
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

Now, whether going east or 
west, whatever message is posted 
on the billboard near Willow Park 
City Hall, you can be sure it has 
the city’s seal of approval.

That’s because it came from 
the city, which now has control 
over both sides of the billboard.

Following up on previous 
action in which they leased the 
eastbound side of the billboard, 
at its meeting on Feb. 13 city 
council approved leasing the west-
bound side as well after Lamar 
Advertising Company informed 
them the prior occupants were 
not going to renew their lease. It 
was originally believed the lease 
on the eastbound side would 
be extended by the now former 

client, but when that changed 
the council capitalized on that 
opportunity as well in a previous 
decision.

The billboard is located on 
the southeast corner of City Hall, 
which is at 120 El Chico Tr.

Just as with the eastbound 
side, the city will use hotel occu-
pancy tax to pay for the one-year 

rental. Cost to rent per side is 
$31,680 on an annual basis, billed 
in four 13-week installments, 
including the initial cost of $480 
for artwork and any changes by 
the city thereafter.

To continue reading visit: https://
www.community-news.com/stories/
council-approves-billboard-con-
tract,72967”

By Jim Zimmerman
The Community News

The Town of Annetta held their 
city council meeting Thursday, Feb. 
15, and it was a very special meet-
ing for one of its most tenured staff 
members. 

Diana Kotlinski was recognized 
for 10 years of outstanding ser-
vice. Her recognized greeting, “It’s 
a great day in Annetta”, has been 
received by every citizen, patron, 
and contractor that has called over 
the last 10 years.

Kotlinski was given a standing 
ovation by all in attendance and 
presented with a 10-year service 
plaque by Mayor Sandy Roberts.

Upon presenting the plaque, 
Roberts reminded folks how 
Kotlinski started out part-time for a 
couple years before going full-time. 
She noted Kotlinski is a great asset 
and everyone that calls up loves to 
talk to her, calling her a wonder-
ful representative for the town of 
Annetta.

In other business
Poison Prevention Week: The 

council proclaimed March 17-23 
as Poison Prevention Week. This is 
a week to heighten awareness of 
the simple items around everyone’s 
household that can be easily con-
sumed by smaller children that can 
be hazardous and cause injury if not 
properly stored and put in a safe 
place.

Generators: The council approved 
purchasing a Generac 100 KW gener-
ator for The Lakes of Aledo and for 
water plant No. 4, pursuant to the 
Texas Commission of Environmental 
Quality’s requirements. Each genera-
tor will cost $35,089.

Nextlink: Council authorized 
Mayor Roberts to sign a lease agree-
ment with Nextlink to be the city’s 
internet provider.

The Town of Annetta holds its 
meetings at 7 p.m. on the third 
Thursday of each month. The next 
meeting will be March 21.
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Council approves billboard contract
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The City of Willow Park posted this message on the eastbound side a 
billboard near City Hall recently. As of the Feb. 13 council meeting, the 
city has now also leased the westbound side.

ANNETTA

Kotlinski recognized 
for decade of service

ALEDO ISD

Budgetary concerns weigh heavy

EDUCATION

Aledo ISD names  
new principal 

Primary election 
looms
By Ryan Wade
The Community News

After months of discussion and 
pleas to Aledo’s state representa-
tives in Austin for school funding, 
the reality of the monetary bur-
den facing Aledo ISD and schools 
across the state loomed as a dark 
cloud over the Aledo ISD Board 

of Trustees meeting on Monday, 
Feb. 19.

“Because schools across the 
state didn’t get additional funding 
from the state legislature in 2023, 
it’s very serious,” warned Aledo 
superintendent Dr. Susan Bohn. 
“I’ve told the staff - and I’ve talked 
to every single one of them – to 
say that I would love to tell you 
that we’re going to take care of it 
all up here, that they don’t have to 

worry about it, and they can tend 
to the important work they do with 
children every day. But the truth is, 
that it’s serious and it's dire.”

Heading into the 2023 legis-
lative session the state of Texas 
held approximately a $38 billion 
surplus. Roughly 10 percent of that 
surplus was earmarked to increase 
funding for public education 

Street will lead new 
Lynn McKinney  
Elementary School
By Mercedes Mayer
Aledo ISD

 Aledo ISD has named Heather 
Street as prin-
cipal at the 
new Lynn 
McKinney 
Elementary 
School, 
AISD’s sev-
enth, that will 
open in the 
fall of 2024. 
McKinney 
Elementary 
is being built 
as a part of the Aledo Bond 
program that passed in May 
of 2023; it is the largest single 
project in the 2023 bond pro-
gram.

 Street has been the princi-
pal at Walsh Elementary School  
in Aledo ISD since 2021. Prior 
to that, she was an assistant 
principal and International 
Baccalaureate curriculum coor-
dinator at Bright Academy in the 
Frisco ISD from 2018 to 2021. 
Street was an assistant principal 
at Vandagriff Elementary School 
in Aledo ISD from 2015 to 2018 
and also a districtwide behav-
ioral intervention specialist for 
AISD from 2014 to 2015. She 
worked for the Fort Worth ISD 
from 2006 to 2014 as a district 
lead behavioral specialist (2009-
2014) and as a fifth grade math 
and science teacher at Luella 

Merrett and Western Hills ele-
mentary schools (2006-2009).

 “We are excited to have Mrs. 
Street open Lynn McKinney 
Elementary and also that she 
will continue to be a valued part 
of our Bearcat Leadership team,” 
Superintendent Dr. Susan Bohn 
said. “While I know it will be 
hard for her to step away from 
Walsh at the end of this school 
year, we are grateful that she 
came to us to express interest 
in this opportunity to grow her 
leadership through the opening 
of this new campus.”  

 Street has a Bachelor of 
Science from Texas Christian 
University and a master’s in 
Education from Tarleton State 
University. Previously, Street was 
a Teacher of the Year at Western 
Hills Elementary (2007-2008) 
and also at Luella Merrett 
Elementary (2008-2009), and 
she was nominated for Aledo 
ISD’s IDEA award in 2016, 2017 
and 2018 and for the Aledo ISD 
Don Daniel Administrator of the 
Year award in 2016 and 2017.

 “The chance to open a new 
school - especially one named 
after Mrs. McKinney - is an 
opportunity I couldn’t pass up,” 
Street said. “I am thrilled to be 
given this opportunity and can’t 
wait to build an incredible com-
munity of McKinney Elementary 
Bearcats next school year! 

 “I am so proud of what we 
have built together and accom-
plished at Walsh, and I can’t wait 
to see the continued success of 
the students and staff at Walsh,” 
Street said. 

Heather Street

Bi-District Champs

ALEDO ISD 

The Aledo Bearcat basketball team won the bi-district game against Arlington Heights on Tuesday, Feb. 20 in 
Cleburne. To read more turn to Page 12. 

Turn to BOARD, page 6
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DON’T LET MIKE OLCOTT 
SPEND YOUR TAX 

DOLLARS ON ILLEGAL 
IMMIGRANTS

Mike supports a plan that gives your 
tax dollars directly to illegal immigrants 

through school vouchers

PD. POL. ADV. BY GLENN ROGERS CAMPAIGN

VOTE FOR

TO STOP THIS FROM HAPPENING

Early Voting: 
February 20-March 1 
Election Day: 
Tuesday, March 5, 2024

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Willow Springs Cemetery
African American 
burial ground rich in 
history
By Christopher Amos
The Community News

The struggle for equal treatment 
for all people continues, but there 
was a time segregation was once 
not only the norm in the U.S., but 
also the law. 

In many places, African Americans 
were told where they could and could 
not sit, eat, work, live, and even where 
to be laid to rest.

A fence separates the east and 
west portions of Willow Springs 
Cemetery in Willow Park at the 
northeast corner of FM 5 Mikus 
Road and the I-20 service road. The 
barrier separates white and black 
families, and it is this smaller African 
American section where some rich 
Parker County history lies.

Parker County settlers established 
Elm Grove Methodist Church in 
1854, a white congregation in present 
day south Willow Park. The cemetery 
was an offshoot of the church. The 
building is long gone, but the ceme-
tery and its history remains.

A Texas Historical Commission 
marker stands sentinel at the 
grave site of freed slave Lawson 
D. Gratz. It recognizes his service 
in the Civil War as a first sergeant 
in the 114th U.S. Colored Infantry, 
his involvement in the battles of 
Petersburg and Richmond, Virginia 
and his presence at the Appomattox 
Courthouse to witness the surren-
der of General Robert E. Lee.

Name change
After his service in the Civil 

War, Gratz continued with the 10th 
U.S. Cavalry and served until 1872. 
He, his wife Rosa, and nine chil-
dren moved from Albany, Texas to 
Annetta in 1892.

Joe Gratts, who heads volun-
teer upkeep in the black section of 

the cemetery, explained the original 
Gratz family name came from slave 
owner Benjamin Gratz. It was mis-
spelled Grats when the soldier joined 
the 10th Cavalry, which was not 
uncommon in handwritten records 
in those days. The extra T unexplica-
bly appeared in the family name later.

Gratts found an 1897 record 
declaring owner David Yeary sold the 
property for $50. The deed reads, “To 
the colored citizens of the Annetta 
community for the purpose of giving 
a place for the burial of their dead.”

Search continues for the burial 
site of another of his ancestors, 
Lewis Swan, who Gratts believes is 
lost in Willow Springs Cemetery.

“My great great grandfather, 
Lewis Swan, started buying in 
Annetta and donated five acres to 
the black community for a church, 
which was also used as school for 
the kids during the week and then 
church on Sundays,” Gratts said.

Swan School
In time, the school burned, Swan 

died, and the land changed hands.

CHRIS AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Jeff Brazzell stands at the grave of 
his great great grandfather, John W. 
Brazzell, who arrived on Annetta in 
a covered wagon.

Turn to WILLOW, page 6

First black councilman
By Ryan Wade
The Community News

Legacy.
It’s a word we don’t use much 

anymore, but it’s something the 
ancients thought of incessantly. 

Perhaps it’s something we all 
should think of more. After all, 
we’ll all leave one. 

Choosing to leave a legacy of 
purpose and accomplishment has 
the ability to fill posterity with 
confidence and guide them as 
they strive to etch out a posi-
tive legacy of their own. A life 
lived haphazardly or destructive-
ly can often leave generations yet 
unborn to carry the burden of 
disappointment and shame. 

Nelson Rowls has sought to live 
his life as an example from the 
time he was a young man - an 
example to his children, an exam-
ple to his future grandchildren, 
and an example to any young peo-
ple in need of one as they seek their 
own path in life. 

He’s a man who is intentional 
about the example he lives out for 
others to see. He is also a man who 
cares deeply for the legacy he will 
one day leave behind. 

More than his  
own legacy

He doesn’t just care about his 
own legacy. He cares about the 
legacy of Aledo as well.

Making news headlines around 
the DFW metroplex and across the 
Lone Star State is nothing new for 
Aledo. Bearcat football’s prowess is 
known far and wide. But in April 
2021, Aledo made national news 
for all the wrong reasons.

A group of students at the 
Daniel Ninth Grade center decid-
ed one fateful evening to host a 
“slave auction” on Snapchat where 
their peers could “bid” on several 

of their black classmates. It was a 
terrible act that undermined the 
humanity of those students who 
were victimized by the horrendous 
actions of a few of their classmates, 
for sure.

While that event was not the 
reason Rowls ultimately decided 
to throw his hat in the ring for city 
council in 2022, it certainly was a 
reason.

“I remember saying at the time, 
‘The actions of a few, young teen-
agers is not how Aledo is,’” Rowls 
recounted. “One reason I want-
ed to get involved is because I 
don’t want people to put a slant on 
our city like that. Our city is not 
what the actions of a few imma-
ture teenagers did one night at the 
computer. 

“I think me being an African 
American, sitting on the park 
board and getting elected as a city 
councilman, that should show peo-
ple - not just in Parker County and 
Tarrant County and all around - 
that isn’t the case. I like my city. I 
want to be here forever. I just don’t 
want people thinking that’s what 
we’re about, because it’s not.”

Historical vote
When the time came months 

later, Rowls’ name appeared on the 
ballot for city council in this small, 
yet proud North Texas town. In 
May of 2022 when all the ballots 
had been collected and all the votes 
tallied, he became the first black 
city councilman in Aledo history. 
Then, last July he made history 
again when he was unanimously 
named the first black mayor pro 
tem in Aledo by his fellow council 
members.

“Nelson and I were elected at 
the same time to serve the City 
of Aledo and it has been a plea-
sure to work with him throughout 
the years,” Mayor Nick Stanley 
extolled. “Nelson’s election to city 

council in May of 2022 and later 
mayor pro tem in July of 2023 was 
a historical occasion as he was the 
first African American to hold a 
place on the Aledo City Council. 

“I believe diversity creates an 
environment that encourages suc-
cess, and I was glad to see this 
diversity achieved in our last city 
council election. Nelson is a true 
pillar of this community who 
embodies positivity and is a dedi-
cated public servant who takes the 
time to support the city we both call 
home and the people who live here. 
He and I both value the ‘Aledo Way 
of Life’, which puts family, friends, 
neighbors, and our city’s rich histo-
ry first. I look forward to continuing 
in service with him to bring only the 
best to our residents and visitors,” 
Stanley continued.

Life before 
While Rowls isn’t a native 

Aledoan, he is a local. Born and 
raised in Fort Worth by his moth-
er, he’s spent the majority of his 
life right here in the Metroplex. 
After graduating from high school 
in Fort Worth, Nelson headed a 
couple hours east in pursuit of 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Rowls makes Aledo history

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Aledo councilman Nelson Rowls.

Turn to HISTORY, page 6
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A federal judge is expected 
to rule quickly on the constitu-
tionality of a Texas law about to 
go into effect that institutes new 
state penalties for illegal bor-
der crossings. During a hearing 
last week, U.S. District Judge 
David Ezra said he had con-
cerns that other states would 
follow Texas’ lead in creating 
their own immigration laws – a 
power given exclusively to the 
federal government under the 
U.S. Constitution.

The Austin American-
Statesman reported the U.S. 
Justice Department sued the 
state over the law set to go into 
effect next month. It would allow 
any law enforcement official in 
the state to arrest someone here 
illegally, with mandatory sen-
tences of between six months 
and 20 years.

An attorney with the Texas 
attorney general’s office argued 
the state’s immigration law 
should be seen as necessary 
because of increased illegal 
immigration. Ezra questioned 
the ramifications of Texas setting 
a precedent for other states to 
reject federal authority and cre-
ate their own immigration laws.

“I will try to get my decision 
out as quickly as I possibly can,” 
he said, noting that however he 
rules, it will be appealed.

Paxton, Cornyn trade 
barbs over aid bill

U.S. Sen. John Cornyn and 
Texas Attorney General Ken 
Paxton escalated their feud last 
week, after Cornyn backed a $95 
billion aid package to Ukraine, 
Israel and Taiwan, The Dallas 
Morning News reported. Paxton 
on social media blasted Cornyn, 
with the senator responding that 
the embattled attorney general 
should mind his own business 
– specifically his pending securi-
ties fraud trial.

“Unbelievable that @
JohnCornyn would stay up all 
night to defend other coun-
tries borders, but not America,” 
Paxton posted on X, formerly 
Twitter.

Cornyn quickly responded.
“Ken, your criminal defense 

lawyers are calling to suggest 
you spend less time pushing 
Russian propaganda and more 
time defending longstanding 

felony charges against you in 
Houston, as well as ongoing 
federal grand jury proceedings 
in San Antonio that will prob-
ably result in further criminal 
charges,” he wrote on X.

Painfully slow rollout 
of broadband feared

Texas is due to receive $3.3 
billion in federal funds for 
expanding broadband internet, 
but internet providers in rural 
areas are worried the money 
won’t be used efficiently to 
improve high-speed connections 
for the 7 million residents now 
lacking that resource.

The Texas Tribune reported 
a relatively new state office is 
trying to build a staff to oversee 
the work, noting earlier feder-
al funding programs have seen 
limited success because many 
companies underestimated the 
costs to install broadband in 
sparsely populated areas.

“We want to make sure that 
there’s a responsible allocation of 
these dollars,” said Rusty Moore, 
COO of Big Bend Telephone 
Company in Alpine. “We’ve been 
very vocal about where the chal-
lenges are.”

The Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act signed by President 
Joe Biden in 2021 provides $42.5 
billion nationwide for broadband 
access and aims to connect 2.5 
million households in Texas. 
Texas received the largest por-
tion of the funds and created the 
Broadband Development Office 
to manage disbursement of its 
share.

Democrats propose bill 
to connect Texas to 
national grids

Two Democratic members of 
the U.S. House of Representatives 
plan to introduce legislation 

that would require the Electric 
Reliability Council of Texas to 
connect to major electric grids 
outside of Texas, the Houston 
Chronicle reported.. The mea-
sure, sponsored by Rep. Greg 
Casar, D- Texas, and Rep. 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, 
D-N.Y., said Texans would save 
money, avoid blackouts, and 
help fight the climate crisis since 
Texas leads the nation in clean 
energy production.

“Over 10 million Texans need-
lessly lost power, hundreds of 
people died, and there were these 
mass power outages that we all 
knew could have been avoided,” 
Casar said in a news confer-
ence last week, referring to the 
February 2021 winter storm.

Nearly all of Texas is served 
by the state’s stand-alone grid 
system, except for parts of East 
Texas, El Paso and the upper 
Panhandle.

Nonmedical vaccine 
exemptions at record 
levels

Vaccine exemptions for non-
medical reasons hit record levels 
among Texas schoolchildren last 
year, the Chronicle reported, with 
3.24% of Texas kindergarteners 
receiving an exemption “for rea-
sons of conscience,” according to 
the Texas Department of State 
Health Services. That’s almost 
double the rate from 10 years ago.

The exemptions are part of 
the “post-pandemic momentum 
behind anti-vaccine messag-
ing,” the story said. A number of 
bills were filed during the 2023 
legislative session to restrict 
education regarding vaccines 
and access to vaccines. House 
Bill 44 was signed into law and 
took effect last September. It 
threatens to withhold Medicaid 
funding for physicians who 
refuse to offer vaccine exemp-
tions for patients.

“I’m looking at the unintend-
ed consequences that lawmakers 
aren’t necessarily thinking about 
because they want to get their 
win and move on,” said Rekha 
Lakshmanan, chief strategy 
officer at The Immunization 
Partnership. “But then, all of us 
Texans are left holding the bag.”
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Commentaryy

Politics is full of hyperbole.
Donald Trump warned that 

if Joe Biden was elected. we 
wouldn’t have a country any 
more.

Biden warns that democracy 
is at stake if Trump is re-elected.

Last time I checked, we still 
have a country and we still have 
a democracy.

“True believers” on either side 
probably earnestly believe the 
hype, but I think voters in general 
take it with a grain of salt.

However, a line is crossed 
when political “hype” becomes 
dangerous disinformation, which 
is happening at an alarming rate 
locally.

At this newspaper, we strive 
on our news pages to be as objec-
tive as possible. On our staff we 
have people with a variety of 
political opinions, but our pol-
icy is that those opinions are 
“checked at the door’ when writ-
ing news items.

At the same time, occasionally 
a situation occurs that is so egre-
gious that something must be 
said. In those instances, there can 
be no objectivity, because giving 
“both sides” is not fair to the truth 
of the situation.

Such a case is the race for 
state representative in House 
District 60 between Dr. Glenn 
Rogers and Michael Olcott.

People who have voted in 
Republican primaries (like me and 
the vast majority of Parker County 
voters) are getting their mailboxes 
and social media flooded with hit 
pieces attacking Rogers.

I have received a couple of 
pieces attacking Olcott, but 
nothing like the asymmetri-
cal bombing that is happening 
against Rogers.

In my mailbox it started with 
a photo of Rogers and the oblig-
atory addition of Nancy Pelosi, as 
if there was any crossover of polit-
ical thought between the two, 
with hundred-dollar bills floating 
in the background, proclaiming 
with the big word “FACT”that 
“Glenn Rogers voted with every 
Democrat to increase his pension 
this session.”

Except it is not a fact. It’s a lie.
First and foremost, Rogers 

does not even qualify to receive a 
state pension at this point in his 
career as a state representative. 

The back side of the mailer had a 
big photo of Rogers on a “Wanted” 
poster with the word “CRIME” in 
large capital letters.

The mailer originated from 
“Texans for Fiscal Responsibility.”

Here’s a shocker for you. Their 
current campaign finance report 
shows no contributors, and a 
total of $60 in contributions, 
leading to the question: “who are 
these people?”

The same organization sent 
out at least two additional mail-
ers accusing Rogers of a “reckless 
spending spree” and again dou-
bling down on the pension lie.

I would like to talk to some-
one from that organization for 
consultation on financial efficien-
cy. It’s amazing what they have 
been able to do on just $60!

And then there’s the mailer 
from “MakeLibertyWin” accusing 
Rogers of taking food off your 
child’s table (I kid you not).

The return address on the 
mailer is Dallas, but the orga-
nization’s registered location 
is Alexandria, Virginia. Their 
campaign finance report shows 
$380,000 on hand, but guess 
what — no list of contributors.

I have six large mailers from 
the “AFC Victory Fund,” also 
based in Alexandria, Virginia.

Now these folks have some 
money on hand — more than $5 

million. (I guess it costs more 
than $60 to mail large glossy 
attack pieces from Virginia).

AFC Victory Fund’s largest 
contributor is Betsy DeVos, and 
its stated purpose is to defeat 
Texas legislators who stand in the 
way of getting educational vouch-
ers passed.

The AFC mailers use the 
phrase “liberal unions” a lot, 
always with a grainy photo 
of Rogers, and all extreme-
ly misleading in terms of their 
characterization of Rogers’ voting 
record and political philosophy.

Oh, and also another “Wanted” 
poster — how original.

The latest attack piece I 
received came from “Texans 
United for a Conservative 
Majority PAC.”

This PAC shows one contribu-
tion of $20,000, but more than 
$1 million on hand. And while 
their filing is short on informa-
tion, we actually know who these 
people are.

Their lineage goes back to an 
organization called “Empower 
Texans,” which ran into hot water 
when some of their leaders were 
recorded making light of Gov. 
Abbott being in a wheelchair. 
When the brand lost its luster, 
they re-branded as “Defend Texas 
Liberty PAC.”

Slings&Arrows
Don’t let character assassination affect your vote

Randy Keck
rkeck@community-news.com

Texas’ prime grilling season 
is only weeks away. I await in 
the shadow of a conundrum, not 
knowing whether to mark off 
calendar days with giddy antic-
ipation or be “gloomed” like 
Charlie Brown stumbling away 
from another setback.

There’s a certain limpness 
accompanying the unknown. 
That’s how I remember a sudden 
desire at age 30 to learn to play 
the organ, blowing off a warning 
to allot plenty of practice time. 
Right off, I bought a Wurlitzer 
transistorized model on a month-
ly pay-out plan. Months later, I 
sold it for pennies on the dollar.

The pattern started with my 
first and only childhood violin 
lesson. I didn’t want to go, but 
parentally driven, I fumbled 
through it, knocking over a lamp, 
tracking mud into the teacher’s 
home and finally dropping the 
fiddle. “If you don’t shape up this 
minute,” she said sternly, “I’m 
going to tell your folks that you 
have definite promise.”

This is a new day and a new 
challenge. This time, I’m “locked 
and loaded.” First off, I have a 
55-gallon, custom-built steel 
grill that takes three strong men 
to move and one strong man to 
lift the lid. No one lives here with 
such attributes, so I’ve decided to 
sell it. (It is embarrassing to ask 
neighbors repeatedly to lift and/
or lower the grill lid.)

There is hope, however, with 
a state-of-the-art Camp Chef, 
charcoal pellet-burning, WiFi-
equipped grill I bought from a 
man who is good at grilling and 
desired a bigger one, perhaps to 
feed neighbors in all directions.

Curses!  The purchase may 
have been ill-advised. It didn’t 

Idle American

Grilling 
Groans

Dr. Don Newbury
newbury@speakerdoc.com

Turn to LAW, page 4 Turn to GRILL, page 4

Turn to POLITICS, page 4

https://www.community-news.com/stories/federal-judge-appears-skeptical-of-new-border-law,73079
https://www.community-news.com/stories/dont-let-character-assassination-affect-your-vote,73081
https://www.community-news.com/stories/grilling-groans,73080
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Sundays
Bible Study 8:30 AM
Service 10:00 AM

PARKER COUNTY COWBOY CHURCH
PCCC

Sunday Service 
10:00 AM

16250 Old Weatherford Road
Aledo, Texas

For current Mass Times visit our website at:
www.HolyRedeemerAledo.org

For more information contact the Parish Office at 817-441-3500aledoumc.org 

your church since 1878

@Oak and Pecan (817) 441 8329
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united methodist church
ALEDO

Sundays
Contemporary Service 9am

Traditional Service 11am
Online Worship - aledoumc.org
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Adult Bible Study 

ChildChildren’s JAM (K-5th)
Students @ the Quad
Vocal and Bell Choirs 

Computers now scoring 
STAAR essays

Written responses on the 
state’s performance exam will 
most likely be scored by a com-
puter, The News reported. The 
Texas Education Agency rolled 
out a new model for evaluating 
student answers on the State of 
Texas Assessment of Academic 
Readiness (STARR) in December, 
saying three-quarters of written 
responses are graded by an “auto-
mated scoring engine.”

The automated scoring engine 
is “programmed by humans, 
overseen by humans, and is ana-
lyzed at the end by humans,” said 
Jose Rios, director of the student 
assessment division for TEA, told 
The News.

TEA officials said the new test 
format, which includes essays at 
every grade level, would require 
four to five times the number of 
human scorers and cost up to 
$20 million more. Under the new 
format, only one in four student 
essays will be scored by a human.
Gary Borders is a veteran 
award-winning Texas journalist. 
He published a number of com-
munity newspapers in Texas 
during a 30-year span, includ-
ing in Longview, Fort Stockton, 
Nacogdoches, Lufkin and Cedar 
Park. Email: gborders@texaspress.
com.

LAW
from page 3

dawn on me what “WiFi-equipped” 
portends. I’m afraid it means there’s 
a good chance it involves my smart-
phone, and at the moment, we are 
not “speaking.” The grill handbook 
says I can--with my phone--control 
grilling from my easy chair or from 
other time zones. Truth to tell, I 
just want to master the art in “pres-
ent tense,” smelling the aroma and 
seeing the flames that may need 
squirting.

Almost forgot . On one end, 
there’s a small butane burner, sug-
gesting that I can cook two things 
at once. Again, a challenge looms.

I headed for Lowe’s, not notic-
ing that I parked within a few feet 
of the Blue Rhino display that 
includes dozens--if not hundreds-
-of cannisters of butane, or maybe 
it’s propane, or maybe they’re the 
same thing.

Inside the store, I asked a couple 
of “associates” about the location of 
those butane “thingamajigs,” since 
“cannister” was a term I’d hear later 
in the visit. One employee directed 
me to lawn/garden, and another 
suggested aisle eight. I decided to 
visit customer service for specific 
directions.

The gracious woman answered, 
“They’re outside, since they can’t 
legally be brought inside the store. 
Pay for it at the register, and some-
one will accompany you to the Blue 
Rhino display.”

All went well. I paid, and a lady 
showed up with a key to unlock the 
bin containing stacks of cannis-
ters, each splashed with big letters: 
“FLAMMABLE.” (This made me 
ponder whether there’s a difference 
between “flammable” and “inflam-
mable,” but such discourse is for 
another time.)

Before leaving, I noticed that 
Lowe’s offers free tire inflation 
adjacent to the Blue Rhino display. 
Hmmm, maybe there’s a reason I’ve 
never seen anyone getting air there. 
Some may fear a malfunctioning air 
hose--or errant cars moving with-
in a few feet of the display--could 
cause an explosion. Who knows? 
My immediate concern was mas-
tering safe use of butane at one end 
of my grill and electrically-ignited 
charcoal pellets at the other.

Later, I thought of the old joke 
about a parachutist whose ‘chute 
didn’t open and the old couple who 
replaced their woodstove with a 
butane replacement they didn’t 
know how to ignite.

They met in midair, him going 
downward as the couple soared 
upward. “Know anything about 
parachutes?” the former frantically 
asked.

“No,” one oldster responded, “Do 
you know anything about butane 
stoves?”
Dr. Newbury, longtime university 
president and author, writes week-
ly and speaks throughout Texas. 
Contact: 817-447-3872. Email: new-
bury@speakerdoc.com.

GRILL
from page 3

You may or may not remem-
ber that the head of Defend Texas 
Liberty was Jonathan Stickland, 
who, in addition to being the only 
contributor to the “Concerned 
Parents of Aledo PAC” that opposed 
the last school bond election, was 
also caught meeting with Nick 
Fuentes, a Nazi sympathizer, on the 
same day that Texas GOP Chair 
Matt Rinaldi also just happened to 
stop by.

Oops.
Defend Texas Liberty became 

a toxic brand, and now they are 
“Texans United for a Conservative 
Majority PAC.”

Their major funding comes from 
West Texas billionaires Tim Dunn 
and Farris Wilks, who apparently 
own the Texas Senate and are now 
on their way to buying the House of 
Representatives.

Their goal, aside from disman-
tling public education, is to have 
Texas be ruled according to their 
version of Christianity, which con-
dones lying and utilizing misleading 
messages to gain their political 

aims, and supports morally repre-
hensible office holders as long as 
they are sufficiently “conservative.”

The flyer from Empower Texans/
Defend Texas Liberty/Texans 
United… again used the now tired 
photo of Nancy Pelosi, attempting 
to associate Rogers with someone 
who has absolutely no political 
overlap,

They also added photos of 
California Rep. Adam Schiff and 
Senator Mitt Romney, which I 
guess passes for creativity among 
these folks.

I also received a mailer accusing 
Rogers of allowing seven million 
illegal immigrants to cross the bor-
der since he took office. Again, I kid 
you not.

In terms of the mailers polluting 
my mailbox, I have saved the worst 
for last.

A mailer arrived with the blar-
ing headline “WE DON’T WANT 
SHARIA LAW IN TEXAS.”

The other side of the mail-
er accused Rogers of wanting tax 
dollars to go to celebrate Muslim 
holidays.

There is so much wrong with 
this mailer I don’t know where 
to start. Republicans around the 

state rightly condemned the mailer, 
which also attacked Republicans in 
other parts of the state. It was fac-
tually false, it was misleading, and 
it was insulting to the intelligence 
of anyone who received it.

But wait, there’s more.
The mailer was sent by “Texas 

Family Project,” which is run by 
Brady Gray, who prides himself on 
the fact he worked for Stickland’s 
organization. Gray is also chairman 
of the Republican Party of Parker 
County!

Last time I checked, taking sides 
was not an appropriate role for a 
county chair.

Although early voting has begun, 
I’m sure the attacks will continue, 
and we will probably learn that 
Glenn Rogers eats babies and steals 
lunch money from orphans.

You may be reading this think-
ing I am advocating to vote for 
Rogers, but I’m not. You should vote 
based on who you think would best 
represent you in the Texas House of 
Representatives.

But you should not vote based 
on the character assassination of a 
good man.

POLITICS
from page 3

I was headed home on FM5 
recently on a clear, normal day. 
Then one of those split-second 
moments when time seems to 
cease, occurred. 

A vehicle driving in the oppos-
ing lane began a slow but steady 
drift into my lane, head-on. I 
remember thinking, “I am going 
to have to veer right, off the road, 
through some fences, and hope my 
car comes to a halt.”

I was beginning to make that 
move when the other vehicle 
swerved sharply back into his lane.

I was able to abort the desper-
ate move and slowly pulled back 
on the road from the shoulder.

I still can’t believe how close I 
was to a head-on collision.

If  I had to make the move, my 
car would have been damaged and 
some fences and other property 
would have been destroyed. But 
somehow I remembered a lesson 
from driver’s education — avoid 
head-on collisions at all costs.

I remember seeing a young 
man behind the wheel staring 
down at what must have been his 
phone. He had to know he was a 

split second from death. Had he 
missed me, he was headed off the 
road himself.

Is it as dangerous to text 
and drive as it is to drive while 
intoxicated? 

According to a Car and Driver 
magazine article published years 
ago, it may be worse to text while 
driving. (https://www.carand-
driver.com/features/a16580948/
texting-while-driving-how-dan-
gerous-is-it/)

Some readers may remember 
that I wrote about this article a 
few years ago. My  recent experi-
ence has caused me to revisit it.

How many times have we driv-
en down the highway, overtaking 
a slow vehicle weaving from side 
to side?

Then you get along beside 
them and they are staring down at 
their phone.

I suggest reading the Car and 
Driver article. The difference in reac-
tion times from a drunk driver were 
astounding. The texting drivers had 
a much slower reactions. Car and 
Driver conducted a controlled test 
on a former U.S. Air Force runway.

I confess I have texted while 
driving in the past but, I do not 
now after learning the dangers. 

A lot of people think that they 
are immune, that it won’t happen 
to them —until it does, or worse, 
maybe their child.

I haven’t yet put  a bumper 
sticker that I saw that says “ Hang 
Up and Drive!” on my car. But I 
am thinking about it.

Thistles&Roses

Reckless Driving

Richard Henderson
richard@rahenderson.com

Your Views
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Abbott’s revenge tour
Governor Greg Abbott has lost 

his mind over the obsession with 
school vouchers, the private school 
entitlement program (so called 
“school choice”).

 Currently he’s on a revenge 
tour against all sixteen most-
ly rural Republicans who voted 
against a voucher program, with 
Representative Glenn Rogers 
being one of them. Abbott should 
understand that Glenn Rogers 

voted for his district, to protect 
Aledo ISD against an eventual 
financial drain, due to a costly 
unregulated voucher system that 
would expand the current bureau-
cracy (TEA). Aledo teachers, 
parents, and Republican voters 
should stand uniform against this 
threat to Aledo ISD and vote for 
Glenn Rogers for Texas House 
District 60.

- Robert Cox
Aledo, TX

LETTERS POLICY
The Community News welcomes letters from readers on topics of 
local interest. Letters should be signed and should be limited to 
approximately 300 words. Please include a telephone number or 
other contact information so the identity of the letter writer can be 
verified. Send letters to The Community News, P.O. Box 1031, Aledo, 
TX 76008 or e-mail to news@community-news.com.

https://www.community-news.com/stories/federal-judge-appears-skeptical-of-new-border-law,73079
https://www.community-news.com/stories/grilling-groans,73080
https://www.community-news.com/stories/dont-let-character-assassination-affect-your-vote,73081
https://www.community-news.com/stories/reckless-driving,73082
https://www.community-news.com/stories/abbotts-revenge-tour,73083
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A great way to start the day!
The CommuniTy news

Dinner, auction, music gala benefits TCA education
Legacy Dinner ex-
ceeds expectation
By Christopher Amos
The Community News

Trinity Christian Academy's 
major fundraiser, the Boots and 
Pearls Legacy Dinner, sold out long 
before the Friday, Feb. 9 event. The 
dinner, auction, and music gala was 
at The Brooks event facility on Lake 
Weatherford.

“The goal for this Legacy Dinner 
event was $125,000. We crushed 
that goal with over $154,000,” said 
Nicole Reynolds, development 
coordinator for the school.

The apex raffle item was a 2023 
Onward Club golf cart, a four pas-
senger golf and multi-purpose 
cart valued at $15,600. Vacation 
packages, a Pat Green autographed 
guitar, and high-end custom boots 

and hats were among items in the 
auctions. The Onward Club cart 
was won by Ashley Healey.

“It was incredible to see the room 
filled with so many people sup-
porting what we do here at Trinity 
Christian,” Reynolds added. “It was 
the most successful Legacy Dinner 
we have had, and It was also special 
having live entertainment.”

A concert by recording artist 
Josh Weathers followed the dinner 
and auction. Weathers has released 
two albums, Wild Ones and Love 
Like You Mean It, and his next local 
public appearance will be Friday, 
March 22, at Billy Bob's Texas. 
Weathers’ music can be heard on 
many music streaming platforms 
and interviews and performances 
from The Texas Music Scene can be 
found on Youtube.

PHOTOS BY CHRIS  AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

James and Pam Dorrell admire items in the TCA Legacy Banquet silent auction.

Dusty and Megan Speaks pose for a portrait outside The 
Brooks banquet hall.

TCA school board president Bert 
Thompson  speaks with Scott Johnson.

Dru and Stefan Altheide, and Jana and Lyle Bremmeyer turned out for the 
western-themed occasion.

Jennifer Dickerson and Shanen Palmer are shown with a 
live auction bidder card.

Charles and Natalie Paul warmed up in front of the 
fireplace at The Brooks.

Josh Weathers provided the after-dinner entertainment.

Roger and Adrea Dagley are shown with TCA music 
director Chris Dorrell and wife Maggie.

https://www.community-news.com/stories/dinner-auction-music-gala-benefits-tca-education,73084


across the state for the next two 
years, allowing the Republican-led 
legislature in both the State House 
and Senate to pass sweeping prop-
erty tax reform.

While between $4-$6 billion 
was earmarked by the legislature for 
additional public education fund-
ing, the legislative session came and 
went without the legislature passing 
any laws to distribute those funds to 
schools across the Lone Star state. 

With funding still tied up in 
Austin, Governor Greg Abbott 
called four special sessions before 
the Christmas holiday to pro-
vide more time for the legislature 
to pass a law. However, school 
funding ended up being held hos-
tage by the State House in order 
to force an up vote on a school 
choice voucher program as part 
of Abbott’s agenda. Without the 
additional funding, schools across 
the state are forced to operate in 
2024 and 2025 on 2017 funds. 

“It’s a bi-annual budget, which 
means it’s two years before we 
might see relief,” Bohn explained 
to a room full of Aledo ISD par-
ents. “It’s completely due to the 
fact that we did not receive addi-
tional funding from the state to 
run our schools. It’s very, very hard 
for us. It’s difficult. We know what 
you all expect for your children 
to have. We know the exceptional 
experiences that we want to give. 

“I am a parent too, as we all are 
up here. And there’s just no way 

that those will not be impacted by 
what’s about to happen.”

What is about to happen, is 
the administration is having to 
find ways to cut back the cost 
associated with operating the dis-
trict. The board has already made 
the unsavory decision to adopt a 
deficit budget. However, as costs 
continue to rise as record-high 
inflation impacts the Lone Star 
State, difficult decisions lay ahead 
as the administration is forced to 
cut funding to a number of pro-
grams across the district. 

The district has already cut $1.1 
million from the current 2023-
24 school year budget utilizing 
a sweeping 10 percent reduction 
in non-staff operating costs. With 
the district experiencing 188.95 
percent increase in fuel costs, a 
55.53 percent increase in utility 
bills, and a staggering 329.43 per-
cent increase in insurance costs 
due to inflation since the 2019-20 
school year, cuts to non-staff relat-
ed items is no longer enough when 
80 percent of the budget-
ary costs are staff related.

While no decisions 
have been made as of 
yet, according to a dis-
trict-wide email sent out 
by the board on Tuesday, 
Feb. 20, the administration must 
find another $3.8 million in cuts 
before the start of the 2024-25 
school year. Items outlined as 
potential cuts include:
•  Deeper cuts to department and 

operating budgets
•  Larger class sizes on average

•  Reducing staffing through 
attrition

•  Reducing instructional support 
for teachers

•  Reducing academic supports/
interventions and extensions 
for students

•  Altering transportation services
•  Reducing professional learning 

opportunities for staff
•  Reducing staff travel for stu-

dent activities and staff 
development

•  Freezing staff salaries
•  Reducing staff work calendars
•  Reducing contests, events, com-

petitions, and student travel
•  Reducing the number of academ-

ic and extracurricular programs
“If you’ve been here the last 

couple of years, you know that 
we’ve added things like art at the 
elementary schools. We’ve added 
girls powerlifting, and wrestling. 
We’ve added dance. We’ve added 
a lot of opportunities for children 
at school,” Bohn lamented. “We’re 

going to have to stop add-
ing. We will not be able to 
afford to ensure that we can 
continue to add those things 
as places for students to fit 
in, find what they love to do, 
and excel at school. 

“You’ll be getting com-
munication from us. Our staff will 
be getting communication from 
us. That way you’ll know how your 
student might be impacted along 
with you all, and our staff in the 
coming years. 

“It’s a direct result of who rep-
resents us in Austin. We have a 

voice. We don’t vote like we should 
in the primary elections. So, we 
are asking you to do that - to 
make sure that there are people 
in Austin who are willing to fund 
your Aledo schools so that the 
experiences that your kids have 
there can continue.”

Oh, irony
On a night of cautionary warn-

ings related to looming budget cuts 
that may potentially impact extra-
curricular programs across the 
district, several Aledo High School 
students were in attendance for 
the board meeting to recognize 
Aledo’s strategic partners for their 
support. Students representing 
Bearcat football, Ladycat softball, 
FFA, photography, and yearbook 
among others took the opportuni-
ty to thank the partners for all their 
efforts to support these programs. 

2023 bond election 
update

A pair of significant updates 
involving Lynn McKinney 
Elementary School were also made 
during the meeting. The first of 
which was related to the comple-
tion of the roof of the building 
coming over the next few days. 

The second announcement was 
to acknowledge Heather Street as 
the new principal for LMES when 
it opens in August 2024. Currently 
the principal at Walsh Elementary, 
the search for Street’s successor 
will begin in short order.
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a college education, which he 
received at Texas College in Tyler. 

Upon graduating in 1993, he 
returned to Fort Worth, taking his 
first job with the parks and recre-
ation department for the City of 
Fort Worth. At that time, the parks 
and recreation department started 
a new late night program designed 
to be an intervention and preven-
tion for at-risk youth. 

He fell in love with the work in 
his first year on the job. Then he 
decided to stay for 28 more years 
before retiring in 2022 as the pro-
gram director.  

Family man
A chance meeting while in traffic 

on his way to purchase a new pair of 
basketball shoes at DSW on Hulen 
changed Rowls’ life for the best. 
While sitting in the passenger seat 
of his friend Robert’s car at a red 
light, he noticed a beautiful woman 

driving the car in the next lane. 
As it turned out, Robert knew the 
young lady and helped persuade her 
to pull into the parking lot at The 
Container Store so that Rowls could 
ask her out. 

A year later Rowls proposed. 
He and his wife Lisa will celebrate 
their 22nd wedding anniversary 
later on this year.

Shortly after getting married, 
the couple celebrated the birth 
of their first daughter. Four years 
later, a second daughter was born.

The family lived on Carswell 
Military base for 10 years while Lisa 
worked for the Federal Bureau of 
Prisons. After her 10-year stint as 
the unit manager ended, the family 
began looking around the outskirts 
of the Metro for a smaller communi-
ty to call home. They began driving 
around smaller towns like Haslet, 
Millsap, Willow Park, and Hudson 
Oaks in search of a smaller commu-
nity that was family oriented. 

After a short drive through 
Aledo, it was clear where they 

wanted to be. Eight years ago the 
Rowls family joined the Aledo 
community, and hopes to call 
Aledo home for the foreseeable 
future. 

Their oldest daughter gradu-
ated from Aledo High School in 
2022. Their youngest is a sopho-
more at AHS, and is on the school 
dance team. 

After retiring from the City of 
Fort Worth in 2022, Rowls is a bas-
ketball coach at Harvest Christian 
School in Keller. He spends 
a lot of time in Weatherford 
visiting his mother, who has 
been diagnosed with demen-
tia, cherishing what time 
they have left. And in his free 
time, he’s an avid fisherman. 

It’s a life well-lived, and it didn’t 
happen by mistake. It happened 
by faith, belief, and intention with 
an eye towards being the example 
future generations could follow.

“Regardless of what society 
wants you to believe about ethnic-
ity or culture, anything is possible,” 

Rowls said. “You can do whatever 
you set your mind to. If you want to 
be the captain of the Navy, the presi-
dent, or the head coach of the Dallas 
Cowboys, you can do whatever you 
set your sights on. I want to be that 
example for them. I hate to say it, 
but everything in our society today 
is about your political affiliation, 
skin color, if you’re short, fat, or tall. 

“I just want my kids, grandkids, 
and kids in general to know you 

can put all that aside, 
look up to the sky, do 
the best you can, and let 
the chips fall where they 
may. If you keep a posi-
tive attitude, things will 
work out for you.

“Hold yourself accountable to 
the best you can do. So many times 
we want to hold everybody else 
accountable to a high standard, 
but not ourselves. I want them 
to know, if you’ll hold yourself 
accountable, there’s no dream you 
can’t reach.”

HISTORY
from page 2

Some members of the Brazzell 
family attended Swan School. Jeff 
Brazzell, a founding member of 
Parker County NAACP, recalls his 
mother, Mae Brazzell, and her sib-
lings attended the colored school, 
which Jeff describes as being off FM 
5 in what is now a housing develop-
ment, Stone Creek Farms Estate, west 
of McDavid Estates.

His great great grandfather, John 
Brazzell, was a settler who came to 
the area on a covered wagon with 
his large family. The Brazzells settled 
in the land of what is now Annetta 
North and started a farm.

“He was a very astute farmer,” 
Brazzell recalled with a smile. “I 
remember him sitting on his porch 
with a cigar in his mouth relaxing 
after a hard day's work. He was 
respected at the public market. He 
had land, a nice house with a cellar, a 
smokehouse, and a windmill.”

Much of the Brazzell family is 
buried in the black section of Willow 
Springs, and Jeff said he will be there 
in time as well.

Joe Gratts feels the same way. His 
father, Josef Gratts, organized volun-
teers to keep the hallowed grounds 
tidy and researched the history of 
families buried there. After he passed 
away, he passed those obligations on 
to his son.

“I am honoring my family for their 
existence and hard work to overcome 
the powers that were against them, 
especially back in those days and times 
they were born in,” Gratts added.

“I have three generations there 
and I will probably end up there, and 
I want to be buried with them.”

WILLOW
from page 2

BOARD
from page one

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Annetta settler Lawson D. Gratz is hon-
ored in Willow Springs Cemetery, on the 
African American Civil War Monument in 
Washington, D.C. and a star on the Fort 
Worth Stockyard Walk of Fame.

I-20 ANIMAL HOSPITAL
817-341-3331817-341-3331

3713 Fort Worth Hwy  Between Exits 415 and 414 
Hudson Oaks, TX  76087

www.I-20animalhospital.com

OPEN 24 HOURSOPEN 24 HOURS
DAILYDAILY

GENERAL PET WELLNESS 
HEALTH CARE
• INTERNAL MEDICINE
• SURGERY 

General and Advanced
• RADIOLOGY 

Digital including dental
• LASER THERAPY
• Computed Tomography 
              (CT scan)-NEW!                         

• EMERGENCY & CRITICAL 
CARE

• COMPLETE IN-HOUSE 
LABORATORY

• DENTAL CARE 
General and Advanced

• ULTRASONOGRAPHY
• ONCOLOGY
• ENDOSCOPY 

Life insurance 
can be life-
changing

Life won’t always go as 
planned. That’s why there’s 
life insurance. It can help you 
protect your family’s future, 
no matter what happens.  
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed 
in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company 
(Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL

2001574

Bobby J J Rigues, Agent
411 FM 1187 N
Aledo, TX  76008
Bus: 817-441-9966
www.bobbyrigues.com

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

MyserOrtho.com  •  817-441-8700  •  Aledo & Willow Park

103 W. Church • 817-596-8758 • 817-594-2612

Propane Sales 
and Service

On the Square  
in Weatherford 

YEARSYEARS
OF PROPANE

1958-2023

913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747

Our newest additional location
Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

James R. Plowman - jamesplowman@gpfcnet.com

Misty Engel – mistyengel@gpfcnet.com

Norma Plowman – normaplowman@gpfcnet.com

913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747
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Norma Plowman – normaplowman@gpfcnet.com

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747
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Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

James R. Plowman - jamesplowman@gpfcnet.com
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Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel
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www.galbreaithpickard.com

5189 E. I-20 Service Rd N 
Suite 106
Willow Park, TX 76087 

Office:  817.441.2255
Cell:  817.538.6846

Jim@MartinLandSales.com

RailheadRealty.com
TX BROKER®

Jim Martin - REALTOR®
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(817) 835-5000
www.ftwccu.org

Open to those who live, work, or 
attend school in Tarrant, Denton, 

Parker, and Johnson Counties.

Visit us today at
1911 S. Main St. 

Weatherford’s #1 Family Credit Union 
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More events can be found at www.community-news.com/calendar

FEBRUARY 24

Annetta Clean-up Day
The Town of Annetta will 
hold its annual Clean-Up 
Day from 9 a.m. to noon 
on Saturday, Feb. 24. Meet 
at Town Hall, located at 
450 Thunder Head Ln. in 
Annetta. Lunch will be pro-
vided to volunteers. 
For more information, call 
the city at 817-441-5770 or 
visit www.annettatx.org.

FEBRUARY 26

Teen Time at the library
Middle and High Schoolers 
are invited to Teen Time 
at the Library at 5 p.m. on 
Monday, Feb 26 at that 
East Parker County Library. 
Come for around the world 
(with snacks) and make 
strawberry boba tea. 

FEBRUARY 27

Aledo Middle School 
Cheer Tryout Meeting
Interested in trying out for 
the Aledo Middle School 

Cheer team for 2024-2025 
school year the tryout 
meeting is being held at 
6 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 27 
at the Aledo MS Bearcats 
Den. Come learn about 
tryouts and more at the 
MANDATORY informational 
meeting. Cheer candidates 
and a parent or guardian 
are required to attend. 

MARCH 2

Aledo Spring Fling
Aledo Spring Fling is a 
Craft Fair and Prom Expo 
on Saturday, Mar. 2 at 9 
a.m. at Aledo High School. 
It is a fundraiser for the 
Junior Class to raise money 
for their Senior Prom.

MARCH 4

Gardening Workshop
Spring is just around 
the corner and it is time 
to start thinking about 
your summer garden! On 
Monday Mar. 4 at 6 p.m. at 
the ag building join Aledo 
FFA, students and parents 
for a slow and peaceful 
session on caring for a 
seedling and growing your 
own plants. The Master 
Gardners will be present 
for their assistance. For 
more information contact 
jclark@aledoisd.org. 

MARCH 5

Book Club at the East 
Parker County Library! 
Join the East Parker 
County Library on Tuesday, 
March 5th at 9 a.m. as we 
discuss “The Wager: A Tale 
of Shipwreck, Mutiny, and 
Murder” by journalist David 
Grann (author of the best 
seller “Killers of the Flower 
Moon”) This book is a mes-
merizing non-fiction selec-
tion of shipwreck, survival, 
and savagery!
The book is available 
through the PCLA system 
and Overdrive/Libby.

MARCH 18 

American Red Cross 
Blood Drive 
Make a difference and 
donate blood to save 
lives! The American Red 
Cross is holding a blood 
drive from 12 - 5 p.m. on 
Monday, March 18, at the 
Weatherford Public Library 
Auditorium. To register, 
go to RedCrossBlood.
org. Enter Weatherford 
and choose Weatherford 
Public Library to make an 
appointment

MARCH 28 

Vandagriff Spring 
Carnival
Mark your calendar! The 
2nd Annual Vandagriff 
Spring Carnival March 

28th from 5pm-7pm! 
Inflatables, games and 
food trucks. 

MAY 3

Texas Pythian Home 
Garage Sale 
Texas Pythian Home, Inc is 
holding the Annual Garage 
Sale from 8a.m. - 3p.m. on 

Friday May 3 and Saturday 
May 4 at 1825 E Bankhead 
Dr, Weatherford, Texas.

Come shop and see what 
all we have in our sale. 
All proceeds go towards 
Summer Activities for the 
Children. Cash/Check. 
only. Clothing, toys, books, 
home decor, holiday decor, 
furniture, and more. 
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  hangs down
  5  in Concho County
      on U.S. 83 & 87
  6  TXism: “___  _ lick”
      (none)
  7  TXism: “tame as _
      ___ dog”
  8  TX Kenny Rogers
      sang “___ I Can
      Make It on My Own”
  9  J.R. was shot in the
      fi nal _______ of
      “Dallas” season 3
16  “those” in Mexico
18  TXism: “still wet
      ______  ___ ears”
      (inexperienced)
21  TX Nolan pitched
      seven __-hitters
22  rattling sound heard
      by a stethoscope
23  Clyde High class
24  fi ll ‘er up (2 wds)
30  Highlands Mansion
      in Marlin has a
      stained-_____  ____
      in the great hall
34  TX Tom Kite won
      __ Open in 1992
35  this David was
      leader of Waco’s
      Branch Davidians
36  Humble Oil once
      had Esso and 
      this brand name
37  rep for TX Matthew
      McConaughey
39  county west of 
      Sabine (2 wds.)
43  Nacogdoches old
      road: “La Calle del
      _____”  
44  boycott, e.g.

  1  where TX Ted
      Cruz serves
  2  this Rangers’ 
      Garcia hit 5 home
      runs against Astros
      in 2023 ALCS
  3  “Whoopie ti yi yo,
      ___  _____ little
      dogies”
  4  TXism: “____
      beans” (in a pod)
  9  TX Banks who was
      “Mr. Cub” (init.)
10  TX A.C. Greene
      book: “A ________
      Country”

45  TXism: “hard __ nails”
46  wedding cake layer
47  Eagles & Giants to
      the Cowboys 
49  sought to infl uence
      Texan in 1-down
52  dir. to New Boston
      from Mount Pleasant 
53  Texas cosmetics
      queen, Mary Kay
54  Texas pecan desserts
55  “_______ jungle” (city)  

58  on old XIT
      Ranch: “El
      Canyon __  ___
      Casas Amarillas”
59  holiday egg drink
60  a Denton univ.
61  Biblical donkey 11  TX Trini sang “If

      _  ___ a Hammer”
12  farm storage tower
13  “___-___ band”
      (solo performance)
14  Duryea of 1954 “Ride
      Clear of Diablo” with
      TX Audie Murphy (init.)
15  Love Field arr. guess 
17  TX wheeler-dealer:
      Billy ___  _____  
19  legend has it that
      Texas “Enchanted
      Rock” is this
20  this bunny gives
      gifts
24  Kennedy of fi lm
      “Creepshow 2”  
      with TX Lois Chiles

25  Greek goddess
      of the dawn
26  TXism: “mobile 
      mouse ____” (cat)
27  fi lm categories, e.g.
28  TXism: “busy __
      _  ___-armed
      paper hanger”
29  this Denny won
      1930 “Texas Open”

31  Texas fi re ___
32  ___-fi , like “Avatar”
33  braggart, like some
      Texans
38  a Great Lake
40  state ___ is topaz
41  this info. agcy. was
      dissolved in 1999
42  the gullet
48  a Gulf fi sh
50  this will prohibit a
      Texan from a jury
51  TX Drown started
      noted Hotel ___-Air
56  ____  _ text
      (communicated)  
57  farm machines
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Support Services provided by 
Careity Foundation

MEET OUR
ANCER-FIGHTING
ROCK ST RS

Talha Riaz, MD Medical Oncologist/Hematologist | Aaron Laine, MD, PhD Radiation Oncologist

WWW.THECENTERTX.COM | 817.759.7000
Weatherford

FORT WORTH CENTRAL CAMPUS • FORT WORTH SOUTHWEST • ARLINGTON
WEATHERFORD • BURLESON • GRANBURY • MINERAL WELLS • STEPHENVILLE

Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry
Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C. 
Michael Ball, D.D.S., P.L.L.C.

Diplomate of American Board of Pediatric Dentistry
Fellow of American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101
Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087

Ofc: 817-441-2425
Fax: 817-441-2491

www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com

Looking for 
the Top Dog?

THE 
COMMUNITY 

NEWS

It’s a local call!

EVENT 
SUBMISSIONS
Send event submis-
sions to events@ 
community-news.com. 

http://www.ftwccu.org
https://www.community-news.com/calendar/
http://www.thecentertx.com
http://www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com
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White’s 
Funeral Home
130 Houston Ave. • Weatherford 

817-596-4811
www.whitesfuneral.com

Our family
serving 

your family
since 1908.

CLEAR FORK MATERIALS

800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD
ALEDO, TEXAS

HOURS: M-F 8-5 •SAT 8-2 WWW.CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM

“Are you growing with us?”
Residential & Commercial

817-441-7777

• Topsoils & Custom 
Soil Blends

• Compost & Mulches
• Rock & Sand Products

Serving North Texas 
since l986

Pick up or Delivery Available

HIGH SPEED INTERNET
SPEEDING IS ENCOURAGED 
CALL CIRRA NETWORKS TODAY

(817) 259-1100  |  www.cirranet.net

Serving your business & personal 
needs with proactive planning so 
you’re Ready for Tomorrow! 

matt.morris@hubinternational.com | 817-675-1316
MATT MORRIS | Area President

Securities offered through LPL Financial, member FINRA/SIPC.  Investment advisory services offered through Global 
Retirement Partners, LLC (GRP), a registered investment advisor.  Insurance services offered through HUB International.  
GRP, HUB International and HUB Retirement and Wealth Management are separate entities from and not affiliated with 
LPL Financial. HUB Retirement and Wealth Management is the approved name under which LPL Financial business is conducted. 

Aledo Class of ‘98

Employee Benefits  |  Property & Casualty  |  Personal Lines  |  Retirement & Wealth Solutions

Serving your business & personal 
needs with proactive planning so 
you’re Ready for Tomorrow! 

matt.morris@hubinternational.com | 817-675-1316
MATT MORRIS | Area President

Securities offered through LPL Financial, member FINRA/SIPC.  Investment advisory services offered through Global 
Retirement Partners, LLC (GRP), a registered investment advisor.  Insurance services offered through HUB International.  
GRP, HUB International and HUB Retirement and Wealth Management are separate entities from and not affiliated with 
LPL Financial. HUB Retirement and Wealth Management is the approved name under which LPL Financial business is conducted. 

Aledo Class of ‘98

Employee Benefits  |  Property & Casualty  |  Personal Lines  |  Retirement & Wealth Solutions

SWIMMING

Bearcats at state again

Ninth straight year
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

Aledo and Austin aren't that 
far apart it seems, especially if you 
go by way of water.

For a ninth straight season the 
program will have competitors 
in the University Interscholastic 
League Class 5A State Swimming 
and Diving Meet at the Lee & Jo 
Jamail Texas Swimming Center 
at the University of Texas Feb. 
23-24.

This season there will be five 
representing Aledo, including 
three returners. Juniors Haley 
Roberson and Victoria Crews are 
back for a third time and senior 
Porter Lane is there for a second 
consecutive year.

Roberson qualified in three 
events, including two individually. 
She won the 200-yard individual 
medley at the Region II Meet with 
yet another school-record time of 
2 minutes, 5.57 seconds, besting 
her own previous mark. She also 
took first in the 500 freestyle, 
clocking a 5:07.38.

Roberson and Crews will join 
junior Avery Faulkner and sopho-
more Julia Gordy on the regional 

champion 400 free relay, which 
also set a school record in 3:50.90.

Lane won two individual 
events at regionals, posting a time 
of 50.14 in the 100 butterfly and a 
59.32 in the 100 breaststroke. His 
time of 59.11 seconds in the 100 
breaststroke prelims set a school 
record.

Multiple peaks
Aledo coach Meghan Roberson 

said timing peak performances is 
challenging, but so far her swim-
mers have risen to the challenge 
twice and she believes they are 
ready for one more push.

"With the competitive gauntlet 
of district – two weeks – regionals 
– two weeks – state, it’s difficult 
to time the athletes’ peaks," she 
said. "And while we might aim 
for one to peak at district to aim 
for regionals, some we know will 
make it out of district easily, so we 
aim to peak at regionals to shoot 
for state. 

"Then we have the third cat-
egory that we are confident will 
make it out of regionals easily 
and we aim to peak at state. Our 
state team crosses that spectrum, 
but I believe we have the time we 
need to get them as prepared as 

possible for performance at this 
next level."

Previous experience  
a boost

While two of the quintet 
are newcomers to state, coach 
Roberson is counting on the pre-
vious experience of the returning 
trio to boost the entire team. 
Roberson, Crews and Lane have 
a combined five years of previous 
competition at state.

"I’m relying on their leadership 
in the water, especially when we get 
to UT – the pool has quirks that are 
best navigated through experience," 
coach Roberson said. "With these 
three able to help the newcomers 
acclimate, they’ll have a leg up over 
those that don’t race there as often."

The coach also noted that 
while Faulkner is a new competi-
tor this year, she was a part of the 
2023 state team as an alternate. 
Last year Corah Satterfield went 
as a swimmer and will be the 
alternate this season. 

"Julia Gordy is our only true 
newcomer to the team, and I sus-
pect we’ll see her on future state 
teams," coach Roberson said.

MEGHAN ROBERSON

(From left) Avery Faulkner, Victoria Crews, Porter Lane, Julia Gordy and Haley Roberson will be competing for 
Aledo at this weekend's UIL Class 5A Swimming and Diving Meet in Austin .

FOOTBALL

TSWA All-State
Six Bearcats honored
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

Led by quarterback Hauss 
Hejny and linebacker Davhon Keys, 
six senior members of the Class 5A 
Division I state champion Aledo 
Bearcats were named to the Texas 
Sports Writers Association Class 5A 
All-State Team.

Hejny was selected as the 
Offensive Player of the Year and 
Keys was named Defensive Player 
of the Year. Hejny has signed to play 
for TCU and Keys signed with LSU.

Also honored were wide/
receiver running back Hawk 
Patrick-Daniels, first-team all-pur-
pose player; defensive back Jake 
Gillespie, first-team defense; tackle 
Djay Williams, first-team offense; 
and defensive back Jaden Allen, 
second-team defense.

The group led the Bearcats to a 
16-0 season for their second straight 
state title, extending their state 
record with 12 total championships.

Hejny accounted for over 3,700 
yards of offense (1,026 rushing on 
131 carries; 2,701 passing) and 40 
touchdowns (27 passing, 13 rush-
ing). He completed 64% of his 
passes, had nine interceptions and 
just one fumble.

A highlight of Hejny’s season 
came against Denton Ryan in the 
ninth game at home. Down 19-17 
in the closing moments and his 
team facing a third-and-11 on their 
own 43, the Bearcats’ 117-game dis-
trict winning streak was on the line 
before Hejny broke free for the win-
ning 57-yard touchdown run.

Keys posted 110.5 tackles, of 
which 99 were solo and 19 were for 
a loss. He also had four sacks and 
three interceptions, returning one 
for a touchdown.

In his final game as a Bearcat, 
Keys was named the Defensive 
MVP in Aledo’s 51-8 win over 
Comal Smithson Valley at AT&T 
Stadium in December. He regis-
tered 11.5 tackles, including 11 solo, 
a sack and two tackles for loss.

Keys also had some standout 
moments on offense. Running out 
of the Raider package, where he 

took direct snaps, he scored 16 
touchdowns, including 11 in the 
postseason.

“I think Hauss and Davhon are 
both very much deserving of the 
MVP honors. They were the leaders 
of our offense and defense the last 
couple of years winning state cham-
pionships,” Aledo coach Robby 
Jones said.

“Hawk showed in the playoffs 
playing both running back and 
receiver that he was a great all-pur-
pose player. Gillespie was a physical 
presence in our secondary that had 
offensive players looking out for 
him. Djay and Jaden are also very 
deserving of all-state recognition, 
being the best at their positions.”

Patrick-Daniels, who has com-
mitted to play at Tyler Junior 
College, rushed for 948 yards and 
15 touchdowns on 142 carries, along 

Hauss Hejny Davhon Keys

Hawk Patrick-Daniels Jake Gillespie

Djay Williams Jaden Allen

Turn to STATE, page 9 Turn to TSWA, page 9

http://www.whitesfuneral.com
http://www.clearforkmaterials.com
http://www.cirranet.net
https://www.community-news.com/stories/bearcats-at-state-again,73085
https://www.community-news.com/stories/tswa-all-state,73086
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Continuing another  
tradition 

The season-ending tradition 
is more than just competing in 
Austin, coach Roberson noted.

"As this has become a part of 
our end of season, we’ve devel-
oped a few traditions that we’re 
excited to introduce Julia to: 
The pre-state stop at Bucee's, the 
hole in the wall best bagel place, 
and the team atmosphere," coach 
Roberson said. "There’s nothing 
like a travel competition to bring a 
team together. It’s as much about 
the competition as it is about mak-
ing these high school memories 
together.

"They won’t call each other in 
10 years to re-hash the races, but 
they will talk about the shared 
experiences."

Earning their way in 
more ways than one

While it does ultimately come 
down to their performance in the 
water, swimmers from Aledo face 
a challenge competitors in other 
places do not. Most notably, they 
do not have a natatorium in their 
backyard, so they have to trav-
el to Fort Worth each morning 
for practice before the school day 
begins.

"Swimmers at most schools 
just practice in the pool next to 
or down the road from their high 
school. Without an appropri-
ate competition pool in Parker 
County, when my swimmers make 
the choice to take part in Aledo 
swimming, they are agreeing to 
wake up and meet the bus in the 
parking lot at 5:30 in the morn-
ing," coach Roberson said. "We 
have a 30-minute commute to the 
Wilkerson Greines Activity Center 
in Fort Worth where they prac-
tice for between one and a half to 
two hours, then they get ready for 
school and get back on the bus at 
8:30 to make it back in time for 
second period. 

"Then we have swimmers like 
Avery Faulkner, who is also heavily 
involved with the Leodian and is 

taking two AP math courses this 
year ,which doesn’t allow her the 
swim period. Avery wakes up as 
early as the rest, drives herself the 
25-plus miles into practice most 
days of the week, then heads back 
to school in time for the first peri-
od of the day."

Coach Roberson said that 
many team members will also 
head to back to the same pool to 
practice club from 5-7 p.m. In all, 
they spend close to 20 hours in the 
water each week, she said.

Additionally, most of the swim-
mers carry an intense academic 
load of advanced/preAP, AP and 
OnRamps courses, working on 
homework late into the night, only 
to wake up and do it all over again. 

"These high schoolers and their 
parents take on an intense sched-
ule and are incredibly dedicated 
to the sport to be as successful 
as they are," she said. "And while 
I’m sure they’d all love to enjoy a 
typical teenager sleep-in - or even 
just a regular school day - there are 
rarely complaints over anything 
but how cold the bus is in the 
morning."

Seedings
Roberson comes into the state 

meet seeded No. 3 in the 200 IM 
and No. 6 in the 500 free. Lane is 
No. 5 in the 100 butterfly and 14th 
in the 100 breaststroke.

The girls 400 free relay is seed-
ed 22nd.

The top eight in preliminar-
ies advance to the A finals on 
Saturday, with spots 9-16 making 
B finals.

"This group of swimmers are 
incredible athletes, but they’re 
also students that Aledo should be 
proud to have represent us. They 
feel the support of the commu-
nity behind them and are going 
to fight to put forth their best 
performances yet on this huge 
stage," coach Roberson said. "We 
speak about the examples they are 
for our younger Bearcats and the 
ripple effect of their successes to 
help build this program into a bet-
ter version year over year, they’re 
excited to show what they can do."

GOLF

Buzzy Open
Aledo Orange teams 
second, third in Azle
Staff Reports
The Community News

The Aledo Bearcats and Ladycats 
Orange teams competed in the 
Buzzy Open at Azle’s Cross Timbers 
Golf Course on Wednesday, Feb. 
14. The Bearcats finished second 
among the boys and the Ladycats 
were third among the girls.

The Bearcats posted a team 
score of 334, behind Benbrook’s 
324. The Ladycats shot a 408, while 
Plano was first with a 368.

Leading the Bearcats was Coavin 
Beard with a 78. Reagan Gilliland 
paced the Ladycats, shooting a 91.

Also for the Aledo boys, Brian 
Yarbrough shot 81, Tyler Anderson 
posted an 84, Johnnie Reed came 
in at 91 and Cade Moore had a 
94. Rounding out the girls’ scoring 
were Catherine Haney, 101; Addison 
Russ, 108; Kylie Kirkland, 108; and 
Abby Gray, 111.

The four lowest individual scores 
comprise the team score.

All Aledo teams will be in action 
in the Bearcat Brawl Friday and 
Saturday, Feb. 23-24 at Squaw 
Creek and Split Rail courses.

STATE
from page 8

www.metalmar ts.com

817-599-4186 • Fax: 817-599-3326
2100 Burton Street • Weatherford, Texas 76087

GOING GREEN with COOL ROOFING

�
�

ENERGY EFFICIENT 
& LOOKS GREAT!

WIND & FIRE RESISTANT

STEEL BUILDINGS
AVAILABLE IN

MULTIPLE SIZES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 25 years!

MMMetal Mart
THE TRUSTED SOURCE FOR ALL YOUR

METAL BUILDING COMPONENT NEEDS!
� RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL STEEL ROOFING
� CUSTOM TRIM AND FLASHING � PURLIN & TUBING
� EASY BOLT PRE-FABRICATED STEEL BUILDINGS
� MINI STORAGE SYSTEMS � POWER TOOLS
� VENTS & SKYLIGHTS � HARDWARE & ACCESSORIES
� SYNTHETIC UNDERLAYMENT � INSULATION
� SEALANTS & CLOSURES � CARPORT PACKAGES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 28 years!

Ginger Adams
O: 682-888-0601
C: 817-888-0178

gadams@tworld.com
www.tworld.com/weatherford

Check out our businesses  
for sale at tworld.com

Jeff Gloor
817-205-5171

Premier
Properties

FOR MORE INFORMATION
VISIT

JEFFGLOORFTW.COM

REAL ESTATE PLANNING
• Home Search • Investing • Short Term Rental

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

The City of Aledo will accept bids submitted only in writing until 
2:00 p.m. on Friday, March 8, 2024 to contract with a qualified con-
tractor or company to provide sewer lift station cleaning services 
for the City of Aledo. 

Bid # PW-2024-005 
CITY OF ALEDO – SEWER LIFT STATION  

CLEANING SERVICES

City Staff will begin reading the bids at 2:01 p.m.  

 Dial-in Number: 234.203.2766

 Conference Code: 680-090-795

Bid documents may be obtained without charge at the City of Aledo 
City Hall, 104 Maverick Street, Aledo, Texas 76008. Bid documents 
will be ready for pickup on and after February 16, 2024. Request 
for Bid documents may also be downloaded at www.aledotx.gov.

The City of Aledo website will be updated with addenda, additional 
reports or other information relevant to bidding the services. It is the 
sole responsibility of all plan holders, whether they have received 
digital downloads or paper copies of the plans and specifications, to 
periodically check for Addenda which may have been posted on the 
City of Aledo website.  

There will be a non-mandatory pre-bid conference on February 27, 
2024 at 11:00 AM. The Pre-Bid Conference will be held at Community 
Center Conference Room, 104 Robinson Court, Aledo, TX 76008.  

Bidders should submit all inquiries and/or questions concerning this 
project to the person identified below by Friday, March 1, 2024 at 
5:00 P.M. Questions that result in changes to the specifications will 
be answered in writing and copies distributed to bidders of record in 
the form of an addendum.   

Luis Gatica, P.E., CFM 
104 Maverick Street 
Aledo, Texas 76008 

817.441.7016 
lgatica@aledotx.gov

Advertisement dates:  
February 16, 2024 
February 23, 2024 
March 1, 2024

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals addressed to Cresson Crossroads MUD No. 2 
for La Dorada Entry Feature & Screen Wall Improvements, will be 
received at the office of Barron-Stark Engineers, 6221 Southwest 
Boulevard, Fort Worth, Texas 76132 until

12:00 Noon, Friday March 15th, 2024

And publicly opened.  Bids must be mailed or delivered to the place 
of opening prior to the time stated above.  Any bidder desiring an 
electronic copy of the proposal form and bid documents should 
email their request to mariaf@barronstark.com.

The Proposal (s) shall be for the furnishing of all labor, materials, and 
equipment for performing all work required for the construction of 
the La Dorada Entry Feature & Screen Wall Improvements.

A performance bond, payment bond, and maintenance bond in the 
amount of not less than one hundred percent (100%) of the contract 
price, conditioned upon the faithful performance of the contract and 
upon payment of all persons supplying labor or furnishing materials 
WILL be required by the Cresson Crossroads MUD No. 2.  

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all bids and waive any 
or all irregularities.  No bid may be withdrawn until the expiration of 
sixty (60) days from the date bids are opened.

Barron-Stark Engineers, LP

Publication: February 23, 2024 
  March 1, 2024

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals addressed to Cresson Crossroads MUD No. 2 for 
Rio Vista Phase 3 Entry Feature & Screen Wall Improvements, will 
be received at the office of Barron-Stark Engineers, 6221 Southwest 
Boulevard, Fort Worth, Texas 76132 until

12:00 Noon, Friday March 15th, 2024

And publicly opened.  Bids must be mailed or delivered to the place 
of opening prior to the time stated above.  Any bidder desiring an 
electronic copy of the proposal form and bid documents should 
email their request to mariaf@barronstark.com.

The Proposal (s) shall be for the furnishing of all labor, materials, and 
equipment for performing all work required for the construction of 
the Rio Vista Phase 3 Entry Feature & Screen Wall Improvements.

A performance bond, payment bond, and maintenance bond in the 
amount of not less than one hundred percent (100%) of the contract 
price, conditioned upon the faithful performance of the contract and 
upon payment of all persons supplying labor or furnishing materials 
WILL be required by the Cresson Crossroads MUD No. 2.  

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all bids and waive any 
or all irregularities.  No bid may be withdrawn until the expiration of 
sixty (60) days from the date bids are opened.

Barron-Stark Engineers, LP

Publication: February 23, 2024 
  March 1, 2024

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Area playoffs
Timberview ends  
Ladycats’ season
By Ryan Wade
The Community News

Ladycat head coach Nikki 
Hyles knew heading into the area 
matchup against the No. 1 ranked 
team in Texas was going to be 
tough sledding. With just a pair 
of seniors on the roster, her young 
team exceeded expectations this 
season, compiling a 28-10 record 
and securing second place in 
District 5-5A with a 10-2 league 
record.

On Thursday, Feb. 15, when 
Aledo met up with Mansfield 
Timberview in Cleburne, the 
Ladycats took a massive step up 
in competition. The Lady Wolves 
proved their top ranking as they 
ended Aledo’s playoff run and 
their season with a 70-32 victory.

As they’ve done all season, the 
Ladycats poured their hearts out 
on the floor. Facing a stalwart 
opponent that had virtually every 
advantage a team could have in 
the game of basketball, Aledo 
put forth their best effort in their 
attempt to fell a giant. 

August Carlone came off the 
bench for Aledo to lead her team 
in scoring with a season-high 12 
points. Unfortunately, the Lady 

Wolves had scouted the rest of the 
Ladycats well, keeping the rest of 
the team out of double-digit scor-
ing in the game.

Timberview started off the game 
like they were shot out of a can-
non. The Lady Wolves put up 16 
first-quarter points to take a com-
manding lead over Aledo early in 
the game. 

Heading into the second quarter 
trailing by nine, the Ladycats con-
tinued to battle against a superior 
opponent. By halftime, Timberview 
had doubled up Aledo’s production 
while taking a 34-15 lead into the 
break. 

The second half was just as 
bleak as the first half. The Lady 
Wolves outpaced Aledo 36-17 in 
what would be the final 16 minutes 
of the Ladycat season and the last 
moments in the high school careers 
of Caroline Browning and Natalie 
Anderson.

Ladycats vs. Mansfield 
Timberview – Feb. 15
Class 5A Area playoff
at Cleburne High School

Aledo               7     8     8       9   -  32
Timberview   16   18    16    20   -  70
Aledo scoring: August Carlone 12, Kinley Elms 8, 
Natalie Anderson 5, Caroline Browning 4, Brooklyn 
Dempsey 3.

with catching 28 passes for 390 
yards and three scores.

It was in the state championship 
game where Patrick-Daniels had his 
best game of the season. He rushed 
for 184 yards and three TD in being 
named the Offensive MVP.

Gillespie posted 58.5 tackles, 
including 4.5 for a loss. He has com-
mitted to play for Stephen F. Austin.

Williams has signed to play for 
the University of Louisiana. He 
anchored an offensive line that 
helped the Bearcats average more 

than 460 yards and 49.8 points per 
game.

Allen has committed to 
Arkansas. He posted 32 tackles and 
an interception.

PADILLA ALL-STATE
Five Bearcats were honored 

by coaches in being named to the 
Padilla Class 5A Division I All-State 
Team.

Williams, Allen and Gillespie 
were honored on this team, all on 
the first team. Also on the first team 
offense are senior tight end Tyson 
Timms and senior wide receiver 
Trace Clarkson. Senior defensive 

back Chris Johnson was named to 
the first-team defense.

Clarkson, who bounced back 
strong after missing his entire 
junior season with an injury, caught 
a team-high 50 passes for 963 yards 
and seven touchdowns. He has 
signed to play for West Texas A&M 
University.

Timms, who has committed to 
play for Colorado School of Mines, 
had 28 catches for 360 yards and 
three touchdowns. 

Johnson will next play for 
Arizona State University. He had 44 
tackles, 3.5 for a loss, and a pair of 
interceptions.

TSWA
from page 8

MEMBER 2024

TEXAS PRESS 
ASSOCIATION

https://www.community-news.com/stories/buzzy-open,73087
https://www.community-news.com/stories/bearcats-at-state-again,73085
http://www.tworld.com/weatherford
https://www.community-news.com/stories/area-playoffs,73088
https://www.community-news.com/stories/tswa-all-state,73086
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Classifieds

JOB LISTINGS
SALES REPRESENTATIVE
2 years in B2B sales and or 
Retail Sales; Must be able to 
read a tape measure; Basic 
Math Skills; Able to read blue-
prints (will train); Excellent 
Customer Service Skill; 
Organizational Skills a must; 
Eye for design; Lighting experi-
ence a plus( but not necessary 
will train for the right candi-
date; Knowledge in the build-
ing industry a plus( but will 
train for the right candidate; 
Hourly rate of $16.00 hr plus 

commissions; Email: dana@
texas-lighting.com or cather-
ine@thegalleryoflights.com

WAREHOUSE WORKER/
DELIVERY
Must be able to drive a 
front loader; Organizational 
skills, Scheduling Deliveries, 
Receiving, Maintaining 
warehouse, counting inven-
tory, basic janitorial duties, 
Handyman skills a plus, Basic 
hand tool and power tool use, 
Basic problem solving skills, 
Basic math skills, $16.00 an 

Business Cards

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
SERVICE AND REPAIR • LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

817-441-8633
• • NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS • •

817-443-9733
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR
LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

Thousands of Lifelong Customers.

With the same name and number since 1973, Billy Harris Roofing is here before, during and after the Texas 
storms. Billy Harris Roofing has had the same crews since 1992 which has paved the way to 10 consecutive 

Angie’s List Super Service Awards since 2006. Billy Harris Roofing prides itself on quality... not quantity! 
Give the experts a call today and find out for yourself why thousands of life-long customers 

have put their trust in Billy Harris Roofing • 817-249-3338 • www.billyharris-roofi ng.com

817-249-3338 Same Crews Since 1992

Same Name & Number Since 1973
Previous Awards 
from 2006 to 2015

Vanity Tops                                           Tubs 
Whirlpool Tubs                         Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE
2927 Greenlee Park Trail

Weatherford, Texas 76088

  817-341-8970
Natural Granite  •  Solid Surface  •  Silestone

Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

(817) 249-2028

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t

Ken Hartman, Proprietor

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry 
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

Hearing
Care Center
4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702
Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre
Phone: 817.263.1971

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
CHAPPELL

Operated by a subsidary  
of NRT, LLC

KIMBERLY MEYER, 
ABR, CRS, GRI

REALTOR®

Cell (817) 929-0347
kimberly.meyer@cbdfw.com

5924 Convair Drive #420  
Fort Worth, TX 76109

www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer

Global Luxury Specialist

1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 817-504-7662817-504-7662
Call for availability · Boat & RV parking - $50Call for availability · Boat & RV parking - $50

10x10 $65 • 10x20 $95 • 10x30 $14010x10 $65 • 10x20 $95 • 10x30 $140

We have lots of room  
for your stuff!

1187 MINI STORAGE1187 MINI STORAGE

Last Puzzle
 Solution

S-1672
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TexSCAN Week of 
Feb. 25-Mar. 2, 2024

ACREAGE
AFFORDABLE OWNER FINANCED LAND. We 
have some of the best in Texas. Hill Country, South 
Texas, West Texas. 800-876-9720, texasranchland.com.

AUCTIONS
90 LIMOUSIN & LIM-FLEX BULLS, Sat., 
March 9, 1 p.m., At The Ranch, Chattanooga, 
OK. 1 mile W, 2 miles S and 1 mile W on Hwy 5. 
Bid LIVE www.LiveAuctions.tv, 580-704-6739, 
www.coyotehillsok.com.

 CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE
Switch and save up to $250/year on your talk, text and 
data. No contract and no hidden fees. Unlimited talk 
and text with flexible data plans. Premium nationwide 
coverage. 100% U.S. based customer service. For more 
information, call 855-493-3803

EMPLOYMENT
Now hiring a full time Handyman at the Strake 
Jesuit Retreat and Leadership Center in Leona, TX. 
Visit www.strakejesuit.org/employment for more 
information.

ENERGY
Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
7-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

OIL & GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

WATER DAMAGE
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  
A small amount of water can lead to major damage and 
mold growth in your home. Our trusted professionals 
do complete repairs to protect your family and your 
home’s value! Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027.

   WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

 • Boarding  
• Grooming  
• Heated & Cooled  
• Indoor & Outdoor Runs 
• 24-Hour Attendant 

Ring Leaders Kennel
Aledo 817-441-8071

5 & 6 Inch Seamless Gutters • Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial • New & Repair

ROSS GUTTERS
In Business Since 1995

Office: 817-565-4658
Talk and text 817-771-9661

FREE SPLASH BLOCKS FOR A LIMITED TIME

• COMPOSITION SHINGLES
• WOOD SHINGLES
• NEW ROOFS • REROOFS
• REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 • mobile (817) 996-2726

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

Insurance Claims Handled

Free 

Estim
ates

hour - Monday - Friday 7:30-
4:30. Email: cody@texas-light-
ing.com or catherine@thegal-
leryoflights.com

LOST 
LOST: wedding band ring - 
gold inlay diamonds - reward 
offered. 817-964-1467.

SERVICES
BALLOON DECORATIONS 
for any Event: Weddings, 
Corporate, Baby Showers, 
Grand Openings, Birthdays, 
Anniversaries, Quinceaneras. 
CALL Sally 817-484-8353

PAINTING: Let my 50 years 
experience work for you. We 
do interior and exterior res-
idential and custom home 
painting. Bobby McWilliams 
817-821-6377

REQUEST FOR STATEMENTS OF QUALIFICATIONS

The City of Aledo is pleased to issue this Request for Statements of 
Qualifications to identify a firm or joint venture for materials testing ser-
vices to support construction of the City of Aledo Municipal Complex. 

The City is requesting Statements of Qualification’s (SOQ) regarding 
construction materials testing. 

Submittals will only be accepted until 2:00 p.m. on Friday, March 8, 
2024.

Bid # PW-2024-004 
CITY OF ALEDO MUNICIPAL COMPLEX – CONSTRUCTION 

MATERIALS TESTING

Request for Statements of Qualifications (RFQ) documents may be 
obtained in person from the City of Aledo City Hall, 104 Maverick 
Street, Aledo, Texas 76008 or downloaded at www.aledotx.gov. RFQ 
documents will be ready for pickup on and after February 16, 2024.

The City of Aledo website will be updated with addenda, additional 
reports or other information relevant to the RFQ. It is the sole responsi-
bility of all plan holders, whether they have received digital downloads 
or paper copies of the plans and specifications, to periodically check for 
Addenda which may have been posted on the City of Aledo website.

There will be a non-mandatory pre-submittal conference on 
February 27, 2024 at 9:00 AM. The pre-submittal conference will be 
held at Community Center Conference Room, 104 Robinson Court, 
Aledo, TX 76008.

Bidders should submit all inquiries and/or questions concerning 
this project to the person identified below by Friday, March 1, 2024 
at 5:00 P.M. Questions that result in changes to the RFQ will be 
answered in writing and copies distributed to bidders of record in 
the form of an addendum. 

Luis Gatica, P.E., CFM 
104 Maverick Street 
Aledo, Texas 76008 

817.441.7016 
lgatica@aledotx.gov

Advertisement dates:  
February 16, 2024 
February 23, 2024 
March 1, 2024

ORDINANCE NO. 210B

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF ANNETTA, TEXAS, AMENDING 
ORDINANCE 210, THE SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE AS AMENDED 
BY ORDINANCE 210A by amending CHAPTER 1, SECTION 1.8 - 
“BUILDING PERMITS,” SECTION 1.10 - “Waivers, Modifications 
and Rough Proportionality Requests,” AND SECTION 1.13 
– “AMENDMENTS”; CHAPTER 2, SECTION 2.2 – “Words and 
Terms Defined”; CHAPTER 3, SECTION 3.1 – “PLAT REQUIRED,” 
Section 3.2 – “Exemption from Platting Requirements,” 
SECTION 3.4 – “GENERAL PLATTING PROCEDURES,” SECTION 
3.7 – “OFFICIAL SUBMITTAL DATES, COMPLETENESS AND 
EXPIRATION OF APPLICATION,” SECTION 3.15 – “PROCESSING 
PRELIMINARY PLATS,” AND SECTION 3.17 – “PROCESSING 
AND APPROVAL OF FINAL PLATS, AMENDING PLATS, MINOR 
PLATS OR REPLATS”; CHAPTER 4, SECTION 4.3 – “WATER 
FACILITY REQUIREMENTS, THE USE OF WELLS,” SECTION 
4.9 – “STREET RIGHT-OF-WAY DEDICATION,” AND Section 
4.12 – “Perimeter Street Requirements”; CHAPTER 5, SECTION 
5.1 – “PRELIMINARY REQUIREMENTS FOR PLAT SUBMITTAL,” 
SECTION 5.2 – “PLATTING LAND UNDER SAME OWNERSHIP,” 
SECTION 5.3 – “PHASING DEVELOPMENT,” AND SECTION 5.9 – 
REVIEW, PROCESSING AND APPROVAL OF PRELIMINARY PLAT”; 
CHAPTER 6, SECTION 6.2 – “CONFORMITY WITH PRELIMINARY 
PLAT”; AND CHAPTER 12, Section 12.3 – “Additional 
Requirements for Replats, Minor Plats, Amending Plats, and 
Final Plat Drawings”; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL 
BE CUMULATIVE OF ALL ORDINANCES; PROVIDING A SAVINGS 
CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING 
A PENALTY CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION IN THE 
OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Any person who commits an offense under this ordinance shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be fined not more than Five 
Hundred Dollars ($500.00) for each offense. Each day any such viola-
tion shall be allowed to continue shall constitute a separate offense. 

This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its pas-
sage and publication as required by state law and it is so ordained.

PASSED AND APPROVED on this 15th day of February, 2024. 

(s) Sandy Roberts 
Mayor

Attest: 
(s) Jamee Long 
Town Secretary

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals addressed to Cresson Crossroads MUD No. 2 for 
Avanzada Phase 1 Drainage Improvements, will be received at the 
office of Barron-Stark Engineers, 6221 Southwest Boulevard, Fort 
Worth, Texas 76132 until

12:00 Noon, Friday March 15th, 2024

And publicly opened.  Bids must be mailed or delivered to the place 
of opening prior to the time stated above.  Any bidder desiring an 
electronic copy of the proposal form and bid documents should 
email their request to mariaf@barronstark.com.

The Proposal (s) shall be for the furnishing of all labor, materials, and 
equipment for performing all work required for the construction of 
the Avanzada Phase 1 Drainage Improvements.

A performance bond, payment bond, and maintenance bond in the 
amount of not less than one hundred percent (100%) of the contract 
price, conditioned upon the faithful performance of the contract and 
upon payment of all persons supplying labor or furnishing materials 
WILL be required by the Cresson Crossroads MUD No. 2.  

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all bids and waive any 
or all irregularities.  No bid may be withdrawn until the expiration of 
sixty (60) days from the date bids are opened.

Barron-Stark Engineers, LP

Publication: February 23, 2024 
  March 1, 2024

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor 

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100  
Aledo, TX 76008  
Bus. 817-441-4108 • Fax 800-656-0301 
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com 
www.edwardjones.com

http://www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
http://www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer
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Standards Link: Find similarities and differences in common objects.

Can you �nd your way through this 
slimey Oobleck maze?

It’s raining Oobleck!

Standards Link: Language Arts: 
Write persuasively.

Look for an 
advertisement in 

the newspaper that 
you like. Rewrite the 

advertisement to make 
an ad to sell Oobleck.

Oobleck 
Advertisement

Is it a 
liquid?

STUFF YOU’LL NEED:

DIRECTIONS:

Can you find at 
least 10 differences 
between these two 

pictures?

Measure ½ cup of water and pour into a bowl. If you 

have food coloring, add a few drops to the water.

Measure 1 cup of cornstarch. Pour into your bowl.

Mix the water and cornstarch for 10 minutes to 

make it just right. You might want to take turns with 

a partner.

1.

2.

3.

1 cup of cornstarch
½ cup of water
Food coloring (just for fun)
A bowl 
Your hands

•
•
•
•
•

TRY THIS:
After your Oobleck is well mixed, gently feel the top.
What does it feel like?

Next, pick up a handful of Oobleck and squeeze it into a ball. What does it feel like now?

Can you pick up any other liquids and make them into a solid ball?

Open your hand with the Oobleck ball sitting on your palm. What happens?

Oobleck acts like both a liquid and a solid! Make 
some yourself and feel this crazy substance!

Or is it a 
solid?

Standards Link: Conduct simple science experiments; understand suspensions.

© 2024 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Je� Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 40, No. 12

The noun force means the use 
of power, energy, or strength.

FORCE

Try to use the word force 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

It took force to open the 
door on a windy day.

This week’s word:

Standards Link: Language Arts: Follow simple written directions.

Oobleck gets it name from a book by Dr. Seuss. 
In the book, sticky green gobs of goo fall from 

the sky. They call it Oobleck.
Use the code to discover the name of the book.

A =
B =
C =
D =

E =
H =
K =
L =

M =
N =
O =
P =

R =
S =
T =
W=

ANSWER: “Goo! Goo!”

Make a two-column chart. Title one column 
LIQUID and the other SOLID. Look through 
the newspaper and find things that are a liquid 
and a solid. Write the names of things you 
found in the column where it belongs.
Standards Link: Conduct simple research; sort items by qualities.

Where does Oobleck �t? Frozen 
Findings
Using all five senses, 

write a description of ice.
Standards Link: Language Arts: 
Write using descriptive details.

With hundreds of topics, every 
Kid Scoop  printable activity pack 
features six-to-seven pages of 
high-interest extra learning 
activities for home and 
school! Get your free 
sample today at:

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

O

D

B

Y

H

A

K

L

D

Z

C

X

S

D

I

L

O

S

C

N

U

K

Q

R

X

E

N

J

E

L

P

D

P

O

U

R

O

P

L

N

N

M

H

P

I

W

O

A

C

T

S

I

W

S

A

H

B

O

W

L

Y

X

B

T

Q

R

L

I

Q

U

I

D

E

O

V

F

E

E

L

V

W

R

Y

Z

A

R

C

J

P

S

ACTS
BALL
BOWL
CRAZY
CUP
DROPS
FEEL
HAND
LIQUID
MIX
OOBLECK
OPEN
POUR
SOLID
WATER

The corn flour doesn’t dissolve 
in the __________. Instead, 

it becomes “suspended” 
in the water.

Corn flour is made up of 
billions of tiny, irregularly 

____________ grains of starch. 
When water is added, the liquid 

flows around each grain of 
starch, and the little grains 

_________ around each other. 
This makes your mixture runny 
as particles slip over and around 

each other.

When a sudden _________ 
force is applied, the starch 

particles lock together, and the 
mixture ________________ 

and acts like a solid.

As soon as the force is removed, 
the water surrounds each of the 
grains again, and the mixture 

becomes ________ once more.

Replace the missing words.

Particles without force.

Particles when Oobleck is squeezed together.
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Do Great at State!Do Great at State!

Avery Faulkner, Victoria Crews, 
Porter Lane, Julia Gordy and Haley Roberson 

Good Luck in Austin 
Aledo Swimmers

BOYS BASKETBALL

Bearcats buzz Arlington Heights
Second bi-district 
win ever 
By Ryan Wade
The Community News

For just the second time in pro-
gram history, the Aledo Bearcats 
basketball team won a bi-district 
title. 

The Bearcats (20-12), who 
finished fourth in District 
5-5A, edged out 6-5A champi-
on Arlington Heights, 48-46, at 
Cleburne High School on Tuesday, 
Feb. 20, to advance to the area 
round for the first time since the 
2001-02 season. The Bearcats 
were playing Colleyville Heritage 
(27-6) at press time.

Aledo leaned heavily on their 
perimeter play early on to estab-
lish a comfortable lead. Jackson 
Todd, Owen Peterson, and 
Joaquin Pacheco accounted for 
14 of the Bearcats’ 16 first-quarter 
points, all while shooting from 
outside the paint. 

Starting off the second quar-
ter with a nine-point cushion, 
Pacheco went to work. The 
junior guard put in a couple of 
buckets, drained a three-point-
er, and knocked down a pair of 
free throws for nine of Aledo’s 13 
points in the frame. 

With Arlington Heights set-
tling into their offense in the 
second quarter while doing equal 
damage, Aledo headed into the 
break at halftime still holding 
onto a nine-point advantage.

The second half became about 
survivability for the Bearcats. The 
Hornets worked out the kinks in 

their offense that held them to 
just seven points in the first quar-
ter, and were chipping away at 
Aledo’s lead in the third quarter. 
Arlington Heights outpaced the 
Bearcats 12-9 in the third stanza, 
cutting the Bearcat lead to just six 
points with a quarter left to play.

Within striking distance with 
the game winding to a close, the 
Hornets threw everything they 
had left in the tank at Aledo in the 
fourth quarter. They outscored 
the Bearcats once more, 14-10, in 

the final quarter. Coming close to 
punching their ticket for free bas-
ketball in overtime, Aledo did just 
enough to hold off the Hornets.

Class 5A bidistrict boys 
basketball
Bearcats vs. Arlington 
Heights – Feb. 20

Aledo 16 13 9 10  - 48
AHHS 7 13 12 14  - 46
Aledo scoring: Joaquin Pacheco 18, Jackson 
Todd 10, Jack Sawyer 9, Owen Peterson 5, Cohen 
Christie 5, Kaydon Finley 1.

ALEDO ISD 

The Aledo Bearcat basketball team celebrates with their bi-district 
champion trophy after defeating AHHS on Tuesday, Feb. 20 in Cleburne.  

GIRLS BASKETBALL

TCA advances

Regional finals next
Staff Reports
The Community News

Fueled by a tenacious defense, 
the Willow Park Trinity Christian 
Academy Lady Eagles won 48-31 
at No. 1 seed Dallas Christian in 
a TAPPS Class 4A playoff game, 
Tuesday Feb 20. 

Sadie Gough led the Lady Eagles 
with 21 points and Emily Ickert scored 
20. Ella Cockrum scored four and 
Berlynn Kazknowski added three.

Cockrum and Carolyn Thompson 
were praised for their rebounding, 
while Kaznowski was praised for 
adding a spark to the offense and 
defense. Ava Luecker was also laud-
ed for her play.

TCA was 19-of-25 at the free 
throw line and hit more 3-point bas-
kets (7) than 2-pointers (4). Ickert 
hit four treys and Gough made three.

The Lady Eagles will play Lake 
Country Christian School in the 
regional finals Friday, Feb . 23 at 
6:30 p.m. at Azle High School.

PHOTO COURTESY OF WILLOW PARK TCA

The Willow Park Trinity Christian Lady Eagles have advanced to the TAPPS 
Class 4A Region I finals.

http://christijamesinsurance.com
https://www.community-news.com/stories/bearcats-buzz-arlington-heights,73090
https://www.community-news.com/stories/tca-advances,73089
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TRACK

Kangaroo Relays
ALEDO FFA

Area youths scramble to wins at stock show
Two Aledo FFA members and 

one Weatherford FFA member 
caught calves at the Fort Worth 
Stock Show and Rodeo, earning 
each a $500 purchase certificate 
for a show heifer and the chance 
for up to $16,000 in scholarship 
awards.

On Jan. 29, Aledo FFA mem-
ber Ellie Walters caught her 
calf. Walters’s parents are Tracey 
Easley and Brett Walters. Her 
award was sponsored by Kristen 
and Jonathan Deweese.

On Feb 2, Weatherford FFA 
member Maddox Redford caught 
a calf. Tedford’s parents are 
Amber and Jason Tedford. His 
award was sponsored by Dillard 
Feed of Weatherford.

Aledo FFA member Ella Isabel 
caught a calf. Isbell’s parents are 
April and Glenn Isbell. Her award 
was sponsored by Worthington 
Bank.

One of the Stock Show’s most 
iconic and popular events, the 
calf scramble gives 20 students 
an opportunity to catch 10 calves 
during one of 22 performances 
of the Fort Worth Stock Show 
& Rodeo held Jan. 12 through 
Feb. 3. Those not catching calves 
receive a pair of Justin Boots 
courtesy of the western footwear 
maker. Justin Boots and Texas 
Mutual Insurance Company are 
overall underwriters for the calf 
scramble Program.

 Since the Fort Worth Calf 
Scramble began in 1987, more 
than 7,600 4-H and FFA mem-
bers were able to catch a calf in 
the rodeo arena for a combined 
$4.1 million in heifer purchase 
certificates. Each student will use 
the purchase certificate toward 
the cost of a heifer that he or she 
will raise and exhibit at next year’s 
stock show. Exhibitors that submit 
monthly reports and a final essay 
may be eligible for scholarship 
awards that can range between 
$500 and $16,000. Thanks to the 
efforts of the calf scramble spon-
sors and committee members, 
1,478 of those winners received a 
combined total of $2.94 million 
in scholarships.

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Ella Isbell won a $500 purchase certificate toward a heifer for a 4-H or 
FFA project for exhibition at next year’s Fort Worth Stock Show & Rodeo. 
The certificate, presented by Stock Show Calf Scramble Committee 
Chairman, Paxton Motheral, was sponsored by Worthington Bank.

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Maddox Tedford won a $500 purchase certificate toward a heifer for a 4-H 
or FFA project for exhibition at next year’s Fort Worth Stock Show & Rodeo. 
The certificate, presented by Stock Show Calf Scramble Committee 
Chairman, Paxton Motheral, was sponsored by Dillard Feed of Weatherford.

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Ellie Walters won a $500 purchase certificate toward a heifer for a 4-H or 
FFA project for exhibition at next year’s Fort Worth Stock Show & Rodeo. The 
certificate, presented by Stock Show Calf Scramble Committee Chairman, 
Paxton Motheral, was sponsored by Kristen and Jonathan Deweese. 

Aledo teams open 
strong
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

The Aledo Bearcats and Ladycats 
are - if you’ll pardon the punl - are 
once again expected to go far this 
track and field season. However, this 
past week they only traveled a few 
miles down the road to compete in 
the Weatherford Kangaroo Relays on 
Thursday, Feb. 15.

The Bearcats won the boys 
competition with 178 points, easi-
ly outdistancing runner-up Euless 
Trinity with 95 and third-place 
Weatherford with 91. The Ladycats 
had a bit closer of a battle, but still 
took the top spot with 135 points, 
followed by Trinity with 129.25.

For the Bearcats it was their 15th 
consecutive team championship in 
a regular-season meet dating to the 
2021 season.

The Ladycats were led by Sofia 
Brandenburg with a pair of individual 
gold medals in the 800-meter and 
1600 runs, while Savannah Thompson 
won gold in the 100 hurdles. The 
Ladycats also won the 400 relay 
with Mykel Murry, Mayden Mitchell, 
Brandenburg and Addison Smith.

Lauren St. Peters doubled up on 
gold in the shot put and discus, Taylor 
McKenzie won the high jump and 
the Ladycats went 1-2-3 in the pole 
vault with Taylor Hindman, Maggie 
Kilburn and Claire Campbell.

The Bearcats won two relays, the 
400 with Adrian Adam Averett, Jayton 
Owens and Aven Lawrence, and the 
1600 with the same foursome. Bradley 
Campbell and Evan Murdock finished 
third and third in the pole vault and 
Carson Dempsey won the discus.

The Bearcats and Ladycats will 
compete in the Keller Falcon Fast 
Invitational in Keller on Feb. 24.

Top Aledo results
Girls
Team 

135 points, first place.

Top individual finishes

100-meter dash: 6. Leighton 
Bratcher, 12.98.

400: 3. Mykel Murry, 1:01.17; 4. 
Addison Smith, 1:02.01; 6. Mayden 
Mitchell, 1:04.40.

800: 1. Sofia Brandenburg, 2:18.67; 
3. Murry, 2:22.86.

1600: 1. Brandenburg, 5:15.23; 5. 
Molly Garrison, 5:25.50.

3200: 2. Garrison, 11:43.00; 6. 
Madison Larsen, 12:02.93.

100 Hurdles: 1. Savannah Thompson, 
17.29; 3. Ainsley Elmore, 18.14.

300 Hurdles: 6. Elmore, 51.70.

4x100 Relay: 6. Allie Graham, Sarah 
Edwards, Macie Laidley, Amely 
Bischof, 53.36.

4x200 Relay: 5.Thompson, Emma 
Davis, Edwards, Laidley, 1:51.20.

4x400 Relay: 1. Murry, Mitchell, 
Brandenburg, Smith, 4:04.01.

High Jump: 1. Taylor McKenzie, 5-05.

Pole Vault: 1. Taylor Hindman, 12-07; 
2. Maggie Kilburn, 11-06; 3. 3. 
Claire Campbell, 10-00.

Long Jump: 3. Elmore, 16-0; 6. 
Laidley, 14-07.

Triple Jump: 2. Thompson, 33-09; 5. 
Laidley, 31-02.

Shot Put: 1. Lauren St Peters, 47-01.

Discus: 1. St Peters, 159-06.

Boys
Team

178 points, first place.

Top individual finishes

400: 2. Trey Warner, 50.99.

800: 4. Anderson Smith, 2:04.64; 6. 
Warner, 2:06.15.

1600: 5. Jack Fink, 4:43.45; 6. Smith, 
4:45.47.

3200: 3. Fink, 10:19.48; 6. Tyler 
Connelly, 10:32.34.

110 Hurdles: 2. Evan Thompson, 15.16.

300 Hurdles: 3. Thompson, 42.23; 4. 
Lincoln Tubbs, 42.30.

4x100 Relay: 1. Adrian Fuller, Adam 
Averett, Jayton Owens, Aven 
Lawrence, 42.49.

4x200 Relay: 4. Fuller, Ben McElree, 
Tubbs, Kai Taylor, 1:32.49.

4x400 Relay: 1. Averett, Owens, 
Fuller, Lawrence, 3:27.15.

High Jump: 4. Averett, 6-00.

Pole Vault: 1. Bradley Campbell, 
14-03; 3. Evan Murdock, 11-06.

Long Jump: 4. Averett, 22-05; 5. 
Taylor, 22-03.

Shot Put: 2. Carson Dempsey, 45-03; 

5. Cody Cartwright, 42-02.

Discus: 1. Dempsey, 136-00.

Top Weatherford results
Boys 
Team

91 points, third place.

Top individual finishes

400: 6. Wyatt Reeves, 51.98.

1600: 4. Gal Josh, 4:43.32.

110 Hurdles: 6. Asa Dowling, 16.08.

4x100 Relay: 4. Cory Pantoja, 
Jaiden Parker, James Gray, Colton 
McClure, 43.08.

4x200 Relay: 3. Gray, Reno McCrory, 
Parker, McClure, 1:31.96.

4x400 Relay: 5. Kaden Axel, Reeves, 
McCrory, McClure, 3:34.31.

High Jump: 6. Robert Taylor, 5-10.

Long Jump: 2. Dayton Kreipe, 
22-10.50.

Shot Put: 1. Liam Riley, 45-05.50.

Girls
Team

48.25 points, fourth place

Top individual finishes

400: 5. Lucy Kentner, 1:03.62.

800: 4. Rayla Castillo, 2:26.48.

1600: 4. Castillo, 5:19.69.

3200: 4. Remington Boone, 11:48.66.

100 Hurdles: 2. Victoria Kourouma, 
17.62.

300 Hurdles: 3. Amelia Whittle, 
50.67; 4. Kourouma, 51.31.

4x100 Relay: 3. Nyashia Thomas, 
Jaidah Nieto, Landri Polk, Ava 
Garrett, 50.76.

4x200 Relay: 4. Thomas, Whittle, 
Nieto, Chloe Peterson, 1:50.12.

4x400 Relay: 6. Kentner, Kourouma, 
Whittle, Peterson, 4:23.62.

High Jump: 2. Jodie Kreipe, 5-02.

Pole Vault: 5. Ashley Garner, 9-00; 6. 
Hailey McDaniel, 8-08.

Long Jump: 4. Thomas, 15-02.50.

Triple Jump: 4. Kourouma, 31-07.

Discus: 2. Braelee Gilbert, 113-09.

Aledo JV results
Girls
Team

110 points, second place (Euless 
Trinity first with 114)

Top individual finishes

100-Meters: 3. Alexa Plants, 13.35.

200: 1. Plants, 27.25.

400: 5. Sadie Williams, 1:08.94.

800: 2. Carley Couch, 2:44.23; 3. 
Kjersten Loy, 2:45.36.

1600: 1. Couch, 5:55.10.

3200: 1. Couch, 12:45.86.

100 Hurdles: 6. Braylin Wiggins, 
19.05.

300 Hurdles: 5. Wiggins, 54.97.

4x100 Relay: 6. Morgan Estevez, 
Hannah Hubley, Trinity Hindman, 
Eden Anderson, 53.68.

4x200 Relay: 4. Jillian Moore, Hailey 
Wilson, Taelynn Price, Plants, 1:54.87.

4x400 Relay: 3. Moore, Eden Anderson, 
Mariah Freeman, Price, 4:36.80.

Pole Vault: 1. Austyn Johnson, 10-00; 
2. Kara Overstreet, 9-06; 4. 
Kaitlyn Walker, 8-06.

Long Jump: 6. Hindman, 14-03.

Triple Jump: 3. Estevez, 30-05.

Discus: 4. Nealee Parsons, 71-07.50.

Boys
Team

171 points, first place (Trinity second 
with 86)

Top individual finishes

200: 2. Lamel Swanson, 23.73.

400:1. Vincent Luffey, 52.15.

800: 1. Luke Schabel, 2:06.81.

1600: 1. Schabel, 4:48.70; 4. Bo 
Merrill, 4:59.41.

3200: 1. Merrill, 10:36.47; 4. Ian 
Robbins, 11:00.26; 5. Reed Murray, 
11:08.88.

110 Hurdles: 1. Isaac Brooks, 16.93.

300 Hurdles: 2. Briley Perkins, 
45.93; 6. Brooks, 46.45.

4x100 Relay: 1. Jeremiah Johnson, 
Cash Martin, Bayne Martin, Kutter 
Harrel, 45.16.

4x200 Relay: 1. Johnson, C. Martin, 
B. Martin, Rock West, 1:35.00.

4x400 Relay: 1. C. Martin, B. Martin, 
Harrel, Kane Kusich, 3:42.75.

High Jump: 4. Brooks, 5-04.

Pole Vault: 1. Lukas Green, 11-06; 
4. Jace Schull, 10-06; 5. Landon 
Kusich, 10-06.

Long Jump: 1. C. Martin, 19-04.50.

Shot Put: 1. Omari Din-Mbuh, 37-10; 
6. Decker Sanders, 34-08.50.

SOFTBALL

Ladycats off to solid start
Mansfield Tourna-
ment this weekend
Staff Reports
The Community News

The Aledo Ladycats softball 
team is off to a 5-2 start this sea-
son. Their most recent victory was 
2-0 at home over Waco Midway. 
Taylor McKean pitched a one-hit-
ter and struck out 13.

Feb. 13
Aledo 9, Waxahachie 2
Aledo leading hitters: Ana Flores 2 H, 
2B, RBI; Kyleigh Pawlak 2 H, 2B, 2 RBI; 
Marina Tavares 2B, HP, RBI; Austyn 
Marriage 2B, BB; Brenlee Gonzales 2B, 
2BB.
Aledo pitching: Gonzales 5 IP, 2 H 2 ER, 
8 K, 3 BB; Taylor McKean 2 IP, 1 H, 3 K, 
0 BB.

Forney Tournament - 
Feb. 15-17
Aledo 7, Keller 2
Aledo leading hitters: Delaney Rosser 3 
H, 2 HR, 6 RBI; Addie Perry 2 H; Pawlak 
2 H; Kennis Marx 3 H, 2B, RBI.
Aledo pitching: McKean 6 IP, 2 H, 2 ER, 
12 K, 1 BB.
Aledo 8, Prosper 1
Aledo leading hitters: Perry 3 H, HR, 
RBI; Gonzales 2 H; Tavares 2 H, HR, 4 
RBI.
Aledo pitching: Gonzales 5 IP, 2 H, 0 ER, 
7 K, 2 BB.
Mansfield Lake Ridge 5, 
Aledo 0
Aledo leading hitter: Flores 1 H.
Aledo pitching: Rylee Marx 5.1 IP, 3 H, 0 
ER, 1 K, 5 BB.
Aledo 6, Hallsville 0
Aledo leading hitters: Gonzales 3 H, 2B, 
HR, 2 RBI; Rosser 2B; Pawlak 2B, RBI.

Aledo pitching: Gonzales 6 IP, 4 H, 4K, 
0 BB.

Melissa 11, Aledo 2

Aledo leading hitter: Marriage HR, 2 
RBI.

Aledo pitching: McKean 3.2 IP, 6 H, 4 
ER, 4 K, 5 BB; R. Marx 0.1 IP, 2 H, 3 ER, 
1 K, 3 BB.

Feb. 20

Aledo 2, Waco Midway 0

Aledo leading hitters: Perry 2 H, BB, 
RBI; K. Marx 2 H, 2B; Flores 2B.

Aledo pitching: McKean 7 IP, 1 H, 13 K, 
2 BB.

A great way to start the day!
The CommuniTy news

community-news.com

https://www.community-news.com/stories/kangaroo-relays,73205
https://www.community-news.com/stories/area-youths-scramble-to-wins-at-stock-show,73206
https://www.community-news.com/stories/ladycats-off-to-solid-start,73207

