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Early voting 
under way 
in local-level 
elections

Early voting began Monday 
for local-area elections in prepa-
ration for the main voting day on 
May 6.

The biggest item for most 
voters in east Parker County is 
the Aledo Independent School 
District’s $123,800,000 bond 
proposal. The proposal was rec-
ommended to the school board by 
a committee of area residents who 
studied the facility needs of the 
rapidly-growing school district.

The only other proposition 
decision for area voters concerns 
Emergency Services District No. 1 
annexation of the City of Sanctuary.

In terms of choosing represen-
tatives to local government bodies, 
all voters in Parker County will 
choose between Doug Dowd and 
Scott Butler.

Other local area races are 
shown below. The race that 
will appear on any given ballot 
depend on where the voter lives.

ALEDO ISD
Proposition A 

The issuance of $123,800,000 
of bonds by the Aledo Independent 
School District for the construc-
tion, renovation, acquisition and 
equipment of school facilities in 
the District

For
Against

PARKER COUNTY 
EMERGENCY SERVICES 
DISTRICT NO. 1
Proposition AA

Adding service to the ESD 
For
Against

Proposition BB
Assuming debt and obliga-

tions of the new service area
For
Against

Weatherford College 
Board of Trustees
Trustees Place 4 Unexpired 
Term

Doug Dowd
Scott Butler
Trustees Place 6
G. B. Bailey (unopposed)
Trustees Place 7
Lela Morris (unopposed)

WEATHERFORD 
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL 
DISTRICT
Trustee Place 6

Nolan Waters
Toby Leon Taylor

Turn to ELECTION, page A3
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Firefighter James Cassaro is pinned by his son, Hudson, who is assisted by 
mom Alaina Cassaro during a pinning ceremony for Emergency Services 
District No. 1 on Friday, April 21. See story on page A3.

ALEDO ISD

Rock of stability
Next elementary 
school to be named 
for Lynn McKinney
By Randy Keck
The Community News

It was a combination of tears 
and smiles when the Aledo ISD 
Board of Trustees voted unan-
imously to name the district’s 
next elementary school after 
Deputy Superintendent Lynn 
McKinney at a special meeting 
on Thursday, April 20.

McKinney has announced 
her retirement at the end of the 
school year.

McKinney, who began teach-
ing in the Aledo ISD 37 years 
ago at the elementary level, 
became the principal at Aledo 
High School in 1990 before 
moving into administration in 
1999.

The administration worked 
to keep the board meeting a 
secret from McKinney while at 
the same time adhering to open 
meeting laws that require notice 
to be posted.

Superintendent Dr. Susan 
Bohn opened with comments 
about the purpose of the meet-
ing, saying one of the projects 
in the upcoming bond proposal 
is building elementary school 
number seven.

Board member Forrest 
Collins then moved that, upon 
her retirement, elementary 

number seven be named for 
McKinney.

“You know how much you 
personally mean to me. And I 
know how much you personal-
ly mean to so many people in 
this community,” Collins said to 
McKinney. “There's not a person 
I meet in this community who 
has an interaction with Lynn 
McKinney that doesn't love her. 
When I think of Aledo ISD, I 
think of Lynn McKinney, when 

100 years of Aledo ISD growth: The modern era
By Dan Reilley
Special to The Community News

Editor’s note: This is the second 
in a two-part series highlighting the 
growth of the Aledo ISD throughout 
its history.

In 1996, the district opened a 
third campus location south on FM 
5. The newest building would sep-
arate seventh and eighth grades 
from the high school building, cre-
ating Aledo’s first middle school, 
and providing more classroom 
space for high school. 

Even with these changes, 
temporary buildings were uti-
lized for high school classes. An 
increase in younger students put 
a strain on Aledo Primary School. 
Third grade was moved to Aledo 
Intermediate School, leaving only 
kindergarten through second 
grade at the northern campus. 
Grades three through five were 
at Aledo Intermediate School. 
Students in sixth grade through 
eighth attended the new Aledo 
Middle School.

As the school district prepared 
for the new millennium, the com-
munity passed a 1998 bond that 
would forever change the config-
uration of Aledo ISD. Included in 
the bond proposal was a fourth 
campus location that would be 
home to a brand-new Aledo High 
School designed to accommodate 

1,800 students with an accompany-
ing administration building on the 
same property. 

The old high school would be 
converted to a junior high facility 
housing seventh and eighth grades. 
A reconfigured middle school 
would house fifth and sixth grades. 
A new elementary school would be 
built in a new development in the 
southern part of the district. The 
Aledo Primary and Intermediate 
campuses would be converted 
to full, independent elementary 
schools for grades pre-kindergarten 
to fourth grade. 

For the first time in the dis-
trict’s history, students in the same 
grade would be split between three 
different elementary schools. It 
was during this process that the 
school board officially adopted the 
names of the schools we know 
today. At a January 17, 2000 school 
board meeting, Aledo Primary 
became Coder Elementary, Aledo 
Intermediate became Vandagriff 
Elementary, the new elementa-
ry school in the Deer Creek area 
would open as Stuard Elementary, 
and the Middle School would 
become McAnally Intermediate 
School.

By 2003, the plan put in place 
with the passing of the 1998 bond 
was complete. Coder, Stuard, and 
Vandagriff Elementary Schools 

spanned grades pre-kindergarten 
to fourth. McAnally Intermediate 
housed grades five and six. Aledo 
Middle School was home to sev-
enth- and eighth-graders. Aledo 
High School was in its new home 
on Bailey Ranch Road. 

More bonds
It did, however, require the pas-

sage of Proposition No. 1 on a 2001 
bond to complete all the projects 

because of inflation, construction 
delays, and unforeseen costs not 
included in initial estimates. 

Three other propositions failed 
in that election, including athletic 
fields for the new high school, a 
new stadium, and funds for future 
growth. As a result, outside athlet-
ic competitions continued at the 
facilities on the old campus serving 
Aledo Middle School.

JONATHAN SAMPSON/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Charles McAnally cut the ribbon to commemorate the naming of the  
original McAnally Intermediate School's on Dec. 11, 2003.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Lynn McKinney is shown with 
Aledo ISD board member Forrest 
Collins.

Turn to MCKINNEY, page A3

Turn to GROWTH, page B3
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More events can be found at www.community-news.com/calendar

APRIL 28

AdvoCats Garden Party
The Aledo Children’s AdvoCats 
will host a Garden Party on 
Friday, April 28, from 11 a.m. 
- 1 p.m. at the Two Sisters 
Tearoom. Light bits, tea mint 
juleps, shopping and style 
show featuring spring releas-
es. Tickers are $20 per per-
son. Derby dress with hats is 
encouraged.  

APRIL 29

Parker County’s first annual 
Home & Garden Show 
The Parker County Home & 
Garden Show will be from 10 
a.m. – 4 p.m. on Saturday, April 
29, at the Doss Heritage and 
Culture Center. With 30+ ven-
dors you can talk to licensed 
contractors, shop home decor, 
get treats for your pets and 
find just the right grill or patio 
furniture for your home. Enjoy 
free drinks, multiple prize give-
aways and food trucks will be 
on site. Admission is free. 

Native Plant Sale 
Set For Saturday, April 29
The Cross Timbers Chapter 
of the Native Plant Society 
of Texas is holding its annual 
Native Plant Sale at Heritage 
Park in Weatherford on 
Saturday, April 29, from 9 a.m. 
- 4 p.m. The sale will be held 
during the First Monday Trade 
Days, which is a new location 
for the chapter’s annual event. 
It will feature dozens of native 
species including grasses, flow-
ering perennials, groundcovers 
and shrubs. A list of plants in 
the sale will be posted soon 

on the Cross Timbers website, 
https://npsot.org/wp/cross-
timbers/

MAY 6 

Talking Tombstone Tour
The Parker County Heritage 
Society will present a Talking 
Tombstone Tour A Grace 
Affair  from 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. on 
Saturday, May 6 at the Old City 
Greenwood Cemetery. Join as 
they explore the 160-year old 

cemetery, a grave affair-mind, 
body and soul.  
General admission is $15 for 
adults and $10 for kids. Tickets 
purchased upon arrival. The 
tours start every 30 minutes 
and lasts 75 minutes. For more 
information visit parkercounty-
heritagesociety.com. 

MAY 7

Sunset on the Square 2023
Join Downtown Weatherford 
Inc for the 3rd ANNUAL Sunset 
on the Square, 6 p.m. on 
Sunday, May 7.
Enjoy an outdoor dining expe-
rience from Parker County’s 
favorite restaurants!

Sponsorship opportunities are 
now available. For sponsorship 
information, please email: 
info@sunsetonthesquare.com 
or info@d-winc.org

Parker County Cars & Coffee
The next Cars & Coffee will be 
held from 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. on 
Sunday May 7 at Cafe 23:5. The 
Parker County Cars & Coffee 
is held the 4th Sunday of the 
month. 

MAY 11

Gardeners’ Club of Parker 
County
Come hear about the 
Community Garden at St 
Francis Church and check out 
the Gardeners’ Club of Parker 
County.
Meeting every Second 
Thursday of each month 
September thru May at St 
Francis Church, 107 Ranch 
House Road in Willow Park.  For 
further information, call 817-
919-6280.
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TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

ACROSS

DOWN

  1  nachos are Texas
      “____ d’Oeuvres”
  5  TXism: “fi ts like
      ugly __  __ ape”
  6  seat of McLennan
      County
  7  TXism: “he’s _  ___
      bricks shy of a load”
  8  Texas actor Torn 
      of “Men in Black”
  9  she married Bobby
      Ewing on “Dallas”
12  John Neely Bryan’s  
      historic abode in  
      downtown Dallas
17  TX Jim Hart wrote
      screenplay for “Brad
      Stoker’s _______”
19  TX O. Henry’s “_
      ___  __ Santone”
21  carpet alternative:
      ________ tile
22  daughter of Texas
      Louise Mandrell
23  Sam Houston’s 
      Indian home
      “Wigwam ______”
28  disfavored group:
      “Ku Klux ____”
29  former Cowboy
      guard, Newton
30  TXism: “he uses  
      barbed wire for        
      ______ fl oss” 
31  TXism: “never let
      ‘__  ___ you sweat”
35  Streep of TX-fi lmed
      “Silkwood”
36  TX Cruz & Cornyn
      hang-out (2 wds.)
42  as a ___-_____
      team, TX “Babe”
      won 1932 AAU

  1  higher learning in
      Big Spring (2 wds.)
  2  TXism: “you’re       
      pouring gasoline  
      __  _  ____”
  3  horse wagering
      site: “Sam Houston
      ____  ____”
  4  TXism: “as pure as
      the driven ____”

44  Atlantic _____ meets
      the Gulf of Mexico
46  bone-connecting
      tissues
48  takes an oath to tell the
      truth before testifying
49  TX Tommy ___ Jones
50  TXism: “quit spittin’
      __  ___ handle”
      (get to work)
51  politician’s fi rst words
      in a scandal? (2 wds.)

52  TXism: “it
      ain’t ___ in 
      cement”
53  TXism: “____   
      in the towel”
54  Texas Capitol
      has one on top
56  TX Lefty’s “If You’ve
      Got the Money ___ 
      Got the Time”
57  Confederate soldier:
      “Johnny ___”
58  TXism: “___ every
      trick in the book”

  9  mountain lion
10  Col. Travis drew  
      _  ____  __  ___  
      ____ at the Alamo
11  TX Meredith ___Rae
12  TXism: “I ___ dance
      to that tune” (agree)
13  TXism: “that’s _  ____   
      ___  __ you do”
14  ____ Chica Bay
15  TX Janis’ “_  ___
      Dem Ol’ Kozmic
      Blues Again, Mama”
16  world’s longest river
18  from Davis, Califor-
      nia: “___ Aggies”
20  dir. to Buna from
      Silsbee
23  Fighting Irish (abbr.)

24  Texas Capitol archi-
      tect Myers (init.)
25  hole in ___
26  TX Tanya’s “San
      Antonio ______”
27  TX Sandra of the
      Golf Hall of Fame
32  __ Vernon, TX
33  TXism: “__ long”
34  __ Lago, TX

36  TXism: “____ esta”
      (how are you?)
37  prayer ending
38  TXism: “britches”
39  frozen drinks
40  slants or tilts
41  NFL Hall of Fame 
      DB, TX Yale
43  Washington to USPS
45  TX Bush’s “Stormin’”
      general (init.)
47  put in charge? 
      (2 wds.)
48  the Alamo is a
      Texas historic ____
55  TX Rodriguez’s
      “Pass __  __”
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By Ryan Wade
The Community News

Parker County has seen tremen-
dous growth come to the area in 
recent years with significantly more 
planned for the near future. With 
growth comes change. 

For Parker County Emergency 
Services District No. 1, the best thing 
they can do about all this change is to 
ensure they’re prepared to deal with 
it when it matters most.

With that in mind, on Friday, 
April 21, ESD 1 broke ground on a 
state-of-the-art training facility that 
will be housed at 1439 Farmer Road. 
The 15,000 square-foot structure will 
allow the department to train in real-
world scenarios that are presently 
lacking in many facilities in neigh-
boring counties.

“The biggest thing that is going 
to set this apart is our ability to 

burn Class A fuels, like wood and 
normal combustible products that 
generate smoke,” said Battalion Chief 
Charlie Dall. “A lot of the adjoining 
counties around us have flammable 
liquid products. They don’t put off 
the smoke. Modern fire behavior or 
contemporary fire dynamics that we 
are experiencing in the real-world set-
ting is a lot of petrochemical products 
that makes fire burn with a higher 
heat release and, more notably, a lot 
of smoke. By creating an environment 
that can replicate that is going to set 
this apart from the other training 
facilities in the area.”

Training in the same 
conditions the firemen will 
likely encounter during an 
emergency call means a 
decrease in loss of life and 
loss of property. 

“By having the fuel packages that 
we use, our suppression tactics will be 
more realistic,” Dall expounded. “And 
by having purpose-built props that 
replicate actual floor plans we see, it 
will provide us a better means of prac-
ticing and learning victim removal 
and victim search techniques.”

Plans for the facility will include 
space to replicate multiple types of 
facilities for the firefighters to train in 
ranging from standard family dwell-
ings to warehouses. One of the hopes 

is this facility will allow other 
departments from around the 
state to come train alongside 
members of ESD 1 to improve 
their skills while making an 
investment in the local econo-
my at the same time.

TRUSTEE PLACE 7
Mike Guest (unopposed)

CITY OF ALEDO
Councilmember Place 1

Shane Davis (unopposed)
Councilmember Place 3

Shawna Ford
Duane W. Beck*

*Duane Beck 
dropped out of 
the race, but did 
so too late for 
his name to be 
removed from the 
ballot

 

CITY OF FORT WORTH
Mayor

Mattie Parker
Alyson Kennedy
Jennifer Castillo
Adrian Devine Smith
Kenneth Bowens, Jr

City Council, District 3
Michael D. Crain (unopposed)

CITY OF HUDSON OAKS
Council Member Place 2

Brian Lixey (unopposed)
Council Member Place 4

Sean Cannon (unopposed)
Council Member Place 5

Daniel Cross
Chris Ramsey

Early voting locations 
include: Aledo ISD Admin 
Building, Hudson Oaks Public 
Safety Building, Parker County 
Courthouse Annex Kitchen, 
Springtown Senior Center, Peaster 
ISD Rock Gym, Azle City Hall, 
PCT 3 County Barn, and Millsap 
Community Center. Map links can 
be found on the web posting of 
this story.

Remaining early voting hours 
include 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
Wednesday-Friday, April 26-28, 
and 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Monday 
and Tuesday, May 1 and 2.
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It’s a local call!

ELECTION
from page A1

ESD 1 first responders 
receive badges

Pinning ceremony 
held April 21

Emergency Services District 
No. 1 held a badge pinning 
ceremony for 17 sup-
pression personnel 
and administered their 
oath of office on Friday, 
April 21, at the Aledo 
fire station.

Personnel who were 
sworn included:

Firef ighters: Scroggins, 
Rutledge, Rice, Martin, Dieter, 
Button, Cassaro, and Rick;

Engineers: Rowe, Quintero, 
Urbanowski, Hanley, and Kelly;

Lieutenants: Ramsey, 
Harbold, and King;

and Battalion Chief 
Moore.

Photos and video can be 
found at the web posting of 
this story.

Read this 
story online

PARKER COUNTY

ESD 1 officially breaks ground on new fire 
training center

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Members of ESD 1 prepare to symbolically break ground for the new training 
facility off of Farmer Road during a ceremony on Friday, April 21.

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Battalion Chief Charlie Dall shares a 
few words with attendees during the 
groundbreaking ceremony for the 
new firefighter training facility off 
Farmer Road on Friday, April 21.

Read this 
story online

I think of growing greatness, I think 
of Lynn McKinney, and it is a great 
honor to be here today to recognize 
you and everything you've done for 
this school district.”

“I don't think you have any idea 
the impact you've made on so many 
lives,” board member Julie Turner 
added. “We are so excited and there's 
no one more deserving.”

Board President Hoyt Harris 
recalled when he met McKinney for 
the first time in 1995 when she had 
to turn him down for a project he 
had proposed.

“I learned that she had one of the 
skills that I think is one of the most 

important skills anyone that has to 
be working with the public or chil-
dren and parents could ever have. 
And that is the skill of being able 
to tell somebody no without them 
being offended,” Harris said.

“I think this is such a great way to 
to honor you and can't wait for us to 
have the school open for you to visit,” 
board member David Lear said.

Bohn recalled meeting McKinney 
when she (Bohn) was interviewing 
for the superintendent position.

“I remember sitting and talking 
to her in her office ahead of time. 
And what I really remember about 
her is that she had a very deep love 
for this place. And she was also very 
honest with me, and I really appre-
ciated that about her,” Bohn said, 

recalling that McKinney was near 
retirement at the time. “I came in 
and people told me that, you know, 
‘she might not be around long,’ but 
she's stayed for five years — I'm real-
ly, really grateful that she did. And 
we would not have had the last five 
years that we've had if she hadn't 
chosen to stay, and, in fact, be sort of 
the rock of stability through lots and 
lots of change in the district.”

Bohn said the school district was 
doing “37 Days for Lynn McKinney” 
in commemoration of her 37 years, 
and the board naming the school 
was their part of that program.

Harris then pointed out that the 
board needed to vote on the motion, 
which passed unanimously.

A visibly moved McKinney then 
rose to speak, and recalled that first 
meeting with Bohn. She and her 
husband had been talking about 
retirement, but McKinney said she 
decided to stay on a year for the 
transition.

“And I found out in about a 
week, she [Bohn] didn’t need any 
help, that she had it. And 
then it was like, ‘I want to 
be on this person's team. I 
want to be a part of this,’” 
McKinney said. “I'm so 
glad that you got here, Dr. 
Bohn, and to work under 
your leadership has been 
amazing. And not a regret, 
but one of the things I 
wish could have happened was that 

I met you much younger in my 
career, I guess I would have defi-
nitely followed you all over the state 
wherever you went.

“And it's been amazing to do 
what I love with people that I love, 
in a place that I love. And I think 
sometimes when we've been here for 
a while, we take for granted what a 

special place this is. So we 
just have to keep remem-
bering what makes us who 
we are, and keep working 
towards that every day. And 
I cannot imagine a greater 
honor than the gift you all 
have given me today.”

Video of McKinney’s 
remarks can be found with the web 
posting of this story.

MCKINNEY
from page A1

Read this 
story online

Read this 
story online
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Churches
817-901-9455
5050 S Hwy 5

Aledo, TX

EVERYONE WELCOME
WWW.PCCOWBOYCHURCH.ORG

Sundays
Bible Study 8:30 AM
Service 10:00 AM

PARKER COUNTY COWBOY CHURCH
PCCC

16250 Old Weatherford Road
Aledo, Texas

For current Mass Times visit our website at:
www.HolyRedeemerAledo.org

For more information contact the Parish Office at 817-441-3500

The Willow Park  
Church of 

Christ
721 Ranch House Road

Sunday Worship Assembly – 10:30 am

www.thewillowparkchurchofchrist.com

aledoumc.org 

your church since 1878

@Oak and Pecan (817) 441 8329

WORSHIP WITH US AT

united methodist church
ALEDO

Sundays
Contemporary Service 9am

Traditional Service 11am
Online Worship - aledoumc.org

Wednesday Nights
Adult Bible Study 

ChildChildren’s JAM (K-5th)
Students @ the Quad
Vocal and Bell Choirs 

YOU'RE INVITED!

SUNDAY'S AT 10:00AM 

SUNDAY

Saturday in the Park
On any given day hundreds 

of young people can be found 
in the spring at the Aledo 
Athletics ballparks participat-
ing in the national pastime. 
These players were found on 
April 13.

Read this 
story online

Lady Dawgs third baseman Marley Rose readies 
a throw to first.

Bella Foxworth of the Texas Twisters swings 
at a pitch.Reagan Dendy waits for a pitch. Parker Johnson pitches for the Pirates. Katem Shaw of the Lady Dawgs fields a grounder.

Second baseman Carter Blackburn of the 
Angels t-ball team throws to first.

Levi Smith reaches first on a hit for the 
Giants.

Ryan Corcia of the Angels runs to first after 
a hit.

PHOTOS BY CHRISTOPHER AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

http://aledoumc.org
https://www.community-news.com/stories/saturday-in-the-park,32767
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AHS exchange student fan of Bearcats and new country
By John English 
The Community News

Elena Aresi's face lights up as 
soon as she hears the words "the 
Aledo football team." 

The Italy native is an exchange 
student at Aledo High School this 
year, and following a season where 
her adopted school's team won the 
5A-Division I state championship, 
Aresi is now a certifiable devotee of 
Bearcat Nation. 

"From the first game I really 
fell in love with it," Aresi said. "I 
didn't know anything, so I started 
asking questions to my host family 
about the sport, and then I kind 
of got obsessed with it. Now I love 
American football. All the games 
were so much fun — the home 
games, the playoffs and all the way 
to state. I lost my voice, but it was 
amazing." 

Gina Davis, Aresi's host mother 
during her stay in the United States, 
could not agree more. 

"My husband is a huge sports 
fan and he has taken her to every 
sporting event we have," Davis said. 
"She went to the Mavericks, and she 
went to the Rangers and she went to 
a tennis tournament that was here. 
But when she said she is obsessed 
with the Aledo football team, that 
is not an understatement. She was 
probably their biggest fan." 

The AHS junior has even memo-
rized the Bearcat roster.

Adjusting to differences
Aresi, 17, grew up in the city 

of Milan and came to the U.S. in 
August of 2022 to spend her junior 
year abroad and expand her hori-
zons a bit. 

"I wanted to learn English and 
find out what Texas is all about," 
Aresi said. "I wanted to learn about 
your culture." 

And what has she learned? 
"It's a lot different from my life in 

Italy,” Aresi said. “Italy is completely 
different. We don't have any sports 
in high school. The food is different, 
and people here are nicer than they 
are in Italy. And then we have small-
er cars, and we don't have the rodeo 
or American football." 

Another difference is how she 
gets around these days. 

"One of the biggest adjustments 
for me was that I used a lot of public 

transportation in Italy," Aresi said. 
"And I walked a lot. But I can't 
walk anywhere here. And then one 
of the conditions of doing this is 
that I can't drive, and I don't have a 
license. So I have to rely on my host 
family to take me everywhere, and 
that's different.” 

But the Davis family does 
not mind, and Aresi has traveled 
extensively with her host family 
throughout her stay. 

One of Aresi's biggest objectives 
in studying abroad this school year 
was to improve her English, and 
Davis said she has certainly accom-
plished that goal. 

“I think it's improved quite a 
bit," Davis said. "Her vocabulary has 
always been extremely impressive. 
The students have to do a language 
test before they come and she scored 
high on that. She has been study-
ing English throughout her time in 
school, and so when she got here she 
was using some words that typical 
17-year olds from the United States 
don't use. She spoke really slowly 
at first when she 
got here, and now 
she speaks almost 
as fast in English 
as she does in 
Italian." 

Aresi said that 
in Milan, her typ-
ical day usually 
involved walking 
to  school with her 
friends, coming 
home and making 
some pasta in the 
early afternoon.  

The school day 
is not as long in Italy and students 
do not eat at school.  

Aresi would then go to the gym 
and maybe into town to hang out 
with her friends. 

There are no extra-curricular 
activities in Italian schools, and 
while that makes for a shorter day 
than in American Schools, Aresi 
sees the virtues of both. 

“I like how American 
Schools are organized with 
the extracurricular stuff," 
Aresi said. "But I don't like 
eating at school. I prefer 
eating alone at my house. 
So they both have their pros 
and cons, but I would say 

the American School day is way 
more fun." 

Picturing America in her 
mind

Aresi admits that while some of 
her ideas of what America would 
be like before her visit were pretty 
accurate, others were a little bit dif-
ferent than reality. 

"I watched a lot of movies like 
'High School Musical,'" Aresi said. 
"I thought people would be dancing 
and singing, but that didn't happen. 
I had expectations about prom, and 
I'm really excited about it and all of 
the sports. I wanted to travel a lot, 
and we have done that. But I always 
knew that I was going to have a 
great time here." 

Aresi was allowed to participate 
in extracurricular activities and 
decided to join the yearbook staff. 

One of the things she has enjoyed 
the most about her visit is the Aledo 
community itself. 

"It's been really wel-
coming," Aresi said. "The 
school has helped me a lot 
to make new friends. And I 
like that it's a small town, 
and I've gotten to meet a 
lot of people. It's a lot dif-
ferent than a big city. I 
have a lot of special people 
here that I'm going to miss, 
my friends and host family 
and just the community. 
There is so much spirit, 
and I love the school." 

Davis said this is her 
family's first exchange stu-

dent and said it could not have gone 
better. 

"It's been a fantastic experience," 
Davis said. "We're all glad we did it. 
She has joined with our family and 
participated in everything, and she's 
100 percent in on any new thing 
that we want to do or place we go to 
eat. She is all in. It's also given us a 
chance to go back to do a lot of the 

tourist type of things that 
we haven't done in a long 
time, and it's so much fun to 
see her get so excited." 

Aresi said she did not 
miss Italy at all for the first 
five months of her trip, but 
in January began to struggle 

with homesickness for about two 
weeks. 

She did get past it, and it taught 
the Aledo junior something about 
herself that she says is one of the 
most important takeaways from her 
time here.  

"I'm stronger than I imagined," 
Aresi said. "Because when you're 

alone, and you don't have your fam-
ily or friends, you have to count 
on yourself. Even though I have a 
host family that I love, and they've 
helped me a lot, there are some days 
where you're alone, and you feel 
alone. You just have to react and get 
through that by yourself. And I've 
been able to do that.”

Read this 
story online

GINA DAVIS/SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Elena is shown at the state championship game, won by the Bearcats.

GINA DAVIS/SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Elena is shown at the end of the Aledo Bearcats' state semifinal 
football game against Longview. She, like many, was happy the 
Bearcats won as she was not ready for the season to be over.

GINA DAVIS/SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Chris Davis, Elena Aresi, Gina Davis, and Alex Davis are 
shown at Laguna Beach, California. They got in the Pacific 
Ocean in October.

GINA DAVIS/SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Foreign exchange student Elena Aresi is shown at Bob's  
Big Boy in California with some of the American food she's 
really enjoyed.

GINA DAVIS/SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Elena is shown riding horseback in Kansas.

I like that 
it’s a small 
town, and 
I’ve gotten 
to meet  
a lot of  
people. 

Elena Aresi
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The Texas Senate unanimously 
approved a $308 billion two-
year budget last week, the Austin 
American-Statesman reported. The 
next step is to reconcile that budget 
with one passed earlier by the Texas 
House.

The Senate’s budget funds $10 
billion in electric grid reforms, pro-
vides pay raises to state employees, 
and devotes more than half of its 
budget to funding education.

“Over the next few weeks, I will 
be working with my colleagues in the 
Senate and the House to reach a con-
sensus on the differences between the 
two chambers, and I look forward to 
sending the final appropriations bill 
to Gov. (Greg) Abbott before the leg-
islative session ends,” state Sen. Joan 
Huffman, R- Houston said in a state-
ment. Huffman chairs the finance 
committee.

The main difference in the two 
budgets is in how to provide prop-
erty tax relief. The House version 
dedicates $17.3 billion to cutting the 
annual amount a home’s appraisal 
can increase, from 10% to 5%. The 
Senate budget allocates $16.5 billion 
for property tax relief by increas-
ing the homestead exemption from 
$40,000 to $70,000, with added 
breaks for homeowners 65 and older.

Medicaid expansion for 
new moms possible

The Texas House has passed a 
bill that allows low-income moms to 
stay on Medicaid for a full year after 
childbirth.

The Texas Tribune reported 
that is a marked increase from cur-
rent practice, in which postpartum 
Medicaid expires two months after 
birth in Texas.

The bill has widespread support, 
including from Gov Greg Abbott 
and more than 170 groups in the 
state across the political spectrum. 
However, Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick, who 
presides over the Senate, has not 
publicly stated his position on the 
measure.

Texas has the largest uninsured 
population in the country, 
with nearly 1 in 5 Texans 
lacking health insurance, 
the Tribune reported.

“As I have said before, it 
is essential that the Texas 
House makes meaning-
ful progress this year on 

better supporting mothers and chil-
dren in the state — and that starts 
with extending health coverage for 
new moms to a full year,” House 
Speaker Dade Phelan, R-Beaumont, 
said previously when outlining his 
priorities for the legislative session.

Bill bans ‘sexually  
explicit’ books in school 
libraries

The Texas House last week 
passed a preliminary measure that 
requires vendors to assign a rating 
to books with sexual content before 
selling them to school districts, The 
Dallas Morning News reported. The 
measure requires one more vote in 
the House before heading to the 
Senate, where it is likely to pass.

“This bill is about radically 
sexual content in the hands of unac-
companied children in public school 
libraries,” state Rep. Jared Patterson, 
R-Frisco, the bill’s sponsor, said 
from the House floor Thursday.

Opponents to the measure are 
concerned it would lead to books 
about LGBTQ people being banned 
from libraries. About a dozen people 
with the Texas Freedom Network held 
a read-in on the Capitol rotunda’s 
floor as the bill was being debated.

State Rep. Venton Jones, 
D-Dallas, is one of eight openly 
LGBTQ legislators. He said the bill 
would hurt children who grow up 
feeling out of place because of their 
sexual orientation.

“I remember going to my school 
library looking for books when 
healthy conversations with my loved 
ones were not always available or 
always comfortable,” Jones said. 
“What I was looking for was materi-
als that spoke to me and for stories 
of the people who came before me.”

Billions more for  
university research likely

Billions of dollars for higher edu-
cation research appear likely as two 
bills have passed the House, the 
Statesman reported. One measure 
changes the name of the National 
Research University Fund to the 
Texas University Fund, while 
another proposes a constitutional 
amendment to enact the bill and 
allocate $3.5 billion to the fund.

Both bills were filed by state Rep. 
Greg Bonnen, R-Friendswood.

“This is a transformative piece 
of legislation that will allow Texas 
for generations to come to be the 

intellectual capital of the 
world,” Bonnen said last 
week. “It changes the eligi-
bility requirements for access 
to this fund, and it does so 
in a merit-based approach 
and in an approach that, 
as other universities grow 

and enhance their research perfor-
mance, they will be able to access 
this fund and not dilute the ones 
that are currently in the fund.”

Similar measures have already 
passed the Senate, though that body 
allocated $1 billion less than the 
House measure.

‘Lights out’ across Texas 
helps birds migrate

The annual migration of birds 
through Texas to northern breeding 
grounds has begun, and Texans are 
urged to help by turning off outdoor 
lights at night from now through 
May 12, according to the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department.

Bird mortalities are associated 
with light pollution, which disorients 
our winged friends. One of every 
three birds migrating through the 
United States comes through Texas 
in the spring and fall – nearly 2 bil-
lion in total, according to TPWD.

Texans can help by:
•  Turning off all nonessential 

lights from 11 p.m. to 6 a.m. 
during this migration period.

•  Not using landscape lighting 
to illuminate trees or gardens 
where birds may be resting.

•  Aim security and safety lighting 
downward.

•  In commercial buildings, ensur-
ing custodial work is done by 11 
p.m., and lights are turned off.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-win-
ning Texas journalist. He published 
a number of community newspapers 
in Texas during a 30-year span, 
including in Longview, Fort Stockton, 
Nacogdoches, and Cedar Park. Email: 
gborders@texaspress.com.

Capital Highlights

Senate, House begin budget 
reconciliation process

Gary Borders
gborders@texaspress.com

Commentaryy

Read this 
story online

A new Political Action 
Committee (PAC) has recent-
ly formed to oppose the Aledo 
ISD Bond proposed by a group of 
49 community members — your 
neighbors, friends, and fellow tax-
payers. The group calls themselves 
“Concerned Parents of Aledo ISD 
PAC” and you may see some infor-
mation from them in your mailbox. 

I, too, am a concerned parent 
of Aledo ISD. That is what con-
victed me to get involved and find 
solutions. My family moved here 
in 2016, and I voted against the 
2017 Bond out of concern for taxes, 
debt, and construction costs. Why? 
Because that is what someone told 
me. Someone at church convinced 
me that if we voted no, then the dis-
trict would be forced to come back 
with a smaller, better bond package. 
Apparently, Aledo had a history of 
bonds failing before they passed, but 
my no vote did not change what was 
needed for the kids in the district. 
Growth was obviously an issue, and 
as a newer resident contributing to 
the “problem,” I wanted to be part of 
the solution.

In 2019, I volunteered for the 
Bearcat Growth Committee and 
became intimately engaged in 
the district’s demographic projec-
tions, finances, debt management 
practices, and facility deficits. I 

quickly learned what was shared 
with me prior to the 2017 Bond 
did not paint a complete or accu-
rate picture of Aledo ISD and the 
challenges the district faced in 
preparing for the future. 

As it turned out, after every 
failed bond election since 2001, 
the major projects included in the 
next bond that passed were at a 
higher price than originally pro-
posed! Delaying projects had cost 
the taxpayers more money, put 
more capacity stress on the dis-
trict’s educational infrastructure, 
and placed our teachers in the 
difficult position of educating our 
kids in less than ideal circum-
stances (large class sizes, shared 
resources, aging facilities).

The 2019 Bond went a long 
way in getting the district “caught 
up” with facility capacity and pro-
viding a similar experience for all 
students regardless of the campus 
they attended. Growth has contin-
ued as was projected. 

The time has arrived once again 
to decide about our children’s edu-
cational future, but this concerned 
parent of Aledo ISD is worried 
that voters may once again receive 
information that does not present a 
complete or accurate picture of the 
challenges facing 
our school district 
and the solutions 
proposed.

As a co-chair 
of the current 
Aledo Growth 
Committee that 
put together the 
current bond pro-
posal, I can attest that the concerns 
for taxes, debt, and construction 
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Obituaries
Kevin Paul Feldman

Kevin Paul 
Feldman, 65, 
beloved husband, 
father, son, uncle 
and friend passed 
away Monday, 
April 17, 2023.

Kevin was 
born June 30, 
1957, in Sault 
Saint Marie, 
Michigan, son 
of Irwin and Betty (Baril) 
Feldman. He married Linda 
Marshall and they spent 
more than 20 happy years 
together.

Kevin had many tal-
ents. He worked as VP of 
Construction-Rehab Projects 
for Equity Residential, where 
he served with them more 
than 15 years in various capac-
ities for maintenance and 
construction. Kevin was also 
a real estate agent/investor. 
He was an all-around handy-
man, “If it is broken, it can 
be fixed!” was his motto, and 
thus Mo Betta Engineering 
was born, providing services 
for primary friends, family, 
and church needs as request-
ed. Kevin was a genius-level 
thinker, an Excel wizard, 
and excellent in all computer 

skills. He was a mentor, 
encouraging others 
to think effectively, 
and training teams 
of associates in skills 
such as electrical, 
HVAC, plumbing, and 
pool maintenance.

Kevin enjoyed 
fishing, camping, 
boating, and doing 
maintenance proj-
ects for others. He 
often did mainte-

nance projects around the 
church, many times without 
request from the priest. He 
just saw a job that needed to 
be done and did it. It could 
be anything from gardening 
to renovation projects with 
the Community Building. 
He gave his skills and talents 
freely in service to the Lord.

Kevin loved the holiday 
season! He baked holiday 
strawberry bread for on-site 
management teams, smoked 
holiday hams for family and 
friends, and pulled Christmas 
trees out of swimming pools 
to settle a family dispute 
between mother and daugh-
ter (a story for another day).

Kevin was a great listener. 
He allowed others to share 
their stories openly, freely, 

without judgment. He pro-
vided advice when requested 
and gentle guidance when he 
saw it was needed to help one 
move forward.

Kevin was a good guy 
with a big bear façade and 
a gentle heart. He will be 
missed by many.

He was preceded in death 
by his step-daughter, Ashley 
Lorraine Hobbs.

Survivors include his 
wife, Linda Feldman; par-
ents, Irwin and Betty 
Feldman of Tucson, Arizona; 
sisters, Kristy Butler (Bob), 
of Richmond, Virginia, and 
Kimberley Smith (Chris), 
of Arlington; sons, Jason 
Feldman of Forney, and Adam 
Feldman; daughter, Brianne 
Feldman; step-son, Andrew 
Marshall of Grapevine; seven 
grandchildren; several niec-
es and nephews; and many 
extended family members, 
co-workers, church family, 
and friends.

 A memorial service 
is scheduled for 11 a.m. 
Saturday, April 29, 2023, at 
St. Francis of Assisi Anglican 
Church, 117 Ranch House 
Road in Willow Park.
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Kevin Feldman

As projected, growth 
in the area continued in 
the early 2000s. A 2005 
bond provided funding 
to address the growth. A 
fourth elementary school 
(McCall) was added north 
of I-20, classrooms were 
added to Coder and Stuard 
Elementary Schools, and the 
Aledo Learning Center was 
constructed to offer more 
opportunities for high school 
students. In a second propo-
sition, funding was approved 
for athletic facilities on the 
new high school campus, 
including Bearcat Stadium. 

By 2008, Aledo ISD had 
four elementary schools 
serving kindergarten to fifth 
grade, a sixth-grade-only 
intermediate school, a middle 
school for seventh and eighth 
graders, and a high school 
that was just starting to feel 
the impact from enrollment 
growth previously addressed 
at the elementary levels.

Included in the literature 
from the 1998 Bond that set 
a new path for Aledo ISD was 
the recognition of a future 
choice for the community to 
make regarding high school:

“When this new facility 
reaches capacity, the school 
board and community will 
face two possibilities: (1) 
add classrooms to create a 
5A high school of 2,000 stu-
dents, or (2) create a second 
4A high school. That deci-
sion will need review in eight 
to ten years.”

In 2008, that decision 
time had arrived. A 2008 
bond provided the funding 
for the Daniel Ninth Grade 
campus. Rather than build a 
second high school, the com-
munity at the time decided 
to expand the current high 
school campus to its current 
capacity, creating room to 
grow into a high school that 

would meet the state’s high-
est enrollment classification 
for UIL competitions.

Ninth-graders moved 
into their own facility, but 
utilized the adjacent high 
school building for some 
classes and special programs. 
This is still the case today.

Reconfiguring
Continued growth 

required some grade level 
reconfiguration at the ele-
mentary school level. 
Although a 2015 bond 
approved the construction of 
a new elementary school, it 
would not be open for two 
more years. Fifth-graders 
joined the sixth-graders at 
McAnally Intermediate cam-
pus between 2015-2017 to 
accommodate a growing ele-
mentary school population. 

By 2017, kindergarten 
enrollment had surpassed 
400 students (422) for the first 
time as the district opened 
its fifth elementary school, 
Walsh Elementary School. 
McAnally Intermediate 
returned to sixth grade 
only as the five elementary 
schools once again welcomed 
kindergarten through fifth 
grade. Coder Elementary 
remained the only school 
providing pre-kindergarten 
classes.

As anticipat-
ed, more rooftops 
produced more stu-
dents, placing more 
strain on the educa-
tional infrastructure 
in Aledo ISD. More 
classroom space was 
needed for elemen-
tary school children. Aledo 
Middle School was experi-
encing the double trouble of 
student overcrowding and 
a deteriorating building. 
A 2019 bond provided the 
funding to address both ele-
mentary and middle school 
capacity concerns while 

securing the continued lifes-
pan of aging buildings. 

With these funds, a sixth 
elementary school (Annetta) 
opened in 2021, a second 
middle school (McAnally) 
opened in 2022, Aledo 
Middle School was signifi-
cantly renovated to nearly 
a brand new campus with 
added capacity, Vandagriff 
Elementary had a new, larg-
er home at the renovated 
former intermediate school 
campus, pre-K was moved 
from Coder Elementary to 
add classroom space, and an 
Early Childhood Academy 
now occupies the space of 
old Vandagriff Elementary 
housing all district pre-K 
students and a daycare for 
district employees. 

The 1955 high school 
building was retired and torn 
down after serving students 
for more than 67 years.

As the community 
approaches the 100-year 
anniversary of a “bold com-
mitment to education and 
investment in their children,” 
reflect for a minute on when 
you and your family entered 
this timeline of growth. For 
the past century, our com-
munity has embraced new 
families moving to the area 
and welcomed new gener-
ations of existing residents 
as their families grew. We 

have all contributed 
to the growth of this 
area in some way, 
and the community 
has always respond-
ed by taking care of 
the next generation. 

Special thanks to 
Lynn McKinney for 

her commitment to our chil-
dren over her many years of 
service in Aledo ISD and for 
helping piece together part 
of our community’s histo-
ry. Also, thank you to Ben 
McCarthy for keeping history 
alive through his Facebook 
group, Backroads of Aledo.

GROWTH
from page A1

Read this 
story online

costs were passionately debat-
ed. The committee wrestled 
with the reality of growth and 
the associated investments 
required by the community. 
At the forefront of our dis-
cussions was what was best 
for our children, but every 
decision point was examined 
through the eyes of our com-
munity as represented by the 
49 committee members.

What are we asking the 
community to support? How 

will this impact their kids 
and grandkids? How will this 
impact their taxes? Will the 
community support what 
this group has identified as 
an immediate concern? How 
do we best plan for the next 
ten years and beyond?

Ultimately, the bond pro-
posal in front of the Aledo 
ISD community for vote on 
May 6, 2023, reflects nearly 
eight months of data review, 
discussion, debate, and com-
promise that invests in our 
children and acknowledges 
the real cost associated for 

our community. I believe our 
children, our teachers, and 
our community are worth 
the investment! Please vote. 
Please support the propos-
al from your taxpaying peers 
who volunteered their time 
and came to a unanimous 
recommendation for your 
consideration.

Dan Reilley is a parent in 
Aledo ISD and Co-Chair of the 
Aledo Growth Committee.

WORTH
from page B2
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ALEDO,  DFW,  MIDLAND,

AMARILLO,  &  AUST IN

Granite, Quartz, Marble, and Solid Surface

817-565-3110 • DFWCountertopRepair.com
A division of Marz Remodeling, LLC

RESTORE • REPAIR • REFINISH • MODIFY

ATEX TRASH 
SERVICESERVICE

PROVIDING EXCELLENT 
SERVICE FOR THOSE 

OUTSIDE THE CITY LIMITS

WEEKLY SERVICE: 
$35 PER MONTH

Locally owned and 
operated since 2010

TIM GREEN: 
817-344-8464

WWW.ATEXTRASH.COM

Ring Leaders Kennel

• Grooming 
• Boarding 
• Heated & 

Cooled 
• Indoor & 

Outdoor 
Runs

• 24 Hour 
Attendant 

Aledo 817-441-8071

We go the 
distance to care 

for your pet!

Children, youth, and adults 
can all find a place at Church at 
the Crossing in Aledo.

YOUTH:
The CrossYTH Student 

Ministry is looking forward to a 
busy summer! We will be head-
ed to camp June 12-14, serving 
at Adventure Week June 26-29, 
serving at Mission Waco July 
27-30, and ending our sum-
mer with a giant pool party and 
cookout on August 6. 

There will also be girls & guys 
events on Wednesdays through-
out the summer! We can’t wait 
for all the fun and fellowship in 
the Texas sun!

CHILDREN:
The Crossing is coming 

up on its 18th year of hosting 
Adventure Week for the Aledo 
Community. This year AW23 is 
June 26-29 9:30 AM-12:30 PM 
@The Crossing.  The cost is 
totally free unless you want to 
buy a T-Shirt for $5.

This year the theme is EGYPT 
RESCUE TEAM. We will be 
studying in the book of Exodus 
about how God sent Moses to 
Rescue His People out of Egypt. 
We will also be going to summer 
camp in Glen Rose, Texas July 
6th-10th for 3rd-6th Grades.

MISSIONS:
The Crossing is involved in 

serving our community in many 
ways. We partner with many 
organizations including Center 
of Hope, Grace House, Titus 
2 Ministries, and the Refugee 
ministry to name a few.

Starting Mothers Day and 
running through Fathers Day 
we will be collecting money 
for Grace House’s Baby Bottle 
Campaign.

We also will be serving meals 
to those in need at Center of 
Hope in Weatherford, and we 
will be serving several times 
in the upcoming months. We 
recently painted bookcases for 
the Ready for School Program 
for young refugee children in 
Fort Worth. We also will be 
assisting with needs of newly 
arrived refugee families helping 
them to have an easier transition 
to their new homes. 

 

 CHURCHWIDE:
Spring Picnic - May 7th 

- Baptisms
We invite you to visit our 

Crossing family! Service Times: 
Bible Study 9:30am Worship 
10:45am Visit us online www.
crossingaledo.com to connect 
with other ministries and events.

Church at the Crossing has a place for you!

Read this 
story online

https://www.community-news.com/stories/church-at-the-crossing-has-a-place-for-you,32777
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I-20 ANIMAL HOSPITAL
817-341-3331817-341-3331

3713 Fort Worth Hwy  Between Exits 415 and 414 
Hudson Oaks, TX  76087

www.I-20animalhospital.com

OPEN 24 HOURSOPEN 24 HOURS
DAILYDAILY

GENERAL PET WELLNESS 
HEALTH CARE
• INTERNAL MEDICINE
• SURGERY 

General and Advanced
• RADIOLOGY 

Digital including dental
• LASER THERAPY
• Computed Tomography 
              (CT scan)-NEW!                         

• EMERGENCY & CRITICAL 
CARE

• COMPLETE IN-HOUSE 
LABORATORY

• DENTAL CARE 
General and Advanced

• ULTRASONOGRAPHY
• ONCOLOGY
• ENDOSCOPY 

Life insurance 
can be life-
changing

Life won’t always go as 
planned. That’s why there’s 
life insurance. It can help you 
protect your family’s future, 
no matter what happens.  
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed 
in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company 
(Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL

2001574

Bobby J J Rigues, Agent
411 FM 1187 N
Aledo, TX  76008
Bus: 817-441-9966
www.bobbyrigues.com

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

MyserOrtho.com  •  817-441-8700  •  Aledo & Willow Park

BOYS GOLF

Bearcats’ Mahanay qualifies for state
Bearcats narrowly miss 
team berth
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

Aledo senior golfer Braylon Mahanay 
will once again compete at the Class 5A State 
Golf Tournament this year after qualifying 
at the Region 1 Tournament in Lubbock 
Wednesday and Thursday, April 19-20.

Mahanay had two rounds totaling 149 
on the Rawls Golf Course. He was the indi-
vidual leader after the first day, shooting a 
2-under-par 70 and followed with a 79.

Mahanay was tied for third overall. 
However, his score was the lowest among 
golfers not on state qualifying teams.

The top three teams and the top three 
individuals not on those teams qualified 
for state.

Sharing low medalist honors were Blake 
Keen of Burleson Centennial and Gavin 
Lane of Argyle, each finishing with a 144.

The state tournament is May 22-23 at 
the White Wing Golf Club in Georgetown.

Turn to GOLF, page B7

CANDICE MAHANAY

Aledo senior Braylon Mahanay will compete 
at the Class 5A Boys State Golf Tournament 
May 22-23 after qualifying from the 5A 
Region 1 Tournament in Lubbock.

SOFTBALL

Ladycats breeze past Azle and Granbury  
to close regular season

Top seed from 
district in playoffs
By Ryan Wade
The Community News

After running away with 
the final two games of the reg-
ular season against Azle and 
Granbury, Aledo’s Ladycats 
(24-5-1 overall, 12-0 in District 
5-5A) ran away with the No. 1 
seed heading into the playoffs. 

On Wednesday, April 19, 
the Ladycats treated Azle to 
a 13-1 drumming on Senior 
Night. They followed up that 
performance by plundering 
the Lady Pirates, 10-0, in 
the season finale on Friday, 
April 21 as Brenlee Gonzales 
pitched a no-hitter.

Gonzales struck out seven 
and issued no walks. Were it 
not for an Aledo error no run-
ner would have reached base.

Both games ended early 
with Aledo up by 10 runs or 
more at the end of the fifth 
inning invoking the run rule.

“Another strikeout” 
a cliché for Touchet

Senior hurler Nathalie 
Touchet took the mound for 
Aledo on Senior Night in the 
final regular season home 
game of her high school career. 
Aside from her lone mistake on 
the night that ended up being 
a solo home run for the Lady 
Hornets in the top of the first 

inning, Touchet spun a gem in 
the circle. She tossed all five 
innings, giving up just the one 
hit, while walking a pair. Her 
five strikeouts in the game put 
her at 100 on the season as she 
crossed the threshold of 300 in 
her career as a Ladycat.

More hits than the 
Billboard Top 40

The story of Aledo’s excel-
lence in execution at the plate 
hasn’t changed over the season. 
In the final two games of the 
year, the Ladycats continued 
to manufacture runs virtually 
at will by stringing timely hits 
together with runners scat-
tered around the bases.

On top of the hard-hit line 
drives to the gaps, extra-base 
hits have been bountiful over 
the past week. Ana Flores 
picked up a double against Azle 
and Granbury. Reagan Davis 
blazed around the bases for a 
triple against Azle. Addie Perry 
and Brenlee Gonzales each 
earned a triple in the season 
finale at Granbury. Presley Hull 
motored around the bases for 
a triple in each contest, as well.

Ladycats begin  
playoffs with their 
eyes on the prize

With the final games of 
the 2023 schedule out of the 

KEITH HILL

Aledo shortstop, Ana Flores, tags second base for the force out on a field-
er's choice in the top of the first inning of the Ladycats’ 13-1 win over Azle.Turn to SOFTBALL, page B8

BASEBALL

Bearcats 
peaking at  
right time

First place in district  
heading into final game
By Ryan Wade
The Community News

After an up-and-down start to the 
month of April, Aledo’s Bearcat baseball 
team has put it all together in the last two 
weeks of the regular season as they’ve won 
four in a row while simultaneously securing 
the No. 1 seed in District 5-5A. 

Aledo (20-10 overall, 9-3 in district) 
took care of Azle on the road with a 15-7 
win on Friday, April 21, that included a 
nine-run eighth inning. They followed up 
that performance on Saturday, April 22, 
with a 2-0 shutout of Mansfield Lake Ridge 
as they celebrated Senior Day. On Monday, 
the Bearcats secured their spot atop the 
District 5-5A standings with another shut-
out victory, their ninth of the year, over 
Wichita Falls Rider, 7-0.

The Bearcats will conclude their 2023 
campaign on Friday as they look to sweep 
Rider’s Raiders at Bearcat Field before 
starting their playoff bid next week. Friday’s 
season finale is slated for a 7 p.m. start.

Scoring late, feeling great
Having lost the first game of the series to 

Aledo at Bearcat Field a few days before, Azle 
sought to take Game 2 on their home field on 
Friday. The Hornets swarmed the Bearcats 
early, scoring six runs in the bottom of the 
first inning.

Following the six-run first-inning flurry 
by the home team, the Bearcats managed 

Turn to BASEBALL, page B8

TRACK AND FIELD

Aledo teams sweep area titles
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

A little more than a week 
after sweeping to champi-
onships in the District 5-5A 
Meet on their own turf, the 
Aledo Bearcats and Ladycats 
repeated the accomplishment 
at Texan Stadium in Justin in 
the Area 5/6 Meet on Friday, 
April 21.

This is the third consecu-
tive season the Aledo teams 
have achieved such a sweep.

The Region 1 Meet 
is Friday and Saturday, 
April 28-29 at Texas Tech 
University in Lubbock. The 
top two finishers in each 
event qualify for state, as does 
the top third-place finisher 
in each event across all four 
regions as a wild card.

State is May 11-13 at the 
University of Texas in Austin.

The Ladycats scored 142 
points to outdistance run-
ner-up Northwest with 96 
points. The Bearcats had a lit-
tle closer victory, edging Fort 
Worth Southwest 117-110.

“While other teams were 
battling it out in the speed 
events, we were picking up 
points almost everywhere 
else,” Ladycats coach Mike 
Pinkerton said. “Very proud 
of how these girls competed!”

For a second straight sea-
son the Bearcats have won 
every meet in the regular sea-
son and area.

“I knew it would be tight in 
the points without having a 4x1 
and the vaulter, but the kids 
showed up and ran well enough 
to get the win,” Bearcats coach 
Andrew Clark said.

At district, the 400 relay 
dropped the baton and did not 
advance. Also, shockingly, Sean 

Gribble, who has the highest 
pole vault in the state (17-0.75) 
and the second highest in the 
nation, had a no height.

The Bearcats’ 1600-
meter relay broke the school 
record with a winning time 
of 3:19.06 with Nathan 
Wood, Aven Lawrence, Blake 
Burdine and Hauss Hejny.

“I think we are just get-
ting started. I think with the 
pressure of the big meet and 
someone out in front of us that 
we have to go catch, I think they 
can break the record again and 
also qualify for state,” Clark said.

The Bearcats’ 800 relay 
of Hawk Patrick-Daniels, 
Chris Johnson, Hejny and 
Lawrence was close to break-
ing the school record, clocking 
a winning time of 1:27.36.

“I think once we get out to 
Regionals and we have some 

Turn to TRACK, page B7
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Classifieds

Business Cards

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
SERVICE AND REPAIR • LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

817-441-8633
• • NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS • •

817-443-9733
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR
LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

• COMPOSITION SHINGLES
• WOOD SHINGLES
• NEW ROOFS • REROOFS
• REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 • mobile (817) 996-2726

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

Insurance Claims Handled

Free 

Estim
ates

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor 

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100  
Aledo, TX 76008  
Bus. 817-441-4108 • Fax 800-656-0301 
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com 
www.edwardjones.com

Thousands of Lifelong Customers.

With the same name and number since 1973, Billy Harris Roofing is here before, during and after the Texas 
storms. Billy Harris Roofing has had the same crews since 1992 which has paved the way to 10 consecutive 

Angie’s List Super Service Awards since 2006. Billy Harris Roofing prides itself on quality... not quantity! 
Give the experts a call today and find out for yourself why thousands of life-long customers 

have put their trust in Billy Harris Roofing • 817-249-3338 • www.billyharris-roofi ng.com

817-249-3338 Same Crews Since 1992

Same Name & Number Since 1973
Previous Awards 
from 2006 to 2015

Vanity Tops                                           Tubs 
Whirlpool Tubs                         Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE
2927 Greenlee Park Trail

Weatherford, Texas 76088

  817-341-8970
Natural Granite  •  Solid Surface  •  Silestone

5 & 6 Inch Seamless Gutters • Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial • New & Repair

ROSS GUTTERS
In Business Since 1995

Office: 817-565-4658
Talk and text 817-771-9661

FREE SPLASH BLOCKS FOR A LIMITED TIME

Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

(817) 249-2028

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t

Ken Hartman, Proprietor

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry 
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

Hearing
Care Center
4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702
Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre
Phone: 817.263.1971

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
CHAPPELL

Operated by a subsidary  
of NRT, LLC

KIMBERLY MEYER, 
ABR, CRS, GRI

REALTOR®

Cell (817) 929-0347
kimberly.meyer@cbdfw.com

5924 Convair Drive #420  
Fort Worth, TX 76109

www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer

Global Luxury Specialist

1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 817-504-7662817-504-7662
Call for availability · Boat & RV parking - $50Call for availability · Boat & RV parking - $50

10x10 $65 • 10x20 $95 • 10x30 $14010x10 $65 • 10x20 $95 • 10x30 $140

We have lots of room  
for your stuff!

1187 MINI STORAGE1187 MINI STORAGE

Proposals for Aledo Elementary #7

CORE Construction, Inc., Construction Manager at Risk for Aledo 
ISD is requesting Competitive Proposals from subcontractors and 
suppliers for the Aledo Elementary #7. Please provide GMP proposals 
based on current construction documents.

Proposals for Aledo Elementary #7 are due on Thursday May 4th, 
2023, by 2:00 pm CST. 

Submit via email to bidstx@coreconstruction.com, through Building 
Connected or by hand delivery to CORE Construction, 6320 Research 
Road, Frisco, TX  75033.

CORE Construction will be hosting a virtual pre-bid meeting will be 
held on Thursday, April 20th, 2023, at 10:00 am, via MS Teams. 
Please use the below link to join:

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NWI3ZD 
Y3ZDgtOGRlMS00MjQwLTkwMGMtMTgyNjg1ZmIwOWRk%40thread.
v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2244aa2f4e-7160-484f-a981-
e46fcca0834c%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%225bb17076-ee78-4806-
9d9d-bd799dce8077%22%7d

Please reach out to Conner Wade with any questions: Connerwade@
coreconstruction.com.

Last day for RFI’s will be Thursday April 27th, 2023, by 12:00pm. 

Plans are available via Building Connected and area plan rooms. 

All interested subcontractors and suppliers including Local, HUB, 
MBE, WBE SBE are encouraged to participate.

TexSCAN Week of 
April 23-29, 2023

ACREAGE
LAND FOR SALE. Hunting, recreational, retirement. 
Hill Country, Trans Pecos regions in South Texas. 
30-year fixed rate, owner financing, 5% down. 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com. 800-876-9720.

Big Acreage Bargains! 25 to 100+ acres from $4,995/
acre. Beautiful 25 to 100+ acre hunting & recreational 
tracts – perfect for wildlife spectators, hunters & 
nature enthusiasts. Prime location in Brady, the heart 
of Texas. High speed internet! 877-333-7390 x41, 
RanchesAtBuckRidgeTX.com.

ARROWHEADS
INDIAN ARROWHEADS WANTED. Point Type: 
Clovis, Yuma, Firstview & Eden. Must be old, authentic 
& unbroken. Absolute top dollar paid – up to 5 figures 
for one point. I am a very serious high-end collector. 
Call 979-218-3351. 

Want to lease an area (small acreage) to find Indian 
arrowheads in the sand dunes of West Texas. I will 
pay up to five figures for the right property. Call 
979-218-3351.

AUCTION
Online Auction – Rocking F Ranch, 300 +/- ranch, 2 
homes, beautiful rolling hills, seasonal creeks, 8 ponds, 
175 native pecan trees, 10 cross fenced pastures, rural 
water, native and Bermuda grasses, shop & working 
corrals with scales. Open house – Sat. May 6, 9-Noon 
or by appt., 30622 Hwy 7 Davis, OK 73030. Auction 
Ends Tues., May 9, 10:00 a.m. soft close. Ken Carpenter 
Auction & Realty LLC, 405-620-1524.

GENERATORS
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE Quote. Call 
now before the next power outage: 1-855-704-8579.

HOMEOWNER ASSISTANCE
Texas Homeowner Assistance – Behind on 
home loans, property taxes, or utility bills due to 
COVIID 19? To learn more and apply now, visit 
texashomeownerassistance.com. We’re here to help.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPRING CLEARANCE BLOWOUT ON STEEL 
BUILDINGS! Perfect for Homes, Garages, Mancaves/
She Sheds and General Storage! LOW Monthly 
Payments with Various sizes AVAILABLE CALL 
800-991-9251, Penelope.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE
Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing 
a Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our 
case managers simplify the process & work hard to 
help with your case.  Call 1-844-494-0689 FREE 
Consultation. Local Attorneys Nationwide Mail: 2420 
N St. NW, Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL 
(TX/NM Bar.)

LOG HOMES
Estate Sale Log Homes – Log Home kits selling 
for balance owed, free delivery. Model #101 
Carolina, bal. $17,000; Model #203 Georgia, 
bal. $19,950; Model #305 Biloxi, bal. $14,500; 
Model #403 Augusta, bal. $16,500. View plans 
a t  www.americanloghomesandcabins .com, 
704-368-4528.

OIL & GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422    Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

TAXES
Protest your property taxes online in 10 minutes. 3 
steps. Quick & done. Free 2 minute protest form. Visit 
PropertyAxe.com today.

WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

ALEDO INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR

APPAREL, AWARDS, PROMOTIONAL ITEMS, & SPIRIT WEAR
RFP 23-042123

The Aledo Independent School District (the District) is requesting 
proposals for Apparel, Awards, Promotional Items, & Spirit Wear. The 
District shall receive, publicly open, and read aloud at the specified 
date and time listed below the name of the proposers in a conference 
room at Aledo ISD Administration Building, 1008 Bailey Ranch Rd., 
Aledo, TX, 76008. Proposal documents can be viewed, received, 
and submitted through the Aledo ISD eBid system located at: https://
aledoisd.ionwave.net/Login.aspx Proposals will be received until 2:00 
PM (CST), Monday, May 8, 2023. Information on the eBid system 
is available on our website at: https://www.aledoisd.org/Page/4287 
The District reserves the right to reject any and/or all proposals, to 
accept the proposal(s) that provide(s) the best value to the District, 
and to waive all formalities with respect thereto. (877) 333-7390 x41 • RanchesAtBuckRidgeTX.com

BIG ACREAGE BARGAINS!
25 to 100+ Acres

from $4,995/Acre
Beautiful 25 to 100+ acre hunting & recreational tracts - perfect

for wildlife spectators, hunters, & nature enthusiasts. Prime 
location in Brady, the heart of Texas. High speed internet!

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

BEHIND ON
HOME LOANS,
PROPERTY TAXES,
OR UTILITY BILLS
DUE TO COVID 19?

To learn more and apply now, visit
texashomeownerassistance.com

We're here to help.

The following Federal Programs, authorized by the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act, may be available for eligible students attend-
ing private schools: Title 1 Part A-Improving Academic Achievement, 
Title II Part A – Professional Learning, Title III Part A-English Language 
Acquisition, Title IV Part A-Student Support, and IDEA – Special 
Education. Private Schools interested in learning more about these 
services are invited to attend an informational meeting on Thursday, 
May 11, 2023 @ 10:00 am. The meeting will be held at the Aledo ISD 
Administration Building at 1008 Bailey Ranch Rd. Schools that choose 
to access these funds must comply with all requisite federal policies 
and procedures. For more information, contact Candace Summerhill 
or Rebecca Deatherage at Aledo ISD by email, csummerhill@aledoisd.
org or rdeatherage@aledoisd.org. A packet of information concerning 
these federal requirements will be available at the meeting.
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better competition we will have a 
really good chance at both breaking 
the school record and qualifying 
for the state meet,” Clark said.

The Ladycats won seven gold 
medals, including two each by 
Lauren St. Peters in the shot put 
and discus and Sofia Brandenburg 
in the 800-meter and 1600 runs. 
Molly Garrison won the 3200, 
Taylor Hindman captured the pole 
vault and the 1600 relay of Mykel 
Murry, Emery Thompson, Addison 
Smith and Sarah Tillotson also 
claimed gold.

Individually for the Bearcats, 
Vincent Luffey took the top spot in 
the 1600 run and Brad Campbell 
topped the field in the pole vault.

Both coaches addressed the 
issue of the fabled West Texas 
Winds Lubbock is known for.

“Regarding the wind in 
Lubbock, the wind always blows 
there – nothing out there to stop 
it. However, we have had a very 
windy spring, so I don’t expect 
us to have any problems with the 
wind. Whatever wind there hap-
pens to be, everyone will have to 
deal with it,” Pinkerton said.

“I believe our girls are primed 
and ready to compete at regionals.  
We have what I believe is a very 
good chance to get some kids to 
state.”

Clark added, “Regionals is 
tricky in and of itself, and then on 
top of that it’s in West Texas. The 
wind/weather is always a factor 
out there. Our guys will be ready to 

compete, though.  
“The idea 

of the prelims 
and finals is the 
interesting part. 
Having to run 
both relays on 
back-to-back days 

can be hard on your legs. However, 
we have some depth so we will look 
at possibly running some alter-
nates for the prelims to get us into 
the finals and then have some fresh 
legs for the finals. In all I think we 
have a really good shot at getting 
the relays and several of the open 
events down to the state meet.” 

Class 5A Area 5/6 Track 
Meet
April 21 at Justin
Top four in each event qualified for 
Region 1 Meet in Lubbock, April 28-29
Girls
Team score: 142, first place
Regional qualifiers
3200: 1. Molly Garrison, 11:40.03; 4. 
Elizabeth Griffin, 12:02.00.
800: 1. Sofia Brandenburg, 2:15.79; 
2. Sarah Tillotson, 2:16.91; 3. Sidney 
Tillotson, 2:27.63.
100 hurdles: 4. Savannah Thompson, 
16.00.
100: 4. Addison Smith, 12.38.
400: 3. Emery Thompson, 1:00.64.
300 hurdles: 2. Sa. Tillotson, 47.36.
1600: 1. Brandenburg, 5:14.94; 3. 
Griffin, 5:21.12.
1600 relay: 1. Mykel Murry, E. Thompson, 
Smith, Sa. Tillotson, 4:02.13.
Discus: 1. Lauren St. Peters, 154-5.
Pole vault: 1. Taylor Hindman, 12-3; 
3. Maggie Kilburn, 11-0; 4. Austyn 
Johnson, 10-0.
Shot put: 1. St. Peters, 45-10.50.

Boys
Team score: 117, first place
Regional qualifiers
3200: 3. Jack Fink, 9:54.23.
800: 2. Vincent Luffey, 1:57.05; 3. 
Dominick Barrera, 2:00.29.
800 relay: 1. Hawk Patrick-Daniels, 
Chris Johnson, Hauss Hejny, Aven 
Lawrence,  1:27.36.
200: 2. Lawrence, 21.84.
1600: 1. Luffey, 4:33.31; 3. Henry Zedler, 
4:35.34.
1600 relay: 1. Nathan Wood, Lawrence, 
Blake Burdine and Hejny, 3:19.06.
Long jump: 3. Jayton Owens, 21-9.25.
Pole vault: 1. Brad Campbell, 15-1; 3. 
Andrew Gamez, 11-6.

. . Never been manufacturedNever been manufactured

. . NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERYNO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY 

.   .   Comes with complete building  Comes with complete building  
blueprints and Construction Manualblueprints and Construction Manual

NEW HOMES:

www.americanloghomesandcabins.com

Serious Inquiries only Call: 704 368-4528

Before Calling View House Plans at

JUST RELEASED: AMERICAN  
LOG HOMES is assist ing estate  
& account sett lement on houses

LOG HOME KITS  
selling for BALANCE OWED with FREE DELIVERY

LOG HOMESLOG HOMES
PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!

* Windows, Doors and Roofing not included

Model #101, Carolina, $40,840       BALANCE OWED $17,000
Model #203, Georgia, $49,500        BALANCE OWED $19,950BALANCE OWED $19,950
Model #305, Biloxi, $36,825            BALANCE OWED $14,500
Model #403, Augusta, $42,450        BALANCE OWED $16,500 

INDIAN 
ARROWHEADS 

WANTED
Point Type: Clovis, Yuma, 

Firstview & Eden

Must be old, authentic & unbroken
Absolute

TOP DOLLAR
Paid

Up to 5 figures for one point.
I am a very serious high-end collector.

Call 979-218-3351

www.metalmar ts.com

817-599-4186 • Fax: 817-599-3326
2100 Burton Street • Weatherford, Texas 76087

GOING GREEN with COOL ROOFING

�
�

ENERGY EFFICIENT 
& LOOKS GREAT!

WIND & FIRE RESISTANT

STEEL BUILDINGS
AVAILABLE IN

MULTIPLE SIZES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 25 years!

MMMetal Mart
THE TRUSTED SOURCE FOR ALL YOUR

METAL BUILDING COMPONENT NEEDS!
� RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL STEEL ROOFING
� CUSTOM TRIM AND FLASHING � PURLIN & TUBING
� EASY BOLT PRE-FABRICATED STEEL BUILDINGS
� MINI STORAGE SYSTEMS � POWER TOOLS
� VENTS & SKYLIGHTS � HARDWARE & ACCESSORIES
� SYNTHETIC UNDERLAYMENT � INSULATION
� SEALANTS & CLOSURES � CARPORT PACKAGES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 28 years!

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS CITY OF WILLOW PARK, TEXAS
GROUND STORAGE TANK ROOF REPLACEMENT

Separate sealed bids for the construction of Ground Storage Tank 
Roof Replacement will be received by City of Willow Park, Texas, 
until 3:00 PM, on Thursday, May 25, 2023, at the Willow Park City 
Hall, 120 El Chico Trail, Suite A, Willow Park, Texas 76087, and then 
at said location publicly opened and read aloud. This project consists 
of installation of either aluminum dome style or steel umbrella style 
replacement roofs for an existing 0.35 MG and an existing 0.50 MG 
ground storage tank, and includes the removal and disposal of exist-
ing roofs.

A non-mandatory Pre-Bid conference will be held at 10:00 AM on 
Tuesday, May 16, 2023, located at Willow Park City Hall, 120 El 
Chico Trail, Suite A, Willow Park, Texas 76087.

The Contract Documents, consisting of Advertisement for Bids, 
Information for Bidders, Bid Proposal, Bid Bond, Agreement, 
Performance and Payment Bonds, General Conditions, Notice of 
Award, Notice to Proceed, Plans, and Specifications, may be exam-
ined at the following location:

Jacob & Martin, LLC
1508 Santa Fe Drive, Suite 203, Weatherford, Texas 76086

The Owner reserves the right to waive any informalities and to reject 
any or all bids. Bids may be held by the Owner for a period not to 
exceed 60 days from the date of bid opening for the purpose of 
reviewing the bids and investigating the qualifications of Bidders 
prior to awarding of the contract.

Copies of the CONTRACT DOCUMENTS must be ordered online at 
www.jacobmartin.com. Orders for CONTRACT DOCUMENTS may 
include hard copies for pick up, mail out or digital download via 
www.jacobmartin.com. Upon verification of online payment, hard 
copies may be picked up at Jacob & Martin, LLC, located at 1508 
Santa Fe Drive, Suite 203, Weatherford, TX 76086. Cost for hard 
copies of the CONTRACT DOCUMENTS will be $100.00 for 11x17 
plans. Cost for digital download of CONTRACT DOCUMENTS will be 
$0.00. Contractors must purchase a set of CONTRACT DOCUMENTS 
to be considered a registered plan holder eligible to bid the project.

Bid Bond: A certified check or bank draft, payable to the order of the 
City of Willow Park, negotiable U.S. Government bonds (at par value) 
or a satisfactory Bid Bond executed by the Bidder and an acceptable 
surety in an amount equal to five percent (5%) of the total bid shall 
be submitted with each bid.

City of Willow Park Doyle Moss, Mayor April 28, 2023

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS CITY OF WILLOW PARK, TEXAS
2022 DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS – PHASE II

Separate sealed bids for the construction of 2022 Drainage 
Improvements – Phase II will be received by City of Willow Park, 
Texas, until 4:00 PM on Thursday, May 25, 2023, at the City Hall, 
120 El Chico Trail, Suite A, Willow Park, Texas 76087, and then at 
said location publicly opened and read aloud. This project consists 
of installing approximately 98 LF of 12” HDPE culvert, 219 LF of 18” 
RCP culvert, 22 LF of 24” RCP culvert, grade approximately 23,520 
SY of drainage ditch, apply erosion protection measures to any dis-
turbed areas and any associated work.

The Contract Documents, consisting of Advertisement for Bids, 
Information for Bidders, Bid Proposal, Bid Bond, Agreement, 
Performance and Payment Bonds, General Conditions, Notice of 
Award, Notice to Proceed, Plans, and Specifications, may be exam-
ined at the following location:

Jacob & Martin, LLC
1508 Santa Fe Drive, Suite 203, Weatherford, Texas 76086

The Owner reserves the right to waive any informalities and to reject 
any or all bids. Bids may be held by the Owner for a period not to 
exceed 60 days from the date of bid opening for the purpose of 
reviewing the bids and investigating the qualifications of Bidders prior 
to awarding of the contract.

Copies of the CONTRACT DOCUMENTS must be ordered online at 
www.jacobmartin.com. Orders for CONTRACT DOCUMENTS may 
include hard copies for pick up, mail out or digital download via www.
jacobmartin.com. Upon verification of online payment, hard copies 
may be picked up at Jacob & Martin, LLC, located at 1508 Santa Fe 
Drive, Suite 203, Weatherford, TX 76086. Cost for hard copies of the 
CONTRACT DOCUMENTS will be $100.00 for 11x17 half size plans. 
Cost for digital download of CONTRACT DOCUMENTS will be $0.00. 
Contractors must purchase a set of CONTRACT DOCUMENTS to be 
considered a registered plan holder eligible to bid the project.

Bid Bond: A certified check or bank draft, payable to the order of the 
City of Willow Park, negotiable U.S. Government bonds (at par value) 
or a satisfactory Bid Bond executed by the Bidder and an acceptable 
surety in an amount equal to five percent (5%) of the total bid shall 
be submitted with each bid.

 City of Willow Park Doyle Moss, Mayor April 28, 2023

Mahanay will compete solo at 
state as the Bearcats missed qual-
ifying as a team by the narrowest 
of margins. Their two-day score 
of 628 (311-317) on the Rawls 
Golf Course left them in fourth 
place, one stroke behind third-
place Lubbock Cooper (305-322).

Argyle, back-to-back state 
champions in Class 4A before 
moving up this season, won the 
regional tournament, shoot-
ing 605 (314-291), followed 
by Burleson Centennial at 625 
(310-315).

“The region was tough and, 
unfortunately, we didn’t get out. 
I thought the kids played well 
under some tough conditions,” 
coach Brian Mourning said.

Day 1 conditions saw the winds 
gusting up to 40 mph on the back 
nine. Despite that, the Bearcats 
were very much in the hunt, just 
six strokes off the lead and tied 
for third.

“The field was tough, but we 
had a few holes that got away 

from us coming down the stretch,” 
Mourning said. “Give credit to 
Cooper, Centennial and Argyle 
who played well down the stretch. 
We will be back next year and use 
this as an opportunity to grow 
from and motivate us to get it 
done next year. 

“Braylan has been our anchor 
all year and the work he puts in is 
finally paying off for him. Happy 
to see him get a shot at a medal 
down in Georgetown. We have a 
lot of great talent at the 5A level, 
but he can compete and play with 
the best of them. I’m excited to see 
him get after it down there.” 

Also for the Bearcats, senior 
Dylan Kiser shot 157 (77-80), 
junior Jett Moore posted a 160 
(81-79), while sophomore Helton 
Mossiello (87-79) and freshman 
Grayson Freeman (83-83) each 
came in with a 166.

The four lowest scores each 
round comprise the team score.  

The Bearcats won the District 
5-5A championship alongside the 
Ladycats, who did qualify for state 
earlier in the week.

GOLF
from page B5

CANDICE MAHANAY

The Aledo Bearcats finished fourth at the 5A Region 1 Boys Golf 
Tournament in Lubbock. Pictured are (from left) Grayson Freeman, 
Dylan Kiser, Helton Mosiello, Braylon Mahanay and Jett Moore.

TRACK
from page B5

Read this 
story online

GIRLS SOCCER

Thompson 
leads 12 Ladycat 
district honors
Staff Reports
The Community News

Sophomore Emery Thompson of 
the Aledo Ladycats was named the 
Defensive MVP on the All-District 
5-5A Girls Soccer Team. She is one of 
a dozen players to receive accolades 
from the coaches in the league.

First-team honors went to senior 
midfielders Jourdan Hart, Reagan 
Krajca, and Harper Smith, along with 
senior defender Ella Bertram.

Placed on the second team were 
senior goalkeeper Jaime Smith,  
junior midfielder Emaree Gibson, and 
junior forwards Georgia Zirbser and 
Sydney Mcguire, along with sopho-
more defender Reagan Tomlin. 

Honorable mentions went to 
junior forward Hailey Vandiver and 
junior defender Payton Weaver.

Emery Thompson was named 
Defensive MVP on the District 5-5A 
All-District soccer team.

https://www.community-news.com/stories/thompson-leads-12-ladycat-district-honors,32783
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Moritz Chevrolet · Chrysler · Jeep 
Loop 820 & Hwy 580 (Camp Bowie West) · 817-696-2000

Moritz Kia · 8501 I-30 · 817-560-6000

School BoardSchool Board

GreatGreat

CongratulationsCongratulations
 Lynn McKinney

A remarkable career and a new school!

Enjoy the acoustic guitar
artistry of  

Andrew Jones
6-9 p.m. Friday May 5 

Los 
Vaqueros
Service road Willow Park

andrewjonesmusic.net/
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way, the Ladycats look ahead to the 
playoffs with their eyes and aspirations 
set on a third consecutive run at the 
elusive state championship. 

The Ladycats reached the champi-
onship game in 2021 before falling to 
Mont Belvieu Barbers Hill and were 
eliminated in the semifinals last season 
by Georgetown in eight innings. 

The last time the Ladycats weren’t 
involved in the state championship discus-
sion was during the pandemic-shortened 
2020 season. Prior to that, Aledo brought 
home the hardware in 2008 before going 
back-to-back in 2014 and 2015. 

The Ladycats enter this playoff run 
with a chip on their shoulders, looking 
to end the eight-year title drought. From 
pitching to hitting, defense to baserun-
ning, the Ladycats are peaking at the 
right time as they enter the 5-5A tourna-
ment picture with a single goal in mind.

Aledo carries a 17-game winning 
streak into the postseason. In their per-
fect district run (they’ve now won 30 
straight in league play) this season they 

outscored their opponents 141-8 with 
six shutouts.

Aledo 10, Granbury 0
Friday, April 21
            R H E
Aledo   4 3 3  0 0  x  x  -  10 7 1
Granbury  0 0 0  0 0 x  x  -  0 0 3
Aledo hitting: Addie Perry 1-for-2, 3B, BB, SB; Claire 
Byars BB, 2 RBI; Presley Hull 1-for-3, 3B; Texas Ray 
1-for-3, RBI; Brenlee Gonzales 1-for-3, 3B, RBI; Ana 
Flores 1-for-3, 2B, 2 RBI; Delaney Rosser BB; Maddy 
Jarvis 1-for-2; Reagan Davis 1-for-2, RBI.
Aledo pitching:  Brenlee Gonzales 5.0 IP, 0 H, 0 R, 
0 BB, 7 K.

Aledo 13, Azle 1
Wednesday, April 19
            R H E
Azle   1 0 0  0 0 x   -  1 1 4

Aledo  3 0 6  4 x x   -  13 10 1
Aledo hitting: Davis 3-for-4, 3B, 3 RBI; Byars 1-for-
3, BB, 2 RBI; Hull 1-for-2, 3B, BB, 2 RBI; Ray 1-for-3, 
RBI; Flores 1-for-3, 2B, RBI; Rosser BB, HBP; Chloe 
Cox BB, RBI; Nathalie Touchet HBP; Jarvis 1-for-3.
Aledo pitching:  Touchet 5.0 IP, H, R (earned), 2 
BB, 5 K.

At press time, the Ladycats were 
scheduled for a one-game bi-district 
game at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, April 27, 
at home against Fort Worth Trimble 
Tech.

SOFTBALL
from page B5

to find their way defensively as 
they kept Azle off the board for 
the final six innings of scheduled 
baseball. 

However, offensively the 
Bearcats looked like a team who 
left their sticks at home. Aledo 
stranded six runners in the first 
six innings on top of going three-
up, three-down in the fourth and 
fifth innings.

Trailing 6-0 with just three 
outs left to make something 
happen, Aledo rallied. Playing 
station-to-station baseball, the 
Bearcats used five base hits, a 
triple, a walk, and an error to 
cinch the game at six runs apiece 
and head for free baseball.

In the extra frame, Aledo 
devastated Azle’s pitching. Dylan 
Taylor started off the inning 
drawing a leadoff walk to put the 
go-ahead run on base. Brooks 
Burdine wore the 1-0 offering 
like a cheap suit in the following 
at-bat to put a pair of Bearcats 
on the bases with no outs on the 
board early in the frame.

With Azle’s hurler still strug-
gling to find the zone, Boyd 
Thompson worked his way on by 
drawing a five-pitch walk to load 
the bases for the visiting team.

The shenanigans that fol-
lowed was peak performance at 
the plate for the Bearcats.

With the bases juiced full of 
Bearcats and not an out on the 
board, Brooks Dwinell doubled 
to center to drive in a pair of 
runners. The 8-6 lead in the top 
of the eighth was the first of the 
game for Aledo.

But, the party was just get-
ting started.

With runners on second 
and third, Trace Mazon hit a 
deep triple to center to drive in 
Thompson and Dwinell as Aledo 
went up by four runs. 

With his younger brother 
already home, left-handed slug-
ger Bosten Dwinell slashed a line 
drive down the right-field line 
as Mazon scored from third like 
he was out for a Sunday stroll in 
the park. 

Feeling the pressure now, 
Azle began to crumble. Andrew 
Cambre hit a grounder to short, 
but the Hornet shortstop failed 
to wrangle the routine ground 
ball. The error allowed Cambre 
to reach easily as Dwinell 
advanced to third on the play. 

With runners at the corners, 
Ryan Jones drew a walk that 
loaded the bases for the second 
time in the inning for Aledo.

With all three outs still in 
their back pocket and the bases 
full of Bearcats, Bryce McCain 
barreled a line drive to left in 
the first pitch of his at-bat. As 
Dwinell, Cambre, and Jones all 
crossed the plate, Aledo held a 
commanding 14-6 lead.

Having batted around, 
Burdine returned to the plate 
with a runner on and one out in 
the inning. He hit the 0-1 offer-
ing deep enough to center to 
drive in McCain for the Bearcats’ 
final run of the game for Aledo 
as they charged ahead, 15-6. 

Arms race
Aledo’s pitching staff com-

bined to toss 14 shutout innings 
against Mansfield Lake Ridge 
and Wichita Falls Rider. Connor 
Mitchell, Bosten Dwinell, 
McCain, and Thompson com-
bined to blank Lake Ridge while 
surrendering just three hits and 

striking out five. McCain led the 
Aledo hurlers, fanning four bat-
ters in two innings of work while 
picking up the win.

Another stellar performance 
on the mound by a Bearcat starter 
against a district opponent was 
just what the doctor ordered when 
Matthew Clark took the hill against 
Rider on Monday. He tossed a 
complete-game shutout, giving up 
two hits and striking out eight.

Aledo 7, Wichita Falls 
Rider 0
Monday, April 24
Bearcats 000 221 2 - 7   8  2
Rider  000 000 0 - 0   2  2
Aledo hitting: Boyd Thompson 1-for-4; 
Brooks Dwinell 2 BB; Trace Mazon 1-for-3, 
SB; Bosten Dwinell 1-for-4, RBI; Andrew 
Cambre 2-for-3, 2B, RBI, BB; Ryan Jones 
1-for-3, BB; Bryce McCain SB; Garrett 
Rester 2-for-3, 3 RBI.
Aledo pitching:  Matthew Clark 7.0 IP, 2 H, 
0 R, 2 BB, 8 K.

Aledo 2, Mansfield 
Lake Ridge 0
Saturday, April 22
            R H E
Lake Ridge   0 0 0  0 0 0  0  -  0 3 0
Aledo  0 0 0  0 2 0  x  -  2 4 0
Aledo hitting: Robert Burk 1-for-1; Mazon 
BB, SB; Luke Taylor 1-for-2, 3B; Dylan Light 
1-for-2, RBI; Weston Nance 1-for-2, 2B, RBI.
Aledo pitching:  Connor Mitchell 2.0 IP, H; 
Bo. Dwinell 2.0 IP, BB, K; McCain 2.0 IP, H, 
BB, 4 K; Thompson 1.0 IP.

Aledo 15, Azle 7
Friday, April 21
            R H E
Aledo   0 0 0  0 0 0  6  9  -  15 13 3
Azle  6 0 0  0 0 0      0  1  -  7 8 2
Aledo hitting: Thompson 1-for-5, RBI, BB; 
Br. Dwinell 2-for-4, 2B, 2 RBI, BB; Mazon 
2-for-4, 3B, 3 RBI, BB; Bo. Dwinell 1-for-
4, 2B, RBI; Cambre 2-for-5; Jones BB; 
McCain 1-for-3, 3B, 3 RBI; Brady McAnear 
2-for-2, RBI; Dylan Taylor BB, Rester 1-for-
2; Brooks Burdine 1-for-1, 3B, 2 RBI, SB.
Aledo pitching:  Robert Burk 0.2 IP, 4 H, 6 
R (2 earned), BB; Garrett Addington 1.1 IP, 
H, K; L. Taylor 2.0 IP, 3 K; Luke Saunders 
4.0 IP, 3 H, R (earned), 2 BB, 7 K.

BASEBALL
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KEITH HILL

Ladycat seniors pose for a final picture together during Senior Night on Wednesday, 
April 19. Shown are (from left) Presley Hull, Texas Ray, Nathalie Touchet, Claire Byars, 
Reagan Davis, Chloe Cox, Allison Mallard, Maddy Jarvis, and Morgan Fontenot.


