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Mome to
the 29th
annual Good News

edition of The
Community News.

Twenty-nine years
ago, we made a
decision that one
issue of the paper
each year ought to
emphasize good
news. News about
pandemics, train
wrecks, and political
corruption can take
a back seat while we
celebrate the end

of one year and the

beginning of a new
one.

We invite you to
check
community-news.
com for breaking
news during the
holidays.

We hope you enjoy
this issue - and we
hope you and all who
are dear to you have
a wonderful 2024!
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“If that is your dream, and you
want to go for it, go for it. You
just take it one step and one day
at a time, and don’t let others or
anything hold you back.”

Kara Jones begins
new career with
new degree

By John English

The Community News

By the time most people are in
their mid-to-late 50s, retirement
is the next major milestone in life.

But for Aledo resident Kara
Jones, that was the time she decid-
ed to pursue her bachelor's degree
- her second bachelor's degree.

The Natchez, Mississippi
native received her Bachelor of
Science in Nursing on Dec. 15
from the University of Texas at
Arlington, and in so doing accom-
plished a lifelong goal.

"This is something that I've
always really wanted to do," Jones
said. "I graduated from TCU a
long time ago. I got my degree
in kinesiology and worked as a
clinical exercise physiologist, and
I've had a long career. I was a cor-
porate wellness program director,
and I've worked in hospitals, so

- Kara Jones

I've had a very diverse career in
the healthcare industry.

"But this is something I've
always wanted to do, and the time
was just never right with life and
children. My husband is a great
support system, and he finally
told me, "You always wanted to do
it, go do it."

Jones, 61, graduated from
TCU in 1984, so when she decided
to pursue her nursing degree, she
had to retake a few prerequisites
before entering the program in
20109.

"In the beginning, it was
rough, because it's so different
than how we did it," Jones said.
"We went to class, and we had
books, and now, 90 percent of
what you do is online. So I had to
transition to that way of thinking
and really became a lot more pro-
ficient with the computer because
I had to. So that was a challenge
for me, but I had help along the
way and guidance along the way.
But yeah, it was night and day"

Hudson Oaks - Willow Park, Texas

COURTESEY PHOTO

At an age when many folks are preparing for retirement, Kara Jones
of Aledo is preparing for a new career after receiving her Bachelor of
Science in Nursing from the University of Texas at Arlington.

Age an asset her age also proved to be a great

While Jones was older than
most of her peers in the nursing
program, the Aledo woman said

asset in certain respects.
Turn to JONES, page 4

Amy Slape answers he phone call during her final week of
employment with Aledo ISD. She has officially retired after 16

years with the district.

RYAN WADE/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Am 1 retirin “When my husband and I first got
,y S ape et g’ married, we lived in Lewisville,” Slape
excited about future recalled. “He was in the hotel business,
Bv Rvan Wade too. We both decided to get out, because
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When the calendar turns over and
we welcome in a new year every Jan.
1, for most people it symbolizes a new
beginning. It’s a time to dream new
dreams, set new goals, or to take on a
new challenge.

After 16 years at Aledo ISD, for
Amy Slape the new year marks the
start of a new adventure: retirement.

“My plans are three-fold,” Slape
said. “I have a grandbaby. She’s 18
months old. To me, that’s life. I want to
be part of her life. I don’t know if that’s
the main reason, but it really kind of is.

“The second reason is, I want to
spend more time with my mom while I
have her. And thirdly, my husband and
I want to travel. We went to Paris and
London last October for the first time,
and the travel bug got us”

DFW all through

While travel is a big part of her plans
for retirement, Slape is a DFW girl
through-and-through. Raised in Fort
Worth, she graduated from Arlington
Heights High School back in “nine-
teen-something-or-other.” After high
school she went off to college at Texas
A&M, but returned to DFW to work in
hotels once her degree was finished.

you need to be more flexible as far as
where youre going to live. Every three
or four years, they want you to move to a
different place.”

She spent a dozen years as a human
resources director for hotels all over the
Metroplex. She finished up her career
working at a Hilton in Arlington and
a Sheraton in Las Colinas. While she
enjoyed the work, as her young family
began to grow, she enjoyed being at
home with her children much more.

Coming to Aledo

In 1996 they decided to move out of
the city to a quiet, small town west of Fort
Worth called Aledo. While her children
attended school, Slape began to volunteer
at the school. Sixteen years ago when her
family purchased a new home on Crown
Road that put her youngest child in the
Weatherford ISD, she decided to inter-
view for a job with Aledo schools.

“My youngest still had four more
years until graduation,” Slape remem-
bered. “When I interviewed, I said I just
needed to be somewhere for four years.
That turned into 16.

“My husband is retired. We both just
want to have down time. I feel like my
life has been on fast-forward. When I
started here, it was at the middle school. I

Turn to SLAPE, page 4
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Around
> Parker County

Aledo Athletic Club - Your Bridge to Health

Americans struggle, year after
year, around getting fit, eating bet-
ter, and losing weight.

Those goals often seem elusive in
our busy world, but Aledo Athletic
Club can help you get there.

Owner Shane Davis wasn’t
always as fit as he is today. In fact,
he once weighed about 400 pounds.
Following college he put on weight,
and struggled with yo-yo dieting.

“Ineeded to figure out how to get
healthy and enter the gym,” Davis
said. “I got under 300 pounds, but
never really stayed there.”

That changed in 2006 or 2007
when he came to Aledo and start-
ed working out with a trainer. He
weighed 296 in January and com-
peted at 178 pounds in December.

“It took discipline — there were a
lot of things that that I had to dispel
from my mind of what constitutes a
healthy meal,” Davis said. The issue
wasn’t just losing the weight, it was
keeping it off.

“I think that's where most diets
today fail,” Davis said. “They, can get
you where you want to go, but they
can't keep you there.”

Shane has taken what he learned
and now provides the coaching and
support to help others reach their
goals as well.

“I was the king of the late night
drive thru — whatever is quickest,
because my schedule was hectic. I
made every excuse in the world,”
Davis said. You have to plan, you
have to have a goal and, and then
you have to have a plan B for when
that when that goal doesn't work

out — you're sitting in a restaurant
that you didn't plan on being in and
what do I do now?

“And that's, that's where I can
help you. My phone's on 24/7. If
I'm awake, I'm answering, if you
know ahead of time, hey, I'm gonna
go to this restaurant, we look at the
menu together, I help you pick out
the best meal for you. And I don't
think you're gonna get that a lot of
other places.”

Aledo Athletic Club is celebrat-
ing its 10 year in business, and can

accommodate beginners up to fit-
ness enthusiasts.

“What we are probably best at
is being supportive of your goals,
whether you're a beginner, or
whether you're an experienced lift-
er, you can come into our gym,
and you're gonna be welcomed with
open arms. And if you need help,
we're going to be here to help you; if
you know what you're doing, you're
welcome to go on your own.”

Shane knows the struggles many

people deal with in getting healthy
because he has been there.

and Fitness

Aledo Athletic Club has both
machines and free weights, cardio
equipment, and personal training.
You can go all the way from basic
calisthenics to CrossFit all under
one 4,000 square-foot roof.

Whatever your goals, Shane and
Aledo Athletic Club can help you
get there.

“I understand the motivation,”
Davis said. “And I also understand
that sense of desperation when you
feel like you're trying everything,
and yet the scale isn't moving or
it's barely moving. You've got to

find some reasons to continue on,
whether that be for your own health
or someone else's health, but you've
got to keep going. As with anything
in life, if you keep fighting, and
you keep pushing, and you keep
your your head down, you will see
success.”

Aledo Athletic Club is located at
601 South FM 1187 in Aledo. Find
out more by visiting https://aledofit-
ness.com/ or call 817-441-2444.

ATEX TRASH

(@ ServICE

PROVIDING EXCELLENT
SERVICE FOR THOSE
OUTSIDE THE CITY LIMITS

! WEEKLY SERVICE:
$40 PER MONTH

Locally owned and
operated since 2010

Tiv GREEN:
817-344-8464

WWW.ATEXTRASH.COM

CLEAR FORK
VETERINARY
CLINIC

8400 Eost 1-20
Aledo, TX 76008
(817) 878-5190

We believe the best care for
your pet comes from a lifetime
approach, supported by the
guidance of a trusted
veterinary team.

YOUR PET.
OUR PASSION.

Mon-Fri Bam-5:30pm
Sat Bom-12:00pm
Closed on Sundays

Propane
Sales and
Service

1958-2023

&/ ‘BUTANE 0., INC.

WYERARS

OF PROPANE

“BEEN HERE AND WILL BE HERE”

Since 1958

5 Generations of the
Same Family,
Same Phone Number,

Same Address

103 W. Church

On the Square in Weatherford

817-596-8758 * 817-594-2612

I-20 ANIMAL HOSPITAL
817-341-3331

i ANIMAL .
Hospry o

Office:
Mobile:
Email:

GENERAL PET WELLNESS

Digital including dental
e LASER THERAPY
e Computed Tomography
(CT scan)-NEW!

3713 Fort Worth Hwy
Hudson Oaks, TX 76087

OPEN 24 HOURS
DAILY

* EMERGENCY & CRITICAL

HEALTH CARE CARE

e INTERNAL MEDICINE e COMPLETE IN-HOUSE

e SURGERY LABORATORY
General and Advanced e DENTAL CARE

e RADIOLOGY General and Advanced

e ULTRASONOGRAPHY
e ONCOLOGY
e ENDOSCOPY

Between Exits 415 and 414

www.I-20animalhospital.com

CHRISTI JAMES INSURANCE

817-443-9747
254-592-8739
cjames@twfg.com

107 Larson Lane, Suite 300-C
Aledo, TX 76008

Our Policy is Caring

ChristiJameslnsurance.com

Independent agency serving all your home,
auto, business and life insurance needs

NO MATTER YOUR NEED,
WE HAVE YOU COVERED

CALL ME TODAY FOR
A FREE QUOTE!

BRANCH OWNER
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ORTHODONTICS

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

MyserOrtho.com + 817-441-8700 « Aledo & Willow Park
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Town of Annetta hosts

NEW, UNWRAFPPED TOYS ONLY

CAMPAIGN RUNS
S 1 0OCTOBER
THROUGH  DECEMBER

&P MARINE CoRPs RESERVE

TOYSIF OR | TOTs
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SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Rico Remigio is shown with Julie Hale, Toys for Tots coordinator for this

area.

Special to The Community News

The Town of Annetta recently
hosted a Toys for Tots drive from
Oct. 20 through Dec. 18. Just before
the Nov. 16 Annetta City Council
meeting, all members of the council
dropped off toys, which essentially

filled one large toy box along with
other donations.

“I want to thank Rico Remigio for
coordinating the Toys for Tots drive
at the Annetta City Hall, Annetta
Mayor Sandy Roberts said. “It is an
honor to be part of a community that

Tots drive
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SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Annetta City Council members Danny Coffman, Bruce Pinckard, and Shane Mudge, WebEx facilitator Eric Heaton,
council members Kent Stasey and Jim Causey, Mayor Sandy Roberts, and City Secretary Jamee Long gave a jump

start to toy collections in Annetta.

is so giving of others. I look forward to
making this an annual event.

“I wish everyone a very Happy
Holiday and a safe and Happy New
Year!”

Originally, the toy drive ended
on Dec. 8 with two full boxes and
one bicycle donated. After a request
from Toys for Tots, the toy drive
was extended to Dec. 18, which
resulted in one full additional box
of toys donated. Tracy Jack com-
mented on a Facebook post “We're
so glad you extended the deadline.
My daughter had her birthday party
over the weekend and the girls all

brought Toys for Tots! — all my
daughter’s idea!”

Remigio, a 22-year Navy veter-
an, first volunteered with Toys for
Tots while stationed in Columbus,
Ohio while co-located with the
Marines.

“I saw the joy in families
when we were distributing
toys, and I immediately fell
in love with this program,’
Remigio exclaimed.

Julie Hale, Toys for Tots
coordinator for this area,
said the need for toys is growing
every year.

“Last year we served a little over
5,500 children and we were pre-
pared for about 7,500 this year.
We had an overwhelming surge in
applications for assistance: over
11,700,” Hale said. “We couldn’t fill
the need without communities like
yours pitching in and help-
ing out.”

All toys donated will
benefit children in Hood,
Somervell, Parker, and
Erath counties. To learn
more about Toys for Tots
and how you can help or
donate for our area, visit toysfortots.
org.
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Re-Elect

Dr. Glenn

ZROGERS

A
... SIATE REPRESENTATIVE

BIDEN IS NOT WORKING TO STOP BORDER CROSSERS
AND ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS, GLENN ROGERS IS!

INCREASED BORDER SECURITY SPENDING BY 630%.
PAID FOR ACTUAL WALL BUILDING.
VOTED TO GIVE TEXAS STATE TROOPERS THE RIGHT TO ARREST.
NOW, HE IS WORKING TO INCREASE SENTENCES ON CONVICTED BORDER CRIMINALS BY 20 YEARS!

PD. POL. ADV. BY GLENN ROGERS CAMPAIGN
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JONES

from page one

"To some extent, being older
and having the maturity and having
my life experiences and having to
persevere through roadblocks and
things along the way worked to my
advantage,’ Jones said. "I would say
that 99 percent of the students are
in their 20s and some are in their
30s, but I've really made a lot of
friends and have a great support
system.

"We call it trauma bonding. We
got to be real good friends real-
ly quick and supported each other
along the way."

Being older served her well in
dealing with a few of her professors
as well.

"I've had some clinical instruc-
tors who were bullies," Jones said.
"I've had a lot who were great and
very helpful, but some that were
very tough. I think with my age and
maturity and experience, it's helped
me persevere."

Lots of travel

Another hardship Jones faced
along the way was the sheer dis-
tance and travel time involved in
obtaining her degree.

"I always knew nursing was
tough," Jones said. "But I never
expected it to be at this degree. I

think it is the hardest undergradu-
ate degree that you can get.

"I live in Aledo, and UTA
placed one of my clinical rota-
tions at Medical City-Plano. That
was tough because I had to make
arrangements."

Jones would stay with a friend
who lives in Plano, spend all week-
end doing clinical work, and come
back to Aledo on Monday.

She then had a medical rotation
where she was placed in Denton
and would have to wake up at 4 a.m.
to get out on the road.

Eventually, Jones' husband,
Andrew, stepped in.

"You know how treacherous 35
North is," Jones said. "It gets dark
and you can't see. I got caught in a
really bad storm one morning, and I
couldn't see, and I was really upset.
I came home and told my husband
and he said, 'From now on, I'm
going to drive you. I told him he
didn't have to do that, but he said,
"Yeah, I do. I promised your daddy
that I would take care of you, and
that's what I'm going to do."

Andrew would wake up at
3:30 in the morning, take Jones
to Denton, come back to Aledo,
take their daughter to school, go to
work himself, pick up his daughter
after school and then drive back
to Denton to pick her up at night,
before driving back to Aledo.

But Jones got through it and
will be starting her residency in
February at Texas Health - Fort
Worth, working as a palliative care
nurse. Jones will sit for her licens-
ing exam in January.

"From sun up to sun
down I study, and review
and do practice questions
and make sure I understand
concepts,’ Jones said.

Family support

Kara and Andrew have
three grown children and a 16-year-
old daughter at home as well as four
grandchildren

Jones moved to Aledo in 1995
and started the very first personal
training facility in Parker County
in the year 2000 called Pro FI.T.T.
Personal Training.

She has volunteered with the
Careity Foundation, which helps
support cancer patients, and has
worked as a corporate wellness pro-
gram director, which was the job
she was doing before she pursued
her degree.

"My daughter is a NICU Nurse,"
Jones said. "We were talking and I
said, 'Honey, think about it. You're
going to be taking care of these
precious little beings at their frag-
ile beginning of life, and I'm going
to be taking care of these precious
beings at the end of life."

And Jones has a message for
anyone who thinks they are too
old to go after their own personal
dream.

And Jones has a message for
anyone who thinks they are too old
to go after their own person-

al dream.

"I've always said, 'T want
to do this, and I'm not dead
yet," Jones said. "If that is
your dream, and you want
to go for it, go for it. You

just take it one step and one day at

a time, and don't let others or any-
thing hold you back."

SLAPE

from page one

was there six years until I came to the
administration office.

“At the middle school I had, like,
eight weeks off in the summer to kind
of rejuvenate and get things done.
Since then, the speed of the job has
stayed the same, but while you get
vacation time here, it’s not the same.
I just want to have calm time with my
husband and to sleep. I haven't really
slept in 16 years,” she joked.

What she’ll miss most

With her retirement officially
underway and Dec. 20, as her last
day on the books, there’s no question

about what her favorite part of the
job was, or what she’ll miss the most.

“Of course, everyone always
says it’s the people, but it really is,”
she said. “When I was a stay-at-
home mom, Jane Dawson at the
Methodist Church talked me into
working at the preschool. I worked
there for 11 years.

“When I started at the middle
school, I saw a lot of kids that I'd had
at the preschool. That was the most
heartwarming time. When I was at
the middle school, and then I came
here [to the administration office],
a lot of the kids I had in middle
school were graduating. That’s the
most heartwarming thing, watch-
ing those kids grow up. People talk
about it, but I really understood it
once I was in the middle of it.

“I love the kids. When I first got
the job at the middle school, and the
middle school was the only thing
open, I didn’t know how I would
like being at the middle school.
But after a month working there,
you couldn’t have taken those kids
away from me. I had office aides
every period. They would come tell
me their stories, or what they were
upset about. I so looked forward to
talking with them every day. It was
great! And, I never knew that was

something I would enjoy so much,”
she added.

Seeing a lot of changes

A lot has changed in this small
town over the years Slape has
worked with the district. When her
family first moved to Aledo, there

I think we still have that
hometown feel, even though
Aledo’s getting so big.

was a single elementary school
housing kindergarten to second
grade. There were just four campus-
es in the entire district. All
these years later, Aledo has
six elementary schools with
plans to open a seventh in
August 2024.

“You see differences in
the kids throughout the
years, and differences in the par-
ents,” she said. “That’s just growth.

- Amy Slape

That goes with it. I think we still
have that hometown feel, even
though Aledo’s getting so big.

“It’s because, as I said, I
started seeing some of these
kids when they were in pre-
school. Now they’re adults.
Some of them work for the
district. They’re having
their own babies. That’s so
rewarding! That’s one of the best
things about the job.”

your healthcare

We can help!
Call
682-382-1260

Are you turning 65?

You have important decisions to make about

Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry

Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C.
Michael Ball, D.D.S., P.L.L.C.

Diplomate of American Board of Pediatric Dentistry
Fellow of American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101

Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087
Ofc: 817-441-2425

Fax: 817-441-2491
www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com

Propane Sales
and Service

On the Square
in Weatherford

Get your copy of

Since 1958

YEARS
OF PROPANE
.. 1958-2023

103 W. Church « 817-596-8758 ¢ 817-594-2612

Visit us today at

THE
CoMMUNITY NEWS

at any one of
these locations:

Bearcat Valero
421 N FM 1187

East Parker County Library

1911 S. Main St.

Prodl serving the great
Syouthwest for 28 years!

THE' TRUSTED SOURCE FOR ALL YOUR

METAL BUILDING GOMPONENT NEEDS!
% RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL STEEL ROOFING
% GUSTOM TRIM AND FLASHING * PURLIN & TUBING

201N FM 1187

ovs s EASY BOLT PRE-FABRICATED STEEL BUILDINGS
communl 150 Bailey Ranch Road * MINI STORAGE SYSTEMS * POWER TOOLS

Shell - Aledo * \ENTS & SKYLIGHTS * HARDWARE & ACCESSORIES
CREDIT UNION 401 S FM 1187

* SYNTHETIC UNDERLAYMENT * INSULATION

The Community News
1015 Champions Drive

WILLOW PARK GOING

Brookshire’s
5118 E I-20 Service Road S

East Parker County
Chamber of Commerce
100 Chuckwagon Trail

% SEALANTS & CLOSURES * CARPORT PACKAGES
GREEN"with ‘

You’re worth more (to us)
Weatherford’s #1 Family Credit Union

(817) 835-5000

ENERGY EFFICIENT
& LOOKS GREAT!
WIND & FIRE RESISTANT

Exxon — Tiger Mart
102 E1-20

WEATHERFORD

Weatherford Chamber
401 Fort Worth Hwy.

community-news.com 8
1015 Champions Dr. 2100 Burton Street ® Weatherford, Texas 76087
Aledo -+ 817-441-7661 www.metalmarts.com

STEEL BUILDINGS
AVAILABLE IN
MULTIPLE SIZES

www.ftwccu.org

Open to those who live, work, or
attend school in Tarrant, Denton,
Parker, and Johnson Counties.
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Legal groups sue to stop new immigration law
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Gary Borders

gborders@texaspress.com

The ink was barely dry on alaw
signed by Gov. Greg Abbott that
makes unauthorized entry into
the United States a state crime
before a lawsuit was filed by civil
rights groups and El Paso County
challenging its constitutionality.
The Austin American-Statesman
reported the suit was filed in an
Austin federal court by the ACLU
and two immigrant advocacy
groups on behalf of the county.

The complaint says Texas
Senate Bill 4, passed in the
recently concluded fourth special
session, is “patently illegal” and
that it violates “the federal gov-
ernment’s exclusive immigration
powers and the sensitive foreign
policy implications of these pow-
ers.” The law is set to go into
effect on March 5.

SB4 allows any Texas law
enforcement officer to arrest
people who are believed to have
entered the country illegal-
ly. Once in custody, they could
either agree to leave the U.S. or
face prosecution on misdemean-
or charges of illegal entry.

“These laws will help stop the
tidal wave of illegal entry into
Texas, add additional funding to
build more border wall, and crack
down on human smuggling,’
Abbott said after signing the bill.

Border Patrol banned
from cutting Texas
razor wire

An appeals court has ordered
the Border Patrol to stop cutting
razor wire installed by Texas offi-
cials, The Dallas Morning News
reported. The 5th Circuit Court
of Appeals reversed a lower court
ruling that gave federal authori-
ties the legal right to remove the
fencing, which federal officials
said had been done to prevent
injuries to migrants. The state
contended, however, that fed-
eral agents were removing the

concertina wire simply to let
migrants enter Texas without
notification.

Col. Steve McCraw, Texas
Department of Public Safety
director, said the state agrees that
the wire should be cut in cases of
emergency.

“Were doing it to go rescue
somebody,” he said. “We’re not
doing it to allow a large number
of migrants to enter between the
ports of entry. We want them to
go to the ports of entry.”

Texas has lowest gas
prices in country

Gasoline prices in the state
are at their lowest level in nearly
three years, according to AAA.
The current average is $2.57 a
gallon — the lowest average gas
price in the nation, according to
a Texas Standard report. Matt
Smith, an energy analyst for
Kpler (stet), warned Texans that
higher prices are likely during the
holiday period.

AAA is projecting 104 million
travelers are driving at least 50
miles to their holiday destina-
tions, while air traffic is expected
to be the busiest ever, with 7.5
million air travelers this holiday
season.

Smith said a number of fac-
tors, including unrest in Yemen
and the Middle East, could cause
oil prices to rise, leading to higher
gas prices in the future.

“We've seen a lot of bearish-
ness that has pushed these prices
to multi-month lows here; we
may be at the point now where
we're seeing a bit of a turnaround
going forward here,” Smith said.

ERCOT chief: Grid is

ready for winter

The chief of the Electric
Reliability Council of Texas told
his board last week that added
power generation will be sufficient
this winter, despite population
growth and lower output from
wind power turbines because of
less wind velocity.

“We are as ready as we have
ever been to deal with the challeng-
es of the winter season,” ERCOT
chief Pablo Vegas told the board.

The Statesman reported Vegas’
statement of confidence in the
grid comes just three weeks after

ERCOT warned much of the state
could face rolling blackouts start-
ing next month, most likely in the
early morning hours before solar
generating facilities can be utilized.

“In the wintertime, the peak
of the system tends to happen in
the early morning hours as peo-
ple are starting to wake up at 7
a.m., 8 a.m.,” Vegas said. “It’s still
cold from an overnight winter
cold. And we don’t yet have the
resources like solar resources on
the system at that point in time.”

Vegas said 800 new proj-
ects have been added to
the grid in the past year.
ERCOT’s chief meteo-
rologist is predicting a
milder than usual winter
for much of the state.

Amount of state in

drought declines

Drought conditions across
Texas are declining, with 43% of
the state in some stage of drought
at the end of November — down
22 percentage points from the
end of October and 42 percent-
age points from early September.

“Despite the improvements
on the landscape, our statewide
surface water supply reservoirs
haven’t seen a lot of recovery yet,”
Mark Wentzel, hydrologist with
the Texas Water Development
Board, wrote in his monthly
report. “That’s not unexpected.
Compared to the landscape, our
water supply systems take longer
to respond to drought.”

The surface water systems most
adversely affected are clustered in

Central and South Texas, which
are still experiencing drought
conditions. Also still in severe-
to-extreme drought are far West
Texas counties and a scattering of
counties in Deep East Texas.

State leads nation in
population increases in
last year

Texas’ population grew more
than any other state in the coun-
try, up nearly half a
million people, according
to the recent census esti-
mate. The Texas Tribune
reported the population
growth is centered in
the state’s cities. Nearly
70% of the state’s residents live
in the four largest metro areas —
Houston, San Antonio, Austin,
and Dallas-Fort Worth.

While the state had the largest
total increase in population, two
other states had higher growth
rates than the 1.6% recorded here
— South Carolina and Florida.
The South accounted for 87% of
the country’s population growth
in the latest census estimate.

Gary Bordersisaveteran award-win-
ning Texas journalist. He published
a number of community newspa-
pers in Texas during a 30-year
span, including in Longuiew, Fort
Stockton, Nacogdoches, Lufkin and
Cedar Park. Email: gborders@tex-
aspress.com.
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Nancy Duncan
Mildred Nanette (Nancy)
Durie Duncan, (96) passed

Obituaries

moved to Fort Worth. There her

husband, Glenn, worked for A.

Brandt Company, Inc. and they
started a family.

away peacefully on
December 22, 2023 in
Willow Park.

Nancy was born on
November 17, 1927 in
Waco.

As a child Nancy
survived the depres-
sion, a devastating
home fire, scarlet fever,
diphtheria, whooping
cough, red measles,
and appendicitis — all before the
age of 12. As an adolescent, she
became a summer camp coun-
selor for the Camp Fire Girls and
barrel racer on her beloved horse,
Flax. She graduated high school
from Sacred Heart Academy
at age 17 after only 11 years of
education.

She was a rodeo queen, a
Waco Longhorn Riding Club
representative at the Fort Worth
Fat Stock Show and Rodeo, and
was nominated as homecoming
queen at Baylor. She was a mem-
ber of Delta Alpha Phi, president
of the Baylor Waco Club, presi-
dent of the Boots 'n’ Saddles Club,
and president of the Alpha Kappa
Delta sociology club.

After graduating Baylor, she
taught school, caught the chick-
enpox from one of her students,
married a Baylor football player,
honeymooned in Lampasas, and

SRR
Nancy Duncan

Soon they had three
wonderful children.
When her daughter came
down with the mumps,
Nancy had a very close
call with meningoen-
cephalitis. Even with a
house full of kids, she still
survived.

She attended the grad-
uations and weddings of
all of her kids and grandkids, and
countless baptisms, confirma-
tions, sporting events, and other
activities.

Nancy volunteered in the
school cafeteria, as a room
mother, den mother, helped
with Brownies and Girl Scouts,
was historian for the St. Rita’s
Catholic Church garden club, and
a faithful attendee of the Fort
Worth Fat Stock Show and Rodeo
since 194.2.

She was a historian in her
own right. Nancy was a member
of the Troll Hjem chapter of the
Norwegian Society of Texas and
even took a few Norwegian les-
sons. She researched extensively
her family genealogy as well as
her husband’s, and was a con-
tributor to the Mayborn Museum
- Texas Collection - at Baylor in
Waco. If you needed to know an
important place, date or other

information, her family always
said, “just go ask Gram.”

She suffered with Celiac Sprue
disease, without complaint, for
more than a decade before receiv-
ing a diagnosis that probably
saved her life at the time.

Nancy and her husband trav-
eled together to the “old countries”
Norway and Scotland. Later in
life, they became “land and cattle
barons” of sorts at their ranch in
Gorman. Together they made the
big move to Bluff Dale, and then
two years after her husband died,
she moved to Willow Park.

Nancy was an avid Rangers
fan and lived long enough to
finally see her beloved Rangers
win the World Series. She was
the undisputed Reigning Queen
as the 42 Champ, and was pret-
ty good in straight dominoes
too. She won her last round of
42, defeating her grandson and
great-grandson only a few days
before her rapid health decline.

She was her husband’s care-
taker. He had been given three
months to live, but she kept him
happily alive for another three
years. They were married for fif-
ty-seven years.

Nancy was a life-long Catholic,
received a Catholic education
through high schoo,l and raised
her three kids in the church. She
brought her husband to the faith
in his later years.

She was a devoted wife and
mother, grandmother, and great-
grandmother, and through it all,
she showed an overwhelmingly
selfless and sacrificial love for her
family. Family always came first
to her. It was only fitting that
she was surrounded by family at
her passing. They will miss her
dearly.

She was preceded in death
by her parents, Roy and Edith
(Kleypas) Durie; her husband,
Glenn Wallace Duncan; and her
sister, Mary Nell SoRelle.

Nancyleavesbehind three chil-
dren: Glenn Duncan (Suzanne),
Nanette Nadeau, Susan Clemens
(Bill); six grandchildren: Scott

Duncan (Jennifer), Lindsey
Flowers (Brandon), Philip
Duncan (Monica), Cameron

Kelman (Chip), Cole Thompson
(Niki) and Brian Felker; four-
teen great-grandchildren: Tanner
Ward, Elliana, Evan, Adelaide,
and Alexis Duncan, Coy and
Charley Flowers, Jace, Juliette,
Athan and Kai Duncan, Hadyn
Felker and Tagg and Troop
Thompson.

Mass of Christian Burial will
be held at 11:30 a.m. on January
3, 2024, at Holy Redeemer
Catholic Church in Aledo. The
family will receive friends at 10
a.m. before the ceremony. Burial
will be at 2:30 p.m. at the DFW

National Cemetery.

The Community News
December 29, 2023
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BASKETBALL

Retired jerseys have local connection

Peaster High School
honored four former
players

By Randy Keck
The Community News

Basketball came naturally to
Braxton and Brooklyn Bosher.

After all, their dad Clark, who
is now the pastor at Willow Park
Baptist Church, was the basketball
coach at Arlington Baptist College.

“Right when I was born, I didn't
have a choice but to be in the gym
because he was always coaching,’
Braxton said. “So I went to practic-
es, went to games, rode the bus to
games with the college teams — I
was always around. I started playing
organized basketball at three years
old and I really haven't known any-
thing else but playing basketball.”

Braxton and Brooklyn were
among four former Peaster High
School basketball players who were
honored by having their jerseys
retired earlier this year.

The other two honorees were
also related. Travis Hull, who coach-
es girls’ basketball at Aledo High
School, and his niece, Payton, were
likewise honored.

Braxton, who graduated from
Peaster in 2021, said he was always
a bit of a role player. His trajectory
changed when Bubba Jennings was
hired as Peaster’s head coach during
Braxton’s sophomore year.

“Coach Jennings, helped my
game and took me to another level

(= =)
o

o233

!
e

E o

PEASTER

Flu1

‘\

PEASTER
a3

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Coach Garrett Hilton, Payton Hull, Brooklyn Bosher, Braxton Bosher, Jo Anne Hull (Payton’s grandmother), and assistant girls coach Kirstin Otel show
off the retired jerseys at a May presentation in Peaster High School.

when it came to basketball,” Braxton
said.

Peaster made it to the state semi-
final Braxton’s junior year, but the
COVID-19 pandemic was in full
force his senior year.

Braxton now plays basketball
at West Coast Baptist College in
Lancaster, California. He said he

was surprised when he found out his
jersey was being retired.

“I was shocked to say the least. It
was such an honor because Peaster
put so much into me and gave me
so much — the school, the town, the
athletic program, all the coaches —
I'm just thankful for them doing
that.”

Brooklyn graduated in 2023, so
she was still a student at Peaster
when she found out her number
was also being retired.

Growing up with Braxton,
Brooklyn spent many a day chal-
lenging her brother to one-on-one,
and though he usually won, she no
doubt gains valuable skill by going

up against an older and more expe-
rienced brother on the basketball
court.

Brooklyn said she gave thanks
to God for the ability to play and
for the coaches and teammates
she came to know during her high
school career at Peaster.

Turn to JERSEYS, page 7

Matt Morris

GUS BATES

—~—— insurance ¢ investments ——sa-

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS, PROPERTY & CASUALTY,

RETIREMENT PLAN SERVICES

Securities offered through Kestra Investment Services, LLC (Kestra IS), member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through Kestra
Advisory Services, LLC (Kestra AS), an affiliate of Kestra IS. Kestra IS and Kestra AS are not affiliated with Gus Bates Insurance & Investments.

817-529-5325

matt@gusbates.com
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SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Though her career at Peaster ended with her 2023 graduation, the school retired Brooklyn Bosher’s number. She now

attends West Coast Baptist College.

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Braxton Bosher, shown in a Peaster High School game, now plays at West Coast Baptist College.

JERSEYS

from page 6

Like her brother, Brooklyn now
also attends West Coast Baptist
College, where she studies biblical
counseling.

The college does not have a girls’
basketball program, but she is hop-
ing one gets started by next season.

The Hull connection

Travis Hull played at Peaster
from 1993-1997. During this days
there was no football team — Travis
played guard/slasher on the basket-
ball team and participated in the
long jump and triple jump in the
springs.

Hull was a big scorer for the
Peaster offense, and the team made

the playoffs his sophomore, junior,
and senior year, making it to the
regional semifinals his senior year.
Hull was the all-time leading
boys basketball scorer at Peaster.
After high school Hull
played basketball for one year
at Midwestern State
University, then trans-

daughter and son recently gradu-
ated. He has another son who is a
freshman at Aledo High School, and
a fourth-grader.

Hull’s nice, Payton, was the
all-time leading girls’ scorer at
Peaster, and now plays at

ferred to Weatherford M B .8 Abilene Christian University.

College for his sophomore
season.

During his year at
Weatherford College the
Coyotes made it to the final four
of the Junior College National
Tournament, where they ended up
third in the nation.

Hull finished out his college
career at McMurry University in
Abilene. He is in his third year
coaching in Aledo, where his oldest

= g

e :'_"i-:; Payton was unavailable for an
ity

?f o interview.

At the presentation last
May honoring the players whose
jerseys are retired, Peaster girls bas-
ketball coach Garrett Hilton (now
coach at Trinity Christian Academy)
said the four players accounted for
more than 10,000 points in their
careers.

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Travis Hull, now a coach in Aledo, is the all-time leading scorer for Peaster
High School.

e

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Brooklyn Bosher was both a scoring leader and a leader in assists during her
time at Peaster.
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10:00 AM 5050 S Hwy 5
Aledo, TX

PCCC

Papkrr County Cowpoy CHURCH

EVERYONE WELCOME

WWW.PCCOWBOYCHURCH.ORG

[E) LY [
DEEMER [=

CATHOLIC PARISH

Fi 3325

FM 1187

16250 Old Weatherford Road
Aledo, Texas

For current Mass Times visit our website at:
www.HolyRedeemerAledo.org
For more information contact the Parish Office at 817-441-3500

Ok and Pecan (817) 441 329

r\ﬂ aledoumc.org

THE
B CrOSSNG

Locofeq in Downtown Aledo
wwuwJ.crossingaledo.com




1f1eds

December 29, 2023
THE COMMUNITY NEWS
www.community-news.com

TEXAS STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING NETWORK

—] — —
— o - - - r — - —=
I L — A H F L ————
— — — o wmm o aww . r— Fow— —
— — e — w— — - — B oW F —
- e = wms ] - = ]
- - . - S— '] —1 ————
— 2 . — . — ] - Y —
- 1 - e WS B  a - s & L_ | - -
- — = r——— ~— —— v -

TexSCAN Week of
Dec. 31, 2023-Jan. 6, 2024

ACREAGE

LAND FOR SALE. Hunting, recreational, retirement.
Hill Country, Trans Pecos Region, South Texas.
30-year fixed rate, owner financing, 5% down.
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com. 800-876-9720.

ALMANAC

The gift that keeps you learning — the Texas
Almanac 2024-2025 is the premier reference for
everything Texas. The entire book is revised with
the latest information, including the 254 county
maps and population estimates for every Texas
town. https://www.legacyoftexas.com/product/
texas-almanac-2024-2025.

BASEBALL

BOB’S BASEBALL TOURS — August 2-12, 2024.
See MLB games in Cincinnati, Detroit, Cleveland,
Pittsburgh, Toronto, Boston & NY Yankees. Visit
Baseball, Hockey, Basketball, Pro Football and Rock
& Roll Halls of Fame, guided Tour of Manhattan.
$3,500/person based on double hotel occupancy.
Quality motor coach, hotels & game tickets. Call/text
507-217-1326. Also offering Arizona/Grand Canyon
Spring Training Tour & New York/New England Fall
Foliage Tour in *24!

ENERGY

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE
7-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just
a generator. It’s a power move.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing
a Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our case
managers simplify the process & work hard to help with
your case. Call 1-844-494-0689 FREE Consultation.
Local Attorneys Nationwide Mail: 2420 N St NW,
Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)

OIL & GAS RIGHTS

‘We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

LOG HOMES

Estate Sale Log Homes — Log Home kits selling
for balance owed, free delivery. Model #101
Carolina, bal. $17,000; Model #203 Georgia,
bal. $19,950; Model #305 Biloxi, bal. $14,500;
Model #403 Augusta, bal. $16,500. View plans
at www.americanloghomesandcabins.com,
704-368-4528.

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility
with the compact design and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus
procedures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-
0467 www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

WATER DAMAGE

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:
A small amount of water can lead to major damage and
mold growth in your home. Our trusted professionals
do complete repairs to protect your family and your
home’s value! Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027.

WANTED

Need Extra Cash — I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes
—Travel Trailers, Sth Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition — Old/New, Dirty
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title — No Problem, we
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network

221 Participating Texas Newspapers * Regional Ads

Start At $250 « Email

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We

ads@texaspress.com

urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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JOB LISTINGS ACROSS 48 liquid absorber
WAREHOUSE WORKER/ 1 Lorje : _Stlate 49 first?init. of president TE X AS
DELIVERY 5 TXism: “it it ain’t born in Denison, Texas
. ,there ain’ta 50 high school student, e.g. CROSSWORD
Must be able to drive a cow in Texas” 51 Spanish for “little girl”
front loader; Organizational S %1 by horzse gg F:river’stjlitcenSf Egcrz'-' by Charley & Guy Orbison
. . . . ism: “he’s _ ___ it’s used to catch shrimp Copyright 2023 by Orbison Bros.
Skllls_’ SChedu!mg -D-ellverles, hombre” (mean) in the Gulf (2 wds.) _—
Receiving, Maintaining 8 agey. thatregulates 54 “___ Day” (Wednesday) 14|15 16
warehouse, counting inven- Texas utilities 56 ___ City, Texasin
[Py : H 9 TX Trinisang “__ _ Upshur County
tory, basic Jan.ltonal duties, . Had a Hammer” 57 “Surfthe ___” (online)
II;|an(tj:|yma|m slc(illls a plus, Il3a5|c 12 TXism: “old __
and tool and power tool use, 17 somesayan
Basic problem solving skills, fyotl;]r Sffc“s will
Basic math skills, $16.00 an cure e
’ - 19 it was Letterman’s
hour - Monday - Friday 7:30- nightly list (2 wds.)
4:30. Email: cody@texas-light- 21 Fox____ carries
ing.com or catherine@thegal- NPL football games
X 22 TXism:“he’s _ ___ 58 TX Ross
leryoflights.com __walk the river Perot founded
with” (_reliable) this co.
SALES REPRESENTATIVE 23 (;hoetglrii?g back) DOWN P-1663
2 yea_lrs in B2B sales and or 28 hankerings 1 TXism:*“ __ 13 TXism: “he’s still 54 55
Retail Sales; Must be able to 29 TX Vikki Carralbum:  ___ ___ feedbag” got in
read a tape measure; Basic Math % “h 1ggor;11bres” ) gat a rrr:eal) his garters” (able) 56 36 bro’s sib
Men . this 1967 hurricane uana 14 health resorts 37 water ditch around
Sk_llls’ A_ble: to read blueprints hit Texas hard Chief newspaper 15 TXism: “pay __ 57 a castle
(will train); Excellent Customer 31 homy 3 impudence __never mind” - 38 wasted time
Service Skill; Organ|zat|ona| (lizards) 4 this Donna was in (disregard) 39 ‘hole
kills a must: Eye for design: 35 _ of cotton “Apache Trail” with 16 they hang on 40 TXism: “he could
f. hti .y | g but 36 museum Institution TX Chill Wills basketball rims shoot the eye out
Ighting experience a p us( bu in Washington, D.C. 9 “__ __the plan” 18 in debt 26 TXism: “does _ of _ »
not necessary will train for the 42 the Alamo was orig- (privy to) 20 TXism: “he’s __ office 41 saying “no” (abbr.)
right candidate; Knowledge in inally “Mission San 10 Galveston had the spring chicken” (old) business” 43 symbol for sodium
s . __ Valero” 23 this Berlin wrote 27 seasoned 45 noted black golfer,
th_e bm_ldlng Indus_tl’y a p|U§( but 44 TX Charley Pride’s exchange in Texas songs for TX Ginger 32 TX Roy Orbison’s TX Elder (init.)
will train for the right candidate; “Kiss an 11 TXism: “___ slinger” 1936 film “Follow “__, Pretty Woman” 47 guaranteed
Hourly rate of $16.00 hr plus Good Mornin™ (writer) the Fleet” (init.) 33 TXism: “honest __ 48 Crackle and Pop’s
P . :1. _ 46 Seur 12 TX Tanya Tucker 24 “___ Rim State the day is long” amigo
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MEMBER Bo8's BASEBALL TOURS
PAINTING: Let my 50 years 2023 See MLB games in Cincinnati, Detroit, Cleveland,

experience work for you. We do
interior and exterior residential
and custom home painting.
Bobby McWilliams 817-821-6377

BALLOON DECORATIONS
for any Event: Weddings,
Corporate, Baby Showers,
Grand Openings, Birthdays,
Anniversaries, Quinceaneras.
CALL Sally 817-484-8353

THE

TEXAS PRESS
ASSOCIATION

Pittsburgh, Toronto, Boston & NY Yankees. Visit Baseball,
Hockey, Basketball, Pro Football and Rock & Roll Halls of
Fame. Guided Tour of Manhattan.

August 2-12, 2024 $3,500/person based on double hotel occupancy
Quality motor coach, hotels & game tickets.

Also offering Arizona/Grand Canyon Spring Training
Tour & New York/New England Fall Foliage Tour in ’24!

Free Brochure: Call or Text 507-217-1326

WE Bu OIL, GAS, &

MINERAL RIGHTS

MOBILE HOMES

Travel Trailers « 5th Wheels
Goosenecks « Bumper Pulls

m In Any Area!!! Any Condition!!! m

Old/New !!! Dirty or Clean !!!

I PAY CASH 956-466-7001
No Title — No Problem — We Can Apply For One
ANR Enterprises

CommuNITY NEWS

PO. Box 1031, Aledo, TX + 817-441-7661
www.community-news.com

or info about advertising on the
Business Card Page, call 817-441-7661.

Both non-producing and producing
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)

Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422
LOBO MINERALS, LLC

PO Box 1800 « Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com
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Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

(817) 249-2028

Ken Hartman, Proprietor

\ F

CALEB W. COX
817-980-2709

Office: 817-565-4658
Talk and text 817-771-9661

ROSS GUTTERS

In Business Since 1995

5 & 6 Inch Seamless Gutters ¢ Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial « New & Repair

FREE SPLASH BLOCKS FOR A LIMITED TIME
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LANCE NORMAN ROOFING

* COMPOSITION SHINGLES
* WOOD SHINGLES

* NEW ROOFS * REROOFS
* REDECKS

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

Insurance Claims Handled

CALL (817) 443-0524 - mobile (817) 996-2726

KIMBERLY MEYER,
ABR, CRS, GRI

COLDWELL REALTOR®
BANKER Cell (817) 929-0347

REALTY kimberly.meyer@cbdfw.com

5924 Convair Drive #420
Fort Worth, TX 76109
www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer
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@Operated by a subsidary m
of NRT, LLC

Global Luxury Specialist

HEARING
CARE CENTER

4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702

Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre

Phone: 817.263.1971
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CHAPPELL

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com

DRAKE
ELECTRICAL
SERVICES L.L.C.

817-441-8633

* « NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS -

RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL
SERVICE AND REPAIR « LICENSED & INSURED
TECL #19987

1187 MINI STORAGE

We have lots of room
for your stuff!
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BILLY HARRIS ROOFING

Same Name & Number Since 1973

817-249=3338 same Crews Since 1992 ’@ s

With the same name and number since 1973, Billy Harris Roofing is here before, during and after the Texas
storms. Billy Harris Roofing has had the same crews since 1992 which has paved the way to 10 consecutive
Angie’s List Super Service Awards since 2006. Billy Harris Roofing prides itself on quality... not quantity!
Give the experts a call today and find out for yourself why thousands of life-long customers
have put their trust in Billy Harris Roofing « 817-249-3338 « www.billyharris-roofing.com

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS®

Financial Advisor

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100

Aledo, TX 76008

Bus. 817-441-4108 « Fax 800-656-0301
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

1515 E. FM 1187 - Aledo, Texas - 817-504-7662
Call for availability - Boat & RV parking - $50-
10x10 $65 » 10x20 $95 » 10x30 $140
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Vanity Tops Tubs
Whirlpool Tubs Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE

2927 Greenlee Park Trail
Weatherford, Texas 76088

Natural Granite * Solid Surface ¢ Silestone
817-341-8970
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All-American
Bowl

Two Bearcats among
nation's best
By Rick Mauch

The Community News

Two members of the Aledo
Bearcats will be
among the 100
top high school
football players
from across the
country playing
on national TV
when they par-
ticipate in the
All-American
Bowl on
Saturday, Jan. 6.

Representing
Aledo will be
linebacker
Davhon Keys
and quarterback
Hauss Hejny.
The duo led the
Bearcats to their
12th state cham- =
pionship and
second straight
on Dec. 15 with
a 51-8 win over Comal Smithson
Valley to cap a 16-0 season.

Both players have also graduated
early and will begin their college
careers at LSU for Keys and TCU for
Hejny in the first semester of 2024.

The All-American Bowl, which
will be played at the Alamodome,
will be broadcast on NBC television.
Kickoff is noon.

"It's an honor, something I've
been dreaming about since I was a
kid," Hejny said, paying homage to
several Aledo athletes who played in
the game previously.

"'l get to foresee what it'll be
like on the field with them. I may
be going up against some of them in
the future.”

Keys added, "I'm extremely excit-
ed. It's another chance to showcase
my abilities, and this time on nation-
al TV. I'm familiar with very few of
the other players, but I look forward
to playing with them and against
them."

Keys was named the Defensive
MVP of the state championship
game after posting a dozen tackles
and a sack. For the season, he fin-
ished with 110.5 tackles, 19 for a loss,

Turn to BOWL, page 11
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Davhon Keys

Hauss Hejny

FOOTBALL

Young Bearcats already

Work starts now
By Rick Mauch

The Community News

Ray Guillory soaked in the
atmosphere at AT&T Stadium.
Now, he understood what it
means like to be an Aledo Bearcat
and celebrate winning a state
championship.

But there was nonetheless
something missing. The sopho-
more who moved into the district
prior to the 2023 season was,
without question, a major reason
Aledo made yet another appear-
ance in a state final.

But he didn’t play in the
state championship game, a 51-8
thrashing of Comal Smithson
Valley. He was on the sidelines
with a knee injury he aggravated
early in a 56-21 regional finals
victory over Abilene.

Again, make no mistake,
Guillory was a big, big reason
Aledo reached its 12th state final
in 15 years. Despite missing the
better part of six games, he rushed
for over 1,200 yards and scored 21
touchdowns.

But, much like teammates
Trace Clarkson and Cooper
Kohan, who missed the 2022
championship game - in fact the
entire 2022 season - with knee

set to continue tradition

_ -

BRELEIGH MAYER/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Kaydon Finley had three catches for 89 yards and a touchdown in the state championship game.

injuries, it was thrilling to be there
for the title celebration, but he
wanted to be in the game.

And that’s what he has his
sights set on next season.

“I'm ready to come back like a
villain,” Guillory said. “Next year
will be a year to remember.”

Of course, it seems like every
season is one to remember for the
Bearcats. While nothing is guar-
anteed, Aledo football competing
for - and usually winning - state
championships has become about
as solid a prediction one can make.

Its not as sure a thing as
Christmas always coming on Dec.

25 or the jellied side of the toast
always landing face down on the
carpet, but it’s pretty dang close.

“Gavin’s gonna become a lead-
er, 'm gonna be a leader, and we’'ll
be back next year,” Guillory said
confidently.

Turn to FOOTBALL, page 11
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Bearcats ink seven to early scholarships

Five going Division I
By Rick Mauch

The Community News

On the heels of a 16-0 season
that saw them win a state-record
12th state championship, the
Class 5A Division I champion
Aledo Bearcats had seven players
sign early college letters-of-intent.
To honor this, a celebration was
held on Wednesday, Dec. 20.

"You get seven guys signing
early, that tells you how much
talent we had on the team this
season,' first-year Bearcats head
coach Robby Jones said. "Not only
talented, but hard workers, which
led to great results as a team.

"Everybody has a goal to play
in college, and these guys are
about to realize it."

Signees were:

* Quarterback Hauss Hejny,
TCU.

* Linebacker Davhon Keys,
LSU.

e Cornerback Jaden Allen,
Arkansas.

* Cornerback Chris Johnson,
Arizona State

* Offensive lineman
Williams, Louisiana.

» Safety Jake Gillespie, Stephen
F. Austin.

* Running back/wide receiver
Hawk Patrick-Daniels, Tyler
Junior College.

All of the programs are high
profile in their respective catego-
ries. TCU competes in the Big 12,
which Arizona State is joining next

Turn to BEARCATS, page 12
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Hauss Hejny — TCU
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JimAnne, Jesse, Beau and Jhett Hejny

ALEDO OWNED

AND OPERATED

ELITE

GREEN

FERTILIZER « WEED CONTROL

817-441-1079
david@elitegreentx.com

X #0868794

Suite 106

Jim Martin - rearore

5189 E. I-20 Service Rd N

Willow Park, TX 76087

Office: 817.441.2255
Cell: 817.538.6846

Jim@MartinLandSales.com

TX BROKER®

RailheadRealty.com

Our family
serving

your family
since 1908.

White's
) funeral Home

130 Houston Ave. ®* Weatherford
817-596-4811

www.whitesfuneral.com

Soil Blends

* Compost & Mulches
* Rock & Sand Products

800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD
ALEDO, TEXAS

HOURS: M-F 8-5 +SAT 8-2

Check out

our businesses

for sale at tworld.com

(i) TRANSWORLD

Business Advisors

Business Sales + Franchises « Mergers & Acquisitions

Ginger Adams

O: 682-888-0601
C: 817-888-0178

&

Residential & Commercial

gadams@tworld.com
www.tworld.com/weatherford

“Are you growing with us?”

* Topsoils & Custom

Pick up or Delivery Available

817-441-7777

WWW.CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM

Serving North Texas
since /1986
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and white, fluffy and furry, these are adjectives that describe a polar bear!
Can you think of other adjectives that would describe this animal?

THE AWARD-WINNING PRINT & ONLINE FAMILY FEATURE
Find Kid Scoop on

n Facebook ﬁ
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Polar bears love

Photo images courtesy of Alan D. Wilson

fish! How many
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Each hair shaft is transparent
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Polar Bear Paws

Polar bear paws can grow to be
12 inches across (31 centimeters)
and help distribute weight when
treading on thin ice.

o R
A,

When swimming, their broad
forepaws act like large paddles
and the hind paws serve as
rudders for steering. ‘4 “
Black footpads on the bottom of each paw are
covered by small, soft bumps known as papillae.
Papillae grip the ice and keep the bear from
slipping. Tufts of fur between their toes and
footpads may help with purchase as well
as can their claws.
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with a hollow core that scatters In January, the average 30'C
and reflects visible light, N ; s
much like what happens temperatufre in theh A”rctlc 20°C
with ice and snow, giving it . rangei romoa e o .
a bright white appearance. 0°Cto -34°C (32°F to -40°F). 10°C
In July, the average temperature o
EEW’ Bears Wm range is from -10°Cto 10 °C .
Polar bears live on ice near the North Pole in the % (14°F to 50 °F). -10°C
Arctic, which is covered in ice and surrounded by .
very cold water. But that doesn’t bother a polar bear. Color the graph to show the 20C
temperature range in each 20°C
In each box, write the letter that comes before the month using Celsius.
letter at the bottom of each box to find a couple of -40°C
u, & w, &
cool ways these fluffy fellows stay warm.
B -~ B 50°C
A A 'D V& 2 pn b ““ guard hairs Be
G B U B o E V o . R
=, Very Special Fur

What’s another

name for a polar
bear’s layer of fat? N E Ve!‘bs a nd
The letters along Adjectives
the correct ice path N Look through the

reveal the answer. W&,

A+ A onthis page?

JANUARY JULY

Polar bears have two types of fur:
long oily guard hairs and short
insulating hairs.

dense, short fur

The long, oily guard hairs are tiny,
hollow tubes that trap warmth and
hold it close to the skin. Their oily
surface keeps polar bears dry.

skin
Under the guard hairs is a layer of dense, short, soft hairs that
trap heat close to the skin, like thermal underwear.

newspaper and find
five adjectives that

E 3 O describe a polar bear.
Q Then find five verbs
C L that describe how a
o> polar bear moves.
A L .
O Write one or more
Z sentences about a
U polar bear using your
: adjectives and verbs.
Write the answer here: ®,

A\

i END

Standards Link: Research:
Use the newspaper to locate
information.

L E

Kid Scoop Puzzier 2 d >

4%%  Polar Bear True or False .#

These statements are either all true or all false. Check your
answers by adding up the numbers next to each of your
answers. If the total is 33, you’ve got it right!

Polar bear cubs
are born without

hair and are blind
and deaf.

1 TRUE (16)

Find the words in the puzzle.
REFLECTS How many of them can you
FOOTPADS find on this page?
THERMAL CPOESNEDTLS
HOLLOW
ARCTIC I ARLAMREHT
POLAR TBEAPAWSRZC
BEARS COS SUWHTITE
LAYER RTIGOBAAUTL
WHITE AAYLEWTI AFF
GUARD
HAIRS RML AYERATE
DENSE LOROWASY SR
TUFTS HSDAPTOOTFS
OILY
PAW S A e o g soing berons.

v
News Article Mix-Up “%

Cut out an article from the newspaper. Cut
the article into four pieces. Give the pieces
to a friend to see if he or she can put the
article back together in the right order.

Standards Link: Research: Use the newspaper to locate information.

do polar
be‘{\arxl'lsy have white
fur coats?
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10 puny»00j p,Asy1 asnedsg :YIMSNV

@Kiu scoop Together

This little cub has taken some of
the words out of this article. Can
you find where each one belongs?
Have a parent check your work.

A polar bear starts its life in a
that its
into the snow.

den or ice
mother
The den protects the mother and
the cubs from ,cold
and predators. The den stays
warm inside as heat from the
mother bear warms the tight
and the frozen
walls trap the warm air.“
A polar bear cub weighs only
about one
it is born and are about 12 to

14 inches long.

These little guys grow up to
be BIG. A male polar bear can
grow to be 1,200 pounds.
A female about 650 pounds.

when

They start to get at
about eight weeks. They stay
in the den drinking mama bear’s
nutritious milk for about three

to four

Young polar bears stay with
their mothers until they are
around 30 months old. By then,
they have learned how to

in the cold and

find food on their own.

With hundreds of topics, every
Kid Scoop’ printable activity pack
features six-to-seven pages of
high-interest extra learning
activities for home and
school! Get your free
sample today at:

(]

VOGABULARY

BUILDERS

This week’s word:
40 THERMAL

The adjective thermal means
relating to or saving heat.

(©]

The thermal layer in
Jane’s jacket helped her
stay warm while skiing.

Try to use the word thermal
in a sentence today when
talking with your friends

and family members.

Write On! -&=))

. Bears: ‘:N

Fact and Opinion

Write at least two facts
and two opinions

about bears. i
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four sacks, three interceptions (one
returned for a TD) and two blocked
kicks (one returned for two points).

Keys also often came into the
offense on short-yardage and goal-
line situations. He rushed for 226
yards and 16 touchdowns.

Hejny passed for 2,709 yards
with 27 touchdowns and nine inter-
ceptions. He also ran for 1,026 yards
and 13 TD.

"Those two guys deserve every-
thing they get. They are the hardest
working and most talented play-
ers,’ Aledo coach Robby Jones said.
"Again, it shows you
how talented our
team was.

"These guys are
examples of what
dedication and hard
work can bring you.
I'm
them, the top 100 players in the
country. That tells you a lot."

so proud of L

BRELEIGH MAYER/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Devohn Keys tackels a Smithson Valley player.

BRELEIGH MAYER/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Hauss Hejny carries the ball during the State championship game.

FOOTBALL

from page 9

He was referencing fellow soph-
omore Gavin Beard, the backup to
starting quarterback and TCU com-
mit Hauss Hejny. Beard saw limited
action, but looked good when he did
come into games, completing 45 of
62 passes (73%) for 517 yards with
two TD and two interceptions.

Seeking perfection

Sophomore wide receiver
Kaydon Finley had one of the most
impressive plays in the state title
game. He caught a pass from Hejny
near the sidelines, did his best bal-
lerina impression to keep a toe
inbounds and kept their first scor-
ing drive alive with a clutch catch.

“As soon as my feet hit, I knew I
was inbounds,” he said.

Of course, being the son of for-
mer NFL tight end Jermichael
Finley, Kaydon knows all about
keeping his concentration when
making a catch.

“My dad works with me all the
time. Every weekend we catch 100
balls on Saturday,” he said.

Kaydon, who was injured earlier
in the season, ended his sophomore
season with 39 catches for 602
yards and six touchdowns. In the
state final he caught three passes for
89 yards and a TD.

And, having played sig-
nificantly as a freshman, he
now has two state champi-
onships as a Bearcat. That’s
halfway to his goal, accom-
plishing one of the few
things the Bearcats have not
done on the football field.

“I want to go 4-for-4,” he said
with a smile.

Work starts now

After going 16-0 in his first sea-
son as a head - but celebrating his
11th state championship, as he was
offensive coordinator from 2009-
22 - Robby Jones understands the
enthusiasm of his young players.
He also advises that if they want to

get back to the top of the mountain,
they need to remember one thing.

“This isn’t normal. Winning 11
championships in 15 years, that’s
not a normal thing, but it is a spe-
cial thing,” he said. “Those guys
coming back next year, the work
starts now.

“I feel like we've got really good
pieces to start building around.”

It wasn't that long ago
- 2022, in fact - that simi-
lar thinking was in effect.
Hejny had to win a battle to
become the starting quar-
terback. Patrick-Daniels
was not the starting run-
ning back at the start of that season.
The defense surrendered 68 points
in the first two games in losses
to Dallas Parish Episcopal (24-17,
a game that was once 24-3) and
Denton Guyer (44-14).

The Bearcats began a season
0-2 for the only time in Hall of
Honor coach Tim Buchanan’s sto-
ried career. They rebounded to win
14 straight and bring him his eighth
state championship.

Prepping for the long
haul

Jones said something separates
the Bearcats from other teams is
they enter every season expecting
to play 16 games. They’ve now done
that a dozen times since 2009, also
having played 15 games once, 13
another and a dozen once.

“First, you obviously have to have
really talented football players will-
ing to put in the work, but you have
to get bodies in shape to go through
a 16-game process,” he said. “A lot
of teams break midway through the
playoffs, but we have a mindset here
that whatever happens, if you can
play on you do.”

Clearly, as was the case with
Guillory, Jones and no other Aledo
coach will play a player if there is
a risk of more serious or perma-
nent injury. They also never force
a player to play if they are hurting
too much.

But Jones noted that in most
cases, the players want to play
through pain. And, as long as they

can’t be injured any more and are
cleared medically to play, albeit per-
haps hurting some, good luck trying
to keep them out, he said.

Such was the case with a pair
of senior offensive linemen, Carter
Campbell and Josh McCarley. Both
played the first half of the state
championship contest and came out
when the game was well in hand.

“These guys are going to do
whatever it takes to win a foot-
ball game,” he said. “They couldn’t
injure themselves any worse, but
were going to fight through the
pain.

“I didn’t ask those kids to play,
but they knew they could and they
were determined to get out there.”

Such determination has result-
ed in Aledo playing 82 postseason
games since 2009, in which they are
78-4. That’s the equivalent of eight
additional regular seasons.

“I can’t think of a better place to
play high school than Aledo, Texas,”
Jones said. “If you’re a part of this
program, you are one fortunate
person.”
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Hawk Patrick-Daniels — Tyler Junior College
Symetria Campbell, Billy Daniels and Jada Faulk

Chris Johnson — Arizona State University
Mioshi, Chris Sr., Kristy and Brannon Johnson

Davhon Keys - LSU

Asia Jackson and Scott Keys

DJay Williams - Louisiana

Angela, Devron Sr., Quinton and Payton Williams

BEARCATS

from page 9

season, giving local fans more oppor-
tunities to see Hejny and Johnson.
LSU and Arkansas compete in the

Jake Gillespie — Stephen F. Austin State University
Jodi and Joe Gillespie

Southeastern Conference, which
has won 14 national championships
since 2004, including the past four.

The Louisiana Ragin Cajuns
played a thrilling game against
Jacksonville State in the New

Orleans Bowl on Dec. 16, going
overtime before falling 34-31.

All of the aforementioned school
are NCAA Division I. Stephen F.
Austin plays at the NCAA Division I
Football Championship Subdivision

Jaden Allen - Arkansas

Tiffany, Bryan Sr. and BJ Allen

level, formerly known as I-AA. The
program has a history of success,
having even played for a national
championship at one time.

Tyler Junior College, also known
as TJC, is one of the most renowned

junior colleges in the United States
and has competed
for national champi-
onships throughout
the years.
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Chevrolet + Chrysler + Jeep ¢+ KIA

Moritz Chevrolet - Chrysler - Jeep
Loop 820 & Hwy 580 (Camp Bowie West) - 817-696-2000
Moritz Kia - 8501 1-30 - 817-560-6000

CASAS LAWNCARE
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InstalliMulchfAndiGravel
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rubenpcasas@gmail

com

682.240.7853

Don’t forget your four-legged
family member when you travel!

| * Boarding

| » Grooming

Heated &
Cooled
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Outdoor Runs

24-Hour
Attendant

Newly-Upgraded boarding facilities

Ring Leaders Kennel
Aledo 817-441-8071
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Aledo, TX 76008
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State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed

State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company
)

Life insurance

can be life-
changing

Life won't always go as
planned. That's why there's
life insurance. It can help you
protect your family’s future,
no matter what happens.
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farmis there.®

o StateFarm’
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