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Council set to
accept bid on
Bailey Ranch
Road

Improvement project
expected to begin

in February

By Ryan Wade

The Community News

Driving down Bailey Ranch
Road isn't a pleasant experience.
That’s not going to get better any
time soon with construction slated
to begin in February to overhaul one
of the most heavily traveled streets
in Aledo.

Once the project is complete,
however, the Bailey Ranch Road
driving experience should be a vast
improvement over what it is today.

When the Aledo City Council
reconvenes on Dec. 1, one of the
key issues on the agenda before the
council will be accepting a bid for
the construction project. The initial
construction of Bailey Ranch Road
20 years ago was done incorrect-
ly, leading to significant pavement
failures that have made driving the
stretch of road more akin to par-
ticipating in the Baja 1,000 than
a leisurely drive in town. Making
the necessary repairs and improve-
ments to the pavement is expected
to take place in four phases that will
last about 10 months.

The first phase of the project
will last only a few days as utility
work on the area west of Creekview
Terrace is completed. During this
time both lanes of traffic will be
completely closed. However, this
is the only phase of the project in
which that will be the case. The city
is looking at possibly completing
the work over a weekend to mitigate
travel disruptions.

Phase 2 is anticipated to last
six months. During this time west-
bound traffic will be shut down to
allow for eastbound traffic to con-
tinue as not to inhibit the response
times of the fire department and
EMS. Construction crews will fix
the north side of the street with
enough concrete to facilitate both
east and west travel during the final
two phases of the project.

The final two phases are expect-
ed to last two months each. Phase 3
will see east and west travel return
on the north side of Bailey Ranch
Road while the pavement on the
south side of the street is repaired.
The final phase will bring improve-
ments to Champions Drive as the
project wraps up.

Once complet-
ed, improvements
to the road sur-
face, as well as the
addition of turn
lanes, should make
for a more pleas-
ant experience for
pedestrians and drivers alike for
decades to come.

Read this
story online

“T1s the Season

ROSE HOFFMAN/CITY OF WILLOW PARK
Santa and the Grinch took part in good-natured interaction as Mayor Doyle Moss watched when
the City of Willow Park kicked off the local Christmas season by bringing back the Community
Christmas Tree Lighting on Tuesday, Nov. 22. Residents visited with Santa and the Grinch, and
enjoyed hot chocolate and cookies provided by the city.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS
LEFT: Willow Park’s new Christmas tree | RIGHT: Cecilia and Lucas Carnell pose with Santa.

ALEDO ISD

AHS has
record
number of

recognized
students

College Board
National Recognition
Program names

127 students

Staff reports
The Community News

The number of Aledo High School
students recognized as National
Recognition Program Scholars by the
College Board increased 226.6% in the
past year. AHS had 127 students earn
136 total honors this year, up from 39
students earning 57 honors last year.

“This amazing increase in rec-
ognition by the College Board is a
direct reflection of the hard work of
our students, teachers, and counsel-
ors as well as our increased emphasis
on advanced academics over the last
couple of years,” Aledo High School
Principal Angi Tims said. “We are so
proud of these students and can’t wait
to follow their continued success.”

College Board's four recognition
programs—National African American

Recognition Program, National
Hispanic Recognition Program,
National Indigenous Recognition

Program, and National Rural and Small
Town Recognition Program—award
academic honors to underrepresented
students.

Students must meet GPA and PSAT/
NMSQT score requirements, among
other things, to be considered for these
honors. Students must also identify
as African American/Black, Hispanic/
Latinx, Indigenous, or attend high
school in a rural area or small town.

National African American
Recognition Program Scholar

Devan Dave
Kendal Kordis

National Hispanic Recognition
Program Scholar

Savannah Bowers

Celeste Cadena

Turn to SCHOLAR, page A2

MERCEDES MAYER/ALEDO ISD

National Indigenous Recognition
Program Scholars
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Joshua Dobles
Austin Martinez
Ashley Medina
Marco Nava
Haley Smith
David Stewart
Kylie Valdez

National Rural
and Small Town
Recognition Program
Scholar
Aidan Adams
Jackson Adams
Christoff Aguila
Jane Anderson
Marshall Anderson
Nate Ashabraner
Maverick Baranger
Austin Beal
Presley Bergen
Kate Bettencourt
Henry Blake
Anna Bone
Emma Boyd
Caden Breito
Reichen Brewer
Alexa Brinkman
Meredith Brown
Nathan Buck
Halli Bussmeir
Carter Campbell
Kathleen Campbell
James Cloke
Cassidy Cole
Harrison Cornwell
Davey Culler
Isaac Cupp
Anna D'Avino

Emma Davenport
Logan DeFranzo
Samantha Elston
Brandon Ferguson
Ethan Fernihough
Noah Fernihough
Olivia Fowler
Morgan Furlow
Alina Garwacki
McKenzie Grau
Elizabeth Green
Jackson Grimm
Kate Gueldenzoph
Kaylee Halfmann
Nathan Hall
Jourdan Hart

Rex Hawkins
Robert Heimke
John Hillman
Taylor Hindman
Trinity Hindman
Dylan Hinton
Nathaniel Houchen
Jeremy Howard 11
Ayden Jantzen
Katherine Johnson
Kamryn Kupper
Madison Lear
Grace Lefferts
Meagan Loftin
Kathryn Manus
Kennis Marx

Jack McCarty
Madison McDonald
Toby McDonald
Catherine Messer
Avery Mooney
Bennett Moorman
Corbin Moses
Niklas Nawrocki
Fyn Neeley
Samuel Ogden
Rakesh Pachigolla

Nathan Patridge
Ahren Peters
Caden Petty
Hogan Posey
Abigail Powell
Tianqgin Puyang
Emory Rapp
Mason Rauschuber
Jackson Rudnick
Kaley Schabel
Jackson Schneider
Morgan Sehnem
Taylor Sehnem
Alexandra Steffe
Charles Stinchcomb
Sawyer Storck
Gracie Streetman
Zachary Taylor

Lorica Thomas
Landrie Thurman

Taylor Tiberg National Rural

Sarah Tillotson and Small Town
Nathalie Touchet Recognition Program
Luke Turner Scholar and National
Hailey Vandiver African American
Lane Voskamp Recognition Program
Maryn Ward Scholar

Marin Washburn Liana Abu Tobeh
Zoe Whitcomb Davhon Keys

Carson White Paul Emmanuel
Trevor White Mulenga

Grant Wiggins

Molly Williams National Rural

Riley Williams and Small Town
McKinley Wilson Recognition

Henry Zedler Program Scholar and

Georgia Zirbser National Hispanic

Recognition Program

Scholar
Emma Brandenburg
it Luke DeLeon
Read this Edyn Esquivel
| story online | Noah Wagner

National Rural
and Small Town
Recognition
Program Scholar and
National Indigenous
Recognition Program
Scholar

Leah Bechert
Lily Revard
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TOP: All Commended
Scholars.

MIDDLE: National
African American
Recognition Program
Scholars.

BOTTOM: National
Hispanic Recognition
Program Scholars.

Robert S. Jones, Jr.

Robert S. Jones, Jr.
passed away November 2,
2022 in Dallas.

Robert was born July
5, 1953 to Robert and
Janet Jones.

Robert was proceeded
in death by his parents.

He is survived by his
wife, Perla Jones; sisters,
Kay Jones and Kathy
Garvey; brother Tom
Jones;

Obituaries

eldest daughter,

Robert S. Jones, Jr.

Jones; sons, Chris Jones,
John Jones, and Vincent
Jones; youngest daugh-
ter, Stephanie Jones; 25
Grandchildren and three
Great-Grandchildren.

He will be desperate-
ly missed by all those left
behind.

A service was held at 1
p-m. Saturday, November
19, 2022 in Biggers
Funeral Chapel.

Jessica

The Community News
November 25, 2022

SERVICE FOR BILL MCLEROY

The funeral service for former Aledo City Council member
Bill McLeRoy will be at 2:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 29, at
Greenwood Funeral Home in Fort Worth. Visitation will be
from 6-8 p.m. on Monday, Nov. 28, at the same location. An

obituary was not available at press time.

Parker County Library. Shown

TRACY LAMBERT JACK; OUTREACH AND PROGRAMMING LIBRARIAN
The Missions Committee at Aledo United Methodist Church recently made a donation of $5,000 to the East

are (front row) Dylan and Cameron Eatinger and (back row) Sandy Greenough,

Lauren Eatinger, and EPC Library Director Cathy Mason.

Matt Morris
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Securities offered through Kestra Investment Services, LLC (Kestra IS), member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through Kestra
Advisory Services, LLC (Kestra AS), an affiliate of Kestra IS. Kestra IS and Kestra AS are not affiliated with Gus Bates Insurance & Investments.

Proud to
Support the Aledo
Bearcats

v

817-529-5325

matt@gusbates.com
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2551 River Park Dr. Suite 201 * Fort Worth, TX 76116
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State of the Art Sterilization Room
Invisalign and Zoom! Whitening
v Massage Chairs and HDTV

17 DDS Water Purification System
8117273254419}
\www.sarahmorrisddsYcom!
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Anywhere you are
The Community News
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at your finger tips!
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Events

More events can be found at www.community-news.com/calendar

CoHoHo

The CoHoHo C@
Christmas

Corridor is a

free holiday H @

light display

at Gene Voyles H

Park in Hudson .
DOR

Oaks. Bring
the family and SRR

enjoy a dif-

ferent themed light show
each week with more than
75,000 lights starting at 6
p.m. every night from Dec.
3 to New Years.

Also, there will be a scav-
enger hunt available as
you stroll the Corridor. QR
codes are available to scan
in the park. Just three easy
steps: 1. Take a picture, 2.
Tag them on social media
#HEBCOHOHO. 3. Pick up
your prize at City Hall.
Other special Hudson Oaks
events include carriage
rides and food trucks from
5:30-8:30 p.m. on Dec. 9-10
and Dec. 16-17.

For more information, visit
https://events.hudsonoaks.
com/cohoho.

Pathway of Lights

The City of Weatherford will
host a walkthrough show
called Pathway of Lights
throughout December at
Heritage Park, 317 Santa Fe
Drive.

o RO
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 26
Celebration of Lights

The eighth annual
Celebration of Lights in
Weatherford will run from
5-9 p.m. on Saturday, Nov.
26, at the corner of York and
Dallas Streets in downtown
Weatherford. In addition to
the tree lighting at 6 p.m.,
activities include photos
with Santa, carriage rides,
hay rides, ice skating, train
rides, and face painting.

For more information, visit
https://www.facebook.
com/celebrationweather-
ford/.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER
30

Weatherford Christmas
Tree Lighting

The City of Weatherford will
host its tree lighting from
6-9:30 p.m. on Wednesday,
Nov. 30, at Heritage Park,
317 Santa Fe Drive.

There will be a 50-foot live
tree, a holiday drone show,
and additional activities.

ERIDAY, DECEMBER 2

Hudson Oaks Christmas
Tree Lighting

Hudson Oaks will host its
Christmas Tree Lighting
from 5:30-8:30 p.m. on
Friday, Dec. 2 at Gene
Voyles Park (210 Hudson
Oaks Drive).The evening
will include activities in
Santa’s Workshop, where
you can shap a picture with
Santa himself.

Take a ride on the COHO
Express and watch Disney’s
The Santa Clause on the
big screen.

For more information, visit
https://events.hudsonoaks.
com/cohoho.

Aledo High School Jazz
Band Concert
The Aledo High School

[~ ;.i;h ""‘: .

R LT o THm
2SQUAl
RT I T3>
Jazz | band will play at
Gene Voyles Park. Concert
may be moved to Dec. 3
depending on Aledo High
School football playoff
schedule. Time TBA.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3

Christmas on the Square
The Weatherford Chamber
of Commerce will host its
annual Christmas on the
Square from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 3, on
the Weatherford downtown
square. The annual event
features food, entertain-
ment, vendors, and holi-
day-related activities for
children and adults.

In addition, all boutiques
and stores will be open for
gift shopping.

For more information,

visit https://www.weather-
ford-chamber.com/cham-
ber-events/christmas-on-
the-square.html.

Aledo 45th annual Craft
Fair

The 45th annual Aledo
Craft Fair will run from 11
a.m. to 8 p.m. on Saturday,
Dec. 3 in the gymnasium of
The Church at the Crossing,
128 EIm St. in Aledo.

About 40 vendors will

be there with unique gift
ideas. Concessions will also
be available.

Christmas Time in Aledo
The City of Aledo’s annual
Christmas Time in Aledo

activities will run from 5-9

ACROSS

in Hays County

on 1-35

Christmas carol

most Astro innings

have 6 of these

Decatur is the seat

of this county

TXism: “bright eyed

___ bushy tailed”

TX-born Smith who

won pole vault gold

in 1948 (init.)

12 TX Willie’s “On the

Road "

17 TXism: “put __ __
___back burner”

19 high dollar areas at
Cowboy games in
AT&T Stadium

21 adirect flight, e.g.

22 TX-based “Chili’s
Grill ___ __

23 when nearby Frost
got the railroad, this
Navarro County
town faded away

28 where some Texans
ski in New Mexico

29 a soothsayer

30 part of a barn
where hay is stored

31 he was “Texas John
Slaughter” on
television (2 wds.)

35 Al del was an
Oiler/Titan kicker

36 TX Barry Cobin was
this deputy in “Lone-
some Dove” (2 wds.)

42 TXism: “fast __ _
__ __ _rafter

44 TXism: “bowl __

~ [o>e)] -

oo

©

___”(chil)

46 TXism: “she has to stand
place twice
to cast a shadow” (thin)

48 beneficial things

49 she swore in LBJ on Air

Force One (3 wds.)

50 “menu mama” thank yous

51 former Eastland AM
52 Cowboys’ confer.

53 “____ It Romantic”
54 TX Trini sang “If _
a Hammer”

TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

Copyright 2022 by Orbison Bros.

career is
over (abbr.)

57 female sheep

58 nat’l ID no.

DOWN

1 TXism: “what she
domt__
learning”
(knowledgeable)
2 TXism: “he’ll kick
_ __ afuneral
home” (mean horse)
proper response to
question, “Should
we move from
Texas?” (2 wds.)

4 “anything____you
need?”

9 this Preminger di-
rected TX Prentiss
in “In Harm’s Way”

10 some believe the
Marfa lights are
these (2 wds.)

11 Labor Day mo.

w

12 TXism: “fit __ _
fiddle” (healthy)

13 Axl Rose group who
played at old Texas
Stadium (3 wds.)

14 senator’s assistant

15 TXism:“let __ _°
(leave it alone)

16 TXism: “within ear
shot”

18 nat’l eavesdropper

20 lastyr.inh.s.

23 Houston Rocket
star, Elvin (init.)

24 “Texas Monthly,”
e.g. (abbr.)

25 this McDaniel was
first black Texas
Secretary of State

52 53

54 55

56

57

58

26 action of vomiting
27 TXism: “works from
cantsee _ _
see” (hard worker)
32 Texas “Only the
Lonely” singer (init.)
33 “__ Olde Shoppe”
34 first 2 init. of 25th
governor, Colquitt
36 a way to go (abbr.)

P-1611

37 expel

38 first flag over Texas

39 “Battle __ _
Jacinto”

40 forcibly pull from a
person’s grasp

41 “surfthe ___ "

43 TX Bob Wills: “__ ha,
take it away Leon”

45 this LB Darrin helped
the Cowboys win 2
Super Bowls (init.)

47 abstains from

48 TXism: “happy as _
___on Santa’s lap”

55 _ ___ gallon hat

p-m. throughout the central
portion of the city.

The event includes vendors,
a treasure maze, an outdoor
movie, and of course a visit
from Santa.

Local businesses will remain
open downtown, and many
will offer free refreshments
and activities.

For more information, see
The Community News’
Christmas Guide at www.
community-news.com/sto-
ries/christmas-2022,1180.

Weatherford Lights the
Night Parade
The Weatherford Chamber

19

H E A T H E R F O R D

LigHTs THE ONiGHT

of Commerce will pres-

ent the third annual
Weatherford Lights the
Night Parade from 6:30-
8:30 p.m. on Saturday, Dec.
3. The parade will begin at
the Weatherford ISD Ninth
Grade Center (1007 South
Main) and proceed around
the courthouse and then
west on Palo Pinto to Waco
Street.

The parade features
lighted floats, horses, the
Weatherford High School
marching band, and plenty
of fun.

For more information,
visit https://www.weather-
ford-chamber.com/cham-
ber-events/christmas-on-
the-square.html.

Read calendar
events online
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PROTECT YOUR WORLD

AUTO e HOME e LIFE  RETIREMENT

Dale Mares, AAMS
817-441-5061
126 S. Ranch house Rd., #600

Aledo

Allstate.

You're in good hands.

Auto Home Life Retirement

Insurance and discounts subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co., Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance
Co. Life insurance offered through Allstate Life Ins. Co. & Allstate Assurance Co. Northbrook, IL; and American Heritage Life Insurance Co. &
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«

Mark A. McAdams, DDS

Suite 800 » (817) 441-8003
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CPA

Trusted since 1977

Tax, Assurance,
Consulting,
Business Advisors

S. Brian Catlin, CPA Ralph Lillard, CPA
Suite 1200 - (817) 441-2600

- clc-cpa.com

126 RANCH HOUSE ROAD
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Life& Community

PARKER COUNTY

Home tour puts local history on display

Candlelight Tour of
Homes 1s Dec. 10
Staff Reports

The Community News

The Parker Country Heritage
Society will present the 39th Annual
Candlelight Tour of Homes which
showcases Weatherford’s rich his-
tory and heritage from 11 a.m. to 7
p-m. on Saturday, Dec 10.

The Parker County Heritage
Society is dedicated to the preser-
vation of local historical treasures.
The 2022 tour will highlight five
historical homes built between 1889
and 1947, featuring a wide variety

“These homes are
more than just a
place to live; they
are a living his-
tory that you can
be a part of.”

Laura Roberts, Event
Co-Chair

two Weatherford locations: the Doss
Heritage and Culture Center, 1400
Texas Drive, or the Weatherford

of homes including a Victorian style
home built in 1893 and an 1892
Queen Anne Victorian Home which
was designed for George S. and
Helen Belle White by the famous
Victorian architect George F. Barber
of Knoxville, Tennessee.

There will also be a Victorian
style farmhouse-built between 1889
- 1900 and a farmhouse-style home
built after World War II. and lastly a
lovely Tuscan style home.

In addition, the society has
added the historical Parker County
Courthouse and All Saints’ Anglican
Church, which came into existence
in July 1875.

“These homes are more than
just a place to live; they are a liv-
ing history that you can be a part
of” said Laura Roberts, Parker
County Heritage Vice President and
co-chair of this event. “They have
legacy, quirkiness, past and present
owners, unique architectural fea-
tures, and secrets.”

Adding to the tour, the Doss
Heritage and Culture Center will
have on display “Hand Crocheted
Doilies” which, according to the
Texas Crochet Heritage, tells stories

Chamber of

Commerce, 410
Fort Worth Hwy.
Tickets can also be
purchased online
at  https://www.
parkercountyheri-

Read this
story online

tagesociety.com.

CANDLELIGHT TOUR
OF HOMES

Dec.10,11a.m. -7 p.m.
Tickets: $20 per adult
$12 children

Purchase: www.parkercounty-
heritagesociety.com

of the women who created them.
There will be activities for the chil-
dren, Pioneer Cabin Park will be
open, and Santa will be at the cab-
ins from 2-4 p.m. The Chandor
Gardens grounds only will be open
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The house will
not be on the tour.

Tickets for the tour are $20 for
adults and $12 for children 12 and
younger. Tickets can be purchased at

Churches

Sundays 817-901-9455
Bible Study 8:30 AM 5050 S Hwy 5
Service 10:00 AM Aledo, TX

PCCC

Papkrr County Cowpoy CHURCH

EVERYONE WELCOME

WWW.PCCOWBOYCHURCH.ORG

WORSHIP WIIH US Al

ALEDO

united methodist church

your church since 1878

Sundays

Contemporary Service 9am
TrOdITIOHOI Service 11am

- aledoumc.org

Adult Bible Study.
"Children's JAM (K-5th)
Students@-the Quadh
Vocal and Bell Choirs

t 2 N ﬂ ILEDOI.IhrI‘FiI'I::;.
“Ook and Pecan (817) 441 8329 ‘ . |
' ] cledoumc.org @

{E)LY i
DEEMER

CATHOLIC PARISH

-2

FM 11ET

16250 Old Weatherford Road
Aledo, T'exas

For current Mass "Times visit our website at:
www.HolyRedeemerAledo.org
For more information contact the Parish Office at 817-441-3500

The Willow Park
Church of
Christ

721 Ranch House Road

Sunday Worship Assembly — 10:30 am

www.thewillowparkchurchofchrist.com

000

WILLOW PARK, TX 76008

700 WILLOW CROSSING EAST,

=D

THE

CROSSING |
Located in Downtown Aledo ™.
sunday Mornings: 9:30am small Group .~

1C:L5am Worship

T

wuwul.crossingaledo.com
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NUTRITI_O?§§
Calories: 27,
Fat:13g :  E1A e
Protein:3g THY
Carbohydrates: 38g ’

During the holidays, most of us tend to overdue it on the sweet treats and over-consume
holiday classics. From turkeys to tamales, we all have a holiday classic dish that reminds us
of home, but there is one holiday favorite everyone can agree is a staple during the holi-
days. That is the famous apple pie!l Store-bought is fine, but to test your skills and create a
personalized pie, here is a basic recipe that's almost foolproof. Not only can you modify the

recipe to fit those in your family who have allergies, but you can also determine how sweet

and how soft you want your apples.

lﬂu_ 7 berMarl revalos "
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with your fingers until crumbs form. Cover with
Saran wrap and put in the freezer

© Peel and core the Granny Smith apples. Slice
the apples into slices that are 1/8” thick and
I long. In a large mixing bowl, toss the apple
slices with the lemon zest and lemon juice.
Then, add in the 1/2 cup granulated sugar, 1/4
coconut sugar, 2 tablespoons all-purpose flour,
cinnamon and nutmeg. Toss to evenly combine.

O Take the pie crust and pour in the apple
mixture. The apples should be about 1/4"—1/2"
taller than the edge of the pie pan.

© Take the crumb topping out of the freezer Take
a knife and break up into large pieces. Then,

INGREDIENTS

® | of your favorite pie crust recipes or a pre-
made crust

® 5 large Granny Smith apples

® Zest of | lemon, about |-2 teaspoons

® Juice of half a lemon, about 2 teaspoons

® |/2 cup granulated sugar

® [/4 cup coconut sugar

® 2 tablespoons all-purpose flour

® |—|/2 teaspoons cinnamon

® |/2 teaspoon nutmeg

FORTHE CRUMBLE

® | cup rolled oats

® |/2 cup coconut sugar

® 6 tablespoons all-purpose flour

® | stick cold butter cut into small pieces

INSTRUCTIONS

© Preheat oven to 400 degrees.

@ In a medium sized mixing bowl, make the
crumble by combining all the dry crumble ingre-
dients. Toss the ingredients together to evenly
combine. Combine the cold butter into the
dry ingredients by squeezing and breaking it up

use your fingers to break into smaller crumb
pieces, using medium pressure to press into an
even layer to the pie.

O Place the pie plate on a parchment-lined
baking sheet to protect your oven if it bubbles
over. Bake at 400 degrees for 20 minutes, then
lower the oven to 350 degrees and bake for
another 35-40 minutes, or until the crumb
topping is golden and the pie is bubbling.

@ Allow it to cool at room temperature uncov-
ered. Serve at room temperature. Serve with
ice cream or whipped cream.

Cirra

N ETW ORKS

@

HIGH SPEED INTERNET
SPEEDING IS ENCOURAGED

(817) 259-1100 | www.cirranet.net

Looking for
the Top Dog?

It’s a local call «click »

e-mail!

817-441-7661 » www.community-news.com

Parker County’s only locally-owned newspaper
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COMMON
REASONS FOR
HVAC FAILURE

IS YOUR SYSTEM

Debris Around the Unit READY THIS SEASON?

Heatpumps require approximately 18-24" of
breathing room.

CALL 682-999-6062
TODAY!

Improper Installation
This can reduce efficiency by 30%.

Lack of Maintenance
Regular maintenance can increase a

system’s life 5-6 years.

Heating and
Air Conditioning

Maint Plans &
Fmane(lzllrr]lg rg;?tf(?ns i\r\];llable W MSE:gPéANI;IéCAL

Veteran Owned & Family Operated v
com TACLAG7709E

Improper Sizing
This causes strain on a

system’s equipment,
which will decrease
the life of

; Aledo Graduate - Class of ‘96
tlle unit.

www.jwmechanicalsystems.

H

CREILEBRATTI
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STOCKYARDS STYLE!?

SANTA'S GRAND ARRIVAL PARADE
& TREE LIGHTING

NOVEMBER 25

Q2
(73N

STOCKYARDS RODEO RINK | =
OPENS NOVEMBER 25

Tickets are on sale now!

Q2
(3N}

(COWBOY SANTA'S CABIN PHOTOS

NOVEMBER 25-DECEMBER 24

Q2
(3N

CHRISTMAS IN THE STOCKYARDS PARADE

DECEMBER 3

Q2
o

12 DAYS OF HOTEL DROVER

DECEMBER 13-24

Q2
(3N

LEGENDS "COUNTRY CHRISTMAS" CONCERTS

DECEMBER 21-22

PUBLIC
IMPROVEMENT
DISTRICT #11

021

®

HOTEL DROVER"

@vrowi (GrsET™

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

FOR INFORMATION AND TICKETS VISIT FORTWORTHSTOCKYARDS.COM

Fort Worth

STOCKYARDS

DISTRICT

131 E. EXCHANGE AVENUE
FORT WORTH, TX 76164

©2022 STOCKYARDS HERITAGE DEVELOPMENT CO.

@ © @STOCKYARDSSTATION

NATIONAL HISTO!

O @FWSYSTATION
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TexSCAN Week of
Nov. 20-26, 2022

ACREAGE

AFFORDABLE LAND. We have some of the best in
Texas. Hill Country — Edwards, McCulloch, Schleicher,
Coke, Val Verde counties, free ranging exotics. South
Texas — Kinney, Duval, Live Oak counties - whitetail,
hogs. Trans Pecos, Terrell, Val Verde — whitetail,
javelina, quail. 30 year fixed rate financing, 5% down.
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

AUCTION

2-Day Firearms Auction — Live & Online. December
2nd, 2 p.m. & December 3rd, 10 a.m. 1,000+
Firearms Lots. Military, Sporting & Modern Firearms,
www.montroseauction.com, 478-376-4559. GAL 2006

45th Annual Cattleman Bull & Female Sale
12:00 Noon, Jan. 21, 2023, El Campo Livestock
Exchange, El Campo, Texas. 100 bulls, 250 females,
cattlemansale.com.

EVENT

Palacios Downtown Christmas — Fri., Dec. 2,
4-8 p.m., The Palacios, Texas Downtowners are hosting
A Downtown Christmas. Cookie crawl, Christmas
pageant, lighted bike parade, turkey giveaway, door
prizes, shopping, food and much more. Chamber’s free
seaside holiday event on Dec. 3.

Christmas in Comfort—Nov. 26, 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Live
music, food, gifts, Santa Land, lighted night parade,
fireworks. 830-995-3131, www.comfort-texas.com.

Log Homes — Pay only the balance owed. Just
Released: American Log Homes is assisting estate
& account settlement on houses. Log Home kits
selling for balance owed, free delivery. Model
#101 Carolina, bal. $17,000; Model #203 Georgia,
bal. $19,950; Model #305 Biloxi, bal. $14,500;
Model #403 Augusta, bal. $16,500. View plans
at www.americanloghomesandcabins.com;
704-368-4528.

GENERATORS

Prepare for power outages today witha GENERAC
home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low
Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE
Quote. Call now before the next power outage:
1-855-704-8579.

VACATION

Costa Rica $995 — 9 Day Tour, with all meals, all
hotels, all activities. Choose a guided tour in Costa Rica,
Panama, Guatemala, Mexico. Caravan, fully guided
tours since 1952. Caravan.com, 1-800-CARAVAN.

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility
with the compact design and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals addressed to Cresson Crossroads MUD No. 2 for
Paving, Grading, Drainage, Water and Sanitary Sewer Improvements
to serve Rio Vista Phase |, Parker County, Texas will be received at
the office of Barron-Stark Engineers, 6221 Southwest Boulevard, Fort
Worth, Texas 76132 until

12:00 Noon, Friday December 9th, 2022

And publicly opened. Bids must be mailed or delivered to the place
of opening prior to the time stated above. Any bidder desiring an
electronic copy of the proposal form and bid documents should email
their request to mariaf@barronstark.com.

The Proposal (s) shall be for the furnishing of all labor, materials, and
equipment for performing all work required for the construction of the
Paving, Grading, Drainage, Water & Sanitary Sewer Improvements,
for Rio Vista Phase 1.

A performance bond, payment bond, and maintenance bond in the
amount of not less than one hundred percent (100%) of the contract
price, conditioned upon the faithful performance of the contract and
upon payment of all persons supplying labor or furnishing materials
WILL be required by the Cresson Crossroads MUD No. 2.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network

221 Participating Texas Newspapers * Regional Ads

Start At $250 « Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We

urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all bids and waive any
or all irregularities. No bid may be withdrawn until the expiration of
sixty (60) days from the date bids are opened.

Barron-Stark Engineers, LP

TEXAS PRESS ASSOCIATION

MEMBER
2022

Choose a Guided Tour +tax fees

CostaRica

Costa Rica 9days %995
Panama 8days %995
9 Day Tour. $ Guatemala 8days %995
Includes All Meals, Mexico
All Hotels, and All Activities. - Ancient Civ. 9days %995
-C C 8 days $1295
Hike in jungle rainforests, view Bo;l)i)er anyon e -
: : ; “Brilliant, .
volcanoes, soak in hot springs, cruise Affordable Pricing” >

biological reserves and relax on tropical
ocean beaches. Join the smart shoppers
and experienced travelers.

Arthur Frommer,
Travel Editor

Caravan

Fully Guided Tours Since 1952

1-800-CARAVAN
Caravan.com

NEEm Puzzle NOTICE OF PUBLIC
oS Solution HEARING BEFORE THE
MLDIOGS QS‘H’;@ ANNETTA SOUTH CITY
‘EMMETﬁoﬁiggP AgEEQR COUNCIL
TH] Al Y[M[O[W| T[R]Y[O[N L .
RIE[C[OMR |0 S|C[O[E[B/R|OW|N Notice is hereby given that
A|S|A|R|A[T|U|PIA O|F|R|E|D . . .
N[ T[H|E|S[A[M[E Ass:zgs_,r the City Council of the City of
y ol Annetta South, Texas will hold
HAS a public hearing at a mesting
WE that begins at 7:00 p.m. on
S|S|N
L'i sen Tuesday, December 6, 2023 at

New Faith Baptist Church, 3303
W. FM 5, Aledo, Texas 76008.

At such times and place, the
Council will hear and take
action on the City of Annetta
South 2023 Budget.

Citizens are invited to attend
and participate in the public
hearing.

MEMBER 2022

TEXAS PRESS
ASSOCIATION

For more information, you
may contact cityofannetta-
south@gmail.com.

Looking for
the Top Dog?

It’s a local call -
click - e-mail!

817-441-7661 « www.community-news.com
rkeck@community-news.com
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Parker County’s only locally-owned newspaper
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Holly Green, Owner
10943 S FM 1187 Road
Fort Worth, Texas 76126

BRELICO

ROOFING

“You Jingle...We Shingle™”

817.441.6973

service@brettcoroofing.com

HEARING
CARE CENTER

4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702

Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre

Phone: 817.263.1971

PPELL

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com

€ ae®
e

LANCE NORMAN ROOFING

* COMPOSITION SHINGLES
* WOOD SHINGLES

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL * NEW ROOFS « REROOFS

Insurance Claims Handled * REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 - mobile (817) 996-2726

Megan Hendricks
Director of Operations

www.doylemoss.com
Email: megan@doylemoss.com

Moss
INSURANCE
GROUP

705 N. FM 1187
PO Box 967
Aledo, TX 76008
Tel: 817-441-9053
Fax: 817-441-7145

Office: 817-565-4658
Talk and text 817-771-9661

ROSS GUTTERS

In Business Since 1995
5 & 6 Inch Seamless Gutters * Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial « New & Repair
FREE SPLASH BLOCKS FOR A LIMITED TIME

Thousands of Lifelong Customers.

BILLY HARRIS ROOFING

Same Name & Number Since 1973

s,

81 7- 249 - 3 3 38 Same Crews Since 1992

With the same name and number since 1973, Billy Harris Roofing is here before, during and after the Texas
storms. Billy Harris Roofing has had the same crews since 1992 which has paved the way to 10 consecutive
Angie’s List Super Service Awards since 2006. Billy Harris Roofing prides itself on quality... not quantity!
Give the experts a call today and find out for yourself why thousands of life-long customers
have put their trust in Billy Harris Roofing « 817-249-3338 « www.billyharris-roofing.com

TRACTOR MOW

NG SERVICES
[ |

1 1 'I'l., il - il

CALEEB W, COX
8

A
1 7-980-2709

DRAKE
ELECTRICAL
SERVICES L.L.C.

817-441-8633

* « NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS - *

\ HiD

Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

(817) 249-2028

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t
Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

Ken Hartman, Proprietor

Vanity Tops
Whirlpool Tubs

Tubs
Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE

2927 Greenlee Park Trail
Weatherford,

Natural Granite ¢ Solid Surface ¢ Silestone

Texas 76088

817-341-8970

RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL
SERVICE AND REPAIR « LICENSED & INSURED
TECL #19987

THE

ComMuNITY NEWS

PO. Box 1031, Aledo, TX « 817-441-7661
www.community-news.com

For info about advertising on the
Business Card Page, call 817-441-7661.
WWw.community-news.com

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS®

Financial Advisor

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100

Aledo, TX 76008

Bus. 817-441-4108 » Fax 800-656-0301
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

We have lots of room
for your stuff!

1515 E. FM 1187 - Aledo, Texas - 817-504-7662
Call for availability - Boat & RV parking - $50
10x10 $65 « 10x20 $95 » 10x30 $140

KIMBERLY MEYER,

ABR, CRS, GRI

- REALTOR®
CBOL‘S:'(VSQ‘ L el 817) 929-0347
REALTY kimberly.meyer@cbdfw.com

5924 Convair Drive #420
Fort Worth, TX 76109

www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer

Operated by a subsidary
@ of NRT, LLC

Global Luxury Specialist
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Capital Highlights

Legislators begin filing

bills ahead of session

Gary Borders

gborders@texaspress.com

Texas legislators are off to the races, filing
more than 850 bills on Monday, the first day of
filing season for the 88th session, which begins
Jan. 10.

The Austin American-Statesman reported
the potential laws, constitutional amendments
and propositions address everything from prop-
erty taxes to border security, access to guns,
abortion, education, and health care.

Thousands more bills will be filed prior to
the March 10 deadline. Gov. Greg Abbott, Lt.
Gov. Dan Patrick, and House Speaker Dade
Phelan have not yet announced their legislative
priorities.

Property tax relief is likely to be a top item,
given past remarks from the state’s leaders.
With a hefty state surplus of $27 billion pre-
dicted, two bills would carve into that surplus to
reduce property taxes.

Other topics drawing proposed legislation:

- Democrats have filed a bevy of bills to
increase gun safety and limit access to certain
firearms.

- Eight Democratic state senators filed a bill
that would create exceptions to the state’s abor-
tion ban in the case of rape or incest, as well as
additional medical exceptions.

- Legalizing gambling will again be before the
Legislature, as it has the past several sessions.

- Another Democratic measure would expand
Medicaid benefits for women both before and
after birth.

DACA recipients urge quick con-

gressional action

A number of recipients of the Obama-
era program known as Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) are urging Congress
to act during the lame duck session to give them
permanent protection against deportation.

The Texas Standard reported Austin accoun-
tant Edilsa Lopez was one of several recipients
who met with Congressional leaders to

Tremors from the earthquake were felt in
both San Antonio and Austin.

State now busing migrants to

Philadelphia

The City of Brotherly love is the latest recip-
ient of migrants being bused from Texas border
communities, the Texas Tribune reported. The
first bus arrived in Philadelphia last Wednesday.

“Since April, Texas’ busing strategy has suc-
cessfully provided much-needed relief to our
border communities overwhelmed by the his-
toric influx of migrants caused by President
Biden’s reckless open border policies,” Abbott
said.

Texas has been sending busloads of migrants
to Washington, D.C., Chicago, and New York
in an attempt to pressure Biden to stiffen his
immigration policies.

Philadelphia Mayor Jim Kenney said the city
welcomed the migrants and has been preparing
for their possible arrival since summer.

“As a proud welcoming city, we will greet
our newly arrived neighbors with dignity and
respect,” said Kenney.

Safe driving urged during holiday

season

The Texas Department of Public
Transportation is urging holiday season motor-
ists to exert caution and to especially not drink
and drive.

The state saw 48,641 traffic crashes during
the holiday season from Dec.1, 2021, to Jan.
1, 2022, with 433 fatalities and 1,695 serious
injuries. Nearly a quarter of those deaths -
23% — were related to drunk drivers, according
to TxDOT.

“Get together with family and friends and
have a great time, but please find an alterna-
tive way home if you choose to drink,” Marc
Williams, TxDOT executive director, said. “You
have many options available.”

Those options include a designated sober
driver, calling a taxi or rideshare service, public
transportation, or just staying put.

Fed funds sought after North

Texas storms
Abbott has requested a disaster dec-
laration from the U.S. Small Business
Administration for Northeast Texas counties
that were hit by severe weather and tornadoes
earlier this month.

tell their stories and urge them to adopt
such legislation.
Nearly 600,000 children who were

An SBA disaster declaration would
make federal funds available for resi-
dents and business owners in Lamar,

brought here by parents who are not Morris, Bowie, Camp, Cass, Delta,
U.S. citizens are protected under DACA, ik Fannin, Marion, Red River, Titus, and
while another 400,000 are eligible but Read this Upshur counties.

have been stymied from enrolling by | story online The program, if approved by the

legal challenges.

“This is my third time in D.C. fly-
ing to meet with congressmen from both sides
of the aisle and they just keep on talking and
talking,” said Diego Corzo, 32, of Austin. “I think
it’s time that they finally put an importance to
find a solution — a long-term solution — for the
DACA recipients, for the Dreamers, so that we
stop living in limbo.”

RRC inspectors sent to Reeves
County after quake

The Texas Railroad Commission sent inspec-
tors to Reeves County in West Texas Thursday
after the area was rocked with a 5.4 magni-
tude earthquake near its border with Culberson
County. The agents are examining disposal
activity at injection wells in the area.

SBA, would provide long-term, low-in-
terest loans to qualifying persons who
sustained damage and losses.

COVID-19 cases rise slightly

The number of new cases of COVID-19
during the past week in Texas rose to 13,104, with
57 deaths reported by the Coronavirus Resource
Center at Johns Hopkins University. Cases of
lab-confirmed COVID-19 hospitalizations in
the state stayed steady at 993, according to
the Texas Department of State Health Services.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-winning Texas
Jjournalist. He published a number of commu-
nity newspapers in Texas during a 30-year
span, including in Longview, Fort Stockton,
Nacogdoches, and Cedar Park. Email: gborders@
texaspress.com.
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Slings&Arrows

For starters, let’s try
settmg better examples

Randy Keck

rkeck@community-news.com

On Nov. 4 the Aledo Ladycats’ volleyball
team traveled to Bridgeport for the area
championship game against Argyle.

Aside from the match itself, there was
one troubling incident that has been on my
mind lately as we leave one set of elections
and brace for another presidential election
in two years.

The Bridgeport gym is set up much like
Aledo’s. The fan section is somewhat higher
than the gym floor, and there is a railing at
the front of the fan section overlooking the
gym.

During that match, Aledo students were
gathered at Aledo’s end of the gym, cheer-
ing on and encouraging the Ladycats.

On the opposite side of the gym, stu-
dents from Argyle were also gathered at
Aledo’s end of the gym, shouting insults
and disparaging remarks, and in general
attempting to disrupt the Ladycats’ play.

At one point they became so loud and
obnoxious that the officials stopped the
match and made them move to their own
end of the gym.

Now you may think this is a column to
decry the behavior of the students from
Argyle, and while it was negative and unac-
ceptable behavior, I have a larger purpose.

I don’t necessarily blame the kids for
their behavior. Ultimately, of course, they
are old enough to be responsible for their
own behavior.

But in another sense, should we really
be surprised?

The politics in our country has
become so angry and divided, and
the rhetoric so heated, that many
in our country now see opponents
as enemies and, by extension, oppo-
nents as evil.

Should it really surprise us that
kids are acting out in much the same man-
ner they see displayed over and over on TV,
social media, and other forums?

When presidential campaigns and
debates degenerate into fifth-grade-level
taunting and name-calling, should we be
shocked that kids at one school (the “good
guys”) might behave the same way toward
students at another school (the “bad guys”)?

In an era when political candidates
completely throw their principles out the
window, and say and do things they know
to be wrong simply for the sake of win-
ning, does it not make sense that, at the
high school level, winning becomes more
important than sportsmanship?

Politics has always had bad actors, but
social media now has the power to magnify
negativity millions of times over.

When once Democrats and Republicans
could hang up their differences and meet
socially after fiercly debating issues in
Congress or the Senate, it is now unaccept-
able for a Democrat to be seen talking to a
Republican, and vice-versa.

Somehow Republican politicians have
forgotten that Democrats are the opposi-
tion, not the enemy. And Democrats have
forgotten that Republicans are the opposi-
tion, not the enemy.

Now it’s personal. Now each side sees
the other not just as the enemy, but as evil,
and in the end our country swings back and
forth as voters get disgusted with one and
then the other in a seemingly never-ending
cycle.

Somewhere the reasons we become
Republicans and Democrats got lost,
replaced with a more tribal identity.

And it’s not good for the country. And
its not a good example for our kids.

Looking back at my childhood, “hey,
batter-batter-batter” seems so tame in
comparison to the jeers and catcalls I heard
in Bridgeport.

It is imperative for our system of gov-
ernment that we learn to get along, and it
is imperative for the development of our
youth that we set a better example
and at least attempt to understand
each other.

Perhaps if you are a Fox News
watcher, you should try a week of
MSNBC, and vice-versa.

Or better yet, don’t watch either.

We don’t all have to agree, but
we do need to understand that those with
whom we disagree are not evil. They just
have another opinion.

The Community News

SUBSCRIBE

Mail subscriptions are $29 per year in
Parker and Tarrant Counties; $37 per

year elsewhere. Subscribe at

www.community-news.com/sub-

scribe. Receive our e-version, print
version, or both all for the same price.

SUBMIT STORIES,

PHOTOS OR IDEAS

should include a telephone number
in case we have questions. Letters
are due by Monday at noon for that
week’s paper. Community announce-
ments, achievements and obituaries
are due by noon Friday for the follow-
ing week’s paper. Send submissions
to news@community-news.com.

Photos submitted should include
names of the people in the pho-

We're always on the lookout for story
ideas. To share one, call Randy Keck
at 817-441-7661, ext. 207 or email

news@community-news.com. Please
provide the basic story information
as well as contact information in
case we have questions.

Mail: PUBLISHER/EDITOR
P.O. Box 1031, Aledo, TX 76008 Randy Keck - rkeck@community-news.com
Physical: DIRECTOR OF BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
1015 Champions Drive, Aledo, TX Loydale Schmid - Ischmid@community-news.com
Phone:
CIRCULATION
817-441-7661 - (Fax) 817-441-5419 _ _
Web Barbara Russell - business@community-news.com
en:
www.community-news.com BILLING
Aff|||at|ons billing@community-news.com
» National Newspaper
Association CONTRIBUTORS
» Texas Press Association
* North and East Texas Press
Association
+ West Texas Press Association News Photography
« East Parker County Chamber Rick Mauch Christopher Amos

of Commerce
* Weatherford Chamber of
Commerce

Kristin Morales

We welcome letters, articles and
guest opinions from our readers.
Opinions expressed in this newspa-
per will be labeled as opinions, edito-
rials or letters, and do not necessar-
ily reflect the opinions of the owner-
ship. Letters should be signed, and
limited to approximately 300 words.
All submissions to the newspaper

tograph. For ease in submitting
photographs electronically, visit our
contact form at community-news.
com/contacts.

The Community News does not charge
for timely wedding, engagement and
birth announcements provided they

are of reasonable length. Lengthy
announcements will either be edited to
areasonable length or, at the discretion
of the person submitting the announce-
ment, be charged a fee. The deadline
for submitting announcements is noon
Friday for the following week's paper.
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At Brookshire’s the people make the difference

If you ask store manag-
er Mark Laudenheimer what
makes Brookshire’s in Willow
Park special, he will say it’s the
people.

“It's our people that really
make us glow;” Laudenheimer
said. “Everybody has a good
attitude, and nowadays that’s
hard to find.

The store has a mix of
experienced, friendly staff,
but Brookshire’s also provides
many employment opportuni-
ties for local students, providing
them with income and valuable
experience.

Laudenheimer said it makes
a difference that Brookshire’s is
a Texas company.

“We've tried to give our cli-
entele what they want,” he said,
“and staying on the cutting edge
in the grocery business and
bringing things that most other
grocery stores don’t have.”

Brookshire’s has enhanced
the grocery shopping experience
locally with recent major upgrades
to the store, including a new bar
with big-screen televisions.

“Its a bar patio, we have
beer and wine youre able to
have a glass of wine while you
shop, or you can sit up at the bar
or on the patio and have a drink
and do your shopping, or take
a break from your shopping or

just come up and grab appetiz-
ers,” Laudenheimer said.

Recently the store had a
crawfish boil on the patio, and
future events will have addi-
tional activities.

Another recent addition to
the store is aged beef.

“I think there’s only a few
places around where you can
get aged beef]” Laudenheimer
said. “We’ll cut whatever you
want. If you want the whole
thing or just want a steak, tell
them what size you want and
they’ll take it out, cut it, and
clean it up”

The deli department has
also seen new additions like
dinner and salad Kkits.

“That department is always
changing with demand,”
Laudenheimer said.

Laudenheimer has been
with Brookshire’s for more
than 25 years. He came to the
Willow Park store about a year
ago. Before that he was at the
Azle store for 12 years, and he
had a history of community
involvement, receiving Azle’s
“Citizen of the Year” award
shortly before moving to the
Willow Park Store.

That local involvement car-
ries over to the Willow Park
store, where Brookshire’s has

worked with the Center of Hope,
Tarrant Area Food Bank, and
the Aledo ISD among others.

Of course, when grocery
shopping, the main thing
you want is groceries, and
Brookshire’s has a wide selec-
tion not only of staples, but at
its meat and seafood counter,
deli, and bakery.

You can drop off your pre-
scription at the pharmacy and
have it filled while you shop,
and you can also drop off your
dry cleaning and laundry, or
order a specially decorated cake
from Penny in the bakery.

Or, you can order online
and pick up your groceries
curbside.

And, in this age of high
gas prices, your purchases
add up for discounts on gas at
Brookshire’s at the fuel center
on the west side of the store.

But at Brookshire’s, the big
difference is still the people and
the service. They’ll help you find
what youre looking for, get you
just the right cut of meat, and take
your groceries out to your car
when you're finished shopping.

Brookshire’s is located at
the corner of Interstate 20 and
Ranch House Road in Willow
Park. Call 817-441-5980 or visit
https://www.brookshires.com/
stores/willow-park-97/6423.

Brookshire's

CURBSIDE

Online Ordering & Pickup

Skip the lines, not the service,
with your personal shopper.

www.brookshires.com
(817) 441-5980
5118 E 1-20 Service Rd S
Willow Park, TX
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817-296-2880

nnu#urupu
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(behind Home Depot)

Weatherford
682-262-1370
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Bearcats to face unbeaten old nemesis

Aledo, Midlothian
square off on Friday

By Rick Mauch
The Community News

Here we go again — the Aledo
Bearcats are facing an opponent
who is expected to give them a chal-
lenge as they continue the quest for
an 11th state championship.

And now, Aledo (10-2) hits
the road again to take on — you
guessed it — their biggest task of
the season when they meet the
Midlothian Panthers (12-0) in a
Class 5A Division I regional semi-
final Friday at 6 p.m. at Midlothian
ISD Stadium.

“We started off so poorly. We
didn’t play good early. I understand
why people think a 12-0 team could
give us problems,” Aledo coach
Tim Buchanan said. “And they are
a very good team on both sides of
the ball” e = 2 . =

Of course, folks in Midlothian : e e & — ¥
are likely saying the same thing — : : - -
about the Bearcats, who, clearly,
are not the same team that started
the season with losses to Dallas
Parish Episcopal (24-17 on the
road) and Denton Guyer (44-14)
at home. Episcopal is the top-
ranked private school in the state
and Guyer is one of the top con-
tenders for the Class 6A Division
IT championship.

After that 0-2 start, the first
in Buchanan’s history as a head
coach, Aledo has been unstoppa-
ble. And while most might think

MERCEDES MAYER/ALEDO ISD

LEFT: Junior running back Davhon Keys crosses the goal line for one of his two touchdowns. | RIGHT: Aledo quarterback Hauss Hejny ran for 192 yards
and two touchdowns against the Pirates.

Welcome back

Buchanan said cornerback Chris
Johnson and guard Carter Campbell
are expected to return to play this
week. Like most any team still in the
playoffs, the Bearcats are nursing a
few lumps.

convincingly, Buchanan isn’t expect-
ing similar results this time, though
he does believe his team can win by
following a simple game plan.
“Defensively, we’ll have to play
fundamental football. It’s a simple
plan, but it’s not easy to do,” he said.
“Tackle when you’ve got to tackle.
Sounds easy, but you still have to do

no one told the Bearcats the game
was supposed to be close as they
coasted to a 37-0 victory.

And last week’s game against
Lubbock Cooper in Sweetwater
matched Aledo with another team
used to making deep playoff runs
in recent seasons. Again, each team
had the same record (9-2), but that
proved to be pretty much the only

winning streak on the line for Aledo.
The Bearcats returned home with a
64-21 victory, handing the Spartans
their lone defeat in a dozen games.

Then came a visit to another
perennial power, Denton Ryan, a
game folks had circled on their cal-
endars ever since the UIL put them
in the same district in February.
Aledo returned home with a 35-21

“If youre not battered and
bruised after 12 games, you ain’t

a team with nine state champi-
onships and a runner-up finish
since 2009 has nothing to prove,
there was still a sense of doing so,
nonetheless.

And that’s exactly what they’ve
been doing time and again.

First was a road trip to Burleson
Centennial with a 108-game district

win that clinched the District 3-5A

Division I championship.

from the outset for a 45-21 win.

Bi-district brought on Killeen

Shoemaker, believed to be the
Bearcats’ biggest first-round test in
many years. The Wolves came in
with an identical 8-2 record out of
a tough 4-5A Division 1. Apparently,

Looks familiar

similarity as the Bearcats controlled

The Bearcats will face an offense
in Midlothian similar to the one they
saw against Burleson Centennial.
And while Aledo won that game

it when you're in that situation.

“Offensively, we have to be able
to spread the ball around, utilize all
of our weapons.”

Midlothian brings a stronger
passing game than Centennial,
though Buchanan noted the
Spartans have improved in that cat-
egory since their loss to the Bearcats.

playing,” Buchanan said.

Close series

While many of the games were
long before Buchanan arrived on the
scene, Midlothian leads the all-time
series 6-4, one of only a few teams to

Turn to BEARCATS, page B3

Hejny finally living dream as Bearcats QB

By Rick Mauch

The Community News

Hauss Hejny admits that
even as he was playing football
elsewhere, his dream was to be
the starting quarterback for the
Aledo Bearcats and lead them to
a state championship.

While the latter has yet to be
done, the Bearcats are among
this season’s favorites to win
the Class 5A Division I title —
their 11th state championship in
school history — and the junior
signal caller has emerged as a
leading reason why.

“Most of my buddies live
here, a lot of my peewee foot-
ball buddies live here,” Hejny
said, explaining his decision to
return to Aledo after spendings
grades 2 through 9 at All Saints
Episcopal School in Fort Worth.

“We made a decision to come
back last year. I just felt inside
this is where I wanted to be and

where I wanted to play, no disre-
spect to All Saints.”

Hejny found success at All
Saints, working his way onto the
varsity as a freshman. But all
the while, since he still lived in
Aledo, he saw his friends on the
Bearcats continuing a tradition
of adding large trophies to the
school’s case.

Hejny has played quarterback
since the second grade.

“There wasn’t a whole lot of
throwing back then. I was faster
than everybody, so I was a run-
ning quarterback,” he said.

Which he still is, as witness
by his rushing for over 700
yards in the regular season this
year. However, he’s developed
into quite a passer as well, with
more than 1,200 yards and 13
touchdowns opposite just three
interceptions.

And while he has always had
great respect for the receivers
who catch his passes, it’s even

more so after he spent his first
season back as a receiver in 2021.
With senior Brayden Fowler-
Nicolosi at quarterback, Hejny
switched positions and bided his
time until he got the chance to
compete for the starting job.

In the meantime, he was the
second-leading receiver on the
Bearcats with 26 catches for 648
yards and seven touchdowns. His
average of 58.9 yards per game
was tops on the team.

“It wasn’t that hard an adjust-
ment. I'd played around in the
backyard catching passes,” Hejny
said. “The only thing I had to get
used to was catching the ball and
running.

“I did a lot of running, espe-
cially in practice. Practice as a
receiver is gruesome.”

The experience also left Hejny
with a better understanding
of what receivers are expect-
ing from him. And he believes

Turn to HEJNY, page B2
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Hauss Hejny (8) and teammates celebrate following a Bearcat victory.
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HEJNY

from page Bl

receivers have greater respect for him, know-
ing he’s been in their shoes.

“As a quarterback you might think after an
incompletion, ‘If he’d just ran the route deep-
er, but now I realize that he might not be at
full speed for whatever reason, maybe he just
ran a long route before,” Hejny said.

Varsity Quarterback

The start to Hejny’s varsitv career at quar-
terback was tough with an
0-2 start and losses at Dallas
Parish Episcopal and home
to Denton Guyer. However,
since, the Bearcats won
eight straight district games
to extend their national-re-
cord district winning streak
to 111 and capture the 3-5A
Division I championship.

“I think I came in way too
hyped up. I wasn’t comfort-
able in the pocket,” Hejny
said of the first two games.
“‘I'm just thankful to the
coaches for sticking with me.

“Going into the Northwest
game (the third game and
district opener), I told myself the pressure’s
off. I'm going to have trust in the game plan
and my abilities, trust in the offensive line,
receivers and coaches. I just let loose a little
bit.”

The result was a 49-20 victory in which
Hejny was 10-for-14 for 139 yards with a
touchdown and no interceptions. From there

“The players all
like him, believe
in him, and are
completely behind
him. He’s earned
the complete

respect of every
one of them and
all the coaches.”

he consistently got better, getting ready for
what would be the Bearcats’ two biggest games
of the regular season, both on the road against
opponents who were a serious threat to end
their record district run.

Behind their leader, the Bearcats slammed
Burleson Centennial on the Spartans’ home
turf, 64-21. A week later they went to Denton
and defeated Ryan 35-21 in a matchup folks
had circled on their calendars since the
University Interscholastic League moved the
two powerhouses into the same district back
in February.

In those two games
Hejny had a com-
bined 23-of-27 passing
for 423 yards with five
touchdowns and one
interception. He also
rushed for 308 yards and
four TD in the two wins.

Bearcats head coach
Tim Buchanan said
Hejny’s turnaround from
the start of the season to
the hero he has become
is the epitome of under-
standing that the work
to constantly improve is
never done.

“Hauss worked hard
to get better and he’s still working hard to
improve. The players all like him, believe in
him, and are completely behind him. He’s
earned the complete respect of every one of
them and all the coaches” Bearcats head coach
Tim Buchanan said.

Tim Buchanan

“Going into the Centennial and Ryan
games I said this will prove we are a very
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Aledo quarterback Hauss Hejny ran for 192
yards and two touchdowns against the Pirates.

BRELEIGH MAYER/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Hauss Hejny and Caleb Pope celebrate follow-
ing a touchdown.

good football team, I
can prove I'm good,”
Hejny said. “It
was definitely eye
opening.”

While the
Centennial game
was pretty much
a blowout, Ryan
had the game
tied at 21 in the
fourth quar-
ter before Hejny
threw a 24-yard
touchdown pass
to his top receiver,
Jalen Pope. Then,
after a blocked
extra-point kick
still left things
a bit nervous
with more than
seven minutes
to play, Hejny
squelched
any hope of a
Raiders rally
when he burst
free down the sidelines
for 86 yards and the end
zone.

-

“When we were tied
at 21 and were in the
huddle I was thinking,
‘What a great position to
be in. I'm the quarterback
for Aledo,” Hejny said.
“We've been working for
this since last offseason.

“I think it helped trust-
ing God and what he has
planned for me as well.”

As for his long run, Hejny
said, “I saw a hole and
our offensive line
did a great job. Our
receivers  blocked
their butts off. Their
(Ryan’s) linebacker Anthony
Hill, he’s incredibly fast, but I told myself, Tm
not letting this dude catch me. I felt his hands
on my heels and I knew he dove, and that’s
when I said, ‘T got this.”

Teammate Skyler Frank said that play
— and some others by his quarterback this
season — left him in awe.

“Everybody knows he has wheels like that.

Give him space and he’ll make the play,” Frank
said.

Every quarterback has their favorite
receiver, and for Hejny that is Pope. The
Hejny-to-Pope connection has developed into
a dangerous tandem. In those two key wins
Pope caught 13 passes for 211 yards and three

touchdowns.

“Even throughout 7-on-7 he was
my No. 1 guy. He gets open and I

can always count on him,” Hejny
said. “He says, ‘Dude, trust me,
I can make plays. And he
always does.

“Teams are so wor-
ried about Jalen, it
allows me to spread it
around.”

Family Talent

Hejny has two little

brothers, Beau is a fifth-grader
at All Saints and plays quar-

terback at the peewee level.

“He’s a great passer. He’s
throwing dimes,” Hejny said.
“He’s going to be better than

El

me.

Youngest brother Jett,

age 6, is in
his first year
of peewee
football, but
ironically is
not a quar-
terback
— yet.

“He’ll be
a linebacker —
until his mindset changes,” Hejny said with a
laugh.

Whether they follow in their big brother’s
footsteps and return to play at Aledo remains
to be seen. In the meantime, Hejny hopes
and his teammates can make the legacy even
more attractive to them with another ultimate
trophy.

“There’s an expectation of perfection

in the weight room, on the
field, practice, the classroom,
watching film, all through-
out the program,” Hejny said.
“Even in youth football you're
expected to win the Super
Bowl. All of that is what drew
me back.

“And the support of this
community is awesome. I couldn’t be happi-
er being the quarterback of this team.”

Read this
story online
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B E AR c ATs Aledo had little trouble with the bidistrict and Amarillo 56-28 in

Wolves, 37-0 at home, in their play- area.
from page B1 off opener. Midlothian offense: The Panthers

have a series advantage over the
Bearcats. Since Buchanan’s arrival,
however, Aledo has won their only
two meetings, 48-29 in 2018 and
34-28 in overtime in 2019, both dis-
trict games.

Buchanan has only faced the
Panthers once before as the 2018
victory was coached by Steve Wood.

Over the years the series has
seen some very close games, includ-
ing the 2019 contest that almost
ended Aledo’s now national-record
111-game district winning streak.
Other close games in the series, all
Midlothian wins, were 8-7 in 1947,
14-13 in 1948 and 3-0 in 1979.

In all, Aledo has outscored
Midlothian 160-158 all-time and
each team has posted two shutouts.

This will be the first meeting
between the teams in the postseason.

Postseason (near)

perfection

In their two postseason victories,
the Bearcats have yet to turn the ball
over. They’ve also committed just a
pair of five-yard penalties, almost
completing the win over Cooper
without one before being flagged in
the final minute.

Defensively, they’ve taken the ball
away three times. They’ve also shut
down the run against Shoemaker
(minus 28 yards on 19 carries) and
the pass against Cooper (12 yards on
two completions).

Third/fourth-down

success

Converting third and fourth
downs are clutch to any team com-
peting for a championship, and the
Bearcats are doing what needs to be
done on both sides of the ball.

Offensively, Aledo is 12-0f-22 on
third downs in the postseason. They
are also 4-of-6 on fourth down.

On defense, the Bearcats have
limited their two playoff opponents
to 4-0f-20 on third down and 3-of-7
on fourth.

“Honestly, this week were going
to have to be better than that,’
Buchanan said. “We cannot have
negative plays.”

Common opponents

The Bearcats and Panthers have
a pair of common foes this season,
Shoemaker and Justin Northwest.
Each posted a pair of wins against
them.

Aledo won 49-20 at Northwest
to open district play.

Time to start another

streak

Two weeks ago Aledo won its
27th consecutive bi-district game
dating to 1996. Last week they
extended to 10 a streak of area-
round victories.

However, last season’s 33-28
loss to Dallas South Oak in the
third round ended a streak of eight
consecutive seasons in which the
Bearcats reached at least the state
semifinals. The streak included state
championships in 2013-14, 2016 and
2018-20, with a state runner-up fin-
ish in 2017.

South Oak CIliff went on to win
the state championship. In 12 of the
past 13 seasons either the Bearcats
or the team that eliminated them
won state, the only exception being
Mansfield Lake Ridge, who elimi-
nated them in the state semifinals in
2015 and finished as state runner-up.

Midlothian, meanwhile, would
match its deepest playoff run since
Doug Wendel became head coach
in 2015. The Panthers were 8-5 last
season and reached the third round.
Since 2017 they’ve advanced to at
least the second round each season.

Possible Centennial

rematch

Going into this weekend, Aledo
and Burleson Centennial (11-1) are
the only teams remaining in the
postseason from 3-5A Division I.
If they win this weekend, they will
meet again next weekend.

Centennial is facing upstart
Abilene (6-6), which entered the
playoffs with a losing record but
has pulled off back-to-back lopsided
upsets against El Paso Del Valle (10-
2) and Red Oak (9-3).

In postseason rematches the
Bearcats are 5-0 since 2009, includ-
ing 3-0 against Stephenville and 1-0
against both Saginaw Boswell and
Mansfield Legacy.

Buchanan said whomever the
Bearcats or Midlothian play in the
next round, it has already been
decided the game will be played at
The Star in Frisco, the practice facil-
ity of the Dallas Cowboys.

Game at a glance

Aledo Bearcats (10-2) vs. Midlothian
Panthers (12-0)

When: Friday, 6 p.m., Midlothian ISD
Stadium

What: Class 5A Division | third round
How they got here: Aledo

Midlothian defeated the
Texans 51-34 at home to
begin the postseason.

The Panthers defeat-
ed Shoemaker 32-27
in Killeen, coming from
behind in the second half.

story online

is the champion of District
3-5A Division | and defeat-

ed Killeen Shoemaker 37-0

in bidistrict and Lubbock
Cooper 45-21 in area.
Midlothian is the champion of
4-5A Division | and defeated
Justin Northwest 51-34 in

are averaging 45 points per game
and have topped the 50-point
mark six times, including each

of the past three games. Leaders
include: QB Chad Ragle, 1,192
yards, 17 TD, 2 interceptions pass-
ing, 138 carries, 1,001 yards, 8 TD
rushing; RB Deago Benson, 110
carries, 1,075 yards, 15 TD rush-
ing, 12 catches, 207 yards, 4 TD
receiving; Bryant Wesco, 58 catch-
es, 1,160 yards, 14 TD.

Aledo offense: The Bearcats are
averaging 46 points and have
scored at least 35 points in each
of their 10 straight wins, including
50 or more five times. Leaders
include: QB Hauss Hejny 65-for-
114,1,300 yards, 14 TD, 3 inter-
ceptions passing, 73 carries, 902
yards, 11 TD rushing; RB Hawk
Patrick-Daniels 153 carries, 1,1,11
yards, 17 TD rushing, 7 catches, 93
yards, 1 TD receiving; Caleb Pope
78 carries, 503 yards, 12 TD; RB
Ryan Cox 89 carries, 435 yards,

3 TD; WR Jalen Pope 38 catches,
718 yards, 10 TD; WR Kaydon
Finley 16-322 yards, 4 TD; TE
Tyson Timms 22-289, 3 TD.

Midlothian defense: The Panthers
are surrendering an average of 18
points and can be scored upon,
as evidenced by five opponents
scoring at least four touchdowns
on them. However, they do have
a pair of shutouts and have lim-
ited six foes to 14 points or less.
Leaders are: DB Carsen Bates,
70 tackles, fumble recovery; LB
Ny'tori Burnett, 69 tackles, 6 for
loss, DT/DE Bryce Starlin, 6 tack-
les for loss, 4 sacks.

Aledo defense: The Bearcats’
defense was impenetrable for the
first six quarters of the postsea-
son, surrendering no points before
Cooper found the end zone three
times in the second half. Overall,
Aledo is giving up 16 points per
game, has a pair of shutouts
and has held five opponents to
a touchdown or less. In the win-
ning streak, the defense has been
stingy, surrendering just 12.3
points per outing. Leaders are: LB
Dahvon Keys 66.5 tackles, 4 for
loss, 1 interception (returned 73
yards for TD), 1 fumble recovery;
DB Jake Gillespie 56.5 tackles, 4.5
loss, 1 interception; DB Andrew
Parkhurst 50 tackles, 9.5 for loss,
3.5 sacks; DB Boogie Owens 37
tackles, 1 for loss, 1 interception,
2 fumble recoveries; DT Ansel
Din-Mbuh 23.5 tackles, 14 for loss,
3 sacks; DE Lawson Moore 20.5
tackles, 8 for loss; DB Jaden Allen
24.5 tackles, 3 interceptions.

Aledo average points per game:
46.3.

Midlothian average points per game:
451.

Aledo points surrendered per game:
15.9.

Midlothian points surrendered per
game: 18.2.

Turnovers: Aledo 13, Midlothian 8.
Takeaways: Aledo 19, Midlothian 12.
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Senior defensive tackle Ansel Din-Mbuh gets a tackle.
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Bearcats brave cold to put
deep freeze on Cooper

On to regionals to face
Midlothian

By Rick Mauch
The Community News

With a game time temperature
of 34 degrees and a wind chill of
26, the Aledo Bearcats froze the
Lubbock Cooper Pirates’ hopes of
an upset with a resounding 45-21
victory in their Class 5A Division
I area (second) round matchup
Friday night at the Mustang Bowl
in Sweetwater.

Aledo (10-2) was in control
from the outset en route to its 10th
consecutive win. It’s also the 10th
straight season the Bearcats have
won a second-round postseason
game. Of course, that’s going to
happen when you've played in 10
of the past 13 state finals and won
nine of them.

Cooper (9-3) saw its streak of
advancing beyond the area round
end at four. The Pirates also fell to
0-2 all-time against the Bearcats,
with their previous meeting also
meeting in the postseason, a 28-21
Aledo victory in the semifinals. The
Bearcats won state a week later.

The Bearcats will next face
Midlothian (12-0), a 56-28 win-
ner against Amarillo. Game time
will be 6 p.m. Friday, Nov. 25, at
Midlothian ISD Stadium.

The Bearcats and Panthers were
in the same district not so long ago.
In 2019, their last meeting, Aledo
avoided an upset with a 34-28 over-
time victory.

This will be the first time the
teams will meet in the playoffs.

The game Friday featured a
triumphant return by Aledo start-
ing quarterback Hauss Hejny, who

missed the Bearcats’ 37-0 bi-district
victory against Killeen Shoemaker
with an injury. There was no sign
of injury against Cooper as Hejny
rushed for 197 yards and two touch-
downs on 12 carries.

On the game’s first play, Hejny
broke free for a 57-yard run. On
the next play, Hawk Patrick-Daniels
finished the two-play drive with a
24-yard touchdown run and, just
like that, the Bearcats led 7-0 and
would never look back.

“I definitely realized I was back
with that run,” Hejny said. “It defi-
nitely gave us momentum. But I
still had it (the injury) in the back
of my mind.”

However, there was no evidence
of that for those looking on. Hejny
would later add a 50-yard run for
a touchdown — after he bobbled a
snap and picked it up. Seven of his
carries went for at least 10 yards.

“He’s a quick healer,” Buchanan
said, smiling.

Hejny also connected with
Patrick-Daniels for a 47-yard touch-
down on a screen pass on Aledo’s
third possession late in the first
quarter for a 14-0 lead. A pair of
second-quarter touchdowns from
Hejny made the score 28-0 at the
half.

After its offense was shut down
in the first half, held to 67 yards —
all on the ground — Cooper found
success in the second half. In a
yeoman effort, running back Ethan
Elks finished with 167 yards on 18
carries, most of which came in the
second half, including touchdown
runs of 40 and 45 yards.

“We knew they were going to
score on us eventually,” Buchanan

Turn to FOOTBALL, page B6

LAKES QF ALED
IMPRQVEMENTS project. All bids must be

Notice is hereby given that the Town of Annetta
is now calling for bids for construction of the
T FOUNDATION & GRADIN

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
TOWN OF ANNETTA

LAKES OF ALEDO GST FOUNDATION & GRADING IMPROVEMENTS

sealed

Halff Associates, Inc.
4000 Fossil Creek Blvd.
Fort Worth, Texas 76137

Visit us today at

1911 S. Main St.

and clearly marked “SEALED BID - LAKES

OF ALEDO GST FOUNDATION & GRADING
IMPROVEMENTS” and returned to the Town of
Annetta, 450 Thunder Head Lane, P.0. Box 1150,
Annetta, TX 76008, prior to 10:00 AM, CST, Friday,
December 16, 2022 at which time they will be pub-
licly opened and read. The Town of Annetta reserves
the right to reject any or all bids received.

The project includes the clearing and grubbing,
excavation, and construction of a 60,000-gallon
ground storage tank foundation (tank to be provided
by others) at an existing pump station facility within
the Town of Annetta. Contractor shall also provide
general site services, which including the construc-
tion of a graded swale nearby the proposed tank
foundation, including re-grassing. The proposed
tank foundation shall include all site grubbing, stak-
ing, excavation, off-site hauling and disposal, select
fill and compaction, and the placement of a foun-
dation tank band, per manufacturers recommenda-
tions. Contractor shall provide all labor, materials,
and equipment to provide a complete and in place
installation of the work described above, and as
indicated within the Contract Documents.

The Contract Documents, consisting of
Advertisement for Bids, Information for Bidders,
Bid Proposal, Bid Bond, Contract, Performance
and Payment Bonds, General Conditions, Notice of
Award, Notice to Proceed, Plans, Specifications,
Addenda (if any) and Project Contracting and
Compliance Provisions may be downloaded from
the Town of Annetta’s website (www.annettatx.org)
directly. Potential Bidders may examine the Contract
Documents at the Engineers office, at the following
address and location:

The cost for Contract Documents is $50.00 per half
size set. The cost of Contract Documents is not
refunded. Submit check, cashier check or money
order for payment. Cash will not be accepted.

Direct questions regarding distribution of Contract
Documents, and the design of the Lakes of Aledo
GST Foundation & Grading Improvements Project
to Jourdan Johnson, P.E., Halff Associates, Inc., at
(817) 764-7442.

The Owner reserves the right to waive any informal-
ities and to reject any or all bids, and to accept the
bid they consider most advantageous to the Owner.
Bids may be held by the Owner for a period not to
exceed sixty (60) days from the date of bid opening
for the purpose of reviewing the bids and investigat-
ing the qualifications of Bidders prior to awarding
of the contract. Award of the contract will be made
as a whole to one Bidder. The contract shall be
awarded to the lowest, responsive, and responsible
bidder. The City reserves the right to throw out any
and all bids which are not complete.

A certified check or bank draft, payable to the order
of TOWN OF ANNETTA, negotiable U.S. Government
bonds (at par value) or a satisfactory Bid Bond
executed by the Bidder and an acceptable surety in
an amount equal to five percent (5%) of the total bid
shall be submitted with the bid.

The party to whom the contract is awarded shall be
required to furnish performance and payment bonds
for 100% of the contract price, from a surety com-
pany holding a permit from the State of Texas to act
as surety.

TOWN OF ANNETTA

Dates: 11/15/2022 By: Mayor Sandy Roberts

Communi

CREDIT UNION‘

You’re worth more (to us)
Weatherford’s #1 Family Credit Union

(817) 835-5000

www.ftwccu.org

Open to those who live, work, or
attend school in Tarrant, Denton,
Parker, and Johnson Counties.
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America’s ALEDO
Drive-in.

@ Download our app for
rewards,locations, & more!

Read this
story online

PHOTOS BY
BRELEIGH MAYER

- — O
Brookshire's

CURBSIDE

Online Ordering & Pickup
Skip the lines, not the service,
with your personal shopper.

www.brookshires.com
(817) 441-5980
5118 E 1-20 Service Rd S
Willow Park, TX

BRUSH-
FLOSS-
WIN!

Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C.
Michael Ball, D.D.S., PL.L.C.

Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101
Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087
817-441-2425 - Fax: 817-441-2491

www.brushflosswin.com

It’s why
we’re here.

Your home and

car are more than
just things. They're
where you make your
memories - and they
deserve the right
protection. We get it.
It's why we're here.

LET'S TALK TODAY.

[4:1.*'."%
Jason Needham CLU ChFC, Agent
9610 E Bankhead Hwy
Aledo, TX 76008
Bus: 817-441-8000
jason@jasonneedham.com

o StateFarm'

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
Bloomington, IL

Clear Fork Materials

Residential & Commercial

800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD * ALEDO, TEXAS
817-441-7777 » CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM

LADYGAT

OI'-' THE WEEK

Alyssa Gonzales
- Volleyball

She was chosen as the Offensive
Player of the Year in District 5-5A. She

posted 370 kills with 67 blocks, along
with serving 64 aces. She was also a
standout on defense with 489 digs.

Sponsored by

First Bank Texas

2880 Fort Worth Hwy. ¢« Hudson Oaks
100 Willow Bend ¢ Willow Park —
www.go2fbt.com FDIC

//BEARCAT
"‘SElF STORAGE

Climate Controlled
8171-458-1308 - www.hearcatccstorage.com
130 Nu Energy Drive - Rledo, Tk 76008

DackFOWLER

REALTOR®

817.291.3228
Zack.fowler@kw.com

/ HERITAGE WEST

200 S Oakridge Dr. #103 AN
Hudson Oaks, TX 76087 = _|_|_' AWILLIAMS
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BEAR GAT - Backing the

. .. Bearcats!
OF THE WEEK ' . p g A
Davhon Keys - football | | «3 ‘N% DOUGLAS WEGNER, CPA

The linebacker/running back scored two ; o - W
rushing touchdowns. He also had a series of ' { . 1015 Champions Drive, Suite 1300 - Aledo, TX, 76008

defensive plays in a short span that helped . ) info@wegnercpa.com - Phone: 817-386-1490
break open the 45-21 area round playoff win |

over Lubbock Cooper by stopping a run for a

3 gain of only a yard, knocking down a pass and

NEE recovering a fumble that led to a touchdown to
make the score 21-0.

Sponsored by

First Bank «Texas

2880 Fort Worth Hwy. ¢+ Hudson Oaks
100 Willow Bend ¢ Willow Park —
www.go2fbt.com FDIC

* Boarding

* Grooming
o * Training
8 ) . ) * Heated & Cooled
- P eud il F - * Indoor & Outdoor Runs
il 3 L i e 24 Hour Attendant

! : Ring Leaders
-. Kennel

(') W _ \ ] __ : Aledo
- "1 ) 817-441-8071

" S <3 % BRUSH-
: | L W) FLOSS-

Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C.
Michael Ball, D.D.S., PL.L.C.

Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101
Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087
817-441-2425 - Fax: 817-441-2491

www.brushflosswin.com

Full Tree & Turf Insect
& Disease Control

& landscape specialists

817-441-2276

* Oak Wilt Treatment

¢ Fire Ant
Control

* Mosquito
Control
* Lawn Plans

° DeeP_ROOt Dylan Day
Feeding TX-4382A

MORITZ

Chevrolet - Chrysler - Jeep - KIA

Moritz Chevrolet
Chrysler - Jeep
Loop 820 & Hwy 580
(Camp Bowie West)
817-696-2000

Moritz Kia - 8501 1-30
817-560-6000

ALEDO

i 817-441-6377 Clear Fork Materials
’émhel “Eo’tﬁg 621 EM. 187 N. Residential & Commercial G 0 B E AR GAT s !
FORT WORTH = B
s FORT WORTH AN m '_ m
- . 5800 CAMP BOWIE . - -
&== ,,,[ We do it All, : PlainsCapitalBank
ez W ENLECOGE iLlow PRk 800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD + ALEDO, TEXAS 817.840.4444 « PlainsCapital.com
Right! 1.20 AT MIKUS RD. 817-441-7777 - CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM
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BASKETBALL

Ladycats stung
by Stephenville

By Ryan Wade
The Community News

After stringing together
back-to-back wins for the first
time this season during the
Brock Tournament, the Aledo
Ladycats basketball squad’s sea-
son record dropped to 3-6 after
coming up just short on the road
in Stephenville on Monday by a
37-35 tally.

Though the Ladycat hoopers
trailed during much of the con-
test, Aledo rallied in the fourth
quarter to put up 15 points in the
final frame. Unfortunately, time
expired on the visiting team’s
comeback efforts as the hosting
Honeybees managed to hang on
and escape with the win.

While Aledo’s record doesn’t
reflect where the team would
like to be at this juncture in the
season, head coach Nikki Hyles
feels good about the direction
her team is ultimately heading.

“Playing tough teams now
will make us better going into
district,” Hyles said. “Our district
is highly competitive. Playing
these tough teams now helps us
see where our weaknesses are
and what we need to work on
heading into district play”

The Ladycats officially kick
off district play on Dec. 13 when
they travel to Wichita Falls
to take on
Rider’s Lady
Raiders. In
the meantime,
Hyles has
already iden-
tified some
key areas her
team is work-
ing on to improve upon between
now and then.

“We've got to get better at
defense. We also need to get
better at scoring around the bas-
ket,” she said. “We keep working
and those shots will start to fall
for us”

story online

Nov. 21

Ladycats Varsity vs.
Stephenville

Aledo 6 6 8 15 35
S'ville 10 9 7 1 37

Claire Byars 15, Reagan Davis 11, Presley Hull 9

Ladycats JV vs.
Stephenville

Aledo 14 5 7 8 34
S'ville 2 0 8 4 14

Elizabeth Griffin 12, Maddox Lucas 9, August
Carlone 5, Brenna Clock 2, Peyton Flores 2,
Zion Kennedy 2, Breleigh Mayer 2

Ladycats Freshman vs.
Stephenville

Aledo 10 8 18 6 42
S'ville 2 1 0 0 3

Mesons Emeka Okoye 8, Jaylee Owens 8, Jordyn
Edington 6, Alyssa Todd 6, Lily Heckathorn
4, Natalie Browning 4, Coral Slough 2, Kayna
Atkinson 2, Mackenzie Bullard 2.

Brock Tournament (varsity),
Nov. 17-19

Ladycats vs. Whitehouse

Aledo 9 12 20 16 56
Whouse O 9 11 7 27
Claire Byars 14, Reagan Davis 13, Kinley Elms
10, Haley Farmer 7, Kenzie Grau 3, Kandle

Boggus 2, Hanna Good 2, Taylor Paetzold 2,
Presley Hull 2, Natalie Anderson 1.

Ladycats vs. Ponder

Aledo 21 16 15 12 64
Ponder 10 8 7 4 29

Kandle Boggus 10, Presley Hull 10, Natalie
Anderson 9, Kenzie Grau 9, Claire Byars 9,
Kinley Elms 7, Ella Isbell 4, Reagan Davis 3,
Taylor Paetzold 2, Hanna Good 1.

Ladycats vs. New Home

Aledo 13 7 10 17 47

New Home22 10 11 18 61

Claire Byars 13, Reagan Davis 12, Presley Hull 8,
Kenzie Grau 3, Ella Isbell 2, Caroline Browning
2, Hanna Good 2, Taylor Paetzold 2, Haley
Farmer 2, Kinley Elms 1.

Ladycats vs. Nolan Catholic

Aledo 12 14 14 16 56
Nolan 19 16 12 22 69

Kandle Boggus 15, Reagan Davis 12, Claire
Byars 11, Presley Hull 10, Kinley Elms 8.

FOOTBALL

from page B3

said. “Theyre a good team. Good
thing we built that big lead.”

However, Cooper could not stop
Aledo on defense. They also could
not recover any of three onside kick
attempts despite being in prime posi-
tion to do so on all three.

After each recovery, the Bearcats
scored twice on touchdown runs of
4 and 6 yards by Davhon Keys, along
with a 26-yard field goal from Cole
Crawford.

Keys also had a series of clutch
defensive plays early in the second
quarter when the score was still 14-0.
He stopped a run for a gain of only a
yard, then knocked down a pass and,
after an Aledo punt, he recovered a
fumble two plays later on the Cooper
48 that led to a Hejny 3-yard touch-
down and a 21-0 advantage.

The final drive
leading to Crawford’s
field goal consumed
seven minutes and
13 seconds, taking
the clock down to 27
seconds and squelch-
ing any prayer the

Pirates had for a miracle finish. It
was a stark contrast to the first three
periods when Cooper had the ball for
more than 23 minutes compared to
just over 12 for Aledo.

Aledo’s first two scoring drives
lasted two plays, while another later
took just one play.

For a second straight game the
Bearcats did not turn the ball over,
along with having just one penalty for
5 yards.

“I definitely think we are playing
very disciplined football. In the sec-
ond half we started getting better
and we've just kept it going in the
playoffs,” Hejny said. “Hats off to our
offensive line and receivers.”

Class 5A Division | Area Round Playoff
Aledo 45, Lubbock Cooper 21

Cooper 0 014 7-21

Aledo 1414 710-45

A - Hawk Patrick-Daniels 24 run (Cole
Crawford kick)

A - Patrick-Daniels 47 pass from Hauss
Hejny (Crawford kick)

A - Hejny 3 run (Crawford kick)

A - Hejny 50 run (Crawford kick)

C - Jayden Kennard 18 run (Cub Patton
kick)

A - Davhon Keys 4 run (Crawford kick)

C - Ethan Elkins 40 run (Patton kick)

A - Keys 6 run (Crawford kick)

C - Elkins 45 run (Patton kick)
A - Crawford 26 FG

Team statistics

First downs: Cooper 13, Aledo 18.
Rushes-yards: Cooper 42-299, Aledo
43-367.

Passing yards: Cooper 12, Aledo 53.
Caught-thrown-intercepted: Cooper 2-7-0,
Aledo 3-9-0.

Punts-average: Cooper 4-28.5, Aledo
2-40.0.

Fumbles-lost: Cooper 2-1, Aledo 2-0.
Penalties-yards: Cooper 0-0, Aledo 1-5.
Third-down conversions: Cooper 2-9,
Aledo 6-11.

Fourth-down conversions: Cooper 2-3,
Aledo 3-3.

Time of possession: Cooper 25:56, Aledo
22:04.

Individual leaders

Rushing

Cooper: Elks 18-167, 2 TD; Kennard 3-71,
TD; Tyler Spruiell 10-52.

Aledo: Hejny 12-197, 2 TD; Caleb Pope 7-74;
Patrick-Daniels 11-41, TD; Keys 6-28, 2 TD;
Ryan Cox 6-27.

Passing

Cooper: Spruiell 2-7-0, 12 yards.

Aledo: Hejny 3-9-0, 53 yards, TD.
Receiving

Cooper: Kennard 2-12.

Aledo: Patrick-Daniels 1-47, TD; Kaydon
Finley 2-6.

Defensive fumble recovery

Aledo: Keys.

MERCEDES MAYER/ALEDO ISD

.. .. 1-20 ANIMAL HOSPITAL
817-341-3331

@)TRANSWORLD

Business Advisors

Business Sales « Franchises « Mergers & Acquisitions

Ginger Adams

T 682-888-0503
C 682-255-0157

Transworld Business
Advisors of Weatherford

gadams@tworld.com
www.tworld.com/weatherford

and Service

DAILY

#5 community-news.com

On the Square
in Weatherford

Propane Sales

1
WYIEARS
OF PROPANE
1958-2019

GENERAL PET WELLNESS e EMERGENCY & CRITICAL
HEALTH CARE CARE . .
 INTERNAL MEDICINE e COMPLETE IN-HOUSE Jlm Martln - REALTOR®
e SURGERY LABORATORY
General and Advanced e DENTAL CARE 5189 E. |-20 Service Rd N
e RADIOLOGY General and Advanced

Suite 106

Willow Park, TX 76087
Office: 817.441.2255

Cell: 817.538.6846
Jim@MartinLandSales.com

* ULTRASONOGRAPHY
e ONCOLOGY
e ENDOSCOPY

Digital including dental
e LASER THERAPY
e Computed Tomography
(CT scan)-NEW!

3713 Fort Worth Hwy
Hudson Oaks, TX 76087

Proudly serving the great
Southwest for 28 years!

THE TRUSTED SOURGE FOR ALL YOUR

METAL BUILDING GOMPONENT NEEDS!
% RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL STEEL ROOFING
% GUSTOM TRIM AND FLASHING + PURLIN & TUBING
# EASY BOLT PRE-FABRICATED STEEL BUILDINGS
# MINI STORAGE SYSTEMS * POWER TOOLS
* VENTS & SKYLIGHTS * HARDWARE & ACCESSORIES
# SYNTHETIC UNDERLAYMENT >+ INSULATION
% SEALANTS & CLOSURES * CARPORT PACKAGES

oL

Between Exits 415 and 414

RailheadRealty.com

www.lI-20animalhospital.com

TX BROKER®
&

Life insurance
can be life-
changing

Ay

Cherias e is

Life won't always go as
planned. That's why there's
life insurance. It can help you
protect your family’s future,
no matter what happens.
Call me today.

Bobby J J Rigues, Agent
AN1FMN87 N

Aledo, TX 76008

Bus: 817-441-9966
www.bobbyrigues.com

ENERGY EFFICIENT
& LOOKS GREAT!
WIND & FIRE RESISTANT

STEEL BUILDINGS
AVAILABLE IN
MULTIPLE SIZES

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm s there.®

/(L ORTHODONTICS

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

MyserOrtho.com + 817-441-8700 « Aledo & Willow Park

817-599-4186 » Fax: 817-599-3326
2100 Burton Street ® Weatherford, Texas 76087

www.metalmarts.com

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed
inMA, NY or WI)

State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company
(Licensed in NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL

2001574

o StateFarm'
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Bearcat hoopsters feast on visiting Roos

By Ryan Wade
Community News

What a difference a week makes.

Following the one-point loss to
Crandall in the season opener, Aledo
Bearcats head hoops coach, JD Robinson,
stressed that his young squad would need
to grow up in a hurry this season. Much
to Robinson’s delight, that’s exactly what
happened in the week between games 1
and 2 of the season as Aledo pulled out a
60-37 victory on Friday night.

“I thought we grew up some tonight.
We've got to grow up in a hurry,
Robinson said.

Notching the first mark in the win
column evened the Bearcats’ record at
1-1 early in the 2022-23 campaign.

“We needed that one,” Robinson said
after the game. “We needed to get a win
under our belt. We needed to have some
success. It was good. We moved the
ball well offensively. Defensively, I felt
like we were really locked in early on. I
think that was the biggest difference for
us tonight.”

The Bearcats displayed a vastly
improved version of themselves as they
dominated the visiting Weatherford
Kangaroos in every aspect of the game.
In the first half of the game Aledo
committed just three fouls through 16
minutes of action while only turning the
ball over three times during the same
stretch. Both categories were issues for
the Bearcats last week against Crandall.

Offensive rebounds were another
key issue stemming from the loss to
the Pirates that Aledo rectified against
the Roos. After converting zero sec-
ond-chance buckets in the season
opener, the Bearcats crashed the offen-
sive boards in game two resulting in
four baskets coming from second or
third scoring opportunities.

“Our margin of error is really slim,”
Robinson stated. “We have to play hard.
We have to play smart. We have

seconds into the game when resident
sharpshooter Drew Clock knocked
down his first three-pointer of the night
to put the home team on the board,
3-0. After the initial score the game got
away from the Roos in a hurry as Clock
knocked down two more deep threes to
lead the Bearcats out to a 16-4 advan-
tage at the end of the first quarter.

The Bearcats followed with a
17-point second quarter. Exavier
Anderson put an exclamation point
on the first half when he broke loose
on a fast break following a turnover by
the Roos. All alone on the home end of
the hardwood, Anderson threw down
a one-handed slam that brought the
hometown crowd to its feet and put
the home team up by 20 in the waning
moments of the first half.

Defensively, Aledo put on a mas-
terclass in the first half, holding
Weatherford to single digit scoring as
the Bearcats went into the break with a
commanding 33-9 advantage.

As the second half got underway
Aledo continued to impose their will at
both ends of the floor. Brandon Fields
initiated the scoring frenzy by knock-
ing down his lone three-pointer of the
game to increase the Bearcat lead to
27 with 5:37 left in the third quarter.
With 2:04 left in the quarter Aledo
extended its lead to 30 with the score
at 43-13 after Clock tickled the twine
from three-point land for the fourth
time on the night. When the third stan-
za reached its conclusion, the Bearcats
held a decisive 45-18 lead.

Anderson kicked off the fourth
quarter on a mission with back-to-back
buckets in the first 30 seconds of action.
Starting off with the ball at the top of
the key, he split the defense as he drove
hard down the lane before finishing
the possession with his second dunk
of the contest. Moments later he gave

the Bearcats their largest lead

RYAN WADE/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Ulises Garcia scored six points against
Weatherford.

on the board in the game. Getting his
young players live minutes early in the
season is of particular emphasis to the
head Bearcat.

“Iwant to play even faster,” Robinson
stated. “Were trying to get some of
these guys in to see if we can rely on
them, see if we can count on them.
We're just young. We've only got three
guys who've played any significant min-
utes at this level. You take any of those
guys off the floor, and we’ve got a lot of
guys who haven’t done this before. It
was good that we could get those guys
in here tonight. We're just trying to see
if we can trust those guys and see if they
can play through some adversity.”

Free throws were another area of sig-
nificant improvement for the Bearcats
in the second game of the season. In
the loss to Crandall last week, Aledo

2 e

dozen points to the Bearcat
effort, including a pair of
dunks, two three-pointers late
in the game, and a 2-for-2
night from the stripe.

RYAN WADE/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Exavier Anderson brought the hometown crowd to its feet with a
dunk at the end of the first quarter against Weatherford on Nov. 18.

The Bearcats added to
the win column on Nov. 21,
defeating South Hills 87-29.
Jack Sawyer led the ‘Cats with
20 points. Owen Peterson and
Brandon Fields each had 15,
and Anderson was also in dou-

Anderson contributed a

Ulises Garcia scored six

to play the right way every pos- of the game as he knoclfed X q o of £ N points in the game. Fields ble-digits with 12.
session. It's going to matter for down a trey from the wing ©nly converted on 50% of free throw and Jack Sawver each added
; . Game 2 was a different stor )
us down the stretch. We over-em- : to make the score 50-18 with ~attempts Y five points. Brant Tubbs Nov.21
: : : T . s he Bearcats ended the night goin P ) '
phasize that in practice. The guys | @i 7:30 remaining. ast ght going .
: : i . 11-0f-15 from the charity stripe and Zayden Parker finished = pjoqq yg South Hills

did a great gob of coming in and Fead t|1|§s With the win securely in ty stripe. with four points each. Luke
responding. ' ' story onfine han.d, Aledo took the oppor- Clock led the way offensively Slabbekoorn, Cohen Christie, Aledo 25 22 33 7 87

Aledo never trailed during tunity to get several young for Aledo on Friday with 16 points Owen Peterson, and Jackson S Hills 3 6 14 6 29

players some in-game experi-
ence throughout the second half. In all,
11 different Bearcats managed to get

the contest. After failing to con-
vert a basket in their first possession,
the Bearcats got on the board just 49

Todd contributed to the offen-
sive effort, as well, with a pair
of points each.

to his credit. He finished with four
three-pointers and a two-for-two per-
formance at the line.

Jack Sawyer 20, Owen Peterson 15, Brandon
Fields 15, Ex Anderson 12, Drew Clock 8,
Jackson Todd 8, Brant Tubbs 5, Luke
Slabbekorn 3, Zayden Parker 1

[| 244 TwrG.
CHRISTI JAMES INSURANCE

Our Policy is Caring

Don’t forget your four-legged
family member when you travel!

* Boarding Office:  817-443-9747
Mobile: 254-592-8739
. Grooming Email:  cjames@twfg.com

107 Larson Lane, Suite 300-C
Aledo, TX 76008

FINANCIAL INTEGRITY RATING SYSTEM OF TEXAS

Heated &
Cooled

Indoor &
Outdoor Runs

24-Hour
Attendant

Newly-Upgraded boarding facilities
Ring Leaders Kennel
Aledo 817-441-8071

BRANCH OWNER

ChristiJameslnsurance.com

Independent agency serving all your home,
auto, business and life insurance needs

NO MATTER YOUR NEED,
WE HAVE YOU COVERED

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
TO DISCUSS
ALEDO INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT’S
State Financial Accountability Rating

The Aledo Independent School District will hold a public meet-
ing at 6:00 PM, December 12, 2022 in the Board Room of the
Administration Building, 1008 Bailey Ranch Road, Aledo, Texas
76008.

CALL ME TODAY FOR
A FREE QUOTE!

The purpose of this meeting is to discuss Aledo Independent School
District’s rating on the state’s financial accountability system.

Making new memories while

celebrating precious pasts.
That'’s the Mirabella Way.

Mirabella Assisted Living & Memory Care has become synonymous
with exceptional residential alternatives for seniors. Not only does
Mirabella meet the needs of their residents, they exceed them with
chef-prepared meals, adaptive care plans and active lifestyle activities.

MIRABELLA

ASSISTED LIVING - MEMORY CARE

(817) 763-0088

MirabellaLife.com

Our caring team members get to know our residents and their loved
ones on a personal level, so not only will your needs be met, you'll feel
like family.

We're here for you

every step of the way.
Call us now to schedule a tour!
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CROSS COUNTRY

Aledo runners have sights set on more come 2023

By Rick Mauch

Community News

If you thought this years cross
country season was a big success for
the Aledo program — and it definite-
ly was — coach Mike Pinkerton and
his athletes have a message for you.

You ain’t seen nothin’ yet.

The program is losing only two
runners from the team that com-
peted at state, and only one from
a boys squad that narrowly missed
joining them. Oh, and the lone boy
who did qualify, Jack Fink, is only a
sophomore.

This was the third time in four
seasons an entire Aledo team has
competed at state. The boys made it
there in 2019 and 2021.

Next season the goal is to get both
girls and boys running in Round
Rock at the 5A State Meet. After
all, that part of the state is nice this
time of year, and Pinkerton should
know as he’s sent a plethora of run-
ners there in the six season he’s been
at the Aledo helm (someone every
season).

“I'm most certainly going to go
into the season with that being the
goal,” he said, adding, “and to make
some noise.

“The girls, getting there, seeing
the course, that experience is only
going to make them better. The boys
missed by four points, so I dont
think I'm going to have to remind
them of that too much. They know
how close they got.”

The girls who competed at state
included freshmen Molly Garrison,
Sofia Brandenburg, Elizabeth
Griffin and Sadie Williams; junior

“I knew it was my
last race of the
season and I was
just running as fast
as I could. It was
so amazing to
compete with

friends at state.”
Elizabeth Griffin

Aubrey Connally; and seniors Sidney
Tillotson and Emily Lewis.

Griffin posted a career-best time
of 19 minutes, 11.1 seconds to place
21st at state. Garrison led the con-
tingent at regionals, clocking a time
of 18:30.3 for second place, one of
three Ladycats to break into the top
15 (Brandenburg 11th, Griffin 13th).

“I knew it was my last race of the
season and I was just running as
fast as I could,” Griffin said of state.
“It was so amazing to compete with
friends at state.”

Griffin placed third in district.

As for her performance at region-
als, district champion Garrison said,
“I went in and didn’t expect to be top
five. It took a lot of pressure off hav-
ing my friends there.

“I didn’t really know it (qualifying
for state) was going to happen as a
team, with our workouts our season
just kept getting better and better.
When our fifth runner, Aubrey, start-
ed PR’ing (personal record) a lot, I
felt we were a solid team.”

Garrison finished 41st at state.

Connally saw her times consis-
tently drop throughout September
en route to a 15th-place at district.

“It was really cool to see the girls
come together as a team at the right
time of the season,” Connally said,
adding of the impact of the four
freshmen, “They already had run-
ning experience, but getting to show
them the tradition of the program
was great.”

Connally believes the perfor-
mance of the girls team this season
bodes well for more girls joining the
program in the future.

“I think it’s talked about a lot
more. Hopefully it takes off after this
year,” she said. “And I would not be
surprised if we got back to state next
year as a team. I could see us placing
at state.”

Brandenburg, who was second at
district, said she could see something
special coming together as the season
progressed.

“Throughout the season we saw
what we were doing, and when
we had a pretty good showing at
Granbury, I knew we had a chance
for something special,” she said.

She admitted, though, that com-
peting on the highest stage at state,
was “scary.’

“There were so many older and
faster people. In the beginning of the
race I kinda forgot I was racing, kind
of like fever dreamish. Then I woke
up,” she said.

Brandenburg placed 53rd at state.

Fink was 32nd at state and 13th
at regionals and is already looking
forward to another trip, but this time
once again with his teammates —
which was the case in 2021.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Memebers of the Aledo Bearcat Cross Country team starting a race.

“To get back as an individual was
really exciting. I feel like I'm on the
right track for college. It says I can do
things on my own, but it would have
been nice to have my teammates
there, and that’s the plan for next
season,” he said.

Fink has reason to be optimistic.
The only senior on the boys team
that won district (as did the girls) and
advanced to regionals is Henry Zedler
(fifth at district). Others expected to
return and join Fink next season are
freshmen Dominick Barrera (sixth at
district) and Anderson Smith (sev-
enth at district), sophomore Luke
Schabel (12th at district), and juniors
Sam Haught (13th at district) and
Vincent Luffey (fourth at district).

The lone senior for the girls who
ran at district, Tillotson, placed sixth.

Lewis joined the Ladycats at region-
als and state.

Zedler leaves the program having
made two trips to state with the team
in 2019 and 2021.

“These seniors have done a tre-
mendous job pulling people along.
We're going to miss them,” Pinkerton
said. “Unfortunately, we can’t keep a
fifth-year senior. If we could, we sure
would.”

Should they accomplish the goal
of both boys and girls getting to
state next season, Brandenburg said,
“Oh, that would be so
much fun! We had so
much fun competing
together at regionals.”

At which point,
Fink chimed in, “T’ll
do my part!”

Read this
story online
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