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WEATHERFORD COLLEGE

Texas Wesleyan   
added to list of 
WC articulation 
agreements 

CANDLELIGHT TOUR  
OF HOMES

Weatherford 
history  
and beauty 
spotlighted
Tour celebrating 40th 
go-round
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

Nothing says Merry Christmas more 
than a brightly lit home, filled with joy 
and cheer.

Such homes are abundant and 
have become an annual tradition in 
the Parker County Heritage Society's 
(PCHS) Candlelight Tour of Homes, 
which takes place Saturday, Dec. 9, from 
10 a.m.-6 p.m.

This is the 40th year for the tour, 
which began in 1983 - skipping the 
COVID pandemic year of 2020.

"People come primarily from 
throughout the North Texas area, mostly 
Parker County and Fort Worth, but we 
have had people from other states and 
countries, usually when they were visit-
ing relatives in the area or staying at the 
JRB (Joint Reserve Base) in Fort Worth," 
said Jo-Alice Davis of the PCHS.

This year's tour will have six houses 
plus Chandor Gardens at 711 W. Lee 
and St. Stephens Catholic Chapel at 211 
S. Main on the route. Two of the houses 
on the tour this year are also businesses 
at 110 S. Walnut and an 212 E. Lee. 

Homes on the route are at:
505 W. Josephine.
413 W. Lee.
402 W. Simmons.
201 W. Rentz.
“We are so appreciative that the 

Parker County Heritage Society orga-
nizes and hosts the annual Candlelight 

Crystal Worley
Weatherford College

  The presidents of Weatherford 
College and Texas Wesleyan 
University signed a transfer agree-
ment earlier this week for WC’s 
organizational leadership graduates 
to enter TWU’s Masters of Business 
Administration program.

WC President Tod Allen Farmer 
and TWU President Emily Messer 
were joined by key administrators from 
their respective institutions to sign the 
agreement on Tuesday, Nov. 28.

The new enrollment program 
establishes a seamless transfer 
experience for students who com-
plete WC’s  Bachelor of Applied 
Arts and Sciences in Organizational 
Leadership program  with a 3.0 or 
higher grade point average. The 
application fee for the program is 
also waived.

Learn more about WC’s bache-
lor's degree offerings and transfer 
opportunities at wc.edu and click on 
programs.

Season of Joy

RYAN WADE/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Bearcat head baseball coach Chad Barry presents a jersey to Cody Bradford while announcing No. 18 is officially retired at Aledo. Bradford’s 
number is the only one to be retired in Bearcat history. Also shown are (from left) former Bearcat head football coach Tim Buchanan and Aledo 
ISD Athletic Director Brandy Belk, and Bradford’s wife, Madi.

World Series celebration

CHRISTOPHER AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Three-year-old Julieta Busby delights in a snowflake she caught on the end of her finger at 
Christmas Tywme in Aledo on Dec. 2. Turn to page 5 for more photos from the event. 

Turn to TOUR, page 9

PHOTO BY MAYOR DOYLE MOSS

Once again this year, youngsters in 
Willow Park have their own direct pipe-
line to Santa Claus. The city has placed 
this mailbox outside city hall.

Turn to COLLEGE, page 7

Aledo salutes  
Bradford
By Ryan Wade
The Community News

Aledoans gathered by the 
hundreds at the Bearcat Baseball 
Field on Monday, Dec. 4, to cele-
brate one of their own. 

Cody Bradford made his 
return to Aledo following a 

remarkable rookie campaign 
with the Texas Rangers that saw 
the 25-year-old make his first 
Major League start, his first play-
off appearance, and win his first 
World Series all in a matter of six 
months time.

“I can’t thank coach (Chad) 
Barry and his wife, Mrs. 
(Sunshine) Barry enough,” 
Bradford said during the event. 

“Sunshine did such a good job 
putting this event on. They made 
it really easy on my wife and me. 
They told us where to be and 
when. The rest they put on. 

“We’re just so grateful to come 
back to a community that shows 
this much support.”

The event kicked off with 
hundreds of fans, friends, family, 
and media swarming the gates of 

Tim Buchanan Stadium as they 
made their way down the path 
to the baseball and softball com-
plex. People lined the roadway 
as Bradford and his wife, Madi, 
waved to the crowd from the back 
of a pickup, courtesy of long-time 
Aledo baseball supporter, Moritz 
Chevrolet.

Turn to BRADFORD, page 7

https://www.community-news.com/
http://go2fbt.com
http://www.community-news.com/stories/texas-wesleyanadded-to-list-of-wc-articulation-agreements,66907
http://www.community-news.com/stories/weatherford-history-and-beauty-spotlighted,66906
http://www.community-news.com/stories/christmas-tyme,66936
http://www.community-news.com/stories/world-series-celebration,66934?
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In & Around
Parker CountyParker CountyIn & Around
Parker CountyParker County

Granite, Quartz, Marble, and Solid Surface

817-565-3110 • DFWCountertopRepair.com
A division of Marz Remodeling, LLC

RESTORE • REPAIR • REFINISH • MODIFY

ALEDO ATHLETIC CLUB

817-441-2444
601 FM 1187 S., Aledo

AledoAthleticClub@gmail.com

817-441-2444817-441-2444

· STATE OF THE ART

· CLEAN, FRIENDLY, 
COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT

· NO PRESSURE SALE

· NO JOINING FEE OR 
DOWN PAYMENT

AledoAthleticClub@gmail.com

MENTION 
THIS AD AND 

RECEIVE 
3 FREE 

PERSONAL 
TRAINING 
SESSIONS

Ring Leaders Kennel

• Grooming 
• Boarding 
• Heated & 

Cooled 
• Indoor & 

Outdoor 
Runs

• 24 Hour 
Attendant 

Aledo 817-441-8071

We go the 
distance to care 

for your pet!

TACLA67709Ewww.jwmechanicalsystems.com

IS 
YOUR 

SYSTEM 
READY 

THIS SEASON?

CALL TODAY! 
682-999-6062 

Heating & 
Air Conditioning 

Maintenance Plans & 
Financing Options Available

Veteran Owned & Family Operated
Aledo Graduate - Class of ‘96

4 COMMON REASONS
FOR HVAC FAILURE
Debris Around the Unit
Heatpumps require approximately 18-24” of breathing room.

Improper Installation
This can reduce effi ciency by 30%.

Lack of Maintenance
Regular maintenance can increase a 
system’s life 5-6 years.

Improper Sizing
This causes strain on a 
system’s equipment, 
which will decrease 
the life of the 
unit.

Atex trAsh 
service

Providing excellent  
service for those  

outside the city limits

Weekly service:  
$40 Per month

Locally owned and  
operated since 2010

tim green:  
817-344-8464 

WWW.atextrash.com

Ring Leaders Kennel has served 
Parker County and its surrounding 
cities for 40 years, making it one of 
Aledo’s oldest businesses.

Alaina Tenseth and her late hus-
band, John founded the grooming 
and boarding business together in the 
mid-1970s. 

When they decided to move west, 
the small-town business relocated 
from its original Fort Worth facility 
in October 1981 — and has stayed in 
Aledo ever since.

Its local facility offers 30 inside-out-
side runs that are climate-controlled 
and eight luxury suites, which are 
8-foot-by-10-foot rooms with a patio 
area. Additionally, all animals have 
access to play areas.

When boarded, Tenseth, who 
shares property with the facility, said 
there’s always someone physically 
present to watch the dogs and cats. 
There are also surveillance cameras.

“We never leave the animals unat-
tended,” Tenseth said.

Ring Leaders Kennel offers over-
night boarding to all breeds and 
sizes of cats and dogs. It also offers 
full-grooming services to dogs and 
can provide specialized grooming for 
cats on an as-needed basis, though it 
is not a common service offered by 
the kennel.

Tenseth she has been grooming 
and boarding animals for more than 
45 years. It’s a career she receives joy 
from and doesn’t plan on changing. 

Her longest-lasting clients have 
been with her for nearly 40 years — 
since 1975 — through the move from 
Fort Worth to Aledo.

Many have used Tenseth’s services 
through a long lineage of pets.

“We’ve gone through several 
generations of pets and several gener-
ations of people,” Tenseth said. “And 
we’ve never taken any of them for 
granted.

Call Ring Leaders at 817-441-8071 
to schedule boarding or grooming.

Ring Leaders — 41 years of serving Parker County

https://www.community-news.com/in-around-parker-county/
https://www.community-news.com/stories/ring-leaders-41-years-of-serving-parker-county,29507
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Churches 817-901-9455
5050 S Hwy 5

Aledo, TX

EVERYONE WELCOME
WWW.PCCOWBOYCHURCH.ORG

Sundays
Bible Study 8:30 AM
Service 10:00 AM

PARKER COUNTY COWBOY CHURCH
PCCC

Sundays
Service 10:00 AM

16250 Old Weatherford Road
Aledo, Texas

For current Mass Times visit our website at:
www.HolyRedeemerAledo.org

For more information contact the Parish Office at 817-441-3500aledoumc.org 

your church since 1878

@Oak and Pecan (817) 441 8329

WORSHIP WITH US AT

united methodist church
ALEDO

Sundays
Contemporary Service 9am

Traditional Service 11am
Online Worship - aledoumc.org

Wednesday Nights
Adult Bible Study 

ChildChildren’s JAM (K-5th)
Students @ the Quad
Vocal and Bell Choirs 

Weatherford Light the Night Parade  

Annetta mayor Sandy Roberts and Weatherford mayor Paul 
Paschall celebrate the lighting of the tree at the courthouse in 
Weatherford on Saturday, Dec. 2.

 Tree Lighting
PHOTOS BY RYAN WADE/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

http://www.community-news.com/stories/weatherford-light-the-night-parade,66935
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Randy Keck
rkeck@community-news.com 
Direct Line: 817-386-1469

DIRECTOR OF BUSINESS 
DEVELOPMENT
Loydale Schmid
lschmid@community-news.com 
Direct Line: 817-386-1467

CIRCULATION
Reagan Tomlin
business@community-news.com
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Laura Finer
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AISD INTERN
Tate Shepherd

EDITORIAL STAFF AND 
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Chris Amos - Features/Photography
Kathy Chruscielski - Photography
John English - Features
Richard Henderson - Commentary
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Breleigh Mayer - Photography
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Content Submission Policy

We’re always on the lookout for story ideas. 
To share one, call Randy Keck at 817-386-
1469 or email news@community-news.com. 
Please provide the basic story information 
as well as contact information.

We welcome letters, articles and guest opin-
ions from our readers. Opinions expressed in 
this newspaper will be labeled as opinions, 
editorials or letters, and do not reflect the 
opinions of the ownership. Letters should 
be signed, and limited to approximately 
300 words. All submissions to the news-
paper should include a telephone number 
in case we have questions. Letters are due 
by Monday at noon for that week’s paper. 
Community announcements, achievements 
and obituaries are due by noon Friday for 
the following week’s paper.

Photos submitted should include names of 
the people in the photograph.

The Community News does not charge for time-
ly wedding, engagement and birth announce-
ments provided they are of reasonable length. 
Lengthy announcements will either be edited 
to a reasonable length or, at the discretion of 
the person submitting the announcement, be 
charged a fee. 

The Texas Supreme Court 
heard oral arguments last week 
in a case that could decide 
whether medical exceptions 
to the state’s abortion ban are 
written clearly enough to pro-
tect pregnant women who face 
serious health risks, the Austin 
American-Statesman reported.

The 22 plaintiffs include 
women who contracted sep-
sis while waiting to terminate 
a nonviable pregnancy, and 
women who traveled hundreds 
of miles for abortions of a nonvi-
able twin in order to protect the 
healthy fetus. An attorney for the 
plaintiffs argued the vague lan-
guage in the law has left doctors 
unable or unwilling to perform 
abortions.

An attorney for the state 
argued the law is clear and that 
doctors are responsible for deny-
ing abortions allowed during 
medical emergencies.

“Some of these women 
appear to have fallen within the 
exception but their doctors still 
said no. That’s not the fault of 
the law, that’s a decision of the 
doctor,” Beth Klusmann, assis-
tant solicitor general, said.

An opinion in the case is like-
ly to take several months.

Border car chases led 
to 74 deaths in two 
years

At least 74 people have been 
killed and 189 injured during 
high-speed car chases near the 
U.S.-Mexico border since Gov. 
Greg Abbott launched Operation 
Lone Star, a multi-billion dol-
lar border security initiative, 
according to a report published 
by Human Rights Watch, a non-
profit agency.

The group analyzed data 
obtained from the Texas 
Department of Public Safety 
from March 2021, when 
Operation Lone Star began, 
through July 2023. It indicates 
more than two-thirds of vehicle 
pursuits conducted in the state 
during that period occurred 
in the 60 counties involved in 
Operation Lone Star.

“Operation Lone Star puts 
undue pressure on law enforce-
ment to chase cars, sometimes 
with very little basis, resulting 
in deaths of drivers, passen-
gers, and even bystanders,” said 
Norma Herrera, a Texas-based 
consultant to Human Rights 
Watch. “Our review of the cases 
over 29 months identified at 
least 7 bystanders killed in these 
car crashes, including a 7-year-
old girl out to get ice cream with 
her grandmother.”

Col. Steve McCraw, DPS 
director, in an interview with 
The New York Times, said the 
department relies on its own 
troopers to decide when it is 
appropriate to give chase, and 
that a trooper who did not use 
appropriate caution would be 
held accountable.

Food banks under 
extreme pressure

A study from the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
indicates that 15.5% of Texas 
households are “food insecure,” 
meaning they lack consistent 
access to health and affordable 
food – the second-highest rate 
in the nation. Food banks across 
the state are warning those chal-
lenges could get worse, the Texas 
Tribune reported.

About 3.3 million 
Texans receive assis-
tance through the 
Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program, 
with the number of older 
Texans getting SNAP 
benefits rising. From January 
2020 through October 2023, 
the number of Texans aged 65 
and older rose 28%, while the 
increase was 19% for those aged 
60-64.

Operators of food banks, 
which are nonprofit organiza-
tions, blame rising housing 
costs during the pandemic for 
the increase in demand for its 
services.

“The rising cost of hous-
ing is the problem,” said Teresa 
Jackson, founder and CEO of 
Sharing Life, a Mesquite charity 
that offers food, clothing, medi-
cine, and educational programs. 
Sharing Life distributes food to 
more than 100 food pantries 
around southeast Dallas.

Adding to the distress is that 
thousands of Texans are waiting 
for months to receive new food 
stamp benefits, according to the 
Statesman. The Texas Health and 
Human Services Commission is 
supposed to process applications 
within 30 days but is only hit-
ting that target about 75% of the 
time. That leaves about 138,000 
unprocessed applicants who 
must wait longer for benefits.

Food stamp recipients are 
required to work unless they are 
elderly, disabled or caring for 
children. Nearly 80% of Texas 
food stamp recipients are in 
families with children.

Real Christmas trees 
boost state economy

More than four million real 
Christmas trees are sold in Texas 
each year, providing nearly $400 
million in direct contributions to 
the state’s economy, according to 
the Texas A&M Forest Service. 
The Texas Christmas tree indus-
try employs nearly 4,000 people 
with a payroll of more than $97 
million.

“The process of going as a 
family to pick out a tree is a 

fun activity that sup-
ports rural economies 
across the state,” Aaron 
Stottlemeyer, with the 
service, said.

Christmas trees are 
grown in all 50 states, 
with the first recorded 

tree planting in Texas occurring 
in Jasper in 1935. Texas ranks 
second in the South in Christmas 
tree production.

Capital Highlights

Texas Supreme Court hears 
abortion ban challenge

Gary Borders
gborders@texaspress.com

National Newspaper 
Association and 

Foundation

North and East 
Texas Press 
Association

WTPA
West Texas Press 

Association

Weatherford 
Chamber of 
Commerce

East Parker County 
Chamber of 
Commerce

Commentaryy

The State of Texas is known 
far and wide for its citizens’ love 
of football. Taken a step fur-
ther, names of school mascots 
can cause head-scratching and 
sometimes absolute disbelief 
when their plural names are 
discovered.

There are some “doozies.” I 
don’t know if Trivial Pursuit is 
often a game of choice these 
days, but Googling for what 
groups of creatures are called 
can help us understand why 
name foul-ups can produce heat 
when games--trivial or football--
are taken seriously.

The public address announcer 
at a recent play-off football game 
in Crowley between Brownwood 
High School and Springtown 
High School learned quickly 
that fans of both schools want 
“plural” of their team mascots 
to be “done up right.” And, since 
football is a team sport, the guy 
at the microphone described 
multiple Lions and Porcupines 
numerous times.

It was brought to his atten-
tion that referencing Lions and 
Porcupines as being in packs or 
bunches simply wouldn’t get it 
done.

The poor announcer already 
had much on his plate, what 
with scheduling commercials, 
pronouncing players’ names 
correctly and discharging other 
verbal responsibilities. He may 
have been caught unawares. In 
previous games, he probably 
wasn’t challenged when refer-
ring to multiple players as being 
in packs or bunches.

Idle American

Maximizing 
Mascot 

Mix-ups

Dr. Don Newbury
newbury@speakerdoc.com

The City of Aledo is work-
ing hard to expand our water 
and wastewater services to meet 
an influx of new residents while 
also modernizing and upgrading 
older equipment and infrastruc-
ture. These are critical services 
our residents rely on around the 
clock. 

In 2022, the City began the 
design and engineering for the 
required upgrades to expand and 
renovate our wastewater treat-
ment plant. The estimated total 
cost of these improvements is 
more than $25 million. The City 
has secured some low-interest 
funding through the Texas Water 
Development Board for system 
improvements such as the Clear 
Fork Sewer Interceptor proj-
ect completed earlier this year 
and continues to seek funding 

opportunities to keep project and 
borrowing costs as low as possi-
ble for our customers. 

Additionally, this year, we’ve 
begun installing new automated 
water meters that will more accu-
rately monitor water flows to our 
customers. The meter upgrade 
project is expected to be com-
plete by the end of the year. It 
will allow customers to view their 
account and water usage online 
at any time through a new online 
customer portal. These improve-
ments will even help customers 
identify potential leaks to investi-
gate and repair. Given the severe 
drought conditions we experi-
enced this summer and fall, it’s 
important to use water wisely to 
conserve limited supplies. 

With these improvements and 
changes comes a learning curve 
– for our small, dedicated staff 
and for our customers. We are 
working to respond to many calls, 
emails and visits from our cus-
tomers asking questions about 
recent water bills, the new meters 
and higher water use. November 
utility bills were sent out this 
week along with a detailed 
insert explaining the September 
and October billing issues that 
occurred for some customers and 

our actions to address them. We 
encourage customers to review 
this information for answers to 
questions you may have.

I want to personally apolo-
gize for these recent issues that 
have caused confusion and taken 
extended time to investigate and 
respond. With limited staff and 
the number of inquiries, response 
times have been much longer 
than normal. Please know that 
we are working as quickly as pos-
sible to follow up on each call and 
email received. If you still have 
questions about your bill, please 
complete the Utility Bill Inquiry 
Form online at www.aledotx.com.

At City Council’s direction, 
we have hired a third-party con-
tractor to conduct a thorough 
and rigorous audit of the utili-
ty billing process — from meter 
to payment. The contractor will 
report their findings back 
to Council and the newly 
developed Utility Billing 
Advisory Committee. 
We will also share the 
auditor’s results with our 
customers and take the 
necessary actions based on those 
recommendations. The audit is 
expected to take up to 120 days 
to complete. In the meantime, 

our staff is working diligently to 
investigate and resolve recent 
billing issues to avoid them in the 
future.

On Thursday, Dec. 14 at 6 
p.m., we will host a virtual cus-
tomer information meeting about 
the Aledo water system, rates, 
new meters, billing improve-
ments, conservation and the 
independent audit process. You 
can register for the Dec. 14 infor-
mation meeting and read the bill 
insert on the City’s website at 
www.aledotx.com. The meeting 
will be recorded and available 
online for future viewing. This 
is one example of how we are 
working to increase our water 
communications and will be pro-
viding information, updates and 
resources more frequently. 

Our team is dedicated to 
serving the community and com-

mitted to doing what it 
takes to meet your needs 
and earn your trust. Thank 
you for your patience, 
understanding and sup-
port while we make the 
improvements needed to 

modernize our utility system and 
processes and better serve our 
community.

-Noah A. Simon, City Manager

GuestColumn

City of Aledo working to improve water meters, 
billing, and communication

Noah A. Simon
citymanager@aledotx.gov

Turn to COURT, page 7 Turn to MASCOT, page 7

http://www.community-news.com/stories/texas-supreme-court-hears-abortion-ban-challenge,66877
http://www.community-news.com/stories/maximizing-mascotmix-ups,66878
http://www.community-news.com/stories/city-of-aledo-working-to-improve-water-meters-billing-and-communication,66905
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White’s 
Funeral Home
130 Houston Ave. • Weatherford 

817-596-4811
www.whitesfuneral.com

Our family
serving 

your family
since 1908.

HIGH SPEED INTERNET
SPEEDING IS ENCOURAGED 
CALL CIRRA NETWORKS TODAY

(817) 259-1100  |  www.cirranet.net

CLEAR FORK MATERIALS

800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD
ALEDO, TEXAS

HOURS: M-F 8-5 •SAT 8-2 WWW.CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM

“Are you growing with us?”
Residential & Commercial

817-441-7777

• Topsoils & Custom 
Soil Blends

• Compost & Mulches
• Rock & Sand Products

Serving North Texas 
since l986

Pick up or Delivery Available

Offering new ways  
to advertise

PRINT • E-VERSION  
• ONLINE • EMAIL  

NEWSLETTER

The CommuniTy news

817-441-7661 
1015 Champions Drive 

Aledo

community-news.com

Christmas Tyme
The annual Christmas Tyme in 

Aledo was again well-attended as 
local merchants teamed up with the 
city to provide numerous entertain-
ment and food-related activities. 

PHOTOS BY CHRISTOPHER AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS.

Vendors for Christmas Tyme in Aledo. Nova Ramsbacher twirls in the swirls of a snow machine.Christina Bailey, Elizabeth Bailey and Rugh Lindly pose for a group picture at the ALEDO display.

The Texas High Road band entertains the crowd.
Zach Kovach ropes his first steer at the 
Aledo Ag-Backers display.The Aledo United Methodist Church choir sets the mood with Christmas carols.

Riley and Rusty Reese met a new friend at the 
Layla Horse Rescue tent.

Christopher Nash gets the chocolate and graham 
crackers needed for his freshly toasted marsh-
mallow from Natalie Gass.

Ruby Eason, Austen Smith, and Rhea Smith wrap free 
hotdogs for hungry Christmas Tyme in Aledo event 
goers. Hot dogs, snacks and drinks were sponsored 
by First Financial Bank with donations going to Aledo 
Advocats and Aledo Lions Club.

Cooper Newton leaps onto a giant 
dangling ball in a bounce house.

http://www.whitesfuneral.com
http://www.clearforkmaterials.com
http://www.community-news.com/stories/christmas-tyme,66936
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Look 
through today’s 
newspaper for 
words that go 
with the game 
of hockey. The 
words can be 
nouns, verbs 
or adjectives. 
Put the words 
in ABC order.
Standards Link: 
Grammar: Identify 
nouns, verbs and 

adjectives in writing. 
Spelling: Put words 

in alphabetical order.

Hockey 
Words

11

12

19

18
17

16 15

1413

10

9
8

76

5 4

3
2

1
22

23

21

20

Unscramble the answer!

© 2023 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Je� Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 40, No. 2

Hockey Happiness
Write an alliteration about 

ice hockey. Alliteration is the 
repetition of initial consonant 

sounds in two or more 
neighboring words. Example: 
Awesome ants always agitate!

Good Sports
List characteristics of someone displaying 
good sportsmanship. Ask students to look in 
the newspaper for a picture of an athlete 
demonstrating good sportsmanship and 
explain why they chose that picture.
Standards Link: Physical Education: Understand the elements of 
socially acceptable conflict resolution in physical activity settings.

Icy Art                   Can you redraw the pattern a skater left on the ice 
without crossing over any lines or removing your pencil from 
the page?

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

ANSWER: They stay close to 
their fans.

One meaning of the noun 
object is any solid thing that 

can be seen or touched.

OBJECT

Try to use the word object 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

Sally looked for an object 
to slide across the ice.

This week’s word:

Standards Link: Writing: Use strategies to 
edit written work.

A Long Overtime
A hoockey game is usually 
plays in three 20-minute 
periods. 

But in the 1936 Stanley Cup 
between the montreal Maroons 
and the detroit Red Wings, the 
scorre was tied at the end of 
the three periods. The game 
goed into overtime.

The teams battled for 116 
minute and 30 seconds before 
Detroit’s Modere “Mud” 
Bruneteau scored the won 
goal in a 1-0 victory.

Are you an eagle-eyed reader? 
Read the article below and circle 
the eight errors you find. Then 
rewrite it correctly on the lines 
below the article.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

HOCKEY
STICKS
PUCKS
ZAMBONI
PENCIL
INVENTOR
POTATOES
COZY
SKATES
GAME
RINK
THIN
FROZE
POND
COAL

S

K
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How many silly 
things can you 
�nd in this 
hockey scene?

How many 
hockey pucks 

can you �nd on 
this page?

    wish, click, swoosh. Swish, 
      click. Click! Click! 
CLACK! “GOAL!”

These are the lively sounds of 
a hockey game!

Who were the first people to 
play hockey? No one knows for 

sure. But for hundreds of years, 
kids have been sliding stones 
and other objects across ice 
with sticks and tree branches. 
Over the years, in different 
parts of Europe, a variety 
of games played on ice 
with sticks and sliding objects 
were created.

       uropean settlers 
in Canada developed 
the game of hockey as 
we know it today. The 
first rules of the game 
       were published in a

Standards Link: Physical Education: 
Understand the role of sport in a 
diverse world (e.g., the influence of 
professional sport in society).

Source: Backcheck: Hockey for Kids 
Library and Archives Canada

                     A hockey puck slammed into the article about pucks, scattering the letters a, b and c. Can you put them all back where they belong?
Ho_key pu_ks weren’t _lw_ys 
m_de of _l_ _k ru_ _er like they 
_re tod_y. The e_rly pu_ks were 
pro_ _ _ly _ _lls, _ut other 
obje_ts, su_h _s stones, lumps of 
_o_l, or frozen _ow or horse 
poop were _lso used. Wooden 
pu_ks were used for m_ny ye_rs. 
Mothers sometimes put hot 
_ _ked pot_toes into their 
_hildren’s sk_tes so th_t the 
sk_tes would _e _ozy _nd w_rm 
when the _hildren re_ _hed the 
rink or pond. The pot_toes were 
not thrown _w_y. They 
eventu_lly froze and were used 
_s pu_ks. Although ru_ _er w_s 
invented in 1939, it w_sn’t until 
                    the l_te 1880s th_t 
                       someone thought of 
                  m_king ru_ _er pu_ks.

ZAMBONI and the configuration of the Zamboni® ice resurfacing machine are registered trademarks of the Zamboni Company.

Ice hockey players push off and 
skate in bursts of speed up to 30 
miles per hour! These quick 
starts, stops and turns chew up 
the ice very quickly. 

In 1949, a man by the name of 
Frank Zamboni solved the problem 
of rough, chopped-up ice. He 
invented a machine that smoothed 
the ice by applying a layer of 
water which freezes to the top of 
the ice surface. This machine is 
still used today. It smoothes the 
ice and is called a Zamboni® ice 
resurfacing machine after its inventor!

With hundreds of topics, every 
Kid Scoop  printable activity pack 
features six-to-seven pages of 
high-interest extra learning 
activities for home and 
school! Get your free 
sample today at:
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Huge turnout
Once the parade concluded, 

people filled the stands and the 
grounds around the baseball field 

where it was standing room only to 
greet Aledo’s prodigal son. 

“We weren’t sure how many 
people to expect,” said head base-
ball coach Chad Berry. “I figured 
there would be several. But this 
community always does that. They 
support their kids. They support 

their extracurricular programs. It 
doesn’t matter if it’s the band or the 
football team. 

“So, to see one of their own come 
through this program and do the 
things [Bradford] has been able to 
do, and to come back for us to cele-
brate with him, I think it means the 
world to this community. I think 
they’re showing him that tonight.”

During the ceremony, Aledo 
mayor Nick Stanley read a procla-
mation from the city, hereby making 
Dec. 4 Cody Bradford Day in Aledo. 

Surprise announcement
What happened next came as a 

shock to the lanky left-hander.
Barry took to the mic, inform-

ing Bradford and all the members 
of Bearcat Nation on hand that 
Bradford’s high school number, 18, is 
officially retired. 

“Oh, my gosh,” Bradford 
exclaimed. “That’s insane. I was not 
expecting that. It’s a true honor. 
I hope that’s motivation for guys 
coming up that they can do it too.”

Barry presented a framed Aledo 
baseball jersey sporting No. 18 to 
Bradford before directing his atten-
tion to the right-field wall. On the 
wall just below the scoreboard is a 
commemoration of Bradford’s time 
and accomplishments during his 
prep baseball career at Aledo. 

While retiring his number came 
as a surprise to Bradford, for coach 
Barry it’s been an aspiration from 
early in his coaching career he 
hoped to fulfill one day. 

“I’ve kind of had that in my mind 
as long as I’ve been coaching,” coach 
Barry recalled. “If I ever had a kid 
that made it to the majors, I almost 
felt like that was worthy of retiring a 
number. And then winning a World 
Series on top of that in your rookie 
season, I think it’s got to happen.”

The right time
When Bradford called early in 

the morning the day before he made 
his Major League debut back in 
May, coach Barry knew the time 
had come. He just couldn’t have 
imagined the ride this season would 
be from May to November.

“At that point, I felt like 
the things I want for this 
program, and the things 
I want the kids to get out 
of this program, he was an 
example of when he was 
here,” the coach stated. “He 
wasn’t necessarily the best 
athlete. He wasn’t necessarily the 
best player. But, you weren’t going 
to find anybody that was going 
to outwork him. Somebody that 
believed in himself, somebody that 
managed his time well, that put in 
the time. 

“Whatever he did, he worked 
very hard at to try to be the best 
he could be. That time, effort, and 
work ethic, you’re seeing the fruits 
of that labor. To me, that right there 
is exactly why I do what I do.

“I couldn’t be more happy for 
him. Nobody deserves it more than 
him,” coach Barry added.

A little rest,  
then back to work

Bradford is currently taking 
some time off before ramping up his 
off-season program in the next few 
weeks. Meanwhile, Bearcat baseball 
will start preseason practice shortly 
after the first of the year. 

With Aledo baseball players lin-
ing the basepath, Bradford offered 
some encouragement before head-
ing into the upcoming season.

“Good luck to those guys,” 
Bradford said. “I hope they work 
really hard when people are watch-
ing and work even harder when 
people aren’t watching. That’s what 

really makes the difference in 
high school and to make it to 
the next level. 

“Hard work can take you 
a long way. If you put your 
trust in the right places – put 
your trust in God – He can 
open up an infinite amount 

of doors that you never thought was 
going to happen.”

More honors
In addition to the announce-

ment by coach Barry, two more 
announcements were made.

Aledo High School is starting a 
scholarship in his name. It will go to 
a baseball player annually with the 
best grade point average.

Also, proceeds from T-shirt sales 
at Monday’s event will benefit the 
Miracle League of DFW. It was the 
charity of choice by the Bradfords.

He took correction well, howev-
er, and subsequent plural references 
were spot on. It’s not news to many 
folks that two or more lions consti-
tute a pride, but I’m thinking one 
might need to be closely involved 
with Springtown athletics to know 
the plural of “porcupine.” So you’ll 
know in the future, when we’re 
talkin’ two or more porcupines, they 
are a “prickle of porcupines.” Now 
you know, and so does that public 
address announcer. (An aside: With 
Pickleball the new “semi-athletic” 
game rage, they’ll understandably 
come up with something called 
“Prickleball” in Springtown.)

Researching the subject of plu-
ral names for animals, birds and 
other creatures fascinates to the 
max. Often, two, three or even more 
names are deemed acceptable.

In the case of guinea fowls, 
plural names differ, depending on 
whether they are on the ground or 
in flight. On the ground, they are a 
gaggle.

Once in flight, they become a 
flock. (One of ‘em--waddling around 
on earth or flying alone in search of 
his or her flock--remains a goose.)

Remember, you read it here 
first….

Without leaving this general 
topic, let us segue to acronyms, some 
that are confounding 
and bitterly misunder-
stood. An example is 
the Fresno-Yosemite 
International Airport in 
California. When found-
ed, it was called Fresno 
Air Terminal. Therein is the reason 
for its airport code: “FAT.”

One woman--unaccustomed to 
flying--was indignant at the lug-
gage carousel, upset that “FAT” was 
printed in large letters on each bag 
tag.

“I’ll blame it on artificial intel-
ligence this time,” she said. “But 
if I ever visit Fresno again, they’d 
better ‘smarten up.’ I don’t want to 
see anything about my weight, on 
luggage tags or otherwise.”

A former travel agent provided 
the previous account from her list 
of “you-ain’t-gonna-believe-this” 
memories.

She remembers one guy who 
had super-sensitive eyes that called 
for eyedrops multiple times daily. 
The travel agent learned this when 
she asked him if he preferred a win-
dow or an aisle seat.

“Oh, an aisle seat for sure,” he 
replied. “I have a terrible time if 
anything blows into my eyes; if I 
took a window seat, someone might 
open a window. No telling what 
might blow in at 35,000 feet.”

While on the topic of air travel, it 
seems there is a diminishing num-
ber of regional airlines. Though it 
slowly grew to major status, Texas 
International Airlines started out 
as Trans Texas Airways. It included 
service to smaller towns in Texas, 
some with population as small as 
6,000.

It had numerous nicknames, 
including “Tree-Top Airways” and 
“Tinker Toy Airways.”

Some wag jokingly described 
Trans Texas Airways thusly: 
“Trick or Treat Airways,” add-
ing, “a trick to get on and a treat 
to get off.”
Dr. Newbury, longtime universi-
ty president, writes weekly and 
speaks throughout Texas. Contact 

by phone: 817-447-3872; email, new-
bury@speakerdoc.com.

I-20 ANIMAL HOSPITAL
817-341-3331817-341-3331

3713 Fort Worth Hwy  Between Exits 415 and 414 
Hudson Oaks, TX  76087

www.I-20animalhospital.com

OPEN 24 HOURSOPEN 24 HOURS
DAILYDAILY

GENERAL PET WELLNESS 
HEALTH CARE
• INTERNAL MEDICINE
• SURGERY 

General and Advanced
• RADIOLOGY 

Digital including dental
• LASER THERAPY
• Computed Tomography 
              (CT scan)-NEW!                         

• EMERGENCY & CRITICAL 
CARE

• COMPLETE IN-HOUSE 
LABORATORY

• DENTAL CARE 
General and Advanced

• ULTRASONOGRAPHY
• ONCOLOGY
• ENDOSCOPY 

Life insurance 
can be life-
changing

Life won’t always go as 
planned. That’s why there’s 
life insurance. It can help you 
protect your family’s future, 
no matter what happens.  
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed 
in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company 
(Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL

2001574

Bobby J J Rigues, Agent
411 FM 1187 N
Aledo, TX  76008
Bus: 817-441-9966
www.bobbyrigues.com

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

MyserOrtho.com  •  817-441-8700  •  Aledo & Willow Park

RYAN WADE/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Aledo mayor, Nick Stanley, gives Cody Bradford a plaque containing the 
offical declaration making December 4, Cody Bradford Day in Aledo.

BRADFORD
from page one

MASCOT
from page 4

First-ever sighting in 
Texas of rare bird

Bird watchers recently flocked 
to a state park in hopes of seeing 
a little bird only rarely seen in 
the United States and for the first 
time in Texas. The gray-collared 
becard is a tropical bird that lives 
in Central America. Texas State 
Parks posted a “Rare Bird Alert” 
that alerted bird watchers of the 
sighting at Resaca de la Palma 
State Park in Brownsville, The 
News reported.

The bird has only been seen 
in the United States twice before, 
both times in Arizona.

Meanwhile, scorpions 
are in strong supply

Texans are reporting an inva-
sion of scorpions in their homes, 
according to numerous online 
reports. Wizzie Brown with the 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service told the Houston Chronicle 
that these distant cousins to spiders 
often move indoors with changing 
weather conditions, such as rain-
fall or dropping temperatures.

The striped bark scorpion is the 
most common and one of the most 

venomous in Texas. They measure 
about 3/8 inches in length and are 
yellowish tan in color. While ven-
omous, scorpions found in Texas 
are not considered lethal.

Brown advises sealing cracks 
and crevices on the outside of 
homes, not stacking firewood or 
other items against the house, 
and trimming trees and shrubs so 
they don’t touch or hang over the 
roofline.
Gary Borders is a veteran award-win-
ning Texas journalist. He published a 
number of community newspapers in 
Texas during a 30-year span, includ-
ing in Longview, Fort Stockton, 
Nacogdoches, Lufkin and Cedar Park. 
Email: gborders@texaspress.com

COURT
from page 4

COURTSEY OF WEATHERFORD COLLEGE

WC President Tod Allen Farmer and TWU President Emily Messer were joined by 
key administrators from their respective institutions to sign the agreement on 
Tuesday, Nov. 28.

COLLEGE
from page one

http://www.i-20animalhospital.com
http://www.bobbyrigues.com
http://myserortho.com
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More events can be found at www.community-news.com/calendar

NOV. 29–DEC. 31

Pathway of Lights
Take a magical journey 
through an enchanting 
pathway at the Heritage 
Park Amphitheater 
between 6-9:30 p.m. 
Immerse yourself in the 
festive spirit as you wander 
through the crisp night air, 
captivated by the majestic 
46-foot live tree, a dazzling 
20-foot animated tree, and 
an array of delightful holi-
day exhibits. There will also 
be food vendors.

SATURDAY, DEC. 9

CANDLELIGHT TOUR OF 
HOMES
For more than 40 years, 
the Candlelight Tour of 
Homes has provided the 
opportunity for guests 
to explore some of 
Weatherford’s most unique 
private 
residences on this histor-
ical tour that goes from 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Each home 
is interesting for a variety 
of reasons, including age, 
size, location, or distinctive 
architecture. 

Breakfast with Santa
What’s Christmas like 
without a visit with Santa? 
CASA (Court Appointed 

Special Advocates) is 
enhancing it with Breakfast 
with Santa from 9-11 
a.m. at Central Christian 
Church, 1602 South Main 
St. The event is open to 
the public and the cost is 
$5 per person otherwise. 
The event will include 
letters to Santa, pictures 
with Santa, Santa’s elves, 
balloons, crafts and glitter 
tattoos. Contact 817-599-
6224 or visit https://casa-
hopeforchildren.org/ for 
more information.

Christmas at the Castle 
2023
Texas Pythian Home, Inc. 
invites everyone to come 
and tour the beautiful 
castle while it is decorat-
ed with Christmas Spirit 
from 10a.m. - 6 p.m. on 
Saturday, Dec. 9 at 1825 E 
Bankhead Dr. Weatherford 
TX, 76086. This event 

is free and great for the 
whole family. Bring your 
camera and explore the 
Texas Pythian Home during 
Christmas at the Castle. 
Also the lights will turn on 
at 5 p.m. and start going 
off at 9 p.m. You are always 
more than welcome to 
come in at any time and 
drive around and take pic-
tures.
If you plan to shop or take 
a picture with Santa, you 
will need money. It does 
not cost anything to come 
and take a tour though.
Photos with Santa are 
$10 ($5 for the Pythian 
Home and $5 for the 
Photographer)

THURSDAY, DEC 14

Help for the Holidays
The Alzheimer’s 
Association offers a 
monthly support group 
gathering on the 2nd 
Thursday of every month. 

The next meeting will be  
from 1-3 p.m. on Thursday, 
Dec. 14 at Aledo United 
Methodist Church.  
Volunteers offer activities 
for care receivers (with 
Alzheimer’s/dementia) 
while caregivers attend 
meetings.  For details, 
contact Sally Bond at 
ssbrn75@gmail.com.

SATURDAY, DEC. 16

Winter Wonderland
Celebrate the holiday sea-
son at The Shops at Willow 
Park from 12-4 p.m.  on 
Saturday, Dec. 16. at 210 
Shops Boulevard Willow 
Park, TX 76087

Join Willow Park North and 
The Shops at Willow Park 
for our inaugural Winter 
Wonderland. This event is 

free for everyone and per-

fect for the whole family. 

Featuring vendors, food 

trucks, holiday beverages, 

winter photo ops, a balloon 

dome, face painting, and 

more.

EVENT SUBMISSIONS
Send event submissions to events@community-news.
com. 
Please include time, date, and place of the event, a 
short description, and phone/email for obtaining fur-
ther information, along with photos, graphics, or flyers.

(817) 835-5000
www.ftwccu.org

Open to those who live, work, or 
attend school in Tarrant, Denton, 

Parker, and Johnson Counties.

Visit us today at
1911 S. Main St. 

Weatherford’s #1 Family Credit Union 

www.metalmar ts.com

817-599-4186 • Fax: 817-599-3326
2100 Burton Street • Weatherford, Texas 76087

GOING GREEN with COOL ROOFING

�
�

ENERGY EFFICIENT 
& LOOKS GREAT!

WIND & FIRE RESISTANT

STEEL BUILDINGS
AVAILABLE IN

MULTIPLE SIZES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 25 years!

MMMetal Mart
THE TRUSTED SOURCE FOR ALL YOUR

METAL BUILDING COMPONENT NEEDS!
� RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL STEEL ROOFING
� CUSTOM TRIM AND FLASHING � PURLIN & TUBING
� EASY BOLT PRE-FABRICATED STEEL BUILDINGS
� MINI STORAGE SYSTEMS � POWER TOOLS
� VENTS & SKYLIGHTS � HARDWARE & ACCESSORIES
� SYNTHETIC UNDERLAYMENT � INSULATION
� SEALANTS & CLOSURES � CARPORT PACKAGES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 28 years!

Are you turning 65?  
You have important decisions to make about 
your healthcare  

We can help!
Call

682-382-1260

Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry
Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C. 
Michael Ball, D.D.S., P.L.L.C.

Diplomate of American Board of Pediatric Dentistry
Fellow of American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101
Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087

Ofc: 817-441-2425
Fax: 817-441-2491

www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com

103 W. Church • 817-596-8758 • 817-594-2612

Propane Sales 
and Service

On the Square  
in Weatherford 

YEARSYEARS
OF PROPANE

1958-2023

Get your copy of  

at any one of 
these locations:

community-news.com
1015 Champions Dr. 

 Aledo • 817-441-7661

The  
CommuniTy news

ALEDO
Bearcat Valero
421 N FM 1187

East Parker County Library
201 N FM ll87

CVS
150 Bailey Ranch Road

Shell - Aledo
401 S FM ll87

The  Community  News
1015 Champions Drive

WILLOW PARK
Brookshire’s

5118 E I-20 Service Road S

East Parker County  
Chamber of Commerce
100 Chuckwagon Trail

Exxon – Tiger Mart
102 E I-20

WEATHERFORD
Weatherford Chamber
401 Fort Worth Hwy.

https://www.community-news.com/calendar/
http://www.ftwccu.org
http://www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com
http://www.texasbutane.com
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Tour of Homes.It is always a crowd 
favorite for locals and visitors high-
lighting some of the most beautiful 
& historic homes in our community,” 
Weatherford Chamber of Commerce 
President Tammy Gazzola said. “It is 
wonderful seeing the history of the 
homes shared as well as preserved.” 

How it started/growth
The PCHS originally had a 

Spring Tour for several years. 
However, Davis said it became hard 
to find homes whose yards were 
"great" and the tour was hard on the 
owners because of that.  

"They also thought about doing a 
night tour," she said. "Several other 
towns had successful Christmas 
Tours, including Waxahachie and 
Cleburne. So, they visited those 
Tours and decided to emulate or 
copy them since we have so many 
historic homes.

"I’ve been involved with the 
Heritage Society since we moved 
back to the area in 1994 and had 
attended some of the original 
Spring Tours and Candlelight Tours 
with my mother-in-law before we 
moved here, always a good time."

The numbers have ebbed and 
flowed over the years, Davis said, 
noting that advertising and publici-
ty has changed a lot. 

Taking the tour
"Last year almost 1,000 tickets 

were sold, but we are aware that a 
number of people just jumped in to 
see the homes when they saw the 
signs and crowds at a home," she said.

Visitors this year will receive a 
wristband when they purchase a 
ticket and they are supposed to be 
checked at the door to each home.

With tickets (tour booklet) in 
hand and wristbands on, people can 
go to the homes in any order.  There 
will not be anything provided to eat 
or drink.  

At the home they will first hear 
an actor talk about its history, gen-
erally on the front porch. Then they 
will walk through the home led by a 
docent, most will see the first floor 
only. 

They will be led to the back exit 
by another docent. 

"It is a fun thing for families or 
friends to do, especially if they like 
history, older homes, or Christmas - 
who doesn’t?," Davis said. "Probably 
not small children or those who 
can’t be controlled." 

She added that most of the 
homes have steps to go up on the 
porch and to leave, so tourists need 

to be able to navigate these. Sorry, 
no wheelchairs, baby strollers, etc.

Where the money goes
The PCHS is a 501(C)3 orga-

nization designed to promote the 
preservation of buildings, homes, 
and sites of historic or architectural 
significance within Parker County, 
to promote the maintenance of doc-
uments and records which describe 
the heritage of the county, and to 
promote civic interest in histori-
cal projects, education and culture 
throughout Parker County.

Over the years the PCHS has 
supported many local projects, 
including more recent projects such 
as refurbishing and shoring up the 
structure of the Prince Memorial 
CME Church on West Oak Street. 
That included rebuilding the porch 
and the roof.  

Year before last they donated 
$20,000 to  Chandor Gardens to 
help pay for their long-range master 
plan. They also helped Chandor with 
the restoration or replacement of sev-
eral other items through the years.  

The PCHS also accepts grant 
requests to help historic projects 
throughout the county per their 
mission Statement:

Since 1983, the Heritage Society 
has used the funds raised during its 
annual Candlelight Tour to accom-
plish a variety of preservation tasks 
in the area.

Some of the notable projects/
donations include:
1. 	 Relocation and renovation of the 

log cabin located immediately 
south of the double log cabin at 
Hollands Lake Park.

2. 	 The Second Ward school house 
relocation and renovation at 
Soldier's Spring Park (it was 
burned to the ground by vandals).

3. 	 Refurbishment and reno-
vation of the Parker County 
Courthouse.

4. 	Restoration of the caboose 
located next to the Weatherford 
Chamber of Commerce.

6.	 Restoration of Greenwood 
Memorial Chapel on Greenwood 
Cut-off Road and work on the 
Greenwood Cemetery.

8.	 1888 Parker County map 
restoration.

9.  	Chandor Gardens.
10. B-29 memorial plaque in front of 

the Weatherford Public Library.
11. 	Texas Pythian Home.
13.		Weatherford Public Library 

Genealogy Room and Heritage 
Gallery.

14.		Parker County Committee on 
Aging (for future senior citizens 
center).

15. 	Storybook Summer (purchase stu-
dent summer reading materials)

Tour highlights
413 W. Lee Avenue
Remax Trinity Real Estate & 
Michelle Worthington-Alamo Title

A Victorian Queen Anne histori-
cal home is a type of architecture that 
was popular in the late 19th and early 
20th centuries. As you approach this 
1892 Queen Anne’s home you will 
immediately notice the steep roofs 
with intersecting gables and the 
one-story wraparound porch with 
columns. There are ornamental fish 
scale shingles which enhance the 
beauty of this house.

The house has the original pine 
floors which are in pristine shape 
even though they are 130 years old. 
The house still has five of the original 
case windows with the wavy glass. 

505 W. Josephone Street
A magnificent high style Tudor 

Gothic Revival was completed in 
1939 along with the three-unit rent-
al property next door.

Only three families have lived 
in this stately manor with all its 
original features. When the present 
owners purchased the property in 
2022, the three-unit rental property 
was sold separately. This red brick 
and stone Tudor with a slate roof 
and the detached garage with an 
apartment for servants complement 
the character of this house, along 
with the diamond glass bay window.

The kitchen is original except for 
the stove.

110 S. Walnut Street
Citizen’s National Bank

Wright Dudley Taylor moved to 
Weatherford at the age of 13. He 
worked with his father and they 
formed the Taylor and Taylor Real 
Estate Company. In 1891 Wright mar-
ried Catherine Noland and in 1892 
they built their first home. The house 
was built at the southwest corner 
of Church and Walnut Street where 
they raised their three children. The 
house was sold but remained a res-
idence until 2022. It now has been 
updated although many of the orig-
inal features are still there and is a 
Cultivate Real Estate Agency. This 
house is in the heart of Weatherford.

Campbell-Watson Home
201 W. Rentz Street
Kimberly Benge Photograph and 
Recaptured Charm

Built in 1902 by a hardware 
merchant named Carter, this home 
is best known as the Campbell 
house. Dr. Campbell, a prominent 
Weatherford physician, purchased 
the home around World War I and 
lived there until his death.

This home sits high atop 
Weatherford on several wooded 
acres, outlined by original iron fenc-
ing. Striking both inside and out, 
this home features tin ceilings, wain-
scoting, period lighting, and elegant 
wooded casework around door-
ways and windows, all original to 
the home. Of particular interest is 
the beautiful custom cabinetry in the 
kitchen and master bath that blends 
seamlessly with the home original 
features. Period antiques and win-
dow treatments combined with the 
architectural features create a turn of 
the century feel. This home is truly a 
Weatherford historic showplace.

Urbanology Cottage
212 E. Lee Avenue
Lisa Jacobs-Williams Trew Real 
Estate Company

The former Rose Garden 
Cottage sits on just over one-fourth 
of an acre. It was originally part of 
a five-acre tract of land purchased 
in 1869 for $150. In 1921 Z.B. Mays 
purchased the five acres and built 
the bungalow style home in 1922. 
Vera Ragle purchased the home in 
1947 and she lived there until 1981. 
She was remembered by locals as 
a loving school teacher who also 
taught music lesson in the home. 
In 2008 the Gillespie’s purchased 
the home and turned the house into 
Weatherford’s first stand-alone bed-
and-breakfast cottage.

In 2022, it was sold and is now 
a welcoming eclectic 100-year-old 
cottage which has been re-imaged by 
the award-winning interior design 
firm-Urbanology Design, into just 
the right mix of vintage charm and 
modern sophistication. It is now an 
Airbnb with all the cozy charm and 
thoughtful design you could dream 
of, with a whole lot of adventure, 
whimsy, and mystery.

402 W. Simmons Street
Holland Lake Rehabilitation Center 
and Wellness Center

Celebrating its 134th year, 
this little jewel sits proud-
ly in Weatherford’s Historic 
Neighborhood. The Victorian 
Cottage has a transitional style 
leaning toward Eastlake, demon-
strated by the traditional Victorian 
“fish scale” shakes on the gable, 
coupled with the simple “Star of 
Texas” detailing. Inspired by the 
ornate beauty of large Victorian 
architecture, the homes offer a 
charming and sophisticat-
ed living experience. From 
the intricate details of 
the exterior façade to the 
rich colors and textured 
materials, these small 

Victorian houses exude timeless 
elegance. Inside, you'll find high 
ceilings and decorative moldings. 
This five-room Victorian cottage 
was built between 1889-1900 for 
Mrs. Frankie Hutchison.

Gary Peterson bought the home 
in 2006 and did extensive remod-
eling, adding to the historical 
elements.

St Stephen’s Chapel
211 South Main St.

PlainsCapital Bank

The first Catholic Church in 
Weatherford was built at the pres-
ent site in 1882 and the first rectory 
in 1888. It was built on land pur-
chased by the Catholic Bishop of 
the Diocese in Galveston for $300. 
In 1900, a group of nuns came to 
Weatherford from New York and 
established a school at the corner of 
South Main and Lee Street streets, 
in a five-room house. 

During this period (188-1889), 
the original church burned and 
Mass was conducted in the school. 
In 1902 the present red brick 
church and frame rectory was built. 
The basically Queen Anne style has 
elements of English Gothic Design. 

The stained-glass windows are 
original throughout the building, 
Notable is the circular rose window 
with the Virgin in the center.

Originally the red brick building 
had no basement. In 1923, the base-
ment of the church , which serves 
as the church hall, was hand dug 
by parishioners in 1923 led by the 
Czech contingent.

In 1902,the grapes and vine 
decoration on the upper walls was 
added to the church interior. In 
1951, Father E, J. Johnson contacted 
the world-renowned British por-
trait artist, Douglas Chandor, who 
completely redecorated the interior 
of St. Stephen’s. The main alter and 
side alters were painstakingly done 
in imported marble paper and gold 
leaf. He was tragically unable to see 
his work at the church completed.

In 1953 the Priests of the Irish 
Province of the Pallottine Fathers 
were commissioned to care for the 
Parishioners of St. Stephen's. This 
year we are celebrating 70 years 
of the Pallottine Priests serving St 

Stephen Catholic Church. 
According to the church lead-
ers “It was wonderful the way 
the “expanded mission group” 
worked together sharing their 
talents to recreate the chapel.

TOUR
from page one

40TH CANDLELIGHT 
TOUR OF HOMES
Dec. 9, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. in 
Weatherford

Tickets: $20 for adults and $12 
for children 12 and under. 

Where to get: They must 
be purchased in advance at 
the Weatherford Chamber 
Commerce, 401 Fort Worth 
Hwy. through 2 p.m. on Dec. 
8, or at the Doss Heritage 
and Cultural Center, 1400 
Texas Dr. through 5 p.m. 
on Dec. 9. Tickets can also 
be purchased online at 
ParkerCountyHeritageSociety.
com, then picked up at the 
Doss through 5 p.m. Dec. 9.

413 W. Lee Avenue 505 W. Josephone Street

110 S, Walnut 201 W. Rentz Street 402 W. Simmons Street

Matt Morris
817-529-5325 

matt@gusbates.com

Proud to 
Support the Aledo 

Bearcats

Securities offered through Kestra Investment Services, LLC (Kestra IS), member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through Kestra 
Advisory Services, LLC (Kestra AS), an affi liate of Kestra IS. Kestra IS and Kestra AS are not affi liated with Gus Bates Insurance & Investments. 

817-732-4419
www.sarahmorrisdds.comEMPLOYEE BENEFITS, PROPERTY & CASUALTY, 

RETIREMENT PLAN SERVICES
FAMILY DENTISTRY WHERE HONESTY & INTEGRITY MATTER!

State of the Art Sterilization Room
Invisalign and Zoom! Whitening

Massage Chairs and HDTV
Water Purification System

2551 River Park Dr. Suite 201 · Fort Worth, TX 76116
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Classifieds
JOB LISTINGS

WAREHOUSE WORKER/
DELIVERY
Must be able to drive a 
front loader; Organizational 
skills, Scheduling Deliveries, 
Receiving, Maintaining 
warehouse, counting inven-
tory, basic janitorial duties, 
Handyman skills a plus, Basic 
hand tool and power tool use, 
Basic problem solving skills, 
Basic math skills, $16.00 
an hour - Monday - Friday 
7:30-4:30. Email: cody@tex-
as-lighting.com or catherine@
thegalleryoflights.com
	
SALES REPRESENTATIVE
2 years in B2B sales and or 
Retail Sales; Must be able to 
read a tape measure; Basic 
Math Skills; Able to read blue-
prints (will train); Excellent 
Customer Service Skill; 
Organizational Skills a must; 
Eye for design; Lighting experi-
ence a plus( but not necessary 
will train for the right candi-
date; Knowledge in the build-
ing industry a plus( but will 
train for the right candidate; 

Hourly rate of $16.00 hr plus 
commissions; Email: dana@
texas-lighting.com or cather-
ine@thegalleryoflights.com

SERVICES
PAINTING: Let my 50 years 
experience work for you. We 
do interior and exterior res-
idential and custom home 
painting. Bobby McWilliams 
817-821-6377

BALLOON DECORATIONS 
for any Event: Weddings, 
Corporate, Baby Showers, 
Grand Openings, Birthdays, 
Anniversaries, Quinceaneras. 
CALL Sally 817-484-8353

Business Cards

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
SERVICE AND REPAIR • LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

817-441-8633
• • NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS • •

817-443-9733
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR
LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

• COMPOSITION SHINGLES
• WOOD SHINGLES
• NEW ROOFS • REROOFS
• REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 • mobile (817) 996-2726

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

Insurance Claims Handled

Free 

Estim
ates

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor 

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100  
Aledo, TX 76008  
Bus. 817-441-4108 • Fax 800-656-0301 
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com 
www.edwardjones.com

Thousands of Lifelong Customers.

With the same name and number since 1973, Billy Harris Roofing is here before, during and after the Texas 
storms. Billy Harris Roofing has had the same crews since 1992 which has paved the way to 10 consecutive 

Angie’s List Super Service Awards since 2006. Billy Harris Roofing prides itself on quality... not quantity! 
Give the experts a call today and find out for yourself why thousands of life-long customers 

have put their trust in Billy Harris Roofing • 817-249-3338 • www.billyharris-roofi ng.com

817-249-3338 Same Crews Since 1992

Same Name & Number Since 1973
Previous Awards 
from 2006 to 2015

Vanity Tops                                           Tubs 
Whirlpool Tubs                         Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE
2927 Greenlee Park Trail

Weatherford, Texas 76088

  817-341-8970
Natural Granite  •  Solid Surface  •  Silestone

5 & 6 Inch Seamless Gutters • Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial • New & Repair

ROSS GUTTERS
In Business Since 1995

Office: 817-565-4658
Talk and text 817-771-9661

FREE SPLASH BLOCKS FOR A LIMITED TIME

Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

(817) 249-2028

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t

Ken Hartman, Proprietor

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry 
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

Hearing
Care Center
4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702
Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre
Phone: 817.263.1971

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
CHAPPELL

Operated by a subsidary  
of NRT, LLC

KIMBERLY MEYER, 
ABR, CRS, GRI

REALTOR®

Cell (817) 929-0347
kimberly.meyer@cbdfw.com

5924 Convair Drive #420  
Fort Worth, TX 76109

www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer

Global Luxury Specialist

1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 817-504-7662817-504-7662
Call for availability · Boat & RV parking - $50Call for availability · Boat & RV parking - $50

10x10 $65 • 10x20 $95 • 10x30 $14010x10 $65 • 10x20 $95 • 10x30 $140

We have lots of room  
for your stuff!

1187 MINI STORAGE1187 MINI STORAGE

Leave  Leave  
your  your  
card!card!

For info about advertising on the  
Business Card Page, call 817-441-7661.

P.O. Box 1031, Aledo, TX • 817-441-7661 
www.community-news.com

The 
CommuniTy news

TexSCAN Week of 
Dec. 10-16, 2023

ACREAGE
LAND FOR SALE. Hunting, recreational, retirement. 
Hill Country, Trans Pecos Region, South Texas. 
30-year fixed rate, owner financing, 5% down. 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com. 800-876-9720.

ALMANAC
The gift that keeps you learning – the Texas 
Almanac  2024-2025 is the premier reference for 
everything Texas. The entire book is revised with 
the latest information, including the 254 county 
maps and population estimates for every Texas 
town. https://www.legacyoftexas.com/product/
texas-almanac-2024-2025.

BASEBALL
BOB’S BASEBALL TOURS – August 2-12, 2024. 
See MLB games in Cincinnati, Detroit, Cleveland, 
Pittsburgh, Toronto, Boston & NY Yankees. Visit 
Baseball, Hockey, Basketball, Pro Football and Rock 
& Roll Halls of Fame, guided Tour of Manhattan. 
$3,500/person based on double hotel occupancy. 
Quality motor coach, hotels & game tickets. Call/text 
507-217-1326. Also offering Arizona/Grand Canyon 
Spring Training Tour & New York/New England Fall 
Foliage Tour in ’24!

ENERGY
Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
7-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just 
a generator. It’s a power move.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing 
a Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our case 
managers simplify the process & work hard to help with 
your case.  Call 1-844-494-0689 FREE Consultation. 
Local Attorneys Nationwide Mail: 2420 N St NW, 
Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)

OIL & GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

LOG HOMES
Estate Sale Log Homes – Log Home kits selling 
for balance owed, free delivery. Model #101 
Carolina, bal. $17,000; Model #203 Georgia, 
bal. $19,950; Model #305 Biloxi, bal. $14,500; 
Model #403 Augusta, bal. $16,500. View plans 
a t  www.americanloghomesandcabins .com, 
704-368-4528.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-
0467 www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

WATER DAMAGE
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  
A small amount of water can lead to major damage 
and mold in your home. If you have water damage to 
your home, call for a free estimate for complete repairs 
to protect your family and your home’s value! Call 
24/7:  1-877-727-3027.

   WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

BOB’SBASEBALL TOURS

August 2-12, 2024

See MLB games in Cincinnati, Detroit, Cleveland, 
Pittsburgh, Toronto, Boston & NY Yankees. Visit Baseball, 
Hockey, Basketball, Pro Football and Rock & Roll Halls of 
Fame. Guided Tour of Manhattan.

Free Brochure:  Call or Text 507-217-1326

$3,500/person based on double hotel occupancy
Quality motor coach, hotels & game tickets.

Also offering Arizona/Grand Canyon Spring Training 
Tour & New York/New England Fall Foliage Tour in ’24!

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

. . Never been manufacturedNever been manufactured

. . NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERYNO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY 

.   .   Comes with complete building  Comes with complete building  
blueprints and Construction Manualblueprints and Construction Manual

NEW HOMES:

www.americanloghomesandcabins.com

Serious Inquiries only Call: 704 368-4528

Before Calling View House Plans at

JUST RELEASED: AMERICAN  
LOG HOMES is assist ing estate  
& account sett lement on houses

LOG HOME KITS  
selling for BALANCE OWED with FREE DELIVERY

LOG HOMESLOG HOMES
PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!

* Windows, Doors and Roofing not included

Model #101, Carolina, $40,840       BALANCE OWED $17,000
Model #203, Georgia, $49,500        BALANCE OWED $19,950BALANCE OWED $19,950
Model #305, Biloxi, $36,825            BALANCE OWED $14,500
Model #403, Augusta, $42,450        BALANCE OWED $16,500 

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

The City of Aledo will accept bids submitted only in writing until 
2:00 p.m. on Thursday, December 28, 2023 to establish a multi-
year contract from a qualified person, firm, or corporation to provide 
janitorial services for the City of Aledo and surrounding areas as 
designated by the City of Aledo. The janitorial services to be per-
formed under this Contract will include City property. 

Bid # PW-2024-002

CITY OF ALEDO – JANITORIAL SERVICES

City Staff will begin reading the bids at 2:01 p.m.  

 Dial-in Number: 234.203.2766

 Conference Code: 680-090-795

Bid documents may be obtained without charge at the City of Aledo 
City Hall, 104 Maverick Street, Aledo, Texas 76008. Bid documents 
will be ready for pickup on and after December 8, 2023. Request 
for Bid documents may also be downloaded at www.aledotx.gov.

The City of Aledo website will be updated with addenda, additional 
reports or other information relevant to bidding the services. It is the 
sole responsibility of all plan holders, whether they have received 
digital downloads or paper copies of the plans and specifications, to 
periodically check for Addenda which may have been posted on the 
City of Aledo website.  

There will be a non-mandatory pre-bid conference on December 
19, 2023 at 9:00 AM. The Pre-Bid Conference will be held at 
Community Center Conference Room, 104 Robinson Court, Aledo, 
TX 76008.  

Bidders should submit all inquiries and/or questions concerning this 
project to the person identified below by Friday, December 22, 2023 
at 5:00 P.M. Questions that result in changes to the specifications 
will be answered in writing and copies distributed to bidders of 
record in the form of an addendum.   

Luis Gatica, P.E., CFM 
104 Maverick Street 
Aledo, Texas 76008 

817.441.7016 
lgatica@aledotx.gov

Advertisement dates: 

December 8, 2023 

December 15, 2023 

December 22, 2023

community-news.com
The Community News

http://www.edwardjones.com
http://www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
http://www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer
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RANCH HOUSE PROFESSIONAL BUILDING

126 RANCH HOUSE ROAD

MARCUS GLEATON, OD
Suite 1000 · (817) 441-0010

ALEDO FAMILY EYE CARE
Suite 1000 · (817) 441-0010

A MEMBER OF

visionsource-aledofamilyeyecare.com

Mark A. McAdams, DDS

Suite 800 • (817) 441-8003

CATLIN, LILLARD & CO. PC
Tax, Assurance,
Consulting,
Business Advisors

Suite 1200 • (817) 441-2600 • clc-cpa.com
S. Brian Catlin, CPA  Ralph Lillard, CPA

Trusted since 1977

23
96

58

Dale Mares, AAMS
817-441-5061
126 S. Ranch house Rd., #600
Aledo 

Insurance and discounts subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co., Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance 
Co. Life insurance offered through Allstate Life Ins. Co. & Allstate Assurance Co. Northbrook, IL; and American Heritage Life Insurance Co., 
Jacksonville, FL. Securities offered by Personal Financial Representatives through Allstate Financial Services, LLC (LSA Securities in LA and PA).  
Registered Broker-Dealer. Member FINRA, SIPC. Main Office: 2920 South 84th Street, Lincoln, NE 68506. (877) 525-5727. © 2018 Allstate Insurance Co.

PROTECT YOUR WORLD

MEMBER 2023

TEXAS PRESS 
ASSOCIATION

A great way to start the day!

The CommuniTy news

Ginger Adams
O: 682-888-0601
C: 817-888-0178

gadams@tworld.com
www.tworld.com/weatherford

Check out our businesses  
for sale at tworld.com

913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747

Our newest additional location
Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

James R. Plowman - jamesplowman@gpfcnet.com

Misty Engel – mistyengel@gpfcnet.com

Norma Plowman – normaplowman@gpfcnet.com

913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747

Our newest additional location
Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

James R. Plowman - jamesplowman@gpfcnet.com

Misty Engel – mistyengel@gpfcnet.com

Norma Plowman – normaplowman@gpfcnet.com

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747

Our newest additional location
Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

James R. Plowman - jamesplowman@gpfcnet.com

Misty Engel – mistyengel@gpfcnet.com

Norma Plowman – normaplowman@gpfcnet.com

Our newest additional location  
Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

www.galbreaithpickard.com

817-441-1079
david@elitegreentx.com

ALEDO OWNED  
AND OPERATED

TX #0868794

FOOTBALL

Bearcats back in semifinals
Make short work  
of Abilene in  
inaugural meeting
By Rick Mauch
The Community

The Aledo Bearcats and Abilene 
Eagles had never played a game 
against each other in their many 
seasons of football — a history that 
includes 18 state championships.

After Friday night's contest 
at Tarleton State University's 
Memorial Stadium in Stephenville, 
the Eagles might want to wait a 
while before the two meet again.

The Bearcats (14-0) dominated 
the contest from the outset, win-
ning 56-21 to run their winning 
streak to 28 games and advance to 
their 13th state semifinal in 15 sea-
sons. In the previous dozen times 
they won 11 to move on to the state 
final — and then won 10 of those.

In short, the Bearcats are two 
wins away from their 12th state 
championship in team history. They 
will next face Forney (13-1) at 7:30 
p.m. Friday, Dec. 8, at Midlothian 
Multi-Purpose Stadium.

The Jackrabbits outlasted 
upstart Lancaster (8-6) 43-41 on 
Friday, Dec. 1

Jumping out early
Before the Eagles (11-3) hardly 

got off the bus they found them-
selves in a 28-0 hole as Aledo scored 
on its first four possessions. Three 
of the touchdowns came before the 
game was even five minutes old.

The Bearcats took the opening 
kickoff and marched 67 yards in 
six plays, with Devhon Keys scor-
ing his first of three touchdowns 
on the night from 4 yards out in 
the Raider formation, in which 
he takes the snap from center. 
Following an 18-yard TD run by 
Hawk Patrick-Daniels and a wild 
kickoff recovery, Keys again found 
the end zone on a 5-yard run and 
Aledo had a 21-0 lead before some 
folks had made it to their seats.

On the kickoff, the ball bounced 
off an Abilene player and rico-
cheted back into Aledo territory, 

where Chase Wilburn pounced on 
it for the Bearcats.

The first quarter ended with 
Aledo quarterback Hauss Hejny 
connecting with Colton McCoy for 
a 16-yard touchdown. It was the 
first of two TD throws for Hejny, 
who also hit Trace Clarkson for a 
50-yard score in the fourth quar-
ter that gave Aledo a 56-14 lead.

Dominant Defense
The Bearcats were most domi-

nant with their run defense. They 
limited the Eagles to minus 2 
yards on 17 carries.

"We just played more aggressive 
than they did," Keys, a linebacker, 
said. "They are a really good team. 
They made it to the fourth round, 
but we just came out aggressive 
and took it away from them."

Aledo Head Coach Robbie 
Jones praised the game plan 
of defensive coordinator Brad 
McCone and the way the players 
carried it out.

"We came in with a really good 
game plan and the kids execut-
ed it extremely well," Jones said. 
"Our defense played lights out the 
entire football game."
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Aledo's Davhon Keys fights his way across the goal line for one of his three touchdowns against Abilene.

Turn to BEARCATS, page 13

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Ladycats 
pounce on 
Cleburne
After 3rd in tourney
By Ryan Wade
The Community News

It’s been a busy week for Aledo’s 
Ladycats basketball squad. After 
playing five games in three days 
during the Burleson Tournament 
and securing a third-place finish in 
the process, the Ladycats returned 
to their regularly scheduled contest 
on Tuesday, Dec. 5, with a 48-34 
win on the road in Cleburne. 

Coming off a string of per-
formances that earned them 
all-tournament honors, Elizabeth 
Griffin and Kinley Elms went right 
back to work against the Lady 
Yellowjackets on Tuesday. The duo 
led the Ladycats in scoring on the 
night, with 12 points and 10 points, 
respectively, to their credit.

Aledo came out to a hot start 
in the first quarter, as they put the 
home team in an early hole. The 
Ladycats controlled both ends of 
the floor, scoring at will on their 
end while shutting down Cleburne’s 
offense on the other. Through the 
first eight minutes of action, Aledo 
held a nine-point advantage over 
their host, 15-6.

The pace slowed dramatically in 
quarter number two. The two teams 
combined to post just 10 points in 

Turn to LADYCATS, page 13
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GAME DAY ADVANCE

Bearcats, Jackrabbits to renew rivalry
First playoff meeting 
for teams
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

At the turn of the century, Aledo 
and Forney meeting on the foot-
ball field was an annual occurrence. 
They played six consecutive seasons 
from 2000-05, never before and 
never since, with all six games being 
predistrict encounters.

The Bearcats won four of the six 
meetings, with the average score 
being 16-10. Each team posted a 
shutout, another game was decid-
ed by a touchdown (13-6 Aledo) 
and another by a field goal (17-14 
Forney).

Then, as quickly as they began, 
the meetings stopped.

Now, the two will face each other 
once again for the first time in near-
ly two decades when they tangle 
at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 8, at 
Midlothian in the Class 5A Division 
I state semifinals. It will also be the 
first time they have ever met in the 
playoffs.

The winner will move on to 
the play the winner between 
Brownsville Veterans Memorial (12-
2) and Spring Branch Smithson 
Valley (13-1) in the state champion-
ship game at 7 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 
15 at AT&T Stadium in Arlington.

Guillory’s status
Aledo sophomore running 

back Ray Guillory is question-
able for Friday’s game. He left 
the 56-21 victory against Abilene 
in the Region I final at Tarleton 
State University in Stephenville 
with a tweak to his sprained knee. 
The injury kept him out of the 
final regular-season game and 
the playoff opener against Killeen 
Shoemaker.

In two games plus a quarter in 
the playoffs, Guillory had rushed 
31 times for 434 yards and six 
touchdowns. Despite missing three 

complete games and most of last 
week, he leads the Bearcats with 
1,207 yards and 17 TD on 145 car-
ries, along with catching 10 passes 
for 175 yards and four more TD.

Powerful running games
Both the Bearcats and 

Jackrabbits have exhibited two of 
the state’s strongest running games 
this season. Even with the absence 
of Guillory for most of last week’s 
game, Aledo rushed for more than 
300 yards against Abilene. 

Much of that is credited to the 
running of two seniors, quarter-
back Hauss Hejny (824 yards) 
and wide receiver Hawk Patrick-
Daniels (579), who has filled in 
more than suitably when Guillory 
is out. Patrick-Daniels led the 
Bearcats in rushing last season 
when he played the position full-
time before moving to receiver this 
season.

Overall, the Bearcats are aver-
aging 253 yards per game.

Forney averages 231 yards per 
game on the ground. The vast 
majority of those yards are com-
ing from running back Javian 
Osborne, who has gained 2,154 
yards and scored 39 touchdowns - 
37 of which have come rushing.

“We just have to be where we’re 
supposed to be and make tackles,” 
Aledo coach Robby Jones surmised 
simply.

Offensive lines
Much credit has to be given 

to the offensive lines of both the 
Bearcats and Jackrabbits. While 
exact weight averages were unavail-
able for Forney, both teams have 
sizes ranging from around 230 to 
around 300, with Aledo averaging 
275 pounds per lineman.

Much credit has to be given to 
the Bearcats linemen for the protec-
tion they have provided this season. 
Hejny has rarely been sacked and 
very few times have runners 

been stopped behind the line of 
scrimmage.

On the other side, there’s no 
questioning the protection the 
Jackrabbits linemen have been pro-
viding and the holes they’ve been 
opening up.

Among state leaders
Osborne, only a sophomore, 

leads Class 5A Division I in points 
scored (236) and total touchdowns 
(39). He is second in rushing yards.

For Aledo, Hejny ranks fourth in 
5A Division I in total yards (3,238). 
Also, kicker Cole Crawford is fifth in 
kicking points with 80.

Close calls
Both teams have had some close 

calls this season, with two of the 
Jackrabbits’ coming in the playoffs 
and two against the same team.

The Bearcats needed a last-sec-
ond field goal to win 48-45 at Class 
6A Denton Guyer in a predis-
trict game. Guyer advanced to the 
playoffs.

They also needed a late long run 
TD run by Hejny to avoid being 
upset by Denton Ryan at home, 
25-19, late in the season. Ryan 
advanced to the second round of 
the playoffs.

In the regular season, Forney 
slipped past Lancaster at home 
21-20 in overtime. The two met last 
week in the Region II final, with the 
Jackrabbits again surviving in dou-
ble overtime 43-41. 

Forney also had a narrow escape 
against Frisco Lone Star in the 
second round of the postseason, 
winning 26-24.

“I always want to beat somebody 
by four or five touchdowns if I can,” 
Jones said. “But those tough ball-
games, you learn from them, and 
Region II is a tough region. Those 
games do make you better.

“It was good that we had that 
matchup with Denton Ryan.”

Common foes
The teams have no opponents 

in common. Coming from different 
regions, this is not unusual.

However, going back to last 
season they do have Longview in 
common. Aledo overcame a 14-3 
halftime deficit against the Lobos, 
who were ranked No. 1 in the state 
and 14-0 at the time, to win 17-14 
in a game that was delayed for 
more than two hours because of 
lightning.

Forney’s lone loss this season 
was 13-7 at home to Longview. The 
Lobos advanced to the third round 

of the playoffs this season before 
getting upset by Lancaster 27-24.

District success
Aledo and Forney both competed 

in districts that saw a lot of postsea-
son success beyond their own.

The Jackrabbits competed 
in District 7-5A Division I. From 
there, Lancaster advanced to 
the regional final (four rounds), 
Longview reached the third round 
and McKinney North reached bidis-
trict. The overall district record in 
the playoffs is 9-3.
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Jaden Allen (2) and Ben McElree (22) pull down an Abilene ball carrier. The 
Bearcat defense held Abilene to an unofficial minus-two yards in the game.
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The longest run of the night by 
the Eagles was 6 yards. They lost 
yardage on eight runs and were 
held to zero yards on two other 
runs.

As for the pass defense, Aledo's 
Cooper Kohan had a key inter-
ception midway through the 
third quarter after teammate Ky 
Howington blocked a pass. It set 
up Keys' third TD, a 2-yard run, 
and a 42-14 lead.

Third Down Struggles
One particular area in which 

the Aledo defense controlled the 
game was on third down. They 
held the Eagles to a 1-for-11 
performance.

On fourth down, Abilene was 
0-for-3.

Meanwhile, the Aledo offense 
converted five of 10 third-down 
chances, including five of their 
final six after starting 0-of-4.

On fourth, the Bearcats were 
1-of-2.

Big Night (and Block) 
for Hauss

Hejny accounted for more 
than 300 yards of offense and 
three touchdowns. He passed for 
203 and ran for 105, including a 
35-yard score early in the third 
quarter that put Aledo up 35-14 
when Abilene appeared to be on 
the verge of a rally..

The Eagles scored twice in the 
second quarter to close to within 
28-14 at the half. The first came 
after an Aledo bad snap on a punt 
that set Abilene up at the Bearcats' 
3-yard line.

Hejny stood out even when he 
didn't have the ball in his hands. 
On a 40-yard touchdown run by 
Patrick-Daniels, Hejny threw what 
might have been the block of the 
night to clear the way.

"When I cut back I saw some-
body in black shoot past me like 
a rocket," Patrick-Daniels said. "I 
didn't know who it was at that 
moment, but it was a heck of block 
by Hauss."

Hejny said, "I played receiver 
my sophomore year and many of 
my plays were blocking."

Jones noted, "When he was 
playing receiver he was one of the 
best blockers we had." Then, he 
added, "You hold your breath every 
time that kid gets contact. But he's 
going to go compete, doing what-
ever it takes to help the team win."

Guillory leaves game
After getting off to a big start, 

running back Ray Guillory left 
the game for the Bearcats in the 
first half. He returned for limited 
action, but left the game again 
with what is suspected to be a 
flare-up of the sprained knee that 
sidelined him for the last game of 
the regular season and the first 
game of the playoffs.

Despite limited action Friday, 
Guillory gained an unofficial 65 
yards on just five carries. He leads 
the Bearcats in rushing this season 
with more than 1,200 yards and a 
team-best 21 touchdowns scored.

His status for the next round 
was uncertain immediately after 
the game.

Up next: an old foe
This will be the seventh meet-

ing all-time between the Bearcats 
and Jackrabbits, but their first in 
almost two decades. The teams 
played six consecutive seasons 
from 2000-2005, with Aledo 
holding a 4-2 advantage and the 
average score being 16-10.

Class 5A Division I 
Region I Final
at Memorial Stadium, 
Tarleton State University, 
Stephenville
Bearcats 56, Eagles 21
Aledo	 28	 0	 21	 7	 -	 56
Abilene	 0	 14	 0	 7	 -	 21

Al - Davhon Keys 4 run (Cole Crawford 
kick)
Al - Hawk Patrick-Daniels 18 run 
(Crawford kick)
Al - Keys 5 run (Crawford kick)
Al - Colton McCoy 16 pass from Hauss 
Hejny (Crawford kick)
Ab - Brayden Henry 2 run (Naim 
Segura kick)
Ab - Ryland Bradford 14 pass from 
Dylan Slack (Segura kick)
Al - Hejny 35 run (Crawford kick)
Al - Keys 2 run (Crawford kick)
Al - Patrick-Daniels 40 run (Crawford 
kick)
Al - Trace Clarkson 50 pass from Hejny 
(Crawford kick)
Ab - Bradford 12 pass from Slack 
(Segura kick)

Team statistics
First down: Aledo 31, Abilene 8.
Rushes-yards: Aledo 50-308, Abilene 
17-(-2).
Passing yards: Aledo 216, Abilene 200.
Caught-thrown-intercepted: Aledo 
13-23-2, Abilene 21-31-1.
Fumbles-lost: Aledo 1-1, Abilene 2-0.
Punts-average: Aledo 2-24.0, Abilene 
5-34.6.
Penalties-yards: Aledo 8-77, Abilene 
4-29.
Third-down conversions: Aledo 5-of-10, 
Abilene 1-of-11.
Fourth-down conversions: Aledo 1-of-2, 
Abilene 0-of-3.

Individual leaders
Rushing
Aledo: Hejny 12 carries, 105 yards, 
TD; Patrick-Daniels 11-82, 2 TD; Ray 
Guillory 5-65; Davhon Keys 5-31, 3 TD; 
RJ Blake 8-27; Kaden Winkfield 5-24; 
Brady Powell 4-5; team 1-(-29).
Abilene: Chad Lara 8-4; Bryce Neves 
1-1; Slack 2-(-3); Henry 6-(-4), TD.
Passing
Aledo: Hejny 12-of-22, 203 yards, 2 TD, 
2 interceptions; Gavin Beard 1-of-1, 13 
yards.
Abilene: Slack 19-of-27, 198 yards, 2 TD, 
1 interception; Henry 1-of-4, 2 yards.
Receiving
Aledo: Clarkson 2 catches, 98 yards, 
TD; McCoy 3-38, TD; Kaydon Finley 
3-32; Patrick-Daniels 2-26; Lamel 
Swanson 1-13; Tyson Timms 1-5; Blake 
Burdine 1-4.
Abilene: Jackson Howie 5-68; Bryson 
Perez 5-60; Bradford 7-52, 2 TD; Brelon 
Badon 3-12; Lara 1-8.
Interceptions
Aledo: Cooper Kohan 1.
Abilene: Upshaw 1, Tre Sharp 1.
Fumble recoveries
Abilene: Eduardo Rocha.
Tackles
Aledo: Jaden Allen 5.5, Chris Johnson 
4.5, 
Tackles for loss
Aledo: Decker Sanders 2, Kohan 1.5, 
Caden Atwood 1, Cooper Cyphers 1, 
Ben McElree 1, Carson Dempsey 0.5, 
Jaxon Richter 0.5.
Sacks
Aledo: Kohan 1.

“It shows that you had to go 
through some very tough games 
in district, you’re battle tested,” 
Jones said. “They had to beat some 
good teams just to get out of their 
district.”

The Bearcats competed in 
District 3-5A Division I. From 
there, Justin Northwest reached the 
third round, Ryan reached the sec-
ond round and Centennial lost in 
bidistrict. The overall district play-
off record is 7-3.

Offense/defense
Both teams can score a lot of 

points. Aledo is outscoring its 
opponents 50-17 this season, while 
Forney is outscoring theirs by a 
46-16 margin.

In the playoffs, Aledo has a 
48-23 scoring advantage per game, 
compared to Forney’s 44-28.

On the season, each team has 
topped the 40-point scoring margin 
11 times. Aledo reached 70 twice 
and 60 once, while Forney reached 
60 four times.

On the defensive side, Each team 
posted three shutouts and held five 
opponents to a touchdown or less.

Takeaways/turnovers
Typically, great success is con-

nected to an advantage in the 
takeaway/turnover aspect of the 
game. Not so with the Bearcats.

Aledo actually has a minus in 
that category. The Bearcats have 
surrendered the ball 18 times and 
have taken it away from opponents 
only 16 times.

The Jackrabbits, meanwhile, are 
plus 13 in the category.

However, as Aledo proved 
last week against Abilene, which 
entered the contest with a plus-28 
in the category, giving up the ball 
doesn’t mean an automatic score for 
the opponent. Aledo turned the ball 
over twice on interceptions and had 
a takeaway via an interception by 
Cooper Kohan.

The Bearcats scored after their 
takeaway and Abilene got no points 
off of their two takeaways.

“It’s a credit to our defense. Even 
though we don’t have 30 takeaways, 
our defense is getting those stops 
when we do turn it over,” Jones said.

Jones also credited his defense 
for coming through with big plays 
when it matters most. For exam-
ple, they held Abilene to 0-of-3 on 
fourth down and the Eagles were 
1-of-11 on third down.

“It’s making the stops at the 
right time,” he said. “You’ve got to 
make plays at the right time.”

Quick turnaround
It wasn’t that long ago that the 

Jackrabbits were among the worst 
teams around. From 2016 to 2020 
they were 11-38, including an 0-9 

record during the COVID-19 sea-
son of 2020.

When current coach Jeff 
Fleener took the helm in 2021, he 
inherited a team that was riding a 
15-game losing streak. They won 
their first game under him, 21-20 
over Whitehouse, and went on to 
go 7-4 and reach the playoffs.

They again went to the playoffs 
last season, finishing 7-4 again, 
before finding the success of this 
season.

Raider in college?
While he is best known for his 

play at linebacker, Davhon Keys 
makes no secret that he loves run-
ning the ball on short yardage plays 
and scoring touchdowns. With his 
three against Abilene he has 12 TD 
on the season, including seven in 
the playoffs.

"I get into that [Raider] and 
try to assess my defense. It's fun. 
I enjoy it," he said. "I've got great 
guys around me."

Keys has committed to play for 
LSU next season. When asked if he 
might get to run the ball in similar 
situations, he said with a smile, 
"Tentatively, they're thinking about 
it."

Semifinal success
This will be the 13th time since 

2009 the Bearcats are playing in 
a state semifinal game. They are 
11-1 in the previous dozen contests, 
going on to win state 10 times.

The lone time they did not 
win in the semifinals was in 2015, 
when they lost 42-21 to Mansfield 
Lake Ridge, which then lost the 
state championship game 56-0 to 
Richmond George Ranch.

That is the only time in the past 
14 seasons in which Aledo did not 
win state or was eliminated from 
the postseason by the team that 
went on to win state.

Unbeaten in Midlothian
Since Midlothian Multi-

Purpose Stadium opened in 2006, 
the Bearcats have had good success 
there, having yet to lose a game 
in the facility. This includes three 
notable playoff victories on their 
way to state championships.

In 2013, the season the Bearcats 
set a national record (which they 
still own) by becoming the only 
team at any level to score 1,000 
points in a season - with Jones 
as the offensive coordinator - they 
defeated Ennis 29-6 in the state 
semifinals. Surprisingly, the game 
was tied 0-0 at the half as each 
team had a long possession that 
took up most of each of the first two 
quarters.

In 2018 the Bearcats 
defeated Dallas South Oak 
Cliff 28-14 in the third 
round of the playoffs. The 
game featured a long light-
ning delay and South Oak 

Cliff officials wanted to go home 
and return the next day, while Aledo 
officials wanted to wait out the delay 
and return to play. Aledo prevailed 
and the game was played well into 
the night.

Last season in the third 
round, the Bearcats met an 
undefeated Midlothian team. 
Aledo trailed 21-14 going into 
the final quarter before rally-
ing to win 27-21.

Game at a glance
Aledo Bearcats (14-0) vs. 

Forney Jackrabbits (13-1).

What: Class 5A Division I state 
semifinal.

When/where: 7:30 p.m. Friday, 
Dec. 8, Midlothian Multi-
Purpose Stadium.

Returning starters: Aledo 7 
offense/5 defense, Forney 5 
offense/8 defense. 

Last week: Aledo defeated 
Abilene 56-21 for the Region 
I championship. Forney 
defeated Lancaster 43-41 
for the Region II title.

Last season: Aledo, 14-2, 5A 
Division I state champions. 
Forney 7-4, bidistrict.

Aledo offensive players to 
watch: WR Colton McCoy 
(17 catches, 341 yards, 2 TD, 
back strong in the playoffs 
after missing several games 
with injury and illness), RB 
Kaden Winkfield (415 yards, 
over 6 yards per carry, 5 
TD, depending on status 
of Guillory, could see more 
action), RB Hawk Patrick-
Daniels (579 rushing yards, 
almost 6 yards per carry, 10 
TD; 28 catches, 390 yards, 
3 TD receiving; a multiple 
threat and has kept the 
running game strong when 
Guillory is out).

Forney offensive players to 
watch: RB Javian Osborne 
(2,184 yards, 37 TD rushing, 
2 more receiving), QB Kyle 
Crawford (60% comple-
tions, 2,413 yards, 29 TD, 8 
int. Passing, 3 TD rushing), 
WR Kofi Edful (61 catches, 
936 yards, 12 TD).

Aledo defensive players to 
watch: LB Davhon Keys (95 
tackles, 16.5 for a loss, 4 
sacks, 3 int., one returned 
for TD, 2 fumble recoveries, 
nearing a second straight 
100-plus tackle season), 
CB Chris Johnson (35 of 38 
tackles have been solo, 2 
int., team leading 10 pass 
breakups), 

Forney defensive players to 
watch: LB Landry Hopkins 
(112 tackles, 8 for loss, 
2 fumble recoveries), LB 
Kelvion Riggins (82 tack-
les, 7 for loss, 5 sacks), CB 
Aaron Flowers (73 tackles, 
7 int.).
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Aledo JV girls basketball
Ladycats 57, Sanger 9
Aledo		  13	 17	 13	   14 - 57
Sanger		  5	 2	 0	     2 - 9
Aledo scoring: Karsyn Evans 17, Jaylee Owens 6, Mesoma 
Emeka-Okoye 6, Lily Heckathorn 6, Savanah Salas 6, 
Breleigh Mayer 4, Kaelee Berkley 4, Jenna Haeussler 2, 
Coral Slough 2, Kenneday Cardenas 2, Natalie Browning 
2.

Aledo freshmen girls  
basketball
Aledo 45, Sanger 11
Aledo		  19	 8	 9	   9 - 45
Sanger		  2	 3	 2	   4 - 11
Aledo scoring: Sarah Edwards 22, Autumn Gudel 12, 
Braylin Wiggins 3, Macie Laidley 2, Ashlynn Jenkins 2, 
Isla Revard 2, Ruby Tarrant 2.

AMS girls vs. Everman
Seventh-grade: A Team lost 44-19, B Team 
won 35-13, C Team won 34-4.

Eighth-grade: A Team won 25-23, B Team 
won 37-0. No C game was played because 
Everman was short some players.

AMS girls vs. Brewer
Seventh-grade: A Team won 23-21, B Team 
won 39-6, C Team won 37-7.

Eighth-grade: A Team won 34-8, B Team won 
26-12, C Team won 35-2.

the second stanza with Aledo 
leading 21-10 at the break.

Coming out of the locker 
room to start the second half, 
the Ladycats went back to 
work. For the third quarter 
in a row, they outpaced the 
Lady Yellowjackets, increas-
ing their lead to 37-16 with 
just eight minutes left in the 

game.
The host-

ing Lady 
Yellowjackets 
more than 
doubled their pro-
duction for the 
game in the fourth 
quarter, as they 

put up 18 points in the final eight 
minutes of action. However, it was 
too little, too late as Aledo went on 
to win by 14.

The Ladycats will return 
to action on Friday when they 
hit the road once again. They’ll 
travel to Brock where they will 
take on the Lady Eagles in the 
final matchup before the start of 
district play next week. 

Tipoff for Friday’s contest in 
Brock is slated for 6:15 p.m.

Ladycats vs. Cleburne 
– Dec. 5
Aledo	 15	 6	 16	 11	- 48
Cleburne	 6	 4	 6	 18	- 34
Aledo scoring: Elizabeth Griffin 12, Kinley Elms 
10, Natalie Anderson 7, Brooklyn Dempsey 7, 
Ella Isbell 6, Kate Jackson 4, August Carlone 2.

Ladycats vs. Lubbock 
Coronado – Dec. 2
Aledo	 9	 13	 17	 13 	- 52
Coronado	 9	 14	 15	 6 	- 44
Aledo scoring: Brooklyn Dempsey 14, Elizabeth 
Griffin 11, Kinley Elms 11, Ella Isbell 7, August 
Carlone 5, Kate Jackson 4.

Ladycats vs. Denton 
Ryan – Dec. 1 (Game 2)
Aledo	 12	 3	 9	 8 	- 32
Ryan	 11	 9	 17	 17 	- 54
Aledo scoring: Caroline Browning 10, Elizabeth 
Griffin 8, Ella Isbell 5, Kinley Elms 5, Brooklyn 
Dempsey 2, Brenna Clock 1, August Carlone 1.

Ladycats vs. Arlington 
Martin – Dec. 1 (Game 
1)
Aledo	 15	 14	 10	 8 	- 47
Martin	 9	 7	 8	 2 	- 26
Aledo scoring: Kinley Elms 10, Ella Isbell 9, 
Caroline Browning 9, Brooklyn Dempsey 7, 
Natalie Anderson 4, August Carlone 4, Elizabeth 
Griffin 4.

Ladycats vs. Burleson 
– Nov. 30 (Game 2)
Aledo	 13	 8	 16	 9 	- 46
Burleson	 14	 12	 7	 14 	- 47
Aledo scoring: Kinley Elms 15, Brooklyn 
Dempsey 10, Natalie Anderson 7, Ella Isbell 4, 
August Carlone 4, Elizabeth Griffin 3, Caroline 
Browning 3.

Ladycats vs. University 
– Nov. 30 (Game 1)
Aledo	 17	 14	 16	 13 	- 60
University	 3	 2	 10	 4	- 19
Aledo scoring: August Carlone 10, Caroline 
Browning 9, Ella Isbell 7, Brooklyn Dempsey 
7, Rebekah Jerrell 7, Brenna Clark 6, Elizabeth 
Griffin 5, Kinley Elms 4, Natalie Anderson 3, 
Kate Jackson 2.

points in the second quarter on 
Tuesday with six different players 
contributing to their tally. 

“We shot the ball well early on,” 
Robinson said. “That put us in a 
good spot being up 10 at 
the half. Really, just defen-
sively, we were really bad. 
That’s my fault. I’ve got to 
do a better job coming off 
the weekend. We played 
four games last weekend. I 
think we’re a little fatigued, 
but everybody is this time of year. 
We’ve got to be a lot tougher defen-
sively. That’s my biggest concern 
after tonight.”

While pleased with the way his 
team has performed as of late, 
especially at the offensive end of 
the floor, Robinson knows his team 
has some work to do before they 
encounter what lurks just around 
the corner with district play set to 
start on Dec. 19.

“Our guys are doing a good 
job of getting the ball inside, and 

knowing when and where to put 
the ball,” he stated. “We still got 
to get better at it, though. We’re 
going to play a lot better athletes 
than what we’ve played, even in 
the past couple of weekends. We’ve 
got to be more precise and decisive 
as to when and where we’re doing 
our post feeds inside, and when to 

attack.”

On the upside, the 
Bearcats will have ample 
opportunity to work on 
some of the areas of their 
game that need some 
refining before district 

play begins. Aledo will host the 
Aledo Moritz Classic starting on 
Thursday. The Bearcats open the 
tournament with their first game 
set to start at 11:30 am.

Bearcats vs. Springtown 
– Dec. 5
Aledo	 	 14	 21	 15	 13 	- 63

Springtown		 11	 14	 23	 13 	- 61

Aledo scoring: Jackson Todd 23, Jack Sawyer 
16, Owen Peterson 11, Joaquin Pacheco 9, Kaden 
LoBaugh 2, Brett Barclay 2.

BASKETBALL
from page 16

LADYCATS
from page 11

http://www.community-news.com/stories/ladycats-blast-sanger,66988
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Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C.
Michael Ball, D.D.S., P.L.L.C.

 Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101
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Read this 
story online

Moritz Chevrolet 
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817-696-2000
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Backing

Bearcats!

the  

LADYCAT 
OF THE WEEK

Kinley Elms 
Basketball

The junior led all Aledo scorers as the 
Ladycats went 3-2 over the past week-
end in the Burleson Tournament. She 
scored 45 points, including double digits 
in three games with a high of 15 in one.
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Colton McCoy 
Football

After battling injury and illness for much of 
the season and missing several games, the 
senior receiver had his best game of the post-
season and and his second best game overall 
in 2023. He caught three passes for 38 yards 
and a touchdown in a 56-21 win over Abilene 
in the Class 5A Division I Region I final.

ALEDO 
VS

ABILENE 
EAGLES

DEC. 1
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BOYS BASKETBALL

Pacheco’s clutch score leads Bearcats past Springtown
First home game in 
three weeks
By Ryan Wade
The Community News

After having not played on their 
home court in 21 days, Aledo went 
down to the wire with Springtown 
on Tuesday, Dec. 5, before Joaquin 
Pacheco took an inbound pass the 
length of the floor for the go-ahead 
score with just four seconds left on 
the clock. 

The Bearcats defense struggled 
all night, but managed to come up 
big when they needed it most, as 
the Porcupines came up empty at 
the final buzzer with Aledo pick-
ing up the 63-61 win.

For Aledo hoops head coach, JD 
Robinson, the disappointment in 
the Bearcats defensive performance 
weighed heavy even with the win.

“We lost track of our man sev-
eral times,” Robinson said during 
the postgame interview. “Our goal 
is to see man and ball at all times. 
There were several times where we 
lost one or the other. We were late 
rotating. That’s something we talk 
about all the time, is seeing man 
and ball.”

Aledo held a 10-point lead at 
halftime, but a tumultuous third 
quarter defensively provided 
Springtown with the opportunity to 
get back in the game. The Porcupines 
scored 23 points, while taking nine 
shots from the free-throw line, cut-
ting the Bearcat lead to just one 
possession, 50-48.

With Springtown reeling the 
Bearcats back in during the third 
quarter, the stage was set for a 

drama-filled finish as the fourth 
quarter got underway. A pair of 
buckets by Jack Sawyer at the 7:37 
mark, and the 4:12 mark gave the 
home team some breathing room 
with six points dividing the two 
teams and forcing Springtown to 
take a timeout.

Following the brief intermis-
sion, Dayne Thompson knocked 
down a three-pointer to cut the 
lead in half, keeping Springtown 
within striking distance, 55-52, 
with 3:57 remaining. In the ensu-
ing possession, Owen Peterson 
answered back with a three of his 
own to put the Bearcats back up 
by six, 58-52, with just over three 
minutes remaining.

The action stayed quiet as a 
minute’s worth of time trickled 
away on the game clock. With 2:01 
left, Braylon Easter hit Sprintown’s 
second trey ball of the fourth quar-
ter, once again slashing Aledo’s lead 
in half.

In the final two minutes, the 
combatants traded opportunities 
at the charity stripe with neither 
able to seize a notable advantage. 
However, a pair of trips to the line 
with under 30 seconds left in the 
contest for the Porcupines knotted 
the game up at 61-61 with just 11 
seconds left on the clock following a 
2-for-2 trip to the stripe for Easter.

Robinson called a timeout to 
talk his guys through the plan to 
end the game with one final bucket.

As action resumed Pacheco 
curled near the baseline at the 
far end of the floor to take the 
inbounds pass from Jackson Todd. 
From there he raced down the floor 

passing by multiple Porcupines 
with relative ease. As he reached 
the top of the key the Bearcats had 
a favorable 2-on-1 situation with 
Sawyer setting up shop near the 
low post. 

With the lone defender unable 
to leave his man fast enough, 
Pacheco glided towards the goal, 
laying the ball off the glass for 
an easy go-ahead bucket that put 
Aledo up 63-61 with four ticks left 
on the clock.

Springtown took the inbounds 
pass, raced down the floor where 
they were greeted by the Bearcats 
at half-court. Throwing up a des-
peration shot from well beyond 
the three-point line as time ran 

out, the ball found nothing but air 
as Aledo walked off the hardwood 
having successfully defended their 
home court.

Aledo jumped out to an early 
lead largely due to their ability to 
knock down long-range jumpers 
behind the arc. Todd and Owen 
Peterson both knocked down mul-
tiple three-pointers in the first 
half, including a buzzer-beater by 
Peterson that put the Bearcats up 
14-11 at the end of the first quarter.

One of the things Aledo does 
better this season than last, is 
getting everyone involved in the 
offense. The Bearcats posted 21 

WRESTLING

Aledo grapplers 
place at  
elite tourney
First of two home  
matches next Monday
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

The Aledo boys and girls wrestling 
teams competed in the Mike McCready 
Memorial Invitational at Colleyville 
Heritage this past weekend. Three Aledo 
wrestlers placed among the top six in 
their respective weight classes.

For the boys, Sam Belyeu placed 
fourth in the 165-pound division. 
Meanwhile, Brice Bohn took sixth in the 
113 category.

The girls were led by Ari Mathias, 
who placed fifth in the 138 category.

“It was a great tournament, and 
we got to see some solid competition,” 
Aledo coach Austin Stockon said. “Both 
teams competed well and are continuing 
to get better in each tournament. Come 
out next  Monday and support our var-
sity wrestlers as they compete at home 
starting at 5:30 p.m. in the AHS gym.”

The boys and girls are competing 
in the Eagle Mountain Saginaw ISD 
Invitational at Chisholm Trail High 
School Friday and Saturday. Monday, 
they will host their first home match of 
the season when they take on Benbrook 
and Carter Riverside in a tri-match.

After that, the Bearcats and Ladycats 
won’t be home again until Jan. 22 when 
they host Brewer on Senior Night. That 
will also be their final home match of 
the season as the district tournament is 
Feb. 1-2 in Vernon, followed by regionals 
and state.

RYAN WADE/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Joaquin Pacheco scores the game-winning basket with four seconds left 
in the game. Aledo defeated Springtown 63-61 on Tuesday, Dec. 5.

Turn to BASKETBALL, page 13
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CongratulationsCongratulations
CODY BRADFORD

From Bearcat to Bear to World Series Champion!From Bearcat to Bear to World Series Champion!
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