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ALEDO

City to 
absorb 
EPC 
Library
By Ryan Wade
The Community News

During the July 27 Aledo City 
Council meeting, updated render-
ings for the new city hall featured 
a new home for the East Parker 
County Library just inside the main 
entrance across the hall from the 
council chambers. The City of Aledo 
has already begun talks of acquiring 
the EPC Library in preparation for 
that transition. 

“The library’s been struggling 
for several years now,” Mayor Nick 
Stanley said. “They have looked to 
the City of Aledo for assistance, 
and we’ve been contributing finan-
cially to the library for many years. 
The discussion happened as we’re 
building a new city hall, trying to 
activate that space and empower 
the library to have more oppor-
tunities for kids, families, and 
adults in this community to come 
to an amazing space that’s been 
refreshed and revitalized and can 
serve the community well.”

Transitioning the library from 
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit entity to the 
Aledo Public Library will provide 
the library with long-term finan-
cial viability, while also creating 
the runway for the institution to 
enhance programming offered to 
the community. 

The transition is far from com-
plete. According to Stanley, no firm 
timetable has been set. The earliest 
expected dates for the transition to 
begin are during the latter part of 
the city’s fiscal year in April or May 
of 2024. 

Once the transition is complete, 
the city hopes to retain the current 
library staff as they become city 
employees.

Citizens speak  
on zoning change

The meeting was abnormally 
busy. Residents of Aledo filled the 
usually empty seats ready to make 
their voices heard regarding a pro-
posed zoning change.

The property in question, locat-
ed at 819 Old Annetta Rd., currently 
exists as a single-family residential 
property. The proposed change to 
zoning would allow 2.66 acres of 
the unplatted property to become 
a planned development area with a 
commercial base. 

Several residents took to the 
podium to address the council 
during the public hearing portion of 
the meeting. Conversation became 
heated as the public hearing ran to 
its conclusion. 

Turn to COUNCIL, page 3

Plenty to Do

Scott Jones  
explains the role  
of Constable
By Ashlyn Poole
The Community News

Constable Scott Jones has 
a tagline, and it can be seen in 
proud silver letters on the back 
of two of his three constable 
vehicles for Precinct 4. 

“Proudly Serving Our Courts 
and Community.” 

He says that’s what a consta-
ble does, in a nutshell. But not 
everyone knows that. Among 
the earliest recorded police 
officers in the world and the 
first law enforcement officers in 
Texas, constables still struggle 
to be differentiated from the 
like. 

“When I first got the job, 
there were many times when 
people would ask, ‘Well, what 

does a constable do?’” Jones 
said. “‘Can y’all arrest people? 
Can you write people tickets for 
speeding?’” 

Yes, they can. The primary 
job of the constable is to serve 
the justice of the peace, both by 
serving civil process papers and 
acting as bailiffs for the court. 
However, they also have the 
same law enforcement authority 
as any other police officer. 

“We’re not being dispatched 
to calls unless somebody needs 
assistance of some type, so we 
have a lot of flexibility when it 
comes to serving our civil pro-
cess papers,” Jones said. “About 
the only thing where we don’t 
have a lot of flexibility is the 
court. When court’s in session, 
me or one of my two deputies 
have got to be in the courtroom.” 

Jones took office in January 
of 2013 after retiring from his 
position of more than 22 years 

as a Texas Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission agent. Before that, 
he worked as a deputy sheriff for 
Bexar County in San Antonio 
for more than four years. 

“I think the constable’s office 
is an extremely good fit for my 
background and I do like the 
uniqueness of the non-tradi-
tional law enforcement role,” 
Jones said. “Having said that, 
I think it’s absolutely essen-
tial before pursuing a role like 
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission or the constable’s 
office to have a good, solid foun-
dation in law enforcement.” 

Jones’ staff meets his criteria. 
He has two full-time deputies 
who work in the office as well as 
three reserve deputies who volun-
teer when needed. All six of them 
hold the highest credentials they 
can have in the profession. 

WEATHERFORD ISD

Board 
closes in 
on budget
Legislative special 
session SB2  
adoption guides  
process
By Melissa Winn
The Community News

With the 2023-24 school year 
merely days away from starting, the 
Weatherford ISD Board of Trustees 
is now one step closer to finalizing 
and voting on the annual budget. 

After a budget workshop in 
June where Lori Boswell, Assistant 
Superintendent of Business and 
Operations, was only able to give 
hypothetical numbers due to the 
Texas Legislature still being in 
session debating property taxes, 
Monday’s regular board meeting 
(Aug. 1) provided a clearer picture. 

Though not finalized, it’s likely 
the tax rate per $100,000 valua-
tion will decrease to $1.0365 from 
the 2022 rate of $1.2219. The 
Maintenance & Operation (M&O) 
side yields the lower rate of .7575 
cents (down from .8538 in 2022) 
and the Interest and Sinking (I&S) 
remains the same at .2790 cents.  

The M&O tax rate provides 
funds strictly for the maintenance 
and operations of the district while 
the I&S tax rate provides funds for 
payment on any debt that finances 
a district’s facilities and can only be 
used for those expenditures.

Boswell told trustees that once 
the property tax question was set-
tled and SB2 was adopted, the 
district received certified values 
from the Parker County Appraisal 
District and revenue projections 
could then be formulated. 

“When we met in June, I had a 
lot of ‘might be’ and ‘could be’ sce-
narios,” she said. “Tonight, I have a 
better idea.”

SB2 limits the capability of a local 
government entity to generate reve-
nue and provide services by lowering 
the tax a county can adopt without a 
rollback election. The bill also makes 
changes to the process on how a 
county chooses to adopt a tax rate, the 
way a county calculates that rate, and 
the overall appraisal process. 

The Homestead Exemption was 
also increased to $100,000. 

Conservatively, at the June 
meeting, Boswell had estimated 
a 25-percent increase in certified 
values but those numbers came 
in closer to 30 percent, allowing 
the district to project an 18-cent 
decrease in the tax rate. 

Even with the lower rate, if 
approved in late August by trust-
ees, WISD’s overall revenue will 
increase to an approximate $94.7 
million from the previous conserva-
tive estimate of $92.9 million. 

Despite that, WISD will likely 
still need to dip into its $40.5 mil-
lion fund balance as expenditures 
are estimated at $99.6 million for 
the year.

ASHLYN POOLE/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Pct. 4 Constable Scott Jones is shown on patrol.

Turn to JONES, page 3

Turn to WISD, page 3

PARKER COUNTY

Clear the Shelters

COURTESY OF WEATHER ANIMAL SHELTER

The Annual Clear the Shelter event is this Saturday, August 5, at Weatherford Parker County Animal 
Shelter. Turn to page 3 for more information.  
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http://www.community-news.com/stories/board-closes-in-on-budget,43495
http://www.community-news.com/stories/clear-the-shelters,43497
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What Texans who 
rely on groundwater 
need to know now
By Susan Himes
Texas A&M Agricultural Service

The heat wave that has swept 
across the state has taken a toll on 
many water wells in Texas, which 
were already affected by extended 
drought conditions.

With a lack of moisture and 
record-setting temperatures, people 
who rely on well water need to be 
aware of the signs that their well 
may run out and take steps to pre-
vent that from happening.

Joel Pigg, Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service specialist and 
coordinator for the Texas Well 
Owner Network, or TWON, Bryan-
College Station, doesn’t want Texans 
in rural areas to be left high and dry. 
He shares some useful tips for any-
one who depends on groundwater 
for their everyday needs.

How to identify a  
problem

If your well starts to sputter, 
loses pressure, or if your water looks 
anything less than clear, it’s a prob-
lem. If your pump is rapidly cycling 
on and off, turn it off, Pigg said. If 
your pump sounds like it is sucking 
air, let it rest.

Low or slow-recovering water 
levels will make your pump cycle 
rapidly and can burn out 
the motor, he said. Low 
water levels also can cause 
submersible pumps to 
overheat and damage PVC 
pipes. If the water level 
doesn’t rise, you may need 
to reduce your pumping 
rate or lower the pump. If 
the water level drops below the point 
of your pump intake, the pump could 
burn up.

There are warnings for well 
owners that their water level is 
dropping and may go dry. The well 
may begin to produce sand and 
air bubbles. Watch for sand in the 

toilet tank and cloudy-looking tap 
water that clears up after a while.

Understand where your 
water comes from

Most people take for granted 
that if they turn on a faucet in their 
home, water comes out, Pigg said. 
But people may not always think 
beyond that until that tap dries up 
or water starts coming out with a 
funny taste, smell, or cloudiness.

People, especially new home or 
landowners, need to make sure 
they know if they have a water 
well, a city water supply, or are on 

a water system.
“A lot of people who are 

buying properties in more 
rural areas don’t know that and 
don’t think to ask that ques-
tion,” Pigg said. “Folks with 
a piece of property that they 
may not have owned for very 
long, or if it is their secondary 

vacation property, may not consider 
what being on well water entails and 
requires.”

During droughts, people rely 
more heavily on groundwater, 
which is the water held under-
ground in aquifers. When more 
water is pumped out of the aquifer 

than is replenished by rain or other 
water sources, it becomes depleted.

Be conscious of your 
usage and conserve

Low pressure from a well may 
leave you needing to space out things 
that require water, such as shower-
ing or washing dishes or clothes.

“Essentially that aquifer needs 
time to fill back up,” Pigg said. “You 
do not want to run it down so low 
that you are sucking air or sedi-
ments into your pump.”

A pump without water can burn 
up and lead to costly repairs, he said. 
You may also want to consult with 
your neighbors on a schedule to 
distribute heavy water use over the 
week to help individual wells recover 
and to maintain the water supply for 
everyone in your area.

During drought, it is also import-
ant to prioritize what you’ll use water 
for and when. You may also want to 
add a pumped-water storage tank. 
This type of tank can help meet peak 
demand when you need more water 
than your pump can produce.

To continue reading please visit 
http://www.community-news.com/
stories/water-well-owners-dont-
get-left-high-and-dry-during-
drought,43498
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Obituaries
Robert Wilson 
Probes

Robert Wilson 
Probes, 78, passed away 
on Sunday, July 23, 2023.

Robert was born in 
Weatherford on February 
22, 1945, to Morris and 
Helen Probes. He mar-
ried the Love of his Life, 
Vicki Saylor Probes, on 
December 4, 1999.

Robert’s heritage in 
Parker County runs deep; his fam-
ily settled in this area in 1890. 
The Probes are a true Fort Worth 
and Benbrook Family. Robert is 
the fourth generation who has 
been serving the Fort Worth area 
since 1927 in the Excavating and 
Concrete Business. He was the 
proud owner of Robert W. Probes 
Concrete, Inc. for 53 years.

Robert was a member of Fort 
Worth Stock Show & Rodeo 
Committee, proudly serving for 39 
years. He served in the Armed 
Forces of the United States Army 
National Guard from 1965-1971.

Robert was a very caring and 
generous man who touched many 
lives with his big smile, booming 
voice, and loving heart. He never 
met a stranger and his intro line 
was always the same “Where you 
from and what do you do”?  

Robert loved his family dearly 
and was very proud of 
them, showing their pic-
tures to everyone, even 
strangers. His favorite 
thing was spending time 
with his family, cooking, 
and sharing food with 
family and friends. When 
he shopped for food, he 
would buy special items 
that each person in the 
family liked, and he 

loved to eat as well. He loved tak-
ing his grand-children and great 
grand-children fishing and hunt-
ing.  Other than family, his hobbies 
included fishing, hunting and golf.

He was preceded in death by 
his parents; brother, Bill Probes; 
sister, Marie Lopez; and son, 
Aaron Probes.

Robert is survived by his wife 
of 34 years, Vicki Probes; children, 
Tobie Probes Barrett and spouse, 
Donny, Mitzi Freeman and spouse, 
Rob; three grandchildren, Breelan, 
Garrett, and Kara; three great-grand-
children, Mia, Shorty, and Jaxon; 
sister, Sammie Vance; and numerous 
extended family and friends.

The Funeral Service was held 
at Parker County Cowboy Church 
on Friday, July 28. Interment was 
at Aledo Brown Cemetery.

The Community News 
August 4, 2023

Robert Probes

Roy Earl Ray
Roy Earl Ray, 

81, passed away on 
Wednesday, July 26, 
2023. 

Roy was born March 
22, 1942, in Aledo, to 
Hubert Ray and Elva 
(Mitchell) Ray. Among 
his many accomplish-
ments, Roy graduated 
with a Bachelor’s degree 
from TCU, proudly served 
his country in the United 
States Army in the 82nd Airborne, 
and owned Roy E. Ray Insurance 
Agency. In addition to his profes-
sional achievements, Roy was a 
member of Parker County Cowboy 
Church, a cattleman, and a sports 
enthusiast, specifically enjoy-
ing golf and football. He was a 
loving husband and father and 

will be deeply missed by his fam-
ily, friends, and local 
community.

Roy is survived by 
his beloved wife, Carol 
Ray of Aledo, Texas; 
children, Desiree Taylor 
(Dennis), Kathy Bone 
(Lewis), Hubert M. 
Ray, and Michelle Ray; 
grandchildren, Jacob 
Taylor, Brittany Taylor, 
Benjamin Taylor, Julius 
Bone, and Lou Bone; 

great-grandson, Sonny Malicki; 
and sister, Mona Fields.

A funeral ceremony was held 
on Tuesday, August 1, at the Parker 
County Cowboy Church.

In lieu of flowers, memorial 
contributions may be made to the 
Parker County Cowboy Church.

The Community News 
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Roy Ray

WEATHER

Water well owners: Don’t get left high and 
dry during drought

TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE PHOTO BY SAM CRAFT

Many Texas water well owners have been impacted by drought and the 
ongoing heatwave.

Read this 
story online
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Life insurance 
can be life-
changing

Life won’t always go as 
planned. That’s why there’s 
life insurance. It can help you 
protect your family’s future, 
no matter what happens.  
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed 
in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company 
(Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL

2001574

Bobby J J Rigues, Agent
411 FM 1187 N
Aledo, TX  76008
Bus: 817-441-9966
www.bobbyrigues.com

Need additional storage space?

• Household goods
• Boats / RVs
• Security camera 24/7
• Personalized access

www.storageweatherford.com

Call Storage of Weatherford today! 682-327-0080

Ginger Adams

Transworld Business  
Advisors of Weatherford

T 682-888-0503
C 682-255-0157

gadams@tworld.com
www.tworld.com/weatherford

Moments later during the 
council discussion of the matter, a 
resident attempted to address the 
council from the podium out-of-
turn, resulting in a stern exchange 
between the individual 
and Stanley about the 
rules for the meeting. 

Ultimately, the 
disgruntled resident 
returned to her seat, 
allowing the meeting 
to move forward.

Rowls elected  
mayor pro tem

Another significant order of 
business during the meeting was in 
regard to electing a mayor pro tem 
to act as mayor in the event the 
sitting mayor should be absent for 
a period of time. Within moments 

after the discussion began, 
Place 4 Councilman Nelson 
Rowls was nominated for the 
position. 

The motion was quickly 
seconded to bring the council 
to vote on the measure. With 
a unanimous vote, the ayes 

carried, making Rowls the new 
mayor pro tem.

Meetings to be  
twice monthly

After deliberating on the 
matter during the June session, 
the council voted to move to a 
twice-a-month schedule starting 
in August. Going forward, meet-
ings will be the first and fourth 
Thursday of each month. The first 
August meeting was being held 
at press time on Aug. 3 and the 
second will be on Aug 24 at 6 p.m.

COUNCIL
from page one

Read this 
story online

“There’s a lot of talent in the office, 
it’s something I’m extremely proud 
of,” Jones said. “I regularly remind 
myself of a quote from the late pres-
ident Ronald Reagan, ‘Surround 
yourself with great people; delegate 
authority; get out of the way.’” 

Experience matters
In Texas, there are four lev-

els to a peace officer’s license 
through Texas Commission on Law 
Enforcement, or TCOLE: basic, 
intermediate, advanced, and mas-
ter. Jones and all five of his deputies 
hold the master level.  

“It’s essential for the constable 
and deputies to be long tenured, 
well experienced, with a proven 
track record and at a minimum, 
an intermediate level license from 
the TCOLE before considering 
such a position,” Jones said. “The 
constable’s office, whether it be the 
constable’s position or that of the 
deputy constable, is not a position 
for the inexperienced.” 

The constable’s office moved from 
Willow Park to the new sub-court-
house on Old Weatherford 
Road in mid-February of 
this year when it opened. 
The office works closely 
with Justice of the Peace 
Timothy Mendolia, who 
took the bench in January. 

“The constables are 
there for the protection 
of the court and myself, 
so they provide their bailiff in that 
regard, meaning they’re always in 
the courtroom when I have proceed-
ings going on,” Mendolia said. “And 
then they also serve papers for me. 
So, any papers that get filed in my 
court, they are responsible for serv-
ing those papers.” 

Both Mendolia and Jones have 
theories as to why the public has 
such little knowledge of their pro-
fessions. Mendolia feels presence in 
the courthouse is vital to communi-
ty understanding. 

“If you don’t get a traffic ticket 
and have to come to court, then you 
really don’t know what goes on,” 
Mendolia said. “And you can do a lot 
of that stuff through telephone calls 
and take care of it, so a lot of times 
people don’t come to our court-
house to see what actually goes on.” 

Jones looks at it from a different 
perspective. He believes it has to do 
with constables losing their jobs in 
the north. 

“In Texas, we still have our con-
stables, and most of the other states 
do, but some don’t have the constable 
anymore,” Jones said. “So people from 
the north move down into the area, it’s 

something they’re not famil-
iar with and I think that’s why 
you get the question regularly 
about, ‘What does a consta-
ble do?’ and ‘What kind of 
authority do they have?’” 

However, they hope it 
won’t always be this way. In 
fact, the sub-courthouse will 

have its first jury trial in a few weeks, 
according to Mendolia. This way, 
people can see what goes on inside 
the courthouse. 

“I encourage anyone to come 
by and talk to myself or Constable 
Jones about what we do here and 
we’re always open to talking to peo-
ple,” Mendolia said. “They don’t have 
to be forced to come here because of 
a traffic ticket or otherwise. We’re 
always here to talk to people and 
let them know what we do and help 
them out in any way we can.” 

Board member Jeff Ford asked 
if there was any leeway for the 
board to be able to move the tax 
rate and minimize using the fund 
balance. Boswell cited that now 
that SB2 has been adopted, passage 
of a tax ratification election would 
allow the rate to be increased. 

Board president Mike Guest 
said the district has made some 
savvy fiscal moves over the past 
few years and praised the efforts of 
staff and trustees.

“We are very blessed in this 
community,” he said. “We’ve done a 
lot of work on our own to have less 
bond debt and one of the lowest – 
if not the lowest – tax rates in the 
state.”

Boswell cautioned that what 
was presented relies on the fact 
that the Legislature will keep the 
current school financing structure 
in place.

There will be another budget 
work session in mid-August before 
the budget is adopted on Aug. 28. 

Also at the meeting:
•  Trustees heard about changes 

to the 2023-24 student hand-
book, the main being changing 

personnel names to reflect cur-
rent roles and a requirement 
that Narcan be on-hand if need-
ed. Narcan is used in suspected 
or known opioid overdoses in an 
emergency.

•  The 2023-24 Code of Conduct 
changes were highlighted for 
the board that included the 
passage of HB114, which man-
dates that any student caught 
with an e-cigarette is required 
to go to the Bridge Academy, 
unless it is full. HB1427 was 
expanded to cover disposable 
phones in cases of harassment 
and SB37 provided options on 
better reporting of hazing.

MULTIMEDIA
See Ashlyn’s multimedia pre-
sentation at community-news.
com/stories/constable,43370

WISD
from page one

JONES
from page one

COURTESY OF SCOTT JONES

Jones is shown during his service in 
the military.

Read this 
story online

The Weatherford Parker 
County Animal Shelter will offer 
free adoptions at the annual Clear 
the Shelter event from 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m. this Saturday (Aug. 5).

In addition to adoptions, 
there will be raffle prizes, food 
trucks, and a vendor fair (includ-
ing a face painter and a Doggy 
Kissing Booth). 

Even if you don’t adopt, the 
event promises a fun family 

activity, and the opportunity to 
support the shelter and interact 
with local businesses.

 If you do plan to adopt, you 
are welcome to line up early at 
the gate to make sure you get the 
dog or cat you’ve had your eye 
on, as adoptions are first come 
first serve. 

The animal shelter is locat-
ed at 403 Hickory Lane in 
Weatherford. 

Obituaries
Rebecca Michelle Mason

Rebecca Michelle Mason, 32, 
beloved daughter 
of John and Jana 
Mason, passed 
away on Sunday, 
July 30, 2023.

She is pre-
ceded in death 
by her grandpar-
ents, John and 
Helen Johnson, 
long term mem-
bers of Aledo 
United Methodist Church, and Jack 
Mason, member of First United 
Methodist Church of Richardson.

She is survived by her parents and 
triplet sisters, Nicole and Rachel Mason. 

She will be forever missed by her 
family and friends.

Her celebration of life will be 
held at 2 p.m. Saturday, August 5, 
at Richland Hills Baptist Church. 
Visitation will be at 1 p.m.

The Community News 
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Rebecca Mason
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We welcome letters, articles and guest opin-
ions from our readers. Opinions expressed in 
this newspaper will be labeled as opinions, 
editorials or letters, and do not reflect the 
opinions of the ownership. Letters should 
be signed, and limited to approximately 
300 words. All submissions to the news-
paper should include a telephone number 
in case we have questions. Letters are due 
by Monday at noon for that week’s paper. 
Community announcements, achievements 
and obituaries are due by noon Friday for 
the following week’s paper.

Photos submitted should include names of 
the people in the photograph.

The Community News does not charge for time-
ly wedding, engagement and birth announce-
ments provided they are of reasonable length. 
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to a reasonable length or, at the discretion of 
the person submitting the announcement, be 
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The risk for wildfires across 
the state has risen along with the 
hot and dry conditions, according 
to the Texas A&M Forest Service.

“With the recent uptick in 
wildfire activity, Texas A&M 
Forest Service has mobilized 
additional personnel and equip-
ment to assist with response,” 
said Wes Moorehead, Texas A&M 
Forest Service fire chief. “State 
and local firefighters are pre-
pared to respond quickly but we 
need Texans to be careful and 
prevent wildfire ignitions while 
conditions remain hot and dry.”

Nine out of 10 wildfires cross 
the state are both human-caused 
and preventable. The most com-
mon causes of wildfires during 
summer are debris burning and 
equipment use. That includes 
parking in dry grass and dragging 
trailer chains.

The forest service reported 
seven active wildfires as of Friday, 
most of which were 90% con-
tained. However, the Blum Fire 
covering an estimated 300 acres 
was only 40% contained, while 
the Classic Canyon Fire in Coryell 
County, covering 150 acres, was 
20% contained.

There are 150 counties in 
Texas with burn bans.

Abbott signs tax relief 
bill; now goes to voters

With Gov. Gregg Abbott’s 
signature on an $18 billion prop-
erty tax relief package, now it’s 
up to the voters in November to 
approve a proposed constitution-
al amendment that would put it 
into effect.

The Austin American-
Statesman reported that, if 
passed in November, home-
owners would be eligible for a 
$100,000 homestead exemp-
tion, with those 65 and older 
getting an additional $40,000 

exemption. The omnibus mea-
sure also exempts many smaller 
businesses from paying franchise 
taxes and implements a pilot pro-
gram to limit annual property tax 
appraisal value increases.

Voters also will decide the 
fate of 13 other proposed con-
stitutional amendments on 
the November ballot. Besides 
the property tax measure, the 
propositions include creating a 
broadband infrastructure fund; 
creation of a Texas energy fund 
to build new electric generating 
plants; and creation of a water 
fund to finance water projects 
in Texas.

Bookstores sue over 
law rating books in 
schools

Texas bookstores have joined 
with national organizations to sue 
in federal court over a new Texas 
law that requires a rating system 
for books in schools and seeks to 
ban sexually explicit books from 
public school libraries.

The American Booksellers 
Association and other national 
groups were joined by BookPeople 
in Austin, Blue Willow Bookshop 
in Houston and others in filing 
the suit, saying the law, due to 
take effect on Sept. 1, “is unre-
alistic, limits students’ reading 
options and narrows libraries’ 
book selections,” according to the 
Statesman.

Named as defendants in the 
suit are several state agencies, 
including the Texas Education 
Agency, the Texas State Library 
and Archives Commission and 
the State Board of 
Education, all of which 
will be responsible for 
implementing the law.

“This law is bad for 
small businesses, like 
independent book-
stores,” Charley Rejsek, 
CEO of BookPeople, 
said. “The workload, and the 
monetary aspect that goes along 
with the workload, is just impos-
sible to meet.”

In a tweet responding to the 
lawsuit, Rep. Jared Patterson, 
R-Frisco, who authored HB 900, 
said “bring it.”

One in five Texans live 
in flood plain

About 20% of the state’s pop-
ulation — nearly 6 million Texans 
— live in an area susceptible to 
flooding, according to new data 
gathered by the Texas Water 
Development Board and report-
ed by the Texas Tribune.

The analysis by TWDB is 
part of its first statewide flood 
plan, required by a law passed in 
2019 in response to Hurricane 
Harvey. Flood risks in Texas are 
increasing as the result of heavi-
er precipitation due to climate 
change, stronger hurricanes and 
a rise in sea levels — even as the 
state’s population continues to 
increase.

In a presentation in mid-Ju-
ly, TWDB staff said one-fifth of 
the state’s land — about 56,000 
square miles — falls within an 

area classified as being in 
a 100-year floodplain.

The state is likely to 
spend tens of billions 
of dollars in flood pro-
tection. One of the first 
projects is the “Ike Dike,” 
a massive gate system 
planned for the mouth 

of Galveston Bay, the Tribune 
reported.

“Getting this program up 
and running is a really big deal,” 
TWDB Chair Brooke Paup said 
before the board approved the 
15 regional plans, a major step in 
creating the statewide flood plan. 

Each region is built around one of 
the state’s major watersheds.

“I know it’ll truly go so far to 
save lives and people’s homes,” 
Paup said.

Border concertina razor 
wire made by inmates

The miles of concertina razor 
wire strewn along the banks of 
the Rio Grande by Texas author-
ities — and the subject of a suit 
by the Department of Justice — 
is manufactured by inmates in 
an East Texas minimum-security 
prison unit, the Corpus Christi 
Caller Times reported.

The Texas Department of 
Criminal Justice was authorized 
to purchase nearly $1.1 million 
worth of equipment to make the 
wire, according to the Legislative 
Budget Board’s contract data-
base, the Caller Times reported. 
While the prison system has 
been making such wire for the 
state’s 100-plus prison units for 
some time, the new machines are 
allowing expanded production 
for use on the Texas border.

The new unit was shipped to 
the Powledge Unit near Palestine 
in East Texas. That prison also 
has a metal manufacturing unit.
Gary Borders is a veteran 
award-winning Texas journalist. 
He published a number of com-
munity newspapers in Texas 
during a 30-year span, includ-
ing in Longview, Fort Stockton, 
Nacogdoches and Cedar Park. 
Email: gborders@texaspress.com.
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Aerial picture of a grass fire in Texas with heavy smoke
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The first Monday in August 
is known as August Monday 
in Road Town, Tortola, British 
Virgin Islands. It is also know 
as Emancipation Monday, mark-
ing the day the British Empire 
freed all of its slaves. I learned an 
important life lesson there sever-
al years ago. It is an experience I 
have never forgotten.

Our family arrived on the 
Sunday before August Monday. 
We had rented a 44-foot sailboat. 
We were “bare boaters,” meaning 
we rented the bare boat, sailing it 
ourselves around the islands. We 
had developed sailing skills on 
area lakes and were competent 
sailors.

We had never heard of August 
Monday. But we were about to 
learn.

We had a plan to sail to anoth-
er location that Sunday and spend 
our first night. We had a planned 
agenda sailing to Virgin Gorda, 

Jost van Dyke, and Cane Garden 
Bay among our destinations. 

We were fully provisioned and 
we sailed out of Road Town head-
ing to our first night’s anchor. 

As we cleared the harbor, we 
attempted to raise the main sail 
and, trying as hard as we could, 
it would go up only half way. We 
radioed the harbor that we were 
motoring back. Then on the way 
back the engine sputtered and 
died. We could not start it. We 
again radioed the harbor and we 
sensed their skepticism of week-
end sailors. “How could both 
the sail and the engine break 
down a mile from the harbor 
after all? Amateurs,” I am sure 
they were thinking. 

We managed to limp back 
with the main sail half hoist-
ed. Upon inspection, the charter 
company agreed that the sail was 
jammed and could not be fixed 
and needed repair. They looked 
at the engine and discovered a 
major crack in the block with a 
major oil leak. It would require 
pulling the engine and a major 
repair. To make matters worse, 
these problems had been report-
ed by the previous sailors who 
chartered the boat and the boat 
had not been repaired or inspect-
ed before renting it to us.

Then they said there would 
not be a substitute boat until the 

next day but, they explained that 
there was this big parade and 
festival on the next day known 
as August Monday. They were 
mortified themselves and very 
apologetic. This is a well-known 
large charter boat company with 
a stellar reputation.

You can imagine 
my American fury and 
anger at them. It was 
righteous indignation 
on steroids. I was fum-
ing because of all the 
things that they failed 
to do. The hotels were 
full for the festival and we had 
to spend the night on the boat in 
the harbor, hot and humid with 
no breeze.

The next morning, I asked 
where and when the parade 
started. They said 10 a.m. and 
ran along the main road. We 
walked a couple of miles to the 
parade start, which was a sim-
ple spot on the road. It was 
just outside a bar where many 
natives and ex-pats were enjoy-
ing themselves. It was well past 
10 so I asked what’s going on? 
They laughed and said the 10 
o’clock parade has never started 
before 12 and usually more like 
1:30-2:00. They had a lottery 
where people bought chances as 
to when the parade would actu-
ally start. 

We saw people gathering with 
ornate floats and colorful cos-
tumes and Moko Jumbies, who 
are people in costumes using 
extremely high stilts. It was all a 
sight to see. 

At around 1:45, a 
man on a donkey wear-
ing a nifty coat and top 
hat carrying an umbrella 
arrived and the parade 
began. 

There were many loud 
drums and dancers and 
huge mountains of speak-
ers for bands mounted on 

trailers. When the bands began 
playing, I felt a throbbing inside 
my rib cage from the vibrations.

We couldn’t help but start 
dancing. One minute we were 
watching the parade, the next 
minute we were part of the 
parade. All thoughts of anger 
and frustration melted away. I 
couldn’t believe we almost missed 
this. The music and the beat were 
carrying us away.

Suddenly, the parade stopped. 
I looked ahead and one float had 
lost its speakers, scattered on the 
pavement. There was no thought 
of just going around them. We 
waited for them to reload and go 
again. Floats ahead had stopped 
and waited for them. The parade 

Thistles&Roses

Bringing August Monday back home

Richard Henderson
richard@rahenderson.com
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finally ended on the beach where 
we plunged in to cool off. Local 
foods were being sold from 
many concessions stands. It was 
delicious.The locals greeted us 
and treated us like family.

Our spirits were lifted and 
I thought, I really need to slow 
down, be patient, and relax, 
remember the important things 
of life. What was I thinking ? 

We eventually sailed away 
and had a great vacation in a 
different boat.

Now, every August Monday, I 
drink a little rum punch, sit back 
in a tropical shirt and shorts, 
and remember that day.

I usually put on my favorite 
Bob Marley song and sing along: 

“Don’t Worry About a Thing
Cause Every Little Thing’s 

Gonna be All Right!”
Richard Henderson is a local res-
ident who practices law and helps 
rescue unwanted animals.

MONDAY
from page 4

CORRECTION
In the July 27 Slings 
& Arrows commen-
tary, I stated that the 
“Concerned Parents of 
Aledo” political action 
committee that opposed 
the recent bond election 
had not posted its contrib-
utor report with the Texas 
Ethics Commission. The 
report was due in April.
Perhaps the reason no 
report was filed in April 
is that, up to that point, 
there were no contributors 
to the committee.
The “Concerned Parents 
of Aledo” filed its July 15 
report on July 12, show-
ing a sole contributor, 
Jonathan Stickland, who 
donated $3,000 in the 
interim. 
I regret the error in last 
week’s column.
 - Randy Keck

TRAVEL

Bahamas is a hot (and humid) spot  
worth every drop of sweat

Country celebrating 
50 years of  
independence
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

If you think going to the 
Bahamas is going to be a break 
from the Texas heat, well, sorry. The 
temperature while the lovely Mrs. 
Junell and I were there only hit the 
low 90s, but the humidity made it 
feel every bit of 103 to 105.

So, before going any further with 
this story, let me advise you take 
plenty of shirts. Pack all you can 
in your suitcase, then squeeze in a 
few more. And while there, what-
ever other souvenirs you get, add in 
another couple of shirts — there’s a 
good chance they’ll be worn before 
you get back to the states.

And don’t even think about 
wearing anything but shorts as far 
as your bottom clothing goes. 

In other words, you will perspire a 
lot. But it is worth every bit of sweat.

We were fortunate enough to 
spend five days in a resort, the 
Viva Wyndham Fortuna Beach in 
Freeport on the island of Grand 
Bahama. We spent one day going 
there and one day coming back to 

West Palm Beach, Florida on the 
cruise ship Margaritaville at Sea, 
and being a Jimmy Buffet fan — or 
Parrothead — that itself was enough 
to make a fantastic vacation for me.

Oh, and did I mention the whole 
purpose of the trip was to celebrate 
Junell’s birthday? Nope, not going 
to trick me into saying how many 
years. Remember, a lady never 
reveals her age — and her husband 
dang sure doesn’t.

Going over
After a flight journey that took 

us from Love Field in Dallas to 
Pittsburgh to Baltimore, we eventual-
ly made our way to West Palm Beach. 

Can someone please explain to me 
why it is cheaper to fly all over Hell’s 
half acre (where did that phrase come 
from, by the way?) to get somewhere 
than to take a direct flight? After all, 
isn’t the plane using less fuel and 
we’re taking up less of their time if we 
just hop on here and hop off there?

Anyway, after going to Canada 
by way of Costa Rica, we found our-
selves on the part of the U.S. that I 
always thought looks like it’s flick-
ing a booger on Cuba. We were only 
one night away from the Bahamas 
and the humid paradise awaiting.

Before getting there, however, 
the ship had karaoke night. It was 
one of two times I brought tears to 
the eyes of the lovely Mrs. Junell as 
I sang Jim Croce’s “Time a Bottle.” 
She also shed a tear when I sang 
Elton John’s “Your Song” during 
karaoke at the resort.

Come to think of it, she might 
have cried three times. I’m not 
sure if it was to hide tears or sim-
ply to hide when she covered her 
face during my rendition of Chuck 
Berry’s “My Ding-a-Ling.”

Glass bottom boat  
and a storm

Few things can match the quiet 
thrill of being next to the ocean. 
Having lived next to one on the Texas 
Gulf Coast for several years in the late 
1980s and early 1990s, I can attest 
first-hand that walking with your feet 
in the sand and ocean is as relaxing as 
any massage — with all due respect to 
masseuses, who don’t usually require 
traveling a long distance.

Our first real adventure of the 
week involved more than just our 
feet getting wet, however. 

I like to say I prefer being on the 
water, not in the water. Well, on our 
first excursion we got both, sort of.

Since we are neither of us swim-
mers, what better way to take in the 
beauty of the clear Bahamian waters 
than on a glass bottom boat? So, we 
sat out on our journey, doing the afore-
mentioned feet in the ocean thing 
as we walked down the beach to our 
destination on a beautiful sunny day.

For the moment.
Twenty minutes on the boat and 

a little ways out on the ocean — 
I don’t know nautical distance, I 
barely know mileage on land, I’m 
that guy who tells you when you 
reach that broken mailbox you need 
to double back — the skies began 
to darken. Then, as if we had awak-
ened Neptune from a nap, the skies 
opened up like the checkbook of a 
pro sports team owner.

Were we scared? Heck no! It was 
perhaps the highlight of our trip. 
Anyone can go out on a boat when 
the sun is shining — which we did 
— but it takes a special (interpret 
as you wish) type of person to stay 
on one when it seems more rain is 
getting on you than in the ocean.

Turn to TRAVEL, page 9

RICK MAUCH

A storm hits during an excursion on a glass bottom boat. Not enough to be 
dangerous, but enough to be wet and fun.

RICK MAUCH

Junell at the ocean's shore.

http://www.thecentertx.com
http://www.community-news.com/stories/bahamas-is-a-hot-and-humid-spot-worth-every-drop-of-sweat,43504
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Offer your lemonade in cups made out of 
oranges. To make one, cut the top off of 
an orange and scoop out the insides with 

a spoon. Pour in the lemonade and 
serve with a straw. Give your 
lemonade-in-an-orange  a snazzy 
name, like CITRUS TREAT, 

and charge more!

Remember! Add the cost of an orange and a 
straw to your expenses to determine the price of 
your “Citrus Treat.”

Standards Link: Math/Number Sense: Students 
understand the relationship between numbers up 
to 1,000.

Look through the newspaper for:
a number divisible by 3
a price greater than $100
a number between 200 and 500

•
•
•

You will need to invest a little cash to get started. 
Visit or call a local store to find out what the 
things you need cost. Add up your costs to 
determine your price and profit. Here is what the 
math looks like:

An old-fashioned lemonade stand makes cents in busy, modern times! Few people take the time to 
squeeze fresh lemonade. Follow our “recipe” for success and start a lemonade stand of your own!

Standards Link: Math/Number Sense: Students solve problems by 
adding, subtracting and multiplying amounts of money.

Here is a recipe for making 20 
cups of fresh lemonade.

1 3/4 cups white sugar
I N G R E D I E N T S :

D I R E C T I O N S :
In a small saucepan, combine 
sugar and 1 cup water. Bring 
to boil and stir to dissolve 
sugar. Allow to cool to room 
temperature, then cover and 
refrigerate until chilled.

Remove seeds from lemon 
juice, but leave pulp. In 
pitcher, stir together chilled 
syrup, lemon juice and 
remaining 7 cups of water.

8 cups water
1 1/2 cups fresh-squeezed 
lemon juice

1.

2.

ADULT SUPERVISION 
REQUIRED!

E X P E N S E S :

I N C O M E :

12 lemons cost ...............................
1 3/4 cups of sugar cost ..................
20 paper cups cost ..........................

$1.20
.20
.60

Total cost for 20 cups of lemonade:     $2.00

20 cups of lemonade at 50¢ each ....
P R O F I T :
(The money you make after 
covering your expenses) .................  $8.00

 $10.00

On a hot day, in the right spot, you might sell 100 
cups of lemonade! How much money would you 
earn?

Make a big, bold sign to attract people to your 
stand. If it is OK with your neighbors, put up 
several colorful signs to direct people to 
your stand.

There are six lemons 
in this bag. Can you 
figure out how to give 
one lemon to six 
different kids and 
leave one in the bag?

Answer: Take �ve lemons out of 
the bag and give one each to �ve 
of the children. Give the sixth child 
the bag with the lemon in it.

How many lemon slices 
can you �nd on this page 

in one minute?

Kevin and Melanie have everything they need for their 
lemonade stand—except customers. Draw some customers 

purchasing lemonade to complete this picture.

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: 
Follow multiple-step written directions.

© 2023 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Je� Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 39, No. 35

How I Earn 
Money

Help other kids by sharing 
what you do to earn money. 

Your ideas may inspire others!

Profit is the amount of 
money made by a business 

that is more than the 
amount put in at the start.

PROFIT

Use the word profit in a 
sentence today when 

talking with your friends, 
parents or teachers.

Because my lemonade stand 
made a profit, I was able to 
add to my savings account.

This week’s word:

In order to attract customers, a business needs 
to advertise. Look through the newspaper at 
ads that you like. Then create an ad for a 
business you would like to own.

Good Cents Advertising

Standards Link: Writing Applications: Write brief expository 
descriptions.

ANSWER: Big hands!

Standards Link: Math/Data Analysis: Identify and extend simple patterns.

They’re fun to make and to eat! Thread some of your favorite 
treats onto a string of licorice. Hint: Use a toothpick to make a 
hole if necessary.

Lifesavers
Cereal
Mini marshmallows
Raisins
Fruit snacks
Gum drops
Jelly beans

Jenny is making an edible 
necklace with a pattern. Can 
you finish her necklace?

Jewels to string:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.
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LEMONADE
SAUCEPAN
CITRUS
SPOON
NECKLACE
COOKIES
RECIPE
SUGAR
CENTS
SCOOP
SYRUP
PUCKER
TREATS
CUPS
MATH

One glass of lemonade weighs 
the same as four big cookies. If 
three spoons weigh the same as 
a cookie and a half, how much 
will a glass of lemonade and a 
spoon weigh?

A “Weighty” Puzzle

Are you an eagle-eyed reader? 
Circle the nine errors in the article 
below. Then, rewrite it correctly.

This sumner, I bilt a lemonaid 
stand. My freind Ricky helped 
me. We had a lot of customers 
on a very hot day. That day we 
make over $7.00 in profitt!

We got the lemons from the 
lemun tree in my backyard. We 
made signs and the neighbors let 
us put them in there yard.

Even our mail carrier, Molly, 
stopped for a kool glass of our 
delicious lemonade!
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AUGUST 5

Bearcat Nation 101
You’re invited to Bearcat 
Nation 101! Connect with 
fellow Bearcats and learn 
more about AISD schools, 
programs and community 
resources!
This free annual event is a 
great way to meet admin-
istrators and employ-
ees from departments 
throughout the district as 
well as find ways to get 
plugged in to the commu-
nity no matter what your 
child is passionate about!
The event will be held in 
the Aledo High School 
Cafeteria, from 9 a.m. - 12 
p.m. on Saturday, August 5. 

Meet the Ladycats Night
The event for Aledo High 
School Volleyball will be 
held at 5 p.m. pm Saturday, 
August 5 at the Aledo 
Volleyball Club (AVC) locat-
ed at 425 FM 1187 across 
from Aledo Middle School. 
Come out to meet the 
2023-2024 Varsity 
Volleyball team as well 
as the JV and Freshman 
teams. 
All fans young and older, 
new and returning are 
Welcome to this FREE 
event!! 
There will be Varsity Team 
Introductions & Team 
Poster signings, an Alumni 
v Current Players game 
to watch, recognition of 

Sponsors and the conces-
sion stand will be open for 
purchase.

AUGUST 14

Aledo ISD Meet the 
Teacher
See your school’s website 
or Facebook page for more 
information. 

AUGUST 16

Aledo ISD First Day of 
School
School hours will remain 
the same for the 2023-
2024 school year:
Elementary/Early 
Childhood Academy (PK-5):
7:30 AM first bell
7:40 AM tardy bell
3:10 PM dismissal

Secondary (6-12):
8:30 AM first bell
8:40 AM tardy bell
4:10 PM dismissal
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DOWN

  1  riding ____back
      (without a saddle)
  5  TX Janis Joplin
      was a drug ____
  6  “Texas Central” is
      proposing a high-
      speed ____ line
  7  TXism: “not a lick”
  8  TXism: “I’m at the
      ___ of my rope”
  9  highly recommend-
      ed fi lm (2 wds.)
16  early band of
      TX Roy Orbison:
      “____ Kings”
18  Texans, because
      of their country
21  “_  _ Siecke State 
      Forest”
22  “____ Bell Cream-
      eries in Brenham
23  cowboy’s bolo
24  feudal serf
30  a horse with no
      one aboard
34  Gov. James “__”
      Ferguson
35  TX King Vidor
      directed 1937 fi lm:
      “______ Dallas”
36  retail blowout  
37  Houston Rockets
      had this Daniel for
      2021 season
39  TXism: “long as _
      _______  ____”
43  TXism: “I ___  __”
      (intend)
44  TXism:”he can’t
      carry a ____  __  _
      bucket” (bad singer)
45  19th governor:
      _  _ “Sul” Ross

  1  fi rst president of
      Republic of Texas;
      name of city/county
  2  TXism: “busy __  _
      ___-armed paper
      hanger”
  3  TX-born Autry sang
      “Rudolph, the Red-
      Nosed ________”
  4  honorary Texas
      Ranger:  ____
      Stanley Gardner
  9  wife of 34-across
10  rain protection
11  TXism: “she could
      ____ ice cubes to
      eskimos” 

46  blood vessel
47  it was needed in World
      War I (2 wds.)
49  honky tonk, e.g. (2 wds.)
52  a four-bagger as a stat
53  Marlin High class
54  seat of Rains County
55  before he was a Ranger,
      Jorge Cantu played for
      the Miami _______
58  TXism: “playing with _
      ____ deck” (unlucky)

59  TX Jim
      Reeves hit: 
      “__  _ Losing 
      You” (1957)
60  air mover
61  dir. to Clyde from
      Greenwood

12  accurate
13  TXism for “nap”
14  8th governor, Clark
      (init.)
15  “chow down”
17  TXism: “_____  __  _
      calf crying for mama”
19  TXism: “___  __  __
      the bud” (stop early)
20  TX Gene Tierney
      1951 fi lm: “The
      Mating ______”
24  TX Tobolowsky was
      in Texas-based 1989
      fi lm “Roe __ Wade”
25  TX Tanya sang “One
      Love __  _ Time”
26  Waco’s Branch
      Davidians, e.g.

27  swamp
28  dark moon: 
      _  _____ eclipse
29  bowling alleys
31  Buchanan ___, TX
32  UT grad, Wallach
33  37th governor,
      Allan
38  late country music
      TV host, Ralph

40  Daly of television 
      show “Wings” with
      TX Crystal Bernard  
41  single strand
      nucleic acid
42  speed trap town in
      Hall County on
      U.S. 287
48  Deer Park FM, or
      El Paso AM
50  in the middle of
51  ___ Ormy, Texas
56  TXism: “hot as _
      ____ griddle”
57  Ruth of 1950
      western, “Dallas,”
      with Gary Cooper
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EVENT SUBMISSIONS
Send event submissions to events@community-news.com. 

Please include time, date, and place of the event, a short description, and phone/email for obtaining 
further information, with photos, graphics, or flyers.

(817) 835-5000
www.ftwccu.org

Open to those who live, work, or 
attend school in Tarrant, Denton, 

Parker, and Johnson Counties.

Visit us today at
1911 S. Main St. 

Weatherford’s #1 Family Credit Union 

www.metalmar ts.com

817-599-4186 • Fax: 817-599-3326
2100 Burton Street • Weatherford, Texas 76087

GOING GREEN with COOL ROOFING

�
�

ENERGY EFFICIENT 
& LOOKS GREAT!

WIND & FIRE RESISTANT

STEEL BUILDINGS
AVAILABLE IN

MULTIPLE SIZES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 25 years!

MMMetal Mart
THE TRUSTED SOURCE FOR ALL YOUR

METAL BUILDING COMPONENT NEEDS!
� RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL STEEL ROOFING
� CUSTOM TRIM AND FLASHING � PURLIN & TUBING
� EASY BOLT PRE-FABRICATED STEEL BUILDINGS
� MINI STORAGE SYSTEMS � POWER TOOLS
� VENTS & SKYLIGHTS � HARDWARE & ACCESSORIES
� SYNTHETIC UNDERLAYMENT � INSULATION
� SEALANTS & CLOSURES � CARPORT PACKAGES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 28 years!

Get your copy of  

at any one of 
these locations:

community-news.com
1015 Champions Dr. 

 Aledo • 817-441-7661

The  
CommuniTy news

ALEDO
Bearcat Valero
421 N FM 1187

East Parker County Library
201 N FM ll87

CVS
150 Bailey Ranch Road

Shell - Aledo
401 S FM ll87

The  Community  News
1015 Champions Drive

WILLOW PARK
Brookshire’s

5118 E I-20 Service Road S

East Parker County  
Chamber of Commerce
100 Chuckwagon Trail

Exxon – Tiger Mart
102 E I-20

WEATHERFORD
Weatherford Chamber
401 Fort Worth Hwy.

Matt Morris
817-529-5325 

matt@gusbates.com

Proud to 
Support the Aledo 

Bearcats

Securities offered through Kestra Investment Services, LLC (Kestra IS), member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through Kestra 
Advisory Services, LLC (Kestra AS), an affi liate of Kestra IS. Kestra IS and Kestra AS are not affi liated with Gus Bates Insurance & Investments. 

817-732-4419
www.sarahmorrisdds.comEMPLOYEE BENEFITS, PROPERTY & CASUALTY, 

RETIREMENT PLAN SERVICES
FAMILY DENTISTRY WHERE HONESTY & INTEGRITY MATTER!

State of the Art Sterilization Room
Invisalign and Zoom! Whitening

Massage Chairs and HDTV
Water Purification System

2551 River Park Dr. Suite 201 · Fort Worth, TX 76116

Are you turning 65?  
You have important decisions to make about 
your healthcare  

We can help!
Call

682-382-1260

Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry
Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C. 
Michael Ball, D.D.S., P.L.L.C.

Diplomate of American Board of Pediatric Dentistry
Fellow of American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101
Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087

Ofc: 817-441-2425
Fax: 817-441-2491

www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com

913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747

Our newest additional location
Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

James R. Plowman - jamesplowman@gpfcnet.com

Misty Engel – mistyengel@gpfcnet.com

Norma Plowman – normaplowman@gpfcnet.com

913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747
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https://www.community-news.com/calendar/
http://www.ftwccu.org
http://www.metalmarts.com
http://www.galbreaithpickard.com
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Classifieds

Business Cards

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
SERVICE AND REPAIR • LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

817-441-8633
• • NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS • •

817-443-9733
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR
LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

• COMPOSITION SHINGLES
• WOOD SHINGLES
• NEW ROOFS • REROOFS
• REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 • mobile (817) 996-2726

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

Insurance Claims Handled

Free 

Estim
ates

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor 

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100  
Aledo, TX 76008  
Bus. 817-441-4108 • Fax 800-656-0301 
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com 
www.edwardjones.com

Thousands of Lifelong Customers.

With the same name and number since 1973, Billy Harris Roofing is here before, during and after the Texas 
storms. Billy Harris Roofing has had the same crews since 1992 which has paved the way to 10 consecutive 

Angie’s List Super Service Awards since 2006. Billy Harris Roofing prides itself on quality... not quantity! 
Give the experts a call today and find out for yourself why thousands of life-long customers 

have put their trust in Billy Harris Roofing • 817-249-3338 • www.billyharris-roofi ng.com

817-249-3338 Same Crews Since 1992

Same Name & Number Since 1973
Previous Awards 
from 2006 to 2015

Vanity Tops                                           Tubs 
Whirlpool Tubs                         Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE
2927 Greenlee Park Trail

Weatherford, Texas 76088

  817-341-8970
Natural Granite  •  Solid Surface  •  Silestone

5 & 6 Inch Seamless Gutters • Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial • New & Repair

ROSS GUTTERS
In Business Since 1995

Office: 817-565-4658
Talk and text 817-771-9661

FREE SPLASH BLOCKS FOR A LIMITED TIME

Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

(817) 249-2028

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t

Ken Hartman, Proprietor

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry 
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

Hearing
Care Center
4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702
Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre
Phone: 817.263.1971

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
CHAPPELL

Operated by a subsidary  
of NRT, LLC

KIMBERLY MEYER, 
ABR, CRS, GRI

REALTOR®

Cell (817) 929-0347
kimberly.meyer@cbdfw.com

5924 Convair Drive #420  
Fort Worth, TX 76109

www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer

Global Luxury Specialist

1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 817-504-7662817-504-7662
Call for availability · Boat & RV parking - $50Call for availability · Boat & RV parking - $50

10x10 $65 • 10x20 $95 • 10x30 $14010x10 $65 • 10x20 $95 • 10x30 $140

We have lots of room  
for your stuff!

1187 MINI STORAGE1187 MINI STORAGE

Last Puzzle
 Solution

S-1647
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SERVICES
PAINTING: Let my 50 
years experience work for 
you. We do interior and 
exterior residential and 
custom home painting. 
Bobby McWilliams 817-
821-6377

TexSCAN Week of 
Aug. 6-12, 2023

ACREAGE
LAND FOR SALE. Hunting, recreational, retire-
ment. Hill Country, Trans Pecos regions in South 
Texas. 30-year fixed rate, owner financing, 5% down. 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com. 800-876-9720.

AUCTION
Estate Sale – Lifetime Antique Collection, Aug.. 10-12, 
9 a.m.-3 p.m., 6170 CR 332, Jourdanton. Top Hat 
Emporium, 830-251-3288. Visit Top Hat on Facebook 
for photos! Market Day Aug. 19, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. DAY

EMPLOYMENT
PRESSMAN NEEDED – Day shift: M-T-W-F – 
GOSS COMMUNITY - COMPETITIVE SALARY. 
The Mexia News. Contact Richard Nelson, 
publisher@themexianews.com.

ENERGY
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE Quote. Call 
now before the next power outage: 1-855-704-8579.

OIL & GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing 
a Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our 
case managers simplify the process & work hard to 
help with your case.  Call 1-844-494-0689 FREE 
Consultation. Local Attorneys Nationwide Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL 
(TX/NM Bar.)

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

 WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

MEMBER 2023

TEXAS PRESS 
ASSOCIATION

540 10th (Hwy 181), Ste. 140, Floresville • 830-251-3288

Lifetime Antique Collection
AUGUST 10-12, 9am-3pm
6170 CR 332, Jourdanton

Visit Top Hat on Facebook for photos!ESTATE SALES

TOP  
HAT  

MARKET DAY
AUGUST 19
9am-6pm

ESTATE SALE

PRESSMAN NEEDED
Day shift: M-T-W-F

GOSS COMMUNITY - COMPETITIVE SALARY
The Mexia News

Contact Richard Nelson
publisher@themexianews.com

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

Leave  Leave  
your card!your card!

For info about advertising on the  
Business Card Page, call 817-441-7661.

www.community-news.com

P.O. Box 1031, Aledo, TX • 817-441-7661 

www.community-news.com

The 
CommuniTy news

REQUEST FOR BID 
Aledo ISD

Aledo ISD, a Pre-K through 12th grade Texas school district, is solic-
iting requests for competitive sealed proposals for E-Rate Category 
One Internet Access Services.

E-Rate 2024 Category 1 Internet Access 470# 240000073

Questions and Bid Submission Site: https://kelloggllc.bonfirehub.
com/portal

FCC Forms 470 are available online: https://data.usac.org/publicre-
ports/Forms/Form470Rfp/Index

Questions must be submitted online to the Questions and Bid submis-
sion site on or before Friday, August 18, 2023, by 2:00 PM CST.

Submit bids online to the Questions and Bid submission site prior to 
the deadline. 

Deadline for submission of proposals online is 2:00 PM  CST, 
Tuesday, September 12, 2023, no later than 2:00 PM CST.

It is the responsibility of the submitting entity to ensure that the pro-
posal is received in a timely manner.  Proposals received after the 
deadline will not be considered for award, regardless of whether the 
delay was outside the control of the submitting firm.

The Aledo Independent School District reserves the right to reject any and/
or all proposals and to make awards as they may appear to be advanta-
geous to the District and to waive all formalities with respect thereto.

JOB LISTINGS
Warehouse worker/Delivery
Must be able to drive a 
front loader; Organizational 
skills, Scheduling Deliveries, 
Receiving, Maintaining 
warehouse, counting inven-
tory, basic janitorial duties, 
Handyman skills a plus, Basic 
hand tool and power tool use, 
Basic problem solving skills, 
Basic math skills, $16.00 an 
hour - Monday - Friday 7:30-
4:30. Email: cody@texas-light-
ing.com or catherine@thegal-
leryoflights.com
 
Sales Representative
2 years in B2B sales and or 
Retail Sales; Must be able 
to read a tape measure; 
Basic Math Skills; Able to 
read blueprints (will train); 
Excellent Customer Service 
Skill; Organizational Skills a 
must; Eye for design; Lighting 
experience a plus( but not 
necessary will train for the 
right candidate; Knowledge in 
the building industry a plus( 
but will train for the right can-
didate; Hourly rate of $16.00 
hr plus commissions; Email: 
dana@texas-lighting.com or 
catherine@thegalleryoflights.
com

Advertise Local 
Advertise BIG!

PRINT • ONLINE 
E-VERSION  

EMAIL NEWSLETTER

817-441-7661 
1015 Champions Drive • Aledo

www.community-news.com

The CommuniTy news

http://www.edwardjones.com
http://www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
http://www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer
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Look me up on Facebook and 
you can find a video of myself, 
Junell, and our boat captain Larry 
doing our version of “Singing in the 
Rain.” You might say Larry should 
maybe have been steering the boat 
instead, but, hey, he got us home 
and even offered to take us out 
again if we wanted. However, there 
were no more storms in the fore-
cast, so we politely declined.

Heck, he even circled the boat 
around to get my hat after it blew off 
into the ocean. Now that’s service.

Garden of the Groves
Any visit to The Bahamas has 

to include a stop by Garden of the 
Groves, named after Wallace Groves, 
who built the city of Freeport in 
1955 on 50,000 acres of swamp 
land that was given to him by the 
Bahamian government. What else 
were they going to do with it?

Garden of the Groves in a beau-
tiful nature center that, surprisingly, 
survived well through Hurricane 
Dorian in 2019. At the Garden, 
you can explore winding trails 
through lush vegetation, cascading 
waterfalls and sparkling fountains. 
There’s also a picturesque chapel 
that is a local favorite spot for wed-
dings, prayer, and meditation, and 
given the amount of rum available 
on the island, my guess is it gets 
used plenty for all of these. 

And there’s even a Labyrinth. 
Unlike the one in Greek mythology, 
however, there is no Minotaur, so 
journey safely. Also, getting lost is an 
impossibility as there are no walls.

The Garden also features a large 
variety of indigenous and migratory 
birds, along with butterflies and 
other insects and plenty of luscious 
flowers and shrubs. 

Since the Garden was re-opened, 
it has been certified as a wildlife hab-
itat by the U.S. Wildlife Federation. 
One of creatures known to inhabit the 
Garden is an exotic lizard with a curly 
tail and a unique name given to it by 
the locals — the curly tailed lizard.

You’ll also see plenty of ducks, 
like the one we encountered who 

didn’t seem to mind us being there 
but also had a look on his face of “I’d 
really prefer it if you would hurry so 
I can continue my nap.”

Visitors can take a walk down 
into the cool fern grove and admire 
the imposing limestone boulders 
that tower over both sides of the 
trail, complete with relaxing water-
falls. It’s a perfect place to take a 
photo — and yes, we did.

We took the tour that included a 
guide, but you can also go through 
on your own. Trust me, though, 
you’ll want the knowledge of a local 
to make the experience all the more 
memorable.

Markets
Folks running the shops in the 

markets in Freeport love to haggle. 
But do bear in mind that they are still 
recovering from Hurricane Dorian, 
so don’t try to get them to go so low 
that they aren’t still making a profit.

These are some of the nicest 
people in the world — or at least 
as much of the world as I’ve seen. 
Please don’t take advantage of their 
kindness, but do expect a bargain 
— and considering most of the prod-
ucts are hand-made, that makes the 
purchase even more special.

By the way, when bringing home 
souvenirs, tuck a Bahamian dollar 

inside the gift. Some folks might 
even find that more neat than the 
actual gift itself. I’d be lying if I 
didn’t say that it makes the thought 
cross my mind, “Why didn’t I just 
make the dollar the souvenir?” But 
after all, a dollar is only a dol-
lar, and, well, despite what Junell 
thinks, even I’m not that much of a 
cheapskate.

As you stroll and browse among 
the 80 or so specialty stores, bou-
tiques, restaurants, outdoor and 
indoor bars and cafes, the choices 
are plenty from Bahama Mamas (a 
drink) to the island’s most noted 
beers, Sands (their answer to 
Corona) and the darker brew Kalik. 
Don’t imbibe too much, though, 
because even the kindest marketer 
will not say no to an offer of a couple 
hundred dollars for a T-shirt you 
“just have to have.”

Goombay
Each Thursday in July Goombay 

takes place. It is a celebration of The 
Bahamas, and this year they were 
celebrating the nation’s 50th year 
of independence from the United 
Kingdom.

It’s also where we discovered a 
tradition, the unofficial drink of The 
Bahamas called the Gully Wash. It 
consists of fresh coconut water from 

coconuts chopped up right in front 
of you, sweetened condensed milk 
and gin. Going to Goombay and not 
having one (or three) is like going 
to the ocean in a tuxedo, it’s a cool 
scene but you’ll be out of place.

Goombay features music of The 
Bahamas, booths where you can 
learn about the history, savor the food 
(more on that in a moment), and at 
each stop you make new friends. In 
fact, it’s that way everywhere on the 
island, say hello and you have a new 
friend. It’s that simple.

As for the food. It’s always excit-
ing to try new delicacies — and we 
did, certainly. I have to say, though, 
while the fried snapper was incred-
ible, I could have done without the 
eyes staring at me all through the 
meal. In fact, my son asked me if we 
ate the eyes as he noted that is some 
sort of tradition. Nope. Just no!

It was also at Goombay that we 
met Graham. He owns the Lucayan 
Distillery and gave us a bottle of 
Bahama Beach Vodka to bring back 
to America. 

Plus, he’s just a great guy — and 
not just because of the free vodka.

Rum and More Rum
Folks love their rum in The 

Bahamas, and with good reason. 
While I always equated it to pirates 
in the movies (and real life, I sup-
pose), it’s pretty dang good. Not 
being a rum drinker before, I don’t 
have much of a past to compare it 
to, but it’s hard to imagine it being 
better anywhere else.

We toured a rum factory to see 
how it’s made. Well, I say tour, it was 
actually in a single room - two, if 
you count the room where they were 
giving out samples and where, yes, I 
admit it, I spent the most time.

Besides, I really don’t care how 
it’s made. I’m only concerned with 
how I can get it.

Ironically, we came home with 
three free bottles. We were given 
two in a promotional presentation 
and Junell got another after win-
ning a game of blackout bingo.

Don’t tell me you can’t see the 
irony in that.

Coming Home
Another night on the cruise ship 

featured more Jimmy Buffet music, 
a cheesburger (not quite in paradise, 
the ship was nice, though) and a 
cool dueling pianos show in which 
one of the duelers pulled a no-show. 
Fortunately, the guy who did show up 
was funny and talented enough for 
the both of them — at least that’s my 
assumption as he kept us entertained.

Saturday, as we were waiting 
on our plane at the Palm Beach 
International Airport a storm hit and 
we got word of a hurricane watch. 
You know how you never listen to 
those announcements? It’s funny how 
a single word like “hurricane” will 
make you start asking questions like, 
“What did they just say?” Fortunately, 
the third person we asked was listen-
ing enough to fill us in.

So, a flight home that was only 
supposed to be about four and a 
half hours ended up being closer to 
eight. We were also delayed a couple 
hours in Atlanta.

But hey, when the airline allows 
you to take half your home with you 
and gives you free soft drinks and 
trail mix, can you really complain 
about an extra couple or dozen 
hours added to the trip?

In Summation
What an amazing way to cel-

ebrate the lovely Mrs. Junell’s 
birthday. I owed her big time after 
she took me to Willow Creek, 
California in 2018, the heart of 
Bigfoot country.

I’d like to think she had as much 
fun then as I did now, but I am the 
only Bigfoot nerd in the family. Either 
way, this trip was one for the memory 
books and one anyone who loves the 
beach and ocean should take.

And nope, still not telling you 
how many birthdays this makes. 
She’s happy with me right now and 
I want to keep it that way.

CLEAR FORK MATERIALS

800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD
ALEDO, TEXAS

HOURS: M-F 8-5 •SAT 8-2 WWW.CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM

“Are you growing with us?”
Residential & Commercial

817-441-7777

• Topsoils & Custom 
Soil Blends

• Compost & Mulches
• Rock & Sand Products

Serving North Texas 
since l986

Pick up or Delivery Available

White’s 
Funeral Home
130 Houston Ave. • Weatherford 

817-596-4811
www.whitesfuneral.com
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serving 

your family
since 1908.

HIGH SPEED INTERNET
SPEEDING IS ENCOURAGED 
CALL CIRRA NETWORKS TODAY

(817) 259-1100  |  www.cirranet.net

A great way to start the day!

The CommuniTy news

TRAVEL
from page 5

RICK MAUCH

LEFT: The ocean on the beach in Freeport at night. | CENTER: A lady chops up a fresh coconut in preparation to make Gully Washes, the unofficial drink 
of The Bahamas.  | RIGHT: Rick (left) and Graham, a friend met at Goombay, who also gave as a gift a bottle of vodka from his Lucayan Distillery.

RICK MAUCH

LEFT: The beautiful waterfall scenery at The Garden of the Groves, named after Wallace Groves, who founded 
Freeport in 1955.  | RIGHT: Every Thursday in July each year The Bahamas celebrates Goombay. This year they 
were celebrating 50 years as an independent nation.

http://www.clearforkmaterials.com
http://www.whitesfuneral.com
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Don’t forget your four-legged 
family member when you travel!

• Boarding 

• Grooming 

• Heated & 
Cooled 

• Indoor & 
Outdoor Runs

• 24-Hour 
Attendant 
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Aledo 817-441-8071

Newly-Upgraded boarding facilities

103 W. Church • 817-596-8758 • 817-594-2612
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1958-2019
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BASEBALL

Mazon named all-state
THSBCA  
honors  
Bearcat, others 
from area
By Rick Mauch
Community News

Trace Mazon contin-
ues to add to his legacy 
as a member of the Aledo 
Bearcats baseball team. 
The recent graduate was 
recently named to the 
Elite Team in Class 5A 
as part of the Texas High 
School Baseball Coaches 
Association All-State 
Team.

Mazon, a member 
of the varsity Bearcats 
for two seasons, helped 
them to 52 wins during 
that span. That included 
a second-round playoff 
appearance this season 
and a berth in the Region 
I final in 2022.

Mazon was a force in a 
variety of ways for Coach 
Chad Barry's team. He 
posted a .467 batting aver-
age and a .583 on-base 
percentage with 42 hits, 
of which 15 went for extra 
bases. This included 10 
doubles, three triples and 
a pair of home runs, along 
with driving in 26 runs.

In addition, Mazon 
drew 18 walks. And when 
he reached base, he was a 
running threat as he stole 
16 bases.

"He was such a great 
leader and player for us 
over the past two sea-
sons, especially last spring 
during his senior year," 
Barry said. "He learned 
from some great mentors 
that had led us in years 
past. I believe he also 
mentored some of our 
younger players last sea-
son to help prepare them 
to take on major leader-
ship roles this upcoming 
season.

"The legacy he leaves 
behind her is one that 
has made our program 
better."

Mazon was also a par-
ticipant in the THSBCA 
All-Star Game in June. 

Mazon will be going 
from one perennial-
ly powerful program to 
another as he will join 
the Weatherford 
College roster 
in the fall. The 
Coyotes finished 
third in the 
NJCAA Division 
I World Series 
this past season.

Also honored
Mazon is joined in the 

THSBCA honors by sev-
eral other area athletes. 

The Weatherford 
Kangaroos are represented 
by senior pitcher Kannon 
Kemp on the Class 6A Elite 
Team, while senior third 

baseman Omar Juarez was 
named to the First Team. 
Kemp led his team with a 
1.34 earned run average. 

Juarez topped 
the Kangaroos 
with a .410 bat-
ting average and 
a .590 slugging 
percentage.

Weatherfor 
finished 32-11 
and advanced 

to the 6A Region I final 
before being eliminated 
by eventual state champi-
on Flower Mound.

In Class 3A the Brock 
Eagles are represent-
ed by three honorees. 
Senior second baseman 
Tyler Moody was named 

to the Elite Team, with 
junior outfielder Sawyer 
Strosnider picked for the 
First Team and junior sec-
ond baseman Cam Harris 
on the Second Team.

The Eagles posted a 
29-5 record and reached 
the 3A Region II final, 
their season ended by 
state runner-up Wall.

Academic All-
State

Five senior members 
of the Kangaroos were 
honored as academic all-
state by the THSBCA. 
They are Kemp, Bradley 
Cope, Tanner Mullins, 
Carter Norris and Trent 
Rogers.

Read this 
story online

RYAN WADE/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Trace Mazon silences the Burleson crowd as he trots 
around the bases after hitting a solo home run to tie 
the game during the 2023 spring season.

PHOTO COURTESY OF WILLIE GIBSON

Willie Gibson III of Aledo, age 8, recently won gold medals in the 200 and 
400-meter dashes at the Texas Amateur Athletic Federation Games of 
Texas in Brownsville. He posted his fastest times ever with a 30.81  
seconds in the 200 and 1 minute, 09.83 seconds in the 400.

Meet the Ladycats Night 
Meet the Aledo High School 

Volleyball at 5 p.m.  Saturday, 
August 5, at the Aledo Volleyball 
Club (AVC) located at 425 FM 1187 
across from Aledo Middle School. 
Come out to meet the 2023-2024 
Varsity Volleyball team as well as 
the JV and Freshman teams. All 
fans young and older, new and 

returning are Welcome to this 
FREE event!! 

There will be Varsity Team 
Introductions & Team Poster sign-
ings, an Alumni v Current Players 
game to watch, recognition of 
Sponsors and the concession stand 
will be open for purchase.
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