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ALEDO

City council 
accepts offer 
for train depot
Hallmark property 
needs new location
By Ryan Wade
The Community News

As Aledo continues to grow and 
transform into the new community 
it’s becoming, old Aledo still has a 
strong presence downtown. The diffi-
cult act of holding onto the old while 
experiencing the new is a dance few 
communities have mastered. 

But, Aledo is trying.
During the end-of-the-month 

meeting on Thursday, Aug. 26 for the 
Aledo City Council, the first step in 
preserving a hallmark piece of prop-
erty from yesteryear for the future of 
Aledo was taken. The old train depot 
has sat in disrepair on the proper-
ty where the current city hall sits, 
and where the new city hall will be 
erected. 

For a number of years, the city has 
sought out a potential new owner of 
the building with little to show for 
their efforts. 

With construction of the new city 
hall coming around the corner, find-
ing a new home for the old depot has 
worked its way up the list of to-dos. 
The council approved a motion to 
appropriate $25,000 to help cover 
the cost of relocating the depot from 
its present location to its future home 
at 200 S FM 1187. 

The motion also provides City 
Manager Noah Simon the authority 
to negotiate the terms of sale and 
relocation to 1882 Partners, LP. 

The city previously inquired 
about the cost of refurbishing the 
depot, but the cost of moving the 
structure, coupled with the asbestos 
removal, foundation preparation at 
a future site, and the cost of refur-
bishing the building was exorbitant. 
Per city guidelines for the potential 
sale, 1882 Partners, LP will have 18 
months from the transaction date to 
relocate the building, complete the 
refurbishing project, and have the 
structure open for public use. 

Mayor Nick Stanley stated he 
would also like to see language 
incorporated into the deal that the 
building cannot be sold or moved 
from Aledo once the rehab project is 
complete.

Speculation surrounding the 
possibility of an affiliation between 
Stanley with 1882 Partners, LP began 
to arise shortly after the conclusion 
of the meeting. When asked by The 
Community News for clarification 
regarding a possible relationship 
between himself and the group look-
ing to purchase the depot, the mayor 
responded with an email stating, 
“Thank you for reaching out and 
requesting the clarification. While 
those are people that I do know from 
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ALEDO ISD

Board 
approves 
decreased  
tax rate
One-time payment for 
staff included in budget
By Mercedes Mayer
Aledo ISD

The Aledo ISD Board of Trustees 
has adopted a lower tax rate for the fifth 
year in a row at a meeting on Monday, 
Aug. 28. The 2023-2024 tax rate will be 
more than 16 cents lower than the pre-
vious year, bringing the five-year total 
reduction to nearly 39 cents or a 24.3% 
decrease since 2018-2019.

“We talked about this quite exten-
sively during the Aledo ISD Bond 2023 
process that we anticipated that the 
district’s overall tax rate would be low-
ered pretty significantly,” Aledo ISD 
Superintendent Dr. Susan Bohn said, 
“so we are grateful to be able to lower 
our tax rate by such a large amount.”

Over the last four years, the overall 
tax rate for Aledo ISD has been low-
ered by $0.2271 as Maintenance and 
Operations tax rates have been com-
pressed after the passing of House Bill 
3 in 2019. Adding this year’s decrease 
of 16 cents, the district’s total M&O tax 
rate decrease is $0.3875 in five years. 
The previous overall district tax rate for 
2022-2023 was $1.3679, and the Board 
adopted the new tax rate of $1.2075 for 
2023-2024.

The budget also includes a one-
time payment of 2% of the market 
median salary/pay range midpoint for 
all employees that will be made on 

Turn to BOARD, page A4

Ex-Students’ 
Association 
Banquet
The Aledo ISD 
Ex-Students Association 
will hold their banquet 
on Saturday, Sept. 23, 
at the Aledo Learning 
Center Training Room. 
Visitation will begin at 
4:30 p.m. and the meal 
will be served at 6 p.m.
All ex-students of Aledo 
ISD are encouraged to 
attend. The cost will be 
$25, which covers the 
meal, expenses, and $5 
for dues.
If you did not receive an 
invitation and would like 
to attend, send a note to 
Aledo Ex-Students’ Assn., 
P. 0. Box 737, Aledo, Texas 
76008. For more infor-
mation, call Ann Grace 
at 817-291-9846 or email 
rag70803@gmail.com.

Officially Mother Nature

Gay Larson 
crowned at  
Aledo event
By Randy Keck
The Community News

Many people who have hung 
around Aledo and Annetta for 
a while have referred to Gay 
Larson as “Mother Nature.”

But Catherine (Cat) 
Miller and the Parker County 
Master Gardeners Association 
(PCMGA) made it official on 
Wednesday, Aug. 2, with a 
full-fledged coronation cere-
mony at the Aledo Community 
Center.

Friends and members of 
the Master Gardeners turned 
to look back when they heard 
a bell ringing to start the cer-
emony, as former PCMGA 
president Woody Shaw walked 
up the aisle in full regalia, 
shouting “Here ye! Hear ye!”

Shaw continued when he 
reached the front of the crowd: 
“We gather here today the 23rd 
of August 2023 on this joy-
ous and historic occasion for 
Master Gardeners of Parker 
County and for all the world. 

It is today that our Gay Larson 
is invested with her regalia and 
is formally crowned as mother 
nature of the county and of 
the world. May her reign be 
known for sustaining nature 
and teaching others how to. 
We join here today to celebrate 
and to rejoice.”

Miller then began the pro-
ceedings with a prayer before 
announcing the purpose of the 
occasion.

“For a long time, I have 
wanted to thank Gay for 
everything she's done for me —
everything she has taught me,” 
Miller said. “And I had that 
on my heart for a long time. 
And I didn't know what that 
would be, what it would look 
like, where that would be. And 
then it came to me. Everybody 
knows Gay is Mother Nature. 
But she's never been crowned 
Mother Nature.”

Miller continued by quot-
ing Romans 12:6 (We have 
different gifts, according to 
the grace given to each of 
us.) and I Peter 4:10 (Each 
of you should use whatever 
gift you have received to serve 

others, as faithful stewards 
of God’s grace in its various 
forms.)

“That's exactly what Gay 
does,” Miller said. “She cer-
tainly does. And can I get an 
amen?”

Miller then called Larson 
up to her “throne” at the front 
of the room. 

Larson, who has always 
had a quick wit, said she wasn’t 
sure what to expect.

“When you are faced with 
something like this and the 
person putting it on won't tell 
you what's going to happen, 
you have dreams,” Larson said. 
“And I dreamed last night that 
Cat came with three miniature 
donkeys for entertainment. I 
was wondering where did she 
find three talented donkeys!”

Larson said the real event 
was better.

“I love Parker County 
Master Gardeners; I'm one of 
the original ones,” Larson said. 
“And so I feel like the moth-
er of the whole Association. I 
started in Tarrant County and 
my friend and Sharon came 

Turn to NATURE, page A8
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Gay Larson (left) was officially crowned "Mother Nature" by the Parker County Master Gardeners 
Association on Aug. 23. Shown at right is Cat Miller, who organized and led the event.

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

The Aledo Thanksgiving Trot has announced that Jared Chasteen will be the recipients of funds 
from this year’s race. Jared, who is self-employed, is fighting colon cancer, and has already 
amassed a very large amount of medical expenses. Jared and his wife Adeana have two children in 
Aledo ISD. The loss of income and mounting bills, added to the hardship of cancer treatment, gives 
the community an opportunity to step up and help one of its own. Watch for additional information 
and visit aledothanksgivingtrot.com.
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Tax rate set at 
$1.0365
By Melissa Winn
The Community News

At a special meeting Monday 
(Aug. 28), the Weatherford ISD 
Board of Trustees held a public 
hearing before adopting the annual 
budget and setting a tax rate that 
continues a trend of being lower 
than previous years — $1.0365 per 
$100 valuation.

Over the past six years, WISD 
has been able to shave off 42 cents 
and maintain a budget that keeps 
the district’s goals within reach and 
lower debt.

The Maintenance & Operation 
(M&O) side yields the 
lower rate of .7575 cents 
(down from .8538 in 
2022) and the Interest and 
Sinking (I&S) remains the 
same at .2790 cents.   

The M&O tax rate 
provides funds strictly for the 

maintenance and operations of the 
district while the I&S tax rate pro-
vides funds for payment on any 
debt that finances a district’s facili-
ties and can only be used for those 
expenditures.

Expected revenue is valued at 
$96,833,584 – an increase of $7.1 
million from 2022-23 - and expen-
ditures are sitting at $100,031,998, 
leaving a deficit of approximately 
$3.2 million. WISD will use its fund 
balance to make up for the short-
age, which was expected. 

“That’s due to the completion 
of the automotive center,” said Lori 
Boswell, Assistant Superintendent 
of Business and Operations.

That project, the Grizzard 
Regional Institute of Technology or 

GRIT, broke ground in April 
and accepted its first class of 
students at the beginning of 
the 2023 school year. 

On the I&S and Child 
Nutrition fronts, both of 
those budgets are balanced 

for the upcoming year. 

“I just want to thank [every-
one] who was and is involved in 
the budget process,” said board 
president Mike Guest. “It’s a huge 
undertaking every year and we just 
appreciate all the hard work.”

Prior to approving the budget, 
trustees held a public hearing with-
out comment. They also accepted 
the debt management plan that 
allows the district to reduce debt 
by essentially refinancing funds and 
placing them in an escrow account 
producing a savings of $1.83 million 
and eliminating the debt early. 

Also at the meeting, the board:
•  Voted to keep deposit accounts 

with Plains Capital Bank 
for another 2 years. Districts 
are allowed to renew existing 
contracts up to three times 
and this is the first renewal. 
Superintendent Beau Rees said 
he appreciated Plains Capital for 
working with the district and 
that he wanted to “keep that 
relationship going.”

•  Received recognition and 
a $2,500 donation to the 
Weatherford ISD Education 
Foundation from Cenergistic 
for an energy savings program 
that has yielded a $2.32 million 

(21 percent) savings on utilities 
since it began in late 2019. 

The next regular scheduled 
meeting of the board will be held 
Sept. 11. 
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WEATHERFORD ISD

Board approves 2023-24 budget

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Weatherford ISD Superintendent Beau Rees, left, and WISD Executive 
Director of Communication Charlotte LaGrone, center, accept a $2,500 
donation from Cenergistic’s Wayne Couldron. 

Adopt a Shelter Dog!

     aka Dozer aka Doe Doe Bird
He is an approx 5 yr old mastiff mix and 
weighs 78 lbs.
This silly and fun guy is the definition of “best 
friend.”Do you need a new wingman at bbq’s? 
Tv binge watching buddy? Long slow walk on 
the beach partner? Maybe even a teammate 
to fetch all those tennis balls that never seem 
to come back on their own? Jona is your 
guy!!He truly wants to be a part of the crowd, 
no matter what you’re doing. He can hang out 
and relax, or be the life of the party! He is a 
volunteer favorite and he is more than ready 
to find a new home to be a part of.
Jona was picked up as a stray, and while he 
was microchipped and his owner was contact-
ed, he was unable to reclaim Jona.
Some notes that we did get on him is: His real 
name is Dozer, but loves to be called Doe Doe 
Bird. He is silly and loves to play, and he is 
said to be house trained.
While at the shelter we have observed that 
Jona walks well on leash and has been friend-
ly with the other dogs, cats, and livestock. 
Bring your dog down for a meet & greet 
today!He is neutered, microchipped, and UTD 
on vaccines.

 He is sweet, laid back, and loves to play 
chase with you around the yard.

Rollo is an approx 3 year old lab mix, and 95 
lbs of love. He walks well on leash, offers to 
play with other dogs at the shelter, and has 
even seemed okay around the livestock.

He was surrendered due to his owner’s declin-
ing health, but his previous owner says he is 
house trained, and loves to run and play!

We know there’s someone out there that 
needs a new family member who will keep 
them smiling… Rollo is your guy!! Just look at 
his own happy face!

Rollo is neutered, microchipped, and UTD on 
vaccines. Ask to meet him in the front office, 
and bring your dog down for a meet & greet 
today!

ROLLO

JONA

URGENT

NADINE is a large, 4 year old shepherd mix who weighs 78 
lbs. She is waiting for her forever family to come adopt her! 
Nadine is playful, active, and affectionate. She loves to go 
on walks and play in the water. Bring your dog down for a 
meet & greet and take this sweet girl home! She was picked 
up as a county stray so not a lot is known about her history.

LEWIS is an approx. 4 year old Shepherd Mix and weighs 58 lbs. 
He is an affectionate and laid back guy who loves to be around 
people. He has been friendly with other dogs here at the shelter, 
but a meet & greet is always recommended to make sure it’s a 
good fit. He walks well on leash, rides nicely in the car, and loves 
to be out and about meeting new friends and seeing new places!

** All dogs are heartworm negative unless otherwise noted

These sweet dogs are looking for their forever home!! 
All dogs are available for immediate adoption at the Weatherford Parker County Animal Shelter 

Need additional storage space?

• Household goods
• Boats / RVs
• Security camera 24/7
• Personalized access

www.storageweatherford.com

Call Storage of Weatherford today! 682-327-0080

5189 E. I-20 Service Rd N 
Suite 106
Willow Park, TX 76087 

Office:  817.441.2255
Cell:  817.538.6846

Jim@MartinLandSales.com

RailheadRealty.com
TX BROKER®

Jim Martin - REALTOR®

URGENT

http://www.community-news.com/stories/board-approves-2023-24-budget,4722
http://www.storageweatherford.com


In politics, as in war, no cam-
paign can truly be successful if 
the victor cannot win the hearts 
and minds of the vanquished.

Some of the most trusted 
allies of the United States were its 
enemies during World War II. 
Rather than seeking to impose 
the harshest measures after the 
war, the policy of the victors was 
to bring Japan, Germany, and 
Italy back into the community 
of nations — we won not only 
the military victory, but we won 
their hearts and minds.

A principle of American 
politics has likewise been that, 
following even the most hard-
fought elections, both sides 
would join hands for the good 
of the country when it was over.

We have lost a lot of that in 
the current day, which to a large 
degree is responsible for the con-
tinuing decrease of Americans 
who identify with one political 
party or the other.

It seems that now the pur-
pose of politics is not to win 
hearts and minds — it’s just to 
win at whatever cost. I hear peo-
ple making comments that they 
seek to “destroy the libs” or erad-
icate the other party.

It’s a far cry from the days of 
Ronald Reagan. While many of 
today’s speeches conjure images 
of devastation and annihilation, 
my memory of Reagan and others 
who led the country is of people 
who held out a vision of a better 
country and a better world.

Reagan had the “shining city 
on a hill.” George W. Bush spoke 
of “a thousand points of light.”

Whether you agreed with their 
politics or not, everyone could 
buy into those concepts, and 
could see us as a better nation 
and a better people.

It seems to some degree 
than many politicians have 

ethical challenges, but I believe 
our system of government has 
functioned best when office hold-
ers were seen to have the moral, 
and not just political, authority 
to lead.

The political authority might 
allow you to govern, but it’s the 
moral authority that wins hearts 
and minds and allows a leader to 
govern effectively.

The problem today is exacer-
bated because neither side seems 
to have the capacity to demand 
moral authority of their leaders.

In the coming weeks, the 
Texas Senate will conduct the 
impeachment trial of Ken Paxton. 

Without hearing the evidence, 
many have already made up their 
minds that the impeachment 
should not have happened.

In fact, one comment made 
on one of our social media posts 
was that it simply doesn’t matter 
what Paxton did or didn’t do. We 
knew what we were getting when 
we elected him.

Let me be clear here. I don’t 
know whether Ken Paxton should 
be removed from office or not. 
That’s what the trial will be for.

But I find it sad that anyone 
would take that position.
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Content Submission Policy
We’re always on the lookout for story 
ideas. To share one, call Randy Keck at 
817-386-1469 or email news@commu-
nity-news.com. Please provide the basic 
story information as well as contact 
information.

We welcome letters, articles and guest 
opinions from our readers. Opinions 
expressed in this newspaper will be 
labeled as opinions, editorials or letters, 
and do not reflect the opinions of the 
ownership. Letters should be signed, 
and limited to approximately 300 
words. All submissions to the newspa-
per should include a telephone number 
in case we have questions. Letters are 
due by Monday at noon for that week’s 
paper. Community announcements, 
achievements and obituaries are due 
by noon Friday for the following week’s 
paper.

Photos submitted should include names 
of the people in the photograph.

The Community News does not charge for timely 
wedding, engagement and birth announcements 
provided they are of reasonable length. Lengthy 
announcements will either be edited to a reason-
able length or, at the discretion of the person sub-
mitting the announcement, be charged a fee. 

The agency that operates the 
power grid for much of the state 
asked Texans to conserve energy 
use several times last week as the 
grid was beset with high demand 
and low wind-power genera-
tion, according to the Austin 
American-Statesman.

The Electric Reliability 
Council of Texas has asked elec-
tric users to reduce energy use 
as the state continues to face a 
tenacious heat wave. 

Demand on the grid operated 
by ERCOT has record levels 10 
times this summer. The system 
has held up to the strain to this 
point. Any outages across the state 
have been local and caused by 
other reasons other than demand 
on the grid, such as downed power 
lines or blown transformers.

ERCOT is calling on large elec-
tric customers to voluntarily cut 
consumption during peak periods 
and is working with out-of-state 
power operators to secure addi-
tional power generation capacity.

In addition, two “virtual power 
plants” are now able to provide 
power to the grid, according to 
the Public Utility Commission 
of Texas. According to the PUC, 
“The pilot project tests how 
consumer-owned, small energy 
devices, such as battery energy 
storage systems, backup gener-
ators, and controllable Electric 
Vehicle (EV) chargers, can be vir-
tually aggregated and participate 
as a resource in the wholesale 
electricity market, strengthening 
grid reliability.”

The two pilot projects under-
way involve Tesla customers who 

have electric storage systems in 
their homes and have agreed to 
sell their surplus power in the 
ERCOT market.

Wildfire danger remains 
high in Texas

The Texas A&M Forest 
Service continues to respond 
to requests for assistance on 
wildfires across the state as dry 
weather continues. Currently 
there are four active fires, the 
largest being the Shearwood 
Creek Fire in Jasper County. As 
of Sunday it had burned 3,000 
acres and was 70% contained. 

As of Sunday 208 counties had 
burn bans in place. Meanwhile, a 
helicopter delivering water to the 
150-acre Barth Fire in Caldwell 
County almost collided with a 
drone being flown by someone 
not with the agency. It came 
within feet of the helicopter.

“Pilots have no way to detect a 
drone or know there is one pres-
ent in the airspace until they see 
it,” said Jared Karns with the for-
est service. “Suppression aircraft 
can respond to wildfires quickly, 
increasing the likelihood that a 
new ignition remains a small, man-
ageable wildfire. Utilizing aircraft 
greatly enhances the state’s fire-
fighting efforts, but they have to be 
able to fly in a safe environment.”

Under Federal Aviation 
Administration rules, all aircraft, 
including drones, are prohibited 
from flying over wildfire areas. 
More than 1,350 wildfires have 
occurred in the state in July and 
August to date.

TPWD trying to buy 
property containing 
state park

The commissioners over-
seeing Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department voted unanimously 
last week to negotiate acquiring 
the roughly 500 acres that con-
tains Lake Colorado City State 
Park in Mitchell County. The state 

has been leasing it from Vistra 
Corp. for more than 50 years.

Earlier this year, the energy 
company sold a piece of proper-
ty that contained Fairfield State 
Park to a developer, forcing the 
park’s closure.

“This makes all the sense in 
the world,” outgoing commission 
chairman Arch “Beaver” Alpin III 
said about the purchase, accord-
ing to The Dallas Morning News. 
“I believe we’ve had a meeting of 
the minds on being able to do it. 
This will allow us to secure one of 
our parks for the long term and 
be able to own it.”

The park is located off Interstate 
20 about halfway between 
Sweetwater and Big Spring and 
offers opportunities for water rec-
reation and outdoor activities for 
nearly 30,000 visitors annually.

Judge rejects ‘invasion’ 
defense in buoy suit

A federal judge in Austin 
rejected the state’s assertion 
that it has the right to install 
buoys in the Rio Grande because 
of a “migrant invasion,” The 
News reported.

“We are here for purposes of 
determining whether this is a 
barrier to navigation, 
whether this is a nav-
igable waterway,” U.S. 
District Judge Ezra said.

The U.S. Justice 
Department has sued 
the state over the buoys, 
saying their placement ignored 
the Rivers and Harbors Act of 
1899, which established that 
the federal government controls 
navigable waterways. The state’s 
defense claims the Rio Grande 
is not navigable in the section 
where the buoys were installed, 
near Eagle Pass.

Counties can’t ban 
solar farms, AG rules

An attempt by Franklin 
County officials to ban solar 

farms has failed after provi-
sional Attorney General Angela 
Colmenero ruled that counties 
don’t have specific authority to do 
so, the Texas Standard reported.

Commissioners in that county 
voted last year to impose a 180-
day moratorium on commercial 
solar development. They later 
rescinded it, but the Franklin 
County attorney asked for an 
attorney general’s ruling. 

As elsewhere, some Franklin 
County residents opposed the solar 
farms on grounds that trees would 
be cut down, grasslands destroyed, 
and wildlife blocked by fences.

WWI naval shipwreck 
found in Neches River

The Texas Historical 
Commission has confirmed a 
shipwreck found in the Neches 
River dates to World War I. The 
wooden-hulled vessel was one of 
nearly 40 built in Beaumont by the 
U.S. Shipping Board Emergency 
Fleet Corporation and abandoned 
when the war ended.

Many of the 40 vessels were 
unfinished and often converted to 
barges or sold for scrap. Designed 
as steamships, they were nearly 

282 feet long.
Many were eventually 

abandoned in the Neches 
and Sabine rivers near 
Orange in the 1920s. 

THC said the shipwreck 
sites are protected under 

state and federal laws. The latest 
one became visible as a result of 
low water levels in the Neches 
due to drought and the summer 
heat.
Gary Borders is a veteran 
award-winning Texas journalist. 
He published a number of com-
munity newspapers in Texas 
during a 30-year span, includ-
ing in Longview, Fort Stockton, 
Nacogdoches, Lufkin and Cedar 
Park. Email: gborders@texaspress.
com.
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October 13, a salary step increase 
for every teacher (minimum $300 
and possibly more depending on 
years of service), and an increase 
of $25 per month toward the dis-
trict’s medical insurance premium 
contribution for staff. Trustees also 
increased the minimum bus driver 
pay to $22 per hour with related tar-
geted pay adjustments for current 
driving staff.

“We have the very best staff in 
the state, so we’d always like to 
do more,” Board President Forrest 
Collins said. “It has been a very chal-
lenging budget year since we did not 
get the support we were hoping for 
from our state legislature; however, 
we remain committed to support-
ing our staff any way we can. And 

because we have always done as 
much as we could, we are now able 
to stay competitive with staff com-
pensation even in a tough budget 
year.”

The Aledo ISD Board of Trustees 
has had an ongoing commitment 
over the last several years to be 
more competitive with compensa-
tion, which has led to the 
district’s starting teacher 
salary ($60,200 for 2023-
2024) being among the most 
competitive starting salaries 
in the DFW metroplex. Over 
the last six years, trustees 
have approved anywhere 
from a 3% to 7% raise for employees, 
including a 4% raise each of the last 
two years. 

Trustees have also ardent-
ly advocated for Aledo ISD and 
Texas public schools in the Texas 
Legislature. Because of the lack of a 

significant funding increase during 
the most recent legislative session, 
Aledo ISD, like most school districts 
in Texas, passed a deficit budget on 
Monday for the 2023-2024 school 
year. After it became evident over 
the last couple of months that the 
legislature would not be providing 
the expected additional funding, 

AISD began working with all 
campuses and departments 
to decrease their annual 
operational budgets by 10% 
while identifying additional 
savings where possible. The 
reductions will not affect 
staffing or require the elimi-

nation of any programs.
Trustees acknowledged during 

Monday’s special board meeting that 
they could amend the budget if the 
Texas Legislature increases public 
school funding during an upcoming 
special session.

Russ Alan Jones
Russ Alan Jones, 62, passed 

away unexpectedly 
August 23, 2023. 

Russ was born to 
Coy and Dixie Jones 
on September 27, 
1960. After graduating 
from Brownfield High 
School, Russ attended 
South Plains College in 
Levelland, receiving his 
Associate’s Degree in 
Welding Technology.

He continued his studies at 
Angelo State in San Angelo, and 
graduated from Tarleton State 
University in Stephenville in 1988, 
with a BS in Industrial Technology. 
Russ completed graduate stud-
ies at Dallas Baptist University, 
obtaining his MBA in 2000.

Russ’ career in aerospace 
began with LTV, Grand Prairie, 
in 1988, which was eventually 
Vought Aircraft, later merging 
with Northrop Grumman. He 
moved from the Grand Prairie 
plant to the Sector Headquarters 
in Las Colinas. He eventually 
moved to the Lockheed Martin 
plant in Fort Worth, but still 
remained as an employee of 
Northrop Grumman. Russ retired 
as a manufacturing engineer from 
Northrop Grumman on October 
1, 2020. Russ was exceptional-
ly proud of his contributions to 
the B-2 Stealth Bomber, C-17 
Globemaster, and the F-35 Joint 
Strike Fighter. Russ loved his cho-
sen career in aerospace.

Russ enjoyed included any-
thing his daughter was involved 
in or participated in. He was a 
very quick study in the world of 
theatre and musicals, in awe of 
Caitlin’s accomplishments, and 
never prouder than having a per-
manent front row seat to all her 
endeavors and aspirations. He 
loved art of all mediums and was 
an accomplished sculptor. Russ 
gave his time and immense talents 
to family and friends, many the 
recipient of gifts of his own design 
and construction.

Russ was self-taught in numer-
ous areas of his choosing and those 
which would further his assistance 
to others. Russ enjoyed the “art of 
the grill” and Texas High School 
football, specifically his beloved 
Aledo Bearcats. Russ volunteered 
with various organizations. Blood 

donation to Carter Blood Care was 
regularly scheduled and he had 

contributed to various 
blood banks through-
out his adult life.

Russ proudly 
served as ordained dea-
con, first at Hampton 
Road Baptist Church 
in  DeSoto, and later 
First Baptist Church in 
Willow Park. Russ was 
a student of his Bible, 
spending time daily 

in devotional and God’s word. 
During the past years Russ found 
joy in West Texas, enjoying the 
wide-open spaces, photograph-
ing and sharing pictures with 
his “community.” It was there he 
completely refurbished his father-
in-law’s 1953 Ferguson tractor. 
Russ also previously completed 
the task of total restoration of his 
dad’s 1961 Ford F-100.

Russ and Pamela married 
March 10, 1984. They enjoyed 39 
years of life, marriage, and travel 
in the U.S. and to numerous for-
eign countries.

Russ is survived by his wife, 
Pamela, of Aledo, and daugh-
ter and son-in-law, Caitlin and 
Preston Isham of Fort Worth; his 
mother, Dixie Jones of Brownfield; 
brother, Dr. Matt Jones (Sherry) 
of Tyler; sister, Martha Everheart 
(Clay) of Bronte; and brother, Walt 
Jones (Kim), of Arlington. Russ 
is also survived by four nephews 
and one niece. In addition, survi-
vors include two uncles, Loman 
(Lavoy) Jones of Levelland, John 
(Fran) Jones of Tyler, mother-in-
law, Edith Muncy of Floydada,and 
sister-in-law, Penny Giesecke and 
husband, Mike of Floydada.

 .A visitation and memo-
rial service was held Thursday, 
August 31, at Aledo United 
Methodist Church. Burial will be 
Monday, September 4 at Floydada 
Cemetery. 

Memorials may be made to 
Brownfield United Methodist 
Church (Brownfield, Texas), 
The Firehouse Theatre (Farmers 
Branch, Texas), First Baptist 
Church Music Ministry (Floydada, 
Texas) and Floydada Cemetery 
Association (Floydada, Texas). 
Please consider a blood donation 
to a bank of your choice.
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When we give up our principles 
for the sake of winning, we have lost.

Based on the evidence I have 
seen, there should be a trial. And if 
Paxton is found guilty, it makes no 
sense to attack those who voted to 
hold him accountable.

I am a Sunday morning talk 
show junkie. Hulu dutifully records 
Fox News Sunday, Meet the Press, 
and This Week with George 
Stephanopoulos (although it should 
be called “This week Without George 
Stephanopoulos” since he is not on 
the show more than he is).

I find it interesting that when 
Democrats are questioned about 
Hunter Biden, somehow Donald 
Trump’s name comes up in the 
answer. Likewise, when Republicans 
are asked about Donald Trump, 
Hunter Biden’s name ends up in the 
answer.

So let me just say that if you 
can’t defend Donald Trump 
without bringing up Hunter 
Biden, you can’t defend him.

And if you can’t defend 
Hunter Biden without bring-
ing up Donald Trump, you 
can’t defend him.

And if you are a political party 
person, let me just explain to you 

that this is why your political party 
is now either second or third place 
behind independents.

The general public, many of 
whom may not tune into politics but 
once every two or four years, can still 
see the hypocrisy at work — and they 
don’t want any part of it.

So I would just leave you 
with this: if you truly want 
to build your party, and not 
just win elections, then it 
is incumbent upon you to 
demand candidates who 
have the moral authority to 

lead before you grant them the polit-
ical opportunity to do so.

living in the community, I do not 
have any interest or business with 
1882 Partners, nor do I stand to bene-
fit financially from anything they do.”

Shelter skelter
Dr. Susan Bohn, Superintendent 

of Aledo ISD, was on hand during 
the meeting to discuss a proposed 
amendment to the 2015 International 
Building Code dealing with storm 
shelter requirements. 

Specifically, under the current 
statute the school district would be 
required to build another storm shel-
ter on the Aledo High School campus 
due to the renovations approved 

during the bond election earlier this 
spring. However, as Bohn pointed 
out, the renovations made to the 
high school will not increase student 
capacity. The project will just create 
usable spaces for various clubs and 
teams where spaces do not currently 
exist. 

She also stated the bond does not 
provide funding for the construction 
of additional shelters, which 
cost double per square foot of 
any other structure.

Over the course of the 
dialogue, Place 3 Council 
Member Shawna Ford stated 
her primary concern is that if 
the amendment is approved, 
it will not stand for just this specific 
project. Her concern is that future 
buildings of similar size will be able 

to get by without providing adequate 
sheltering space in the event of a sig-
nificant storm.

Mayor Pro Tem and Place 4 
Council Member Nelson Rowls 
expressed a similar sentiment. He 
stated he would not know how he 
could handle it if a significant weath-
er event led to the deaths of students 
if he chose the option of saving money 

over saving lives.

Council Member Shane 
Davis for Place 1 motioned to 
table the discussion, pending 
the district providing further 
information regarding cur-
rent shelters and procedures 

to ensure students and faculty have 
adequate sheltering space available in 
the event of severe weather.
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More events can be found at www.community-news.com/calendar

SEPTEMBER 2

Ironmen Breakfast
Join Ironmen Breakfast
Breakfast on Saturday, 
September 2, from 8-10 
a.m. at Parker County 
Cowboy Church, for fellow-
ship for the men.Join Rick 
and the “Baconators” for a 
meal & a message!
Come hungry and bring a 
friend!

SEPTEMBER 7 

Movie Time at Harvest 
- Disney’s Swiss Family 
Robinson
Join us for Movie Time 
at Harvest - Disney’s 
Swiss Family Robinson on 
Thursday, September 7th 
for two showings: 1 p.m. and 
3 p.m.

 
Join us for an afternoon 
of tropical island adven-
ture and family fun as we 
show Disney’s 1960 classic 
Swiss Family Robinson in 
the Harvest Theater.
Sit back, relax, and enjoy 
tropical-themed refresh-
ments and snacks.
Limited Seating - RSVP 
Required: Call to reserve 
your seat at either 1:00 or 
3:00 pm showing.
RSVP to 682-900-2338

SEPTEMBER 16

Morningstar 5k Color Run
Join us for the 1st annu-
al 5K Color Run and 1 
mile Fun Run Fundraiser 
from 8 - 10 a,m. on 
Saturday, September 16.  
All proceeds go to Aledo 
Children’s AdvoCats!
Come walk or run and have 
some fun!
Hosted by Riverside 
Homebuilders. 
Registration Fees (after 
August 15th):
• 5K: $35.00
• Fun Run: $25.00
Info and sign up: https://
bit.ly/3K3MgBn
 
OCTOBER 7

Aledo UMC Lord’s Acre 
Fall Festival
Join this fun annual event 

from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. on 
Saturday, October 7, at Aledo 
United Methodist @ 100 
Pecan St in Aledo, Tx for 
a day full of fun, vendors, 
food, a Kid’s Zone, a Country 
Kitchen, Silent & Live 
Auction, and much more!

OCTOBER 21

ALEDO-FEST  
will be on Saturday, 
October 21, from 1 - 5 p.m. 
at Aledo High School’s 
south parking lots, 1000 
Bailey Ranch Road
This year’s event will fea-
ture live music and many 
activities for kids of all ages! 
Meet your local businesses 
at the many vendor booths, 
do some gift shopping and 
early holiday finds, and get a 
little something for yourself! 
Come hungry for a variety 
of food trucks on-site for 
good eats & autumn treats!
For questions or more infor-
mation, please contact Deana 
McMullen, City Secretary, 
at City Hall: 817-441-7016, 
or cell/text: 817-829-4024, 
email, or visit Aledo City Hall.

54  7th signs
      of the zodiac
55  “if ___  _____
      me you’ll be
      sorry”
58  what most Texas 
      college students 
      have (2 wds.)
59  “heavy” Cameron
      AM station
60  integrated circuit
      clock (abbr.)
61  TX Mary Kay
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ACROSS

DOWN

   1  TXism: “he’s still 
      got some snap in 
      his garters”
  5  squeezin’ snakes
  6  TXism: “it’s near   
      ‘____” (approximate)
  7  Texas veggie:
      fried ____
  8  golf or football prop
  9  TXism: “bone
      _______”
      (cemetery)
16  TXism: “got a mind
      like a steel ____”
18  Hawaiian dance
      attire (2 wds.)
21  TX Don Henley’s
      “All She Wants __
      Do Is Dance” 
22  TXism: “working
      between ____”
      (night work)
23  once a brand of
      GMC cars
24  Crowell High School
      football (2 wds.)
30  TXism: “behind 
      the _____  ____”
      (predicament)
34  TX Chandra Wilson
      was __ Miranda
      Bailey on “Grey’s
      Anatomy”
35  small, narrow river
36  Gulf canvas
37  Amarillo’s “Big
      Texan” features a
      72-_____ steak
39  TX George H.W.’s 
      NASA director
      (2 wds.)
43  cowboys ____  _
      buckle on their belt

  1  Texas birth town
      of Willie Nelson
  2  northernmost
      Texas town
  3  Grace Noll Crowell
      was a Texas 
      poet ________
  4  TXism: “como ___” 
      (how are ya?)
  9  TX Holly’s “__, Boy”
10  stealing cattle

44  party infl atable
45  sodium symbol
46  TXism: “just a ____ 
      in the bucket”
47  UT has original manu-
      script of E.M. Forster’s  
      “Passage __  _____”
49  former Texas honky tonk
      used in “Urban Cowboy” 
52  Ranger Eovaldi stat. 
53  UT’s Benton directed  
      “Kramer __ Kramer”

11  honky tonk, e.g.
12  Dallas’ Rosewood
      developed Hawaii’s
      ____ Maui Resort 
13  TXism: “__  ____  
      as a sluggish turtle”
14  founder of famous
      TX King Ranch (init.)
15  TXism: “shin___”
      (big dance)
17  “rash” vine? (2 wds.)
19  disaster relief
      organization (2 wds.)
20  you’re apt __  ____
      what you sow
24  35th governor,
      Coke (init.)
25  former Ford model
26  Semitic person

27  TX Ted Cruz group
28  Gulf traveler
29  pilot Earhart
31  TXism for “female”
32  TXism: “he ___
      out” (concealed)
33  in Jones County
      on highway 6
38  TXism: “____  _
      soul” (no one)

40  ___ Chaney is a
      San Antonio street
41  Lee Greenwood
      hit: “___ Bless 
      the USA”
42  spread near 
      Albany (2 wds.)
48  “_  ____ in the tub”
50  West Texas animal:
      mountain ____
51  Luling Watermelon
      Thump once had a
      melon that weighed
      88 of these (abbr.)
56  extreme adjective
57  TXism for old,
      senile men
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EVENT SUBMISSIONS
Send event submissions to events@community-news.com. 
Please include time, date, and place of the event, a short description, and phone/
email for obtaining further information, with photos, graphics, or flyers.

Matt Morris
817-529-5325 

matt@gusbates.com

Proud to 
Support the Aledo 

Bearcats

Securities offered through Kestra Investment Services, LLC (Kestra IS), member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through Kestra 
Advisory Services, LLC (Kestra AS), an affi liate of Kestra IS. Kestra IS and Kestra AS are not affi liated with Gus Bates Insurance & Investments. 

817-732-4419
www.sarahmorrisdds.comEMPLOYEE BENEFITS, PROPERTY & CASUALTY, 

RETIREMENT PLAN SERVICES
FAMILY DENTISTRY WHERE HONESTY & INTEGRITY MATTER!

State of the Art Sterilization Room
Invisalign and Zoom! Whitening

Massage Chairs and HDTV
Water Purification System

2551 River Park Dr. Suite 201 · Fort Worth, TX 76116

Support Services provided by 
Careity Foundation

MEET OUR
ANCER-FIGHTING
ROCK ST RS

Talha Riaz, MD Medical Oncologist/Hematologist | Aaron Laine, MD, PhD Radiation Oncologist

WWW.THECENTERTX.COM | 817.759.7000
Weatherford

FORT WORTH CENTRAL CAMPUS • FORT WORTH SOUTHWEST • ARLINGTON
WEATHERFORD • BURLESON • GRANBURY • MINERAL WELLS • STEPHENVILLE

NOTICE OF HEARING TO VOTE
ON TAX INCREASE

A tax rate of $0.383113 per $100 valuation has been proposed by the governing body of CITY OF ALEDO.

PROPOSED TAX RATE  $0.383113 per $100

NO-NEW-REVENUE TAX RATE  $0.318911 per $100

VOTER-APPROVAL TAX RATE  $0.383113 per $100

The no-new-revenue tax rate is the tax rate for the 2023 tax year that will raise the same amount of 
property tax revenue for CITY OF ALEDO from the same properties in both the 2022 tax year and the 
2023 tax year.

The voter-approval rate is the highest tax rate that CITY OF ALEDO may adopt without holding an elec-
tion to seek voter approval of the rate.

The proposed tax rate is greater than the no-new-revenue tax rate. This means that CITY OF ALEDO is 
proposing to increase property taxes for the 2023 tax year.

A PUBLIC HEARING TO VOTE ON THE PROPOSED TAX RATE WILL BE HELD ON September 21, 2023 
AT 06:00 pm AT ALEDO COMMUNITY CENTER, 104 ROBINSON COURT, ALEDO, TX 76008.

The proposed tax rate is not greater than the voter-approval tax rate. As a result, CITY OF ALEDO is not 
required to hold an election to seek voter approval of the rate. However, you may express your support 
for or opposition to the proposed tax rate by contacting the members of the Aledo City Council of CITY 
OF ALEDO at their offices or by attending the public hearing mentioned above.

YOUR TAXES OWED UNDER ANY OF THE RATES MENTIONED ABOVE CAN BE CALCULATED AS 
FOLLOWS:

Property tax amount= (tax rate) x (taxable value of your property)/100

FOR the proposal: Mayor Pro Tem Nelson Rowls  Summer Jones
 Shawna Ford    Christian Pearson
 Shane Davis
AGAINST the proposal: None
PRESENT and not voting: Mayor Nick Stanley

ABSENT:  None

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which you can easily 
access information regarding your property taxes, including information about proposed tax rates and 
scheduled public hearings of each entity that taxes your property.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is calculated to 
limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

The following table compares the taxes imposed on the average residence homestead by CITY OF 
ALEDO last year to the taxes proposed to be imposed on the average residence homestead by CITY OF 
ALEDO this year.

2022 2023 Change

Total tax rate (per $100 of value) $0.383113 $0.383113 increase of 0.000000, or 
0.00%

Average homestead taxable value $345,275 $400,207 increase of 54,932, or 
15.91%

Tax on average homestead $1,322.79 $1,533.25 increase of 210.46, or 
15.91%

Total tax levy on all properties $2,351,824 $2,910,297 increase of 558,473, or 
23.75%

For assistance with tax calculations, please contact the tax assessor for CITY OF ALEDO at 817-596-
0077 or parkercad@parkercad.org, or visit www.parkercad.org for more information.

https://www.community-news.com/calendar/
http://www.thecentertx.com
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Classifieds
JOB LISTINGS

WAREHOUSE WORKER/
DELIVERY
Must be able to drive a 
front loader; Organizational 
skills, Scheduling Deliveries, 
Receiving, Maintaining 
warehouse, counting inven-
tory, basic janitorial duties, 
Handyman skills a plus, Basic 
hand tool and power tool use, 
Basic problem solving skills, 
Basic math skills, $16.00 
an hour - Monday - Friday 
7:30-4:30. Email: cody@tex-
as-lighting.com or catherine@
thegalleryoflights.com
 
SALES REPRESENTATIVE
2 years in B2B sales and or 
Retail Sales; Must be able to 
read a tape measure; Basic 
Math Skills; Able to read blue-
prints (will train); Excellent 
Customer Service Skill; 
Organizational Skills a must; 
Eye for design; Lighting experi-
ence a plus( but not necessary 
will train for the right candi-
date; Knowledge in the build-
ing industry a plus( but will 
train for the right candidate; 
Hourly rate of $16.00 hr plus 
commissions; Email: dana@
texas-lighting.com or cather-
ine@thegalleryoflights.com

SERVICES
PAINTING: Let my 50 years 
experience work for you. We 
do interior and exterior res-
idential and custom home 
painting. Bobby McWilliams 
817-821-6377

BALLOON DECORATIONS 
for any Event: Weddings, 
Corporate, Baby Showers, 
Grand Openings, Birthdays, 
Anniversaries, Quinceaneras. 
CALL Sally 817-484-8353

Business Cards

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
SERVICE AND REPAIR • LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

817-441-8633
• • NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS • •

817-443-9733
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR
LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

• COMPOSITION SHINGLES
• WOOD SHINGLES
• NEW ROOFS • REROOFS
• REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 • mobile (817) 996-2726

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

Insurance Claims Handled

Free 

Estim
ates

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor 

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100  
Aledo, TX 76008  
Bus. 817-441-4108 • Fax 800-656-0301 
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com 
www.edwardjones.com

Thousands of Lifelong Customers.

With the same name and number since 1973, Billy Harris Roofing is here before, during and after the Texas 
storms. Billy Harris Roofing has had the same crews since 1992 which has paved the way to 10 consecutive 

Angie’s List Super Service Awards since 2006. Billy Harris Roofing prides itself on quality... not quantity! 
Give the experts a call today and find out for yourself why thousands of life-long customers 

have put their trust in Billy Harris Roofing • 817-249-3338 • www.billyharris-roofi ng.com

817-249-3338 Same Crews Since 1992

Same Name & Number Since 1973
Previous Awards 
from 2006 to 2015

Vanity Tops                                           Tubs 
Whirlpool Tubs                         Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE
2927 Greenlee Park Trail

Weatherford, Texas 76088

  817-341-8970
Natural Granite  •  Solid Surface  •  Silestone

5 & 6 Inch Seamless Gutters • Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial • New & Repair

ROSS GUTTERS
In Business Since 1995

Office: 817-565-4658
Talk and text 817-771-9661

FREE SPLASH BLOCKS FOR A LIMITED TIME

Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

(817) 249-2028

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t

Ken Hartman, Proprietor

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry 
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

Hearing
Care Center
4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702
Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre
Phone: 817.263.1971

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
CHAPPELL

Operated by a subsidary  
of NRT, LLC

KIMBERLY MEYER, 
ABR, CRS, GRI

REALTOR®

Cell (817) 929-0347
kimberly.meyer@cbdfw.com

5924 Convair Drive #420  
Fort Worth, TX 76109
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PUBLIC NOTICE

THE TOWN OF ANNETTA, 
TEXAS WILL HOLD A 
PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE 
PROPOSED OPERATING 
BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2023-2024 AT THE REGULAR 
ANNETTA CITY COUNCIL 
MEETING ON THURSDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 21, 2023 AT 
7:00 P.M. AT THE ANNETTA 
TOWN HALL, 450 THUNDER 
HEAD LANE.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON BUDGET

Notice is hereby given that the City Council of the City of Aledo, 
Texas will hold a public hearing on Thursday, September 21, 2023 at 
6:00 p.m. at the Aledo Community Center, Aledo, Texas for discus-
sion on the Fiscal Year 2023-2024 proposed budget. 

This public hearing is open to the public and citizens are invited to 
participate in this public hearing.

This is to certify this notice of meeting for posted on the official city 
hall bulletin board located to the left of the front doors of Building B 
at City Hall.

 

 

Deana McMullen, City Secretary     Date Posted: 8/30/2023

DAY 1
Auction STARTS @ 9:07am | Live 
ON-SITE and ONLINE bidding on 
LOTS 1-72 Thursday @ 11:01am: 
Metal Storage Containers, Portable Building, 
Trucks, Tractors, Backhoe, Mowers, Trailers, 
Fuel Tanks, Boat & Motors, Field Implements, 
Generators, Propane Tanks, Welders & 
Accessories, 4-Post Car Lift, Floor Jacks Engine 
Stand, Shop Tools, Work Tables, Tool Boxes, 
Hand Tools, Shelving, Pallet Racks, Lots of 
Plate Steel & Metal, Pipe, Lumber, Winches, 
Pet Pens, Old Vehicles for Restoration, 
Vehicle Parts, Sprayers and Fishing Gear 

Auctioneer’s Note: KG and Judy have been collecting unique and rare items for many years,
there are 1000’s and 1000’s of pieces. Follow us on Facebook for updates or our website

for pictures and more info at www.chuppsauction.com
DON’T  MISS  THIS  2-DAY  AUCTION!  It’s going to be EPIC!

CHUPPS AUCTION & REAL ESTATE
Stan Chupp (918) 638-1157

Dale Chupp, Realtor, Coldwell Banker Neokla Select (918) 630-0495
Jonathan Miller (918) 237-7582

>>>  Running 2 - 3 Rings Both Days  <<<
50+ GUNS WILL SELL ON FRIDAY 

Register at chuppsauction.com for Online Bidding

OWNERS: KG & JUDY PARHAM  •  DON’T MISS THIS ONCE IN A LIFETIME AUCTION!

COLLECTOR’S
2 DAY AUCTION

Thursday, September 14, 2023 
& Friday, September 15, 2023

 STARTS @ 9:07 AM
Address: 452021 E. 320 Rd., Afton, OK 74331

DAY 2
Auction STARTS @ 9:07am | Live ON-
SITE and ONLINE bidding on LOTS 
73-171 Thursday @ 11:01am | GUN 
+ RIFLE COLLECTION LOTS 301-349 
FRIDAY @ 2:01pm: 50+ Guns, Ammo 
& Accessories, Pedal Cars, Framed Art, Fine 
Jewelry, All Household Items, Statues & Signed 
Figures, Arrowheads, Antiques, Lots of Ladies & 
Men’s Hats, Huge Variety of Vintage Items and 
Collectibles | RARE COLLECTION OF 30+ 
RIFLES! Winchester, Henry, Benjamin 
Franklin and More! Most Rifles in this 

Collection PreDate 1890

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

TexSCAN Week of 
Sept. 3-9, 2023

ACREAGE
LAND FOR SALE. Hunting, recreational, retire-
ment. Hill Country, Trans Pecos regions in South 
Texas. 30-year fixed rate, owner financing, 5% down. 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com. 800-876-9720.

AUCTION
Collector’s 2 Day Auction – Thurs., Sept. 14 & Fri., 
Sept. 15, 2023. Starts at 9:07 a.m., online and on-site 
bidding, 452021 E. 320 Rd., Afton, OK 74331. 50+ 
guns will sell on Friday. Metal storage containers, por-
table building, trucks, tractors, backhoe, guns, ammo & 
accessories, art, fine jewelry and much more. Chupps 
Auction & Real Estate, www.chuppsauction.com, 
(918) 638-1157.

5.45+/- Ac w/I-10 Frontage, Columbus, TX, I-10 
and Alleyton Road. 5.45+/- acres of commercial 
land, highly visible off of I-10 with approx. 50,000 
cars passing each day. Located just an hour from 
Houston. Well and septic onsite. Bid Online Only 
Sept. 18 - 20 at auctionnetwork.com. 800-801-8003, 
williamsauction.com/TX.

ENERGY
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE Quote. Call 
now before the next power outage: 1-855-704-8579.

OIL & GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

PETS & LIVESTOCK
Use Happy Jack® DD-33 on dogs & cats to kill fleas 
and deer ticks on contact.  Biodegradeable!  At Tractor 
Supply® (www.happyjackinc.com)

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do not 
wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental Information Kit 
with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 www.dental50plus.
com/txpress #6258

  WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

NEED EXTRA CASH !!! ???

Travel Trai lers l 5th Wheels   
Goosenecks l Bumper Pulls  

In Any Area!!!  Any Condition!!!
Old/New !!!    Dirty or Clean !!!

I PAY CA$H    956-466-7001
No Title – No Problem – We Can Apply For One

ANR Enterprises

I BUY RVs & 
MOBILE HOMEs

MEMBER 2023
TEXAS  

PRESS  

ASSOCIATION

Leave  Leave  
your  your  
card!card!

For info about advertising on the  
Business Card Page, call 817-441-7661.

P.O. Box 1031, Aledo, TX • 817-441-7661 
www.community-news.com

The 
CommuniTy news

MEMBER 
2023

TEXAS PRESS 
ASSOCIATION

http://www.edwardjones.com
http://www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
http://www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer
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Over millions of years, 
layers of rock build 
    up, burying—and 
            preserving—
                  fossils.

Different layers of rocks 
were formed at different 
times in the earth’s history. 
This chart, called a 
stratigraphic column, 
can help you discover in 
which kinds of rocks T. rex 
fossils could be found.

For amazing facts 
about Sue, visit: 
fieldmuseum.org/

blog/sue-t-rex

Below is a drawing of Sue—the 
largest, most complete and best 
preserved fossil of a Tyrannosaurus 
rex ever found.

Why is this T. rex 
named Sue?

Think I look good 
now? You should 
have seen 
me about 
67 million 
years 
ago!

Because it was found by Sue 
Hendrickson. She found the 
fossilized bones of this amazing 
T. rex in the summer of 1990 when 
she was a fossil hunter for the 
    Black Hills Institute of 
          Geological Research in Hill 
             City, South Dakota.

How did Sue 
�nd this fossil?
“I was pretty lucky,” 
remembers Sue. “But 
it does take more than 
just luck,” she admits. 
Sue Hendrickson also 
knew the right kind of 
rock to explore.

Fossil Hunters 
Know Rocks

Apply what you 
learned from the 
stratigraphic column 
to figure out where 
in this map you 
would look for 
dinosaur fossils.

Where would 
you look?

Standards Link: 
Spelling: Put words in 

alphabetic order.

Look through 
the newspaper 
and find 5 or 

more adjectives 
that would 

describe the 
T. rex called 
Sue. Put the 
adjectives in 
ABC order.

Standards Link: 
Earth Science: Students 
know that fossils provide 

evidence about the animal 
that lived long ago.

Time Rock Layer Description
Mudstone—�ood 
plain deposit, contains 
mammal fossils

Paleocene
56 to 65 million 
years ago

Sandstone—river 
deposit

Shale—deep ocean 
deposit, contains 
ammonites, mosasaurs 
and plesiosaurs

Cretaceous
66 to 144 million 
years ago

Chalk—ocean deposit, 
contains marine 
reptiles

Jurassic
145 to 199 
million years ago

Sandstone—river 
deposit

Triassic
200 to 251 
million years ago

Limestone—shallow 
ocean deposit, 
contains shells

Paleozoic
252 to 541 
million years ago

•  Color layers that could include T. rex 
   fossils BLUE.
•  Color layers that do not contain T. rex fossils 
   because they were deposited under an ocean 
   YELLOW.

Stratigraphic Map & Geologic Map © The Field Museum, Chicago

In North America, 
Tyrannosaurus rex lived 

between 66 to 90 million years 
ago. They did not have wings 

to �y or �ns to swim.

© 2023 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Je� Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 39, No. 40

Dinosaur 
Obituaries

Write an obituary about a 
favorite dinosaur.

Fossil is a noun that means 
the remains of a living animal 

or plant from long ago.

FOSSIL

Try to use the word fossil 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

Sue was excited when she 
found the fossil of the T-Rex.

This week’s word:

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

ANSWER: A dino-sour.Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Identify main idea 
and supporting details in a newspaper article.

Look through the newspaper for an article 
that tells about a new discovery. Read the 
article and then identify who, what, when, 
where, why and how.

News of Discovery
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COLUMN
MILLION
PRESERVED
SWIM
SPECIMENS
SURFACE
ROCKS
WINGS
FOSSILS
SOFT
BONES
HIGH
BLUE
SUE

The first T. rex specimen was found in 1900. Since then, only a 
handful of ________ that are more than half complete have been 
discovered. Sue’s skeleton is 90 percent complete. Sue is the 
largest, most ___________, and 
best preserved  T. rex ever found.

Most of Sue’s bones are in excellent 
condition and have a high ______ of 
surface detail. Sixty-seven million 
years after her death, it is still possible 
to see fine ______ showing where 
________, tendons and 
other soft tissues rested 
against, or attached to, 
the bone.

The Importance of Sue

Standards Link: Life Science: Students know some kinds of 
organisms that once lived on Earth have completely disappeared.

Copyright 
© The Field 

Museum

Sue swiped some words 
out of this story. Can you 
�gure out where each 
one belongs?

skeletons

complete

degre
e

details

muscles

With hundreds of topics, every 
Kid Scoop  printable activity pack 
features six-to-seven pages of 
high-interest extra learning 
activities for home and 
school! Get your free 
sample today at:

Follow these steps to draw 
a dinosaur. Have a family 

member try, too!

Draw lightly, 
you can erase 

this later!
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HIGH SPEED INTERNET
SPEEDING IS ENCOURAGED 
CALL CIRRA NETWORKS TODAY

(817) 259-1100  |  www.cirranet.net

JOB #: FWS-22258 GUG ALEDO COMMUNITY NEWS 

COLOR INFO: CYMK       SIZE: 5.75” X 10.5”    BLEED: NONE

FOR TICKETS, GO TO 
COWTOWNCOLISEUM.COM

FORTWORTHSTOCKYARDS.COM 
@STOCKYARDSSTATION 

 @FWSYSTATION

SPONSORED BY

LABOR DAY WEEKENDLABOR DAY WEEKEND
Gi�y Up & GO

PBR STOCKYARDS SHOWCASE
THURSDAY, AUGUST 31  |  7:30PM  |  COWTOWN COLISEUM

Bull riding at its best

BULLS, BANDS & BARRELS
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 2  |  7PM  |  COWTOWN COLISEUM

Featuring Tanner Usrey

THREE CHAMPIONSHIP RODEOS
FREE KID FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 1 | 7:30 PM | COWTOWN COLISEUM 

FAMILY SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 2 | 1:30PM | COWTOWN COLISEUM
FAMILY SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 3 | 1:30PM | COWTOWN COLISEUM

Shiner Keg 
Lawn Party

$5 Bock & Blonde 16 oz. 
drafts all weekend!

Yellow Rose by 
Kendra Scott

Thursday through Monday

Get a Free
Anniversary Bandana!

Join the Stockyards 
Heritage Club!

(817) 835-5000
www.ftwccu.org

Open to those who live, work, or 
attend school in Tarrant, Denton, 

Parker, and Johnson Counties.

Visit us today at
1911 S. Main St. 

Weatherford’s #1 Family Credit Union 

from Arlington — she drove all this 
way to see me with the robe.”

Following her remarks, Pastor 
Boot (Gay’s husband, Rolf Larson) 
handed Larson her scepter and her 
orb. Miller said the scepter was 
made from an upside-down candle 
tree. The head of the scepter was 
made from the roots of the tree.

After fitting Larson with her 
robe, Miller administered the oath: 
“Do you solemnly promise and 
swear to nurture gardens and teach 
of the gardens?”

“I love to tell people about gar-
dens. Yes,” Larson replied.

Testimonials
After the coronation members of 

the audience were given the oppor-
tunity to tell their favorite stories 
about Mother Nature.

Husband Rolf told the group 
that he had been a registered rep-
resentative of the New York Stock 
Exchange for 25 years before retir-
ing. Spending his time assisting 
Gay in her gardening endeavors, 
Rolf was eventually made an hon-
orary member of the Parker County 
Master Gardeners.

“When Gay and I wake up every 
morning, there is always something 
that has to be done,” Rolf said. “And 
we do it and at night when we go to 
bed, usually the last thing is we turn 
the water off.”

“We always say we did whether 
we did or not,” he quipped. “But 
we always have some project going 
on. Gay and I have just become so 
much closer in working physically 
together. We sit on the back porch 
a lot and we talk about how blessed 
we are. God's loved us. We don't 
know why he loved us in spite of 
who we are and what we do. He 
loves us so much.”

That Larson has made a dif-
ference in may lives was evident 
when other master gardeners rose 
to speak on her behalf.

Ellen Woodward spoke about 
Larson going to their 4-H group in 
1996 where Woodward’s daughter 

was a member. They propagated 
some oleanders in the group and 
planted one next to the house.

In 2005 Larson went to visit when 
Woodward became a master garden-
er. She showed Larson the oleander, 
remarking that it died out every year 
when it froze and left an ugly root.

“She said 'take that sucker out!’ 
Woodward remarked. “So I just love 
that she knows you know what to 
do. And she's not afraid to take 
something out even though I was 
attached to it. You can trust what-
ever advice she may give. But I will 
have to say for me, Gay is more than 
a gardening friend. She is Jesus 
with skin. And you can always call 
her up. And she's got great advice 
and great wisdom.”

Aledo Mayor Nick Stanley was 
next, proclaiming “the 23rd day of 
August 2023 as the coronation day 
of crowning Mrs. Gay Larsen as 
Mother Nature in the City of Aledo.”

Stanley point-
ed out all the work 
Larson and the mas-
ter gardeners had 
done to beautify 
Aledo City Hall, the 
Aledo Community 
Center, and her week-
ly work at the Union 
Gospel Mission in 
Fort Worth.

“The giving of 
oneself and ser-
vice to one another 
empowers the giver 
and the recipient,” 
Stanley said in his 
proclamation.

Annetta Mayor Sandy Roberts 
likewise spoke of Larson’s work for 
the Town of Annetta.

“When I joined city council, I 
guess it's been five years ago, I was 
invited to participate in Bearcat  101. 
And I had this harebrained idea 
because August is our Monarch 
Awareness Month and so we need 
the master gardeners to you know, 
come there and help us talk about 
this,” Roberts said. “And I think we 
did barely a phone call and Gay 
brought the entourage and every-
thing — and every year we don't 
even have to ask, she's on automatic. 

She participates with me every year 
people come up to our table now 
they're like, ‘so are you just educating 
us on butterflies?’ It's like, No, we're 
really the town of Annetta!’ So thank 
you for always giving, thank you for 
always educating, and thank you for 
doing what you do.”

Emotional thanks
Some of the testimonials were a 

bit emotional, as in the help recalled 
by Larson’s neighbor, Holly Stene. 
She recalled moving to the neigh-
borhood and losing several rose 
bushes to rose rosette.

“So in a panic I called Gay and I 
said can you go tell me what's going 
on in my yard? And so she said 
'you're gonna have to dig them up 
and don't ever plant another rose 
there in its place,’” Stene recalled.

Later that day they had lunch 
together and Larson provid-
ed advice about the landscaping 

around the house.
“And it was just so 

sweet that she took 
time out of her day to 
come have lunch with 
us and tell us all about 
the plants,’ Stene said.

“While that was 
happening Grandaddy 
Boot was on the drive-
way with sidewalk 
chalk drawing with 
her daughter,” Larson 
recalled.

The Larsons also 
maintain the entrance 
to Deer Creek off of Old 

Annetta Road, and Stene referenced 
that in her remarks: “it's such a nice 
place to turn in every day when you 
come home and see all all the work 
that they've done and I echo what 
Ellen said about you are Jesus with 
skin and it's spiritual wisdom that 
you can get from both of you.”

Annetta City Secretary Jamee 
Long recalled the Larsons helping 
beautify Town Hall and putting up 
Christmas lights.

Christi Huntington spoke about 
the times became a master garden-
er in 2009 under Larson’s tutelage. 
Huntington had small twins at the 
time.

“She's just been a huge part of my 
life,” Huntington said. “My grand-
mother always said, you know, if 
you do something you love, you'll 
never work a day in your life. And 
there have been times that Gay has 
been like, ‘can you please give me 
that shovel because I want to go do 
that for you.’” 

“It takes guts to be a master gar-
dener and to have small children,” 
Larson said.

Lynda McCartney recalled her 
intro gardening class when she had 
only been in the community a short 
time.

“I remember I kept on hearing 
the name Gay Larson. And it was 
spoken with reverence and awe. 
That's how it came across to me. I 
couldn't figure out who this lady is. 
So I think I went over to introduce 
myself to her one day and I was 
trying to get my intern volunteer 
hours in so she let me work here in 
this this area on the off days because 
I had Bible study on Wednesdays,” 
McCartney said.

She also referred to “the 
guy who had been following 
her around. Gay and Rolf, 
they're lovely people. And I 
cannot think of a nicer thing 
for Cat to do than to honor 
her this way.”

Jay Kingston, Texas A&M 
Agrilife Extension Agent for Parker 
County, said “if you want to an 
example of how to be kind-hearted 
and compassionate with a passion 
for gardening” that Gay would fit 
the description. Larson was one 
of the 12 people who started the 
Parker County Master Gardeners.

“I think we see that the founda-
tion that was laid for our group was 
strong, and it's, because of you and 
your coworkers,” Kingston said.

Sharon Nice, a Tarrant County 
Master Gardener from Arlington, 
recalled working with Larson years 
ago.

“We were Master Gardeners 
when my husband passed away, and 
I came and started working at the 
mission,” Nice said. “And then it 
turned out to be fun, wonderful, 
beautiful friend.”

Others spoke as well to honor 
Gay Larson, but Master Gardener 
Terri Stokes summed up the event 
nicely at the end: “She's such a 
beautiful example of what a woman 

can be in this world. And 
how you can be there for 
your community. So, thank 
you for all you're doing. 
Thank you for being such 
a beautiful example for all 
of us.”

NATURE
from page A1

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Annetta Mayor Sandy Roberts showed her appreciation for Gay Larson's 
efforts on behalf of Monarch butterflies.

She’s such 
a beautiful 
example 
of what a 
woman can 
be in this 
world.

Sharon Nice

http://www.ftwccu.org


Ok, I admit it. Going into the 
Aledo Bearcats’ football season open-
er against Dallas Parish Episcopal 
Friday, Aug. 24 at Buchanan Stadium, 
I was expecting a close game.

And it was - for all of a half 
quarter.

Then, Davhon Keys returned an 
interception 27 yards for a touch-
down to put the Bearcats up 22-7 and 
for all intents and purposes the game 
was over. Sure, the final score was 
50-35, Aledo, but that was, let’s just 
say, deceptive.

“I thought someone was chasing 
me. I was peaking around and saw no 
one there. It was sweet,” Keys said of 
his TD.

To put it bluntly, there was a better 
chance of me beating Hauss Hejny 
in a footrace than Parish Episcopal, 
let’s call them DPE for short, had of 
stopping the Bearcats once they got 
rolling. For those of you who may not 
know, Hejny, the Bearcats quarter-
back, is one of the fastest high school 
runners in the state.

He could probably beat me - and 
most of you also, so don’t laugh - with 
one foot tied up and hopping 100 
yards. 

In fact, with the exception of the 
fine performance by Panthers quar-
terback Sawyer Anderson and his 
top two receivers, Carson Darby and 
Hutch Crow, it seemed the entire 
DPE offense was playing that way. 
Actually, the defense, too, for the 
most part.

This wasn’t a season opener against 
a team that won a couple games last 
season. DPE is the four-time defend-
ing Texas Association of Private and 
Parochial Schools Division I state 
champion.

The Panthers came into the con-
test having lost all of four games the 
past four seasons, and their 46 wins 
included last year’s 24-17 victory at 
home against the Bearcats, a game 
they led 24-3 and which included a 
number of these same Aledo players.

Including Keys and Hejny.
“I think the difference was the 

preparation,” said Keys, an LSU com-
mit who ended the night with two 
interceptions. “This year we knew 
what Parish could do. I think having 
more experience this year played a 

It’s early, 
but Bearcats 

already 
look like 

champions

Rick Mauch
sports@community-news.com

Look at it This Way

Sports September 1, 2023
THE COMMUNITY NEWS 
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CLEAR FORK MATERIALS

800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD
ALEDO, TEXAS

HOURS: M-F 8-5 •SAT 8-2 WWW.CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM

“Are you growing with us?”
Residential & Commercial

817-441-7777

• Topsoils & Custom 
Soil Blends

• Compost & Mulches
• Rock & Sand Products

Serving North Texas 
since l986

Pick up or Delivery Available
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Funeral Home
130 Houston Ave. • Weatherford 

817-596-4811
www.whitesfuneral.com
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serving 
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since 1908.
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Bearcats get revenge in season opener

Jones gets first win 
as head coach
By Ryan Wade
The Community News

The Robby Jones era of Aledo 
Bearcat football is officially 
underway.

The defending 5A Division I 
Texas state champions wasted no 
time handing their newly-minted 

head coach his first win as they 
rolled to a 50-35 victory over 
Dallas Parish Episcopal on Friday, 
Aug. 25 at Tim Buchanan Stadium.

“If feels good to get the first 
win of the season,” Jones said after 
the game. “We had a bad taste in 
our mouth after last year starting 
off 0-2. We wanted to get off to a 
good start and I think we did that.”

The Bearcats haven’t dropped 
back-to-back season openers in 

32 years since the start of the 
1990 and 1991 seasons. After fall-
ing to Parish Episcopal 24-17 to 
start off the 2022 season, Aledo 
dominated the Panthers on Friday, 
exacting revenge in the champi-
on-versus-champion showdown.

“We came out with a sense of 
purpose knowing that we were 
going to execute when we needed 
to,” senior quarterback and TCU-
commit Hauss Hejny said after 

the game. “There’s a few things 
to clean up with penalties and 
stuff like that. But, I thought we 
competed overall really well. We 
were able to move the football, 
throwing the ball and running the 
ball. I’m super proud of everyone. 
Coach (Joe Ryan) Williams called 
a great first game. It’s good to get 
Coach Jones his first big win of the 

Turn to REVENGE, page B3
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Raycine Guillory (9) scored two touchdowns in the season opener

TENNIS

Aledo blanks Granbury
Start of district play
By Cathy Mason
The Community News

After an hour heat delay, the 
Aledo Racquetcats tennis team 
took on the Granbury Pirates in 
the District 5-5A opener on Aug. 
22 in Granbury. Aledo walked 
away with a victory of 19-0 and 
even won five extra matches.

Scores were:
Boys doubles: Line 1, Craig and 

Scott Mason, 6-1, 6-4; Line 2, 
Jacob Heckathorn and Francois 
Britz, 6-0, 6-0; and Line 3, Will 
Beyer and Tom Ruminsky, 6-0, 
6-1.  

Girls doubles: Line 1, Bryanna 
Orr and Kenley Germany, 6-1, 6-0, 
Line 2, Elli Kate Bussmeir and 
Patrice Loftin, 6-0, 6-1; and Line 
3, Eleanor Jack and Sydney Byrd, 
6-0, 6-1.

Mixed doubles: Benjamin 
Farmer and Lila Satterfield, won 
their first set 6-0, then lost their 
second set 6-7, in a 3-7 tiebreak. 
They fought back to win the match 
tiebreaker 10-7.

Boys singles: Line 1, C. Mason, 
6-0, 7-5; Line 2, Farmer, 8-1; 
Line 3, S. Mason, 6-3, 6-1; Line 
5, Heckathorn, 8-5; and Line 6, 
Ruminsky, 6-0, 6-1. Line 4, Beyer, 
battled back from a 6-7 loss in 

the first set (tiebreak 4-7) to win 
the second set 7-5 and the match 
tiebreak 10-4.

Girls singles: Line 1, Orr, 8-2; 
Line 2, Germany, 6-2, 6-1; Line 
3, Bussmeir, 6-0, 6-0; Line 4, 
Satterfield, 8-0; Line 5, Gracie 

Heydman, 8-2; and Line 6, Byrd, 
6-0, 6-1.

Extra matches were played 
in mixed doubles and boys/girls 
singles.  Brennan Holbrook and 
Natalie Nawrocki prevailed in 
mixed, 6-3, 6-0. Boys Line 7, 

Ben Kurth, won 6-2; and Line 8, 
Paxton Psencik, won 8-0. 

Girls Line 7, Jack, won 8-0; 
and Line 8, Nawrocki, won 6-0.

The Racquetcats were hosting 
Azle at press time and travel to 
Brewer, Tuesday, Sept. 5 at 4 p.m.

CATHY MASON/SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS
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Another statement game
Bearcats travel to  
6A Guyer
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

It's not often when you're as 
dominant a football program as 
Aledo that statement games come 
in season openers. But that's what 
head coach Robby Jones and his 
players were thinking last week 
as they defeated Dallas Parish 
Episcopal 50-35 at Buchanan 
Stadium.

The game wasn't as close as the 
score might indicate as the Bearcats, 
defending Class 5A Division I state 
champions, dominated the game 
for the most part against the four-
time defending Texas Association 
of Private and Parochial School 
Division I state champions from 
the outset.

After the game, Aledo quar-
terback Hauss Hejny noted, "The 
score doesn't indicate how well we 
handled them."

In 2022, Parish defeated the 
Bearcats in Dallas, 24-17 in Hejny's 
first start at quarterback. Suffice to 
say, he's matured since then, being 
named the MVP of the state cham-
pionship game and having signed 
to play for TCU since then.

Now comes another statement 
game as Aledo travels to Denton 
to face Class 6A powerhouse 
Guyer at C.H. Collins Stadium 
Friday night at 7. Guyer had lit-
tle trouble with the Bearcats in 
Aledo last season, winning 44-14 
as everything that could wrong 
did for the home squad as Guyer 
quarterback Jackson Arnold 
passed for 348 yards and four 
touchdowns. 

Arnold is now at the University 
of Oklahoma, and Guyer graduat-
ed a strong senior class, but Jones 
knows that, like Aledo, the Wildcats 
are a program that reloads instead 
of rebuilds.

"If we can go play well against 
those guys and come out with a 
win, that would be big," said Jones, 
who is in his first year of leading 
the Bearcats. "They are a very good 
6A program and it will be a great 
measuring stick for us. But it is 
definitely not going to be easy.

“That’s a tough victory, but if 
we play well and have things go 
right, we could definitely come out 
on top.”

In other words, the exact oppo-
site of what happened last season 
when everything that could go 
wrong did at home for Aledo in a 
44-14 loss. 

The Wildcats are coming off a 
42-14 win at Rockwall Heath to 
open the season. In that game it 
looks as though they also found 
their new starting quarterback 
in Logan McLaughlin, who 
passed for 197 yards and three 
touchdowns.

The Wildcats, like the Bearcats, 
have speed. Receiver Josiah Martin, 
a Boston College commit, caught 
six passes for 92 yards last week. 
Corbin Glasco, caught three passes 
for 63 yards, runs the 100-yard dash 
in around 10.6 seconds and, as did 
Aledo’s Raycine Guillory did against 
Parish, turned a short pass into a 
long touchdown against Heath.

On the offensive line, the 
Wildcats average around 280-plus 
pounds, Jones noted. Left tackle 
Willie Goodacre, a Syracuse commit, 
is 6-foot-5 and weighs 315 pounds.

“They’re going to be a lot bigger 
than us,” Jones said.

On defense, Wildcats corner-
back Eli Bowen has committed 
to Oklahoma. Noseguard Pelumi 
Olanipekun, who gave the Bearcats 
fits last season, had three tackles 
for a loss against Heath.

Hejny said a key is to go in with 
the same chip on their shoulder 
they had against Parish.

"I wasn't prepared last year, but 
since then we've got a lot of trust 
built. We just need to keep this 
same focus and attitude," he said.

Guillory making 
statement

Sophomore move-in running 
back Raycine Guillory, who led 
Mansfield Lake Ridge in rush-
ing (769 yards) and touchdowns 
(12) last season, wasted no time 
in letting folks in Aledo he means 
business.

Guillory took a swing pass from 
Hejny on the game’s first play and 
raced 75 yards for a touchdown. He 
finished the night with 183 total 
yards, including 113 on 
the ground.

“We’ve had good run-
ning backs here for a long 
time and he’s going to fit 
right in,” Jones said. 

That long list includes 
the likes of Jonathan 
Gray (national record 205 TD, 
almost 11,000 yards rushing, 
played at University of Texas), Ryan 
Christian (TCU standout, some 
time in Canadian Football League), 
Jace McClellan (currently start-
ing for Alabama), Jess Anders and 
DeMarco Roberts, to name a few.

Williams impressed
Djay Williams made the move 

from guard to tackle on the offen-
sive line for the Bearcats this 
season. It didn’t take long for him 
to get comfy in his new position.

“That’s not an easy thing to do 
but he’s done it well,” Jones said of 
the move. “A lot of big runs (against 
Parish) were helped by his blocks.

“I think he’s going to do a fine 
job there this season.”

Short but strong history
While pretty much anyone who 

keeps up with high school in Texas 
- and even beyond - is aware of the 
success of the Bearcats, with a state-re-
cord 11 state championships (10 since 
2009), the Wildcats have compiled 
their own impressive resume.

Since opening in 2005, Guyer 
has been a regular in the post-
season. What's more, the Wildcats 
have also regularly made their way 
deep into the playoffs.

It didn't take long for the 
Wildcats to make their first state 
semifinals appearance in 2008.  
Two years later they were in the 
state finals and in 2012 they won 
the Class 4A Division I state cham-
pionship - defeating the Bearcats 
42-30 in the second round of the 
playoffs, by the way.

In all, Guyer has one state 
championship, three other state 
finals appearances and four semifi-
nal appearances. In each of the past 
four seasons they have either played 

for a state championship or 
advanced to the semifinals, 
posting a 53-8 record.

Last season the Wildcats 
won their first 14 games before 
falling 47-28 to eventual state 
champion DeSoto in the 6A 
Division II semifinals.

Head-to-head
Not many teams can say they have 

a winning record against the Bearcats, 
especially since Aledo started its run 
of dominance in the mid-1990s under 
former head coach Tim Buchanan. 
However, Guyer is one of those few 
as the Wildcats hold a 3-1 all-time 
advantage.

Along with last season and their 
aforementioned playoff win in 
2012, Guyer came into Aledo and 
won 60-57 to open the 2019 sea-
son. It was Buchanan's first game 
back as head coach after having 
spent five season as athletic direc-
tor only.

Like last season, the Bearcats 
rebounded to win the remainder of 

Game at a glance
Aledo Bearcats (1-0) vs. Denton 

Guyer Wildcats (1-0)

When: 7:30 p.m. Friday, C.H. 
Collins Stadium Stadium, 
Denton.

Returning starters: Aledo 7 
offense/5 defense, Guyer 3 
offensive/4 defensive.

Last week: Aledo defeated 
Dallas Parish Episcopal 50-35 
at home, Guyer won 42-14 at 
Rockwall Heath.

Last season: Aledo, 14-2, 5A 
Division I state champions. 
Guyer, 14-1, 6A Division I semifi-
nals. Guyer won 44-14 in Aledo. 

Aledo offensive players to watch: 
RB Raycine Guillory had an 
impressive debut with the 
Bearcats after moving in from 
Mansfield Lake Ridge. He 
rushed 11 times for 113 yards 
and two touchdowns against 
Parish Episcopal, along with 
catching two passes for 70 
yards, including a 75-yard TD; 
WR Trace Clarkson caught five 
passes for 82 yards, including 
a 15-yard touchdown. 

Guyer offensive players to watch: 
QB Logan McClaughlin (10-of-
15, 197 yards, 3 TD passing; 5 
carries, 34 yards rushing vs. 
Heath), WR Josiah Martin (6 
catches, 92 yards vs. Heath).

Aledo defensive players to 
watch: LB Davhon Keys (9 
tackles, 2 interceptions, 
one returned 27 yards for a 
touchdown vs. Parish), LB 
Ben McElree (5 tackles, all 
solo, 1 for loss vs. Parish).

Guyer defensive players to 
watch: DB Max Hornsby (9 
tackles, 7 solo vs. Heath), DB 
Kaedyn Cobbs (5 tackles, 
interception vs. Heath).
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Trace Clarkson (11) had five catches for 82 yards and a touchdown against 
Parish Episcopal.

BRELEIGH MAYER/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Hawk Patrick-Daniels (1) ran for 83 yards and scored two touchdowns. Shown blocking are Djay Williams (77) and 
Tyson Timms (86).
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Blake Burdine dives to tackle a Parish Episcopal ball carrier. Also shown is 
Zach Reilly.

season. I’m pumped to see what the 
season holds.”

Despite it being the first game of 
the season, the Bearcats appeared 
to be in midseason form. Four-time 
defending TAPPS State Champions 
Parish Episcopal had no answer for 
Aledo’s offense. The Bearcats found 
paydirt on six of nine offensive pos-
sessions. Aledo’s starting offense 
was kept out of the end zone just 
one time in the entire contest and 
the backups came close to scoring 
twice.

The Bearcats’ quick-strike 
capabilities were on full display 
throughout the game, but especially 
early on. In total, the home team 
held the ball for just 8:27 in the first 
half, but took a 36-14 advantage 
into the break in spite of Parish 
Episcopal possessing the football 
nearly twice as long.

On their first play from scrim-
mage, newcomer Raycine Guillory, 
who led Mansfield Lake Ridge in 
rushing as a freshman last season, 
caught a swing pass from Hejny 
before making his way around the 
far end of the line. Once out in 
space Guillory put a couple of shifty 
moves on the defense before win-
ning the 75-yard foot race to the end 
zone to put Aledo ahead 7-0 just 13 
seconds into the game.

The Panthers answered with 
a nine-play, 75-yard drive of 
their own, capped off by Sawyer 
Anderson hitting Carson Darby for 
the 10-yard pitch and catch to tie 
things up a 7-7 with 7:16 left in the 
first quarter.

From there, Aledo went on a 
tear.

The Bearcats took just 1:52 to 
run six plays in their ensuing drive 
spanning 75 yards. Guillory scored 
his second touchdown of the game 
on a 33-yard scamper to put the 
home team back out in front, 14-7, 
with 5:24 left in the first quarter. 

Aledo’s rushing attack 
was effective all night large-
ly due to the work of the 
big guys up front. Guillory 
and Hawk Patrick-Daniels 
combined for four rushing 
touchdowns and 206 yards 
on the ground, thanks to all the 
space the offensive line created up 
front. The lanes the Bearcat run-
ning backs were able to run through 
coming out of the backfield were 
large enough for a developer to start 
Aledo’s next housing addition in the 
middle of Buchanan Stadium.

“I really like the run game,” 
Jones said. “The run game with Ray 
and Hawk mixed in there, that’s 
going to be big. Then, once we start 

using Hauss a little bit more in the 
run game, that’s pretty dangerous 
with those three guys running the 
football.”

Offense wasn’t the only thing 
clicking for the Bearcats in the 
opener. 

On the defensive side of the ball, 
Aledo’s front four were impenetra-
ble for the Panthers’ runners. In 18 
rushing attempts, Parish Episcopal 
managed just 29 yards with their 
ground attack. 

Highly-touted Panthers running 
back Maddux Reid carried the ball 
16 times in the game for just 38 
yards. Aledo’s front seven closed up 
running lanes like Chick-fil-A on 
Sunday. Every inch of positive yard-
age Reid gained was hard-earned 
as he was mauled by a pack of 
Bearcats. 

The only way the Panthers man-
aged to move the ball down the 
field was with the air attack. Even 
that was a hard way to make a 
living. Aledo’s defense had pres-
sure on Anderson all night, never 
allowing him to get comfortable 
in the pocket, which led to a sig-
nificant number of third-and-long 
situations for the visiting team. 
Parish Episcopal went 8-of-12 on 
third down thanks in large part to 
Anderson’s right arm.

“[Anderson] made plays,” com-
mended Jones of the Panthers 
signal-caller. “[He] made some 
funky throws – kind of Patrick 
Mahomes-type of throws. He did a 
really good job.”

As many highlight throws as he 
made on third down, there were 
an equal number of pay-to-play 
moments on first and second down 
for Anderson. Aledo’s senior line-
backer and LSU-commit Davhon 
Keys made sure Anderson’s stat line 
wasn’t unblemished on the night, as 
he picked off the opposing quarter-
back a pair of times. 

Keys first interception came 
with 5:15 remaining in the first 
quarter when he jumped a route on 

an attempted bubble screen. 
With the entire offense 
behind him and nothing but 
sweet, green pasture in front 
of him, Keys took the ball to 
the house from 27 yards out 
to put the Bearcats up 22-7 

following Cole Crawford’s extra 
point. 

With just under four minutes 
remaining in the third quarter, 
Parish Episcopal took over on their 
own 27-yard line following the lone 
punt of the evening by Aledo. With 
the Panthers attempting to stretch 
the field with a big first-down 
passing play, Keys dropped into 
coverage running stride-for-stride 
with his man while staying in his 
hip pocket. Anderson’s pass down 

the middle of the field was slightly 
underthrown, but Keys made him 
pay for it dearly as he made a diving 
catch at the Aledo 47 for his second 
pick of the game.

“Our defensive line is super 
fast this year, which is something 
Aledo’s never really had is a fast 
defensive line,” said Hejny. “We’re 
able to get to the ball quickly. We 
were swarming around the ball 
tonight. Davhon Keys, I mean I 
wouldn’t want anybody else leading 
the defense. He gets the guys rallied 
together. He gets them where they 
need to be at the right time. He’s 
a stud. He’s a versatile athlete, and 
he proved it out there tonight with 
those two athletic picks he had. He’s 
just a smart football player. Our 
whole defense is really good.”

The defense taking the ball away 
is always a  good thing, especially 
when the offense does their job by 
putting points on the board. 

That’s exactly what the Bearcats 
did following Keys second pick of 
the night. Aledo needed just three 
plays along with a little help from 
a Panthers penalty to dive 53 yards 
for their sixth score. The 37-second 
drive was capped off by a high-
light-reel touchdown catch by Trace 
Clarkson as he beat two defenders 
to make the leaping grab in the cor-
ner of the end zone from 15 yards 
out. 

Aledo’s revenge tour continues 
next week as they travel to Denton-
Guyer on Friday. The Wildcats 
handed the Bearcats their second 
loss in a row during Week 2 of the 
2022 season on Aledo’s home field, 
44-14.

“That’s a really good football 
program,” Jones said in anticipation 
of next week’s matchup. “They’re a 
strong 6A. They’re always good. It’s 
going to be a big test for us to see 
how we do against those guys. They 
put it on us last year. A lot of it was 
self-inflicted. We turned the ball 
over against them. We’ve got to take 
care of the football. We had two bad 
snaps on punts. We also had some 
bad center-quarterback snaps that 
hurt us in that game. We just kept 
shooting ourselves in the foot. If we 
keep from doing that, it’s going to 
be a heck of a football game.”

Aledo 50, Dallas Parish 
Episcopal 35

Parish Episcopal  7   7   7   14  -  35

Aledo  22  14 14  0   -  50

A – Raycine Guillory 75 pass from 
Hauss Hejny (Cole Crawford kick)

P – Carson Derby 10 pass from 
Sawyer Anderson (Dylan 
Sherman kick)

A – Guillory 33 run (Hejny run)

A – Davhon Keys 27 INT (Crawford 
kick)

A – Hawk Patrick-Daniels 8 run 
(Crawford kick)

P – Maddux Reid 4 run (Sherman 
kick)

A – Guillory 17 run (Crawford kick)

P – Hutch Crow 16 pass from 
Anderson (Sherman kick)

A – Trace Clarkson15 pass from 
Hejny (Crawford kick)

A – Patrict-Daniels 2 run (Crawford 
kick)

P – Bryson Fields 8 pass from 
Anderson (Sherman kick)

P – Caleb Bowers 80 INT (Sherman 
kick)

Unofficial team statistics
First downs: Aledo 20, Parish 

Episcopal 19.
Rushes-yards: Aledo 32-257, 

Parish Episcopal 18-29.
Passing yards: Aledo 230, Parish 

Episcopal 278.
Caught-thrown-intercepted: 

Aledo 14-23-1, Parish Episcopal 
27-39-2.

Punts-average: Aledo 1-6, Parish 
Episcopal 2-31.5.

Fumbles-lost: Aledo 0-0, Parish 
Episcopal 0-0.

Penalties-yards: Aledo 12-122, 
Parish Episcopal 11-95.

Third-down conversions: Aledo 
4-of-6, Parish Episcopal 8-of-12.

Fourth-down conversions: Aledo 
0-of-1, Parish Episcopal 1-of-1.

Time of possession: Aledo 22:17, 
Parish Episcopal 25:43.

Unofficial individual 
leaders
Rushing
Aledo: Raycine Guillory 11-123, 2 TD; 

Hawk Patrick-Daniels 10-83, 2 TD; 
Austin Keith 1-(-4); Gavin Beard 

1-(-5); Hauss Hejny 1-9; Chase 
Wilburn 7-45; Blake Burdine 1-6.

Parish Episcopal: Maddux Reid 
16-38; Sawyer Anderson 2-(-9).

Passing
Aledo: Hejny 9-of-15, 185 yards, 2 

TD, 0 interceptions; Beard 5-of-8, 
1 interception.

Parish Episcopal: Anderson 27-of-
39, 278 yards, 3 TD, 2 intercep-
tions.

Receiving
Aledo: Trace Clarkson 5-for-82, 

TD; Guillory 2-for-70, TD; Colton 
McCoy 2-for-39; Patrick-Daniels 
1-for-8; Tyson Timms 2-for-6; 
Kaydon Finley 2-for-25.

Parish Episcopal: Carson Darby 
9-for-82, TD; Hutch Crow 13-for-
182, TD; Maddux Reid 3-for-2; 
Bryson Fields 2-for-12.

Interceptions
Aledo: Davhon Keys 2 (1 TD).

Parish Episcopal: Caleb Bowers 1 (1 
TD).

Weatherford offense 
shines in win over Keller 
Central

Weatherford racked up 466 
yards of offense in a 44-19 rout of 
Keller Central at the Keller ISD 
Athletic Complex Friday night.

Senior quarterback CJ Thornton 
was an efficient 15-of-22 passing 
for 201 yards with three touch-
downs and no interceptions. All 
of Thornton's touchdowns went to 
Xavier Holder, who caught five balls 
for 114 yards. 

Defensively, Andrew Groh 
had seven tackles and Jackson 
Thompson had six. 

The Kangaroos (1-0) host 
Richardson Pearce (1-0) Friday at 
8 p.m.

REVENGE
from page B1
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Chris Johnson (6) and Jake Gillespie (0) break up a pass play in the end zone.

Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry
Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C. 
Michael Ball, D.D.S., P.L.L.C.

Diplomate of American Board of Pediatric Dentistry
Fellow of American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101
Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087

Ofc: 817-441-2425
Fax: 817-441-2491

www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com

103 W. Church • 817-596-8758 • 817-594-2612

Propane Sales 
and Service

On the Square  
in Weatherford 

YEARSYEARS
OF PROPANE

1958-2023

Ginger Adams

Transworld Business  
Advisors of Weatherford

T 682-888-0503
C 682-255-0157

gadams@tworld.com
www.tworld.com/weatherford

their games that season, finishing 
15-1 and 5A Division II state cham-
pions. Guyer would go 14-2 and fall 
in the 6A Division II title game to 
Austin Westlake.

Aledo's lone victory in the series 
came in 2018. The Bearcats won 
40-0 in Denton en route to a perfect 
16-0 season and a 5A DII state title.

High scoring
Whatever the outcome Friday 

night, history has shown that there 
will be a good amount of points 
score. In the previous four games 
the winning team has averaged 46.5 
points, while the losing squad has 
averaged 25.

Granted, in one of those games 
the teams combined for 117 points 
in Guyer's 60-57 win. It is the 
most points the Bearcats have ever 
scored in a loss, eclipsing a 48-47 
loss to Stephenville in 2012.

Producing state 
champions

Following each of their four 
meetings, one of the teams has gone 
on to win a state championship, 
and three times that has been the 
Bearcats. Guyer won state in 2012, 
while Aledo captured titles in 2018, 
2019 and last season.

Rankings
The Bearcats entered the 

season as the No. 1 team in 
the state in Class 5A Division 
I by “Dave Campbell’s Texas 
Football” and remained there 
following their opening win.  
Guyer came into 2023 ranked 
ninth in 6A (they are not divided 
into Division I and II at that level 
until the postseason) and is also 
still in that slot this week.

Nationally, Aledo started the 
season ranked 49th and moved 
up to 41st this week by MaxPreps. 
Guyer was 54th and climbed to 
48th in the latest poll.

Elsewhere in District 
3-5A Division I
Last week's results
Frisco 24, Brewer 6
Burleson Centennial 35, Burleson 6
Northwest 21, Frisco Rock Hill 13
Denton Ryan 27, New Braunfels 24
Boswell 55, Saginaw 30
South Hills 45, Dallas Molina 21
Red Oak 19, The Colony 16
Frisco Reedy 37, Azle 14

This week's games
Thursday, Aug. 31
Brewer at Frisco Wakeland
South Hills vs. Venus, Clark Stadium
Friday, Sept. 1
Burleson Centennial at Frisco, 7 p.m.
Northwest at McKinney North,  
7 p.m.
Saginaw vs. Fort Worth North Side, 
Farrington Field, 7 p.m.
The Colony at Royse City, 7 p.m.
Grapevine at Azle, 7 p.m.
Denton Ryan, open

ADVANCE
from page B2

http://www.texasbutane.com
http://www.tworld.com/weatherford
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Madison Larson 
Cross Country

The sophomore paced all varsity run-
ners by finishing sixth in the prestigious 
Southlake Invitational this past Saturday, 
Aug. 26. She posted a time of 17 min-
utes, 33.1 seconds over the 5K course, 
competing in the Elite Division.
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Raycine Guillory 
Football

The newcomer to the Bearcats, a sophomore, made 
his presence known immediately this past Friday, 
Aug. 25, catching a 75-yard touchdown pass on the 
first play of the night from quarterback Hauss Hejny. 
He ended the evening in a 50-35 victory against 
Dallas Parish Episcopal with 123 yards rushing on 
11 carries and scored touchdowns of 33 and 17 yard.
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CROSS COUNTRY

TCA girls win 
at Southwest

Whiteaker tops field 
individually
Staff Reports
The Community News

Led by Gracee Whiteaker, the 
Willow Park Trinity Christian 
Lady Eagles won the Varsity 
Girls Division of the SCS 
Invitational at Fort Worth 
Southwest Christian 
School this past Saturday, 
Aug. 26.

Whiteaker posted a 
time of 12 minutes, 33.79 
seconds on the 3200-
meter course. She was 
followed by teammate 

Emma Saadah, who clocked a 
12:58.20 for second.

Also in the top 25 for TCA 
were Brooklyn Mathieson, 20th, 
14:22.14; and Madison Clark, 
23rd, 14:52.05.

The Lady Eagles had a team 
score of 58 points to edge Fort 

Worth Nolan Catholic 
with 66.

In the Middle School 
Boys Division, the Eagles 
placed fourth. They were 
led by Andrew Todey in 
sixth place with a time of 
9:37.85 over 2400 meters, 
while Henry Reynolds was 
15th with a 10:08.06.

CROSS COUNTRY

Ladycats third in  
elite meet

Solid start to  
season continues
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

The Aledo Ladycats finished 
third in the prestigious Southlake 
Cross Country Invitational 
Saturday, Aug. 26. They trailed 
only Lucas Lovejoy and host 
Southlake Carroll.

"The Southlake meet is a very 
large, fast meet. Traditionally we 
set many personal bests at this 
meet, and this year was no excep-
tion – PRs across the board," said 
head coach Mike Pinkerton. "All of 
our athletes competed extremely 
well."

Aledo's varsity teams competed 
in the Elite Division. The Bearcats 
finished 25th in the tough field.

Aledo’s top overall finisher was 
Madison Larsen. She placed sixth 
among varsity girls with a time of 
17 minutes, 33.1 seconds.

The junior varsity boys placed 
22nd and the JV girls were 27th. 
They competed in the Open Varsity 
Division.

"Running against varsity com-
petition. So very proud of all of 

these athletes," Pinkerton noted of 
the JV squads.

The Aledo cross country teams 
will be in Denton Saturday, Sept. 
2, competing in the Coach T 
Invitational.

Southlake Invitational
Aledo results
Varsity girls
Elite Division (5K distance)
Team - third place
Individual results 
6. Madison Larsen, 17:33.1.
13. Micah Neal, 18:02.5.
32. Molly Garrison, 18:31.9.
53. Sophia Brandenburg, 18:57.8.
62. Mykel Murry, 19:03.1.
119. Elizabeth Griffin, 20:01.8.
140. Mayden Mitchell, 20:19.7.

Varsity boys
Elite Division (5K)
Team - 25th
Individual results
32. Jack Fink, 15:18.5.
101. Layton Ybarra, 16:03.2.
165. Dominick Barrera, 
16:40.3.
174. Luke Schabel, 16:46.3.
227. Tyler Connelly, 17:11.5.
250. Bo Merrill, 17:21.7.

JV girls
Varsity Open Division (5K)
Team - 27th
Individual results
40. Aubrey Connelly, 21:06.4.
71. Sadie Williams, 21:54.7.
167. Maddy Shepard, 24:21.1.
285. Giana Anaya, 26:04.8.
290. Alexa Estrada, 26:17.4.

JV boys
Varsity Open Division (5K)
Individual results
88. Lincoln Tuin, 17:44.8.
125. Landon Eaton, 18:11.3.
135. Reed Murray, 18:17.0.
159. Ian Robbins, 18:26.9.
172. Zachary Rivas, 18:34.5.
199. Ethan Matthews, 18:49.1.
395. Caden West, 21:16.7.
426. Reese Copeland, 22:45.2.

WEATHERFORD RUNNER 
WINS
Landry Perkin of the Weatherford Lady 
Kangaroos captured the top spot in the 

Girls Varsity Division at the SCS 
Invitational Saturday, Aug. 26. 
She ran the 5K course in a time 
of 19:46.97.
For the Weatherford varsity 
boys, Nate Cupp was fourth, 
clocking a 17:28.71.
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role, but overall I think we were 
just more prepared.”

Understand that while they 
were humbled by Aledo, DPE is 
still a really good team. It wouldn’t 
be surprising at all if, once all is 
said and done this season, they are 
competing for another state title.

Victory for Jones
The victory was also the first 

for new head coach Robby Jones. 
Keys, Hejny and their teammates 
have wanted this moment since 
Jones was named to replace 
the legendary Tim Buchanan 
- remember the guy whom the 
stadium is named after - in 
January.

“This was great, really great, 
showing coach Jones that every-
thing stays the same, keep the 
tradition,” Keys said.

The Bearcats’ motto this sea-
son is “Protect the tradition” and 
suffice to say they did that in 
most impressive fashion in win-
ning for a 15th straight game.

Jones and everyone in 
Buchanan Stadium - including 
Buchanan, who was on hand to 
watch his protege’s debut at the 
helm - got an idea it might be a 
special night on the evening’s first 
play. Hejny threw a little swing 
pass out to newcomer Raycine 
Guillory, who led Mansfield Lake 
Ridge in rushing as a freshman 
in 2022, and Guillory raced 75 
yards for a score.

“That put a big smile on 
my face,” Jones said. “We knew 
that play had a chance 
when coach (Joe Ryan) 
Williams drew it up.”

Hejny, a TCU com-
mit, noted with a 
chuckle, “It’s pretty 
convenient to be off the 
field in one play.”

Then, he praised 
Guillory, who account-
ed for 193 yards in the win (113 
rushing, 70 receiving).

“It was great to have Raycine 
move in. He’s a really mature 
kid to be a sophomore. He’s got 
everything going his way,” said 
Hejny, who was 9-of-15 for 185 
yards passing, with another TD 
to Trace Clarkson.

Jones credited the victory to 
his team reflecting back to last 
season and not liking the feeling 
they had after.

“Our kids came out focused, 
not starting to want to start 0-1 
again,” he said.

Not perfect, however
The Bearcats, while extremely 

impressive, were hardly perfect, 
however. This was exemplified by 
a dozen penalties for 116 yards, 
something you can bet Jones 
had his team working to correct 
before their trip to face anoth-
er powerhouse in Denton Guyer 
Friday.

“Things like that take away 
from the overall excitement,” 
Jones said, adding with a smile, 
“But I tend to look at the nega-
tives and things that need fixing.”

Of course, if you can commit 
a dozen penalties AND hang half 
a hundred on a team like DPE, 
one has to wonder what the score 
might have been if they’d only 
committed even half of those? 

DPE was also called for nine 
penalties for 70 yards. The offi-
cials’ arms got quite the workout 
between throwing all the flags 
and raising their hands for 
touchdowns.

The Bearcats also botched a 
field goal attempt, had a 6-yard 
punt and had an interception 
(not thrown by Hejny) returned 
80 yards for a score.

Again, what might 
score have been otherwise?
Reserves had 
moments

When the home team 
leads by four touchdowns 
in the fourth quarter, 
reserves are naturally going 
to see some decent play-

ing time, and kudos to Jones for 
making sure they did.

A couple of the brighter spots 
were backup quarterback Gavin 
Beard and backup running back 
Kaden Winkfield. Beard com-
pleted five of eight passes for 
45 yards with an interception 
and drove the team into scor-
ing range twice, once with the 
starting unit in the first half. 
Winkfield carried seven times for 
45 yards - more than the entire 
DPE rushing game of 32 yards on 
13 carries.

“Gavin got some reps in a 
meaningful time,” Jones said. 
“That’s important so he’ll be a 
good quarterback in case he has 
to make a start.”

Also, Colton McCoy caught 
a pair of passes for 39 yards 
and impressed Jones with his 
blocking.

“He showed us he’s somebody 
we need to get on the field,” Jones 
said, noting that on the aforemen-
tioned game’s opening play that 
McCoy blocked a Parish player, 
pushing him back 15 yards.

Oh, by the way
The Bearcats accomplished 

all the things against DPE while 
having the ball three minutes less 
in the game. When they built a 
36-14 halftime lead they had the 
ball about half of the time the 
Panthers did.

We could also go on about 
how the Aledo defense held the 
Panthers to no rushing play of 
more than five yards. Or how the 
Bearcats offense looked balanced 
in mid-season form with 241 
rushing yards and 230 passing.

But Keys said it best when he 
stated it was a matter of keeping 
the tradition going. This includes 
extending yet another streak 
in a program that has more 
streaks than Taylor Swift has had 
boyfriends.

Not since 1990-91 have the 
Bearcats lost back-to-back sea-
son openers.

“It speaks volumes of the pro-
gram Coach Buc built here. We 
have to continue that,” Jones said. 

You’re definitely off to a great 
start, Coach Jones.

THIS WAY
from page B1

TCA FOOTBALL

Eagles drop opener 
at home

Read this 
story online

Read this 
story online

Youth shines on field
Staff Reports
The Community News

While the Willow Park Trinity 
Christian Eagles fell 27-13 to Fort 
Worth Temple Christian 
at home on Thursday, 
Aug. 24, there was reason 
for optimism.

Most notably by the 
performances of numer-
ous young players in the 
contest.

Sophomore Braxton 
Smith led the Eagles in 
rushing with 20 carries for 92 yards, 
including a touchdown. Senior 

Matthew Sykes also rushed for 53 
yards and a TD on six carries.

On defense, freshman Asher 
Strait topped Trinity with 13 tack-
les and sophomore Nathan Bryson 
added eight. Sykes and fellow senior 

Luke Sims each posted six 
tackles.

Smith and freshman Jake 
Anderson each had a fumble 
recovery, both of which were 
caused by junior Cameron 
Hobbs.

The Eagles are home 
again on Friday, Sept. 1 when 
they host Waco Reicher 

Catholic (0-1). The Cougars are 
coming off a 63-6 loss at Milano.

Read this 
story online

TENNIS

Racquetcats 
smash Hornets

Remain 
undefeated
By Cathy Mason

The Community News 

In their second District 5-5A 
match, the Aledo varsity tennis 
team (11-0, 2-0 in district) dom-
inated Azle, winning all of the 
matches played at their home 
courts on Tuesday, Aug. 29, for an 
overall score of 22-0.

Winning in girls doubles 
were line 1 Kenley Germany and 
Bryanna Orr, 6-3, 6-2; line 2 Elli 
Kate Bussmeir and Patrice Loftin, 
6-2, 6-0; and line 3 Eleanor Jack 
and Sydney Byrd won their first 
set 6-1, narrowly lost the second 
set 6-7 with a 5-7 tiebreaker, but 
won the match with an 11-9 tie-
break score.

In boys doubles, line 1 Craig 
Mason and Scott Mason lost the 
first set 3-6, but bat-
tled back to win the 
second set 6-3 and the 
tie-breaker 10-8. Line 2 
Jacob Heckathorn and 
Francois Britz won 6-4, 
6-1 and line 3 Will Beyer 
and Paxton Psencik won 
6-2, 6-1.  

The mixed doubles pair 
of Benjamin Farmer and Lila 
Satterfield won 6-3, 6-1.

With wins in all seven dou-
bles matches, Aledo only needed 
to win three singles matches to 
claim victory. Finishing up first 
for the overall win was girls line 
2 Germany with a score of 6-2, 
6-1. Also, girls line 3 Bussmeir 
won 6-0, 6-1; boys line 4 Beyer 
swept 6-0, 6-0 and boys line 5 
Heckathorn won 6-1, 6-1.

Switching to pro-sets, Aledo 
continued to win: girls line 1 Orr, 
8-1; line 4 Satterfield, 8-4; line 
5 Gracie Heydman, 9-7; line 6 
Byrd, 8-2.  boys line 1 C. Mason, 
8-5; line 2 Farmer, 8-6; line 3 S. 
Mason, 8-4; and line 6 Britz, 8-3.

Additional winning match-
es were by Ibrahim Choudhry 
and Natalie Nawrocki in mixed 

doubles, 8-1; girls singles, 
Loftin, 8-1; and boys sin-
gles, Ben Kurth, 8-1, and 
Casen Freeland, 8-2.

Next up is Brewer High 
School on Tuesday, Sept. 5 
at Brewer, with the team 
looking  to continue its 
undefeated streak.

Read this 
story online

A great way to start the day!

The CommuniTy news
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FOOTBALL

Kangaroos' offense shines against Keller Central
Host Richardson 
Pearce Friday 
From Staff Report

The Community News

The Weatherford Kangaroos 
racked up 484 yards of offense in a 
44-19 rout of Keller Central at the 
Keller ISD Athletic Complex Friday 
night, Aug. 25.

Weatherford senior quarterback 
CJ Thornton was an efficient 15-of-
22 passing for 201 
yards with three 
touchdowns and 
no interceptions. 
All of Thornton's 
touchdowns went to 
Xavier Holder, who 
caught five balls for 
114 yards.

The Kangaroo offense sputtered 
at first, as Weatherford trailed 3-0 at 
the end of the first quarter. But the 
Roos exploded with a 28-point second 
quarter, highlighted by a spectacular 
halfback pass from Keats Bohannon 
to Holder for a 37-yard touchdown.

Backup quarterback Lane Cowley 
threw a touchdown pass on his first 
official varsity attempt, a 29-yard toss 
to Robert Taylor in the fourth quarter. 
It was the Roos’ fifth passing touch-
down of the night. 

Defensively, Andrew Groh had seven 
tackles and Jackson Thompson had six. 
Liam Riley and Jamie Gray each pulled in 
an interception for the Roos.

Keller Central quarterback Landon 
Smith was 11-of-17 with two inter-
ceptions and no touchdowns. Backup 
Chevy Andrews threw two touchdown 
passes in the fourth quarter.

For the first game of the year, it 
was relatively clean for both teams on 
the penalty front. Weatherford was 
flagged six times for 50 yards and 
Keller Central had five penalties for 
15 yards. 

The Kangaroos (1-0) host 
Richardson Pearce (1-0) Friday at 8 
p.m. Pearce beat Wylie High School 
35-32 Friday night. Weatherford beat 
Pearce on the road last season, 41-31.

Weatherford 44, Keller 
Central 19
Weatherford    0 28 10 6 - 44

Keller Central  3   3  0 13 - 19

Team stats
Rushing yards: Weatherford 199, KC 

168.

Passing yards: Weatherford 285, KC 
132.

Caught-thrown-int.: Weatherford 
17-24-0, KC 15-21-2.

Fumbles lost: Weatherford 1, KC 2. 

Weatherford individual leaders
Offense
Passing: CJ Thornton 15-22-0, 219 

yards, 3 TD; Keats Bohanan 1-1-0, 
37 yards, 1 TD; Lane Cowley 1-1-0, 
29 yards, 1 TD.

Rushing: JoJo Polk 11 carries, 85 
yards; Colton McClure 5-44.

Receiving: Xavier Holder 6 catches, 
114 yards, 3 TD.

Defense
Interceptions: Liam Riley 1, Jamie 

Gray 1.
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721 Ranch House Road

Sunday Worship Assembly – 10:30 am

www.thewillowparkchurchofchrist.com

aledoumc.org 

your church since 1878

@Oak and Pecan (817) 441 8329

WORSHIP WITH US AT

united methodist church
ALEDO

Sundays
Contemporary Service 9am

Traditional Service 11am
Online Worship - aledoumc.org

Wednesday Nights
Adult Bible Study 

ChildChildren’s JAM (K-5th)
Students @ the Quad
Vocal and Bell Choirs 

YOU'RE INVITED!

SUNDAY'S AT 10:00AM 

SUNDAY

RANDY CUTSHALL

Jackson Thompson had six tackles against Keller Central on Aug. 25.

RANDY CUTSHALL

Backup quarterback Lane Cowley is shown carrying the ball. Cowley 
threw a touchdown pass on his first official varsity attempt.

RANDY CUTSHALL

Xavier Holders had six catches for 114 yards and three touchdowns against Keller Central.

http://www.community-news.com/stories/kangaroos-offense-shines-against-keller-central,47226
http://www.pccowboychurch.org
http://www.aledoumc.org
http://withthewell.com
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Enters state 
rankings
By Ryan Wade
The Community News

After going 4-0 at the 
Arlington Invitational over the 
weekend where Kinley Elms 
was named MVP and Alyssa 
Todd received all-tournament 
honors, the Ladycats returned 
to Aledo to host Paschal’s Lady 
Panthers on Tuesday, Aug. 29. 
Aledo won the match in four 
sets by scores of 25-15, 25-16, 
20-25, and 25-23.

The win over Paschal 
marks the eighth in a row 
for the Ladycat netters. With 
the win, Aledo (18-6) officially 
cracked the Top 15 in the 5A 
state rankings.

The No. 14 ranked Ladycats 
dominated Paschal in the first 
two sets. The offense ran like 
a well-oiled machine with Ava 
Reding setting up her hitters 
to execute for the finish. Elms 
and Kaelee Berkley were effi-
cient in their attacks from the 
outside as they drilled home 
point after point like a pair of 
snipers. 

Defensively, Haley Lowe 
came up with a pair of early 
blocks at the net while Kenrie 
Pruitt refused to let the ball 
touch the hardwood. 

Up two sets already, 
Aledo started off the 
third set a bit sloppier 
than they’d played in 
the match to that point. 
Paschal managed to get 

out to an early lead before 
eventually taking the set to 
make it 2-1 heading into the 
fourth.

In what ended up being 
the most tightly contested 
set of the match, Aledo came 
away with the win in the set, 
and the win in the match by a 
25-23 score.

Elms led the Ladycats with 
18 kills on the night. Berkley 
added another 13. Todd and 
Ella Isbell added another nine 
and eight kills, respectively.

Pruitt was an absolute 
machine for the Ladycat 
defense. She led the way with 
22 digs in the match. Behind 
her in the stat sheet, Todd 
and Reding picked up 14 digs 
each. Ella Meador tallied 13 
digs of her own, and Natalie 
Anderson rounded out the 
stat with 11.

On top of having 14 digs 
in the match, Reding led the 
Ladycats in assists, as well, 
with 34.  

Isbell added four blocks to 
her stat line for the evening to 
lead in the category for Aledo. 
Lowe had three of her own. 
Skyler Lambert added a pair 
of blocks, as well.

The Ladycats head back 
out on the road on Friday, 
Sept. 1 as they take on 

Highland Park. The 
hosting Lady Scots sit 
at 13-11 thus far in the 
season. Varsity action 
in that match is slated 
for a 6 p.m. start.

Don’t forget your four-legged 
family member when you travel!

• Boarding 

• Grooming 

• Heated & 
Cooled 

• Indoor & 
Outdoor Runs

• 24-Hour 
Attendant 

Ring Leaders Kennel
Aledo 817-441-8071

Newly-Upgraded boarding facilities

VOLLEYBALL

Ladycats’ win streak moves to eight

Office:  817-443-9747

Fax:  817-887-2271

Mobile:  254-592-8739

107 Larson Lane, Suite 300-C
Aledo, TX 76008

ChristiJamesInsurance.com
Serving all your home, auto, business and life insurance needs.

CHRISTI  JAMES
BRANCH OWNER/AGENT

cjames@twfg.com

Independent agency serving all your home,  
auto, business and life insurance needs

NO MATTER YOUR NEED, 
WE HAVE YOU COVERED
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
A FREE QUOTE!

Office:  817-443-9747
Mobile: 254-592-8739
Email: cjames@twfg.com

107 Larson Lane, Suite 300-C
Aledo, TX 76008 BRANCH OWNER

Office:  817-443-9747

Fax:  817-887-2271

Mobile:  254-592-8739

107 Larson Lane, Suite 300-C
Aledo, TX 76008

ChristiJamesInsurance.com
Serving all your home, auto, business and life insurance needs.

CHRISTI  JAMES
BRANCH OWNER/AGENT

cjames@twfg.com
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Freshman outside hitter Kaelee Berkley elevates for a 
spike during Tuesday, Aug 29 varsity volleyball action 
against Paschal. 
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Juniors Haley Lowe (10) and Kinley Elms (7) rally the Ladycats at 
the start of the match with Paschal on Tuesday, Aug. 29.

http://www.community-news.com/stories/ladycats-win-streak-moves-to-eight,47227

