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ALEDO ISD

Board votes
to join lawsuit
against TEA

Joining more than
50 districts

By Ryan Wade

The Community News

Aledo ISD’s Board of Trustees
gathered bright and early on Monday
morning, Oct. 2, casting a unanimous
vote to join more than 50 districts
across the state of Texas in a lawsuit
against the Texas Education Agency.

The crux of the suit is around
the TEA’s accountability grading sys-
tem that gives each district a letter
grade between A-F, depending on
standardized test scores administered
by the state. In accordance with state
law, the TEA is supposed to advise
districts of the grading standards for
the upcoming school year prior to the
start of the academic year in August.

As of Oct. 2, the standards for the
2023-24 school year still have not
been presented to schools across the
Lone Star State.

“Essentially, the Texas Education
Agency is required to provide to school
districts across the state the standards
by which we will be measured in the
accountability system during the year
that’s being measured,” stated Aledo
ISD Superintendent, Dr. Susan Bohn.
“That did not happen. It did not hap-
pen for the 2022-2023 school year.
In fact, there are some things we still
don’t understand about how we will
be measured, and we've already start-
ed the 2023-24 year. That’s one issue
related to the violation of law”

Driving the wedge even deep-
er between school districts and the
state’s top education department is
the TEA’s intention to retroactively
apply the current standards to pre-
vious graduating seniors dating back
to the Class of 2022. Districts across
the state are concerned the TEA has
decided to raise standards without
informing administrators what the
target is they are to aim for, and
retroactively holding them to the
unknown standard, in a year when
school choice and vouchers are sig-
nificant points of discussion in Austin
as Governor Greg Abbott prepares to
call for a special session of the Texas
Legislature.

Secondarily, the lawsuit also seeks
to hold the TEA to new standards
of transparency as it relates to how
property tax dollars are dispersed.

“What continues to be challenging
about this discussion for people is,
just understanding school funding
isn’t like your city budget where as
your city grows, your funding grows,”
stated Trustee David Lear. “Your state
funding [for schools], is just a formu-
la set by the state at a point in time.
You get that number [of dollars] per
student year after year after year,
unless they change the basis of that
formula. You continue to see what
people pay for taxes. People know
they’re paying more into the system.
They don’t understand that doesn’t
flow to the schools unless they change
the formula.”

Turn to LAWSUIT, page A8

Serving Aledo - the Annettas -

Hudson Oaks - Willow Park, Texas

National Night Out

RYAN WADE/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Willow Park Police Department held National Night Out on Oct. 3. The community came out for food, fun, games, and music. Horses were there
from Layla Rose Ranch House Horse Rescue. Police cars and a firetruck where there and a youth tried out drunk driving glasses.

BAT SANCTUARY

Chance meeting led to
protecting bats

Sanctuary closing in
on three decades

By John English
The Community News

Editor’s note: This is the first in a
two-part sertes.

Amanda Lollar still remembers
the day in 1988 when she happened
upon an injured bat.

The Parker County woman was
well aware of the negative stereo-
types associated with the furry little
creatures, but when she looked at
her, alone, afraid and suffering, all
she felt was compassion and pity.

Scooping her up to begin the pro-
cess of nursing her back to health,
Lollar decided it was time to do a
little research of her own.

"At the time, people believed
some horrible things about bats, and
my heart went out to them," Lollar
said. "I did some research and got
educated, and eventually opened up
Bat World Sanctuary.”

Bat World Sanctuary opened
in 1994, and Lollar, 67, serves as
president.

The sanctuary is a worldwide res-
cue, whose Facebook page has more
than 300,000 followers, along with
a strong Instagram presence. It also
works with the Weatherford Parker
County Animal Shelter and local resi-
dents when they have issues with bats.

"We rescue bats that have been
confiscated from the cruel, exotic
pet trade, as well as zoos and from
research,’ Lollar said. "But we are
also a rehabilitation facility, where
we rescue bats from the wild - bats
that have been injured or orphaned
-- and then release them back into
the wild. We have a permanent sanc-
tuary as well, so that if an animal

Turn to BATS, page A8

BAT WORLD
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SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

An Egyptian fruit bat rescued from an exotic pet dealer

ICE HOUSE

Willow Park
restaurant
bar closes

Target of noise
complaints
Staff Report

The Community News

The Parker County Ice House,
located at 210 Willow Bend Cir. in
Willow Park, has closed, a report
in the Fort Worth Star-Telegram
noted Tuesday.

The restaurant had been the
subject of numerous noise com-
plaints from nearby residents
because of the several concerts
it hosted throughout the year,
particularly in the spring and
summer. Owners and company
officials met several times with
Willow Park city leaders and came
before citizens and the city council
a few times to address the issue.

The complaints had died down
greatly before its closure. Still, the
controversy also led to the City of
Willow Park adjusting its noise
ordinance.

The restaurant, one of three
owned by renowned Fort Worth
Chef Stefon Rishel and his Trident
Restaurant Group, opened in
September of 2021. The report
also stated that a sister Italian
restaurant, Tre Mogli in Fort
Worth’s South Main Village, also
announced its closing via social

media Monday.
[[[}
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Around
> Parker County

The Crossing Church
is hosting their 3rd annual
Pumpkin Palooza on Saturday,
October 21st from 4:00-7:30
PM. This event will be at The
Crossing Church in down-

town Aledo. The Pumpkin the whole family and everyone Night children’s Programs,
Palooza will have Hayrides, is invited to attend. men’s and women’s bible stud-
Hay Jumps, Hay Maze, ies and events, multiple small

Inflatable Obstacle Courses,
Food Trucks,
Cotton Candy, Face Painting,

Classic Cars,

Pumpkin Painting, Corn Pits,
lots of candy, and other fun
things to do.  Admission is
free with the exception of Food

Trucks. This is an event for

We would love to invite
you to come worship and

serve with us at The Crossing

Pumpkin Palooza

where “We Love God and
Love People”.

We have worship service
Sundays at 10:45am. Bible
Study at 9:30am. Wednesday

groups and much more. Visit
us at www.crossingaledo.com

for more information.

We go the
distance fo care
for your pet!

Grooming
Boarding
Heated &
Cooled

Indoor &
Outdoor
Runs

24 Hour
Attendant

AS YOU ARE

Sunday Mornings:
9:30am Small Group
10:65am Worship

THE
B CrOSSNG

Locofeq in Downtown Aledo
WwwuwJ.crossingaledo.com

Ring Leaders Kennel

817-565-3110 * DFWCountertopRepair.com Aledo 817-441-8071

A division of Marz Remodeling, LLC

COMMON REASONS
FOR HVAC FAILURE

Debris Around the Unit

Heatpumps require approximately 18-24” of breathing room.

MENTION
THIS/AD/AND
RECEIVE

Improper Installation
This can reduce efficiency by 30%.

SED®E

3/FREE Lack of Maintenance IS
PERSONAL e g YOUR PROVIDING EXCELLENT
TRAINING . SYSTEM SERVICE FOR THOSE
SESSIONS %‘.‘me"if Sizing READY OUTSIDE THE CITY LIMITS
° sTATE OF TH E ART syifcelxzfs%qzipment, THIS SEASON?
telfeotthe CALL TODAY!

- CLEAN, FRIENDLY,
COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT

* NO PRESSURE SALE

WEEKLY SERVICE:
! $40 PER MONTH

unit.

682-999-6062

Locally owned and

- NO JOINING FEE OR Heating & > operated since 2010
DOWN PAYMENT Air Conditioning =
i Mai.ntergrlge PIZHS'I&bI l\\‘\ Tivi GREEN:
Inancing uptions Availanle JW MECHANICAL 3 N
Veteran Owned & Family Operated SYSTEMS 817 344 84 64

Aledo Graduate - Class of ‘96 WWW.ATEXTRASH. COM

Vo

www.jwmechanicalsystems.com TACLA67709E
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Capital Highlights

Special session to begin on Oct. 9

&

AP D

-

Gary Borders

gborders@texaspress.com

Gov. Greg Abbott issued a
letter to legislative leaders indi-
cating a special session will begin
on Oct. 9 dealing with what he
has called “school choice” but is
more widely known as vouchers.

The Austin American-
Statesman reported Abbott has
threatened another special ses-
sion if lawmakers can’t come
to an agreement this month,
and then will take the issue to
voters by finding candidates
to run against those opposing
vouchers.

During the regular session,
a coalition of Democrats and
many rural House Republicans
blocked legislation concerning
vouchers that had easily passed
the Senate. Abbott has spent
much of this year traveling the
state encouraging parents and
pastors to advocate for school
choice.

“I will keep fighting every
step of the way until we have
school choice in the state of
Texas,” Abbott said.

Opponents of vouchers
say they would divert taxpay-
er money from public schools.
Many public school district
leaders say they already strug-
gle to balance their budgets and
retain teachers.

Delayed farm bill
passage worries
ag producers

One of the key bills delayed
by the wrangling in Congress
is the massive farm bill, which
is renewed every five years. The
Texas Tribune reports a tempo-
rary extension of the current bill
is expected to pass, however. The
farm bill is key to a host of pro-
grams, from crop insurance to
food access for low-income fam-
ilies through the Supplemental

Nutrition Assistance Program,
or SNAP.

“In a perfect world, we get a
farm bill this year. If we don’t,
though, let’s extend it. And let’s
not pass a farm bill just to say
we passed a farm bill,” Laramie

Adams, national legislative
director for the Texas Farm
Bureau, said. “We want to
make sure that the farm bill is
meaningful”

Since the last farm bill was
passed in 2018, farmers have
been affected by the COVID-
19 pandemic, Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine cutting world grain
shipments, and rising costs for
equipment and fuel. Meanwhile,
market prices for most agricul-
tural products remain stagnant.

“Asyou look at that and infla-
tion and adjusting for inflation,
from our perspective, we need
to look at strengthening crop
insurance,” Adams said. “And
that is not an easy task.”

Supreme Court to
decide on Paxton’s
back pay

After being acquitted in
his impeachment trial, Texas
Attorney General Ken Paxton
is seeking around $50,000 in
back pay. However, the state
comptroller’s office says the best
course of action is to let the
Texas Supreme Court decide,
the Austin American-Statesman
reported.

The comptroller’s office is
responsible for authorizing
payments, and Paxton’s pay
was withheld when he was
impeached and suspended from
office in late May by the Texas
House. Paxton was acquitted by
the Senate in September.

“Because we disagree with
your interpretation of the
Texas Constitution on this very
important issue, we encourage
you to file a writ of mandamus
with the Texas Supreme Court
for a definitive ruling,” read the
letter signed by Victoria North,
the comptroller’s gen-
eral counsel on fiscal
and agency affairs.

Meanwhile, four
ex-employees of Paxton
have asked the Texas

Supreme Court for permission
to move forward with a wrong-
ful termination suit against their
ex-boss since they still haven't
received their settlement money,
kut.org reported. The four had
reached a $3.3 million settle-
ment with Paxton in February,
but the Texas Legislature never
approved the settlement. They
are now seeking to move for-
ward with the lawsuit in Travis
County.

“After seven months and
after the positions taken at the
impeachment trial, there is no
reason to believe a final settle-
ment agreement is achievable at
this point,” Monday’s filing with
the court reads.

Anti-drag law ruled
unconstitutional

A federal judge last week
ruled a law restricting drag per-
formances in Texas violates free
speech and is unconstitutional,
the Texas Standard reported.
Senate Bill 12 banned sexually
oriented performances in the
presence of minors.

U.S. District Judge David
Hittner, appointed to the bench
by then-President Ronald
Reagan, said the law was overly
broad.

“Based on evidence and
testimony presented at the
hearing, the court finds there
is substantial likelihood that
SB 12 as drafted violated the
First Amendment of the United
States Constitution under one
or more of the legal theories
put forward by the plaintiffs,”
Hittner wrote in the temporary
restraining order.

The state is expected to
appeal.

Nearly 900,000
Texans lose Medicaid
benefits

After federal regulations
enacted during the pandemic
banned states from removing
people from Medicaid
were lifted in April, near-
ly 900,000 Texans have
lost those benefits, with
many also having their

Turn to SESSION, page A5

GuestColumn

Biden’s Border Crisis

By Congressman Roger Williams

roger.williams@mail.house.gov

From day one of the Biden
Administration, Texans have
watched helplessly as our
once-secure nation and thriv-
ing communities fall victim to
Biden’s failed policies at our
southern border. In Joe Biden’s
America, every state is a bor-
der state, meaning no family or
small business is shielded from
the effects open borders have on
our nation. Whether you live in
Eagle Pass, Texas or New York
City, the crisis at our southern
border affects you.

It’s no secret that Biden’s fail-
ures have emboldened human
traffickers, gang members, and
terrorists to cross into our coun-
try, many evading detection or,
if caught, released only to disap-
pear without a trace. More than
7.2 million illegal immigrants
have crossed the border since
Biden took office, bringing with
them enough fentanyl to kill
more than five billion people,

making it the new leading cause
of death for Americans ages 18
to 45 and devastating commu-
nities in my district, Texas, and
across the country.

Biden’s response? He has
only visited the border once,
and in his first 100 days he
signed more than 94 executive
actions opening our borders
even further, including halting
construction of the border wall
and ending Trump’s success-
ful “Remain in Mexico” policy.
It should come as no surprise
that Biden, who campaigned on
open borders and free health-
care for illegal migrants, would
take action to make it easier for
them to exploit the asylum pro-
cess and break our nation’s laws,
yet he refuses to take account-
ability and put the safety and
well-being of Americans first.

The numbers don’t lie.
President Biden and
Secretary  Mayorkas
have misled Congress
and ignored the
American people. This
historic crisis is fueled
by reckless policies and
complete  disregard
for our sovereignty, national
security, and the safety of our
communities.

In Congress, I am fighting
each day to secure our nation.

I have introduced legislation
to restore President Trump’s
Remain in Mexico policy and
was a leader in the passage of
the Secure the Border Act in
the House of Representatives,
which would restart construc-
tion of the border wall, increase
hiring of border patrol agents,
protect children from human
trafficking, and end dangerous
catch and release.

I am also proud to have
joined my Republican col-
leagues from Texas on an
amicus brief highlighting that
the federal government does not
have jurisdiction to regulate the
recently installed buoy system
at Texas’ southern border. Being
on the frontlines, Texans have
faced the brunt of this disaster
and cannot afford to wait on the
Biden Administration to take
this invasion seriously.

Placing the enormous
burden of defending our
nation’s borders sole-
ly on any one state is
unacceptable. Congress
must take action to do
what the President will
not and put America first
and secure our nation!

Roger Williams is a U.S.
Congressman serving the 25th
District of Texas, which includes
portions of Parker County.

Idle American

A Man
Who Got
It Right

Dr. Don Newbury

newbury@speakerdoc.com

Mention the name Walter R.
Chambers to families with long
connection to the tiny Coleman
County community of Burkett, TX,
and a hush of funereal proportions
is immediately evident.

Mr. Chambers’ views on all
issues--school, sports, communi-
ty and otherwise--carried the day.
Respected as much as any educator
of his era, he is most remembered
for the boys’ basketball teams he
coached during his entire career.

Oh, he was superintendent,
taught three math classes and was
a community leader. He was there
when the school opened in 1920
and wept with others when dwin-
dling enrollment led to closure in
1957.

During the school’s 37 years,
306 students graduated. Typically,
there were about a dozen boys in
high school, but they scheduled
teams from Texas’ largest schools,
usually emerging victorious. They
won three-fourths of their games.

In the early years, the school
didn’t even have a bus. “We were
used to car rides to out-of-town
games,” remembers Dick Koenig,
a 1954 graduate who has remained
in the community as a third-gener-
ation farmer.

Pat DeBusk, now a retired
industrial cleaning profession-
al in Houston, was on the final
team, finishing his last two years
of high school in Coleman. He and
Koenig--first cousins--are the only
remaining members of Chambers-
coached teams.

When the school opened,
Burkett’s “sports facility” was an
outdoor dirt basketball court.
Interest grew, and soon all boys
in high school--with one or two
exceptions—went out for basket-
ball every year. Chambers also
coached girls’ teams when they
had enough players. Soon Coach
Chambers and his teams were the
talk of the community.

Later, the Bluehawks played
indoors, thanks to an abandoned
old building in town. The owner
didn’t charge rent, but kept the
gate receipts. In 1936, voters
approved a $22,000 bond issue
for classrooms--and a gymnasium
seating 200 fans.

That a school bond would pass
by a vote of 44-4 says all one
needs to know about the respect
Mr. Chambers merited and
maintained.

To say that he was a disci-
plinarian would be a serious
understatement. “We knew he had
a big board paddle, but we never
saw it used,” Koenig said. “All of us
respected him too much to cause
him disappointment.”

The “survivors” don’t remember
any players ever getting technical
fouls. And they are certain that
Chambers never got one.

The discipline and hard work
paid off with three trips to the state
tournament, including the final
year of 1957. Leader of that team
was Chambers’ grandson, who also
was valedictorian....

Chambers’ two sons also played,
and all of his kin were leading
scorers.

Koenig and DeBusk agreed that
no one ever criticized the coach for
anything.

Turn to RIGHT, page A5
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Trinity Christian Academy Homecoming

Trinity Christian
Academy celebrated
homecoming on Friday,
Sept.22,honoring Seniors
Wilson Winchester and
Caroline Thompson as
Mr. and Ms. TCA. The
Homecoming Court con-
sisted of six seniors, two
juniors, two sophomores,
and two freshmen.

Dy
Read this
story online

PHOTOS BY RYAN WADE/
THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Mr. and Ms. TCA.

Senior Gracee Whiteaker is shown with her
father, Jesse Whiteaker.

Senior Jackson Sykes is shown with his moth-
er, Kelley Sykes.

Senior McKenna Sims is shown with her
father, Bill Sims.

Senior Landry Crumpler is shown with his
mother, Rachele Crumpler.

Seniors Wilson Winchester and Caroline Thompson were named

Sophomore Weston Windes is shown with his
mother, Monica Windes.

Sophomore Berlynn Kaznowski is shown with
her father, Troy Kaznowski.

Ms. TCA 2023 Caroline Thompson is shown with
TCA graduate and 2022 Ms. TCA Libby Tovar.

Senior Wilson Winchester is shown with his
mother, Tara Winchester.

Senior Caroline Thompson is shown with her
father, Bert Thompson.

e U g

Junior Will Saadeh is shown with his mother,
Elizabeth Saadeh.

Junior Avery Tiwater is shown with her father,
David Tiwater.

Freshman Emma Saadeh is shown with her
father, Rich Saadeh.

Freshman Pearson Kuykendal is shown with
his mother, Courtney Kuykendal.

Proud to
Support the Aledo
Bearcats
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Remarkably, he was able to
keep everybody happy on all
matters.

“Burkett would have made it
to state a few more times except
for the star player over at Avoca,”
DeBusk remembers. The nem-
esis was Max Williams--later
a basketball star at Southern
Methodist University. He wound
up his basketball associa-
tion as general manager of the
Dallas Chaparrals. The Chaps,
members of the old American
Basketball Association, moved
to San Antonio, later to become
the San Antonio Spurs of the
National Basketball Association.

An aside: Details of Williams’
fascinating life in sports and oil
exploration are included in a
wonderful new book, The Last
Shot, the final biography by the
late and inimitable author, Caleb
Pirtle III.

Small world observation: Mr.
Chambers and Max Williams
were cousins!

The late Fred Sanner, Abilene
Reporter-News sports editor,
called Chambers “the dean of
Texas High School Basketball
Coaches.” High praise from a
sportswriter who “called ‘em the

way he saw ‘em.”

By all
accounts,
Chambers
deserved every
accolade. DeBusk
summed it up
well.  “Players

learned the game from Coach
Chambers, who taught life,
honor and dignity first. To all
who knew him, it was the ‘gospel
according to Chambers”

A stroke claimed the beloved

educator in 1975 at age 80.....

Dr. Newbury, longtime university
president, continues his regimen
of writing and speaking. Contact:
817-447-3872. Email: newbury@
speakerdoc.com . Facebook: Don
Newbury

SNAP benefits delayed, the Texas
Tribune reported. The state has
been rechecking the eligibility of
every person in the program, and
the logjam has resulted in hun-
dreds of thousands losing their
healthcare coverage, largely due to
procedural errors.

Those most affected are chil-
dren, women who recently gave
birth, and disabled adults.

“Every parent worries about
their child getting hurt or seriously
ill,” Michelle Castillo, deputy direc-
tor for the nonprofit Children’s
Defense Fund, said at a news con-
ference. “That fear is magnified
when your child’s Medicaid case is
in limbo.”

Eligibility for SNAP benefits
have also been slowed, with the
waiting period now 100 days in
Texas. The federal standard is 30
days.

Texas leads nation in
oil-industry deaths

Texas is well known as the
nation’s largest oil producer. It
also leads the nation in deaths
related to oil and gas extraction,
according to a report in the Texas
Standard. Between 2014 through
2019, there were 460 deaths in the
industry nationwide, and 219 of
the fatalities occurred in Texas —
nearly half. That’s according to a
recent report from the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.

“Our goal is to have zero safe-
ty incidents, and we work toward
that every day, but work in our
industry is challenging and can be
dangerous if proper safety proto-
cols are not followed,” said Stephen
Robertson of the Permian Basin
Petroleum Association.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-win-
ning Texas journalist. He published
a number of community newspa-
pers in Texas during a 30-year span,
including in Longuview, Fort Stockton,
Nacogdoches, Lufkin and Cedar Park.
Email: gborders@texaspress.com.

Dear Aledo ISD Community,

The Aledo ISD Board of Trustees
took the second of two import-
ant actions in the last two weeks
on Monday regarding the Texas
legislature and fighting for Texas
public schools. We believe this is
very important for our community
to know and to follow along with as
the Texas Legislature will be meet-
ing in a special session beginning
October 9 that will likely be focused
on public schools and could have a
significant impact on Aledo ISD.

During a special called meeting
on Monday, the Board of Trustees
unanimously voted to join a law-
suit with more than 100 districts
statewide over TEA ratings, and
on September 19, we unanimously
passed a resolution against taxpay-
er-funded private school vouchers.

The lawsuit, filed initially by
Kingsville ISD, is in response to
the TEA substantially changing the
accountability rating system, mak-
ing the 2023 ratings based on a
different set of rules than the 2022
ratings. The measures and methods
used to rate school districts has yet
to be finalized and therefore wasn’t
- and still hasn’t been - provided
to school districts before
the 2022-2023 school
year, which is a violation
of state law. In addition,
state law requires the
Texas Commissioner of

Education to release state account-
ability ratings for districts and
schools by August 15 of each year,
which did not occur.

The TEA was set to release the
2023 ratings on September 28 but
announced on September 12 that
they would delay their release “to
conduct further analyses of the
growth data” and make adjust-
ments as necessary. Aledo ISD and
districts across the state may see
their ratings significantly change
this year despite seeing growth in
student results.

“In my eyes, what the TEA is
doing is misrepresenting the per-
formance of our students and
the work of our teachers,” Board
President Forrest Collins said.
“While this is a specific lawsuit
targeting [accountability], for me
it’s about so much more [includ-
ing] the loss of control we have
over our independent school dis-
trict because the state is taking
that control. To me, it’s enough is
enough. We have had enough.”

We made it clear on Monday
that our district and staff as well
as the Aledo ISD community hold
very high standards for how Aledo
schools serve children. That’s what
we call Growing Greatness.

Jennifer Taylor said at the meet-
ing, “We don’t shy away from high
standards and we're not scared to
raise the bar on our students and
how they perform,” she said. “That
is how we're growing greatness here
in this district. What we don’t
do is expect our children to
perform to an invisible stan-
dard, one that doesn't exist
yet, and we don’t want to do
that to our teachers either.”

During the September 19 regu-
lar board meeting, Trustees passed
a resolution against taxpayer-fund-
ed private school vouchers. In the
resolution, we point out as reasons
we are against vouchers:
¢ Private schools are not required

to meet the same academic
standards as public schools, and
they do not report test results,
graduation rates and other
performance measures to the
public.

* Education savings accounts and
other voucher schemes elim-
inate public accountability of
schools and tax dollars.

» Texas parents who accept a
voucher would lose out on a
long list of important paren-
tal rights outlined in the Texas
Education Code and in federal
law, especially protections for
students receiving special edu-
cation services.

Diverting funds away from an
already-underfunded Texas public
school system into a voucher system
will have a ripple effect on our Aledo
schools in many ways. We urge you to
stay aware as the work of lawmakers
in this special session unfolds.

We have been and will continue
to advocate for our school children
and staff in Aledo ISD. We hope you
will join us in making sure that we all
have the ability to continue growing
greatness in this community.

All in,

Forrest Collins, Board President
Jessica Brown, Board Vice President
David Lear, Board Secretary
Jennifer Loftin, Trustee

Jennifer Taylor, Trustee

Zach Tarrant, Trustee

Hoyt Harris, Trustee

LETTERS POLICY

The Community News welcomes letters from readers on topics of local interest. Letters should be signed
and should be limited to approximately 300 words. Please include a telephone number or other contact

information so the identity of the letter writer can be verified. Send letters to The Community News, P.O.
Box 1031, Aledo, TX 76008 or e-mail to news@community-news.com.

Churches

Sundays
Bible Study 8:30 AM
Service 10:00 AM

PCCC

Papkrr County Cowpoy CHURCH

817-901-9455
5050 S Hwy 5
Aledo, TX
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)\ The Willow Park
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Old Weatherford Rd

FM 1187

CATHOLIC PARISH

16250 Old Weatherford Road

Aledo, Texas

For current Mass Times visit our website at:

www.HolyRedeemerAledo.org

For more information contact the Parish Office at 817-441-3500

Church of
Christ

721 Ranch House Road

Sunday Worship Assembly — 10:30 am

www.thewillowparkchurchofchrist.com
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united methodist church

your church since 1878

Sundays

Contemporary Service 2am
Traditional Service 11am
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9:30am Small Group
10:65am Worship
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Aledo UMC Lord’s Acre
Fall Festival

Join this fun annual event
from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.on
Saturday, October 7, at
Aledo United Methodist @
100 Pecan St in Aledo, Tx
for a day full of fun, ven-
dors, food, a Kid's Zone, a
Country Kitchen, Silent &
Live Auction, and more!

Monster Bash

The Monster Bash will be
Friday, October 2 from 7

- 10 p.m. at Heritage Park
Amphitheaater. Check into
the Experience Weatherford
trailer to enter the costume
contest for a chance to win
a prize! Costume contest
categories are: ages 0-6,
7-14,15+ and couples/
family. Pictures of the top
entries of each category
will be posted on Facebook
to be voted on the follow-
ing week. Also, we are so
excited to announce that
the Haunted Hayride will
be returning! Who knows
what creatures are waiting
to meet you. This event is
free to attend! Stay tuned
for more spooktacular
updates!!!

L
ZEB 7oy
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HELP US TURN A BALL INM'DREA

WE ARE DRIVING FOR THE WORLDII

OCTOBERS

Zeb Strong 8th Annual
Memorial Golf Tournament
Fore the Dream

Help us turn a ball into a
dream, we are driving for
the world! The tourna-
ment will be held Monday,
October 9 at Spilit Rail
Links & Golf Club 2151

Old Anetta Rd. Aledo, TX.
Registration is at 9 am,
start 11 a.m., dinner/raffle
4:30 p.m.For more details
visit zebstrong.com

OCTOBER 12

Alzheimer’s Support
Group

Jim Audet will speak on
“Benefits of Planning Your
Care as You Get Older” for
the Alzheimer’s Support
Group which will meet.

on Thursday, Oct. 12 from
1- 3 p.m. at Aledo United
Methodist Church, 100
Pecan Drive in Aledo. For
more information, call 817-
441-8329.

Paper Shredding Event
Paper Shredding Event
sponsored by the Aledo
Community Lions Club

on Saturday, October 14
from 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. It will
be held in the Aledo First
Financial Bank parking lot.

OCTOBER21

ALEDO-FEST

will be on Saturday,
October 21, from1-5 p.m.
at Aledo High School’s
south parking lots

This year’s event will fea-
ture live music from Texas
High Road, and many
activities for kids of all
ages! Meet your local busi-

TEXAS HIGH
ROAD

nesses at the many ven-
dor booths, do some gift
shopping and early holiday
finds, and get a little some-
thing for yourself! Come
hungry for a variety of food
trucks on-site for good
eats & autumn treats!

For questions or more
information, please con-
tact Deana McMullen, City
Secretary, at City Hall:
817-441-7016, or cell/text:
817-829-4024, email, or
visit Aledo City Hall, http:/
www.aledotx.gov

NTY Cowgy,

5050 FM 5 - #

FALL FESTIVAL ~*
OCTOBER 215T

at

OCTOBER21

PCCC Fall Festical
Parker County Cowboy
Church will have their

Fall Festival on Saturday,
October 1 from 5 - 8 p.m.
Come for family fun and
fellowship. Games, food,
cake walk and trunk-or-
treat. For more information
go to pccowboychurch.org
or follow on Facebook.

October 22, 2023
Split Rail Links & Golf Club

Shot Gun Start 1:00pm
Lunch Provided

OCTOBER22

20th Annual Ladycat/
Bearcat Golf Tournament
Aledo Athletic Booster
Club-Golf will hold the
20th Annual Ladycat/
Bearcat Golf Fundraiser
on Sunday, October 22 at
Split Rail Links & Golf Club.
Lunch will be provided at
11:30 a.m. witha 1l p.m.
shotgun start.

The cost is $600 per team
with Hole in 1 prizes avail-
able and cash prizes for
the top 3 teams.

For details contact Dalia
Smith 817-675-0404 or
email daliasguard-aledo@
yahoo.com.

ACROSS 48 shoulder raises to

TEXAS

1 TXism: “he’s _ ____ express doubt
not to mess with” 49 longest U.S. Speaker,
CROSSWORD
5 not any 50 “____ Carter Museum
6 °__aTexan, of American Art” by Charley & Guy Orbison
always a Texan” 51 works hard Copyright 2023 by Orbison Bros.
7 TXism: “spun a yarn” 52 Brenham’s Blue Bell _—
8 evangelical semi- makes ___ cream

nary in Dallas (abbr.) 53 Branch Davidians that

TXism: “inthe ____ were near Waco, e.g.

of luxury” (rich) Victoria TV station

12 1961 hurricane
that was the most
destructive in Texas

17 decomposing

19 TXism: “she’s got _

©

as big as
Texas” (kind) 56 “
21 TXism: “scarce as a living”
grass _ 57 ___ -of-war
hog trough” 58 where you can

22 “pretty” in Mexico get a massage
23 TXism: “as pitiful

child” DOWN 52 53 P-1656

“leakyas __ 14 city in Nevada or 54 55

28 this outlaw Jim
married Belle Starr ina Texas

-

in Texas in 1866 junker” 15 ___ -back (relaxed) 56 38 Texas poet, Shihab
29 fishin’ poles 2 newspaper in 16 “Houston Museum Nye
30 currency of Gambia Naples, Texas of Fine___” 57 39 an area containing
31 Texas golfer Bob 3 forefather 18 votin’ day little moisture

who won 1994 4 ___ ville, Texas 20 TX Horton Foote 58 40 fully grown

Texas Open 9 TXism: “hook, got Oscar for 1962 41 hangs down

35 TXism: “she can and sinker” (all)
_ blue streak” 10 TXism: “he has

screenplay of “__
Kill a Mockingbird”

43 Jerry Jones left

32 “yes” in Mexico this state for TX

36 TX Gene Watson shortarms ___ 23 commercial on 33 Davy Crockett’s 45 TX Nat who sang
sang “Raisin’ - television, e.g. home state (abbr.) “Sweet Thang” (init.)
” (cheapskate) 24 admissions test for 34 actress in Texas 47 TXism: “she has to

42 TXism: “happy asa 11 Frisco is headquar- a Texas college epic “Giant” (init.) __ona

kid on _ ters of this golf org. 25 expression of grief 36 an ironclad during mirror to fix her
44 family car that’s 12 taxi 26 chef, cobb and taco the Civil War: hair” (homely)
not a SUV 13 TXism: “itcanfloat 27 JFK:“___ _ “___ Virginia” 48 LBJ alma mater,

what your country
can do foryou ..."

now TXST
55 Oldham County seat

46 they keep doors _
away from walls (strong coffee)

37 Claudia ___ “Lady
Bird” Johnson

RANCH HOUSE PROFESSIONAL BUILDING
ALEDO FAMILY EYE CARE

MARCUS GLEATON, OD
Suite 1000 - (817) 441-0010

A MEMBER OF %ﬁ&u Source:
visionsource-aledofamilyeyecare.com

PROTECT YOUR WORLD

AUTO e HOME e LIFE  RETIREMENT

Dale Mares, AAMS
817-441-5061
126 S. Ranch house Rd., #600

Aledo

-0 )\

Alistate.

You're in good hands.

Auto Home Life Retirement

Insurance and discounts subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co., Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance

Co. Life insurance offered through Allstate Life Ins. Co. & Allstate Assurance Co. Northbrook, IL; and American Heritage Life Insurance Co., &
Jacksonville, FL. Securities offered by Personal Financial Representatives through Allstate Financial Services, LLC (LSA Securities in LA and PA).
Registered Broker-Dealer. Member FINRA, SIPC. Main Office: 2920 South 84th Street, Lincoln, NE 68506. (877) 525-5727. © 2018 Allstate Insurance Co.

Mark A. McAdams, DDS

Suite 800 » (817) 441-8003

CATLIN, LILLARD & CO. PC (_:;'

CPA

Trusted since 1977

Tax, Assurance,
Consulting,
Business Advisors

S. Brian Catlin, CPA Ralph Lillard, CPA
Suite 1200 - (817) 441-2600 - clc-cpa.com

126 RANCH HOUSE ROAD

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
CITY OF WILLOW PARK
WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT IMPROVEMENTS RE-BID

Separate sealed bids for the Wastewater Treatment Plant Improvements Re-Bid project will be received
by the City of Willow Park until 3:00 PM on October 26, 2023, at Willow Park City Hall, 120 EI Chico Trail,
Suite A, Willow Park, Texas 76087, and then at said location publicly opened and read aloud. The project
consists of furnishing and constructing a new 0.75 MGD wastewater treatment plant and all associated
appurtenances as shown on the plans and specifications.

The Contract Documents, consisting of Advertisement for Bids, Information for Bidders, Bid Proposal,
Bid Bond, Contract, Performance and Payment Bonds, General Conditions, Notice of Award, Notice to
Proceed, Plans, Specifications, Addenda (if any) and Project Contracting and Compliance Provisions may
be examined at the following location:

JACOB & MARTIN, LLC; 1925 Fort Worth Highway, Weatherford, Texas 76086

Bids will not be received from contractors who have not obtained original plans and specifications from
Jacob & Martin, LLC. Contractor shall submit only the required contract documents with their bid.

A non-mandatory Pre-Bid Conference will be held at the Willow Park City Hall, 120 EI Chico Trail, Suite

A, Willow Park, Texas 76087, at 10:00 AM on October 19, 2023, to discuss the scope of the project and
answer any questions prospective bidders may have concerning specifics of the project. The Contractor or
his designated representative may attend.

The Owner reserves the right to waive any informalities and to reject any or all bids, and to accept the bid
they consider most advantageous to the Owner. Bids may be held by the Owner for a period not to exceed
sixty (60) days from the date of bid opening for the purpose of reviewing the bids and investigating the
qualifications of Bidders prior to awarding of the contract. Award of the contract will be made as a whole
to one Bidder. The contract shall be awarded to the lowest responsive, responsible bidder.

Small and minority firms are encouraged to submit bids for this project.

Copies of the Contract Documents must be ordered online at www.jacobmartin.com. Orders for
Contract Documents may include hard copies for pick up, mail out or digital download via www.jacobmar-
tin.com. Upon verification of online payment, hard copies may be picked up at Jacob & Martin, LLC,
located at 1925 Fort Worth Highway, Weatherford, Texas 76086. Cost for hard copies of the Contract
Documents will be $100.00 for 11 x 17 plans, and digital download of Contract Documents will be

$0.00. Contractors must purchase a set of Contract Documents to be considered a registered plan holder
eligible to bid the project.

A certified check or bank draft, payable to the order of City of Willow Park, negotiable U.S. Government
bonds (at par value) or a satisfactory Bid Bond executed by the Bidder and an acceptable surety in an
amount equal to five percent (5%) of the total bid (Water Code 17.183) shall be submitted with each bid.
The Contractor shall utilize a surety company which is authorized to do business in Texas in accordance
with Surety Bonds and Related Instruments, Chapter 3503 of the Insurance Code.

This contract is contingent upon release of funds from the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB).

This contract is to be funded through a loan obtained from the Texas Water Development Board as part of
the Clean Water State Revolving Fund. There are a number of special provisions for this funding that bid-
ders, by submitting a bid, acknowledge understanding, including the following: Any contract or contracts
awarded under this Invitation for bid (IFB) are expected to be funded in part by financial assistance from
the TWDB. Neither the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) or the State of Texas, nor any of its
departments, agencies, or employees, are or will be a party to this IFB, or any resulting contract.

Any contract(s) awarded under this Invitation for Bids is/are subject to the American Iron and Steel (AIS)
requirements of Section 608 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. § 1388).

The party to whom the contract is awarded shall be required to furnish performance and payment bonds for
100% of the contract price, from a surety company holding a permit from the State of Texas to act as surety.

Equal Opportunity in Employment - All qualified Applicants will receive consideration for employment with-
out regard to race, color, religion, sex (including pregnancy), sexual orientation, gender identity, national
origin, age (40 or older), disability, or genetic information. Bidders on this work will be required to comply
with the Department of Labor regulations at 41 CFR Part 60-4, relating to Construction Contractors--
Affirmative Action Requirements, which include the President’s Executive Order No. 11246, as amended
by Executive Order No. 11375 and Executive Order No. 13672, in the award and administration of con-
tracts awarded under TWDB financial assistance agreements. Failure by the Contractor to carry out these
requirements is a material breach, which may result in the termination of the awarded financial assistance.

Davis-Bacon prevailing wage rates are applicable. All laborers and mechanics working on the work site
and employed by contractors and subcontractors on projects funded directly by or assisted in whole or in
part by and through the Clean Water State Revolving Fund or Drinking Water State Revolving Fund shall be
paid wages as described in the section, Mandatory Davis-Bacon Act Contract Conditions.

Davis-Bacon prevailing wage requirements apply to the construction, alteration or repair of treatment works car-
ried out, in whole or in part, with assistance made available by the Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF)
or a construction project financed, in whole or in part, from the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF).

Any contracts in excess of $2,000 for construction, alteration, or repair (including painting and decorating)
and funded under the Clean Water State Revolving Fund and Drinking Water State Revolving Fund programs
shall include the mandatory Davis-Bacon Act Contract Conditions.

Any contracts or subcontracts in excess of $2,000 must include the provisions of the Davis-Bacon Wage
Rate Requirements found in TWDB Guidance No. DB-0156. Compliance with Davis-Bacon Act and related
acts and requirements apply to this project. The requirements for bidders and contractors under this order
are explained in the specifications.

For prime contracts in excess of $100,000, Contractors and Subcontractors must also, under the provisions
of the Contract Work Hours and Safety Standards Act, as amended, pay laborers and mechanics, including
guards and watchmen, at least one and one-half times their regular rate of pay for all hours worked over 40 in
a workweek. The Fair Labor Standards Act may also apply to Davis-Bacon covered contracts.
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Funnyg Flyers

It’s a bird! It’s a plane! It’s a squirrel???

ow do some squirrels fly? They don’t
have wings like birds.

Squirrel Flight Plan

Flying squirrels use their tails to change
direction and even move up and down.
They turn and dive like stunt pilots
and even turn somersaults! Using
their tails as brakes, they land
feet first and sink their sharp
claws into the bark of a tree.

The flying squirrel has a flap of skin
that stretches from its front legs to its
hind legs. When it stretches out its
legs, these skin flaps form “wings.”
The squirrel uses these to glide
from tree to tree.

Standards Link: Life Science: Animals
have external features that help them
thrive in different kinds of places.

After landing in a tree,
they climb up higher in
the tree and look around
for the next landing.

THE AWARD-WINNING PRINT & ONLINE FAMILY FEATURE

@Qmmm #%Q%ﬁ%*i@*%ﬁ%#ﬁ?

Adaptations in physical
structure improve an

Use the letters on the
acorns to make new words
as you climb the trees.

High-Flying Facts

Use the code to learn some amazing

facts about the flying squirrel. 1G C_NE _AME {\23
Flying squirrels can glide as far as /2 pr )

feet ( o [ meters). D_G CA_E

Flying squirrels live in the forests of —0G —AGE

Asia, Europe and North America. Most

of them grow to be Y to ¢\ inches L 0 G PAGE

long (D - 4D centimeters).

Some Asian flying squirrels grow to be
more than 4= feet long (¢ meter)!

SECRET CODE:

XA4S E14°R D1 ¢
01234567809

MomiSayesithelDay ! RELDkh Pk REE LRE o

ne day, when a She then higher
squirrel came back to the and sailed with her baby 86

altn &

Standards Link: Word Analysis/Phonemic Awareness: Distinguish sounds in words.

How many leaves can you count on this page?

%

Long
Leaps!

Use the columns in

her four hairless babies from
the nest. She knew she would

cozy hole in the oak tree where  have to act fast! feet across the river. She the newspaper as
her little babies were , the baby up to guides to cut out
she saw a frightening sight. Not a moment, she a hole in another tree. She did long strips of
A lumberjack was in the tree, climbed the tree, then up the this again and again until all paper. Measure
a limb off. In man’s pant leg and grasped of her babies were safe. your newspaper

strips and line them
up to show the
number of feet (or
meters) a flying
squirrel can glide.

Standards Link:
Measurement: Use
standard and non-standard

one of her babies in her mouth.

Find where each word belongs in this story.

horror, she watched him pull

Standards Link: Life Science:

animal’s chance for survival.

Standards Link: Life Science: Describe similarities and differences in the behavior of animals. units to measure.

Kid Scoop Puzzler % .22 [poubtey . uie Word Search

FLYING Find the words in the puzzle.
B @ e e @ @ How many of them can you
TREE find on this page?
@ EAT
Flying Squirrel Feast AMAZING |RORROHSKIN
The flying squirrels are having a feast, but GRASPED S UDEZPSARGS
which foods will they eat? Start with the letter
@ in the square and read every other letter in the SAILED R EVIRGMSNA
border to find out what foods flying squirrels CLIMB EYZHNIJITWTI I
@ like to munch. Then circle those foods. DIVE
EATTIGBTCAZL
O CLAWS
@ HORROR RKYVMDATLAE
SINK TLWIUPSTITOCMD
@ Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple RIVER F Z L KNI SV AR
written directions.
COUNT BCOUNTDREA
02620 K| -
ACT b epipetben et S pes i

FROM THE g0 LESSON LISRARY
Talking Plcures

Cut out pictures from the newspaper and
paste them on paper. Write words for the
people, animals or objects in the pictures to
say. Draw “talking bubbles” around the
words to create comics.

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Answer questions
about information found in the text.

Wmmmgﬁga

elephantitojtliieitop!
e ofjanfoakitree?s

's1eaA (0G JIeM puR UI0D. UB UO puels Wiy aAeH :HIMSNY

Proof It 22

Areyou an eagle-eyed reader? Read the
paragraphs below and circle the seven errors you
find. Then rewrite the paragraphs correctly on the
lines below or a separate sheet of paper.

Squirrel Surprise

Last saturday, I was raking up
the leafs in my backyard. Two
squirrels were chasing each
other from branch two branch
in our tree. They raced around
the trunk of the tree and

onto the lawn.

My dog Jethro started running
across the lawn toward the tree
and barking lowdly. The too
squirrels scrambled up to the
highest branch of the tree.

* As I went back to raking
leafs, an acorn bonked poor
Jethro on the head. %

Did the squirrels throw that
acorn? I’ll never no, but they
sure seemed to be giggling!

With hundreds of topics, every
Kid Scoop’ printable activity pack
features six-to-seven pages of
high-interest extra learning
activities for home and
school! Get your free
sample today at:

kidscoop.com/activity-pages/

(]

VOCABULARY
. BUILDERS

This week’s word: {
3 e |

The verb glide means to
move smoothly or fly
without effort.

I watched the squirrel
glide from tree to tree
in my backyard.

Use the word glide in a
sentence today when
talking with your friends,
and family members.

Write On! -&=1
3 Up in the Air

Up in the air, it’s a bird,
it’s a plane, no it’s ...
Finish this story about

something flying ﬁs

through the air.
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from page Al

With the 2023-24 academic year
underway, funding has been a sig-
nificant issue of concern for districts
across the state, including here in
Aledo. While the state has billions of
dollars earmarked for school fund-
ing, the Legislature failed to pass
laws appropriating those dollars back
in the spring congressional session.
That failure has left public schools
across the state in the unfamiliar
position of having to adopt deficit
budgets for the foreseeable future
until such a time as the Legislature
passes laws to fund schools.

For the current school year, Aledo
ISD is able to fund all programs and
personnel in spite of the budgetary
shortfalls by making a 10-percent
cut across all departments. However,
unless the legislature passes appro-
priations bills to ensure schools are
properly funded in short order, Bohn
has already declared programs and
personnel will have to be cut before
the start of the 2024-25 school year.

“When schools talk about we're
not being funded properly, and we're
not keeping up with inflation, it’s just
because that number was set back in
2019, or before that,” Lear comment-
ed. “That number may be good for
that point in time, but as inflation
grows and costs increase, everybody’s
paying more into the system, but
the money isn’t flowing to schools.
Where is it going? I don’t know. But
it’s not going to your schools. People
are going to be frustrated, because
they’re going to sense they’re paying
more for schools, but we're going to
be talking about cutting programs.
How does that make any sense? The
reason is because, at the state level
they are not changing the basic for-
mula for school funding. That’s the
impossible thing to explain to peo-
ple. Youre paying more. The state
pays less. We get the same thing.”

Dallas and Frisco ISD’s were
already involved in
the lawsuit. Along
with Aledo, Prosper
and Red Oak ISD’s
joined the lawsuit on
Monday.

Mexican free-tail bat.

BATS

from page Al

can't go back into the wild for
some reason, we offer lifetime
sanctuary."'

Bats are useful

Lollar said that, aside from
being extremely intelligent crea-
tures, bats serve a number of
important purposes.

"The bats in Texas alone will eat
tons and tons of insects every sum-
mer," Lollar said. "They include
flying termites, flying ants, moths,
mosquitoes, beetles, and all dif-
ferent types of crawling pests. In
fact, the most common type of bat
in Texas is called the Mexican free
tailed bat, and their primary diet is
the corn borer moths.

"If we lost these bats, we would
end up paying nine dollars for an
ear of corn at the market place.
They do a tremendous amount of
work for us in terms of keeping
crop damage down."

Another important contribu-
tion is how much bats save on
pesticides.

“We'd spend an extra billion
dollars poisoning our environment
if it wasn't for these bats helping
with insect control,” Lollar said.

Misconceptions

The Bat Sanctuary president
said that there are also a number
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of misconceptions about bats that
contribute to their poor reputation.

"A lot of people think they are
blind," Lollar said. "They are not.
They can see just about as well as
we can. They can actually see bet-
ter in some ways because they have
eyes equipped for night vision,
kind of like a cat.

They are not related to mice
or rats.

"They are of their own order,
which is Chiroptera, which means
hand-wing, because they fly with
their hands. They have elongat-
ed fingers, essentially, just like
humans," she said.

They are not all vampires.

"Seventy percent of the world's
bats eat insects. There are only
three species out of 1,400 that do
drink the blood of other animals
and they are called vampire bats.
They are very tiny, about the size of
a package of M&M's and they are
afraid of people, Lollar said.

They don't attack people at all.

"So that is another Hollywood,
movie misconception that instills
fear in people. They don't all carry
rabies, either,' she said. "Less than
one half of one percent of all bats
will contract rabies. As a matter of
fact, a lot of bats have developed
an immunity to rabies.
So if you find them on
the ground, it is far
more likely that they
have a broken wing, or
have been orphaned or

An zoo-rescue Indian flying fox

injured from a storm or cold front
than it is to have rabies.”

Still be careful

Now that does not mean that
people who find a stray bat should
not exercise prudence.

“We do caution people to never
ever pick up a bat with your bare
hand, because it will be afraid and
it might bite and then of course
you will have to be tested for
rabies, regardless,” Lollar said. “So
we always ask people, if they find a
bat to please contact us.

"If a bat is found somewhere
where you can see it, it means that
something is probably wrong. So
the best thing to do is use a cloth
or a glove, not your bare hand and
scoop the bat into a box.

“If you're out in the park or
something, you can grab a paper
cup and scoop him into that with-
out using your bare hands always,
and then just give us a call, and we
can assess what the bat needs. We
have rescuers across the U.S. We
will be able to get some help for
that animal pretty quickly. "

Put to the test

In March, the Bat Sanctuary
was really put to the test,
receiving it's largest rescue
in its history, taking in more
than 325 short tailed fruit bats
that were in pretty bad shape.
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Sanctuary workers rolled up
their sleeves and got to work.

"These bats are small, about the
size of hummingbirds, and were
living in horrific conditions," Lollar
said. "So a lot of them were in crit-
ical condition. We worked around
the clock, triaging these guys and
getting them stable. That has been
one of our most grueling rescues
to date."

Lollar said that most people
do not realize just how important
fruit bats are to the ecosystem.

"Fruit bats help us with over 400
commercial products, and 80 dif-
ferent medicines are given to us by
fruit bats through pollination and
seed dispersal,’ Lollar said. "Even
bananas - we can raise bananas on
our own, but they have to be mixed
with wild stock, otherwise they
won't be sweet. Wild stock is polli-
nated by fruit bats. If you go to the
grocery store and look at 90 per-
cent of your fruits and vegetables,
either an insect bat has protected
that crop or a fruit bat has enabled
it to be to be grown through seed
dispersal and pollination.

“On top of that, 98 percent of
all rainforest tree growth comes
from seeds that have been spread
by fruit bats. So they are an enor-
mous help to us in as far as our
foods, stencil for rope, ingredi-
ents in cosmetics, toothpaste, ink,
paper, all kinds of things come
from fruit bats - from the plants
they help to propagate.”

SAVE THE DATE

g Oﬂ

Jared Chasteen

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2023
ALEDO HIGH SCHOOL
1MILE & 5K
8:30AM

Follow The Community News for updates

EMAIL: ALEDOTHANKSGIVINGTROT@GMAIL.COM
WEBSITE: WWW.ALEDOTHANKSGIVINGTROT,COM

¥

The 5K and 1 miles will both start at 8:30am

Start and finish lines will be in front of Tim

Buchanan Stadium at Aledo High School

REGISTRATION
$15 Youth
$25 Adult $35 Adult Long Sleeve

X

ANCER-FIGHTING

ROCK ST% RS

@AREITY"

THE CENTERT X

THE CENTER FOR CANCER AND BLOOD DISORDERS


http://www.thecentertx.com

Bl

October 6, 2023
THE COMMUNITY NEWS
www.community-news.com

SPOI'ts

TENNIS
Racquet Cats
end district
perfect

Win streak
reaches 10
By Cathy Mason

The Community News
The Aledo varsity tennis team
finished undefeated in District 5-5A
play with their 18-1 win against
the Northwest Texans on Sept. 26,
followed by a 15-4 victory against
Wichita Falls Rider on Oct. 3.

Aledo (14-1 overall, 6-0 in dis-
trict), won for a 10th consecutive
match.

Against Northwest, the Racquet
Cats won all the doubles matches to
take a definitive lead.

Boys doubles: Line 1 Craig
Mason/Scott Mason won 6-4,
6-1; Line 2 Jacob Heckathorn
and Francois Britz won 6-1, 6-3;
and Line 3 Will Beyer and Tom
Ruminsky won 6-1, 6-2.

Girls doubles: Line 1 Kenley
Germany/Bryanna Orr won 6-2,
6-3; Line 2 Elli Kate Bussmeir/
Patrice Loftin won 6-0, 6-0; and
Line 3 Natalie Nawrocki/Eleanor
Jack won 6-0, 6-0.

Mixed doubles: Benjamin
Farmer/Lila Satterfield won 6-2, 7-5.

In singles, Aledo won all but one
match.

Boys: Line 2 Farmer won 6-1,
7-6 ('7-5); Line 3 S. Mason won 6-3,
6-1; Line 4 Beyer won 6-0, 6-0;
Line 5 Heckathorn won 8-2 and
Line 6 Britz won 8-4.

Girls: Line 1 Orr won 6-1, 6-0;
Line 2 Germany won 6-1, 6-0; Line
3 Bussmeir won 6-0, 6-0; Line 4
Satterfield won 6-1, 6-0; Line 5
Gracie Heydman won 6-2, 6-1 and
Line 6 Sydney Byrd won 8-1.

The only loss of the day was the
boys Line 1 singles. Craig Mason
battled for two hours but was
defeated by four points in two tie-
breaks, 6-7 (5-7), 6-2, 10-12.

Additional doubles match-
es were won by Paxton Psencik/
Brennan Holbrook (8-1), and
Ibrahim Choudhry/Sydney Byrd
(8-1). Additional singles matches
were won by Tom Ruminsky (8-2),
Ben Kurth (8-0), Casen Freeland
(6-0) and Nate Ashabraner (6-1).

In the rout of Rider, results were:

Boys doubles: Mason/Mason
lost 1-6, 4-6; Heckathorn and Britz
won 6-4, 6-4; and Beyer/Ruminsky
won a thriller, 6-4, 4-6, 10-5.

Girls doubles: Germany/Orr
won 6-1, 6-2; Bussmeir and Lofton
won 6-0, 6-2; and Nawrocki and
Jack won 6-1, 6-0.

Boys singles: C. Mason lost 1-6,
4-6; Farmer won 6-1, retired; S.
Mason won 6-3, 6-5, retired; Beyer
won '7-5, 10-8; Heckathorn won
6-3, 7-5; and Britz fell (score not
available).

Girls singles: Orr won 6-4, 7-5;
Germany won 6-4, 6-2; Bussmeir
won 6-0, 6-0; Satterfield won 6-1,
6-0; Heydman fell 4-6, 4-6; and
Byrd won 6-4, 6-1.

The mixed doubles duo of
Farmer and Satterfield won 7-5, 6-4.

Aledo now waits to see who their
bidistrict opponent
is next week. They
will face the No. 4
seed from District
6-5A.

FOOTBALL

Does anybody really know what time it is?

Scoreboard
malfunction
doesn’t slow down
Bearcats

By Rick Mauch

The Community News

Time stood still at Tommy
Briggs Stadium in The Colony
on Friday, Sept. 29.

Well, on the scoreboard, at
least. As far as The Colony Cougars
were concerned, time probably
couldn’t move fast enough as they
were humbled 60-14 by the Aledo
Bearcats in their District 3-5A
Division I contest.

The scoreboard clock mal-
functioned early in the first
quarter and never recovered -
with the exception of somehow
working during the halftime
performances. Officials on the
field had to keep game time and
keep both sidelines informed
throughout the contest.

“The difficult part was time
management,” Aledo wide
receiver Trace Clarkson said of
the strange scenario.

But not that difficult, clear-
ly, as the Bearcats (6-0, 4-0 in
district) overcame some early
glitches to run away with their
115th consecutive district victory
dating to 2007. They also scored
in their 289th straight game, as
documented by local statistical
expert Deacon Starnes of Hank
92 FM in the press box.

With touchdowns on four
first-half possessions, combined
with Aven Lawrence’s 88-yard
kickoff return for a TD, Aledo

. LB Rt A

Blake Burdine (14) picks up yardage in Friday's win at The Colony.

had a 32-7 halftime lead. It was
more than enough to make sure
the Cougars (2-4, 2-2) didn’t
pull off another upset like
they did the previous week in
Denton.

Remember, this is a team
that went into Denton a week
earlier and upset Ryan 27-20.

“That kickoff return was
great. Aven is one of the fastest
kids in the school,” Aledo coach
Robby Jones said.

Lawrence was on both the
800 and 1600-meter relays that
advanced to state for Aledo in
the spring. The 800 finished
fourth.

Of course, the Bearcats were
far from being finished scoring
on the night.

Big night for quarterbacks

Quarterback Hauss Hejny had
another standout night for the
Bearcats. The TCU commit was
7-of-12 for 168 yards passing with
an 85-yard score to Clarkson to
make the score 19-7. It was his 12th
passing TD of the season with no
interceptions.

Hejny also ran seven times for 81
yards with touchdowns of 11, 22 and
20 yards on three straight drives to
build the advantage to 39-7. It was
his most productive rushing game
of the season as he came in with
222 yards and a pair of touchdowns
through the first five contests.

In all, the Bearcats rushed for an
unofficial 267 yards, including 77 on
10 carries from their leading rush-
er, Ray Guillory, who also scored

BRELEIGH MAYER/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

a 10-yard touchdown to put Aledo
up 6-0 after their first possession.
Guillory now has 14 touchdowns
(11 rushing, 3 receiving) and almost
750 total yards (612 rushing, 137
receiving).

Backup quarterback Gavin Beard
was certainly not bothered by not
having a scoreboard clock. He was a
perfect 5-for-5 for 62 yards.

“We were just playing ‘til the
whistle. It (the clock) wasn’t a prob-
lem. I just love getting reps and
getting out there with my guys,
Beard said.

“When Gavin comes in we want
him to operate the offense, and that’s
more than just handing the ball off,”
Jones said. “We want him to get
those reps.”

Turn to BEARCATS, page B3

VOLLEYBALL

Ladycats defeat Northwest

RYAN WADE/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Ava Reding sets the ball for Ella Isbell during the Ladycats’ home
match against Brewer on Tuesday, Sept 26. Reding compiled 42
assists on Tuesday, Oct. 3 as Aledo defeated the Northwest Lady
Texans to secure their spot atop the District 5-5A standings.

Hold onto top spot in
district rankings
By Ryan Wade

The Community News

It’s been a long time coming, but it
finally happened on Tuesday, Oct. 3.

After being swept by Northwest
last season and suffering their lone
district defeat of the year to the Lady
Texans last month, Aledo’s varsity
Ladycats (25-8 overall, 6-1 in district)
upended their toughest district foe
three sets to one as they secured their
place atop the District 5-5A rankings.

The match was a battle of state-
ranked teams. Northwest came in
ranked 20th in Class 5A by the Texas
Girls Coaches Association and Aledo
is 25th.

While the Lady Texans were a
solid volleyball club the last two sea-
sons, Aledo has been a salty bunch
in their own right. In spite of how
the two teams should’ve matched up
competitively, there has been some-
thing about Northwest that Aledo
has struggled to overcome in prior
meetings between the two.

That ended on Tuesday when the
Ladycats came away with a hard-
fought victory with scores of 25-20,
22-25, 25-22, and 25-17 to take the
match.

Since returning from injury,
Vivian Parker has been electric. In

the match against Northwest, Parker
amassed 23 kills, 20 digs, and a
block for the Ladycats.

Ava Reding picked up 42 assists
on Tuesday to bring her season total
to 732. The junior setter is flirting
with 1,000 assists on the season with
six matches remaining on the regular
season schedule, along with the post-
season. She also had four digs, two aces,
and a block against the Lady Texans.

Along with Parker, Kinley Elms
and Alyssa Todd finished the match
with double-digit kills. Elms notched
13, while Todd picked up 11.

Morgan Estevez collected three
aces to lead the Ladycats at the ser-
vice line. Logyn Denbow and Ella
Meador also picked up an ace apiece.

Haley Lowe continued her dom-
inance at the net with four more
blocks in the match, bringing her
season total to 86.

Looking at digs, Meador, Kenrie
Pruitt, and Estevez all made a dou-
ble-digit contribution to go along
with Parker’s 20. Meador scooped up
18 in the match. Pruitt and Estevez
added 13 and 10, respectively.

Next up on the schedule for the
Ladycats is a trip to Granbury on
Friday, Oct. 6. Aledo will look to plun-
der the second-place Lady Pirates on
their home court. Aledo won their
previous outing back on Sept. 12,
three sets to one. Friday’s matchup is
slated to get underway at 6 p.m.

CASAS LAWNCARE

Euliffawn*Maintenance
[IFMulchfAndiGravel

682.240. 7853
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Jim Martin - rearore
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Suite 106
Willow Park, TX 76087

Office: 817.441.2255
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(i) TRANSWORLD
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FOOTBALL
Seals starts,
has solid
outing for
Vandy

Former Roo’s status
up in air for Saturday

By Rick Mauch
The Community News

Former Weatherford Kangaroos
quarterback Ken Seals returned to
the starting lineup this past Saturday
for Vanderbilt as the Commodores
fell to No. 21 visiting Missouri 38-21.

Despite the loss, Seals had a
solid outing. He completed 20 of 30
passes for 259 yards with two touch-
downs and an interception. He also
ran for a 6-yard touchdown.

Seals, a senior, was named the
starter after regular starter AJ
Swann to injury. Coach Clark Lea
said Swann should be available to
play Saturday but Lea is waiting
until closer to the weekend to decide
if he or Seals will open behind center
at Florida Saturday at 3 p.m. on the
SEC Network.

For the season Seals is 27-0f-42
for 355 yards with four TD and one
interception. In his career, Seals has
played in 21 games and is 340-of-
554 for 3,464 yards with 21 TD and
19 interceptions.

Seals played in and started nine
games as a freshman, followed by
starting the first six games of his
sophomore season before getting
injured. He did not see game action
as a junior.

Seals became only the third true
freshman quarterback to start a
season opener in the Southeastern
Conference since 1972. He also set
a Vanderbilt freshman record with
1,928 passing yards and is only the
third true freshman to throw for
over 1,000 yards in a season for
Vanderbilt.

Seals also made news when he
signed a name/image/likeness deal
with the cryptocurrency company
FTX. The company has also signed
several high profile professional ath-
letes to their brand, including NFL
quarterback Trevor Lawrence and
former NFL QB legend Tom Brady.

VOLLEYBALL

AMS clashes with MMS

Crosstown rivalry

Staff Report

The Community News

Aledo Middle School defeat-
ed visiting rival McAnally Middle
School in five of their six volleyball
matches on Monday, Oct. 2.

Seventh-grade results
were

AMS A defeated MMS A 25-18,
25-10.

AMS B defeat-
ed MMS B 25-14,
25-13.

MMS C defeat- -
ed AMS C 15-25, Read this
25-23, 25-19. story online

Eighth-grade
scores were:

AMS A defeated MMS A 25-7,
25-16.

AMS B defeated MMS B 25-16,
25-13.

AMS C defeated MMS C 25-14,
25-20.

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS
The Aledo Middle School sev-
enth (BOTTOM) and eighth-grade
(TOP) A Teams won the Kennedale
Tournament recently.

A B S

VOLLEYBALL

WC volleyball win
streak hits 11

The volleyball winning streak
continued Saturday in a loud
Betty Jo Graber Athletic Center
at Weatherford College. The
Coyotes won their 11th match in
a row, sweeping Temple College
25-16, 25-12, 25-9.

The Coyotes improved to
21-2 overall and 6-0 in confer-
ence play, alone in first
place in the Northern
Texas Junior College
Athletic Conference.

Selanny Puente led
the WC offense with

nine kills. Lorena Gomez had 21
assists. Abby Benitez continued
her run with 15 digs. Brooke
McHale had 10 digs.

Weatherford trav-
els to Cisco College Wednesday,
Oct. 4, North Central Texas
College in Gainesville Oct. 7 and
Southwestern Christian
College in Terrell Oct. 11.
The Coyotes’ next home
match will be Saturday,
Oct. 14 at 1 p.m. against
Vernon College.

VOLLEYBALL

MMS
sweeps

Everman

Staff Report
The Community News
The McNally Middle
School Ladycats swept
Everman in volleyball on
Sept. 28. Scores were:
Eighth grade: A Team,
25-4, 25-2; B Team, 25-3,
25-6; C Team 25-14, 25-12.
Seventh grade: A Team,
25-12, 25-14; B Team 25-14,
25-8; C Team, 25-15, 25-14.

SWIMMING
Swimcats

opcen s€ason

Aledo wins dozen events
Staff Report

The Community News

The Aledo Swimcats began the 2023-
24 swim season at the Arlington Heights
Sprint Invitational Saturday, Sept. 30 at
the Wilkerson-Greines Activities Center
in Fort Worth.

Aledo finished first in 12 events.

The Aledo girls were led by Jacquiline
Gruber, who won four events, two on
relays and two individually. Also, Victoria
Crews won three (two relays, one individ-
ual) and Haley Roberson and Julia Gordy
each won two (one relay, one individual).

Porter Lane paced the Bearcats with
three events, one relay and two individual.

The Swimcats are back in the water
for competition on Oct. 12 in the Pink
Out Double Dual Meet with Fort Worth
Southwest and Burleson Centennial. The
meet begins at 6 p.m.

Arlington Heights Sprint

Invitational
At Wilkerson-Greines Activities
Center

Distances in yards
Aledo individual results

Girls

200 Medley Relay - 1. Haley Roberson, Jacquline
Gruber, Corah Satterfield, Victoria Crews.

100 Freestyle - 1. Julia Gordy, 2. Tila Moeller.
100 Individual Medley - 1. Jacquline Gruber, 3.
Haley Roberson, 4. Victoria Crews.

25 Freestyle - 1. Alexa Doshi.

50 Butterfly - 1. Corah Satterfield, 2. Julia Gordy.
50 Freestyle - 3. Tila Moeller.

200 Freestyle - 1. Jacquline Gruber.

200 Freestyle Relay - 1. Victoria Crews, Julia
Gordy, Tila Moeller, Jacquline Gruber; 3. Alexa
Doshi, Avery Faulkner, Addie Speed, Corah
Satterfield.

50 Backstroke - 1. Victoria Crews, 3. Avery
Faulkner.

50 Breaststroke - 1. Haley Roberson.

400 Freestyle Relay - 3. Avery Faulkner, Julia
Gordy, Addie Speed, Haley Roberson.

Boys

200 Medley Relay - 2. Cade Catlin, lan Perez,
Porter Lane, Jaxon Robinson.

100 Freestyle - 3. Alexander Pomales.

100 IM - 1. Porter Lane, 3. Cade Catlin.

25 Freestyle - 3. Matthew Petersen.

50 Freestyle - 2. Kale Roberson, 3. Bradyn
Baughman.

200 Freestyle - 2. Brayden DeBoer.

200 Freestyle Relay - 1. Cade Catlin, lan Perez,
Jaxon Robinson, Porter Lane.

50 Breaststroke - 1. Porter Lane.

Bobby J J Rigues, Agent
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Aledo, TX 76008

Bus: 817-441-9966
www.bobbyrigues.com
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Life insurance

can be life-
changing

Life won't always go as
planned. That's why there’s
life insurance. It can help you
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Aledo runners compete
in elite Arkansas meet

LADYCATS FIFTH

By Rick Mauch

Community News

The Aledo cross country
program is so good even the
state's borders can't contain it.

Well, that might be a bit
of an exaggeration, but what
isn't an exaggeration is both
the Ladycats and Bearcats held
their own in the prestigious
Chilie Pepper Cross Country
Festival at the University of
Arkansas in Fayetteville on
Saturday, Sept. 30.

The Ladycats finished fifth
out of 83 teams in the girls
division, while the boys were
30th out of 110, all competing
against some of the nation's top
competition from across sever-
al states.

A day earlier, the junior
varsity teams competed more
locally - but in the varsity divi-
sion at the Race For the Loot
meet at the Granbury Disc Golf
Course. The JV boys finished
14th and the girls were 15th.

"The Aledo cross country
teams had another great week
of racing,' said coach Mike
Pinkerton.

The Ladycats varsity was led
by Madison Larson, who was
16th with a time of 18 minutes,
12.2 seconds over the 5-kilo-
meter course. Micach Neal
was 19th in 18:21 and Molly
Garrison was 21st in 18:21.8.

Layton Ybarra paced the
Bearcats, finishing 64th in a
time of 16:21.2.

Pinkerton said the weather
in Fayetteville was humid, but
not as hot as it's been locally.

"The competition was unbe-
lievable," he said. "The Bearcats
and Ladycats both gave it all
they had - which is what we do.

Their results certainly speak for
themselves.

"Extremely proud of all of
our runners. They put in an
incredible amount of work and
mileage every week - and it is
really paying off."

The Bearcats and Ladycats
will not have a meet this week.
Their next meet will be the
District 5-5A Championships
at Central Park in White
Settlement on Friday, Oct. 13.

Chile Pepper Cross

Country Festival
at University of Arkansas,
Fayetteville

Aledo results

Varsity girls

Team, fifth place out of 83.
Individual results

16. Madison Larson, 18:12.2.
19. Micah Neal, 18:21.0.

21. Molly Garrison, 18:21.8.
111. Sophia Brandenburg, 19:41.3.
124. Mykel Murry, 19:49.4.
196. Mayden Mitchell, 20:32.7.
325. Elizabeth Griffin, 21:51.7.
346. Aubrey Connally, 22:07.9.
Varsity boys

Team, 30th out of 110.
Individual results

64. Layton Ybarra, 16:21.2.
103. Jack Fink, 16:38.0.

255. Luke Schabel, 17:24.8.

82. Giana Anaya, 27:57.11.

83. Alexa Estrada, 28:07.42.

84. Maddy Shepard, 28:15.96.
85. Julia Bettencourt, 32:00.00.

JV boys

Team, 14th place

Individual results

35. Landon Eaton, 18:34.82.
63. Lincoln Tuin, 19:45.61.

67. Zach Rivas, 19:54.63.

76. Ethan Matthews, 20:15.67.
80. Reed Murray, 20:22.69.
86. Reece Copeland, 20:33.64.
100. Caden West, 22:02.70.
105. Jaden Delgado, 22:42.14.
110. Isaac Brooks, 23:55.89.

Weatherford com-
petes at Decatur

Weatherford's Lady
Kangaroos finished third at
the Decatur Reunion Run
on Saturday, Sept. 30. Rayla
Castillo led Weatherford with
a third-place individual finish
and a time of 19:20.34 over the

5K course. Remington

292. Dominick Barrera,
17:33.5.

328. Anderson
17:42.4.
345.Tyler Connally,17:48.0.
346. lan Robbins, 17:48.4.
390. Bo Merrill, 17:59.6.

Smith,

story online

Boone was fourth in
19:20.66.

The Weatherford
boys were fifth, led by
Riley Starling, who
was 14th in 17:02.94.

Granbury Race

for the Loot

at Granbury Disc Golf
Course

Aledo results

JV girls

Team, 15th place

Individual results
31. Sadie Williams, 22:50.36.

Kelan Bush was 17th
with a time of 17:11.36.

The JV boys finished first
as Jett Hendrix placed second
individually with a clocking
of 18:34.26, while Gerardo
Miranda was fourth in 18:45.96.
The JV girls were led by Stella
Adams in ninth place, posting
a22:39.47.

Likewise, backup running back Kaden
Winkfield wasted no time when he got his
hands on the ball. He picked up 65 yards
on seven carries, including touchdowns
of 7 and 27 yards to run the score to 53-7
before fellow backup running back Cole
Plumbley ended Aledo’s scoring with a
4-~yard TD to account for the final score.

Early deficit

While the final score was indeed
another blowout for the Bearcats, there
were some moments early when the
Cougars had the lead and were in posses-
sion to regain it.

After the Bearcats marched down the
field, going 60 yards in six plays, capped
by Guillory’s TD, they soon found them-
selves down 7-6. A bad snap on a punt
gave The Colony the ball at the Aledo
29-yard line.

Six plays later, Cougars quarterback
Carson Cox connected with Xavier Green
for a 17-yard TD pass.

Then, after Lawrence’s kickoff return,
Cox hit Carmelo Torres for a 66-yard
completion that moved the ball to the
Aledo 12. Torres had a clear path to the
end zone had not Jake Gillespie chased
him down.

However, the threat was squelched
when two plays later Cox was sacked by
Aledo’s Ben McElree for a 15-yard loss.
An 11-yard completion on fourth-and-25
turned the ball back over to the Bearcats.

“That was a big defensive stand, but
that’s the reason those guys are on the
field,” Jones said. “We expect them to
make big plays.”

The Aledo defense also stopped Cox
for no yardage on a quarterback sneak on
fourth-and-2 in the third quarter. Also,
Chris Johnson intercepted a pass near
the end of the first half.

Next up

The Bearcats are on the road again
this week as they travel to Fort Worth
to face South Hills Thursday, Oct. 5 at 7
p-m. The Scorpions (0-5, 0-3 in district)
have been outscored 172-7 in league play
and are coming off a 68-0 home loss to
Denton Ryan. They have not scored in 10
consecutive quarters.

While the Bearcats bring a 20-game
win streak into the game, the Scorpions
come in having lost 13 straight.

A - Ray Guillory 10 run (run failed)

TC - Xavier Green 17 pass from Carson Cox
(Stephen Jameison kick)

A - Aven Lawrence 88 kickoff return (run failed,
bad snap on kick attempt)

A - Trace Clarkson 85 pass from Hauss Hejny
(Cole Crawford kick)

A - Henjy 11 run (run failed)

A - Hajny 22 run (Crawford kick)

A - Hejny 20 run (Crawford kick)

A - Kaden Winkfield 7 run (Crawford kick)

A - Winkfield 27 run (Logan DeFranzo kick)

TC - Karim Mashak 9 pass from Dominic
Jeffery (Jameison kick)

A - Cole Plumbley 4 run (DeFranzo kick)

Unofficial statistics

Team

First downs: Aledo 25, TC 14.

Rushes-yards: Aledo 38-267, TC 42-120.
Passing yards: Aledo 230, TC 214.
Caught-thrown-intercepted: Aledo 12-17-0, TC
19-33-1.

Fumbles-lost: Aledo 4-2, TC 2-0.
Penalties-yards: Aledo 5-53, TC 3-25.
Punts-average: Aledo 1-37.0, TC 6-22.5.
Third-down conversions: Aledo 6-8, TC 4-14.
Fourth-down conversions: Aledo 0-1, TC 0-3.

Individual leaders
Offense

Rushing

Aledo: Hejny 7 carries, 81 yards, 3 TD; Guillory
10-77, TD; Winkfield 7-65, 2 TD; Hawk Patrick-
Daniels 6-37; Plumbley 5-12, TD; Blake Burdine
2-6.

TC: Rodney Gould 14-66, William Allen 7-40.
Passing

Aledo: Hejny 7-0f-12-0, 168 yards, TD; Gavin
Beard 5-5-0, 62 yards.

TC: Cox 19-32-1, 188 yards, TD; Dominic Jeffery
2-3-0, 24 yards, TD.

Receiving

Aledo: Clarkson 3 catches, 117 yards, TD;
Kaydon Finley 2-29; Patrick-Daniels 2-26;
Jayden Griswold 1-17; Tyson Timms 1-16;
Burdine 1-16; Guillory 1-5; Brett Turner 1-4.

TC: Carmelo Torres 4-81; Xavier Green 3-41,
TD; Riley Stewart 4-37; Chase Glover 7-37.
Defense

Tackles

Aledo: Davhon 8, Jake Gillespie 6, Kutter
Harrell 5.5, Coy Flowers 5.5.

Sacks

Aledo: Ben McElree, Cooper Kohan.

Tackles for loss

Aledo: McElree 2, Flowers
1, Kohan 1, Brody Adams 1,
Keys 1.

Interception

Aledo: Chris Johnson.

Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry

Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C.
Michael Ball, D.D.S., P.L.L.C.

Diplomate of American Board of Pediatric Dentistry
Fellow of American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

Since 1958

-

‘ ) )

OF PROPANE
1958-2023

Are you turning 65?

You have important decisions to make about
your healthcare N

We can help!

-

P

Propane Sales Call = =
134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101 and Service )
Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087 682-382-1260
Ofc: 817-441-2425
Fax: 817-441-2491 On the Square

www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com in Weatherford

103 W. Church ¢ 817-596-8758 * 817-594-2612

Get your copy of

THE
CoMMUNITY NEWS

at any one of
these locations:

Bearcat Valero
421N FM 1187

Visit us today at
1911 S. Main St.

udly serving the great
southwest for 28 years!

THE TRUSTED SOURCE FOR ALL YOUR

METAL BUILDING COMPONENT NEEDS!
* RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL STEEL ROOFING
# GUSTOM TRIM AND FLASHING * PURLIN & TUBING

East Parker County Library

201 N FM 1187
% EASY BOLT PRE-FABRICATED STEEL BUILDINGS cvs
# MINI STORAGE SYSTEMS * POWER TOOLS 150 Bailey Ranch Road c ommunl
¢ VENTS & SKYLIGHTS  HARDWARE & ACCESSORIES | | Shell- Aledo
# SYNTHETIC UNDERLAYMENT + INSULATION CREDIT UNION

The Community News
1015 Champions Drive

* SEALANTS & CLOSURES * CARPORT PACKAGES

You’re worth more (to us)

GOING"GREEN'wit
Brookshire’s . * .
ENERGY EFFICIENT 5118 E 1-20 Service Road S Weatherford’s # 1 Famlly Credit Union
wmﬁ ;OI?I:: ::SEIAS.I';'!ANT cast Parker County
Chamb fC
Chami o Commers (817) 835-5000
Exxon — Tiger Mart
102 E I-20
STEEL BUILDINGS
EEL BULDIN www.ftwccu.org
MULTIPLE SIZES Weatherford Chamber .
401 Fort Worth Hy. Open to those who live, work, or
817-599-4186  Fax: 817-599-3326 | | community-news.com attend school in Tarrant, Denton,
2100 Burton Street ® Weatherford, Texas 76087 1015 Champions Dr. .
P E—————— Aledo » 817-441-7661 Parker, and Johnson Counties.



http://www.ftwccu.org
http://www.texasbutane.com
http://www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com
http://www.community-news.com/stories/aledo-runners-compete-in-elite-arkansas-meet,51386
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PHOTOS BY
BRELEIGH MAYER

BRUSH-
FLOSS-
WIN!

Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C.
Michael Ball, D.D.S., PL.L.C.

Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101
Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087
817-441-2425 - Fax: 817-441-2491
www.brushflosswin.com

It’s why
we’re here.

Your home and

car are more than
just things. They're
where you make your
memories - and they
deserve the right
protection. We get it.
It's why we're here.

LET'S TALK TODAY.

b

Jason Needham CLU ChFC, Agent
9610 E Bankhead Hwy
Aledo, TX 76008
Bus: 817-441-8000
jason@jasonneedham.com

o StateFarm'

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
Bloomington, IL

MORITZ

Chevrolet - Chrysler « Jeep « KIA

Moritz Chevrolet
Chrysler - Jeep
Loop 820 & Hwy 580
(Camp Bowie West)
817-696-2000

Moritz Kia - 8501 1-30
817-560-6000

LADYCAT

OF THE WEEK

Morgan Estevez
Volleyball

The junior defensive specialist had

10 digs, but was also a standout on

W offense with three aces served, as the

Ladycats defeated Justin Northwest 3-0

Sl on Tuesday, Oct. 3 to take over first
! place in District 5-5A.

Sponsored by

First Bank «Texas

2880 Fort Worth Hwy. ¢ Hudson Oaks
% 100 Willow Bend ¢ Willow Park
www.go2fbt.com

SONIC e

America’s ALEDO

Drive-In.

o Download our app for
rewards,locations, & more!

//BEAncM
i S[lF STORAGE

Climalte Controlled
811-458-1308 - www.bearcatccstorage.com
130 Nu Energy Drive - Rledo, TX 76008

ALEDO
817-441-6377
621 EM. 1187 N.

CLEANERS

FORT WORTH

817-732-5171

“ -

"."i'r"
D We do it WILLOW PARK
: I 817-596-0106
Right! 1-20 AT MIKUS RD.
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BEARCAT

OF THE WEEK

Aven Lawrence
Football

The senior provided a big highlight in
Friday’s 60-14 victory at The Colony. His
88-yard kickoff return gave the Bearcats a
12-7 lead they never relinquished.

Sponsored by

First Bank Texas

2880 Fort Worth Hwy. * Hudson Oaks
100 Willow Bend ¢ Willow Park
www.go2fbt.com

ALEDO
VS
THE COLONY

SEPT. 29

* Boarding

* Grooming

* Training

* Heated & Cooled

* Indoor & Outdoor Runs
* 24 Hour Attendant

Ring Leaders
Kennel

Aledo
817-441-8071

BRUSH-
FLOSS-
WIN!

Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C.
Michael Ball, D.D.S., PL.L.C.

Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101
Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087
817-441-2425 - Fax: 817-441-2491

www.brushflosswin.com

MORITZ

Chevrolet - Chrysler - Jeep - KIA

Moritz Chevrolet
Chrysler - Jeep
Loop 820 & Hwy 580
(Camp Bowie West)
817-696-2000

Moritz Kia - 8501 1-30
817-560-6000

SONIC

GO BEARCATS!

PIainsCapitaIBankm

817.840.4444 » PlainsCapital.com

T GREEN: 817-344-8464

i WWW.ATEXTRASH.COM
R\ I I I el e LRI ]

LEDO
America’s
Drive-In.

) Download our app
Ko for rewards,
locations, & more!

//BEAncM
g S[lF STORAGE

Climalte Controlled
811-458-1308 - www.hearcatccstorage.com
130 Nu Energy Drive - Aledo, TX 76008

i
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Oct. 8-14, 2023
ACREAGE

LAND FOR SALE. Hunting, recreational, retirement.
Hill Country, Trans Pecos regions in South Texas.
30-year fixed rate, owner financing, 5% down.
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com. 800-876-9720.

ENERGY

Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC
home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low
Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE Quote. Call
now before the next power outage: 1-855-704-8579.

OIL & GAS RIGHTS

‘We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing
a Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our
case managers simplify the process & work hard to
help with your case. Call 1-844-494-0689 FREE
Consultation. Local Attorneys Nationwide Mail: 2420
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL
(TX/NM Bar.)

Estate Sale Log Homes — Log Home kits selling
for balance owed, free delivery. Model #101
Carolina, bal. $17,000; Model #203 Georgia,
bal. $19,950; Model #305 Biloxi, bal. $14,500;
Model #403 Augusta, bal. $16,500. View plans
at www.americanloghomesandcabins.com,
704-368-4528.

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility
with the compact design and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus procedures.
Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do not
wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental Information Kit
with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 www.dental50plus.
com/txpress #6258

WANTED

Need Extra Cash — I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes
—Travel Trailers, 5Sth Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition — Old/New, Dirty
or Clean! I PAY CAS$H. No Title — No Problem, we
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network

221 Participating Texas Newspapers * Regional Ads

Start At $250 « Email

ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We

urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

JURISDICTION,” OF CHAPTER 2

AUTHORIZATION OF CORPORAT

PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION;
DATE.

neglects, or refuses to comply wi

2023.

ATTEST:
Deana McMullen, City Secretary

City Attorney

ORDINANCE NO. 2023 -- 194

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
ALEDO, TEXAS, AMENDING ARTICLE V, “EXTRATERRITORIAL
, “ADMINISTRATION,” TO
INCLUDE DOCUMENTATION REQUIREMENTS TO VERIFY

E REPRESENTATITVES TO

PETITION FOR RELEASE FROM THE CITY’S EXTRATERRITORIAL
JURISDICTION; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE IS
CUMULATIVE; PROVIDING A PENALTY CLAUSE; PROVIDING

A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE;

AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE

SECTION 4.
Any person, firm, or corporation who violates, disobeys, omits,

th or who resists the enforcement

of any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be fined not more
than Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00) for each offense.

PASSED AND APPROVED ON THIS 28th DAY OF SEPTEMBER,

Nick Stanley, Mayor

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY:

JOB LISTINGS
WAREHOUSE WORKER/
DELIVERY
Must be able to drive a
front loader; Organizational
skills, Scheduling Deliveries,
Receiving, Maintaining
warehouse, counting inven-
tory, basic janitorial duties,
Handyman skills a plus, Basic
hand tool and power tool use,
Basic problem solving skills,
Basic math skills, $16.00
an hour - Monday - Friday
7:30-4:30. Email: cody@tex-
as-lighting.com or catherine@
thegalleryoflights.com

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

2 years in B2B sales and or
Retail Sales; Must be able to
read a tape measure; Basic
Math Skills; Able to read blue-
prints (will train); Excellent
Customer Service Skill;
Organizational Skills a must;

AIMIAIN
oy Last Puzzle
Q[N[C[E Solution
LI IED
D[ TSIl LA P CIA[R[L[A
R|O[T|T| I |N|GE AIH E[AR|T
AlR|O[U|N|D/ AN BIO[N| | T|O
I Als|AlS|ADMRE[E D R[O/D/S
IDJA[L[A[S[ E[S|T[E[S
TIA[L[K ClAIN[E[ I[N T[E[X]A]S
S|A[N S[LAlP S|E[D[AIN
D|O S|T|o|P|SIM S|H|[R[U[G|S
S[T AMO NI TIO[I[L[S!
| [C[Ef S E[CIT
K[ Al
E[K]
T[U
Sl $-1656

Eye for design; Lighting experi-
ence a plus( but not necessary
will train for the right candi-
date; Knowledge in the build-
ing industry a plus( but will
train for the right candidate;
Hourly rate of $16.00 hr plus
commissions; Email: dana@
texas-lighting.com or cather-
ine@thegalleryoflights.com

SERVICES
PAINTING: Let my 50 years
experience work for you. We
do interior and exterior res-
idential and custom home
painting. Bobby McWilliams
817-821-6377

BALLOON DECORATIONS
for any Event: Weddings,
Corporate, Baby Showers,
Grand Openings, Birthdays,
Anniversaries, Quinceaneras.
CALL Sally 817-484-8353

TOWN OF ANNETTA -
DEER CREEK
WATER SYSTEM

Effective immediately, Stage
2 water restrictions on the
Deer Creek Water System
have been rescinded. Please
call the Town of Annetta
office at (817) 441-5770 if
you have any questions.

CommunITY NEWS

PO. Box 1031, Aledo, TX « 817-441-7661
www.community-news.com

For info about advertising on the
Business Card Page, call 817-441-7661.
Www.community-news.com

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

The City of Aledo will accept bids submitted only in writing until 2:00
p.m. on Tuesday, October 24, 2023 to establish a multi-year contract
from a qualified person, firm, or corporation to provide mowing and
lawn care maintenance services for the City of Aledo and surrounding
areas as designated by the City of Aledo. The mowing and lawn care
services to be performed under this Contract will include City parks,
City property, along with medians and right-of-way.

Bid # PW-2024-001
CITY OF ALEDO — MOWING AND LAWN CARE MAINTENANCE
City Staff will begin reading the bids at 2:01 p.m.
Dial-in Number: 234.203.2766
Conference Code: 680-090-795

Bid documents may be obtained without charge at the City of Aledo
City Hall, 104 Maverick Street, Aledo, Texas 76008. Bid documents
will be ready for pickup on and after October 6, 2023. Request for
Bid documents may also be downloaded at www.aledotx.gov.

The City of Aledo website will be updated with addenda, additional
reports or other information relevant to bidding the services. It is the
sole responsibility of all plan holders, whether they have received
digital downloads or paper copies of the plans and specifications, to
periodically check for Addenda which may have been posted on the
City of Aledo website.

There will be a non-mandatory pre-bid conference on October 17,
2023 at 9:00 AM. The Pre-Bid Conference will be held at Community
Center Conference Room, 104 Robinson Court, Aledo, TX 76008.

Bidders should submit all inquiries and/or questions concerning this
project to the person identified below by Tuesday, October 17, 2023
at 5:00 P.M. Questions that result in changes to the specifications
will be answered in writing and copies distributed to bidders of
record in the form of an addendum.

Luis Gatica, P.E., CFM
104 Maverick Street
Aledo, Texas 76008

817.441.7016

Igatica@aledotx.gov

Advertisement dates:
October 6, 2023
October 13, 2023
October 20, 2023

PROTECT

WHAT MATTERS MOST

Whether you are home or away, protect what
matters most from unexpected power outages
with a Generac Home Standby Generator.

7-Year Extended
Warranty* e

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE

CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE
(855) 704-8579

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

GENERAC
— ]

Hartman’s Honey Do0’s

3

(817) 249-2028

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

Ken Hartman, Proprietor

«ae®
3

CALEB W. COX
817-980-2709

Office: 817-565-4658
Talk and text 817-771-9661

ROSS GUTTERS

In Business Since 1995
5 & 6 Inch Seamless Gutters * Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial « New & Repair
FREE SPLASH BLOCKS FOR A LIMITED TIME

I
LANCE NORMAN ROOFING

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

Insurance Claims Handled

* COMPOSITION SHINGLES
* WOOD SHINGLES

* NEW ROOFS « REROOFS
* REDECKS

COLDWELL
BANKER

Global Luxury Specialist

KIMBERLY MEYER,
ABR, CRS, GRI
REALTOR®

Cell (817) 929-0347
REALTY kimberly.meyer@cbhdfw.com

5924 Convair Drive #420
Fort Worth, TX 76109
www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer

@Operated by a subsidary

2]

DRAKE
ELECTRICAL
SERVICES L.L.C.

817-441-8633

* « NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS -

RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL
SERVICE AND REPAIR « LICENSED & INSURED
TECL #19987

CALL (817) 443-0524 - mobile (817) 996-2726

7

of NRT, LLC

1187 MINI STORAG

We have lots of room ey
for your stuff!

HEARING
CARE CENTER

4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702 .

Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre

Phone: 817.263.1971

BILLY HARRIS ROOFING

Same Name & Number Since 1973

817-249- 3 3 38 Same Crews Since 1992

oS p—

1515 E. FM 1187 - Aledo, Texas - 817-504-7662
Call for availability - Boat & RV parking - $50 .
10x10 $65 * 10x20 $95 » 10x30 $140 :

WE Bu OIL, GAS, &

MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)

With the same name and number since 1973, Billy Harris Roofing is here before, during and after the Texas
storms. Billy Harris Roofing has had the same crews since 1992 which has paved the way to 10 consecutive
Angie’s List Super Service Awards since 2006. Billy Harris Roofing prides itself on quality... not quantity!
Give the experts a call today and find out for yourself why thousands of life-long customers
have put their trust in Billy Harris Roofing « 817-249-3338 « Www.billyharris-roofing.com

CHAPPELL

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS®

Financial Advisor

Vanity Tops Tubs
Whirlpool Tubs Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE

2927 Greenlee Park Trail
Weatherford, Texas 76088

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100

Aledo, TX 76008

Bus. 817-441-4108 « Fax 800-656-0301
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422
LOBO MINERALS, LLG

PO Box 1800 « Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

Natural Granite ¢ Solid Surface ¢ Silestone
817-341-8970
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FOOTBALL ADVANCE

Bearcats on road for second straight week

Played at South Hills
Thursday

By Rick Mauch
The Community News

You could look the world over
and not find any more polar oppo-
sites than the Aledo Bearcats and
Fort Worth South Hills Scorpions
football teams.

While the Bearcats (6-0 overall,
4-0 in District 3-5A Division I) are
going for a 16th consecutive district
championship, the Scorpions (0-5,
0-3) are looking for a way to get on
the scoreboard.

South Hills has not scored in
10 straight quarters. The Scorpions
have been outscored 172-7 in three
district games, including 68-0 at
home by Denton Ryan on Sept. 28.

The Bearcats, meanwhile, have
been clicking on both offense and
defense, especially since league play
began. So far Aledo has outscored
its foes by a margin of 316-114,
including a 60-14 victory at The
Colony on Sept. 29.

Aledo coach Robby Jones noted
that a dozen players have been
brought up for this week’s game.

“We've got some backups who
are going to get a chance to be start-
ers this week,” Jones said. “We'll see
how they respond and see how the
team responds.”

South Hills has lost 13 consec-
utive games. The Scorpions' last
victory was 42-21 over Class 4A
Venus in the second game of the
2022 season. Their last victory
against a school of their own size
was 48-12 over Fort Worth Poly
in the 2021 season. It was also
their lone win that season as the
Scorpions are 2-23 in their past 25
games.

The last time South Hills had a
winning season, the Scorpions did
so in a big way. They were 10-1 in
both 2016 and 2017, going 10-0 in
the regular season and losing in
bidistrict.

Head-to-head

The Bearcats are 3-0 all-time
against the Scorpions, who have
had very little success against Aledo
on both offense and defense. The
Bearcats are outscoring them by an
average of 65-5.

The only time the Scorpions
have scored against the Bearcats
was in 2013, a 77-16 loss. That was
also the season the Bearcats scored
more points than any team at any

BRELEIGH MAYER/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Aven Lawrence (7) returned a kickoff 88 yards for a touchdown. Joining the
play were Callihan Wilson (16), Jaden Allen (2), and Tyson Timms (86).

level in history, outscoring their
opponents 1,023-14.0.

The Bearcats have shut out the
Scorpions twice, 49-0 in 2012 and
68-0 last season.

Extra day for Centennial
prep

With this week’s game being
played on Thursday, that will give
the Bearcats an extra day of prepa-
ration for their next opponent and
a game that could go a long way in
deciding the district champion.

Aledo returns home to host
Burleson Centennial (5-0, 3-0) on
Oct. 13.

“It's good to have that extra
day to heal up, more recovery time
before we start preparation on
Monday,” Jones said. “The kids will
have Saturday off because Saturday
work will be done on Friday”

Honoring historic teams

When the Bearcats play their
next home game on Oct. 13, against
Burleson Centennial, two of the
most notable teams in Aledo his-
tory will be honored. The 1998 and
2013 state championship teams will
be recognized.

The 1998 Bearcats brought the
program the first state champi-
onship in its history, winning the
Class 3A title. They finished 13-1,
dropping their second game to
Bridgeport, 21-14, and then reeling
off a dozen straight wins.

In the state championship game,
the Bearcats defeated the
Cuero Gobblers 14-7.

The 2013 Bearcats
made history as the most
prolific offense in football

history. They outscored their oppo-
nents by an average of 64-9.

The Bearcats finished 16-0 and
scored more than 60 points or more
nine times. This included 91, 84
(twice), 77, 76, 75, 72, 69 and 66.

In running through the postsea-
son, Aledo outscored its foes 341-64
in six games.

In all, the Bearcats scored in
almost every quarter they played
that season.

Jones was not around for the
1998 title, but was the offensive
coordinator in 2013.

Rankings

To the surprise of no one, the
Bearcats are still atop the Class 5A
Division I state rankings in Dave
Campbell’s Texas Football this
week. They remain the lone team
from their district to be ranked
after Trophy Club knocked Denton
Ryan out two weeks ago, but folks
are keeping an eye on Burleson
Centennial.

Aledo also remained fifth among
all high schools in Texas, trailing
only defending 6A Division I state
champion Duncanville, defending
6A Division II champion DeSoto,
Humble Atascocita and Houston
North Shore.

Onthenational scale, the Bearcats
surprisingly fell four spots to No.
37. Duncanville (6), North Shore
(7), DeSoto (14), Austin Westlake
(30), Southlake Carroll (33) and
Atascocita (38) are the other Texas

teams among the top 50.

District 3-5A

Division | update
Last week's results

Game at a glance

Aledo Bearcats (6-0, 4-0 in
District 3-5A Division I) at
South Hills Scorpions (0-5,
0-3).

When/where: 7 p.m.
Thursday, Clark Stadium,
Fort Worth.

Returning starters: Aledo 7
offense/5 defense, South
Hills 5 offense/3 defense.

Last week: Aledo won 60-14
at The Colony. South Hills
lost 68-0 to Denton Ryan
at home.

Last season: Aledo, 14-2, 8-0
district, 5A Division | state
champions. South Hills 1-9,
0-8 in district. Aledo won
68-0 at home.

Aledo offensive players to
watch: RB Kaden Winkfield
(30 carries, 203 yards,

3 TD), TE Ty(10 catches,
118 yards, 1 TD), QB Gavin
Beard (17-of-22, 170 yards).

Aledo defensive players to
watch: S Jake Gillespie
(28 tackles, 2 for loss), DE
Carson Dempsey (3 sacks,
4 tackles for loss), DE
Cooper Kohan (11 tackles,
6 for loss, 1 sack).

South Hills key statistic: No
South Hills individual statis-
tics available. The Scorpions
have been outscored 172-7
in three district games and
250-46 overall. They have
not scored 10 consecutive
quarters.

Aledo 60, The Colony 14
Denton Ryan 68, South Hills O
Northwest 63, Azle 7

Brewer 42, Saginaw 37
Burleson Centennial bye

This week's games
Thursday, Oct. 5

Aledo vs. South Hills at Clark Stadium
Saginaw at Northwest

Friday, Oct. 6 (all games at 7 p.m.)
Centennial at Ryan

The Colony at Brewer

Azle bye

Standings (overall
record in parentheses)

Aledo 4-0 (6-0)
Centennial 3-0 (5-0)
Ryan 31(4-1)
Northwest 2-1(4-1)
Brewer 2-1(3-2)
The Colony 2-2 (2-4)
South Hills 0-3(0-5)
Azle 0-4 (1-5)
Saginaw 0-4 (0-6)

TENNIS

from page B8

When asked how his team stays
motivated and humble headinginto
the postseason following a lengthy
season filled with dominating per-
formances, McCoy said, “Tennis is
unlike most other sports in that, it
doesn’t have a start and stop date.
Even if our season ended today,
we could still practice tomorrow.
It becomes a grind. Keeping your
team motivated is a challenge for
every coach. We just keep our head
down and keep grinding.”

Sports are not just supposed to
be about wins and losses. Athletics
is supposed to instill attributes that
serve the athlete well throughout
their life long after their days as
a competitive athlete are done.
While winning on the court during
the season and postseason is a goal,
McCoy hopes the lessons his ath-
letes learn in their time together
transcend their time on the court.

“You try to get them to be the
best they can be in everything
that they do, whether it’s tennis or
whatever. The attitude carries over
to hopefully their life - being able
to overcome adver-
sity. We talk about
jumping over hur-
dles and how you
get up after you fall
down,” he said.

CROSS COUNTRY
TCA's Whiteaker
wins at Jesuit

Winchester second
among boys
Staff Report

The Community News

Gracee Whiteaker of Willow
Park Trinity Christian ran to first
place at the Dallas Jesuit Cross
Country Classic this past Saturday
at Prestonwood Polo Club in Oak
Point.

Whiteaker clocked a time of 13
minutes and 0.3 seconds over the
3200-meter course. As a team, the
Lady Eagles were fourth.

The Eagles finished eighth, led
by Wilson Winchester’s runner-up
individual finish with a time of
18:08.30 over the 5K course.

Also for the Lady Eagles, Emma
Saadeh was seventh
with a 13:44.20
and Brooklyn
Mathieson was
22nd in 14:46.80.

HIGH SPEED INTERNET
SPEEDING IS ENCOURAGED
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TENNIS

Racquet Cats eye postseason run

Following dominant
regular season
By Ryan Wade

The Community News

The final match of Aledo’s var-
sity tennis fall schedule ended the
same way almost every match for the
Racquet Cats has this season - in a
dominant 15-4 victory over Wichita
Falls Rider.

Aledo’s victory on Tuesday, Oct.
3 cemented their No. 1 seed heading
into bidistrict next week. Official
matchups will not be released until
early next week, but the District
5-5A champion Racquet Cats will
meet the No. 4 team out of the Fort
Worth District 6-5A.

“Our kids have responded all year,”
said head coach Joe McCoy. “They’re
working hard. They’re playing really
well. I think we're playing some of our
best tennis at the right time.”

The four matches Rider won on
Tuesday was the closest any team
on the district schedule has come to
getting the best of Aledo all season.
Prior to Tuesday’s matchup against
the Raiders, the Racquet Cats had
lost just a single match all season,
including their rigorous pre-district
schedule - and none in league play.

“Overall, our UTR - which is our
tennis rating - has gone up,” McCoy
stated. “We've been competitive. We
had a tough non-district schedule
on purpose, because I wanted them
to play tough matches to be pre-
pared for this time of the year. They
responded well early in the season.
They responded to being pushed.
They’re doing well and the season
shows that.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF CATHY MASON

The Aledo Racquet Cats captured the District 5-5A championship and now
head to the bidistrict playoffs next week.

While Aledo has dominated on
the court this season, it hasn’t been
easy. In fact, quite the opposite. The
old saying that “Character is formed
in adversity,” goes hand-in-hand with
character being revealed in adversity.
In that respect, the Racquet Cats have
faced plenty of adversity while display-
ing ample character through it all.

“It goes back to the culture,
McCoy emphasized. “It goes back to
the kids. It goes back to the expec-
tations. Our parents are great. A lot
of these kids can’t get up here with-
out parents bringing them up here.
When we couldnt practice in the
afternoons when it was so hot, they
didn’t bat an eye when we went to 5
or 5:30 a.m. practices.

“I think if you come out of Aledo,
especially as an athlete, you are bet-
ter prepared and well prepared for
the next chapter in life. Our kids
learn how to become disciplined.

They learn how to be on time. They
learn how to work with a teammate.
They learn how to work hard. They
learn everything that goes along with
that work ethic that Aledo instills in
every program,” he added.

With the fall season behind them,
the Racquet Cats now wait to find out
who they’ll face in the opening round
of the postseason. Craig and Scott
Mason, Ben Farmer, Will Beyer, Jacob
Heckathorn, Francois Britz, and Tom
Ruminsky make up the boys division
for Aledo. Meanwhile, Breanna Orr,
Kenley Germany, Elli Kate Bussmeir,
Lila Satterfield, Gracie Heydman,
Sydney Byrd, Patrice Loftin, Natalie
Nawrocki, and Eleanor Jack will rep-
resent the Racquet Cats for the girls
as they prepare to make their post-
season run.

Turn to TENNIS, page B7

FOOTBALL

AMS splits with MMS

the seventh and eighth-grade
levels.

Crosstown rivalry
Staff Report

The Community News AMS won the seventh-grade
A game 28-8 and the eighth-
grade B contest 8-6. MMS took
the eighth-grade A contest 14-8
and the seventh-grade B game

20-8.

Aledo Middle School and
McAnally Middle School split
their crosstown rivalry matchup
Tuesday night, with each team
winning a pair of games at both

JOHNNY LATHAM/COWTOWN PAPARAZZI PHOTOGRAPHY
Eighth-grader Hudson Parks (21) kicks off for the McAnally Bearcats.
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Aledo Middle School and McAnally Middle School football teams kneel
after the football game on Oct. 3. MMS A team defeated AMS A team 14-8.
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