who became the center of 

their parents’ universe. 
David, a Cleburne High 
School graduate who 
aimed for the stars early 
on, not only excelled in 
football, but also was 
winner of the Kiwanis 

Club’s Sportsmanship Award in 
1966.

Each season of life brought 
new blessings for the Gilleys, 
who jointly majored in doing 
“all things family.” He coached 
his sons in both YMCA football 
and Little League baseball, and 
was a board member for years 
of Western Little League. Later, 
he and Marijane supported both 
sons in junior high school and 
at San Angelo Central High 
School, both on and off the play-
ing fields.

And did they ever value sum-
mers, immersed in water sports. 
He taught his sons (and numer-
ous others) how to water ski 
and was a proud member of 
the Concho Bass Club. In 1998, 
David caught a Lake Nasworthy 
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Dr. Don Newbury
newbury@speakerdoc.com
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JOHN WAYNE BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 
& MOVIE PREMIERE
Join the Wayne Family for a weekend of fun, games, 
photos, movies, Duke Spirits and Gold Handle Coffee 
tastings, and the unveiling of the exhibit’s 
new expansion. Plus, don’t miss the 
Texas film premier of “Legrand” 
featuring Ethan Wayne.

LIVE AT TANNAHILL’S MUSIC HALL
Disco Cowgirl featuring music by Danni and Kris 
on Friday and Turnpike Tributedours on Saturday. 
Shows start at 9PM.

THE NEW FORT WORTH 
STOCKYARDS APPTM

See everything that’s happening instantly. Get tickets, 
reserve a table and see who’s playing at your favorite bar. 
Download it for free from the Apple Store and Google Play.

COMING 
SOON

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TICKETS 
VISIT FORTWORTHSTOCKYARDS.COM

SUNUP TO 
SUNDOWN FUN
Memorial Day Weekend    May 23-27

RODEOS & PBR BULL RIDING ACTION
PBR Teams Combine Finals on Thursday at 7:30PM. 

Championship Rodeos on Friday at 7:30PM, Saturday 
at 1:30PM and 7:30PM and Sunday at 1:30PM.

HOSTED BY

Aledo High School Arts Department Night at the Pops

CHRISTOPHER AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Aledo High School Arts Department Night at the Pops. The event included show tunes performed with choir, dance, and the symphonic band conducted by Joey Paul, on May 10.

https://www.community-news.com/stories/aledo-high-school-arts-department-night-at-the-pops,81843
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EVERYONE WELCOME
WWW.PCCOWBOYCHURCH.ORG

Sundays
Bible Study 8:30 AM
Service 10:00 AM

PARKER COUNTY COWBOY CHURCH
PCCC

Sunday Service 
10:00 AM

16250 Old Weatherford Road
Aledo, Texas

For current Mass Times visit our website at:
www.HolyRedeemerAledo.org

For more information contact the Parish Office at 817-441-3500aledoumc.org 

your church since 1878

@Oak and Pecan (817) 441 8329

WORSHIP WITH US AT

united methodist church
ALEDO

Sundays
Contemporary Service 9am

Traditional Service 11am
Online Worship - aledoumc.org

Wednesday Nights
Adult Bible Study 

ChildChildren’s JAM (K-5th)
Students @ the Quad
Vocal and Bell Choirs 
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Car shows have something for all tastes
By Christopher Amos
The Community News

Perfect restorations, custom 
modifications, and flat-out jalop-
ies rolled into the Parker County 
Cowboy Church parking lot 
Saturday, May 4, as the church and 
arena on FM 5 in Aledo hosted 
their third annual car show. The 
event drew car enthusiasts from 
the Metroplex, like Rick Spence of 
Arlington.

“I used to show cars a lot but 
nowadays I just enjoy seeing them,” 
Spence said while taking photos. 
Spence was among a half-dozen 
members of the Fort Worth Shifters 
Car Club that attended the event.

Some auto admirers like the 
looks of a perfectly restored antique 
family car of the 1950s or a Model 
T of the 1920s, while others prefer 
souped-up modified muscle cars of 
the ‘80s. Some folks, like Ronnie 
Vaughn, march to the beat of a dif-
ferent brake drum.

Vaughn’s 1949 Ford F1 is an 
ever-evolving work in progress he 
is often adding to and changing. 
The front axle has been extended 
two feet beyond the front grill to 
make room for massive side tail 
pipes where the fenders once were 
and the interior is unfinished rough 
wood with a flat tractor seat mount-
ed on an upside-down oil pan.

The F1 drives, but Vaughn pre-
fers hauling it on an equally odd 
1964 Ford F500 tow truck with 
fenders so rusted you can put your 
hand into them in places.

“You see those welds right 
there,” Vaughn says pointing at 
long scars on both fenders. “I put a 
different engine in it the other day 
and it was so big it wouldn’t fit, so 
I cut the fenders off and welded 
them back.”

The tow truck is equipped with 
an antique super-8 movie camera 
mounted to the metal dash he calls 
his “dash cam.”

PHOTOS BY CHRISTOPHER AMOS/ 
THE COMMUNITY NEWS

products that contain THC and 
toughen regulations for retailers.

New ‘Click It or Ticket’ 
campaign launched in 
Texas

The Texas Department of 
Transportation has launched a new 
“Click It or Ticket” campaign in 
hopes of improving traffic safety, 
the Statesman reported. Motorists 
are encouraged to wear their seat-
belts or face fines up to $200.

The campaign runs through 
June 2. Buckling up can reduce the 
risk of dying in a vehicle crash by up 
to 60%, according to TxDOT.

Nearly 1,200 people died in 
crashes on Texas roads last year 
because they were not wearing their 
seatbelts, TxDOT said.

Water treaty dispute 
could mean aid withheld 
from Mexico

A bipartisan group of Texas law-
makers is demanding aid funding 
to Mexico be withheld unless that 
country lives up to an 80-year-old 
treaty requiring it send 1.75 million 
acre-feet of water to the U.S. every 
five years, The Tribune reported.

Inconsistent water delivery 
from Mexico has exacerbated water 
shortages that affect South Texas 
farmers.

“Farmers and ranchers across 
South Texas remain under contin-
ued financial strain and could suffer 
a similar fate as the sugar industry, 
should Mexico continue withhold-
ing water,” the lawmakers wrote in 
a Friday letter to House and Senate 
appropriators.

Mexico blames drought condi-
tions on its side of the border for 
not being able to deliver water as 
required by the treaty. It also claims 
the use of floating buoys in the 
river by the Abbott administration 
to deter migrants violates the treaty.
Gary Borders is a veteran award-win-
ning Texas journalist. He published 
a number of community newspapers 
in Texas during a 30-year span, 
including in Longview, Fort Stockton, 
Nacogdoches, Lufkin and Cedar Park. 
Email: gborders@texaspress.com.

bass that weighed in at 12.43 
pounds, a record catch.

All this to say that this 
Christian gentleman, with a 
41-year Santa Fe Railroad career, 
learned early on what was 
important, always treading the 
trail of giving back. That’s what 
he did for his wife and family, 
including five grandchildren and 
legions of others he guided and 
befriended.

A true sportsman, he shared 
the story of his prized fish catch 
many times, gesturing it to be 
“this long!” Now, here’s ironclad 
proof of his love for both family 
and fishing. He bragged that his 
record fish was bigger than his 
first grandbaby who was born 
three months later!

Kiwanians recognized this 
true sportsman nearly 60 years 
ago. Thousands of others he 
taught along the way fully agree.
Dr. Newbury is a longtime pub-
lic speaker and former university 
president who is Texas’ longest-run-
ning syndicated columnist, now in 
his 23rd year.

social media postings, and photos 
contain a lot of private informa-
tion that some people thought 
could not be obtained. There 
are some privacy rights for cell-
phones, but warrants are easily 
obtained. Even the most encrypt-
ed information can be found with 
the right technician.

CCCTV and surveillance cam-
eras are ubiquitous. Many crimes 
are recorded on doorbell cameras.

The city of Fort Worth has 
installed video cameras on many 
of their city streets. Police can 
track the movements of suspects 
quite easily.

There seems no end to what 
information can be obtained on 
computers. 

Really, we don’t have much 
privacy today. I don’t think that 
there is much we can do about it.

Big Brother and his siblings 
are constantly watching us.

SESSION
from page 4

IDLE
from page 4

BROHER
from page 4

Ronnie Vaughn’s pride and joy is a 1949 Ford F1 jalopy featuring a 
rusted body, flag pole eagle on a water spigot hood ornament, and 
a two foot extension of the front axle.

Lee Randal entered his meticulously 
restored 1959 Chevrolet Apache truck in 
the third annual Parker County Cowboy 
Church Car Show.

A 1964 Ford F500 tow truck turns heads without a fancy paint job.

The eagle on a water spigot hood orna-
ment was an embellishment to Ronnie 
Vaughn’s 1949 Ford F1 jalopy.

Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry
Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C. 
Michael Ball, D.D.S., P.L.L.C.

Diplomate of American Board of Pediatric Dentistry
Fellow of American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101
Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087

Ofc: 817-441-2425
Fax: 817-441-2491

www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com

817-441-1079
david@elitegreentx.com

ALEDO OWNED  
AND OPERATED

TX #0868794
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http://www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com


MAY 31 - JUNE 2

Shrek The Musical JR
Mark your calendars! WC’s 
teen summer musical 
is back with “Shrek The 
Musical JR” in the Alkek 
Fine Arts Center.
Tickets are $10.
https://www.simpletix.
com/e/shrek-jr-tick-
ets-167574

JUNE 1

Summer Blast
The City of Aledo is gearing 
up for the annual Summer 
Blast event! 
This FREE community 
event is scheduled from 
from 6-10 PM. for Saturday, 
June 1 in Downtown Aledo 
Come celebrate the fun, 
festive, family atmosphere 
of Aledo with live music, 
delicious food, great shop-
ping, interactive games, and 

more! The night will end  
with a fantastic fireworks 
show that you won’t want 
to miss! 

MAY 31

EPCL Summer Reading
Patrons of all ages are 
invited to begin signing up 
for our summer program 
on May 14, 2024 (registra-
tion is open throughout 
the summer).
We are excited to kick off-
summer reading with an 
Adventure with Magic on 
Friday, May 31st featuring 
secret agent James Wand.
Visit https://www.epcli-
brary.com for more infor-
mation.

JUNE 11

Dementia Support Group
Join the Dementia
Support Group from 4-5
p.m. on Tuesday, June 11
at Harvest of Aledo
1043 Bailey Ranch Rd.
We are honored and privi-
leged to care for those
affected by dementia. Even

more so, we value the 
effortsof the caregivers, 
especiallythe families of 
our residents.
This meeting will take
place on the second
Tuesday of every month.
For more information call
682-209-0643

JULY 4

Join Weatherford Parks 
and Recreation for Spark 
in the Park 2023, 6 - 10:30 
pm on Thursday July 4 at 
Heritage park. Come enjoy 
music, food, waterslides 
and fireworks.
The Eli Young Band is 
headlining at the amphi-
theater.
Following artist concerts  
fireworks will begin after 
dark, approximately 9:30 
PM.
The event is FREE TO 
ATTEND!
Checkout the webpage 
for Facebook for event/
parking maps: https://
www.facebook.com/
events/1448007752777165

JULY 13

Parker County Peach 
Festival
Mark your calendar 
to come celebrate the 
39th Annual Parker 

County Peach Festival 
in #WeatherfordTX on 
Saturday, July 13, 2024!

Come enjoy and shop the 
more than 200 art/craft/ 
food & activity booths as 
well as the amazing shops, 
restaurants & boutiques 
in historic downtown 
Weatherford. The expand-
ed festival area makes it 
easy to spread out and 
enjoy the day!

Save the date for this 
“peachy” family fun-filled 
event!

Tickets will be available 
online in June 2024!!

$10.00 for adults
$5.00 children 5-12
Under 5 are free
For more information on
www.peachfestivaltx.com

JULY 14-18

AUMC VBS 2024 
This year’s Vacation Bible 
School theme is “Camp 
Firelight: A Summer Camp 
Adventure with God!”
Each evening from 5:30 - 
8:40 p.m. at Aledo United 
Method Church will include 
a snack supper, music, 
games, Bible Stories, crafts 
and more! For ages 4 years 

to 6th grade.

Children must be 4 years 
old by July 1st, 2024 and 
fully potty trained. Nursery 
is available for Volunteer’s 
children.

For more information or to 
volunteer to help contact 
Teresa Chisum: Teresa@
aledoumc.org
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TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

ACROSS

DOWN

  1  on highway 199,
      NW of Fort Worth
  5  Texas ____ has a
      star of fi ve points
  6  “French Legation
      State Historic ____”
  7  “Lake _’ ___ Pines”
  8  billards stick
  9  regulator of DFW 
      Airport (abbr.)
12  TXism: “plain __ 
      ___ nose on your
      face”
17  Texas has made
      _______ into 
      controlling litter
19  TXism:”don’t change
      horses in the middle
      of the _____”
21  meeting items lists
22  TX Ginger’s “Heart-
      beat” with Jean-
      ______ Aumont
23  Gov. Greg ______
28  TXism: “he has
      short arms and ____
      pockets” (frugal)
29  most Texas soldiers
      in the Civil War
30  tackle, Mark, who
      helped Cowboys
      win 3 Super Bowls
31  Luke Bryan country
      hit: “Down __  ___”
35  shorthand writer,
      for short
36  Texas-based 1960
      fi lm: “____  ____
     ___ Hill”
42  defamed some-
      one’s character
44  “W” of Texas
      crime “DWI”

  1  “Sheriffs’ ________ 
      __ Texas”
  2  “New Braunfels
      Herald-_______”
  3  TXism: “________
      up” (mad)
  4  Gen. Robert _  ___
  9  TX Buddy Holly’s
      “Not ____ Away”
10  Texas epic “Giant”
      was _______
       ____  ___ novel
      by Edna Ferber
11  biblical donkey
12  Egyptian cobra

46  TXism: “that’s _  _____
      __  _ different color”
48  one under par in golf
49  this program brought
      women into the USAF
      from 1948 to 1976
50  speech sound uttered
      with breath, not voice
51  golf gadget (2 wds.)
52  ___ Green County
53  Dallas-born “Usher” 
      1999 fi lm: “____ All That”

54  “muck
      and ____”
56  Amarillo’s
      “___-State
      Fair & Rodeo”
57  moon to Houston:
      “The Eagle ___
      Landed” (1969  
58  ___hart, Texas

13  TXism “so many
      you couldn’t ____
      ‘__  ____ a stick”
14  pecan is the state
      ____ in Texas
15  this Williams played
      for the Mavericks
      (1989-92)
16  TXism: “he’s plumb
      weak north of the
      ____” (dumb)
18  golf achievement:
      hole in ___
20  TX Strait’s “I Think
      She Still Loves __”
23  TXism: “chompin’
      __ the bit” (eager)
24  Dallas-based Grey-
      hound transport

25  TXism: “ain’t worth
      two ____” (useless)
26  “___  ___ for all”
      (same legal system
      for everyone) 
27  in Shelby County
      on U.S. 84 & 96
32  TX Tanya’s “Some
      Kind __ Trouble”
33  “use it __ lose it”

34  TXism: “nah”
36  TXism: “___ earned
      his spurs” (merited)
37  rocks with gold, e.g.
38  “take __  ___ to the
      ball game . . .”
39  _____ Rivers, Texas
40  cow skins
41  UT grad, Wallach
43  __ Pepper
45  boot width
47  TX Nimitz was a
      Navy rear _______
48  Abilene’s Dyess
      Air Force ____
55  gambling, e.g.
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Support Services provided by 
Careity Foundation
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ROCK ST RS

Talha Riaz, MD Medical Oncologist/Hematologist | Aaron Laine, MD, PhD Radiation Oncologist
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Weatherford
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Experts estimate that 90% Experts estimate that 90% 
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White’s 
Funeral Home
130 Houston Ave. • Weatherford 

817-596-4811
www.whitesfuneral.com

Our family
serving 

your family
since 1908.

CLEAR FORK MATERIALS

800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD
ALEDO, TEXAS

HOURS: M-F 8-5 •SAT 8-2 WWW.CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM

“Are you growing with us?”
Residential & Commercial

817-441-7777

• Topsoils & Custom 
Soil Blends

• Compost & Mulches
• Rock & Sand Products

Serving North Texas 
since l986

Pick up or Delivery Available

Serving your business & personal 
needs with proactive planning so 
you’re Ready for Tomorrow! 

matt.morris@hubinternational.com | 817-675-1316
MATT MORRIS | Area President

Securities offered through LPL Financial, member FINRA/SIPC.  Investment advisory services offered through Global 
Retirement Partners, LLC (GRP), a registered investment advisor.  Insurance services offered through HUB International.  
GRP, HUB International and HUB Retirement and Wealth Management are separate entities from and not affiliated with 
LPL Financial. HUB Retirement and Wealth Management is the approved name under which LPL Financial business is conducted. 

Aledo Class of ‘98

Employee Benefits  |  Property & Casualty  |  Personal Lines  |  Retirement & Wealth Solutions

Serving your business & personal 
needs with proactive planning so 
you’re Ready for Tomorrow! 

matt.morris@hubinternational.com | 817-675-1316
MATT MORRIS | Area President

Securities offered through LPL Financial, member FINRA/SIPC.  Investment advisory services offered through Global 
Retirement Partners, LLC (GRP), a registered investment advisor.  Insurance services offered through HUB International.  
GRP, HUB International and HUB Retirement and Wealth Management are separate entities from and not affiliated with 
LPL Financial. HUB Retirement and Wealth Management is the approved name under which LPL Financial business is conducted. 

Aledo Class of ‘98

Employee Benefits  |  Property & Casualty  |  Personal Lines  |  Retirement & Wealth Solutions

HIGH SPEED INTERNET
SPEEDING IS ENCOURAGED 
CALL CIRRA NETWORKS TODAY

(817) 259-1100  |  www.cirranet.net

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Ott named 
new Ladycats 

coach
By Mercedes Meyer
Aledo ISD

Donny Ott has been named the 
head varsity girls basketball coach 
at Aledo High 
School.

Ott has 
been the head 
girls basket-
ball coach at 
Summer Creek 
High School in 
the Humble ISD 
- a 2023-2024 
UIL Class 6A 
state semifinal-
ist - for the past 
year. Prior to that, he was the head 
girls basketball coach and athletic 
academic coordinator at Cedar Park 
High School in the Leander ISD for 
six years. 

The Timberwolves were back-
to-back Class 5A state champions 
in 2021 and 2022 with a perfect 
37-0 season in 2021-2022 with 
Ott at the helm. Cedar Park had a 
63-game win streak in 2020-2021 
and 2021-2022, at the time, the 
nation’s second-longest active pub-
lic school win streak.

“We are so excited for coach Ott 
to join us as head girls basketball 
coach at Aledo High School,” Aledo 
ISD Athletic Director Brandy Belk 
said. “He is all about excellence and 
growth for student-athletes. His 
players will feel supported, safe and 
encouraged but also pushed to do 
their best on the court and in the 
classroom.”

Ott was an associate head boys 
basketball coach (2009-2013) 
and then the head girls basket-
ball coach (2014-2017) at North 
Crowley High School. He was also 
the head boys basketball coach, 
head golf coach and an assistant 
football coach at Cuero High School 
(2008-2009), the head boys basket-
ball coach and head cross country 
and track coach at Walnut Springs 
High School (2004-2008), and the 
head boys basketball coach and 

Donny Ott

Turn to COACH, page 9

SOFTBALL

Ladycats sweep regional semifinal series
Eye matchup with 
Burleson Centennial
By Ryan Wade
The Community News

A week after having to play 
small ball to walk off against 
Joshua in the Class 5A Region I 
quarterfinals, the Aledo Ladycats 
brought the big bats with them 
to Midwestern State University in 
Wichita Falls on Friday, May 17 
and Saturday, May 18. 

A home run by Marina Taveras 
and a pair by Brenlee Gonzales 
helped Aledo sweep Lubbock 
Monterey by scores of 7-1 and 5-4, 
respectively, as they advanced to 
the Region 1 Final.

The Ladycats will face Burleson 
Centennial in a best-of-three series 
with a trip to State on the line. The 
series kicked off on Wednesday, 
May 22, when the Ladycats host-
ed Centennial for Game 1. Game 
2 moved to Burleson Centennial 
High School on Thursday. If nec-
essary, Game 3 will start at 10 a.m. 
Friday, May 24 at Cleburne High 
School. 

The Ladycats dominated Game 
1 in every way imaginable. Texas 
Tech-commit, Gonzales was elec-
tric in the pitching circle for Aledo. 
Gonzales pitched a complete 
game, holding a stacked Lubbock 
Monterey lineup to just two hits 
while striking out nine. The lone 
run of the contest for Monterey 
came in the top of the seventh 
inning due to an error, and was 
therefore recorded as unearned.

Inversely, Aledo had no issues 
when it came to putting runs on 
the board. Addie Perry led off the 
bottom of the first with a double to 
left, immediately putting the home 
team in an advantageous position. 
Delaney Rosser singled to right to 
drive in Perry from second. Aledo 
took a 1-0 lead after just two bat-
ters stepped in the box.

Following a quick double-play, 
Taveras blasted the 0-2 offering 
over the wall in left for a solo 
homer that put the Ladycats up 
2-0. 

Not content to just keep runs 
off the board while toeing the rub-
ber, Gonzales accounted for three 

RYAN WADE/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Addie Perry goes first-to-third on a sacrifice bunt by Delaney Rosser in the 
first inning of the Ladycats’ 15-1 rout over Brewer on Friday, April 12. Turn to LADYCATS, page 9

BASEBALL

Bearcats’ postseason run concludes against Argyle
Aledo struggles  
offensively in hard 
fought series
By Geoff Heppes
The Community News

SOUTHLAKE – Following 
victories over South Hills and 
Colleyville Heritage in the first two 
rounds of Class 5A postseason play, 
the Aledo Bearcats baseball team 
squared off against a strong Argyle 
Eagles squad in the Region I quar-
terfinals May 17-18 at Southlake 
Carroll High School.

The Bearcats (26-13-1) had 
strong pitching and defense on dis-
play throughout the best-of-three 
series against the Eagles (20-17), 
but could not generate a run. After 

crossing home plate 43 times in 
their previous two series (five 
games) combined, Aledo suffered a 
pair of shutout losses, 2-0 in eight 
innings in the opening game, fol-
lowed by a 5-0 defeat in the decisive 
second game.

Game 1
Junior right hander Devin 

Miller took the mound for Aledo 
and threw seven scoreless innings 
with seven strikeouts, matching 
zeroes with Argyle senior Alex 
D’Angelo.

“He’s been really consistent all 
year and has done that a lot – 
some of his losses were 2-1 or 1-0,” 
Bearcats head coach Chad Barry 
said. “He always does a great job 

of keeping us in the game with 
a good three-pitch sequence that 
keeps opponents off-balance. They 
hit some balls on him but we made 
some plays behind him. I’m disap-
pointed for him that we couldn’t 
come away with a win after how 
well he pitched against that lineup.”

Aledo got its first batter on with 
no outs in four of the eight innings, 
but three of those ensuing at-bats 
resulted in double plays to keep 
the Bearcats off the board. In the 
eighth inning, Miller was relieved 
from the mound due to his pitch 
count of 102, and Eagles senior 
Colton Roquemore smashed a two-
run homer over the right-center 
wall to give Argyle a 2-0 lead they 
would not relinquish.

“We got the leadoff guy on base 
with no outs, but for whatever rea-
son, we could not manufacture a 
run,” Barry said. “We just couldn’t 
get hits or put bunts down when 
we needed them. The offense is a 
lot better than what they showed, 
but you can’t have performances 
like that at this point of the year.”

Game 2
Argyle got off to a fast start, 

scoring four of their five runs in 
the first two innings. Aledo junior 
first baseman Drew Weckel, senior 
infielder Weston Nance and soph-
omore designated hitter Lucas 
Nawrocki each scattered a single 
during the game that accounted 

Turn to BASEBALL, page 9
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drive truck. There were probably 
50 or 60 of us that did show, but 
the whole course was just a sheet 
of ice, and it was just a fun day. 
Those are the memorable days.

Good for everybody
Noggle said one of the best 

things about the sport of disc 
golf is that almost anyone can 
do it, and it can be played under 
almost any circumstances, even 
during a global pandemic.

“Since COVID, the sport has 
exploded, because people were 
looking for something to do, and 
this is a sport you can play on your 
own or you can play in a group,” 
Noggle said. “We even had minis 
during COVID. And there are just 
so many factors that people enjoy, 
like the love of the flight of a disc. 

“There’s also such a range of 
people that play from all walks 
of life. I’m 60, and I’m not even 
the oldest guy that plays. We 
have some that are in their late 
60s, and some as young as 12, 
and there are so many nice peo-
ple that you meet while you are 
competing and the friendships 
you make. It’s just a great sport.” 

Visit https://weatherfordtx.
gov/181/Disc-Golf-Course for 
more information.

(817) 835-5000
www.ftwccu.org

Open to those who live, work, or 
attend school in Tarrant, Denton, 

Parker, and Johnson Counties.

Visit us today at
1911 S. Main St. 

Weatherford’s #1 Family Credit Union 

www.metalmar ts.com

817-599-4186 • Fax: 817-599-3326
2100 Burton Street • Weatherford, Texas 76087
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assistant varsity football and track 
coach at Grapeland High School 
(2002-2004). 

Ott, who has 405 career 
wins, was named the 2020-2021 
Texas High School Girls Coach 
of the Year, Texas Girls Coaches 
Association Coach of the Year, 
and National Sectional Coach of 
the Year; the 2012-2013 Texas 
Association of Basketball Coaches 
Assistant Coach of the Year; and 
the 2009-2010 North Crowley 
High School Teacher of the Year. 

“I’m truly honored and excit-
ed to become the next head girls 
basketball coach at Aledo High 
School,” Ott said. “I am looking 
forward to continuing the suc-
cesses of the Aledo tradition that 
coach Hyles has worked hard to 
establish. We are extremely excit-
ed about raising our family in the 
Aledo community and school dis-
trict and growing as members of 
the Ladycat family!”

Ott has a bachelors degree 
from Angelo State University. Ott’s 
wife Carissa will also be joining 
the Bearcat family as a special 
educator for Aledo ISD.

COACH
from page 8

RBI and a run of her own as part of 
a two-run blast over the right-field 
fence in the bottom of the third as 
the Ladycats cruised to a Game 1 
win.

Game 2 was much more compet-
itive. A three-run top of the fourth 
for the Ladycats ended up being the 
difference maker in the 5-4 victory, 
handing Aledo their ticket to the 
Region 1 championship series.

Game 2
Gonzales stayed red hot at the 

plate on Saturday, homering in her 
first plate appearance to give Aledo 

the early 1-0 lead in the top of the 
second inning. 

Leading 2-1 to start the fourth 
inning, Monterey quickly earned a 
pair of outs with a walk to Gonzales 
being the only thing Aledo had to 
show for their trip to the plate to 
that point. However, that just ended 
up being the start of a two-out 
rally that secured the game for the 
Ladycats. 

With Gonzales all but stranded 
at second, Ladycat hurler Taylor 
McKean singled to center, bring-
ing Gonzales around to score, 
giving Aledo a 3-1 advantage. 
Jordyn Edington drew a four-pitch 
walk to put Ladycats at first and 
second. 

As the lineup turned over, Perry 
singled on a ground ball that found 
a way through the infield and into 
center. Perry rounded first bound 
for second when she got tangled up 
in a rundown. She ended up being 
tagged out attempting to retreat 
to first to end the inning, but not 
before both runners ahead of her 
scored, as Aledo took a 5-1 lead.

Lubbock Monterey rebounded 
with a pair of runs in the bottom 
of the fifth inning to cut the lead to 
5-3, as McKean’s day in the circle 
came to an end after another solid 
performance. She struck out 11 bat-
ters, gave up three hits and allowed 
two runs across 4.2 innings of work. 

Monterey refused to go quietly, 
as the bats came alive in the bottom 

of the seventh. With Gonzales deal-
ing inside the circle, the Lady 
Plainsmen scored a run to make it 
5-4 in favor of the Ladycats. With 
two outs in the inning and the bases 
loaded, Gonzales showed her NCAA 
Division I talent to get a swinging 
strike on the payoff pitch in a situa-
tion where her team needed her to 
come up big and close out the game.

  

Class 5A Region I quar-
terfinals
At Midwestern State 
University, Wichita Falls
Aledo vs. Lubbock Monterey – 
Fri, May 17

                R   H   E
Monterey  0 0 0  0  0 0    1 -    1   2  4
Ladycats  2 1 3  0 1 0     x  -   7   9  3
Aledo hitting: Addie Perry 1-for-4, 2B, SB, R; Delaney 
Rosser 2-for-2, BB, RBI; Ana Flores 1-for-1, BB, 2 
R; Marina Taveras 1-for-2, HR, RBI, R, BB; Kyleigh 
Pawlak 1-for-3, R, 2B; Brenlee Gonzales 2-for-3, HR, 
3 RBI, R; Rylee Marx 1-for-3, R; Jordyn Edington SB.

Aledo pitching: Gonzales 7 IP, 2 H, R (0 earned), 
BB, 9 K.

Aledo vs. Lubbock 
Monterey – Sat, May 18
                R   H   E
Ladycats  0 1 1  3 0 0    0  -    5   6  4
Monterey  0 0 1  0  2 0    1 -    4   5  0
Aledo hitting: Perry 1-for-3, BB, 2 RBI, R; Rosser 
HBP; Flores 1-for-4, RBI; Pawlak 1-for-3; Gonzales 
1-for-2, HR, BB, RBI, 2 R; Taylor McKean 1-for-3, RBI; 
Edington 1-for-1, BB, HBP; 3 SB; R.

Aledo pitching: McKean 4.2 IP, 3 H, 3 R (2 earned), 3 
BB, 11 K; Gonzales 2.1 IP, 2 H, R (earned), 0 BB, 3 K.

LADYCATS
from page 8

BASEBALL

Trio of former Bearcats receive honors
Making their marks 
on the diamond
Staff Reports
The Community News

Former Aledo Bearcat Trace 
Mazon was selected as the Northern 
Texas Junior College Athletic 
Conference Position Player of 
the Week, Weatherford College 
announced on Friday, May 3.

The freshman third baseman 
finished the week with a batting 
average of .600 with three doubles, 
a home run and 12 RBI. He also 
drew a walk and stole two bases 
while scoring seven runs. 

At the time of his honor, Mazon 
had played in 49 games and was 
leading the Coyotes in doubles (21) 
and RBI (61). He was also batting 
.353 with a .541 slugging percent-
age, a .443 on-base percentage and 
three home runs.

The Coyotes are seeking a sec-
ond consecutive trip to the NJCAA 
Division I World Series.

Rosson accolade
Hunter Rosson was named 

Co-Big-10 Player of the Week on 
April 29. The senior from Aledo 
played outfield for two games 
against Wright State and first base 
in two games against Michigan 
State. He batted .545 with six hits, 
scored six runs and drove in a dozen 
runs.

His hits included three home 
runs, with a grand slam. He had his 
best day at the plate as a Buckeye, 
going 3-for-4 against Michigan 
State with six RBI. He was a triple 
shy of hitting for the cycle.

For the season, Rosson was lead-
ing the Buckeyes with a .355 batting 
average at the time of his honor, 
along with driving in 18 runs.

Prior to coming to Ohio State, 
Rosson began his college career at 
Weatherford College. He batted 
.305 with 14 home runs and 52 RBI.

Trace Mazon

Hunter Rosson Creed Willems

Rosson is a 2018 graduate of 
Aledo. The former Bearcat battled a 
hamstring injury and the outbreak 
of COVID in his first two collegiate 
seasons.

Willems Player of the 
Month

Creed Willems, a 2021 Aledo 
graduate, has been named the Player 
of the Month for April in the South 
Atlantic League. The catcher, play-
ing for the Aberdeen (Maryland) 
Ironbirds, a High-A affiliate of the 
Baltimore Orioles, posted a .299 
average with league bests of six 

home runs, 21 RBI, a .642 slugging 
percentage and 43 total bases.

Willems was drafted by the 
Orioles in 2021. This is his second 
stint with Aberdeen as he spent 
75 games there last season, hitting 
nine home runs and driving in 47 
runs. He also spent 30 games in his 
second stint with Low-A Delmarva 
(Maryland) last season (he was also 
there for 68 games in 2022), batting 
.302 with eight home runs and 28 
RBI.

Overall, his professional statis-
tics include a .218 batting average, 
27 home runs and 120 RBI. He also 
has 68 walks and 31 doubles.

DISC
from page 12

for Aledo’s three hits, while the 
Bearcats put forth a collective 
effort from the mound. 

Aledo was the champion of 
District 5-5A and reached the 
regional quarterfinals after fall-
ing in the area round a season 
ago. The Bearcats will graduate 
14 seniors from this year’s roster.
Class 5A Region I  
quarterfinals
At Southlake Carroll High 
School
Argyle 2, Aledo 0 - May 17 
                  R   H   E
Aledo  0 0 0  0  0 0    0 0 -    0   5  0
Argyle  0 0 0  0  0  0    0  2  -   2   6  0
Aledo hitting: Boyd Thompson 1-for-
3, Ryan Jones 1-for-3, Brennon Evans 
1-for-3, Lucas Nawrocki 1-for-3, Luke 
Trager 1-for-3.
Aledo pitching: D Miller 7 IP, 5 H, 8 K, 1 
BB; Ethan Hodo 0.1 IP, 1 H, 2 ER, 1 K, 2 
BB; J Bumgardner 0.2 IP, 1 K.
Argyle 5, Aledo 0 - May 18
                R   H   E
Aledo   0 0 0  0  0 0    0 -   0   3  1
Argyle   1 3 0  1  0  0     x  -  5   7  0
Aledo hitting: Drew Weckel 1-for-2, BB; 
Weston Nance 1-for-3; Nawrocki 1-for-3.
Aledo pitching: Jake Bumgardner 1.1 
IP, 1 BB, 1 HP; Jenson Huffman 1 IP, 1 
K; Luke Sandefur 2 IP, 3 H, 1 ER, 1 K, 1 
BB; Luke Saunders 1.2 IP, 3 H, 4 R (3 
ER), 1 BB.

BASEBALL
from page 8

http://www.ftwccu.org
https://www.community-news.com/stories/ott-named-new-ladycats-coach,81847
https://www.community-news.com/stories/ladycats-sweep-regional-semifinal-series,81845
https://www.community-news.com/stories/trio-of-former-bearcats-receive-honors,81848?
https://www.community-news.com/stories/weatherford-course-growing-in-popularity-and-length,81849
https://www.community-news.com/stories/bearcats-postseason-run-concludes-against-argyle,81846
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Classifieds
JOB LISTINGS

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
2 years in B2B sales and or 
Retail Sales; Must be able to 
read a tape measure; Basic 
Math Skills; Able to read blue-
prints (will train); Excellent 
Customer Service Skill; 
Organizational Skills a must; 
Eye for design; Lighting experi-
ence a plus( but not necessary 
will train for the right candi-
date; Knowledge in the build-
ing industry a plus( but will 
train for the right candidate; 
Hourly rate of $16.00 hr plus 
commissions; Email: dana@
texas-lighting.com or cather-
ine@thegalleryoflights.com

WAREHOUSE WORKER/
DELIVERY
Must be able to drive a 
front loader; Organizational 
skills, Scheduling Deliveries, 
Receiving, Maintaining 
warehouse, counting inven-
tory, basic janitorial duties, 
Handyman skills a plus, Basic 
hand tool and power tool use, 
Basic problem solving skills, 
Basic math skills, $16.00 
an hour - Monday - Friday 
7:30-4:30. Email: cody@
texas-lighting.com or cather-
ine@thegalleryoflights.com

Executive Driver Needed- 
Part Time

To perform professional 
driver duties and delivery 
in a timely and professional 
manner. We have multiple 
part-time and full-time shifts 
available and hours are flexi-
ble. Previous delivery experi-
ence is not required. The ideal 
candidate is described as an 
individual who takes pride 
in their driving and is dedi-
cated to providing superior 
customer service. Contact  
(Lsummers909@gmail.com)

SERVICES
BALLOON DECORATIONS 
for any Event: Weddings, 
Corporate, Baby Showers, 
Grand Openings, Birthdays, 
Anniversaries, Quinceaneras. 
CALL Sally 817-484-8353

PAINTING: Let my 50 years 
experience work for you. We 
do interior and exterior res-
idential and custom home 
painting. Bobby McWilliams 
817-821-6377

Business Cards

Thousands of Lifelong Customers.

With the same name and number since 1973, Billy Harris Roofing is here before, during and after the Texas 
storms. Billy Harris Roofing has had the same crews since 1992 which has paved the way to 10 consecutive 

Angie’s List Super Service Awards since 2006. Billy Harris Roofing prides itself on quality... not quantity! 
Give the experts a call today and find out for yourself why thousands of life-long customers 

have put their trust in Billy Harris Roofing • 817-249-3338 • www.billyharris-roofi ng.com

817-249-3338 Same Crews Since 1992

Same Name & Number Since 1973
Previous Awards 
from 2006 to 2015

Vanity Tops                                           Tubs 
Whirlpool Tubs                         Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE
2927 Greenlee Park Trail

Weatherford, Texas 76088

  817-341-8970
Natural Granite  •  Solid Surface  •  Silestone

Hearing
Care Center
4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702
Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre
Phone: 817.263.1971

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
CHAPPELL

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
SERVICE AND REPAIR • LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

817-441-8633
• • NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS • •

817-443-9733
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR
LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor 

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100  
Aledo, TX 76008  
Bus. 817-441-4108 • Fax 800-656-0301 
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com 
www.edwardjones.com

Operated by a subsidary  
of NRT, LLC

KIMBERLY MEYER, 
ABR, CRS, GRI

REALTOR®

Cell (817) 929-0347
kimberly.meyer@cbdfw.com

5924 Convair Drive #420  
Fort Worth, TX 76109

www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer

Global Luxury Specialist

1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 817-504-7662817-504-7662
Call for availability · Boat & RV parking - $50Call for availability · Boat & RV parking - $50

10x10 $65 • 10x20 $95 • 10x30 $14010x10 $65 • 10x20 $95 • 10x30 $140

We have lots of room  
for your stuff!

1187 MINI STORAGE1187 MINI STORAGE

5 & 6 Inch Seamless Gutters • Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial • New & Repair

ROSS GUTTERS
In Business Since 1995

Office: 817-565-4658
Talk and text 817-771-9661

FREE SPLASH BLOCKS FOR A LIMITED TIME

Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

(817) 249-2028

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t

Ken Hartman, Proprietor

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry 
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

• COMPOSITION SHINGLES
• WOOD SHINGLES
• NEW ROOFS • REROOFS
• REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 • mobile (817) 996-2726

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

Insurance Claims Handled

Free 

Estim
ates

RACE AIR
Heating & Air Conditioning
47 Years Experience • Sales & Service

JASON SCOTT 817-269-6027
LICENSE #TACLB 63540E

TexSCAN Week of 
May 26-June 1, 2024

ACREAGE
Affordable Owner Financed Land. We have some 
of the best in Texas. Hill Country, South Texas, West 
Texas. 800-876-9720, texasranchland.com.

WATERFRONT LAND SALE June 1st Only. Off of 
Matagorda Bay, Texas’ Newest Waterfront Community, 
featuring 1-4 Acre Bay Access. Starting at $59,900. By 
Appointment Only. 830-310-6195.

Between Austin and Fort Worth – 5 acres, heavily 
wooded, square-shaped lot, priced below comps, 
$68,711. Call or text Bobby, 512-588-0871.

Buy My Hunting Ranch! 50 acres of prime hunting 
land convenient to San Antonio and Austin. Woods, 
fields, views – very peaceful. So many trophy deer 
and turkey – they’re like pests! Private gated entrance. 
Priced to sell at $280K – way below what other ranches 
sell for! Call or text Matt: 512-815-0690.

AUCTIONS
Bankruptcy Sale,  Bid Deadline June 14, 
TwentyFour25, Galleria Office Building, 2425 W. 
Loop South, Houston, TX. 11-Story, 285,000± SF, 
Class A Building. Sale Subject to Stalking Horse Bid 
of $18,600,0000. Minimum Overbid: $19,750,000. 
Ideal for office, hotel, residential or mixed-use. 855-
755-2300, HilcoRealEstateSales.com.

Large Absolute Auction Thurs., 10 a.m. June 
6. Beautiful New Home Furnishings & Decor,  
Commercial Office Furniture & Decor. 1,000’s of 
items, 100’s of lots. All furnishings brand new.  Items 
located at 4906 Topline, Dallas, TX. Inspection: Tues. 
June 4 & 5th 8 a.m.-5 p.m. and starting At 8 a.m. day 
of auction. Auction held at: Dakil Auctioneers, Inc., 
200 NW 114th St., Okla. City, OK. See website for 
detailed listing & pictures, 405-751-6179 Bid live 
on-line at www.dakil.com.

ENERGY
Backup power – peace of mind. Get a standard 
warranty of 7 years, $849 value. Call 888-925-0261, 
Briggs & Stratton Energy Solutions.

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just 
a generator. It’s a power move.

GUN SHOW
Bastrop Gun Expo June 1st & 2nd, Bastrop 
Convention Center, 1408 Chestnut St. B, Bastrop, 
texasgunshows.com.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time, 
waving ALL installation costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. Offer 
ends 6/30/24.) Call 855-965-0841.

LIVESTOCK AND PETS
When veterinary care is unavailable or unaffordable, 
ask for Happy Jack® animal healthcare products for 
cats, dogs, & horses. At Tractor Supply®. Distributed 
by Nelson Wholesale® (325) 643-3636.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus 
procedures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all the details! 855-901-
0467 www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

OIL & GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

WATER DAMAGE
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  
A small amount of water can lead to major damage 
in your home. Our trusted professionals do complete 
repairs to protect your family and your home’s value! 
Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027. Have zip code of service 
location ready when you call!.

   WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001. 

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
200 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

MEMBER 2024

TEXAS PRESS 
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           H A S
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ORDINANCE NO. 234

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE 
TOWN OF ANNETTA, TEXAS, BY APPROVING A SPECIAL USE 
PERMIT FOR THE USE OF AN ACCESSORY DWELLING ON A 
5.350 ACRE PARCEL AT 99 VIANNAH DRIVE; PROVIDING FOR 
THE AMENDMENT OF THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP TO REFLECT 
SUCH CHANGE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BE 
CUMULATIVE OF ALL ORDINANCES; PROVIDING A SAVINGS 
CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY CLAUSE; PROVIDING A 
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION IN THE 
OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Any person, firm or corporation who violates, disobeys, omits, 
neglects or refuses to comply with or who resists the enforcement 
of any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be fined not more 
than Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00) for each offense. Each 
day that a violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a separate 
offense.

The Town Secretary is hereby directed to publish this Ordinance in 
compliance with state law.

This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its pas-
sage and publication as required by state law and it is so ordained.

PASSED AND APPROVED on this 16th day of May, 2024. 

(s) Sandy Roberts 
Mayor

Attest: 
(s) Jamee Long 
Town Secretary

Legal Notice

The Aledo Independent School District (the District) is requesting 
proposals for RFP #2404-06 Coder Elementary Serving Line and 
Kitchen Equipment Replacement.    Specifications for this project 
may be obtained on the District’s electronic procurement system at 
https://aledoisd.ionwave.net/.     Proposals will be received until 3 
PM CT on June 10, 2024.  Proposals will be electronically unsealed 
and opened shortly after the specified time of closing. Late bids 
will be rejected as non-responsive. Accommodations and modifica-
tions for people with disabilities are available upon request; submit 
requests to Kim Whitley at kwhitley@aledoisd.org.   The District 
reserves the right to reject any and/or all proposals, to accept the 
proposal(s) that provide(s) the best value to the District, and to 
waive all formalities with respect thereto.

NEED EXTRA CASH !!! ???

Travel Trai lers l 5th Wheels   
Goosenecks l Bumper Pulls  

In Any Area!!!  Any Condition!!!
Old/New !!!    Dirty or Clean !!!

I PAY CA$H    956-466-7001
No Title – No Problem – We Can Apply For One

ANR Enterprises

I BUY RVs & 
MOBILE HOMEs

855.755.2300   HilcoRealEstateSales.com
U.S. Bankruptcy Court Southern District of Texas (Houston). Petition No. 23-34815 | In re: GALLERIA 2425 OWNER, LLC

11-Story, 285,000± SF, Class A Building

TwentyFour25
Galleria Office Building

2425 W. Loop South, Houston, TX

BID DEADLINE JUNE 14 ••••••••••
••••••••••

BANKRUPTCY SALE

Sale Subject to Stalking Horse Bid of $18,600,0000
Minimum Overbid: $19,750,000
Ideal for office, hotel, residential or mixed-use 

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

http://www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
http://www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer
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A Special 
Memory
Write about a special 

memory.

The verb honor means to 
respect a person or place.

HONOR

Try to use the word honor 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

The concert was held to 
honor soldiers who had 

died in battle.

This week’s word:

Standards Link: Newspaper: Understand that there are 
common conventions used in media. 

The obituaries in a newspaper or on a 
newspaper website tell about people who have 
recently died. Look at today’s obituaries and 
notice whether any of those who died had 
served in the military.

Obituaries

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

MEMORIAL
MOMENT
NATIONAL
SCOUTS
PATRIOTIC
CEREMONY
BRAVE
SERVED
MINUTE
PAUSE
DEFENDING
ARMY
CORPS
LIVES
GAVE
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Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

How many stars can you find?

Decoration Day began following 

the U.S. Civil War in 1868. 

Flowurs were placed on the 

graves of more than 20,000 

soldiers from bothe the North 

and South buries at Arlington 

National Cemetery. It was a day 

that people set aside to decorate 

the graves of soldiers who had 

dies fighting in the Civil War.

Memorial Day became a federal 

holliday in 1971. Banks, schools, 

government offices and many 

businesses closed on Memorial 

Day so that people could take 

time to honor and remembers 

those who died fighting for 

America.
 
The National Memorial Day 

Purade in Washington, D.C. is 

held every year. It begin in 2005, 

and by 2009, more than 300,000 

people lined the parade route.
Standards Link: Writing: Use strategies to 
edit written work.

Are you an eagle-eyed reader? 
Read the articles below and 

correct the eight spelling and 
grammar errors you find. The 

first one is done for you.

Memorial Day

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

On Memorial Day weekend 
each year, people enjoy 
barbecues, sporting events, 
camping, weekend getaways, 
theme parks and concerts. 
But Memorial Day is really 
about remembering those 
who gave their lives 
defending America and other 
free nations in wartime.

No matter where you live, at 
3:00 p.m. on the last Monday 

of May, you can participate in 
the National Moment of 
Remembrance. For one 
minute, Americans are asked 
to pause and think about the 
service men and women who 
died defending the freedoms 
we enjoy today. 

These brave men and women 
served in the Army, Navy, Air 
Force, Marine Corps and the 
Coast Guard.

Look in the newspaper 
for events in your town 
happening on Memorial 

Day. What special 
Memorial Day parade 

or ceremony could 
your family attend?

Memorial Day 
Observed

Standards Link: Research: 
Use the newspaper to locate 

information about local events.

craft sticks

glue

poster 
paint

paintbrush

Glue two craft 
sticks in a “V” 

shape as shown. 
Make five of 
these for each 
star you want 

to make.

Glue each of the 
“V” shapes together 

to form a star.

Paint the star red, white 
and blue. You can glue a 
craft stick on the bottom 

and place the stars in your 
garden or a flower pot for 
a Memorial Day display.

On Memorial Day, Boy 
Scouts and Girl Scouts often 
place small flags or candles 
beside headstones in military 
cemeteries across the nation.

Look closely at these flags. 
Only two of them are 
correct depictions of today’s 
American flag. Can you 
find them?

1.

3.

4.

5.

2.

6.

Color this window poster. Display it on Memorial Day.

Standards Link: Civics: Students know how various American holidays reflect the 
shared values, principles and beliefs of Americans.

Standards Link: Investigation: Find similarities and differences in common objects.
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Full Lawn MaintenanceFull Lawn Maintenance
Install Mulch And GravelInstall Mulch And Gravel

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES
rubenpcasas@gmail.comrubenpcasas@gmail.com

682.240.7853682.240.7853

DISC GOLF

Weatherford course growing in popularity and length
By John English
The Community News

It takes a community effort to 
maintain the Weatherford Disc Golf 
Course, and it would seem that 
everyone interested is on board.

Located at 115 E Lake Dr. near 
Lake Weatherford, the course pro-
vides locals with an opportunity 
to pursue a rapidly growing sport, 
socialize with friends and fellow cit-
izens and get a much-needed break 
from the hustle and bustle of their 
daily lives.

Originally designed as a nine-
hole park more than 20 years 
ago, the Weatherford Disc Golf 
Course has grown into an 18-hole 
facility that features scheduled 
“minis” - or tournaments - each 
week and provides people of all 
ages and skill levels with affordable 
entertainment.

Maintenance
Barry Noggle, a volunteer who 

helps run the course and has been 
playing there for more than two 
decades, said that he and other vol-
unteers willfully accept their roles 
as stewards and love to promote the 
sport to anyone interested.

“There have got to be a hundred 
disc golf courses in the Metro area,” 
Noggle said. “Basically, whoever 
lives close to them, you essential-
ly adopt that park. You try to get 
the city on board, and you have to 
explain it. Some cities are really 
good about it, and some are not. 
Some just don’t care about it or they 
don’t want it.

“But you have to have a group 
of people who are willing to do the 

up-keep because the city just kind 
of gives you the okay. People will 
come in to improve their par, but 
they don’t really want to help you 
too much...this is just our love of 
the sport, and being appreciative of 
having a place to do it.”

Noggle, 60, has been coming to 
the course since 2003 and said a lot 
of hard work went into making it 
what it is today.

“I started playing the course over 
20 years ago,” Noggle said. “There 
was a small group of us that tried 
to get that park turned around, 
because back in the day, there was 
an old dirt parking lot, and there 
would be condoms and needles. It 
was a place for people to hang out 
late at night and do whatever.

“We started kind of cleaning up 
the park and kind of adopted it and 
made it our mission to keep it clean. 
I think the community overall has 
been pretty happy with what we’ve 
done with it. It’s a well-used park 
now.”

Local growth
The club now has almost 100 

members, and Noggle said once the 
park moved from nine holes to 18 
holes in 2007, it really started to 
blossom.

“Then we really started running 
the minis,” Noggle said. “We run the 
minis for a two-fold reason. It gets 
people out there to play, but also we 
run it to help pay for things. 

“It’s like a dollar of your entry 
goes into the ace pot. Somebody 
gets a hole in one, they get paid a 
big ace pot. We’re also playing for 
cash, so say it’s a $10 entry, part of 

it goes to the payout, part of it goes 
to an ace pot, but also a dollar or 
two, for a lot of these courses, goes 
toward your course fund. We use 
that money to basically put in all of 
the concrete for the tee pads.”

Noggle said that the pads 
are what really make the course 
playable.

“You want a concrete pad to tee 
off from,” Noggle said. “You want to 
be on a stable, flat surface. so we put 
in all of the concrete pads and actu-
ally upgraded the baskets three or 
four years ago. So everything down 
there, basically the club has paid for 
it. The city comes in and mows and 
does a beautiful job. It is absolutely 
gorgeous, but that’s basically what 
they do is mow it. I came down 
there with a chainsaw and trimmed 
the trees and cleaned them up.”

Popularity explosion
Noggle said during his 20 years 

of involvement, he has watched the 
sport grow exponentially.

“It’s exploded,” Noggle said. 
“There was a time when you could 
go to that course at almost any time 
and pretty much have it to yourself. 
It gradually got to be more and 
more, and if you go out there on the 
weekends now, there’s a pretty good 
crowd. I run the mini on Saturday 
and we generally get 20 to 30 peo-
ple at each mini. A mini is like a 
league night.”

And there have been some mem-
orable experiences along the way.

“We used to host a thing that is 
called the Ice Bowl,” Noggle said. “We 
sponsor something that is like a food 
drive, charity event. A guy started it 

up in Michigan I think 30 years ago 
or more. The idea is that you have a 
tournament, but you do it in January 
or February when it’s freezing cold, 
just to get the true experience.

“We had one for eight or 10 
years, and we would give the money 
to Pythian House. We would raise 
money and food for them for a few 
years and then a different charity for 
a few years, but one year, we had a 
true Ice Bowl. It was a sheet of ice.”

The Willow Park man said it 
was 2016 and an ice storm had hit 
North Texas.

“Everybody that was there still 
talks about it,” Noggle said. “I 
couldn’t even get there from where I 
live because it’s so hilly. A guy came 
and picked me up in his four-wheel 

COURTESY OF WEATHERFORD DISC GOLF CLUB

The Weatherford Disc Golf Course in the spring with bluebonnets in bloom 
is a beautiful sight.

Turn to DISC, page 9

COURTESY OF WEATHERFORD DISC GOLF CLUB

The Weatherford Disc Golf Course 
can be played at night.
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