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WILLOW PARK 

Majority of 
drainage 
issues to be 
solved
Tax rate hearing  
scheduled
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

At its regular meeting on Tuesday, 
Aug. 23, members of the Willow Park 
City Council voted to approve the issu-
ance of certificates of obligation in an 
amount not to exceed $4.25 million 
for designing, constructing, acquiring, 
improving, enlarging, and equipping the 
city’s municipal drainage utility system.

However, whereas the original pro-
posal in June was for a 20-year plan, the 
city opted instead to go with a 15-year 
plan, which City Manager Bryan Grimes 
said would save the city up to a half mil-
lion dollars in interest. Also, because of 
the city’s AA bond rating, they were able 
to receive a fixed rate of 3.44%, resulting 
in a payback of around $367,000 per 
year, or total payments of around $5.5 
million. In June the rate was estimated 
at 4.1%, which would have resulted in a 
20-year payback of around $6 million.

The first payment will be in February 
of 2023, with the final payment being in 
2037, with the city having the option to 
pay it off early starting in 2032.

“This will address about 90% of our 
drainage needs,” Grimes said.

Grimes said work will likely begin in 
December or January.

Certificates of obligation are similar 
to general obligation bonds, except that 
they do not require voter approval before 
they are issued. Certificates of obligation 
are also guaranteed by the city’s taxation 
power.

In the case of Willow Park, the city has 
been collecting fees since October of 2021 
to fund storm drainage improvements. 
The rates, reflected in the utility bills of 

ROSE HOFFMAN/CITY OF WILLOW PARK

John Schneider was sworn in as Willow 
Park’s new fire chief Tuesday. His wife, 
Stephanie, pins him while council mem-
ber Greg Runnebaum looks on.

Carter LeBaron named 2022 
Thanksgiving Trot recipient

Staff Reports
The Community News

The Marcia Walters 
Memorial Thanksgiving Trot 
has announced that the recip-
ient of its 11th annual race 
on Thanksgiving Day will be 
Carter LeBaron, a 13-year-
old Aledo ISD student that 
was diagnosed with Acute 
Lymphocytic Leukemia this 
past March.

It has been a tough 
road through a journey of 
chemotherapy, infusions, hos-
pital stays, countless doctor 
appointments, and the list 
continues.

Ashley and John LeBaron, 
Carter’s parents, have not been 
able to work due to the grueling 
demands a cancer diagnosis 
entails. While one gets their 
son to and from his treatment 
and related appointments, the 
other is tending to Carter’s 
four siblings and the normal 
demands of day-to-day par-
enthood. Financial obligations 
are often difficult to meet with 
the added hardship of cancer.

“This family was chosen as 
the recipient after thorough 
review and consideration, and 
the Trot is so honored to know 
them and be a part of their 
journey,” a member of the Trot 
board said.

Donations and funds raised 
through the Thanksgiving Trot 
will be provided to the family 
to help meet its expenses. 

“His journey started with 
his loss of appetite and the 
inability to stay awake for 
longer than a few minutes,” 
Carter’s mom Ashley said. “It 
was out of the norm for him, so 
after about a week we got him 
seen and he got his diagnosis.”

Since then, Carter’s 
treatment has consisted of sev-
eral inpatient admission stays, 
some of them weeks at a time. 
It also includes weekly chemo 
appointments.

Ashley said Carter some-
times has appointments 
five days a week, and some 
appointments last all day.

“It’s consisted of 
lots of needles, blood-
work, spinal taps, and 
even a feeding tube a 
couple of times due 
to severe malnutrition 
for excessive weight 
loss,” she said. “At one 
point he was under 
100 pounds. For the most part 
he’s done very well with his 
chemotherapy, thankfully not 
many side effects.”

The Thanksgiving Trot 
began in 2011 with a simple 
mission — to have members 
of the community join 

together for a common cause 
— to support one of its own 
in need.

“Being selected as this 
year’s recipient is such a bless-
ing for our family,” Ashley said. 
“For so many months it has 
felt like we’ve had more low 
points than high and we’ve 
barely had our heads above 
water.  His selection is just the 
Lord reaffirming that He’s in 
control and showing us there 
are people out there who care 
and are willing to help.”

This past spring, the 
Trot was honored as East 
Parker County Chamber of 
Commerce’s ‘Nonprofit of the 
Year.’  It was an award that 
the group was so proud to 
have received, and they did so 

on behalf of everyone 
who has ever spon-
sored, raced, shared, 
or supported the Trot.

For more infor-
mation about the 
Thanksgiving Trot, 
visit www.aledo-
thanksgivingtrot.

com. To follow Carter’s story 
and updates, the family has 
a Facebook page facebook.
com/curecarter13.  Mark your 
calendars for Thanksgiving 
Day at Aledo High School 
Stadium, and let’s race for 
Carter LeBaron!

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Carter LeBaron

Read this 
story online

WILLOW PARK

Residents 
speak out 
about fire 
department 
annexation
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

If there was ever a question 
about how popular the fire depart-
ment is in Willow Park, there should 
be none anymore.

With the possible annexation of 
their department into the Parker 
County Emergency Services District 
1 pending with a Nov. 8 election, 
several citizens spoke in opposition 
to such a move at a public hearing 
on Aug. 17 at Spring Hill Suites in 
Willow Park. Several others from 
the county also spoke in defense.

Many questions were asked by 
the public and answered by both 
ESD1 Fire Chief Stephen Watson 
and Willow Park City Manager 
Bryan Grimes.

Then, the ESD1 board of 
directors voted 5-0 to call for the 
November election.

Among those from the public 
who spoke, eight oppose the annex-
ation, four were in favor and a 
couple didn’t seem to care one way 
or the other, but nonetheless had 
questions.

Among the major complaints 
were that the citizens have not been 
given enough notice or informa-
tion about the subject of annexation. 
Some even suggested deals are being 
made behind closed doors, which 
Willow Park Mayor Doyle Moss 
immediately refuted.

“This was not cloak-and-dagger, 
these meetings we had with fire-
men, with ESD and now it’s being 
brought to the people,” Moss said. 
“We are entertaining this for the 
betterment of our city.”

Just as he did at the Aug. 9 
Willow Park City Council meeting, 
Watson assured citizens of many 
things, including that a fire station 
will remain in Willow Park and that 
all of the current employees would 
retain their jobs at the same pay rate 
with even better benefits, includ-
ing the district paying 100% of the 
insurance costs for an employee and 
their family.

And that the city’s prized ladder 
truck will stay put, as will all equip-
ment needed to operate a fire station 
in Willow Park.

Citizen Dale Lewis called into 
question the fire station remaining, 
asking what happens if the quickly 
growing northern part of Parker 
County adds around 20,000 homes. 
Watson told him and the rest of the 
audience that two new stations are 
already in the planning for that part 
of the county — with a reminder 
that Willow Park, already the sec-
ond largest city in the county, and 

Turn to ESD1, page 4 Turn to WP1, page 3

https://www.community-news.com/
https://www.community-news.com/stories/city-says-planned-improvements-will-solve-majority-of-drainage-issues,5149
https://www.community-news.com/stories/carter-lebaron-named-thanksgiving-trot-recipient-for-2022,5152
https://www.community-news.com/stories/residents-speak-out-about-fire-department-annexation,5222
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ATEX TRASH 
SERVICESERVICE

PROVIDING EXCELLENT 
SERVICE FOR THOSE 

OUTSIDE THE CITY LIMITS

WEEKLY SERVICE: 
$35 PER MONTH

Locally owned and 
operated since 2010

TIM GREEN: 
817-344-8464

WWW.ATEXTRASH.COM

www.brookshires.com 
(817) 441-5980

5118 E I-20 Service Rd S
Willow Park, TX

Skip the lines, not the service, 
with your personal shopper.

Online Ordering & Pickup

FATHER & SONS 
TREES SERVICE

“We Go Out On A Limb For You”
Insured  

& Certified
• Trimming

• Removals

• 24 Hour Storm Response

• No Tree Too Small or Large

• Dead Wood Mistletoe Removal

• Sick Tree Treatment

• Tree Repair Cabling

• Stump Grinding

• Lot Clearing

Don’t Let Tree Limbs Damage Your Property

SENIORS, FIRST RESPONDERS & HEALTHCARE WORKERS DISCOUNTS

PLEASE CALL US FOR

FREE ESTIMATE & 
INSPECTIONS

817-296-2880

FunFun

HeadquartersHeadquarters

2065 Tin Top Rd
(behind Home Depot)

Weatherford
682-262-1370

GrandAdventureTexas.comGrandAdventureTexas.com

ALEDO ATHLETIC CLUB

817-441-2444
601 FM 1187 S., Aledo

AledoAthleticClub@gmail.com

817-441-2444817-441-2444

· STATE OF THE ART

· CLEAN, FRIENDLY, 
COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT

· NO PRESSURE SALE

· NO JOINING FEE OR 
DOWN PAYMENT

AledoAthleticClub@gmail.com

MENTION 
THIS AD AND 

RECEIVE 
3 FREE 

PERSONAL 
TRAINING 
SESSIONS

Fun, Food, and Adventure!
Grand Adventure is the go-to 

spot for fun, food, and adventure in 
Parker County.

Located off Tin Top Road, Grand 
Adventure is locally owned and 
locally operated by the Pennington 
Family, and features indoor and 
outdoor attractions.

Go Karts are one of Grand 
Adventure’s top attractions, and 
mini-golf is also a favorite outdoor 
attraction.

The fun continues with a large 
virtual reality arena and a classic 
arcade.

Grand Adventure is the perfect 
place for birthday parties, family 
reunions, youth groups, corporate 
parties and teambuilding fun.

Having all that fun may work up 
an appetite, and Grand Adventure 
has you covered there as well. On 

the menu are pizzas, chicken nug-
gets, loaded fries and tater tots, 
super stuffed bell pepper, and 
jalepeño bacon-wrapped peppers.

There is also plenty to satisfy 
your sweet tooth ice cream, gour-
met cookies, cotton candy, funnel 
cakes, and root beer floats.

Grand Adventure is open 
Tuesdays thru Thursdays from 
4-10 p.m.,  Fridays from 4 p.m. to 
midnight,  Saturdays from 11 a.m. 
to midnight, and Sundays from 
noon to 10 p.m. 

Grand Adventure is closed on 
Mondays, but open for Labor Day 
from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.  

Visit Grand Adventure at 
2065 Tin Top Road. For more 
information, see www.grandad-
venturetexas.com.

One of the fun features of the mini golf course is a walk-through volcano. BELOW: 
Indoors, the arcade has plenty of options. Go Karts are a very popular activity.

https://www.community-news.com/in-around-parker-county/
https://crossingaledo.com
https://www.community-news.com/stories/fun-food-and-adventure,5225
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residents, are $5.50 per month 
per 1,500 square feet of living 
area. For example, 2,000 square 
feet is $7.32 per month, 2,500 is 
$9.19 and 3,000 equals $11.

Funds raised through these 
fees will go toward paying the 
debt service charges connected 
with the certificates of obligation. 
Also, Grimes said there is enough 
in the fund to cover any overages 
for about 10 to 12 years.

Place 1 Council Member Eric 
Contreras alluded to the vol-
ume of rain earlier this week, 
which resulted in water buildup 
throughout the city, saying, “This 
is going to take care of that. It’s 
something great for the city.”

Grimes recalled a meeting 
he had with a resident a few 
years ago that set this process in 
motion.

“Werner Schmidt came to 
me with a drainage problem. He 
brought attention to the issue,” 
Grimes said. “I’m very happy for 
Werner and all the others. This is 
a city-wide project.

“I remember 
vividly in 2019 
getting in my 
truck, driving 
around to peo-
ple’s homes to 
see if we needed 
sandbags.”

    
Public hear-
ing set for budget/tax 
rate

The council set a date of Sept. 
13 for a public hearing concern-
ing the proposed 2022-23 Fiscal 

Read this 
story online

Pastor, Clark Bosher

RANCH HOUSE PROFESSIONAL BUILDING

126 RANCH HOUSE ROAD

MARCUS GLEATON, OD
Suite 1000 · (817) 441-0010

ALEDO FAMILY EYE CARE
Suite 1000 · (817) 441-0010

A MEMBER OF

visionsource-aledofamilyeyecare.com

Mark A. McAdams, DDS

Suite 800 • (817) 441-8003

CATLIN, LILLARD & CO. PC
Tax, Assurance,
Consulting,
Business Advisors

Suite 1200 • (817) 441-2600 • clc-cpa.com
S. Brian Catlin, CPA  Ralph Lillard, CPA

Trusted since 1977

23
96

58

Dale Mares, AAMS
817-441-5061
126 S. Ranch house Rd., #600
Aledo 

Insurance and discounts subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co., Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance 
Co. Life insurance offered through Allstate Life Ins. Co. & Allstate Assurance Co. Northbrook, IL; and American Heritage Life Insurance Co., 
Jacksonville, FL. Securities offered by Personal Financial Representatives through Allstate Financial Services, LLC (LSA Securities in LA and PA).  
Registered Broker-Dealer. Member FINRA, SIPC. Main Office: 2920 South 84th Street, Lincoln, NE 68506. (877) 525-5727. © 2018 Allstate Insurance Co.

PROTECT YOUR WORLD

White’s 
Funeral Home
130 Houston Ave. • Weatherford 

817-596-4811
www.whitesfuneral.com

Our family
serving 

your family
since 1908.

ALEDO ISD

District names 2021-2022 Circle of Greatness winners
Special to The Community News

Aledo ISD recently honored four 
well-deserving employees as Circle 
of Greatness winners for the 2021-
2022 school year.

Receiving the honor were 
Vandagriff Elementary School teach-
er Ashley Watson in the Professional 
category; Stuard Elementary 
School special education aide Kayla 
Palumbo in the Paraprofessional 
category; transportation/bus driver 
Bob Brauer in the Auxiliary catego-
ry; and Daniel Ninth Grade Campus 
substitute Amy Miller in the Campus 
Guest Teacher/Substitute category.

According to the school district, 
“Employees nominated for Circle of 
Greatness embody what it means to 
be #growinggreatness in the district, 
positively impacting our communi-
ty, students, and school district.”

The district accepts nominations 
for Circle of Greatness through-
out the school year from parents, 
students, fellow employees, and 
community members, and there are 
no limitations to the number of 
nominations each month.

The top nominee from each catego-
ry is recognized as a Circle of Greatness 
Special Honoree three times per year, 
then all of the Special Honorees are 
candidates for the overall Circle of 
Greatness winner. Winners are 
announced during convocation and 
awarded a new Apple iPad.

During the 2021-2022 school year, 
more than 520 nominations 
were made encompassing 
each campus and department 
and hundreds of employees. 
Here’s what nominators had 
to say about the 2021-2022 
overall winners:

Ashley Watson: “Ashley spends so 
many hours outside of work to make 
sure she does the best for her kids 
and her team. My son is in her class 
and he ADORES her. She has grown 
him as a reader, she loves him (and 
all her students like a parent hopes 
their child’s teacher would) and has 
motivated him to be the best he can 
be. I am so grateful for her!”

Kayla Palumbo: “I feel her pro-
tection and love for our kids. My 
son always has to have an aide with 
him and it feels like Kayla spends a 
good part of her day with him. The 
job that she has is a thankless one; 
a highly underpaid one; a stinking 
hard one! And yet she shows up and 
she loves and she smiles and she 
gets it done! She really is the hands 
and feet of Jesus loving the ones 
Jesus would have had eyes to see.”

Bob Brauer: “The first day of 
school I had the opportunity to ride 
the bus route that Mr. Brauer drives. 
As we pulled up to our first stop 
for students to get off the bus one 
student stood and walked towards 
the front of the bus. When the child 
turned to get off the bus Mr. Brauer 
asked how his day was and told him 
he would see him tomorrow. Mr. 
Brauer addressed every student as 
they got off the bus at their stop. 
In the conversations he had with 
the students it was evident that Mr. 
Brauer knew the students and truly 

enjoyed being the last per-
son the student would talk 
to from the school district.”

Amy Miller: “Mrs. Miller 
is the friendly face our par-
ents and visitors see when 
they visit our campus and 
she is consistently helpful 

and welcoming to those who con-
nect with our school by phone. No 
matter how busy the front office 
gets she manages it all with grace, 
kindness, and professionalism. The 
students stop by the front office in 
the mornings just to say hello to 
her and because she sets the tone 
for their day with her consummate 

positivity and encouragement. We 
are thankful that Amy has chosen to 
grow greatness at DNG!”

Circle of Greatness nominations 
are open for the 2022-2023 school 
year. To nominate any Aledo ISD 
employee, visit www.aledoisd.org/
circleofgreatness.

Daniel Ninth Grade Campus 
substitute Amy Miller

Vandagriff Elementary School 
teacher Ashley Watson

Transportation/bus driver Bob 
Brauer

Stuard Elementary School special 
education aide Kayla Palumbo

Read this 
story online Turn to WP2, page 4

WP1
from page one

The Community News
community-news.com

http://
https://www.community-news.com/stories/district-names-2021-2022-circle-of-greatness-winners,5151
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NOTICE OF HEARING TO VOTE
ON TAX RATE

A tax rate of $0.538450 per $100 valuation has been proposed by the governing body of CITY OF 
WILLOW PARK.

PROPOSED TAX RATE  $0.538450 per $100

NO-NEW-REVENUE TAX RATE  $0.558828 per $100

VOTER-APPROVAL TAX RATE  $0.597921 per $100

The no-new-revenue tax rate is the tax rate for the 2022 tax year that will raise the same amount of prop-
erty tax revenue for CITY OF WILLOW PARK from the same properties in both the 2021 tax year and the 
2022 tax year.

The voter-approval rate is the highest tax rate that CITY OF WILLOW PARK may adopt without holding an 
election to seek voter approval of the rate.

The proposed tax rate is not greater than the no-new-revenue tax rate. This means that CITY OF WILLOW 
PARK is not proposing to increase property taxes for the 2022 tax year.

A PUBLIC HEARING TO VOTE ON THE PROPOSED TAX RATE WILL BE HELD ON September 13, 2022 AT 
07:00 pm AT 516 Ranch House Road, Willow Park, TX 76087.

The proposed tax rate is also not greater than the voter-approval tax rate. As a result, CITY OF WILLOW 
PARK is not required to hold an election to seek voter approval of the rate. However, you may express 
your support for or opposition to the proposed tax rate by contacting the members of the Willow Park City 
Council of CITY OF WILLOW PARK at their offices or by attending the public hearing mentioned above.

YOUR TAXES OWED UNDER ANY OF THE RATES MENTIONED ABOVE CAN BE CALCULATED AS 
FOLLOWS:

Property tax amount= (tax rate) x (taxable value of your property)/100

FOR the proposal: Lea Young  Eric Contreras
 Chawn Gilliland  Nate Crummel
AGAINST the proposal:

PRESENT and not voting: Doyle Moss, Mayor

ABSENT:  Greg Runnenbaum

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which you can easily 
access information regarding your property taxes, including information about proposed tax rates and 
scheduled public hearings of each entity that taxes your property.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is calculated to limit 
the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

The following table compares the taxes imposed on the average residence homestead by CITY OF 
WILLOW PARK last year to the taxes proposed to be imposed on the average residence homestead by 
CITY OF WILLOW PARK this year.

2021 2022 Change

Total tax rate (per $100 of value) $0.566650 $0.538450 decrease of -0.028200, 
or -4.98%

Average homestead taxable value $287,863 $296,517 increase of 8,654, or 
3.01%

Tax on average homestead $1,631.18 $1,596.60 decrease of -34.58, or 
-2.12%

Total tax levy on all properties $3,241,709 $3,214,123 decrease of -27,586, or 
-0.85%

For assistance with tax calculations, please contact the tax assessor for CITY OF WILLOW PARK at 817-
596-0077 or parkercad@parkercad.org, or visit www.texas.gov/propertytaxes for more information.

Support Services provided by 
Careity Foundation

MEET OUR
ANCER-FIGHTING
ROCK ST RS

Talha Riaz, MD Medical Oncologist/Hematologist | Aaron Laine, MD, PhD Radiation Oncologist

WWW.THECENTERTX.COM | 817.759.7000
Weatherford

FORT WORTH CENTRAL CAMPUS • FORT WORTH SOUTHWEST • ARLINGTON
WEATHERFORD • BURLESON • GRANBURY • MINERAL WELLS • STEPHENVILLE

the rest of East Parker County is 
also rapidly growing.

“We put our resources into 
where the growth is. Look around 
here, there is tremendous growth,” 
Watson said. “Absolutely, without 
fail, there has to be a fire station in 
Willow Park.”

In fact, Watson even discussed 
the potential for increasing the fire 
department staff in Willow Park 
should the annexation go through.

The reason the annexation is 
being discussed is simple. Willow 
Park is busting at the seams bud-
get-wise. All $1.9 million expected 
to be brought in from property 
taxes in the coming year’s city bud-
get is expected to go to fund the 
police department. The fire depart-
ment will take up $1.4 million of 
the expected $1.7 million income 
from sales tax.

That doesn’t leave much wiggle 
room for projects such as streets, 
parks, etc.

“That puts a tremendous strain 
and pressure on our budget,” 
Grimes said, noting the fire depart-
ment budget has grown 60% since 
2017.

If the fire department is annexed 
into ESD1 it will no longer be fund-
ed by the city, clearing up that part 
of the budget for other projects. 
For ESD1, Watson said it is a stra-
tegic move to streamline services 
throughout the county with every-
one working for the same agency.

ESD1 covers 311 square miles 
and 70,000 residents, Watson said. 
This includes Aledo, the Annettas, 
Springtown, Peaster, Poolville, 
Morningstar, Silver Creek, and 
Lajunta. They are funded by a 1.5% 
sales tax in unincorporated areas 
and an ad-valorem (property) tax 
of up to 10 cents per $100 in incor-
porated areas such as Willow Park.

Should the WPFD join ESD1, 
citizens would have to pay the 
ad-valorem tax. However, that 
would be offset by a reduction 
in their current taxes that would 
actually decrease their payments 

by about $40 per every $100,000, 
Grimes said.

“If you take $1.4 million out 
of our budget, there will be a tax 
reduction,” Grimes said.

ESD1 President Mark Jack 
issued a reminder that nothing is 
set, that the issue still has to be 
voted on by the residents of Willow 
Park and the others in ESD1. First, 
Willow Park residents will vote to 
approve or disapprove the annex-
ation, and if they approve the other 
residents of ESD1 will vote whether 
or not to accept them, Jack said.

 “The voters get to decide. It’s 
not up to ESD and it’s not up to the 
city,” Jack said. “Whatever happens 
now is completely up to the voters.”

Grimes told the crowd, “If the 
situation is status quo on Nov. 9, 
we’ll still make it work. The city will 
have a fire department.”

However, Grimes added, if the 
city were to fund the fire depart-
ment out of property taxes — which 
several citizens said they prefer to 
the annexation — the tax would be 
increased to around 80 cents per 
$100 for fire, police and debt.

“If you want to raise my taxes 
to justify it, do it,” Dale Lewis said. 
“Just say, ‘If you want a fire depart-
ment, here is what it’s going to cost 
you.”

Several of those who spoke in 
favor of increased taxes are senior 
citizens, whose property tax rate 
freezes at whatever the rate is 
when you turn 65. Grimes remind-
ed them that no one is currently 
funding the fire department from 
property taxes as it is solely funded 
by sales taxes.

 Michael Hogue raised the ques-
tion of what happens to the public 
safety building, which was built 
with bond money, stating, “We’ve 
got a big liability there, and I’d like 
to know what we’re going to do 
about it?”

Watson answered that dis-
cussions are ongoing 
concerning the building, 
which also houses the police 
department, but assured 
folks that the fire station, 
whether still there or in 
another location, is not 
leaving town.

Grimes added that the city is 
currently getting appraisals on both 
the public safety building and city 
hall, a possible choice for relocation 
of the department. If that is the 
case, then city hall would have to 
move, perhaps to an entirely new 
location or simply switch places 
with the fire department.

K.J. Hannah asked if the fire 
department’s interaction with cit-
izens - particularly young people 
- would continue.

“They provide outreach and 
training to the community. At every 
single event our Willow Park Fire 
Department is there. Even just driv-
ing through the neighborhoods, the 
children congregate and get them 
to blow their horn,” she said.

Watson responded that nothing 
would change.

“If you go to a Bearcat football 
game, you’ll probably see a fire 
truck there. Go to a Springtown 
game and you’ll see one,” he said. 
“We hit every single elementary 
school campus in ESD1.”

Former Willow Park Mayor 
Richard Neverdousky asked if the 
annexation into the ESD could 
improve the city’s ISO (insurance 
services office) rating to a 1 from 

the 2 it currently has. 
Connecting with a water 
supply from Fort Worth 
increased it from the 3 it 
previously was.

Neverdousky was 
mayor when the city 
switched from a volunteer 

fire department to paid and when 
the bond was passed for the public 
safety building.

“I have an emotional attach-
ment to our fire department, but I 
have an open mind also,” he said.

Neverdousky said if the rating 
cannot be improved, the annex-
ation would otherwise be a wash.

“It may be costly, but it’s effec-
tive,” he said of the current situation.

Watson said the fire department 
in Aledo, also a part of ESD1, went 
from a rating of 7 to a 2 following 
their annexation.

“All over the district we’ve low-
ered it where we can,” he said.

Connie Vestal of Springtown, a 
former member of that fire depart-
ment for 12 years and a resident of 
ESD1, is in favor of the annexation.

“There’s a lot of changes going 
on in Parker County right now 
and sometimes change is hard, 
but sometimes change is good,” 
she said. “You can still have your 
firefighters drive by your neighbor-
hood. They’re not going to leave 
you high and dry. They take care of 
community.”

Scott Caron, a newcomer to the 
area from Kansas City, reminded 
citizens of what can happen when 
the funds needed and the services 
required don’t meet. 

“Regionalizing your resources is 
the only answer. There’s a tipping 
point and you’re probably there 
with fire,” he said. “Don’t freak out 
and say no to this immediately.”

ESD1
from page one

Year budget and the newly proposed 
property tax rate.

At a budget workshop in June, 
Grimes revealed the preliminary 
projected revenue from property 
taxes to be $1.9 million with the 
projected sales tax revenue being 
$1.7 million. Those numbers are up 
slightly from the projected $1.849 
million in property tax revenue and 
$1.4 million in the 2021-22 budget.

The $1.9 million from property 
taxes is expected to go solely toward 
funding the police department. Of 
the $1.7 million in sales revenue, 
$1.4 million is expected to go to sup-
porting the fire department, which 
is currently the subject of a possi-
ble annexation by Parker Emergency 
Services District 1. That vote is 
scheduled for Nov. 8.

Grimes said he has made a few 
tweaks to that originally proposed 
budget, but he still hopes to have the 
2022-23 budget finalized by Labor 
Day (Sept. 5).

Grimes also recently presented 
the council with his recommenda-
tion for a lower property tax rate for 
citizens of 54 cents per $100. That’s 
a decrease of three cents from the 
current rate of 57 cents per $100.

Schneider pinned as new 
fire chief

John Schneider, who ascended to 
the role of the city’s fire chief follow-
ing the retirement of Mike Lenoir 
on Aug. 2. Schneider has been with 
the city since 2008 and was promot-
ed to assistant chief in 2016.

Among his many accomplish-
ments, Schneider is a master 
structure firefighter, a master arson 
investigator, incident commander, 
emergency medical technician and 
more.

“I’m excited for the challenge. It’s 
an honor, for sure,” Schneider said. 

Schneider and his wife, 
Stephanie, have two children and he 
enjoys fly fishing in his spare time.

WP2
from page three

Read this 
story online

RICK MAUCH/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

LEFT: Willow Park Mayor Doyle Moss | RIGHT: ESD No. 1 Fire Chief Steve 
Watson
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Making new memories while 
celebrating precious pasts. 
That’s the Mirabella Way.
Mirabella Assisted Living & Memory Care has become synonymous 
with exceptional residential alternatives for seniors. Not only does 
Mirabella meet the needs of their residents, they exceed them with 
chef-prepared meals, adaptive care plans and active lifestyle activities.

Our caring team members get to know our residents and their loved 
ones on a personal level, so not only will your needs be met, you’ll feel 
like family.

(817) 763-0088
4242 Bryant Irvin Rd., Benbrook, TX 76109

MirabellaLife.com

AL 148732  MC 104318

We're here for you 
every step of the way. 

Call us now to schedule a tour!

First Day of School II

The Community News captured photos of  
several Aledo Middle School students  

waiting for the doors to open for the first time.
Photos by Randy Keck

Asher Moore and Mason Coffman

Gunnison Dollar, Luke Mason, and Landon Watson

Cassandra Dobles

William Wenszell

Braedyn, Toryn, and Jaxon Cox Lillie Gideon, Kate Morris, and Reece Knight

Alyson Collazo, Alizzon Rodriguez, and Bella Mertz

Lilly Stoker

https://www.community-news.com/stories/first-day-of-school-ii,5224
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SUBSCRIBE
Mail subscriptions are $29 per year in 
Parker and Tarrant Counties; $37 per 
year elsewhere. Subscribe at  
www.community-news.com/sub-
scribe. Receive our e-version, print 
version, or both all for the same price.

SUBMIT STORIES,  
PHOTOS OR IDEAS

We’re always on the lookout for story 
ideas. To share one, call Randy Keck 
at 817-441-7661, ext. 207 or email 
news@community-news.com. Please 
provide the basic story information 
as well as contact information in 
case we have questions.

We welcome letters, articles and 
guest opinions from our readers. 
Opinions expressed in this newspa-
per will be labeled as opinions, edito-
rials or letters, and do not necessar-
ily reflect the opinions of the owner-
ship. Letters should be signed, and 
limited to approximately 300 words. 
All submissions to the newspaper 

should include a telephone number 
in case we have questions. Letters 
are due by Monday at noon for that 
week’s paper. Community announce-
ments, achievements and obituaries 
are due by noon Friday for the follow-
ing week’s paper. Send submissions 
to news@community-news.com.

Photos submitted should include 
names of the people in the pho-
tograph. For ease in submitting 
photographs electronically, visit our 
contact form at community-news.
com/contacts.

The Community News does not charge 
for timely wedding, engagement and 
birth announcements provided they 
are of reasonable length. Lengthy 
announcements will either be edited to 
a reasonable length or, at the discretion 
of the person submitting the announce-
ment, be charged a fee. The deadline 
for submitting announcements is noon 
Friday for the following week’s paper.

News
Rick Mauch

Photography 
Christopher Amos  
Kristin Morales

As Texas gets at least a temporary reprieve 
this week from the heat, with a nice round 
of rain blanketing much of the state, the Old 
Farmer’s Almanac is predicting January will 
bring significant snowfall to the state.

The periodical, founded in 1818,   develops 
its extended forecast “using a 204-year-old 
mathematical formula focused on sunspot activ-
ity, planet positions and tidal actions of the 
moon.”  The almanac’s website claims its fore-
casts are 80% to 85% accurate.

Since the secret formula was first developed 
by David Young, an astronomer and mathema-
tician who was the almanac’s first editor, only 
seven people have been hired to develop the 
weather predictions. 

A meteorologist for the National Weather 
Service interviewed by the Austin American-
Statesman casts a skeptical eye on the almanac’s 
methods and predictions.

“There is little to no scientific evidence that 
sunspot activity and the position of planets have 
any impact on our weather and our climate,” 
Keith White said. “A lot of the statements they 
use in terms of what they expect over the course 
of a season are very broad and can be applied 
kind of subjectively by people.”

Neither the Almanac nor the weather service 
are predicting another Winter Storm Uri, which 
resulted in the deaths of at least 246 people in 
Texas in February 2021.

New CEO hired for ERCOT
The  Electric Reliability Council of Texas, 

which drew scathing criticism for the massive 
power blackouts during Uri, has a new chief 
executive officer. The hiring of Pablo Vegas was 
approved by the Public Utility Commission, 
which oversees ERCOT.

Vegas currently serves as executive vice 
president of NiSource and group president, 
NiSource Utilities. He succeeds interim CEO 
Brad Jones on Oct. 1.

After Uri, most of ERCOT’s board resigned 
and its CEO was terminated. A number of 
reforms and protective measures have been 
implemented since Uri, though critics question 
whether the grid can withstand another storm 
of Uri’s magnitude.

TEA releases 2022  
accountability ratings

The Texas Education Agency last week 
released the first A-F school accountability rat-
ings for the first time since 2019, due to two 
years of the COVID-19 pandemic. The results 
show some improvement in grades, with 396 
districts, or 33.1%, receiving an A rating. That 
was up from 301 getting the top grade in 2019. 

Conversely, 16 districts got a failing grade, 
up from 14 in 2019. Among individual campus-
es, 2,356, or 27.9%, received the top grade, up 
from 1,750 in 2019. The number of campuses 
that received an F totaled 188, less than half 
the 402 schools that failed the accountability 
ratings in 2019. The ratings are based on three 
domains: student achievement, school progress, 
and closing the gaps.

Visit  TXschools.gov  to find grades for all 
campuses and districts. Users can search for 
schools using an address and compare schools 
as well.

Norris films PSAs for  
IWatchTexas program

Chuck Norris, the actor best known for 
“Walker, Texas Ranger,” has filmed a pub-
lic service announcement to publicize 
the  IWatchTexas community reporting system. 
The partnership between communities and law 
enforcement is designed to make it easier for 
the public to report suspicious activity, from 
school safety-related threats to criminal acts or 
terrorism. 

IWatchTexas is not designed to report emer-
gencies, which should still be reported by calling 
911. It is one of several initiatives taken after the 
Uvalde school shooting in May, which killed 19 
students and two teachers. 

In the PSA, Norris concludes by saying, 
“Whether it’s criminal acts, terror threats, or 
someone wanting to harm children, if  you see 
something, say something, and help keep com-
munities in the great state of Texas safe.”

Job surge continues in Texas
For the ninth consecutive month, Texas set 

new nonfarm employment records, with 13.513 
million Texans at work.

The state has added 736,700 jobs since 
July 2021, according to the Texas Workforce 
Commission. The jobless rate is now at 4.0%, 
its lowest reading since February 2020 — just 
before the pandemic shuttered businesses 
across the state.

“The decrease in the unemployment rate 
and growth in jobs is a testament to our inno-
vative and resilient Texas employers,” said TWC 
Commissioner Aaron Demerson. 

The most growth was in education and 
health services, which gained 14,300 jobs over 
the month. The lowest jobless rates in met-
ropolitan statistical areas were recorded in 
Amarillo and Austin-Round Rock, both at 3.1%. 
The highest rate among MSAs at 8% was in 
McAllen-Edinburg-Mission.

Anti-drunk driving campaign 
underway

With school underway and the Labor Day 
holiday approaching, the Texas Department of 
Transportation has launched its Drive Sober No 
Regrets campaign, with stepped-up law enforce-
ment efforts to arrest drunk drivers.

The state saw more than 25,000 DUI-
alcohol related traffic crashes last year, resulting 
in 1,100 fatalities and 2,560 serious injuries, 
according to TxDOT.

COVID-19 cases,  
hospitalizations drop

The number of COVID-19 cases during the 
past week in Texas dropped to 59,059, accord-
ing to the Coronavirus Resource Center at Johns 
Hopkins University, a drop of 18.7%. The num-
ber of deaths reported stood at 223, up slightly 
from the previous week. The Texas Department 
of State Health Services reported 3,018 lab-con-
firmed COVID-19 hospitalizations as of Sunday, 
nearly even with last week’s count.
Gary Borders is a veteran award-winning Texas 
journalist. He published a number of communi-
ty newspapers in Texas during a 30-year span, 
including in Longview, Fort Stockton, Nacogdoches 
and Cedar Park. Email: gborders@texaspress.com.

Capital Highlights

Farmer’s Almanac 
predicting a white winter

Gary Borders
gborders@texaspress.com

This is the third column I have written 
about the food crisis that exists for many 
of our fellow citizens. There is an old 
adage that says people need to hear some-
thing three times for it to be remembered. 
Whether the adage is correct or not, there 
are many facing food shortages for a vari-
ety of reasons, which is a sad fact. Please 
know this, please don’t forget it, and act to 
help if you can.

The July 2022 United States 
Department of Agriculture report says that 
a family of four consisting of two adults 
and two children ages 6-10 on a “moderate” 
budget needs to spend $15,312 a year on 
food. That is $42 per day; $294 per week; 
$1,273 per month.

  Add teenagers and bigger families 
and $20,000-plus per year is a reality. 
If the household income is $50-
60,000 a year, minimum food 
costs amount to more than 25% 
of the income. These numbers do 
not include the costs of eating out. 
Add rent, utilities, auto expens-
es, clothing, dentist, and doctor 
checkups, and many families sim-
ply do not have enough to buy the 
food needed. They are food insecure. You 
can search many websites that discuss this 
issue, including Feeding America at www.
feedingamerica.org.  

 Food banks continue to be stressed as 
demand has grown. I saw a food distribu-
tion announced on a news broadcast, then 
covered the day of the distribution, and 
there were long lines of cars waiting to get 
food. Many of these folks had never had to 
accept food donations.

If you want to help, you can donate 
money by going to websites. The Center 
of Hope, 1318 Clear Lake Road in 
Weatherford (www.centerofhopetx.com) is 
one place you can give. You can also take 
groceries directly to them. I have sent 
money to them, but I like the cathartic 
experience of hand-carrying groceries I 
bought. As a Christian, I feel most blessed 
by going there myself, but any way you can 
donate is ok. But whatever your religious 
affiliation, or if you have none, you will feel 
good about doing it.

Center of Hope also has the Hope Chest 
Thrift Store. It is a very upscale resale 
shop. You can donate clothes and many 
other items that they can sell. You will 
need to go there to donate items which is 
another great experience.You can also help 
them by shopping at the store. There is 
really nice merchandise for sale there. The 
Hope Chest has been named the number 
one thrift store in Parker County.

The recently opened Tarrant Food Bank 
at 112 Winner’s Circle in Weatherford 
(www.tafb.org) is another place you can 
help. You can go to their website and 
donate. They are distributing food to many 

Texas counties.
Both of these organizations do 

more than provide food. There 
are budgeting classes and other 
training to help people get out of 
poverty and seek a better life.   

I know we are all bombarded 
with requests from many worthy 
organizations, but hopefully you 

can give a little to these local organizations. 
And maybe when you are at the grocery 
store, you can add a few items for one of 
these worthy organizations. Then look up 
their address and take the food there your-
self. You will experience first hand how 
much it is needed and appreciated. You 
do this once and you will not forget it but 
going back three or more times will make 
double (or triple) sure you won’t forget 
them.

Food crisis exists for many
Thistles & Roses

Richard Henderson
richard@rahenderson.com

Read this 
story online

QUOTABLE

Kindness is the language which the deaf 
can hear and the blind can see.

Mark Twain

https://www.community-news.com/stories/farmers-almanac-predicting-a-white-winter,5138
https://www.community-news.com/stories/food-crisis-exists-for-many,5147
https://www.community-news.com/stories/this-weeks-cartoon,5148
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More events can be found at www.community-news.com/calendar

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 2

James and the Giant 
Peach
Theatre Off the Square 
will present Roald Dahl’s 
“James and the Giant 
Peach” on weekends Sept. 
2-17 at 114 N. Denton in 
Weatherford.

Friday and Saturday per-
formances are at 8 p.m. 
Sunday performances are 
at 2 p.m.

When James is sent by 
his conniving aunts to 
chop down their old fruit 
tree, he discovers a magic 
potion that results in a 
tremendous peach…and 
launches a journey of 
enormous proportions. 
Suddenly, James finds 
himself in the center of 
the gigantic peach, among 
human-sized insects with 
equally oversized person-
alities, but after it falls 
from the tree and rolls 
into the ocean, the group 
faces hunger, sharks, and 
plenty of disagreements. 
Thanks to James’ quick wit 
and creative thinking, the 
residents learn to live and 
work together as a family. 
The dangerous voyage is 
a success, but the adven-
ture takes a whole new 
twist once they land on 
the Empire State Building. 
The cast and crew are from 
Aledo, Azle, Benbrook, Fort 
Worth, Granbury, Mineral 
Wells, and Weatherford, 
and includes:

•	 Director: Seth Hunter 
Williams

•	 Assistant Directors -  
Jesse James and Jenny 
Ingle

•	 Music Directors - Brad 
Justice and Shannon 
Moore

•	 Stage Managers - Lohi 
Ejere and Austin Smith

•	 Ladahlord - Shannon 
Moore

•	 James - Blaire Stanfield

•	 Spiker - Kadence Dye

•	 Sponge - Sally Stanfield

•	 Grasshopper - Brad 

Justice

•	 Centipede - Cameron 
Cutshall

•	 Earthworm - Thomas 
Collins

•	 Spider - Jennifer Brown

•	 Ladybug - Jaclyn Justice

•	 Ensemble - Lisle Justice, 
Cavin Dye, Alicia Duran, 
Amanda Livengood, 
Lucas Steele, Emily 
Farmer.

Tickets are $20 for all 
ages and all days, includ-
ing matinees. To purchase 
tickets and choose seats, 
visit https://buy.tickets-
tothecity.com/purchase.
php?event_id=10309.

Masks are optional.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 3

Clark Gardens Model 
Train Show
All aboard! Clark Gardens 
Botanical Park’s fall open-
ing will be celebrated with 
its annual model train show 
on Saturday and Sunday, 
Sept. 3-4.

Saturday hours are 8 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. and Sunday hours 
are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
Clark Gardens, 567 Maddux 
Road in Weatherford.

There will be fun for the 
whole family. Inside the 
East Tent the North Texas 
Garden Railroad Club as 
well as the North Texas 
T-Trak Modular Railroad 
Club will display loads of 
track with different loops 
and auto switching dis-

plays. A crowd favorite, 
Choo Choo Express will 
be back offering trackless 
train rides through the gar-
dens, and Bryton & Co. DIY 
Studio will be face painting 
on both days.

Waller Lane will serve lunch 
and Parker County Shaved 
Ice Company will have cool 
treats to follow.

Admission prices are $9 
for adults, $7 for seniors 
(65 and older), and $5 for 
kids (4-12). Children 3 and 
younger are admitted for 
free. Clark Gardens mem-
bers receive free admission 
by showing their member-
ship card. No free passes 
or reciprocal memberships 
will be honored at this 
event.

Being raised by a father 
that worked as a train 
engineer, this event holds a 
special place in the heart of 
garden founder Max Clark. 
Clark’s passion for trains 
lead to Clark Gardens’ very 
own G-Scale train station 
- The Clark Station. One of 
his favorite things about 
the Clark Station is the city 
diorama of Weatherford 
and Minerals Wells.

When Mr. Clark was asked 
what he enjoys most 
about the Train Show 
he explained it was “the 
delight that the public gets 
out of it.”.

 He added that “seeing the 
happiness” is worth hosting 
the show each year. Clark 
Gardens will open up for 

the fall season on Sept. 
2 and is open daily, along 
with The Clark Station, 
through Nov. 27.

For more information, visit 
www.clarkgardens.org, call 
940-682-4856, or email 
events@clarkgardens.com.

WEDNESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 7

Brain-Healthy Cooking 
Demonstration
The Alzheimer’s 
Association and Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension 
of Parker County will host 
a special brain-healthy 
cooking demonstration and 
presentation from 1:30 to 
3 p.m. on Wednesday, Sept. 
7, at the Parker County 
Agricultural Service Center, 
604 N. Main Street in 
Weatherford.

Advancements in research 

show that lifestyle factors 
including diet, exercise, 
cognitive activity, and 
social engagement affect 
our risk of developing 
Alzheimer’s and dementia. 
It’s never too late to make 
healthy choices for your 
brain and body so come 
learn how you can practice 
healthy living for your brain 
and body.

To RSVP, visit https://bit.
ly/3cfCf6t

SATURDAY,  
SEPTEMBER 17

Walk to End Alzheimer’s
The annual Walk to End 
Alzheimer’s will begin at 
9:30 a.m. on Saturday, 
Sept. 17, at the Heritage 
Park Amphitheater, 378 
Jack Borden Way in 
Weatherford.

All funds raised through 

Walk to End Alzheimer’s 
further the care, support 
and research efforts of the 
Alzheimer’s Association. 
The Alzheimer’s 
Association is a nonprofit 
501(c)3 organization. All 
donations are tax-deduct-
ible as allowed by law.

The walk route is 3.1 miles 
(5k). Walkers can partic-
ipate individually or as a 
team to raise funds.

To register, visit https://
act.alz.org/site/
TR?sid=23932&type=fr_
informational&pg=informa-
tional&fr_id=15910.

For more information, call 
Jennifer Reinhardt at 817-
500-9720 or email weath-
erfordwalk@alz.org.

Send event information 
to events@ 
community-news.com

(817) 835-5000
www.ftwccu.org

Open to those who live, work, or 
attend school in Tarrant, Denton, 

Parker, and Johnson Counties.

Visit us today at
1911 S. Main St. 

Weatherford’s #1 Family Credit Union 

For more information, call 817-441-7661 
or visit www.community-news.com.

ALEDO

Aledo City Hall
200 Old Annetta Road

Aledo Shell
401 S FM 1187

Bearcat Valero
421 N FM 1187

Bobby J. Rigues  
State Farm

411 N FM 1187

The Community News
1015 Champions Drive

CVS
150 Bailey Ranch Road

East Parker County Library
201 N FM 1187

Interbank
200 N FM 1187

HUDSON OAKS

Hudson Oaks City Hall
210 Hudson Oaks Drive

McDonalds
2980 Fort Worth Hwy.

 

WILLOW PARK

Brookshire’s
5118 E I-20 Service Road S

Cowtown RV Park
7000 I-20 Frontage Road

East Parker County  
Chamber of Commerce

100 Chuck Wagon Trail

Gateway Shell
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Los Vaqueros West 
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Lynch Legacy Group
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McDonalds
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Plains Capital Bank
100 Crown Pointe Blvd., Suite 1020

Tax Assessors Office
5189 E I-20 Service Road

Tiger Mart Exxon
102 E I-20

Willow Park City Hall
516 Ranch House Road

WEATHERFORD

Fort Worth Community Credit 
Union

1911 S Main Street

Plains Capital Bank
1001 Santa Fe Drive

Weatherford Chamber  
of Commerce

401 Fort Worth Hwy.

Weatherford College,  
Doss Student Center
225 College Park Drive

An Information Guide

• Aledo • The Annettas • Brock 

• Hudson Oaks • Millsap 

• Peaster • Poolville 

• Springtown • Weatherford 

• Willow Park
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Your Parker County 2022 

at these locations:

Matt Morris
817-529-5325 

matt@gusbates.com

Proud to 
Support the Aledo 

Bearcats

Securities offered through Kestra Investment Services, LLC (Kestra IS), member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through Kestra 
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817-732-4419
www.sarahmorrisdds.comEMPLOYEE BENEFITS, PROPERTY & CASUALTY, 

RETIREMENT PLAN SERVICES
FAMILY DENTISTRY WHERE HONESTY & INTEGRITY MATTER!

State of the Art Sterilization Room
Invisalign and Zoom! Whitening

Massage Chairs and HDTV
Water Purification System

2551 River Park Dr. Suite 201 · Fort Worth, TX 76116

https://www.community-news.com/calendar/
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TACLA67709Ewww.jwmechanicalsystems.com

4 COMMON 
REASONS FOR 
HVAC FAILURE

IS YOUR SYSTEM 
READY THIS SEASON?

CALL 682-999-6062 
TODAY!

Heating and
Air Conditioning 

Maintenance Plans & 
Financing Options Available

Veteran Owned & Family Operated
Aledo Graduate - Class of ‘96

Debris Around the Unit
Heatpumps require approximately 18-24” of 
breathing room.

Improper Installation
This can reduce effi ciency by 30%.

Lack of Maintenance
Regular maintenance can increase a 
system’s life 5-6 years.

Improper Sizing
This causes strain on a 
system’s equipment, 
which will decrease 
the life of 
the unit.

CLEAR FORK MATERIALS

800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD
ALEDO, TEXAS

HOURS: M-F 8-5 •SAT 8-2 WWW.CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM

“Are you growing with us?”
Residential & Commercial

817-441-7777

• Topsoils & Custom 
Soil Blends

• Compost & Mulches
• Rock & Sand Products

Serving North Texas 
since l986

Pick up or Delivery Available

HIGH SPEED INTERNET
SPEEDING IS ENCOURAGED 
CALL CIRRA NETWORKS TODAY

(817) 259-1100  |  www.cirranet.net

Life insurance 
from a real-life 
person.

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL

Get life insurance that comes 
with someone local (me).  
I’m here to help you protect 
your family’s financial future. 
LET’S TALK TODAY.

1708148

Bobby J Rigues, Agent
411 FM 1187 N
Aledo, TX  76008

Bus: 817-441-9966
bobby@bobbyrigues.com

Jim Martin - REALTOR®

5189 E. I-20 Service Rd N 
Suite 106
Willow Park, TX 76087
Office:  817.441.2255
Cell:  817.538.6846
Jim@MartinLandSales.com

RailheadRealty.com TX BROKER®

Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry
Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C. and Michael Ball, D.D.S., P.L.L.C.

Diplomate of American Board of Pediatric Dentistry
Fellow of American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101
Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087

Ofc:817-441-2425 • Fax: 817-441-2491
www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com

 NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED 2022-2023 
FISCAL YEAR BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF WILLOW PARK

The City of Willow Park City Council will hold a public hearing on the 
proposed 2022-2023 fiscal year budget at a City Council meeting at 
7:00 p.m. on September 13, 2022, in the Willow Park City Hall, Council 
Chambers, 516 Ranch House Road, Willow Park, Texas.

This budget will raise more total property taxes than last year’s budget 
by $50,431 or 3.24% and of that amount $50,431 is tax revenue from 
new property added to the tax roll this year. The public is encouraged 
to review the City’s proposed budget on the City of Willow Park website 
at www.willowpark.org or view a paper copy of the budget in the City 
Secretary’s office.

The public may comment by providing written comments either through 
the mail at the following address: 516 Ranch House Road, Willow 
Park, Texas 76087, or by email at cdozier@willowpark.org. Any written 
comments received by the City on or prior to 6:00 p.m. on the day of 
the public hearing will be included with information provided to the City 
Council for their consideration.

Members of the public are encouraged to provide input through any 
means available and/or to participate in the public hearing in person.

Crystal Dozier
City Secretary
City of Willow Park

Looking for the Top Dog?

Parker County’s only locally-owned newspaper

It’s a local call •click • e-mail!
817-441-7661 • www.community-news.com

FOOTBALL

Rivalry Renewed: Bearcats face Stephenville in scrimmage
Gillespie makes  
homecoming
By Nolan Ruth
The Community News

The last time the Aledo Bearcats 
football team met the Stephenville 
Yellow Jackets in a varsity setting, 
it was 2013 and Aledo defeated its 
long-time rival 56-14 at Bearcat 
Stadium on their way to a fifth state 
title, and a season in which they 
scored 1,023 points.

In the past nine years, the former 
arch-rivals have consistently been 
among the best teams in the state in 
their respective classifications with-
out ever facing each other. However, 
on Thursday, Aug. 18 at Memorial 
Stadium in Stephenville, the two 
faced off for a preseason scrimmage 
that had many remembering the 
rivalry that once was.

“I have a lot of memories on this 
field right here,” head coach Tim 
Buchanan said behind a laugh. “It 
was fun. Both programs have a lot of 
respect for each other, both coach-
ing staffs have a lot of respect for 
each other, and this was probably 
the best scrimmage I have ever been 
a part of.”

The scrimmage started off with 
practice-style possessions with 
coaches and substitutions standing 
ten yards behind the line of scrim-
mage during plays.

Aledo had the ball first and 
immediately went on a drive that 
ended with a Hauss Hejny touch-
down pass to Zach Reynolds on 

fourth and goal from the 14 yard 
line. On the very next play, Hejny hit 
Kaydon Finley for a 75 yard touch-
down pass.

Despite the success of his offense, 
four false start penalties hindered 
Aledo during their drives.

“We had some mental mistakes 
that are uncharacteristic of us,” 
Buchanan said. “We’ve got to work 
on our discipline. That’s the bottom 
line tonight. We have got to be more 
disciplined.”

The defense did its job all night, 
keeping Stephenville out of the 
end zone during the practice-style 
portion of the scrimmage. Junior 
cornerback Chris Johnson came up 
with an interception early in the 
Yellow Jacket drive, while Davhon 
Keys and Jake Gillespie locked down 
the run on the strong side.

Gillespie made a return to his 
former home where his father, 
Joseph Gillespie, current defensive 
coordinator at TCU, led the Jackets 
to a state title in 2012.

“It was nostalgic,” Gillespie 
exclaimed. “It was fun playing 
against all my old buddies. It was 
good to see them again, but I can’t 
hold anything back. It was weird to 
see all of them playing against me. I 
thought years ago I would be play-
ing with them but I wouldn’t want 
to be anywhere else than Aledo.”

After the practice-style period 
ended, the teams played two live 
12-minute halves with a running 
clock. For Aledo, it was the first true NOLAN RUTH/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Ryan Cox runs through the Stephenville defense. Turn to BEARCATS, page 11

https://www.community-news.com/stories/rivalry-renewed-bearcats-face-stephenville-in-scrimmage,5126
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www.metalmar ts.com

817-599-4186 • Fax: 817-599-3326
2100 Burton Street • Weatherford, Texas 76087

GOING GREEN with COOL ROOFING

�
�

ENERGY EFFICIENT 
& LOOKS GREAT!

WIND & FIRE RESISTANT

STEEL BUILDINGS
AVAILABLE IN

MULTIPLE SIZES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 25 years!

MMMetal Mart
THE TRUSTED SOURCE FOR ALL YOUR

METAL BUILDING COMPONENT NEEDS!
� RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL STEEL ROOFING
� CUSTOM TRIM AND FLASHING � PURLIN & TUBING
� EASY BOLT PRE-FABRICATED STEEL BUILDINGS
� MINI STORAGE SYSTEMS � POWER TOOLS
� VENTS & SKYLIGHTS � HARDWARE & ACCESSORIES
� SYNTHETIC UNDERLAYMENT � INSULATION
� SEALANTS & CLOSURES � CARPORT PACKAGES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 28 years!

ALEDO

Bearcat Valero
421 N FM 1187

East Parker County Library
201 N FM ll87

CVS
150 Bailey Ranch Road

Shell - Aledo
401 S FM ll87

Shell - Midway Foods
100 S FM 1187

The  Community  News
1015 Champions Drive

Aledo  Donuts
701 FM 1187

WILLOW PARK

Brookshire’s
5118 E I-20 Service Road S

East Parker County  
Chamber of Commerce
100 Chuckwagon Trail

Exxon – Tiger Mart
102 E I-20

Shell – Gateway # 3
5111 E I-20 N.

Willow Park Ace Hardware
4957  I-20 Service Road N

WEATHERFORD

Weatherford Chamber
401 Fort Worth Hwy.

Get your copy of  
The Community News  

at any one of these  
locations:

community-news.com
1015 Champions Dr. • Aledo • 817-441-7661

The CommuniTy news

621 NORTH FM 1187 ALEDO, TX 76008
PHONE: 441-2702 FAX: 817-441-2708

COVID-19 VACCINES NOW  
AVAILABLE • COVID-19 ANTIBODY  

AND ANTIGEN TESTS $75  
CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

OTHER VACCINES:
INFLUENZA • PNEUMOCOCCAL

SHINGLES • HEPATITIS A&B
TETANUS

Gift Store  
Now Open

ALEDO,  DFW,  MIDLAND,

AMARILLO,  &  AUST IN

$630,000

I-20 ANIMAL HOSPITAL
817-341-3331817-341-3331

3713 Fort Worth Hwy  Between Exits 415 and 414 
Hudson Oaks, TX  76087

www.I-20animalhospital.com

OPEN 24 HOURSOPEN 24 HOURS
DAILYDAILY

GENERAL PET WELLNESS 
HEALTH CARE
• INTERNAL MEDICINE
• SURGERY 

General and Advanced
• RADIOLOGY 

Digital including dental
• LASER THERAPY
• Computed Tomography 
              (CT scan)-NEW!                         

• EMERGENCY & CRITICAL 
CARE

• COMPLETE IN-HOUSE 
LABORATORY

• DENTAL CARE 
General and Advanced

• ULTRASONOGRAPHY
• ONCOLOGY
• ENDOSCOPY 

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

MyserOrtho.com  •  817-441-8700  •  Aledo & Willow Park

913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747

Our newest additional location
Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

James R. Plowman - jamesplowman@gpfcnet.com

Misty Engel – mistyengel@gpfcnet.com

Norma Plowman – normaplowman@gpfcnet.com

913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747

Our newest additional location
Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

James R. Plowman - jamesplowman@gpfcnet.com

Misty Engel – mistyengel@gpfcnet.com

Norma Plowman – normaplowman@gpfcnet.com

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747

Our newest additional location
Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

James R. Plowman - jamesplowman@gpfcnet.com

Misty Engel – mistyengel@gpfcnet.com

Norma Plowman – normaplowman@gpfcnet.com

Our newest additional location Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel
4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

VOLLEYBALL

Ladycats break even at Northwest
By Nolan Ruth
The Community News

The second of three pre-district 
volleyball tournaments took place 
from Thursday, Aug. 18 to Saturday, 
Aug. 20 at the three high schools in 
Northwest ISD. The Aledo Ladycats 
(13-6) went in with a three game 
winning streak going back to the 
previous tournament in Mansfield.

Aledo went 4-4 in the tourna-
ment, winning two of three on day 
one, dropping both games on day 
two, and winning two of three on 
the final day. The Ladycats will con-
tinue non-district play on Tuesday, 
Aug. 23 at home against Arlington 
Lamar.

Things did not start off well for 
Aledo in the tournament as they fell 
to Keller High School for the second 
time in the young season in straight 
sets, 25-20 and 25-15.

However Aledo bounced back 
with consecutive wins over Hebron 
and Denton Braswell. After falling 
in the first set to Hebron 23-25, the 
Ladycats took the next two 25-15 
and 25-16 to take the match.

Against Braswell, Aledo once 
again dropped the first set 20-25 
and yet again came back in domi-
nating fashion, winning the second 
set 25-9. Braswell made the third set 
closer, but the Ladycats came out on 
top again 25-19.

“We came out a little flat,” head 
coach Claire Gay said after the tour-
nament. “We handled the second 
two matches, had to battle in three 
to come out and win those but we 
did it.” NOLAN RUTH/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Lauryn Mack taps the ball over the net against Rockwall.Turn to LADYCATS, page 12

https://www.community-news.com/stories/ladycats-break-even-at-northwest,5137
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Classifieds
Town of Annetta North 
Public Hearing Notice

The Town of Annetta North 
will hold a public hearing 
on Monday the 12th of 
September at 7:00 p.m. at 
Annetta Methodist Church, 
2836 FM 5, Annetta, Texas, in 
the fellowship hall on request 
for a final plat being Lot 1 of 
Haydn’s Holler a subdivision 
of 3.000 acres in the A.J. 
Hood Survey, Abstract No. 
2217, Parker County, Texas 

// Robert Schmidt, Mayor

Town of Annetta North 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 

HEARING
Notice is given that the Town 
Council of the Town of Annetta 
North will hold a public hear-
ing at 7:00 pm on Monday, 
September 12, 2022, at the 
Annetta Methodist Church, 
2836 FM 5, Annetta, Texas. 
This public hearing will be to 
receive comments about a 
variance request from Mike and 
Jennifer Patterson, owners of 
the property located at 1701 FM 
5, to allow a 51-foot setback 
for a gate/well house, instead of 
80 feet. The public is invited to 
attend and will be heard.

//Robert Schmidt, Mayor

Shop Sell
Fundraise,

OUTSTANDING 
KITCHENWARE,

RadaCutlery.com
800-311-9691

EXCEPTIONAL 
VALUE

or

TexSCAN Week of 
Aug. 21-27, 2022

ACREAGE
Own your piece of Texas TODAY! Prices start-
ing at $650/acre. Trans Pecos region. Also the 
Hill Country (Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde 
Counties - free ranging exotics), South Texas (Duval 
County - whitetail, hogs). Large acreage or small. 
30 year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 
Call toll free or email for individual prices and terms. 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

AUCTIONS
101-Acre Commercial/Industrial Property – Aug. 
30 – 3050 Hwy 16N, De Leon, TX (5 Miles North 
of Intersection – Hwy 6 & Hwy 16). ExxonMobil 
directs immediate sale. Low minimum bid: $50,000. 
1,367’ frontage on Hwy 16. FineAndCompany.com, 
312-278-0600.

Commercial/Industrial Land – Aug. 30 – Real Estate 
to be sold Absolute, Regardless of Price. ExxonMobil 
directs immediate sale: 3.7 Acres South of Marilyn St., 
Conroe, TX; 38,147 SF, 577 W. Santa Fe St., Conroe, 
TX; 5.37 Acres, Mc Farland Rd., League City, TX. 
FineAndCompany.com, 312-278-0600.

REAL ESTATE
6 acres w/9 rentals; 2 acres potential for RV park/
storage, etc.; southeast of San Antonio (87/1604), 15 
minutes from downtown San Antonio, $1,400,000. 
Bennie, 210-381-1234. 

25 Acres & New 1,200 SF Hunting Cabin Shell, 
only $239,900. Beautiful 25 to 100+ acre hunting & 
recreational tracts – perfect for wildlife spectators, 
hunters & nature enthusiasts. Prime location in Brady, 
the Heart of Texas. High-speed internet. Get a free ATV 
with purchase (limited time). Call 877- 333-7390 x31, 
RanchesAtBuckRidgeTexas.com.

GENERATORS
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE Quote. Call 
now before the next power outage: 1-855-704-8579.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

MERCHANDISE
Rada Cutlery – Fundraise, Shop or Sell. Outstanding 
kitchenware, exceptional value. 800-311-9691 
RadaCutlery.com.

WANTED
FREON WANTED: Certified buyer looking to 
buy R11, R12, and R500 and more. Call Joe at 
312-625-5322.

Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

Business Cards
Thousands of Lifelong Customers.

With the same name and number since 1973, Billy Harris Roofing is here before, during and after the Texas 
storms. Billy Harris Roofing has had the same crews since 1992 which has paved the way to 10 consecutive 

Angie’s List Super Service Awards since 2006. Billy Harris Roofing prides itself on quality... not quantity! 
Give the experts a call today and find out for yourself why thousands of life-long customers 

have put their trust in Billy Harris Roofing • 817-249-3338 • www.billyharris-roofi ng.com

817-249-3338 Same Crews Since 1992

Same Name & Number Since 1973
Previous Awards 
from 2006 to 2015

Vanity Tops                                           Tubs 
Whirlpool Tubs                         Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE
2927 Greenlee Park Trail

Weatherford, Texas 76088

  817-341-8970
Natural Granite  •  Solid Surface  •  Silestone

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
SERVICE AND REPAIR • LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

817-441-8633
• • NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS • •

817-443-9733
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR
LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

(817) 249-2028

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t

Ken Hartman, Proprietor

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry 
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

• COMPOSITION SHINGLES
• WOOD SHINGLES
• NEW ROOFS • REROOFS
• REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 • mobile (817) 996-2726

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

Insurance Claims Handled

Free 

Estim
atesJimmy Griffith, AAMS® 

Financial Advisor 

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100  
Aledo, TX 76008  
Bus. 817-441-4108 • Fax 800-656-0301 
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com 
www.edwardjones.com

Hearing
Care Center
4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702
Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre
Phone: 817.263.1971

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
CHAPPELL Holly Green, Owner 

10943 S FM 1187 Road
Fort Worth, Texas 76126

“You Jingle...We Shingle™”
817.441.6973

service@brettcoroofing.com

25 ACRES & NEW 1,200 sf 
HUNTING CABIN SHELL* 
HH  Only $239,900  HH 

Beautiful 25 to 100+ acre hunting & recreational tracts - perfect  
for wildlife spectators, hunters, & nature enthusiasts. Prime 
location in Brady, the heart of Texas. High speed internet! 
Get a FREE ATV WITH PURCHASE – limited time offer. 

(approx. $5000 value.) 

(877) 333-7390 x31 • RanchesAtBuckRidgeTexas.com
*Price is for a 1,200 sf hunting cabin shell and full length covered porch, constructed w/ concrete pad on a 25 acre parcel at Ranches at Buck 
Ridge. Depending on location/setting, additional concrete costs may apply. Special shell price available to LSLP customers only. An EHO.

5 & 6 Inch Seamless Gutters • Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial • New & Repair

ROSS GUTTERS
In Business Since 1995

Office: 817-565-4658
Talk and text 817-771-9661

FREE SPLASH BLOCKS FOR A LIMITED TIME

Megan Hendricks
Director of Operations

www.doylemoss.com
Email: megan@doylemoss.com

705 N. FM 1187
PO Box 967

Aledo, TX 76008
Tel: 817-441-9053
Fax: 817-441-7145

1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 817-504-7662817-504-7662
24-Hour Access · Immediate Move-in · Boat & RV parking - $4524-Hour Access · Immediate Move-in · Boat & RV parking - $45
Available Sizes: 10x10 ($60), 10x20 ($90), 10x30 ($135)Available Sizes: 10x10 ($60), 10x20 ($90), 10x30 ($135)

We have lots of room 
for your stuff!

1187 MINI STORAGE1187 MINI STORAGE
KIMBERLY MEYER, ABR, CRS, GRI
REALTOR®

Cell (817) 929-0347
kimberly.meyer@cbdfw.com
4500 Hartwood Dr, Fort Worth, TX 76109-1840
www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer
Global Luxury Specialist

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Operated by a subsidary 
of NRT, LLC

LOOK! CARPETS 
CLEANED

Two rooms $59.00. No hidden charges -  
35 years experience - 817-219-6437
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Churches
817-901-9455
5050 S Hwy 5

Aledo, TX

EVERYONE WELCOME
WWW.PCCOWBOYCHURCH.ORG

Sundays
Bible Study 8:30 AM
Service 10:00 AM

PARKER COUNTY COWBOY CHURCH
PCCC

16250 Old Weatherford Road
Aledo, Texas

For current Mass Times visit our website at:
www.HolyRedeemerAledo.org

For more information contact the Parish Office at 817-441-3500

The Willow Park  
Church of 

Christ
721 Ranch House Road

Sunday Worship Assembly – 10:30 am

www.thewillowparkchurchofchrist.com

YOU'RE INVITED!

SUNDAY'S AT 10:00AM 

SUNDAY

ADD YOUR CHURCH

Call 817-441-7661  
for special rates  

on the church page.

TO

 O
UR CHURCH PAGE

action all season, but Stephenville 
was in the same position the week 
before against Glen Rose.

It was an inauspicious start to the 
live portion for Aledo as a fumble on 
the first drive set up Stephenville 
on the Aledo 36 yard line. Six plays 
later, the Yellow Jackets scored on a 
touchdown pass to take a 7-0 lead.

However Aledo’s next drive 
embodied everything the team had 
been working on over the 
past two weeks. Running 
backs Ryan Cox and Caleb 
Pope led the charge in get-
ting the Bearcats to the 
Stephenville six yard line. 
Facing fourth and one, Keys 
came into the game at run-
ning back and broke to the 
outside, scoring to tie it up 
at seven.

The defense went right back to 
work, forcing a Stephenville three-

and-out. Aledo appeared to 
be on the verge of scoring 
again, but time expired and, 
despite a defensive penalty 
on the final play, the coaches 
decided to call it, ending the 
scrimmage in a 7-7 tie.

As it stands, the two 
teams plan to scrimmage 

again in 2023 at Bearcat Stadium, 
although that is subject to change 
over the next year.

BEARCATS
from page oneighte

NOLAN RUTH/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Caleb Pope evades the Stephenville defense.

NOLAN RUTH/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Christian Hillman avoids the block and rushes the Stephenville quarterback.

NOLAN RUTH/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Dahvon Keys sheds a tackle and scores.

Read this 
story online
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Don’t forget your four-legged 
family member when you travel!

• Boarding 

• Grooming 

• Heated & 
Cooled 

• Indoor & 
Outdoor Runs

• 24-Hour 
Attendant 

Ring Leaders Kennel
Aledo 817-441-8071

Newly-Upgraded boarding facilities

Office:  817-443-9747

Fax:  817-887-2271

Mobile:  254-592-8739

107 Larson Lane, Suite 300-C
Aledo, TX 76008

ChristiJamesInsurance.com
Serving all your home, auto, business and life insurance needs.

CHRISTI  JAMES
BRANCH OWNER/AGENT

cjames@twfg.com

Independent agency serving all your home,  
auto, business and life insurance needs

NO MATTER YOUR NEED, 
WE HAVE YOU COVERED
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
A FREE QUOTE!

Office:  817-443-9747
Mobile: 254-592-8739
Email: cjames@twfg.com

107 Larson Lane, Suite 300-C
Aledo, TX 76008 BRANCH OWNER

Office:  817-443-9747

Fax:  817-887-2271

Mobile:  254-592-8739

107 Larson Lane, Suite 300-C
Aledo, TX 76008

ChristiJamesInsurance.com
Serving all your home, auto, business and life insurance needs.

CHRISTI  JAMES
BRANCH OWNER/AGENT

cjames@twfg.com

103 W. Church • 817-596-8758 • 817-594-2612

Propane Sales 
and Service

On the Square  
in Weatherford 

YEARSYEARS
OF PROPANE

1958-2019

CROSS COUNTRY

Aledo opens season with success
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

Led by bronze medal perfor-
mances from Molly Garrison and 
Jack Fink, the Aledo cross country 
teams opened the season with a 
first-place finish by the Ladycats 
varsity and a second-place finish 
by the Bearcats in the Cowtown 
Challenge Saturday.

“Good day today for Aledo cross 
country at the Cowtown Challenge! 
First 5k of the year,” exclaimed coach 
Mike Pinkerton.

Garrison crossed the finish line 
in a time of 19 minutes, 47.14 sec-
onds for third place individually, one 
of four Ladycats to break the top 10. 
Elizabeth Griffin clocked a 20:46.99 
for sixth, with Sophia Brandenburg 
right behind in seventh at 21:06.82 
and Sidney Tillotson in ninth at 
21:36.74. Aubrey Connelly was 20th 
with a time of 23:56.31 and Sadie 
Williams placed 27th in 24:37.76.

Fink paced the Bearcats, posting 
a third-place time of 16:41.66. Three 
other Bearcats broke the top 15, 
with Vincent Luffey 11th at 17:35.34, 
Henry Zedler 13th at 17:56.96 and 
Dominick Barrera 15th in 18:00.24. 
Also, Sam Haught placed 32nd with 
an 18:45.55, Luke Schabel was 33rd 
in 18:45.91 and Anderson Smith’s 
18:54.20 placed him 38th.

The junior varsity boys also took 
second place, with Daniel Stephens 
winning the individual gold medal 
with a time of 19:11.69. James Price 
was fifth at 20:19.79, Bo Merrill 
was eighth at 20:32.32 and Chad 
Thomas also broke the top 10 in 
ninth place at 20:48.77. Rounding 
out the JV boys were Ian Robbins, 
33rd, 22:36.73; Caden West, 37th, 

22:47.21; Lincoln Tuin, 49th, 
23:37.16; and Christian Flores, 
50th, 23:42.37.

Three JV girls also competed, 
with Caroline Browning placing 
third in 24:27.57. Emily Lewis was 

10th with a 26:14.45 and Catie 
Weimer’s 27:52.81 had her 15th.

The next meet is Saturday, Aug. 
27 at Southlake Carroll. First race is 
at 7 a.m.

MIKE PINKERTON

The Ladycats varsity placed first at the Cowtown Challenge.

The second day looked very dif-
ferent as the team was placed into 
a three-team pool, meaning only 
two matches would be played.

The Ladycats struggled in both 
matches as they fell to Boswell and 
Prosper, both in straight sets.

“It was rough,” Gay said. “We 
couldn’t get any momentum going, 
we weren’t adjusting pretty well 
against two high level teams with 
a lot of experience. It showed our 
youth a little bit.”

The losses on day two placed 
Aledo in the bronze bracket on the 
final day. The bracket started early 
in the morning on Saturday, Aug. 
20 with a match against Rockwall. 
Much like the previous two wins 
the Ladycats secured, the first set 
resulted in a 23-25 loss. Yet again, 
Aledo took the next two sets 25-19 
and 25-21.

In the semifinal, Aledo faced 
Sachse out of Garland ISD. This 
time it was the Ladycats who took 
the first set, 25-20. However in the 
second set, Sachse took an early 
lead and never looked back, win-
ning 21-25.

The third set went back and 
forth between the two. The 
Ladycats went on a late run to take 
a 24-20 lead, but Sachse respond-
ed with a four point run that tied 
it up. Needing two points 
to win, the Ladycats got 
a point off a Sachse serve 
and responded with an 
ace to clinch the match.

In the final against 
Conroe Grand Oaks, 
Aledo took the first set but 
not without a late push 
from their opponent. 
Then Grand Oaks got aggressive 

and went on a massive run to take 
the second set to force a final set.

The final set of the tourna-
ment was much like the 
one preceding it, as Grand 
Oaks opened the set with 
authority and defeated the 
Ladycats.

“I’m proud of the 
moments that they were 
battling,” Gay said. “That’s 
exactly what they did. 
Sadly a lot of teams would 

have given up but we didn’t and 
I’m proud of them for that.”

LADYCATS
from page nine

Read this 
story online

NOLAN RUTH/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Maddie Frank bumps the ball 
against Rockwall.

https://www.community-news.com/stories/aledo-opens-season-with-success,5226
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