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WILLOW PARK

New tax

rate among
state's biggest

decreases
New budget passed

By Rick Mauch

The Community News

In a world where prices are going
up by the minute, it seems, property
owners in Willow Park will now be
able a thing or two that they might
have previously put back on the rack.
Heck, with the tax break they're receiv-
ing they can even buy one for a friend.

The city council, at its meeting
on Tuesday, Aug. 22, approved a tax
decrease of more than 26% from last
year. The new tax rate is 40 cents per
$100, a decrease of more than 14 cents
from 54.

It is also the second straight year
the city has seen a property tax cut,
having been 57 cents two years ago.

The new tax, along with the new
budget for fiscal year 2023-24, will go
into effect on Oct. 1 through Sept. 30,
2024.

"We're very excited to pass savings
on to citizens of Willow Park,” Place
1 Council Member Eric Contreras
said. "Every dollar counts in a family
budget."

The lower tax is largely the result
of the Willow Park Fire Department
being annexed by Parker County
Emergency Services District 1 through
a vote of residents last November.

As the potential annexation was
being discussed, Willow Park City
Manager Bryan Grimes explained to
residents that since the city sales tax
would no longer have to go mostly
to funding the fire department, they
could reap the benefits. Along with a
lower tax rate, the city now has funds
for other things such as roads, etc.

"Obviously, a 26% reduction, 14
cents overall, is significant to taxpay-
ers,’ Grimes said. "We're very fortunate
to be living in a community that's
growing and supports local business."

New Budget

The council also approved the bud-
get for the new fiscal year of just over
$4.2 million. It's an increase of just
over $251,000 from the previous fiscal
year.

The budget includes a projected
property tax of just over $1.9 million
and a projected sales tax of $2.25
million.

Grimes noted the new budget and
the freedom of not having the sales tax
support the fire department allowed
for the creation of a parks department.
Other plusses include funds for street
repairs, putting money back for debt
service and putting money in reserve.

"This is a budget staff feels confi-
dent about and is comfortable with
and we feel will serve us well moving
forward in the next year," Grimes said.

Turn to COUNCIL, page A6
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BUSINESS

New Willow Park
store owner brings
knowledge and
track record

By Randy Keck
The Community News

You may have noticed some
“spiffying-up” lately at Willow
Park Ace Hardware. Last week
the business officially changed
hands, and Mark Labadie, the
new owner, has begun the task
of refurbishing, restocking,
and revitalizing the long-time
Willow Park business.

It's no secret that the busi-
ness has shown signs of disrepair
lately — both literally, as in miss-
ing letters from signs — and as
evidenced by missing merchan-
dise from shelves.

Labadie has plans to fix all of
that. He opened the Benbrook
Ace Hardware in 2021 in the
old Winn Dixie/Brookshire’s
building and has had a top-flight
operation there ever since.

The success of the Benbrook
store may not be surprising since
Labadie’s background includes a
stint at Ace Hardware corporate,
where his job was to teach Ace
owners how to be better Ace
OWners.

In taking on the Benbrook
operation, Labadie set an old
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An Ace Up His Sleeve
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Mark Labadie, the new owner of Willow Park Ace Hardware, has
big plans for improving the business.

adage on its head, proving that
“those who teach can do”

The idea of becoming a store
owner occurred to Labadie
when he was working for cor-
porate. He and his wife were
on a walk during the pandem-
ic. “We decided one day like,
instead of me teaching, I said we
should have our own Ace store,”
Labadie said.

His wife was on board,
replying “Okay, no problem.
Let's do it”

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

“So that's when we started
putting it all together;” Labadie
said. “And having that Ace corpo-
rate background, it's helped out.”

Labadie said he is going
to put the same mindset and
programs that have made the
Benbrook store successful to
work in Willow Park.

“We're going to fix the
problems here and get it bet-
ter,” he said.

Turn to ACE, page A3

LOWEDA WOOD

Centenarian
remembers time in
Aledo and more

By John English

The Community News

On Aug. 5, 1957, American
Bandstand, a show catering
to teenage baby boomers and
featuring popular songs and
dances of the time, made its
television debut.

That was also the day that
Loweda Wood celebrated her
34th birthday.

The former Aledo resident
and member of the Greatest
Generation just turned 100,
and her family held a birth-
day celebration in Kennedale
with more than 250 people in
attendance.

Wood said it is difficult for
her to express just how much it
meant to her.

"I have just been over-
whelmed,’ Wood said. "I'm still
floating around on air. They
are wonderful people and it
was a great party.

“I sat up and cried for part
of the night. I'm just blessed
with so many friends that I
can't even describe to you the
feeling that I had at that party.

A century of memories

mean a lot to her personally to
have that kind of turnout, she

was not at all surprised.

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Loweda Wood, who lived in Aledo for more than seven decades,
loves fishing.

Wood's daughter, Charlotte
Patterson, helped organize the
event and said that while it did

"Mother has always been
a what-you- see-is-what-you-
get type of person,’ Patterson
said. "She is the same today as
she was yesterday and will be
tomorrow, and she has always

Turn to CENTURY, page A3

ALEDO ISD
Budgetary
concerns weigh
heavy during
board meeting

Shortfalls related to
property tax cuts
By Ryan Wade

The Community News

With the 2023-24 school year
officially underway the Board of
Trustees for Aledo ISD had sever-
al important items on the docket
for their meeting on Monday, Aug.
21. Chief among those issues was
addressing concerns related to bud-
get shortfalls in the wake of the
Texas State Legislature’s passing
cuts to property taxes during the
special session earlier this summer.

The funding issue doesn’t stem
from the cuts to property taxes,
though. The issue lies with the
legislature only doing half the job
during their special session.

The state has a surplus of dollars,
which is why Governor Greg Abbott
pressed the legislature to pass prop-
erty tax relief across the state when
he called for a special session. The
legislature came to an agreement
on tax cuts just before the dead-
line, which will significantly reduce
the tax burden for property owners
across the Lone Star State. As part
of the bill, funding the maintenance
and operations (M&O) side of the
budget for schools across Texas will
come from the surplus sitting in
Austin.

Here's the problem.

With deliberations running up
until the 11th hour just to pass
the tax cuts, the legislature did not
leave enough time to discern where
the dollars from the surplus would
go in order to fund the M&O side
of the budget for schools across
the state. In response to what is
rapidly becoming a budgetary crisis
for school boards and administra-
tors, Aledo’s Board of Trustees sent
letters to each of the area’s state
representatives last week advising
them of the problems facing school
funding and pleading for the legis-
lature to finish the job.

“When we started coming to
understand that the legislature
wouldn’t be doing anything for
school funding - or doing a very,
very minimal amount for school
funding - certainly nothing to tackle
the issue of teacher pay and infla-
tion, we decided that we needed
to make cuts,” Superintendent Dr.
Susan Bohn stated during Monday’s
meeting. “We decided that this
community would expect that we
would try to get into budget, or as
close to into the budget as we can,
so we have done a 10-percent oper-
ational cut for all campuses and all
departments across the district. We
will continue to implement those
and look for other opportunities [to
make budgetary cuts]”

Chief Financial Advisor for the
district, Earl Husfeld, mentioned in
light of the lack of finalized appro-
priation of state funding for schools,

Turn to BOARD, page A6
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Texas Butane Co. promises safety, quality service to all customers

Founded in 1958, Texas Butane Co.
is a true family-run business with deep
roots in Parker County.

Co-owner Judy White — who shares
the business with her husband, Morris
— can recall riding to Austin with her
parents Mary and V.E. Kemp Jr. for her
father’s TRRC exam, which certified his
familiarity with gas and the safe delivery
of it.

Judy and Morris, who met as some of
the company’s earliest employees in 1964
and married the following year, pur-
chased the business from Judy’s mother
when her father passed.

The couple vowed, then, that Texas
Butane Co. would continue to be recog-
nized for its same great quality and high
standards despite the change in ownership.

“One of my sons who works here
once said, ‘Its not a job, it's our heri-
tage, and that’s how we all feel about it;
Judy said. “We stick to ethical business
practices and we think our customers
recognize that”

Today, the company can store up
to 150,000 gallons and has nearly a
dozen delivery trucks. Judy and Morris
are joined in company operations by
their three sons, a daughter-in-law, two
granddaughters, and many other valued
employees.

“We have the greatest employees in
the world,” Judy said. “Everyone here
is community driven. We all think its a
wonderful community to be part of, and
we do everything we can to give back
to Parker County and the surrounding
areas.”

The company offers a wide range
of services, including the sale and lease
of propane tanks, as well as tank instal-
lation. They offer propane delivery to
residential homes and commercial busi-
nesses both.

Judy said propane is a multipurpose
fuel used for several reasons: warming the
house, heating swimming pools, cooking
and grilling, RV travel, and more.

“If it's propane related, we pretty
much take care of it,” Judy said.

Over the last few months, Texas
Butane Co. has seen increased interest
in tanks for generators due to the recent
winter storm.

One of the only differences in com-
pany operations, since the company’s
inception, was the shift from butane
to propane for customers’ benefit. The
product is more consistent and stable in
the winter’s cold weather.

Judy said the company’s point of
pride lands in their priority for safety. The
first step for all customers is a complete
evaluation of systems to ensure there are
no potential safety issues, such as leaks.

“Safety will always be our number
one goal,” Judy said.

The business has been award-
ed the Small Business Award from the
Weatherford Chamber of Commerce
and four consecutive Reader’s Choice
award for propane from 2017-21. It also
received the Texas Treasure Business
Award, which recognized businesses that
have been owned by the same family for
50 years.
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Now in its fifth generation of family,
Texas Butane Co. has operated in Parker
County for 65 years. Judy can date her
family’s history here back to her ances-
tors who signed the petition to create the
county.

“We love Parker County;” Judy said.
“This is our home and where we want
to be”

Texas Butane is located at 103 W.
Church (on the square) in Weatherford.
For more information, call 817-596-
8758 or visit texasbutane.com.
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There is a bit of a different scenar-
io in Willow Park than in Benbrook,
however.

“That [Benbrook] was a new,
ground-up store,” Labadie said. “
When we opened that one, it was just
concrete and the ceiling was caved in.
So we worked with the landlord and
the city. We all came together as to
what we're going to do with this space
and how we're going to divide it up
because it was a grocery store. So now
it's divided into three spaces with us
being the largest.”

The Benbrook store took off
immediately. Labadie explained that
Ace has three tiers of stores, tiering up
from Ace branded to “Visionary,” then
“Platinum,” and finally “Pinnacle.”

“At Benbrook, we've been
Pinnacle. We were Pinnacle the first
year we were open. We worked real-
ly hard to hit that top tier status,
and then did it again the next year,’
Labadie said. “We're going to do it
again this year”

When asked what sets ace
Hardware apart from other hardware
and big-box stores, Labadie replied
“it's really the community that it's in.

Ace corporately — they’re very picky
about where they'll put a hardware
store. You know, generally, it's the
community that makes it special.”

Labadie has already seen that
first-hand in Willow Park.

“So being in this store, knowing
the disrepair it's been in for the for as
long as it has been, I've asked the peo-
ple that come in here and shop, ‘Why
do you keep coming back?’ I get the
same answer every time. ‘Well, this
is my Ace Hardware. This is my Ace,;
and that's what makes it different
than the big box. Nobody ever says
‘that's my Home Depot or that's my

2

Lowes! It's ‘this is my Ace.

Moving Forward

The transformation of the Willow
Park store into the successful image
of its sibling in Benbrook won’t hap-
pen overnight.

“Our first goal is to just get the
inventory back in,” Labadie said.
“We're going to get the inventory back
in and fix the price tags because right
now they have peg hooks with prod-
uct on it and no price tags, or price
tags and no product. So we're gonna
balance that out where we have price
tags and products on all the shelves.”

Labadie said after that it's going
to be finding out the community
needs: what kind of plumbing do the
houses have in them; what kind of air
conditioner filters are needed, and
that kind of thing.

“The older neighborhoods have
crazier plumbing, so they need crazy
fittings,” Labadie said. “So we find out
what those needs are; four inch air
filters — we don't set stores was four
inch air filters, but people need them.
So then we find out what's the sizes
people need. We bring those things
so we can tailor it to the community
and that's really the next step is start
to tailor the process.”

The main thing for Labadie is to
have what people need when they
come into the store.

“So if you want to dig under the
house [to fix the plumbing], you
don't want to replace everything on
the house. You may just want to be
able to slap a rubber boot on there.
‘We got to make sure we have the rub-
ber boot. We might not sell it every
day — we might not sell 100; we
might not sell five in a whole entire
year. But if we have five and you need
two, you'll be happy that we have it
right here”

And if they don’t have it, Labadie
is training the store staff to be able

to order parts on the spot for next-
day delivery from the Ace warehouse
about an hour away.

There are also other things the
store can do immediately, such as
automative keys and programming
key fobs.

“They have all this stuff to do
automotive keys, but nobody knows
how. So we're gonna get our people
trained,” Labadie said.

Other parts of the process will
take longer. Labadie has a new store
layout in mind, but that will take time
— probably a year or so.

“About a year or so from now we're
going to look at completely resetting
the store, fixing anything that needs
fixed, we're going to update the hub,
we're going to start doing all the
things that the Benbrook
store does.”

Product lines

Labadie has plans to
add and expand some
product categories in
the store. For example, he said the
number one product category in the
Benbrook store is grilling.

“We know there are some grill
stores in the area. They do a great,
fantastic job. But if you're here and

you need that stuff, we're going to
have it. We're going to update all
the grill stuff. We're going to look
at bringing Big Green Egg in here,’
Labadie said.

He also plans additional space for
drain cleaners.

“We'll have more stuff for sep-
tic, more stuff for just regular drain
cleaning — augers and plungers,” he
said.

In addition, he plans a bigger
choice of 4” air filters, and the addi-
tion of RV parts, as well as completely
resetting automotive tools.

“Every category we're going to
update and bring in something new,’
he said.

Overall, Labadie feels his own-
ership of the Willow Park store was
meant to be.

He was in another commu-
nity looking at a store to possibly
buy, but didn’t have a good feel-
ing about it, when he found out
the Willow Park store was for

sale.

“I don't feel like was just a happy
accident,” Labadie said. “I really feel
like we were meant to purchase this
store. We get a lot of the Willow Park
folks out in Benbrook already. It was
I mean to be that we're here”

CENTURY
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had the most generous and loving
heart and compassion for people.
She would do anything for anyone,
and there were generations of peo-
ple there.

“I have two brothers, and some
of their friends were at the party,
because they could remember com-
ing to Mr. and Mrs. Wood's house
when they were growing up and
having sleepovers and other things.
We always had an open door. She's
met so many people in so many
walks of life, and she's the same
with everyone."

And Wood has tried to live her
life with a general sense of gratitude.

Growing up in the
Great Depression

Born in a log cabin in Millsap
in 1923, Wood was 6 when the
Great Depression started. She said
that the lessons she learned from
that period have remained with her
throughout her life.

"I think people should have to
live on a farm for a while and learn

how to work,” Wood laughed. "I
worked in the field and I worked in
the cotton patch, and it never hurt
anybody. It taught me a good work
ethic and to be honest.

“We had a vegetable farm one
time during the Depression and
my daddy would gather loads of
vegetables like carrots, radishes and
watermelons and take them up to
Oklahoma City. Once he had to
bring them all back and feed them
to the dogs because the market had
hit bottom."

Wood still remembers much of
her childhood quite well.

"I was born while (Calvin)
Coolidge was president,” Wood said.
"And then (Herbert) Hoover got us
in a bigger mess, and then next was
(Franklin) Roosevelt, and I loved
Roosevelt. He was president when I
got married.

“My husband was in the ser-
vice for five years. He came home
after that, and we enjoyed 52 years
together. He was a wonderful, car-
ing person. He taught me a lot."

Luther Wood, who entered the
Army as a buck private, eventually
attained the rank of Lieutenant. He
passed away in 1992.

Patterson, 74, said she still
remembers the important lessons
her parents imparted on her as a
young girl.

"My parents brought us up in
a home of integrity and honesty,'
Patterson said. "They always taught
us that life is short, and we should
enjoy every moment that we get.
We did a lot of things as a family,
things like vacations, family time
and we learned the books of the
Bible sitting around the dinner
table at night."

Reflecting on life

When Wood reflects on her life
and tries to understand how she
has had such a long and satisfying
existence, she said it boils down to
two things.

"The Lord has been good to me,"
Wood said. "I've been blessed with
good health and memory. I've had a
wonderful, wonderful life and, also,
when I make friends, I try to hold
onto them and keep them around.”

Patterson, however, said at a
recent doctor's visit, Wood offered
up a slightly different hypothesis.

"What she told her doctor when
he asked her ‘What do you think

your secret is to a long life?” was 'I
don't smoke, I don't drink, and I
don't cuss, but sometimes I wanted
to," Patterson said.

Wood moved to Aledo in 1949
and lived there for more than seven
decades.

She managed a women’s shoe store
in Ridglea called Paul’s Shoes for 22
years and has been a near
lifelong member of First
Baptist Church of Aledo.

Wood is a devoted
Texas Ranger fan, and she
went with her grandson to
see Nolan Ryan inducted
into the Baseball Hall of
Fame in Cooperstown, New York.

Patterson said that still having
her mother around for so long is
a luxury for which she is eternally
grateful.

"It's absolutely wonderful,"
Patterson said. "Back when she first
moved to Aledo, the population was
250. We were always told that Aledo
is just a little bedroom community.
They didn't want any industry, and
it was very small. Of course, we all
know how that has changed. She
came to live with me so that we
could cook together and do things

together, and I'm blessed. I'm very

blessed."

Wood and her husband were two
of the original signees of the Aledo
Charter to incorporate. Luther, who
served in the army during World
War II, has a brick in the Aledo
Veterans Plaza.

Patterson said the most import-
ant lesson her mother taught
her was a credo by which
Wood has always tried to live
her own life.

"She taught us the Golden
Rule at an early age," Patterson
said. "Treat others the way
you would want to be treated.”

Wood has tried to make the most

of her time here on earth, visiting

42 states, including Hawaii, and has

been to Canada and the Bahamas.

She has children, grandchildren,
great grandchildren and great, great
grandchildren. And as to whether
or not the long time Aledo resident
has accomplished all that she want-
ed to in life, that answer is — not
quite.

"I would still like to jump out
of an airplane,’ Wood said. "When
President Bush did that, I said, 'I

"m

want to do that a few times.
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Capital Highlights

STAAR scores show continued struggles in math, reading

Gary Borders

gborders@texaspress.com

Texas public student scores
in standardized testing continue
to improve since the pandemic,
but more than half of those tak-
ing the test still struggle with
math and just under half read
below grade-level, the ZTexas
Tribune reported.

Students in grades three
through eight took the State of
Texas Assessments of Academic
Readiness tests in math and read-
ing last spring. The results were
released last week by the Texas
Education Agency.

Math scores have improved
since the pandemic low of just
35% meeting grade level or above
in math in 2021, up to 43% in the
latest STAAR scores. The per-
centage of students reading at
grade level or above was essen-
tially flat at 52%, but still above
pre-pandemic levels, which were
47% in 2019.

Teachers across Texas con-
tinue to work with passion and
skill to help students learn,” said
Mike Morath, Texas Education
Commissioner. “This year’s
results show the efforts of our
educators continue to deliver
improved results for students.”

Lawyers: Paxton used
burner phones, fake
Uber account

A series of documents filed by
House impeachment managers
claim suspended Texas Attorney
General Ken Paxton gave indict-
ed real estate developer Nate
Paul “unfettered access” to the
AG’s office in order to “harass
his enemies,” The Dallas Morning
News reported.

Paxton used burner phones,
a secret personal email account
and a fake Uber account in order
to visit a woman with whom he
was having an extramarital affair,
the documents indicate.

“Uber records reflect drivers
picked up Paxton under the alias
of ‘Dave P’ a block from his home
and ferried him to his lover’s
or Paul’s properties more than
a dozen times from August 6,

2020, until October 2, 2020,” the
House managers wrote.

Paul allegedly bribed Paxton
by paying for a house remodeling
and giving Paxton’s lover a job,
the documents indicate.

Paul was indicted in June
for federal financial crimes. A
federal grand jury is reportedly
looking into Paxton’s connection
with Paul. Paxton was impeached
by the Texas House in late May
and faces trial in the Senate on
Sept. 5. He was immediately sus-
pended without pay upon being
impeached.

Paxton also faces a criminal
trial next year on a 2015 indict-
ment for securities fraud.

New strain of COVID-19

being monitored

The World Health
Organization is monitoring a
new strain of COVID-19 it says is
accounting for a growing share of
cases in several countries, includ-
ing the United States, according
to the Texas Standard. EG.5, or
“Eris,” is being monitored to see
how it might mutate.

Dr. Catherine Trosi, an infec-
tious diseases epidemiologist
at UTHealth Houston School
of Public Health, said it’s hard
to know the exact cause of the
recent uptick in COVID cases.

“When the public health
emergency ended, a lot of track-
ing went away, she told the Texas
Standard. “The latest data shows
17% of cases are due to this vari-
ant. But we’re not tracking cases

really well because people have
stopped testing. Even if you test
positive, it doesn’t get reported to
health departments. So really the
markers we have are hospitaliza-
tions, which we have seen go up
quite significantly - although it’s
important to remember we are
still at historic lows in terms of
hospitalizations due to COVID.”

The Texas Department of
State Health Services reported a
rolling seven-day average of 929
hospitalized COVID-19 patients,
up 132 from the previous week,
with 21 fatalities.

Survey: 80% of
anti-migrant buoys are
in Mexico

A survey by the bination-
al agency in charge of the Rio
Grande indicates nearly all of
the anti-migrant buoys Texas has
installed in the river are
on the Mexican side of the
river, The Dallas Morning
News reported.

The survey by the
International Boundary
and Water Commission
found that of the 995-foot string
of buoys installed near Eagle Pass
last month, 787 feet — nearly
80% — are on the Mexican side.

The U.S. Justice Department
has sued the state in attempt to
force it to remove the barrier. In
court, the state has insisted the
barrier is on the U.S. side of the
river. Mexico contends the bar-
riers violate both federal law and

an international treaty between it
and the United States.

Employment records

set in the state

Texas has more jobs and
more people employed than ever
before, according to the Texas
Workforce Commission. The
state has recorded 29 consecu-
tive months of growth and again
leads the nation in the number
of jobs added over the past year
— 441,700 new positions since
July 2022.

“Texas leads the nation in sus-
tainable job growth with more
than 2.7 million positions added
in the past decade,” said TWC
Chairman Bryan Daniel. “The
Texas economy remains strong,
and TWC will continue to pro-
vide support through tools and
resources for job seekers and
employers alike.”

The leisure and hospi-
tality sector led job growth
with 9,800 jobs, while
manufacturing added
6,600 positions, closely
followed by private edu-
cation and health service
with 6,400 jobs. Of the 26,300
new jobs added in July, all but
400 were in the private sector.

Gary Borders 1is a wveteran
award-winning Texas journal-
ist. He published a number of
community newspapers in Texas
during a 30-year span, includ-
ing in Longview, Fort Stockton,
Nacogdoches and Cedar Park.
Email: gborders@texaspress.com.

AND JUST WHEN
T FIGURED OUT THE
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
MOSTLY SUNNY AND
PARTLY cLouDy !

Slings&Arrows

‘None of the Above’ season is approaching

Randy Keck

rkeck@community-news.com

I think I have always been an
adult — even when I was a child.

My mother told me about
something that happened when
I was a small child — I think my
dad might have said something,
and my mother pointed out to
him that I was only a child.

“Then why doesn’t he act like
it?” was my father’s response.

I thought about that episode
when I got to thinking about the
weather. On the calendar, at least,
summer is winding down. It is
actually less than a month until
the first day of fall.

So why doesn’t it act like it.

For some reason Mother
Nature (not Gay Larson; I'm
talking about the mythical

Mother Nature) has not gotten
the memo, and continues to feed
us extreme summer heat.

As much as we complain
about how hot it is, the time will
rush by until we complain about
how cold it is.

So enjoy the heat while it lasts
— how’s that for looking at the
glass half full?

Speaking of Mother Nature,
Gay Larson was officially crowned
Mother Nature this morning
(Wednesday, Aug. 23) by the
Parker County Master Gardeners.

I have never been to, nor have
I ever seen, an actual corona-
tion (I skipped Prince Charles’)
so it was quite a treat, and Aledo
Community Center was filled
with well wishers and friends
who wanted to let Gay know how
special she is.

With the short time between
our press deadline today and the
event this morning, I could not
do justice to the event, so look for
print and video reporting next
week.

And speaking of acting like
adults, we are on the cusp of a

new presidential election season,
While the first Republican pres-
idential debate hasn’t happened
yet for me, it will be over by the
time you read this.

I am hoping it will be a debate
of substance and free of the fifth-
grade level name calling that
has permeated politics lately (no
offense to fifth graders intended.

A record number of Americans
now identify as independents,
and if you want to understand
why, all you have to do is watch
the Republicans and Democrats
go at it.

I'm going to write more on
this later, but it seems today
that political parties once saw
each other as “the opposition.”
Now they see each other as “the
enemy.”

I was a big Ronald Reagan fan
back in the day — I volunteered
in his 1980 campaign. One of
his hallmarks as a great leader
was not to demonize the oppo-
sition. Instead, he chose to work
with Democrats to find common
ground.

Reagan felt that if you could
get 60% of what you want and
the other side agrees, then you're
ahead of the game to agree on
it and then start working on the
other 40%.

Today the parties want 100%,
and they’re not going to budge,
and so very little gets done.

Still, I'm a political junkie and
I'm looking forward to the dabate
— you kow, the one that’s already
happened when you read this.

Who knows what the land-
scape will be when it is over since
the leader in the polls decided not
to participate.

Speaking ofindependents, a
vast majority of Americans don’t
want to see a re-run of the last
election, but as I wrote during the
2016 election, we unfortunately
do not have a “none of the above”
option on presidential ballots.

But I'm holding out hope that
one day we'll get that option.

Randy Keck has been the owner
of The Community News for 28
years. He is the treasurer of the
National Newspaper Association
Foundation.
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW

Acting out her dream

Bailey helping others
reach entertainment
goals

By John English

The Community News

From the time she was a young
girl, Hailey Bailey knew she wanted
to be in show business.

Originally from Fort Worth,
Bailey and her family moved to the
Willow Park area when she was
9-years old and it was there that she
grew especially close to her extend-
ed family and nurtured a budding
passion for acting.

"T was the kind of kid that was
always performing,' Bailey said.

Now, as part of the Image public
relations firm in Los Angeles, she
is helping others nurture that same
dream.

Bailey's father owned a car deal-
ership in Fort Worth on University
Drive that he had to relocate due to
the construction of a toll road over
his former property, but Bailey said
it turned out to be a good thing for
her family.

"It was actually coming at a
time in our lives when it really

made sense to move out to the
Aledo- Willow Park area,' Bailey
said. "My dad found some differ-
ent locations for his businesses out
in Graford, and the Aledo-Willow
Park area was kind of an in-between
for our school, which was All Saints
Episcopal School at the time. So it
was kind of a perfect time.

“Our grandparents all really
wanted to live closer, so basically at
that time, we packed up and bought
my grandmother's house, and she
built a new house right on the front
of our property. And then my dad's
dad moved into a little apartment
that we called 'the barn. It looked
like a barn, but it was actually an
apartment in the back of our prop-
erty. So we basically had like a little
compound where I got to live out
the rest of my childhood with all of
my living grandparents.”

Diversified talents

Growing up, Bailey was into
sports, singing and performing.

She earned a spot on the varsity
volleyball squad as a freshman and
participated in varsity cheerlead-
ing before she started focusing on
acting.

Bailey, 26, would travel to
Dallas once a week for acting
classes and said that her journey
to public relations, which took
her to the University of Texas at
Austin and threw a few different
PR internships, has been quite the
adventure.

"It has been crazy," Bailey said.
"I'm just taking it day by day, for
sure. I loved going to UT. I was
an acting major at UT. I eventu-
ally reached a point where I got
burnt out and I started to feel like
acting looked like a path where I
would just have to sit around and
wait for someone to give me a yes
and give me a job to pay the bills.

“Being raised by two success-
ful entrepreneurs for parents, that
career path just didn't really vibe
with me anymore as I got older. As
I continued on my path at UT, I
realized that I was probably better
suited towards the business side
of the industry. So from there I
went for my first internship in Los
Angeles.”

Her first internship was with a
production company called Temple
Hill Entertainment.

“The owner's name
is Marty Bowen, and
he's actually from Fort
Worth himself]” Bailey
said. “I loved that
internship. It gave me
a lot of insight into the
industry and started
me on my journey of
figuring out where I fit
in"

An episode during
her time as an intern
with Temple Hill
Entertainment made
a big impact on
her and was one
of her first great
experiences in
the business.

"I actually
pitched something
to one of the exec-
utives at the time that
made it into development,’ Bailey
said. "It never came to fruition,
but it kind of made it to that next
step, and they emailed me after my
internship and told me that my idea
had gone on to be something else.
I was just kind of surprised. I was
like, 'Oh wow! Okay, cool!™

PHOTO COURTESY OF IMAGE PR

Former Willow Park resident
Hailey Bailey now lives in Los
Angeles and is the founder of the
Image PR firm for entertainers.

Shifting focus
But it was also at Temple Hill that
she recognized that her focus had

shifted once again.
Turn to ACTING, page A6
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"I realized at that first intern-
ship that I needed a job that was
more hands-on because I like doing
something different every day, and
that's what my job now entails,’'
Bailey said. "I went back for my
senior year at UT. I had a class
where we had a guest lecturer who
was this fabulous publicist for Aziz
Ansari and John Krasinski and a
bunch of talented and amazing
comedians. Then she told us about
her day-to-day, and that was when
I realized that that was the job for

n

me.

Bailey said she approached the
lecturer and asked what she needed
to do make that happen.

"She told me to do some PR
internships, and I would be all set,
because I already had the entertain-
ment side on my resume,’ Bailey
said. "My senior year at UT I only
had like pilates and nutrition on my
schedule, so I took two different PR
internships for my remaining time
at UT. From there I went on to LA,
and the rest is history."

Bailey worked for a while for
a major PR firm before venturing
out on her own last fall, founding
Image PR.

Bailey's clients include Brandi
Cyrus (Miley's half sister), Eva
Gutowski, Charly Jordan, Ellie
Zeiler, and Katie Austin.

Her daily routine involves work-
ing to present her clients accurately
and in the best possible light.

"I help my clients create and
maintain a public image," Bailey
said. "I make sure that the image
they want to put out into the world
is put out there on their terms, and
the media doesn't run some crazy
story about them that isn't quite
true. I just try to empower them to
feel confident that the story they're
putting into the world is a cultivat-
ed and accurate representation of
who they are."

Fortunately for Bailey, her cli-
ents make it easy.

"I pride myself in selecting cli-
ents that are good people," Bailey
said. "They make my day-to-day
a lot less stressful, and the stress
that I do feel ends up being worth
it because they are great people. I
believe in everything they're doing."

Biggest reward

Bailey said the most fulfilling
aspect of her job is seeing her cli-
ents have success.

"I would say its the big wins,"
Bailey said. "It can be a very stressful

job, but once we make it to that big
moment and I get to celebrate that
with my client, it kind of feels like
being Santa on Christmas.

"You know, you've been working
really hard, and now you're headlin-
ing at the Encore Beach Club, that's
a win... These are the things we are
building toward, and once we hit a
milestone like that, it makes every-
thing worth it."

Bailey attributes her success to
her upbringing, the values her par-
ents imparted on her as a young girl
and a very special camp from her
childhood.

"My parents instilled an amazing
work ethic and morals within me
and also the camp that I went to as a
young kid called Camp Waldemar,"
Bailey said. "It was life-changing,
and it really set me on the right path
creatively...they were the first peo-
ple to ever let me direct a musical
and they really believed in me and
kind of let me explore my passions
for that. I owe most of finding my
path to Camp Waldemar."

Looking ahead

As far as ever getting back to
acting is concerned, Bailey said
there are no immediate plans

"I think that ship has sailed,”
Bailey said. “I was a master student

under Cathryn Sullivan in Dallas
for quite some time. I loved her.
I loved the program and I loved
acting. But ultimately, I don't know
that I would want to be in front of
the camera any more. I feel like that
time in my life was meant to teach
me about the industry and how
people can get taken advantage of
so that I can protect my clients now
and moving forward.

"That experience and my expe-
rience with the industry helps me
advise my clients and consult them
correctly in order for them to have
success."

Bailey said it still seems surreal
at times that she has enjoyed the
success she has so far, but
added that she does have
definite goals for where she
would like to take her com-
pany in the future.

"I just launched my
business in November of
2022, Bailey said. "I'm not
even quite a year in, so my goal
hasn't changed, but it has expand-
ed. What I really want to do is just
continue expanding and working
on projects that make me excited,
eventually, like producing maybe or
creating a product line of my own.
The opportunities are endless, and
I'm very open minded at this point,
knowing that my role has already

changed so much in the last eight
months in terms of what I'm doing
for my clients.

“I'm so much more than a pub-
licist at this point. I really think my
ultimate goal is to continue to find
a way to be passionate about the
projects I am working on."

Bailey said she has had her nay-
sayers over the years, and if she had
one bit of advice she could offer to
younger people thinking of going
into public relations, it would be to
persevere.

"I would say don't listen
to anyone that tells you that
you can’t do it, it's not a real
job, or that it's not realistic,"’
Bailey said. "I think a lot of
people like to talk and tell you that
you will fail, when they don't really
understand how big of an industry
this is...and if anyone is passionate
about it and wants to try, you just
have to get out here and go for it.
Don't listen to anyone else who tells
you it's not realistic or it's not possi-
ble, because it is."

BOARD
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Aledo ISD, like many others
across the state, are having to
adopt deficit budgets. Husfeld
said the district is working dili-
gently to minimize deficits in the
short term, but cautioned the
longer the legislature takes to
determine where funding dollars
will come from, the larger the
deficits will become.

Both he and Board of
Trustees President Forrest
Collins expressed their personal
hopes the legislature will recon-
vene for a second special session
as early as October to provide
funding relief for schools.

“What we aren’t doing this
year is we aren’t cutting staff)
Bohn stressed during the meet-
ing. “We aren’t saying, ‘We aren’t
doing that program anymore
because we can’t afford it. If the
legislature doesn’t do anything
in the special session, when we’re
back here this time next year, we
will be talking about that. I don’t
think there will be any way that
we can’t”

Property tax rates for Aledo
ISD have been on the decline
in recent years before the

legislature passed sweeping tax
cuts this year. The M&O side of
funding within the district will
see an 18.5 cents per $1,000 of
property value decrease this year
while the debt services side will
see a 2.5 cents increase due to
the passage of the school bond in
March of 2023.

The net 16 cents reduction
in tax burden across the district
means overall the district has
experienced a 39 cents reduction
in property taxes over the past
five years.

On top of the decrease in
property taxes the district has
experienced in the past few years,
Husfeld also mentioned
a potential increase in
the state’s homestead
exemption from $40,000
to $100,000 will be put
before voters during the
November election. Tax
statements sent to property own-
ers in October will reflect the
increased exemption rate before
the measure hits the ballot to
give property owners an under-
standing of their tax burden in
the event the measure passes.

Schools are required to sub-
mit their budgets to the state
prior to the election to be reflect-
ed on tax statements as if the

measure has already passed.
Voters have historically approved
increases to the exemption when
it has been on the ballot.

Should voters not pass the
measure, Husfeld stated the dis-
trict would revise the budget at
that time to reflect the current
homestead exemption limits.

The first day of school last
week marked the first time in
a few years the district has not
opened a new school. Last year
the district opened the new
McAnally Middle School on the
first day of the 2022-
23 school year. The
new Lynn McKinney
Elementary School that
is currently under con-
struction is slated to
open just in time for the
first day of school in August of
2024.

Assistant  Superintendent
of Curriculum and Instruction
Amber Chrissey added that even
though no new schools opened
in the district this year, Aledo
ISD still added over 100 new
teachers across the district.

COUNCIL

from page Al

Wastewater rate study

The council voted to accept a water/
wastewater rate study from NewGen
Strategies, which city officials had
requested several months ago. Willow
Park has not increased either rate since
2017.

Assistant City Manager Bill
Funderburk noted the city has
been transferring money from
the water account to the waste-
water fund to offset a deficit.

Due to rising costs in the
water and wastewater systems, and
construction of a must needed waste-
water plant, NewGen Chief Financial
Officer Chris Ekrut said a three-year
model was requested to make both
funds financially healthy.

"We need some sizable wastewater
(fund) increases going forward," Ekrut
said.

In the study, it was recommended
the city address:

*Revenue sufficiency - Revenues
must match or exceed expenses.

*Reserves - Must plan for a rainy
day.

*Reinvestment - Repair, replace,
and reinvest in infrastructure.

Ekrut said the cost to the city to
create a balance will be approximately

$35.4 million. To help offset that cost,
the study showed monthly bill impacts
going forward for Willow Park, should
an increase take effect, will be:

*Residential - Current, $108.21; fis-
cal year 2024, $119.21; FY25, $130.66;
FY 26, $142.11; FY27, $142.56; FY28,
$143.01.

*Commercial - Current, $201.21;
FY24, $258.40; FY25, $289.59;
FY26, $320.78; FY27, $322.13;
FY28, $323.48.

"Not having any adjustments
over several years, it's something
we have to look at," Willow Park
Mayor Doyle Moss said. "The
cost of everything is going up.
We're playing catch-up.”

New wastewater plant

The council authorized city staff
to amend the bid specifications for a
new wastewater plant and seek com-
petitive proposals. The capacity has
been reduced from 1 million gallons to
750,000 gallons based on current and
projected future water usage because
of growth expectations.

"Seven hundred and fifty give you
quite a bit of expansion room, based
on projections we now have," said
Derek Turner of Jacob and Martin
Civil Engineers.

Current water usage in Willow Park
is about 350,000 gallons per day.

Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry

Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C.
Michael Ball, D.D.S., PL.L.C.

Diplomate of American Board of Pediatric Dentistry
Fellow of American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry
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www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com

Ofc: 817-441-2425
Fax: 817-441-2491
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Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel
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Ginger Adams
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www.tworld.com/weatherford
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changing

Life won't always go as
planned. That's why there's
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no matter what happens.

State Farmis there.®
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I-20 ANIMAL HOSPITAL
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HEALTH CARE
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e Computed Tomography
(CT scan)-NEW!
3713 Fort Worth Hwy
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¢ ULTRASONOGRAPHY

Between Exits 415 and 414

/(L MYSER
ORTHODONTICS

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

MyserOrtho.com + 817-441-8700 - Aledo & Willow Park



http://myserortho.com
http://www.galbreaithpickard.com
http://www.tworld.com/weatherford
http://www.i-20animalhospital.com
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Dementia Support Group
Join us for our Dementia
Support Group on Thursday,
August 31st at 5:30 p.m. at
Harvest of Aledo.

Guest speaker Kim Waid,
Certified Dementia
Practitioner.

Harvest of Aledo is here to
provide emotional, educa-
tional, and social support
to friends and families of
individuals coping with
Alzheimer’s Disease or
related dementias.

You don’t have to do this
alone. Make new friends.
Learn from each other.
RSVP to 682-209-0643

&

.

SEPTEMBER1

The Shops at Willow
Bend: Bubbles & Baubles-
DIY Blankets

The Shops at Willow Bend
Join our September Bubbles
and Baubles event on

Friday, September 1, from 5
- 7 p.m. at the Rebel Athletic
Store inside of The Shops at

BELUBBLES & BAUBLES

Willow Bend! Come and DIY
your own blanket!

There will be complemen-
tary drinks for adults. Cost
to attend: FREE!

SEPTEMBER2

Ironmen Breakfast

Join Ironmen Breakfast
Breakfast on Saturday,
September 2, from 8-10
a.m. at Parker County
Cowboy Church, for fellow-
ship for the men.Join Rick
and the “Baconators” for a
meal & a message!

Come hungry and bring a
friend!

Aledo UMC Lord’s Acre
Fall Festival

Join this fun annual event
from10 a.m.- 3 p.m.on

Saturday, October 7, at Aledo
United Methodist @ 100
Pecan St in Aledo, Tx for

a day full of fun, vendors,
food, a Kid’'s Zone, a Country
Kitchen, Silent & Live
Auction, and much more!

ACROSS

1 Oldham County seat

5 TX Jensen Ackles

was in “Rust” before

shooting incident
with this Baldwin
6 Spanish “little girl”

39 front door, e.g.

41 this Smith worked for the
Astros for 35 years

42 Texas-born astronaut,

White
45 parental response:
“because _ ____so0”

TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

Copyright 2023 by Orbison Bros.

SATURIAY 0CTORER TTH

ALEDO-FEST

will be on Saturday,
October 21, from1-5 p.m.
at Aledo High School’s
south parking lots, 1000
Bailey Ranch Road

This year’s event will fea-
ture live music and many
activities for kids of all ages!
Meet your local businesses
at the many vendor booths,
do some gift shopping and
early holiday finds, and get a
little something for yourself!
Come hungry for a variety
of food trucks on-site for
good eats & autumn treats!

For questions or more infor-
mation, please contact Deana
McMullen, City Secretary,

at City Hall: 817-441-7016,

or cell/text: 817-829-4024,
email, or visit Aledo City Hall.

7 Fri. night score 46 end of boxing bout (abbr.)
8 founded in Texas, 47 french fries seasoning 13 |14
“Steak and _" 48 org. that controls athletic AT
9 horse racetrack in contests in Texas schools
Selma, Texas: 49 fuel nozzle site (2 wds.)
“ Park”
15 TXism: “up and __
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16 sold by Texas-based 32
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the front end of a surface
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27 in golf, scoring a 54 Z;g:,zt\zgg' 49 50 |51 P-1650
3on_ __ 4disa 55 TX Janis sang “Me 12 place for a school =5
birdie and Bobby Mc__” assembly
28 those kids who — 13 former talking horse 53 34 TX Sissy was this
ain’t a seeker DOWN CBS sitcom (2 wds.) Lynn in 1980 film
29 marijuana cigarette 1 __ Alstyne, TX 14 Cowboy running back, 54 “Coal Miner’s
30 “the food was good, 2 UT grad, Wallach Tommie (1990-94) Daughter” (init.)
whatthere __ 3 TX George H.W. 15 Potter County seat 55 35 Texas actor Tommy
__” (small portion) wanted a kinder 16 Lukas of “Leap of ___Jones
32 it uses machines and nation Faith” starring Texas- 37 __ -retentive
that learn (abbr.) 4 TX Tommy Lee born Steve Martin 24 Branch Davidians (overly orderly)
33 TXism: “hot as _ Jones has won one 17 straying from the of Waco notoriety 40 took _ __ of
bumper” of these (2 wds.) proper course (noun) 25 “Stark Museum hot coffee
36 AH.___ founded 8 Padre Island beach 18 live in a place ____inOrange 43 adog____his tail
the Dallas Morning bronzed (2 wds.) 20 San Antonio public 26 in Ellis County when he’s happy
News 9 reservoir north of FM station on |-35 (2 wds.) 44 TXism: “tame as
37 TXism: “the ole ball Denton 22 home state of Jerry 28 sword handle o
___chain” (spouse) 10 “Gig ‘__Aggies!” Jones (abbr.) 31 Alamo heroes were 50 analyze a sentence

38 fishing boat that
drags baited lines

unable to off
the Mexicans

11 Texas-born saxo- 23 televangelist in
phonist, “Tex” (init.) Rockwall, TX, Larry

into its parts
51 Austin univer.

EVENT SUBMISSIONS

Send event submissions to events@community-news.com.

Please include time, date, and place of the event, a short description, and phone/
email for obtaining further information, with photos, graphics, or flyers.

Matt Morris

Proud to
Support the Aledo
Bearcats

State of the Art Sterilization Room
% Invisalign and Zoom! Whitening
" Massage Chairs and HDTV

Water Purification System

GUS BATES 817-529-5325 or7is DDS
,HJ_. insserance o invesemmenss —sa- matt@gusbates.com @ﬂﬂum@

@ASSOC'ATES

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS, PROPERTY & CASUALTY,

RETIREMENT PLAN SERVICES

Securities offered through Kestra Investment Services, LLC (Kestra IS), member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through Kestra
Advisory Services, LLC (Kestra AS), an affiliate of Kestra IS. Kestra IS and Kestra AS are not affiliated with Gus Bates Insurance & Investments.

2551 River Park Dr. Suite 201 * Fort Worth, TX 76116
IEAMILYADENTISTRYAWHEREJHONES T )Y4&;

2022 2023 Change
Total tax rate (per $100 of value) $0.100000 $0.100000 increase of 0.000000, or
0.00%
Average homestead taxable value $369,807 $432,388 increase of 13,347, or
° ° 3.74%
. . . : Tax on average homestead $369.81 $432.34 increase of 13.35, or
3.75%
Total tax levy on all properties $1,154,303 $1,501,497 increase of 125,431, or
12.17%
C(CAR EITY

ROCK ST% RS

THE CENTER FOR CANCER AND BLOOD DISORDERS

NOTICE OF HEARING TO VOTE
ON TAX INCREASE

A tax rate of $0.100000 per $100 valuation has been proposed by the governing body of ESD #9.

A PROPOSED TAX RATE $0.100000 per $100
NO-NEW-REVENUE TAX RATE  $0.081940 per $100
AN E R- F | H T | N VOTER-APPROVAL TAX RATE  $0.097414 per $100

DE MINIMIS RATE $0.1278350 per $100

The no-new-revenue tax rate is the tax rate for the 2023 tax year that will raise the same amount of prop-
erty tax revenue for ESD #9 from the same properties in both the 2022 tax year and the 2023 tax year.

The voter-approval rate is the highest tax rate that ESD #9 may adopt without holding an election to seek
voter approval of the rate, unless the de minimis rate for ESD #9 exceeds the voter-approval rate for ESD
#9.

The de minimis rate is the rate equal to the sum of the no-new-revenue maintenance and operations rate
for ESD #9, the rate that will raise $500,000, and the current debt rate for ESD #9.

The proposed tax rate is greater than the no-new-revenue tax rate. This means that ESD #9 is proposing
to increase property taxes for the 2022 tax year.

A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSED TAX RATE WILL BE HELD ON August 22, 2023 AT 7 pm AT
Parker County ESD 9, 1107 FM 1189, Brock, TX 76087.

The proposed tax rate is greater than the voter-approval tax rate but not greater than the de minimis
rate. However, the proposed tax rate exceeds the rate that allows voters to petition for an election under
Section 26.075, Tax Code. If ESD #9 adopts the proposed tax rate, the qualified voters of the ESD #9
may petition the ESD #9 to require an election to be held to determine whether to reduce the proposed
tax rate. If a majority of the voters reject the proposed tax rate, the tax rate of the ESD #9 will be the
voter-approval tax rate of the ESD #9

YOUR TAXES OWED UNDER ANY OF THE RATES MENTIONED ABOVE CAN BE CALCULATED AS
FOLLOWS:

Property tax amount= (tax rate) x (taxable value of your property)/100

FOR the proposal: Jim Calhoun Randall Grissom
Craig Chambers

AGAINST the proposal: None

PRESENT and not voting:  N/A

ABSENT: Cruz Rivas Trey Pool

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property Tax database on which you can easily
access information regarding your property taxes, including information about proposed tax rates and
scheduled public hearings of each entity that taxes your property.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is calculated to limit
the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

The following table compares the taxes imposed on the average residence homestead by ESD #9 last
year to the taxes proposed to be imposed on the average residence homestead by ESD #9 this year.

For assistance with tax calculations, please contact the tax assessor for ESD #9 at 817-596-0077 or
parkercad@parkercad.org, or visit www.parkercad.org for more information.
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ALEDO FOOTBALL ADVANCE

Bearcats look for payback in coach’s debut

L

CROSS COUNTRY
Aledo teams
sweep
Cowtown
Challenge

Fink, Larson win
individual titles
By Rick Mauch

The Community News

It was a clean sweep for Aledo cross
country teams on Saturday, Aug. 19 as
they swept all varsity and junior var-
sity competitions
at the Cowtown
Challenge, held
at The Buff in
Haltom City.

Madison
Larson won an
individual champi-
onship for a second
straight week, top-
ping the field in
the 5K event with a
time of 18 minutes,
54.95 seconds.

On the boys side, Jack Fink reg-
istered his first individual win of the
season after taking second in the open-
ing week. He clocked a time 0f16:31.88
in his victory.

The Ladycats had four of the top
five finishes, with Micah Neal tak-
ing second, Molly Garrison placing
third and Sofia Brandenburg fifth. In
fact, all seven Ladycat varsity runners
placed in the top 10.

The junior varsity boys recorded a
perfect score as the top five runners
comprised the top five finishers, led
by Layton Ybarra. The JV girls also
had the individual winner with Aubrey
Connally.

It's the second consecutive week
they have competed in a meet at
this venue. They began the season at
the Birdville Early Bird Invitational
on Aug. 12. In that 2-mile meet the
Ladycats varsity also won while the
Bearcats varsity was second.

"It was a great day for the Aledo
Bearcats and Ladycats," coach Michael
Pinkerton said. "This was the first 5K
of the season, and the entire meet was
swept by our Ladycats and Bearcats!"

Aledo will next compete at the
Southlake Carroll Invitational on

Turn to COWTOWN, page A12

Jack Fink

Open season
at home
By Rick Mauch

The Community News

Public school powerhouse
hosts a private school dynamo
when Dallas Parish Episcopal
comes to Buchanan Stadium to
face the Aledo Bearcats Friday
night, Aug. 25, at 7:30 p.m.

And while Bearcat faithful are
used to facing the best compe-
tition available - and being the
best competition other teams can
face - what is new is the man
leading their charge into battle.

The game will be the debut
of Robby Jones as the Bearcats’
head coach. However, he is no
stranger to Aledo fans, having
been with the program for 24
years.

Jones was the offensive coor-
dinator from 2009 through last
season. It was his offense that
featured legendary high school
running back Johnathan Gray for
state championship seasons from
2009-11, in which Gray amassed
12,133 all-purpose yards (10,889
rushing) and 205 career touch-
downs (70 as a senior).

Jones also engineered the
most explosive offense in foot-
ball at any level in a single
season. The 2013 state champion
Bearcats went 16-0 and became
the only team ever to score over
1,000 points (1,023).

And now Jones takes the
helm, replacing retired coaching
legend Tim Buchanan. The last
time Buchanan retired - a five-
year stretch from 2014-18 - the
Bearcats went 75-4 under Steve
Wood, who also recently retired
as athletic director.

Jones worked under both
coaches and now looks to estab-

lish his own place in the record
books.

Scrimmage thoughts
The Bearcats scrimmaged
Stephenville on Friday, Aug. 18
at home in preparation for this
week’s season opener and Jones
liked what he saw from his team.
“I think we scrimmaged well
both on offense and defense,”
he said. “Stephenville’s a great

Hawk Patrick-Daniels

program, but they are a 4A
school and we ought to be able to
handle a 4A school - and we did.

“I think our guys were ready
to see an opponent across from
them who wasn’t their friend.”

Jones praised the running of
transfer sophomore Ray Guillory,
a move-in who led Mansfield
Lake Ridge in rushing last sea-
son (769 yards, 9 TD). He was
also happy to see junior wide
receiver Trace Clarkson catch a
couple of touchdown passes in
his first action against another
opponent since injuring his ACL
last season.

“All in all, I am pleased with
our performance,” Jones said. “It

was a good measuring stick for

”

us.

Back with
more experience

A young Bearcats team went
to Dallas last season and was
defeated by the Panthers, 24-17.
The Bearcats made a rally from a
24-3 deficit, but ultimately came
up short.

In that contest Aledo quar-
terback Hauss Hejny appeared
headed into the end zone for
what would have been the tying/
go ahead score when controversy
occurred. He fumbled, but there
was a question as to whether he
was down before losing the ball.

RYAN WADE/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

“It’s a good test for us. It will
show how well the kids prepared
over the summer and the first
two weeks (of practice),” Jones
said. “We've got a lot more expe-
rience this year. The kids were a
little more focused today. We're
getting ready to play a good
opponent and you can see it in
their faces.”

The Bearcats would actually
lose to Denton Guyer at home
the next week, 44-14, for the only
0-2 start in Buchanan’s career.
Of course, everyone knows what
happened after that as the team
reeled off 14 straight wins en
route to another state title.

Turn to ADVANCE, page A10

705 N FM 1187

P.O. Box 967

Aledo, Texas 76008
www.DoyleMoss.com
817-441-9053

Fax 817-441-7145

AUTO - HOME - LIFE - HEALTH
COMMERCIAL AUTO - BUSINESS
WORKERS COMP - RENTERS
COMMERCIAL PROPERTY

o Allstate

¢ Safeco

WE REPRESENT:

e Mercury

e Germania

¢ The Hartford
* Progressive

@cirra

HIGH SPEED INTERNET
SPEEDING IS ENCOURAGED

¢ State Auto

e Zurich

e Travelers

¢ And many others

(817) 259-1100 | www.cirranet.net

" Linda Moss
linda@doylemoss.com

Doyle Moss
doyle@doylemoss.com

Serving Parikar Coumngy and alll of leess sinee 1972,

Our family
serving

your family
since 1908.

White's
Funeral Home

130 Houston Ave. ® Weatherford
817-596-4811

www.whitesfuneral.com

Megan Hendricks
Megan@doylemoss.com

community-news.com

CLEAR FORK MATERIALS

Residential & Commercial
“Are you growing with us?”

* Topsoils & Custom
Soil Blends

* Compost & Mulches

* Rock & Sand Products

r

Serving North Texas
since 1986
Pick up or Delivery Available

817-441-7777

WWW.CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM

800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD

ALEDO, TEXAS
HOURS: M-F 8-5 «SAT 8-2



http://www.clearforkmaterials.com
http://www.whitesfuneral.com
http://www.community-news.com/stories/bearcats-look-for-payback-in-coachs-debut,46120
http://www.community-news.com/stories/aledo-teams-sweep-cowtown-challenge,46119
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TexSCAN Week o
Aug. 20-26, 2023

ACREAGE

LAND FOR SALE. Hunting, recreational, retire-
ment. Hill Country, Trans Pecos regions in South
Texas. 30-year fixed rate, owner financing, 5% down.
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com. 800-876-9720.

AUCTION

5.45+/- Ac w/I-10 Frontage, Columbus, TX, I-10
and Alleyton Road. 5.45+/- acres of commercial
land, highly visible off of I-10 with approx. 50,000
cars passing each day. Located just an hour from
Houston. Well and septic onsite. Bid Online Only
Sept. 18 - 20 at auctionnetwork.com. 800-801-8003,
williamsauction.com/TX.

ENERGY

Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC
home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low
Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE Quote. Call
now before the next power outage: 1-855-704-8579.

OIL & GAS RIGHTS

‘We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

——

PETS & LIVESTOCK

Use Happy Jack® DD-33 on dogs & cats to kill fleas
and deer ticks on contact. Biodegradeable! At Tractor
Supply® (www.happyjackinc.com)

. s
- - 1] N
v
RETAIL LIQUIDATION

Liquidation Event, thousands of items Under $1
at Hearts of Faith Thrift Store, Fort Worth. Once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity to treasure hunt in one of
the largest vintage stores in DFW. Aug. 25-28 &
Sept. 1-4, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Follow Blue Moon Estate
Sales of Fort Worth North on Instagram and TikTok,
(@bmes_tarrantconorth.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

Student Loan Debt Refinancing, Lower Payment,
Reduce Rate, No Fees. Save Money, Cash Back!
LendKey, go to: Loan333.com.

Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing
a Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our
case managers simplify the process & work hard to
help with your case. Call 1-844-494-0689 FREE
Consultation. Local Attorneys Nationwide Mail: 2420
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL
(TX/NM Bar.)

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility
with the compact design and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network

221 Participating Texas Newspapers * Regional Ads

Start At $250 « Email

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we ¢

ads@texaspress.com

annot guarantee products or services advertised. We

urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

JOB LISTINGS
WAREHOUSE WORKER/
DELIVERY
Must be able to drive a
front loader; Organizational
skills, Scheduling Deliveries,
Receiving, Maintaining
warehouse, counting inven-
tory, basic janitorial duties,
Handyman skills a plus, Basic
hand tool and power tool use,
Basic problem solving skills,
Basic math skills, $16.00
an hour - Monday - Friday
7:30-4:30. Email: cody@tex-
as-lighting.com or catherine@
thegalleryoflights.com

SERVICES
PAINTING: Let my 50 years
experience work for you. We
do interior and exterior res-
idential and custom home
painting. Bobby McWilliams
817-821-6377

BALLOON DECORATIONS
for any Event: Weddings,
Corporate, Baby Showers,
Grand Openings, Birthdays,
Anniversaries, Quinceaneras.
CALL Sally 817-484-8353

Town of Annetta North
Public Hearing Notice

Notice is hereby given that the Town Council of the Town of
Annetta North will conduct a Public Hearing Tuesday the 12th day
of September at 7:00 p.m., 2023 at the Annetta Methodist Church
Fellowship Hall 2836 FM 5, Annetta, Texas regarding an ordinance
amending the Zoning Ordinance of the Town of Annetta North,

as amended, zoning land generally described as; approximately
8.991 acres of land out of the Jane Collie Survey, Abstract No. 246
& the H. J. Roberts Survey, Abstract No. 1139, Town of Annetta
North, Parker County, Texas as “R-2” (Single Family Residential
Disctrict-2.0 Acre Lots). Members of the public are encouraged to
attend and will be heard.

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

2 years in B2B sales and or
Retail Sales; Must be able to
read a tape measure; Basic
Math Skills; Able to read blue-
prints (will train); Excellent
Customer Service Skill;
Organizational Skills a must;
Eye for design; Lighting experi-
ence a plus( but not necessary
will train for the right candi-
date; Knowledge in the build-

2023
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NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
CITY OF WILLOW PARK

The City of Willow Park is accepting bids for a Bank Depository. Bids
must be received by 5:00 P.M. on September 22, 2023 at Willow Park
City Hall located at 120 EI Chico Trail, Suite A, Willow Park, TX 76087.
The City will award the bids at the regular city council meeting on
September 26, 2023 at 6:00 P.M. The City Council reserves the right
to reject any andjor all bids. Respondents may download an electronic
copy of the bids specification on the City’s website at https:/www.wil-
lowparktx.gov/public-notices-rfps-rfgs. Information may be requested
by e-mail to Candice J. Scott at cscott@willowpark.org.

ing industry a plus( but will ASSOCIATION

train for the right candidate;

Hourly rate of $16.00 hr plus

commissions; Email: dana@

texas-lighting.com or cather- PUBLIC NOTICE

ine@thegalleryoflights.com
THE TOWN OF ANNETTA,
TEXAS WILL HOLD A
PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE
PROPOSED OPERATING
BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR
2023-2024 AT THE REGULAR
ANNETTA CITY COUNCIL
MEETING ON THURSDAY,

SEPTEMBER 21, 2023 AT
7:00 P.M. AT THE ANNETTA
TOWN HALL, 450 THUNDER
HEAD LANE.

ORDINANCE NO. 228

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF ANNETTA, TEXAS, PROHIBITING
THE USE OR DETONATION OF FIREWORKS DURING A BURN BAN
IMPLEMENTED BY THE PARKER COUNTY COMMISSIONER’S
COURT; DECLARING THE USE OR DETONATION OF FIREWORKS
WITHIN TOWN LIMITS TO BE A NUISANCE PURSUANT TO TEXAS
LOCAL GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 217.022; PROVIDING

A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE;
PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE IS CUMULATIVE; PROVIDING
A PENALTY FOR VIOLATION; PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION; AND
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Any person violating any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall
be deemed guilty of a Class C misdemeanor upon conviction and
shall be fined, except as otherwise provided herein, in a sum not to
exceed Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00) for each offense, and a
separate offense shall be deemed committed upon each day during
or on which a violation occurs or continues.

This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its
passage and publication as required by law.

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN
OF ANNETTA, TEXAS, ON THIS 17TH DAY OF AUGUST, 2023.

(s) Sandy Roberts
Mayor

Attest:

(s) Jamee Long
Town Secretary

WE BU

Both non-producing and producing
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)

OIL, GAS, &

MINERAL RIGHTS

Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422

LOBO MINERALS, LLC

PO Box 1800 « Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

NEED EXTRA CASH !!! 22?

1 BUY RVs &
MOBILE HOMES

Travel Trailers « 5th Wheels
Goosenecks « Bumper Pulls

m In Any Area!!! Any Condition!!!

Old/New !!! Dirty or Clean !!!

1 PAY CASH 956-466-7001
No Title — No Problem — We Can Apply For One
ANR Enterprises

Al

8 Birdeye

Get more reviews,
boost ads performance,
rank higher in local search

Watch Demo at www.birdeye.com

Hartman’s

3

Honey Doo’s

(817) 249-2028

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

Ken Hartman, Proprietor

Business Cards

SERVICES

ot )l

CALEB W, COX
B17-280-2709

Office: 817-565-4658
Talk and text 817-771-9661

ROSS GUTTERS

In Business Since 1995

5 & 6 Inch Seamless Gutters ¢ Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial « New & Repair

FREE SPLASH BLOCKS FOR A LIMITED TIME

«ae®
"

LANCE NORMAN ROOFING

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

Insurance Claims Handled

CALL (817) 443-052

* COMPOSITION SHINGLES
* WOOD SHINGLES

* NEW ROOFS + REROOFS
* REDECKS

4 - mobile (817) 996-2726

w9 KIMBERLY MEYER,

CB ABR, CRS, GRI

L REALTOR®
COLDWELL

BANKER Cell (817) 929-0347

REALTY kimberly.meyer@cbdfw.com
5924 Convair Drive #420

Fort Worth, TX 76109
www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer @

Global Luxu ry Specia“st EOperated by a subsidary m
— of NRT, LLC
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EARING

CARE CENTER

4736

CHAPPELL

Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702

Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre

Phone: 817.263.1971

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com

We have lots of room
for your stuff!

Call for availability - Boat & RV parking - $50

DRAKE
ELECTRICAL
SERVICES L.L.C.

817-441-8633

* « NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS -

RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL
SERVICE AND REPAIR « LICENSED & INSURED
TECL #19987

Thousands of Lifelong Customers.

/\
BILLY HARRIS ROOFING

Same Name & Number Since 1973

81 7- 249 - 3 3 38 Same Crews Since 1992 @ e

With the same name and number since 1973, Billy Harris Roofing is here before, during and after the Texas
storms. Billy Harris Roofing has had the same crews since 1992 which has paved the way to 10 consecutive
Angie’s List Super Service Awards since 2006. Billy Harris Roofing prides itself on quality... not quantity!
Give the experts a call today and find out for yourself why thousands of life-long customers
have put their trust in Billy Harris Roofing « 817-249-3338 « Wwww.billyharris-roofing.com

Jimmy Gr

iffith, AAMS®

Financial Advisor

Bus. 817-441

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100
Aledo, TX 76008

-4108 * Fax 800-656-0301

jim.griffith@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

10x10 $65 * 10x20 $95 » 10x30 $140
OIL, GAS, &

WE B u MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)

Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422
LOBO MINERALS, LLC

PO Box 1800 « Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

Vanity Tops Tubs
Whirlpool Tubs Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE

2927 Greenlee Park Trail
Weatherford, Texas 76088

Natural Granite ¢ Solid Surface ¢ Silestone
817-341-8970



http://www.edwardjones.com
http://www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
http://www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer
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Episcopal, meanwhile, would
start 3-0 before losing 31-28 at home
to Dallas South Oak Cliff, which
won a second consecutive Class 5A
Division II state championship.

Two rich histories

The Bearcats, of course, are the
defending Class 5A Division I state
champions. It was their 11th state
championship in program history
and 10th since 2009. They have
more state titles than any other pub-
lic school program in the history of
Texas.

The Panthers have won four con-
secutive Texas Association of Private
and Parochial Schools Division I
championships. They also captured
a Division II title in 2014.

Between them, these programs
have won 361 games over the past
15 seasons with 15 state champion-
ships. The Bearcats are 211-15 and
Parish Episcopal is 150-4:3.

All-time series

Not many teams have a victory
advantage against the Bearcats, but
Episcopal is one. That is a bit of a
tricky statistic, however, as last sea-
son was the first time the teams had
ever met.

Very few teams lead their overall
series against the Bearcats. Of those
who do, most games were played
before the arrival of Buchanan in
1993.

“Our kids still remember that
feeling of disappointment last sea-
son,” Jones said. “They didn’t feel like
they played their best, and they’re
ready for a better showing.”

Winning streaks

Aledo brings a 14-game winning
streak into the contest and Parish
Episcopal has won nine straight.

Season opening success

Since Jones arrived in Aledo, the
Bearcats are 18-6 in season openers.
The Bearcats have not lost back-
to-back season openers since the
1990-91 seasons, when they lost to
Comanche both times, 13-0 and 13-7.

“Were not going to do it again
this year,” Jones said. “It’s going to be
a tough game, no doubt, but we plan
on winning.”

Episcopal has won five consecu-
tive season openers.

State rankings

The Bearcats enter the season
ranked No. 1 in Class 5A Division L.
Episcopal is the top-ranked program
in TAPPS Division I.

Of course, Jones noted that it’s
not uncommon for the Bearcats to
play highly ranked opponents early
in the season. Such teams in the past
have included Baker Mayfield-led
Lake Travis in 2011, along with the
likes of Cedar Park, Highland Park
and more.

And, of course Parish Episcopal
and Denton Guyer last season and
again this year.

“We’ve normally opened up
against a top-ranked team or played
them in our second game, so were
used to that,” Jones said. “We know
who we are. Rankings don’t matter
this time of year, it’s where you are
when the season’s over that were
concerned with.”

Championship road

Since 2009 Aledo has either
won a state championship or had
its season ended by a team that
went on to win the title. The lone
exception was in 2015 when they
lost to Mansfield Lake Ridge in the
state semifinals and Lake Ridge lost
the next week to Richmond George
Ranch.

In fact, of their 14 losses overall
in that span, seven have
been to state champions
and three others to teams
that reached a state final.

While not nearly as
lengthy a stretch, Parish

Lincoln Tubbs

Episcopal, 46-4 in its four-year title
run, lost to 5A Division II state
champion Dallas South Oak CIliff
last season. In 2021 their lone loss
was to 4A Division I finalist Austin
LBJ.

And in 2020 the only time the
Panthers lost was to Fort Worth
Nolan Catholic, whom they turned

around and defeated in the state
final.

“That means the champion-
ship goes through you,” Jones
said. “If you want to be the man,
you've got to beat the man.”
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Game at a glance

Dallas Parish Episcopal
Panthers (0-0) at Aledo
Bearcats (0-0).

When: 8 p.m. Friday,
Buchanan Stadium.

Returning starters: Parish
Episcopal 8 offense/3
defense. Aledo 7
offense/5 defense.

Parish Episcopal offen-
sive players to watch:
QB Sawyer Anderson
(3,208 yards, 37 TD, 7

- int. passing), RB Maddux

L Reed (1,038 yards, 18 TD

rushing; 227 yards, 1 TD

receiving), WR Bryson

Fields (24 catches, 566

yards, 5 TD).
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Aledo offensive players to
watch: QB Hauss Hejny
(1,953 yards, 19 TD, 6
int. passing; 1,277 yards,
15 TD rushing, 9.5 yards
per carry), WR Hawk
Patrick-Daniels (moving
over from RB, where
he gained 1,410 yards
and scored 21 TD), OL
Josh McCarley (started
final four games last

season after all-stater
Isaac Sohn, now at the
University of North
Texas, got injured).

RYAN WADE/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Elsewhere in District 3-5A

Division |

Thursday, Aug. 24

Frisco at Brewer

New Braunfels at Denton Ryan
Friday, Aug. 25

Parish Episcopal defensive
players to watch: DL
Caleb Irving (96 tackles,
13.5 for loss, 2.5 sacks),
LB Parker Meese (70
tackles).

Burleson at Burleson Centennial, 7

p.m.

Frisco Rock Hill at Northwest, 7 p.m.
Boswell at Saginaw, 7 p.m.

South Hills at Dallas Molina, 7:30 p.m.
Red Oak at The Colony, 7 p.m.

Azle opens season Sept. 1 at
Grapevine, 7 p.m.

Aledo defensive players
to watch: LB Davhon
Keys (102.5 tackles, 8.5
for loss, 1int.), S Jake
Gillespie (80 tackles, 7.5
for loss, 2 int.), CB Jaden
Allen (41 tackles, 3 int.).

dly serving the great
Southwest for 28 years!

THE TRUSTED SOURCE FOR ALL YOUR

METAL BUILDING COMPONENT NEEDS!
* RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL STEEL ROOFING
% GUSTOM TRIM AND FLASHING * PURLIN & TUBING
* EASY BOLT PRE-FABRICATED STEEL BUILDINGS
# MINI STORAGE SYSTEMS * POWER TOOLS
* VENTS & SKYLIGHTS * HARDWARE & ACCESSORIES
* SYNTHETIC UNDERLAYMENT * INSULATION

* SEALANTS & CLOSURES * CARPORT PACKAGES

GOING*GREEN"with

817-599-4186 » Fax: 817-599-3326
2100 Burton Street ® Weatherford, Texas 76087

www.metalmarts.com

Office:
ENERGY EFFICIENT Mobile:
Email:

& LOOKS GREAT!
WIND & FIRE RESISTANT

STEEL BUILDINGS
AVAILABLE IN
MULTIPLE SIZES

Anywhere you are

The Community News
is available at your finger tips!

community-news.com
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817-441-7661
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Propane Sales
and Service

On the Square
in Weatherford

CHRISTI JAMES INSURANCE

817-443-9747
254-592-8739
cjames@twfg.com

107 Larson Lane, Suite 300-C
Aledo, TX 76008

&

fUHD D)
YRARS
OF PROPANE

1958-2023

[
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103 W. Church * 817-596-8758 * 817-594-2612

Our Policy is Caring

ChristiJameslnsurance.com

Independent agency serving all your home,
auto, business and life insurance needs

NO MATTER YOUR NEED,
WE HAVE YOU COVERED

CALL ME TODAY FOR
A FREE QUOTE!

BRANCH OWNER

Are you turning 65?

You have important decisions to make about
your healthcare %

We can help! _
Call /.

682-382-1260 .' '

Grooming

Heated &
Cooled

Indoor &
QOutdoor Runs

e 24-Hour
Attendant

Newly-Upgraded boarding facilities
Ring Leaders Kennel
Aledo 817-441-8071


http://www.texasbutane.com
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Doctors even tell us that laughter can help sick people
heal more quickly. All in all, a smile is very powerful.

do

Q) Cut out the word balloons below and paste them in the
correct order on the comic strip above.

Do you
want a
cookie,

Standards Link: Health: Identify activities and actions that promote or enhance emotional health.

Tyt e Unfivezsel

There are jokes from all over the world. What can you learn
about people by reading their jokes? Draw your own comic
strip using this joke from Martinique.

What is it?

|Why must I ask

| Pierre?

—

Because
I want
TWO

| cookies!

Pierrel Do you
want a cookie?

you twice?

N

IV Ialawwi

I have built my house
without any door.
What is it?

In a pot there are
two kinds of food.

Have you figured out the answer? If not, color all
the boxes with odd numbers. Read the letters that

Find Kid Scoop on
Facebook

© 2023 by Vicki Whiting, Editor  Jeff Schinkel, Graphics  Vol. 39, No. 39

SMILE PSWER

Smile and the world smiles with you! Smiles have the power to make people happy. Maybe
that is why millions of people use the smile emoji when sending messages. And with a smile,
people from different countries who speak different languages can communicate.

These riddles are from all over
the world and the answer to
each one is the same thing.

Can you guess what it is?

What is a small,
white chest that all
know how to open
and nobody knows
how to close?

Jamefien

What is more useful when

it is broken? ‘
S
ambio

What is an entire little
house without a door?

In a bowl of china fixed,
two liquids with colors
unmixed. What is it?

are left and you will know the answer.

How many silly
things can you
circle in this

. o
picture? O

he stands in the water?

Poland.

he
down!

WO“ld. he

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

Kid Scoop Puzzier ¢ 34° 3¢ ¢ [Doubiy . n1e Word Search

Why does a crane raise one leg when

Put the words in the right order to
discover the answer to this joke from

ot

if

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

How many
smiles can
you find on
this page?

S 8[43 (]2
WIIE||IG]||P||G

Standards Link: Social Science:
Compare life in different places
and recognize that some aspects
of cultures are similar.

Superlative

Fun

Look through the
newspaper for three
happy pictures.
Label one “Happy,”
one “Happier,”
and one “Happiest.”

Repeat this game
with other words.

Standards Link:
Vocabulary Development:
Understand comparative
and superlative case.

OPEN Find the words in the puzzle.
@ How many of them can you

COMIC find on this page?
SMILE

WODOOFERAW
LAUGHTER
FOOD YCPTVLLWORB
jokes @ |[LOQETAOE CN
WORLD KRMMNUYULTR
QUICKLY CDSPSGLPMA
GUESSIEASZHLOOE
ORDER UREWCTTIECL
PEOPLE QUIOKESPUU
SILLY

GBFDLROWEFNQ
BOWL
LEARN ~ SendedevinLoterssorong fecooze ietce

=

Good News/Bad News

FROM THE <o) LESSON LIBRARY

In today’s paper, categorize stories as either
“good news” or “bad news.” Explain why
you think newspapers print “bad” news at
times. Are there some stories that are bad
news to some and good to other people?

NELLIE FLY'S
1

Hiis

With so much information
available in print,on TV and
online every day, it is
important to know that
some information is true and
some is false or misleading.

Sometimes news reports make
a mistake. Good journalists will
let readers and viewers know
of the error as soon as possible.
Other times, false information
is designed on purpose to
make you feel a certain way.

How doyoutell the
difference hetween
fact andfiction?

1. Read beyond the story’s
headline. Headlines can’t
tell the whole story.

2. Do some research! Go to
the library and look up
more information. Your
librarian can help you.

3. Look for more information
online. Be sure to check
more than one online site
as some sites simply
repeat false information.

4. Make sure the publications
and websites you use to
check facts are trustworthy.

5. Ask a parent or family
member to help you
understand more about
the story.

FAGT GHEGKER
GHALLENGE
OF THE WEEK

One of these statements is
true and one is false. Do the
research and find out. Then
share what you learned with
your friends and family!

Smiling
makes us
feel happier.

LITRUE [IFALSE

Smiling is
contagious.
CITRUE CIFALSE

Was it easy or difficult to find
out if the above statements
were true or false? It's not
always easy being a News
Fact Checker. But it's
important to always try to
get the whole story!

Standards Link: Writing Applications: Write formal letters; write
persuasive compositions that state a position or proposal.

Whet i the
IS1a)

e_

woird in the Engflich lenguage?
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Standards Link: Research: Locate and
check information about a given topic
using multiple resources.

- KidScoop -

VOGABULARY
- BUILDERS

This week’s word: ||
I

EMOJI

The noun emoji means
an icon or image used to
express an idea.

Emily used the smile
emoji in her text message
to show she liked the joke.

Try to use the word emoji

in a sentence today when

talking with your friends
and family.

Write On! &=

What makes
you smile?

Write a paragraph about what

makes you smile. Give at least
three details about this.
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Ladycats follow tournament success with rout of Lamar | s s oo s rueis
Coach celebrates 500th Cowtown
win recently Challenge
By Ryan Wade at the Buff,

The Community News

It’s been a nice stretch for the
Aledo Ladycats volleyball team.

After giving their coach, Claire Gay,
her 500th career victory on Aug. 14, a
3-2 thrilling victory against Keller
Fossil Ridge at home (25-21, 25-19,
25-27, 26-28, 15-9), they captured
silver with their second-place finish in
the Northwest Tournament over the
weekend.

Then, the Ladycats hit the road
on Tuesday, Aug. 22, where they deci-
mated Lamar in straight sets on their
home court to take the match.

Aledo (13-6) prevailed by scores of
25-11, 25-23, and 25-12 over the host
Lady Vikings.

Kaelee Berkley and Kinley Elms
dominated at the net for the Ladycats
as they ended the match with 14 kills
and 11 Kills, respectively.

Kenrie Pruitt and Ella Meador
scooped nine digs a piece in the match.
Ava Reding amassed 23 assists. Alyssa
Todd scored a pair of aces while serv-
ing and Haley Lowe picked up a pair
of blocks in the middle of the net.

During tournament play start-
ing on Thursday, Aug. 17,
the Ladycats dusted off
Waxahachie to win the match
2-1 in the opening round.
Byron Nelson and Coronado
handed Aledo back-to-back
losses to close out the open-
ing day with a 1-2 record.

Business picked up for the Ladycats
on Day 2. They made short work
of Lamar and Grapevine, winning in

TOP: Aledo's varsity Ladycats pose for a team photo during the Northwest Volleyball Classic last weekend. |
BOTTOM: Ella Meador holds Aledo’s Consolation Silver Champion trophy from the Northwest Volleyball Classic

where the Ladycats went 5-3.

straight sets to start off the day. An
unfortunate encounter with Rockwall
led to the only loss of the day for
Aledo to make them 3-3 in the tour-
nament through the first couple days
of competition.

On Saturday, August 19,
Aledo closed out the tourna-
ment with wins over Ridge Point
and Highland Park to secure
their spot on the podium as they
brought home the hardware.

Tournament season contin-
ues for the Ladycats this weekend as
they will compete in the Arlington
Classic.

Haltom City

Aledo results

Varsity boys

(team champions)

1. Jack Fink, 16:31.88.

9. Dominick Barrera, 17:57.89.
10. Luke Schabel, 18:00.35.

17. Bo Merrill, 18:30.81.

19. Tyler Connelly, 18:48.28.
22. Anderson Smith, 18:58.40.

Varsity girls
(team champions)

1. Madison Larson, 18:54.95.

2. Micah Neal, 19:38.62.

3. Molly Garrison, 19:57.01.

5. Sofia Brandenburg, 20:41.14.
6. Mykel Murry, 20:50.67.

7. Elizabeth Griffin, 21:37.41.

9. Mayden Mitchell, 21:45.55.
COACH NATALIE GONZALES
JV boys

(team champions)

1. Layton Ybarra, 17:33.44.
2. Lincoln Tuin, 19:37.87.

NORTHWEST ISD
VOLLEYBALL CLASSIC

CONSOLATION SILVER

CHAMPION

3. Landon Eaton, 19:41.56.

4. lan Robbins, 19:46.36.

5. Reed Murray, 19:51.95.

7. Zach Rivas, 20:20.07.

10. James Price, 20:40.89.

13. Ethan Matthews, 20:54.78.
31. Jaden Delgago, 23:06.24.
48. Caden West, 24:30.21.

51. Reece Copeland, 24:44.81.

JV girls

(team champions)

1. Aubrey Connally, 23:35.04.

2. Sadie Williams, 25:03.03.

8. Maddy Shepard, 27:15.11.

20. Alexa Estrada, 30:26.59.
30. Julia Bettencourt, 35:50.63.

Now it getsireal!
O BEARCATS!

MORITZ

Chevrolet ¢ Chrysler - Jeep « KIA
Moritz Chevrolet - Chrysler - Jeep

Loop 820 & Hwy 580 (Camp Bowie West) - 817-696-2000

Moritz Kia - 8501 1-30 -

817-560-6000

Call Storage of Weatherford today! 682-327-0080

STORAGE * Household goods

* Boats / RVs
OoF * Security camera 24/7

WEATHERFORD . personalized access
www.storageweatherford.com

CASAS LAWNCARE

EullEawn Maintenance
InstallfMulch*And\Gravel
EREEESTIMATES
rubenpcasas@gmail:com

682.240.7853

Jim Martin - reaore

5189 E. 1-20 Service Rd N
Suite 106
Willow Park, TX 76087

Office: 817.441.2255
Cell: 817.538.6846

Jim@MartinLandSales.com

TX BROKER®

RailheadRealty.com &

Advertise Local
Advertise BIG!

PRINT « ONLINE
E-VERSION - EMAIL NEWSLETTER

THE CoMMUNITY NEWS

817-441-7661
1015 Champions Drive ¢ Aledo
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Longtime assistant
set to make own
mark

By Rick Mauch
The Community News

Robby Jones already knew what
it was like to replace a coaching
legend. He watched his dad do it
- twice.

Robby has taken the helm of the
Aledo Bearcats this season after
more than two decades as an assis-
tant and the past 14 as offensive
coordinator. He replaces one of
Texas' all-time great head coaches,
Tim Buchanan, who guided the
Bearcats to eight state champi-
onships and was athletic director
while the now also retired Steve
Wood won three more.

Buchanan took a hiatus from
coaching to only be the AD from
2014-18. Then, he and Wood
switched roles in 2019.

And through it all, Jones was
there. Just like his father, he knew
when the time was right he'd get
his chance.

"I learned football in general
from those guys,” Robby said. "I
was on the defensive side of the
ball for a while with coach Wood.
That helped me when I became
offensive coordinator because I
understood defenses. I understand
how to attack defenses.

"I learned how to treat Kkids,
how to coach X's and O's. Buc is
still helping me with how to treat
parents.”

Before all that, however, he
learned from his dad even though
he had yet to put on his first coach-
ing whistle. Jerry Jones gave his
son a look at what replacing a leg-
end is like.

He was an assistant for G.A.
Moore at Celina for a handful of
seasons before taking over the head
coaching job when Moore returned
to Pilot Point for the second of his
three stints there in 1977. Jerry
then took over for Moore again
at Pilot Point when Moore left to
coach at Sherman in 1986.

And, just like his son, Jerry
enjoyed success as a state cham-
pion assistant coach when Celina
shared a state title in 1974
with Big Sandy.

"When I was a kid I
saw how that played out. I
saw the pressure that was
put on my dad,” Robby
said. "But I learned a lot
also, especially when he

Jones taking helm of Bearcats

[

took the job at Pilot Point and I
was a little older."

Suffice to say Jerry handled
the pressure well. He fashioned
a career record of 206-77-5 in 25
years as a head coach at Celina,
Maypearl, Pilot Point and Prosper.
That's an average of more than
eight wins and just over three
losses per season over a quarter
century, a record plenty of coaches
would love to have.

Part of the community

Robby has endeared himself to
the Aledo community. Sure, being
a part of 10 state championships
doesn't hurt, but he and his family
are not just Bearcats, but Aledo
through and through.

Of course, being one of the best
assistants to be found, Robby has
had chances in the past to become
a head coach. But, being loyal -
especially to his family - he just
couldn't bring himself to leave.

"I had some opportunities, but
they weren't right for me and my
family," he said.

Robby's wife, Cheryl, is prin-
cipal at the Aledo Learning
Center. Their two sons, 24-year-
old Tarleton graduate Dane and
22-year-old Tarleton student Cade
(Robby and Cheryl both went to
Tarleton), both went through all
their pre-college school years in the
Aledo School District.

"How many coach's kids can say
that? Not many," Robby said. "Any
place that hired me would have
to offer my wife an administrative
position because I wasn't going to
ask her to give up her career.

"They wanted to be Bearcats.
Plus, I had a good gig as offensive
coordinator for Aledo football -
and that was pretty good."

As for community support,
some of the fans have a long con-
nection with him - very long.

"Some of the parents setting in

the stands are kids I've coached,’
he said.

Already has his

own legacy

Robby is already a part of Aledo
football lore - national football
lore, in fact. Not only once,
but twice, he's been a big
part of history being made.

When Robby became
the offensive coordinator in
2009, he had been the run-
ning backs coach and co-OC
the two seasons before.
During that time he groomed a

4

1

First-year Bearcat head coach Robby Jones addresses his team.

young running back who would go
on to become one of the greatest
high school running backs in U.S.
history.

Johnathan Gray, who is now
one of his assistant coaches, rushed
for 10,889 yards, amassed 12,133
all-purpose and scored 205 touch-
downs in his four seasons as a
Bearcat. Most of his success came
between 2009 and 2011, when
Aledo went 45-3 and won three
consecutive state championships.

Then, two seasons after Gray
graduated and moved on to play
for the University of Texas, Robby
was the mastermind behind the
most prolific offense in football
history - at any level. The Bearcats
became the only team ever to
score more than 1,000 points
in a season (1,023) in posting a
16-0 record and, of course, a state
championship.

Two years earlier his offense
scored 885 points in 2011 and ranks
16th all-time. The 2016 offense
ranks 26th with 855, in 2019 they
scored 815 to rank 52nd all-time,

and a year earlier they scored 809
to rank 62nd.

Those  teams  combined
to go 77-3 and win five state
championships.

In his 14 seasons as offensive
coordinator the Bearcats 49 points
per game, including 45 per game in
the postseason.

Ready to get going

As the season opener approach-
es at home against Dallas Parish
Episcopal - a team that handed
the Bearcats a rare defeat, 24-17,
to open the 2022 season - Robby
is anxious for the game to finally
arrive.

"I'm ready for the first game to
get here and get into a coaching
routine," he said, adding with a
chuckle, "I'm becoming a lot better
at emailing.

"I got back from coaching school
and it took me two hours to reply to
all my emails. I had a routine as an
offensive coordinator, but I didn't
have a routine as a head coach and
I'm ready to one started.”

RYAN WADE/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

His debut is certainly a doozy,
featuring a pair of the state's most
elite powerhouse programs. Along
with the Bearcats' sterling record
of success, the Panthers have won
four consecutive Texas Association
of Private and Parochial Schools
Division I championships and a
Division II title in 2014.

As for what his legacy among
Aledo head coaches will be when
it's all said and done, Robby is
ready for whatever challenges come
along. He will face them with the
championship attitude he learned
starting with his dad and later
from Buchanan, Wood and his fel-
low Bearcat coaches.

"We plan to continue the tradi-
tion in success in 5A and when we
go 6A we'll be ready for that," he
said. "It's going to be more diffi-
cult, but we're always going to have
championship expectations.”

“WeTe always going to have

championship expectations.”

- Coach Robby Jones
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Bearcats defending another title
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Team in familiar

position
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

If it's August, it's time for the
Aledo Bearcats to defend a state
championship. Ten times since
2009 they have been in this posi-
tion, and Robby Jones has been
there every time.

Now it is Jones who is lead-
ing the Bearcats as their head
coach, replacing the legendary Tim
Buchanan.

"It's always difficult to defend a
title. We've gotten kind of spoiled
here in Aledo," Jones said. "You con-
tinue to work hard, practice hard.
That's how you get into a position
to defend in the first place.

"These kids are ready to play a
game, they tell me. They're ready to
get into game mode, install a plan
and get going."

They'll do just that when they
host another perennial power, four

time defending Texas Association
of Private and Parochial Schools
Division I champion Dallas Parish
Episcopal at 7 p.m. on Friday, Aug.
25. The Panthers' route to the title
included a season-opening 24-17
win against the Bearcats in Dallas
last season.

The Bearcats have not lost
back-to-back season openers
since 1990-91, when they lost to
Comanche each year, 13-0 and 13-7.

That was long before Jones came
along in 2000, however. It was even
before Buchanan came to town in
1993.

So, as the season looms for the
Bearcats, optimism is once again
high. They return plenty of talent
on both sides of the football, seven
offensive and five defensive starters.

The varsity roster features 34
seniors. Eleven of those are among
the dozen returning starters.

"We don't have a whole lot, but
the ones we have are pretty good,"
Jones said.
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Offense

The Bearcats return the heart
of their offense, TCU commit
Hauss Hejny at quarterback. The
senior, who was the Offensive MVP
of the 52-14 Class 5A Division I
state championship victory against
College Station, passed for 1,953
yards with 19 touchdowns opposite
six interceptions, while rushing for
1,277 yards and 15 scores.

Hejny was at his best in the big-
gest games. In wins at Burleson

“They’re
ready to
get in game
mode, install
a plan and
get going.”

- Coach Robhy Jones

Centennial and Denton Ryan in con-
secutive weeks late in the season, he
rushed for 308 yards and four TD
while completing 23 of 27 passes
for 423 yards with five TD and one
interception. In the state champion-
ship game he rushed for 142 yards
and a pair of TD along with complet-
ing 11 of 15 passes for 177 yards, two
TD and no interceptions.

Hejny will have lots of help in
moving the ball. Also back as start-
ers are sophomore wide receiver
Kaydon Finley (26 catches, 417
yards, 6 TD) and senior tight end
Tyson Timms (25 catches, 332
yards, 3 TD).

Senior Hawk Patrick-Daniels is
moving to slot receiver after lead-
ing the team in rushing yards as a
running back last season with 1,410
yards and 21 touchdowns. He also
caught 10 passes for 96 yards and
another score.

Patrick-Daniels played receiver
at Brewer before coming to Aledo
last year.

"He feels that's a more natural
position for him, but we'll still use
him in the backfield,’ Jones said.

Sophomore Ray Guillory, a
move-in, is expected to start at run-
ning back. He led Mansfield Lake
Ridge in rushing with 769 yards
and nine TD, along with catching
18 passes for 154 yards and three
more TD.

Senior wide receiver Trace
Clarkson is returning after missing
his entire junior season with a knee
injury.

The offensive line features three
seniors who were regular starters
in 2022, Devron "DJay" Williams
(6-foot-4, 300 pounds), Alex Arana
(5-9, 225) and Carter Campbell (6-1,
250). Also, senior Josh McCarley
(6-0, 230) started the final four
games of the season after all-stater
Isaac Sohn, now at the University of
North Texas, got injured.

Sophomore Payton Williams
(6-2, 300) is joining the varsity after

Turn to DEFEND, page B5
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Elizabeth Griffin

Aledo set to continue long running tradition

Boys and girls both

eyeing state
By Rick Mauch

The Community News

Competing at state has become a tra-
dition in the Aledo cross country program
under head coach Mike Pinkerton.

That continued last season when the
Ladycats qualified as a team and were
joined by now junior Jack Fink on the
boys side. The girls team lost only two
runners and the boys graduated iust one.
so hopes are high for
even more success in
2023.

"It will be a tough
season, as we are
going to several big
meets. However, our
teams will be highly competitive this sea-
son," Pinkerton said. "I believe we will be
very successful.

Back from the girls state team are
sophomores Sofia Brandenburg, Molly
Garrison, Elizabeth Griffin and Sadie
Williams, along with senior Aubrey
Connally. Griffin posted a
career-best time of 19 minutes,
11 seconds to place 21st at state,
while Garrison led the group
at regionals with a PR time of
18:30 for second place.

Fink is a two-time state qualifier, hav-
ing reached with the entire boys team in
2021. He finished 32nd at state last season
after taking 13th at regionals.

Fink will be joined by fellow return-
ers Dominick Barrera, sophomore; Bo
Merrill, sophomore; Luke Schabel, junior;
and Anderson Smith, sophomore.

Incoming freshmen and newcomers
who could make a big impact, Pinkerton
said, include sophomore Madison Larson
(from Fort Worth Southwest Christian),
freshman Mayden Mitchell, freshman
Micah Neal. junior Layton Ybarra (from

White Settlement High

“It Will be a Point Academy) and
very exciting
season.”

sophomore Mykel Murry,
who didn't run cross
country last year.

Ybarra won the Texas
Charter School Academic
and Athletic League state
championship in 2022 and Larsen fin-
ished second in the Texas Association of
Private and Parochial Schools Class 5A
State Meet last season.

As for the road to state, Pinkerton
noted, "Regionals will be very tough as
usual, with Grapevine and Colleyville
Heritage being strong every year. I
believe that our kids will compete
very well, and we will be successful
at both district and regionals.

"It will be a very exciting season.”

Jack Fink

CH

Busy year ahead

Burk takes lead as L =
new coach '
By Ryan Wade

The Community News

Aledo’s Ladycat cheer squad is

going through quite the overhaul

for the 2023-24 athletic year.
Beyond the change with the
program officially being brought

under the athletic department’s
umbrella this season, the biggest
change comes in the form of new-
ly-minted squad head coach, Sarah
Burk.

Prior to arriving in Aledo, Burk
coached Birdville's Lady Hawks
cheer team last season. With the
expansion of Aledo’s team this year,
it was an opportunity too good for
Burk to pass up.

“It was a great opportunity, since
[Aledo] moved their cheer program
under athletics, for me to get to
come and grow a program,” she
stated. “This year I'm able to make
two competition teams instead of
just one. We'll be able to compete at
different levels.

"It will grow my freshmen girls,
who were not able to participate in
competitions in the past. It will give
them an opportunity to grow so that
once they are juniors or seniors they
will have that experience. I'm hop-
ing to get an opportunity to start
working with the middle schools,
as well, to share my vision for the
program so we can be vertically

aligned on things like competition
and game day”

In previous years, opportunities
to compete during competition sea-
son was reserved for just the varsity
squad. With this move, Burk will
be able to take two squads to four
of the five competitions to repre-
sent Aledo this year, starting in
November.

The move from Birdville to
Aledo isn’t the only adjustment
the new skipper is getting used

to. In her previous post, the only
thing she had to navigate come
competition time was the holiday
schedule.

Historically, that’s not the only
thing going on around Aledo,
though. November is still an
extraordinarily busy time at AHS.

“One of my girls just asked
me why we're already learning
choreography,” Burk said as she
looks ahead on her team’s sched-
ule. “That’s the reason why. We're

going to be managing quite a bit.
This is my first year here in Aledo.
I'm not used to the football team
going all the way to state cham-
pionships. I'm still wrapping my
head around [cheering for foot-
ball as cheer competition season
begins]. That’s going to
be new territory for me.”
While it is new terri-
tory for her, the new head
coach is already getting
some significant help from

her veteran cheerleaders. Team cap-
tain Daniella Tregellas, co-captain
Maryn Ward, and spirit officer Lilly
Wilson have shared their experi-
ence with the bustling schedule as
the team prepares for the season
ahead.

“The girls have been very
welcoming and enlighten-
ing me on all things Aledo,”
Burk commended her
squad during the transition.
“They’re very intuitive about

KRISTIN MORALES

things I might not know about
the community and getting me
ready for football season. It’s been
a blessing.”

The Ladycat cheer team will
assume their gameday cheer duties
with the varsity football season
opener on Friday, Aug. 25 when
Dallas Parish Episcopal comes to
town. The squad’s first taste of com-
petition is still a few months away,
slated for Nov. 18.
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Ladycats, Bearcats prepping for more success
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RICK MAUCH/THE COMMUNITY NEWS
Kyla Morales takes some practice swings in preparation for the 2023 state tour-

nament. Morales returns this fall for her Senior year.

Plenty of returning
talent for boys, girls

By Rick Mauch
The Community News

The Aledo golf program has
a long history of sending golfers
to state in the spring. And it all
starts with success in the fall.

"This fall is about getting all
the kids experience against some
quality competition,’ coach Brian
Mourning said. "This will give us
a look at what we can expect for
the spring.”

The Ladycats qualified the
entire team for state last sea-
son, a third consecutive year. The
boys were represented by the now
graduated Braylon Mahanay, who
is now competing for
Weatherford College.

Back from that
Ladycats team who
competed at state
are senior Kyla
Morales and soph-
omore Emily Crick.
They will be joined
on the varsity by fel-
low returning seniors
Sara Michaelis and
Kennedi Parker, along with
juniors Reagan Gilliland and
Abby Gray and sophomore
Karlee Shaw.

The Bearcats narrowly missed
returning as a team to state in

“This fall
1s all about
getting
the kids

experience.”

- Coach Brian Mourning

the spring.
Back among
those  who
competed at
regionals are
senior  Jett
Moore, junior
Helton
Mosiello and
sophomore
Grayson
Freeman.
They will
be joined by
senior Cade Moore, junior Ethan
Elmore and sophomore Braydon
Stokes as varsity returners.

Who will be on the Black and
Orange Teams for boys and girls
has not been determined. In fact,
there is an ongo-
ing competition
weekly, Mourning
said.

"We do not
have set teams for
the year. We will
qualify for tour-
naments,’ he said.

Kyla Morales

A few boys
who could make
the jump
up from junior varsity,
Mourning said, include
senior Johnnie Reed and
juniors Brian Yarbrough
and William Kirkman.
Also, freshman Tyler

Anderson
could make
an impact,
Mourning
added.

And while
district com-
petition  is
a long way
away in the

spring, the
Jett Moore fall can give
coaches

and players
a glimpse of who their biggest
threats will be come the district
tournament. Last season, as has
been the case for many years, the
Ladycats and Bearcats won dis-
trict in runaway fashion.

"Granbury has most of there
girls team coming back. They
placed second at district last year.
On the guys side, Rider has some
kids that can play,' Mourning said.

The Bearcats begin the season
in the Bart Granger Memorial
tournament Sept. 15-16 at Pecan
Valley Golf Course in Fort Worth.
The 54-hole tournament features
a grueling 36 holes on Friday, fol-
lowed by 18 on Saturday.

The Ladycats
start the season the
same weekend at the
Granbury Fall Classic
at Harbor Lakes Golf
Club, a 36-hole event.

TE

Fall team touts
experience for Aledo

By Ryan Wade
The Community News

Following a successful spring
season that sent eight players to
Lubbock for the regional tourna-
ment, Aledo’s tennis team heads
into the fall season with a sig-
nificant number of experienced
competitors returning to the club.

And, once again the Racquetcats
are expected to walk away with a
district championship - something
that has been the norm for them
for quite some time. Last season
was no different as they won 5-5A
and advanced past bidistrict in the
postseason.

Craig Mason paired with outgo-
ing senior Hogan Posey last spring
as the duo won district before qual-
ifying for regionals. Mason heads
into his senior season at Aledo as
a four-year varsity player for the
Bearcats.

Scott Mason and Bryanna
Orr won district last season in
mixed doubles competition before
making the trip to Lubbock. A

Team Tennis

four-year varsity player in his own
right, Mason will cap off his high
school career this year, as well.
Meanwhile, Orr will bring a ton of
high-level experience to her junior

season for Aledo.

After qualifying for region-
als last spring, Kenley Germany
will have an opportunity to make
another run in girl singles compe-
tition during her senior year.

Juniors Ben Farmer and Elli
Kate Bussmeir will bring regional

tournament experience into the fall
campaign for the Bearcats, as well.
Farmer qualified for regionals as a
singles competitor. Paige Federman
and Bussmeir made it to regionals
as a team in girls doubles play.
With the departure of Federman,

Bussmeir will have an opportunity
to parlay previous experience into
future success this season.

Two more seniors will lead
the boys team this fall. Ibrahim
Choudhry and Nate Ashabraner

Turn to TENNIS, page C6
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Aledo tennis team members pictured are (front row, from left) Paxton Psencik, Tom Ruminsky, Ben Kurth, Casen Freeland, and Brennan Holbrook; (sec-
ond row) Kenley Germany, Elli Kate Bussmeir, Eleanor Jack, Bryanna Orr, Sydney Byrd, Lila Satterfield, Gracie Heydman, Natalie Nawrocki, and Patrice
Loftin; and (back row) Nate Ashabraner, Will Beyer, Scott Mason, Jacob Heckathorn, Craig Mason, Francois Britz, Benjamin Farmer, and Ibrahim Choudhry.
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Talent returns for
continued success

By Ryan Wade
The Community News

After compiling a 31-16 over-
all record (10-2 in District 5-5A)
during the 2022 season before
being ushered out the playoffs by
Argyle last November, the Ladycat
volleyball team graduated some
of the squads top contributors.
Maddie Frank, Alyssa Gonzales,
and Mia Little left a void when
their respective high school careers
came to an end.

Adding to the chasm was the
departure of highly-talented out-
side hitter Lauryn Mack. Mack
transferred into Aledo for the
2022-23 academic year and quick-
ly became a prominent player for
the Ladycats.

Unfortunately, as quickly as she
arrived in Aledo, Mack transferred
back out where she will play for All
Saints Episcopal in Fort Worth this
season.

Rebuilding a team from one
season to the next while endlessly
trying to maintain, if not exceed,
the same level of success from the
year before is the name of the game
in prep athletics. In light of the tal-
ent that departed at the end of the
2022 season, Ladycat head coach
Claire Gay finds herself in an all
too familiar position of filling the
gaps with fresh faces while looking
to veteran players to step up into
leadership roles.

One familiar face Gay looked to
last season as the future
leader of the squad is
Vivian Parker. As a junior,
Parker amassed 327 kills
last season while also
scooping up 465 digs. Not
only will she play a big
role in Aledo’s attack this
season, but she will also be looked at
as a leader by her teammates.

Haley Lowe and Kinley Elms
will also get more work up front
for the Ladycats. In the absence
of Gonzales and Frank, Lowe and
Elms will pair up with Parker to be

Pieces change, but goals remain for Ladycats

the three towers of power at the net
for the 2023 season.

Lowe’s defense was her
hallmark in 2022 as she col-
lected 60 blocks.

In her 55 sets played last
season, Elms’ kill rate was just
shy of one per set. This season
the Ladycats will do well if she
is able to continue that rate with the
dramatic uptick in opportunities to
be on the floor coming her way.

Juniors Kenrie Pruitt and Ava
Reding return this season, as well.
Reding accounted for 456 assists
in 2022.

KRISTIN MORALES

Pruitt earned more playing time
late in the season last year. In 37
sets played in 2022 she accounted
for 87 digs and 15 assists.

In the wake of Little moving on
after last season, sophomore Ella
Meador will get the bump up to the
varsity squad as the resident libero.

With a mixture of veteran players
and salty newcomers to the squad,
the Ladycats look to make another
run at the top of the District 5-5A
standings and hopefully craft a run
deep in the playoffs in 2023.

TENNIS

from page B3

round out the elder statesmen
for the Bearcats.

For the underclassmen,
Will Beyer, Jacob Heckathorn,
Francois Britz, Eleanor Jack,
Gracie Heydman, and Patrice
Loftin make up the remaining
juniors on the team. Natalie
Nawrocki and Sydney Byrd
are the only two sophomores
on the team this year.

The tennis team welcomes
six incoming freshmen to the
team for the fall season. Lila
Satterfield, Tom Ruminsky,
Brennan Holbrook, Ben Kurth,
Paxton Psencik, and Casen
Freeland will
have an oppor-
tunity to gain
some wis-
dom from the
seasoned upper-
classmen as the
season begins.

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

LEFT: Craig Mason serves in
one of his matches.
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being moved up from the junior
varsity for the postseason in 2022.

Another offensive notables are
junior tackle Cody Cartwright (6-4,
230), whom Jones called a "sixth
cog in the offensive line." He was a
tight end and defensive end last sea-
son. Likewise, senior wide receiver
Colton McCoy is a player to watch.

"We actually have a package
where we get him into the lineup,"
Jones said. "He'll see lots of time."

DJay Williams has committed
to play for Louisiana Lafayette in
2024.

"We've got some weapons. We
just have to put them in position,"
Jones said.

Defense

Senior Davhon Keys, who has
committed to play for LSU after
high school, returns to anchor the
defense at linebacker. He led the
Bearcats with 102.5 tackles, includ-
ing 8.5 for a loss, along with an
interception he returned 73 yards
for a touchdown. He was also a
solid contributor on offense with 13
touchdowns.

Four starters return in the
defensive backfield. Seniors Jake
Gillespie (80 tackles, 7.5 for loss, 2
interceptions) and Jayton "Boogie"
Owens (43.5 tackles, 1 interception)
are back at safety, while seniors
Jaden Allen (41 tackles, 3 inter-
ceptions) and Chris Johnson (29.5
tackles, 2 interceptions) are return-
ing at cornerback.

RYAN WADE/THE COMMUNITY NEWS
Retired Aledo head coach looks on during goalline drills on Saturday, Aug. 12.

DEFEND

Gillespie was the Defensive
MVP in the state championship
game. His early forced fumble set
the Bearcats up at College Station
37-yard line for a TD and a 14-0
lead. Then, he had a punt return of
more than 51 yards to the Cougars’
15, which led to another TD and a
21-0 advantage. Then, as the third
quarter was coming to an end he
intercepted a pass in the end zone
that he returned 20 yards.

Gillespie has committed to play
for Stephen F. Austin next season,
Allen has committed to Arkansas
and Johnson to Arizona State.

Senior linebackers Ky
Howington (26 tackles, 3 for loss,
1 sack, 1 interception) and Ben
McElree (23 tackles, 4 for loss)
look to join the starting lineup this
season. McElree moved up varsi-
ty during the season and also saw
some time at running back.

Sophomore defensive tackle
Decker Sanders, who joined the
varsity during the playoffs after
spending the regular season on the
freshmen and JV teams, is chal-
lenging for a starting spot. Junior
defensive tackle Jaxon Richter
was also moved up during the
postseason.

Also on the defensive line, soph-
omore Carson Dempsey (12 tackles,
5 for loss, 2.5 sacks) didn't start
but saw a lot of action and could
see even more this season. Also,
senior defensive lineman Cooper
Kohan, who started the first game
at linebacker last season and got a
season-ending injury, is back.

The defensive end position fea-
tures several players battling for
starting and/or significant playing

time, including Junior Wally Byers
, senior Brett Turner and sopho-
more move-in Cooper Cyphers, who
started for Colleyville Heritage last
season. Byers could also see some
time at fullback and tight end, and
Turner was the starting fullback
when the Bearcats used that posi-
tion in an offense last season.

Other defensive notables are
juniors Brody Adams at defensive,
along with Jacob MeclIntire and
Talan Forman at defensive tackle.

"There's going to be quite a bit
of rotating on the defensive line,'
Jones said. "We've got a lot of guys
to rotate in, keep 'em fresh."

Special teams

Like his predecessors, Buchanan
and Steve Wood - who went
75-4 with three state titles while
Buchanan was athletic director only
from 2014-18 - Jones is a big advo-
cate of special teams.

"A lof of times it's the differ-
ence between winning and losing
a game,' Jones said. "You've got to
be a football player to be on special
teams."

Among the areas Jones and his
staff paid close attention to in the
offseason were deep snappers. He
believes they have two good ones in
senior Raymond Howard for extra
points and field goals and Tims for
punts.

Senior Logan DeFranzo and
junior Cole Crawford will handle
kicking duties. Junior
Thaddeus  Keller is
punting.

Holding for extra
points and field goals is
also critical. McCoy and

senior Austin Keith will be called on
for that task, Jones said.

"Special teams can be over-
looked," Jones said. "But if you're
better than your opponents there
you'll have a big advantage."

District

The Bearcats competed in one
of the state's toughest districts last
season, alongside fellow powers
Burleson Centennial (12-2, state
quarterfinals) and Denton Ryan
(7-4, second round).

Aledo is No. 1 in the state enter-
ing the season. Ryan is preseason
No. 15.

Ryan returns two offensive and
six defensive starters. Centennial
returns one offensive and four
defensive starters.

"The Ryan coach (Dave Henigan)
said they're not as talented, but
they're a better team, which makes
them more dangerous,’ Jones said.
"Centennial, that offense (option) is
always tough. It's a system.

"At Northwest, Bill Poe's a good
football coach. He's always going to
have a good team."

Northwest was the fourth playoff
team from the district in 2022. The
Texans finished 6-5 and return five
offensive and five defensive starters.

Also in the district, The Colony
(4-6) returns seven starters on both
offense and defense, Azle (3-7) has
four offensive and six defensive
back, Brewer (2-8) returns seven
offensive and eight defen-
sive, Saginaw (1-9) has six
offensive and seven defensive
back and South Hills (1-9)
has five on offense and three
on defense returning.

RYAN WADE/THE COMMUNITY NEWS
Aledo head coach Robby Jones gives instructions to his players during a drill at the intersquad scrimmage.

Aledo carries a 1l11-game dis-
trict winning streak into the 2023
season, believed to be a national
record. The last time they lost a dis-
trict contest was in 2007.

Some thought that record was in
jeopardy last season when they had
road games at Centennial and Ryan.
However, they won both of those
games (64-21 over Centennial and
35-21 over Ryan).

This season the Bearcats host
both of those opponents.

"We've had a few scares, but it's
still going," Jones said with a smile.
"We plan on continuing it. Our goal
is to win every game."

Intangibles

The Aledo JV, which has been
a powerhouse for years at its level,
was a perfect 10-0 last season, Jones
said. Several from that squad could
play key roles in the varsity's 2023
success.

"We haven't lost a JV A game
in years," Jones said. "Our JVs do
well"

It's that kind of consistency that
Jones is calling on once again for
continued success.

"The coaches that were here were
trained by Buchanan and Wood.
We're not going to change much.
Why would we?" Jones said. "We've
evolved, adapted to new styles, but
keep it within our terminology."

Staying grounded is also a clutch
intangible, he added.

"Not thinking it's automatically
going to happen is important,’ he
said. "If we are able to stay level
headed and not think about a state
championship right now we'll be
fine."

We look
forward to
seeing you in
our next ad!
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Eagles look to rebound under new coach

McKenzie takes

the reins

By John English

The Community News

With football season right
around the corner, the Willow Park
Trinity Christian Eagles are look-
ing to rebound from a tough 2022
campaign.

Trinity Christian finished 1-9
overall with a young and inexpe-
rienced team last season, and new
head coach Cody McKenzie said,
regardless of record, he was proud
of how his team persevered.

“Last year was tough, with lim-
ited numbers and a young team,’
McKenzie said. “But our kids com-
peted their tails off, and our young
guys gained a great amount of var-
sity experience that will help us this
fall”

McKenzie took over the program
when Brian Marmian left after one
season.

Some of the stronger returners
for TCA this season include senior
wide receiver Jake Anderson, senior
noseguard Luke Sims,
senior wide receiver/
running back/corner-

“Growth and sy

a major impact on our success,
McKenzie said.

Sykes was an all-district selec-
tion in 2022.

After some tough sledding last
season, McKenzie said he is excit-
ed to see what his team will do

with a year of var-
competition
and off-season con-

back Mathew Sykes, eXperlence ditioning under its
sophomore quarter- : belt

back/wide receiver/ Wlll play a “.Growth and
strong safety Braxton . experience will play
Smith, sophomore rOIe m amajor role in com-
quarterback/tight end/ . ’ etine better with
tackle Kadin James, Competlng, fhis & car's toam”
sophomore lineback- McKeynzie sai(i
er/guard/tight end - Coach Cody MaKenzie :

Nathan Bryson, sopho-

more quarterback/free safety Brady
Reese and junior wide receiver/free
safety Braxton Lewis.

“All these guys will be two-way
starters for us this season and make

“Our young guys

went to work last
year in the off-season and summer
to prepare their bodies physically.
With the extra year of maturity and
the experience gained while having
to compete at the varsity level last

year, TCA will compete better each
week.”

One of the bigger challenges fac-
ing athletes this summer has been
the intense heat, and McKenzie said
he and his coaching staff have taken
the necessary precautions
to ensure the safety of his
athletes.

“With having a small
number of players this sea-
son, we are adding in extra
breaks and getting them in
the shade when we can,”
McKenzie said. “The kids have han-
dled the elements well, and I believe
that comes with a metal toughness
that was created in the off-season/
summer.”

To contend for a playoff spot in
2023, McKenzie said it comes down
to two basic factors.

“We have to stay healthy and
have good execution,” McKenzie
said. “Our kids will battle with

everyone who steps on the field with
us. If we can stay healthy this sea-
son with limited numbers, I believe
we can begin to close the gap on
our district opponents and put our-
selves in the playoff mix.”

And McKenzie said there
is no question about who
the standard bearer is in
TAPPS Division III District
I this season.

“Lubbock Trinity
will continue to be a tough test,
McKenzie said. “Lubbock Trinity
won the district last year and just
fell short at the state semis. I look
for them to be the team to beat.”

Trinity Christian-Willow Park
will open the season at 7:30 p.m. on
Aug. 25 against Temple Christian in
Willow Park.

VOLLE

TCA looking for turnaround

Mullen leading in
first year

By John English

The Community News

The 2022 volleyball season
was a struggle for the Willow
Park Trinity Christian squad,
with only one district victory
and a last-place finish in 1-4A
competition.

But 2023 could be a
much different story as first-
year coach Katherine Mullen
appears to have the Eagles on
the right track. Mullen said
that she has been impressed
by her team early on, espe-
cially when it comes to work
ethic.

"I think it's really positive,"
Mullen said. "The girls are
working really hard at the
task in front of them. I mean
they are working very hard."

For Mullen, the expecta-
tions for this season are pretty
clear.

"We want to win more
games and have a better
record,” Mullen said. "We
want to build a foundation
that we can grow off of."

With a solid core of players
returning, including senior
libero Caroline Thompson
(all-district selection), senior
defensive specialist Giuliana
Marcantonio, sophomore
setter Sadie Gough and soph-
omore outside hitter Emily

Ickert, Mullen said she
believes she has the team to
be competitive.

"I love them," Mullen said.
"I think they're great. I think
we have it; I just think
we have to fine tune
some stuff.

To compete for a
playoff spot this sea-
son, Mullen said
she needs a couple
of things from her
players.

"We really need for every-
body to buy into their role of
what they bring to the team,"
Mullen said. "And then we
just need to build up that con-
fidence and that greatness."

The Eagles competed in
the FWC PIT Tournament
this past weekend, losing the
first two games of the com-
petition, but rallying to win
their next three. TCA ended
up taking first place
in the Silver Division
and bringing home a
trophy.

Mullen said she is
optimistic about what
her team can accom-
plish this season, and said
her goals for her players are
two-fold.

"I want them to learn to
fight and be competitive,"
Mullen said. "But also to have
good character and represent
the team well."
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CROSS CO Young team continues building structure

By John English practices to avoid the heat, and

Contributing Writer Moore said there are a couple of
As cross country season gets objectives for 2023.

underway, Trinity Christian-Willow “Because of our size, the majority

Park is hoping to pick up right of our varsity boys and girls runners
where it left off last year. are able to compete at the state

Second-year coach AJ Moore meet,” Moore said. “Success is mea-
helped guide the sured individually
program to a district “Success iS as well as collective-
title and a top-10 ly. Our runners have
finish at state indi- measured individual goals and
vidually, and said in our teams have goals

his first year as coach ]_nd]_Vldually - wanting to finish in
in 2022, he tried to the top ten. After two

establish a system asS Well as consecutive all-state
that would lead the . 9 finishes, a possible
program to future COlleCtlvely. senior state champion

success. (Gracee Whiteaker) is
“It was a season - Coach AJMoore  a possibility”
of building struc- Whiteaker's main

ture,” Moore said. “Last year, our competition for a state title will be
boys won the district meet, and fellow district runner Emily Smith

we had three all-district runners. of Colleyville Covenant, who is the

We also took 14 runners to defending state champion.
state (seven boys and seven ) Trinity Christian-Willow
girls).” Park will compete in the

SCS I Invitational at 7 a.m.
on Aug. 26 at Southwest
Christian School.

The boys placed 13th
out of 25 teams at the State
TAPPS meet in Waco in
2022, and the girls placed
10th out of 21, with one top
ten placer in Gracee Whiteaker,
who finished fourth overall.

Moore said the Eagles distance
runners are competing in a few
more meets in 2023, and said he
implemented a stronger summer
season for training.

But Moore said the experience
level is the biggest difference and
potentially the biggest question
mark for Trinity Christian headed
into this season.

“The main difference this year
is the age of our boys team,” Moore
said. “This year, we have only
one senior - Co-captain Wilson
Winchester. The rest of the team
are freshmen, five of which are
returning from junior high. Our
varsity girls team is pretty much the
same with one senior— Co-captain
Gracee Whiteaker - and the rest are
lower classmen.”

Trinity Christian has trained
almost exclusively at dawn and 7
dusk this summer, with indoor | Rk et o il e T s e S, : LR s A LA ;
weight training to supplement their  coach AJ Moore with Varsity Girls at 22 season opener Waxahachie Woodhouse invitational. Coach AJ Moore with Varsity Boys at 22 State Meet in Waco
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— - ' - — - ' - Co-Captains Gracee Whiteaker & Wilson Winchester - top
Gracee Whiteaker at start of Parker County XC Championship Weatherford finishers at Jesuit Classic Prestonwood Polo Club
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