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Forget being like Mike,  
I wanna be like Clara

By Rick Mauch
The Community News

One of my goals in life is 
to live to be 100 years old and 
shoot a 99 in golf (over 18 
holes, not nine, I know what 
some of you are thinking).

And while I still aspire to 
do that, I now have added 
inspiration.

Remember the old Gatorade 
commercial with the jingle “Be 
like Mike”? Well, with all due 
respect to Michael Jordan and 
his greatness, I want to be like 
Clara.

Clara Whisenant, that is.
I had the pleasure recently 

of spending a couple hours vis-
iting with Clara, who turned 
100 years old on Oct. 11. It 
was two of the best hours I 

will spend this year as she is as 
sharp as a 35-year-old, whip-
ping off dates and memories 
as if they were written down 
on paper in front of her.

When I told her she didn’t 
look even close to 100, her 
quick response with a chuckle 
was, “That’s what everybody 
keeps telling me. I’m about to 
get a complex.

“God takes care of me. 
There’s a purpose for all of 
this.”

I don’t doubt that for one 
second, and the purpose might 
just well be to remind the rest 
of us that age is indeed just a 
number. That while our time 
on this mortal coil is limited, 
we should milk every bit of 

positivity we can out of every 
second.

Clara’s seen a lot in her life. 
Joe Biden is the 16th presi-
dent to sit in the Oval Office 
in her lifetime. She saw the 
creation of the polio vaccine, 
lived through the hippie gen-
eration of the 1960s, disco in 
the 1970s, and doesn’t under-
stand today why “many people 
would rather tinker with the 
tiny screen on their phone 
than hold a conversation.”

I don’t understand that, 
either, Clara. I’m remind-
ed of the time the eccentric 
college football coach Mike 
Leach once said when there 
is only one person remaining 
on this planet and humankind 
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Clara Whisenant holds a painting of herself in her younger days created by an old friend, Daniel 
Norris. He worked for she and her husband Ray when they owned the Mobile station near down-
town Aledo and it was a present for her recent 100th birthday.

Turn to CLARA, page A2
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U. S. Congressman Roger Williams recently met with business representatives at the Aledo ISD 
Administration Building. Shown are (from left) Amy Fennell, Lynch Legacy Group; Jennifer Loftin, 
Aledo ISD Board; Eric Poland, Nextlink; Patrick Lawler, Parker County Economic Development; 
Adam Feriend, JRJ Construction; Williams; Randy Keck and Loydale Schmid, The Community 
News; Zan Prince, First Bank Texas; Kim Raymond, Aledo ISD; Melissa Watts, Sri County Electric; 
and Rob Helms, Overture Home Care.

ALEDO

Council amends 
ordinance to 
increase safety 
around schools
By Ryan Wade
The Community News

The Aledo City Council addressed 
several key issues facing the growing 
community during its Oct. 24 marathon 
session. A key measure resolved during 
the three-hour affair will enable City 
Manager Noah Simon to place and 
maintain traffic control devices and 
parking limitations within the Aledo 
city limits.

The amendment made to Chapter 77 
of the Code of Ordinances came follow-
ing several close calls involving students 

from Aledo Middle 
School nearly being 
struck by automobiles 
when attempting to 
cross FM 1187 after 
school.

Changes to the ordi-
nance will allow the city 
to be more nimble in 

addressing opportunities such as this 
one in a timely manner to help ensure 
public safety.

The meeting began with Mayor Nick 
Stanley making a proclamation that 
going forward, October will be recog-
nized as Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month in Aledo. Stanley was accom-
panied at the podium by Debbie 
Buckman representing Freedom House 
— a non-profit organization based in 
Weatherford that provides free services 
such as shelter, advocacy, and counsel-
ing to survivors of domestic abuse.

 
All about the water

Several discussions relating to the 
water system in Aledo followed during 
the official business of the meeting.

First, the council discussed increases 
in water usage rates that went into effect 
in October, but residents will not see 
reflected until their November bill. The 
council is preparing for an increased 
number of calls coming in once those 
bills arrive to residents later in the 
month.

Next, the meeting shifted gears as 
a representative from Aqua Metric 
updated the council regarding the pilot 
program to install smart water meters 
on 100 residences across the city. The 
new meters are not only more accurate 
as it relates to reading the amount of 
water being used, but also can alert the 
city when there is a potential leak.

Another feature boasted by Aqua 
Metric is the meters give the residents 
the ability to log onto an online portal to 
view their current usage and billing in 
real time, thus, providing residents with 
more control over how much water they 
use during a billing cycle.

All 100 meters have been installed 
with the 90-day pilot program officially 
underway. Once the pilot ends shortly 
after the end of the year, the results will 
come before the council with Simon 
expected to pitch a proposal for full 

Turn to COUNCIL, page A3
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Election 
Day is 

Tuesday
Governor, other races  
contested
Staff Reports
The Community News

Early voting comes to an end on 
Friday, Nov. 4, but voters who have 
not cast their ballots will have an 
opportunity one last time on election 
day, Nov. 8.

The county will have 38 polling 
locations open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
on that day. Registered voters in the 
county can cast their ballots at any of 
those locations.

Depending on where you live, 
the top race on the ballot will either 
be the contested 
U.S. Rep. Dist. 12 
race between Kay 
Granger (R) and 
Trey Hunt (D), or 
List. 25 Rep. Roger 
Williams (R), 
who is running 
unopposed.

The southern 
portion of Parker County was added 
to Williams’ district during the last 
redistricting process by the Texas 
Legislature.

Statewide, the highest-profile 
race is for governor, where Democrat 
Beto O’Rourke is challenging 
Republican Governor Greg Abbott.

Republican Lieutenant 
Governor Ken Paxton is challenged 
by Democrat Mike Collier, and 
Democrat Rochelle Mercedes Garza 
is challenging Attorney General Ken 
Paxton.

There are several judgeships state-
wide on the ballot as well. Sample 
ballots can be found at https://
www.parkercountytx.com/477/
Sample-Ballots.

Locally, Republican Sheriff Russ 
Authier, serving the unexpired term 
of the late Larry Fowler, is chal-
lenged by Libertarian Russell Hess.

Also locally, residents of Willow 
Park and those in the Willow Park 
Extraterritorial Jurisdiction will vote 
on whether to have their fire depart-
ment annexed into Emergency 
Services District No. 1. Voters who 
currently live in Emergency Services 
District No. 1 are also voting on the 
measure.

For a mapped list of Tuesday vot-
ing locations, visit the link associated 
with this article.

Read this 
story online

Fall Back  Daylight Saving Time ends this weekend
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is virtually gone, that person won’t 
realize it because they are too busy 
trying to text someone.

Parker County her  
whole life

Clara’s life is not one of adventur-
ous travels. She’s barely left Parker 
County, where she was born and 
raised in the Center Point communi-
ty by farmer parents.

“I’ve visited a lot of places, but it 
always looks good to get back home,” 
she said.

Clara met her husband 
Ray and, after they married in 
1940, they lived in and around 
Aledo for seven decades before 
he was moved to College Park 
Rehabilitation and Care Center 
in 2010. He passed away in 
2012, the year Clara moved 
into the same facility and where she 
still lives today.

For the first couple of decades 
or so in their marriage they each 
had jobs, Ray at a dairy farm and 
her at the long since closed R.E. 
Cox department store in Fort Worth. 
Then, in the 1960s they purchased 
what was then the Aledo Mobil fill-
ing station, near downtown, which 
they operated until selling it in 1991.

“I was the gofer from morning 
‘til night,” Clara said, smiling. “And 
I helped take care of the books. We 
had an accountant, but I kept the 
daily stuff.

“We knew everyone in town then. 
And ours was mostly an information 
center. People would come in trying 
to find a place and I’d draw them 
one of my famous maps. That’s what 
I called them. I’d say, ‘Let me just 
make you one of my famous maps.’ 
And they always got them where they 
were going.

“I guess they wouldn’t be so popu-
lar today, but folks sure got a lot of use 
out of them back then, let me tell you.”

Quite the seamstress
Clara even made some extra 

money by making clothes. In fact, 
she made her own clothes until she 
moved into College Park. She learned 
the skill from her mother.

“I made all my children’s clothes 
and my clothes. People liked what 
they saw, and it supplemented the 
family income,” she recalled. “My 
mother taught me to sew. She was 
a beautiful seamstress and she had 
four daughters she had to keep 
clothed. We were poor, but we always 

had nice clothes.
“I don’t understand some 

of the clothes I see today. 
People are actually paying 
money for clothes with holes 
in them? If there was a hole 
in our clothes, it got mended 
right away.”

Clara was the youngest 
of six children (four girls, two boys). 
She remembered that during the 
Great Depression — she was 7 when 
it began — she and her sisters would 
gather eggs and sometimes get to 
keep the money from selling them to 
purchase fabric for their mother to 
make them a new dress.

“We had our chickens, livestock, 
grew our own vegetables, we man-
aged during that hard time, but it was 
hard on everyone,” she said. “We girls 
would gather eggs every evening and 
when we were allowed to keep the 
money, it was a lot to us. We’d usually 
have about 10 to 12 dozen and they’d 
go for about 12 cents a dozen.

“We’d go get some fabric, which 
was about 15 cents a yard, about 25 
cents if it was really nice, and we’d 
take it back to momma and she’d 
make us a nice dress.”

Clara and her siblings were all 
born in the same farmhouse, where 
her father was also born, as was one 

of his grandchildren. For grades 1-8 
she attended Dixon School before 
then attending Weatherford High, 
though her family moved and it was 
simply too far of a drive for her to go 
school as a senior, she said.

“I always wished I could have 
finished school, but back then it was 
just too far and would cost too much 
money,” she said. “But I’d say I didn’t 
do too bad in life.”

Meeting Ray and raising  
a family

Clara vividly remembers the day 
she met Ray and it was pretty much 
love at first sight. She was working as 
a housekeeper and taking care of a 
little girl for a family and Ray worked 
on a dairy nearby.

“It was cold, hog killin’ time, and 
they were rendering lard (fat from 
the hogs) and he had a can to put 
some in, but the can had ice on it 
because it was so cold, so he brought 
it in to defrost and that’s when we 
met,” she reminisced, a smile coming 
across her face as her eyes lit up at 
the memory.

“He asked me out about two weeks 
later. That was December (1939) and 
we were married in October (1940). 
There was never any doubt for us.”

They had five children; one, 
David, died at the age of 21 months. 
Her four other children, son Steve 
Whisenant and daughters Marlene 
Hoover, Sonja Spain and Neysa 
Clark, all live in the area.

She has eight grandchildren and 
14 great grandchildren.

She’s seen so much
A century of living brings a lot of 

testimony after witnessing so many 
things. When asked what is the most 
amazing thing she’s seen in her life, 
Clara said, “The most amazing thing is 
there’s been so many things in my life.”

She remembered when her family 
got their first telephone in 1951.

“We had lived next to someone 
who had one, but we didn’t get our 
own until we moved into a house that 
already had one,” she said. “It was an 
old one with a crank. You’d get on 
and ask an operator to connect you. 
It was called a party line.”

And she remembers exactly 
where she was the day President 
John F. Kennedy was assassinated.

“I’d been to lunch. I was working 
at R.E. Cox and as I opened the door 

the news came over the radio. It was 
like a cloud came over the town,” she 
said. “They closed the store and sent 
us all home. It was a terrible feeling to 
know our president had been killed.”

When the polio vaccine was made 
public in the 1950s, she and her fam-
ily immediately rushed out to get it.

“We brought the children, they 
were giving the vaccine out, and we 
stood on the east steps of the court-
house waiting our turn. Everybody 
couldn’t wait to get it,” she said. 
“One of my sisters in California, her 
daughter got polio. She lived, she 
grew up to have children, but it left 
its mark on her.”

Family and war
Ray avoided having to serve in 

World War II because he worked on a 
farm and by the time it hit its apex he 
and Clara had two children. But that 
didn’t keep her from being frightened 
that her husband might be called 
away from her following one of our 
nation’s most devastating incidents.

“The day Pearl Harbor was 
bombed, I’ll never forget. We went 
to church that evening and there was 
a peaceful feeling as we all knew we 
needed each other more than ever. 
There were people coming to church 
I hadn’t seen in a long time,” she said.

“I just knew he was going to have 
to go to war, but the work he was in 
was considered defense work. But he 
passed his physical and was ready 
had they called him.”

Then came a similar scare with 
Steve when the Vietnam War was 
taking place.

“I prayed he wouldn’t pass (his 
physical) and God answered my 
prayers. He was double-jointed and 
they wouldn’t take him,” she said.

“I know our country needs 
defending and I would have been 
so proud if either or both had to go, 
but I’m so glad God saved them from 
that danger. I’m so sad for the many 
who did have to go, though, and for 
the families of the many who didn’t 
come back.”

Red letter day
Without hesitation, Clara said the 

moment that brought the biggest 
smile in her entire life was “The day 
my husband became a Christian in 
1942, that was a red letter day. We 
went to church before that, but he 
wasn’t a Christian.”

They were members of First 
Baptist Church in Aledo for decades 
before moving to New Faith Baptist 
Church in Annetta in 2008.

“No one’s had a better life than I 
have,” she said. “I had good parents 
who loved me, a great family, even great 
in-laws. I love my family so much.”

Then, she added with a laugh, 
“I don’t have any presidents in my 
family, I wish I did, I could tell them 
what to do.”

And they’d be wise to listen. I cer-
tainly learned a thing or two from my 
time with her.

Read this 
story online
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Open to those who live, work, or 
attend school in Tarrant, Denton, 

Parker, and Johnson Counties.

Visit us today at
1911 S. Main St. 

Weatherford’s #1 Family Credit Union 

RANCH HOUSE PROFESSIONAL BUILDING

126 RANCH HOUSE ROAD

MARCUS GLEATON, OD
Suite 1000 · (817) 441-0010

ALEDO FAMILY EYE CARE
Suite 1000 · (817) 441-0010

A MEMBER OF

visionsource-aledofamilyeyecare.com

Mark A. McAdams, DDS

Suite 800 • (817) 441-8003

CATLIN, LILLARD & CO. PC
Tax, Assurance,
Consulting,
Business Advisors

Suite 1200 • (817) 441-2600 • clc-cpa.com
S. Brian Catlin, CPA  Ralph Lillard, CPA

Trusted since 1977

23
96

58

Dale Mares, AAMS
817-441-5061
126 S. Ranch house Rd., #600
Aledo 

Insurance and discounts subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co., Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance 
Co. Life insurance offered through Allstate Life Ins. Co. & Allstate Assurance Co. Northbrook, IL; and American Heritage Life Insurance Co., 
Jacksonville, FL. Securities offered by Personal Financial Representatives through Allstate Financial Services, LLC (LSA Securities in LA and PA).  
Registered Broker-Dealer. Member FINRA, SIPC. Main Office: 2920 South 84th Street, Lincoln, NE 68506. (877) 525-5727. © 2018 Allstate Insurance Co.
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SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

TOP: Claire Whisenant shows off her 100th birthday cake. | BOTTOM LEFT: 
Claire is shown with her four children: Steve Whisenant, Marlene Hoover, 
Sonja Spain, and Neysa Clark | BOTTOM RIGHT: Claire is shown with Danny 
Norris, who painted her portrait several years ago. 
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817-599-4186 • Fax: 817-599-3326
2100 Burton Street • Weatherford, Texas 76087

GOING GREEN with COOL ROOFING

�
�

ENERGY EFFICIENT 
& LOOKS GREAT!

WIND & FIRE RESISTANT

STEEL BUILDINGS
AVAILABLE IN

MULTIPLE SIZES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 25 years!

MMMetal Mart
THE TRUSTED SOURCE FOR ALL YOUR

METAL BUILDING COMPONENT NEEDS!
� RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL STEEL ROOFING
� CUSTOM TRIM AND FLASHING � PURLIN & TUBING
� EASY BOLT PRE-FABRICATED STEEL BUILDINGS
� MINI STORAGE SYSTEMS � POWER TOOLS
� VENTS & SKYLIGHTS � HARDWARE & ACCESSORIES
� SYNTHETIC UNDERLAYMENT � INSULATION
� SEALANTS & CLOSURES � CARPORT PACKAGES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 28 years!

I-20 ANIMAL HOSPITAL
817-341-3331817-341-3331

3713 Fort Worth Hwy  Between Exits 415 and 414 
Hudson Oaks, TX  76087

www.I-20animalhospital.com

OPEN 24 HOURSOPEN 24 HOURS
DAILYDAILY

GENERAL PET WELLNESS 
HEALTH CARE
• INTERNAL MEDICINE
• SURGERY 

General and Advanced
• RADIOLOGY 

Digital including dental
• LASER THERAPY
• Computed Tomography 
              (CT scan)-NEW!                         

• EMERGENCY & CRITICAL 
CARE

• COMPLETE IN-HOUSE 
LABORATORY

• DENTAL CARE 
General and Advanced

• ULTRASONOGRAPHY
• ONCOLOGY
• ENDOSCOPY 

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

MyserOrtho.com  •  817-441-8700  •  Aledo & Willow Park

Life insurance 
can be life-
changing

Life won’t always go as 
planned. That’s why there’s 
life insurance. It can help you 
protect your family’s future, 
no matter what happens.  
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed 
in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company 
(Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL

2001574

Bobby J J Rigues, Agent
411 FM 1187 N
Aledo, TX  76008
Bus: 817-441-9966
www.bobbyrigues.com

implementation 30-45 days 
after the conclusion of the pilot.

 

Tidal wave of water 
upgrades

The most significant amount 
of time for the evening was ded-
icated to a presentation by Chris 
Ekrut from NewGen Strategies 
& Solutions regarding proposed 
upgrades to the current water 
and wastewater systems in 
Aledo.

While community growth is 
generally viewed as a positive, 
that growth often comes with 
challenges to infrastructure. 
Solutions to those challenges 
often come with lofty price tags. 
This is one of those times. 

Ekrut spent the better part 
of 90 minutes breaking down 
where Aledo currently stands in 
regard to its financial obligations 
to the City of Fort Worth and 
the Texas Water Development 
Board, giving a brief history of 
the charge rates for water and 
wastewater in Aledo, and pitch-
ing his proposal for what the 
council needs to do in short 
order to tackle issues with the 
current water and wastewater 
systems.

“We rely heavily on these 
professionals — these consul-
tants — to come in to advise the 
council on what they see as our 
greatest needs in the coming 
years,” Stanley said. “Looking 
out here in Aledo, especial-
ly over the next decade, seeing 
the growth trends that we’ve all 
identified that are there, and 
that are coming, there’s some 
really difficult decisions, that 
as the elected representatives 
of this community, we’re going 
to have to make. We’re going to 
have to make those decisions 
with as much information as 
we can get to make a concerted 
effort to protect this community 
as we grow; to make sure the 
infrastructure’s there to deliver 
to our citizens consistently in 

a fashion they can have confi-
dence in.”

Among the key points of 
Ekrut’s presentation were dis-
cussions regarding a 10-year 
span from 2012 to 2021 where 
the city absorbed rising costs 
associated with water rate 
hikes rather than passing on 
those costs to residents. He 
also touched on the on-going 
challenges related to changes 
in regulatory requirements at 
both the state and federal lev-
els impacting the city’s water 
utilities.

The point burdened with 
the most emphasis from Ekrut 
had to do with needed upgrades 
and expansion to the existing 
water supply systems to meet 
the rising demand related to 
the continued growth in Aledo. 
Ekrut estimated the current 
cost to expand the water supply 
capacity to meet the impending 
demand tallies $3.5 million. As 
large as that bill seems, it is but a 
splash in the bucket when com-
pared to his recommendations 

for the wastewater treatment 
facilities. The initial proposal 
put before the council neared 
$16 million. However, as the 
cost of materials continues to 
increase due to inflation rates 
climbing to 40-year highs over 
the last year, the latest price tag 
for the same proposal is now an 
estimated $24 million.

“As we put more rooftops 
in Aledo, and more businesses, 
we must ensure that we can 
deliver through our utilities. 
Whether that’s through water, 
our wastewater treatment facil-
ity, electrical grid, fiber internet 
— all the things that come with 
the pains of a growing commu-
nity,” said Stanley. “This is why 
you see all these people up here 
choosing to volunteer their time 
to represent the city. It’s because 
we’re all citizens here who care 
about our future. We care that 
we’re making decisions that pro-
vide assurances to our families 
and our neighbors that this is 
still going to be a great place to 
live in 10 to 20 years.”

Aledo Lions Club offers 
chance for scholarships

The Aledo Community Lions Club 
will choose high school juniors or seniors 
to represent them in each of three annual 
scholarship contests sponsored by the 
Lions of District 2-E2. 

The first is a drug awareness speech 
contest: “Pharmaceutical Fentanyl vs. 
Illegal Fentanyl.” The contest is a 5-7 
minute oration of a prepared text from 
memory. Scholarships of $1,500, $1,000, 
and $500 will be awarded.

The second is a Diabetes aware-
ness essay contest: “Diabetes: Knowing 
Your Number, Health Complications, 
Treatment Alternatives, and Healthy 
Living.” The contest is a written composi-
tion of up to 1,500 words that 
is read. Scholarships will be 
$2,000, $1,500, and $1,000.

The third is an outstanding 
youth contest; “The Impact of 
Technology on Society,” with 
two $2,000 scholarships. The 
contest consists of a 750 word 
theme and a 15-20 minute interview of 
biographical information submitted by 
the applicant.

The contests will be held on Saturday, 
Jan. 21, 2023, in Fort Worth.  

The winner of each contest will rep-
resent Lions District 2-E2 in the State 
Lions competition where the three top 

prizes will be $3,000, $2,000, and 
$1,000 scholarships. Those con-
tests will be held on Saturday, May 
6, 2023, via Zoom.  No more than 
16, and likely fewer, contestants 
will participate in each of the State 
contests.

For more information and 
details email Youth Contest 

Coordinator Bob Carlson of the Aledo 
Community Lions Club at robert_a_
carlson@msn.com, or call 817-718-4902. 

Read this 
story online

ALEDO,  DFW,  MIDLAND,

AMARILLO,  &  AUST IN

Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry
Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C. 
Michael Ball, D.D.S., P.L.L.C.

Diplomate of American Board of Pediatric Dentistry
Fellow of American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101
Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087

Ofc: 817-441-2425
Fax: 817-441-2491

www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com

Obituaries
Ocie (O. C.) Dugan

Ocie (O. C.) Dugan passed away on 
October 28, 2022, at the 
age of 83, after a fall.

O. C. was born April 29, 
1939 in Aledo. Interment 
to follow at Aledo Brown 
Cemetery, Aledo.

In the 1950s O. C. 
worked for American 
Manufacturing and Aledo 
Feed Mill in Aledo (now 
known as Bryant Grain), 
Texas State Highway 
Department, and General 
Motors. He retired from General Motors 
after 34 years.

O. C. was a Director for the Aledo 
Fire Department and was Wyatt Earp 
for the Aledo centennial celebration. 
He volunteered for years with the Ag 

Backers at the Aledo schools. O. C. loved 
Aledo and the Aledo Bearcats football 
team.

He was preceded in death by his 
parents; his eldest son, Randy; his 
brothers, L. D. Dugan, and Lester 
Dugan; and sister, Doris Reynolds.

Survivors include his wife 
of 64 years, Glennetta; daugh-
ter, Sheri Flowers; son, Toby; 
daughter-in-law, Charlotte; two 
granddaughters; four great-grand-
children; and many nephews and 
nieces.

The funeral service is scheduled 
for 2 p.m. Friday, November 4, 2022 at 
Aledo Church of Christ, 201 FM 1187 
South, Aledo, with visitation from 1-2 
p.m. at the church prior to the service.

The Community News 
November 4, 2022

Ocie (O.C.) Dugan
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 Aledo Mayor Nick Stanley is shown with Debbie Buckman of 
Freedom House. Stanley issued a proclamation that going forward, 
October will be recognized as Domestic Violence Awareness Month 
in Aledo.

https://www.community-news.com/stories/aledo-lions-club-offers-chance-for-scholarships,10819
https://www.community-news.com/obits/
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Churches
817-901-9455
5050 S Hwy 5

Aledo, TX

EVERYONE WELCOME
WWW.PCCOWBOYCHURCH.ORG

Sundays
Bible Study 8:30 AM
Service 10:00 AM

PARKER COUNTY COWBOY CHURCH
PCCC

16250 Old Weatherford Road
Aledo, Texas

For current Mass Times visit our website at:
www.HolyRedeemerAledo.org

For more information contact the Parish Office at 817-441-3500

The Willow Park  
Church of 

Christ
721 Ranch House Road

Sunday Worship Assembly – 10:30 am

www.thewillowparkchurchofchrist.com

YOU'RE INVITED!

SUNDAY'S AT 10:00AM 

SUNDAY

aledoumc.org 

your church since 1878

@Oak and Pecan (817) 441 8329

WORSHIP WITH US AT

united methodist church
ALEDO

Sundays
Contemporary Service 9am

Traditional Service 11am
Online Worship - aledoumc.org

Wednesday Nights
Adult Bible Study 

ChildChildren’s JAM (K-5th)
Students @ the Quad
Vocal and Bell Choirs 

Dancing among the clouds
Willow Park man  
honors son with schol-
arship organization
By Randy Keck
The Community News

Out of tragedy often comes new 
life and new opportunities.

So it is for Joe Johnson of Willow 
Park, a pilot for American Airlines 
who shared a passion for flying with 
his late son, Ashton.

Michael Ashton Johnson was 
born in Fort Worth Texas on Dec. 
3, 1992. As a boy he attended Keller 
schools, and after graduat-
ing from Keller High School 
he attended Tarrant County 
College for a while. 

As a talented ath-
lete Ashton played soccer, 
baseball, basketball, inline 
hockey, and ice hockey, and 
he ended up playing for the 
Dallas Jr. Stars and the Fort Worth 
Brahmas.

But after high school Ashton’s 
love was paintball, and he dropped 
out of college for a spot on the roster 

of the San Antonio X-Factor 
Professional Paintball team.

Ashton lost his spot on 
the paintball team after 
fracturing his ankle, and 
found himself wondering 
what to do with his life.

Joe wanted Ashton to 
see if he could get in the 

Navy. Because Ashton was a body 
builder, he thought he might be able 
to get a waiver despite the broken 
ankle, and felt fire fighting might be 
a good fit.

“We were asking if there's fire-
fighter positions in the Navy, and of 
course they were telling us yes,” Joe 
said. “But later we found out steel 
boats don't burn. You know, fire-
fighters in the Navy do everything 
but fight fires.”

When the Navy declined his 
application, Ashton and his father 
visited the joint recruitment base in 
Weatherford. Both the Air Force and 
the Army expressed an interest, as 
well as the Marines.

Ashton opted to join the Army, 
and there he learned about air 
defense systems. He was sent to Fort 
Sill, Oklahoma, where his studies 
continued.

“They taught him how to work 
on Patriot missile systems and, and 
C-RAM, which is kind of rocket 
artillery, mortar, and all the com-
puter engineering goes with all that,” 
Joe said.

Ashton was moved to El Paso 
and then to Fort Bliss. Fort Bliss 
was then deployed to Afghanistan, 
but due to the technical nature 
of Ashton’s work, he was not sent 
because the Army needed infantry 
for that deployment.

But about six months later 
Ashton was informed that a staff 

sergeant in Afghanistan had a death 
in the family, and Ashton was sent 
to Afghanistan to take that position.

Joe said when a person is 
deployed to a combat area, “they 
prepare you as if you're going to 
die. So he had to have a signed will, 
we had to have power of attorney, 
there's all kinds of things that you 
have to do when you get sent into a 
combat zone.”

Ashton’s first stop on the way to 
Afghanistan was El Paso, and Joe 
was the pilot on that flight.

“I remember putting a post on 
Facebook saying I'm delivering my 
son into the hands of evil, because 
he's being deployed to go fight in 
Afghanistan.

“Now, he wasn't gonna be given a 
gun to do hand-to-hand, but he was 
being sent to a forward operating 

Read this 
story online

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Capt. Joe Johnson with daughter Kaylee on the left and wife Shelli on the 
right at the inaugural CloudDancer Black Tie Gala.

Turn to CLOUDS, page A5

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Captain Joseph Johnson (second from left), founder and president of the 
CloudDancer Scholarship, is shown with social media manager Autumn 
Jacobs, corporate sponsor Adam Plunkett of Plunkett Aviation, and vice 
president Capt. Neil Raaz.

https://www.community-news.com/stories/willow-park-man-honors-son-with-scholarship-organization,10829


THE COMMUNITY NEWS  November 4, 2022   A5

Office:  817-443-9747

Fax:  817-887-2271

Mobile:  254-592-8739

107 Larson Lane, Suite 300-C
Aledo, TX 76008

ChristiJamesInsurance.com
Serving all your home, auto, business and life insurance needs.

CHRISTI  JAMES
BRANCH OWNER/AGENT

cjames@twfg.com

Independent agency serving all your home,  
auto, business and life insurance needs

NO MATTER YOUR NEED, 
WE HAVE YOU COVERED
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
A FREE QUOTE!

Office:  817-443-9747
Mobile: 254-592-8739
Email: cjames@twfg.com

107 Larson Lane, Suite 300-C
Aledo, TX 76008 BRANCH OWNER

Office:  817-443-9747

Fax:  817-887-2271

Mobile:  254-592-8739

107 Larson Lane, Suite 300-C
Aledo, TX 76008

ChristiJamesInsurance.com
Serving all your home, auto, business and life insurance needs.

CHRISTI  JAMES
BRANCH OWNER/AGENT

cjames@twfg.com

TEXAS PRESS ASSOCIATION

MEMBER 
2022

Mindy's Hope 
Foundation

Presenting Sponsors 

Taylor  and Nicole Sheridan
Honorary Chairs

Kolby Stewart
Event Chair

MeetsMeetsMeets
   

Purchase
tickets

Careity.org

base, where he was going to be be running all this 
highly specialized technical equipment.”

Ashton was in the middle of helping coordi-
nate helicopter operations.

“So he's he's talking with the helicopter 
pilots, the Blackhawks and the Cobras and all 
the Air Force guys and all that on the radio. And 
he's working the midnight shift. And typically 
when they're going to do an operation, that's 
when they do it. So he's seeing and hearing 
everything that's happening.”

One day Ashton called home alarmed. His 
base had been hit by mortar fire. The mortar hit 
the dining area, and Ashton suffered a concus-
sion from the explosion.

After a year and a half in the Army, Ashton 
returned home. He used his G.I. Bill to study 
aviation and get his private pilot’s license.

“That's when he found out the G.I. Bill 
doesn't pay for the private pilot certificate,”Joe 
said.

In his personal life Ashton enjoyed dancing, 
flying, and was known for his smile and his 
kindness.

But about a year ago Ashton lost his life.
In memory of Ashton, Joe started the Ashton 

Johnson Memorial CloudDancer Scholarship, 
now a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization 
“focused on serving veterans who want to pur-
sue a career in aviation.”

The aim of the scholarship is to raise funds 
to help fill the gap for military veterans who 
want to obtain their private pilot’s license.

The dream of funding that scholarship came 
to fruition last month with the inaugural Black 
Tie Gala on Oct. 15 at the CR Smith Museum in 
Fort Worth.

The museum was an appropriate venue for 
the event, as those who attended dined in the 
midst of American Airlines and aviation his-
tory in the shadow of a “meticulously restored 
1940 Douglas DC-3 aircraft called the ‘Flagship 
Knoxville’” which was used in the 1940s.

The keynote speaker at the event was 
Lieutenant General Steven R. Polk. And in the 
end the event raised in the neighborhood of 
$60,000 for the scholarship fund.

It was a fitting tribute that a young man’s 
love of flying can be passed on to others.

For more information, visit https://cloud-
dancerscholarship.org/.

CLOUDS
from page A4

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

TOP: Ashton Johnson  | BOTTOM: Ashton Johnson, right, receives recog-
nition from the U.S. Army.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

TOP: A framed picture of Michael Ashton Johnson.  | BOTTOM: 
The Old Ironsides award presented to SPC Michael A. Johnson.
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5

TCA Gift Market
The 11th Annual Trinity 
Christian Academy Gift 
Market will run from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. on Saturday, Nov 
5, at 4954 E. I-20 Service 
Road in Willow Park.
The Gift Market serves as 
a way for Trinity Christian 
Academy to reach out to 
our area communities and 
invite them in.
Admission is free.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 11

Ladycats Charity Golf 
Tournament
The Aledo Softball 
Boosters will host the sec-
ond annual Aledo Ladycats 
Charity Golf Tournament 
on Friday, Nov. 11, at 
Squaw Creek Golf Club.
Proceeds will go to the 
Aledo softball program to 
cover expenses the school 

district may not provide 
for. The largest portion of 
the funds will go to the 
Senior Class Scholarship 
Fund.
Sponsorships are available 
as well as registrations to 
play ($500/foursome or 
$150 per individual player.)
For more informa-
tion, email Matt Byars 
or Dewayne Cox at 
2023Ladycatssoftball@
gmail.com.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13

Shop for the Trot
The annual Shop for the 
Trot will run from 12-5 
p.m. on Sunday, Nov. 13, at 
Aledo Volleyball Club, 425 
FM 1187 in Aledo. Vendors 
at the event will donate 
back to the Marcia Walters 
Memorial Thanksgiving 
Trot.
For more information, visit 
www.aledothanksgivingtrot.
com.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 17

Bearcat Blast Clay Shoot
The Aledo Education 
Foundation will hold its 
annual Bearcat Blast Clay 
Shoot on Thursday, Nov. 17, 
at Defenders Outdoors Clay 
Sports Ranch, 8270 Aledo 
Road in Fort Worth.
Registration begins at 8 
a.m. and the tournament 
begins at 9 a.m.
For more information, visit 
https://www.aledoef.org/
copy-of-events-2.
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DOWN

  1  start a Dallas Stars
      game: “____-off”
  5  TXism: “get your
      ducks in _  ___”
  6  Texas-based 1973
      fi lm:”The Thief Who
      ____ to Dinner”
  7  TXism: “busy as _
      ___tender on
      payday”
  8  loud noise
  9  stop sign shape
16  “____ and every one”
18  TX B.J. country hit:
      “New Looks ____ 
      __  ___ Lover”
21  TXism: “__ two-steps
      to his own beat”
22  TXism: “bone __
      __” (study)
23  Texans like it iced
24  Cowboys not making
      the playoffs, e.g. 
30  Aggie reaction when
      A&M wins title, e.g.
34  __ Pepper
35  missing portion of
      a manuscript
36  loyal dog: “____
      best friend”
37  former Mavericks
      point guard, Harper
39  Amarillo’s “__-____
      ____ & Rodeo”
43  western fi lm:
      “horse _____”
44  Ann Richards was
      _______ the 45th
      governor of Texas
45  TXism: “he ain’t __
      spring chicken” (old)
46  TX ZZ Top album:
      “____ Hombres”

  1  face of a building
  2  another oil rich
      area: Saudi _____
  3  site of historic “Old
      Cora Courthouse”
  4  pitcher with spout
  9  TXism: “out __
      kilter” (broken)
10  in the Gulf on a
      passenger ship
11  in Pampa: “___  _’
      Texas Rodeo”
12  Carter, founder of
      the “Fort Worth
      Star-Telegram”

47  not a common descrip-
      tion for a politician
49  “glam,” for short
52  word meaning the same
      as another word (abbr.)
53  dir. from Crockett to
      Linden
54  2nd play in “A Texas
      Trilogy”: “__  ___ Hamp-
      ton Laverty Oberlander”
55  TXism: “store bought
      molars”

58  “can you
      ____  _
      secret?”
59  singer Boone
      who attended 
      UNT in Denton
60  TX Mary Kay ___
61  Texas actor
      Tommy ___ Jones

13  in Jackson
      County on U.S. 59
14  TX Buddy Holly hit:
      “Rave __” (1958)
15  TXism: “it’s ___
      worth didley squat”
17  TXism: “______  ___
      hawed” (stalled)
19  this Francis starred
      with TX Ginger in
      1935 fi lm “Romance
      in Manhatten”
20  TXism: “____  __ the
      bottom of a well”
24  Cowboys fi rst coach
      (init.)  
25  found in Texas: Trans-
      Pecos ___ snake
26  4,840 square yards

27  craftiness
28  maps within maps
29  memorable tune
31  TXism: “chuckle-
      head”
32  state nurses org.
33  subatomic particles
      such as electrons
38  a “Dallas” episode
      today, e.g.

40  “he’s got _  ___
      ear” (bad at music)
41  state employment
      org. before TWC  
42  “they ____  __  ___
      sidewalks at 9:00
      p.m.” (small town)
48  related to the onion
50  supposed emana-
      tion surrounding
      somebody
51  TX Ella ___ Morse
      sang “Cow-Cow
      Boogie”
56  Mount Everest
      country
57  poke fun at
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Support Services provided by 
Careity Foundation

MEET OUR
ANCER-FIGHTING
ROCK ST RS

Talha Riaz, MD Medical Oncologist/Hematologist | Aaron Laine, MD, PhD Radiation Oncologist

WWW.THECENTERTX.COM | 817.759.7000
Weatherford

FORT WORTH CENTRAL CAMPUS • FORT WORTH SOUTHWEST • ARLINGTON
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Matt Morris
817-529-5325 

matt@gusbates.com

Proud to 
Support the Aledo 

Bearcats

Securities offered through Kestra Investment Services, LLC (Kestra IS), member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through Kestra 
Advisory Services, LLC (Kestra AS), an affi liate of Kestra IS. Kestra IS and Kestra AS are not affi liated with Gus Bates Insurance & Investments. 

817-732-4419
www.sarahmorrisdds.comEMPLOYEE BENEFITS, PROPERTY & CASUALTY, 

RETIREMENT PLAN SERVICES
FAMILY DENTISTRY WHERE HONESTY & INTEGRITY MATTER!

State of the Art Sterilization Room
Invisalign and Zoom! Whitening

Massage Chairs and HDTV
Water Purification System

2551 River Park Dr. Suite 201 · Fort Worth, TX 76116
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Mail subscriptions are $29 per year in 
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year elsewhere. Subscribe at  
www.community-news.com/sub-
scribe. Receive our e-version, print 
version, or both all for the same price.

SUBMIT STORIES,  
PHOTOS OR IDEAS

We’re always on the lookout for story 
ideas. To share one, call Randy Keck 
at 817-441-7661, ext. 207 or email 
news@community-news.com. Please 
provide the basic story information 
as well as contact information in 
case we have questions.

We welcome letters, articles and 
guest opinions from our readers. 
Opinions expressed in this newspa-
per will be labeled as opinions, edito-
rials or letters, and do not necessar-
ily reflect the opinions of the owner-
ship. Letters should be signed, and 
limited to approximately 300 words. 
All submissions to the newspaper 

should include a telephone number 
in case we have questions. Letters 
are due by Monday at noon for that 
week’s paper. Community announce-
ments, achievements and obituaries 
are due by noon Friday for the follow-
ing week’s paper. Send submissions 
to news@community-news.com.

Photos submitted should include 
names of the people in the pho-
tograph. For ease in submitting 
photographs electronically, visit our 
contact form at community-news.
com/contacts.

The Community News does not charge 
for timely wedding, engagement and 
birth announcements provided they 
are of reasonable length. Lengthy 
announcements will either be edited to 
a reasonable length or, at the discretion 
of the person submitting the announce-
ment, be charged a fee. The deadline 
for submitting announcements is noon 
Friday for the following week’s paper.

News
Rick Mauch

Photography 
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Kristin Morales

Early voting for the general election ends on 
Friday, Nov. 4, with the closely watched gover-
nor’s race pitting incumbent Gov. Greg Abbott 
against challenger Beto O’ Rourke headlining 
the ballot. A number of other statewide races 
are on the ballot, including lieutenant gov-
ernor, attorney general, land commissioner, 
agriculture commissioner and comptroller. 

Voters can find polling places in their coun-
ty by visiting VoteTexas.gov. Those voting early 
can visit any location in the county in which 
they’re registered. However, those who choose 
to vote on Election Day must go to the specific 
precinct in which they live. 

DPS director says he  
won’t resign

Texas Department of Public Safety Director 
Steve McCraw is fending off calls for his resig-
nation in light of his department’s handling of 
the mass shooting at Robb Elementary School 
in Uvalde last May, in which 19 students and 
two teachers died. However, McCraw said 
“every responding officer needs to be account-
able for their actions,” according to the Austin 
American-Statesman. The Texas Rangers, an 
arm of the DPS, reportedly are investigating 
several troopers among the 90 who were on 
the scene. DPS Sgt. Juan Maldonado was fired 
recently for his role in the shooting response.

As the Statesman reported, officers from 
multiple law enforcement agencies delayed 
confronting the gunman for 77 minutes even 
as those trapped inside called for help.

McCraw said the Rangers’ investigation will 
be complete by year’s end.

Report card: Texas  
students lag in math

Like students across the coun-
try, students in Texas are struggling 
to recover from learning losses 
stemming from the pandemic, par-
ticularly in math, the Nation’s Report 
Card indicates. Officially called the National 
Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 
the test is administered in reading and math 
for a sample of students in 4th and 8th grade 
roughly every two years, according to the Texas 
Education Agency.

The bright side appears to be that students 
in Texas showed more progress than most 
in their academic recovery, TEA reported. 
Reading scores for Texas students are not sta-
tistically different than in 2019, the last time 
the test was administered — and before the 
pandemic struck. However, math scores are 
significantly lower than they were in 2019.

“Results from the 2022 Nation’s Report Card 
highlight the hard work of Texas teachers and 
students. While we are largely recovering from 
the effects of the pandemic in reading, much 
work remains in math,” said Texas Education 
Commissioner Mike Morath.

Statewide veterans’ hiring event
Texas veterans, service members, and 

their spouses are invited to participate in this 
year’s Hiring Red, White & You! statewide 

hiring event, which began Nov. 1 and runs 
through Nov. 18 with in-person and virtual 
events across the state. 

Hosted by the Texas Workforce Commission, 
along with workforce development boards and 
other agencies, the hiring fair connects veter-
ans, transitioning service members, and spouses 
with Texas employers seeking their skills and 
experience. The state is home to more than 1.7 
million veterans and current military members.

Employers who hire veterans could be eligi-
ble for a tax credit of up to $9,600. The event 
in the past 10 years has worked with more 
than 20,000 employers, connected more than 
144,000 job seekers to job opportunities, and 
helped facilitate 3,198 same-day hires.

The events are free. Job seekers can find more 
details at twc.texas.gov/hiring-red-white-you.

Agriculture still significant  
economic driver

While the state’s large cities are experi-
encing considerable population growth, 
agriculture continues to be a big part of the 
Texas economy. Farming and ranching oper-
ations can be found in every part of the state 
— citrus crops in the Rio Grande Valley, cotton 
in the High Plains, rice paddies in the Coastal 
Plains, cattle ranches in West Texas, and tim-
ber in East Texas. 

The state comptroller’s office reported nearly 
$25 billion in cash receipts in 2021 from the Texas 
agricultural industry, the fourth-highest among 
all states — trailing only California, Iowa, and 
Nebraska. The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
reports the state has 247,000 farms (ranches are 
considered a type of farm), more than double the 
next two states, Missouri and Iowa. 

Cattle represent the state’s top ag commod-
ity, with 40.4% of the cash receipts generated. 
The top three commodities are cattle, dairy, 
and poultry, according to USDA.

Dry weather tempers deer  
season expectations

Dry weather throughout much of 
the state as deer season approaches is 
tempering expectations for the general 
white-tailed deer season, which begins 
Saturday, Nov. 5. 

“A number of hunters and landown-
ers report seeing lots of deer, especially 
younger deer,” said Alan Cain of the Texas 
Parks & Wildlife Department. “Part of 
that is a result of good fawn crops the 

last couple of years, so there’s more bucks in 
those younger age classes relative to bucks in 
that four- to six-year-old range. As we move 
into November and closer to the rut, those older 
bucks should increase movement activities in 
search of does, hopefully presenting an oppor-
tunity for a lucky hunter.”

Drought impacts on deer habitats have 
adversely affected antler quality, Cain added.

COVID-19 cases stay steady
The number of new COVID-19 cases report-

ed by the Coronavirus Resource Center at Johns 
Hopkins University in Texas during the past 
week stayed steady at 11,667, with 81 new deaths 
reported. The number of lab-confirmed COVID-
19 hospitalizations in Texas, as reported by 
the Texas Department of State Health Services, 
was essentially unchanged at 1,042.
Gary Borders is a veteran award-winning Texas 
journalist. He published a number of commu-
nity newspapers in Texas during a 30-year 
span, including in Longview, Fort Stockton, 
Nacogdoches and Cedar Park. Email: gborders@
texaspress.com.

Capital Highlights

Early voting ends Friday; 
election is Tuesday, Nov. 8

Gary Borders
gborders@texaspress.com

Read this 
story online

Note of thanks
The Aledo Ex-Student Association 

board members would like to say THANKS 
for helping us to have a great year. We had 
about 65 ex-students and guests attend the 
banquet. Monetary donations and our silent 
auction will enable us to present scholar-
ships to two graduates of the Aledo High 
School Class of 2023. These scholarships 
are given in memory of Jimmy Jackson 
and Don Homsley, who gave their lives in 
Vietnam. If there is an ex-student who is 
not receiving information on the banquet 
and you would like to do so, please send 
your name and address to PO Box 737, 
Aledo, TX 76008.

If we have inadvertently left your name 
off of the list, please accept our apologies. 
Again, THANKS, especially to the following 
generous supporters.

Ace Hardware Willow Park, Aledo 
ISD, Ben and Mari Whiteman, Bettie Sue 
Cook, Brenda McKenzie Johnson, Cracker 
Barrel, Clear Fork Materials, Dillard's 
Feed Store Weatherford, Debbie Garrison, 
Glen King, June King, Jan Tonroy, Jim 
Hardick, Johnny Bell, Kelly and Pat Riley, 
Lula Kirk, Mesquite Pit, Mona Fields, 
Margaret and Vaughn Morris, Norman 
Morton, Nykaza's Auto Repair, Outback - 
Bone Fish, Olive Garden, Pam Bean, Pat 
Whiteman, Railhead, Russell and Virginia 
Tanner, Sharon Vinson, Squaw Creek Golf 
Course, Salt Grass, Sharon Canafax, Terry 
and Helen Hyles, Texas Road House.

- The 2022 Board Members: Kelly, Ben, 
Margaret, Ann, June, Bettie Sue, Pam, 

Sharon, Jan, Jo and Lillian

Your Views
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Well, it’s been a while since I wrote any-
thing in these pages and I thought I’d try to 
catch up a little.

Things have been crazy busy here at TCN 
what with all the fall activities going on.

I am saddened that we have lost three 
Aledo institutions lately.

Barbara Smiley, in addition to being the 
mother of former Mayor Kit Marshall, was 
a kind and gentle woman.

Barbara was a devout Christian who, in 
life, lived out her faith.

Likewise, O.C. Dugan was an Aledo 
institution. I never got a chance to know 
him real well, but we would exchange greet-
ings at various local events.

He was an ardent supporter of the Aledo 
Ag Science program, and could always be 
found at the Aledo Ex Student’s Association 
dinners at homecoming time.

The person I knew best was Charlie 
McLain who, like the rest, put his personal 
faith into action.

When we moved our office (literally, 
the building was moved) to Pecan Street in 
2007, Charlie installed the new breaker box 
for us.

He was active in Aledo United Methodist 
Church, where he organized and let 
uncounted youth mission trips.

He was also a mainstay at Bearcat Valero. 
I’ll miss walking in and seeing him sitting 
there having lunch.

And I know they miss him, too.

Slings&Arrows

Catching Up

Randy Keck
rkeck@community-news.com

https://www.community-news.com/stories/early-voting-ends-friday,10630
https://www.community-news.com/stories/this-weeks-cartoon,10631
https://www.community-news.com/stories/note-of-thanks,10716
https://www.community-news.com/stories/catching-up,10914
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In
 & Around

Parker CountyParker County

ATEX TRASH 
SERVICESERVICE

PROVIDING EXCELLENT 
SERVICE FOR THOSE 

OUTSIDE THE CITY LIMITS

WEEKLY SERVICE: 
$35 PER MONTH

Locally owned and 
operated since 2010

TIM GREEN: 
817-344-8464

WWW.ATEXTRASH.COM

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

MyserOrtho.com  •  817-441-8700  •  Aledo & Willow Park

Schedule your free at-home assessment

(817) 887-9401 | info@overturehomecare.com
3750 S. University, Suite 250, Fort Worth, TX

www.overturehomecare.com

Compassionate  
In-Home Care  

for Seniors

Ring Leaders Kennel

• Grooming 
• Boarding 
• Heated & 

Cooled 
• Indoor & 

Outdoor 
Runs

• 24 Hour 
Attendant 

Aledo 817-441-8071

We go the 
distance to care 

for your pet!

103 W. Church 
On the Square in Weatherford 

817-596-8758 • 817-594-2612

“BEEN HERE AND WILL BE HERE”

Propane  
Sales and  
Service

5 Generations of the  
Same Family,  

Same Phone Number,  
Same AddressYEARSYEARS

OF PROPANE
1958-2021

 ADULT-ONLY PARK. PETS WELCOME. 

 30/50 AMP ELECTRIC, WATER, SEWER, CABLE

 WI-FI READY, SAFE AND SECURE WITH GATED PERIMETER

 CONCRETE PADS, SMOOTH STREETS, LAWNS, LANDSCAPING

 RENT BY DAY, WEEK, MONTH.  TRASH PICKUP BY 10 A.M.

 OUTDOOR FIRE PITS AND COMMUNITY GRILL

 TEXAS-SIZE PATIO, LARGE LOUNGE AREA

14445 White Settlement Road • Fort Worth
yellowroservresort.com

817-229-8665 • yellowroservresort@gmail.com

Ring Leaders Kennel has served 
Parker County and its surrounding cit-
ies for 40 years, making it one of Aledo’s 
oldest businesses.

Alaina Tenseth and her late husband, 
John founded the grooming and board-
ing business together in the mid-1970s. 

When they decided to move west, 
the small-town business relocated 
from its original Fort Worth facility 
in October 1981 — and has stayed in 
Aledo ever since.

Its local facility offers 30 inside-out-
side runs that are climate-controlled and 
eight luxury suites, which are 8-foot-
by-10-foot rooms with a patio area. 
Additionally, all animals have access to 
play areas.

When boarded, Tenseth, who shares 
property with the facility, said there’s 
always someone physically present to 
watch the dogs and cats. There are also 
surveillance cameras.

“We never leave the animals unat-
tended,” Tenseth said.

Ring Leaders Kennel offers over-
night boarding to all breeds and sizes of 
cats and dogs. It also offers full-groom-
ing services to dogs and can provide 
specialized grooming for cats on an 
as-needed basis, though it is not a com-
mon service offered by the kennel.

Tenseth she has been grooming and 
boarding animals for more than 45 
years. It’s a career she receives joy from 
and doesn’t plan on changing. 

Her longest-lasting clients have been 
with her for nearly 40 years — since 
1975 — through the move from Fort 
Worth to Aledo.

Many have used 
Tenseth’s services 
through a long lin-
eage of pets.

“We’ve gone through several gener-
ations of pets and several generations of 
people,” Tenseth said. “And we’ve never 
taken any of them for granted.

Ring Leaders — 40 years of serving Parker County

Call Ring Leaders at 817-441-8071 to 
schedule boardoing or grooming.

https://www.community-news.com/in-around-parker-county/
https://www.community-news.com/stories/ring-leaders-40-years-of-serving-parker-county,3542
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CLEAR FORK MATERIALS

800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD
ALEDO, TEXAS

HOURS: M-F 8-5 •SAT 8-2 WWW.CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM

“Are you growing with us?”
Residential & Commercial

817-441-7777

• Topsoils & Custom 
Soil Blends

• Compost & Mulches
• Rock & Sand Products

Serving North Texas 
since l986

Pick up or Delivery Available

White’s 
Funeral Home
130 Houston Ave. • Weatherford 

817-596-4811
www.whitesfuneral.com

Our family
serving 

your family
since 1908.

CROSS COUNTRY

Aledo runners back at state
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

The fall is nice in the Austin area 
this time of year. Just ask Aledo 
cross country coach Mike Pinkerton.

For the third time in four years 
he is accompanying his cross coun-
try runners to the Class 5A State 
Meet in Round Rock. The Ladycats 
will compete as a team Saturday at 
Old Settler's Park, where they will 
be joined by Bearcat Jack 
Fink.

Fink is making his sec-
ond straight appearance 
at state as he also quali-
fied in 2021 with the entire 
Bearcats team. The Aledo 
boys also qualified in 2019.

"They are absolutely 
peaking at the right time," 
Pinkerton said. "They are looking 
really good right now."

The Ladycats placed fourth at 
the Region I Meet on Oct. 25, led 
by freshman Molly Garrison's sec-
ond-place individual time of 18 
minutes, 30.3 seconds over the 5K 
course. Two other Ladycats were in 
the top 13 as Sofia Brandenburg was 
11th in 19:22.1 and Elizabeth Griffin 
was 13th in 19:26.9.

Garrison's time at regionals is 
the 17th fastest in the state this 
season.

Fink, a sophomore, qualified with 
a 13th-place individual finish among 
the boys, clocking a 16:11.9. The 
Bearcats narrowly missed returning 
as a team, placing fifth at regionals.

Also running for the Ladycats 
are junior Sidney Tillotson, junior 
Aubrey Connally, freshman Sadie 
Williams and sophomore Emily 
Lewis.

"Luckily, the state course is a 
little easier than the course we run 
for regionals. It will all boil down to 
weather conditions," Pinkerton said. 

The forecast at press time for 
Round Rock around race 
time Saturday is cloudy 
with temperatures around 
60 degrees and a slight 
chance of rain (10%). 
However, the course could 
be wet from the expected 
overnight rain (up to 70% 
chance).

At state, the 5A girls 
will race at 10 a.m. and the boys will 
follow at 10:40 a.m.

Fink made news last season 
when he was hit by a deer — literally 
— while running during a practice. 
While he required surgery on his 
head to recover, he has done so and 
is running better than ever it seems.

"Jack is also peaking at the right 
time. He continues to improve each 
day. It is such a joy watching him 
work in practice," Pinkerton said.

Fink is looking to improve on his 
94th-place finish at state last season 
when he posted a time of 17:01.2. 
Pinkerton said that experience can 
only help him this weekend.

Fink's career-best time is 15:54.5, 
which he posted in the Southlake 
Carroll Invitational this season.

"He knows the course, which will 
benefit him greatly. He also either 
knows or is aware of most of the top 

runners in our division," Pinkerton 
said. "He knows what he has to do, 
and he is working very hard to get 
there. I know he will be ready.

"The field in both the boys and 
girls 5A races is stacked with talent. 

It will be tough, but we are going to 
give it everything we’ve got.

"I am so proud of these athletes, 
and their work ethic. Can’t wait for 
state!"

Read this 
story online

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

The Aledo Ladycats will run as a team at the state cross country meet on Saturday morning in Round Rock.

VOLLEYBALL

Ladycats dominate North Side in bi-district action
By Randy Keck
The Community News

The Aledo Ladycats took 
the bi-district volleyball cham-
pionship in commanding 
fashion, defeating North Side 
High School 25-3, 25-13, 25-9.

Aledo came out strong 
early, taking the first two points 
before  North Side got on the board. 
From there, Aledo ran off a string of 12 
points under the serve of Lauren Mack 
with a combination of strong play at 
the net and miscues on the part of  
North Side.

 North Side put another point on 
the board when Aledo had a miscom-
munication and the ball dropped to the 
floor. Up 14-2, Aledo added another 
three points before  North Side added 
their third and last point of the set.

The second set was not the same 
picture for Aledo, as  North Side came 
to life and took an early 9-4 lead.

“It was just a couple of unforced 
errors,” head coach Claire Gay said after 
the match, “not adjusting on the front 
row as much as we needed them to.”

After that, Aledo put together a run 
of six straight scores behind the service 
of Rylee Metts to take a 12-10 lead. Up 
14-11, Aledo strung together six more 
points and finished the second set 25-13.

After that the Ladycats smelled 
blood and reeled off the first six points 
of the third set. Up 7-2, Alyssa Gonzales 
began her serve. On the first play Vivian 

Parker sent down a kill and 
Gonzales served an ace to put 
Aledo up 9-2. The teams traded 
points, but Aledo was putting 
up two points at a time and 
was up 14-7 when Mack began 
serving and the Ladycats put 
together a seven-point run to 

go up 21-7. Another three-point run 
and the Ladycats were up 23-9 before 
closing out the set and the match, 25-9.

“We came out ready to play,” Gay 
said  of the match. “The girls were 
consistent; we had a long talk about 

staying focused, playing ahead a couple 
of plays in their head, thinking about 
decision making, serving top, play-
ing good defense where we can adjust 
quickly on our toes.”

With a strong victory, Gay said the 
team accomplished its goals for the 
match.

“We definitely took over the game 
plan that we had in place to play this 
team. Everybody got it got a chance 
and got touches on the ball —  that 
was important. And they got that 

Read this 
story online

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

LEFT: The Ladycats celebrate their victory Tuesday after defeating Northside in three sets to win the bi-district crown. | RIGHT: Vivian Parker leaps for 
a kill against Northwest.

Turn to VOLLEYBALL, page B7

https://www.community-news.com/stories/aledo-runners-back-at-state,10632
https://www.community-news.com/stories/ladycats-dominate-northside-in-bi-district-action,10741
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By Rick Mauch
The Community News

The Aledo Bearcats were fin-
ishing the regular season at press 
time, hosting the Brewer Bears. The 
Bearcats (7-2 overall, 7-0 in District 
3-5A Division I) had already secured 
the league championship, while the 
Bears (2-7, 2-5) will start focusing 
on next season this weekend.

So, while on paper the game may 
not seem like much more than a 
fine-tuneup for the Bearcats before 
moving on to bi-district next week, 
it was also Senior Night. 
Yes, the Bearcats will host 
a first-round playoff game 
next week, but this week 
was the final district game, 
the final regular-season 
game for the 45 seniors on 
the roster.

And head coach Tim 
Buchanan had a message 
for them, not just for last night 
but also for as far as the Bearcats 
advance in the postseason.

“They need to enjoy what they 
have left of their football season. 
They’ll never get this back,” he said. 
“Ninety-five percent will never put 
on a football uniform after this sea-
son. They put so much into it, they 
work so hard during the season, 
during the offseason.

“It’s really tough on kids when 
they finish playing high school foot-
ball. They don’t have a next week, 
a next year. So make sure you do 
everything you can to make your 
senior year your best year.”

Bidistrict foe
The Bearcats’ opponent in the 

first round in the playoffs is still up 
in the air as the final week of the 
regular season is being played. They 
will face the fourth-place team from 
District 4-5A Division I.

But who that will be is a com-
plete mystery entering the weekend.

Killeen Shoemaker and Lake 
Belton are both 5-2 and tied for 

third, with Killeen Ellison a game 
behind at 4-3. Shoemaker travels 
to Granbury (2-5) while Ellison and 
Lake Belton will play in Belton.

Then, there’s Red Oak, current-
ly second at 7-1 (8-1 overall). The 
Hawks travel to district-leading 
Midlothian (9-0 overall, 7-0), with 
a Red Oak win giving them the 
district title and a loss creating a 
possible three-way tie for second. 

So, the only thing the Bearcats 
know for sure is they won’t be play-
ing Midlothian or Red Oak, who 

have secured the top two 
seeds, (Red Oak owns a tie-
breaker in a three-way tie). 
However, it will definitely be 
this weekend before Aledo 
can zero in on who exactly to 
prepare for.

“You don’t worry about 
what you can’t control,” 
Buchanan said. “You can’t 

control the weather, officials, and 
you can’t control your opponent.”

Whoever settles into the fourth 
spot has the unenviable task of try-
ing to end the Bearcats’ streak of 
25 consecutive bi-district victories 
dating to 1996. 

Open week
Buchanan said the Bearcats’ 

open week was “Uneventful, how 
you want your bye week to be.”

Of course, they were coming off 
back-to-back emotional wins, their 
two biggest of the season. On Nov. 14 
they defeated Burleson Centennial 
64-21 in Burleson, followed by a 
35-21 win at Denton Ryan that 
clinched the district championship.

And, as the team took on Brewer 
in the final regular-season game, he 
said the focus was “Continue getting 
better. We’re still young. We didn’t 
grow up overnight. Getting back in 
the swing of things isn’t always easy.”

Murador’s back
Clay Murador, the Bearcats’ top 

kicker and punter last season, has 

returned to the team. He had not 
played this season because he was 
focusing on getting a scholarship to 
play soccer in college.

Buchanan said the University of 
Indiana made an offer to Murador 
and he’s expected to accept it on 
early signing day in December.

Last season, Murador scored 75 
points. He was a perfect 63-for-63 
on extra points and was 4-for-5 on 
field goals, with a long kick of 49 
yards.

He also averaged 39.7 yards per 
punt with a long kick of 62 yards, 
along with 55.6 yards per kickoff.

“I asked the captains because I 
didn’t want it to just be my deci-
sion — but I definitely welcome him 
back — and everyone said certainly,” 
Buchanan said. “He’s a little rusty. 
He hasn’t kicked since the South 
Oak Cliff game last year (third round 
of the playoffs and the Bearcats’ final 
game).

“We’re going to still utilize 
what Cole (Crawford) and Nathan 
Wood can do as well. We are very 
fortunate.”

Crawford has scored 40 points 
this season on 34 PATs and two field 
goals. He’s also averaging 53.1 yards 
on kickoffs. Wood is averaging 37.7 
yards punting.

State rankings
The Bearcats remained No. 3 in 

Class 5A Division I in both the Dave 
Campbell’s/AP state rankings and 
MaxPreps. Burleson Centennial is 
not in the top 10 for Dave Campbell’s/
AP and is No. 9 in MaxPreps.

Teams to watch  
in postseason

As the Bearcats chase their 11th 
state championship, the road will not 
be easy. Possibly waiting in the post-
season in Region I are Midlothian 
(No. 5 in Dave Campbell’s/AP and 

No. 8 in MaxPreps), along with 
Red Oak (No. 20 in MaxPreps). Of 
course, there’s always the possibility 
of a rematch with Centennial and/or 
Denton Ryan.

Beyond their own region but 
still in the Metroplex are Mansfield 
Timberview (No. 2 DC/AP, No. 7 
in MaxPreps), Lancaster (No. 4 
DC/AP, No. 2 in MaxPreps) and 
Frisco Reedy (No. 7 DC/AP, No. 6 
MaxPreps).

The No. 1 team in the state in 
both polls is Longview.

District 3-5A Division I standings
Team   District Overall
x-Aledo    7-0  7-2
y-Burl. Centennial  6-1  8-1
y-Justin Northwest 5-2  6-3
y-Denton Ryan  5-2  5-3
The Colony   4-4  4-6
Azle     3-4  3-6
FW Brewer   2-5  2-7
FW South Hills  0-7  1-8
Saginaw    0-7  0-9
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@COWTOWNCOLISEUM
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@HOTELDROVER
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Country

music
Event Of The Year!

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND A FULL SCHEDULE OF EVENTS, PLEASE VISIT FORTWORTHSTOCKYARDS.COM

SPONSORED BY

A FORCE OF NATURE

BYBY

Country Showdown
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12 | 11AM-5PM

Cody Cresswell, Coston Cross, Nate Burnham, Chris Breaux
& Six String Rodeo, Southern Oak Band, Billy Jo,

Landon Heights and Matthew Shane Band!

Special performance featuring Will Carter  |  6-7:30PM

Country Unplugged

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 11 | 3-8PM
Featuring Aaron Lacombe, Dana Deatherage, Chris Moreau, 
Hayden Hilliard, Maddie Rose, Garth LaGrone, Erick Fayard, 

Monty Dawson and Jason Custer!

Texas Country Music Awards Show
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13 | 6PM

Featuring Roger Creager, Terry McBride & The Ride,
Bailey Rae and many more!

Billy Bob’s Texas  |  TICKETS FROM $35

Christian Country Concert
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13 | 12-1PM

Featuring Justin Todd Herod!

HIGH SPEED INTERNET
SPEEDING IS ENCOURAGED 
CALL CIRRA NETWORKS TODAY

(817) 259-1100  |  www.cirranet.net

TACLA67709Ewww.jwmechanicalsystems.com

4 COMMON 
REASONS FOR 
HVAC FAILURE

IS YOUR SYSTEM 
READY THIS SEASON?

CALL 682-999-6062 
TODAY!

Heating and
Air Conditioning 

Maintenance Plans & 
Financing Options Available

Veteran Owned & Family Operated
Aledo Graduate - Class of ‘96

Debris Around the Unit
Heatpumps require approximately 18-24” of 
breathing room.

Improper Installation
This can reduce effi ciency by 30%.

Lack of Maintenance
Regular maintenance can increase a 
system’s life 5-6 years.

Improper Sizing
This causes strain on a 
system’s equipment, 
which will decrease 
the life of 
the unit.

Ginger Adams Transworld Business  
Advisors of Weatherford

T 682-888-0503
C 682-255-0157

gadams@tworld.com
www.tworld.com/weatherford

MEMBER 2022

TEXAS PRESS 
ASSOCIATION

BRELEIGH MAYER/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Cornerback Chris Johnson (6) dives for a Denton Ryan runner in the penultimate district game on Oct. 21.

Read this 
story online

Turn to FOOTBALL, page B3

FOOTBALL

Bearcats making final preparations for playoffs

https://www.community-news.com/stories/bearcats-making-final-preparations-for-playoffs,10822
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Last week’s results
Centennial 28, Northwest 27
Ryan 31, Brewer 6
The Colony 59, Saginaw 3
Azle 73, South Hills 6

This week’s games (end of regular season)
All at 7 p.m.
Thursday
Brewer at Aledo
Friday
Azle at Centennial
Northwest at Ryan
Saginaw at South Hills
The Colony season over

Game at a glance
Brewer Bears (2-7, 2-5 in District 3-5A Division 

I) at Aledo Bearcats (7-2, 7-0)

When: 7 p.m. Thursday, Bearcat Stadium

Brewer offensive players to watch: QB Chris 
Wigington 453 yards, 4 TD, 2 int. Passing, 11 
carries, 33 yards rushing; RB Mehki Elmore 66 
carries, 645 yards, 8 TD; WR Tre King 19 catch-
es, 180 yards, 2 TD.

Aledo offensive players to watch: QB Hauss Hejny 
61-for-102, 1,242 yards, 13 TD, 3 interceptions 
passing, 61 carries, 643 yards, 8 TD rushing; RB 
Hawk Patrick-Daniels 114 carries, 842 yards, 
12 TD, 4 catches, 33 yards; WR Jalen Pope 36 
catches, 698 yards, 10 TD; RB Caleb Pope 47 
carries, 299 yards, 9 TD, 4 catches, 59 yards.

Brewer defensive players to watch: ATH Cameron 
Clay 55 tackles, 2 sacks, 1 fumble recovery; DB 
Dakories Moment 30 tackles, 4 interceptions, 1 
fumble recovery.

Aledo defensive players to watch: LB Dahvon 
Keys 52 tackles, 2.5 for loss, 1 interception 
returned 73 yards for a touchdown; LB Andrew 
Parkhurst 33.5 tackles, 8.5 for loss, 2.5 sacks; 
S Jake Gillespie 39 tackles, 2 for loss, 1 inter-
ception, 1 fumble recovery;  S Boogie Owens 
30 tackles, 1 for loss, 1 interception, 2 fumble 
recoveries; CB Chris Johnson 22 tackles, 2 
for loss, 2 interceptions returned a total of 60 
yards, 1 fumble recovery.

Team rushing yards per game: Aledo 262.0, 
Brewer 170.4. 

Team passing yards per game: Aledo 188.4, 
Brewer 83.9.

Team rushing yards surrendered per game: 
Aledo 117.6, Brewer 174.7 

Team passing yards surrendered per game: 
Aledo 160.0, Brewer 129.0.

Turnovers: Aledo 11, Brewer 7.

Takeaways: Aledo 15, Brewer 24.

All-time record: Aledo leads the series 16-2 and 
has won the past 14 meetings. Their last meet-
ing was in 2017, a 59-7 Bearcats victory.

WRESTLING

Season 2 set to get underway
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

The inaugural season of wres-
tling at Aledo High School was a 
success with six boys qualifying 
for the 5A Region I Meet.

Now, coach Austin Stockon 
and his team are ready for even 
more.

"Now that we have a year 
under our belts, and I am hope-
ful that this team can go out and 
compete week-in and 
week-out," Stockon 
said. "My hope is to 
get more out of our 
district level this year 
and on to regionals."

The season is 
going to begin in a 
special way. Instead 
of the customary indoor match, 
Aledo is going to open its season 
against Weatherford in an event 
called Parker County Dual under 
the stars at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Nov. 8, at Kangaroo Stadium.

"We're doing outside that 
evening so it'll be unique event. 
I want to get the word out to our 
community so we can pack the 

stands and cheer our group on," 
Stockon said.

Varsity boys returning include 
seniors Zach Attaway (150-
pound division), Britton Collins 
(190), Jason "Colonel" Douglas 
(157), Jacob Ellerbusch (132), 
Ty Hand (157), Jason Rudnick 
(126), Chad Thomas (120), Max 
Toth (165), Bryce Vonasek (190) 
and Bryon Moreno (285), along 
with sophomore Grady Saunders 

(126).

Thomas placed third 
in district last season and 
qualified for regionals, 
while Hand was a region-
al alternate after placing 
fifth in district.

Three sophomores 
return for the Ladycats, 

Caroline Gartner (138), Avery 
Kernan (107) and Kyra Wright 
(114). Kernan and Wright were 
each sixth in district.

"Brice Bohn comes in to 
our 106-pound spot, filling a 
weight we did not have last year," 
Stockon said. "He also comes 
with some wrestling experience, 
so I am looking for him to make 

an immediate impact on our 
team." 

The Bearcats/Ladycats will 
return to Weatherford — this 
time to the high school — on Nov. 
18 for the Outback Invitational. 
Their first varsity home meet will 
be a tri-meet against Benbrook 

and Carter Riverside on Dec. 14, 
though the junior varsity will 
host a meet on Dec. 5.

They will also compete in 
tournaments at Midlothian 
Heritage (Nov. 12), Colleyville 
Heritage (Dec. 2-3), Burleson 
Centennial (Dec. 10), Azle 
(Jan. 7) and Arlington Bowie 
(Jan. 20-21). The District 4-5A 
Tournament is in Azle Feb. 2-3, 
where the top four in each weight 
class will advance to regionals 
Feb. 10-11.

"We have a tough district that 
reaches all the way out to Lubbock. 
Azle is returning to a great group 
and is bringing back most of their 
girls who made a run at state last 
year," Stockon said. "My hope is 
that we go into districts healthy 
this year and can make a better 
run at getting more kids onto the 
regional stage.

"I'm excited to watch this 
team compete. Last year it was 
completely new for everyone.”

Read this 
story online

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

TOP Jacob Ellerbusch will wrestle this season in the 132 class. | 
BOTTOM: Jackson Rudnick returns to the Bearcats in the 126 class. 

Critical Race Theory uses skin color and gender to define 
and judge people by group. Dan Patrick believes this is 
prejudice and divisive, and he passed a bill to stop the 
use of Critical Race Theory in our public schools and he 
will stop it in our universities as well.

Dan Patrick listened to families during COVID who were 
not allowed to see family members in nursing homes or 
hospitals, and Patrick passed a law guaranteeing families 
the right to see loved ones during a pandemic or public 
health emergency.

After the 2021 winter freeze, Dan Patrick had every 
member of the Texas Public Utility Commission and the 
Electric Reliability Council of Texas replaced. And this 
new leadership is why Texas was able to keep power 
flowing during an extremely hot summer.

Check out where we’ve been so far…
danpatrick.org/bustour2022

Our trail
 across Texas…

Election Day: Nov. 8  ★  Early Voting: Oct. 24 - Nov. 4

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY LAW ENFORCEMENT 

AND SHERIFFS ACROSS TEXAS: Sheriff William R. Flores, Anderson • Sheriff Charles R. Stewart, Andrews • Sheriff Gregory A. Sanches, Angelina • Sheriff William A. Mills, Aransas • Sheriff 
William Jack Curd, Archer • Sheriff Melissa Anderson, Armstrong • Sheriff David A. Soward, Atascosa • Sheriff Jack Brandes, Austin • Sheriff Daniel Raymond Butts, Bandera • Sheriff Maurice C. Cook, Bastrop • 

Sheriff Sam Mooney, Baylor • Sheriff Alden E. Southmayd, III, Bee • Sheriff Eddy Lange, Bell • Sheriff Jeffrey K. Neal, Bowie • Sheriff  Bo Stallman, Brazoria • Sheriff Garrett King Davis, Briscoe • Sheriff Vance W. Hill, 
Brown • Sheriff Calvin Boyd, Burnet • Sheriff Bobbie Vickery, Calhoun • Sheriff Tam Terry, Carson • Sheriff Larry Rowe, Cass • Sheriff Brian C. Hawthorne, Chambers • Sheriff Brent Dickson, Cherokee • Sheriff 

Danny Gillem, Childress • Sheriff Jeffrey C. Lyde, Clay • Sheriff Les W. Cogdill, Coleman • Sheriff Mark W. Reynolds, Comal • Sheriff Chad Miller, Concho • Sheriff Ray Sappington, Cooke • Sheriff Scott A. Williams, 
Coryell • Sheriff Andrew R. Aguilar, Crane • Sheriff Shane C. Stevenson, Dallam • Sheriff Matt Hogg, Dawson • Sheriff J. Dale Butler, Jr, Deaf Smith • Sheriff Charla Singleton, Delta • Sheriff Tracy Murphree, Denton • 
Sheriff Carl R. Bowen, DeWitt • Sheriff Charles "Butch" Blackburn, Jr., Donley • Sheriff Jason Weger, Eastland • Sheriff Michael W. Griffis, Ector • Sheriff Matt Coates, Erath • Sheriff Mark L. Johnson, Fannin • Sheriff 

Ricky S. Jones, Franklin • Sheriff Ronny Pipkin, Gaines • Sheriff Henry A. Trochesset, Galveston • Sheriff Buddy Mills, Gillespie • Sheriff Keith Burnett, Glasscock • Sheriff Roy Boyd, Jr, Goliad • Sheriff Keith A. 
Schmidt, Gonzales • Sheriff Maxey Cerliano, Gregg • Sheriff Donald G. Sowell, Grimes • Sheriff Arnold S. Zwicke, Guadalupe • Sheriff David Cochran, Hale • Sheriff Justin R. Caraway, Hamilton • Sheriff Robert 

Mahaffee, Hansford • Sheriff Patrick Laughery, Hardeman • Sheriff Brandon Fletcher, Harrison • Sheriff Chanze W. Fowler, Hartley • Sheriff Brent Clapp, Hemphill • Sheriff Botie Hillhouse, Henderson • Sheriff James 
R. Scifres, Hockley • Sheriff Lewis Tatum, Hopkins • Sheriff Stan Parker, Howard • Sheriff Terry G. Jones, Hunt • Sheriff Blaik Ryan Kemp, Hutchinson • Sheriff Mitchel Newman, Jasper • Sheriff Brad Coe, Kinney • 

Sheriff Richard C. Kirkpatrick, Kleberg • Sheriff Scott C. Cass, Lamar • Sheriff Gary Maddox, Lamb • Sheriff Jesus G. Ramos, Lampasas • Sheriff Micah C. Harmon, Lavaca • Sheriff Robert J. Rader, Jr., Liberty • 
Sheriff Larry R. Busby, Live Oak • Sheriff Bill Blackburn, Llano • Sheriff Kelly S. Rowe, Lubbock • Sheriff David Capps, Marion • Sheriff Frank Skipper Osborne, Matagorda • Sheriff Parnell McNamara, McLennan • 

Sheriff Randy R. Brown, Medina • Sheriff David A. Criner, Midland • Sheriff Clint Royce Hammonds, Mills • Sheriff Patrick Toombs, Mitchell • Sheriff Marshall W. Thomas, Montague • Sheriff Rand Henderson, 
Montgomery • Sheriff Morgan W. Hightower, Moore • Sheriff Jack Martin, Morris • Sheriff Robert D. Fisk, Motley • Sheriff Jason Bridges, Nacogdoches • Sheriff David Warren, Nolan • Sheriff J. C. Hooper, Nueces • 

Sheriff Lane Mooney, Orange • Sheriff Sarah Fields, Panola • Sheriff Eric L. Geske, Parmer • Sheriff David Traylor, Rains • Sheriff Christopher E. Forbis, Randall • Sheriff Raul "Pinky" Gonzales, Refugio • Sheriff John 
Wayne Valdez, Rusk • Sheriff Greg Capers, San Jacinto • Sheriff Oscar Rivera, San Patricio • Sheriff Jason L. Chatham, Schleicher • Sheriff James P. Wilson, III, Scurry • Sheriff Edward A. Miller, Shackelford • Sheriff 

Kevin Windham, Shelby • Sheriff Ted Allen, Sherman • Sheriff Larry R. Smith, Smith • Sheriff Kyle Schmalzried, Swisher • Sheriff Bill E. Waybourn, Tarrant • Sheriff J. K. "Doc" Wigington, Throckmorton • Sheriff J. 
Nick Hanna, Tom Green • Sheriff Woody A. Wallace, Trinity • Sheriff Bryan Weatherford, Tyler • Sheriff Joe Carter, Van Zandt • Sheriff Justin W. Marr, Victoria • Sheriff Clint R. McRae, Walker • Sheriff Troy Alan Guidry, 

Waller • Sheriff Frarin V. Valle, Ward • Sheriff Shannon Srubar, Wharton • Sheriff David Duke, Wichita • Sheriff James D. Mitchell, Winkler • Sheriff Lane Akin, Wise • Sheriff Kelly W. Cole, Wood

FOOTBALL
from page B2

https://www.community-news.com/stories/season-2-set-to-get-underway,10633
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LADYCAT 
OF THE WEEK

2880 Fort Worth Hwy. w Hudson Oaks
100 Willow Bend w Willow Park

www.go2fbt.com

Sponsored by

Sarah Michaelis - golf
She led the Ladycats Orange team to 
first place in the Battle at the Creek at 
Squaw Creek. She shot a career-low 78 
to take first place among individuals 
as well.

Realtor®

817.291.3228
Zack.fowler@kw.com
200 S Oakridge Dr. #103
Hudson Oaks, TX 76087

HERITAGE WEST
EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Clear Fork Materials

800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD • ALEDO, TEXAS
817-441-7777 • CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM

BACKS THE 
BEARCATS!

Residential & Commercial

817-458-1308 • www.bearcatccstorage.com
130 Nu Energy Drive • Aledo, TX 76008

B
E
A
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C
A
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State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company

Bloomington, IL1706813

Your home and car are more than just things. They’re where you make your  
memories – and they deserve the right protection. We get it. It’s why we’re here. 
LET’S TALK TODAY.

It’s why
we’re here.

Amy Kaplan ChFC CLU, Agent
amy@amykaplaninsurance.com

Bus: 817-220-5222
www.amykaplaninsurance.com

Jason Needham CLU ChFC, Agent
9610 E Bankhead Hwy

Aledo, TX  76008
Bus: 817-441-8000

jason@jasonneedham.com
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Your home and 
car are more than 
just things. They’re 
where you make your 
memories - and they 
deserve the right  
protection. We get it. 
It’s why we’re here. 

LET’S TALK TODAY.

ALEDO

Download our app for 
rewards,locations, & more!

(817) 441-6999 • sonicdrivein.com • 300 FM 1187, Aledo, TX

WE 
SUPPORT 

OUR 
BEARCATS!

BRUSH-
FLOSS-
WIN!

Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C.
Michael Ball, D.D.S., P.L.L.C.

 Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101
Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087

817-441-2425 · Fax: 817-441-2491
www.brushflosswin.com

www.brookshires.com 
(817) 441-5980

5118 E I-20 Service Rd S
Willow Park, TX

GO 
BEARCATS!

Skip the lines, not the service, 
with your personal shopper.

Online Ordering & Pickup Bands of AmericaPhotos by 

Keith Mathis - KGM Productions
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GO BEARCATS!

817.840.4444  •  PlainsCapital.com

• Oak Wilt Treatment
• Fire Ant  

Control
• Mosquito  

Control
• Lawn Plans
• Deep Root  

Feeding
Dylan Day
TX-4382A

TM

817-441-2276

Full Tree & Turf Insect 
& Disease Control

Moritz Chevrolet 
Chrysler · Jeep 

Loop 820 & Hwy 580 
(Camp Bowie West) 

817-696-2000

Moritz Kia · 8501 I-30 
817-560-6000

Backing

Bearcats!

the  

BEARCAT 
OF THE WEEK

2880 Fort Worth Hwy. w Hudson Oaks
100 Willow Bend w Willow Park

www.go2fbt.com

Sponsored by

Skyler Frank - football
Frank was a hero when he secured the District 
4-5A Division I championship for the Bearcats 
by pouncing on an muffed kickoff return by 
Denton Ryan late in the contest. It sealed a 
35-21 Aledo victory on the road, giving the 
Bearcats a 15th consecutive district champi-
onship dating to the 2008 season.

1015 Champions Drive, Suite 1300 • Aledo, TX, 76008
info@wegnercpa.com • Phone: 817-386-1490

Backing the
Bearcats!

We do it All, 

We do it 
Right!

ALEDO
817-441-6377
621 F.M. 1187 N.

FORT WORTH
817-732-5171

5800 CAMP BOWIE

WILLOW PARK
817-596-0106

I-20 AT MIKUS RD.

Adrian’s Custom
CLEANERS

Good Luck Bearcats! Clear Fork Materials

800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD • ALEDO, TEXAS
817-441-7777 • CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM

BACKS THE 
BEARCATS!

Residential & Commercial

Ring Leaders 
Kennel

• Boarding 
• Grooming 
• Training
• Heated & Cooled 
• Indoor & Outdoor Runs
• 24 Hour Attendant 

Aledo
817-441-8071

BRUSH-
FLOSS-
WIN!

Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C.
Michael Ball, D.D.S., P.L.L.C.

 Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101
Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087

817-441-2425 · Fax: 817-441-2491
www.brushflosswin.com

Aledo Bearcat Regiment
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Classifieds

Business Cards

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor 

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100  
Aledo, TX 76008  
Bus. 817-441-4108 • Fax 800-656-0301 
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com 
www.edwardjones.comRESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR • LICENSED & INSURED
TECL #19987

817-441-8633
• • NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS • •

817-443-9733
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR
LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

Hearing
Care Center
4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702
Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre
Phone: 817.263.1971

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
CHAPPELL

• COMPOSITION SHINGLES
• WOOD SHINGLES
• NEW ROOFS • REROOFS
• REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 • mobile (817) 996-2726

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

Insurance Claims Handled

Free 

Estim
ates

Holly Green, Owner 
10943 S FM 1187 Road
Fort Worth, Texas 76126

“You Jingle...We Shingle™”
817.441.6973

service@brettcoroofing.com

Operated by a subsidary  
of NRT, LLC

KIMBERLY MEYER, 
ABR, CRS, GRI

REALTOR®

Cell (817) 929-0347
kimberly.meyer@cbdfw.com

5924 Convair Drive #420  
Fort Worth, TX 76109

www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer

Global Luxury Specialist

Prepare 
for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(855) 704-8579

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty* 
A $695 Value!

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 

PAYMENT OPTIONS

Thousands of Lifelong Customers.

With the same name and number since 1973, Billy Harris Roofing is here before, during and after the Texas 
storms. Billy Harris Roofing has had the same crews since 1992 which has paved the way to 10 consecutive 

Angie’s List Super Service Awards since 2006. Billy Harris Roofing prides itself on quality... not quantity! 
Give the experts a call today and find out for yourself why thousands of life-long customers 

have put their trust in Billy Harris Roofing • 817-249-3338 • www.billyharris-roofi ng.com

817-249-3338 Same Crews Since 1992

Same Name & Number Since 1973
Previous Awards 
from 2006 to 2015

5 & 6 Inch Seamless Gutters • Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial • New & Repair

ROSS GUTTERS
In Business Since 1995

Office: 817-565-4658
Talk and text 817-771-9661

FREE SPLASH BLOCKS FOR A LIMITED TIME

Megan Hendricks
Director of Operations

www.doylemoss.com
Email: megan@doylemoss.com

705 N. FM 1187
PO Box 967

Aledo, TX 76008
Tel: 817-441-9053
Fax: 817-441-7145

Vanity Tops                                           Tubs 
Whirlpool Tubs                         Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE
2927 Greenlee Park Trail

Weatherford, Texas 76088

  817-341-8970
Natural Granite  •  Solid Surface  •  Silestone

Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

(817) 249-2028

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t

Ken Hartman, Proprietor

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry 
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair 1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 817-504-7662817-504-7662

Call for availability · Boat & RV parking - $50Call for availability · Boat & RV parking - $50
10x10 $65 • 10x20 $95 • 10x30 $14010x10 $65 • 10x20 $95 • 10x30 $140

We have lots of room  
for your stuff!

1187 MINI STORAGE1187 MINI STORAGE

    Puzzle
 Solution

S-1608

      F A C E
      A R O W
      C A M E
      A B A R
      D I N   O C T A G O N
      E A C H  F R O M A N O L D
        H E   U P O N  T E A
 T R A G I C  E M O T I O N A L  D R
 L A C U N A   M A N S   D E R E K
  T R I S T A T E F A I R  O P E R A
   E L E C T E D   N O   T R E S
    E T H I C A L  G L A M O U R  
     S Y N  N E   L U A N N
         D E N T U R E S
          K E E P A
           P A T
           A S H
           L E E   

TexSCAN Week of 
Oct. 30-Nov. 5, 2022

ACREAGE
AFFORDABLE LAND. We have some of the 
best in Texas. Hill Country – Edwards, McCulloch, 
Schleicher, Coke, Val Verde counties, free ranging 
exotics. South Texas – Kinney, Duval, Live Oak 
counties - whitetail, hogs. Trans Pecos, Terrell, Val 
Verde – whitetail, javelina, quail. 30 year fixed rate 
financing, 5% down. www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 
800-876-9720.

AUCTION
45th Annual Cattleman Bull & Female Sale 
12:00 Noon, Jan. 21, 2023, El Campo Livestock 
Exchange, El Campo, Texas. 100 bulls, 250 females, 
cattlemansale.com.

EVENT
WORLD’S LARGEST GUN SHOW – November 
12&13 - Tulsa, OK Fairgrounds. Saturday 8-6, 
Sunday 8-4.  WANENMACHER’S TULSA 
ARMS SHOW. Free appraisals. Bring your guns! 
www.TulsaArmsShow.com.

GENERATORS
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE 
Quote. Call now before the next power outage: 
1-855-704-8579.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

WANTED
We pay more for your RV. Top Buyers of used RV’s 
since 2016.  Use our free appraisals to shop around, no 
questions asked. We pay more plain and simple. Call 
today 281-763-6596.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS CITY OF WILLOW PARK, TEXAS
2022 DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS – PHASE I

Separate sealed bids for the construction of 2022 Drainage 
Improvements – Phase I will be received by the City of Willow Park, 
Texas, until 3:00 PM on Wednesday, November 30, 2022, at City 
Hall, 516 Ranch House Road, Willow Park, Texas 76087, and then at 
said location publicly opened and read aloud. This project consists of 
a 4’ x 8’ box culvert and associated endwalls under Pleasant Ridge 
Road, regrading of an earthen channel off Sam Bass Road, and 
channel improvements including a three barrel 3’ x 5’ box culvert, 
concrete channel lining and grading.

The Contract Documents, consisting of Advertisement for Bids, 
Information for Bidders, Bid Proposal, Bid Bond, Agreement, 
Performance and Payment Bonds, General Conditions, Notice of 
Award, Notice to Proceed, Plans, and Specifications, may be exam-
ined at the following location:

Jacob & Martin, LLC
1508 Santa Fe Drive, Suite 203, Weatherford, Texas 76086

The Owner reserves the right to waive any informalities and to reject 
any or all bids. Bids may be held by the Owner for a period not to 
exceed 60 days from the date of bid opening for the purpose of 
reviewing the bids and investigating the qualifications of Bidders prior 
to awarding of the contract.

Copies of the CONTRACT DOCUMENTS must be ordered online at 
www.jacobmartin.com. Orders for CONTRACT DOCUMENTS may 
include hard copies for pick up, mail out or digital download via 
www.jacobmartin.com. Upon verification of online payment, hard 
copies may be picked up at Jacob & Martin, LLC, located at 1508 
Santa Fe Drive, Suite 203, Weatherford, TX 76086. Cost for hard 
copies of the CONTRACT DOCUMENTS will be $100.00 for 11x17 
half size plans. Cost for digital download of CONTRACT DOCUMENTS 
will be $0.00. Contractors must purchase a set of CONTRACT 
DOCUMENTS to be considered a registered plan holder eligible to bid 
the project.

Bid Bond: A certified check or bank draft, payable to the order of the 
City of Willow Park, negotiable U.S. Government bonds (at par value) 
or a satisfactory Bid Bond executed by the Bidder and an acceptable 
surety in an amount equal to five percent (5%) of the total bid shall 
be submitted with each bid.

City of Willow Park Doyle Moss, Mayor October 28, 2022

MEMBER 2022

TEXAS PRESS 
ASSOCIATION

community-news.com

Looking for 
the Top Dog?

Parker County’s only locally-owned newspaper

It’s a local call •click • e-mail!
817-441-7661 • www.community-news.com

 City of Willow Park

Notice of Public Hearing

The City of Willow Park City Council will hold public hearings on the 
matter listed below:

PUBLIC HEARING to Consider Special Use Permit regarding request 
to add Boat Dealership/Sales/Service as an allowable use for Lot 3, 
Block 1 in the Porter Addition, currently zoned as Commercial/I-20 
Overlay District in the City of Willow Park, Parker County, Texas. 

City Council:  Tuesday, November 15, 2022

Time: 6:00 PM

Location: Willow Park City Hall 

 516 Ranch House Rd

 Willow Park, TX 76087

Any member of the public has the right to appear at the Public 
Hearing.  Please contact the Development Department at 817-441-
7108 or tfisher@willowpark.org with any questions.

The above notice was/will be posted on the bulletin board at the 
Municipal Complex at the City of Willow Park City Hall, Willow Park, 
Texas on/before November 4, 2022 by 5:00 p.m.

Looking for 
the Top Dog?

THE COMMUNITY NEWS
Parker County’s only locally-owned newspaper

It’s a local call -
click - e-mail!

817-441-7661 • www.community-news.com
rkeck@community-news.com
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experience in a playoff setting. And 
we won one.”

Aledo advances to the Area 
match and will face the winner of the 
Midlothian vs Argyle match being 
played a bit later than the Aledo- 
North Side match.

Kills: Maddie Frank- 12, Vivian 
Parker- 12, Alyssa Gonzales- 9

Aces: Lauryn Mack- 4, Alyssa 
Gonzales- 2,  Ava Redding- 2

Assists: Rylee Metts- 27, Ava 
Redding- 5, Catie Messer- 3

Digs: Alyssa Gonzales- 11, Lauryn 
Mack- 11, Vivian Parker- 10,  Rylee 
Metts- 10

Blocks: Maddie Frank- 3, Haley 
Lowe- 2, Alyssa Gonzales- 2

M A N A G E D  B Y

VOLLEYBALL
from page B1

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

TOP LEFT: Charlee Mae Stockon was the youngest fan at the Aledo volleyball game on 
Tuesday. She came decked out to support the Ladycats.| TOP RIGHT: Lauryn Mack  
elevates to serve against Northside. | BELOW: Mia Little gets a dig against Northside in 
action Tuesday night at Castleberry High School.
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1-888-480-0731
Avi Deshmukh M.D., Veteran, Licensed Agent

Washington Agency
101 Summit Ave. Ste. 806 • Ft. Worth, TX. 76102

• LIFE
• HEALTH
• CANCER
• ACCIDENT

Avi Deshmukh M.D.

Affordable Rates &  
Quality Coverage  
from a Trusted Insurer.

Learn More about AIL’s Insurance Solutions for Individuals & Families. 
Dependable Insurance to Build a Stronger Tomorrow.  

Request Your Personalized Quote.  
Contact me today at 1-888-480-0731 for more information.

103 W. Church • 817-596-8758 • 817-594-2612

Propane Sales 
and Service

On the Square 
in Weatherford 

YEARSYEARS
OF PROPANE

1958-2019

Jim Martin - REALTOR®

5189 E. I-20 Service Rd N 
Suite 106
Willow Park, TX 76087
Office:  817.441.2255
Cell:  817.538.6846
Jim@MartinLandSales.com

RailheadRealty.com TX BROKER®

913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747

Our newest additional location
Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

James R. Plowman - jamesplowman@gpfcnet.com

Misty Engel – mistyengel@gpfcnet.com

Norma Plowman – normaplowman@gpfcnet.com

913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747
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BASEBALL, GOLF

Coaches like pending UIL 
changes in their sports

By Rick Mauch
The Community News

T h e  Un i v e r s i ty 
Interscholastic League recent-
ly approved moving forward 
with a couple of proposals that 
have Aledo baseball coach Chad 
Barry and golf coach Brian 
Mourning happy.

The approved changes, 
pending final approval by the 
UIL, are for baseball teams in 
Classes 5A and 6A to play a 
best-of-three series in all playoff 
rounds before the state tour-
nament. Currently, if coaches 
cannot agree on a playoff for-
mat, it is determined by a coin 
flip.

In golf, assistant coaches 
could now be allowed to also 
coach players during a compet-
itive round, whereas currently 
only the head coach can work 
with them from tee to green, and 
not once they are on the green. 
That rule has not changed.

“I think it is a good thing 
for baseball, especially at the 
larger classifications. I think it 
allows the best overall team to 
advance,” Barry said of best-of-
three series, which he added 
has always been his personal 
choice. “I do prefer a best-of-
three series and always have. 
I think it’s what is best. I feel 
like if my team can’t beat the 
other team twice, then we don’t 
deserve to advance.

 “It keeps people who have 
one dominating pitcher from 
being able to coin flip their way 
through the playoffs. I think a 
series is the best way to show-
case who the best overall team 
is.”

Barry would like to see 
another change, which would 
take this one even further.

“If we can keep this type 
of format for the playoffs, then 
maybe down the road we can 
turn the state tournament into 
a championship series later on,” 
he said. “Not sure how the for-
mat would look. I think maybe 
you send two teams instead 
of four. Basically, taking the 
state-semifinal rounds out of 
the state tournament and hav-
ing Regions 1 and 2 play for a 
trip to state, and Regions 3 and 
4 meet for a trip to state. Then 
you have a championship series 
in Round Rock.”

Barry has led two Aledo 
teams to state, winning in 2014 
and reaching the semifinals in 
2015.

Mourning said having an 
assistant coach will help allevi-
ate the pressure on a head coach 
trying to help all players.

“They’re kids, they’re going 
to make mistakes, and having 
the additional set of eyes to 
help eliminate those mistakes 
is good,” Mourning said. “I’ve 
heard coaches across the state 

say all the time, ‘I’m one coach, 
one set of eyes.’

Mourning said the rule 
change will be especially help-
ful if there are more than one 
team entered in a tournament, 
a common thing for the Aledo 
program.

“With us having an Orange 
and Black team, I have to decide 
which to coach. Having an extra 
coach out there, it’s going to be 
great,” he said. “We had our dis-
trict preview and I had 20 kids 
on the course. It was hard.

“It’s an emotional game. If a 
kid gets upset, if I’m three holes 
over I can’t get there quickly to 
calm him down. But having an 
assistant to be able to help, he 
can walk them off of that emo-
tional rollercoaster.”

Mourning also believes it 
will help control spectator inter-
ference, which is not a problem 
with Aledo fans, but is possible 
for his players or any others to 
experience at any tournament.

“Our fans are good, but some-
times there are parents who try 
to coach their kids. Some of 
them just don’t know better, but 
it can be a distraction.

“I like this change. I think it’s 
coming with the growth of the 
sport. When you have growth, 
you have to grow with it.”

GOLF

Ladycats win Battle at the Creek
From Staff Reports
The Communtiy News

The Aledo Ladycats Varsity Orange 
golf team won the Battle at the Creek 
at Squaw Creek Golf Course. 
Though it was played on one 
of the Ladycats’ home courses, 
the tournament was hosted by 
Denton High School.

The Ladycats had a team 
score of 351 to easily outdis-
tance runner-up Northwest 
Eaton with a 414.

Sarah Michaelis played her 
personal best, posting a 78 and taking 
home individual tournament champion 
honors. Reagan Gilliland shot 86 for third 
place individually, Kennedi Parker had a 
91 for fourth and Karlee Shaw shot 96 for 
fifth. Abby Gray came in with a 115.

The four lowest scores comprised 
each team’s total score.

The Ladycats Varsity Black is com-
peting in the State Preview at White 

Wing Golf Club in Georgetown 
Friday and Saturday before wrap-
ping up the fall in the Lady Tiger 
Invitational in Texarkana Nov. 
11-12. The Ladycats Varsity Orange 
was wrapping up their fall sched-
ule in the Burleson Centennial 
Tournament at Southern Oaks in 
Burleson at press time.

The Bearcats Varsity Black and 
Orange are concluding fall play Friday 
and Saturday at the Pioneer Invitational 
hosted by Keller Fossil Creek at Iron 
Horse Golf Club in North Richland Hills.

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

The Aledo JV boys and girls golf teams won first place at the Burleson Centennial 
Tournament. Pictured are (girls, from left) Harper Price, Catherine Haney, Chandler 
Edwards, Taylor Thurman, Aubrey Morin, (boys, from left) Noah Graham, Cade Moore, 
Johnnie Reed and Maddox Jessup.
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