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ALEDO
Automated
water meters
on the way

Customers can
monitor usage
By Randy Keck

The Community News

Water customers in the City of
Aledo will soon be able to track their
water usage in real time. The city has
embarked on a project to install auto-
mated water meters.

“Automated water meters became
a part of the conversation when we
were talking about things that would
make the city more efficient and ways
that we could advance the city as we
grow,” Mayor Nick Stanley said.

Stanley said some meters in the
city are decades old, and added that
about 50 percent of U.S. cities now
utilize automated meters.

“And so it just became one of those
things, as we were talking about cost
of water, transparency to the con-
sumer, wanting people to have that
ability to choose to set alerts on their
phone for usage and be able to check
your usage throughout the month.
It became readily apparent that was
something we needed to try and move
to so the city council became really
supportive of that idea,” Stanley said.

The city conducted a pilot program
with about 100 automated meters.

“That was successful and we saw
good results from that. So we decid-
ed to move forward with it,” Stanley
added. He said it takes about 15-30
minutes to install an automated
meter, and after that the meter will
emit a radio signal that will allow the
city to obtain readings without manu-
ally having to access each meter.

It takes the public works depart-
ment about three days a month to
perform meter readings throughout
the city. Stanley said the saved staff
time will be used on other needed
projects throughout the growing city.

One advantage of the new system
is that it will allow water customers
to become aware earlier if they have
leaks or other problems.

“You’'ll be able to log in — set your
desired usage, and you can set alerts
— the alerts for leakage I believe are
automatic. But it’s
going to be an amaz-
ing tool for people to
be able to see that pro-
gression and their uses
throughout the month
and really understand
it,” Stanley said.

Water rates in the
city will not change with the imple-
mentation of the meters.

“And that ambiguity or misunder-
standing of how much usage they have
— that’s going to be at their fingertips.
I think that’s empowering and I think
that’s going to help us a lot here in the
city, both on the city side for city staff,

and more importantly the residents.”

Read this
story online

Mayor Stanley’s full remarks are in the
video accompanying the web posting of

this story.
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Serving Aledo - the Annettas -

Living a dream

Hudson Oaks - Willow Park, Texas

COURTESY OF DAYNE WEAVER

Dayne and Ashley Weaver will open Dayne's Craft Barbecue in Aledo with a target date of October.
Turn to page 2 to continue reading.

WILLOW PARK
Council votes
to sue water
tank designer

Wastewater treatment
plant to be re-bid

By Randy Keck

The Community News

The Willow Park City Council voted
unanimously to file a lawsuit against
Halff Associates, the company that
designed the water line from Fort Worth
to Willow Park and Hudson Oaks, at a
special meeting held on Tuesday, July 18.

The lawsuit stems from an event
in November of 2020, when it was
discovered that the original estimated
cost for the water line and associated
equipment was going to be about $6.5
million short.

The city had already procured funding
from the Texas Water Development Board
for the original estimate of $13.4 million.
Once Halff had discovered its error, the
cost shot up to $19.9 million, leaving the
city in the position of having to issue certif-
icates of obligation to cover the difference.

The Willow Park City Council voted
to issue the certificates at its Nov. 10,
2020 meeting. At that same meeting,
representatives from Halff explained
how the error was made, and committed
to working through the issue with the
cities of Willow Park and Hudson Oaks.

After this week’s meeting, Willow
Park City Manager Bryan Grimes said

Turn to COUNCIL, page 5

ALEDO ISD

Buchanan inducted into Hall of Honor

Joins four other
coaches in

63rd THSCA
recognition

By Mercedes Mayer
Aledo ISD

HOUSTON - A video about
Tim Buchanan at Saturday night’s
Texas High School Coaches
Association (THSCA) 63rd Hall of
Honor induction banquet revealed
the moment Buchanan found out
he'd be one of five former foot-
ball coaches to join the prestigious
THSCA Hall of Honor in 2023.

As THSCA Executive Director
JoeMartinreached outto Buchanan
with the news in mid-December,
Buchanan acknowledged during
the surprise phone call that he was
honored. But in the same breath,
he told Martin he was trying to
figure out a way to stop College
Station’s offense and score on its
defense later that week as the
Bearcats were slated to face the
Cougars in the Class 5A Division I
state championship.

Business-like, over-prepared,
and focused with a healthy amount
of respect for each opponent —
just as he was in the previous 341
games he coached in 25 years at the
helm of the Bearcats. And then, of

MERCEDES MAYER/SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Tim Buchanan is shown with his wife, Rebecca, daughter Mady, Allison Erinakes (Caleb’s fiancé) and son Caleb.

course, Buchanan’s Bearcats beat
College Station 52-14 later that
week for a UIL-program record
11th state football title.

With his eighth state title and
final game coaching the Bearcats
behind him, Saturday, July 15,
was all about Buchanan for what
many acknowledged was an over-
due honor.

In front of nearly 1,000 fellow
and former coaches and sports fans

from across the state — many of
whom he inspired and mentored
in his 40 years in the business —
Buchanan was inducted into the
THSCA Hall of Honor at the George
R. Brown Convention Center in
Houston, joining a little more than
300 legends similarly recognized
in the last six-plus decades.

Martin recalled that Buchanan
had once served on the THSCA
board.

“Tim obviously won a ton of
games, the most state champi-
onships of anybody around. His
reputation is the way that he
coached his kids, the way that he
acted from a professional stand-
point, dealt with not only his own
kids but the coaching profession.
His relationship with coach-
es across the state is fantastic,”
Martin said.

Turn to HONOR, page 2
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Aledo announces new Dayne’s Craft Barbecue
Dayne Weaver sees cues
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By Randy Keck and Staff Reports

The Community News

The news just keeps getting bet-
ter for the foodie community in east
Parker County.

On the heels of recent announce-
ments by Jake’s Burgers and Press
Café coming to Aledo, the city
has announced that Dayne’s Craft
Barbecue will open in the fall in
the space now occupied by Montes
Burritos.

This will not be the first time
barbecue has been served at that
location — it was home to Jerry’s
BBQ in the late 1990s.

Dayne’s is a Texas Monthly “Top
50 BBQ Spot.” Its owners, Dayne
and Ashley Weaver, currently operate
out of a trailer at 9812 Camp Bowie
West Boulevard. The new perma-
nent location will give Dayne’s more
options and greater capacity to serve
its customers.

“We're extremely excited to have a
full kitchen with plenty of accommo-
dations to do a lot of cool, fun dishes
that we've always wanted to do but
never had the space,” Dayne was
quoted in the Aledo release. “This
bigger space will allow us to cook
more food and serve more people at
a faster rate.”

In addition to indoor dining
space, the new location has 1,000
square feet of patio space and a pit
area with room for three 1,000 gallon
Centex smokers.

“I'm excited to welcome Dayne’s
to Aledo,” Mayor Nick Stanley said.
“Their food is outstanding and Dayne’s
has a wonderful and far-reaching rep-
utation. Dayne’s is a welcome addition
to Aledo and their presence down-
town will serve as a catalyst for our
growing culinary scene.”

Humble Beginnings

Dayne Weaver began his jour-
ney in Texas barbecue as a backyard
smoker enthusiast. His father-in-law
left a small kettle grill in his back
yard in 2017, which Dayne converted
into a mini-smoker. He threw a bris-
ket on and was immediately hooked.

He began smoking meat every
weekend, which turned into an

expensive hobby. Ashley, told him
if he was going to continue to cook
regularly, he needed to find some-
one to buy the food — thus “Dayne’s
Underground Barbecue” was born.

“It was about five years ago,’
Weaver said. “I probably spent about
two years in the backyard dreaming
about it. And finally, my wife put me
on the spot, bought a big smoker for
me and said, ‘Hey, that thing that
you won't stop talking about? Let's
do it!”

During those five years Weaver
posted on social media that he would
be selling meats and sides from his
front yard, and the response was
overwhelming; he sold out in less
than an hour. He decided to hold an
underground barbecue sale the last
Sunday of every month. The crowd
continued to grow and bring people
from all over the state of Texas who
wanted great barbecue — includ-
ing a reporter and photographer
from the Dallas Observer. Once the
Observer article was released, Ashley
knew that Dayne had to register his
business. Encouraged by his wife,
he named the brand “Dayne’s Craft
Barbecue”

Real Texas barbecue has always

been important in Weaver’s life. He
comes from a long-time Fort Worth
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family. His grandparents taught at
Paschal High School, but Weaver
saw a bit of travel growing up, as his
mother was in the Air Force.

“I moved a lot as a kid. And so
I lived overseas, with a lot of my
childhood on military bases over in
Japan, England, and then I lived in
California and Colorado a little bit,”
Weaver said. “When you're overseas,
the beef just tastes a little different.
You can't get good barbecue over
there. I remember being 15 and com-
ing back to Fort Worth and getting a
whole rack of ribs because I hadn’t
had an opportunity to get ribs in
forever.”

Weaver was so into barbecue
that his dad would make ribs for his
birthday.

Dayne’s Craft Barbecue originally
intended to move into a permanent
location where their trailer is now,
but in the end Weaver and the prop-
erty owners could not come to terms.

“So we started to get a little dis-
couraged with the situation we were
in — we were hoping that they were
going to be building that building out
with a nice restaurant for us and that's
what we were sold on. That's why we
went over there,” Weaver said. “So
we were looking for an opportunity
to do something on our own. And I

actually got a call from Joe Riscky —
he got me involved in this situation
because I think he's a realtor on the
commercial end. And so he told me
about [the Aledo] opportunity. I met
with them and I just fell in love with
the building and the idea of making
it our forever home. We've always
wanted to move our family out west.
But I always said I wanted to move
out to Aledo and so I think God just
lined everything up perfectly for us in
this situation.”

Weaver feels Daynes will
fit right in with Aledo’s efforts to
bring in unique restaurants. He
has become a social media celebri-
ty through YouTube videos he has
done with Meat Church Barbecue
in Waxahachie, and that may bring
fans into Aledo who want some of
his barbecue.

“We actually have three videos
in the past year that have 1.2 mil-
lion views on YouTube,” Weaver
said. “So we get people from out of
state — from all around — that have
seen these videos. And they've been
dreaming of coming and trying our
barbecue. So we've got thousands of
people that are planning to travel to
Dayne's Craft Barbecue no matter
where it is. And so that's a cool thing
that's going on.”

COURTESY OF DAYNE WEAVER
LEFT: A tray of food from Dayne’s Craft Barbeque, including Prime Angus Brisket. | RIGHT: The Dayne's crew celebrates in front of a congratulatory billboard.

Weaver plans additional videos,
including instructional information
on topics like how to make sausage.

“We've got a really good following
that appreciates what we do,” Weaver
said. “And I'm really proud of that. I
don't think you can find a barbecue
joint that has better overall ratings
on Google and Yelp and Facebook
and anything you can rate somebody
on. We've done a really good job of
holding really good reviews and we
try to treat everybody right.”

Statewide Notoriety

Dayne’s Craft Barbecue received
a boost when it was named a “Top
50 BBQ Spot” by Texas Monthly
magazine. Weaver said that honor
came about when he was still work-
ing full time and serving barbecue
every Saturday at a bar in Fort Worth
called Lola’s.

“I just committed to, ‘hey, I'm
gonna put out this awesome barbecue
menu and every single Saturday, no
matter what, we're going to be there.
And we're going to be doing it. And
after about a year of doing that, the
Texas Monthly barbecue editor came
and ate our food — that was early
2020, actually, right before the pan-
demic. And then it just took off from

Turn to DAYNE, page 3
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“His impact on high school ath-
letics, when he took the Aledo job, it
was a terrible job. They were abso-
lutely terrible, and he turned it into
something that it is today. It is phe-
nomenal. That is something that no
one else has been able to do. He went
from nothing to a lot, stayed there and
created a dynasty. He did it through
hard work, having really good coaches
and those coaches doing the right
things by their kids,” Martin added.

“To be honored in this way by my
peers in Texas high school football
and coaching is one of the great-
est accomplishments of my career,’
Buchanan said. “And to look out into
that room and see all of my family and
friends and fellow coaches from Aledo
and other stops in my coaching career
made it even more special. This will
be a night I will cherish forever; I am
so appreciative of the THSCA for this
recognition.”

Recalling that Aledo had its chal-
lenges when he was hired (he was the
fifth coach in four years), Buchanan
spoke of why he and his wife Rebecca
chose Aledo.

“Very seldom do good jobs come
open,” Buchanan said. “Typically, if a
job is open there is something wrong
with it. Aledo was a place that had
been successful back in the 1970s;
we felt it was a place where we could
go and start a family and build a
program. You go looking for a great
place to build a family — Aledo was
that place. We were very fortunate
to be able to hire some really good
assistant coaches, get kids that really
worked hard and go through a heck
of a program.”

Buchanan also noted that Aledo
was ready to work hard to achieve
their goals when he arrived.

Some of Buchanan’s former
players were in the audience at the
induction.

“There are quite a few of them
here tonight,” Buchanan said. “That is
why we do this. It is about kids. When
I got ready to retire, people asked me
what I would miss the most. ‘Are you
going to miss the coaches’ — I said
no. I can go see the coaches anytime
I want. I said that I am going to miss
the kids. It is the real reason that you
do this”

Buchanan noted that some of his
former players are now in their 50s.

“We had a group meeting with our
1998 state championship team — the
first one we had in Aledo — and we
were talking and I told them that
they are five years older than I was
when we won our first champion-
ship,” Buchanan said.

“The unique thing about Aledo
is everyone is an overachiever,
Buchanan said. “It doesn't matter if
you are a great student; if you are an
A-plus student, you wanted to be an
A-plus-plus. If they were a C student,
they wanted to be a B. If they were a
football player that ran a 5 flat (in the
40 yard dash), they wanted to run in
the 4s. if they ran a 4.4 they wanted to
run a 4.3. It was that way across the
board. It doesn’t matter if it is band,
football, basketball, baseball, one act
play, UIL academics — the communi-
ty is made up of people who want you
to work their kids. 98 percent of the
community want you to work their
kids and that is what kept me there
for 30 years.”

He also stressed the importance of
being able to teach.

“When I got to be a head coach,
when we went out and started search-
ing for assistant coaches, we looked
for good teachers,” Buchanan said. “If
you can’t teach in the classroom, you
dang sure can’t teach on the football
field, basketball court, tennis court, or

baseball field. So we looked for good

teachers. If you look at the majority

of our coaches they are math, science,
history, and English. There were very
few PE teachers on our coaching staff.

That right there was number one. You

had to be a good teacher to be a good

coach in the state of Texas. Then you

have to be willing to work. We pay a

little bit better today but when I first

started in 1983 — I made one dollar a

day and that didn’t include Saturday.

That equated to $171 for coaching.

You don’t do it for the money, you do

it because you love kids, competition,

and you like seeing how you can help
kids”

Buchanan was one of five former
football coaches in the THSCA’s Hall
of Honor Class of 2023. Inducted
alongside Buchanan were:
¢ Retired Houston North Shore

coach David Aymond,

» Former Hereford High School and
panhandle-area coach and athlet-
ics director Don Cumpton,

e Longtime San Antonio Warren
High School football coach and
current Trinity University assis-
tant coach Bryan Dausin, and

» Former Kemp High School and
Brenham High School head foot-
ball coach and current assistant
executive director of the THSCA
Glen West.

Buchanan amassed a 281-58-3
record as a head coach, all at Aledo.
Buchanan’s eight state champi-
onships ranks him tied for second
all-time in Texas with G.A. Moore,
who won eight state titles at Pilot
Point and Celina; theyre behind
Carthage’s Scott Surratt and Gordon
Wood (Brownwood/Stamford), who
each have nine. His impact was felt
way beyond wins, losses and state
titles, though.

“It was a wonderful night to cel-
ebrate Coach Buchanan as he is so
deserving of this honor,” Aledo ISD

Texas High School Coaches Association

MERCEDES MAYER/SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Board of Directors President Lee

Wiginton from Allen presents a plaque commemorating Tim Buchanan’s
induction into the THSCA Hall of Honor in Houston on July 15.

Superintendent Dr. Susan Bohn
said. “What he has meant to not only
our football program and athletics
department but also our community
is immeasurable. You just don’t find
the kind of loyalty and dedication
to one program or one school very
often anymore. We are so fortunate
that Coach Buc chose Aledo and
spent three decades inspiring our stu-
dent-athletes to be their very best.”

In addition to the video of
Buchanan’s surprise phone call from
Martin, Buchanan was featured in
a video summarizing his career that
included interviews with THSCA Hall
of Honor member Ross Rogers who
Buchanan coached under at A&M
Consolidated early in his career.

Rogers saw back then that
Buchanan was something special,

saying in the video, “Tim was the
whole package; he knew how to han-
dle the kids,” Rogers said. “He knew
when to be tough and when to pat
them on the back. He brought the
whole package.”

After the video, Buchanan was
interviewed on stage by Texas high
school football guru and announcer
Craig Way and officially inducted and
presented with a wooden plaque by
THSCA Board of Directors President
Lee Wiginton from Allen.

“Being a coach
and being called
coach to me is a
badge of honor,’
Buchanan said in
the video. “It’s one of
the most honorable
things you can do.”

story online
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there, we just kept going after it. And
they ended up naming us one of the
top 50 in the state,” Weaver said.

Weaver got the food trailer in
2021, and first served three days a
week. That expanded to four days,
but Weaver is looking forward to
serving all wee at the Aledo location.

“We've always been restricted by
having a food trailer,” Weaver said.
The same spot where we serve all of

our food is where we have to cook
all the food — we operate out of a
commissary kitchen. So what we can
do is really limited. If we sell out of
something, it's not like we can just
whip it up real fast. Because I mean,
we basically close the kitchen down
of the food truck, and now it's a
service line, you know, and so, and
there's only so much that we can do
in there. So we're really excited to
have some more space.”

Dayne’s will continue to operate
from its truck until the brick-and-
mortar restaurant in Aledo is ready.

Weaver anticipates that will be about
October.

In addition to building a pit room,
there will be extensive work on the
outside of the building, including a
1,000-square-foot patio.

The menu will remain the same,
with both indoor and covered outdoor
seating available. That menu includes
traditional barbecue like Prime Black
Angus Brisket and pork spareribs to
more specialty items like bacon bris-
ket and homemade sausage.

“Having a restaurant is going to
give us the ability to do stuff like

breakfast, is going to give us the abil-
ity to open into the evening,” Weaver
said. “When we start we will be open
five days a week for lunch. And then
we'll start adding breakfast as we
get staff that can keep up with what
we're doing.”

But the plans don’t stop there.
Weaver envisions later dinner hours,
and perhaps a once-a-month ele-
vated dinner where the staff can get
more creative (and have more fun).

“This building is going to give us
the ability to open more hours, serve
more people, serve people faster,

serve people better,” Weaver said. “So
that's something I definitely want
people to understand and know,
because the amount of revenue we do
out of a food truck is pretty impres-
sive right now, and we're just capped
at what we can do. And so we're
really excited to be able to spread
our wings a bit and have some more
room and just do all the things that
we've always thought about doing
and dreamed about doing,.

For more information, visit day-
nescraftbarbecue.com.
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Proponents are calling it the
“biggest property tax cut in Texas
history.” Both chambers of the
Texas Legislature passed an $18
billion package during the sec-
ond special session, the Austin
American-Statesman reported.

If signed as expected by
Gov. Greg Abbott, the bill rais-
es the homestead exemption to
$100,000, with an additional
$40,000 exemption for owners
65 and older. It also dedicates
more than $12 billion to lower
school property taxes.

Agreement on a tax cut plan
took months of haggling between
competing plans in the House
and Senate. After House Speaker
Dade Phelan and Lt. Gov. Dan
Patrick met, a plan began to fall
into place.

“I thank my partners in the
Texas Legislature for coming
together to honor the best inter-
ests of hardworking Texans who
want to own their property—not
rent it from the government,”
Abbott said in a statement fol-
lowing the passage of the tax
plan.

The Legislature adjourned
after passage of the bill in the
House. Another special session
is likely in the fall to address
Abbott’s bid to enact a school
voucher plan.

Abbott aide named
interim attorney
general

A longtime aide to Abbott
was named as the second inter-
im attorney general, replacing
John Scott, who served in the

Capital Highlights
Tax-relief plan headed to governor

role a little more than a month.
Angela Colmenero has been serv-
ing as Abbott’s deputy chief of
staff. Previously she worked in
the attorney general’s office for
nearly a decade.

‘John Scott faithfully exe-
cuted his duties as the interim
Attorney General of Texas, and
I thank him for his leadership in
stepping up to serve his fellow
Texans in this role,” Abbott said.

Ken Paxton was suspended
from that position after being
impeached on 20 counts by the
House and awaits a trial in the
Senate on Sept. 5.

Scott told the Texas Tribune
that he will “return to working as
a consultant, attorney and board
member for a broad variety of
companies.” He previously served
as Abbott’s secretary of state
before returning to the private
sector.

Second heat wave
means record demand
on grid

The second heat wave of
the summer means the state’s
power grid is breaking records
for demand almost daily, the
Houston Chronicle reported.
The Electric Reliability Council
of Texas is forecasting several
thousand megawatts of excess
supply, with demand late last
week exceeding 84,000 mega-
watts. ERCOT manages the
power grid serving about 90% of
the state, except for part of East
Texas and the El Paso area.

Excessive heat warnings
have been issued for much of
the state, with heat index val-
ues topping 117 degrees around
the Houston area. Much of the
state is also experiencing tri-
ple-digit temperatures with high
humidity.

The latest heat wave is bak-
ing much of the Southwest, with
all-time record highs expected
in Phoenix, Las Vegas and Palm
Springs, California.

Drought conditions

expected to expand

A hotter and drier June for
much of the state means 45%
of the state may slip back into
drought conditions, according to
Mark Wentzel, hydrologist with
the Texas Water Development
Board. At the end of June,
about a fourth of the state was
in drought, a marked reduction
from winter conditions, thanks to
ample rainfall.

“The latest seasonal drought
outlook from the National
Weather Service anticipates that
drought will expand to cover most
of central, southern, and West
Texas by the end of September,”
Wentzel wrote.

However, the recent switch
to El Nifo weather conditions
typically bring cooler and wet-
ter-than-normal conditions this
fall and winter.

First case of West Nile
virus reported

had a locally acquired case of
malaria in Texas this year, which
underscores the importance of
taking precautions to prevent
mosquito bites.”

DSHS urges people when
outdoors to wear long sleeves
and pants, apply insect repel-
lent, remove standing water in
yards, such as in plant pots and
buckets. The state had 41 cases
of West Nile disease last year
with seven deaths.

State slips in
business-friendly
rankings

An annual ranking of the
most business-friendly states
in America has always included
Texas among the top five, but
not this year, the Texas Standard
reported. The latest rankings
in CNBC’s report had the state
coming in sixth, behind North
Carolina, Virginia, Tennessee,

Georgia and Minnesota.

this year

Public health
officials have con-
firmed the state’s e
first case of West Read t
Nile virus, occur- | story online

The study has been
undertaken since 2007.
Business reporter Erica

Greider with the Houston
o] Chronicle cites several fac-
his tors, including the electric
grid, which averages about

ring in Dallas County,
according to the Texas
Department of State Health
Services.

The virus 1is transmitted
through mosquito bites. Most
people do not get sick, but about
20% develop symptoms such
as headaches, fever, muscle and
joint aches, nausea and fatigue.
Less than 1% of those infected
develop more serious symptoms,
including death.

“It’s important for people to
be aware that there are many
diseases transmitted by mosqui-
toes found in Texas,” said DSHS
Commissioner Jennifer Shuford.
“Most of these diseases cause
mild illness but in rare instances
diseases like dengue or Zika can
cause severe illness. We've even

20 hours a year without
power on average in the
state — third worst in the coun-
try. Other possible factors are
quality of life issues, such as the
environment and crime.

“It could be that maybe there’s
an element of, you know, the
state’s been coasting on its lau-
rels because we've been so used
to this growth and success that
it’s become a little bit less of the
top line issue,” Greider told the
Standard.

Gary Borders is a wveteran
award-winning Texas journalist.
He published a number of com-
munity newspapers in Texas
during a 30-year span, includ-
ing in Longview, Fort Stockton,
Nacogdoches and Cedar Park.
Email: gborders@texaspress.com.

GuestColumn

Texas horse racing needs HISA

Robert Schmidt, MD

robert@rschmidtmd.com

The horse...inquisitive, sen-
sitive, totally aware, much
smarter than you think, fearful,
and a creature of habit. When my
daughter returns to our family
barn after training in Florida for
six months, her retired horses
greet her with a whinny. An old
friend has returned.

The horse is a fabric of histor-
ical Texas. The horse represents
how we all arrived here, and how
we survived in the earliest days.
Some horses are bred to run -
that’s their job. All animals need
a job and thrive when working.
The thoroughbred’s instinct is
to run as fast and as far as it
can. As long as there are horses,
there will be horse races, and
men and women will admire the
sheer determination, stamina,
strength, and speed of the majes-
tic horse.

The tragedy at Churchill
Downs this past May, in which
twelve horses broke down on the
racetrack, fractured their lower
legs, and needed to be eutha-
nized, should never be repeated.
The cause of this rash of sud-
den breakdowns is uncertain: the
current American thoroughbred

may be bred too strong up top
across the chest with lower legs
that are relatively too thin and
fragile, or changes in the surface
of the track due to humidity and
weather variations may increase
the risk of a ligamentous injuries
which can then predispose to falls
and catastrophic fractures. Most
horses can survive the surgery,
but few can survive the confine-
ment and partial weight bearing
needed to allow these fractures
to heal.

The Jockey Club, in recogniz-
ing this problem, sought relief
from Congress and in one of the
few truly bipartisan pieces of leg-
islation in the past 10 years, the
Horseracing Integrity and Safety
Act (HISA) was passed. This
lifesaving legislation allows the
government to designate a cor-
porate entity to unite the horse
industry, to find ways in which
horse tragedies can be elimi-
nated, and drug abuse can be
regulated at the Federal level.

The model is not a new one.
A Federally sponsored corpo-
rate entity serves to regulate
the Securities and Exchange
Commission. The needs are
similar. Regulation among
multiple states with multiple
interests are consolidated under
a single governing body with
superior resources and a single
purpose-driven goal.

In response to the HISA act,
most states have supported and
endorsed this model, but a few
outliers, including the State of
Texas represented by the Texas

Racing Commission, have sought
to preserve the status quo.

The Commission’s stated
rationale is that only the Texas
Racing Commission may regulate
parimutuel racing and simul-
cast wagering in Texas. Although
National regulation affects all
aspects of our life living in Texas,
the Texas Racing Commission,
due to this perceived legal tech-
nicality, has been unable to find
a compromise solu-

the working regulators are superb
and unmatched in their quali-
ty and dedication. The political
appointees of the Commission,
however, have lost sight of their
designated purpose.

In this one rare instance,
Congress has actually provided
us — and our horses — a solu-
tion. Ultimately, HISA has the
resources, the regulatory power,
and sophisticated lab
testing that can root out

tion. As a result, the
Texas racing indus-
try suffers, the Texas
patrons who enjoy
horse racing suffer,
and our thorough-

Read t
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illegal drug use, research
track surfaces, and analyze
breeding patterns. HISA
! has the potential to improve
his the sport and create a
safe horse racing animal

bred gladiators suffer
the most.

A second consequence of this
stalemate is that racetracks in
Texas can no longer simulcast
Texas races to other commu-
nities and states and receive
wagers allotted for their racing
program. Without the ability to
simulcast, the betting handle at
Sam Houston Racetrack during
the winter meet fell 90% and
the handle at the current Lone
Star spring and summer racing
meet is not significantly better.
Tracks survive by taking approxi-
mately 15% of the betting handle
to support their operations and
purses. The current situation is
unsustainable.

Having served on the Texas
Racing Commission for ten
years, including four years as
Chairman, I can attest that the
Commission staff, stewards, and

that can thrive in a newer
environment.

The Texas Racing Commission
needs to recognize its responsi-
bilities and protect our animals
in an ever-changing world. The
consequences of the Texas Racing
Commissioners’ opposition to
these efforts simultaneously
leaves our horses at risk and our
tracks on the path to ruin.

Texas deserves better.

Robert Schmidt, MD is a Fort
Worth based orthopedic surgeon
specializing in joint replacement
surgery of the hip and knee. He and
his wife had bred and raced thor-
oughbreds under the colors of Oak
Meadow Farm. He was appoint-
ed by Govenor Perry to the Texas
Racing Commission and served
Jor 10 years, including 4 years as
chairman. He currently serves as
Mayor of Annetta North, Texas.
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Consider a puppy party

Richard Henderson

richard@rahenderson.com

A recent story on KTVT Channel
11 reported that, according to
Lauren Anton, executive director of
Saving Hope animal rescue, many
animals they have rescued from kill
shelters and other places are dying
of forms of parvo and influenza.
They don’t find out the animals are
sick until they have been taken in
for foster care and adoption. But
they still have healthy animals that
desperately need homes.

The Community News recent-
ly reported that Saving Hope
announced plans to build a no-kill
shelter on the Aledo-Iona Road. That
facility can’t be built soon enough.

Anton reported that during
COVID, people stopped spaying
and neutering. Now all shelters are
packed with more animals than
ever. The Channel 11 report stated
that rescue groups say a shortage

of veterinarians, a spike in costs to
vaccinate, and voluntary surrenders
have contributed to the current sit-
uation. Many are being euthanized
at kill shelters because they simply
don’t have room and too few people
wanting to adopt.

Anton stated that, locally, her
organization has 1,200 dogs and
cats in their care for adoption.

If you visit their website, www.
savinghoperescue.org, you
can view photos of the many

naturally. I wonder why such a
breed was ever developed.

My point, which may seem
obscure, is there are many animals in
this world that need homes and love,
and will give it back many times over.
All of the dogs in our home have
come from the street or shelters.

For now we need less thought
about pedigree and more thought
about spaying, neutering, and vacci-
nating. The current misery
for so many animals has

animals that need homes.
If you see a dog or cat that
you like and want to adopt,
there is an application to fill

out. Saving Hope charges Rea this

an adoption fee that covers

story online

been caused by humans.
But humans can stop it.
Contact Saving Hope
and ask about giving a
puppy party. Puppies will
be brought and people can

vaccinations and spaying or
neutering. Owning an ani-
mal is a responsibility and there are
costs associated. You have to be seri-
ous when you want to adopt.

Their fees are small compared
to purchasing a French Bulldog, the
number one most popular breed
in the world. You are talking about
$4,000 for a puppy. This breed has
many problems with breeding with
artificial insemination and c-sec-
tions required in many cases. See
www.frenchbulldogbreed.net Very
few French females can give birth

4

Thalia - Siberian Husky Mix

Otto - Siberian Husky Mix

see the animals first hand.
You can’t immediately take
them home. The adoption appli-
cation and process still has to be
followed, but individuals who are
committed have a good chance of
being an owner.

And remember, from wherever
you obtain a pet, spay, neuter and
vaccinate.

Richard Henderson is a local resident
who practices law and helps rescue
unwanted animals.

PHOTOS COURTSEY OF SAVINGHOPERESCUE.ORG - ALL
ANIMALS ARE AVAILABLE FOR ADOPTION.
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Smiley - German Shepherd Mix
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Bearcat Pack & Ship owner Danelle Weaver completes the ribbon cutting
by the East Parker County Chamber of Commerce at her new business

on Thursday, July 13.

COUNCIL

from page one

there had not been satisfactory
progress in that process.

“We've been working through
that process for probably over a year
now, Grimes said. “And we haven’t
been satisfied with the elements.
And I think we've reached the point
where it was time to file suit.”

Following an executive session,
council member Lea Young made
a motion “to reject any settlement
offers from Halff and Associates on
the litigation and authorize the city
attorney to file suit.”

Wastewater plant re-do
In other action, the coun-
cil voted to reject any bids that
have not been withdrawn on the
construction of a new wastewa-
ter treatment plant and to

Church for a property swap. The
current plant sits adjacent to prop-
erty owned by the church, and is
leased by the city.

Under the agreement, the new
wastewater plant would be built on
the church’s original land, and the
church would get the land occu-
pied by the current plant.

The city went out for bids in
May of this year for construction of
the plant. However, the low bidder,
MH Civil Constructors, withdrew
its bid, and the next low bidder and
the city were unable to connect.

City council member Eric
Contreras made a motion to
reject “all non withdrawn bids
for the construction of the new
Wastewater Treatment Plant” and
authorize the city to re-advertise
for bids and to make a claim on the
bid bond of MH Civil Constructors
Incorporated.

The motion was

begin the process over.
Following a lengthy

process of finding a suit-

able location for its new

approved by the council,
as was a motion to noti-
fy Willow Park Baptist
Church that the city

treatment plant, the city =% | would extend its lease of
entered into an a; Read this h f
greement . the property tor two more
story online

with Willow Park Baptist

years until Aug. 18, 2025.
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Keeping Parker County Pets Alive

Agency funding
heartworm
treament for
adopted animals

By John English
The Community News

According to the American
Heartworm Society, more
than one million pets in the
United States have heart-
worm disease. Both dogs and
cats can contract the condi-
tion and, worst of all, it can
be fatal.

Enter Parker County Pets
Alive — a nonprofit organiza-
tion that raises funds to help
cover the cost of treatment for
many of the heartworm-pos-
itive dogs housed at the
Weatherford Parker County
Animal Shelter.

Board of Directors
Member Jenni Day started
the 501(c)(3) back in 2012
and said it has evolved con-
siderably over the last 11
years.

“We started out as a rescue
when the shelter was going
through some big changes -
new staff and there had just
been some issues and what
not,” Day said. “We started off
as a regular rescue with vol-
unteers where people could
foster. We'd take dogs, get
them fostered and then get
them homes. But there are so
many rescues that we decided
that we would just be a fund-
raising organization, to help
pay for things that the shelter
can't pay for medical wise.”

This entails a great deal
of fundraising because treat-
ment can be costly.

“You know, you adopt out
a heartworm-positive dog for
$25, and take them to the
vet, and if they're heartworm
positive, they're going to get
quoted $1,200 to treat this
$25 dog,” Day said. “And a
lot of times that was an issue,
and they were the first ones
to be put down if it came to
that. Weatherford tries not
to do that. They have a really
high live-release rate. But, if
they're looking for who usu-
ally goes first, then usually it
was a heartworm-positive or
sick dog. So we pay for every
single dog that comes to the

The Parker County Pets Alive board of directors consists of
(from left) Michelle Ventress, Cindy Malik and Jenni Day.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF PARKER COUNTY PETS ALIVE
Parker County Pets Alive helps dogs in the fight against heartworms, which can be fatal.

shelter that gets adopted and
is heartworm positive.”

Not if, but when

Parker County Pets
Alive works with Riverstone
Veterinary Hospital in Brock
and Dr. Ryan Cate for treat-
ment purposes, and Day said
heartworm treatment should
not be taken lightly.

“In Texas, if your dog is
not on a heartworm preven-
tative, your dog is going to
get heartworms,” Day said.
“It's not if, but when. Because
it’s spread by mosquitoes. We
have mosquitoes 12 months
out of the year here, and one
will bite a positive dog and
then goes and bites a negative
dog. Then in a nutshell, the
heartworms start growing in
the dog that was previously
negative.”

Day said there are preven-
tative medications

are dying, and breaking up
and being shed out through
the bloodstream, they can
choke out the heart if they get
too excited. So that’s another
heartbreak. If you adopt a
dog and get it treated, it’s
basically a six-month treat-
ment program.”

Misconceptions

And Day said there are
some misconceptions when it
comes to heartworms.

“The big one we get is ‘My
dog only goes outside to go
potty, you know, so they’re
not going to get it,” Day said.
“Have you ever been bitten
by a mosquito in your house?
That's basically the comeback
for it. People also think that if
one of their dogs doesn’t have
it, the other dogs aren’t going
to have it. That doesn’t work
either.

“Clear the shel-

that can be taken
for heartworms and
some even work
retroactively.
“Sometimes in
older dogs, the pro-
cedure is rough on

Read this
story online

ter is an upcoming
event and we talk
about it to people
about it because a lot
of people really don’t
know...and it’s so big.
It’s so big in Texas,

them because it’s

killing them (the

heartworms) off,” Day said.
“They have to keep their heart
rate down and for some dogs
that’s hard to do. You know,
the mailman walks up or a
squirrel runs by and the dogs
are going to go crazy. You
have to keep their heart rate
down because as the worms

but it’s real treatable.

The dog that I had,
he had heartworms and he
also had a broken femur, and
now he’s fine.”

Day said it is best to have a
blood test completed because
pets can have heartworms for
a while with no symptoms,
and said there is a certain
symptom to watch for.

“Coughing, because
theyre getting choked out
is one,” Day said. “And it’s
pretty obvious. Sometimes it
will sound like kennel cough,
which just sounds like a dry
cough, but they do an X-ray of
the heart and lungs. The shel-
ter does a blood test. It’s real
easy. There’s several different
kinds, and it’s immediate, so
they just take some blood and
look at it under a microscope,
and they can see the microfi-
lariae swimming around and
tell how serious it is.”

Most fulfilling

The most fulfilling part
of her job is follow up after
treatment.

“Seeing the dogs that we've
helped, you know the happy
tails, as we call them on our
Facebook,” Day said. “The
dogs that have gone through
our program, that are living
their best lives. Someone's
adopted them. They're part
of a family, theyre going
camping, going to the dog
park. You know, just seeing
the dogs that the people have
gone through the program,
and giving a dog with a heart-
worm a chance. And they're
healthy going forward. We
love to see the happy ones.”

For more information on
Parker County Pets Alive or
to make a contribution, visit

http://parkercountypet-
salive.org.
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Parks of Aledo Community
Wide Garage Sale
Community Wide garage sale
from 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. on Friday,
July 21 and Saturday July 22.
The Parks of Aledo is located
at 201 Parkview Drive, Bailey
Ranch Road and 1187 across
from Aledo High School.
Each neighbor will have a set
up in their driveway.

JULY 22

PCCOA Summer Carnival
Parker County Senior

fitting Parker County Meals
on Wheels & Senior Center.
Tickets for games and
activities may be
purchased at the Carnival.
For more information
contact 817-596-4640.

JULY 24

Teen Time Peace Out!
Middle and High schoolers
are invited to get groovy
from 5-6 p.m. on Monday,
July 24, at the East Parker
County Library. Tie-dye,
friendship bracelets, and
other far-out activities.
Snacks provided.

Register here: https:/www.
destinystudioaledo.net/
summer-workshop

Scoops & Petals Party
Visit The Shops at Willow
Park Lawn from 1 - 3p.m. on
Friday, July 28 for ice cream
and bouquet building!
MELT Ice Cream will be

SCOOPS &
PSTALS PARTY
MHT o= g

Y, UL ZETH = 13 P
P AT WILLOW PARE LAWK

Send event submissions to events@community-news.com.

Please include time, date, and place of the event, a short description, and phone/email for obtaining
further information, with photos, graphics, or flyers.

on-site slinging scoops of
their homemade ice cream.
Be one of the first 100
people and receive a FREE
scoop. Flavors will include:
* Strawberry

* Cup of TX

» Chocolate Chocolate

» Peanut Butter Explosion

* Loaded Cookie Dough
After your sweet treat, stop
by Rooty’s Flower Co. truck
and pick up a beautiful flo-

T z :
ral bouquet to take home! | HISTORIE BOWNTOWN ;lm‘.
Create your own or choose M s
from one of their pre-made ’ i )
selections. AAWAR. N

. ..z / ;1' N '.1

JULY 29 "
Summer Bash ?u,,'.,;-(. T 1
The shops in Historic 1 -4 &
Downtown Weatherford S
is having a Summer Bash Snag some awesome sum-
from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. on mer deals & drinks from
Saturday, July 29. Come your favorite shops!

your healthcare

We can help!
Call
682-382-1260

Are you turning 65?

You have important decisions to make about

s

B
——"

Get your copy of
THE

at any one of
these locations:

Bearcat Valero
421 N FM 1187

East Parker County Library
201N FM 1187

CvVs
150 Bailey Ranch Road

Shell - Aledo
401 S FM 1187

The Community News
1015 Champions Drive

WILLOW PARK

Brookshire’s
5118 E I-20 Service Road S

East Parker County
Chamber of Commerce
100 Chuckwagon Trail

Exxon — Tiger Mart
102 E I-20

WEATHERFORD

Weatherford Chamber
401 Fort Worth Hwy.

community-news.com
1015 Champions Dr.
Aledo - 817-441-7661

CommuNITY NEWS

Advertise Local

Advertise BIG!

PRINT « ONLINE
E-VERSION « EMAIL NEWSLETTER

TaE CoMMUNITY NEWS

817-441-7661

1015 Champions Drive < Aledo

www.community-news.com

Visit us today at
1911 S. Main St.

Communi

CREDIT UNIO
You’re worth more (to us)

Weatherford’s #1 Family Credit Union

ty

(817) 835-5000

www.ftwccu.org

Open to those who live, work, or
attend school in Tarrant, Denton,
Parker, and Johnson Counties.

Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry

Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C.
Michael Ball, D.D.S., PL.L.C.

Diplomate of American Board of Pediatric Dentistry
Fellow of American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101
Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087
Ofc: 817-441-2425

Fax: 817-441-2491

www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com

Proudly serving the great
gouthwest for 28 years!

THE TRUSTED SOURGE FOR ALL YOUR

METAL BUILDING GOMPONENT NEEDS!
% RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL STEEL ROOFING
* GUSTOM TRIM AND FLASHING * PURLIN & TUBING
* EASY BOLT PRE-FABRICATED STEEL BUILDINGS
# MINI STORAGE SYSTEMS * POWER TOOLS
* VENTS & SKYLIGHTS * HARDWARE & ACCESSORIES
# SYNTHETIC UNDERLAYMENT >+ INSULATION
% SEALANTS & CLOSURES * CARPORT PACKAGES

G GYGREEN"with

_ ENERGY EFFICIENT
NS & LOOKS GREAT!

P WIND & FIRE RESISTANT

oty et

STEEL BUILDINGS
AVAILABLE IN
MULTIPLE SIZES

817-599-4186 » Fax: 817-599-3326
2100 Burton Street ® Weatherford, Texas 76087

www.metalmarts.com
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ACREAGE

LAND FOR SALE. Hunting, recreational, retire-
ment. Hill Country, Trans Pecos regions in South
Texas. 30-year fixed rate, owner financing, 5% down.
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com. 800-876-9720.

ENERGY

Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC
home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low
Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE Quote. Call
now before the next power outage: 1-855-704-8579.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

Need help with your retirement plan? If you have
questions about your pension, 401(k) or profit sharing
plan, call the South Central Pension Rights Project at
800-443-2528 to get free legal advice. Funded by the
U.S. Administration on Aging, SCPRP staff provides
free legal assistance to anyone with a question about
their retirement plan. Call us today 800-443-2528.

Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing
a Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our
case managers simplify the process & work hard to
help with your case. Call 1-844-494-0689 FREE
Consultation. Local Attorneys Nationwide Mail: 2420
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL
(TX/NM Bar.)

TexSCAN Week of OIL & GAS RIGHTS

‘We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility
with the compact design and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

Hudson 0aks Medication Delivery Driver Needed

We are looking for a dependable, reliable, individual to
deliver pharmacy medication to local residences. Packages
are small medication bags. Part time work Monday-Friday
(No Weekends) Pickup twice a day at 10am and 3:30pm

This position is great for someone who is a retiree, a stay-
at-home mom, or currently does other delivery services
such as DoorDash or Favor as well. Please Text RYAN at
210-249-8040 with your NAME, NUMBER, AND LOCATION.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

WANTED

Need Extra Cash — I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes
—Travel Trailers, Sth Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition — Old/New, Dirty
or Clean! I PAY CAS$H. No Title — No Problem, we
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network
221 Participating Texas Newspapers * Regional Ads
Start At $250 « Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the

Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

1 BUY

Goosenecks o

s

Old/New !!!

NEED EXTRA CASH !l 2?2

MOBILE HOMES

Travel Trailers « 5th Wheels

In Any Area!!! Any Condition!!!
Dirty or Clean !!!

I PAY CASH 956-466-7001

No Title — No Problem — We Can Apply For One
ANR Enterprises

RVs &

Bumper Pulls

01

community-news.com

Prepare
for power
outages today

WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

GENERAC
——— |

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OF

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE

CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(855) 704-8579

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

e

How Y Last Puzzle

HEE Solution SERVICES

Sggg! Traoommm | PAINTING: Let my 50

R Q“,QEEEE’ neig | Yyears experience work for

£ S&;PES S™EE) you. We do interior and

ATEmMoT oo | exterior residential and
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RIEIN/AMIE custom home painting.
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‘? ol Bobby McWilliams 817-
\% s1es|| 821-6377

TEXAS PRESS
ASSOCIATION

MEMBER 2023

Where: Squaw Creek Golf Course
Time: 8:00am
What to bring:
‘UP TODATE PHYSICAL +gopy of 2022-2023 Report Card
‘Own Balls “$19 TO PAY FOR YOUR ROUND
e “Push carts are allowed

DE# a

Toslgnuptlmimm :

grade, ond playing experience.

Any additional information wilhﬂﬂhu!ﬁﬂhﬂdnhdhplﬂhrm

community-news.com
OIL, GAS, &

WE B u MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)

Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422
LOBO MINERALS, LLG

PO Box 1800 + Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

Business Cards

3

Hartman’s Honey Doo0’s

(817) 249-2028

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

Ken Hartman, Proprietor

€@ ae®
&

LANCE NORMAN ROOFING

LEB W,

CA
B817-980-2709

Office: 817-565-4658
Talk and text 817-771-9661

ROSS GUTTERS

In Business Since 1995

5 & 6 Inch Seamless Gutters * Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial « New & Repair
FREE SPLASH BLOCKS FOR A LIMITED TIME

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

Insurance Claims Handled

CALL (817) 443-0524 - mobile (817) 996-2726

* COMPOSITION SHINGLES
* WOOD SHINGLES

* NEW ROOFS + REROOFS
* REDECKS

KIMBERLY MEYER,

ABR, CRS, GRI

" REALTOR®
COARKER ™ Cell (817)929-0347

REALTY kimberly.meyer@cbdfw.com

5924 Convair Drive #420
Fort Worth, TX 76109
www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer

T O

EOperaled by a subsidary m
of NRT, LLC

Global Luxury Specialist

7

HEARING
CARE CENTER

CHAPPELL

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com

4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702

Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre

Phone:

817.263.1971

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS®

Financial Advisor

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100

Aledo, TX 76008

Bus. 817-441-4108 « Fax 800-656-0301
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

Fdward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

We have lots of room
for your stuff!

1515 E. FM 1187 - Aledo, Texas - 817-504-7662
Call for availability - Boat & RV parking - $50 .
10x10 $65 * 10x20 $95 * 10x30 $140

THE
CommuNITY NEWS

PO. Box 1031, Aledo, TX » 817-441-7661
WWw.community-news.com

or info about advertising on the
'~ Business Card Page, call 817-441-7661.

DRAKE
ELECTRICAL
SERVICES L.L.C.

817-441-8633

« « NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS *
RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR « LICENSED & INSURED
TECL #19987

Thousands of Lifelong Customers.

/\
BILLY HARRIS ROOFING

Same Name & Number Since 1973

817- 249 - 3 3 38 Same Crews Since 1992 & e

With the same name and number since 1973, Billy Hamris Roofing is here before, during and after the Texas
storms. Billy Harris Roofing has had the same crews since 1992 which has paved the way to 10 consecutive
Angie’s List Super Service Awards since 2006. Billy Harris Roofing prides itself on quality... not quantity'

Give the experts a call today and find out for yourself why tt of life-long
have put their trust in Billy Harris Roofing « 817-249-3338 « www.billyharris-roofing. com

Vanity Tops Tubs
Whirlpool Tubs Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE

2927 Greenlee Park Trail
Weatherford, Texas 76088

Natural Granite * Solid Surface ¢ Silestone
817-341-8970
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WEATHERFORD COLLEGE

Student lands opportunity at prestigious Mayo Clinic

Minnesota next stop
for Willow Park

resident

By Misty Browning
Weatherford College

It’s a not-so-well-kept secret that
Weatherford College’s diagnostic
medical sonography program was
named “best ultrasound technologist
school in Texas” by Nursing Process.
In this program, students must pass
three national registries that help
them land jobs either prior to or
quickly after graduation. The pro-
gram also draws students from all
over the country, including recent
graduate and Portland, Oregon,
native Talayna Halley.

“I knew I was going to do ultra-
sound because I was praying about it
with my mom for a long time,” Halley
explained. “I was in high school and
doing dual credit at the same time.
One day I went to help landscape my
grandfather’s house, and he asked
me about my life...He then asked
about the healthcare field, a reces-
sion-proof job. My dad had just had
an ultrasound done and had been
telling me about it, but I had been
casting him off”

She started looking into schools
near her home. Only one school in
Oregon does ultrasound, and it was
far from home and expensive, so
Texas began to draw her attention.
With her family in tow, they moved
to Willow Park soon after she decid-
ed on Weatherford College.

“I had a friend who moved to
Austin and loved the area,” she said.
“I was surprised it was green and had
trees. It had its own type of beauty.
My options were narrowed down to
Weatherford, and I prayed that God
would open the right doors. I attri-
bute my ending up at Weatherford to
fasting and prayer.”

Another  determining fac-
tor for Halley regarding attending
Weatherford College was being a
WC Foundation scholarship recipi-
ent, specifically a scholarship funded
by Richard and Nancy Stuart. She
then met the Stuarts at a foundation
dinner later that year.

She loved the opportunity to
express her gratitude for their gener-
osity and for taking the time to care
for future generations. It was also a
chance for her to experience the WC
community and all its charm.

“I was able to witness the tight-
knit community and how the
scholarships are changing the lives of
the students receiving them,” Halley
said. “T also heard from the donors
about their lives and the differences
they are making. I was completely
overwhelmed by the love that filled
the room. So many people in that
place truly cared and wanted to sup-
port us and see us succeed.

“The college is such an uplifting
community and feels like home. I
remember calling my mom the first
week I lived here and telling her that
Southern charm is real, not just in
the movies. People here are so kind.”

Halley loves the career she’s cho-
sen. It’s a position that is always
in high demand, and she says she
enjoys getting to help people in
sometimes scary situations.

“I love how every day is different
because every patient is different. Our
patients are coming to us because
they think something is wrong,” she
said. “Sometimes they are scared
about the possibilities of what we
might find. That’s why I love doing
ultrasound; because we are so inti-
mately involved in their care process.
We get to be that smiling face, soft
word, or gentle touch.”

Kelly Staub, director of the WC
diagnostic medical sonography pro-
gram, couldn’t say enough positive
things about her former student.

“She consistently demonstrat-
ed excellence in the classroom and
during her clinical rotations,” Staub
said. “She moved from Oregon to
Texas to pursue her dream of becom-
ing a sonographer, and she made that
dream come true through hard work
and determination.

“I am excited for Talayna and Inna
Begma to represent Weatherford
College at such a renowned facil-
ity. The Mayo Clinic, which has
been ranked the number one
hospital in the nation for seven con-
secutive years, stated students from
the Weatherford College Sonography
Program were top-tier interview can-
didates who excelled in all areas of
their intensive interview process.”

WEATHERFORD COLLEGE

Talayna Halley of Willow Park is ready to continue her education at the

Mayo Clinic.

That’s correct; Halley will move
back north to Minnesota in a few
weeks to work at the Mayo Clinic
alongside her classmate.

She said she’s “kinda” excited
to experience the winters since she
came from a colder state. Now, she
gets to experience the next exciting
step in adulthood, living by her-
self and living out from under her
parents’ roof. And she’ll use the edu-
cation WC has provided to help her
toward her dream career.

“The Mayo Clinic wanted the best
of the best, and since we are new

graduates, they can shape and mold
us. We understand how ultrasounds
work and the various pathologies we
are looking for,” Halley said. “Since
we haven’t worked anywhere else,
they can shape us into the sonogra-
phers they wanted us to be.

“T applied and hoped for the best.
There’s lots of pressure and respon-
sibility on our shoulders. I know
Weatherford College has prepared
me for that. I'm excited about what
the future holds because I've been so
well prepared for it.”

Matt Morris

GUS BATES

s [IRIHOE O IRV i

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS, PROPERTY & CASUALTY,

RETIREMENT PLAN SERVICES

Securities offered through Kestra Investment Services, LLC (Kestra IS), member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through Kestra
Advisory Services, LLC (Kestra AS), an affiliate of Kestra IS. Kestra IS and Kestra AS are not affiliated with Gus Bates Insurance & Investments.

817-529-5325

matt@gusbates.com

Proud to
Support the Aledo
Bearcats

v Y.
or7ls DDS
O ~ssociates

State of the Art Sterilization Room
Invisalign and Zoom! Whitening

Massage Chairs and HDTV

Water Purification System

SIALLID

2551 River Park Dr. Suite 201 * Fort Worth, TX 76116
[EAMIDYADENTISTRYAWHEREJHONES TiY4&JINTEGRITYSMATTER!]

17TH ANNIVERSARY

NGRSO,

OF THE AMERIC [y

GO

Presented by CAYEN DH

D

SATURDAY, JULY 22 10AM
Historic Fort Worth Stockyards

Cowboy Celebration Parade * Live Music « Matinee Rodeo
Armadillo Races * Old West Comedy Gunfight Shows

Kids Games * Contests & More!

PUBLIC 92.1 DB OFM
IMPROVEMENT | !
DISTRICT #11 itk Sounin oF
Weekly t,,’,,,mm an  PENDLETON

FORTWORTHSTOCKYARDS.COM
@ ©® @STOCKYARDSSTATION
O @FWSYSTATION

Proudly supported by Public Improvement District #11
and The Fort Worth Stockyards Business Association

STOCKYARDS

NATIONAL HISTORIC DISTRICT

Fort Worth

5

131 E. EXCHANGE AVENUE
FORT WORTH, TX 76164

©2023 STOCKYARDS HERITAGE
DEVELOPMENT CO.

OR CHOOSE:
2 to 5 Acres
& 69,900

+ Big, stunning views « Gorgeous pastureland « Beautiful mix of scattered trees

Pre-Construction

Land Sale
2 Acres & New Barndo Shell

only$ 1 09 900

Saturday & Sunday
July 297 & 307

« Electric « Asphalt paved roads - High-speed fiber-optic internet « Private well
« Low cost of living « Just 20 minutes to shopping in Granbury
« 30 minutes to Stephenville « Just 35 minutes to Weatherford
« Easy 1 hour commute to Forth Worth « Choose your own builder & build when ready

EXCELLENT TX VET & BANK FINANCING

Ask About Special iltary/Vet Pinn!
Call Now! (866) 952-5398 x415

or visit: RanchesAtStarHollow.com

*Price is for a new 800 sq. ft. barndominium shell to be built on a 2 acre homesite at The Ranches at Star Hollow. An EHO.

=2
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GOLF

Drive, Chip and Putt

L B
/B REGIONAL GUALIFIER

b

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Aledo sixth-grader Brayden Lightfoot won the Drive,
Chip and Putt Regional competition held at Prairie
Lakes Golf Club in Grand Prairie on July 17. Brayden
placed first with a combined score of 124 out of 150.
Brayden will advance to the Sub Regional Competition
to be held at Firewheel Golf Course in Garland on July
28, with a chance to get to the finals in September
2023 at Champions Golf Course in the Woodlands for
the ultimate prize to compete at Augusta National in
April 2024. Brayden participates in the First Tee pro-
gram at Squaw Creek and also the PGA junior League at
Ridglea Country Club in Fort Worth.

GOLF

Ladycats fare well in FW Junior

Two players finish
second in their
divisions

By Rick Mauch

The Community News

Six Aledo Ladycats and one
former member of the squad
competed in the Fort Worth
Junior Golf Association Girls
Championship last week and
two finished as runner-up in
their respective divisions.

All were competing in the
14-18 age category.

Sanaa' Lemen, a recent
graduate, placed second in the
First Flight of Division I with
a four-round total of 342. She

put together rounds of 95, 80,
82, and 85, finishing six shots
back of first place.

Lemen was one of six play-
ing in Division I.

Also placing second was
Reagan Gilliland in the Third
Flight. She posted rounds of 99,
94,101, and 96 for a total of 390,
a dozen back of the winner.

Kennedi Parker took fourth
place in the Third Flight with
a 396 (103-104-101-88),

Harper Price finished seventh
in the Third Flight, shooting
443 (112-112-113-106).

Karlee Shaw competed in
Division II, which played two
rounds. She shot a 197 (100-
97) to place seventh.

The tournament took place
over four days, July 10-13, on
five different courses. Division I
was played at Meadowbrook on

Monday, at Squaw

Kyla Morales was sixth in
the Flight Flight, shoot-
ing 351 (87-81-96-87),
Emily Crick took seventh
in the Second Flight at
364 (93-87-93-91) and

E. o
Read this
story online

Creek on Tuesday, at
Mira Vista Country
Club on Wednesday
and at Rivercrest
Country Club on
Thursday. Division
II was played at

Meadowbrook on Monday and
at Pecan Valley Hills Course on
Tuesday.

“That’s a long four days of
golfin the heat. It makes it that
much more difficult to play
really well every day,” Aledo
Coach Brian Mourning said.
“I'm glad they got a chance to
compete. I'm proud of all the
kids’ efforts.”

The boys championship
was taking place at press time
with Bearcats Jett Moore,
Cade Moore, Braden Stokes,
Grayson Freeman, Helton
Mosiello, William Kirkman,
Brian Yarbrough, and Johnnie
Reed expected to play.

HALL OF FAME

Lightfoot, former player among WHS honorees

Induction in
September

Staff Report

The Community News

After leading the
Weatherford College Coyotes
to the best season in their base-
ball history, head coach Jeff
Lightfoot is being honored by
his alma mater, Weatherford
High School. He is part of the
2023 WHS Hall of Fame class.

Lightfoot, a 1988 WHS
graduate and former mem-
ber of the Kangaroos baseball
team, will be joined by eight

other honorees to be inducted
at a ceremony on Sept. 15 in
a homecoming luncheon. Also
inducted will be another for-
mer Kangaroo baseball player
who played for Lightfoot at
WC, Trooper Reynolds, a 2012
WHS graduate.

Joining them will be for-
mer Kangaroo football player
Gil Gore, a 1967 graduate, and
members of the 1996-97 golf
team, including Jarrod Dickey,
Justin Dickey, KW Gibbins,
Brock Widener, Chad Garren
(posthumously) and coach
Keith Young.

Lightfoot led the Coyotes to
a 53-11 record this past season
and the program earned its
first ever berth in the NJCAA
Division I World Series in
Grand Junction, Colorado. The
Coyotes finished third in the
nation.

Lightfoot is the only coach
the Coyotes have ever had,
reviving the program

Lightfoot has a career
record of 822-537-1, including
618-444-1 at WC. Under his
tutelage, more than 150 former
Coyotes have moved on to play
baseball at universities across
the nation, including more
than 100 at NCAA Division
I programs. Also, 35 for-
mer Coyotes have played

professional baseball

21 years ago. He pre-
viously won a NJCAA
Division III World
Series with Eastfield
College in Mesquite in
2001 and finished as
runner-up in 1998.

including four in the
major leagues, with
former Jake Arrietta
winning a Cy Young
and World Series with
the Chicago Cubs in
2016.
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Don’t forget your four-legged

family member when you travel!
o Ji s Boarding

* Grooming

Heated &
Cooled

Indoor &
Outdoor Runs

e 24-Hour
Attendant

MORITZ

Chevrolet ¢ Chrysler - Jeep « KIA

Moritz Chevrolet - Chrysler - Jeep
Loop 820 & Hwy 580 (Camp Bowie West) - 817-696-2000
Moritz Kia - 8501 I-30 - 817-560-6000

Newly-Upgraded boarding facilities

Ring Leaders Kennel
Aledo 817-441-8071
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