
We should have  
known Bearcats would 
reign again
Analysis by Rick Mauch
The Community News

We should have known all along 
how this would end.

It’s hard to imagine a team that 
had won nine state championships 
since 2009, including most recent-
ly a second three-peat in 2018-20, 
would feel the need to prove 
anything.

Yet, that’s where the Aledo 
Bearcats found themselves after 
starting 0-2 for the first time since 
Tim Buchanan came to town as 
head coach in 1993. Even in his first 
season, in which the team went 2-8, 
they managed a split of their first 
two games.

But since then, only four other 
times had Aledo dropped back-
to-back games. The last time it 
happened was in 2007, after which 
the Bearcats began what is now 
a national-record 111-game district 
winning streak.

So, perhaps we should have seen 
it coming. After all, those two sea-
son-opening losses weren’t to just 
anybody. Dallas Parish Episcopal (a 
24-17 road loss) finished 12-1 and 
won a fourth consecutive TAPPS 
Division I championship, while 
Denton Guyer (a 44-14 home loss) 
went on to go 14-1 and reach the 
6A Division II semifinals, losing to 
eventual state champion DeSoto.

At the time, however, there 
was admittedly some concern that 
perhaps this was the year Aledo 
would have an “ordinary” season. 
After all, they still had a trip to face 

highly touted Denton Guyer, who 
was placed in the same district with 
the Bearcats in February’s biennial 
UIL realignment — the time when 
it was also announced Aledo was 
moving up to 5A Division I.

Guyer was even picked by most 
to win district and end a string of 14 

consecutive league championships 
by the Bearcats.

In the end, however, it was anoth-
er memorable season for Aledo that 
ended in another state champion-
ship. They reeled off 14 consecutive 
victories and capped them with 
a 52-14 win over College Station 

at AT&T Stadium, aka Bearcat 
Stadium East, on Saturday, Dec. 17.

“The way we started, no one 
expected us to be where we’re at,” 
Buchanan said. “These kids worked 
their tails off. They’ve literally got-
ten better every day.”

It was the 11th in their history, 
started by one in 1998 before they 
began their run for the ages in 2009 
with the first three-peat and fol-
lowed with titles in 2013 and 2014. 
The 2013 squad, you will recall, 
remains the only team at any level, 

Copyright 2022, The Community News - Volume 32, Number 51 – Published Weekly
The Community News (USPS 005-341) is published each week by TCN Ventures Inc., at 1015 Champions Dr., Aledo, TX 76008.  
Periodical rate postage paid at Aledo, Texas 76008.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to : The Community News, P.O. Box 1031, Aledo, Texas 76008

D e c e m b e r  2 3 ,  2 0 2 2  · w w w . c o m m u n i t y - n e w s . c o m  · 7 5  c e n t s

The CommuniTy news
Serving Aledo · the Annettas · Hudson Oaks · Willow Park, Texas

BACK ON TOP
Bearcats bring home 11th State Championship

SCOTT W. COLEMAN

Aledo High School Principal Angi Timms ducks as the Aledo Bearcats celebrate their 11th state championship in football. The Bearcats defeated College 
Station 52-14 on Saturday, Dec. 17, at AT&T Stadium in Dallas.

Turn to STATE, page A5

ALEDO ISD

Trustees approve Chapter 313 
resolution for ‘Project Redeemer’
Next step in possible 
$3.7 billion solar cell 
manufacturing plant 
on Walsh Ranch
By Ryan Wade
The Community News

The Aledo ISD Board of 
Trustees met in a special session 
last Friday, Dec. 16, finalizing 
approval for the Chapter 313 Value 
Limitation Application as part of 
a proposal that could see a $3.7 
billion solar panel facility erected 
on Walsh Ranch.

Following several months of 
coordination with the Texas State 
Comptroller, the Parker County 
Economic Development Council, 
and the Fort Worth Chamber of 
Commerce, the board passed the 
measure unanimously.

Perhaps the most significant 
piece of information to come out 
of the meeting was the revealing of 
the mystery company on the receiv-
ing end of the proposal. The 1,100 
acres of ranch land situated to the 
north of I-20 and south of I-30 
east of Aledo is the prospective 
future home to Hanwha Q Cells 
Americas Holding Corporations’ 

second U.S.-based solar panel 
manufacturing facility. 

“This is an opportunity for us to 
support our community in engag-
ing in economic development and 
creating the opportunities for a 
corporation to want to be here,” 
said Aledo ISD Superintendent Dr. 
Susan Bohn following the meet-
ing. “It’s opportunities for jobs. 
It’s opportunity for value in our 
system in all of east Parker County. 
It could be, hopefully, the start of 
getting more commercial develop-
ment in the district.”

Turn to PROJECT, page A3

We wish you a 
bright and beautiful 

Christmas. Watch next 
week for our  

annual special Good 
News Edition!

Be Prepared  Deep Freeze is Coming, A2
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Similarly, native pathogens such 
as oak wilt, have killed oak trees 
in Central Texas in epidemic 
proportions.

Each of these forest pests 
cause severe ecological and eco-
nomic impacts over time. While 
they can spread on their own, 
accidental transport by humans 
is one of the main ways they can 
move greater distances, some-
times quickly jumping state and 
county lines. Firewood is one 
of the main ways many of these 
pests are moved, regardless of 
how seasoned or old the fire-
wood is. Even wood that looks 
clean and healthy may still have 
insect eggs or fungal spores that 
can start new infestations.

Limit the spread
 “We can limit the spread of 

invasive tree pests,” said Gomez. 
“The best rule of thumb is to 
burn the firewood close to where 
it’s bought or picked up. Moving 
firewood can easily introduce 
insects and diseases to new 
areas, particularly during hunt-
ing and camping seasons.”

For diseases like oak wilt, 
this is critical. Transporting and 
storing infected wood from red 
oaks can spread oak wilt fungal 
spores to previously uninfected 
neighborhoods and properties. 
Because live oaks tend to grow 
in large, dense groups, oak wilt 
spreads quickly, and one infect-
ed tree can lead to large patches 
of dead and dying trees.

While firewood is an import-
ant commodity in the fall and 
winter, Texans can help pre-
vent the spread of these pests 
and diseases by purchasing, 

collecting and 
burning fire-
wood locally.  

For more 
information, 
visit www.dont-
movefirewood.
org.

FIREWOOD
from page A3

Read this 
story online

Artic blast forecast leading into Christmas
Experts provide tips 
on how to protect 
plants, pipes and pets
By Adam Russell
Texas A&M

An artic blast with sub-freez-
ing temperatures forecast prior to 
the Christmas holiday weekend 
prompts the need to protect plants, 
pipes and pets.

The National Weather Service is 
forecasting an artic blast that will 
plummet temperatures below freez-
ing beginning late evening Dec. 22 
and continuing through Dec. 24 for 
much of Texas. The forecast calls for 
the coldest air since February 2021. 
Wind chills of single digits to below 
zero are forecast.

Though no snow or ice accumu-
lations are anticipated, high wind 
gusts of 35 mph or higher are pre-
dicted and could lead to downed 
power lines.

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service experts have tips on how to 
protect your plants, pipes, and pets. 
The AgriLife Extension Disaster 
Education Network has multiple 
resources for Texans to access and 
prepare for the potentially severe 
winter ice storm.

Protect your plants
Frosts and freeze can damage 

or kill exposed plants, especially 
those in containers, said AgriLife 
Extension horticulture program 
specialist, Lisa Whittlesey, Bryan-
College Station. Damage can vary 
greatly among plant varieties, so 
cold-sensitive plants will require 
more protection than hardier plants.

Plants in containers are more 
susceptible to freezing temperatures 
because they lack the insulation the 
soil provides. They should be moved 
inside the home or garage — any 
space where temperatures will stay 
above freezing.

If container plants cannot be 
moved indoors, put them on the 
south side of the house, water them 
well and pile on mulch, leaves, or 

hay to protect the roots and/or cover 
them with a frost blanket. Cold-
sensitive landscape plants can also 
be covered with similar protection.

When covering plants, drape 
them with cardboard or cloth mate-
rial to the ground and secure it, 
she said. The idea is to trap enough 
warmer air escaping from the soil to 
protect plants from a killing freeze. 

Stringing holiday lights around 
sensitive plants and covering them 
with a tarp can provide protection 
from light freezes, she said.

Watering plants and making 
sure they are not drought-stressed 
before freezing temperatures arrive 
can help, Whittlesey said. Watering 
just before the freeze can also help 
because water creates warmth and 
loses heat slowly. 

Protecting pipes
When it comes to freeze damage 

to homes, protecting exposed pipes 
is critical when temperatures dip 
below freezing. Joel Pigg, AgriLife 
Extension program specialist and 
Texas Well Owner Network coordi-
nator, Bryan-College Station, said 
homeowners should protect pipes 
around the house or in wellhouses 
now while the weather is good.

“It’s best to act early, rather than 
when the storm is coming in,” he 
said. “Prepare now because sup-
plies of insulation and parts might 
be limited during a rush for items 
needed to protect pipes just before 
freezing temperatures arrive.”

Water pipes can freeze and 
burst when the outside temperature 
reaches 20 degrees or below, but 
Pigg said take precautions anytime 
temperatures dip below freezing. 
Pipes with northern exposure face 
increased risk of freeze.

Exposed pipes, including out-
door faucets, water 
sprinklers, water pipes 
in basements, crawl 
spaces, attics or garag-
es, pipes that run along 
exterior walls, swim-
ming pool supply lines 
and well houses are 

especially susceptible to freezing 
temperatures.

Outdoor water systems should 
be drained and covered or allowed 
to drip slowly to help protect from 
damage, he said.

Products made to insulate water 
pipes like sleeves, insulation or heat 
tape should be applied to exposed 
water pipes. Many products are 
available at local plumbing supply 
retailers. Newspaper can also pro-
vide some protection to exposed 
pipes as long as exposure is not 
prolonged.

Foam faucet covers also add pro-
tection to an area susceptible to 
freezing, he said.

“Covers are around $4, and 
insulation or heat tape are very 
inexpensive relative to paying for 
repairs,” he said. “Adding protective 
elements to any weak points is a 
good investment against short-term 
freezes.”

Leaving water running slightly 
does help during prolonged events, 
and heat lamps to raise tempera-
tures in lesser-insulated spaces with 
pipes like well houses or basements 
can help prevent breaks, he said.

Protect livestock  
and pets

Farm animals and pets require 
extra attention when it is cold out-
side. Most livestock species are 
adaptable; however, it’s important 
to provide animals shelter to pro-
tect them from cold, blustery, and 
wet conditions. Once a shelter is 
in place, maintaining the area can 
ensure animals stay healthy.

The Texas A&M Veterinary 
Medical Diagnostic Laboratory, 
TVMDL, experts advise keeping 
outdoor animals bedding replaced 
will ensure they have an excellent 

place to escape the winter ele-
ments. Along those same lines, 
make sure that clean, adequate 
water supplies are available 
and will be easy to maintain 
during freezing conditions.

Energy and protein are 
important levels to evaluate 

during a cold winter, which includes 
high calorie food for companion ani-
mals as well as quality forage for 
livestock. TVMDL experts advise 
evaluating forage before offering it 
to livestock.

Additional tips for pets are 
offered by American Humane:
• Leave your pets’ coats a little 

longer in the winter to provide as 
much warmth as possible.

• Keep your pets inside, both 
during the day and night.

• If dogs must be left outside for 
any period of time, they should 
have a draft-free shelter large 
enough to stand and turn around 
in, yet small enough to retain body 
heat. Use a layer of straw or other 
bedding material to help insulate 
them against the cold. Make sure 
the entrance faces away from the 
incoming wind and snow.

• Keep your cats indoors. 
Sometimes cats left outdoors in 
cold weather seek shelter and 
heat under the hoods of auto-
mobiles and are injured or killed 
when the ignition is turned on. 
Banging loudly on the hood of

• Salt and de-icers: Many pets 
like to go outside to romp and 
stomp in the snow, but people 
use powerful salt and chemicals 
on their sidewalks to combat ice 
buildup. Thoroughly clean your 
pets’ paws, legs and abdomen 
after they have been outside, to 
prevent ingestion of toxic sub-
stances and to prevent their pads 
from becoming dry and irritated. 
Signs of toxic ingestion include 
excessive drooling, vomiting and 
depression.

• Ice and snow: When you let your 
pets in from a walk or a romp 
outside, make sure to wipe their 
paws and undersides — get those 
ice balls off as soon as possi-
ble, as they can cause frostbite. 
Check with your veterinarian if 
you suspect frostbite.

• Use nontoxic antifreeze. 
Antifreeze is great-tasting 
to pets, but even a very small 
amount can be deadly. 

Read this 
story online

https://www.community-news.com/stories/artic-blast-forecast-leading-into-christmas,15163
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Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry
Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C. 
Michael Ball, D.D.S., P.L.L.C.
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It’s a local call!

PARKER COUNTY

Man arrested after early morning pursuit
By Danie Huffman
Parker County Sheriff’s Office

Parker County Sheriff ’s depu-
ties arrested a man following an 
early morning pursuit on Tuesday, 
Dec. 20.

Sheriff Russ Authier said the 
incident and arrest stemmed from 
a traffic stop in the 15800-Block 
of South US Highway 377 shortly 
after 2 a.m.  

Sheriff ’s deputies observed a 
white suburban with no license 
plate carrying a male driver and 
female passenger entering the 
Wheatland area heading east.  

The driver failed to follow the 
deputy’s instructions during the 
stop and fled the scene, also fail-
ing to yield to the deputy’s lights 
and sirens. The driver led law 
enforcement officers in a high-
speed pursuit. 

The suspect driver reached 
speeds of 80 to 100-miles per 
hour while additional officers 
from Benbrook and Fort Worth 
Police responded to assist in the 
pursuit as the driver entered East 
Interstate 20.  

The driver exited at Berry 
Street heading east, turning south 
on the service road and back on 
Berry Street, heading west. The 
driver continued on side streets, 
reaching speeds in excess of 
60-miles-per-hour.  

The chase continued to 
Meacham and Western Center, 
where the driver changed direc-
tions again heading south on 
Interstate 35.  

The driver merged onto 
Interstate 30 as law enforcement 
officers set up spike strips near 
Chisolm Trail, where the driver 
ran over the strips but continued 
in the pursuit.  

Law enforcement officers 
noted the driver had no front tire 
as he traveled past Las Vegas Trail, 
where a second spike strip was 
deployed. The driver then threw 
a “meth pipe” out of the vehicle’s 
window and stopped the vehicle 
near West Point, where the female 
fled on foot. The driver continued 
driving on Alameda, where offi-
cers observed the suspect armed 
with a 9mm handgun. 

The female was apprehended 
shortly thereafter and taken into 
custody by Fort Worth Police.  

Officers shut down traffic at 
West Loop 820 and Alameda 
exit ramp, where they held the 
suspect at gunpoint in the road-
way as negotiations ensued amid 
a standoff. The suspect surren-
dered around 4:30 a.m., and was 
taken into custody without further 
incident.  

The driver was identified as 
Bradley Travis Olson, 32. He was 
booked into the Parker County 
Jail on charges of evading arrest 
detention with vehicle and unlaw-
fully carrying a 
weapon.  

Sheriff Authier 
extended his appre-
ciation for the 
cooperation and 
assistance from 
Fort Worth and 
Benbrook Police 
Departments. The case investi-
gation continues with additional 
charges pending the investigation.

Read this 
story online

PARKER COUNTY

Rainwater harvesting 
grant program under way
Up to 100% funding  
is available
By Upper Trinity Groundwater 
Conservation District
Special to The Community News

The Upper Trinity Groundwater 
Conservation District has announced 
a new annual rainwater harvesting 
grant program for Montague, Wise, 
Parker, and Hood Counties.

UTGCD encourages organizations 
within the district area to consider 
the addition of rainwater harvesting 
systems to structures and organiza-
tional buildings.

Maintained systems significantly 
reduce groundwater usage, utili-
ty costs, erosion, and weathering 
of vegetative surfaces. The State of 
Texas publicly supports rainwater 
harvesting efforts while recognizing 
exemplary systems each year via the 
Texas Water Development Board.

There is no cost to apply to the 
program, and multiple systems may 
be granted within an application year. 
Up to 100% of funding is available to 
grantees, with multiple cost sharing 
options available as well.

The grant application period is 
open now and UTGCD will accept 
applications through Feb. 28, 2023.

To access application documents, 
video guides, and resources on 
rainwater harvesting, visit uppertrin-
itygcd.com ( https://uppertrinitygcd.
com/rainwater-harvesting-grants/ ) 

and navigate to the grant resource 
hub.

Administratively complete appli-
cations will be graded via a numerical 
scoring rubric, available to applicants 
as part of program transparency.

Applicants will be able to track the 
status of their application via the dis-
trict website. Organizations that fall 
into the below listed categories may 
apply. Interested parties can reach out 
to UTGCD to verify their eligibility.

Eligible entities and organizations 
include the following:
• Cities;
• Counties;
• Independent School Districts;
• Municipal Utility Districts;
• Special Utility Districts;
• Emergency Service Districts;
• Volunteer Fire Departments;
• Non-profit organizations;
• Other entities that provide public 

service consistent with the pur-
poses of or that otherwise benefit 
the District;

• Other private entities to which the 
public has access.
For questions regarding the appli-

cation process, 
application mate-
rials, and status 
updates, call Jill 
Garcia with the 
Upper Trinity GCD 
at 817-523-5200 or 
email jill@upper-
trinitygcd.com.

Read this 
story online

NEWS YOU CAN USE

Prevent spread of invasive pests, 
diseases by not moving firewood
Accidental transport 
through wood is a 
key contributor
By Texas A&M Forest Service
Special to The Community News

Texas A&M Forest 
Service urges all Texans, and 
especially outdoor enthusiasts, to 
help reduce the spread of oak 
wilt and invasive insects by taking 
preventive measures and being 
knowledgeable when collecting, 

transporting, and purchasing 
firewood.

As Texans travel for hunting or 
camping trips, they may unknow-
ingly be bringing deadly, invasive 
pests and diseases along with the 
firewood.

“Many devastating, tree-kill-
ing pests present in Texas forests 
live and breed inside firewood,” 
said Demian Gomez, Texas A&M 
Forest Service Regional Forest 
Health coordinator. “Some wood 
borers, such as the invasive 

emerald ash borer and redbay 
ambrosia beetle, have already 
caused devastating impacts, 
practically wiping out entire tree 
species from some regions of the 
country.”

The emerald ash borer, pres-
ent in North Texas, has killed 
millions of ash trees across the 
eastern U.S. The redbay ambrosia 
beetle continues to spread west 
from the southeast, killing redbay 
and sassafras trees along the way. 

Turn to FIREWOOD, page A2
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WWW.PCCOWBOYCHURCH.ORG

Sundays
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16250 Old Weatherford Road
Aledo, Texas
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For more information contact the Parish Office at 817-441-3500

The Willow Park  
Church of 

Christ
721 Ranch House Road

Sunday Worship Assembly – 10:30 am

www.thewillowparkchurchofchrist.com

YOU'RE INVITED!

SUNDAY'S AT 10:00AM 

SUNDAY

aledoumc.org 

your church since 1878

@Oak and Pecan (817) 441 8329

WORSHIP WITH US AT

united methodist church
ALEDO

Sundays
Contemporary Service 9am

Traditional Service 11am
Online Worship - aledoumc.org

Wednesday Nights
Adult Bible Study 

ChildChildren’s JAM (K-5th)
Students @ the Quad
Vocal and Bell Choirs 

Krier still bringing his best after all these years
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

In the movie "City Slickers," Curly (Jack 
Palance) tells Mitch (Billy Crystal) to find "the 
one thing." He was referencing finding the 
thing you do best and do it to the best of your 
capability and success will follow.

Palance won an Oscar for his performance. 
Brian Krier, who Curly might as well have been 
talking about, has been winning the hearts — 
and stomachs — of many fans for nearly three 
decades as the epitome of that statement.

Brian and his wife, DeeAnna, are the own-
ers of Baker's Ribs in Weatherford.

Raised mostly in Kansas, Brian would come 
to Dallas for the summers. Since he was 14 
Brian was working for his uncle Joe Duncan as 
an apprentice.

"I became a pitmaster because of my uncle 
Joe. He taught me very well. He was tough on 
me. He taught me a work ethic like no other," 
Brian said.

"Brian's work and dedication is like an 
Olympic champion, a special gift," DeeAnna 
said, which prompted a quick response from 
the ever-humble Brian, "I don't know about 
that. I just love to cook. I love to see the smiles 
of people's faces when they are eating and 
enjoying their experience at Baker's Ribs."

After he graduated high school and college 
in Kansas, Brian moved to Dallas to learn more 
about the barbecue business so he could some 
day own a restaurant of his own, like his uncle 
and the original Baker's Ribs in Dallas. His 
plans were to move back to Lawrence, Kansas 
and open his restaurant there, but then he 
met DeeAnna Mercer, married her, and the 
Metroplex became his home.

Coming to Weatherford
Brian and DeeAnna lived in Dallas the first 

five years of their marriage before heading 
west.

"We were ready to move to a smaller com-
munity with less traffic and start a family," 
Brian said. "Uncle Joe found this location in 
Weatherford. It was a Colter's Barbecue that 
had closed, so it was perfect for us."

Joe was their partner for the first three 
years after the Weatherford restaurant opened 
in 2000, then Brian and DeeAnna set out on 
their own and incorporated Oink Oink inc., 

dba Baker's Ribs. In 2008 they added the 
Original Fried Pie Shop to sell the ever-popular 
fried pies that put them in a very good position 
for being a favorite tourist attraction.  

"People love the fried pies because they 
evoke emotions from their childhood," Brian 
said. "The aroma reminds them of mom or 
grandma making those fried pies at home. The 
pies can be topped off with free soft serve ice 
cream. You can't beat that!"

Recent changes
After 27-plus years of smoking brisket 

just with hickory wood, at the suggestion of 
DeeAnna, Brian is serving up craft barbecue 
styles.

"You know, to keep up with the times," 
Brian said with a smile. "Barbecue enthusiasts 
like a lot of the new craft styles and travel all 
over to taste and rank them."

Brian came up with his own special sea-
soning mix that makes the Prime Creekstone 
Certified Black Angus Beef Brisket rich in 
flavor. DeeAnna calls it Brian's Kick'n Brisket 
because of the depth of flavor.  

"No barbecue sauce necessary, but our sauce 
is excellent," she said. 

The ribs and pulled pork shoulder and 
chicken breast have always been seasoned with 
the Baker's Ribs rub that founder uncle Joe cre-
ated. The only meat that has been changed is 
the brisket, and the feedback — no pun intend-
ed — has been great, DeeAnna said.

"The public loves it! We are getting rave 
reviews on it. Customers come up and say, 
'Wow, that was a great barbecue sandwich," 
she said.  

But don't ask what's in the special season-
ing, just enjoy it, Brian said.

"Now, you know all seasonings are a secret. 
But, obviously salt, pepper, garlic just to name 
of few," he said.

Faith and family
The Kriers credit the success of Oink Oink 

Inc. and Baker's Weatherford largely to their 
deep religious faith, community involvement 
(DeeAnna's speciality), and a loyal staff, which 
includes a management team that has been 
with them for almost two decades.

ALAN MERCER

Brian Krier became a pitmaster nearly three decades ago and he and wife DeeAnna are still 
serving up delicious barbecue and more at Baker's Ribs.Turn to KRIER, page A5

https://www.community-news.com/stories/krier-still-bringing-his-best-after-all-these-years,15046
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Making new memories while 
celebrating precious pasts. 
That’s the Mirabella Way.
Mirabella Assisted Living & Memory Care has become synonymous 
with exceptional residential alternatives for seniors. Not only does 
Mirabella meet the needs of their residents, they exceed them with 
chef-prepared meals, adaptive care plans and active lifestyle activities.

Our caring team members get to know our residents and their loved 
ones on a personal level, so not only will your needs be met, you’ll feel 
like family.

(817) 763-0088
4242 Bryant Irvin Rd., Benbrook, TX 76109

MirabellaLife.com

AL 148732  MC 104318

We're here for you 
every step of the way. 

Call us now to schedule a tour!

Life insurance 
can be life-
changing

Life won’t always go as 
planned. That’s why there’s 
life insurance. It can help you 
protect your family’s future, 
no matter what happens.  
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed 
in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company 
(Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL

2001574

Bobby J J Rigues, Agent
411 FM 1187 N
Aledo, TX  76008
Bus: 817-441-9966
www.bobbyrigues.com

I-20 ANIMAL HOSPITAL
817-341-3331817-341-3331

3713 Fort Worth Hwy  Between Exits 415 and 414 
Hudson Oaks, TX  76087

www.I-20animalhospital.com

OPEN 24 HOURSOPEN 24 HOURS
DAILYDAILY

GENERAL PET WELLNESS 
HEALTH CARE
• INTERNAL MEDICINE
• SURGERY 

General and Advanced
• RADIOLOGY 

Digital including dental
• LASER THERAPY
• Computed Tomography 
              (CT scan)-NEW!                         

• EMERGENCY & CRITICAL 
CARE

• COMPLETE IN-HOUSE 
LABORATORY

• DENTAL CARE 
General and Advanced

• ULTRASONOGRAPHY
• ONCOLOGY
• ENDOSCOPY 

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

MyserOrtho.com  •  817-441-8700  •  Aledo & Willow Park

from peewee to the NFL, ever to 
score more than 1,000 points in 
a season.

It was also the eighth cham-
pionship as a head coach for 
Buchanan, who dubbed himself 
“Eight-Time Timmy” at the press 
conference following the recent 
title game. He is only the fifth 
coach in Texas history with that 
many championships, tying G.A. 
Moore and trailing only Gordon 
Wood, Jerry Burkhart and Scott 
Surratt with nine each.

In fact, Surratt won his ninth 
last week as Carthage captured 
the 4A Division II championship 
with a 42-0 win over Wimberley, 
prompting someone in the press 
box to suggest Aledo and Carthage 
play in the near future. 

While it has become a cliche’ 
statement, there is a solid truth 
in “taking it one game at a time.” 
That’s what the Bearcats did, not 
letting the results of the first two 
games weigh them down in open-
ing district with a 49-20 victory 
at Justin Northwest, which also 
reached the playoffs. From there, 
the victories just kept piling up, 
along with the confidence and 
determination.

Another cliche’ is “never 
underestimate the heart of a 
champion.” However, nothing else 
seems suitable when describing 
this season’s Bearcats.

“Coach Buc says take care of 
the little things and winning will 
take care of itself,” said senior 
defensive lineman Ansel Din-
Mbuh, who is headed to play at 
Washington State University.

That championship 
heartbeat grew stronger and 
louder with each step closer 
to proving naysayers wrong, 
to show that all other pro-
grams should still look up 
to Aledo as the epitome of 
success, It  was referenced 
by players after they were 
an underdog at Burleson 
Centennial but left with a 64-21 

victory, then again when they 
were underdogs but won 35-21 at 
Denton Ryan.

In those two games quarter-
back Hauss Hejny showed that 
he is a championship leader, 
accounting for almost 750 yards 
of offense and nine touchdowns. 
He would go on to be named 
offensive MVP of the state cham-
pionship game, while his top 
receiver, senior Jalen Pope, set 
a 5A championship game record 
with eight catches for 228 yards 
and three touchdowns (which tied 
another mark).

Junior defensive back Jake 
Gillespie was the state title game 
defensive MVP.

Even in the state semifinals 
the Bearcats found themselves 
underdogs before knocking off 
previously perfect and No. 1 
ranked Longview (14-1), overcom-
ing an 11-point halftime deficit for 
a 17-14 win. The game featured a 
two-hour delay for lightning as 
play was stopped with only 56 
seconds left in regulation.

Offensive lineman Isaac Sohn, 
who missed the final few games of 
the season with an injury, said he 
knew his team was on a mission 
that wasn’t going to end until they 
held another trophy high.

“It’s amazing. It’s next man 
up,” said the University of Texas-
San Antonio commit. “We all had 
the same desire.”

Buchanan said each champi-
onship is special, but this one 
— which was not expected, 
given how the season began — is 
extremely so.

“The kids never quit, the 
coaches never quit,” he said, add-
ing that such determination will 
make them “very successful in 

life.”
Yep, we should have 

known how this would 
end.

Read more about 
the state champion-
ship on page B1. The 
Community News will 
publish its 11th State 
Championship Section 

in mid-January.

STATE
from page A1

Read this 
story online

"DeeAnna is the face of Baker's 
Ribs and I'm the behind the scenes 
guy, which are both neccessary," 
Brian said. 

In 2008 the Kriers were moved 
to give Bibles away in the foyer of the 
restaurant. To date they have given 
away more than 15,000. No purchase 
necessary.

"DeeAnna and I pray over those 
Bibles to touch people's lives and 
bless them," Brian said.

Their family has grown to include 
daughter Heather, 33, from Brian's 
first marriage, a Navy veteran of 
more than eight years; and daughter 
Hannah, 20, who they adopted at birth 
from A Place for Grace Children's 
Home. Though not officially adopt-
ed, Brian and DeeAnna consider 

Hannah's three birth brothers family: 
Hayden (24), Christopher (23), and 
Ethan (21), all of whom have worked 
at the restaurant.  

"All my staff are my family and I 
am one very blessed man," Brian said.

Brian and DeeAnna opened 
their second Baker's Ribs in Mineral 
Wells. It lasted five years before it 
was destroyed by a fire. They sold the 
building and opted to focus 
all their attention on the 
Weatherford location, albeit 
with a few new employees.

"The managers from 
Mineral Wells came to 
Weatherford and are still 
here today," Brian said.

And that's not all
With their 23rd anniversary 

just around the corner in March, 
they decided to add a full bar with 

cocktails, frozen margaritas, and five 
tap beers. They also added bar tables 
and a few additional country deco-
rations. They call it Baker's Comfy 
Corner Bar.

"I must say the patrons are telling 
us our draft beer is the coldest in 
Parker County," DeeAnna said excit-
edly. "It holds 25 people and is a 

great place for private gath-
erings. We are getting lots of 
compliments."

As for the future of 
Baker's Ribs Weatherford, 
Brian said simply, "I'm going 
to keep smoking meats until 
the good Lord tells me oth-

erwise. Everything I do is through 
the prompting of the Lord. I am so 
grateful for this opportunity to serve 
my community.”

KRIER
from page A4

Read this 
story online

Q Cells is also considering loca-
tions in South Carolina and Georgia, 
where its flagship U.S. manufactur-
ing facility sits in Dalton. 

A second site in DFW was also 
being considered. However, the 
board was informed that deal fell 
apart prior to the meeting on Friday 
when Dallas ISD revoked their pro-
posal due to disagreements on future 
tax receipts with neighboring school 
districts.

The proposal set forth by AISD 
will limit the tax value for 
maintenance and operations 
(M&O) purposes to $80 mil-
lion annually. Meanwhile, 
the portion of the project 
designated for interest and 
sinking (I&S) purposes will 
remain fully taxable if the 
proposal is accepted by Q 
Cells.

Should the company accept the 
offer to build the new facility on 
Walsh Ranch, the district will not 
experience any loss in tax revenue 
as state revenue will make up the 
difference. 

“Right now the vast majority of 
the burden for all of the infrastruc-
ture that we need as a community 
— which includes school infrastruc-
ture, but also roadways, and water, 
and waste water — is on the local, 
individual homeowner,” Bohn 
detailed. “When we diversify our tax 
base then there’s an opportunity to 
spread that burden.”

With the approval of the propos-
al by the board on Friday, the offer 
will be sent to Q Cells as the district 
awaits the company’s decision.

“We see this from the value stand-
point, but we also see it from the 
opportunity standpoint,” Bohn said. 

“We want there to be jobs 
here. We like our students. 
We’d like our students to 
graduate and have the 
opportunity to work here at 
home in east Parker County. 
So, we see this as hopefully 
a step forward in that, if this 
all does work out.”

Who is Hanwha Q Cells?
Hanwha Q Cells (https://www.

hanwha.com/en.html) was found-
ed in 1999 in Thalheim, Germany, 
known then simply as Q Cells. Early 

in its inception the company sought 
to revolutionize solar panel technol-
ogy to make panels more efficient 
and cost-effective.

Still hemorrhaging losses suffered 
during The Great Recession of 2008, 
Q Cells filed for bankruptcy in 2011. 
Just a few months removed from 
bankruptcy, the Hanwha Group — a 
South Korean business conglomer-
ate — purchased Q Cells in August 
2012. The original headquarters in 
Thalheim is still home to the compa-
ny’s engineering offices.

Since 2012 Q Cells has expanded 
its global reach with manufacturing 
facilities in Qidong, China; Cyberjaya 
in Malaysia; two facilities in South 
Korea located at Eumseong and 
Jincheon; and the lone facility in 
America residing in Dalton, Georgia.

Q Cells has become the world’s 
largest manufacturer of photovoltaic 
solar panels. The company increased 
total sales to $60.6 billion in 2021 
up from $55.8 billion in 2020. The 
company expects sales to top $66.3 
billion in 2022 according to the 
company website. 

According to the company web-
site, Q Cells solar panels have an 
average lifespan of 25 years in real 
world conditions.

PROJECT
from page A1

Read this 
story online



A6

D e c e m b e r  2 3 ,  2 0 2 2
THE COMMUNITY NEWS 

w w w. c o m m u n i t y - n e w s . c o mEvents
More events can be found at www.community-news.com/calendar

DECEMBER 29

Blood Drive
The American Red Cross 
will hold a blood drive 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Thursday, Dec. 29, at VFW 
Post 4746 R.D. Nelson 
Memorial Post, 224 Zion 
Hill Road in Weatherford.
To schedule an 
appointment, visit 
RedCrossBlood.org and 
enter: VFW.
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TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

ACROSS

DOWN

  1  Garden City is seat
      of Glass____ County
  5  archaic “soon”
  6  softest mineral 
      found in Texas
 7  TXism: “got _  ___ in
     the oven” (pregnant)
  8  British mother
  9  org. for academic
      psychology
12  TXism: “skinny as
      _  ____”
17  “trees” in Spanish
19  military NCO
21  Stamford’s “Texas
      Cowboy _______”
22  TXism: “tight enough
      to pick a ____  __”
      (good fence)
23  Texas tennis teams
      can raise funds with
      a “_____-_-thon”
28  ooze
29  catch one’s breath
30  Queen Elizabeth II
      had _  _____ of 70
      years
31  audience reaction
      at a comedy club
35  TXism: “got _  ____
      under his saddle”
      (irritable)  
36  “The Big Tree” at
      Goose Island is the
      ______  __  ___
      state (live oak)
42  TXism: “numerous
      as ants on _  ____
      ____”
44  rub out
46  TXism: “about __ 
      _____  __ Red River
      mud” (confusing)

  1  Ruff Rider Regatta,
      e.g. (2 wds.)
  2  TXism: “loud as
      boot heels __  _ 
      ____ fl oor”
  3  seat of Colorado
      County
  4  Corpus Christi FM
  9  falsehood (2 wds.)
10  TX Patrick Swayze
      was this periodical’s
      1991 “Sexiest Man
      Alive” (2 wds.)
11  fed. ID no.
12  Texas “fi re ___”

48  TX-born Ann Doran 
      1955 fi lm: “Rebel
      Without _  _____”
49  dir. from Buna to Orange
50  prefi x meaning “large”
51  TXism: “down to ____
      and bones” (thin)
52  TXism: “shin___” (party)
53  TX “Cactus Jack” said
      the vice-presidency
      “____ worth a bucket
      of warm spit”

54  TX Garrison
      who won 
      1988 Olympic 
      medals in tennis
56  TXism: “__  _ New
      York second” (quick)
57  where many Texans
      fought, for short
58  lamb’s mom

13  drilling rig workers
14  Santa ____, Texas
15  a lake in South
      Texas never ____
      over in the winter 
16  many Texas towns
      are encircled by one
18  TXism: “more than
      ___ way to skin a
      cat” (alternative)
20  Texas “Monkee,”
      Nesmith (init.)
23  “Alamo City” init.
24  Astro Verlander stat.
25  country singer
      McEntire
26  “widow” in Spanish
27  fancy word for “exit”
32  TXism: “old __ sin”

33  Longhorn univ. in
      Austin
34  U.S. Army soldier
36  “O” of IOU  
37  good farming soil
38  a Houston doctor
      who had a national
      television spot:
      “__  ___  Duke”

39  TX Sam Bass was
      a _____ robber
40  what a ghost might
      do in the house
      where he died?  
41  suffi x denoted the
      female gender
43  state I.D.
45  boot width
47  on highway 496,
      ten miles northwest
      of Fort Worth
48  largest continent
55  TXism: “he’s on a 
      fi rst ____ basis with
      the bottom of the 
      deck” (card cheat)
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Pastor, Clark Bosher

Matt Morris
817-529-5325 

matt@gusbates.com

Proud to 
Support the Aledo 

Bearcats

Securities offered through Kestra Investment Services, LLC (Kestra IS), member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through Kestra 
Advisory Services, LLC (Kestra AS), an affi liate of Kestra IS. Kestra IS and Kestra AS are not affi liated with Gus Bates Insurance & Investments. 

817-732-4419
www.sarahmorrisdds.comEMPLOYEE BENEFITS, PROPERTY & CASUALTY, 

RETIREMENT PLAN SERVICES
FAMILY DENTISTRY WHERE HONESTY & INTEGRITY MATTER!

State of the Art Sterilization Room
Invisalign and Zoom! Whitening

Massage Chairs and HDTV
Water Purification System

2551 River Park Dr. Suite 201 · Fort Worth, TX 76116
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Your News, the links
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Give Something that Means Something®

1-800-RED CROSS | RedCrossBlood.org | Download the Blood Donor App

Shake Up Your
Holiday Tradition

Give BloodGive Blood
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Blood Drive  
Church at the Crossing  

 

Gym 
128 Elm Street 

Aledo, TX 76008 
 

Thursday, December 22, 2022 
12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

 
Please visit RedCrossBlood.org 

and enter: churchatthecrossing to schedule an appointment.  
 

Shake up your traditions! Come give Dec 16-Jan 2 for a 
NEW long-sleeved Red Cross T-shirt, ltd qty!   

Scan to schedule 
an appointment. 

EVENT 
SUBMISSIONS
Send event submis-

sions to events@ 

community-news.com. 

Please include time, 

date, and place of the 

event, a short descrip-

tion, and phone/email 

for obtaining further 

information, along with 

photos, graphics, or 

flyers.
community-news.com

© 2022 The American National Red Cross | 347401-01 CW

Give Something that Means Something®

1-800-RED CROSS | RedCrossBlood.org | Download the Blood Donor App

Shake Up Your
Holiday Tradition

Give BloodGive Blood
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Blood Drive  
VFW Post 4746 

R.D. Nelson Memorial Post  
 

Donor Coach 
224 Zion Hill Rd 

Weatherford, TX 76088 
 

Thursday, December 29, 2022 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 
Please visit RedCrossBlood.org 

and enter: VFW to schedule an appointment.  
 

Shake up your traditions! Come give Dec 16-Jan 2 for a 
NEW long-sleeved Red Cross T-shirt, ltd qty!   

Scan to schedule 
an appointment. 

RANCH HOUSE PROFESSIONAL BUILDING

126 RANCH HOUSE ROAD

MARCUS GLEATON, OD
Suite 1000 · (817) 441-0010

ALEDO FAMILY EYE CARE
Suite 1000 · (817) 441-0010

A MEMBER OF

visionsource-aledofamilyeyecare.com

Mark A. McAdams, DDS

Suite 800 • (817) 441-8003

CATLIN, LILLARD & CO. PC
Tax, Assurance,
Consulting,
Business Advisors

Suite 1200 • (817) 441-2600 • clc-cpa.com
S. Brian Catlin, CPA  Ralph Lillard, CPA

Trusted since 1977

23
96

58

Dale Mares, AAMS
817-441-5061
126 S. Ranch house Rd., #600
Aledo 

Insurance and discounts subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co., Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance 
Co. Life insurance offered through Allstate Life Ins. Co. & Allstate Assurance Co. Northbrook, IL; and American Heritage Life Insurance Co., 
Jacksonville, FL. Securities offered by Personal Financial Representatives through Allstate Financial Services, LLC (LSA Securities in LA and PA).  
Registered Broker-Dealer. Member FINRA, SIPC. Main Office: 2920 South 84th Street, Lincoln, NE 68506. (877) 525-5727. © 2018 Allstate Insurance Co.

PROTECT YOUR WORLD
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Web:
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SUBSCRIBE
Mail subscriptions are $29 per year in 
Parker and Tarrant Counties; $37 per 
year elsewhere. Subscribe at  
www.community-news.com/sub-
scribe. Receive our e-version, print 
version, or both all for the same price.

SUBMIT STORIES,  
PHOTOS OR IDEAS

We’re always on the lookout for story 
ideas. To share one, call Randy Keck 
at 817-441-7661, ext. 207 or email 
news@community-news.com. Please 
provide the basic story information 
as well as contact information in 
case we have questions.

We welcome letters, articles and 
guest opinions from our readers. 
Opinions expressed in this newspa-
per will be labeled as opinions, edito-
rials or letters, and do not necessar-
ily reflect the opinions of the owner-
ship. Letters should be signed, and 
limited to approximately 300 words. 
All submissions to the newspaper 

should include a telephone number 
in case we have questions. Letters 
are due by Monday at noon for that 
week’s paper. Community announce-
ments, achievements and obituaries 
are due by noon Friday for the follow-
ing week’s paper. Send submissions 
to news@community-news.com.

Photos submitted should include 
names of the people in the pho-
tograph. For ease in submitting 
photographs electronically, visit our 
contact form at community-news.
com/contacts.

The Community News does not charge 
for timely wedding, engagement and 
birth announcements provided they 
are of reasonable length. Lengthy 
announcements will either be edited to 
a reasonable length or, at the discretion 
of the person submitting the announce-
ment, be charged a fee. The deadline 
for submitting announcements is noon 
Friday for the following week’s paper.

News
Rick Mauch
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A long-awaited state report 
concludes most pregnancy-relat-
ed deaths in Texas in 2019 were 
preventable and disproportionately 
affected Black women. 

The report, issued by the Texas 
Department of State Health Services 
and the Texas Maternal Mortality 
and Morbidity Committee, indicat-
ed deaths were mainly attributable 
to hemorrhage, mental health con-
ditions, and blood clots. Also playing 
a role were discrimination and vio-
lence, according to a Dallas Morning 
News analysis of the report.

DSHS issued the report after 
months of delay, which drew criti-
cism from members of the committee 
and maternal health advocates, as 
well as Democratic lawmakers.

Fourteen women died during 
pregnancy over the study period, 
while another 45 died up to a year 
after giving birth. The Legislature 
in the coming session is again likely 
to consider extending post-partum 
Medicaid assistance from six months 
to one year, the News reported.

The “consistence of maternal 
health disparities” was noted by the 
committee as a key theme that runs 
through the report. Black women 
are twice as likely to experience seri-
ous health issues during childbirth.

“The report makes clear that 
state leaders must do more to 
prevent maternal deaths and sup-
port healthy pregnancies among 
Texas women of all backgrounds, 
regardless but particularly 
among Black women,” said Diana 
Forester, Director of Health Policy 
for the advocacy group Texans 
Care for Children.

Tornadoes cause  
millions in timber damage

A series of tornadoes through-
out northeast Texas in November 
damaged timber on 13,000 acres, 
causing an estimated $10 million in 
damages, according to a survey by 
the Texas A&M Forest Service.

Storms that swept across that 
area on Nov. 4 resulted in seven 
tornadoes, five of which affected tim-
berland in Bowie, Cass, Henderson, 
Morris, and Red River counties, 
according to the forest service. A 
storm in Morris County resulted in 
one death.

Damaged trees were uprooted, 
snapped off below the crown, or left 
leaning significantly. Most of the 
damage to timber was on private 
property, according to the report.

 “We’ve developed protocols for 
rapidly assessing timber damage 
following major disasters that have 
become a model for similar efforts 
across the South,” said Dr. Aaron 
Stottlemyer of the forest service. 
“Our agency performance this work 
as a service to the people of Texas.”

Drought having consider-
able economic impact

The state’s ongoing drought 
has cost the Texas economy nearly 
$7.62 billion in direct agricultural 

losses, according to the Texas Water 
Development Board. With very little 
rainfall during the planting season, 
this year’s drought could have a 
similar effect next year on West 
Texas farmers and ranchers, who 
sustained serious losses in 2022. 
That’s according to a recent report 
from the state comptroller’s office.

Currently about 15% of the state 
is experiencing extreme or excep-
tional drought conditions, while 
nearly 90% of the state still is abnor-
mally dry, the report said. 

“The state continues to work on 
improved management of its water 
resources as it continues to expe-
rience rapid growth in the urban 
areas, which potentially can com-
pete with agricultural interests for a 
finite resource,” the report said.

“Whether in times of drought 
or flood, responsible water man-
agement ensures Texans see water 
as a resource — not a crisis. Texans 
around the state are employing 
innovative strategies to turn our 
water challenges into opportuni-
ties,” said  Texas Comptroller Glenn 
Hegar. 

A welcome piece of news is that 
November was wetter than usual 
across much of the state.

Storage of the state’s water sup-
ply reservoirs is at 70% of capacity, 
11 percentage points below normal 
for this time of year. Despite the 
bit of relief Texas experienced in 
November, drought conditions are 
expected to expand over the next 
few months, according to Dr. Mark 
Wentzel, hydrologist with the Texas 
Water Development Board.

Wentzel wrote that La Niña 
conditions, which are largely 
responsible for the current drought, 

are expected to dissipate by spring, 
which may bring much-needed 
relief to drought-affected areas.

‘Seizing the moment’ in 
higher ed

Texas Commissioner of Higher 
Education Harrison Keller has 
called on leaders in higher edu-
cation, industry, philanthropy, and 
government to “seize the moment” 
to meet three challenges facing 
Texas higher education today. Those 
areas are educational attainment, 
workforce education, and research 
and development.

Speaking to nearly 300 attending 
this year’s Texas Higher Education 
Leadership Conference, Harrison 
said the foundation is in place 
because of added funding after the 
pandemic radically changed how 
higher education met the needs of 
its students.

“The heart of the matter is 
that expectations for higher edu-
cation have changed, faster than 
anyone expected,” said 
Commissioner Keller. “Now, 
there is a significant discon-
nect between the scale of 
our needs in each of these 
areas versus what our high-
er education institutions 
and policies were designed 
to do.”

West Texas quake 
prompts RRC response

Another 5.4 magnitude earth-
quake, this time about a dozen 
miles north of Midland, prompted 
the Texas Railroad Commission to 
send inspectors to the area on Friday 
evening to “protect public safety and 
the environment.” RRC inspectors 

are examining disposal activity at 
injection wells near the site of the 
earthquake.

This comes after a similar-sized 
temblor was reported in Reeves 
County, near Pecos. That quake 
spurred the commission to imple-
ment several revisions designed to 
reduce the occurrence of such events, 
generally believed to be caused by 
water injected into disposal wells 
during oil and gas operations.

The goal, according to the RRC, 
is to “address the intensity and fre-
quency of earthquakes in the area.”

The West Texas area that will 
come under the restrictions has 
been expanded northward to the 
New Mexico border. There are 78 
active disposal wells in that area, 
according to the RRC. 

New COVID-19 cases rise 
slightly

The number of new COVID-
19 cases reported in Texas 
during the past week inched 
up to 29,557, with 84 deaths 
reported by the Coronavirus 
Resource Center at Johns 
Hopkins University. The 
Texas Department of State 
Health Services reported 
2,181 lab-confirmed hospi-

talizations across the state as of 
Sunday, also a slight increase.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-win-
ning Texas journalist. He published 
a number of community newspapers 
in Texas during a 30-year span, 
including in Longview, Fort Stockton, 
Nacogdoches and Cedar Park. 
Email: gborders@texaspress.com.

Capital Highlights

Most Texas pregnancy deaths preventable

Gary Borders
gborders@texaspress.com

Your Views
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Congressional action 
needed on cancer issues

Like most of us this time of year, Congress has a 
lengthy must-do list and at the top of that list should 
be passing policies to save more lives from cancer and 
improve patient care for those who are diagnosed with 
the disease.

As an advocate on cancer issues, I want Congress to 
pass critical legislation increasing federal funding for 
cancer research and prevention, creating a pathway for 
Medicare coverage of multi-cancer early detection tests 
once they’re FDA approved and clinical benefit is shown, 
and improving patient quality of life across all stages of 
the disease by expanding access to palliative care.

This must-do list is not a wish list. These policies are 
all essential, proven ways Congress can positively impact 
the lives of millions of American cancer patients, survi-
vors, and their families this year and for years to come.

There are few lists more important than this one and 
the end of the year the best time to get things done. I urge 
Rep. Kay Granger to work with her colleagues to ensure 
these important cancer policies get passed in any final 
year-end legislation.
 - Cindie Pierce Volunteer, American Cancer 

Society Cancer Action Network (ACS CAN)  
Aledo

Read this 
story online

https://www.community-news.com/stories/most-texas-pregnancy-deaths-preventable,14932
https://www.community-news.com/stories/this-weeks-cartoon,14933
https://www.community-news.com/stories/congressional-action-needed-on-cancer-issues,14936
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Helping you find answers toward long-term health and wellness
Aledo is home to a unique facility that is 

dedicated not only to helping people who are 
ill to get better, but to keep patients well and 
healthy going forward.

Nestled in the historic district, The 
Chiropractic Place for Mommy and Me has a 
variety of services dedicated to the well being 
of their patients.

Dr. Michelle Parker has been in practice 
for 12 years, and has built a remarkable team 
of healers who deal holistically with their 
patients, providing the only pediatric certified 
chiropractic clinic in Parker County, family 
chiropractic care, pre-natal massage, cranio-
sacral therapy, myofascial release, modern 
day sensory gym, shockwave for scar tissue, 
breastfeeding support, functional nutrition 
guidance, and Kinesio Taping®.

If you have been frustrated with chronic 
illness, Dr. Parker has been through the same 
struggle.

“I had a history of multiple autoimmune 
conditions plus Chronic Lyme and my oldest 
son had suspected Tourette’s and PANDAS at 
one point in time,” Dr. Parker said. “I was on a 
mission to try to figure out everything I could 
for our brain and body.”

In the process of finding answers for her 
son, she found answers for herself as well.

“I found answers for the root cause of why 
my body was more prone to autoimmunity, 
ways to help my body heal, and now living a 
vibrant life,” Dr. Parker said. “Everything about 
our facility is trying to educate and empow-
er families about living and raising healthy 
families.”

There are three female doctors and one 
massage therapist at the facility. “All of us 
are very trained with pregnant women and 
children, but we do see a lot of dads and grand-
parents,” Parker said “and each of our doctors 
is very much skilled in something a little bit 
different.”

Dr. Parker, in addition to being a Doctor 
of Chiropractic, has three additional certi-
fications. She is a Diplomate in Pediatrics, 
an International Board Certified Lactation 
Consultant, and has a Fellowship in Childhood 
Neurodevelopmental Disorders.

Dr. Leslie Hasbini is trained in something 
called Injury Recall where she is able to deter-
mine if an area of pain in the body is from an 
old injury or potentially something emotional. 
She is a firm or gentle adjuster.

Kayla Ahlfinger is knowledgeable in high 
quality nutrition, muscle rehab for sports inju-
ries, and Detoxing the body. 

Massage therapist Rachel Gabsi has been 
certified in prenatal and postpartum for 
18-plus years.

“Collectively 15 women work under this 
one roof together. And all of us are on a mis-
sion to live healthier lives and walk a path of 
peace,” Parker said. “And so doing it together 
has proven to be much more successful and is 
more fulfilling.”

Parker said all 15 learn from each other, 
and also learn their patients who may find 
information and share it with them.

“Which then allows us to take that infor-
mation for another patient that may change 
their life.” Parker said. “I want to just let peo-
ple know that we are here and the place to 
come for hope when a lot of people can’t find 
answers. There is nothing worse than being on 
this path of trying to make your body or your 
child’s body healthier and feeling like nobody 
understands what you are going through.”

The Chiropractic Place for Mommy and 
Me is located in the blue building tucked off-
street at 203 E. Oak Street directly behind The 
Flower Shop in Aledo. For more information, 
call 817-441-1921, email DrMichelleParker@
gmail.com, or visit the website at www.thechi-
roplaceformommyandme.com

I-20 ANIMAL HOSPITAL
817-341-3331817-341-3331

3713 Fort Worth Hwy  Between Exits 415 and 414 
Hudson Oaks, TX  76087

www.I-20animalhospital.com

OPEN 24 HOURSOPEN 24 HOURS
DAILYDAILY

GENERAL PET WELLNESS 
HEALTH CARE
• INTERNAL MEDICINE
• SURGERY 

General and Advanced
• RADIOLOGY 

Digital including dental
• LASER THERAPY
• Computed Tomography 
              (CT scan)-NEW!                         

• EMERGENCY & CRITICAL 
CARE

• COMPLETE IN-HOUSE 
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• DENTAL CARE 
General and Advanced

• ULTRASONOGRAPHY
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• ENDOSCOPY 
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FOOTBALL

Buchanan notches eighth, 
Bearcats win 11th state title

Pope sets one record, 
ties another
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

On a day when their top wide 
receiver was setting one state cham-
pionship game record and tying 
another, the Aledo Bearcats extended 
a record they already owned with their 
11th state football championship.

This time it was College Station 
who was the victim as Aledo con-
trolled the game from start to finish 
en route to a 52-14 victory in the 
Class 5A Division I final Saturday at 
AT&T Stadium in Arlington.

Jalen Pope caught eight passes for 
228 yards and three touchdowns. He 
set a 5A record for most yardage in a 
game and tied the mark for most TD 
receptions with scores of 7, 51, and 
76 yards.

The previous yardage record of 
220 was shared by Jalen Preston of 
Manvel and Cade Saustad of Dallas 
Highland Park in a game against 
each other in 2017. Pope joins six 
other players with a trio of TD catch-
es in the title game.

“Jalen is another one of those kids 
who’s been a program guy,” Aledo 
head coach Tim Buchanan said. “He’s 
continued to grow — literally — big-
ger, stronger, faster every year.”

College Station coach Stoney 
Pryor, who is in his first season as 
Cougars head coach, said of his 
team’s inability to cover Pope, “He’s 
really good, there’s one difficulty. 
Their staff did a really good job of 

scheming against us. Aledo has a lot 
of weapons that make them the dan-
ger they are.”

Eight-time Timmy
Buchanan joined elite company 

as only the fifth high school coach in 
Texas with eight or more state cham-
pionships as Saturday was his eighth 
leading the Bearcats. Steve Wood 
won titles in 2014, 2016, and 2018 
when Buchanan stepped away to be 
solely the athletic director.

Buchanan is tied with G.A. Moore 
for fourth. They are one behind 
Gordon Wood, Jerry Burkhart, and 
Scott Surratt, who won his ninth 
Friday by leading Carthage to the 4A 
Division II crown with a 42-0 win 
over Wimberley.

At the post-game press confer-
ence Buchanan made a reference to 
a conversation he had with Dallas 
South Oak Cliff head Coach Clifton 
Todd. Todd jokingly said to call him 
“Two-time Todd” after the Bears 
repeated as 5A Division II state 
champions with a 34-24 win over 
Port Neches Groves Friday. 

Like Buchanan, Todd’s Bears 
overcame a slow start (0-3) to go 
undefeated the rest of the season for 
the title.

As a closing line to his press con-
ference, Buchanan said with a smile 
to call him “Eight-time Timmy!”

Domination from the start
Five minutes into the game the 

only thing College Station fans had 

to look forward to was the band at 
halftime. As Professor Harold Hill 
might say, it was domination with a 
capital D and that rhymes with T and 
that stands for another title.

This game was about as close as 
Padre Island and Bismarck, North 
Dakota, as Aledo was never really 

threatened. In fact, the Bearcats’ first 
drive began at the Cougars’ 49 after 
Gavin Olenjack’s opening kickoff 
return of 31 yards and ended with a 
30-yard touchdown run by quarter-
back Hauss Hejny.

A forced fumble by Jake Gillespie 
was recovered by Davhon Keys to 

set up Keys’ own short touchdown 
run. Then, Gillespie returned a punt 
51 yards to put Aledo in business 
at the College Station 15, followed 
shortly after by a 21-0 lead when 
Keys scored again heading into the 
second quarter.

Turn to BEARCATS, page B2

SCOTT W. COLEMAN

The College Station defense spent the day playing catch-up to Aledo senior wide receiver Jalen Pope (11), who scored 
three touchdowns, matching the state championship game record, and setting a new record for most yardage.

Buchanan to be honored
Named to Texas High 
School Coaches  
Association Hall of 
Honor
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

Shortly before leading his team 
to an 11th state championship, 
Aledo Bearcats football coach Tim 
Buchanan received news that he will 
be inducted into the Texas High 
School Coaches Association Hall of 
Honor next summer.

Buchanan is one of five coaches 
who will be honored at the THSCA 
Hall of Honor Banquet sponsored by 
Balfour at 7 p.m. on Saturday, July 
15, at the Marriott Marquis Hotel 
in Houston. The banquet is held in 
conjunction with the annual THSCA 
Coaching School and Convention, 
which will take place July 16-18 in 
Houston. 

Tickets will be available March 1.
Buchanan has coached the 

Bearcats to eight of the program’s 
state-record 11 championships, the 
most recent coming Saturday when 
they defeated College Station 52-14 
for the Class 5A Division I title at 
AT&T Stadium in Arlington. After 
the game, Buchanan jokingly asked 
to be referred to as “Eight Time 
Timmy!”

“I am extremely honored to be 
a member of the THSCA Hall of 

Honor Class of 2023. It is the ulti-
mate honor for a high school coach 
in Texas,” Buchanan said. “However, 
I know that the great coaches and 
players that I have been surrounded 
by during my career are the reason 
for my success and induction.”

Aledo Athletic Director Steve 
Wood, a winner of three state cham-
pionships coaching the Bearcats 
(2014, 2016, 2018) said the honor 
for Buchanan is long overdue.

“If anyone ever deserved to be in 
there, it’s him,” Wood said. “There 
has never been a more deserving 
coach. I’m probably partial, but I’m 
very proud of him. How could you 
not be?”

Buchanan attended Abilene 
Christian University on a football 
scholarship for one semester before 
transferring to Southwest Texas 
State University where he received 
his Bachelor of Science degree in 
Education. He received his Master’s 
from Texas A&M in College Station.

Of his 39 years of experience in 
education, the last 29 have been at 
Aledo ISD, where all of his head 
coaching has been. He began his 
coaching career as an assistant in 
Florence in 1983. He also coached 
as an assistant at Bastrop, The 
Colony, Killeen Ellison and A&M 
Consolidated. 

During his tenure at A&M 
Consolidated, he was the defensive 

MERCEDES MAYER/ALEDO ISD

Aledo High School head football coach Tim Buchanan celebrates with his players after the Area Championship 
against Lubbock Cooper this season.Turn to HONORED, page B3

https://www.community-news.com/stories/aledo-rolls-over-college-station-for-11th-state-title,14814
https://www.community-news.com/stories/buchanan-to-be-honored,15047
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By halftime the advantage was 
35-0 on the strength of two of Pope’s 
touchdown catches.

The offense racked up almost 
500 yards, almost twice as many 
as the defense surrendered. The 
defense registered seven tackles for 
loss and three sacks, along with forc-
ing three turnovers.

And special teams, a part of the 
game of which most coaches preach 
importance, was a big factor. Along 
with the two long kick returns set-
ting up touchdowns, Clay Murador 
kicked a 37-yard field goal and was 
6-for-6 on extra-point kicks, while 
Cole Crawford was perfect on his 
lone PAT kick.

“We put really good players out 
there,” Buchanan said. “We work a 
bunch on special teams. A lot of 
people give lip service, but we work 
a bunch.”

Back to familiarity
A season that began in the most 

unfamiliar of ways ended up in what 
has become a usual fashion for the 
Bearcats. 

Aledo opened 0-2 for the first 
time since Buchanan took the helm 
in 1993. They fell 24-17 at Dallas 
Parish Episcopal, followed by a 44-14 
home loss to Denton Guyer.

Then came a string of 14 consec-
utive victories that culminated in 
another state title for Aledo, their 
10th in the past 14 seasons. It is also 
their fourth in five seasons.

“It starts in practice. Even when 
we were 0-2, we’re out there practic-
ing hard. We play as one,” said senior 
defensive lineman Ansel Din-Mbuh.

“Coach Buc always talks about 
the state championship winner is 
going to be the one who practices 

the hardest,” added fellow senior and 
defensive lineman Lawson Moore.

Buchanan often referenced those 
two opening losses weren’t to just any 
opponents. Episcopal would go on to 
win its fourth consecutive TAPPS 
Division I state championship and 
is 45-4 over the past four seasons. 
Guyer would finish 14-1 and reach 
the Class 6A Division II state semifi-
nals, along with being ranked among 
the top teams in the nation.

“There’s no doubt this is extreme-
ly special,” Buchanan said of the 
championship. “The kids just never 
quit, the coaches never quit.”

This is the second time the 
Bearcats rebounded from a slow start 
to win state. In 2011 they were 1-2 
after a 62-35 loss to Lake Travis, but 
also won their next 14 to take the 
title.

Saturday’s win was also a little 
payback. The only time since 2009 

Aledo did not win a state champion-
ship after reaching the title contest 
was in 2017 when they lost 20-19 to 
College Station.

Offensive MVP
Once again Hejny played his best 

when the stage was the biggest. 
The junior capped his first sea-

son as the starting quarterback with 
touchdown runs of 30 and 58 yards 
and TD passes of 7 and 51. He fin-
ished the game with 10 carries for 143 
yards and completed 11 of 15 passes 
for 175 yards with no interceptions.

His performance gave Hejny 
a final season total of 1,278 yards 
and 15 TD rushing, along with 1,951 
yards and 19 TD passing with six 
interceptions.

Defensive MVP
Gillespie, a junior defensive back, 

was a force in a variety of ways. His 

early forced fumble set the Bearcats 
up at College Station 37-yard line for 
a TD and a 14-0 lead. Then, he had a 
punt return of more than 51 yards to 
the Cougars’ 15, which led to another 
TD and a 21-0 advantage.

Then as the third quarter was 
coming to an end he intercepted a 
pass in the end zone that he returned 
20 yards.

Oh, he also posted five tackles, 
including one for a loss of 4 yards.
Big farewell for Pope

The senior wide receiver bid adieu 
to Aledo in a big way. Not only did 
he set one record and tie another, he 
wrapped up his final season with the 
greatest game of his career.

Pope finished his season with 
64 catches for 1,245 yards and 14 
touchdowns.

He will next be playing for the Air 
Force Falcons.

Most dominant to date
Aledo’s scored a lot of points in 

state championship games. However, 
this was the Bearcats’ most dominant 
performance on both sides of the ball. 

The 38-point margin of victory is 
the biggest, surpassing 35 in 2010’s 
69-34 win over LaMarque.

As lopsided as the final score was, 
the game was nowhere near even that 
close. The Bearcats punted only once 
and were in position to score on their 
first 10 possessions and did score on 
eight, only missing a pair of long field 
goals.

College Station ended their season 
13-3, while Aledo’s season record was 
14-2.

Class 5A Division I final
Aledo 52, College Station 14
AT&T Stadium, Arlington
College Station 0 0 0 14 14
Aledo 21 14 10 7 52

A — Hauss Hejny 30 run (Clay Murador 
kick)
A — Davhon Keys 3 run (Murador kick)
A — Keys 1 run (Murador kick)
A — Jalen Pope 7 pass from Hejny 
(Murador kick)
A — J. Pope 51 pass from Hejny (Murador 
kick)
A — Hejny 58 run (Murador kick)
A — Murador 37 FG
A — J. Pope 76 pass from Brant Hayden 
(Cole Crawford kick)
CS — Paden Cashion 23 pass from 
Arrington Maiden (Cashion pass from 
Maiden)
CS — Cashion 11 pass from Maiden (no 
PAT attempt)

Team statistics
First downs: Aledo 19, CS 15.
Rushes-yards: Aledo 45-240, CS 31-98.
Passing yards: Aledo 257, CS 171.

BEARCATS
from page B1

SCOTT W. COLEMAN

Jake Gillespie (0) was all over the field on offense and defense. Named 
Defensive MVP, Gillespie forced a fumble, had an interception, had five tack-
les, and returned a punt for 51 yards.

BRELEIGH MAYER/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Big D: The Aledo defense smothered College Station the entire game. Shown 
are Skyler Frank (42), Jake Gillespie (0), and Cooper Bobbitt (48).

SCOTT W. COLEMAN

Aledo running back Hawk Patrick-Daniels (1) is tripped up by College Station  
defensive back Tony Hamilton (4) on a carry.

SCOTT W. COLEMAN

Aledo running back Davhon Keys (3) extends the ball above the College 
Station defenders and across the goal line on a touchdown run. Turn to BEARCATS, page B3
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Caught-thrown-intercepted: Aledo 
13-17-0, CS 17-29-1.
Fumbles-lost: Aledo 0-0, CS 2-2.
Penalties-yards: Aledo 5-49, CS 2-19.
Punts-average: Aledo 1-0 (blocked), 
CS 4-38.0.
Third-down conversions: Aledo 9-of-
14, CS 1-of-12.
Fourth-down conversions: Aledo 1-of-1, 
CS 3-of-5.

Individual statistics
Rushing
Aledo: Hejny 10 carries, 143 yards, 2 
TD; Hawk Patrick-Daniels 16-66; Caleb 
Pope 5-14; Keys 5-11, 2 TD; Ryan Cox 
8-5; Cap Mooney 1-1.
College Station: Ayden Martinez-
Brown 21-98, Zach Dang 1-3, Maiden 
9-(-3).
Passing
Aledo: Hejny 11-of-15, 175 yards, 2 TD, 0 
interceptions; Hayden 2-2, 82 yards, 1 
TD, 0 interceptions.
College Station; Maiden 16-28, 149 
yards, 2 TD, 1 interception; Cade 
Corcoran 1-1, 22 yards.
Receiving
Aledo: J. Pope 8 catches, 228 yards, 3 
TD; Kaydon Finley 4-21; Gavin Olenjack 
1-8.
College Station: Cashion 6-64, 2 TD; 

Jackson Verdugo 4-52; Anthony Tisdell 
Jr. 2-20; Martinez-Brown 2-12; Beau 
Kortan 2-1; Maiden 1-22.
Tackle leaders
Aledo: Jaden Allen 6, Andrew Parkhurst 
5.5, Keys 5, Gillespie 5, Mooney 4.5, 
Boston Epley 3.5.
College Station: Shane Bellows 8.5, 
Harrison Robinson 6.5, Tony Hamilton 
5.5, Chantz Johnson 5.5, Cinco 
Deegear 5.5.
Sacks
Aledo: Parkhurst 1 (-6 yards), 
Boukadoum 1 (-5), Lawson Moore 0.5 
(-4), Christian Hillman 0.5 (-4).
College Station: None.
Tackles for loss
Aledo: Parkhurst 2 (-8), Lawson Moore 
1.5 ((-7), Gillespie 1 (-4), Ansel Din-
Mbuh 1 (-1), Boukadoum 1 (-5), Hillman 
0.5 (-4).
Interceptions
Aledo: Gillespie 1 (20 yard return).
College Station: None.
Fumble recoveries
Aledo: Keys 1.
College Station: None.
Forced fumbles
Aledo: Gillespie 1.
College Station: None.
Blocked kicks
Aledo: None.
College Station: R.J. Casas 1.

BRELEIGH MAYER/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Going to the Hauss: Aledo quarterback and Offensive MVP Hauss Hejny 
races to the end zone for one of his two rushing touchdowns. Hejny also 
threw for two more TD. He ran for 143 yards and passed for 175 more.

BEARCATS
from page B2
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Our newest additional location Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel
4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

community-news.com

BRELEIGH MAYER/THE COMMUNITY NEWS 

Aledo ISD Superintendent Dr. Susan Bohn (right) presents the state 
championship trophy to Head Coach Tim Buchanan. Also shown is 
Aledo High School Principal Angi Tims (left).

BASKETBALL

Bearcats wrangle Rough Riders 
in district opener

By Ryan Wade
The Community News

SAGINAW - Given the opportu-
nity to write the script for the way 
the Aledo Bearcats would start 5A 
Region I District 5 action, head coach 
JD Robinson likely would’ve written 
it just the way his team executed on 
Tuesday. On the road, Aledo domi-
nated the hosting Rough Riders on 
both ends of the floor from whistle to 
buzzer en route to a 60-30 mauling.

“We did a good job of knowing 
personnel,” Robinson mentioned 
during the post-game interview. 
“Once you get to district, there’s a 
lot of scouting. We’ve spent a lot of 
time at it. [Saginaw] has some really 
good players. I thought we did a good 
job of knowing personnel, knowing 
the scouting report, and taking guys 
away.”

The runaway victory puts Aledo’s 
overall record on the season at 10-5 
and 1-0 in district play.

Saginaw came out firing, estab-
lishing an early lead on their home 
court. On the other end of the floor, 
Aledo struggled to get shots to fall in 
the opening moments as Robinson 
was forced to call his first timeout of 
the contest midway through the first 
quarter with his team trailing 8-2.

The early timeout seemed to be 
the wakeup call the Bearcats needed.

Coming out of the break Exavier 
Anderson went off, scoring seven 
points to lead Aledo on a 13-0 run to 
close out the first quarter of action. 
From that point the game was never 
in doubt for the Bearcats.

“We got that early timeout out of 
the way,” Robinson said. “I thought 
we really locked in defensively and 
that was the difference in the game. 
We were able to get stops and score 
on the other end.”

Anderson wasn’t just good on the 
offensive end of the floor on Tuesday. 
The 6–1 senior guard wrecked the 
Rough Riders on defense. His stat 
line for the game defensively read 
four steals, three defensive rebounds, 
three deflections, and a blocked shot 
complementing his offensive out-
put with a game-high 19 points, two 
offensive rebounds, and an assist.

One particular moment in the 
waning moments of the third quarter 
summarized the carnage Anderson 
inflicted on Saginaw throughout the 
contest. With less than a minute 
remaining in the third, he snatched 
his fourth steal of the game from 
a Rough Rider guard before going 
coast-to-coast on the fast break. All 
alone on Aledo’s end of the gym, 
Anderson put the exclamation point 
on his performance with a thunder-
ous one-handed slam that sent the 
Aledo faithful in attendance into a 
frenzy.

All season Robison has stressed 
the importance of his young team 
growing up quickly so that by this 
point in the year the Bearcats are 
trending towards their performance 
peaking as district play begins. That 
certainly seemed the case as Aledo 
played their cleanest game of the 
season, especially at the free throw 
line. The Bearcats converted just shy 
of 90% of free throw attempts in the 
game going 17-of-19 from the charity 
stripe.

After jumping out to an early 
15-8 lead at the end of the first 
quarter, Aledo tacked on 19 in the 
second quarter to take a 34-19 lead 
at halftime.

When action resumed in the third 
quarter the Bearcat defense held 
Saginaw to just four points across 
eight minutes of play. At the other 
end of the floor Aledo’s offense ran 
on rocket fuel, tacking on 22 points 

as the visiting squad 
closed out the third 
with a commanding 
56-24 lead.

Late in the third 
and throughout 
the fourth quar-
ter it was all about 

getting the young guys quality min-
utes. Coming off the bench, Aledo’s 
underclassmen added four points to 
the overall tally. What they lacked 
in offensive output they made up for 
with stalwart defense, surrendering 
just six points to the Rough Rider 
starters who remained in the game 
late.

“Anytime we can get some of those 
other guys on the floor, they go to 
work every day just like the rest of 
[the team],” Robinson said of his 
young hoop players. “You never know 
when we might need them down the 
stretch. Somebody gets in foul trou-
ble, or something happens; you’re an 
injury away from needing somebody. 
Keeping those guys refreshed and 
engaged is always important.”

The Bearcats will enjoy a long 
break in their game schedule over the 
holidays with their next contest slated 
for a visit from Brewer on Jan. 6. 

“We’ll be off through Monday the 
26th. Then they’ll get back to work on 
the 27th and have Brewer on the 6th 
[of January],” Robinson mentioned. 
“We’ll do a lot of work between now 
and then.”
Bearcats vs. Saginaw
Varsity
Aledo 15 19 22 4 60
Saginaw 8 11 5 6 30
Exavier Anderson 19, Drew Clock 17, Brandon Fields 
12, Jackson Todd 8, Brant Tubbs 2, Zayden Parker 2

Bearcats vs. Keller Timber 
Creek
Varsity
Aledo  6 10 17 9 42
Timber Creek 9 8 12 15 44
Drew Clock 20, Brandon Fields 12, Jack Sawyer 6, 

Exavier Anderson 2, Brant Tubbs 2

Read this 
story online

RYAN WADE/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Drew Clock puts up a shot against 
Saginaw on Dec. 20.

RYAN WADE/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Owen Peterson applies defense 
against the Rough Riders on Tuesday.

https://www.community-news.com/stories/bearcats-wrangle-rough-riders-in-district-opener,15164
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LADYCAT 
OF THE WEEK

2880 Fort Worth Hwy. w Hudson Oaks
100 Willow Bend w Willow Park

www.go2fbt.com

Sponsored by

Avery Kernan, 
Wrestling
Wrestling in the 107-pound division, she 
posted a fifth-place finish in a tourna-
ment in Burleson on Dec. 10 and came 
back to win by a pin in only 49 seconds 
in her match against Benbrook at home 
on Dec. 13. 

Realtor®

817.291.3228
Zack.fowler@kw.com
200 S Oakridge Dr. #103
Hudson Oaks, TX 76087

HERITAGE WEST
EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Clear Fork Materials

800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD • ALEDO, TEXAS
817-441-7777 • CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM

BACKS THE 
BEARCATS!

Residential & Commercial

817-458-1308 • www.bearcatccstorage.com
130 Nu Energy Drive • Aledo, TX 76008
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State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company

Bloomington, IL1706813

Your home and car are more than just things. They’re where you make your  
memories – and they deserve the right protection. We get it. It’s why we’re here. 
LET’S TALK TODAY.

It’s why
we’re here.

Amy Kaplan ChFC CLU, Agent
amy@amykaplaninsurance.com

Bus: 817-220-5222
www.amykaplaninsurance.com

Jason Needham CLU ChFC, Agent
9610 E Bankhead Hwy

Aledo, TX  76008
Bus: 817-441-8000

jason@jasonneedham.com
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ALEDO

Download our app for 
rewards,locations, & more!

(817) 441-6999 • sonicdrivein.com • 300 FM 1187, Aledo, TX

WE 
SUPPORT 

OUR 
BEARCATS!

BRUSH-
FLOSS-
WIN!

Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C.
Michael Ball, D.D.S., P.L.L.C.

 Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101
Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087

817-441-2425 · Fax: 817-441-2491
www.brushflosswin.com

www.brookshires.com 
(817) 441-5980

5118 E I-20 Service Rd S
Willow Park, TX

GO 
BEARCATS!

Skip the lines, not the service, 
with your personal shopper.

Online Ordering & Pickup

PHOTOS BY 
 BRELEIGH MAYER

Read this 
story online

https://www.community-news.com/stories/spirit-page,14934
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GO BEARCATS!

817.840.4444  •  PlainsCapital.com

• Oak Wilt Treatment
• Fire Ant  

Control
• Mosquito  

Control
• Lawn Plans
• Deep Root  

Feeding
Dylan Day
TX-4382A

TM

817-441-2276

Full Tree & Turf Insect 
& Disease Control

Moritz Chevrolet 
Chrysler · Jeep 

Loop 820 & Hwy 580 
(Camp Bowie West) 

817-696-2000

Moritz Kia · 8501 I-30 
817-560-6000

Backing

Bearcats!

the  

BEARCAT 
OF THE WEEK

2880 Fort Worth Hwy. w Hudson Oaks
100 Willow Bend w Willow Park

www.go2fbt.com

Sponsored by

Jalen Pope, Football
The senior wide receiver set one state 
record and tied another as Aledo 
defeated College Station 52-14 Saturday 
for the Class 5A Division I state cham-
pionship. Pope caught eight passes for 
a 5A championship-game record 228 
yards. His three touchdowns tied a 5A 
title game mark.

1015 Champions Drive, Suite 1300 • Aledo, TX, 76008
info@wegnercpa.com • Phone: 817-386-1490

Backing the
Bearcats!

We do it All, 

We do it 
Right!

ALEDO
817-441-6377
621 F.M. 1187 N.

FORT WORTH
817-732-5171

5800 CAMP BOWIE

WILLOW PARK
817-596-0106

I-20 AT MIKUS RD.

Adrian’s Custom
CLEANERS

Good Luck Bearcats! Clear Fork Materials

800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD • ALEDO, TEXAS
817-441-7777 • CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM

BACKS THE 
BEARCATS!

Residential & Commercial

Ring Leaders 
Kennel

• Boarding 
• Grooming 
• Training
• Heated & Cooled 
• Indoor & Outdoor Runs
• 24 Hour Attendant 

Aledo
817-441-8071

BRUSH-
FLOSS-
WIN!

Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C.
Michael Ball, D.D.S., P.L.L.C.

 Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101
Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087

817-441-2425 · Fax: 817-441-2491
www.brushflosswin.com

Congratulations Bearcats
PHOTOS BY 

 BRELEIGH MAYER

Read this 
story online

https://www.community-news.com/stories/spirit-page,14934
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Classifieds

Business Cards

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor 

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100  
Aledo, TX 76008  
Bus. 817-441-4108 • Fax 800-656-0301 
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com 
www.edwardjones.comRESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR • LICENSED & INSURED
TECL #19987

817-441-8633
• • NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS • •

817-443-9733
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR
LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

Hearing
Care Center
4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702
Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre
Phone: 817.263.1971

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
CHAPPELL

• COMPOSITION SHINGLES
• WOOD SHINGLES
• NEW ROOFS • REROOFS
• REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 • mobile (817) 996-2726

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

Insurance Claims Handled

Free 

Estim
ates

Holly Green, Owner 
10943 S FM 1187 Road
Fort Worth, Texas 76126

“You Jingle...We Shingle™”
817.441.6973

service@brettcoroofing.com

Thousands of Lifelong Customers.

With the same name and number since 1973, Billy Harris Roofing is here before, during and after the Texas 
storms. Billy Harris Roofing has had the same crews since 1992 which has paved the way to 10 consecutive 

Angie’s List Super Service Awards since 2006. Billy Harris Roofing prides itself on quality... not quantity! 
Give the experts a call today and find out for yourself why thousands of life-long customers 

have put their trust in Billy Harris Roofing • 817-249-3338 • www.billyharris-roofi ng.com

817-249-3338 Same Crews Since 1992

Same Name & Number Since 1973
Previous Awards 
from 2006 to 2015

5 & 6 Inch Seamless Gutters • Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial • New & Repair

ROSS GUTTERS
In Business Since 1995

Office: 817-565-4658
Talk and text 817-771-9661

FREE SPLASH BLOCKS FOR A LIMITED TIME

Megan Hendricks
Director of Operations

www.doylemoss.com
Email: megan@doylemoss.com

705 N. FM 1187
PO Box 967

Aledo, TX 76008
Tel: 817-441-9053
Fax: 817-441-7145

Operated by a subsidary  
of NRT, LLC

KIMBERLY MEYER, 
ABR, CRS, GRI

REALTOR®

Cell (817) 929-0347
kimberly.meyer@cbdfw.com

5924 Convair Drive #420  
Fort Worth, TX 76109

www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer

Global Luxury Specialist

Vanity Tops                                           Tubs 
Whirlpool Tubs                         Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE
2927 Greenlee Park Trail

Weatherford, Texas 76088

  817-341-8970
Natural Granite  •  Solid Surface  •  Silestone

Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

(817) 249-2028

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t

Ken Hartman, Proprietor

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry 
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair 1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 817-504-7662817-504-7662

Call for availability · Boat & RV parking - $50Call for availability · Boat & RV parking - $50
10x10 $65 • 10x20 $95 • 10x30 $14010x10 $65 • 10x20 $95 • 10x30 $140

We have lots of room  
for your stuff!

1187 MINI STORAGE1187 MINI STORAGE

MEMBER 2022

TEXAS PRESS 
ASSOCIATION
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Business Card Page, call 817-441-7661.
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P.O. Box 1031, Aledo, TX • 817-441-7661 
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BOB’S BASEBALL TOURS
DC Cherry Blossom Tour: 

Mar. 31-Apr. 4, 2023

East Coast Tour: 
Aug. 18-27, 2023

Home games at Washington 
Nationals, NY Yankees & Boston 
Red Sox. 

Home games at Yankees, Red 
Sox, Orioles, Phillies, Nationals, 
Mets & Little League World Series. 

Free Brochure:  Call or Text 507-217-1326

Tours include additional sightseeing, motor coach transportation 
and quality hotels/game tickets.

Fully Guided Tours Since 1952

9 Day Tour. 
Includes All Meals,  
All Hotels, and All Activities.

Hike in jungle rainforests, view 
volcanoes, soak in hot springs, cruise 
biological reserves and relax on tropical 
ocean beaches. Join the smart shoppers 
and experienced travelers.

1-800-CARAVAN 
Caravan.com

Costa Rica 
$995

Choose a Guided Tour + tax, fees
Costa Rica 9 days $995
Panama 8 days $995
Guatemala 8 days $995
Mexico 
- Ancient Civ. 9 days $995
- Copper Canyon 8 days $1295
“ Brilliant,  
 Affordable Pricing ” 
 Arthur Frommer,  
 Travel Editor

TexSCAN Week of 
Dec. 18-24, 2022

ACREAGE
AFFORDABLE LAND. We have some of the 
best in Texas. Hill Country – Edwards, McCulloch, 
Schleicher, Coke, Val Verde counties, free ranging 
exotics. South Texas – Kinney, Duval, Live Oak 
counties - whitetail, hogs. Trans Pecos, Terrell, Val 
Verde – whitetail, javelina, quail. 30 year fixed rate 
financing, 5% down.   www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 
800-876-9720. 

AUCTION
Public Farm Auction – Wed., Dec 28, on site and 
online, starts at 9:58 a.m., 5254 N 595 Rd, Proctor, OK 
74457. Tractors, trailers, hay equipment, 500+ bales of 
hay, cattle equipment, farm implements, beehives, over-
head feed bins, creep feeders, and more. For more info 
& pictures, visit chuppsauction.com, 918-630-0495.

45th Annual Cattleman Bull & Female Sale 
12:00 Noon, Jan. 21, 2023, El Campo Livestock 
Exchange, El Campo, Texas. 100 bulls, 250 females, 
cattlemansale.com.

GENERATORS
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE 
Quote. Call now before the next power outage: 
1-855-704-8579.

VACATIONS/TOURS
Costa Rica $995 – 9 Day Tour, with all meals, all 
hotels, all activities. Choose a guided tour in Costa Rica, 
Panama, Guatemala, Mexico. Caravan, fully guided 
tours since 1952. Caravan.com, 1-800-CARAVAN.

Bob’s Baseball Tours – DC Cherry Blossom Tour: 
Mar. 31-Apr. 4, 2023, home games at Washington 
Nationals, NY Yankees & Boston Red Sox. East Coast 
Tour: Aug. 18-27, 2023, home games at Yankees, Red 
Sox, Orioles, Phillies, Nationals, Mets & Little League 
World Series. Tours include sightseeing, motor coach 
transportation and hotels/game tickets. Call or Text 
507-217-1326.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

PUBLIC FARM AUCTION

Wednesday, Dec 28 • Starts @ 9:58 AM
5254 N 595 Rd, Proctor OK 74457

Owner: Tim Hammons, Oil Springs Farm, LLC

For more info & pictures, visit chuppsauction.com 

V Dale & Maria Chupp
Coldwell Banker Neokla Select
(918) 630-0495

ONSITE & ONLINE

Don’t Be Late! Not Many Small Items
Running ONLY 1 RING!!

Tractors, Trailers, Hay Equipment, 500+ Bales of Hay, Cattle 
Equipment, Farm Implements, Beehives, Overhead Feed Bins, 

Creep Feeders, 4 Wheelers, Misc Scrap Iron and Much More!
Equipment has been barn stored and is in immaculate shape!

Live Onsite and Online Bidding on Lots 1-40 START at 10:47 AM

community-news.com

community-news.com
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secondary coach on teams that went 58-13-
1, including one state semifinals, two state 
finals, and one 4A state championship.

At Aledo, Buchanan’s career record is 
281-57-3. Buchanan became the full-time 
athletic director at Aledo from 2014-18 
before returning to the sidelines in 2019. He 
has won state championships in three of four 
years since his return.

His other state championships leading 
the Bearcats came in 1998, 2009, 2010, 2011 
and 2013 when the Bearcats became the 
only team at any level to score more than 
1,000 points in a season.

This season’s team began the season 0-2 
for the first time in Buchanan’s career. They 
then reeled off 14 consecutive wins.

Off the field Buchanan has been active in 
the Texas High School Coaches Association, 
serving on the Football Advisory Committee 
from 2004-2007 and on the Board of 
Directors from 2010-2013. He was recent-
ly named one of the Top Ten Football 
Coaches in Texas by “Dave 
Campbell’s Texas Football” 
magazine, and he has 
received many Coach of the 
Year Awards statewide and 
in the district.

Buchanan will be joined 
in being inducted by for-
mer Galena Park North Shore coach David 
Aymond, former Sanford Fritch head 
coach Don Cumpton, former San Antonio 
Roosevelt coach Bryan Dausin, and former 
Brenham coach Glen West.
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giddy up
& glide
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FORTWORTHSTOCKYARDS.COM

Ice Rink, Avoca Cocoa & Coffee Corral, 
Holiday Lights, Cowboy Santa, 
Live Music, Rodeos & More!

Daily Skating Sessions – Including Skates
11AM, 1PM, 3PM, 5PM, 7PM & 9PM

  N OW  -  F E B RUA RY  5   

SCAN FOR TICKETS & INFORMATION

ICE SKATING
stockyards style

SWIMMING

More records for Roberson as 
SwimCats compete in Mansfield
By Derek Gregory
Special to The Community News

Sophomore Haley Roberson scored 45 
points for the Aledo Ladycats and set two 
school records at last weekend’s Debbie 
Weems Invitational at the Debbie Weems 
Natatorium in Mansfield.

Roberson had a first-place finish and a 
school record in the 200-yard individual 
medley with a time of 2:08.23, besting 
the previous school record of 2:08.35 set 
in 2013. She also had a second-place fin-
ish and another school record in the 100 
freestyle with a time of 54.40, besting the 
previous school record of 55.32 set in 2017. 

Qualifying for this meet and represent-
ing AHS along with Roberson were seniors 
Tanner Howse and Sam Ogden; juniors 
Hunter Gregory, Porter Lane, and Kyle 
Scharlow; sophomores Bradyn Baughman, 
Victoria Crews, Avery Faulkner, Matila 
Moeller and Corah Satterfield; and fresh-
man Natalie Hutson. 

The girls took 10th place and the boys 
were 15th in team standings. 

The Ladycats took 5th place in the 200-
yard medley relay with Hutson, Roberson, 
Satterfield and Crews.

Individually, Aledo had several other 
standouts:

*Ogden scored 36 points for the 
team with a third-place finish in the 100 
backstroke with a time of 54.72 and a sev-
enth-place finish in the 100 freestyle with a 
time of 49.38.

*Hutson scored 23 points with a sixth-
place finish in the 500 freestyle in 5:45.88 
and a 15th-place finish in the 100 back-
stroke with a time of 1:07.98.

*Crews scored 11 points with an 
11th-place finish in the 100 butterfly and a 
time of 1:01.84.

*Tanner Howse, eight points, 15th in 
200 freestyle, 1:56.11 and 19th in 500 free-
style in  5:20.90.

*Moeller, seven points, 14th in 500 free-
style, 6:07.84.

Aledo recently competed in a tri-meet 
for Senior Night at the Wilkerson-Greines 
Activity Center in Fort Worth at press time. 
They will return to competition for the 
district meet Jan. 20 at the NISD Aquatic 
Center in Justin.

Read this 
story online
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Comeback comes up short for Ladycats on the road
By Ryan Wade
The Community News

SAGINAW – Much like Clark 
Griswold, the Ladycats may be ask-
ing where the Tylenol is on their 
Christmas vacation following a highly 
contentious and physical matchup on 
the road against the Saginaw Lady 
Rough Riders on Tuesday. Saginaw 
held off the fourth-quarter rally by 
the visiting squad from Aledo just 
long enough to pick up a 63-57 win.

With the loss, Aledo moves to 1-2 
in 5A Region I District 5 play, and 
10-10 on the season.

“We didn’t do a lot of the little 
things, and it caught up to us,” Aledo 
head coach Nikki Hyles said after the 
game. “We’ve got to be able to handle 
pressure a little bit better and be able 
to finish around the basket. Honestly, 
we’re still the better team. We just 
didn’t play well today.”

Trailing by nine heading into the 
fourth quarter, the Ladycats out-
paced Saginaw 20-17 offensively in 
the final frame. Aledo was able to 
saw Saginaw’s lead down to just four 
points several times in the waning 
moments of action. 

With little more than three min-
utes left in the contest senior Presley 
Hull knocked down a jumper to bring 
her team within four of the Lady 
Rough Riders. Claire Byars duplicat-
ed the feat at the 2:51 mark as she 
played a layup off the glass to cut 
Saginaw’s lead at 52-48. Kenzie Grau 
laced a late three-pointer with two 
ticks left on the clock to cut the score 
to 61-57 in favor of the home team.

Unfortunately, that is as close as 
Aledo would get as the game came 
to a close. The Ladycats committed 

the desperation foul on the ensu-
ing inbounds pass to send Jasmine 
Wilcox to the charity stripe shooting 
two with just three-tenths of a sec-
ond left on the clock and her team in 
the double bonus. Wilcox sank both 
free throws to produce the final score 
while capping off a 15-of-28 perfor-
mance from the line for the Lady 
Rough Riders on the night.

The two teams juggled the lead 
back-and-forth several times in the 
first quarter of action. Aledo landed 
on the board first before the Lady 
Rough Riders gained an early advan-
tage. Midway through the first the 
Ladycats came roaring back when 
Byars sank a layup just over three 
minutes into the contest giving her 
team a 10-9 lead. 

Saginaw answered back with a 
quick bucket of their own to regain 
the lead at 11-10. With 3:06 left in the 
opening stanza Grau drilled a shot of 
her own from behind the arc to put 
Aledo up by a pair, 13-11. 

Lady Rough Rider forward Tatum 
Stone cinched the game at 13-all after 
knocking down a pair of free throws. 
With just over a minute left in the 
first quarter of action Stone dialed 
up the long-range jumper from just 
inside the arc securing the final lead 
change of the contest at 15-13. 

Down by a lone point heading 
into the second frame, the Ladycat 
offense struggled in the second quar-
ter, giving Saginaw an opportunity to 
put distance between the two teams 
on the scoreboard. Aledo entered the 
intermission trailing by eight, 34-26.

The third quarter was close yet 
again with the Ladycats tacking on 
11 points across the span of eight 

minutes of play. Not to be outdone, 
Saginaw tacked on a dozen points of 
their own to enter the final quarter of 
action up by nine, 46-37.

“Our district is pretty solid across 
the board,” Hyles added. “Any team 
can beat any other team on a given 
day. We just didn’t bring our ‘A’ game 
today.”

Looking ahead, 
the Ladycats will 
take a few days off 
to enjoy the holi-
days before getting 
back to the grind 
next week. Aledo 
will play four games 

in two days (Thursday and Friday) as 
they participate in the Fredericksburg 
Tournament. 

Ladycats vs. Saginaw
Varsity
Aledo 16 10 11   20 - 57
Saginaw 17 17 12   17 - 63
Aledo scoring: Kenzie Grau 16, Claire Byars 14, Presley 
Hull 10, Kandle Boggus 7, Caroline Browning 5, Kinley 
Elms 3, Reagan Davis 2.

Junior Varsity
Aledo 26 11 19   6 - 62
Saginaw 4 4 4   0 - 12
Aledo scoring: Elizabeth Griffin 23, Savannah Salas 
8, Kinley Evans 7, August Carlone 6, Breleigh Mayer 
6, Brenna Clock 5, Maddox Lucas 5, Peyton Flores 2.

Read this 
story online

Ladycats vs. Northwest
Varsity
Aledo 20 13 9    5 - 47
Northwest 17 8 10   21 - 56
Aledo scoring: Presley Hull 17, Kenzie Grau 11, 
Claire Byars 9, Kandle Boggus 5, Reagan Davis 5.

Junior Varsity
Aledo 10 14 10   7 - 41
Northwest 0 6 6   7 - 19
Aledo scoring: Elizabeth Griffin 21, August Carlone 
7, Breleigh Mayer 7, Brenna Clock 4, Rebekah 
Jarrell 2.

Freshmen
Aledo 11 7 5   12 - 35
Northwest 5 9 2    0 - 16
Aledo scoring: Jordyn Edington 9, Mesoma 
Emekaokey 7, Jenna Haussler 6, Lily Heckathorn 
5, Alyssa Todd 5, Jaylee Owens 2, Mackenzie 
Bullard 1.

Ladycats vs. Wichita 
Falls Rider
Varsity
Aledo 13 12 20   17 - 62
Rider 6 19 6   12 - 43
Aledo scoring: Kenzie Grau 11, Caroline Browning 
11, Claire Byars 11, Reagan Davis 8, Natalie 
Anderson 7, Presley Hull 6, Kinley Elms 4, Ella 
Isbell 2, Taylor Paetzold 2.

Junior Varsity
Aledo 26 13 11 8 - 58
Rider 7 8 5 6 - 26
Aledo scoring: Elizabeth Griffin 27, Brenna Clock 
10, Savannah Salas 6, Breleigh Mayer 5, Peyton 
Flores 4, August Carlone 2, Rebekah Jarrell 2, 
Kinley Evans 2.

Freshmen
Aledo 10 12 6 3 - 31
Rider 6 0 10 2 - 12
Aledo scoring: Alyssa Todd 12, Jaylee Owens 7, 
Kayna Atchinson 2, Lily Heckathorn 2, Jordyn 
Edington 2, Natalie Brown 2, Mesoma Emekaokey 
2, Tori Culler 1, Jenna Haussler 1.

RYAN WADE/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

LEFT: Kenzie Grau and Kandle Boggus provide tough defense against Saginw 
RIGHT: Kandle Boggus is fouled in the lane at Saginaw on Tuesday..
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