THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Back to School 2027

August 12, 2022




2 August 12, 2022 Back to School 2022 WWWw.community-news.com

THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Back to School 2022 Welcome to our annual Back to School

Guide! We hope you find the information
in this publication helpful as you prepare
to go back to school.

More Back to School information will be in
the Aug. 12 issue of The Community News!

This section is published by:

The Community News

1015 Champions Drive

Aledo, TX 76008

817-441-7661

www.community-news.com

Editor: Randy Keck

Director of Business Development: Loydale Schmid
Follow all local news weekly in The Community News!

Janice L. Hicks, MSSW, LCSW / \
817.441.8979 (fax) 817.441.6179 ¢ Janice@104mav.com
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Coming Up:

ERIDAY, AUGUST 12

Meet the Band

The Aledo Band Program will host
“Meet the Band” from 6-7 p.m. on
Friday, Aug. 12 at the U-Drive next to
Bearcat Stadium.

------ o toats Bring a chair and enjoy music, food,
Eﬁ* f:'"‘""f_ v fun, and band merchandise. Bands
AV Aty participating include the Bearcat
o\ ¥ Regiment, McAnally Middle School,
.. & - Aledo Middle School, and 6-12 grade
TN R \9

bands.

Food trucks will arrive at 5 p.m. The
annual Band Olympics will follow at 7:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, AUGUST13

Meet the Bearcats

The Aledo Quarterback Club
will host Meet the Bearcats
from noon to 3 p.m. on
Saturday, Aug. 13, at the
Aledo High School Indoor
Practice Facility.

Traditionally, the Bearcat
football players and coach-
es will be on hand and play-
ers will sign posters as well
as performances and sign-
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ing by AHS cheerleaders, dance team, and the Bearcat Regiment
Drumline.

Full details of plans for this year’s event were not available at
press time.
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Monbay, Aug. 15. 2022

M

MONDAY, AUGUST 15

Meet the Teachers

All Aledo Elementary Schools will host “Meet the Teacher” on
Monday, Aug. 15. Parents are requested to use the following
schedule if possible to prevent overcrowding at a particular time

A-G: 2-3 p.m.
H-N: 3:30-4:30 p.m.
O-Z: 5-6 p.m.
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Sprouts Academy West
11801 Camp Bowie West, Aledo * 817-560-4295

Sprouts Academy
132 El Chico Trail, Willow Park, TX

817-441-1773 * SproutsAcademyAledo.com

Sprouts Learning Center & Christian Preschool
5073 1-20 Service Rd N, Willow Park, TX

817-441-1906 * SproutsLearningCenter.net

roits

Nutritional Lunch & Shacks Provided o Cutting Edge Curriculum e Ages: & weeks to 12 years



https://www.community-news.com/stories/meet-the-band,4810
https://www.community-news.com/stories/meet-the-bearcats,4813
https://www.community-news.com/stories/meet-the-teachers,4814

4 August 12, 2022 Back to School 2022 Www.community-news.com

Aledo ISD transitions back to paid school lunches

During the COVID-19 pandemic, Congress
authorized spending that allowed schools to
serve free meals for all students.

That program is no longer in effect, so Aledo
ISD will transition back to a paid school meal
program.

Free and reduced price meals are available to
those who qualify.

Aledo ISD will begin distributing letters and
applications to the households of the children in
the district about eligibility benefits beginning
on Aug. 17.

Families are encouraged to complete the
Application for Free and Reduced-Price School -
Meals (also available at www.nlappscloud.com)
and return the completed online form or com-

pleted paper application to any school office. .

The application will determine a child’s eli- .
gibility for free and reduced-price meals and
may assist in the determination of eligibility for  Texas and offers an eligibility calculator at www. Patty Willhite, Director of Child Nutrition
other state or federal benefits. Only one appli-  gquareMeals.org/ProgramEligibility. at Aledo ISD, said “the dedicated staff at Aledo
cation needs to be completed per household. ISD is lookine f dt ine healthy. bal-
Schools will notify the household of the child’s Decisions regarding payment for school meals § looking torwar .0 serving healthy, ba
eligibility. The Texas Department of Agriculture are made at the national-government level, not anced meals to students in the new school year.
(TDA) administers school nutrition programs in by the school nutrition team or TDA. Turn to MEALS, page 6

WELCOME
BACK TO SCHOOL
HAVE A GOOD YEAR!

Bobby J ngues Agent

411 FM 1187 + Aledo, TX 76008 ,
817-441-9966 « www.bobbyrigues.com ot e

Taking Care of owr Member-Owners!”
& State FarmTM 817.444.3201 | tcectexas.com

Home Office, Bloomington, lllinois 61710



https://www.community-news.com/stories/aledo-isd-transitions-back-to-paid-school-lunches,4811

PlainsCapital Bank salutes all of the hard working

teachers and administrators across Aledo ISD. Your

unwavering commitment to excellence and

achievement continues to make a positive impact on m

our community and Aledo youth. We appreciate the PI a i nscapi t al
opportunity to serve you. B an k
817.840.4444

PlainsCapital.com

© 2021 PlainsCapital Bank @ Equal Housing Lender Member FDIC
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MEALS

from page four

These meals, whether paid, free, or
reduced-price, offer a good source of
nutrition for children.”

Criteria for Free and
Reduced-Price Meal
Benefits

The following criteria will be
used to determine a child’s eligibil-
ity for free or reduced-price meal
benefits:

Income Eligibility

Household income that is at or
below the income eligibility levels

For those households that qual-
ify for free or reduced-price meals
based on income, an adult in the
household must fill out free and
reduced-price meal application
and return it to the AISD Child
Nutrition Office (817-441-5142) or
their campus office (also available
online at nlappscloud.com). Those
individuals filling out the application

Back to School 2022

will need to provide the following

information:
Names of all household members

e Amount, frequency, and source of
current income for each house-
hold member

» Last4 digits of the Social Security
number of the adult household
member who signs the applica-
tion or, if the adult does not have
a social security number, check
the box for “No Social Security
number”

e Signature of an adult household
member attesting that the infor-
mation provided is correct

Categorical or Automatic
Eligibility and
Program Participant Eligibility
Householdreceiving Supplemental
Nutrition  Assistance Program
(SNAP), Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families (TANF); or Food
Distribution Program on Indian
Reservations (FDPIR)
Child’s status as a foster child,
homeless, runaway, migrant, or

displaced by a declared disaster

Child’s enrollment in Head
Start or Even Start

Aledo ISD is working with local
agencies to identify all children
who are categorically and program
eligible. Aledo ISD will notify the
households of these children that
they do not need to complete an
application. Any household that
does not receive a letter and feels
it should can contact AISD Child
Nutrition Office at 817-441-514.2.

Any household that wishes to
decline benefits should contact
AISD Child Nutrition

www.community-news.com

Determining Eligibility

Undertheprovisionsofthefreeand
reduced-price meal policy, Nutrition
Secretary, Renee Goodenough and/
or Nutrition Director, Patty Willhite,
will review applications and deter-
mine eligibility. Households or
guardians dissatisfied with the
Reviewing Official’s eligibility deter-
mination may wish to discuss the
decision with the Reviewing Official
on an informal basis. Households
wishing to make a formal appeal for
a hearing on the decision may make
a request either orally or in writ-

ing to Earl Husfeld, CFO/AISD,

Office.

Applications may
be submitted anytime
during the school year.
The information house-

story online

817-441-5111.

Unexpected Circumstances

If a household member
becomes unemployed or if the

holds provide on the
application will be used
for the purpose of determining eligibil-
ity. Applications may also be verified by
the school officials at any time during
the school year.

household size increases, the
household should contact the
school. Such changes may make the
children of the household eligible for
benefits if the household’s income
falls at or below the attached current
income eligibility guidelines.

IT'$ BPACK TO
SCHOOQL TIME.

HAVE, A GREAT YEAR!

Fibo ¢ FRIENDS

Grooming and Pet Supplies

519 Pine Street, Aledo
fidoandfriends@sbcglobal.net

Brenda Hogue, Owner

.

817.441.8881

CLEANERS

We do ct all,

We do it night!

AL

back to
school.
Have a
great year!

WILLOW PARK -« 817-596-0106 * 1-20 AT MIKUS RD.
ALEDO - 817-441-6377 « 621 EM. 1187 N.
FORT WORTH - 817-732-5171 » 5800 CAMP BOWIE
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Opportunities to Serve and Resources

Aledo ISD and Parker County have
numerous opportunities to serve the school
district and the youth and families of the
community. Find opportunities to get
involved here.

Connections Mentoring Program

The Connections Mentoring Program of
Aledo ISD helps to empower youth in our
community to make positive life choices
that enable them to maximize their poten-
tial. The mentoring program uses adult
volunteers to commit to supporting, guid-
ing, and being a friend to a young person
for a period of at least one year. By becom-
ing part of the social network of adults and
community members who care about the
youth, the mentor can help youth develop
and reach positive academic, career, and
personal goals.

For more information, email Scott Kessel
at skessel@aledoisd.org or visit aledoisd.
org/page/4142.

Aledo PTO

The Aledo PTO is a district-wide organi-
zation supporting the staff and students of
the Aledo ISD and supplementing the needs
of each school within the boundaries of the
Aledo ISD. It is made up of four executive
officers, campus representatives, committee
chairs, Aledo ISD staff, parents, grandpar-
ents, and more. Anyone who is a parent,
grandparent, protector, guardian, and/or
a person who is employed by Aledo ISD is
eligible to become a member.

For more information, visit https://ale-
dopto.membershiptoolkit.com/

Aledo Children’s AdvoCats

Aledo Children’s AdvoCats is a 501(c)
(3) non-profit organization led by women
volunteers committed to raising charitable
funds to help fulfill and aid unmet needs
of children and their families in the Aledo
area.

Established in 2002, the Aledo Children’s
AdvoCats organization has donated more
than $1,000,000 to our community. One-
hundred percent of monies raised through
fundraising are used towards charitable
efforts, such as medical, dental and vision
expenses, counseling, career and technical
education courses, living expenses, clothing
needs, and crisis intervention.

For more information, visit https://ale-
doadvocats.com/

Back to School 2022

‘\\1.

B H;:,_‘ A

Aledo ISD students in need.

Aledo Education Foundation

The Aledo ISD Education Foundation
was established by business, civic and com-
munity leaders to support the mission of
the Aledo Independent School District by
supporting innovative educational projects
and activities that are beyond traditional
funding and/or for which tax dollars can-
not be expended. Foundation funds will be
used for educational enrichment programs
such as innovative grants and programs to
enhance student achievement, to recognize
exemplary staff involvement and to foster
community support and involvement.

For more information, visit https://www.
aledoef.org/

SilverCats

The SilverCats program is designed
for community members who are 55 years
and older. The program provides members
an opportunity to learn more about the dis-
trict, free admission to all home Aledo ISD
events and the chance to become volunteers
and mentors.

Aledo ISD will host special SilverCats
events during the school year providing
members a chance to engage with staff and
students.

For more information, visit https://www.
aledoisd.org/Page/5344

Parker County Center of Hope

The Center of Hope provides short- and
long-term poverty assistance for Parker
County, Aledo, and Weatherford.

Programs include food assistance, edu-
cation and career development programs,
family empowerment programs, and
ministry.

For more information, visit https://cen-
terofhopetx.com/

Children’s Advocacy Center

The Children’s Advocacy Center of
Parker County coordinates the collaborative
efforts between Child Protective Services,
law enforcement, and prosecution, in the
investigation of child abuse cases by pro-
viding specialized forensic interviews,
therapeutic recovery services for the victim
and their families, medical evaluations, and
victim support and advocacy. They will also
provide education for schools and commu-
nities on child abuse.

For more information, visit https://www.
cacparkercounty.org/
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FILE PHOTO/THE COMMUNITY NEWS
Zoe Cooley shops at The Clothes Closet. Proceeds from the shop, run by the Aledo Children’s Advocats, go to benefit

Read this
story online



https://www.community-news.com/stories/opportunities-to-serve-and-resources,4816
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LEFT: Cafeteria and stage at McAnally Middle School | Hallway inside a grade level at McAnally

By Randy Keck

The Community News

The rapid growth in the Aledo ISD
has led to the need for ever more facilities
needed to educate increasing numbers of
students.

In 2019, Aledo ISD voters approved
issuing bonds to, among other things, reno-
vate the existing Aledo Middle School, build
a second middle school, and transition what
was McAnally Intermediate School into an
elementary school.

The bonds also financed the construc-
tion of Annetta Elementary School, which
opened last year.

Changes to campus makeups will take
effect this school year as the intermediate
school (sixth-grade campus) concept goes
away. Sixth graders will be moved to the
middle schools, which will now accommo-
date grades 6-8.

o]

TAV, Fil SR
Fa

Looking down to the cafeteria and entrance
to the athletic wing at McAnally

The chain reaction looks like this:

The former Vandagriff Elementary
School has been converted to an Early
Childhood Center (to be featured in a
future issue of The Community News.)
The former McAnally Intermediate School
becomes Vandagriff Elementary School. The
McAnally name now belongs to AISD’s sec-
ond middle school that will open next week.
And Aledo Middle School gets a makeover.

McAnally Middle School
14700 Old Weatherford Road
Fort Worth, Texas 76008

The “new kid on the block” is McAnally
Middle School. This brand-new campus
sits north of Aledo sandwiched between
Morningstar and Walsh on Old Weatherford
Road.

Joshua Jenkins will serve as the princi-
pal of the new campus.


https://www.community-news.com/stories/sneak-peek-of-mcanally-middle-school,4817
https://www.community-news.com/stories/a-look-inside-the-two-middle-schools,4819
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LEFT: Grade level pod at Aledo Middle School | Bearcat Den under construction. The temporary wall at left will be taken down when com-

plete for access to the kitchen.

The Community News got a sneak peek
of the new campus last week, and it prom-
ises to be a state-of-the-art learning facility.

The environment at the new school is
enhanced by a variety of textures and colors
on the walls and ceilings. The cafeteria fea-
tures wood planks on the ceiling and a stage
ready for school productions.

The library, as most of the rest of the
building, includes a lot of natural light.
The library has light colors enhanced by
orange decorations and some creative ceil-
ing fixtures.

Classroom seating is flexible — desks can
be arranged in traditional classroom forma-
tion or reconfigured for more collaborative
work.

Many students at the new campus will
have extraordinary views of the developing
Walsh area.

Each grade level will have its own section
of the school, and each of the three sections

Entry hallway at Aledo Middle School

is identical in terms of number and size of
classrooms and labs. The entrance to each
grade level features a mural with a historic
scene from around the school district.

Outdoor athletic facilities will be ready
for the campus to host teams this football
season, as will the indoor gym for volleyball.

Mascot-wise, McAnally will have the
same Bearcats to rally behind.

From a fine arts perspective, McAnally
has facilities for band, choir, a future orches-
tra, dramatic arts, and dance.

The practice gym will also function as a
tornado shelter for the school. The shelter,
constructed of 12-inch concrete walls, also
houses the dance team’s practice area.

Turn to PEEK, page 10

August 12, 2022
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Read this

story online
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https://www.community-news.com/stories/a-look-inside-the-two-middle-schools,4819

10 August 12, 2022 Back to School 2022 WWwWw.community-news.com

PEEK

from page nine

Aledo Middle School
416 FM 1187 S.
Aledo, Texas 76008

Aledo Middle School was once a 7-12
campus before it became strictly a middle
school upon completion of the current high
school.

The building has been added to on a
number of occasions, and in many cases
was showing its age.

It was important to the school district
that the two middle schools have as equal
facilities as possible, and the design chang-
es to the existing building make it the same
state-of-the-art facility as it's new sibling.

The design changes creatively took spac-
es in the old building and repurposed them
to create equivalent spaces in both building.

Shapes may vary, but floor space in
classrooms and labs are equivalent.

Like McAnally, Aledo Middle School McAnally Library
has three distinct areas for each grade level.

Each grade level area has collaboration The same classroom furniture will be in More outdoor lighting has been brought
space where outside-the-class learning can into the building where possible, and lines
take place. the classrooms at both schools. of sight down hallways has been improved.

TO OUR BEARCATS, EAGLES,
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classes this past school year while construc-
tion was going on, some area of the building
will not be complete when school starts.

One of those items will be the make-
over of the revered Bearcat Den, which will
retain its shape with a new face.

A temporary wall has been constructed
to separate the construction of that area
from the rest of the school.

One change in the Bearcat Den is the
removal of the old kitchen, which will
become a performance stage.

The old band hall at the school will now
house the school library on two levels.

A brand new kitchen has been con-
structed on the south side of the Bearcat
Den. Until it is complete, the Multi-Purpose
Center (MPC) will serve as the lunchroom.

Speaking of the MPC, it is now attached
to the main building, so students will not
have to leave the building to have activities
there.

A wall now stands where the stage once
was, and the area behind the wall will be the

Library at Aledo Middle School dance rehearsal area.
New locker rooms and coaches’ offices
The old practice gyms became the band Given that new construction can be have been added adjacent to the MPC. In
hall last year, though vestiges of the gyms accomplished quicker than renovations, addition, a new practice gym with the same
remain. and that Aledo Middle School was holding tornado protection has been added.

HAVE A GREAT YEAR!

+ Cultured Marble and
Granite

- Natural Granite

- Engineered Quartz/
Solid Surface

- All Natural Soap
Stone

VANITY TOPS « KITCHEN MATERIALS
TUBS « SHOWER WALLS « WHIRLPOOL TUBS
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2927 Greenlee Park Trail - Weatherford, TX
817-341-8970 * Boarding * Grooming * Training * Heated & Cooled

Indoor & Outdoor Runs * 24 Hour Attendant

Ring Leaders Kennel
Aledo - 817-441-8071

www.dalenicholsmarble.com
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Stools awaiting placement in science labs at
McAnally

Entrance to a grade level at McAnally

August 12,2022 13

Science lab at McAnally

WELCOME
BACK

BEARCATS!
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CHRISTI JAMES INSURANCE
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Auto Home Business Life

107 Larson Lane
Suite 300-C
Aledo, TX 76008

Christi James — Branch Owner
Phone: 817-443-9747

Email: cjames@twfg.com

Visit my website at ChristiJameslnsurance.com

W ELCOME
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Stroud Pediatric Dentistry

Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C. and Michael Ball, D.D.S., PL.L.C.
134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101 * Aledo/Willow Park
Ofc:817-441-2425 « Fax: 817-441-2491
www.brushflosswin.com
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Moritz Chevrolet - Chrysler - Jeep

Loop 820 & Hwy 580 (Camp Bowie West) - 817-696-2000
Moritz Kia - 8501 1-30 - 817-560-6000
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The gym floor at the MPC. The wall on the right is Dance studio at Aledo Middle School. New locker room at Aledo Middle School
where the stage once was.
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o Full Service Kitchen & Bath Remodeling

6623 Corporation Pkwy Ste #140 4824 Camp Bowie Blvd * All Flooring ¢ Custom Cabinets

Fort Worth, Texas 76126 Fort Worth, TX 76107 ° Gr':""i_te & Q_uarfz Countertops .
e Painting ¢ Lighting ¢ Home Additions

e Glass Shower Enclosures and Mirrors
www.stantonandcompany.net e 817-441-2790 » 817-731-5855 e Plumbing, Electrical, and Drywall
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Welcome Back to School! Have a great year!

First Bank «Texas

220 Palo Pinto Street ¢ 1401 Santa Fe Dr ¢ Weatherford
2880 Fort Worth Highway ¢ Hudson Oaks
ATM - 709 N. FM 1187 e Aledo (Willow Park Coming Soon)
817-596-0345 e go2fbt.com e
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