
Construction will 
start about Jan. 23
Staff Reports
The Community News

The process to smooth out that 
bumpy ride down Bailey Ranch 
Road is set to begin — along with 
the inevitable complications that 
come from the renovation of a 
well-trafficked roadway.

The City of Aledo spent the 
earlier part of this year patching 
the western end of the road, but 
the area between FM 1187 and 
Champions Drive is due for a com-
plete do-over.

The Aledo City Council award-
ed the construction project to 
Nu-Way Construction, LLC at an 
early December Council meeting.

The project is complicated by 
the fact that a housing develop-
ment, major senior living center, 
fire station, businesses, Aledo High 
School and Daniel Ninth Grade 
Campus, and a preschool all utilize 
the roadway.

The $3.2 million project is set 
to begin on or around Monday, 
Jan. 23, and will be accomplished 
in phases over 10 months, plus 
construction of a new sidewalk on 
the south side once road construc-
tion is complete.

Phase one was originally antic-
ipated to be a brief, full roadway 
shutdown between Champions 
and Creekview Terrace. However, 
that work will now be incorporated 
into Phase Two, which will require 

a shutdown of only the northern 
or westbound side of the roadway. 
Eastbound traffic on the south side 
will remain unaffected.

Phase two is estimated to take 
about six months and will include 
rebuilding the northern half of the 
roadway. During Phase Two, traffic 
will be eastbound only in order 
to ensure that the fire station’s 
emergency responders have quick, 
convenient access to FM 1187. 
This rebuild of the north side will 

include enough roadway surface 
to accommodate two-way traffic in 
later phases.

Phase three shifts to rebuild-
ing the southern portion and will 
take about two months. There will 
be two-way traffic during phase 
three, allowing better access to 
the schools, neighborhoods, and 
businesses.

Phase four will also take about 
two months and will involve 
roadwork at the intersection of 

Champions and Point Vista Drives, 
rebuilding a quarter of the inter-
section at a time to minimize 
impacts.

Key features of the new roadway 
will include a narrowed, two-lane 
configuration; hatched or striped 
median; left-turn lanes at roadway 
intersections and major driveways; 
right-turn lane at schools’ eastern 
driveway; thicker 8-inch pavement 
with 8-inch lime subgrade; and 
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CITY OF ALEDO

Bailey Ranch Road renovation set to begin

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Patchwork repairs over the years have made Bailey Ranch Road a bumpy ride. Construction will begin in late 
January to rebuild the eastern end of the roadway.

Turn to BAILEY, page 3

EVENTS 
Beginner Band Fair set 

for Jan 21

JANUARY 21

The Aledo band program will host a 
Beginner Band Fair for incoming mid-
dle school students from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 21, at the Don 
Daniel Ninth Grade Campus cafeteria.
The purpose of the fair is to help 
potential band students find the 
right instrument that is best suited 
to the student. An online question-
naire is available for parents and 
students to fill out before the fair.
Incoming McAnally students 
and parents should visit https://
www.mcanallyband.com/begin-
ner-band-registration.html. 
Incoming AMS students and parents 
should visit https://www.aledoms-
band.com/.
No previous band or musical experi-
ence is necessary.
For more information, call Aledo 
Middle School Band Director 
Simon Bosch at 817-441-5197 or 
email sbosch@aledoisd.org ; or 
call McAnally Middle School Band 
Director Joey Qualls at 817-555-1598 
or email jqualls@aledoisd.org.

JANUARY 23

‘Building an Art Website’ panel 
discussion
The Weatherford Art Association will 
hear insights from working artists 
who have created their own art web-
sites on the latest online platforms 
from 6-7 p.m. on Monday, Jan. 23, 
at Barlow Hall, 125 South Waco in 
Weatherford.
The discussion will feature tips for 
beginners as well as seasoned art 
professionals on the pros and cons 
of online platforms including:
•Print-on-demand services 
•Shared space services 
•Template sites 
•Social media 
The panel features working artists 
Carol Acedo, Sarah Clawson, Kathy 
Cunning, Jerry Shidal and modera-
tor Carolyn Bernard Young.
The meeting is ree and open to the 
general public and WAA members. 
For more information, visit weather-
fordart.com.

FEBRUARY 25

The Town of Annetta will hold its 
annual Clean-Up Day from 9 a.m. to 
noon on Saturday, Feb. 25. Lunch 
will be provided to volunteers.
For more information, call the city at 
817-441-5770 or visit www.annettatx.org.

Turn to EVENTS, page 3

2022 - The Year in Review
JUNE 3

Several Aledo residents gath-
ered to welcome back Marine 
Major Rob Boudreau after 
eight months of deployment 
in Okinawa. The event began 
after his wife, Sarah, asked Rob 
Bratcher, aka “Aledo Joe,” who 
can often be seen carrying an 
American flag, if he would greet 
the returning major with his flag 
at the Aledo Diner.

Several citizens gathered at the 
Parker County Courthouse for 
a special meeting of the Parker 

County Commissioners to dis-
pute the results of the recent 
runoff elections. When the 
results were originally posted 
online there was a discrepancy 
of 2,070 votes. It was deter-
mined that a tabulating button 
was inadvertently not pushed 
until the next morning, at which 
point the problem was solved.

The Ladycats clinched a 
return to the 5A State Softball 
Tournament with wins of 8-2 
and 10-3 
over Lubbock 
Monterrey in 
the Region 
I final. They 
improve their 
record to 33-2 
and run their 
winning streak 
to 24.

The Bearcats swept Abilene 
Wylie to advance to the Class 5A 
Region I final in baseball.

JUNE 10

In the Precinct 4 Commissioner’s 
runoff race, Eric Contreras 
asked for a paper ballot recount 
after narrowing the gap against 
Mike Hale to 10 votes (2,460 to 

2,450). In the District 60 State 
Representative race between 
Glenn Rogers and Mike Olcott, 
many votes that were not count-
ed until the next day following 

the election narrowed that gap 
to around 300 votes, so Olcott 
requested a hand recount in 
Parker County. He also request-
ed recounts in Stephens and 
Palo Pinto Counties.

The Ladycats’ magical softball 
season ended in the Class 5A 
state semifinals as Georgetown 
won 3-2 in eight innings. Neither 
team scored until Aledo went up 
1-0 in the bottom of the sixth, 
Georgetown took a 2-1 lead in 
the top of the seventh and the 
Ladycats tied the game in the 
bottom of the seventh. Aledo 
ended the season with a 33-3 
record and a second consecutive 
state tournament appearance 
after finishing as runner-up in 
2021.

In one of the most unforgettable 
(or perhaps they’d rather forget) 
ends to a season, the Bearcats’ 
baseball campaign came to a 
close as they dropped two of 
three games in a best-of-three 
series against Mansfield Legacy 
in the 5A Region I final. Legacy 
rallied to win the opening game 
8-5 in eight innings on Friday 
night, followed by Aledo’s 12-4

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

In her last official act after 16 
years as mayor of Aledo, Kit 
Marshall swore in new Mayor 
Nick Stanley at the city council 
meeting on Thursday, April 26. 

Read this 
issue online

JACKIE HAYSLIP

Senior Madysen Boutwell 
cheers as she runs home 
after hitting the ball over the 
fence during the fourth inning 
against Lubbock Monterey 
during the Friday, May 27, 
playoff game. The Ladycats hit 
three back-to-back home runs 
during the fourth inning. 

Turn to page 2
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Nelson appointed Secretary of State
Governor Greg Abbott officially 

appointed Jane Nelson to serve as the 
115th Texas Secretary of State on Thursday, 
Jan. 5.

Upon the filing of her official appoint-
ment, Nelson issued the following 
statement:

“I am deeply honored to continue my 
career as a public servant as Texas Secretary 
of State, and am grateful for the confidence 
Governor Abbott has placed in me to serve 
in this critical new role. As Secretary of 
State, I hope to continue safeguarding 
the integrity of our state's elections and 
enhance transparency so that all Texas 
voters can have confidence in fair, accurate 
elections across each of our 254 counties. 
I also look forward to working with our 
many international partners - including 
our largest trading partner, Mexico - to 
enhance Texas' position on the global stage 
and continue building our reputation as a 
global economic powerhouse."

Nelson will be formally sworn in by 
Texas Supreme Court Chief Justice Nathan 
L. Hecht on Saturday, Jan. 7.

The Texas Secretary of State serves 
as the state's chief election officer; pro-
vides a repository for official, business 
and commercial records; publishes rules 
and regulations; and commissions nota-
ries public. In addition, the secretary 
serves as senior advisor and liaison to the 
governor for Texas Border and Mexican 
Affairs, and serves as Chief International 
Protocol Officer for Texas. The secre-
tary is one of six state officials named 
by the Texas Constitution to form the 
Executive Department of the State. The 
first Secretary of the Republic of Texas was 
Stephen F. Austin.

About Jane Nelson
Jane Nelson  was appointed the 

115th Texas Secretary of State by Governor 
Greg Abbott on Jan. 5, 2023.

Secretary Nelson is a businesswoman 
and former teacher who served 
two terms on the State Board of 
Education and 30 years as a state 
senator representing north Texas.

The first woman in Texas 
legislative history to chair a 
standing budget-writing commit-
tee, Secretary Nelson was  chair 

of the Senate Finance Committee for 
four sessions.   She was a member of the 
Senate  State Affairs Committee, which 
oversees election policy, for eight sessions. 
She served as chair of the Sunset Advisory 
Commission, the Nominations Committee, 
the Select Committee on Cybersecurity 
and the Senate Health & Human Services 
Committee. She was also a member of the 
Legislative Budget Board, the Legislative 
Audit Committee, and the Privacy 
Protection Advisory Council.

In addition to writing four balanced 
state budgets, Secretary Nelson has a long 
list of accomplishments, including estab-
lishing the Cancer Research & Prevention 
Institute of Texas (CPRIT), reforming 
medical liability, achieving tax relief, over-
hauling the foster care system, expanding 
access to mental health care, and pass-
ing more than 30 bills to protect victims 
of domestic violence, sexual assault, and 
human trafficking.

Her work has been recognized with doz-
ens of awards, including from the American 
Medical Association, American Cancer 
Society, Texas Association of Business, 
Texas Council on Family Violence, CASA, 
Texas Hospital Association, Big Brothers 
& Big Sisters, Texas PTA, Texas Retired 
Teachers Association, the Women’s Health 
Coalition and many others. She has a 100% 

voting record in support of Texas 
small businesses.

Secretary Nelson and her hus-
band, J. Michael Nelson, owned 
and operated an aircraft compo-
nent manufacturing company in 
Denton County. They have five 
children and 12 grandchildren.

Read this 
story online

ORDINANCE NO. 2022-170

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ALEDO, TEXAS, AMENDING 
SUBSECTION 26.5, “RESTAURANT OR CAFETERIA WITH DRIVE-IN 
SERVICE OR DRIVE-THROUGH,” OF SECTION 26, “SPECIFIC USE 
PERMIT (SUP),” OF ORDINANCE NO. 2020-31, THE CITY OF ALEDO 
ZONING ORDINANCE, BY EXPANDING THE SUP REQUIREMENT 
TO ALL PROPERTIES THAT FRONT FM 1187, FM 5, CHAMPIONS 
DRIVE AND BAILEY RANCH ROAD, AND TO PROHIBIT RESTAURANT 
DRIVE-THROUGH QUEUE LANES FROM BEING LOCATED BETWEEN 
THE BUILDING AND THE PRIMARY STREET FRONTAGE; PROVIDING 
THAT THIS ORDINANCE BE CUMULATIVE OF ALL ORDINANCES; 
PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SAVINGS 
CLAUSE; PROVIDING A PENALTY; PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION;  
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

SECTION 5. 
PENALTY CLAUSE

Any person, firm, or corporation who violates, disobeys, omits, 
neglects, or refuses to comply with, or who resists the enforcement 
of, any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be fined as provided 
in Section 1-10 of the City Code of Ordinances for each offense.  
Each day any such violation or violations exist shall constitute a sep-
arate offense and shall be punishable as such.

SECTION 7.
EFFECTIVE DATE

This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its pas-
sage as provided by law, and it is so ordained.

PASSED AND APPROVED ON THIS 1ST DAY OF DECEMBER, 2022. 
       

Mayor Nick Stanley

City Secretary Deana McMullen

David Luffey • 817-440-7050
david@elitegreentx.com

ALEDO OWNED  
AND OPERATED

TX #0868794

 JUNE 10 (CONTINUED)

win Saturday afternoon to 
force a third game that same 
day. The Bearcats led the 
deciding game 9-1 entering 
the top of the seventh inning, 
but then Legacy erupted for 
12 runs and came away with a 
13-9 victory.

JUNE 17

The two hand recounts requested the previous 
week in runoff elections were concluded. It 
was confirmed that Mike Hale defeated Eric 
Conteras by the narrowest of margins for 
Parker County Precinct 4 Commissioner and 
that Glenn Rogers held off Mike Olcott in the 
State Representative District 60 race.

Ticket sales get underway for the 37th annual 
Parker County Peach Festival. The event area 
expanded by 25% in 2022.

After two long years of delay due to the COVID-
19 pandemic the Texas Sports 
Hall of Fame - Media class of 
2020 was honored. It includ-
ed Aledo resident Randy 
Galloway. During his induction 
speech Galloway paid trib-
ute to his friend and former 
Community News sportswrit-
er the late Tony Eierdam. “I’ve 
never met a sportswriter who 
loved his job more than Tony,” Galloway said.
Will Bushaw of Weatherford won the boys cut-

ting championship at the Texas High School 
Rodeo Association Finals in Abilene. The victory 
earns him a berth in the National High School 
Rodeo Association Finals in Gillette, Wyoming 
in July.

JUNE 24

The Weatherford Parker County Animal 
Shelter held grand opening ceremonies for the 
Rees-Jones Foundation Medical and Surgical 
Center. The facility is more than 3,000 square 
feet. Previously, those services were per-
formed in a room of around 300 feet.

The Weatherford College women won the 
National Intercollegiate Rodeo Association 
championship in Casper, Wyoming, the first 
team national championship in the school’s 
history. The team roping duo of WC’s Jace 
Helton and Cisco’s Riley Kittle also brought 
home a championship. Also, Brie Wells was 
runner-up in breakaway roping and Bradi Good 
placed third in barrel racing. Goat tyer Kristin 
Reeves had the fastest time in the history of 
the event ever at the College National Finals 
Rodeo, posting a time of 5.5 seconds in one 
round, placing third overall.

After much success with their respective pro-
grams, Aledo High School golf coaches Joe 
Roquemore (boys) and James Mullins resign 
to focus more on family and teaching. Both 
coaches led their teams to the Class 5A State 
Tournament in May. Mullins also coached the 
Ladycats to state in 2021.

2022 - The Year in Review

Read this 
issue online

KIRSTEN GALLON

Leftfielder David Jones has to make a quick dive back to safety at third base in the third 
game of Aledo's state semifinal series against Mansfield Legacy. 

Read this 
issue online
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Need help with taxes?
AARP Foundation’s 
Tax-Aide program 
gearing up with free 
assistance
By Linda Whitehouse
Special to The Community News

Volunteers with the AARP 
Foundation’s Tax-Aide program 
are gearing up to help area res-
idents with their 2022 income 
tax returns. The volunteers are 
trained and tested in current tax 
law using IRS material to assist 
in filing basic income tax returns 
such as a form 1040 with sched-
ules A, B, D, EIC, M, R, SE, 
and limited Schedules C and E. 
Appointments are available at the 
following locations:

  Weatherford Library, 1014 
Charles St., Weatherford, 
TX 76086 – Call 817-6931-
3176 or visit https://tinyurl.
com/2bh86r7w   The hours will 
be 10:00-4:30 on Mondays, 

Wednesdays & Thursdays; 
12-4:30 on Fridays and Saturdays.

Azle Library, 333 W. Main 
St., Azle, TX 76020 – Call 817-
444-7216 or visit  https://tinyurl.
com/2p9ez3d6 The hours will 
be 10:00-4:00 on Tuesdays, 
1:00-6:30 on Thursdays and 
12:00-4:00 on Fridays.

Boyce Ditto Library, 2300 
SE Martin St., Mineral Wells, 
TX 76067 – Call 940-328-7880 
or visit https://tinyurl.com/2p-
97cv4m The hours will be 
10:00-4:30 on Tuesdays. 

Hood County Library, 222 N 
Travis St, Granbury, TX 76048 – 
Call 817-382-1005 or visit https://
tinyurl.com/39txdrtt   The hours 
will be 10:00-4:00 on Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays & 
Thursdays.

Decatur Library, 1700 Hwy 51 
South, Decatur, TX - Call 940-
393-0290 or visit https://tinyurl.
com/2p9sw534 The hours will be 
10:30-5:00 on Mondays.

Cleburne Library, 302 W 
Henderson. Cleburne, TX 76033 – 
Call 817-556-8804 The hours will 
be 10:00 to 2:00 on Mondays and 
Wednesdays.

The program provides free tax 
help for area resident taxpayers 
with special attention to those age 
60 and older. However, you don’t 
have to be a member of AARP or 
older than age 60. Taxpayers with 
complex returns are advised to seek 
paid tax assistance. People who are 
interested in seeking help from the 
AARP Tax-Aide volunteers should 
bring the following  items with 
them when they come in: 
•	 	Copy of last year's income tax 

return;
•	 		W-2 forms from each employer;
•	 		Unemployment compensation 

forms;
•	 		SSA-1099 form if they were 

paid Social Security Benefits;
•	 		All 1099 forms (1099-INT, 

1099-DIV, 1099-B, etc.) show-
ing interest and/or Dividends 

and documentation show-
ing original purchase price of 
assets sold;

•	 		1099-misc showing any miscel-
laneous income;

•	 		1099-R form if they received a 
pension or annuity;

•	 		All forms indicating federal 
income tax paid;

•	 		Dependent care provider infor-
mation (name, employer ID 
number or social security num-
ber and address);

•	 		Health care documents such 
as form 1095-A, 1095-B or 
1095-C.

•	 		A list of expenses and char-
itable donations if itemizing 
deductions;

•	 		Social Security 
cards or other 
official docu-
mentation for 
themselves 
and for their 
dependents.

Read this 
story online

a school crosswalk with high-visibility 
flashing beacon.

Aledo Mayor Nick Stanley recent-
ly said that the primary focus for the 
city this year on undertaking critical 
improvements to Aledo’s infrastructure 
has become even more pressing in light 
of the region’s recent dynamic growth.

For more information, visit ale-
dotx.gov. Additional updates during 
the course of the project will be avail-
able through The 
Community News 
newspaper and web-
site, and City of Aledo 
social media.

For specific ques-
tions about the project, 
call contact Aledo’s 
Director of Public 
Works Gary Enna at 
817-441-7016 or email publicworksdi-
rector@aledotx.gov.

BAILEY
from page 1

Read this 
story online

APRIL 15

Weatherford College will host its sec-
ond annual Flute Festival from 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. on Saturday, April 15 in the 
Alike Fine Arts Center at Weatherford 
College.
Guest artists are Stephen Clark and 
Greg Patillo.
Registration is free. To register, visit 
https://bit.ly/3CIiKx4. For a Spotify 
playlist, visit https://bit.ly/3IP7piy.

EVENTS
from page 1

2022 - The Year in Review
The Willow Park 
City Council 
voted to post 
notice of issu-
ing certificates 
of obligation 
not to exceed 
$4.25 million 
to address the 
city’s drainage issues. The city 
has been collecting drainage 
fees since October of 2021 for 
this issue, with the fees reflected 
in the residents’ utility bills.

JULY 1

Representatives from Population 
and Survey Analysts (PASA) 
laid out to the aledo ISD board 
what their estimates tell them is 
coming to the district in the next 
five to 10 years at a workshop on 
Monday, June 27. 
The demographers said Aledo 
ISD’s student population has 
grown every year since 2008, 
but the rates of growth are 

increasing as well. The growth 
will only accelerate in the future 
based on numbers provided 
to the board by Angela Fritz, a 
demographer with PASA. 
“So, by fall 2026 you guys can 
have an enrollment of 11,700 
students is what we’re project-
ing and by fall 2031 a possible 
enrollment at 17,564,” Fritz said. 

The Aledo City Council voted to 
approve a development agree-
ment that will allow for the vol-
untary annexation of 238 acres 
of Dean Ranch into the city, 
opening the door for develop-
ment according to Aledo com-
munity standards.

Parker County 
Judge Pat 
Deen signed 
an emergency 
declaration ban-
ning fireworks 
use in Parker 

County the week of July 4 due to 
drought conditions.

The Willow Park City Council 
approved a budget of up to 
$17,000 for each of the next 
three years to contract someone 
to install more lights and decora-
tions in places such as the pub-
lic safety building and city hall 
for Christmas.

About 40 Aledo residents gath-
ered at an outdoor town hall meet-
ing on June 28 to provide input on 
the first phase of the city’s Pine 
Street redevelopment project.

The Aledo Clay Busters shoot-
ing team garnered four medals 
and many personal best scores 
when they competed at the Texas 
Scholastic Clay Target Program 
(SCTP) State Championship 
on June 9-12 at the National 
Shooting Complex in San Antonio.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY

Angela Fritz (foreground) and 
Kris Pool laid out growth pro-
jections at a workshop of the 
Aledo ISD Board of Trustees 
on Monday, June 27.
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The 2023 Texas legislative session opened Jan. 
10, with property taxes, gun control, and the 
power grid expected to be among the top issues 
on the agenda.

The  Texas Standard  talked to political 
journalists Niki Griswold of the Austin American-
Statesman and James Barragàn of the Texas 
Tribune to see what might be upcoming. 

Griswold predicts the “so-called culture war 
issue” could take center stage, with a number of 
bills already filed regarding the rights of transgen-
der children and their parents, as well as battles 
over what books should be made available to chil-
dren in the classroom and libraries. 

Barragàn said the state’s predicted $27 billion 
surplus will attract a number of factions wanting 
a piece of that action. Gov. Greg Abbott has called 
for about half the surplus to be spent on property 
tax relief, while House Speaker Dade Phelan is 
pushing for more spending on infrastructure. 

Griswold pointed out that Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick 
wields considerable power in the Legislature and 
is keenly interested in more fixes to the state’s 
electric grid. 

The regular session will last 140 days, as set by 
the state constitution.

Ag agency: Climate change 
threatens food supply

A new report released last week by the Texas 
Department of Agriculture concluded climate 
change is a potential threat to the state’s food sup-
ply and could produce food insecurity. The report 
comes after a historic drought decimated crops 
and forced ranchers to sell the highest number of 
livestock in more than a decade.

The  Texas Tribune  reported the food access 
study, published by TDA and the University of 
Texas Rio Grande Valley, noted that “climate insta-
bility is strongly associated with water quality, soil 
degradation, droughts, fires, floods, and other envi-
ronmental disasters.”

The report was submitted to the Legislature 
on Dec. 31 and points to other factors that make it 
harder for Texans to access and afford food, such 
as wages not keeping up with inflation and lack of 
access to food in rural areas. 

 “The important takeaway here is that there are 
significant gaps that need to be addressed between 
what researchers calculate to be a living wage in 
Texas, the wages that Texans are actually receiving, 
and many of the poverty thresholds that determine 
eligibility for assistance programs,” the report says.

Abbott calls for action on ankle 
monitor violations

Abbott last week sent a letter to legislative lead-
ers calling for legislation to create criminal penalties 
for parolees who cut off their ankle monitors.

That  action  comes in the wake of an October 
incident in which parolee Nestor Hernandez was 
charged with  pulling a handgun and killing two 
hospital employees  while visiting his girlfriend 
and their newborn child at Methodist Hospital 
in Dallas.  He was shot by a Methodist 
Hospital police officer but survived and is 
now being held without bond on capital 
murder charges.

A few weeks later another parolee, 
Zeric Jackson, was accused of fatally 
shooting a man at his former girlfriend’s 
Dallas apartment.

“It is clear that the ankle monitors, a condition 
of their parole, were not effective in deterring or 
otherwise preventing these individuals from going 
on to commit violent crimes, resulting in three 
innocent lives being lost,” Abbott wrote.

Currently, there are no criminal penalties for a 
parolee cutting off an ankle monitor.

Beware of online phone scams
The  Texas Department of Insurance  is urging 

Texans, especially older adults, to beware of both 
phone and online scams. In 2021, more than 6,700 
Texans 60 and older reported losing more than 
$159 million to fraudsters, TDI reports. 

 Some common scams:
• 	A caller offers to fix a non-existent computer

problem or to renew a software or security sub-
scription that does not actually exist.

• 	A caller purports to be a grandchild calling
from another country and needing hundreds of
dollars quickly.

• 	A call or email that says you have won a
sweepstakes or lottery but requires you to pay
thousands of dollars in bogus fees in order to
claim the larger prize.

• 	Someone adopts a fake identity to gain affec-
tion and confidence, in hopes of eventually
building a relationship that enable the scammer
to steal money.

• More information is available on the TDI web-
site: tdi.texas.gov.

Emergency SNAP benefits 
again extended

The U.S. Department of Agriculture has again 
provided the state with more than $344.1 million 
in emergency Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program food benefits for the month of January, 
benefitting about 1.6 million Texas households

The funds are distributed by the Texas Health 
and Human Services Commission. Each SNAP 
household will receive at least $95 in emergency 
allotments in addition to its regular allotment.

Since April 2020, the federal government has 
provided more than $9.3 billion in benefits to 
Texans through SNAP.

“We know these benefits will help families 
start 2023 with healthy and nutritious foods,” said 
Texas HHS Access and Eligibility Services Deputy 
Executive Commissioner Wayne Salter.

RRC unveils interactive map of 
orphaned wells

Using federal infrastructure funding, the Texas 
Railroad Commission has launched an interactive 
map of orphan wells that have been plugged or are 
scheduled to be plugged.

The RRC received a $25 million initial grant 
in 2022 from the U.S. Department of the Interior 
as part of the federal infrastructure act. So far, 
128 orphan wells have been plugged, with plans 
to plug about 800 more abandoned wells by the 
end of the fiscal year. 

Another $318 million in federal funding may 
be available to plug orphaned wells, according 
to the RRC. You can view the interactive map 
at tinyurl.com/38tjm4wy.

COVID-19 cases rise in past week
The number of new COVID-19 cases in the 

past week in Texas rose to 39,019, with 131 deaths 
reported by the  Coronavirus Resource Center  at 
Johns Hopkins University. The number of lab-con-
firmed COVID-19 patients hospitalized in the state 

also rose to 3,445, according to the  Texas 
Department of State Health Services.
Gary Borders is a veteran award-winning 
Texas journalist. He published a number of 
community newspapers in Texas during a 
30-year span, including in Longview, Fort
Stockton, Nacogdoches and Cedar Park.
Email: gborders@texaspress.com.

Capital Highlights

What to expect in legislative session

Gary Borders
gborders@texaspress.com

Read this 
story online

As I watched schools from my current 
and new districts (Albany, Aledo, and 
Brock) at the UIL High School Football 
state championships at AT&T Stadium 
surrounded by 40,000 fans, parents, 
teachers, and students, one recurring 
sight truly inspired me — players taking 
a knee to pray.

Public schools and teachers are under 
attack more than ever. The 88th legisla-
tive session will be the most challenging 
in Texas history as some politicians seek 
to defund public schools, privatize edu-
cation, and make school board elections 
hyper-partisan. The hatred and vitriol 
seems to have no bounds.

Michael Quinn Sullivan, the publisher 
of Texas Scorecard, tweeted last January 
that public education is a “babysitting” 
service offered at the convenience of gov-
ernment employees. “Public education 
in Texas is about employing otherwise 
unemployable adults, not educating 
kids,” he tweeted. Jonathan Stickland 
who heads up the Defend Texas Liberty 
PAC tweeted recently, “If you love your 
kids, you will do everything possible to 
keep them out of government (public) 
schools.”

The billionaire financiers of these 
groups, such as Tim Dunn and Faris 
Wilks, have long advocated for pri-
vatization of public schools. Former 
gubernatorial candidate, Don Huffines 
recently referred to public schools as 
“underperforming woke schools.”

Recently, I listened to the Perrin FFA 
Ag Issues contest team as they prepared 
for the state contest. The public speaking 
skills and poise exhibited by these FFA 
young people demonstrates the impact 
of a quality public education experience.

I also attended events to support Palo 
Pinto County youth that show livestock. 
These young people represent a bright 

future for our local communities, state 
and nation. Leadership development 
and respect for others are core principles 
of FFA programs in public schools.

At the Capitol in November, I wel-
comed the award-winning Santo High 
School Marching band for a capitol tour 
and it was incredible to interact with 
these talented students.

In December, while watching several 
high school playoff and state champi-
onship games there was nothing “woke” 
about the competition, patriotism, 
and community pride I witnessed. It 
was absolutely uplifting to watch the 
Brock Eagles and their opposing team 
come together in the middle of the field 
after the game for a moment of silence 
and prayer. Then I watched the Aledo 
Bearcats win their 11th state champion-
ship. Coach Tim Buchanan and his staff, 
the Bearcat Regiment, Bearcat cheer-
leaders, Bearcats dance team, parents, 
fans and the great community of Aledo 
all contributed!

These are not “woke’’ public schools. 
Branding all public schools as “woke” or 
as “a babysitting service” with a broad 
brush is, quite frankly, a lie. Politicians 
or pundits without a real message simply 
attack with venom and hate.

Article 7, Section 1 of the Texas 
Constitution requires the Texas 
Legislature to maintain a system of free 
public schools for all Texans. My goal 
for the 88th legislative session, which 
starts January 10, is to support and help 
improve our Texas public schools.

“Pot shots” aimed at our public 
schools by politicians and political oper-
atives to score points with their radical 
base is not productive 
and does not represent 
Texas ideals. More than 
five million Texas pub-
lic school students, over 
one thousand districts 
and 400,000 teachers 
and staff deserve better.

Glenn Rogers is the State Representative for 
Texas District 60, which includes Parker 
County.

State Representative Update

Defending our local schools

Dr. Glenn Rogers
glenn.rogers@house.texas.gov
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Churches
817-901-9455
5050 S Hwy 5

Aledo, TX

EVERYONE WELCOME
WWW.PCCOWBOYCHURCH.ORG

Sundays
Bible Study 8:30 AM
Service 10:00 AM

PARKER COUNTY COWBOY CHURCH
PCCC

16250 Old Weatherford Road
Aledo, Texas

For current Mass Times visit our website at:
www.HolyRedeemerAledo.org

For more information contact the Parish Office at 817-441-3500

The Willow Park  
Church of 

Christ
721 Ranch House Road

Sunday Worship Assembly – 10:30 am

www.thewillowparkchurchofchrist.com

aledoumc.org 

your church since 1878

@Oak and Pecan (817) 441 8329

WORSHIP WITH US AT

united methodist church
ALEDO

Sundays
Contemporary Service 9am

Traditional Service 11am
Online Worship - aledoumc.org

Wednesday Nights
Adult Bible Study 

ChildChildren’s JAM (K-5th)
Students @ the Quad
Vocal and Bell Choirs 

JULY 8

Aledo High School graduate 
Shannon Bearden was featured. 
Bearden was the principal archi-
tect on the new McAnally Middle 
School and renovations to Aledo 
Middle School.

Parker County Sheriff‘s investi-
gators sought the public’s assis-
tance in identifying and locating 
suspects involved in a residential 
shooting which occurred Sunday 
evening, July 3, in Aledo

Aledo business owner Brent 
Gough was voted in as the new 
president of the 
Weatherford 
College 
Foundation Board 
of Directors.

Aledo Bearcats’ 
defensive tackle 
Ansel Din-Mbuh 
changed his foot-
ball jersey number from 38 to 32 
to honor Noah Bates, an 11-year-
old who died in a UTV accident.

JULY 15

Willow Park Fire Chief Mike Lenoir 
announced his retirement. John 
Schneider was named as his 
replacement.

Willow Park resident Dr. Syntha 
West was profiled. West recruits 
women to participate in senior 
pageants.

Aledo High School graduate Creed 
Willems reflected on his first year 
in professional baseball playing 

for the Baltimore Orioles affiliate 
Delmarva Shorebirds.

West Texas A&M University 
President Walter V. Wendler and 
Weatherford College President 
Tod Allen Farmer signed a mem-
orandum of understanding on 
June 28 for a graduate school 
transfer agreement between the 
two schools.

In its first full season back 
since 2019 the Mach I Track 
Club returned in blazing style 
by qualifying 
16 competitors 
for the upcom-
ing Amateur 
Athletic Union 
Junior Olympics 
in Greensboro, 
North Carolina 
July 31-Aug. 6.

JULY 22

The Layla Rose Ranch horse 
rescue opened in Annetta with a 
ribbon cutting by Annetta Mayor 
Sandy Roberts.

Through hard work and determi-
nation, Cade Pulido landed a spot 
on the 2022 Bearcats’ baseball 
roster.

The Aledo All-Stars 10-U baseball 
team won their World Series.

Brian Mourning was named new 
head golf coach at Aledo High 
School.

Aledo High 
School graduate 
Hunter Rosson 
announced on 
July 11 that he 
would spend his 
final two years of 
eligibility at Ohio 
State University.

JULY 29

The rapid enrollment growth in 
the Aledo ISD was on everyone’s 
mind when the school board voted 
to convene a growth committee 
to formulate a plan for needed 
future facilities and to develop 

the inevitable bond proposal that 
would fund them. 

Members of the Aledo ISD Board 
of Trustees got a quick education 
on Chapter 313 
of the Texas Tax 
Code at a spe-
cial meeting on 
Monday, July 25, 
in the wake of a 
request from an 
unnamed com-
pany to approve 

an application that would miti-
gate property taxes on a possible 
$3.7 billion solar panel facility on 
Walsh Ranch. 

Stacy Lynch and Stephanie  
Rich with Lynch Legacy Realty 
Group in Parker County 
announced the closing of a 1,495-
acre purchase of a portion of the 
Dean Ranch. Lynch represented 
Levens Capital LLC in the  
purchase of the historical site.

2022 - The Year in Review
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Quinn Romero and Alexa Miller play in the bubbles at a foam party 
during Camp Fire Day Camp at Walsh Elementary School on June 20.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY

Rowan Rodriquez of Aledo takes 
a break for an ice cream treat 
at the Parker County Peach 
Festival on July 9.

TREY FREEZE / TREYFREEZE.COM

Annetta Mayor Sandy Roberts provides some attention to Shelby, one of 
the horses at Layla Horse Ranch during its ribbon cutting on June 25.Read this 

issue online
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The Bearcat Regiment began marching drills in the Aledo High School 
parking lot in late July.
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JULY 29 (CONTINUED) 

Parker County Sheriff’s Deputy 
Adam Rozneck was hon-
ored by the Parker County 
Commissioner’s Court on Monday, 
July 25, for his life-saving actions 
on July 4 in Aledo, providing CPR 
while emergency medical units 
responded.

Aledo’s Braylon Mahaney won 
the Fort Worth Boys Junior Golf 
Championship. Aledo graduate  
Aly Saunders placed sixth in 
the girls tournament, along 
with bringing home the Wendell 
Conditt Award for leading after 
the opening round.

AUGUST 5

Recent Aledo High School grad-
uate Gabby Schultz led a project 
to further beautify the Cross 
Timbers Garden in Willow Park.

The City of Aledo contracted with 
Advanced Paving Company to per-
form maintenance work on E. Oak 
Street, Walnut Street, Elm Street, 
W. Oak Street, and Underwood 
Road. 

Lexi, a German Shepherd,  
recovered from a porcupine attack 
when veterinary technicians 
removed more than 300 quills 
from her face and body.

Sean Gribble, Brad Campbell, 
Braylon Brown, Taylor Hindman, 
and Claire Campbell, members 
of the VaultCats Pole Vault Club 
located between Aledo and Azle, 
qualified for the national meet 
by medaling at the state meet in 

Corpus Christi.
Incoming freshman Mark Cerja, 
Jr. competed in the Bassmaster 
National Championship on 
July 29-30 in 
Huntingdon, 
Tennessee, and 
brought home 
the title with a 
two-day tally 
of 18 pounds, 5 
ounces.

Trinity Christian 
Academy senior 
Bella Signal qualified to compete 
in national sand volleyball 
 tournaments.

AUGUST 12

The “Back to School” special 
section provided sneak peeks of 
the new McAnally Middle School 
and renovations at Aledo Middle 
School and the new location of 
Vandagriff Elementary School.

On Friday, Aug. 5, the Aledo ISD 
Police Department, along with 
Parker County Constables, state 
troopers, DFW Police, and Fort 
Worth Police Department,  
conducted drills at the Don Daniel 
Ninth Grade Campus with  
different scenarios on how to  
handle intruders.

Willow Park 
residents were 
assured the fire 
department was 
not leaving as 
the city  partici-
pated in talks to 
join Emergency 
Services District 1.

Aledo High School incoming  
sophomore Everett Smick  
recorded a perfect score in the 
STAAR science test.

Parker County Sheriff’s Criminal 
Investigations Division investi-
gated the deaths of a man and 
woman who were discovered in 
the 7000-Block of East Interstate 
20 north of Aledo. Investigators 
located an adult female and an 
adult male deceased inside a rec-
reational vehicle at an RV park.  

The Aledo ISD hosted its annual 
Bearcat Nation 101 to provide 
community information to local 
school district families.

The Ladycats volleyball team lost 
its first match to a strong Keller 
team.

Josh Fink of Aledo won a silver 
medal, Granbury’s Gannon Dolan 

set a national record, and Jack 
Fink of Aledo placed fifth in their 
respective divisions for Mach I 
Track Club in Weatherford at the 
AAU Junior Olympics in North 
Carolina.

Joel Thelen of Hudson Oaks tied 
for second in the Texas State 
Open at the Cascades Club in 
Tyler July 26-29. 
The tournament 
was part of the 
Northern Texas 
Professional 
Golfers 
Association Tour.

Aledo Bearcat 
football practices 
began on Aug. 8.

AUGUST 19

Willow Park Police Chief Carrie 
West celebrated five years in 
that position.

The Aledo ISD notified parents 
and guardians 
in the school 
district that the 
parking lot gates 
around Aledo 
High School, the 
Aledo Learning 
Center, Daniel 
Ninth Grade 
Campus, and 
Coder Elementary School will 
be locked overnight and some 
during the school day on a set 
schedule.

At a special Aledo City Council 
meeting on Aug. 10, Mayor Nick 
Stanley unveiled the proposed 

city budget and property tax 
rate for the 2022-23 fiscal 
year.  The total budget for all 
city funds (general fund, water 
and wastewater, debt fund and 
economic development fund) is 
$11,713,792.

Students in Aledo ISD returned 
to classes for the 2022-2023 
school year.

Parker County District Attorney 
Jeff Swain gave a local church a 
check for $18,061 on Wednesday, 
Aug. 10, for embezzled funds 
that he recovered using asset 
forfeiture from a former church 
secretary’s bank account.

After dropping their first match 
of the season against Keller, the 
Aledo Ladycats volleyball team 
traveled to Mansfield for their 
first tournament of the season. 
It was a successful weekend for 
Aledo (9-2) as 
the team won six 
in a row in the 
first two days, 
before finishing 
third in the final 
day.

The Aledo varsi-
ty tennis team 
kicked off their fall season on 
Aug. 3 with a match against 
Boswell, winning 17-6. 
The Racquetcats won all but one 
of the doubles matches for a 
commanding lead. The team won 
11 out of 16 singles matches to 
clinch the win.
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Life insurance 
can be life-
changing

Life won’t always go as 
planned. That’s why there’s 
life insurance. It can help you 
protect your family’s future, 
no matter what happens.  
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed 
in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company 
(Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL

2001574

Bobby J J Rigues, Agent
411 FM 1187 N
Aledo, TX  76008
Bus: 817-441-9966
www.bobbyrigues.com

I-20 ANIMAL HOSPITAL
817-341-3331817-341-3331

3713 Fort Worth Hwy  Between Exits 415 and 414 
Hudson Oaks, TX  76087

www.I-20animalhospital.com

OPEN 24 HOURSOPEN 24 HOURS
DAILYDAILY

GENERAL PET WELLNESS 
HEALTH CARE
• INTERNAL MEDICINE
• SURGERY 

General and Advanced
• RADIOLOGY 

Digital including dental
• LASER THERAPY
• Computed Tomography 
              (CT scan)-NEW!                         

• EMERGENCY & CRITICAL 
CARE

• COMPLETE IN-HOUSE 
LABORATORY

• DENTAL CARE 
General and Advanced

• ULTRASONOGRAPHY
• ONCOLOGY
• ENDOSCOPY 
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Senior Gavin Olenjack catches a pass in the flat at the Bearcats' 
opening workout on Aug. 8.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

DPS Trooper Jeffery Ivey works 
through a scenario with coaching 
by Aledo ISD Police Chief Fred 
Collie on Aug. 5.

NOLAN RUTH/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Garhett Daves, Marco Nava, and Jerry Olazaran get tangled up during 
the Aledo Band Olympics hoola-hoop relay on Aug. 12. This is the 20th 
year for the zany team-building event.
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  Happy New ____
      2023!
  5  Guthrie performer
      at several TX Willie
      “Farm Aids”
  6  Austin FM
  7  __ Jo, TX (abbr.)
  8  Texans Bonnie &
      Clyde, e.g.
  9  “Big D”
15  Sherilyn of 1992 fi lm
      “Ruby” about Texas
      nightclub owner
16  TXism: “I gave him
      a ____  __  ___ 
      own medicine”
19  TXism: “tame as 
      _  ___  ___”
21  “____  _ minute!”
      (hold your horses)
22  Mexican female
      in Texas
27  apartment expense
28  “___  ___ your
      heart be troubled,”
      (Biblical advice)
29  ___  ___ Shoot, TX
30  fi nal month of the
      State Fair of Texas
32  “nickel” symbol
33  TX Candace was
      “_____ Beck Tyler
      Cortlandt ____ 
      Tyler” on “All My
      Children” (1976-95)
36  Smith of Texas-
      based “Death of a
      Gunfi ghter” (1969)
37  TXism: “no fl ies on
      ___” (pretty gal)
38  TXism for “rogue”
39  put into the NFL Hall
      of Fame, like Troy

  1  talk, talk, talk
  2  “to ___ is human”
  3  Astro pitcher
      (1990-93) (2 wds.)
  4  newspaper for
      Lamar County
      town on FM 137
      & FM 38 (2 wds.)
  8  “Mission Nuestra
      Senora __  __
      Purisma Concep-
      cion” (San Antonio)
  9  TXism: “a hard ___
      __  ____  _____
      the porch” 
      (good canine)
10  TXism: “old __ sin”
11  country singer and
      rodeo cowboy
      Chris __Doux

41  TXism: “two-bit ___”
      (poor horse)
42  made watertight
45  1-across song: 
      “____ Lang Syne”
46  “__ and behold”
47  “Texas Two-____”
48  assn. for the Rockets,
      Mavericks, and Spurs
49  cowboy bath night
52  ate at a nice restaurant  
53  Cowboy scores (abbr.)

54  poker wager
55  hospital trauma
      area (abbr.)

12  TXism: “he’s _____
      ____  _ snake’s
      belly” (despicable)
13  TXism: “tight as the
      cinch on _  ___
      horse”
14  soccer guard
15  Texas-based 1985
      comedy fi lm starring
      Kevin Costner
16  TX Waylon Jennings
      1970 album: “____
      Think Twice”
17  “stand __  __  ___”
      (put it upright)
18  parody
20  Fair Park has many
      art ____ buildings

22  email copy abbr.
23  Texas-fi lmed 1963
      western fi lm star-
      ring Paul Newman
24  “Ripley’s Believe
      __  __ Not”
25  a religious rule
26  happening yearly
28  camera glass

31  “Big ____ National
      Park”
34  TX actress Sandy
      (init.)
35  Stilwell, founder of
      Port Arthur (init.)
37  plural of “hilum”
40  Texas nightclub
      owner who shot
      Oswald, Jack
43  just a little (2 wds.)
44  TXism for “leave it
      alone” (3 wds.)
50  TXism: “take a 
      breather”
51  shameful dismissal
      from military (abbr.)
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40

19

37

32
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AUGUST 26

With the possible annexation of 
their department into the Parker 
County Emergency Services 
District 1 pending with a Nov. 8 
election, several Willow Park resi-
dents spoke in opposition to such 
a move at a public hearing on Aug. 
17 at Spring Hill Suites in Willow 
Park. Several others from the 
county also spoke in defense.

The Marcia Walters Memorial 
Thanksgiving Trot has announced 
that the recipient of its 11th annu-
al race on Thanksgiving Day will 
be Carter LeBaron, a 13-year-old 
Aledo ISD student that was diag-
nosed with Acute Lymphocytic 
Leukemia this past March.

At its regular meeting on Tuesday, 
Aug. 23, members of the Willow 
Park City Council voted to approve 
the issuance of certificates of 
obligation in an amount not to 
exceed $4.25 million for designing, 
constructing, acquiring, improving, 
enlarging, and equipping the city’s 
municipal drainage utility system.

Aledo ISD honored four employ-
ees as Circle of Greatness win-
ners for the 2021-2022 school 
year. Receiving the honor were 
Vandagriff Elementary School 
teacher Ashley Watson in the 
Professional category; Stuard 
Elementary School special edu-
cation aide Kayla Palumbo in the 
Paraprofessional category; trans-
portation/bus driver Bob Brauer in 
the Auxiliary category; and Daniel 
Ninth Grade Campus substitute 
Amy Miller in the Campus Guest 
Teacher/Substitute category.

The Aledo Bearcats took on 
Stephenville in their season-open-
ing scrimmage.

The Aledo 
Ladycats volleyball 
team went 4-4 in 
the Northwest ISD 
tournament.

Led by bronze 
medal perfor-
mances from Molly 
Garrison and Jack 

Fink, the Aledo cross country 
teams opened the season with a 
first-place finish by the Ladycats 
varsity and a second-place finish 
by the Bearcats in the Cowtown 

Challenge.
SEPTEMBER 2

Friends of the family scheduled 
a special parade for 6-year-old 
first-grade Coder Elementary 
School student Lincoln Finley, 
who has leukemia. The parade 
would include a group of classic 
cars from the Aledo Auto Club 
and a classic Corvette, the Aledo 
Fire Department, the Aledo ISD 
Police Department, and numerous 
others from around the area, to 
help Lincoln celebrate his seventh 
birthday.

The Aledo ISD Board of Trustees 
adopted the 2022-2023 budget 
of $102,668,054 and approved a 
decrease to the district’s overall 
tax rate for the fourth-straight 
year.

The Rally Project announced it 
would again pay tribute to the 343 
firefighters who perished on Sept. 
11, 2001, with its Field of Flags on 
Patriot Day weekend, Sept. 10-11 at 
the Shops at Willow Park.

The Aledo 
boys and girls 
cross country 
squads made 
the trek to the 
Southlake Carroll 
Invitational 
Saturday, Aug. 27. 
Aledo coach Mike 

Pinkerton said. “Virtually every 
Aledo runner posted a PR (person-
al record) at this meet.”

Former Aledo Bearcat swimmer 
Elijah Sohn, a two-time state 
swimming champion at Aledo, offi-
cially transferred out of Southern 
Methodist University’s swimming 
program to the Sam Houston 
State University football team.

Aledo’s comeback attempt in the 
fourth quarter fell short as the 
Bearcats lost their opening game 
to Parish Episcopal. The  
Bearcats prepared for the  
highly-anticipated matchup 
against Denton Guyer.

On Tuesday, Aug. 23, the Ladycats 
volleyball team played Arlington 
Lamar in a clean sweep. 9A won in 
two sets 25-8, 25-10. 9B won 25-12, 
25-10. JV won 25-5, 25-12. Varsity 
won 25-11, 25-13, 25-23. The Varsity 
Lady Cats dominated from start to 
finish.

The Aledo varsity team tennis 
squad was off to a 2-0 start in 
District 5-5A play, opening with 
a thrilling 10-8 home win over 
Wichita Falls Rider before a 14-0 
home whitewashing against 
Northwest.
SEPTEMBER 9

The Community News told the 
back story of how the Dean Ranch 

sale commenced, along with the 
annexation of 238 acres of that 
land into the City of Aledo.

Denton Guyer bested the Bearcats 
44-14 in both a rare home loss and 
a rare 0-2 start to the season.

The Aledo team tennis squad 
improved to 3-0 (9-2 overall) in 
District 5-5A after easily disposing 
of Saginaw 18-1 on Tuesday, Sept. 
6.

The Trinity Christian Academy 
Eagles captured their first victo-
ry under new head coach Brian 
Marmion on Friday, Sept. 2, win-
ning at Waco Reicher Catholic 
21-13.

The Trinity Christian Academy 
Lady Eagles captured the Silver 
Bracket championship in Fort 
Worth Christian PIT Tournament 
on Aug. 19-20, followed by a split 
of matches the following week.

With four runners in the top 
20, the Aledo Bearcats finished 
second in the 
Burleson Elk Run 
XXII on Sept. 2. 
Meanwhile, the 
Ladycats had two 
runners in the top 
10 and finished 
fifth overall  
as a team.

The Ladycats volleyball team 
ended its lead-up to district with a 
win over a scrappy Waco Midway 
team on Sept. 6.

SEPTEMBER 16

At their meeting on Tuesday, Sept. 
13, the Willow Park City Council 
approved the city’s budget for the 
2022-23 fiscal year. The budget 
has anticipated general fund rev-
enues of $5,124,659 compared to 
expenses of $5,124,660.

Sheltered in the portico of Faith 
Presbyterian Church in Aledo, 
family and friends set up balloons, 
a table with cupcakes, and a bull-
horn for Lincoln Finley’s special 
parade to celebrate his seventh 
birthday.The parade started with 
an Aledo ISD police car and Willow 
Park fire truck, lights flashing and 
horns blaring. Next came a slew of 
Corvettes, a Willow Park police car, 
and then an assortment of classic 
cars, cheerleaders, and friends 
— many poking out of sunroofs 
— waving greetings and flashing 
homemade signs of encourage-
ment and birthday wishes.

Aledo High School was home to 
two National Merit Semifinalists 
for the second-straight year as 
Bearcat seniors Luke Shelton 
and Zach Taylor were recognized 
on Wednesday, Sept. 14, among 
the 16,000 semifinalists nation-
wide and nearly 2,000 in Texas in 
the 68th annual National Merit 
Scholarship Program. 

The Aledo varsity Bearcats and 
Ladycats ran away with the cham-
pionship of the Mineral Wells Ram 
Invitational on Friday, Sept. 9. 
Meanwhile, the junior varsity boys 
also claimed first.

After years of traveling from 
Mineral Wells to Godley and 
various points in between for 
“home” foot-
ball games, the 
Trinity Christian 
Academy Eagles 
finally had a foot-
ball home to call 
their own with 
the opening of 
Eagle Stadium on 
Sept. 9.

2022 - The Year in Review

Read this 
issue online

BRELEIGH MAYER/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Senior running back Cap Mooney takes a tumble against Parish 
Episcopal on Aug. 27

Read this 
issue online

Read this 
issue online

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY

Lauryn Mack had 18 kills against 
Waco Midway on Sept. 6.

Read this 
story online

To be continued. 
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By Rick Mauch
The Community News

Monday night’s 65-7 loss by the 
TCU Horned Frogs to the Georgia 
Bulldogs in college football’s 
national championship game must 
have brought back some painful 
memories for longtime Horned 
Frogs faithful.

There’s no getting around it, 
that was the one of the worst beat-
downs in TCU history. Some have 
compared it to the likes of Texas’ 
81-16 dismantling of the Frogs in 
Fort Worth in 1974.

Stop right there. Quite sim-
ply, there is no comparing these 
Horned Frogs with those teams 
from the dismal days. That was 
a time when any chance anyone 
from TCU had of seeing a nation-
al championship decided up close 
was by purchasing a ticket.

Monday’s outcome does not 
change the fact that this was a 
magical season for the Horned 
Frogs. A couple of notable folks 
from Aledo with longtime ties to 
TCU were around the Horned 
Frogs in the days when a handful 
of wins would have been consid-
ered a great season.

Mike Dry’s father, F.A. Dry, 
was the TCU coach from 1977-82. 
Coming on the heels of arguably 
the worst coach in Horned Frogs 
history, Jim Shoffner, who was 
2-31 in three seasons, F.A. didn’t 
have much of a foundation. 
Though there was some progress 
in the team’s competitiveness, F.A.’s 
record was 12-51-3 in six seasons.

F.A. is now 91. What happened 
during his time and this season 
must seem like a trip to another 
galaxy.

“When my dad got there and 
I transferred there, the infra-
structure wasn’t there,” Mike said. 
“TCU would be competitive and 
in the fourth quarter you’d 
wait for something bad to 
happen. Now, look at that 
Baylor game (a field goal 
as time ran out for a 29-28 
win). That was crazy.”

Dry played outside 
linebacker at TCU from 

1979-81. He transferred from 
Tulsa, where his dad coached 
before taking over the Horned 
Frogs. F.A. proved he could win 
at Tulsa, going 31-18-1 in four and 
a half seasons leading the Golden 
Hurricane.

“TCU ruined his coaching 
career,” Mike said, though just like 
his son, F.A. remains a fan and 
even made the trip to Los Angeles 
to see Monday’s game with Mike.

F.A. never had another head 
coaching gig after his time at TCU, 
though he did work as an assistant 
for nine years at Baylor after.

Mike credits legendary Horned 
Frogs coach Gary Patterson for 
“stabilizing the program.”

“He was like a business entre-
preneur going against a Fortune 
500 company,” Mike said of 
Patterson, who was also there 
cheering on his former team.

Mike’s nephew, Matt Panfill, 
was a safety when he played high 

school ball at North 
Crowley. Patterson moved 
him to defensive end and 
by the time he graduat-
ed he went from 195 to 
245 pounds and was a 
three-time all-conference 
selection.

“Who would have thought that? 
That’s what I mean by resourceful,” 
Mike said.

Mike is the president and 
founder of Athletic Performance 
Ranch near Aledo. He works with 
all sorts of athletes and he said 
many are now giving TCU an even 
closer look than before.

“A lot of our kids have TCU 
on their radar where they didn’t 
before,” he said. “Also, what they’ve 
done with their social media has 
helped.”

Of course, nothing is more 
attractive than winning. And, in 
spite of what happened Monday, 
TCU’s program is, without ques-
tion, a winner.

The current rules involving the 
transfer portal and name/image/
likeness also appear to be helping 
the Horned Frogs.

“If the NIL money is there, why 
not come to Fort Worth? We can 
compete for a national champi-
onship here. We can get exposure 
here,” Mike said.

Former Miss Texas 
enjoyed season

Gloria Gilbert Barron, Miss 
Texas 1982 and a 1985 TCU grad-
uate, made a record with former 

TCU head football coach Jim 
Wacker entitled “I Was Purple 
When Purple Wasn’t Cool” when 
Wacker was leading the program.

She’s still purple and purple 
is very cool these days, especially 
in the Fort Worth area. But she 
remembers the dismal days, when 
the team was 14-27-4 during her 
time at the school.

“It was exciting to go to the 
games, but we didn’t win,” she said. 
“But everybody kept going and the 
team kept on trying. And we never 
stopped dreaming.”

In her final year at TCU, the 
Horned Frogs appeared to turn 
a corner as Wacker led them to 
an 8-4 record in his second sea-
son at the helm. They started the 
next season 3-0, but recruiting 
violations led to Wacker dismiss-
ing All-American running back 
Kenneth Davis and five others 
from the team. They finished 3-8 
and did not have another winning 
season under Wacker.

And while Monday night didn’t 
turn out like Barron and her fel-
low TCU faithful were hoping for, 
she remains faithful and optimistic 
that a national championship is 
out there for her team.

“I don’t think Horned Frog fans 
ever give up,” she said.
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I’ve covered a lot of football games in 
my life. 

Never did I think I would see a player 
die on the field. But I did on Monday, Jan. 
2.

Thank goodness Damar Hamlin did not 
stay that way long. He was resuscitated, but 
spent several days with us all concerned 
whether he’d live or die before taking a turn 
for the better.

He was making a tackle, something he’d 
done countless times in his life. Then, sud-
denly he fell backwards onto the turf. Just 
like that he went from being a mighty glad-
iator playing the toughest sport in America 
to someone who could not breathe on his 
own.

The prayers of myself and many others 
across the nation and the world continue to 
go out to him. While he is making what has 
been labeled as a “remarkable recovery,” his 
future remains in limbo.

From everything I’ve heard about the 
24-year-old Hamlin he is a fine young man,
a charitable young man. He started an annu-
al toy drive for children in 2020, shortly
after finishing his college career at Pitt.

In his second season as a defensive back 
for the Buffalo Bills he was living the dream 
of many youngsters, getting paid lots of 
money to play the game he loves the most 
on the world’s biggest stage, the NFL.

Now, those dreams have turned into 
question marks.

I’m glad the NFL opted not to finish 
the game. I’ve no doubt they would have 
continued that night had not more com-
passionate heads and hearts prevailed. In 
fact, the original announcement was that 
the players and coaches would have five 
minutes before resuming play, and it wasn’t 
until more than an hour later that the game 
was officially postponed.

Thank goodness the Buffalo Bills and 
Cincinnati Bengals players and coaches 
said in unison, “No. Not happening.” 

Without players and coaches, you can’t 
have a game. Kudos to them for putting 
compassion and human life ahead of touch-
downs and field goals.

The ridiculousness of paying the worst 
player in the league more than most of us 
will make in a lifetime still exists, as does 
an ordinary family having to skip making 
a car payment to see a game in Jerry Jones’ 
stadium.

But so does something else. The unity 
shown by both teams following the tragedy 
renews an optimism that pro athletes are 
not just spoiled millionaires. They have a 
brotherhood that exceeds even the most 
lucrative contract and it was on full display 
that night and even after, as several players 
followed the Hamlin family to the hospital 
in support of Damar.

Response to Hamlin 
collapse showed  
us life is greater 
than any game

Look at it this way

Rick Mauch

Turn to HAMLIN, page 11

CROSS COUNTRY

Aledo freshmen garner state honors
Staff Reports
The Community News

Two members of the Aledo 
Ladycats have been named to 
the 2022 Texas Girls Coaches 
Association Class 5A All-State 
Cross Country Team. Honored 
were freshmen Elizabeth Griffin 
and Molly Garrison.

The duo were key in helping 
the Ladycats advance as a team 
to the 5A State Cross Country 
Meet. Griffin placed 21st state and 
Garrison placed 41st.

Garrison also won the District 
5-5A Meet, leading the Ladycats to
the team title as well, and was sec-
ond in the Region I Meet. Griffin
was third in the District 5-5A Meet
and 13th at the Region I Meet.

“Congratulations to these two 
amazing athletes 
and their accom-
plishments during 
the cross country 
season this year,” 
said Aledo cross 
country coach Mike 
Pinkerton.

Read this 
story online Elizabeth Griffin Molly Garrison

ANALYSIS

Despite Monday, this season was fabulous 
for Horned Frogs and faithful

Read this 
story online

JV DESIGNS

The horned frog statue stands watch at TCU.

https://www.community-news.com/stories/hamlin-collapse-showed-us-life-is-greater-than-any-game,16817
https://www.community-news.com/stories/aledo-freshmen-garner-state-honors,17936
https://www.community-news.com/stories/despite-monday-this-season-was-fabulous-for-horned-frogs-and-faithful,17934
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WRESTLING

Aledo wrestlers  
third in tourney

Staff Reports
The Community News

The Aledo Bearcats returned 
to Azle this past weekend for 
the Nest Invitational, just one 
week after a strong second-place 
showing in the Hornet Dual 
Tournament. This time the 
Bearcats overcame a rough start 
to finish third.

Maxwell Toth paced Aledo, 
taking first place in the 165-
pound division. It was the second 
consecutive meet in which a 
Bearcat won an individual title 
as Colonel Douglas won at 157 a 
week before.

Also for Aledo, Chad Thomas 
finished in a three-way tie 
for first in the 120 division, 
but wound up second via 
a tiebreaker. He defeated 
the tiebreaking winner, 
however.

Two others finished 
third in their respective 
divisions, Brice Bohn at 106 
and Britton Collins at 190.

The Aledo junior varsity also 
had a strong showing, with 20 
of 36 wrestlers placing fourth or 
higher. 

Placing first were Ian 
McCormick, Brady Powell, 
Samuel Belyeu, Randy Dixon, 
Bryce Vonasek and Carlos 
Obregon. 

Runners-up were Briley 
Perkins, Jayden Escalera, Michael 
Parks, Ethan Pickett and Kruger 
Summers.

Third-place finishers included 
Grady Saunders, Brennen Allen, 
Lawson Stewart, Lucas Todd and 
Anthony Rivas.

Capturing fourth were 
Samuel Haught, 
Mark Graham, Tyler 
Navarro and Anthony 
Flower.

The Aledo varsity 
boys and girls were 
competing in a tri-
meet at Springtown at 
press time, as was the 

JV in their league meet in Keller.

Read this 
story online

Bearcats aplenty among 
academic all-state

By Rick Mauch
The Community News

There is a connection between 
winning and intelligence. After all, 
would a coach let an athlete see much 
action in a game if they only knew 
60% of the playbook?

Clearly, the athletes at Aledo High 
School know a lot of the playbook 
in their respective sports — and in 
the classroom as well. The fall sports 
programs had a total of 28 athletes 
and two trainers honored as academ-
ic all-state by the Texas High School 
Coaches Association, along with six 
athletes earning the same honor from 
the Texas Girls Coaches Association.

Leading the accolades were 21 
athletes and two trainers from the 
Bearcats football program honored by 
the THSCA. The team 
recently won the Class 
5A Division I state 
championship, the 11th 
in program history.

Volleyball garnered 
four honors from the 
THSCA and four from 

the TGCA, while cross country had 
three THSCA recipients and two from 
the TGCA. The Ladycats volleyball 
team finished second in District 5-5A 
and advanced to the second round 
of the playoffs. The Ladycats and 
Bearcats won the district cross coun-
try championship and the Ladycats 
advanced to the 5A State Meet.

To be nominated for THSCA 
Academic All-State, a student must be 
an athlete, student trainer or manager 
in good standing with the team, of good 
moral character, a senior and have an 
overall grade point average of 92 or 
above (including courses from grades 
9-11 and courses completed from grade 
12). Weighted GPAs accepted.

To be nominated for TGCA 
Academic All-State, a student/athlete 

must be a graduating senior with 
an overall GPA of 94 or above for 
grades 9-11, must be a varsity par-
ticipant or member of the support 
staff of that sport in good standing 
an be of good moral character.

Here’s the complete list of recip-
ients from Aledo:

Texas High School Coaches 
Association

Football -  Elite team: Sawyer 
Storck. First team: Max Moeller, 
Christian Hillman, Toby McDonald, 
Caden Petty, Luke Shelton, Isaac Sohn. 
Second team: Brody Heimke, Isaac 
Knott, Andrew Chasteen, Cayson 
Hand, Jena Claffy (trainer), Kenneth 
Lohmer. Honorable mention: Ansel 
Din-Mbuh, Gabriel Sherrod, Tanner 
Wheaton, Clay Murador, Tabb Witt, 
Caden Boukadoum, Ethan Smith, 
Cap Mooney, Callie Stevens (trainer), 
Jalen Pope.

Volleyball - Second team: Payton 
Hilmer, Madison Jarvis. Honorable 
mention: Madison Frank, Mia Little.

Girls cross country - First team: 
Sidney Tillotson. Second team: 
Caitlyn Weimer.

Boys cross country - First team: 
Henry Zedler.

Texas Girls Coaches Association
Volleyball - Maddie Frank, Payton 

Hilmer, Maddy Jarvis, Mia Little.
Cross country - Sidney Tillotson, 

Caitlyn Weimer.
Read this 

story online

No amount of diving catches, slam 
dunks, end zone celebrations, or home 
plate high-fives will better exemplify 
what players and coaches for both teams 
did in the wake of this on-field tragedy. 
They showed love, class, and compas-
sion, things all young people cannot see 
enough.

With all due respect to the highlight 
reels on SportsCenter, the emotion shown 
by the Bills and Bengals in this moment 
is 100 times more worth 
showing. It’s also much 
more impactful.

The game is exciting. 
The game is dangerous. 
Trophies are wonderful 
things to hoist after the 
greatest of victories.

The game is also 
played by real life human beings. We were 
reminded of that by Damar Hamlin.

We were also reminded that not all 
pain in the game is restricted to the 
football field, and that there is a fine line 
between battling for a championship and 
fighting for your life.

The Buffalo Bills might be lifting the 
Super Bowl championship trophy next 
month. In the meantime, let’s pray that 
Hamlin comes away with the biggest vic-
tory of his life.

HAMLIN
from page 8

Read this 
story online

Right from the get-go slowing down the 
pace of play was exactly what Brewer did. 
Aledo scored first when Clock knocked down 
a short-range jumper down low little more 
than a minute into the contest. The Bears 
answered back with a score of their own 
before going ahead 3-2 during a trip to the 
charity stripe. On the following possession by 
Brewer, Anderson forced a turnover before 
going coast-to-coast and finishing with a dunk 
to put the exclamation point on the play. 

With the hometown crowd on their feet as 
the Bearcats reclaimed the lead at 4-3 at the  
4:35 mark in the first quarter the Bears called 
their first timeout in an attempt to 
slow the game back down.

The plan worked to perfection.
Over the next 4:31 of play not 

another point was scored by either 
side until Brewer’s Javier Espino 
made a layup with three ticks left on 
the clock to put the Bears on top 5-4 
at the end of the first.

Offense picked up for both squads in the 
second quarter, but the game remained a 
low-scoring affair. Heading into the break at 
halftime Aledo trailed 17-15.

After trailing for much of the first half the 
Bearcats reclaimed the lead with 4:20 left in 
the third quarter as Jackson Todd hit both 
shots from the free throw line. The 24-22 
advantage wasn’t much, but it was enough 

to get the hometown crowd emphatically 
involved with a lot of basketball left to play.

Midway through the fourth quarter Aledo’s 
lead extended to seven points – the largest 
lead of the contest for either team. Fields sank 
a short jump shot with 4:37 remaining in the 
contest to put the home team up 33-26.

True to form, the Bearcats going on a 6-2 
run to start the fourth quarter triggered a  
Brewer timeout in an effort to slow the pace 
of play.

Once again it worked.
Over the next two minutes the Bears 

erased Aledo’s lead before regaining control 
of the scoreboard when Perez hit his shot 
from beyond the three-point line. With 2:13 
remaining in the game the Bearcats found 
themselves trailing 36-34. 

Clock knocked down a long-range 
jumper from just inside the arch to tie 
the game up at 36-all with a buck 37 
left to play before the game reached its 
inevitable conclusion.

“I thought we did a bad job down 
the stretch,” Robinson stated. “On the 
7-0 run there we got a little lackadaisi-
cal on defense, and Brewer will punish 

you. That’s what they did.”
The Bearcats will be back in action on 

Friday when Granbury comes to town. Tipoff 
for that district matchup is slated for 7:30 p.m.
Varsity
Aledo	 4	 11	 12	 9	 36
Brewer	 5	 12	 7	 14	 38
ALedo Scoring - Drew Clock 17, Brandon Fields 7, Jackson Todd 6, 
Exavier Anderson 4, Jack Sawyer 2.

BUZZER
from page 12

RYAN WADE/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Aledo’s Brandon Fields drives the lane against 
Brewer on Jan. 6. Fields had seven points in 
the game.

Read this 
story online

https://www.community-news.com/stories/aledo-wrestlers-third-in-tourney,17935
https://www.community-news.com/stories/bearcats-aplenty-among-academic-all-state,17937
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Classifieds

Business Cards

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor 

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100  
Aledo, TX 76008  
Bus. 817-441-4108 • Fax 800-656-0301 
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com 
www.edwardjones.comRESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR • LICENSED & INSURED
TECL #19987

817-441-8633
• • NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS • •

817-443-9733
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR
LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

Hearing
Care Center
4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702
Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre
Phone: 817.263.1971

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
CHAPPELL

• COMPOSITION SHINGLES
• WOOD SHINGLES
• NEW ROOFS • REROOFS
• REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 • mobile (817) 996-2726

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

Insurance Claims Handled

Free 

Estim
ates

Thousands of Lifelong Customers.

With the same name and number since 1973, Billy Harris Roofing is here before, during and after the Texas 
storms. Billy Harris Roofing has had the same crews since 1992 which has paved the way to 10 consecutive 

Angie’s List Super Service Awards since 2006. Billy Harris Roofing prides itself on quality... not quantity! 
Give the experts a call today and find out for yourself why thousands of life-long customers 

have put their trust in Billy Harris Roofing • 817-249-3338 • www.billyharris-roofi ng.com

817-249-3338 Same Crews Since 1992

Same Name & Number Since 1973
Previous Awards 
from 2006 to 2015

5 & 6 Inch Seamless Gutters • Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial • New & Repair

ROSS GUTTERS
In Business Since 1995

Office: 817-565-4658
Talk and text 817-771-9661

FREE SPLASH BLOCKS FOR A LIMITED TIME

Megan Hendricks
Director of Operations

www.doylemoss.com
Email: megan@doylemoss.com

705 N. FM 1187
PO Box 967

Aledo, TX 76008
Tel: 817-441-9053
Fax: 817-441-7145Operated by a subsidary  

of NRT, LLC

KIMBERLY MEYER, 
ABR, CRS, GRI

REALTOR®

Cell (817) 929-0347
kimberly.meyer@cbdfw.com

5924 Convair Drive #420  
Fort Worth, TX 76109

www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer

Global Luxury Specialist

Vanity Tops                                           Tubs 
Whirlpool Tubs                         Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE
2927 Greenlee Park Trail

Weatherford, Texas 76088

  817-341-8970
Natural Granite  •  Solid Surface  •  Silestone

Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

(817) 249-2028

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t

Ken Hartman, Proprietor

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry 
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 817-504-7662817-504-7662
Call for availability · Boat & RV parking - $50Call for availability · Boat & RV parking - $50

10x10 $65 • 10x20 $95 • 10x30 $14010x10 $65 • 10x20 $95 • 10x30 $140

We have lots of room  
for your stuff!

1187 MINI STORAGE1187 MINI STORAGE

Leave  Leave  
your card!your card!

For info about advertising on the  
Business Card Page, call 817-441-7661.

www.community-news.com

P.O. Box 1031, Aledo, TX • 817-441-7661 

www.community-news.com

The 
CommuniTy news
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TexSCAN Week of 
Jan. 8-14, 2023

ACREAGE
AFFORDABLE LAND. We have some of the best in 
Texas. Hill Country – Edwards, McCulloch, Schleicher, 
Coke, Val Verde counties, free ranging exotics. South 
Texas – Kinney, Duval, Live Oak counties - whitetail, 
hogs. Trans Pecos, Terrell, Val Verde – whitetail, 
javelina, quail. 30 year fixed rate financing, 5% down. 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

AUCTION
45th Annual Cattleman Bull & Female Sale 
12:00 Noon, Jan. 21, 2023, El Campo Livestock 
Exchange, El Campo, Texas. 100 bulls, 250 females, 
cattlemansale.com.

PETS/LIVESTOCK
Use Happy Jack® Seal N Heal® on dogs, cats & 
horses to close wounds with a bitter taste.  Allow heal-
ing.  At better Farm & Garden Stores.  (Distributed by 
K&K Vet Supply (479) 361-1516)

GENERATORS
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE 
Quote. Call now before the next power outage: 
1-855-704-8579.

LOG HOMES
Log Homes – Pay only the balance owed. Just Released: 
American Log Homes is assisting estate & account 
settlement on houses. Log Home kits selling for balance 
owed, free delivery. Model #101 Carolina, bal. $17,000; 
Model #203 Georgia, bal. $19,950; Model #305 Biloxi, 
bal. $14,500; Model #403 Augusta, bal. $16,500. View 
plans at www.americanloghomesandcabins.com; 
704-368-4528.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

News SubscribeSports

The Community News Online Application has been made 
with the Texas Alcoholic 
Beverage Commission for 
a Mixed Beverage Permit 
and Mixed Beverage Late 
Hours Permit by Flat Top 
Road Bevco, LLC dba Jakes 
Burgers to be located at 
601 FM 1187 South, Aledo, 
Parker County, Texas. 
Courtney Lindley and Gregg 
Robert, Managers.
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Looking for 
the Top Dog?

Parker County’s only locally-owned newspaper

It’s a local call •click • e-mail!
817-441-7661 • www.community-news.com

TOWN OF ANNETTA NORTH
ORDINANCE NO. 2022-04

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF ANNETTA NORTH, TEXAS; 
PROHIBITING EXCAVATION WITHOUT A PERMIT; PROVIDING THAT 
THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BE CUMULATIVE OF ALL ORDINANCES; 
PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING A PENALTY 
FOR VIOLATIONS; PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION IN THE OFFICIAL 
NEWSPAPER; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

ANY PERSON, FIRM OR CORPORATION WHO VIOLATED, DISOBEYS, 
OMITS, NEGLECTS OR REFUSES TO COMPLY WITH OR WHO 
RESISTS THE ENFORCEMENT OF ANY OF THE PROVISIONS OF THIS 
ORDINANCE SHALL BE FIND NOT MORE THAN FIVE HUNDRED 
DOLLARS ($500.00). EACH DAY THAT A VIOLATION IS PERMITTED 
TO EXIST SHALL CONSTITUTE A SEPARATE OFFENSE.

//SE MAYOR ROBERT SCHMIDT

PUBLIC NOTICE OF TEST OF AUTOMATIC 
TABULATING EQUIPMENT

Notice is hereby given that the automatic tabulating equipment 
that will be used in the Special Election held on February 7, 2023 
will be tested on January 19, 2023 at 9:00 a.m. at Parker County 
Courthouse Annex, 1112 Santa Fe Drive, to ascertain that it will accu-
rately count the votes cast for all offices and on all measures.

Jenise ‘Crickett’ Miller 
Parker County Elections Administrator

AVISO PUBLICO DE PROBAR EL EQUIPO PARA TABULAR 
AUTOMATICAMENTE

Por lo presente se da aviso que el equipo para tabular automáti-
camente que se usará en la Elección especial celebradas el 7 de 
febrero de 2023 se probará el 19 de enero de 2023 a las 9:00 am en 
el anexo de la corte del condado del Parker, 1112 Santa Fe Dr, para 
determinar si el equipo contará con exacitud los votos para todos los 
puestos oficiales y sobre todos los proyectos de ley. 

Jenise ‘Crickett’ Miller  
Firma del/dela Oficial
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M A N A G E D  B Y

New Year, New Carefree Lifestyle
New Premium Community!

YOU’RE INVITED

HIGH SPEED INTERNET
SPEEDING IS ENCOURAGED 
CALL CIRRA NETWORKS TODAY

(817) 259-1100  |  www.cirranet.net

Office:  817-443-9747

Fax:  817-887-2271

Mobile:  254-592-8739

107 Larson Lane, Suite 300-C
Aledo, TX 76008

ChristiJamesInsurance.com
Serving all your home, auto, business and life insurance needs.

CHRISTI  JAMES
BRANCH OWNER/AGENT

cjames@twfg.com

Independent agency serving all your home,  
auto, business and life insurance needs

NO MATTER YOUR NEED, 
WE HAVE YOU COVERED
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
A FREE QUOTE!

Office:  817-443-9747
Mobile: 254-592-8739
Email: cjames@twfg.com

107 Larson Lane, Suite 300-C
Aledo, TX 76008 BRANCH OWNER

Office:  817-443-9747

Fax:  817-887-2271

Mobile:  254-592-8739

107 Larson Lane, Suite 300-C
Aledo, TX 76008

ChristiJamesInsurance.com
Serving all your home, auto, business and life insurance needs.

CHRISTI  JAMES
BRANCH OWNER/AGENT

cjames@twfg.com

Don’t forget your four-legged 
family member when you travel!

• Boarding 

• Grooming 

• Heated & 
Cooled 

• Indoor & 
Outdoor Runs

• 24-Hour 
Attendant 

Ring Leaders Kennel
Aledo 817-441-8071

Newly-Upgraded boarding facilities
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It’s a local call!

struggled to handle Brewer’s pace or pres-
sure in the game as well.

Brewer overwhelmed the Ladycats on 
both ends of the court en route to a 26-point 
victory, with the final score standing at 75-49.

“We’ve got to handle pressure better,” 
Hyles said after the game. “We struggled set-
ting up an offense; struggled on the offensive 
side because of their athleticism. We’ve got to 
be able to handle that a lot better.”

The first quarter of action was highly 
competitive with Aledo surging late to close 
the early gap. The Ladycats scored seven of 
the last nine points in the opening stanza 
to finish out the first trailing by just three 
points, 17-14.

As the second quarter began the Ladycats 
found themselves in quicksand. From then 
on the harder they struggled, the deeper the 
hole got. By the time the half ended Brewer 
expanded the lead from three points at the 
end of the first to a dozen points heading into 
the break.

Coming out of the half trailing 35-23 the 
Ladycats put up 16 points in the third quar-
ter. However, the quicksand only got deeper 
as the Lady Bears rallied during the same 
stretch, posting 21 of their own. With three 
quarters gone Aledo trailed by 17.

Coasting to the finish 
wasn’t the plan for Brewer 
in the final quarter of action 
as the Lady Bears posted 19 
more points while holding 
Aledo to just a dime in the 
final eight minutes of play. 

Varsity
Aledo	 10	   8	 20	 9	 49
Azle	 14	 17	 5	 2	 38
Aledo scoring	 Reagan Davis 12, Caroline Browning 10, Kandle 
Boggus 7, Presley Hull 6, Kinley Elms 6, Claire Byars 4, Natalie 
Anderson 2.

Junior Varsity
Aledo	 11	 14	 3	 10	 38
Azle	 4	 4	 5	 7	 20
Aledo scoring	 Savannah Salas 9, Peyton Flores 7, Brenna 
Clock 6, Maddox Lucas 5, August Carlone 5, Kinley Evans 4, 
Breleigh Mayer 2.

Varsity
Aledo	 14	 9	 16	 10	 49
Brewer	 17	 18	 21	 19	 75
Aledo scoring: Claire Byars 26, Kandle Boggus 7, Caroline 
Browning 5, Presley Hull 4, Reagan Davis 3, Ella Isbell 2, Kenzie 
Grau 2.

Junior Varsity
Aledo	 7	 14	 7	 20	 48
Brewer	 2	 1	 9	 1	 13
Aledo scoring: Kinley Evans 15, Brenna Clock 7, Maddox Lucas 7, 
Breleigh Mayer 7, August Carlone 6, Peyton Flores 4, Rebekah Jarrell 2.

LADYCATS
from page 12

RYAN WADE/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

LEFT: Kenzie Grau attempts to stop a Brewer layup. | RIGHT: Caroline Browning works the 
post in action against Brewer on Jan. 6.

Read this 
story online
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Moritz Chevrolet · Chrysler · Jeep 
Loop 820 & Hwy 580 (Camp Bowie West) · 817-696-2000

Moritz Kia · 8501 I-30 · 817-560-6000

SuperSuper

School BoardSchool Board

Molly Garrison and Elizabeth Griffin

All-State Cross Country

On toOn to

GreatGreat

Congratulations!Congratulations!

1-888-480-0731
Avi Deshmukh M.D., Veteran, Licensed Agent

Washington Agency
101 Summit Ave. Ste. 806 • Ft. Worth, TX. 76102

• LIFE
• HEALTH
• CANCER
• ACCIDENT

Avi Deshmukh M.D.

Affordable Rates &  
Quality Coverage  
from a Trusted Insurer.

Learn More about AIL’s Insurance Solutions for Individuals & Families. 
Dependable Insurance to Build a Stronger Tomorrow.  

Request Your Personalized Quote.  
Contact me today at 1-888-480-0731 for more information.

ALEDO,  DFW,  MIDLAND,

AMARILLO,  &  AUST IN

community-news.com
The Community News

By Ryan Wade
The Community News

Losing is never easy, but some losses sting more 
than others.

That was the case on Friday, Jan. 6, when the 
visiting Brewer Bears managed to sink a last-sec-
ond shot to steal the win from the Bearcats on their 
home court in a tightly contested 38-36 contest. 

Following a strong defensive stand that lasted 
1:11, the Bearcats regained possession with 26 sec-
onds left in regulation before immediately calling a 
timeout with the score tied at 36-all. After a quick 
strategy meeting, play resumed with the Bearcats 
inbounding the ball on the far end of the floor. 
Aledo raced across half court to begin setting up 
their offense for one final attempt at closing out 
the game. 

Point guard Ulises Garcia dribbled around the 
right side of the perimeter before handing it off 
to Exavier Anderson. Anderson returned the ball 
to the top of the key before passing off to Drew 
Clock. Clock moved to his left, dribbling the ball a 
pair of times before Brewer’s Julian Perez forced a 
turnover for the Bears. 

Perez quickly found Carron Gibson with the 
outlet pass as Gibson raced down the floor with 
Aledo’s Brandon Fields in hot pursuit. Gibson 
threw up the left-handed layup over Fields’ out-
stretched arms before crashing to the hardwood 
below. The ball played off the glass, falling through 
the hoop just as time expired.

“A game like that, every possession matters,” 
Bearcats head coach JD Robinson said after the 
game. “We’ve got to value every possession. When 
every possession is that monumental, you’ve got to 
take care of it. We can’t turn the ball over.”

Brewer operated with great deliberation on the 
offensive end of the floor throughout the contest, 
resulting in few scoring opportunities for both 
clubs. Any time the Bearcats transitioned from 

man defense into zone, the Bears were content to 
melt the clock away just inside midcourt. Multiple 
times during the contest Brewer was able to burn 
more than a minute off the clock before attempting 
a single shot.

“That’s the way they play every game,” Robinson 
said of Brewer’s offensive philosophy during a 
post-game interview. “We knew what it would be. 
It’s hard to speed it up when they want to slow it 
down.”

BASKETBALL

Brewer sinks buzzer 
beater to best Bearcats

BASKETBALL

Ladycats get back in the 
win column at Azle

By Ryan Wade
The Community News

Aledo’s Ladycats worked their way 
back into the win column on the road 
in Azle on Jan. 10. Reagan Davis led the 
Ladycat offense with a dozen points as 
her team returned home with a 47-38 
victory as a souvenir from the trip.

The opening stanza of action saw 
the two teams deadlocked at 14 apiece 
through the first eight minutes of action. 
In the second quarter the Lady Hornets 
managed to sting Aledo’s offense taking 
a 31-23 lead into the break.

Coming out of halftime the Ladycats 
found their way. Aledo’s offense went 
on a run on one end of the floor while 
dominating defensively on the other. 
Heading into the final quarter of play 

the visiting squad from Aledo held a 
39-36 lead.

With eight minutes left to play 
Aledo’s defense slammed the door shut 
on a potential Lady Hornet comeback. 
The Ladycats pounced on Azle, allow-
ing just two points in the last quarter 
of action while posting 10 of their own.

The Ladycats (12-13 overall, 2-3 in 
District 5-5A) return to action on Friday 
when they host Granbury at 6:15 p.m.

Brewer upends Ladycats
Heading into Friday’s contest against 

Brewer’s Lady Bears, Aledo head coach 
Nikki Hyles knew her team would 
struggle to deal with the visiting team’s 
athleticism. Unfortunately, the Ladycats 

JACKIE HAYSLIP/THE COMMUNITY NEWS 

The Ladycats varsity basketball team cheered with excitment when the team tied 
Azle 36-36 in the fourth quarter of their home game on Tuesday, Jan. 10.. The 
Ladycats went on to win the game 47-38.

RYAN WADE/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Drew Clock moves the ball up the court. Clock led 
scorers with 17 points against Brewer.

Turn to BUZZER, page 9

Turn to LADYCATS, page 11

https://www.community-news.com/stories/brewer-sinks-buzzer-beater-to-best-bearcats,17939
https://www.community-news.com/stories/ladycats-get-back-in-the-win-column-at-azle,17940



