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Three added to Bearcat Leadership Team

District announces
hiring of Assistant
Superintendent of
Student and
Community
Programs, Assistant
Principal at McCall
Elementary School,
and Early Literacy
Specialist

By Mercedes Mayer
Aledo ISD

Aledo ISD has named Dr. Ingia
Saxton as Assistant Superintendent
of Student and Community
Programs, Karen May as Assistant
Principal at McCall Elementary
School, and Audra Ellerbusch as
Early Literacy Specialist.

“I am excited to welcome Dr.
Saxton to Aledo ISD and onto our
Bearcat Leadership Team, and I'm
very happy that Mrs. May and Mrs.
Ellerbusch will continue important
roles in our district with different
leadership positions,” Aledo ISD
Superintendent Dr. Susan Bohn
said. “We are lucky to have all
of them as a part of our Bearcat

Ingia Saxton

Leadership Team, and I can’t wait
to see them work in their new lead-
ership roles.”

Saxton, an Aledo High School
alumni, will be the district’s
Assistant Superintendent of Student
and Community Programs and will
begin that role in July. Saxton has
been the chief of secondary schools
at New Braunfels ISD since 2021.
Prior to that, she was the director of
district and administrative services
at Brock ISD. Saxton also served as
the principal at Brock Junior High
and Brock Intermediate, and she
was a school counselor at Brock
Junior High.

Saxtonwasalsoaschool counselor
in the Eagle Mountain-Saginaw ISD,
assistant principal and counselor at

Audra Ellerbusch

Karen May

Caddo Grove Elementary in Joshua
ISD, and ESL and Science Lab
and Learning Lab teacher at Elder
Elementary in Joshua ISD.

Saxton has a bachelor’s degree
from the University of North Texas,
a master’s degree from Tarleton
State University and a Ph.D. in edu-
cational leadership from TCU.

“Iam blessed to have the opportu-
nity to return to my roots in Bearcat
Country to step into the role as
Assistant Superintendent

and community members to prepare
our students for their future.”

May will be the assistant prin-
cipal at McCall Elementary School.
She has been an assistant principal
at McAnally Middle School (and
formerly McAnally Intermediate)
since 2019. Prior to that, May served
as a special education teacher at
Hughes Middle School in Burleson
ISD and as an English-language
arts-reading teacher at Leonard
Middle School in Fort Worth ISD.
May has a bachelor’s degree from
Oral Roberts University and a mas-
ter’s degree from the University of
Texas at Arlington.

“I'm so excited to join the McCall
family,” May said. “I've been so bless-
ed to be a part of McAnally for the
last four years, leading and serv-
ing through many transitions. This
move to McCall brings me back to
my first love of elementary educa-
tion. I will be able to mold young
minds and grow greatness at the
start of our Bearcats’ educational
journey. It’s bittersweet to

of Community and
Student Programs,” Saxton
said. “I look forward to
supporting Aledo ISD as
we continue to grow while
working alongside amaz-

Read this
story online

leave my McCats, but getting
to create exceptional expe-
riences for future McAnally
McCats is an honor.”
Ellerbusch will serve
Aledo ISD as an Early

ing staff, students, parents,

Literacy Specialist. She has

PARKER COUNTY

New sub courthouse officially opened

Old Weatherford Road
location provides
breathing room for
county services

By Randy Keck
The Community News

Elected officials and well wishers
joined with the East Parker County
Chamber of Commerce to hold
a ribbon cutting at the new East
Parker County Sub Courthouse on
Tuesday, May 16.

The facility, located at 16600
Old Weatherford Road (just to the
south of the Morningstar develop-
ment), houses an office of the Parker
County Tax Assessor-Collector, the
Pct. 4 Constable, and the Pct. 4
Justice of the Peace. Vehicle regis-
trations can be handled at the new
office both through in-person visits
and by way of a drive-thru window.

The building’s functions relo-
cated from the old Brookshire’s
building on the north side of I-20 in
Willow Park.

County Judge Pat Deen said the
new sub courthouse was a step in
the right direction, as it is owned by
the county. The county was paying
rent at the previous location.

In addition to a courtroom for
Justice of the Peace Pct. 4 Tim
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been a kindergarten teacher at
Vandagriff Elementary School since
2015. Prior to that, Ellerbusch was a
Pre-K teacher at a private childcare
center and a kindergarten teacher
at Ridglea Hills Elementary School
in Fort Worth ISD. Ellerbusch also
coached volleyball and track at Lake
Country Christian School, and she
was a before- and after-school teach-
er and summer Pre-K teacher at
Calvary Christian School. Ellerbusch
has a bachelor’s degree from the
University of North Texas, and she
completed the district’s Teacher
Leadership Cohort (TLC) in 2022.
She is expected to graduate with a
master’s of education in curriculum
and instruction from Tarleton State
University in May of 2024.

“It has been my joy and passion
over my 21 years in education to
teach young students to read and
write,” Ellerbusch said. “I am excited
to be stepping into the role of Early
Literacy Specialist and can’t wait to
support our teachers, staff, and the
youngest students of Aledo ISD next
year in this new role.”

PAC WATCH

We are still watching, but as
of press time the required
finance report for the
Concerned Parents of Aledo
political action committee is
still not on file with the Texas
Ethics Commission.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

The East Parker County Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon cutting at the new East Parker County Sub Courthouse on Tuesday, May 16. County officials
shown in front are (from left) Tax Assessor-Collector Jenny Gentry, County Judge Pat Deen, Pct. 4 Commissioner Mike Hale (cutting the ribbon), and Pct. 4

Justice of the Peace Tim Mendolia.

Mendolia, the building has a jury
room with an adjacent office for a
deputy, a meeting room for attor-
neys and a room that can serve as an
office for a station deputy.

The land for the facility was
donated to the county by the
Morningstar development.

The Tax Assessor-Collector office
is open from weekdays. Auto regis-
tration is open from 8 a.m. to 4:45
p.m., but closed from 12-1 for lunch.
Title hours are from 8 a.m. to 11:45
a.m. and 1 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

The Justice of the Peace office
is open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. week-
days, but closed from 12-1 for lunch.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

The new East Parker County Sub Courthouse will provide more convenient facilities for local residents to conduct
county business. The new building contains a courtroom for JP Pct. 4 proceedings.
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Capital Highlights

Fort Hood renamed after Korean, Vietnam war hero

Gary Borders

gborders@texaspress.com

It’s official. Fort Hood,
named for a high-ranking
Confederate officer in the Civil
War, has been renamed Fort
Cavazos, in honor of native
Texan Richard E. Cavazos, the
country’s first Hispanic four-
star general.

Fort Cavazos is the Army’s
largest armored, active-duty mil-
itary installation, according to a
report in the Austin American-
Statesman. It is one of nine that
are being renamed around the
country, based on recommenda-
tions from a naming committee
commissioned by Congress
to remove the names, symbols
and displays that honor the
Confederacy.

Cavazos was widely decorated
for his service during the Korean
and Vietnam wars, receiving two
Distinguished Service Cross med-
als during his military career. He
died in 2017 at 88.

State rep expelled from
Texas House

The Texas House voted 147-0
to expel state Rep. Bryan Slaton
after an investigating commit-
tee determined he engaged in

inappropriate behavior with
a 19-year-old legislative aide.
Slaton, R-Royce City, was found
to have had sexual intercourse
with the aide, who works in
his office, and to have supplied
alcohol to an underaged person
on at least three occasions, the
Statesman reported.

Slaton resigned the day before
the vote to expel him but would
have remained an officeholder
and been paid until a succes-
sor was elected through a special
election.

“Expulsion of a member of
this body is rare,” House Speaker
Dade Phelan said. “Mr. Slaton’s
predatory behavior merits such
a consequence. I am proud of my
colleagues for holding each of us
accountable.”

Slaton is the first House mem-
ber to be expelled since 1927,
according to the Statesman.

Texans enjoy a
cooler-than-average
April

The state enjoyed somewhat
cooler temperatures in April than
in years past, according to Dr.
Mark Wentzel, a hydrologist with
the Texas Water Development
Board. The eastern half of the
state  experienced

with half the state, East and
coastal Texas, experiencing
well-above-average rainfall, while
the other half, West Texas and
the Panhandle, received well-be-
low-normal precipitation,”
Wentzel wrote.

Drought conditions dropped
12 percentage points compared
to the end of March, with 55%
of the state now under drought.
The arrival of the El Nifio weath-
er system by fall is forecast to
bring above-average rainfall to
the state and lead to widespread
drought relief by the end of
2023.

Eight more counties
added to disaster
declaration

The Federal Emergency
Management Agency has added
eight more Texas counties to a
disaster declaration after an
early February ice storm caused
considerable damage across
wide swaths of the state, Gov.
Greg Abbott announced last
week.

“This update will help sup-
port ongoing recovery efforts in
Texas communities impacted by
Winter Storm Mara in February,”
Abbott said.

The eight added to the

above-average rain-
fall, though drought
conditions persisted
in the central part of
the state, from Laredo
to the Panhandle.

Read this
story online

13 already approved by
FEMA are Falls, Hopkins,
Red River, Anderson,
Gillespie, Kerr, Kimble
and Limestone counties.
The counties are now

“Precipitation
varied considerably,

eligible for federal fund-
ing for debris removal
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and repairs to infrastructure.

House considers
modified version of

Senate voucher bill

An 80-page version of the
Senate’s school voucher pro-
posal is now before the House
education committee, the Texas
Tribune reported. This version
would cut the number of stu-
dents eligible for the program,
modify the state’s standardized
testing program, and eliminate
the Senate bill’s restriction on
teaching about gender and sexual
orientation.

A move to get the bill quickly
out of committee failed after state
Rep. Ernest Bailes, R-Shepherd,
questioned why the committee
wanted to move forward without
holding a public hearing.

“You're trying to bring an
80-page substitution to this body
and force a vote without thought-
ful deliberation,” Bailes said.
House committees have until
May 20 to vote on Senate bills
to advance them to the full floor.

The Senate version of the bill
would give parents who opt out
of the public school system up
to $8,000 in taxpayer money to
pay for a child’s private schooling
and related educational expens-
es, such as textbooks or tutoring.

Casino bill dies; sports
betting advances

The bid to bring casino gam-
bling to Texas is again officially
dead, the Texas Tribune reported.

“Members, I do know when
it’s time to fold ’em,” state Rep.
Charlie Geren, R-Fort Worth, said
Friday as he postponed consider-
ation of House Joint Resolution
155 until Jan. 12, 2027. A related
bill sponsored by state Rep. John
Kuempel, R-Seguin, was also
postponed until after the session.

A separate bill to legal-
ize online sports betting barely
made it out of the House. Both
measures required a two-thirds
majority to be put on the ballot as
proposed constitutional amend-
ments. The Tribune reported that
bill faces long odds in the Senate,
where Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick, the
presiding officer, has said his
chamber does not have enough
votes to pass it.

Gary Borders is a wveteran
award-winning Texas journalist.
He published a number of com-
munity newspapers in Texas
during a 30-year span, includ-
ing in Longuview, Fort Stockton,
Nacogdoches and Cedar Park.
Email: gborders@texaspress.com.

GuestColumn

Texas takes giant leap forward
on flying vehicles

Rahul Sreenivasan

merrill.davis@texas2036.org

It might sound like science
fiction, but the first highway for
flying vehicles is already being
developed in the skies over
Alliance Airport north of Fort
Worth. And an air corridor for
flying taxis and ambulances
could be a reality within the next
three to five years.

Texas lawmakers have taken
note and have made bold steps
this legislative session to ensure
the state’s continued leadership
in the development of flying vehi-
cle technology through passage
of legislation to help guide the

growth of this emerging high-
tech field.

Their work came to fruition
late last week when Senate Bill
2144 by state Sen. Tan Parker,
R-Flower Mound, and spon-
sored by state Rep. David Cook,
R-Mansfield, was signed into law
by Gov. Greg Abbott.

The legislation establish-
es the Advanced Air Mobility
Advisory Committee to address
implementation of flying vehicle
technology. It builds on efforts
begun two years ago on urban air
mobility.

What is advanced air mobil-
ity? SB 2144 defines the term as
“an aviation transportation sys-
tem that uses a highly automated
aircraft, manned or

began collaborating with the
Texas-born Vertical Flight Society
nearly 10 years ago to explore
opportunities in this evolving
field. SB 2144 takes further steps
to ensure Texas will be on track to
be a leader in this trillion-dollar
industry.

This legislation aims to
power a coordinated push in this
nascent flying vehicle technology
— from private aerospace lead-
ers like Boeing to government
agencies like NASA to higher ed
institutions like the University of
Texas at Austin and Texas A&M
University.

In addition, SB 2144 would
coordinate efforts by the state’s
workforce and education agen-

cies to ensure Texans have

unmanned, to transport
passengers or cargo at
lower altitudes.”

the skills they would need
to work in the air mobility
industry.

Flying vehicles SB 2144 represents a
might seem exotic, but i strong step in the right
they’re as Texan as the Read this direction in coordinating
pickup truck. NASA [storyonline | ooylations and processes

to encourage development and
deployment of flying vehicle
technologies.

For Texas to continue being
a destination for businesses and
people, our state should foster
an environment that incubates
innovation in how we transport
both goods and ourselves.

The creation of an advisory
panel on air mobility will help
shepherd the development of
these cutting-edge technologies.
While this represents just the
first steps, they are important
ones. If this is to become a giant
leap forward for all Texans, our
leaders must continue to look for
innovative ways to push the air
mobility industry forward in the
years and decades to come.

Rahul Sreenivasan is a policy
advisor at Texas 2036, working on
state budget, government perfor-
mance and transportation.
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April 2023 Bearcats that I get one more year to watch him to get through an introduction has a connection with a teacher, his class. He certainly keeps me on my
P her grow and flourish! of an activity for class, because of his humor really shines and he is witty toes. It will be exciting to see what
of Character honored humorous facial expressions he dis- and funny kid! Thank you, Wyatt, his future holds.”
for humor Willie Salmon, 12th grade plays when getting excited about an  for helping us all remember to enjoy
Aledo Learning Center engineering build or activity. Kyleis the moment and that laughter is Jordan Rodriguez, 1st grade
::j:ﬂls?)rcedes Mayer Willie is always in a good mood constantly cracking the staff and his important! McCall Elementary School

The Aledo ISD Board of Trustees
recently honored 11 students with
the Bearcats of Character designa-
tion. Aledo ISD began recognizing
Bearcats of Character shortly after
beginning the character education
program Positivity Project - or P2 - in
2021-2022.

P2 says that a person with the
character strength of humor is
skilled at seeing the funny side of
things, bringing smiles and laughter
to others, and identifying and com-
municating the absurdities in life.
It is also well known that humor
has health benefits as well — both
mental and physical. Humor plays
an important role in stretching the
mind to look at things from a differ-
ent perspective, and it also promotes
positive emotions within individuals,
better connections between groups,
and even helps to improve focus.

Below are the Bearcats of
Character along with comments
from their nominations.

Stover Salmon

Aiden Stover, 11th grade
Aledo High School

Aiden is a spectacular addition
to my day. She always has a smile
and something funny to say. You
will also never wonder what Aiden
is thinking because her face says it
all. She is a true joy and I am so glad

and enjoys laughing. He can find the
humor in just about anything and
shows his humor in his interactions
with others. Among all of his great
qualities, Willie is great at making
people smile, especially when they
are having a bad day. He tries to
lift others up with a silly joke or a
smile. Principal Cheryl Jones said
of Willie, “Sometimes, I don’t think
he even realizes he is doing it, it
is just part of his good nature and
kind heart. And he has great taste in
music!” His science teacher, Gayla
Fernandez, commented that he has
a “pleasant personality” and that he
“loves a good laugh.”

Stodola Hudman

Kyle Stodola, 9th grade
Daniel Ninth Grade Campus

Kyle uses humor in an appro-
priate manner to encourage and
reinforce others with positive intent.
Mr. Albin shared that Kyle made
a 3D printed model of his (Mr.
Albin’s) bald head and face with
octopus tentacles and called it an
Albinopod! The students and Mr.
Albin got a kick out of this creation
and thought it was hilarious! Mrs.
Cooper shared that Kyle enthusias-
tically dresses up for every dress up
day and genuinely has fun promot-
ing school spirit through his chosen
costumes. Mr. Bruton shared that
Kyle tends to make it difficult for

peers up with his humorous antics
and consistently adds great energy
and humor to our day!

Ledger Hudman, 6th grade
Aledo Middle School

Ledger is always finding the joy
and humor in things that happen.
Each day he comes to class and
brightens the room with his sense of
humor and quick wittedness. I love
that he is able to do this without
disrupting class, staying respectful
to his teacher and without making
anyone feel left out or picked on.
Even when things don’t go his way,
he is able to find a sliver of humor
to it. If he can tell that someone is
having a bad day, he is quickly able
to cheer them up with a quick joke
or a silly remark. Nothing seems to
stop him in finding joy and humor
even when it is difficult. Ledger is an
excellent example of the character
strength humor.

Bobo Case

Wyatt Bobo, 7th grade
McAnally Middle School

Wyatt’s social studies teacher,
Mr. Landrum, shared that “Wyatt
always catches me off guard with
random comments. It always seems
that he’s able to get alaugh out of me
in a way that other students can’t.
His humor is truly genuine, too, and
always brightens my eighth period.”
Teachers recognize that when Wyatt

Rosie Case, 5th grade
Annetta Elementary School

From Ms. Williams, 5th grade
teacher: “Rosie brings joy to the peo-
ple around her every day with her
wit and humorous personality. She
is so funny! Along with humor, Rosie
also displays the character strengths
of self-control and social awareness
by choosing the correct times and
places to make jokes and be silly. She
makes us laugh every day and makes
our classroom a happier place!”

Hungerford Rodriguez

Ethan Hungerford, 4th grade
Coder Elementary School

From Laura Patton, 4th Grade
Teacher: “Ethan has a bright smile
and contagious energy. His zest to
laugh and bring joy to others around
him are strong personality traits.
Ethan loves to be amazed and is
intensely curious, fun-loving and
happy. It is a true pleasure to have
him in my class!”

From Mrs. Andrews, Music
Teacher : “Ethan is a bright student
who is usually thinking 2-3 steps
ahead of me. He almost always has
a connection to whatever it is I'm
teaching, and his gift is making us
laugh. If he can’t think of a joke that
relates, he makes one up. On multi-
ple occasions, he has created a new
song that may (or may not) go along
with what we are doing in music

Jordan’s teacher, Mrs. Bryant,
had this to say about Jordan: “Jordan
lights up the classroom when he
comes in. He loves to dance and
giggle. His laugh is so contagious
you can’t help but smile and laugh
with him. We love his humor and
happiness! What a blessing he is to
McCall!”

Abstein

Pritchett

Dexter Pritchett, 2nd grade
Stuard Elementary School

Mrs. Mooney, 2nd grade teach-
er, said “Dex’s smile lights up every
room he is in. His humor is full of
joy and is always for something pos-
itive. Dex is continually helping to
bring a smile to face of others. He is
funny, witty, and such a light in the
world!”

Henry Abstein, 3rd Grade
Vandagriff Elementary School

Specials teachers say that Henry
can find the appropriate humor in
most situations. He always has a
smile on his face that is contagious
to others.

Ms. K says Henry is always
cheerful and usually smiling in my
class. He also likes to ham it up
sometimes too, in order to make
friends laugh! Henry has a very fun
personality and I'm happy to wel-
come him to class.

Turn to BEARCATS, page A4
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BASEBALL

Weatherford College earns first
World Series berth

Next stop: Grand Junction

By Crystal Woerly
Weatherford College

For the first time in school history,
Weatherford College will play for a national
championship in baseball.

The Coyotes (50-9) outlasted New Mexico
Junior College 15-13 to win the Region V
Tournament championship on Tuesday at
Roger Williams Ballpark. WC earned a berth
in the 10-team NJCAA Division I World
Series, known as the JUCO World Series, in
Grand Junction, Colorado, happening May
27 to June 3.

Weatherford is ranked No. 5 in the coun-
try; New Mexico is No. 9. It was WC’s
18th consecutive win.

When the game began Monday

the area. The contest was postponed until
Tuesday afternoon.

Weatherford quickly tacked on three runs
when play resumed, giving the Coyotes a
15-8 lead.

But New Mexico wasn't done. The
Thunderbirds put five more runs on the
board in the top of the ninth inning. The
Coyotes got the final out and the celebration
ensued for the team’s first regional title.

Robin Villeneuve continued to produce
at the plate, going 3-for-3 with three dou-
bles, three RBI and three runs scored. Jack
Clark was 2-for-3 with two runs. Jack Arthur
and Josh Zapata each hit home runs.

Charlie Giese got the hard-earned win
on the mound, scattering nine hits over five
and two-thirds innings Monday. Giese gave

up five earned runs and two walks

night, Weatherford built a 10-1 lead
by the bottom of the fourth inning.
But New Mexico had a six-run out-
burst in the fifth and sixth innings.
WC had a 12-8 lead in the bot-
tom of the seventh when the game

Read thi
story online

while striking out four.

The NJCAA will release seedings
and a bracket for the tournament.
Watch wecathletics.com and WC’s
athletics social media feeds for
updated information on the
tournament.

was delayed due to lightning in

=

WEATHERFORD COLLEGE

The Weatherford College Coyotes players, coaches and fans have plenty to celebrate as
the team qualified for its first ever NJCAA Division | World Series by winning the Region 5
championship on their home field. The Coyotes (50-9) defeated New Mexico Junior College
15-13 Tuesday, May 16, for their 18th consecutive victory to clinch the berth. For coach Jeff
Lightfoot, he previously led Eastfield College in Mesquite to the 2001 NJCAA Division IlI

World Series championship in 2001.

BEARCATS

from page A3

Mrs. Grimm says Henry is not only a
hardworking student, he has a kind and
wonderful spirit. He almost always has a
smile on his face, which is quite infectious.
He likes to laugh and he likes to make oth-
ers laugh. He doesn’t know a stranger and
can talk to students and adults alike with
the greatest of ease. If anyone needs to be
cheered up, Henry is the student to call!

Will Wurster, 5th Grade
Walsh Elementary School

From Will’s teacher, Mrs. Campbell:
“I have seen firsthand how Will’s humor

has positively impacted our classroom
and school community. He has an incred-
ible ability to make others laugh, even
during challenging or stressful situations.
Whether it’s through witty comments,
hilarious impressions, or clever puns, Will’s
humor always brings a smile to everyone’s
face. He is able to cre-
ate a lighthearted and
fun atmosphere in our
classroom, which helps
to boost morale and
relieve tension. I am
honored (and delight-
ed) to be a part of the
joy he brings to school
each day”

@ Cirra

HIGH SPEED INTERNET
SPEEDING IS ENCOURAGED

(817) 259-1100 | www.cirranet.net

705 N FM 1187

P.O. Box 967

Aledo, Texas 76008
www.DoyleMoss.com
817-441-9053

Fax 817-441-7145

" Linda Moss
linda@doylemoss.com

Doyle Moss
doyle@doylemoss.com

Serving Rarlker Coungy and alll of e sinee 1972,

AUTO - HOME - LIFE - HEALTH
COMMERCIAL AUTO - BUSINESS
WORKERS COMP - RENTERS
COMMERCIAL PROPERTY

WE REPRESENT:
¢ Alistate

e Mercury

¢ Germania

¢ The Hartford

¢ Progressive

¢ Safeco

¢ State Auto

e Zurich

¢ Travelers

Megan Hendricks penimEnviothB s

Megan@doylemoss.com
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Live Your Best Life at

The Best Price
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"HARVEST

SENIOR LIVING

of Aledo

INDEPENDENT LIVING
ASSISTED LIVING | MEMORY CARE

% % % %k % Amenities and Services
for a Price that Gives You Peace of Mind

e Full Continuum of Care

* Spacious, Pet-friendly Apartments
e Private Villas with Full Kitchens

* Restaurant-style Dining Daily

» 24/7 Compassionate Care

* On-site Physical Therapy Available
* Dog Park, Salon, & MORE!

LIMITED HOMES AVAILABLE
CALL 682-452-1276
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Contact Us!
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Community Life

Happy 100th birthday!

Well wishers celebrate
Jean Buford’s special
day

By Rick Mauch
The Community News

In a century of living, Jean Buford
has clearly seen a lot.

But even she was overwhelmed
by the turnout for her 100th birthday
party Thursday, May 11, at the Parker
County Senior Center. A crowd of
about 200 in attendance joined the
Webster Brothers (Don and John)
in singing happy birthday, among
other activities to show their love for
their favorite centenarian, who hit
the century mark the next day.

“I'm overcome. You just don’t
know how much I appreciate this,”
Jean told the crowd. “Thank you!
Thank you! Thank you!”

Jean is generally considered an
inspiration for anyone who knows
her. She lives by herself, still drives,
goes to church each Sunday, and she
volunteers at nursing facilities and
enjoys coming to the Senior Center
regularly for fellowship.

“My license is good for one more
year, Jean said. “I have a 2002 Buick
and it doesn’t even have 40,000
miles on it”

Then, she added with a laugh, “I
don’t intend to buy another.”

Judging from the love that was in
the room, odds are a collection could
be taken up to get Jean a new car if
she changed her mind.

The day’s activities also included
a proclamation from Weatherford
Mayor Paul Paschall, a reading of a
letter from Governor Greg Abbott,
and the presentation of a flag from
State Senator Phil King’s office.

And for anyone who might think
Jean is frail at her age, Jennifer
Bledsoe, Director of Operations for
Parker County Committee on Aging,
told a story indicating otherwise.
She said Jean fell recently and it
was suggested she go to the hospital
for stitches, to which Jean replied, “I
don’t need stitches. I'll just have to
come back and have them taken out.”

“This woman is the most amazing
woman. You inspire me so much,’
Bledsoe said.

The day included Jean’s favorite
lunch, meat loaf. Also, every plate
had a small cupcake on it wishing
Jean a happy birthday.

“When you grew up in the depres-
sion, you ate meat loaf,” Jean said.

Many came forward to have
their picture taken with Jean, who
was presented with a crown. It’s the
second time in a month she’s been
crowned as she was also the queen at
the recent Senior Prom at the Parker
County Sheriff’s Posse Event Center.

A group of students from
Weatherford Christian School dressed
up as Rosie the Riveter in her honor.
Among the many accomplishments
in her life, Jean was a World War II
Navy WAVE. A couple of the many
well-wishing posters hanging up in
the Senior Center referred to her as
the “Original Rosie the Riveter.”

“She’s become very dear to me.
She went to (Texas) Tech and I did as
well, so we started with that in com-
mon,” said her good friend and Senior
Center volunteer Mendy Billingsley.
“She’s a beautiful person. I've never
met anyone else like her and I'm sure
I never will again. She’s just Jean.”

Sheri Matherley, a new volunteer
at the Senior Center, only recently
met Jean but said the immediately
made a strong impact on her life.

“She’s a great inspiration.
Something really neat is my son,
who turns 19 tomorrow, shares her
birthday,” she said.

A special surprise for Jean was
the arrival of her daughter Annie
Stephenson and son-in-law J.D.
Stephenson.

“My kids

weren’t supposed

to be here until Friday,” said an

excited Jean. “I'm ecstatic. I knew
they (Senior Center) were going to
do a little something, but not this!”

Jo Saunders, also a Senior Center
volunteer, has known Jean for a
couple years. She said Jean is the
epitome of getting everyone you can
out of life for as long as you can.

“She doesn’t sit home like a lot
of people when they are aging. She’s
involved. She gets out,” Saunders
said. “She appreciates life.”

A special highlight was when
the Webster Brothers dedicated the
hymn “How Great Thou Art” to Jean
and the audience joined in singing.

“I think Jean is an inspiration
and an example of God’s blessings in
our lives,” Don Webster said. “We are
honored to be able to celebrate her
100th birthday”
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RICK MAUCH/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Well wishers signed a big card for
Jean Buford.

RICK MAUCH/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Jennifer Bledsoe, Director of Operations for Parker County Committee on
Aging, reads a special birthday card to Jean Buford, for her birthday

RICK MAUCH/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Jean Buford celebrates her 100th birthday with daughter Annie Stephenson

and son-in-law J.D. Stephenson.

RICK MAUCH/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Jean Buford is overwhelmed at the attention surrounding her 100th
birthday as Judy Flanagin from State Senator Phil King's office honors her.

L
RICK MAUCH/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Judy Flanagin, with the assistance of Captain John Stuart US Navy,
presents a flag on behalf of Senator Phil King's office to Jean Buford.

RICK MAUCH/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

A large crowd turned out at the Parker County Senior Center to celebrate Jean Buford and wish her a Happy 100th

Birthday.

5189 E. I-20 Service Rd N
Suite 106
Willow Park, TX 76087

Office: 817.441.2255
Cell: 817.538.6846

Jim@MartinLandSales.com

RailheadRealty.com

TX BROKER®

&

Propane Sales
and Service

On the Square
in Weatherford

103 W. Church * 817-596-8758 « 817-594-2612

OF PROPANE
1958-2019

Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry

Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C.
Michael Ball, D.D.S., PL.L.C.

Diplomate of American Board of Pediatric Dentistry
Fellow of American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101

Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087
Ofc: 817-441-2425

Fax: 817-441-2491
www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com
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ACREAGE

LAND FOR SALE. Hunting, recreational, retirement.
Hill Country, Trans Pecos regions in South Texas.
30-year fixed rate, owner financing, 5% down.
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com. 800-876-9720.

Big Acreage Bargains! Beautiful 25 to 100+ acre
hunting & recreational tracts — perfect for wildlife
spectators, hunters & nature enthusiasts. Prime location
in Brady, the heart of Texas. High speed internet!
877-333-7390 x 52, RanchesAtBuckRidgeTX.com.

ADOPTION

California couple promises baby loving home, full
time mom. Secure future, educational opportunities,
gentle dog. Generous living expenses. Danielle/Ed
818-356-6981 or attorney 310-663-3467.

EVENTS

Discover Secrets of Ancient Egypt, An Evening
with Dr. Zahi Hawass. The time to reveal the
secrets of ancient Egypt has finally come! Exciting

announcements & new groundbreaking discoveries
will be revealed for the very first time! Houston: June
22.; Dallas, June 24; San Antonio: June 27. Register
now at ZahiLectures.com.

GENERATORS

Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC
home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low
Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE Quote. Call
now before the next power outage: 1-855-704-8579.

HOMEOWNER ASSISTANCE

Texas Homeowner Assistance — Behind on
home loans, property taxes, or utility bills due to
COVIID 19? To learn more and apply now, visit
texashomeownerassistance.com. We’re here to help.

PETS AND LIVESTOCK

Use Happy Jack® Kennel Dip™ as an area spray to
control fleas, ticks, stable flies & mosquitoes where they
breed. At Tractor Supply® (www.fleabeacon.com).

m
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Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing
a Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our
case managers simplify the process & work hard to
help with your case. Call 1-844-494-0689 FREE
Consultation. Local Attorneys Nationwide Mail: 2420
N St. NW, Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL
(TX/NM Bar.)

OIL & GAS RIGHTS

‘We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility
with the compact design and long-lasting bat-
tery of Inogen One. Free information kit! Call
866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467.
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

UTILITY ASSISTANCE

Texas Utility Help. Tap into our money to pay your
water bill. TexasUtilityHelp.com.

WANTED

Need Extra Cash — I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes
—Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition — Old/New, Dirty
or Clean! I PAY CAS$H. No Title — No Problem, we
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network
221 Participating Texas Newspapers ¢ Regional Ads
Start At $250 « Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We

urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

CITY OF WILLOW PARK, TEXAS
ORDINANCE NO. 874-23

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
WILLOW PARK, TEXAS, ADOPTING A FEE SCHEDULE FOR SOLID
WASTE COLLECTION AND RECYCLING SERVICES IN THE CITY;
PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BE CUMULATIVE OF
ALL ORDINANCES; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

PASSED AND APPROVED ON THIS DAY 9TH DAY OF MAY, 2023.

CRYSTAL R. DOZIER, TRMC
CITY SECRETARY
CITY OF WILLOW PARK

NEED EXTRA CASH !l 2??

1 BUY RVs &
MOBILE HOMES

Travel Trailers « 5th Wheels
Goosenecks « Bumper Pulls

m In Any Area!!! Any Condition!!! m

Old/New !!! Dirty or Clean !!!

I PAY CASH 956-466-7001
No Title — No Problem — We Can Apply For One
ANR Enterprises
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DR. ZAHI HAW

THE WORLD’S MOST FAMOUS ARCHAEOLOGIST

Houston: June 22 at 6 PM
Dallas: June 24 at 6 PM
San Antonio: June 27 at 6 PM

THE TIME TO REVEAL THE SECRETS
OF ANCIENT EGYPT HAS FINALLY COME!

EXCITING ANNOUNCEMENTS & NEW
GROUNDBREAKING DISCOVERIES THAT
WILL BE REVEALED FOR THE VERY
FIRST TIME!

Register now at: @ ZahiLectures.com

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Competitive sealed bids addressed to the City Secretary/Administrator
of the Town of Annetta, Texas will be received at Town Hall, 450
Thunder Head Lane/P.0. Box 1150, Annetta, Texas 76008 until 12:00
PM (local time) on June 12, 2023 for the furnishing of all labor, materi-
als, and equipment and the performing of all work required in the con-
struction of a 49 feet by 50 feet rigid frame shop, with a 20 feet by 50
feet lean-to and pouring the foundation for the building for storage in
Annetta, and other improvements incidental thereto, at which time and
place the proposals will be publicly opened and read aloud.

BIDS shall be submitted in sealed envelopes upon the blank form of pro-
posal furnished. Sealed envelopes shall be marked “RFP for Rigid Frame
Shop in Annetta, Texas. DO NOT OPEN UNTIL 12:00 PM, June 12, 2023.

PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS and contract documents may be
examined without charge at the Annetta Town Hall, 450 Thunder
Head Lane, Annetta, Texas 76008.

In case of ambiguity or lack of clearness in stating proposal prices,
the Owner reserves the right to adopt the most advantageous con-
struction thereof, or to reject any or all bids. No bid may be with-
drawn within sixty (60) days after date on which bids are opened.

THE TOWN OF ANNETTA
ADVERTISEMENT DATES:
May 19, 2023
May 26, 2023

Proposals for Aledo Elementary #7

CORE Construction, Inc., Construction Manager at Risk for Aledo ISD
is requesting Competitive Proposals from subcontractors and suppliers
for the Aledo Elementary #7. Please provide GMP 2 proposals based
on current construction documents 80% Construction Documents.

Proposals for Aledo Elementary #7 are due on Tuesday, June 6th,
2023, by 2:00 pm CST.

Submit via email to bidstx@coreconstruction.com, through Building
Connected or by hand delivery to CORE Construction, 6320 Research
Road, Frisco, TX 75033.

CORE Construction will be hosting an in-person Prebid + Outreach
Event in Aledo, TX on Thursday, May 25th, 2023, from 1:00pm -
3:00pm. Refreshments to be provided.

Location: Aledo ISD Administration Building, Board Room, 1008
Bailey Ranch Road, Aledo, TX 76008

PLEASE RSVP HERE: https://www.eventcreate.com/e/aledoes?

Please reach out to Conner Wade with any questions: Connerwade@
coreconstruction.com.

Ph: 972-955-6292
Last day for RFI’s will be Thursday May 30th, 2023, by 12:00pm.
Plans are available via Building Connected and area plan rooms.

All interested subcontractors and suppliers including Local, HUB,
MBE, WBE SBE are encouraged to participate.

Business Cards
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Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

(817) 249-2028

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t
Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

Ken Hartman, Proprietor

TRACTOR MOWING SERVICES

CALEB W, COX
B

A
1 7-980-2709

Office: 817-565-4658
Talk and text 817-771-9661

ROSS GUTTERS

In Business Since 1995

5 & 6 Inch Seamless Gutters * Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial « New & Repair

FREE SPLASH BLOCKS FOR A LIMITED TIME

€@ a2°
"

LANCE NORMAN ROOFING

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

Insurance Claims Handled

* COMPOSITION SHINGLES
* WOOD SHINGLES

* NEW ROOFS « REROOFS
* REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 - mobile (817) 996-2726

KIMBERLY MEYER,

ABR, CRS, GRI

' REALTOR®
CBOL_S:(VEEA_L Cell (817) 929-0347
REALTY kimberly.meyer@cbdfw.com

5924 Convair Drive #420
Fort Worth, TX 76109
www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer

Global Luxu ry Specia list EOperaled by a subsidary m
— of NRT, LLC
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HEARING
CARE CENTER

CHAPPELL

4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702

Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre

Phone: 817.263.1971

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com

1187 MINI STORAG

We have lots of room
for your stuff!

1515 E. FM 1187 - Aledo, Texas - 81 7-504-7662
Call for availability - Boat & RV parking - $50:.

DRAKE
ELECTRICAL
SERVICES L.L.C.

817-441-8633

* « NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS - -

RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR « LICENSED & INSURED
TECL #19987

/\
BILLY HARRIS ROOFING

Thousands of Lifelong Customers.

Same Name & Number Since 1973

817-249=-3338 Same Crews Since 1992 & s

With the same name and number since 1973, Billy Harris Roofing is here before, during and after the Texas
storms. Billy Harris Roofing has had the same crews since 1992 which has paved the way to 10 consecutive
Angie’s List Super Service Awards since 2006. Billy Harris Roofing prides itself on quality... not quantity!
Give the experts a call today and find out for yourself why tt ds of life-long ]
have put their trust in Billy Harris Roofing « 817-249-3338 « www.billyharris-roofing.com

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS®

Financial Advisor

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100

Aledo, TX 76008

Bus. 817-441-4108 « Fax 800-656-0301
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com

www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

10x10 $65 ¢ 10x20 $95 « 10x30 $140
OIL, GAS, &

WE B u MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)

Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422
LOBO MINERALS, LLG

PO Box 1800 + Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

Vanity Tops Tubs
Whirlpool Tubs Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE

2927 Greenlee Park Trail
Weatherford, Texas 76088

Natural Granite * Solid Surface ¢ Silestone
817-341-8970



http://www.edwardjones.com
http://www.billyharris-roofing.com
http://www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
http://www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer

Events

B3

May 19, 2023
THE COMMUNITY NEWS
www.community-news.com

More events can be found at www.community-news.com/calendar

Pre-Packaged School Supp
for the 2023-2024 school year

lles

ON SALE NOWI

Wit our website for mora information, o list of campus

cedas, and tha link te arder your child's scheed supglias T¢:‘Iml.
wwadledoptoorgfachoolsupplies

Irmportant MNoticel
The Alede PTO will NOT be ordering any extra fo sell on our website in August
The only woy to purchase school supplies through the Aledo PTO for the 2073
2024 scheel year 15 theough EFT's website befween new end Jure 19
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Preschoal ard Elementary Compum

Labe orders (with o prce increase) wil be avadebls onling May ol thesugh Juna i
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Pre-Packaged School
Supplies for 2023-2024
Get everything your child’s
teacher requested, all
delivered before the first
day of school. Order online
between now and June 19!
Visit www.aledopto.org/
schoolsupplies for more
information and to order
your child’s school supplies
today!

If financial assistance is
needed, please contact
your student’s school coun-
selor as soon as possible.

MAY 29

Memorial Day

Memorial Day Ceremony is
hosted by Parker County
American Legion Post 163

I freoneas! drsnfonce o needod plecie confaed poar sebool

counmslr (or an Adwelrls appleaiion by JAne &

and will be at Memorial
Gardens on Mineral Wells
Hiway beginning at 10 a.m.
on Monday, May 28. The
ceremony will be at the

Flag pole and following
the ceremony flags will be
provided that will be put
on the over 600 Veteran
graves located there.

For questions contact Ron
Chandler at 817-223-8926
or Bret Watson at 817-946-
0906. or e-mail: legion-
postl63@aol.com

JUNE 3

PCSP Frontier Days
Rodeo Parade

Kick off Rodeo Week with
the 76th PCSP Frontier
Days PRCA Rodeo PARADE
in Weatherford at 6:30 p.m.
on Saturday, June 3.
Spectators of the Parade
will start at 9th Grade
Center, 1007 S Main St.,
head North on S Main,
around the Courthouse,
West on Palo Pinto (Mineral
Wells Hwy), Left on Waco
St. to Cherry Park area
(long route).

Saturday afternoon we

will have a good ole’ fash-
ioned FREE family friendly
Street Dance, with opening
band Tyler Bond, at 5 p.m.
Feature band, Albert Leon
Payne & Friends, will play
at7 p.m.

Street dance will be on

the corner of Dallas/York
Street on the Northwest
Quadrant of the square in
Downtown Weatherford.
Food trucks will be avail-
able. Coolers welcome and
bring your chairs!

For more information visit
pcsp.net or email parker-
countyposse@gmail.com.

JULY 4

Spark in the Park

Join Weatherford Parks and
Recreation for Spark in the
Park 2023, 6 - 10:30 pm on
Tuesday July 4 at Heritage
park. Come enjoy music,

tion that represents
240,000 Texans
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SPARIK=PARK

food, waterslides and fire-
works.

Texas country’s modern-era
founding fathers, Pat
Green, will be the headliner
at the amphitheater start-
ing at 7:45 p.m.. Opening

act will be Chris Colston

starting at 6 p.m.. Following
artist concerts will be the
famous fireworks show.
The event is FREE TO
ATTEND!

Checkout the webpage

for Facebook for event/
parking maps: https://
www.facebook.com/
events/757972976023061

food & activity booths as
well as the amazing shops,
restaurants & boutiques

in historic downtown
Weatherford. The new
expanded festival area
makes it easy to spread out
and enjoy the day!

Come get your fill of all the
peachy treats like home-
made peach ice cream,

JULY 8 .
peach cobbler, peach pie,

Parker County Peach peach tea, peach smooth-

Festival ies and just plain ol’ juicy

The 38th Annual Parker
County Peach Festival
returns to Weatherford on
Saturday, July 8th, 2023.
Come enjoy and shop the
more than 200 art/craft/

peaches.

Tickets will be available
online in June 2023!!

For more information on
www.peachfestivaltx.com

Matt Morris

GUS BATES

s [IRIHOE O IRV i

Proud to
Support the Aledo
Bearcats

817-529-5325

matt@gusbates.com

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS, PROPERTY & CASUALTY,
RETIREMENT PLAN SERVICES

Securities offered through Kestra Investment Services, LLC (Kestra IS), member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through Kestra
Advisory Services, LLC (Kestra AS), an affiliate of Kestra IS. Kestra IS and Kestra AS are not affiliated with Gus Bates Insurance & Investments.

State of the Art Sterilization Room
Invisalign and Zoom! Whitening

74 :

or7is DDS

@ ~ssociates

2551 River Park Dr. Suite 201 * Fort Worth, TX 76116

Massage Chairs and HDTV
Water Purification System

81]1]@

EAMILYADENTISTRYAWHEREJHONES TYS&JINTEGRITYAMATTER!

your healthcare

We can help!
Call
682-382-1260

Are you turning 65?

You have important decisions to make about

Bobby J J Rigues, Agent
A1FMN87 N

Aledo, TX 76008

Bus: 817-441-9966
www.bobbyrigues.com

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed
inMA, NY or WI)

State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company
(Licensed in NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL

2001574

Life insurance
can be life-
changing

Life won't always go as
planned. That's why there's
life insurance. It can help you
protect your family’s future,
no matter what happens.
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm s there.®

o StateFarm'

(i) TRANSWORLD

Business Advisors

Business Sales « Franchises « Mergers & Acquisitions

Transworld Business
Advisors of Weatherford

Ginger Adams

T 682-888-0503
C 682-255-0157

gadams@tworld.com

www.tworld.com/weatherford

/((/ ORTHODONTICS

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

MyserOrtho.com + 817-441-8700 - Aledo & Willow Park

@«
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913 N. EIm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747

Ot newest additional location

Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel
4941 1-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

I-20 ANIMAL HOSPITAL
817-341-3331

DAILY

GENERAL PET WELLNESS ¢ EMERGENCY & CRITICAL
HEALTH CARE CARE
e INTERNAL MEDICINE e COMPLETE IN-HOUSE
e SURGERY LABORATORY
General and Advanced e DENTAL CARE
e RADIOLOGY General and Advanced

* ULTRASONOGRAPHY
e ONCOLOGY
e ENDOSCOPY

Digital including dental
e LASER THERAPY
e Computed Tomography
(CT scan)-NEW!
3713 Fort Worth Hwy

Hudson Oaks, TX 76087

Between Exits 415 and 414

www.lI-20animalhospital.com
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TRACK AND FIELD

Four Fimish

SCOTT W. COLEMAN

Jaden Allen runs a leg of the 800-meter relay for Aledo at the UIL State Track and Field Meet on

Thursday, May 11, 2023 in Austin.

Bearcats’ relay
team finishes
fourth in state

By Rick Mauch
The Community News

The Aledo Bearcats ended
the 2023 track season with a
fourth-place finish in the 800-
meter relay at the Class 5A State
Track and Field Meet Friday,
May 12.

The quartet of Hawk Patrick-
Daniels, Jaden Allen, Hauss
Hejny, and Aven Lawrence -
all juniors - clocked a time of

1:26.61 seconds. They narrowly
missed the medal podium by .62
seconds.

"The kids competed great,
three-tenths off their fastest
time of the year and got fourth
place - out of lane 9!" exclaimed
coach Andrew Clark. "It was a
really bad draw to have the third
fastest qualifying time and get
stuck out in lane 9."

Common narratives
claim that in races with cor-
ners, running in the outside
lanes (typically 7 through 9) is

disadvantageous as the runner
cannot see their competitors.

Killeen Ellison, running in
Lane 6, won state with a time
of 1:25.01.

The Bearcats foursome
entered state on the heels of
running a school-record time of
1:26.30 in the Region 1 Meet in
Lubbock a couple weeks earlier.

Denton Ryan originally fin-
ished fourth in the event, but
was disqualified because a
runner took five consecutive
steps in another runner's lane.

Turn to FOUR, page B7

TRACK AND FIELD
Ladycats win silver,
bronze at state

Personal records set
By Rick Mauch

The Community News

Aledo Ladycats track coach Mike
Pinkerton was smiling so much it could
hardly be contained in Mike A. Myers

Stadium.

And why not? Two of his athletes

had just won

State Track and Field Meet, one with
a record-setting performance and the
other capping a comeback from an
injury that could have kept her from
competing at all in 2023.

Add to that, a third — a freshman, at

that — had a

"Not too bad at all," Pinkerton said.

Leading the performances was
junior pole vaulter Taylor Hindman.

She cleared 12 feet, 6 inches to place

medals at the Class 5A

career-best performance

and top-five finish.

second and win a silver medal.

In the shot put, junior Lauren
St. Peters had a throw of 46-4 for
third place and a bronze medal. And
in the 800-meter run, freshman Sofia
Brandenburg finished fifth with the
best time of her young career, 2 min-
utes, 13.32 seconds.

"Breaking the school record was like
a dream! All my hard work and ded-
ication payed off in that moment and
the realization that my name would be

Turn to LADYCATS, page B6

e —

SCOTT W. COLEMAN

Taylor Hindman of Aledo High School cleared a career-best 12-6 to take second

place at the UIL State Track Meet on May 12.

GOLF

Mahanay hopes to exit with title

RICK MAUCH/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Aledo senior Braylon Mahanay will compete at
the Class 5A Boys State Golf Tournament in
Georgetown Monday and Tuesday, May 22-23.

Bearcat competing

said. "But I thought if I could

at 5A State Golf
Tournament
By Rick Mauch

The Community News

One way or another, Braylon
Mahanay is going to play his
final round as an Aledo Bearcat
golfer next Tuesday, May 23. In
fitting Aledo fashion it will be at
the Class 5A State Tournament
on the White Wing Golf Club in
Georgetown.

It's not quite the ending
Mahanay was hoping for as
he's competing solo, his team
coming up just shy of a return
visit at last month's Region 1
Tournament in Lubbock. That
inspires Mahanay even more to
finish strong to honor his long-
time teammates and friends.

"Yeah, we're not going as a
team, and I wish we were,' he

make it to state one last time to
play for a state title that would
be a great way to end my career
here."

Mahanay qualified as a med-
alist for state after tying for third
at the regional tournament.
He bested the legendary West
Texas winds at the Rawls Golf
Course to make his return to
Georgetown and another course
he knows well.

"We all know how hard the
Rawls Course was," Mahanay
said. "This course is challenging
in a different way, though.

"I know the holes visually.
It's not long, but it's pretty tight.
You've got to hit it straight."

White Wing can be described
as deceptively challenging.
Bearcats coach Brian Mourning
noted that it forces golfers to
play smart — which is some-
thing Mahanay does well.

"Braylon's going to be
Braylon. He has an even keel
attitude that serves him well,"
Mourning said. "He's the anchor
of this guy's team. He doesn't get
frustrated.”

Last season Mahanay tied for
38th individually at state with
rounds of 80 and 77. That expe-
rience, along with playing in a
state preview at White Wing in
March, give him added confi-
dence this season, he said.

"At the beginning of the sea-
son I was playing pretty good,
but the preview, the Bearcat
Brawl, district, Rawls and now, I
am feeling really great about my
game," he said.

"They're a top 20 Juco
(junior college) in the state, and
they're close to home also," he
said. "And coach (Jesse) Speirs
is a great guy. I'm going to enjoy
playing for him."

Mourning added, "I look
for him to go to Weatherford
College, play great, and then fin-
ish elsewhere playing for a larger
program. He has a lot of great
golf ahead of him - and a lot in
life. He's just an all-around great
young man."

As for saying farewell to
his golfing days at Aledo and
friends/teammates, some of
whom he said he's known since

kindergarten, Mahanay

Though he'll only be
a Bearcat in heart and
spirit after this season,
Mahanay isn't going
far. He has committed
to play for Weatherford

Read this
story online

said, "I've definitely been
thinking about it. It's
definitely bittersweet.
But it's time for the next
chapter. Hopefully we
can close this one in a

College next season.

big way.”

serving

White's

Funeral Home

130 Houston Ave. ®* Weatherford

817-596-4811

www.whitesfuneral.com

Our family

your family
since 1908.

Residential & Commercial

* Topsoils & Custom
Soil Blends

* Compost & Mulches
* Rock & Sand Products ’rr

800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD

ALEDO, TEXAS
HOURS: M-F 8-5 *SAT 8-2

“Are you growing with us?”

Serving North Texas

Pick up or Delivery Available

817-441-7777

WWW.CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM

since 1986
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JAMI WARNER

The Aledo Ladycats ended their season by competing in the Class 5A State Golf Tournament for a third
straight year. Pictured are senior Maddie Warner, junior Kyla Morales, senior Mallory Miller, senior Sana’a
Lemen, and freshman Emily Crick, along with coaches Alex Groff, Brian Mourning (head coach) and Tom Croft.

RODEO

Several from area in NTHSRA Finals

By Rick Mauch
The Community News

Several competitors from
the area will compete in the
North Texas High School Rodeo
Association Finals Friday and
Saturday, May 19-20 at the
NTHSRA Arena in Saginaw.

The first round begins Friday
night at 8, with the second round
starting Saturday at noon.

Among those from the
area competing is Noah Lee of
Weatherford, who enters ranked
first in bull riding. Close behind
as the No. 3 qualifier is his team-
mate Jesus Villa.

The top 15 in point standings
in each event at the end of the
regular season qualified for the
finals.

Savannah Letson of
Weatherford leads all qualifiers
in pole bending. Weatherford
also has three of the top five
qualifiers in ribbon roping with
Taygan Bertsch second, Clayton
Praytor third and Caleb Lewis
fifth.

Those three are also in the
top six of calf roping, with
Praytor third, Bertsch fourth,
Lewis fifth and Haiden Smith of
Weatherford sixth.

Aledo’s top qualifiers are
Ashtyn Coufal, seeded seventh in
walkup goat tying, and Gunner
McCraw, who is seeded eighth in
chute dogging.

Weatherford has three of
the top five boys in all-around
competition. Bertsch is second,
Lewis fourth and Praytor fifth.

Weatherford also leads the
team standings with 10,164
points, with Azle second with
9,107.

Here is a complete list of
qualifiers from Weatherford
and Aledo and their respective
events.

» Kassidy Klein, Weatherford,
No. 8 in barrel racing; No. 8
in poles.

* Noah Lee, Weatherford, No. 1
in bull riding.

e Jesus Villa, Weatherford, No.
3 in bull riding’

Reagan High, Weatherford,
No. 5 in breakaway roping.
Clayton Praytor, Weatherford,
No. 3 in calf roping; No. 3
in ribbon roping; No. 14 in
chute dogging.

Taygan Bertsch, Weatherford,
No. 4 in calf roping; No. 2
in ribbon roping; No. 15 in
team roping-header; No. 14
in team roping-heeler.

Caleb Lewis, Weatherford,
No. 5 in calf roping; No. 5
in ribbon roping; No. 11 in
team roping-header; No. 13
in team roping-heeler.
Haiden Smith, Weatherford,
No. 6 in calf roping; No. 6 in
chute dogging; No. 9 in rib-
bon roping.

Gunner McCraw, Aledo, No.
8 in chute dogging.’

Ashtyn Coufal, Aledo, No. 7
in walkup goat tying.

Sienna Pendergrass,
Weatherford, No. 14 in walk-
up goat tying.

Savannah Letson,
Weatherford, No. 1 in poles.

BASEBALL

Bradford makes
big-league debut

Former Bearcat draws
praise from manager
By Ryan Wade

The Community News

From the time they first pick up a bat
and a ball, just about every young baseball
player dreams of the opportunity to play
in the Major Leagues with their family
and friends cheering them on from the
stands.

For Aledo’s Cody Bradford, that dream
became a reality on Monday night as he
took the mound for the American League
West Division-leading Texas Rangers
in the series opener at Globe Life Field
against the National League East-leading
Atlanta Braves.

While his first big league start didn’t
go as he hoped, the lanky left-hander
displayed a fearless tenacity, even while
facing some of the best hitters the game
has to offer.

“He was ok,” Rangers manager Bruce
Bochy said after the game. “I think it’s fair
to say he made some mistakes, especially
with his off-speed pitches. We had trouble
keeping the ball in the ballpark tonight.
He wasn’t giving up a lot of hits, but the
ones he gave up did some damage.

It’s tough to debut against this club.
But, he battled. He gave us five innings.
It’s always good to get your first start. He'll
learn from this”

Bradford’s trial by fire started with the
first batter he faced. Before the first offi-
cial pitch was thrown, the lefty hurler was
sweating like a preacher at a tent revival
in August. Ronald Acuna Jr. led off the
game for the Braves in the midst of an
MVP-caliber year through the first month
of the season. Bradford took Acuna to a
full count, but missed just a touch high
with the 3-2 changeup away to lead off the
game with a walk.

With the defense aligned to cover the
right side of the infield, Bradford was able
to get Matt Olsen to chop a grounder to
Josh Jung for the 5-to-6-to-3 double play

that helped the rookie get out of the first
unscathed.

Bradford started off the second inning
picking up the first major league strikeout
of his career on a 2-2 fastball on the outer
half that Marcell Ozuna couldn’t catch up
with.

The next pitch he threw ended up
being a slider down over the middle of the
plate that Kevin Pillar sent sailing 411 feet
into the bullpen to make it a 2-0 game.

As the lineup turned over at the top of
the order later in the second inning with
a runner on second and two outs, Acuna
channeled his inner Tiger Woods to hit a
two-run golf shot off a breaking ball below
the zone that landed in the second deck
454 feet away as the Braves went up 4-0.

A credit to his grit in light of the tow-
ering shot sent out to the fans in their
previous encounter, when Acuna stepped
in the box in the top of the fifth, Bradford
went right after him. With a runner on,
Bradford sat Acuna down looking for the
first out of the inning.

In total, Bradford threw five complete
innings surrendering six runs on seven
hits while walking a pair and striking out
three Braves.

“A debut is never an easy time, because
I'm sure [ Bradford’s] got the nerves going,”
Bochy surmised. “Especially against
a good team. At times he executed his
pitches very well. At times it just got away
from him. When you're facing a team like
[the Braves], youre probably not going to
get away with too many mistakes.”

The Rangers called up Bradford for a
spot start on Monday in order to give the
rest of the rotation an extra day of rest
following a lengthy road trip. Bradford
has now been sent back to Round Rock,
where he was named the Pacific Coast
League’s Player of the Month for April.
There is some speculation he may return
to the big leagues before the All-Star
break in July if he is able to return to form
back in Triple-A.

RANCH HOUSE PROFESSIONAL BUILDING
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Jacksonville, FL. Securities offered by Personal Financial Representatives through Allstate Financial Services, LLC (LSA Securities in LA and PA). &
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on that board for a long time was
an amazing feeling," said an excited
Hindman. "Last year I did not do
good as I could have at state, but it
definitely served as a good learning
experience that helped me to suc-
ceed this year. I knew the facility
and how the meet was run, so I was
much more comfortable this time
around.

"Also the girls that made it on
the podium with me were super
awesome, and specifically Alexandra
Harber (now three time state
champ) was very sweet and helpful."

Harber, a senior, cleared 13-9.25
to win gold.

Hindman finished in a tie for
seventh at state as a sophomore with
fellow Ladycat and then freshman
Maggie Kilburn, who was fourth at
regionals this season.

"Taylor and I were talking, and
she said she can't wait to go back
and win gold," Pinkerton said, not-
ing Hindman and St. Peters are the
first Ladycats to medal at state since
Sierra White finished second in the
pole vault in 2019.

Hindman cleared the first four
bars on her first attempt each time
before finally having one miss at
12-6.

"There are several skill factors in
the vault and many athletes struggle

SCOTT W. COLEMAN

Freshman Sofia Brandenburg of Aledo High School placed fifth in the Class 5A
girls 800-meter run during the UIL State Track and Field Meet, in Austin.

with consistency, but it is a strength
of Taylor’s," Aledo pole vault coach
John Rhodes said. "She is not the
tallest or the fastest athlete but she
brings her best every time. I'm really
excited to see what she can do as a
senior."

St. Peters concluded her season
with the second-best throw of her
career — a season that might not
have been were it not for her deter-
mination. She had knee surgery in
early 2023, but she fought back to

get a medal after narrowly miss-
ing with fourth-place finishes in the
shot put and discus as a sophomore.

"For her to go through what she
went through and get back here —
and get on that podium — is nothing
short of amazing,' Pinkerton. "I am
so proud of her and she is an inspi-
ration to many."

St. Peters had the best throw of
her career at regionals, and it was
the top qualifying throw for state.
She threw 4/7-5.75.

SCOTT W. COLEMAN

Lauren St. Peters of Aledo High School came back from knee surgery to
place third in shot put at the state track and field meet in Austin.

In a surprise upset, Serena
Ramirez slipped past top-seeded St.
Peters and second seed Madeleine
Fey of Midlothian to win state with
a throw of 48-7.75. Fey was second
at 47-10.

Brandenburg clipped almost a
full second off her previous best
time of 2:14.21. In fact, she was in
contention to medal herself, sitting
in second place with 200 meters to

go.

"Her inner motivation is unbe-
lievable,” Pinkerton said. "Now,
Sofia has been here. She knows what
it's like. She knows the procedures.
I'm expecting great things of her in
the years to come.

"I am just so proud of all these
girls. They worked so hard and they
came down here and it paid off —
and I know they all want to come
back and get more.”

SCOTT W. COLEMAN

TOP LEFT: Hauss Hejny
ran legs in both the the
800-meter and 1600-
meter relays for Aledo at
the UIL State Track and
Field Meet. | TOP RIGHT:
Adam Averett runs a leg
of the 1600-meter relay
for Aledo at the UIL State
Track and Field Meet. |
BOTTOM LEFT: Blake
Burdine runs a leg of

the 1600-meter relay for
Aledo at the State Meet.
| BOTTOM RIGHT: Aven
Lawrence ran legs in both
the the 800-meter and
1600-meter relays for
Aledo at the UIL State
Track and Field Meet on
Thursday, May 11, 2023.
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That disqualification not only
moved everyone behind them
in the event up a notch, but
also kept the Raiders from
winning the overall team state
championship.

Also for the Bearcats, junior
pole vaulter Brad Campbell
placed seventh, clearing 14
feet, 6 inches.

"It was a great experience.
He will be looking to make
back-to-back appearances at
the state meet," Clark said.

Gator Young of Argyle won

gold with a vault of 16 feet.

The Aledo 1600 relay squad
of sophomore Adam Averett,
Lawrence, sophomore Blake
Burdine and Hejny, finished
eighth with a time of 3;24.53.

"With the rolling time
schedule due to incoming
weather, I knew the 4x400
could take a hit," Clark said.
"We had very
little recovery
time between
races.  The )
kids still got | FifEgfe
out there and Read thisf
competed.

story online
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overall, a lot to
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BASEBALL

Playoff run comes to
an end

By Ryan Wade
The Community News

The Aledo Bearcats’ baseball sea-
son came to an end on Friday, May
12, at the Depot in Cleburne.

Burleson swept Aledo out of the
Class 5A playoffs with back-to-back
wins in the area (second round)
series by scores of 8-4 and 10-4,
respectively.

After putting away Trimble Tech
in the bi-district round of the play-
offs, Aledo head baseball coach Chad
Barry said the series with Burleson
would be night and day different
than the one-sided affair with the
Bulldogs. Although the Bearcats’
record over the Elks in the second
round of playoff baseball has been
one of prolonged success, having
dismissed Burleson from the play-
offs each of the last two seasons,
Barry cautioned his club to the for-
midable nature of their familiar foe.

Entering the series, the Bearcats
(23-12) had managed to put their
game all together in the weeks lead-
ing up to the playoffs as they locked
down the top seed in District 5-5A.
For much of the season as they strug-
gled to find consistency with their
approach at the plate, running the
bases well, and avoiding the occa-
sional defensive blunder, quality
pitching was the aspect their game
on which they were able to rely.

That was not the case for the
series with Burleson (25-6).

Over the two-game series, Aledo
pitchers struggled with their com-
mand early in counts, forcing them
to pitch from behind. In Thursday’s

Bearcats

series opener the Elks amassed 13
hits in the seven-inning affair. In
Game 2 on Friday, the Bearcats
issued nine free passes onto the bases
while simultaneously giving up eight
hits as Burleson batters once again
found themselves in favorable counts
often throughout the game. In total,
Aledo walked 15 hitters in 14 innings
of play over the two games.

“You can’t do things like that in
the playoffs and expect to live long,”
Barry said after Game 2.

“We walked six [on Thursday].
We walked nine [on Friday].
You can’t do that with teams like

[Burleson] that can really swing
the bat”

Down a game in the best-of-
three series, Aledo started off the
home half of Game 2 aggressively.
Brooks Dwinell reached base on a
one-out fielding error by the Elks’
third baseman. He was quickly
joined on the base path by Trace
Mazon, who doubled to left to put
both Bearcats in scoring position
with the cleanup spot in the order
coming to the plate.

Andrew Cambre did exactly what
the cleanup batter is supposed to do.
The senior designated hitter sent a
shot right back up the box into center
that cleared the bases as both Dwinell
and Mazon came around to score.

In recent history, games between
Aledo and Burleson have been dog-
fights where no lead is ever
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Bryce McCain celebrates with his teammates after tying the game with a
solo home run in the bottom of the third inning.

In the bottom of the third the
Elks picked up a pair of quick outs to
start off the inning as the Burleson
crowd started to make some noise
down the first base side of the
stands. With one swing of the bat
Bryce McCain silenced the opposing
fans as the Bearcat faithful jumped
to their feet when he launched a
missile over the left-field fence to tie
the game up at 3-3.

Burleson broke the tie in the
top of the fourth inning when they
scored a go-ahead run to make it a
4-3 affair. The Elks’ advantage was
quickly erased in the home

safe. That certainly held
true on Friday. After Aledo
went up 2-0 in the bottom
of the first, the Elks fired
right back in the top of the
second to go up by a score
of 3-2.
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half of the fifth inning as
Mazon hit a solo shot over
the wall in left as the Bearcats
stormed out of the dugout in
a raucous celebration as he
trotted around the bases.

Unfortunately, the fireworks ran
out for the Bearcats at that point.
Five of the nine walks Burleson col-
lected in the game came in the final
two innings of play as they scored
six runs to put the game out of reach
for Aledo.

“They’re a good ballclub,” com-
mended Barry of the Elks. “They were
here last year. We put them out in
the second round. They were young.
They had a lot of kids coming back
and they learned from that. They
looked more like the aggressor. They
kind of dictated everything in this
series. I thought they out-hit us, they
out-pitched us, they out-defensed us.
Every time we would do something,
they would counter. When we scored,
they would come right back.”

In Game 1, Burleson took the
early advantage plating a pair of
runs in the bottom of the first and

Class 5A best-of-three
area (second) round
playoff series in Cleburne

Burleson wins series 2-0
Friday, May 12
Burleson 10, Aledo 4

RHE
Burleson 030 102 4 -1081
Aledo 210 010 0-471

Aledo hitting: Boyd Thompson 1-for-4;
Brooks Dwinell BB; Trace Mazon 3-for-
4, 2B, HR, RBI;

Andrew Cambre 1-for-4, 2 RBI; Bosten
Dwinell BB; Dylan Taylor BB; Garrett
Rester 1-for-3;

Bryce McCain 1-for-3, HR, RBI.

Aledo pitching: Luke Saunders 5.2 IP,
4 H, 4 R (2 earned), 4 BB, 3 K; Bo.
Dwinell 0.0 IP, 2 R (2 earned), 3 BB; Jake
Bumgardner 0.1 IP, H; Mazon 0.2 IP, 2 H,
4 ER, 2 BB, K; Luke

Taylor 0.1 IP, H.

Thursday, May 11
Burleson 8, Aledo 4

RHE
Aledo 000 040 0-471
Burleson 100 600 x -8130

Aledo hitting: Thompson 2-for-4, 2B;
Br. Dwinell 1-for-3, HBP; Mazon 1-for-3,
RBI, BB; Cambre 1-for-3, 2 RBI, BB; Ryan
Jones 1-for-4, RBI; Rester 1-for-3.

Aledo pitching: Matthew Clark 3.1 IP,
7H, 4 ER, 2 BB, 3 K; Taylor 0.1 IP, H, 3
ER, 2 BB; Garrett Addington 0.0 IP, 3
H, R (O earned); Bumgardner 2.1 IP, 2
H,2BB, 3 K.

never looked back. The Elks added
six more runs in the bottom of the
fourth to put the Bearcats in an 8-0
hole with three innings left to play.

Hits by Mazon, Cambre, and
Ryan Jones in the top of the fifth
inning aided the Bearcats in cutting
the deficit to four runs, but that was
as close as they would get as the
game came to a close.
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