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AHS band 
program 
receives 
national 
honor
Earl D. Irons  
Program of  
Distinction Award 
will be presented in 
Chicago
Staff Reports
The Community News

The Phi Beta Mu International 
Band Fraternity has announced 
that the Aledo High School Band 
program under the direction of 
Joey Paul has been selected as 
a 2023 recipient of the frater-
nity’s Earl D. Irons Program of 
Distinction Award. The purpose 
of the Earl D. Irons Program 
of Distinction is to recognize 
those programs that exhibit and 
exemplify the founder’s ideal 
of honoring superior achieve-
ment, moral uprightness, and 
promoting the international 
development of bands. 

Aledo was a unanimous 
choice by a selection committee 
comprised of band directors from 
across the United States and 
Canada. The Aledo program will 
be recognized in December at the 
Midwest International Band and 
Orchestra Clinic held in Chicago.

“It’s a great honor and I am 
super excited for the program 
to be recognized on the national 
level,” Paul said, and added that 
the staff plans to attend the pub-
lic presentation in Chicago.

In a letter to Paul, George 
Hattendorf, chair of the Earl D. 
Irons Program of Distinction, 
said other schools could learn 
from Aledo’s band program.

“It is also hoped that other 
bands will use 
your program as 
an example to 
strive to attain 
these same 
levels of accom-
plishment,” 
Hattendorf said.

Read this 
story online

TAKE CARE
With continued hot, dry 
weather, fire danger con-
tinues to increase. Please 
avoid any outdoor activity 
that could create sparks. 
Emergency Services 
District No. 1 Chief Stephen 
Watson said “I would avoid 
open fire pits. Anyone weld-
ing should have some type 
of fire suppression readily 
available.”

WILLOW PARK

Residents 
get look 
at much 
lower tax 
rate
County presents 
transportation 
bond information
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

Willow Park City Manager 
Bryan Grimes — along with the 
city council — plans to keep a 
promise made last year.

Largely because the Parker 
County Emergency Services 
District 1 annexed the Willow 
Park Fire Department following 
a November, 2022 vote by citi-
zens, Grimes and his fellow city 
leaders can keep their promise. 
He said at the time if the vote 
went through it would create 
such an opportunity because no 
longer would the fire department 
require the vast majority of sales 
tax for funding.

The proposed new property 
tax rate announced by Grimes 
at the Tuesday, Aug. 8, council 
meeting is $0.397597, a decrease 
of $0.1409 cents from the cur-
rent rate of $0.538450. It’s a 
decrease of more than 26%.

“The easy thing would have 
been to keep the tax rate high,” 
Grimes told Mayor Doyle Moss 
and the council. “I don’t know if 
this is the largest tax reduction in 
Texas, but it’s big. My city man-
ager friends are in awe.”

The council is expected to 
vote on the new tax rate, along 
with the Fiscal Year 2023-24 
budget, following public hear-
ings on both at 6 p.m. on Aug. 22 
at City Hall, 120 El Chico Trail.

Road Improvement 
Bond

Parker County Judge Pat Deen 
and representatives from the 
Parker County Transportation 
Board gave a presentation to 
the council concerning a pro-
posed bond election. It is 
expected that the Parker County 
Commissioners Court will call 
for a $130 million bond elec-
tion on the ballot for the Nov. 7 
election.

“If you’ve ever driven I-20 
any day you’ll be for this bond,” 
Deen said.

If the bond is passed, coun-
ty-wide road work will include a 
total of 35 projects:
• Safety improvements, 12 

projects.
Turn to COUNCIL, page A2

Leaping Lasses

BRELEIGH MAYER/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Participants in cheer camp on Aug. 5 practice jumps. Cheer camp was among the last of summer camps 
before the start of school.

From Pete’s  
to Jake’s

FILE PHOTO BY CHRISTOPHER AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Pete and Sandra Mason are shown in front of Pete’s Deli in 1999. Notice the gas pump in the background. It 
was on the side of the store

601 FM 1187 to 
again become a 
community hot spot
By Ashlyn Poole
The Community News

With an anticipated open-
ing in mid-August, Jake’s Burgers 
is hoping to bring life back into 
an old building off of FM 1187, a 

community hot spot during the 90s 
when Pete’s Deli was in business.

Recently, Jake’s Burgers own-
ers and business partners Courtney 
Lindley and Bob Gregg met Pete 
and Sandra Mason, the owners of 
the old restaurant, to share memo-
ries of and goals for the space.

“We’ve heard their stories and 
loved to visit with them about what 
this place was for them at the time 

in their lives that they were running 
the business,” Gregg said. “It was a 
place where they could meet their 
friends and neighbors and be sup-
portive to those people in any way 
that they could.”

Although the building was exist-
ing when the Masons bought it, Pete 

Turn to JAKE’S, page A3
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Aledo, Texas
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The Willow Park  
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Christ
721 Ranch House Road
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www.thewillowparkchurchofchrist.com

aledoumc.org 

your church since 1878

@Oak and Pecan (817) 441 8329
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united methodist church
ALEDO
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Online Worship - aledoumc.org
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• New road extensions, 11 projects.
• Road capacity widening, 8 

projects.
• Frontage roads/ramps, 4 

projects.
• The financial breakdown of the 

bond includes:
• Precinct projects, $90 million.
• Partnership projects, $25 

million.
• Discretionary, $15 million.

Statistics presented included:
• Parker County grew by 34.1% 

between 2010-22.
• Parker County is ranked No. 6 in 

the U.S. in fastest growth.
• Parker county is currently grow-

ing at a rate of 4.8% per year.
• An estimated 22 people move 

into the county every day.
The presentation also noted 

the bond’s importance because 

local transportation funding will 
support growth; state and federal 
partnerships create more leverage 
for transportation improvement 
opportunities; regional part-
nerships will bring together the 
North Central Texas Council of 
Governments, municipalities and 
school districts; and it would expe-
dite the safety projects in support 
of #EndTheStreakTX, a project 
designed to end the streak of daily 
deaths on Texas roadways.

Parker County Transportation 
Department officials said if, as 
expected, the election is called, they 
will spend between now and the 
election date educating the public 
more on the bond project.

“With the growth we’re experi-
encing here, it just makes sense,” 
Moss said. “The county needs it.”

Land Annexation
The council approved a joint 

ordinance and extraterritorial 

jurisdiction (ETJ) boundary agree-
ment with the City of Aledo to 
release and transfer a 31.247-acre 
tract of property to the City of 
Willow Park’s ETJ.

The land is owned by Dustin 
and Jayme Haney, co-trustees of the 
Haney Revocable Trust. It is locat-
ed near the site of a new gym and 
Stillwater Meadow wedding venue 
on Bankhead Highway.

Willow Park City Attorney Pat 
Chesser noted that some additional 
nearby property, about three acres, 
also has to be annexed to fulfill the 
agreement.

“We look forward to serving 
businesses on Bankhead. Anything 
we can do to contribute to the suc-
cess of small businesses we’ll do it 
and look forward to stepping up,” 
Grimes said.

Kings Gate Park
The council voted to accept 

the dedication of Kings Gate Park 

from Wilks Development to the city 
and agreed to repay the cost of 
replatting.

The Planned Development 
Zoning District for The Shops at 
Willow Park, approved by the coun-
cil in 2016, includes a segment for a 
hike and bike trail and open space.

This early transfer will accelerate 
the city’s possession of additional 
public park space and allow for eas-
ier construction of the single track 
hike and bike trails planned, and 
other park improvements.

Wilks Development agreed to 
the early transfer and had the park 
land engineered, surveyed, and is 
preparing legal documents for clos-
ing, all of which they have paid. 
Willow Park officials proposed to 
pay for the title, but upon agree-
ing that the property needed to be 
replatted due to their retention of 
the Reserves at Trinity entrance, it 
was decided it was easier for Wilks 
to pay the $2,347.60 for the title, 

and the city pay for the replat, an 
estimated $2,500.

“Kings Gate will the cornerstone 
of our parks system,” Grimes said. 
“It will be a source of joy for our 
residents.”

ARPA funds  
redirected

The council approved the redi-
recting of 
$665,153 from 
the American 
Rescue Plan 
Act funds at 
the request of 
Assistant City 
Manager Bill 
Funderburk. 
Originally 
meant for the sanitary sewer line 
along Bankhead Highway, they will 
now be diverted to the wastewater 
effluent line project that ties into 
Squaw Creek Golf Course.

COUNCIL
from page one

Read this 
story online

Hope. Some young, some old, some 
with special issues but all have one 
thing in common, they need a home 
and a human to love and care for 
them.

You can find out more about 
Howard and Mary D. and many other 
animals at the Saving Hope website. 
There are fees and costs. Owning an 
animal has its responsibilities.

If you want to adopt a Saving 
Hope animal, there is an applica-
tion process. Potential owners are 
screened. Please don’t be offended 
by this. The last thing anyone wants 
is a failed adoption. There is a meet 
and greet between the fosters and 
the prospective owners to see if it is 
a good fit.

The end result is hopefully a for-
ever home.

Go to The Saving Hope website at 
https://savinghoperescue.org/ and get 
started. An animal out there needs 
you and will repay you many times 
over with love and appreciation.

THISTLES
from page four

Kamron McCoy Hall 
(10) and Thaddeus 
Keller (82) battle for 
a pass during the 
first day of Bearcat 
football workouts on 
Aug. 7. About 205 
players turned out 
for the practice.

BRELEIGH MAYER/THE 

COMMUNITY NEWS

http://www.pccowboychurch.org
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http://www.crossingaledo.com
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was the first person to put a kitchen 
inside.

“I had a brother that had a conve-
nience store and he’ had a kitchen in 
his, and he did very well,” Pete said. 
“So we decided we needed a kitchen. 
There was a pretty good sized stock 
room, so before I opened, I had that 
built into a kitchen.”

A hot topic of conversation 
between the previous and new 
building owners was the unique com-
munity and the people in it. 

“We tried to welcome everybody 
and year after year, it just kept grow-
ing,” Pete said. “If I was up front and 
somebody walked in, it was ‘Howdy, 
hello. How y’all doing?’ We just greet-
ed everybody, tried to wait on them as 
quick as we could.” 

After talking to Pete and Sandra, 
the business partners reflected on 
their goals for Jake’s Burgers.

“The experiences and genuine 
relationships with the community, 
I think, is what they did fantastic,” 
Lindley said. “That’s what we hope to 
bring to the community, too. It’s just 
a genuine, authentic relationship with 
everyone around it.”

Lindley and Gregg bought Jake’s 
Burgers with a group of partners two 
years ago. A growing restaurant, they 
decided Aledo was a good fit for Jake’s 
ninth location. In fact, they’ve been 
looking for an opportunity in the 
town for quite some time, according 
to Gregg.

“We really wanted to take a brand 
that had heritage and history and 
carry it to grow into communities like 
Aledo where we can provide fresh, 
great food, a friendly environment, 
and a place that really has something 
for everyone,” Gregg said. “So we saw 
these opportunities with the Jake’s 
brand and now we get to carry it to its 
next phase of growth.”

However, the process hasn’t been 
easy for the owners, or the construc-
tion crew. Actually, the building 
hasn’t been used as a restaurant since 
the Masons shut down Pete’s Deli in 
2000.

“Every project that is an older 
building has unique challenges that 
are unknown,” Gregg said. “One of 
the questions we get on our website 
all the time is ‘When are you going 
to open?’ because we’ve been work-
ing on this location for almost two 
years. However, there are a number 

of challenges that you don’t find out 
about until you start.” 

One such challenge was a massive 
void of dirt underneath the founda-
tion, which conflicted with plumbing 
work. However, the location also pro-
vided opportunities that Lindley and 
Gregg turned into amenities.

“To be able to create the backyard 
environment that we are working 
to create with outdoor cooking, an 
outdoor bar, and a place where fam-
ilies and friends can hang 
out,” Gregg said. “Not just 
eat, but have a great restau-
rant experience and also a 
great neighborhood hangout 
experience. That’s what we 
were very excited about in 
this particular location.”

The restaurant is projected to 
open before Aug. 17, just in time for 
the first high school scrimmage game. 

“We‘ll do two days of live training 
with invited guests and then open to 
the public following that,” Gregg said. 
“We’ll make it known to the commu-
nity that we’re ready to go. We’re just 
waiting on final formal approvals and 
working through a few last minute 
items so that we can finalize the date.”

And Jake’s has Pete and Sandra’s 
approval. Now, there’s three 
things tying the four of them 
together: the building, love 
of community, and VIP sta-
tus at Jake’s.

“I can see it’s gonna be a 
hot spot just by looking at it,” 
Pete said. “There’ll be a lot of 
people coming here.”

Read this 
story online

JAKE’S
from page one

ASHLYN POOLE/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Courtney Lindley, left, and Bob Gregg are the owners of the new Jake’s 
Burgers.

ASHLYN POOLE/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Pete and Sandra Mason had an opportunity to meet Courtney Lindley 
and Bob Gregg, the owners of Jake’s Burgers, for a sneak peek of the new 
restaurant.

Clear the Shelter
More than 40 furry crea-

tures (47, to be exact) found new 
homes at the Clear the Shelter 
event on Saturday, Aug. 5, at 
the Weatherford Parker County 
Animal Shelter.

The shelter has expe-
rienced huge intakes of 
animals, and continues 
to look for permanent or 
foster homes for them.

The shelter will 
have another big event 

on Aug. 26, and is offering $25 
adoptions through the month of 
August.

In addition, the shelter will 
waive the adoption fee on 
one selected animal each 
day for the remainder of 
August.

For more informa-
tion, visit facebook.com/
WPCAnimal.

PHOTOS BY  
ASHLYN POOLE

Kenneth and Ramona Cadenhead

Melissa Colton and Hayden 
Hopkins

Caleb Martinex meets a new 
friend.

Read this 
story online

http://www.clearforkmaterials.com
http://www.whitesfuneral.com
https://www.community-news.com/stories/clear-the-shelter,44540
http://facebook.com/WPCAnima
http://facebook.com/WPCAnima
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An unprecedented number 
of child care centers are expect-
ed to close across the state as 
pandemic relief funding ends, 
the Texas Standard reported. A 
survey conducted by the Texas 
Association for the Education of 
Young Children of about 1,600 
child care programs indicated 
44% were likely to close their 
doors without additional fund-
ing. Federal pandemic relief 
funds ended for most centers in 
June.

The Texas Legislature declined 
to pass a $2.3 billion House pro-
posal for child care providers, 
with the intent that the money be 
used to raise the average wage of 
staff from $12 per hour to at least 
$15 per hour.

Since 2020, Texas child care 
providers have received more 
than $4 billion in COVID-19 
funding, according to the Texas 
Tribune. The money helped cover 
child care costs for more than 
800,000 Texas children.

“This is going to be something 
that affects every community here 
in the state of Texas and will have 
a lasting effect on our economy 
as the supply of workers in all 
industries is shortened because 
of the lack of child care,” Cody 
Summerville, executive director 
of TAEYC, said.

No additional  
impeachment  
articles for Paxton

The deadline has passed with 
no additional impeachment 
charges against suspended Texas 
Attorney General Ken Paxton, 

who already faces 20 articles of 
impeachment in a trial set in the 
Senate for Sept. 5, the Austin 
American-Statesman reported.

House members in late May 
voted 121-23 to send the articles 
of impeachment to the Senate, 
accusing Paxton of bribery and 
misuse of office. Paxton was 
indicted in 2015 for securities 
fraud, with that trial now set for 
2024.

Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick, who will 
preside over the impeachment 
trial, said it will likely last two to 
three weeks.

New law cracks down 
on street racing

Gov. Greg Abbott last week 
signed two laws cracking down on 
illegal street racing. House Bills 
1442 and 2899 enhance penalties 
for those involved in such activi-
ties and provide law enforcement 
and prosecutors additional tools 
to address those crimes.

“Street takeover” events have 
been occurring in Austin, Fort 
Worth, and other cities, where 
intersections are blocked by vehi-
cles doing donuts in intersections 
while others film the event.

Abbott ceremonially signed 
the bill in Fort Worth, where a 
street takeover led to a pair of 
fatalities.

“Street racing and street take-
overs are not a victimless crime,” 
said Mayor Mattie Parker. “Right 
here in Fort Worth, we lost a 
wonderful young couple who 
had three children. These types 
of incidents are all too common 
across the country.”

Abbott announced the forma-
tion of a task force in February 
to combat street takeovers. The 
Texas Department of 
Public Safety, working 
with local law enforce-
ment, has made more 
than 50 arrests and 
nearly 400 traffic cita-
tions related to illegal 
street racing across the 
state.

Wildfire danger  
continues to rise  
as state bakes

Texas A&M Forest Service 
is warning of increased wildfire 
danger as high temperatures and 
dry conditions continue to cover 
the state.

“Since mid-July, wildfire activ-
ity has increased substantially 
across Texas due to expanding 
drought conditions,” said Wes 
Moorehead, Texas A&M Forest 
Service Fire Chief. “Over the past 
two weeks, state and local fire-
fighters have responded to 280 
wildfires that burned almost 
10,000 acres.”

While the risk of wildfire 
has increased, the five active 
wildfires across the state have 
largely been contained. The num-
ber of counties with burn bans in 
place increased to 168 as of last 
weekend.

A&M reaches $1 million 
settlement with  
journalism professor

Texas A&M University 
reached a $1 million settlement 
with a journalism professor 
whose botched hiring led to the 
resignation of the university’s 
president, The Dallas Morning 
News reported.

University officials released 
the results of an internal inves-
tigation last week that admitted 
“mistakes were made during the 
hiring process.”

Kathleen McElroy, a former 
editor for the New York Times 
and a journalism professor at 
the University of Texas at Austin, 
accepted a tenure-track position 
to restart A&M’s journalism pro-

gram. A public signing 
ceremony was followed 
with backlash, including 
from six A&M regents, 
because of her work to 
diversify newsrooms. 
The original offer even-
tually was reduced to a 
one-year contract with no 

protection from being summarily 
fired. McElroy decided to stay at 
UT-Austin while making public 
how the offer had changed.

“I hope the resolution of my mat-
ter will reinforce A&M’s allegiance 
to excellence in higher education 
and its commitment to academic 
freedom and journalism,” McElroy 
said. She is a Texas A&M graduate.

Texas leads nation in 
‘family annihilation’ 
cases

Cases of “family annihilation,” 
where one family member kills 
at least two close family mem-
bers, occur every five days in 
the United States, according to 
a study originally made by the 
IndyStar and analyzed by the 
Statesman. That analysis indi-
cated since 2020 such homicides 
have occurred in Texas 33 times 
—more than any other state.

Firearms are used most fre-
quently in family annihilations 
in the state, the study showed. 
Texas, the second most popu-
lous state in the nation, leads 
the country in firearm-related 
deaths, with 4,613 reported in 
the state in 2021, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control.

The data focused on the two 
and a half years since the COVID-
19 pandemic. 

“A lot of the stressors of the 
COVID pandemic exacerbated 
the issues around domestic vio-
lence and mental health,” Mikisha 
Hooper, with the Texas Council 
on Family Violence, told the 
Texas Standard. “So that isola-
tion, the financial pressure, and 
those types of things are exacer-
bating the increase in the number 
of homicides that we’re seeing,” 
she said.
Gary Borders is a veteran 
award-winning Texas journalist. 
He published a number of com-
munity newspapers in Texas 
during a 30-year span, includ-
ing in Longview, Fort Stockton, 
Nacogdoches and Cedar Park. 
Email: gborders@texaspress.com.

Capital Highlights

Child care centers closing across state

Gary Borders
gborders@texaspress.com
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Your Views
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Disgruntled Resident
Mr. Keck, I am providing cor-

rections to the article, “City to 
Absorb EPC Library,” written by 
Ryan Wade about the City of 
Aledo council meeting held on 
July 27th. First of all, the title 
of the article is curious to me, 
because there was no discussion 
at all about the City absorb-
ing the East Parker County 
Library. Mr. Wade must have 
been confused, but I’m sure the 
public appreciates finally being 
made aware of the private dis-
cussions that have taken place 
until now. If all of those details 
were known by the reporter, why 
weren’t they included in the arti-
cle about the June 22nd council 
meeting?

The portrayal in the article 
of my desire to speak was com-
pletely incorrect and when a 
reporter chooses to reference a 
member of the public in a nega-
tive light, at least get the scenario 
right and maybe attempt to pro-
vide details from the resident’s 
perspective. Had the reporter 
inquired, I would have told him 
that I signed up to speak during 
public comments, as well as on 
agenda item 7H, a resolution 
that the council was to consid-
er approving reimbursement 
of expenses with “future debt.” 
The posted agenda 
item referenced expens-
es related to the Clear 
Fork Interceptor and 
Lift Station Project, but 
no amount was listed 
on the public notice. I 
requested and received 
a council packet that 
included a copy of the 
resolution and an amount of 

$3.5mm was included as the 
maximum principal for “future 
debt.” There was no staff memo 
to explain the item further, nor 
any other financial details about 
the item. Mayor Stanley and the 
City’s attorney disregarded HB 
2840 passed in 2019 when they 
refused to allow me to speak 
and rather than allow me at 
least one minute, our exchange 
only made the City look bad, 
especially when other members 
of the public spoke on issues for 
far longer than their allotted 3 
minutes.

Every debt issuance the 
City of Aledo approves matters 
a great deal to the taxpayers, 
especially when their utilities 
have increased. It wasn’t enough 
that the City issued $18.5mm 
in debt last year for a new City 
Hall absent a vote at the bal-
lot box and then less than one 
year later the City needs another 
$2mm in order to absorb the 
EPC Library? What happened 
to the future Police Department 
and how is that planning com-
ing along? When is the City of 
Aledo going to offer their res-
idents access to the council 
packets in order to truly support 
public engagement at council 
meetings?

I urge the newspaper staff 
to do a better job of 
reporting the full story 
and not just the story 
pleasing to City officials. 
East Parker County 
desperately needs an 
investigative reporter!

- Marcy Galle 
Willow Park

Read this 
story online

Meet Howard and Mary D., 
two of the many dogs available 
for adoption through Saving 
Hope animal rescue. Their stated 
mission is to rescue, rehabilitate, 
and find homes for abandoned, 
neglected, and abused domestic 
animals in Fort Worth and sur-
rounding areas.

This is also “Clear the 
Shelters” month, sponsored by 
Telemundo and NBC 5. There 
is a special emphasis to adopt 
animals, mostly cats and dogs, 
from the area shelters. You can 
go to a shelter and start adopting 
an animal. 

Saving Hope aspires to 
educate people on the issue of 
unwanted and aban-
doned animals. Spaying 
and neutering is high 
on the list. Surprisingly, 
there are many macho 
Texans that refuse to 
castrate or spay their 
animals. Many of our 
fellow citizens consider 
animals to be property without 
need of nurture.

There is a recently-released, 
well-made documentary called 
“Rescuing Rex” that discuss-
es this phenomena. The same 
movie says Texas has the highest 
number of unwanted animals 
in the entire country. It is time 
many Texans had a change of 
attitude.

At Saving Hope, many of the 
animals are fostered by individ-
uals until homes are found. Our 
family is fostering Howard and 
Mary D., two loving and beau-
tiful puppies found abandoned 
under the bridge of the I20/I30 
merge in Parker County.

They were heat exhausted 
and dehydrated and covered 
with countless fleas and ticks 

that were literally suck-
ing the life out of them. 
With a little TLC, they 
have become wonderful 
dogs that need homes. 
Our ark is full with our 
three other dogs, already.

There are about 
1,200 animals currently 
available through Saving 

Thistles&Roses

Howard and Mary D. are 
available for adoption

Richard Henderson
richard@rahenderson.com

Read this 
story online

Turn to THISTLES, page A2

Howard Mary D

https://www.community-news.com/stories/child-care-centers-closing-across-state,44405
https://www.community-news.com/stories/disgruntled-resident,44406
https://www.community-news.com/stories/howard-and-mary-d-are-available-for-adoption,44407


A5

A u g u s t  1 1 ,  2 0 2 3
THE COMMUNITY NEWS 

w w w. c o m m u n i t y - n e w s . c o mEvents
More events can be found at www.community-news.com/calendar

AUGUST 11

Meet the Band
Area residents are invited 
to Meet the Band starting 
at 7 p.m. on Friday, Aug. 11, 
at the Aledo High School 
gym.
Special guests at the 
event are members of the 
Aledo Middle School and 
McAnally Middle School 
bands.
In addition to concessions 
during the performances, 
there will be a last-chance 
opportunity to join the 
Aledo Band Boosters and 
opportunities to purchase 
band merchandise and 
yard signs, and to pre-or-
der alumni gear.
The Band Olympics will fol-
low at the ninth-grade turf 
practice field. Everyone is 
welcome to bring a lawn 
chair to see the fun.

AUGUST 12

Meet the Bearcats - bring 
towels, peanut butter,  
and jelly!
The annual Meet the 
Bearcats will begin at 1 
p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 12, 
at the Aledo High School 
Indoor Practice Facility.
The public is asked for 
donations of large, white 
towels and peanut butter 
and jelly.
Football, cheer, and dance 
teams will autograph post-
ers, and related booster 
clubs will have merchan-
dise for sale.
Inter-squad scrimmages 
will begin at 7 a.m. on Aug. 
12.

AUGUST 14

Aledo ISD Meet the 
Teacher
See your school’s website 

or Facebook page for more 
information. 

AUGUST 16

Aledo ISD First Day of 
School
School hours will remain 
the same for the 2023-
2024 school year:
Elementary/Early 
Childhood Academy (PK-5):
7:30 AM first bell
7:40 AM tardy bell
3:10 PM dismissal

Secondary (6-12):
8:30 AM first bell
8:40 AM tardy bell
4:10 PM dismissal

AUGUST 21

Teen Time Game Night!
East Parker County Library 
will host a teen time game 
night for middle and high 
schoolers from on Friday, 
Ausut 21, from 5-6 p.m. 
Come enjoy an hour of 
snacking and board  
gaming fun. 

AUGUST 22

Native Plant Society 
meeting
The Cross Timbers Chapter 
of the Native Plant Society 
of Texas meets at 6 p.m. on 
the fourth Tuesday of each 
month except July and 
December. The location 
varies and is announced 
before the meetings. The 
August meeting will be at 6 
p.m. on Aug. 22 via Zoom. 

The program is titled 
“Homegrown National 
Park” and features Dr. 
Doug Tallamy.
To join the meeting, visit 
bit.ly/nativeplantsociety.
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TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  TX George W.
  5  Baird High School
      class (2 wds.)
  6  St. Marks in Dallas
      is a ____ school
  7  29th and 32nd gov-
      ernor “__” Ferguson
  8  TXism: “living high
      on the ___” (rich)
  9  in Eastland County
      on highway 6
15  TX Ryan Palmer
      is on PGA ____
16  in Cameron County
      on highway 107
19  soft fruit that is not
      commercially
      grown in Texas
21  hollow unleavened
      breads
22  Galveton’s “Bishop
      Palace” (2 wds.)
27  TX Gramm, U.S.
      senator (1985-
      2002), and repre-
      sentative (1979-83)
28  kin to the llama
29  mockery, ridicule
30  TXism for “leave it
      alone” (3 wds.)
32  late TX Helmond
      of TV show “Who’s
      the Boss?” (init.)
33  “North _____  ____
      & Rodeo” in Denton
36  “____ and void”
37  Del ___, Texas
38  former Cowboys
      tight end, Jay 
39  using electronic
      sounds to substitute
      for expletives 
41  fi sh appendage

  1  TX Wills, “Western
      swing” musician
  2  “one” in Mexico
  3  Baylor County seat
  4  TXism: “___  _ 
      ____  ____  _ 
      snappin’ turtle” 
  8  “____ for the best”
  9  “All the Gold in 
      California,” Texas
      group (2 wds.)
10  TXism: “dab it __”
11  late Texas actor,
      Rip (init.)
12  Jason Spezza went
      from the Dallas
      Stars to this Toronto
      team (2 wds.)

42  married woman, south
      of the border
45  TXism: “easy as falling
      off _  ___”
46  this Sarah made the
      fi rst “lone star” fl ag (init.)
47  natural hair style worn by
      some Texas black folks
48  TXism: “the ___ is in
      the fi re” (trouble)
49  most graceful
52  “Zeke’s” college state

53  most light
      bulbs today
54  poetic “before”
55  dir. to Lufkin
      from Mineola

13  got _  ___ in my 
      shirt (tear)
14  TXism: “___  _ lick
      of” (none)
15  TX Shelley Duvall’s
      “Tall _____  ___
      Legends”
16  TX Ellerbee book:
      “And __  __ Goes”
17  tackling Dak for a
      loss
18  TXism: “happy __  _
      ___ in slop”
20  actress in Texas-
      fi lmed “Silkwood”
22  TXism: “old __ dirt”
23  TXism: “fat as a
      boardinghouse ___”
24  _  ___ gallon hat

25  TXism: “___  __ 
      ___, half a dozen
      of the other”
26  singer Randy who
      has a ranch out-
      side Tioga, Texas  
28  “ready, willing,
      and ____”
31  TX Cyd Charisse
      birth name

34  this Fred won TX
      Byron Nelson Golf
      Classic,1987 (init.)
35  this Stilwell started
      Port Arthur (init.)
37  “One ____, one
      Ranger”
40  map or plan for a
      piece of land
43  org. of the Texans
      and the Cowboys
44  Palmeiro left the
      Rangers for this
      Baltimore team
50  TXism for “hello”
51  “_  _ Siecke State 
      Forest”
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Support Services provided by 
Careity Foundation

MEET OUR
ANCER-FIGHTING
ROCK ST RS

Talha Riaz, MD Medical Oncologist/Hematologist | Aaron Laine, MD, PhD Radiation Oncologist

WWW.THECENTERTX.COM | 817.759.7000
Weatherford

FORT WORTH CENTRAL CAMPUS • FORT WORTH SOUTHWEST • ARLINGTON
WEATHERFORD • BURLESON • GRANBURY • MINERAL WELLS • STEPHENVILLE

EVENT 
SUBMISSIONS
Send event submis-
sions to events@com-
munity-news.com. 
Please include time, 
date, and place of 
the event, a short 
description, and 
phone/email for 
obtaining further 
information, with 
photos, graphics, or 
flyers.

PUBLIC MEETING AND HEARING 
ON THE TAX RATE

A tax rate of $0.397597 per $100 valuation has been proposed by the governing body of CITY OF 
WILLOW PARK.

PROPOSED TAX RATE $0.397597 per $100
NO-NEW-REVENUE TAX RATE  $0.444640 per $100
VOTER-APPROVAL TAX RATE    $0.430651 per $100

The no-new-revenue tax rate is the tax rate for the 2023 tax year that will raise the same amount of 
property tax revenue for CITY OF WILLOW PARK from the same properties in both the 2022 tax year 
and the 2023 tax year.

The voter-approval rate is the highest tax rate that CITY OF WILLOW PARK may adopt without hold-
ing an election to seek voter approval of the rate.

The proposed tax rate is not greater than the no-new-revenue tax rate. This means that CITY OF 
WILLOW PARK is not proposing to increase property taxes for the 2023 tax year.

A PUBLIC MEETING TO VOTE ON THE PROPOSED TAX RATE WILL BE HELD ON August 22, 2023 
AT 6:00 AT Willow Park City Hall, 120 El Chico Trail, Suite A, Willow Park, TX 76087. Even though a 
Public Hearing is NOT required, the City Council will conduct a public hearing on the proposed tax 
rate at the same meeting.

The proposed tax rate is also not greater than the voter-approval tax rate. As a result, CITY OF 
WILLOW PARK is not required to hold an election to seek voter approval of the rate. However, you 
may express your support for or opposition to the proposed tax rate by contacting the members of 
the Willow Park City Council of CITY OF WILLOW PARK at their offices or by attending the public 
meeting mentioned above. YOUR TAXES OWED UNDER ANY OF THE RATES MENTIONED ABOVE 
CAN BE CALCULATED AS FOLLOWS:

Property tax amount = (tax rate) x (taxable value of your property)/100

FOR the proposal: Lea Young Eric Contreras
 Chawn Gilliland Nate Crummel 
 Greg Runnenbaum
AGAINST the proposal:

PRESENT and not voting: Doyle Moss, Mayor

ABSENT:

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which you can 
easily access information regarding your property taxes, including information about proposed tax 
rates and scheduled public hearings of each entity that taxes your property.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is calculated to 
limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

The following table compares the taxes imposed on the average residence homestead by CITY OF 
WILLOW PARK last year to the taxes proposed to be imposed on the average residence homestead 
by CITY OF WILLOW PARK this year.

2022 2023 Change
Total tax rate (per
$100 of value)

$0.538450 $0.397597 decrease of -0.140853, 
or -26.16%

Average homestead 
taxable value

$296,517 $335,983 increase of 39,466, or 
13.31%

Tax on average 
homestead

$1,596.60 $1,335.86 decrease of -260.74, or
-16.33%

Total tax levy on all 
properties

$3,224,724 $3,108,241 decrease of -116,483, 
or -3.61%

For assistance with tax calculations, please contact the tax assessor for CITY OF WILLOW PARK at 817- 
596-0077 or parkercad@parkercad.org, or visit www.texas.gov/property taxes for more information.

https://www.community-news.com/calendar/
http://www.thecentertx.com
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Earth is My 
Happy Place

Standards Link: Use descriptive 
writing.

Look through the 
newspaper for pictures 
and words that identify 
the parts of nature that 
you like. Cut these out 
and glue them onto a 
piece of paper. Under 

or next to the newspaper 
clippings, write what 
you love about each 

kind of nature.

Feeding livestock seaweed also 
cuts down on their 
wind (also 
known as 
toots). A cow’s 
“wind” adds 
methane gas 
to the air.

Methane gas 
is part of what 
is causing 
climate 
change.

Wind Stopper

Our planet is amazing! Earth has 
an abundance of truly wonderful 

natural resources!

Would you eat 
seaweed?

Burger Lovers Need Seaweed

ERGNE

Many kinds of seaweed are so 
nutritious that the United Nations 

estimates that farming only 2% of the 
ocean could feed as many as 

12 billion people!

Even meat eaters can be helped 
with seaweed. It makes 
an excellent animal 
feed!

Seaweed is a type of plant that grows 
in the ocean and other bodies of 
water all over the world.

It’s not like the plants you see on land 
because it doesn’t have roots. It can 
�oat and move through the water.

Seaweed comes in di�erent shapes, 
sizes and colors. Some seaweed looks like 
long ribbons. Some look  like big, leafy plants.

Unscramble the letters to discover di�erent 
seaweed colors.

DER

WORBN

PLUEPR

Usually, we think of weeds as 
something we don’t want in 
the garden. But seaweed is 
actually very good for the 

planet. It can help end hunger 
and maybe even slow down 

climate change.

Seaweed has so many good 
uses that some scientists think 

we should call it something 
di�erent. How about a “sea 

vegetable,”  “sea forest,” 
or “water food”?

What do you think?

What’s in a name?

Seaweed Means Survival
Replace the missing words.

Seaweed is important to marine ______. Animals 
such as �sh, sea turtles and even whales _______ 
on seaweed for food and ________. Small �sh use 

seaweed as a _________ place from predators. 
Sea ___________ eat seaweed.

Circle every other letter to discover the name of this 
delicious rice and seafood treat wrapped in seaweed.

A S T U H S L H J I

Standards Link: Science: Plants have structures that aid in survival. 

© 2023 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Je� Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 39, No. 37

Live 
underwater?

Would you like to live 
underwater? Why or 

why not?

The adjective edible describes 
something that is safe to eat.

EDIBLE

Try to use the word edible 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

The scientist found several 
edible plants on the island.

This week’s word:

           Use the code to find out how seaweed 
is used in foods around the world.

A seaweed called dulse is mixed with milk, 
nutmeg, cinnamon and vanilla to make a 

popular drink in this country.

Here, sheets of 
dried seaweed are 
used in soups and 

to wrap sushi.

In this country, 
a seaweed called 
laver is used to 
make a popular 

food called 
laverbread.

Seaweed Food

0 6 4 0
8 0 5 3 6

1 3 5 4 9 3

Find and read news articles about scientific 
developments or research. Write a summary 
answering these questions: Who are the 
scientists? What kind of science is involved? 
How will this help humans?
Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Summarize an article.

Science Solutions

ANSWER: Shore!

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

J
T
C
W
H
A
L
E
S
B

S
J
B
T
O
C
E
A
N
W

D
E
E
F
D
H
V
B
V
A

S
R
A
D
L
A
Q
E
A
T

R
E
X
W
U
N
S
N
R
E

O
G
W
T
E
G
W
I
L
R

L
N
I
Z
B
E
A
R
T
H

O
U
Q
A
Y
M
D
A
W
U

C
H
I
D
I
N
G
M
O
X

O
N
H
S
I
F
M
W
L
N

CHANGE
COLORS
EARTH
EAT
FEED
FISH
HIDING
HUNGER
MARINE
OCEAN
SEAWEED
SLOW
WATER
WHALES
WIND

With hundreds of topics, every 
Kid Scoop  printable activity pack 
features six-to-seven pages of 
high-interest extra learning 
activities for home and 
school! Get your free 
sample today at:

Work with a family member to 
do the math to discover five of 

the most popular types of 
edible seaweed.

10 = NORI
21 = WAKAME
17 = KELP
19 = ARAME
14 = DULSE

7 + 7 + 7

9 + 8

5 + 5 + 5 + 4

3 + 3 + 3 + 5

2 + 6 + 2
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(817) 835-5000
www.ftwccu.org

Open to those who live, work, or 
attend school in Tarrant, Denton, 

Parker, and Johnson Counties.

Visit us today at
1911 S. Main St. 

Weatherford’s #1 Family Credit Union 

RANCH HOUSE PROFESSIONAL BUILDING

126 RANCH HOUSE ROAD

MARCUS GLEATON, OD
Suite 1000 · (817) 441-0010

ALEDO FAMILY EYE CARE
Suite 1000 · (817) 441-0010

A MEMBER OF

visionsource-aledofamilyeyecare.com

Mark A. McAdams, DDS

Suite 800 • (817) 441-8003

CATLIN, LILLARD & CO. PC
Tax, Assurance,
Consulting,
Business Advisors

Suite 1200 • (817) 441-2600 • clc-cpa.com
S. Brian Catlin, CPA  Ralph Lillard, CPA

Trusted since 1977

23
96

58

Dale Mares, AAMS
817-441-5061
126 S. Ranch house Rd., #600
Aledo 

Insurance and discounts subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co., Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance 
Co. Life insurance offered through Allstate Life Ins. Co. & Allstate Assurance Co. Northbrook, IL; and American Heritage Life Insurance Co., 
Jacksonville, FL. Securities offered by Personal Financial Representatives through Allstate Financial Services, LLC (LSA Securities in LA and PA).  
Registered Broker-Dealer. Member FINRA, SIPC. Main Office: 2920 South 84th Street, Lincoln, NE 68506. (877) 525-5727. © 2018 Allstate Insurance Co.

PROTECT YOUR WORLD

Don’t forget your four-legged 
family member when you travel!

• Boarding 

• Grooming 

• Heated & 
Cooled 

• Indoor & 
Outdoor Runs

• 24-Hour 
Attendant 

Ring Leaders Kennel
Aledo 817-441-8071

Newly-Upgraded boarding facilities

Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry
Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C. 
Michael Ball, D.D.S., P.L.L.C.

Diplomate of American Board of Pediatric Dentistry
Fellow of American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101
Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087

Ofc: 817-441-2425
Fax: 817-441-2491

www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com

Full Lawn MaintenanceFull Lawn Maintenance
Install Mulch And GravelInstall Mulch And Gravel

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES
rubenpcasas@gmail.comrubenpcasas@gmail.com

682.240.7853682.240.7853

TCN

VOLLEYBALL

Ladycat netters drop season opener at Keller
On the road at Katy 
tourney this weekend
By Ryan Wade
The Community News

For the second season in a row, 
Aledo’s Ladycat volleyball squad 
started the year off with a strong 
performance on the road in Keller 
before ultimately ending up with 
a loss. 

The Ladycats (0-1) were swept 
by the defending District 4-6A 
champions on Monday, Aug. 7, in 
three highly competitive games by 
scores of 25-19, 25-21 and 25-19.

With every new season comes 
new faces earning the oppor-
tunity to step up into more 
significant roles. As key figures 
of Aledo Volleyball like Alyssa 
Gonzales, Maddie Frank, and Mia 
Little all graduated following the 
2022 season, opportunities for 
young players like junior middle 
blocker Haley Lowe, junior defen-
sive specialist Logyn Denbrow, 
sophomore outside hitter Alyssa 
Todd, and junior defensive special-
ist Morgan Estavez open up.

Lowe, Denbrow, Todd, and 
Estavez ran with the opportunity in 
their first varsity match of the 2023 
campaign. Todd led the Ladycats in 
kills with nine while also keeping 
the floor clean with 10 digs on the 
night. Estavez led the Ladycats in 
aces against the Lady Indians with 
three to her credit. Meanwhile, 
Denbrow served up a pair of aces 
of her own on the night.

Lowe had a solid outing at the 
net, as the 5-foot-10 middle-block-
er scored three kills offensively and 
a pair of blocks to round out her 
defensive performance.

Then there are the returning 
varsity players tasked with setting 
the example for the younger play-
ers. Kinley Elms, who had a solid 
sophomore season last year, came 
out firing on all cylinders at the net 
for the Ladycats. Elms tallied eight 

kills in the season opener while 
also picking up a pair of blocks. 
Vivian Parker had a well-rounded 
performance, as well. The 6-foot-
1, senior collected three 
kills, a block, and 10 digs 
across three sets.

Junior defensive 
specialist Kenrie Pruitt 
led Aledo in digs as she 
amassed 20 in her first 
match of the year. Junior 

setter Ava Reding rounded out the 
stat leaders for the Ladycats with 
18 assists on the night.

From here the Ladycats 
will head south – way down 
south. They travel to Katy for 
a three-day tournament this 
weekend just in time to wave 
goodbye to summer break 
before the first day of school 
on Wednesday, Aug. 16.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Kinley Elms blocks a Weatherford kill attempt and Ella Isbell plays aggressive defense at the net in a scrimmage 
against Weatherford on Aug. 5.

Read this 
story online

SWIMMING

Wild competes 
at TAAF State
Brumfield wins lone 
gold medal
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

The Weatherford Wild had 11 
swimmers compete at the Texas 
Amateur Athletic Federation State 
Games of Texas in Brownsville July 
27-30.

The contingent was led by Chloe 
Brumfield. Competing in the Girls 
8-Under division, she won the 
team’s lone gold medal by taking 
first place in the 25-yard backstroke 
with a time of 22.46 seconds.

Five boys posted top-10 finishes, 
including two each individually by 
Maxwell Gentry and Corbin Lane 
in the 11-12 division. They also 
each swam a leg of the 200 medley 
relay, as did Jaxon Edwards and Eli 
Vanzant.

Matthew Williams competed in 
the Men’s 35-39 division in the 100 
individual medley, but did not com-
pete in the finals.

Weatherford Wild results
TAAF Games of Texas July 
27-30 at Brownsville
(Distances in yards)

Girls individuals
8-Under
Chloe Brumfield: First in 25 back, 

22.46; 11th in 50 free, 44.12; 
11th in 25 free, 19.89.
11-12

Turn to SWIM, page A9

http://www.ftwccu.org
https://www.community-news.com/stories/ladycat-netters-drop-season-opener-at-keller,44532
https://www.community-news.com/stories/wild-competes-at-taaf-state,44533
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Classifieds

Business Cards

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
SERVICE AND REPAIR • LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

817-441-8633
• • NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS • •

817-443-9733
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR
LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

• COMPOSITION SHINGLES
• WOOD SHINGLES
• NEW ROOFS • REROOFS
• REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 • mobile (817) 996-2726

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

Insurance Claims Handled

Free 

Estim
ates

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor 

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100  
Aledo, TX 76008  
Bus. 817-441-4108 • Fax 800-656-0301 
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com 
www.edwardjones.com

Thousands of Lifelong Customers.

With the same name and number since 1973, Billy Harris Roofing is here before, during and after the Texas 
storms. Billy Harris Roofing has had the same crews since 1992 which has paved the way to 10 consecutive 

Angie’s List Super Service Awards since 2006. Billy Harris Roofing prides itself on quality... not quantity! 
Give the experts a call today and find out for yourself why thousands of life-long customers 

have put their trust in Billy Harris Roofing • 817-249-3338 • www.billyharris-roofi ng.com

817-249-3338 Same Crews Since 1992

Same Name & Number Since 1973
Previous Awards 
from 2006 to 2015

Vanity Tops                                           Tubs 
Whirlpool Tubs                         Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE
2927 Greenlee Park Trail

Weatherford, Texas 76088

  817-341-8970
Natural Granite  •  Solid Surface  •  Silestone

5 & 6 Inch Seamless Gutters • Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial • New & Repair

ROSS GUTTERS
In Business Since 1995

Office: 817-565-4658
Talk and text 817-771-9661

FREE SPLASH BLOCKS FOR A LIMITED TIME

Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

(817) 249-2028

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t

Ken Hartman, Proprietor

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry 
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

Hearing
Care Center
4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702
Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre
Phone: 817.263.1971

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
CHAPPELL

Operated by a subsidary  
of NRT, LLC

KIMBERLY MEYER, 
ABR, CRS, GRI

REALTOR®

Cell (817) 929-0347
kimberly.meyer@cbdfw.com

5924 Convair Drive #420  
Fort Worth, TX 76109

www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer

Global Luxury Specialist

1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 817-504-7662817-504-7662
Call for availability · Boat & RV parking - $50Call for availability · Boat & RV parking - $50

10x10 $65 • 10x20 $95 • 10x30 $14010x10 $65 • 10x20 $95 • 10x30 $140

We have lots of room  
for your stuff!

1187 MINI STORAGE1187 MINI STORAGE

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

JOB LISTINGS
WAREHOUSE WORKER/
DELIVERY
Must be able to drive a 
front loader; Organizational 
skills, Scheduling Deliveries, 
Receiving, Maintaining 
warehouse, counting inven-
tory, basic janitorial duties, 
Handyman skills a plus, Basic 
hand tool and power tool use, 
Basic problem solving skills, 
Basic math skills, $16.00 
an hour - Monday - Friday 
7:30-4:30. Email: cody@tex-
as-lighting.com or catherine@
thegalleryoflights.com
 
SALES REPRESENTATIVE
2 years in B2B sales and or 
Retail Sales; Must be able to 
read a tape measure; Basic 
Math Skills; Able to read blue-
prints (will train); Excellent 
Customer Service Skill; 
Organizational Skills a must; 
Eye for design; Lighting experi-
ence a plus( but not necessary 
will train for the right candi-
date; Knowledge in the build-
ing industry a plus( but will 
train for the right candidate; 
Hourly rate of $16.00 hr plus 

commissions; Email: dana@
texas-lighting.com or cather-
ine@thegalleryoflights.com

SERVICES
PAINTING: Let my 50 years 
experience work for you. We 
do interior and exterior res-
idential and custom home 
painting. Bobby McWilliams 
817-821-6377

BALLOON DECORATIONS 
for any Event: Weddings, 
Corporate, Baby Showers, 
Grand Openings, Birthdays, 
Anniversaries, Quinceaneras. 
CALL Sally 817-484-8353

REQUEST FOR BID 
Aledo ISD

Aledo ISD, a Pre-K through 12th grade Texas school district, is solic-
iting requests for competitive sealed proposals for E-Rate Category 
One Internet Access Services.

E-Rate 2024 Category 1 Internet Access 470# 240000073

Questions and Bid Submission Site: https://kelloggllc.bonfirehub.
com/portal

FCC Forms 470 are available online: https://data.usac.org/publicre-
ports/Forms/Form470Rfp/Index

Questions must be submitted online to the Questions and Bid submis-
sion site on or before Friday, August 18, 2023, by 2:00 PM CST.

Submit bids online to the Questions and Bid submission site prior to 
the deadline. 

Deadline for submission of proposals online is 2:00 PM  CST, 
Tuesday, September 12, 2023, no later than 2:00 PM CST.

It is the responsibility of the submitting entity to ensure that the pro-
posal is received in a timely manner.  Proposals received after the 
deadline will not be considered for award, regardless of whether the 
delay was outside the control of the submitting firm.

The Aledo Independent School District reserves the right to reject any and/
or all proposals and to make awards as they may appear to be advanta-
geous to the District and to waive all formalities with respect thereto.

LEGAL NOTICE

Application has been made 
with the Texas Alcoholic 
Beverage Commission for a 
Mixed Beverage Permit by 
FAR OUT HOSPITALITY dba 
PRESS CAFÉ, to be located 
at 109 S FRONT ST, ALEDO, 
PARKER COUNTY, Texas. 
Owner of said corporation is 
FELIPE ARMENTA.

ALEDO INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP) FOR

CONSTRUCTION MANAGER AT-RISK (CMAR) SERVICES 
Aledo High School Additions and Renovations

RFP 2308-01

The Aledo Independent School District (the District) is requesting 
proposals for Construction Manager At-Risk (CMAR) Services for the 
Aledo High School Additions and Renovations Project (“Project”), as 
part of the 2023 Bond Program. The District shall receive, publicly 
open, and read aloud at the specified date and time listed below the 
name of the proposers and prices if any in a conference room at Aledo 
ISD Administration Building, 1008 Bailey Ranch Road, Aledo, TX, 
76008. Proposal documents can be viewed and downloaded on Aledo 
ISD’s Business Office website located at through the Aledo ISD eBid 
System located at: https://www.aledoisd.org/Page/4288. Proposals 
will be received until 2:00 PM (CST), Tuesday, September 12, 2023.  
The District reserves the right to reject any and/or all proposals, to 
accept the proposal(s) that provide(s) the best value to the District, 
and to waive all formalities with respect thereto.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED 2023-2024 
FISCAL YEAR BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF WILLOW PARK

The City of Willow Park City Council will hold a public hearing on 
the proposed 2023-2024 fiscal year budget at a City Council meet-
ing at 6:00 p.m. on August 22, 2023, in the Willow Park City Hall, 
Council Chambers, 120 El Chico Trl., Suite A, Willow Park, Texas.

This budget will raise more total property taxes than last year’s 
budget by $167,369 or 11.08% and of that amount $167,369 is tax 
revenue from new property added to the tax roll this year. The public 
is encouraged to review the City’s proposed budget on the City of 
Willow Park website at www.willowpark.org or view a paper copy of 
the budget in the City Secretary’s office.

The public may comment by providing written comments either 
through the mail at the following address: 120 El Chico Trl., Suite A, 
Willow Park, Texas 76087, or by email at cdozier@willowpark.org. 
Any written comments received by the City on or prior to 6:00 p.m. 
on the day of the public hearing will be included with information 
provided to the City Council for their consideration.

Members of the public are encouraged to provide input through any 
means available and/or to participate in the public hearing in person.

Crystal Dozier

City Secretary
City of Willow Park

www.metalmar ts.com

817-599-4186 • Fax: 817-599-3326
2100 Burton Street • Weatherford, Texas 76087

GOING GREEN with COOL ROOFING

�
�

ENERGY EFFICIENT 
& LOOKS GREAT!

WIND & FIRE RESISTANT

STEEL BUILDINGS
AVAILABLE IN

MULTIPLE SIZES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 25 years!

MMMetal Mart
THE TRUSTED SOURCE FOR ALL YOUR

METAL BUILDING COMPONENT NEEDS!
� RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL STEEL ROOFING
� CUSTOM TRIM AND FLASHING � PURLIN & TUBING
� EASY BOLT PRE-FABRICATED STEEL BUILDINGS
� MINI STORAGE SYSTEMS � POWER TOOLS
� VENTS & SKYLIGHTS � HARDWARE & ACCESSORIES
� SYNTHETIC UNDERLAYMENT � INSULATION
� SEALANTS & CLOSURES � CARPORT PACKAGES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 28 years!

5.45+/- Ac w/I-10 Frontage

TX WILLIAMS & WILLIAMS WORLDWIDE REAL ESTATE, LLC; DAVID MONTALVO, LIC. NO. 595597.; 
KEITH W. BABB - TX - AUCTIONEER 6701. 5% BUYER’S PREMIUM.

800.801.8003 • williamsauction.com/TX

COLUMBUS, TX • I-10 And Alleyton Road
5.45+/-ac of commercial land located just off I-10. The parcel is highly 
visible off of I-10 with approx. 50,000 cars passing each day. Located 
just an hour from Houston. Well and septic onsite. 

real estateauction

Bid Online Only Sept 18 - 20 at auctionnetwork.com TCN

http://www.edwardjones.com
http://www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
http://www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer


THE COMMUNITY NEWS  August 11, 2023    A9

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

MyserOrtho.com  •  817-441-8700  •  Aledo & Willow Park

Life insurance 
can be life-
changing

Life won’t always go as 
planned. That’s why there’s 
life insurance. It can help you 
protect your family’s future, 
no matter what happens.  
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed 
in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company 
(Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL

2001574

Bobby J J Rigues, Agent
411 FM 1187 N
Aledo, TX  76008
Bus: 817-441-9966
www.bobbyrigues.com

103 W. Church • 817-596-8758 • 817-594-2612

Propane Sales 
and Service

On the Square  
in Weatherford 

YEARSYEARS
OF PROPANE

1958-20195189 E. I-20 Service Rd N 
Suite 106
Willow Park, TX 76087 

Office:  817.441.2255
Cell:  817.538.6846

Jim@MartinLandSales.com

RailheadRealty.com
TX BROKER®

Jim Martin - REALTOR® Are you turning 65?  
You have important decisions to make about 
your healthcare  

We can help!
Call

682-382-1260

Need additional storage space?

• Household goods
• Boats / RVs
• Security camera 24/7
• Personalized access

www.storageweatherford.com

Call Storage of Weatherford today! 682-327-0080
913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747

Our newest additional location
Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

James R. Plowman - jamesplowman@gpfcnet.com

Misty Engel – mistyengel@gpfcnet.com

Norma Plowman – normaplowman@gpfcnet.com

913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747

Our newest additional location
Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

James R. Plowman - jamesplowman@gpfcnet.com

Misty Engel – mistyengel@gpfcnet.com

Norma Plowman – normaplowman@gpfcnet.com

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747

Our newest additional location
Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

James R. Plowman - jamesplowman@gpfcnet.com

Misty Engel – mistyengel@gpfcnet.com

Norma Plowman – normaplowman@gpfcnet.com

Our newest additional location  
Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

www.galbreaithpickard.com

Ginger Adams

Transworld Business  
Advisors of Weatherford

T 682-888-0503
C 682-255-0157

gadams@tworld.com
www.tworld.com/weatherford

Blair Mezger: 17th in 50 breast, 
44.37; 21st in 50 back, 
41.23; 25th in 50 fly, 46.49.

Boys individuals
9-10
Harrison Gentry: 17th in 25 fly, 

21.53.
11-12
Maxwell Gentry: Sixth in 100 

IM, 1:23.71; ninth in 50 
back, 37.51; 11th in 50 fly, 
38.22. 

Corbin Lane: Sixth in 50 back, 
36.86; seventh in 100 IM, 
1:24.92; 13th in 100 free, 
1:11.00.

13-14
Rafe Haugen: 16th in 200 free, 

2:47.70; 20th in 50 back, 
39.14.

Blake Mezger: 14th in 50 
breast, 37.44; 22nd in 100 
IM, 1:22.68; 23rd in 50 free, 
30.03.

Eli Vanzant: 14th in 50 free, 
26.83; 17th in 100 IM, 
1:17.94; 23rd in 100 free, 
1:01.76.

15-17
Zach Edwards: 28th in 50 

breast, 38.05; 21st in 200 
free, 2:23.54.

35-39

Boys relays
13-14
200 medley: Seventh, Haugen, 

Mezger, Jaxon Edwards, 
Vanzant, 2:24.54.

200 free: 
12th, 
Vanzant, 
Edwards, 
Mezger, 
Haugen, 
2:06.92.

SWIM
from page seven

Read this 
story online

TRACK AND FIELD

Fink wins national championship
Aledo youth  
takes gold  
at AAU nationals
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

Once again Mach I Track Club 
has a national champion as Josh 
Fink of Aledo won the 3000-meter 
race walk in the Boys 13-14 divi-
sion at the Amateur Athletic Union 
Junior Olympics in Des Moines last 
week.

Fink clocked a personal-record 
time of 15 minutes, 31.19 seconds. 
He was almost 13 seconds ahead 
of his nearest competitor, another 
Texan, Ruel Newberry of Denton.

“I knew I had lapped third place 
and second place was on my tail 
until the last 300 meters or so, 
and he just fell back,” Fink said. “I 
looked at the Jumbotron and didn’t 
see him and I felt really good at that 
point.”

Fink explained the difference 
between running and racewalking. 
He also ran in a couple other events, 
posting personal-records in those as 
well, finishing 20th in the 3000 run 
in 10:32.21 and 46th in the 1500 in 
5:06.59.

“When you land your foot your 
knee has to be straight, and you 
always have to have a foot on the 
ground,” he said. “Once you get the 
hang of it you just go. I’ve been 
doing both for about four years 
(since he was 9) and I’m very com-
fortable with both.

“With racewalking I like that 
you have to have a certain form. It 
makes it more tricky, but also fun.”

Fink added that having his older 
brother Josh, who runs for Aledo 
High School, along with his younger 
sister Jenna also competing during 

the week made it even more excit-
ing. He said they visited the state 
capital and the city’s famous Grays 
Lake, which has about two miles of 
lake shore.

“It was a great running spot,” he 
said.

In summing up the week, Fink 
said, “A national championship, 
three PRs, pretty good.”

Jack Fink also garnered All-
American status with a fourth-place 
finish in the Boys 17-18 division of 
the 3000 with a personal-best time 
of 9:00.18. He also placed 20th in 
the 1500 with a clocking of 4:13.49.

Jenna had a pair of PRs in taking 
14th among 8-Under Girls in the 
1500 at 6:27.18 and 45th in the 800 
in 3:19.27.

Josh Fink’s accomplishment 
came a year after his teammate, 
Gannon Dolan, won a national 
championship in the 3000-meter 
run in the same division 
with a national-record time 
of 8:59. Dolan moved up to 
the 15-16 division this year 
and finished second in that 
event in the USA Track 
and Field Junior Olympics 
in Eugene, Oregon a few 

days earlier with a personal-best 
time of 8:49.76.

Dolan also placed sixth in the 
1500, posting a time of 4:09.26 
in the finals. In the preliminaries 
he set a Mach I club record with a 
4:07.91.

The other Mach I runners who 
placed in the top 10 in Eugene are 
Ty Williams among Boys 13-14 and 
Layton Ybarra in the Boys 17-18 
category. 

Williams’s personal-record time 
of 2:03.96 placed him eighth in 
the 800 and bested his previous 
personal best set in the prelims of 
2:05.45. Healso competed in the 
1500, finishing 16th in the pre-
lims with a personal-best time of 
4:24.51.

Ybarra was eighth in the 300, 
recording a PR of 8:54.20. He 
was 13th in the 1500 prelims with 
another PR of 4:07.86.

Gannon’s younger brother, 
Malachi Dolan, had a PR of 5:57.52 
to take 22nd in the Boys 8-Under 
1500. He was 36th in the 800 pre-
lims, clocking a 3:05.14.

Sisters Hadleigh and McKinley 
Walton both competed in the Girls 
13-14 division 3000 and both had 
personal records. Hadleigh was 
52nd in 11:56.88 and McKinley was 
57th in 12:16.47.

Also competing in Des Moines, 
Emmy Strathmeyer competed in 

the Girls 15-16 division and 
placed 20th in the 3000 in 
11:54.65, 49th in the 1500 in 
5:33.16 and 64th in the 800 
in 2:44.69. Nico Walden was 
30th in the 1500 with a time 
of 4:26.53 (PR) and 38th in 
the 3000 in 10:09.09.

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Josh Fink shows off his medal from the Amateur Athletic Union Junior 
Olympics, which were held July 29-Aug. 5 in Des Moines, Iowa.

Read this 
story online

http://myserortho.com
http://www.texasbutane.com
http://www.storageweatherford.com
http://www.galbreaithpickard.com
http://www.tworld.com/weatherford
https://www.community-news.com/stories/fink-wins-national-championship,44534
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Office:  817-443-9747

Fax:  817-887-2271

Mobile:  254-592-8739

107 Larson Lane, Suite 300-C
Aledo, TX 76008

ChristiJamesInsurance.com
Serving all your home, auto, business and life insurance needs.

CHRISTI  JAMES
BRANCH OWNER/AGENT

cjames@twfg.com

Independent agency serving all your home,  
auto, business and life insurance needs

NO MATTER YOUR NEED, 
WE HAVE YOU COVERED
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
A FREE QUOTE!

Office:  817-443-9747
Mobile: 254-592-8739
Email: cjames@twfg.com

107 Larson Lane, Suite 300-C
Aledo, TX 76008 BRANCH OWNER

Office:  817-443-9747

Fax:  817-887-2271

Mobile:  254-592-8739

107 Larson Lane, Suite 300-C
Aledo, TX 76008

ChristiJamesInsurance.com
Serving all your home, auto, business and life insurance needs.

CHRISTI  JAMES
BRANCH OWNER/AGENT

cjames@twfg.com

I-20 ANIMAL HOSPITAL
817-341-3331817-341-3331

3713 Fort Worth Hwy  Between Exits 415 and 414 
Hudson Oaks, TX  76087

www.I-20animalhospital.com

OPEN 24 HOURSOPEN 24 HOURS
DAILYDAILY

GENERAL PET WELLNESS 
HEALTH CARE
• INTERNAL MEDICINE
• SURGERY 

General and Advanced
• RADIOLOGY 

Digital including dental
• LASER THERAPY
• Computed Tomography 
              (CT scan)-NEW!                         

• EMERGENCY & CRITICAL 
CARE

• COMPLETE IN-HOUSE 
LABORATORY

• DENTAL CARE 
General and Advanced

• ULTRASONOGRAPHY
• ONCOLOGY
• ENDOSCOPY 

Advertise Local 
Advertise BIG!

PRINT • ONLINE 
E-VERSION • EMAIL NEWSLETTER

The CommuniTy news

817-441-7661 
1015 Champions Drive • Aledo

www.community-news.com

TENNIS

Aledo off to 3-0 start
Defeating opponents 
and heat
By Cathy Mason
Special to The Community News

The Aledo varsity tennis team 
began their season with a 13-6 win 
against Peaster at home on Aug. 
2. They followed that with a dou-
bleheader victory two days later, 
defeating Saginaw Chisholm Trail 
14-5 in the morning and Boswell 
11-8 in the afternoon, both on the 
road.

With the return of seven boys 
and eight girls from last season, 
optimism is once again high for 
success.

Aledo took an early lead in dou-
bles play against Peaster. Boys Line 
1 Scott Mason and Craig Mason won 
8-6 and boys line 3 Will Beyer and 
Francois Britz won 8-4. Girls line 
1 Elli Kate Bussmeir and Bryanna 
Orr won 8-3; girls line 2 Kenley 
Germany and Lila Satterfield won 
8-2 and girls line 3 Natalie Nawrocki 
and Gracie Heydman won 9-7.  

Mixed doubles Patrice Loftin 
and Brennan Holbrook won 8-5.

Winning singles on the girls 
side were line 2 Germany, 8-1; 
line 3 Bussmeir, 8-0; and line 4 
Satterfield, 8-1. Winning singles on 
the boys side were line 1 C. Mason, 
8-5; line 2 S. Mason, 8-2; line 4 
Beyer, 8-2; and line 5 Heckathorn, 
8-6.

On Friday, Aug. 4, the Raquetcats 
beat the 104-degree weath-
er to claim doubleheader 
victories over Chisholm 
Trail in the morning (14-5) 
and Boswell in the after-
noon (11-8).

Against Chisholm Trail, boys line 
2 Heckathorn and Britz won 8-1. 
All of the girls doubles pairs won 
(line 1 Bussmeir/Orr at 8-0, line 2 
Nawrocki/Loftin at 8-2 and line 3 
Heydman and Eleanor Jack at 8-3).  

In boys singles, line 1 C. Mason 
won 8-4, line 3 Ben Farmer won 
8-1, line 4 Beyer won 8-1 and line 6 
Tom Ruminsky won 8-3. 

The girls were victorious in all 
of their singles matches (line 1 Orr, 
8-0; line 2 Bussmeir, 8-0; line 3 
Satterfield, 8-0; line 4 Heydman, 

8-3; line 5 Sydney Byrd, 8-2 
and line 6 Loftin, 8-0).

After a lunch break in 
the air conditioning, the 
team was out again to take 
on Boswell High.

Winning in the doubles round 
were boys line 2 Heckathorn/Britz 
8-5; girls line 1 Orr/Bussmeir 8-3 
and mixed Farmer/Satterfield 8-5.

Winning in the singles round 
for the boys were line 3 Farmer 8-3; 
line 4 Beyer 8-5; line 5 Heckathorn 
8-3 and line 6 Britz 8-1. Winning 
for the girls were line 1 Orr, 8-5; line 
3 Satterfield, 8-6; line 5 Byrd, 8-3 
and line 6 Nawrocki, 8-2.

With 15 returning team mem-
bers and six talented incoming 
freshman, the team is poised to once 
again be very competitive in dis-
trict play. The team will play seven 
additional pre-district matches in 
preparation for district competition 
starting on Aug. 22 at Granbury.

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Aledo tennis team members pictured are (front row, from left) Paxton 
Psencik,  Tom Ruminsky, Ben Kurth, Casen Freeland, and Brennan 
Holbrook; (second row) Kenley Germany, Elli Kate Bussmeir, Eleanor 
Jack, Bryanna Orr, Sydney Byrd, Lila Satterfield, Gracie Heydman, Natalie 
Nawrocki, and Patrice Loftin; and (back row) Nate Ashabraner, Will Beyer, 
Scott Mason, Jacob Heckathorn, Craig Mason, Francois Britz, Benjamin 
Farmer, and Ibrahim Choudhry.

Summer Camps

RYAN WADE/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

A young catcher readies himself to receive the pitch during a bullpen 
session at the Bearcat Baseball Camp.

RYAN WADE/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

During fielding drills at the Ladycat Softball Camp on Thursday, June 15, 
a camper rushes in from centerfield to make a terrific catch.

Moritz Chevrolet · Chrysler · Jeep 
Loop 820 & Hwy 580 (Camp Bowie West) · 817-696-2000

Moritz Kia · 8501 I-30 · 817-560-6000

Congratulations!Congratulations!

Josh FinkJosh Fink
First place 3000-meter race walk at the 

AAU Junior Olympics in Des Moines

http://www.i-20animalhospital.com
https://www.community-news.com/stories/aledo-off-to-3-0-start,44535

