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ALEDO ISD

Board 
approves 
tax rate

Rate to decrease tax for 
fourth-straight year, 
staff pay increased
By Mercedes Mayer
Aledo ISD

The Aledo ISD Board of Trustees 
adopted the 2022-2023 budget of 
$102,668,054 and approved a decrease 
to the district’s overall tax rate for the 
fourth-straight year.

The vote was held at a special meet-
ing on Monday, Aug. 29.

“We are thankful for the many 
months of work by our trustees that 
went into this budget that focuses 
on meeting the expectations of our 
community in both how we serve our 
children and how we manage the dis-
trict’s finances,” Superintendent Dr. 
Susan Bohn said. “The budget supports 
increased operating costs caused by 
fast growth and significant inflation, 
providing for exceptional experiences 
for our students, and continuing to 
compensate our staff well.”

Over the last four years, the overall 
tax rate for Aledo ISD has been low-
ered by $0.2271 as Maintenance and 
Operations tax rates have been com-
pressed after the passing of House Bill 
3 in 2019. The previous overall district 
tax rate was $1.3929, and the Board 
adopted the new tax rate of $1.3679, a 
decrease of 2.5 cents.

“We are grateful to be able to lower 
our tax rate for the fourth-straight year 
for our community while still increasing 
salaries for our staff,” Board President 
Hoyt Harris said. “Our Trustees remain 
committed to this important work and 
to being all in on all of the things that 
make Aledo ISD such a great district.”

The budget 
includes a 4% gener-
al pay increase that 
will keep Aledo ISD 
among the top salaries 
among area school 
districts for the 2022-
2023 school year. The 
4% is a minimum 
increase of $2,400 for teachers and 
librarians and a 4% of the pay range 
midpoint for all other staff plus target-
ed adjustments. Trustees also increased 
the starting salary for teachers and 
librarians to $60,200, keeping Aledo 
ISD among the most competitive start-
ing salaries in the DFW Metroplex. The 
Board approved raising the minimum 
hourly rate for nonexempt (hourly) 
staff to $15 per hour in an effort to be 
more competitive in the market.

Trustees also voted to prepay 
$3,310,000 in outstanding bonds 
prior to maturity, saving $2,813,500 
in future interest costs. The district 
has saved more than $51 million since 
2006 by refunding, refinancing, and 
pre-paying bonds and by taking advan-
tage of lower interest rates.

Read this 
story online

On the March
Special birthday pa-
rade set for 6-year-
old battling leukemia
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

What kid doesn’t love a parade?
Lincoln Finley is getting one 

of his own on Saturday, Sept. 10. 
The 6-year-old first-grade Coder 
Elementary School student has 
leukemia. He was diagnosed July 
6, and while the long battle is in 
the early stages, it prevents him 
from having much human con-
tact. In fact, Lincoln is currently 
being educated at home as he 
undergoes treatment.

So, while a party might nor-
mally take place, that can’t be the 
case for Lincoln, at least not this 
year.

But when he turns 7 on 
Saturday he will be treated to his 
own personal parade, courtesy of 
his many neighbors in the city of 
Aledo.

“He’s a fighter and he’s such a 
character, the funniest and most 
creative kid,” said event organizer 
and family friend Cori Hoffman-
Ellis, whose son Luke Ellis is best 
friends with Lincoln.

“Originally I said let’s get some 
friends to drive by and people just 
kept getting involved. He’s miss-
ing his friends and the normalcy 
of what you do at 6 years old.”

The parade will include a group 
of classic cars from the Aledo Auto 
Club and a classic Corvette, the 
Aledo Fire Department, the Aledo 
ISD Police Department, and 
numerous others from around the 
area. It will begin at 10 a.m. at 
Coder and go to Faith Presbyterian 
Church, where Lincoln will be sit-
ting in a tent, protected from the 
elements, watching and hopefully 
having the time of his life.

“We’re adapting to this new 
world we live in. I’m so glad to be 
a resident of Parker County and 
25 minutes from the best care in 
the world,” said his mother, Ashley 
Cunningham, in reference to Cook 
Children’s Medical Center in Fort 
Worth.

“We are so abundantly blessed 
to have such a great neighborhood 
support group. People I haven’t 
talked to since high school are 
sending cards, and people are 
donating platelets and just being 
so wonderful.”

One of those donating plate-
lets is former neighbor and good 
family friend Scott Smith. His 
daughter, now in college, used to 
babysit Lincoln and his 12-year-
old brother Price. Lincoln also has 
a five-month-old brother, Ford. 

“To go from being a rambunc-
tious little kid to battling cancer, 
and me being a dad, it’s hard to 
see, but he’s a great kid and he’s 
got the best spirit,” Smith said. 
“He’s a little socialite. He misses 

his friends. This will be great for 
him.”

Cunningham added that her 
hope is when Lincoln sees the 
parade it will be a visual for how 
many people are by his side. After 
all, though his battle has just begun 
he’s already become an inspiration 
to many himself, including her, as 
he undergoes treatment and che-
motherapy constantly.

“He’s spunkier and spicier than 
ever. He reminds me daily that 
I need to raise the bar,” she said. 
“He pounds pills no kid should 
have to. He gets poked several 
times a week and he sits attached 
to a pole. 

“He’s so strong. He inspires me 
every day.”

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Lincoln Finley (center) is shown with older brother Price and younger brother Ford.

HELPFUL LINKS
Here is a link to Lincoln’s 
Facebook site: https://www.
facebook.com/groups/lincol-
nthebrave/.
Other sites where folks can 
visit and help children such 
as Lincoln and their families 
include:
https://skyhighforkids.org/ - 
Texas-based group that helps 
with financial support.
https://giving.cookchildrens.
org/AnnualGiving.aspx - 
generic link to give to Cook 
Children’s hospital.
https://jzips.org/ - port shirts 
for ease of access during 
chemo/transfusions.
https://www.carterbloodcare.
org/ - blood and platelet 
donations.

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

LEFT: Lincoln Finley is shown with younger brother, Ford. | RIGHT: Lincoln is shown with his older brother, 
Price.

Read this 
story online

“He’s  
spunkier and 
spicier than 
ever. He’s so 
strong. He 
inspires me 
every day.”

Ashley CunninghamTurn to LINCOLN, page 3

https://www.community-news.com/
https://www.community-news.com/stories/board-approves-tax-rate,5279
https://www.community-news.com/stories/special-birthday-parade-for-6-year-old-battling-leukemia,5275
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Making new memories while 
celebrating precious pasts. 
That’s the Mirabella Way.
Mirabella Assisted Living & Memory Care has become synonymous 
with exceptional residential alternatives for seniors. Not only does 
Mirabella meet the needs of their residents, they exceed them with 
chef-prepared meals, adaptive care plans and active lifestyle activities.

Our caring team members get to know our residents and their loved 
ones on a personal level, so not only will your needs be met, you’ll feel 
like family.

(817) 763-0088
4242 Bryant Irvin Rd., Benbrook, TX 76109

MirabellaLife.com

AL 148732  MC 104318

We're here for you 
every step of the way. 

Call us now to schedule a tour!

CLEAR FORK MATERIALS

800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD
ALEDO, TEXAS

HOURS: M-F 8-5 •SAT 8-2 WWW.CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM

“Are you growing with us?”
Residential & Commercial

817-441-7777

• Topsoils & Custom 
Soil Blends

• Compost & Mulches
• Rock & Sand Products

Serving North Texas 
since l986

Pick up or Delivery Available

HIGH SPEED INTERNET
SPEEDING IS ENCOURAGED 
CALL CIRRA NETWORKS TODAY

(817) 259-1100  |  www.cirranet.net

Matt Morris
817-529-5325 

matt@gusbates.com

Proud to 
Support the Aledo 

Bearcats

Securities offered through Kestra Investment Services, LLC (Kestra IS), member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through Kestra 
Advisory Services, LLC (Kestra AS), an affi liate of Kestra IS. Kestra IS and Kestra AS are not affi liated with Gus Bates Insurance & Investments. 

817-732-4419
www.sarahmorrisdds.comEMPLOYEE BENEFITS, PROPERTY & CASUALTY, 

RETIREMENT PLAN SERVICES
FAMILY DENTISTRY WHERE HONESTY & INTEGRITY MATTER!

State of the Art Sterilization Room
Invisalign and Zoom! Whitening

Massage Chairs and HDTV
Water Purification System

2551 River Park Dr. Suite 201 · Fort Worth, TX 76116

Bring on the Spirit!
The Aledo Bearcats took the field for the first official game of the season on Friday, Aug. 26 at Dallas Parish Episcopal. 

PHOTOS BY BRELEIGH MAYER.
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NOTICE OF HEARING TO VOTE
ON TAX RATE

A tax rate of $0.538450 per $100 valuation has been proposed by the governing body of CITY OF 
WILLOW PARK.

PROPOSED TAX RATE  $0.538450 per $100

NO-NEW-REVENUE TAX RATE  $0.558828 per $100

VOTER-APPROVAL TAX RATE  $0.597921 per $100

The no-new-revenue tax rate is the tax rate for the 2022 tax year that will raise the same amount of prop-
erty tax revenue for CITY OF WILLOW PARK from the same properties in both the 2021 tax year and the 
2022 tax year.

The voter-approval rate is the highest tax rate that CITY OF WILLOW PARK may adopt without holding an 
election to seek voter approval of the rate.

The proposed tax rate is not greater than the no-new-revenue tax rate. This means that CITY OF WILLOW 
PARK is not proposing to increase property taxes for the 2022 tax year.

A PUBLIC HEARING TO VOTE ON THE PROPOSED TAX RATE WILL BE HELD ON September 13, 2022 AT 
07:00 pm AT 516 Ranch House Road, Willow Park, TX 76087.

The proposed tax rate is also not greater than the voter-approval tax rate. As a result, CITY OF WILLOW 
PARK is not required to hold an election to seek voter approval of the rate. However, you may express 
your support for or opposition to the proposed tax rate by contacting the members of the Willow Park City 
Council of CITY OF WILLOW PARK at their offices or by attending the public hearing mentioned above.

YOUR TAXES OWED UNDER ANY OF THE RATES MENTIONED ABOVE CAN BE CALCULATED AS 
FOLLOWS:

Property tax amount= (tax rate) x (taxable value of your property)/100

FOR the proposal: Lea Young  Eric Contreras
 Chawn Gilliland  Nate Crummel
AGAINST the proposal:

PRESENT and not voting: Doyle Moss, Mayor

ABSENT:  Greg Runnenbaum

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which you can easily 
access information regarding your property taxes, including information about proposed tax rates and 
scheduled public hearings of each entity that taxes your property.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is calculated to limit 
the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

The following table compares the taxes imposed on the average residence homestead by CITY OF 
WILLOW PARK last year to the taxes proposed to be imposed on the average residence homestead by 
CITY OF WILLOW PARK this year.

2021 2022 Change

Total tax rate (per $100 of value) $0.566650 $0.538450 decrease of -0.028200, 
or -4.98%

Average homestead taxable value $287,863 $296,517 increase of 8,654, or 
3.01%

Tax on average homestead $1,631.18 $1,596.60 decrease of -34.58, or 
-2.12%

Total tax levy on all properties $3,241,709 $3,214,123 decrease of -27,586, or 
-0.85%

For assistance with tax calculations, please contact the tax assessor for CITY OF WILLOW PARK at 817-
596-0077 or parkercad@parkercad.org, or visit www.texas.gov/propertytaxes for more information.

Support Services provided by 
Careity Foundation

MEET OUR
ANCER-FIGHTING
ROCK ST RS

Talha Riaz, MD Medical Oncologist/Hematologist | Aaron Laine, MD, PhD Radiation Oncologist

WWW.THECENTERTX.COM | 817.759.7000
Weatherford

FORT WORTH CENTRAL CAMPUS • FORT WORTH SOUTHWEST • ARLINGTON
WEATHERFORD • BURLESON • GRANBURY • MINERAL WELLS • STEPHENVILLE

Jim Martin - REALTOR®

5189 E. I-20 Service Rd N 
Suite 106
Willow Park, TX 76087
Office:  817.441.2255
Cell:  817.538.6846
Jim@MartinLandSales.com

RailheadRealty.com TX BROKER®

913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747

Our newest additional location
Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

James R. Plowman - jamesplowman@gpfcnet.com

Misty Engel – mistyengel@gpfcnet.com

Norma Plowman – normaplowman@gpfcnet.com

913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086
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Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry
Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C. and Michael Ball, D.D.S., P.L.L.C.

Diplomate of American Board of Pediatric Dentistry
Fellow of American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101
Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087

Ofc:817-441-2425 • Fax: 817-441-2491
www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com

“I am very excited to go back 
to A&M and play on Kyle Field. 
It’s a huge stadium and a very 
large opportunity to get to point 
to Jesus,” Sohn said. “My girl-
friend still goes to A&M and is 
excited to watch me on the field, 
as is my family. 

“It is my dad’s birthday on 
game day and he will get to 
see me play in front of 110,000 
people. God’s hand of favor has 
certainly been upon me in my 
time here. I started fall camp 
at the very bottom of the depth 
chart. For the first game against 
A&M I am starting on kickoff 
return as well as field goal and 
PAT (point after touchdown). I 
will also likely get reps at tight 
end. 

“I have been playing foot-
ball for about a month now, 
and am very excited to play my 
first game on one of the biggest 
fields. It truly points to how big 
God is. On my own, none of this 
would have been possible.”

Competing for coach 
Tiffany Williams at Aledo High 
School, Sohn was a four-time 
letter winner and a Class 5A 
state champion in the 200-yard 
freestyle. His time of 1:37.02 in 
2020 is a state record.

He set eight school records 
as a Bearcat in the 500 free, 200 
free, 100 free, 50 free, 100 fly, 
100 back, 100 breast and 200 
individual medley.

Sohn was also named the 
2019-2020 Texas Christian 
Athlete of the Year.

SOHN
from page five

Aledo cross country competes at Southlake
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

Competing in a field that includ-
ed 94 teams and more than 2,500 
runners — oh, and very hot and 
humid weather — the Aledo boys 
and girls cross country squads made 
the trek to the Southlake Carroll 
Invitational Saturday, Aug. 27, at 
Bob Jones Park in Southlake.

“Combined with hot, humid 
weather, it made for some extreme-
ly fast times,” Aledo coach Mike 
Pinkerton said. “Virtually every 
Aledo runner posted a PR (per-
sonal record) at this meet. Great 

job all around by our Bearcats and 
Ladycats!”

As a team, the Ladycats placed 
12th among the varsity girls, while 
the Bearcats were 18th among var-
sity boys.

Individually, Molly Garrison was 
15th with a time of 18 minutes, 39.31 
seconds over the 5K course. Also for 
the Ladycats, Liz Griffin was 53rd 
in 19:39.85; Sophia Brandenburg, 
57th, 19:44.83; Sidney Tillotson, 
74th, 20:05.43; and Aubrey 
Connelly, 180th, 21:59.56.

Jack Fink led the Bearcats, plac-
ing 34th with a time of 15:54.48. 

Also competing for Aledo were 
Vincent Luffey, 94th, 16:42.72; 
Henry Zedler, 135th, 17:10.44; 
Dominick Barrera, 164th, 17:22.76; 
Luke Schabel, 180th, 17:33.49; and 
Anderson Smith, 184th, 17:54.61.

Sam Haught was injured and did 
not compete.

The junior varsity boys 
also placed 18th as a team, 
with Daniel Stephens pac-
ing the Bearcats in 31st 
individually, clocking an 
18:59.85. The remaining JV 
boys were Chad Thomas, 
113th, 20:30.37; Lincoln 

Tuin, 133rd, 20:39.17; James Price, 
156th, 20:58.75; Caden West, 216th, 
21:37.31; Ian Robbins, 327th, 
23:07.62; and Alex Gasper, 458th, 
26:45.32.

Four junior varsity girls also 
competed, with three fin-
ishing in the top 65. Sadie 
Williams was 34th, post-
ing a 23:20.46, Caroline 
Browning’s 23:44.63 
placed her 48th and Emily 
Lewis ran a 24:02.27 for 
61st. Catie Weimer came in 
at 25:28.04 for 137th.

Read this 
story online

People are also welcome to drop 
off presents to help Lincoln celebrate.

Meanwhile, Ellis said 
Cunningham has asked how many 
youngsters will be attending because 
she wants to make goodie bags for 
them. His mother is also leading an 
awareness charge, including creating 
T-shirts for children with cancer at 
Cook’s, along with encouraging folks 
to donate to Cook’s to help families 
in lengthy stays get food, gas cards, 
etc.

“That’s just the kind of person she 
is and the kind of family they are,” 
Ellis said.

September is, by the way, National 
Childhood Cancer Awareness 
Month.

For those wishing to donate 
blood, Lincoln is a type B-Negative, 
his mom said.

LINCOLN
from page one

WILLOW PARK

The Field of Flags returns for 9/11
The Rally Project 

will will again pay trib-
ute to the 343 firefighters 
who perished on Sept. 
11, 2001, with its Field 
of Flags on Patriot Day 
weekend, Sept. 10-11 at 
the Shops at Willow Park, 
210 Shops Blvd.

The field will open at 
10 a.m. on Saturday with 
a Firefighters Challenge 
course for all ages and abili-
ties to participate in the fun. 
On Sunday, Sept. 11, 2022, 
bells will be rung at 7:46 
a.m., 8:03 a.m., 8:37 a.m., 
and 9:07 a.m. in remem-
brance of those strike times 
on Sept. 11, 2001.

“Sept. 11, 2001 is a 
date that will always be 
etched into our minds,” 
said Chaplain Doug 
Pruitt, director of the 
Rally Project. “It is the 
date that shook our 
nation to the core and 
was the beginning of 
Americans uniting with-
out hesitation. In the 
uncertain times we find 
ourselves in now, it is the 
perfect time to show our 
love for the Flag as the 
symbol of sacrifice, unity, 
and patriotism. We will 
honor and remember all 
those that have fought 
for our freedoms, serve 

to protect, and that are 
always there when we 
need them (military and 
first responders).”

The project will place 
343 American flags in the 
field for the public to ded-
icate to their heros. 

“Everyone is wel-
come to come and see 
this beautiful display as a 
reminder of how America 
still stands strong today,” 
Pruitt said.

Anyone wishing to ded-
icate a flag to a personal 
hero can do so by visiting 
TheFieldofFlags.com.

“The proceeds of The 
Field of Flags assists the 

men and women who have 
served our great Nation 
and sacrificed so much 
to protect and maintain 
our freedoms,” Pruitt 
said. “We have started 
a capital campaign to 
build a Warrior’s Village, 
To create a refuge for 
Warriors that will become 
“home”, a true Warriors 
Village. RALLY homes 
(Small High Performance 
Homes) will be not just 
housing but homes for 
warriors in need ..for the 
displaced, unhoused, and 
transitioning ... building 
healing homes for all ages 
and abilities.”

https://www.community-news.com/stories/aledo-cross-country-competes-at-southlake,5274
https://www.community-news.com/stories/the-field-of-flags-returns-to-willow-park,5267
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Heavy rains through Texas last week 
caused flooding, particularly in the Dallas 
area, prompting Gov. Greg Abbott to issue a 
disaster declaration for 23 affected counties. 
Texans who were affected by the rain, which 
dumped more than 10 inches in Dallas, are 
encouraged to file insurance claims with 
their providers and to complete the volun-
tary Self Reporting Damage Survey issued 
by the Texas Department of Emergency 
Management by visiting damage.tdem.
texas.gov. The survey helps the state identify 
damage across Texas to gain an understand-
ing of what areas were affected during the 
recent severe weather.

Counties included in the disaster dec-
laration are Camp, Culberson, Dallas, 
Duval, Ellis, El Paso, Henderson, Hopkins, 
Hudspeth, Kaufman, Kerr, Live Oak, 
Marion, Montague, Navarro, Pecos, Rains, 
Smith, Tarrant, Upshur, Van Zandt, Webb 
and Wood. Additional counties could be 
added as damage is assessed.

Burn bans lifted;  
fire danger drops

The heavy rains across a chunk of the 
state have reduced the wildfire risk, with 
the Texas A&M Forest Service for the first 
time in months not responding to any active 
wildfires. The number of counties with burn 
bans has dropped to 166. At its high point, 
224 counties in the state were under burn 
bans.

The number of counties under extreme 
or exceptional drought has dropped as well. 
The percentage of Texas in the “exceptional 
drought” category dropped by more than 
half to 12.4%, according to kut.org.

Battleship Texas headed to 
Galveston for repairs

The Battleship Texas will leave its home 
at the San Jacinto Battleground State 
Historic Site on Aug. 31 and make its way to 
the Galveston Shipyard for repairs, weather 
and tides permitting. A livestream video 
of the departure will be available to the 
public on the Battleship Texas Foundation’s 
YouTube channel and Facebook group page.

The former U.S. Navy battleship was 
launched on May 19, 1912, and saw action 
in World War I. It also escorted war convoys 
across the Atlantic during World War II, 
fought at Normandy on D-Day, and pro-
vided naval gunfire support in the Pacific 
during the Battles of Iwo Jima and Okinawa. 
The ship was decommissioned in 1948.

While in dry dock, the 
ship’s hull will be repaired 
or replaced from four feet 
above the waterline down 
to the bottom, thanks to 
$35 million in funding pro-
vided by the 2019 Texas 
Legislature. The grand 
reopening of Battleship 
Texas is expected to be sometime in 2024.

Coastal policyholders  
protected by emergency rule

An emergency rule issued by the Texas 
Department of Insurance will protect 
Weston Property & Casualty Insurance 
Company policyholders who live along the 
Texas coast. Weston, a Florida insurance 
company licensed in Texas, is in liquidation 
and has been ordered to end its operations 
by Sept. 7, possibly leaving Texas policy-
holders in danger of not being covered 
against wind and hail damage.

More than 23,000 Weston policyholders 
live in possibly affected areas, according 
to TDI. They will be eligible to be insured 
through the Texas Windstorm Insurance 
Association for free for three months, 
after which a payment plan can be set up. 
Homeowners are encouraged to work with 
their insurance agent to find coverage.

Conditions heating up  
for dove season

An especially scorching summer might 
make it trickier for dove hunters with the 
season opening just around the corner.

“Hunters will likely see larger concentra-
tions of birds at watering holes and food 
sources than they have in the past due to lim-
ited resources,” said Owen Fitzsimmons with 
Texas Parks & Wildlife. “Agriculture produc-
tion has been hit hard by drought so birds may 
be more reliant on native foods this September. 
Look for stands of common sunflower, croton 
and other native annual forbs and grasses.”

In general, dove season begins on Sept. 
1, depending on the geographic zone. Go 
to the TPW website at tpwd.texas.gov for 
specific dates.

PUC creates  
Office of Public Engagement

The Public Utility Commission has cre-
ated an Office of Public Engagement to 
“provide a single point of contact for con-
sumers, stakeholders, legislators, and other 
affected parties to make their voices heard 
at the PUC.”

“We’re very excited to build a team ded-
icated to bringing together all the parties 
and all the resources necessary to resolve 
what are often complex issues in a way that 
emphasizes collaboration among everyone 
involved and ultimately benefits customers 
and rate payers,” Peter Lake, PUC chair-
man, said.

COVID-19 cases,  
deaths drop slightly

The number of documented COVID-19 
cases during the past week in Texas dropped 
again, with 53,874 reported along with 
192 deaths, according to the Coronavirus 
Resource Center at Johns Hopkins 
University. That number is almost certainly 
underreported with the prevalence of home 
tests, whose results are not usually included, 
according to numerous health officials.

The Texas Department of State Health 
Services reported 2,733 lab-confirmed 
COVID-19 hospitalizations, down about 
10% from the previous week.
Gary Borders is a veteran award-winning 
Texas journalist. He published a number of 
community newspapers in Texas during a 
30-year span, including in Longview, Fort 
Stockton, Nacogdoches and Cedar Park. Email: 
gborders@texaspress.com.

Capital Highlights

Flooding prompts 
disaster declaration

Gary Borders
gborders@texaspress.com

Read this 
story online

This issue (Sept. 2) of The 
Community News will reach 
you very late.

We in “the media” are 
always pushing for transpar-
ency of government bodies, 
and I feel we as a newspaper, 
and I in particular as a pub-
lisher, should be transparent 
as well.

The problem this week was 
multi-pronged, but in the end 
the responsibility lies with me.

I haven’t written much 
about it lately because it hasn’t 
been an issue lately. In 2008 
I shared my experience of 
spending six weeks of inten-
sive outpatient therapy at what 
was then Baylor All Saints in 
Fort Worth for treatment of 
issues related to depression 
and bipolar disorder.

Since that time I have been 
much healthier emotionally, 
though some weeks are better 
than others.

The last two years have 
been a disruption for every-
one. It is almost to the week 
two years ago that Tony 
Eierdam, our sports reporter, 
passed away from COVID-19.

Then came shutdowns 
and, out of an abundance of 
caution, I asked staff not to 
come in to the office. As a 
result, at the time that meant 
pretty much everything fell on 
my shoulders.

There are a lot of functions 
that need to be done to get a 
weekly newspaper produced. 
The more obvious to the pub-
lic might be the writing and 
photography. There is also 
maintenance of subscriptions, 
billing for advertising, posting 
payments, taking phone calls, 
sales, collections, page layout, 
deliveries, and mailing — to 
name a few.

My focus at the time, as 
the owner of the business, was 
first to stay in business during 
COVID, and to produce the 
paper and get it to the readers 
each week.

All in all, it ran very well, 
and after the shutdowns we 
brought back some staff.

But there has been a 
shortage of qualified people 

to work in some areas of the 
business, and to be honest, in 
my single-minded focus to get 
the paper done each week, I 
allowed some important busi-
ness matters to go unattended.

I also devoted a great deal 
of time and energy to getting 
our new website up 
and running.

And I have never 
really stopped operat-
ing in COVID mode 
despite the availabili-
ty of willing people in 
the business who could 
take on some of those 
tasks.

In my arrogance, I thought 
I could do it all.

Well, I can’t.
About a week ago I and the 

business hit a wall. We weren’t 
paying proper attention to 
some important aspects of 
the business, and depression 
came down with an intensity 
I haven’t felt in a very long 
time. It ground me personally 
to a halt.

Because I am the only per-
son who knows how to get the 
paper laid out and to press, it 
ground the paper to a halt as 
well.

I have thought myself bul-
let proof.

Well, I’m not.

It has taken this last two 
weeks to prove that to me.

So, where do we go from 
here?

For me personally, it is to 
address my personal stuff.

If you are reading this it 
means I have shak-
en it off and finished 
the paper.

For the business, 
we have contracted 
for additional staff 
in the areas where 
we have been short. 
Those people begin 
work in the coming 

week.
Second, we are solidifying 

procedures.
Third, we are working to 

make sure there are at least 
two people in the office who 
know how to do every task.

This is the first (and 
only) time this has happened 
in my 27-plus years of pub-
lishing this newspaper. I am 
not sharing this information 
to gain pity — I don’t want 
that. I am sharing it to give 
you, our readers, an honest 
explanation.

We appreciate your busi-
ness, your support, and your 
understanding.

Slings&Arrows

Yes, we are very late this week

Randy Keck
rkeck@community-news.com

SIGNS OF DEPRESSION
If you experience some of the following signs 

and symptoms of depression nearly every day for 
at least 2 weeks, you may be living with depression:

• feeling sad, anxious, or “empty”

• feeling hopeless, worthless, and pessimistic

• crying a lot

• feeling bothered, annoyed, or angry

• loss of interest in hobbies and interests you once 
enjoyed

• decreased energy or fatigue

• difficulty concentrating, remembering, or making 
decisions

• moving or talking more slowly

• difficulty sleeping, early morning awakening, or 
oversleeping

• appetite or weight changes

• chronic physical pain with no clear cause that 
does not get better with treatment (headaches, 
aches or pains, digestive problems, cramps)

• thoughts of death, suicide, self-harm, or suicide 
attempts

The symptoms of depression can be experi-
enced differently among males, females, teens, 
and children.

 - healthline.com

Read this 
story online

QUOTABLE

“The greatest glory in living lies not in never 
falling, but in rising every time we fall.”

Nelson Mandela

https://www.community-news.com/stories/flooding-prompts-disaster-declaration,5232
https://www.community-news.com/stories/yes-we-are-very-late-this-week,5277
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JOB #: FWS-17915 GG LD ALEDO COMMUNITY NEWS
PUBLICATION: ALEDO NEWSPAPER
COLOR INFO: CMYK     SIZE: 5.75” X 10.5”   BLEED: NO

LABOR DAY WEEKEND        FRIDAY, SEPT 2–MONDAY, SEPT 5

JOIN THE CLUB - GET A FREE SHINER OR KOOZIE!
Just visit the Stockyards Heritage Club booth on the RFD - TV 
Lawn this Saturday or Sunday. Must be 21 or older to sign up.

FOR INFORMATION & PERFORMANCE TIMES VISIT FORTWORTHSTOCKYARDS.COM

LIVE MUSIC ALL WEEKEND

B A I L E I G H  R H O D E S C A L A M I T Y  JA N E SR E D  I RO N  P U S H S A LT  C R E E KAU RO R A  B L E U

SPONSORED BY

Lawn party
$4 SHINERS ALL WEEKEND

family matinee rodeo  
SUNDAY, SEPT 4 | 2PM | COWTOWN COLISEUM
Bring the family for one last exhilarating event of the weekend.

stockyards 
Championship RodeO
FRIDAY, SEPT 2 | 7:30PM | COWTOWN COLISEUM
Saddle up for an evening of action-packed bulls, broncos and barrels!

stockyards 
championship rodeo & 
jr. Bull riders series 
cowtown championship
SATURDAY, SEPT 3 | 7:30PM | COWTOWN COLISEUM

 @STOCKYARDSSTATION
 @FWSYSTATION

131 E EXCHANGE AVE, 
FORT WORTH, TX 76164

FORTWORTHSTOCKYARDS.COM

Sohn switching from pool to football field
Now a Bearkat  
with a ‘K’
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

The collegiate journey of former 
Aledo Bearcat swimmer Elijah Sohn 
continues. This time, however, he’s 
switching sports and he’s becoming 
a Bearkat again — albeit now with 
a “K.”

Also like Aledo, Sam Houston 
State has orange in its color scheme.

Sohn, a two-time state swim-
ming champion at Aledo, has 
officially transferred out of Southern 
Methodist University’s swimming 
program to the Sam Houston State 
University football team.

“I decided to switch to foot-
ball not on my own strength, but 
through prayer and wise council. It 
was a decision that took a lot of faith 
to walk out while not seeing a lot 
of results,” Sohn said. “The process 
started when I was swimming at 
SMU and the new head coach Rhett 
Lashlee came into the weight room, 
introduced himself, and asked what 
position I played. At the time I was 
sitting at 220 pounds, the heaviest 
elite level swimmer in the world.”

Ultimately, Sohn said his reason 
for change was a religious one. 

“God has blessed my family with 
physical talent and size. I knew I 
wanted to use it to glorify my King 
and Savior. However, swimming had 

become something 
in my life that was 
no longer glorifying 
the one who gave 
me my talent as it 
had become a ‘Look 
at me and what I 
can do,’” he said. “I 
never want my life 

to point to me, but rather Jesus as 
He has changed and saved my life 
forevermore. It was time to step 
away from swimming, but I still had 
this athletic talent that I knew God 
wanted to use, on and off the field.”

Sohn hasn’t played football since 
his freshman year at Aledo, when he 
was much shorter than his current 
6-5 height and weighed less than 
half of the 245 pounds he does now.

‘It has been an adjustment for 
sure, as the last time I played foot-
ball I was 5-6, 110 pounds. However, 
as a testament to God who has 
placed me here to glorify Himself, 
I have adjusted very quickly,” Sohn 
said. “My body feels great and It has 
been so fun learning and getting 
better every day. Every practice I get 
to thank God for the opportunity He 
has given me.”

Sohn, a tight end, will wear num-
ber 89. It was his younger brother 
Isaac’s number all throughout Aledo 
youth football.

Sohn said he got advice and sup-
port from legendary Aledo Bearcats 
football coach Tim Buchanan con-
cerning his decision.

“Coach Buc has always said I 
should have played football. When 
I first started talking to him about 
it he had told me I could have a 
future in this sport and make a lot 
of money doing it,” Sohn recalled. “I 
am not concerned with the money 
involved as I live my life ‘seeking 
first His Kingdom and His righ-
teousness and all else will be added 
unto you.’ But I am very grateful 
for his support and connections to 
the college football world. He never 
doubted that I could not only play 
college football, but also be very 
successful doing it.”

Buchanan said of Sohn, “He’s a 
tremendous athlete. When he came 
in about a year ago and worked out 
he took his shirt off. I said, ‘Put your 
shirt on, you’re embarrassing me.’

“For somebody who hasn’t played 
since ninth grade, that’s amazing. He’s 
a special athlete - and a good kid.”

A 2020 Aledo graduate, Sohn 
has enjoyed success as a collegiate 
swimmer. His career began at Texas 
A&M, where he earned honorable 
mention All-American status as 
a freshman as the anchor of the 
Aggies’ 400 free relay at the 2021 
NCAA Championships.

He transferred to SMU, but saw 
limited action for the Mustangs due 
to an injury, competing only in the 
season-opening SMU Classic. He 
was named to the American Athletic 
Conference All-Academic Team this 
past season.

Sohn enlisted the assistance of 
former Green Bay Packers tight end 
Jermichael Finley for training and 
began attending college football camps 
before signing with Sam Houston.

“I haven’t done it alone. The 
very first day I decided I was going 
to embark on this journey I met 
Jermichael Finley at the Aledo 
indoor (facility). Looking back it was 
no doubt a God-given relationship,” 
Sohn said. “He instantly saw my 
potential and started training me. 
He pushed me and encouraged me 
every day. What started a relation-
ship built around physical training 
quickly grew into a relationship cen-
tered around a gratitude for Jesus.”

Ironically, Sohn’s first game with 
Sam Houston State will be Saturday, 
Sept. 3 at Kyle Field against Texas 
A&M.Read this 

story online

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Former Aledo Bearcat state swimming champion Elijah Sohn is switching 
from swimming to football and transferred from SMU to Sam Houston 
State. He is pictured with his girlfriend Sydney Stafford following a pre-
season scrimmage. The Bearkats open the season Saturday at Texas A&M, 
where Sohn began his college career. Turn to SOHN, page 3

https://www.community-news.com/stories/sohn-switching-from-pool-to-football,5272
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Classifieds

Business Cards

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
SERVICE AND REPAIR • LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

817-441-8633
• • NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS • •

817-443-9733
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR
LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

Hearing
Care Center
4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702
Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre
Phone: 817.263.1971

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
CHAPPELL Holly Green, Owner 

10943 S FM 1187 Road
Fort Worth, Texas 76126

“You Jingle...We Shingle™”
817.441.6973

service@brettcoroofing.com

• COMPOSITION SHINGLES
• WOOD SHINGLES
• NEW ROOFS • REROOFS
• REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 • mobile (817) 996-2726

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

Insurance Claims Handled

Free 

Estim
atesJimmy Griffith, AAMS® 

Financial Advisor 

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100  
Aledo, TX 76008  
Bus. 817-441-4108 • Fax 800-656-0301 
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com 
www.edwardjones.com

Prepare 
for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(855) 704-8579

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty* 
A $695 Value!

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 

PAYMENT OPTIONS

Thousands of Lifelong Customers.

With the same name and number since 1973, Billy Harris Roofing is here before, during and after the Texas 
storms. Billy Harris Roofing has had the same crews since 1992 which has paved the way to 10 consecutive 

Angie’s List Super Service Awards since 2006. Billy Harris Roofing prides itself on quality... not quantity! 
Give the experts a call today and find out for yourself why thousands of life-long customers 

have put their trust in Billy Harris Roofing • 817-249-3338 • www.billyharris-roofi ng.com

817-249-3338 Same Crews Since 1992

Same Name & Number Since 1973
Previous Awards 
from 2006 to 2015

Vanity Tops                                           Tubs 
Whirlpool Tubs                         Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE
2927 Greenlee Park Trail

Weatherford, Texas 76088

  817-341-8970
Natural Granite  •  Solid Surface  •  Silestone

Megan Hendricks
Director of Operations

www.doylemoss.com
Email: megan@doylemoss.com

705 N. FM 1187
PO Box 967

Aledo, TX 76008
Tel: 817-441-9053
Fax: 817-441-7145

5 & 6 Inch Seamless Gutters • Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial • New & Repair

ROSS GUTTERS
In Business Since 1995

Office: 817-565-4658
Talk and text 817-771-9661

FREE SPLASH BLOCKS FOR A LIMITED TIME

Looking for 
the Top Dog?

Parker County’s only locally-owned newspaper

It’s a local call •click • e-mail!
817-441-7661 • www.community-news.com

Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

(817) 249-2028

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t

Ken Hartman, Proprietor

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry 
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair 1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 817-504-7662817-504-7662

24-Hour Access · Immediate Move-in · Boat & RV parking - $4524-Hour Access · Immediate Move-in · Boat & RV parking - $45
Available Sizes: 10x10 ($60), 10x20 ($90), 10x30 ($135)Available Sizes: 10x10 ($60), 10x20 ($90), 10x30 ($135)

We have lots of room 
for your stuff!

1187 MINI STORAGE1187 MINI STORAGE
KIMBERLY MEYER, ABR, CRS, GRI
REALTOR®

Cell (817) 929-0347
kimberly.meyer@cbdfw.com
4500 Hartwood Dr, Fort Worth, TX 76109-1840
www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer
Global Luxury Specialist

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Operated by a subsidary 
of NRT, LLC

TexSCAN Week of 
Aug. 28-Sept. 3, 2022

ACREAGE
Own your piece of Texas TODAY! Prices start-
ing at $650/acre. Trans Pecos region. Also the 
Hill Country (Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde 
Counties - free ranging exotics), South Texas (Duval 
County - whitetail, hogs). Large acreage or small. 
30 year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 
Call toll free or email for individual prices and terms. 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

ADOPTION
California couple promises baby warm, loving home. 
Secure future, educational opportunities. Generous 
living expenses paid, relocation possible. Rob and 
Katrina, 714-729-3014 or attorney 310-663-3467.

REAL ESTATE
6 acres w/9 rentals; 2 acres potential for RV park/
storage, etc.; southeast of San Antonio (87/1604), 15 
minutes from downtown San Antonio, $1,400,000. 
Bennie, 210-381-1234.

GENERATORS
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE Quote. Call 
now before the next power outage: 1-855-704-8579.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

MERCHANDISE
Rada Cutlery – Fundraise, Shop or Sell. Outstanding 
kitchenware, exceptional value. 800-311-9691 
RadaCutlery.com.

WANTED
FREON WANTED: Certified buyer looking to 
buy R11, R12, and R500 and more. Call Joe at 
312-625-5322.

Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

CITY OF WILLOW PARK, 
TEXAS

ORDINANCE NO. 862-22

ORDINANCE PROVIDING 
FOR A FEE TO DEFRAY 
COSTS OF COLLECTING 
DELINQUENT FINES, FEES, 
COURT COSTS, AND OTHER 
DEBTS PURSUANT TO 
ARTICLE 103.0031 OF THE 
TEXAS CODE OF CRIMINAL 
PROCEDURE.

PASSED AND APPROVED 
ON THIS DAY 9TH DAY OF 
AUGUST, 2022.

CRYSTAL R. DOZIER, TRMC
CITY SECRETARY
CITY OF WILLOW PARK

Notice of Public Hearings

Notice is hereby given that the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the City 
of Aledo, Parker County, Texas will conduct a public hearing in the 
Aledo Community Center, 104 Robinson Court, Aledo, Texas.

Public Hearing Zoning Board of Adjustment

Location: Aledo Community Center
 104 Robinson Court
 Aledo, Texas 76008
Date: Tuesday, September 20, 2022
Time: 6:00 P.M.

1) Consider a request for a variance to the Aledo Zoning Ordinance, 
Special Street Frontage Standards Section 16.8.5 requiring the 
primary entrance of a building be oriented towards the primary 
street for Lot 2R, Block 1, Mangum Addition, generally located 
at 395 S FM 1187, Aledo, Parker County, Texas.

Published in The Community News, September 2, 2022, and posted at 
Aledo City Hall August 30, 2022.

Deana McMullen, City Secretary

community-news.com/subscribe/

Looking for the Top Dog?

Parker County’s only locally-owned newspaper

It’s a local call •click • e-mail!
817-441-7661 • www.community-news.com

QUOTABLE
“Whatever you 
want to do, if 
you want to be 
great at it, you 
have to love it 
and be able to 
make sacrifices 
for it.”

— Maya Angelou



 7

S e p t e m b e r  2 ,  2 0 2 2
THE COMMUNITY NEWS 

w w w. c o m m u n i t y - n e w s . c o mEvents
More events can be found at www.community-news.com/calendar

FRIDAY,  
SEPTEMBER 2

James and the Giant 
Peach
Theatre Off the Square 
will present Roald Dahl’s 
“James and the Giant 
Peach” on weekends Sept. 
2-17 at 114 N. Denton in 
Weatherford.
Friday and Saturday per-
formances are at 8 p.m. 
Sunday performances are 
at 2 p.m.
When James is sent by his 
conniving aunts to chop 
down their old fruit tree, he 
discovers a magic potion 
that results in a tremen-
dous peach.and launches a 
journey of enormous pro-
portions. Suddenly, James 
finds himself in the center 
of the gigantic peach, 
among human-sized insects 
with equally oversized 
personalities, but after it 
falls from the tree and rolls 
into the ocean, the group 
faces hunger, sharks, and 
plenty of disagreements. 
Thanks to James’ quick wit 
and creative thinking, the 
residents learn to live and 
work together as a family. 
The dangerous voyage is 
a success, but the adven-
ture takes a whole new 
twist once they land on 
the Empire State Building. 
The cast and crew are from 
Aledo, Azle, Benbrook, Fort 
Worth, Granbury, Mineral 
Wells, and Weatherford, and 
includes:.
Tickets are $20 for all 
ages and all days, includ-
ing matinees. To purchase 
tickets and choose seats, 
visit https://buy.tickets-
tothecity.com/purchase.
php?event_id=10309.
Masks are optional.

SATURDAY,  
SEPTEMBER 3

Clark Gardens Model 
Train Show coming Sept 
3-4
All aboard! Clark Gardens 
Botanical Park’s fall open-
ing will be celebrated with 
its annual model train show 
on Saturday and Sunday, 
Sept. 3-4.

Saturday hours are 8 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. and Sunday hours 
are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
Clark Gardens, 567 Maddux 
Road in Weatherford.

There will be fun for the 
whole family. Inside the 
East Tent the North Texas 
Garden Railroad Club as 
well as the North Texas 
T-Trak Modular Railroad 
Club will display loads of 
track with different loops 
and auto switching dis-
plays. A crowd favorite, 
Choo Choo Express will 
be back offering trackless 
train rides through the gar-
dens, and Bryton & Co. DIY 
Studio will be face painting 
on both days.

Waller Lane will serve lunch 
and Parker County Shaved 
Ice Company will have cool 
treats to follow.

Admission prices are $9 
for adults, $7 for seniors 
(65 and older), and $5 for 
kids (4-12). Children 3 and 
younger are admitted for 
free. Clark Gardens mem-
bers receive free admission 
by showing their member-
ship card. No free passes 
or reciprocal memberships 
will be honored at this 
event.

For more information, visit 
www.clarkgardens.org, call 
940-682-4856, or email 
events@clarkgardens.com.

WEDNESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 7

Brain-Healthy Cooking 
Demonstration

 The Alzheimer’s 
Association and Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension 
of Parker County will host 
a special brain-healthy 
cooking demonstration and 
presentation from 1:30 to 
3 p.m. on Wednesday, Sept. 
7, at the Parker County 
Agricultural Service Center, 
604 N. Main Street in 
Weatherford.

Advancements in research 
show that lifestyle factors 
including diet, exercise, 
cognitive activity, and 
social engagement affect 
our risk of developing 
Alzheimer’s and dementia. 
It’s never too late to make 
healthy choices for your 
brain and body so come 
learn how you can practice 
healthy living for your brain 
and body.

THURSDAY,  
SEPTEMBER 8

Native Plant Society

 Stresses on native Texas 
trees will be the program 
topic at the monthly 
meeting of the Native 
Plant Society’s Cross 
Timbers chapter at 6:30 
p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 
8. Woodland ecologist 
Kimberlee Peterson from 
the Texas  A&M Forest 
Service will be the guest 
speaker. The meeting 
will be at Cherry Park 
Community Center, 313 
Davis St. in Weatherford. 
Guests are always wel-
come.

SATURDAY,  
SEPTEMBER 10

The Field of Flags returns 
to Willow Park

 The Rally Project will will 
again pay tribute to the 
343 firefighters who per-
ished on Sept. 11, 2001, 
with its Field of Flags on 
Patriot Day weekend, Sept. 
10-11 at the Shops at Willow 
Park, 210 Shops Blvd.

Find additional details else-
where in this issue.

MONDAY,  
SEPTEMBER 12

Parker County Democrats 
to hear candidates

 The Democratic can-
didates for comptroller 
and agriculture commis-
sioner in the Nov. 8 gen-
eral election will address 
the monthly meeting 
of the Parker County 
Active Democrats at 7 
p.m. Monday, Sept. 12, in 
the Strain Room of the 
Doss Student Center at 
Weatherford College.

Comptroller candidate 
Janet Dudding is a CPA 
who has helped uncover 
government abuses at 
state and local levels and 
wants to better use state 
money to benefit residents.

Agriculture candidate 
Susan Hays is an attorney 
with rural roots who helped 
write and pass the hemp 
legalization law in Texas in 
2019.

For information, visit park-
ercountydemocrats.org.

White’s 
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130 Houston Ave. • Weatherford 

817-596-4811
www.whitesfuneral.com
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SOMMER PORTWOODVOTE
FOR TRI-COUNTY 

ELECTRIC COOP 

DISTRICT 7 BOARD 

DIRECTOR

Scan this QR Code 
and vote online!

ELECTION OPEN 
Sept 1st to Sept 28th

Ballot and online voting credentials will be in your 
September ‘Texas Co-Op Power’ magazine.

“20 years of experience of 

putting the customer first... 

and now ready to start 

working for you.”

TACLA67709Ewww.jwmechanicalsystems.com

4 COMMON 
REASONS FOR 
HVAC FAILURE

IS YOUR SYSTEM 
READY THIS SEASON?

CALL 682-999-6062 
TODAY!

Heating and
Air Conditioning 

Maintenance Plans & 
Financing Options Available

Veteran Owned & Family Operated
Aledo Graduate - Class of ‘96

Debris Around the Unit
Heatpumps require approximately 18-24” of 
breathing room.

Improper Installation
This can reduce effi ciency by 30%.

Lack of Maintenance
Regular maintenance can increase a 
system’s life 5-6 years.

Improper Sizing
This causes strain on a 
system’s equipment, 
which will decrease 
the life of 
the unit.

(817) 835-5000
www.ftwccu.org

Open to those who live, work, or 
attend school in Tarrant, Denton, 

Parker, and Johnson Counties.

Visit us today at
1911 S. Main St. 

Weatherford’s #1 Family Credit Union 

For more information, call 817-441-7661 
or visit www.community-news.com.
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FOOTBALL

Taking it on the chin
Aledo’s second half 
comeback falls just 
short in season opener.
By Jim Zimmermann
The Community News

The 2022 Aledo Bearcat football 
season opened Friday night, Aug. 26, 
taking on the three-time defending 
TAPPS Division 1 State Champions 
Dallas Parish Episcopal Panthers at 
Gloria H. Snyder Stadium in Dallas. 
The season opening game cannot 
make or break your season, but do 
not tell that to these two teams.

Season opening games have a 
certain air of anticipation. All the 
off-season work that the student 
athletes put in finally gets to be test-
ed and the individuals take the first 
step in becoming a team.

The Bearcats are a young team, 
and this would be a great test for 
both sides of the ball.

Aledo won the coin toss and 
decided to receive. Junior quarter-
back Hauss Hejny took the reins as 
Aledo’s signal caller and was guiding 
the Bearcats’ offense with a pass to 
Junior Tyson Timms to the 35-yard 

line. Aledo’s first drive stalled out at 
the 29 after an incomplete pass on 
fourth down.

The Panthers started on the 
29-yard line, and it was clear from 
the start that they were going to 
try to throw the ball on the Bearcat 
defense. Sophomore quarterback 
Sawyer Anderson’s main target was 
Senior Tre Williams. As running 
back and wide receiver, Williams 
was a threat all night for Aledo.

The Panthers’ first possession 
took a lot of time off the clock but, 
it did pay off for them with a touch-
down to take a 7-0 lead with 4:03 
left in the first quarter. Aledo’s sec-
ond possession started on the 25. 

They started the second quar-
ter with a third-and-two from the 
Panthers’ 12. After three plays Aledo 
had a fourth-and-three from the 3. 
The next play was very controversial 
and did not go the way for the Bearcats.

Hejny took the snap and went to 
the left side and was being chased 
by three Panthers heading into the 
end zone. As Hejny was stretching 
out the ball to break the plane of the 
goal line, the ball was knocked out of 

BRELEIGH MAYER/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Aledo senior Ansel Din-Mbuh (32) wraps up a Parish rusher during the Bearcats’ season opener at Dallas Parish 
Episcopal on Friday, Aug. 26. Also shown is junior Cooper Kohan (4).Turn to FOOTBALL, page 9

https://www.community-news.com/stories/aledos-second-half-comeback-falls-just-short-in-season-opener,5261
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 NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED 2022-2023 
FISCAL YEAR BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF WILLOW PARK

The City of Willow Park City Council will hold a public hearing on the 
proposed 2022-2023 fiscal year budget at a City Council meeting at 
7:00 p.m. on September 13, 2022, in the Willow Park City Hall, Council 
Chambers, 516 Ranch House Road, Willow Park, Texas.

This budget will raise more total property taxes than last year’s budget 
by $50,431 or 3.24% and of that amount $50,431 is tax revenue from 
new property added to the tax roll this year. The public is encouraged 
to review the City’s proposed budget on the City of Willow Park website 
at www.willowpark.org or view a paper copy of the budget in the City 
Secretary’s office.

The public may comment by providing written comments either through 
the mail at the following address: 516 Ranch House Road, Willow 
Park, Texas 76087, or by email at cdozier@willowpark.org. Any written 
comments received by the City on or prior to 6:00 p.m. on the day of 
the public hearing will be included with information provided to the City 
Council for their consideration.

Members of the public are encouraged to provide input through any 
means available and/or to participate in the public hearing in person.

Crystal Dozier
City Secretary
City of Willow Park

www.metalmar ts.com

817-599-4186 • Fax: 817-599-3326
2100 Burton Street • Weatherford, Texas 76087
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his hand and went out of bounds in 
the endz one.

From this reporter’s point of 
view, roughly 20 feet behind the 
end zone), Hejny’s knee was down 
at the 2-yard line before the ball 
was knocked out of his hand. In that 
case, the Panthers would have had 
the ball on the 2-yard line. Instead, 
it was going to be placed on the 25. 
Coach Tim Buchanan had a rare 
penalty for arguing the call and the 
Panthers started on the 40.

Aledo’s defense was able to 
hold the Panthers to a field goal 
and the lead was 10-0 at the 7:30 
mark. Aledo’s offense was forced 
to punt on their next possession. 
The Panthers’ multi-purpose back 
Cedric Mays, took a handoff on their 
second play and ran into the end 
zone giving Parish a 17-3 lead head-
ing into halftime.

The Panthers received the sec-
ond half kick and started on the 
29. On the second play of the third 
quarter, Anderson threw a 71-yard 
touchdown stretching the Panther 
led to 24-3 with 11:43 remaining in 
the third quarter. 

Aledo’s offense started to control 
the line, giving Hejny time to find 
Jalen Pope for a 39-yard touchdown 
pass at the 4:09 mark of the third 
quarter. The PAT was blocked, and 
Aledo had closed the lead to 15, 24-9.

The Panthers received the kick 
and started at the 32. After a first 
down conversion, Anderson was look-
ing for Benson across the middle but, 
the pass was broken up and Jaden 
Allen picked up the deflection and 
returned the ball to the 1-yard line. 

Aledo was able to score and suc-
ceeded on a 2-point conversion, 
bringing the score to 24-17 going 
into the fourth quarter.

Aledo could not capitalize on a 
few opportunities during the fourth 
quarter to move the ball; penalties 

and an interception 
kept them from the 
end zone. Parish had 
an opportunity to 
put the game away 
with a 35-yard field 
goal, but the ball hit 
the right crossbar 
and Aledo took the 

ball with 7:47 left in the game.
The Bearcats were energized with 

the opportunity to go down and to 
try and tie the ball game with 3:38 
remaining. Aledo moved the ball 
down to the 31, but it came down to 
a 4th and 9 at the 1:38 mark.

Hejny was unable to complete 
the pass across the middle and the 
Panthers took over and ran out the 
clock.

“Our kids played hard. It was not 
the lack of playing hard,” Buchanan 
said after the game. “Our defense 
played well most of the night. 
Holding them to 24 points was good 
job by our defense. Offensively we 
just need to score more efficiently.”

FOOTBALL
from page eight

The CommuniTy news
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Aledo’s Jalen Pope had five receptions for 106 yards and a touchdown 
against Parish Episcopal.

Read this 
story online

Mooney and another 66 from quar-
terback Hauss Hejny.

“Last spring I thought he was 
going to be a JV player,” Buchanan 
said of Johnson, adding of Arana, 
“He’s the littlest guy on the offensive 
line.”

Mooney will miss this week’s 
game due to an injury, Buchanan 
said, but he expects him to return 
next week when the Bearcats travel 
to Justin Northwest for a Thursday 
contest.

Game at a glance
Denton Guyer Wildcats (1-0) at 

Aledo Bearcats (0-1)
7:30 p.m. Friday, Bearcat 

Stadium
Last season: Aledo, 12-1, lost 

in third round of 5A Division II 
playoffs to eventual state champion 
Dallas South Oak Cliff. Guyer, 14-2, 

lost in 6A Division II state final to 
Austin Westlake, 40-21.

Last meeting: Guyer won 60-57 
in Aledo to open the 2019 season. 
Aledo went on to finish 15-1 and 
won the 5A Division II state cham-
pionship. Guyer went on to finish 
14-2 and was the 6A Division II 
state runner-up, also losing in the 
finals to Westlake that season.

Last week: Aledo lost 24-17 at 
Dallas Parish Episcopal. Guyer 
defeated Rockwall Heath at home, 
47-14.

Offense: Aledo 308 yards vs. 
Parish Episcopal (165 rushing, 143 
passing), Guyer 374 yards vs. Heath 
(171 rushing, 203 passing).

Defense: Aledo surrendered 316 
yards vs. Parish Episcopal (91 rush-
ing, 225 passing), Guyer gave up 295 
yards vs. Heath (148 rushing, 147 
passing). The Guyer defense scored 
21 points off of Heath turnovers, 
while the Aledo defense forced a 
turnover on the Parish Episcopal 
half-yard line that resulted in a TD.

Aledo offensive leaders: Rushing 
- Hauss Hejny, 10-66; Cap Mooney, 
18-62. Passing - Hejny, 7-14, 127 
yards, 1 TD, 2 int. Receiving - Jalen 
Pope 5-106, 1 TD, Tyson Timms 
2-35.

Guyer offensive leaders: Rushing 
- Jackson Arnold 5-86, 1 TD; Ahmed 
Yusseff, 6-40. Passing - Arnold 12-18, 
203 yards, 3 TD, 0 int. Receiving - 
Landon Sides, 2-86, 2 TD; Peyton 
Bowen, 3-34.

Aledo defensive leaders - Dahvon 
Keys, 9 tackles (5 solo); Andrew 
Parkhurst, 7 tackles (6 solo), 1 sack, 
2 tackles for loss; Chris Johnson 1 
interception returned 52 yards.

Guyer defensive stats not 
available.

Note: Aledo has not started a sea-
son 0-2 since 1993. The last time the 
Bearcats lost back-to-back games 
was 2007. Twice under coach Tim 
Buchanan the Bearcats have lost 
their season opener only to rebound 
and win a state championship (2011 
and 2019).

GUYER
from page 12

BRELEIGH MAYER/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Senior running back Cap Mooney takes a tumble against Parish Episcopal.
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VOLLEYBALL

Ladycats sweep Paschall
Middle Schools begin 
season with wins

The Aledo Ladycats volleyball 
team is rolling on its way to district 
competition.

On Tuesday, Aug. 23, the 
Ladycats played Arlington Lamar 
in a clean sweep. 9A won in two sets 
25-8, 25-10. 9B won 25-12, 25-10. JV 
won 25-5, 25-12. Varsity won 25-11, 
25-13, 25-23. The Varsity Lady Cats 
dominated from start to finish.
Kills: Alyssa Gonzales 5, Maddie Frank 
8, Lauryn Mack 11, Vivian Parker 10
Aces: Alyssa Gonzales 2, Natalie 
Anderson 2, Rylee Metts 2, Vivian 
Parker 2
Digs: Lauryn Mack 12, Vivian Parker 17, 
Alyssa Gonzales 6, Ava Reding 6 
Assists: Rylee Metts 19, Ava Reding 7, 
Catie Messer 6
Block Assists: Maddie Frank 3

Then play continued Thursday-
Saturday with the infamous Leander 
Volleypalooza Tournament. The 
Ladycats competed well.
Thursday, Aug. 25
Match 1: Aledo vs. Leander 
High
Scores: 25-14, 17-25, 25-11
Kills: Alyssa Gonzales 7, Vivian Parker 
5, Lauryn Mack 5
Aces: Rylee Metts 4, Lauryn Mack 2, 
Alyssa Gonzales 2
Digs: Alyssa Gonzales 16, Lauryn Mack 
9, Vivian Parker 10, Mia Little 10
Assists: Rylee Metts 17, Ava Reding 4

Match 2: Aledo vs. Katy Seven 
Lakes
Scores: 25-19, 21-25, 25-18
Kills: Alyssa Gonzales 10, Lauryn Mack 
7, Vivian Parker 7
Aces: Alyssa Gonzales 2, Rylee Metts 2
Digs: Lauryn Mack 17, Alyssa Gonzales 
14, Mia Little 12, Vivian Parker 11
Assists: Rylee Metts 18, Ava Reding 4, 
Catie Messer 6
Blocks: Maddie Frank 2

Match 3: Aledo vs. Brandeis
Scores: 21-25, 25-19, 20-25
Kills: Lauryn Mack 13, Alyssa 
Gonzales 9, Vivian Parker 9
Digs: Lauryn Mack 15, Vivian 
Parker 15, Alyssa Gonzales 14, 
Mia Little 11, Ava Reding 10
Assists: Rylee Metts 18, Ava 
Reding 11

 
Friday, Aug. 26
Match 1: Aledo vs. Highland 
Park
Scores: 13-25, 11-25
Kills: Vivian Parker 5, Alyssa Gonzales 
4, Payton Hilmer 2
Digs:

Mia Little 6, Lauryn Mack 5, Rylee 
Metts 5
Assists: Rylee Metts 6, Ava Reding 5

Block Assists:
Maddie Frank 3, Alyssa 
Gonzales 2

 
Match 2: Aledo vs. 
Barbers Hill
Scores: 21-25, 23-25
Kills:
Vivian Parker 11, Maddie Frank 

6, Lauryn Mack 4
Digs:
Mia Little 13, Lauryn Mack 12, Vivian 
Parker 11
Assists:
Rylee Metts 16

Block Assists:
Maddie Frank 3

 
Match 3: Aledo vs. Woodlands
Scores: 20-25, 25-27
Kills: Maddie Frank 6, Vivian Parker 6, 
Alyssa Gonzales 3
Aces: Morgan Estevez 2
Digs: Lauryn Mack 10, Mia Little 9, 
Rylee Metts 8, Vivian Parker 8
Assists: Rylee Metts 15
Block Assists: Maddie Frank 3, Haley 
Lowe 2, Payton Hilmer 2

 
Saturday, Aug. 27
Match 1: Aledo vs. Stratford
Scores: 16-25, 23-25 
Kills: Lauryn Mack 8, Vivian Parker 6

Digs: Vivian Parker 12, Mia Little 10, 
Alyssa Gonzales 9
Assists: Rylee Metts 10, Ava Reding 10

 
Match 2: Aledo vs. Flower 
Mound
Scores ONLY- 13-25, 22-25

The Ladycats swept the Paschall 
Panthers on Tuesday, Aug. 30. 9a 
won 25-10, 25-16. 9b won 25-21, 
25-19. JV won 25-4, 25-14. Varsity 
won 25-21, 25-19, 25-23. 
Kills: Vivian Parker 15, Maddie Frank 13, 
Lauryn Mack 10, Alyssa Gonzales 8
Aces: Alyssa Gonzales 2, Rylee Metts 1 
Digs: Vivian Parker 15, Rylee Metts 15, 
Mia Little 14, Alyssa Gonzales 13, Lauryn 
Mack 10
Assists: Rylee Metts 27, Ava Reding 10, 
Catie Messer 6

Middle School Results
Aledo Middle School played its 

season opener on Sept. 1 Summer 
Creek. 

7th Grade:
A Team: Win (25-5, 25-4)
B Team: Win (25-11, 25-9)
C Team: Win (25-5, 25-11)
 
8th Grade:
A Team: Win (25-16, 25-8)
B Team: Win (25-8, 25-4)
C Team: The C team played each 

other and did a great job!

The McAnally Middle School 
team swept its first ever match, 
defeating Brewer.

7th Grade:
A Team: Win (25-20, 25-17)
B Team: Win (25-7, 25-5)
C Team: Win (20-25, 25-11,15-1)
 
8th Grade:
A Team: Win (25-14, 25-10)
B Team: Win (25-20, 25-18)
C Team: Win (25-19, 17-25, 

25-17)

NOLAN RUTH/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Rylee Mettts (11) sets up a kill earlier this season. Metts had 27 assists against Paschall on Tuesday.

Read this 
story online

http://
https://www.community-news.com/stories/ladycats-sweep-paschall,5264
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Churches
817-901-9455
5050 S Hwy 5

Aledo, TX

EVERYONE WELCOME
WWW.PCCOWBOYCHURCH.ORG

Sundays
Bible Study 8:30 AM
Service 10:00 AM

PARKER COUNTY COWBOY CHURCH
PCCC

16250 Old Weatherford Road
Aledo, Texas

For current Mass Times visit our website at:
www.HolyRedeemerAledo.org

For more information contact the Parish Office at 817-441-3500

The Willow Park  
Church of 

Christ
721 Ranch House Road

Sunday Worship Assembly – 10:30 am

www.thewillowparkchurchofchrist.com

YOU'RE INVITED!

SUNDAY'S AT 10:00AM 

SUNDAY

The church is not a select 
circle of the immaculate, 
but a home where the  
outcast may come in. It 
is not a palace with gate 
attendants and challeng-
ing sentinels along the 
entrance-ways holding off 
at arm’s-length the stranger, 
but rather a hospital where 
the broken-hearted may be 
healed, and where all the 
weary and troubled may 
find rest and take counsel 
together.

- James H. Aughey

FOOTBALL

Eagles drop 
opener
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

In this past Friday’s season opening football 
game, the Willow Park Trinity Christian Eagles 
fell on the road to Fort Worth Temple Christian 
28-14.

Temple Christian built a 21-7 halftime 
lead before the teams exchanged second-half 
touchdowns. 

Among the highlights for Trinity, senior 
running back and linebacker Caleb Nelson led 
the Eagles in rushing and total tackles. Nelson 
scored TCA’s first TD on a 14-yard run in the 
second quarter.  

Junior Jake Anderson scored on a 12-yard 
pass from senior Evan Chrane to start the fourth 
quarter, drawing TCA within seven points.

Freshman punter/placekicker Riley 
McCraken connected on both extra points, had 
two punts downed inside the Temple 10-yard 
line and had two touchbacks on kickoffs.

In all, Temple Christian ran 64 plays to 53 for 
Trinity and had a 23-16 first downs advantage.

Trinity did win the battle of the flags. The vis-
iting Eagles committed six penalties for 50 yards 
compared to eight for 55 yards for the host Eagles.

The game was also the Trinity debut for new 
head coach Bryan Marmion. He had high praise 
for his young team that closed the deficit to 21-14 
in the final stages before Temple scored a sealing 
TD.

“Considering this was the first high school 
football game, not just varsity game, for almost 
half our squad, our coaches could not be prouder 
of the effort our kids showed. They very easily 
could have lost heart down 14-0 in the first quar-
ter,” Marmion said. “So, to have a one-score game 
midway through the fourth let our coaches know 
more about the character of this squad  and let 
our players know what they are capable of when 
tested.    

“In most close games if you change two 
or three plays, you change the outcome. That 
was certainly the case in this 
game. We were able to see 
some things on video that our 
kids understand they can fix in 
the short-term that will have 
a significant impact on our 
performance.” 

Trinity Christian is on the 
road again this week as they 
travel to Reicher Catholic 
Friday. The Cougars are coming off a 41-7 loss to 
Milano to open the season.

On Sept. 9 Trinity will play its first game 
in their new stadium when they host Dallas 
Christian Home Educators at 7:30 p.m.

Read this 
story online

TENNIS

Racketcats off to strong district start
By Cathy Mason
Special to the Community News

The Aledo varsity team ten-
nis squad is off to a 2-0 start 
in District 5-5A play, opening 
with a thrilling 10-8 home win 
over Wichita Falls Rider last 
week and following this week 
with a 14-0 home whitewashing 
against Northwest.

The win over Rider, who 
eliminated Aledo from the post-
season last season in the third 
round, came after a rain post-
ponement and a six-hour match 
that included the lights going 
out. This was a highly competi-
tive match, with seven of the 18 
completed matches ending with 
tiebreakers. 

For the girls the No. 1 dou-
bles team of Bryanna Orr and 
Kenley Germany split sets (2-6, 
6-7), but lost in the tiebreak-
er. No. 2 doubles Elli Kate 
Bussmeir and Paige Federman 
also split sets (6-7, 6-2) and won 
with a tiebreak score of 10-7. 
No. 3 doubles Patrice Loftin 
and Natalie Nawrocki won their 
match (6-4, 6-2). 

The boys’ top doubles duo of  
Ian Leslie and Hogan Posey split 
sets (6-3, 3-6) but lost in a close 
tiebreaker (11-13). No. 2 doubles 
Craig Mason and Ben Farmer 
also split sets (6-4, 4-6) and 
lost in another close tiebreaker 
(8-10). The No. 3 doubles tan-
dem of Jacob Heckathorn and 
Francois Britz lost their match 
(1-6, 0-6). 

In mixed doubles, Scott 
Mason and Eleanor Jack won 
their match (6-3, 6-0). 

With 10 matches necessary 
for the win, the team 
headed into singles 
competition with a 
deficit of 3-4. Winning 
their matches for the 
girls were No. 2 sin-
gles Elli Kate Bussmeir 
(6-3, 3-6, 10-8), No. 4 
Paige Federman (6-2, 
6-4) and No. 6 Gracie Heydman 
(7-5, 6-3). Winning their match-
es for the boys were No. 2 Scott 
Mason (2-6, 7-6, 10-6), No. 3 

Hogan Posey (6-2, 6-3) and No. 
5 Craig Mason (6-4, 6-4). 

With Aledo up 9-8, all eyes 
were on sophomores Jacob 
Heckathorn and Eleanor Jack 
as they finished their match-
es. Aledo was ahead in both 
matches and both matches were 
at match point as Heckathorn 
finished first (6-4, 7-5) for the 
Bearcat win. 

On Tuesday, Aug. 30, the 
team took on Northwest High 
School, new to the district this 
year, and earned a shutout victo-
ry over the Texans/Lady Texans. 

Girls doubles easily won their 
matches, with Orr and Germany 
winning 6-0, 6-0, Bussmeir and 
Federman winning 6-0, 6-0 and 

Natalie Nawrocki and 
Patrice Loftfin coming 
away 6-1, 6-3. 

Boys doubles Mason 
and Farmer won 6-2, 
6-0 while Heckathorn 
and Britz won 6-3, 6-2. 
Leslie and Posey split 
sets, (6-4, 1-6), but won 

in the tiebreaker (10-8). Mixed 
doubles Mason and Jack split 
sets (6-1, 4-6), but also won in 
their tiebreaker, (10-3). 

Girls singles numbers 1-4 
won their matches and clinched 
the win for the team. Boys num-
bers 1-3 were allowed to finish 
and also added to the winning 
tally. 

Leslie played for over two 
hours, split sets (7-6 with a 7-3 
tiebreaker, 1-6, tiebreak 11-9) 

and ended the last match of the 
night for the 14th win. 

The Bearcats/Ladycats 
record currently stands at 8-2, 
with 2-0 in district play. The 
team will travel to Saginaw on 
Tuesday, Sept. 6 for the next 
district match.

Read this 
story online

CATHY MASON

The Aledo tennis team opened district with a win against Rider

CATHY MASON

Ian Leslie

https://www.community-news.com/stories/eagles-drop-opener,5266
https://www.community-news.com/stories/racketcats-off-to-strong-district-start,5265
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Don’t forget your four-legged 
family member when you travel!

• Boarding 

• Grooming 

• Heated & 
Cooled 

• Indoor & 
Outdoor Runs

• 24-Hour 
Attendant 

Ring Leaders Kennel
Aledo 817-441-8071

Newly-Upgraded boarding facilities

Life insurance 
from a real-life 
person.

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL

Get life insurance that comes 
with someone local (me).  
I’m here to help you protect 
your family’s financial future. 
LET’S TALK TODAY.

1708148

Bobby J Rigues, Agent
411 FM 1187 N
Aledo, TX  76008

Bus: 817-441-9966
bobby@bobbyrigues.com

103 W. Church • 817-596-8758 • 817-594-2612

Propane Sales 
and Service

On the Square  
in Weatherford 

YEARSYEARS
OF PROPANE

1958-2019

FOOTBALL PREVIEW

Guyer Coming to Town
Bearcats to face  
another power in home 
opener
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

Tim Buchanan has never been 
one to back down from a challenge. 
Of course that is one of the reasons 
he is one of the most successful high 
school football coaches in America 
ever to walk the sidelines, with seven 
state championships and an average 
of 11 victories per season in 24 years.

So, on the heels of a 24-17 sea-
son-opening loss at Dallas Parish 
Episcopal, No. 9 in this week’s 
MaxPreps state rankings, the 
Bearcats return for their home 
opener against No. 3 Denton Guyer 
at at 7:30 p.m. Friday at Bearcat 
Stadium.

Guyer, last season’s Class 6A 
Division II state runner-up, is com-
ing off a 47-14 drubbing of Rockwall 
Heath to open the season.

“They’re better than they were 
last year. They look like they’re in 
Week 12 or 13, it didn’t look 
like the first week of the sea-
son. Their defense scored 21 
points on Rockwall (Heath),” 
Buchanan said.

Of course, the Bearcats 
have lost season openers 
before under Buchanan and 
always rebounded well. A 
couple times they even went 
on to win a state championship, 
including 2019, Buchanan’s first 
season back as coach after five years 
as Aledo athletic director. Ironically, 

they lost 60-57 to Guyer before 
bouncing back to win their next 15 
games.

“When you lose to a team like 
Parish Episcopal, if you learn from 
it, there’s no shame from that,” 
Buchanan said. “You ask yourself, 
‘What can I do better?’ And then 
you work toward that.

“I hate to lose, but if you learn 
from it and it helps make you better, 
there’s no shame at all.”

It has been a long time, howev-
eIt has been a long time, however, 
since the Bearcats began a season 
0-2. Not since 1991, two years before 
Buchanan, have they dropped their 
first two games.

In reflecting on the Episcopal 
loss, Buchanan said, “We played 
really hard. Us losing was not from 
a lack of effort. We made some men-
tal mistakes that cost us the game.”

The Bearcats had trouble with 
their red zone offense. The only 
touchdown they managed inside the 
20-yard line was following a forced 
turnover by the defense that gave 
them the ball at the Episcopal half-

yard line.
Buchanan praised sev-

eral players as standouts, 
including cornerback 
Chris Johnson on defense 
and center Alex Arana on 
offense. Johnson returned 
an interception 52 yards 
and Arana anchored an 
offensive line that helped 

the offense accumulate 308 total 
yards, including 62 rushing by Cap 

Read this 
story online

BRELEIGH MAYER/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Junior cornerback Chris Johnson returned an interception 52 yards against Parish Episcopal.Turn to GUYER, page 9

https://www.community-news.com/stories/guyer-coming-to-town,5262
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