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The word “garden” brings to
mind beauty, delicacies, all things
good for humankind.

What better way to make an
impression on the community she
calls home than by creating her
own garden, Aledo High School
graduate Gabby Shultz thought.
So, as one of the top 10 honorees
in the Ford Leadership Scholars
program, that’s exactly what she
did.

“When I first became part of
this program I knew I wanted to
leave an impact on my community,
I just was not sure how. I experi-
enced several roadblocks, failures,
and barriers. From trying to build
a splash pad to trying to update
my local library I experienced sev-
eral failures. But from both of
these, I realized what I truly want
to do,” Schultz explained.

Her passion for the outdoors,
especially education outdoors,
drove her on. She met with local
government officials to discuss
how she could help with the local
master gardening program. The
result: an even more beautiful
Cross Timbers Garden for folks
to enjoy.

“Meeting individuals such as
Ms. (Cynthia) White, Ms. (Toni)
Fisher, and Ms. (Lea) Young, this
group of people has shaped me
into the person I am today in
the few short months they had
with me,” Schultz said. “From the
first meeting outside of the garden
to speaking at the Parker County
Master Garden Convention in
front of hundreds of master gar-
deners, it has been an incredible
experience.”

The garden, located at 631-
799 Ranch House Rd. in Willow
Park, was already a pleasant place
to visit, and was made even mores
o through Schultz’s project.

“Right now, due to heat, it’s
hard to see what plants are there,
but they are working on tending
extra water care to them,” Schultz
said.

Some of the more notable
plants among the many at the gar-
den are lambs ear, several types of
shrubs, Mexican honey suckle and
several other plants that attract
butterflies.

Schultz is one of two Aledo
High School students to rank in
the state’s top 10 among Ford
Leadership Scholars, presented
by the Texas Future Farmers of
America program and Texas Ford
Dealers. The other is fellow grad-
uate Dylan Sweatt, and repeated
efforts to reach him for comments

Serving Aledo - the Annettas -

Hudson Oaks - Willow Park, Texas

Changing the world one
garden at a time

Recent Aledo High School graduate Gabby Schultz (center) led a project to further beautify the Cross

Timbers Garden in Willow Park.

Read this
story online

and information for this story
were unsuccessful.

The purpose of the program is
to identify students who exhibit
high levels of leadership at the
chapter level of the FFA, engage
these students in leadership
development, and recognize the

“My family has always loved gardening. I
grew up growing plants, foods, and more so
I have always loved it.”

scholars to build a legacy in the
future of the state and the nation.

Each got a $1,000 scholarship.
Schultz will attend Texas Tech
University this fall and will major
in animal science, though she also
plans to remain in agriculture.

COURTESY PHOTO

Gabby Schultz

“I do love gardening due to
being passionate about the out-
doors and taking classes over my
high school career,” she said.

Schultz’s project will also sup-
port outdoor education in the

Turn to SCHULTZ, page 3
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Thanks to Aledo City Council action,
Aspen Loop and Taos Loop are now
correctly designated with Parker
County 9-1-1.

ALEDO

MISNOMER

Wrong street names
caught after 27 years -
Aspen Loop and Taos
Loop now official

By Rick Mauch

The Community News

It took a while - a long while - but
name corrections for a couple of streets
were made at the Aledo City Council
meeting on Thursday, July 28.

The thing is, most or all of the folks
on those streets probably had no idea
they were living on the wrong street
according to Parker County 9-1-1. Now,
however, thanks to a vote by the coun-
cil, Taos Loop and Aspen Loop have
their correct names with all involved.

Aledo City Planner Nathan
Gonzales explained that when the
roads were initially created in January
0f 1995 they were correctly named Taos
Loop and Aspen Loop. However, after
an adjusting of easements later in the
year, a platting error resulted in the
names Taos Circle and
Aspen Circle being
reported to Parker
County 9-1-1.

Gonzales noted
that 9-1-1 has to offi-
cially register what
name was given them
last. So, while the
street signs remained with Loop in
the title, as far as the 9-1-1 folks knew
they were going to streets with Circle
in the title. Ironically, no one caught it
until Sharon Hayes served as interim
city manager recently and brought it to
Gonzales’ attention.

Read this
story online

Yep, nearly three decades after the
original creation of the streets.

“It’s a classic case of whodunit,’
Gonzales said with a chuckle.

The mistake was easily fixed, how-
ever, when council agreed to officially
name the streets Taos Loop and Aspen
Loop. Now Parker County 9-1-1 can
simply make the change in their system.

As for the residents on those streets,
nothing changes.

“We don’t believe anyone is going to
have to change their driver’s license or
anything like that,” Gonzales said with
a smile.
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Texas Butane Co. promises safety, quality service to all customers

Founded in 1958, Texas Butane Co.
is a true family-run business with deep
roots in Parker County.

Co-owner Judy White — who shares
the business with her husband, Morris
— can recall riding to Austin with her
parents Mary and V.E. Kemp Jr. for her
father’s TRRC exam, which certified his
familiarity with gas and the safe delivery
of it.

Judy and Morris, who met as some of
the company’s earliest employees in 1964
and married the following year, pur-
chased the business from Judy’s mother
when her father passed.

The couple vowed, then, that Texas
Butane Co. would continue to be rec-
ognized for its same great quality and
high standards despite the change in
ownership.

“One of my sons who works here
once said, ‘It’s not a job, it’s our heri-
tage, and that’s how we all feel about it,”
Judy said. “We stick to ethical business
practices and we think our customers
recognize that”

Today, the company can store up
to 150,000 gallons and has nearly a
dozen delivery trucks. Judy and Morris
are joined in company operations by
their three sons, a daughter-in-law, two
granddaughters, and many other valued
employees.

“We have the greatest employees in
the world,” Judy said. “Everyone here is
community driven. We all think it’s a
wonderful community to be part of, and
we do everything we can to give back
to Parker County and the surrounding
areas.”

The company offers a wide range of
services, including the sale and lease of
propane tanks, as well as tank instal-
lation. They offer propane delivery to
residential homes and commercial busi-
nesses both.

Judy said propane is a multipurpose
fuel used for several reasons: warm-
ing the house, heating swimming pools,
cooking and grilling, RV travel, and
more.

“If it's propane related, we pretty
much take care of it,” Judy said.

Over the last few months, Texas
Butane Co. has seen increased interest
in tanks for generators due to the recent
winter storm.

One of the only differences in com-
pany operations, since the company’s
inception, was the shift from butane
to propane for customers benefit. The
product is more consistent and stable in
the winter’s cold weather.

Judy said the company’s point of
pride lands in their priority for safety.
The first step for all customers is a com-
plete evaluation of systems to ensure
there are no potential safety issues, such
as leaks.

“Safety will always be our number
one goal,” Judy said.

The business has been awarded
the Small Business Award from the
Weatherford Chamber of Commerce
and four consecutive Reader’s Choice
award for propane from 2017-21. It also
received the Texas Treasure Business
Award, which recognized businesses
that have been owned by the same fami-
ly for 50 years.

i
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Now in its fifth generation of family,
Texas Butane Co. has operated in Parker
County for 64 years. Judy can date her
family’s history here back to her ances-
tors who signed the petition to create
the county.

“We love Parker County;” Judy said.
“This is our home and where we want
to be”

Texas Butane is located at 103 W.
Church (on the square) in Weatherford.
For more information, call 817-596-
8758 or visit texasbutane.com.
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garden by providing educa-
tional interpretive signs that
elaborate on the plants with-
in. To add to the signs, she
is incorporating a butterfly
garden with interpretive signs
over the native butterflies in
the area. There is also a free
little library in the garden.

Schultz raised almost
$1,500 in cash, along with
many of the supplies for the
garden, through donations.
There was more than $1,300
for maintenance left over
once everything was finished.

Schultz said she got
selected to participate in
the program her junior year
through an intense appli-
cation, a test over the book
“Daring Greatly,” and then
getting chosen for a round
of six one-on-one interviews
and one team interview.

When all was said and
done, she and Sweatt were
two of only 10 students
across the state honored as
Leadership Scholars.

Schultz’s love of gardening
also comes from her upbring-
ing, she said.

“My family has always
loved gardening. 1 grew up
growing plants, foods, and
more so I have always loved
it,” she said.

“Now, to say I found my
place and project is most
definitely correct, yet that’s
not to say I didn’t struggle,”
she continued. “Several days
and hours of feeling defeated
were to come when it came
to trying to make my project
the best I could make it. Yet I
learned to push through and
could not be more thankful.”

ALEDO

City encourages smart water usage

Rate restructuring,
exceptional drought,
heat affect water bills

By Erica Haney
City of Aledo

“What’s going on with my water
bill?”

Many North Texas residents and
businesses are asking this question
now as a result of an exceptionally
hot and dry summer, and with fore-
casters saying there’s more on the
way.

The result has been record or
near-record water use in Aledo as
well as across the region.

That, combined with Aledo’s
recent water and sewer rate increase
and restructuring means many Aledo
property owners are now seeing
unusually high water bills.

The city is on standby to help as
needed. If you suspect your water
meter may have been read incorrect-
ly, call the city’s Utility Billing branch
at 817-441-7016 and request a re-read
at any time.

What this all means is that it’s
more important than ever that

customers do everything possible to
use water smartly - both to keep
their own water bills manageable,
and to reduce strain on the overall
water supply.

Outdoor water usage can account
for 50% or more of customers’ water
bills, even in a normal summer, but
especially in an exceptionally hot,
dry year.

Due to these issues, the City of
Aledo prohibits outdoor watering
between 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. to reduce
water loss to evaporation, and the
twice-a-week maximum watering
schedule following the City’s Water
Conservation Plan.

Resources:
For current water and sewer
rates, see https://www.aledotx.gov/
sites/g/files/vyhlif6511/f/uploads/
water_sewer_rates_01.15.22.pdf.
For more information on
January’s water and sewer rate
restructuring, see https://www.ale-
dotx.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif6511/f/
uploads/water_wastewater_rate_
restructuring_notice.pdf.
For Aledo’s watering
details, visit the

sched-

ule Water
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Mo watering from 10 am to Gpm; Watering by handheld hose, deip irrgation, or soaker hose is
llowed arytime, Water no maore than tasce 8 week, anly if needed. To find out holw much
witer your yard really needs, Sign up for the Weekly Watering Advice ot YWilarteAses ome.com

www aledotx.gov

fix broken sprinkler
heads and irrigation
lines on your prop-
erty, we encourage
you to contact a
plumber or irriga-
tion specialist.

Conservation page at www.ale-
dotx.gov/utility-billing/pages/
water-conservation.

For more water-saving tips, visit
www.WaterIsAwesome.com.

For a more thorough investiga-
tion of possible water leaks or to

story online

Aledo paving projects set to begin Aug. 8

E Oak, W Oak,
Walnut, Elm, and
Underwood to be

resurfaced
The City of Aledo has

Oak Street, Walnut Street,
Elm Street, W. Oak Street,
and Underwood Road.
Construction is scheduled
to begin on Aug. 8. The FEHCHE
project will be completed Read this
within 45 calendar days.

: "E': _i:rhﬂ-l:

story online

If you have any questions or con-
cerns, call Advanced Paving Company
Project Manager Trent Dagen at
972-245-0000 or the City of Aledo
Assistant Public Works Director
Kristian Sugrim at 817-441-7016.

contracted Advanced
Paving Company to per-
form maintenance work
on the following streets: E.

The city requests
patience on the part of
motorists as the local streets
are upgraded.
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Capital Highlights

DSHS gets nearly 15,000
monkeypox vaccines

Gary Borders

gborders@texaspress.com

The Texas Department of State Health
Services has received and distributed
14,780 doses of the monkey pox vaccine
to local health departments and DSHS
regional offices. Another 27,000 doses
could be made available by the Strategic
National Stockpile.

The disease causes a serious skin rash
with painful lesions and appears to be
spreading through direct contact with the
skin or saliva of an infected person. The
disease is preventable by avoiding skin
contact with someone who has the disease.

“Risks include having sex, kissing, or
hugging someone with monkeypox or
sharing cups, utensils, bedding or towels
with them,” according to DSHS.

Through July 29, a total of 5,189
monkeypox cases have been reported
nationwide, with 351 of those in Texas.
While certainly painful, monkeypox is very
rarely fatal.

Commuting times show
increase in state

When it comes to commuting to work
in Texas, two items stand out. Nearly 90
percent of Texans travel alone to work, and
it takes longer to get to where one’s going
these days.

According to census data analyzed by
the Texas Demographic Center, the num-
ber of commuters who from 2015-2020
spent up to an hour on the road getting to
work stood at 17.2%, up from 15.7% from
2010-2015.

More than 95% drove a car, truck or
van to work, while a scant 1.3% used pub-
lic transportation, excluding taxis. Folks
who walked to work totaled just 1.5% of all
Texas commuters.

‘Urban heat islands’
exacerbate summer temps

It’s been hot out there this summer, and
cities are recording record temperatures.
The Texas A&M Forest Service notes that
developed areas often experience higher
temperatures than rural areas.

“Areas in these microclimates of a high-
ly developed city, known as urban heat
islands, can be up to 20 degrees warm-
er than surrounding areas that are more
rural, according to Climate Central, a non-
profit news organization that analyzes and
reports on climate science,” according to
the news release.

Mac Martin, with the forest service,
noted planting or saving large expanses
of trees in urban areas can go a long way
toward cooling temperatures. Mature trees
can release hundreds of gallons of water
vapor daily through their leaves, cooling
the air. Shaded areas can be between 20 to
45 degrees cooler than peak temperatures

in unshaded expanses of concrete.

Five Texas courthouses

get restoration grants

The Texas Historical Commission has
announced $22.5 million in grants to five
counties to aid in preservation and resto-
ration of their historic courthouses. Four
of the counties — Hall, Kimble, Upshur,
and Wise — received construction grants
for full restoration. Comanche County
received a planning grant that will be used
to prepare for a future full restoration.

“We are thrilled to partner with these
communities on these critical historic pres-
ervation projects,” said THC Executive
Director Mark Wolfe. “Their dedication to
their historic courthouses will pay economic
and quality of life dividends for decades.”

Throughout the state, 104 counties have
received grants from the THC program,
with $350 million allotted to fund the full
restoration of 78 courthouses and smaller
grants to assist with planning and emer-
gency needs given to another 26 counties.

Despite rain, fire danger

remains high

Scattered rain in the upper Texas
Panhandle, the Upper Gulf Coast and East
Texas have lessened the fire danger some-
what in those areas, but the risk remains
high with temperatures hovering above
100 degrees. There were 14 active wildfires
as of Sunday, the largest still being the
Chalk Mountain Fire in Somervell County,
covering 6,746 acres and 53% contained,
according to the forest service.

With 224 counties now under burn
bans, officials are urging landowners to
be extra vigilant about preventing fires.
The Austin American-Statesman reported
a spate of fires in Central Texas in recent
days.

“We just want people to have a
hyper sense of awareness,” Hank Jones,
Williamson County Fire Marshal, told the
Statesman. “We are so dry just this week
alone we had a fairly large grass fire in
Jarrell caused by a truck that blew a tire
and when the rim hit the asphalt it created
a spark that had 20 to 30 acres burning.”

Cedar trees can especially cause prob-
lems in Central Texas because they drop
needles underneath that can quickly ignite.
Homeowners are urged to consider lim-
iting the use of cedar trees around their
houses.

New COVID-19 cases

drop in Texas

The number of new cases of COVID-
19 in Texas dropped in the past week to
72,653, with 154 deaths reported, about
even with the previous week, according to
the Coronavirus Resource Center at John
Hopkins University.

The number of lab-confirmed COVID-
19 hospitalizations rose slightly to 3,624
across the state, according to DSHS. The
BA.5 variant is now prevalent in Texas and
elsewhere but seems to have less serious
effects, especially for people who have been

fully vaccinated and boosted, according to
health officials.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-winning
Texas journalist. He published a number
of community newspapers in Texas during
a 30-year span, including in Longview,
Fort Stockton, Nacogdoches and Cedar Park.
Email: gborders@texaspress.com
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Town role model 1s off to colle

Emma Davis is shown with her father, JD, after she received Homecoming Queen honors on Sept. 25, 2021.

By Nolan Ruth
The Community News

Role models are an important part of life
on Earth. Most everyone has theirs for almost
every aspect of life. There are many personality
traits that one can have to make them a role
model to just one person out of the almost eight
billion on this planet.

For the past 18 years, Aledo has been graced
by the presence of one Emma Davis, who epito-
mizes the term role model to just about everyone
she meets. The 2022 graduate has been active in
the community for her entire life, and has tried
just about everything there is to do.

“From the day she was born she needed to
be doing stuff,” Emma’s mother Karen said. “She
got into everything. She absolutely loves people,
and she loves to be moving. And she really likes
to be helping people. If she sees somebody that
needs help or needs a hand, she sees it before
anyone else and she’s on it.”

Ever since her teen years started, Emma
volunteered her time toward many projects
and causes, including the Pythian Home for
children, Texas Ramp Project and she was a
Holland Lake Nursing Home helper. Just as
well, she has volunteered at the food pantry and
assembled relief buckets for hurricane victims.

“She’s just always going out of her way to
help people,” Emma’s boyfriend Cole Bohnen
said. “We’ll be at the store and she’ll go help
someone carry bags to their car, she’ll go out
of her way to hold the door open for an elderly
person, just all the small things that can make
someone’s day a lot better.”

Bohnen also spoke to how admired she is at
the school for her positive attitude and kindness
toward everyone else.

“At school there are people that others won’t
talk to,” Bohnen stated. “Emma goes out of her
way to make them feel comfortable and make
them feel welcomed.”

Emma’s positivity and involvement in extra-
curriculars such as Leading Ladies, National
Honor Society, and Fellowship of Christian
Athletes would make anybody understand why
she won homecoming queen in 2022 and was
named Miss AHS 2022.

Read this
story online

Emma relaxes with her dog, Bella.

Lord’s Acre.

However, she also shined on the pitch, as she
earned Second Team All-State honors as goal-
keeper for the Ladycats soccer team. Emma, or
“TED” (The Emma Davis), as she is referred to
on the team, had a personal-record 127 saves in
her senior season, giving her a total of 427 on
her career, which is a school record.

“She’s definitely being missed,” AHS girls
soccer coach Bryan Johnson said. “Everybody
just wanted to be around her. It helped that
she was a great communicator and she just
brought this really cool vibe. She was a positive
influence, and always happy. Her smile, just her
attitude about things, she’s a really good kid.”

“She was homecoming queen, Miss AHS and
she’s an athlete,” Bearcats soccer coach Derek
Vierling marveled. “And an athlete that could
really bridge that gap. As a goalkeeper, you have
to get down and dirty, and into the mud, so to
speak. And she bridges that gap between home-
coming queen and getting down and dirty. To
me that just encompasses her.”

In addition to her school and volunteer
activities, Emma spent the last year working at
The Community News.

“Emma has been a joy to have at the office,”
said publisher Randy Keck, “Her work ethic is
unmatched, and she always has a positive atti-
tude and a smile.”

On top of all of her kindness and athleticism,
Emma is not afraid to try her hand at any new
thing that comes her way.

“She’s very multifaceted,” Bohnen men-
tioned. “She said this year that it was her last
year of high school and she wanted to try every-
thing. She became the wrestling manager, she
still played soccer, Leading Ladies, and National
Honor Society, all the while keeping up her good
grades.”

However, despite all of that, her mother was
blown away at Christmas of 2021 when Emma

told her what she wanted.
“Her only Christmas wish was for a big box
of Bibles,” Karen recalled. “And I asked her

CHRISTOPHER AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS
Emma Davis adds art to Lance Armstrong, aka “Mario,” as a volunteer at the Aledo United Methodist Church
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Emma makes a save during an Aledo Ladycats soccer game.

what she was going to do with that. Needless to
say, we got them. She put them in the back of
her car and carried around a box of snacks and
water bottles. And if she saw a homeless per-
son or someone in need, she would give them
a Bible, a snack and a water bottle. She told
me not too long ago that she was almost out of
Bibles and I told her, ‘You tell me when you’re

almost out and I'll keep them coming.”

Emma leaves for Texas Tech University on
Friday, Aug. 12, where she will study business
and industry. Though she is leaving Aledo to
start the next chapter of her life, those around
town who were impacted by her will continue to

cherish her smile, kindness, and positivity.


https://www.community-news.com/stories/town-role-model-is-off-to-college,4807
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Achievements

Arwen Wise to attend Coast Guard Academy

Arwen Wise, 2022 grad-
uate of Aledo High School, was
offered appointments to four mili-
tary academies as she approached
graduation: the U.S. Military
Academy at West Point, the U.S.
Naval Academy, the U.S. Merchant
Marine Academy, and the United
States Coast Guard Academy.

Wise settled on the Coast Guard
Academy where she will major
in Marine and Environmental
Science. Wise also plans to play
soccer for the academy.

The Coast Guard Academy
became her first choice after spend-
ing a week at AIM, a program for
high school juniors interested in
a realistic experience at a service
academy. The Coast Guard has 12
missions they fulfill in a daily basis,
and Arwen was especially attracted
to the search and rescue mission
as she plans to attend flight school
and become a helicopter pilot.

Arwen grew up in Weatherford
and attended Aledo High School
since Kindergarten. She is a multi-
sport athlete who participated in
varsity soccer and varsity cross
country as well as being a four-
year captain of the Dallas Texans,
a highly competitive select soc-
cer team. Arwen is also heavily
involved in robotics and a Second
Lieutenant in the Phoenix Fort
Worth Squadron of the Civil Air
Patrol.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Dr. Cleveland Brown presented an
appointment to the United States
Coast Guard Academy to Arwen
Wise at the May 9 Aledo High
School Senior Awards.

Sam Houston State
names Dean’s List

Three local-area students were
named to the Sam Houston State

University Dean’s List for the
spring 2022 semester: Caroline
Garlington, Logan  Hewitt,
and Brooke Jones.

Jones was also named to the
President’s Honor Roll for achiev-
ing a perfect 4.0 GPA.

To qualify for the Dean’s List, a
student must achieve a grade point
average of 3.5 while carrying 12 or
more semester hours.

Landry Smith honored at
UT Tyler

Landry Smith of Aledo was
named to the University of Texas
at Tyler Spring President’s Honor
Roll by taking 12 or more hours
and achieving a grade of “A” in all
courses.

Alex Morales of Aledo
named to Dean’s List at
George Fox University

Alex Morales of Aledo was
among students who earned
dean’s list recognition at George
Fox University for the spring 2022
semester. Traditional undergradu-
ate students must earn a 3.5 grade
point average or above on 12 or
more hours of graded work to earn
a spot on the dean’s list. Morales is
a sophomore majoring in English.

WEATHERFORD COLLEGE

New AVP of student
services named

Weatherford College
President Tod Allen
Farmer has named Dr.
Scott Tarnowieckyi the
college’s new assistant
vice president of student
services.

Tarnowieckyi has spent
12 years at the college as
a professor of history and
eight years as chair of the
social sciences department.
In 2018 he founded the Weatherford
College Interdisciplinary Conference
and has administered the event on
an annual basis. He also founded and
organized the Kent Miller/Quinton
Reeves Lecture Series and serves as
chair of the Inclusive Access Task
Force, overseeing a project to make
textbooks more affordable for students.

“Dr. Tarnowieckyi was the
unanimous choice of the hiring
committee,” Farmer said. “Dr. ‘T’
has demonstrated his leadership
abilities through his work with the
WC Interdisciplinary Conference
and his leadership as a department
chair. Under his leadership, we will
now be able to do an even better job
of serving our students.”

Tarnowieckyi has also served
as a visiting professor and instruc-
tor at institutions such as Texas
A&M University, the University of
Arkansas, Arkansas Tech University

Tarnowieckyi

and Missouri Southern
State University. He holds a
Bachelor of Science degree
in Secondary Education
from MSSU, a Master
of Arts in History from
Pittsburg State University
and a Doctorate of
Philosophy in History from
the University of Arkansas.
He was also the 2019 WC
Faculty Member of the Year.

Tarnowieckyi will report directly
to the president and will serve on
the Executive Cabinet.

As the Student Services Division
welcomes a new leader, Farmer
said he is appreciative of the team’s
efforts over the past several years.

“Under the leadership of
Executive Dean Adam Finley, student
services enhanced and expand-
ed student orientations, improved
student information systems, and
expanded student life opportuni-
ties. Collectively, the student services
team has been lean and mean, yet
has worked very hard for a very long
time. Iam extremely pleased that we
are now in a position to refill vacated
positions and grow student services
into a stand-alone division.”

Finley will now serve as executive
dean of enrollment management
and registrar. Tarnowieckyi began
his new position August 1.
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German Shepherd recovers from porcupine attack

Be aware of presence
of hedgehogs in area

By Randy Keck
The Community News

Jason Ricks, who lives just south
of Aledo, had a rude awakening
recently when he woke up and
looked outside.

Ricks was getting ready for work
and getting his children ready for
the day when he looked out and saw
a bloody scene on his patio.

“Honestly it looked like a crime
scene out there. There was blood
everywhere,” Ricks said, “all over the
concrete and patio furniture.”

It was then he saw his three-
year-old German Shepherd, Lexi,
laying on the ground looking at him.

At first he thought Lexi might
gotten out of the yard and tangled
with a cactus, but when she came to
the window he realized it was por-
cupine quills.

Ricks took Lexi to I-20 Animal
Hospital in Hudson Oaks, where
veterinary technicians pulled out
almost 300 quills.

“They were pulled out of her out
of her face, the inside of her mouth
and her throat, in her

JASON RICKS

Lexi as she was found on the Ricks’ back patio on June 20.

In a new neighborhood sur-
rounded by horse and cattle ranched,
Ricks speculated that the porcupine
may have been after water from the
family pool.

tongue — they were
everywhere,” Ricks said.

Still, Lexi may have :
gotten the better end | @Eatche

of the encounter. Ricks Read this

found the dead porcu-

story online

After her encounter and
treatment, Lexi rebounded
quickly.

“We picked her up that same
afternoon from the vet and
brought her back home and the

pine in his back yard
when he returned home,
along with a few additional quills in

first thing she did was to run
out in the backyard and grab
her ball. She loves to play ball,” Ricks

whatsoever. You would never have
known that anything had ever hap-
pened to her”

300 quills.

Lexi went back to the vet a week
later for a recheck, and all was well
except that a couple more quills
were found embedded in her skin.

According to the healthcare
portion of the Hill's Science Diet
website, quills “can get stuck in a
dog’s soft tissue can move deeper
into the body if they’re not removed
right away. The more the dog moves,
the more likely quills are to break
and travel further into his face or

Ricks recalled that even before
the vet visit to remove the quills,
Lexi did not appear to be in distress.

“She knew that something was
wrong and that she couldn’t close
her mouth and swallow, but every-
thing was the same. She was still
wagging her tail, she was still want-
ing to get in the truck. She still
wanted to go. Like nothing else
changed other than the fact that she

JASON RICKS

Lexi was taken to 1-20 Animal Hospital for treatment and removal of almost

Pet owners are advised that, if
your dog encounters a similar situ-
ation, try to keep the dog as still as
possible and seek immediate veteri-
nary attention.

In addition, porcupines are noc-
turnal animals, so an encounter
would most likely be at night.

Porcupines can also carry rabies.

For more information, see
https://www.preventivevet.com/
dogs/dogs-and-porcupines

his other two dogs. said. “There were no side effects couldn’t close her mouth.” paws.”
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TRACK AND FIELD

VaultCats

By Nolan Ruth
The Community News

As the summer comes to a
close and school sports start
kicking off, the final national
events for summer sports are
taking place. For five Aledo stu-
dents, it all comes down to the
Pole Vault Summer National
Championship in Navasota.

Sean Gribble, Brad
Campbell, Braylon Brown,
Taylor Hindman, and Claire
Campbell are all a part of the
VaultCats Pole Vault Club locat-
ed between Aledo and Azle. All
five qualified for the national
meet by medaling at the state
meet in Corpus Christi.

VaultCats was started by
longtime Aledo pole vault coach
John Rhodes when he saw that
pole vaulting was taking off at
the school.

“When I got to Aledo, more
and more kids were starting
to jump during the summer,’
Rhodes stated. “I didn’t neces-
sarily want the Aledo kids being
coached by someone else. So I
set up a pit and a runway at my
house and it grew.”

The summer program
remained entirely Aledo stu-
dents as a way to keep perfecting
their craft during the summer,
and the team started going
to meets. Then, after Rhodes
retired, it expanded past Aledo.

“It was kind of like having
an open weight room or open
gym,” Rhodes explained. “They
could just come to my house
and pole vault. Then, when I
retired about that time, I got a
few kids from Weatherford and
a few kids from Azle and that
summer I had about 40 kids.”

Despite being retired, Rhodes
is still allowed to coach the Aledo
High School pole vault team.
The University Interscholastic

— -
am . i

prep for nationals

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Left to Right: Claire Campbell, Brad Campbell, Braylon Brown,
Taylor Hindman (not pictured: Sean Gribble)

League rule states that a retired
coach can remain a part-time
coach once they have surpassed
20 years of experience.

“The whole reason this
started was to make Aledo pole
vault better,” Rhodes said. “I'm
a school coach at heart. The
club coaching has been good to
me and been fun, but I still love
coaching the Aledo kids.”

The 2022 summer group is
possibly the best Rhodes has
seen come through his club.
Including the five Aledo stu-
dents, the VaultCats have four
more members going to the
national meet. A feat so rare in
summer pole vaulting.

Ontop ofthat, multiple vault-
ers have set personal records.
Of those personal records, one
stands alone as what could
become a new school record at

Aledo.
Turn to VAULT, page 11

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS
Sean Gribble

Cerja wins Bassmaster
National Championship

By Nolan Ruth
The Community News

Mark Cerja, Jr. has
not even started at Aledo
High School yet but has
already made a name for
himself. The incoming
freshman competed in
the Bassmaster National
Championship on July
29-30 in Huntingdon,
Tennessee, and brought
home the title with a two-
day tally of 18 pounds, 5
ounces.

Before nationals,
Cerja, Jr., along with his
partner Gus Richardson
from Rockwall, competed
in the Lone Star Junior
Bassmaster tournament
at Cedar Creek Reservoir
just outside of Kemp and
Malakoff back in June.
With Cerja, Jr’s father
as the boat captain, the
pair finished second in
the state of Texas with a
weight of 21.95.

“There was a bunch
of tough competition in
Texas,” Cerja, Jr. recalled.
“Actually, in Texas because
there are so many teams,
they take two teams to
nationals as opposed to
other states that only take
one.”

When the team arrived
in Tennessee for the tour-
nament, they had plenty of
time to get on the lake and
practice.

“We knew that there
was a lot of grass in this
lake,” Cerja, Jr. explained.
“Both two days of practice,
the fish really like Texas
Rigs. We couldn’t get
them to bite many moving
baits or reaction baits and

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Mark Cerja, Jr. (right) and his partner Gus Richardson
(left) show off their catch after winning the Bassmaster
Junior National Championship.

everything really moving
was getting choked out by
grass.”

Everything took a
turn when the competi-
tion started on Friday,
July 29 and storms start-
ed rolling across the state
of Tennessee, delaying the
start of the tournament by
an hour. However, because
of their practices, they
were able to find the spots
they knew could produce
some large catches.

“We relied heavily on
the areas we found in
practice,” Cerja, Sr. stat-
ed. “We relied on them on
both Day One and Day
Two. As a matter of fact,
we didn’t catch any fish in
any of the areas we didn’t
practice in.”

Unfortunately, because
they were one of the later
boats to take off, and with
65 boats on a 1,000-acre

lake, their number one
area of the lake had been
cornered.

“There were three boats
there already,” Cerja, Sr.
remembered. “However

they managed to catch a
nice five-bass limit there
and then head over to
Rocket Creek just off the
lake.”

At the end of the first
day, the team was in sec-
ond place at 10 pounds,
7 ounces, only trailing by
one pound.

Cerja, Jr. and
Richardson hit the lake
for Day Two in excellent
position. They knew they
needed to have anoth-
er good showing to take
first place. However, it
appeared the bass were
not as aggressive on Day
Two.

Turn to CERJA, page 11
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Walsh Kinder Camp
Walsh Elementary School
will host Walsh Kinder
Camp from 10-11:30 a.m.
on Friday, Aug. 5.

All kinder students and
their families are welcome
to participate in a Q&A
with the principal, meet the
kinder team of teachers,
learn about campus proce-
dures, connect with other
kinder families, and learn
about campus volunteer
activities. The event will
end with popsicles on the
playground.

SATURDAY, AUGUST6

Red Summer Bash

The Parker County
Republican Women will
host Red Summer Bash, a
food and fellowship oppor-
tunity for Republicans,
from 6-9 p.m. on Saturday,
Aug. 6, at the Parker
County Sheriff’s Posse,
2551 Mineral Wells Hwy. in
Weatherford.

Music will be provided by
Sonny and Jolie Burgess.
Admission is free, but res-
ervations are required. To
RSVP, call 817-550-8998.

Summer Sidewalk Shop
Carve & Cask will host a
Summer Sidewalk Shop
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on
Saturday, Aug. 6 at 243
Willow Bend Drive in Willow
Park. A variety of local
small businesses will be on
hand, and the shopping will
be on Tax Free Weekend.

MONDAY, AUGUSTS8

Parker County Active
Democrats
The Parker County Active

College 1001

Democrats will meet at
6:30 p.m. on Monday, Aug.
8, in the Strain Room of
Weatherford College’s Doss
Student Center.

Parker County Democratic
Chair Kay Parr will report
on the recent state
Democratic convention.
Local Democrats are also
planning for an appearance
by gubernatorial candidate
Beto O’Rourke on Aug. 10
at the Crazy Water Hotel

in Mineral Wells. For more
information, visit parker-
countydemocrats.org.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 10

College 1001

Lee Ancona, Ph. D. will
present College 1001, a
class for students who are
about to leave for college,
at 6 p.m. Wednesday, Aug.
10, at The Quad, 213 Pecan
Drive in Aledo.

Ancona is a a retired
teacher, advisor, tutor, and
college instructor (UNT
and TCU) who lives in east
Parker County.

Navigating through the
transition of leaving home

JAVIER SANCHEZ MINGORANCE

and beginning college can
be a formidable task. There
are distractions and pitfalls
on every college campus.
This time period is perhaps
the biggest change that
occurs in a young person’s
life and involves the path-
way or conduit to adult-
hood.

Balancing academics and
an active social life can

be a challenge. Add a part
time job and it can be
overwhelming. Any student
going to college this fall at
any college or university is
welcome to attend. Pizza,
soft drinks, and good con-
versation will be on the
menu, and attendees are
asked to bring a notebook
and pen or pencil.

THURSDAY.AUGUST11

Native Plant Society
Meeting

The Cross Timbers chap-
ter of the Native Plant
Society of Texas will resume
monthly meetings after the
summer break at 6:30 p.m.
on Thursday, Aug. 11, at
Mount Pleasant School, 213
Raymond George Way in

ACROSS

1 ace of spades, e.g.

al Tribe of Texas” enamel”

runs across Texas:

“Sunset ”
16 a brother of George
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Weatherford. An educational
program will follow a short
business meeting. Visitors
are always welcome. For
information, visit npsot.org/
wp/crosstimbers/.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 13

Pythian Home to hold
fundraising concert

The Texas Pythian Home
on Bankhead Highway in
Weatherford will host a
fundraising gospel concert
featuring the band Sacred

Call at 7 p.m. on Saturday,
Aug. 13, in the Durant
Auditorium at Weatherford
High School.

The Pythian Home has
been caring for children
since 1909. In the begin-
ning it was established

to care for widows and
orphans and through the
years has changed to pres-
ently care for children with
families in need.

The goal of the home is to
supply a loving atmosphere

so children entrusted in
their care will have a role
model after whom to pat-
tern their lives and homes.
Over the years the Pythian
Home has served as a
home for more than 1,000
children.

Tickets are on sale in incre-
ments of five, ranging from
five for $50 to 50 for $500.
For more information or to
order tickets, call 817-594-
4465 or mail Texas Pythian
Home, PO Box 2798,
Weatherford, Texas 76086.

Awesomeness._

.

/((/ ORTHODONTICS

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

MyserOrtho.com « 817-441-8700 - Aledo & Willow Park

Bobby J Rigues, Agent
411 FM 1187 N
Aledo, TX 76008

Bus: 817-441-9966
bobby@bobbyrigues.com

Life insurance

from a real-life
person.

Get life insurance that comes
with someone local (me).

I’'m here to help you protect
your family’s financial future.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

o StateFarm

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

1708148

Bloomington, IL

I-20 ANIMAL HOSPITAL
817-341-3331

=

GENERAL PET WELLNESS
HEALTH CARE
e INTERNAL MEDICINE
* SURGERY

General and Advanced
e RADIOLOGY

Digital including dental
e LASER THERAPY
e Computed Tomography

(CT scan)-NEW!
3713 Fort Worth Hwy

Hudson Oaks, TX 76087

OPEN24 H
DAILY

e EMERGENCY & CRITICAL
CARE

e COMPLETE IN-HOUSE
LABORATORY

* DENTAL CARE
General and Advanced

¢ ULTRASONOGRAPHY

e ONCOLOGY
* ENDOSCOPY

Between Exits 415 and 414

www.I-20animalhospital.com

CHARITABLE

REALTY

A FULL SERVICE REAL ESTATE FIRM

Where Commissions
Beceme [enatisns”

OVER $630,000 DONATED TO CHARITY!

ALEDO, DFW, MIDLAND,
AMARILLO, & AUSTIN

817.825.8293

405 S,

FM 1187, SUITE 400
ALEDO,

TX 76008

CHARITABLEREALTY.ORG

Propane Sales
and Service

(O 4

OF PROPANE
1958-2019

On the Square
in Weatherford

103 W. Church * 817-596-8758 « 817-594-2612

Proudly serving the great
S};uthwest for 28 years!

THE' TRUSTED SOURGE FOR ALL YOUR

METAL BUILDING GOMPONENT NEEDS!
¥ RESIDENTIAL & GOMMERCIAL STEEL ROOFING
¥ GUSTOM TRIM AND FLASHING +* PURLIN & TUBING
¥ ERSY BOLT PRE-FABRICATED STEEL BUILDINGS
# MINI STORAGE SYSTEMS * POWER TOOLS

* UENTS & SKYLIGHTS *

HARDWARE & ACCESSORIES

% SYNTHETIC UNDERLAYMENT * INSULATION
¥ SEALANTS & CLOSURES < GARPORT PACKAGES

GOING*GREEN'vith'COO*

ENERGY EFFICIENT
& LOOKS GREAT!
WIND & FIRE RESISTANT

STEEL BUILDINGS
AVAILABLE IN
MULTIPLE SIZES

817-599-4186 * Fax: 817-599-3326
2100 Burton Street ® Weatherford, Texas 76087

www.metalmarts.com
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Classifieds

PUBLIC NOTICE

THE TOWN OF ANNETTA,
TEXAS WILL HOLD A

PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE
PROPOSED OPERATING
BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR
2022-2023 AT THE REGULAR
ANNETTA CITY COUNCIL
MEETING ON THURSDAY,
AUGUST 18, 2022 AT 7:00
P.M. AT THE ANNETTA TOWN
HALL, 450 THUNDER HEAD
LANE.

Public Notification of Nondiscrimination in Career and Technical
Education Programs

Aledo ISD offers career and technical education programs in
Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources, Business Management
and Administration, Computer Science, Cosmetology, Education and
Training, Graphic Design, Health Science, Law and Public Safety,
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics(STEM), Student
media, and Transportation, Distribution and Logistics. Admission to
these programs is based on interest, age, grade level, and pre-requi-
site requirements.

It is the policy of Aledo ISD not to discriminate on the basis of race,
color, national origin, sex or handicap in its vocational programs,
services or activities as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of
1964, as amended; Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972;
and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended.

It is the policy of Aledo ISD not to discriminate on the basis of
race, color, national origin, sex, handicap, or age in its employment
practices as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as
amended; Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972; the Age
Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended; and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended.

Aledo ISD will take steps to assure that lack of English language skills
will not be a barrier to admission and participation in all educational
and vocational programs.

For information about your rights or grievance procedures, contact
the Title IX Coordinator, at 1008 Bailey Ranch Road, Aledo, TX
76008, 817-441-8327 and/or the Section 504 Coordinator, at 1008
Bailey Ranch Road, Aledo, TX 76008, 817-441-8327.

Notificacion Publica de No Discriminacion en Programas de
Educacion Técnica y Vocacional

Aledo ISD ofrece programas de educacion técnica y vocacional

en Agricultura, Alimentacion y Recursos Naturales, Administracion

y Administracion de Empresas, Ciencias en Computadoras,
Cosmetologia, Educacion y Capacitacion, Disefio Grafico, Ciencias de
la Salud, Derecho y seguridad publica, Ciencia, Tecnologia, Ingenieria
y Matematicas (STEM), Medios de Comunicacion Estudiantiles,
Transporte, Distribucion y Logistica. La admision a estos programas
se basa en intereses, edad, nivel de grado, y requerimientos de pre-
rrequisitos.

Es la politica del Distrito Escolar Independiente de Aledo no discrimi-
nar en sus programas, Servicios o actividades vocacionales por moti-
vos de raza, color, origen nacional, sexo 0 impedimento, tal como lo
requieren el Titulo VI de la Ley de Derechos Civiles de 1964, segun
enmienda; Titulo IX de las Enmiendas en la Educacion de 1972, y la
Seccion 504 de la Ley de Rehabilitacién de 1973, segun enmienda.

Es la politica del Distrito Escolar Independiente de Aledo no discrim-
inar en sus procedimientos de empleo por motivos de raza, color,
origen nacional, sexo, impedimento o edad, tal como lo requieren

el Titulo VI de la Ley de Derechos Civiles de 1964, segin enmien-
da; Titulo IX de las Enmiendas en la Educacion, de 1972, la ley de
Discriminacion por Edad, de 1975, segln enmienda; y la Seccion
504 de la Ley de Rehabilitacion de 1973, segin enmienda.

El Distrito Escolar Independiente de Aledo tomara las medidas nece-
sarias para asegurar que la falta de habilidad en el uso del inglés no
sea un obstaculo para la admision y participacion en todos los pro-
gramas educativos y vocacionales.

Para informacion sobre sus derechos o procedimientos de quejas,
comuniquese con la Coordinadora del Titulo X, en 1008 Bailey
Ranch Road, Aledo, TX 76008, 817-441-8327, y/o la Coordinador
de la Seccion 504, 1008 Bailey Ranch Road, Aledo, TX 76008, 817-
441-8327.

Notice of Public Hearings

Notice is hereby given that the Planning and Zoning Commission and
the City Council of the City of Aledo, Parker County, Texas will con-
duct public hearings in the Aledo Community Center, 104 Robinson
Court, Aledo, Texas.

First Public Hearing Planning and Zoning Commission

Location: Aledo Community Center
104 Robinson Court
Aledo, Texas 76008
Date: Thursday, August 11, 2022
Time: 6:00 P.M.
Second Public Hearing City Council

Location: Aledo Community Center
104 Robinson Court
Aledo, Texas 76008
Date: Thursday, August 25, 2022
Time: 6:00 P.M.

The purpose of the hearings is to receive input regarding consider-
ation the following:

1) Public Hearing to consider amending Section 28.2.3 of the City
of Aledo Zoning Ordinance to change the rear yard setback for
detached accessory storage buildings and open-air structures
200 SF or less from (15°) to (5°) to the main structure, rear, and
side lot lines.

2) Public Hearing to consider amending Section 66-61, Sidewalk
Installation Policy, of the Cily of Aledo Code of Ordinances to require
sidewalks along local residential streets and collectors to be a min-
imum of five (5’) feet wide, six (6°) feet along arterial and through-
fare streets, and to require sidewalks to be set inside the right-of-
way against a five (5°) foot landscape buffer adjacent to the street.

For further information or questions regarding these public hearings,
please contact Nathan Gonzales, at telephone number (817) 717-
4255 or cityplanner@aledotx.gov.

Published in The Community News, August 5, 2022, and posted at
Aledo City Hall August 1, 2022.

Deana McMullen, City Secretary
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Business Cards

W
BILLY HARRIS ROOFING

Same Name & Number Since 1973

81 7- 249 = 3 3 38 Same Crews Since 1992 & o e

With the same name and number since 1973, Billy Hamris Roofing is here before, during and after the Texas
storms. Billy Harris Roofing has had the same crews since 1992 which has paved the way to 10 consecutive
Angie’s List Super Service Awards since 2006. Billy Harris Roofing prides itself on quality... not quantity!
Give the experts a call today and find out for yourself why thousands of life-long customers
have put their trust in Billy Harris Roofing + 817-249-3338 « www.billyharris-roofing.com

Vanity Tops Tubs
Whirlpool Tubs Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE

2927 Greenlee Park Trail
Weatherford, Texas 76088

Natural Granite ¢ Solid Surface ¢ Silestone
817-341-8970

HEARING
CARE CENTER

4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702

Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre

BRELICO
ROOFING

“You Jingle...We Shingle™”

DRAKE
ELECTRICAL
SERVICES L.L.C.

817-441-8633

« » NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS - *
RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR « LICENSED & INSURED
TECL #19987

25 ACRES & NEW 1,200 sf

HUNTING COTTAGE SHELL
*%* Omnly 5239,900 **

Beautiful 25 to 100+ acre hunting & recreational tracts - perfect
for wildlife spectators, hunters, & nature enthusiasts. Prime
location in Brady, the heart of Texas. High speed internet!

Phone: 817.263.1971 Holly Green, Owner 817.441.6973

10943 S FM 1187 Road service@brettcoroofing.com
Fort Worth, Texas 76126

Call (877) 333-7390 x31

.
www.RanchesAtBuckRidgeTexas.com

*Cottage Shell offer exclusive to Lone Star Land Partners customers only through builder selected by LSLP. Price is for a completed, dried-in,

1,200 sf shell to be built on 25 acres at The Ranches at Buck Ridge. Shell price subject to change without notice. AnEHO. ~~ EouaLtousing

vvvvvvvvvvv

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS" ¢ ge® — | A
Financial Advisor ?«9“ =

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100

Aledo, TX 76008

Bus. 817-441-4108 * Fax 800-656-0301
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

3

Hartman’s Honey Doo0’s

LANCE NORMAN ROOFING

* COMPOSITION SHINGLES
* WOOD SHINGLES

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL * NEW ROOFS « REROOFS

Insurance Claims Handled * REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 - mobile (817) 996-2726

(g T AN _ TSy

Tii87 MINI'STORAGE
We have lots of room 4 &

for your stuff! = E-

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

(817) 249-2028 Ken Hartman, Proprietor

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

KIMBERLY MEYER, ABR, CRS, GRI
REALTOR®

Cell (817) 929-0347

kimberly.meyer @chdfw.com

4500 Hartwood Dr, Fort Worth, TX 76109-1840

www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer
Global Luxury Specialist

LOOK! CARPETS

CLEANED

Two rooms $59.00. No hidden charges -
39 years experience - 817-219-6437

1515 E. FM 1187 - Aledo, Texas - 81 7-504-7662
24-Hour Access - Immediate Move-in - Boat & RV parking - $45
Awvailable Sizes: 10x10 ($60), 10x20 ($90), 10x30 ($135)

TOD

E Operated by a subsidary m
= of NRT, LLC

Office: 817-565-4658
Talk and text 817-771-9661

Moss

NG SERVICES

TRACTOR MOW INSURANCE
) ey ROSS GUTTERS GROUP
bl b il L el B a8 In Business Since 1995 egan Hendricks 705 N. FM 1187
' yvi '4#1' TH!'!W' "'_'E L 5 & 6 Inch Seamless Gutters * Free Estimates Dietor o Ocll’efalf(ions e

Aledo, TX 76008
Tel: 817-441-9053
Fax: 817-441-7145

Residential & Commercial * New & Repair

www.doylemoss.com
Email: megan@doylemoss.com

CALEB W, COX
&17-980-27092

FREE SPLASH BLOCKS FOR A LIMITED TIME
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SWIM

from page 12

huge. It’s been a while since
we’ve sent anyone to nation-
als. This is the first time for
all of these swimmers, so
back-to-back is a big accom-
plishment. I hope that their
success will encourage
schools in the area to add
swimming to their athletic
programs.”

Also advancing to state
for the WST this season
were:

e Saphira Buchfink, Girls
13-14, 50 fly.

e Emma Circelli, Girls
11-12, 200 medley and
200 free relays.

e Katie Cox, Girls 15-17,
100 free, 50 back, 50 free,
200 medley relay, mixed
200 medley, free relays,
mixed 100 free relay.

* Landry Crickman, Boys
15-17, 50 free, 200 med-
ley and 200 free relays,
mixed 200 medley, free
relays, mixed 100 free
relay.

* Blake D’Spain, Boys
15-17, 50 back, 50 fly, 50
free, 100 IM, 200 med-
ley and 200 free relays,
mixed 200 medley, free
relays, mixed 100 free
relay.

» Abbie Farber, Girls 15-17,
50 back, 200 medley
relay, mixed 200 med-
ley, free relays, mixed 100
free relay.

e Noah Farber, Boys 15-17,
100 free, 50 breast, 50
free, 200 medley and
200 free relays, mixed

PHOTO COURTESY OF WEATHERFORD SWIM TEAM

The Boys 11-12 relay of (from left) Corbin Lane, Kody
Burlison, Cullen Costello and Max Gentry, shown with coach
Tif Williams in the middle, won gold.

200 medley, free relays,
mixed 100 free relay.

e Calla Ferguson, Girls
11-12, 200 free relay.

e Michael Goff, Boys 15-17,
100 free, 50 fly, 50 free,
200 medley and 200 free
relays, mixed 200 med-
ley, free relays, mixed 100
free relay.

» Ava Helmrick, Girls
15-17, 50 breast, 50 free,
100 IM, 200 medley
relay, mixed 200 med-
ley, free relays, mixed 100
free relay.

o Lily Helmrick, Girls
11-12, 200 medley and
200 free relays.

* Charlie Hixson,
9-10, 100 free relay.

e Izy Hixson, Girls 11-12,
200 free relay.

e Campbell Hord, Girls
11-12, 200 free relay.

e Brendon Hughes, Boys
15-17, 50 breast, 50 fly,
100 IM, 200 free relay,
mixed 200 medley, free

Boys

relays, mixed 100 free
relay.

« Hali Hughes, Girls 13-14,
100 free, 50 breast, 100
M.

* Bowen Judd, Boys 9-10,
100 IM, 100 free relay.

« Emma Kechnie, Girls
11-12, 200 medley and
200 free relays.

* Brookelyn Nowakowski,
Girls 15-17, 50 back, 50
breast, 100 IM, 200 free,
200 medley relay, mixed
200 medley, free relays,
mixed 100 free relay.

+ Layla Olsen, Girls 11-12,
200 200 medley and 200
free relays.

+ Colt Spillers, Boys 9-10,
100 free relay.

e Michael Spillers, Boys
13-14, 50 breast.

« Noah Wagnon, Boys
9-10, 100 IM, 100 free
relay.

» Elizabeth Walter, Girls
11-12, 200 free relay.

SIGALA

from page 12

“It helped me grow,”
Sigala said. “It helped me
learn how to move between
the sand and the court. It
opened my eyes to more
things I could do.”

It was not much longer
before Sigala decided to play
beach volleyball exclusive-
ly. She moved her training
one last time, settling at 692
Beach in Lewisville, where
she remains to this day.
Since her last move, Sigala
has competed in many
tournaments across Texas
earning multiple honors and
national bids.

“I travel all across Texas,”
Sigala explained. “I've been
to Austin, San Antonio,
the DFW Metroplex and
in these tournaments you
have to finish first or second

to earn the national bids.

Sometimes they will allow
third but most of the time
it’s the top two.”

In the summer of 2022,
Sigala competed in the
Beach Volleyball Clubs of
America tournament, the
Amatuer Athletic Union
National Tournament, and
the BVNE tournaments on
both the east coast and the
west coast.

At the same time, Sigala
has also been playing indoor
volleyball for the TCA Lady
Eagles in the fall.

“I still decided to play
at TCA, Sigala mentioned.
“My mom was the head
coach there for a while and I
figured I would still

and so it allowed me to do
both.”

Opposite of how it was
when she started, Sigala
stated that the time spent
in beach volleyball has
actually helped her indoor
performance.

“It was definitely a switch
having to go back and forth,”
Sigala said. “On weekends
I would still play beach vol-
leyball and then during the
week I played indoors. There
are a lot of rule differences
but I got it down to a routine
that I know when I'm on
the court and when I'm on
the sand. The sand definitely
helped my vertical as well.”

do school volleyball.
It’s less competitive
and the schedule is
more flexible com-
pared to club indoor
teams. School ball

story online

Sigala plans to
play beach volley-
ball at the collegiate
level while also
going to school for
nursing after she
graduates from TCA

was more relaxed

in 2023.

CERJA

from page eight

“We went out with the
same plan,” Cerja, Jr. said.
“We knew those fish were
there, but it was just tough-
er. The pressure had built on
the lake, I think the fish were
just in shock.”

The crew headed down
one of the many creeks
splintering off of the lake
and almost instantly got two
big catches.

“Gus immediately caught
a two-and-a-half pounder,’
Cerja, Jr. recalled. “For that
lake it was a nice one. The
very next cast I bought in a
four-pounder.”

The Day Two catch
weighed in at 7 pounds, 14
ounces for a two-day total of
18 pounds, 5 ounces. Cerja,
Jr. and Richardson were the
second team called to weigh
in and they sat on the stage
in the “hot seat” while every
other team weighed their
catches.

At the end, it came down
to the team from Alabama
that led after Day One. All
it would take was 6 pounds,
15 ounces to take

“I was in shock,” Cerja, Jr.
described. “I really did think
they would bring in a bigger
bag. When I saw 5 pounds, 4
ounces I froze and the next
thing I knew my dad was
picking me up.”

All three members of
the team took home tro-
phies and Cerja, Jr. and
Richardson will split a
$2,000 scholarship for win-
ning the championship.

the tournament.
However they
weighed in at 5
pounds, 4 ounces
and Cerja, Jr. and
Richardson were the
national champions.

Read
story online

Cerja, Jr. will
be a freshman at
Aledo for the 2022-
23 school year and
looks forward to
joining the Aledo
Anglers Club.

VAULT

from page eight

“Sean Gribble has prob-
ably been the highlight,”
Rhodes mentioned. “He
jumped 15-3 during the
school year and has kind of
just clicked this summer.
He jumped 16 feet and then
16-3 at back-to-back meets.
Then, at one of our last prac-
tices he cleared 16-8, which
is an inch over the school
record.”

Because it was for a club,
and it was a practice jump,

the jump does not count
towards the school record.
However it is clear that
Gribble’s goal is to break the
record.

“That’s a great turn-
around,” Rhodes exclaimed.
“To go from 15 feet

Corpus Christi to take gold.
Brad Campbell took the gold
in 16U with a 14-foot jump,
while Brown took bronze
13-6. In the girl’s 160,
Hindman took home the sil-
ver due to a jumpoff after
jumping 11-6. Claire

during the school
year to then jump
16 feet three weeks

in a row, that’s
incredible.”
Gribble is the

only one among the

story online

Campbell competed
in the girl’s 14U and
finished fifth jump-

ing 6-7.

The National

national qualifiers
to be an incoming
senior. He cleared 16-3 in

Meet will take place
from Friday, Aug. 5
through Saturday, Aug. 6.

Now is the time to take adovantage of our

PRECONSTRUCTION

SPECIAL

PRICING

RESERVE YOUR SAVINGS: 682-255-1320
SPECIAL ENDS AUGUST 31

RVA
7V

HARVEST

SENIOR LIVING

of Aledo

We Can’t Wazit to Meet You!

Harvest is a community of active, passionate
residents and staff members who call Aledo
home and consider each other family.
Our residents receive first-class service,
custom care plans, and handcrafted dining
experiences in a homelike setting. Friendships
are cultivated. Stories are celebrated.

LOOK AT WHAT YOU GET!

All Utilities Included | Weekly Housekeeping
Daily, Chef-prepared Dining | On-site Casual Bistro
Fitness Center | Dog Park | Full-service Salon
24/7 On-site Staff | Spacious, Designer Residences
No Maintenance, No Worries, All the Fun!

CALL: 682-255-1320
HarvestOfAledo.com

: 1043 Bailey Ranch Rd. Aledo, TX 76008
LEARN MORE —

(1)
W B & raciLimy ip# penDING
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VOLLEYBALL

Sigala competes at nationals

By Nolan Ruth
The Community News

Every athlete has their end-
of-season goal. In the summer
seasons, the goal is national
tournaments.

For  Trinity  Christian
Academy senior volleyball play-
er Katherine “Bella” Sigala, the
goal was reached not just once,
but four times.

Sigala does not play tradi-
tional club volleyball during the
summer, though. Instead, she
travels across the state of Texas
and plays in beach volleyball
tournaments, competing for
spots in national tournaments.

Sigala started playing vol-
leyball at a very early age,
exclusively indoors. Then one
day, she offered a passing glance
at a few people playing the game
she loved in the sand.

“It really interested me,”
Sigala remembered. “I was like,
‘well I love being outside and
I love volleyball, so let me give
it a try. So I went to a local
club in Fort Worth, TAV (Texas
Advantage Volleyball) Beach
Volleyball, and just fell in love
with it from the first practice. It
was something new, and it was
an interesting change of pace.”

Despite her experience
indoors, her abilities did not
transfer to the sand immediately.

“I remember, that first
practice I was so slow,” Sigala
mentioned. “I didn’t know how
to move correctly just because
it’s so different. It took me a few
months to get used to it and

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Bella Sigala in sand volleyball action

at that time I was still playing
indoors at the same time. Also
going from six players on the
court to only having you and your
partner was also a big switch.”

Around the age of 13, Sigala
got more serious with beach

volleyball, starting to practice
three times a week instead of
once, and moved her training to
Impact Fort Worth at the Game
On facility.
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Area swimmers win national,
state championships

By Rick Mauch

The Community News

Most folks don’t readily
think of water when they
hear Des Moines, Iowa.
However, a few swimmers
from Parker County made
quite a splash there this
past weekend.

Meanwhile, several
members from that same
Weatherford Swim Team
brought home medals
from the Texas Amateur
Athletic Federation Swim
Meet in Corpus Christi.

Competing in the State
Games of America in Des
Moine, Abbie Lane won
three gold medals in the
Women 19-99 category,
taking first in the 50-yard
butterfly with a time of
29.44 seconds, first in
the 50-yard breast with a
clocking of 35.81 and first
in the 200-meter individ-
ual medley in 3:17.32. In
addition, she captured a
silver medal, placing sec-
ond in the 50 freestyle,
coming in at 27.85.

The short course con-
sisted of yards and the
long course was meters.

In the Boys 11-12 divi-
sion, the 200-meter free
relay of Cullen Costello,
Max Gentry, Corbin Lane
and Kody Burlison won
gold, posting a 2:38.40.

The boys all swam long
course (meters).

Individually, Costello
was second in the 50 breast
in 45.65, and eighth in
both the 50 free and 100
free. Burlison was fourth
in the 50 breast; Gentry
placed sixth in the 50 fly,
seventh in the 50 back
and ninth in the 100 free;
and Corbin Lane placed
ninth in the 50 back, 10th
in the 100 free and 11th in
the 50 free.

State

Also, from the state
meet, several swimmers
qualified for national
competition in California
in 2024.

Leading the charge
at state was 34-year-old
Matt Williams, who took
first place in both the
50-meter free and 100
individual medley, making
him a national qualifier.

Brady D’Spain brought
home the most medals.
Swimming in the Boys
13-14 division, he was first
in the 50 butterfly, second
in the 100 IM and third
in the 50 freestyle, also
qualifying for nationals.
He also qualified for state
in a fourth event, finishing
fourth on the 200 medley
relay with Burlison, Zach
Edwards and Michael
Spillers.

The Boys 11-12 200
medley relay of Costello,
Gentry, Carson Goff and

Eli Vanzant placed third
and qualified for nation-
als. The same quartet was
fourth in the 200 freestyle
relay.

Goff also placed sixth
individually in the 50
back. Vanzant was sixth in
the 100 free and seventh
in the 50 free.

Others who placed in
the top eight at state were:

Elijah Helmrick, Men
18-25, fifth in 50 breast,
fifth in 100 IM, seventh
in 50 fly.

Noah Wagnon, Boys
9-10, sixth in 25 free,
qualified in 100 IM.

“I'm really proud of
our swimmers success
this season. We've had
to rebuild after COVID
really impacted our sea-
son a few years ago,” said
Tif Williams, co-coach of
the team, along with her
husband Matt. “These
swimmers only get three
or four practices a week
for eight weeks, so it’s a
fast and furious season.
Looking at their times
and progress over those
eight weeks, you can see
they are utilizing every
opportunity to be in the
water and to improve.

“Not only has that
hard work gotten them to
state but now to nationals,
and for some it’s back to
back nationals, which is
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Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry
Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., F.C. and Michael Ball, D.D.S., FL.L.C.

Diplomate of American Board of Pediatric Dentistry
Fellow of American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101
Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087
Ofc:817-441-2425 « Fax: 817-441-2491

www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com
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913 N. EIm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747

Olus newest addtional location Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel
4941 |-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087
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Michelle Marie Coffey
197 Brandon Dr.

s/ David A. Levy
Attorney for Michelle Marie Coffey
State Bar No.: 24062848

dlevy0594@outlook.com

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary for the
Estate of Pamela Joan Rodriguez, Deceased, were issued on January
12, 2022, in Cause No. 21P495 pending in the Parker County Court,
Parker County, Texas, to: Michelle Marie Coffey.

All persons having claims against this Estate which is currently being
administered are required to present them to the undersigned within
the time and in the manner prescribed by law.

Weatherford, Texas 76087
DATED the 2nd day of August, 2022.

PO Box 397 « Archer City, Texas 76351 « (940) 257-7419

Planning & Zoning Commission:
Time:
Location:

Notice of Public Hearing

The City of Willow Park Planning and Zoning Commission will hold a
public hearing on the matter listed below:

PUBLIC HEARING to Consider Special Use Permit regarding request
to add Boat Dealership/Sales as an allowable use for Lot 3, Block 1;
Porter Addition, currently zoned as Commercial/I-20 Overlay District
in the City of Willow Park, Parker County, Texas.

Tuesday, August 16, 2022
6:00 PM

Willow Park City Hall

516 Ranch House Rd
Willow Park, TX 76087

Any member of the public has the right to appear at the Public
Hearing. Please contact the Development Department at 817-441-
7108 or tfisher@willowpark.org with any questions.

The above notice was posted on the bulletin board at the Municipal
Complex at the City of Willow Park City Hall, Willow Park, Texas on/
before August 5, 2022 by 5:00 p.m.
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