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Annetta Mayor Sandy Roberts provides some attention to Shelby, one of the horses at Layla Horse Ranch during its

ribbon cutting on June 25.

Layla Rose Ranch helping
horses find loving homes
By Rick Mauch

The Community News

It all started when Catherine Hudson
was out for a walk one day near their
home in Annetta. She met Cletus, a
Tennessee Walker horse whose owner did
not want him any more.

Cletus, now 8 years old, has been with
Catherine and her husband, Matt, for
two years now. They care for him daily
as they hope he, and most of the other
horses they have at Layla Ranch Horse
Rescue, can find a forever home.

“Cletus was my first rescue,” said
Catherine, who runs Layla Ranch, “I saw
him and we created a bond. He’s the one
who started the passion.

“We got our next one, started res-
cuing, and realized we needed a bigger
place.”

So they bought some nearby property,
11 acres, in fact, and Layla Rose Ranch
Horse Rescue was born. Now, the 501(¢)3
nonprofit is home to at least 10 horses
that simply wanted to be loved, but often
were mistreated or forgotten.

“Nothing was here but trees. We
built everything around rescuing — and
Cletus. But don’t tell him that,” Catherine
said with a chuckle.

Ironically, neither Catherine or Matt
grew up around horses. She’s from Fort
Worth and he’s from Indiana. However,
driven by their desire to rescue equine
they learned a lot about them in a hurry.

“It was a late passion. It started with
Mr. Cletus,” Catherine said. “They were
just done with him. I said I'll take him.

“Most people just surrender horses,
say they can’t afford to take care of them.
A lot of times we go to kill lots. We have
four right now from kill lots.”

As Catherine was saying this, she
pointed to a pair of Mustangs that came
to the ranch on July 4 from kill lots. They
were very thin and in need of nourish-
ment, which, of course, they are now
getting.

“They said they were feeding them,
but they had other horses that were in
better shape,” Catherine said, noting that
often they have to take whatever stories
come with the horse with a grain of salt.

Most of the horses who come to Layla
Rose Ranch arrive with a mistrust of
people. Such was the case with Buddy, a
16-year-old quarterhorse missing one eye
— also obtained from a kill pen.

“If you've ever seen one of those kill
pens, it’s packed with sick horses, abused
horses,” Catherine said. “A lot of times if
you look into their eyes they’ve given up.
He'd given up.

“He loves kids. He’s such a kind horse.
It’s amazing watching them change so
much when they come in. He was scared
to death of men, which tells us it was
a man who abused him. Matt spent a
whole lot of time with him and now he’s
the nicest horse.”

Their 10-year-old daughter Lilly loves
helping her mom run the ranch.

“I think it’s cool that my mom started
a rescue. I just love being around the
horses and helping feed and take care of
them,” she said.

The youngest horse at Layla Rose
Ranch is Lola, nine months old. She
came to them malnourished. The oldest
is Kinsley, a 25-year-old rescued from,
you guessed it, a kill pen.

“I follow some of the kill pens on
Facebook and that helps us,” Catherine
said.

Of Kinsley, Catherine said, “She’s not
rideable anymore. So we're looking at a
forever (companion) or a pasture pet.”

TREY FREEZE / TREYFREEZE.COM

Annetta Mayor Sandy Roberts and
Catherine Hudson shared ribbon-cutting
duties on June 25, official opening Layla
Rose Ranch.

A forever companion is an animal
to belong to an elderly person, the two
growing old together.

Another horse, a paint named Angel,
roams around the preparation pasture.
It’s a place where new horses are kept
until they can be cleared by a veterinari-
an to join the others.

“Angel was completely wild when we
found her in a kill pen. She was pregnant
and her baby died 11 days after it was
born with pneumonia,” Catherine said.
“We tried everything we could.”

Turn to LAYLA, page 3

WEATHERFORD COLLEGE

Dr. Steven Spooner will perform at Weatherford College

on July 29.

WEATHERFORD COLLEGE
Peabody Conservatory
piano professor to
perform free concert

World renowned pia-
nist Dr. Steven Spooner
will perform a free concert
in Weatherford College’s
Alkek Fine Arts Center at
7 p-m. on Friday, July 29.

Spooner, a professor
of piano at the Peabody
Conservatory at Johns
Hopkins University in
Baltimore, is one of the
judges for the final round
of the fourth Annual
Weatherford
College  International
Piano Competition taking
place in the Alkek July
29-30.

“We are fortunate to
have him as a judge and

to host this recital,” said
Dr. Hyeyoung Song, WC’s
master pianist and found-
er of the competition.

His program includes
works by  Scarlatti,
Chopin, Schubert/Liszt,
Rienzi along with his own
compositions.

Spooner studied at
the Thilisi Conservatory,
Moscow Conservatory,
and at Indiana University.
He has released more than
30 recordings, his latest
being a 10-volume proj-
ect “Aspects of Liszt” that
explores the many facets
of the Liszt repertoire.

PARKER COUNTY

Vandal ID sought

Reward may

be offered

By Danie Huffman
Parker County Sheriff's Office

Parker County Sheriff’s
Criminal Investigations
Division is seeking the
public’s assistance in
identifying and locating a
man in connection with
property damage in the
1200-Block of Jenkins
Lane on July 3.

Parker County Sheriff
Russ Authier said the
suspect is identified as
a white male, 40 to 55
years-old, who was last
seen wearing a ball cap
and jersey shirt. The sus-
pect also wore work gloves
and a head lamp around
his neck. He was seen
in security footage in a
white pickup with a front
bumper guard damaging
the security gate.

Anyone with infor-
mation regarding the
suspect’s identity or loca-
tion is urged to contact the

Parker County Sheriff’s
Office at 817-594-8845.

Witnesses may also
contact Parker County
Crime Stoppers at 817-
599-5555. You may remain
anonymous when con-
tacting Crime Stoppers.
Crime Stoppers will pay
up to a $1,000 reward for
information leading to the
arrest of the suspect(s)
involved.

You may also sub-
mit an anonymous tip
to tip411 by logging onto
www.parkercountysheriff.
net under the tip411 link.
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Where Commissions become Donations

Lori Fowler was living a com-
pletely satisfied life as a tenured
college professor working alongside
the college president when there was
a “knock at the door”

“God kind of plucked me out of
my role and said, “Youre not doing
this anymore,” Fowler said.

She was teaching a class and the
students were challenging her —
something she once enjoyed — but it
wasn't working for her this time. She
gave in, and immediately thought
“oh, no, something changed.”

“I went to the college president
that day and I said, I think I have to
go, I don’t care anymore. I think my
time here is done. And it’s time for
me to go.”

Fowler’s dad had been a real
estate broker since 1971, and she had
received her license before she quit
teaching.

“And in the interim, I had built so
much relationship, teaching sociol-
ogy with nonprofit, that I wanted to
continue that and I didn’t really know
how to bridge nonprofit with real
estate,” Fowler said.

So she formed Charitable Realty,
based on the idea that when a per-
son closes on a transaction, they get
to choose a charity. And Charitable

Realty donates a portion of their

commission to that charity.

To date they have given away
more than $630,000 to everything
from Parker County Center of Hope
and A Wish With Wings to animal
shelters, Cook Children’s Hospital,
Alzheimer’s Association, and many

more.

“We've given to every dog
breed organization you can imag-
ine, we've given overseas, given to
several churches, we give a lot to
the local Aledo community,” Fowler
said. “Were big supporters of Cook
Childrens Hospital, were partners
with Habitat for Humanity and
Ronald McDonald House. Just this
week, we gave to the Pyrenees rescue
and Cook Children’s Hospital.”

Fowler said the average real estate
transaction is $275,000, so it takes a
lot of contributions to a lot of orga-
nizations to reach the $630,000 level.

“Its been super rewarding,’
Fowler said. “Tithing back to the
community is what we say that we’re

doing”

Charitable Realty has grown to
52 realtors, and now has realtors

in Midland-Odessa, an office in
Amarillo, and now a reach in Austin
in addition to an office in Aledo.
There are ten more agents about to
sign on with Charitable Realty as

well.

“One thing that we do differently
is for new realtors, we train them
through a mentor program, which is
quite a big draw” Fowler said. “We
assign them a mentor who trains
them on everything they need to
know. And they can go through a
track all the way through brokership.
We try to help them so they can not
only be a really good realtor with lots
of experience, but have a lot of sup-
port. They can also become a broker
and expand the Charitable Realty
reach. We have two other associ-
ate brokers on the staff, we have an
appraiser and we have an inspector

on the team”

The team members truly operate
as a family in addition to taking part
in quarterly fun events and volun-
teering in the community. And a
glance at their reviews shows numer-
ous happy customers.

For more information about
Charitable Realty, call 817-825-8293,
visit their office at 405 S. FM 1187 in

Aledo, or visit CharitableRealty.org.

CHARITABLE
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Located in Downtown Aledo
Sunday Mornings: 9:30am Small Group

1OL5am Waorship

wwuJ.crossingaledo.com

ATEX TRASH
(@ SERVICE

PROVIDING EXCELLENT
SERVICE FOR THOSE
OUTSIDE THE CITY LIMITS

WEEKLY SERVICE:
! $35 PER MONTH

A Locally owned and
% operated since 2010
5 Tiv GREEN:

¥ 817-344-8464
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® School spirit shirts ® Chenille Jackets & Patches
* Baby Items ® Hats ® Business Apparel ® Personal
* We have done apparel decoration over 20 years!

OUTFITTERS

817.478.6377 or 817.602.1999
hollandoutfitter@gmail.com

For Momimy & Me

203 E. Oak Street 76008
682-214-0408

>>>
>>>

Chiropractic
Adult Chiropractic
Pediatric Chiropractic
Prenatal Chiropractic

Development
Primitive Reflex Integration
Melillo Method
Modern Day Sensory Gym

Massage
Medical Massage

Prenatal Massage Wellness
AromaTouch Massage Infrared Sauna
Cold Laser

Functional Blood Work
Food Sensitivity Testing
Health + Wellness Supplements
Whole Body Vibration

Bodywork
Body Unwinding
Shockwave for Sports Injuries
Myofascial release
Injury Recall
Craniosacral Therapy

Dr. Michelle Parker, DC
Dr. Kayla Ahlfinger, DC
Dr. Leslie Hasbini, DC
Rachel Gasbi, Massage Therapist

We go the
distance fo care
for your pet!

Grooming
Boarding
Heated &
Cooled

Indoor &
Outdoor
Runs

24 Hour
Attendant

Ring Leaders Kennel
Aledo 817-441-8071
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Obituaries

Charlie Lawrence
Charlie Lawrence
passed away on July 17,
2022.
Born in Breckenridge

on May 19, 1941, he was ﬁ ==
the youngest of nine chil- VA

dren. He grew up on a 3
ranch, riding horses, herd-
ing cattle, roping calves,
cheekily driving at age six
to get this and that. His
was a childhood remem-
bered equally for its hard work and
responsibilities, as well as its unpar-
alleled freedom.

He attended school in Albany,
Texas, and graduated from Albany
High School in 1959 (in a class of
41) - a proud Lion to the end of his
days. During his time at Albany, he
competed in various sports includ-
ing basketball, rodeo, and football;
he was quite the calf roper and foot-
ball athlete.

He made lifelong friends while at
Albany, primary among them Jackie
Eubanks, Pete Jones, and Buddy
Webb. After graduation he went
on to play football at Cisco Junior
College, later transferring to and
graduating from North Texas State
University. During summers in high
school and college he worked in
the oil field for his brother-in-law,
Wilburn Riley.

This experience left a lasting
impression on him and would factor
into later life decisions to inspire
great success in others. After gradu-
ating from North Texas, he began a
career as an educator and coach. He
initially coached in Weatherford for
the Kangaroos, later for the Aledo
Bearcats, where he took them to
their first state championship game.

After leaving coaching he
returned to the oil field. He led
or started various drilling compa-
nies including Riley Drilling, Inc.,
Lawrence-Cannon Drilling, Inc. and
Texas-Wyoming Drilling, Inc.

Beyond his work life, he loved
sports, loved to compete, and to
watch his children compete. In his
spare time, he did find the time for
an occasional round of golf here and
there. He loved games practically

Charlie Lawrence

of any sort, especially the
domino game “42,” which
was a family favorite.

Later in life his de
facto home teams were the
- ’ Brock Eagles and the Aledo
" *f Bearcats. If they were your
% team, too, then you proba-
bly saw him at Brock and
or Aledo football, basket-
ball, and softball games.
Charlie was that kind of
person that saw a friend
and the good in everyone he met,
was trustworthy to a fault, and gen-
uinely did his level best to have a
purposeful and positive impact on
those that he met and came to know.

He was extremely proud of his
time as a coach where he got to
know many young men and was
always hopeful that, in some way, he
was able to make some difference in
their lives. He was able to see things
in them they couldn’t see in them-
selves and worked hard to bring the
best out of someone. The same can
be said of his time in the oil field for
those that worked with and for him.
They worked hard together, and he
looked after them.

Charlie was preceded in death
by his parents, Pearl and Albert
Lawrence; sisters, Betty, Florence,
and Lucille; and his brothers Gray,
John T., and Monroe.

Survivors include his wife,
Julie, of Weatherford; sons, Stacy
(Melinda) of Richardson, Ryan
(Leslie) of Houston, daughter
Amanda (Danny) of Mineral Wells;
grandchildren Sophie, Margaux and
Ian of Richardson, Jonah and Ellis
of Houston, and Lucy and Olivia
of Mineral Wells; brother, Rayford
(Margaret) Lawrence of Abilene,
sister Geraldine Lewis of Midland,
sister-in-law Janice Phelan of
Austin; numerous nieces and neph-
ews, including Candy Riley, Janice
Riley, Ginger Bartee, and Ken
Lawrence, all of Albany.

The service was scheduled for 2
p-m. on Thursday, July 21, at First
Baptist Church of Dennis. Graveside
will be at 10 a.m. Friday, July 22, at

Greenwood Cemetery.
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Sandy Roberts (left), Catherine Hudson (right), and Hudson’s daughter Alexa surround Shelby, a horse with a
disease that will eventually cause her ligaments to give out.

LAYLA

from page one

Not all horses that come to
Layla Rose Ranch can be relocated
to homes. For example, Shelby, a
9-year-old Rocky Mountain, is a
forever resident. She has a disease
through which, over time, her liga-
ments will completely give out.

“We know she’s in really good
hands here,” Catherine said, fight-
ing back a tear.

Layla is a 2-year-old after which
the ranch is named. She is Shelby’s
baby.

Layla Rose Ranch is 100% oper-
ated by volunteers. Every bit of any
proceeds raised goes toward the
care of the horses.

“There is no paid position,”
Catherine stressed.

Matt is the Chief Experience
Officer at Work Wear Safety, based
in Fort Worth.

“Finding your passion, no mat-
ter what stage in life, truly changes
who you are and what your were
created to be,” he said of Catherine.
“She brings light into the lives of
otherwise hopeless situations. And
that’s a pretty amazing opportunity
for any of us.”

Catherine said she has a half
dozen volunteers helping out. One
of those is Pete Zachrison, who, like
Catherine, came from the city but
fell in love with horses.

“I'd never done anything like
this before,” he said. I'm a city boy.
I moved here from Las Vegas, but I
rode a couple horses on trails and
now I just love it.”

If youd like to be a volunteer,
you can sign up on their website,
https://laylaroseranch.org/. There’s
also a place to donate supplies from
their Amazon wish list, and good ol’
fashioned monetary donations can
also be made on there.

Also, if you are interested in
adopting, you can register to do
that on the website as well. As one
might expect, the application pro-
cess is very thorough.

“We're really strict,” Catherine
said. “The goal is for the ones that
are adoptable, to get them to a place
where they trust people again, to
get them to a place where they will
be loved like they deserve to be.”

Catherine noted that Annetta
Mayor Sandy Roberts was
impressed with the ranch and even
spoke at an event there recently.
In fact, Catherine said the mayor

asked her to speak at an upcoming
city council meeting.

“On behalf of the town of
Annetta we are honored to have
Layla horse rescue as part of our
community,” Roberts said. “We are
a rural town that takes care of not
just our two-legged citizens but our
four-legged friends too.”

Catherine admits she gets close
to the horses. When you're saving
an animal’s life, you're a very caring
person to begin with.

Also, being with him is simply
some of her favorite time.

“Theyre very peaceful, very
therapeutic. I just love hanging out
with them,” she said. “The three we
adopted out, I cried. You spend so
much time with them.”
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Art Camp

The Weatherford Art
Association will host Art
Camp from 10 a.m. to
noon for four weeks in
July. The first week will
run from Tuesday, July

5 to Friday, July 8. The
remaining weeks will run
from Monday-Thursday at
Central Christian Church
Cuppett Hall, 1602 S. Main
Street in Weatherford.
Campers will be divided
into two age groups: grades
K-2 (ages 5-7) and grades
3-5 (ages 8-10). The cost
for the camp is $60 per
student per week (t-shirt
included). To register, visit
www.weatherfordart.com
and look for payments/
donations. For more infor-
mation, call K. Cunning at
817-694-0245 or Jill Harper
at 817-980-6159.

SATURDAY, JULY23

WC Summer Stage pres-
ents ‘Little Red Riding
Hood’

The Weatherford College
Summer Stage Children’s
Series presents “Little Red
Riding Hood"” by Heath
Thompson July 23-24 and
July 30-31 in the Alkek Fine
Arts Center, 239 College
Park Drive in Weatherford.
Showtimes are 11 a.m. on
Saturdays and 2 p.m. on
Sundays. Admission is

free and doors open 30
minutes prior to showtime.
The cast consists of Tyle
Sabbatini as Little Red,
Nickoli Wooten as the Wolf,
Saphira Buchfink at Betsy
and Nate Field as Chuck.
Ethan Sebree, a WC theatre
student, is directing the
production. The high-en-
ergy, interactive play fol-
lows the traditional story
of Little Red Riding Hood
with a few silly twists. The

show runs approximately
30 minutes and is targeted
toward children ages 10
and younger.

SUNDAY. JULY24

Howdy Party

The Parker County Aggie
Moms’ Club will host

its annual Howdy Party

to welcome new Aggies
and celebrate all things
Texas A&M from 6-10 p.m.
Sunday, July 24, at Shep’s,
202 Fort Worth Hwy in
Weatherford. This event

is their annual fundraiser
for student scholarships.
The evening will include
live and silent auctions,
Yell Practice, Aggie Mom
Boutique, catered chicken
fried steak dinner, keynote
speaker Cliff Dugosh ‘86,
recognition of 2022 schol-
arship recipients, and more.
Tickets are $25 and may be
purchased at https://park-
ercomoms.aggienetwork.
com.

ERIDAY, JULY29

International piano com-
petition

Finalists announced for
4th annual International
Piano Competition:
Finalists for the fourth
annual Weatherford
College International Piano
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final round of the

fourth Annual Weatherford Spooner studied at the

Competition will perform
live in the Alkek Fine Arts
Center on July 29 and 30.
Contestants from all over
the world submitted online
entries including pianists
from Canada, Poland,
China, Korea and the
United States.

Preliminary rounds judges
selected the top perform-
ers in two age divisions:
Junior and Young Artist. “It
has been an incredible time

College International Piano
Competition taking place in
the Alkek July 29-30.

“We are fortunate to have
him as a judge and to

host this recital,” said Dr.
Hyeyoung Song, WC’s mas-
ter pianist and founder of
the competition.

His program includes
works by Scarlatti, Chopin,
Schubert/Liszt, Rienzi
along with his own compo-
sitions.

Thilisi Conservatory,
Moscow Conservatory, and
at Indiana University. He
has released more than

30 recordings, his latest
being a 10-volume project
“Aspects of Liszt” that
explores the many facets of
the Liszt repertoire.

ERIDAY, AUGUSTS

Walsh Kinder Camp
Walsh Elementary School
will host Walsh Kinder

Camp from 10-11:30 a.m.
on Friday, Aug. 5.

All kinder students and
their families are welcome
to participate in a Q&A
with the principal, meet the
kinder team of teachers,
learn about campus proce-
dures, connect with other
kinder families, and learn
about campus volunteer
activities.

The event will end with
popsicles on the play-
ground.

SATURDAY, AUGUST6

Summer Sidewalk Shop
Carve & Cask will host a
Summer Sidewalk Shop
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on
Saturday, Aug. 6 at 243
Willow Bend Drive in Willow
Park.

A variety of local small
businesses will be on hand,
and the shopping will be on
Tax Free Weekend.

Send event information to
events@community-news.
com.

.. .. 1-20 ANIMAL HOSPITAL
817-341-3331
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GENERAL PET WELLNESS
HEALTH CARE
e INTERNAL MEDICINE
e SURGERY

General and Advanced
e RADIOLOGY

Digital including dental
e LASER THERAPY
e Computed Tomography

(CT scan)-NEW!
3713 Fort Worth Hwy

Hudson Oaks, TX 76087

OPEN 24 H
DAILY

OURS

e EMERGENCY & CRITICAL
CARE

e COMPLETE IN-HOUSE
LABORATORY

e DENTAL CARE
General and Advanced

e ULTRASONOGRAPHY

e ONCOLOGY

e ENDOSCOPY

Between Exits 415 and 414

www.I-20animalhospital.com

Bobby J Rigues, Agent
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bobby@bobbyrigues.com
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I’'m here to help you protect
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LET’S TALK TODAY.

o StateFarm’

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL

ORTHODONTICS

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

MyserOrtho.com « 817-441-8700 « Aledo & Willow Park

CHARITABLE
REALTY

A FULL SERVICE REAL ESTATE FIRM
Il . "
([Jhere Commissions
_ , ii
Become [Jonations

OVER $630,000 DONATED TO CHARITY!

ALEDO, DFW, MIDLAND,
AMARILLO, & AUSTIN

817.825.8293

405 S. FM 1187, SUITE 400
ALEDO, TX 76008

CHARITABLEREALTY.ORG

X
OF PROPANE
1958-2019

Propane Sales
and Service
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2100 Burton Street * Weatherford, Texas 76087
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Wildfire danger

continues to rise

Gary Borders

gborders@texaspress.com

As we cross the halfway point of July, wildfire
danger continues to increase across the state.
On Friday, July 15, Texas A&M Forest Service
firefighters responded to 15 new wildfires that
burned 651 acres. As of Sunday, there were eight
active wildfires; the largest was the Nethery
Road Fire in Kimble County, involving an esti-
mated 3,500 acres. It has been 70% contained.

The forest service is taking to the air to aug-
ment fire suppression efforts on the ground. It
has opened the Austin Airtanker Base at the
Austin-Bergstrom International Airport. The
service has three dozen aircraft mobilized at 17
airports around the state for wildfire response.
The Austin Airtanker Base will serve as a
reload station for aircraft coming and going to
wildfires. It is the only airport in the state set
up for what is known as a Very Large Airtanker,
or DC-10.

Forest service aircraft can get anywhere in
Texas in less than one hour. Since being placed
in operation in early December, they have
flown 4,641 hours and dumped 6.8 million gal-
lons of water and retardant on Texas wildfires.

“This year, we have utilized aviation resourc-
es for response in areas experiencing significant
wildfire activity,” said Jared Karns, with the for-
est service. “These aircraft provide support to
ground crews and assist in protecting homes as
well as other critical infrastructure.”

There are now 212 counties across the state
with burn bans — 84% of the total number of
Texas counties.

Fourth consecutive month

with rain deficit

Unsurprisingly, June was warmer and drier
for much of Texas, according to Dr. Mark
Wentzel, hydrologist with the Texas Water
Development Board. At the end of June,
drought conditions covered 86% of the state,
up eight percentage points from May.

“That all adds up to the conclusion that
Texas is in a significant drought, the worst
since 2011, but not worse than 2011,” Wentzel
wrote.

The drought predictably is having an effect
on the state’s water supply reservoirs, which
are at 75% of capacity, 10 percentage points
below normal for this time of year, according
to TWDB.

Six ways to save water

in summer heat
TDWSB is offering six tips on saving water

in a state whose population is expected to

increase from 29.5 million in 2021 to 51.1 mil-

lion in 2070 — a 73% increase that will put a

strain on water supplies. Water conservation

is one of the major strategies recommended in
the 2022 state water plan. Here are the tips:

» Water landscape in the early morning and
at night when winds are calmer and tem-
peratures lower.

e Design a water-wise landscape with native
shrubs, trees and grasses. Native plants
have adapted to a region’s climate and con-
serve water more efficiently.

» Follow local watering restrictions. They’re
there for a reason: to make sure a commu-
nity doesn’t run out of water.

e Manage in-ground irrigation systems and
check sprinkler heads. Avoid leaving sys-
tems on automatic settings that may come
on when it isn’t necessary — like during a
thunderstorm.

* Consider installing a rainwater harvesting
system. In general, for every inch of rain
that falls on a 2,000-square-foot roof, about
1,000 gallons of water can be collected.
Find out more here: tinyurl.com/mryburys.

» Cover your pool or spa when not in use,
since evaporation throughout the summer
can add up to the equivalent of a pool’s
volume.

TxDOT approves $146 million for

statewide transit

Two grants totaling $146 million have
been announced by the Texas Department of
Transportation to fund transit providers across
the state, particularly in rural areas.

“This funding is critical to ensuring every-
one in Texas, especially in rural areas, has
access to where they need to go safely and reli-
ably, TxDOT Transportation Commissioner
Alvin New said.

Transit agencies can use the funds, which
come from both federal and state coffers, to
cover maintenance costs, buy new buses, build
new facilities and expand services to more peo-
ple, according to TxDOT. The funding is a 65%
increase over last summer’s funds, in large part
due to federal funds from the infrastructure act
passed last year.

O’Rourke outraises Abbott

in last four months

Democratic gubernatorial challenger Beto
O’Rourke raised $27.3 million from Feb. 20 to
June 20, outpacing Gov. Gregg Abbott’s $25
million, according to the Austin American-
Statesman. Abbott still has a commanding lead
in cash on hand, with $4:6 million in the bank.
The O’Rourke campaign has not released how
much cash it has on hand.

The O’'Rourke campaign said nearly all its
donations were made online, at an average of
$54. Teachers gave more money than people
from any other occupation.

The latest poll indicates the race for gover-
nor has tightened, though Abbott still holds a
6-point lead — 45% to 39%.

BA.2 variant of COVID-19

spurs hike in cases

With the highly transmissible BA.2 variant
of COVID-19 now the dominant strain, the
number of new cases continues to rise in Texas
and elsewhere. The Coronavirus Resource
Center at Johns Hopkins University reported
107,367 new cases in Texas during the past
week, up 27% from the previous week. A total
of 124 new deaths were reported, just slight-
ly up from the previous week. The number
of lab-confirmed COVID-19 hospitalizations
rose slightly to 3,240, according to the Texas
Department of State Health Services.

Nearly 60% of the state’s entire population
is fully vaccinated, according to DSHS, with
7.178 million Texans also getting at least one
booster shot.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-winning Texas
Journalist. He published a number of communi-
ty newspapers in Texas during a 30-year span,
including in Longview, Fort Stockton, Nacogdoches
and Cedar Park. Email: gborders@texaspress.com.
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Guest Column

Big Tech is steamrolling
America’s newspapers

Brett Wesner

Google and Facebook have enormous
economic and political power in society -
especially over the news industry. Many ask
if they have played a role in the misinforma-
tion that erodes our free press and plagues
our democracy.

Google and Facebook have a duopoly
of the distribution of digital news content,
which drives people to their platforms
where they make money. The platforms
hoard critical data and use clever tactics,
like reframing stories in rich previews, to
keep users on their sites — siphoning off the
advertising revenue that small and local
publishers need and weakening their ability
to be rewarded for their own content.

Google and Facebook generated $4 mil-
lion in U.S. advertising revenue every 15
minutes during the first quarter of 2022.
That amount could fund hundreds of local
journalists in every state in the country.

It’s no wonder that, despite record news
consumption, local newspapers across the
country have seen diminished revenues -
leading many to lay off journalists or go out
of business. Local newspapers simply can’t
compete with these national platforms,
Google and Facebook. The imbalance of
power between these platforms and local
newspapers - let alone any single local
paper - is so vast that newspapers cannot
negotiate the exploitation of news. But anti-
trust laws shield Google and Facebook from
the possibility of news publishers working
together to demand better terms.

No company should have this much con-
trol over the news. Congress must take action
to curb undue influence of Big Tech on the
news media industry - and the Journalism
Competition and Preservation Act (JCPA)
aims to do just that.

The JCPA is specifically designed to
address Google’s and Facebook’s anticom-
petitive practices. The proposed legislation

The proposed
legislation would
provide a temporary,
limited antitrust safe
harbor for small and
local news
publishers to
collectively negotiate
with Facebook and
Google for fair
compensation for
the use of their
content.

would provide a temporary, limited anti-
trust safe harbor for small and local news
publishers to collectively negotiate with
Facebook and Google for fair compensation
for the use of their content. The policy also
incentivizes and rewards publishers who
invest in their journalists and newsroom
personnel, awarding outlets with demon-
strated investments in their staff a larger
portion of the funds that result from the
negotiations.

By addressing Google’s and Facebook’s
monopoly power and ensuring more sub-
scription and advertising dollars flow back
to publishers, the JCPA not only protects
and promotes quality news, but also encour-
ages competition.

In today’s partisan political climate,
it is rare for Democrats and Republicans
to agree on anything - but the JCPA is
one important exception. Members of
Congress on both sides of the aisle agree:
we need to pass the JCPA to ensure that
publishers - especially small and local pub-
lishers — are treated fairly and can serve
their communities.

Brett Wesner is the Chair of the National
Newspaper Association and president Wesner
Publications in Cordell, Oklahoma.
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RODEO

Bushaw making drive to nationals

By Rick Mauch
The Community News

Will Bushaw may not be
old enough to drive a car
on his own yet, but he sure
knows how to steer a horse
around a rodeo arena with
no assistance.

Bushaw will turn 16 in
September, and his mother,
Aimee, said he, like all teenag-
ers, “Can’t wait to get wheels.”

In the meantime, the
Peaster High School sopho-
more is hoping to continue
his upward trajectory on his
current mode of transpor-
tation - at least around the
ranch and in the arena - as
he competes in the National
High School Finals Rodeo
next week in Gillette,
Wyoming. The competi-
tion began Sunday and runs
through July 23 featuring the
top high school rodeo com-
petitors in the United States.

Bushaw, 15, is coming
off winning the boys cut-
ting championship at the
Texas High School Rodeo
Association Finals in Abilene
in mid-June. In doing so he
continually improved with
each go-round, scoring 151
in the opening session, 152
in the second and finishing
with a 154 score to win the
overall title by 2.5 points.

His performance also
paved the way for him to
be named the Texas High
School Rodeo Rookie of the
Year.

This all came on the heels
of a fourth-place finish in
Region 3 of the Texas High
School Rodeo Association in
the regular season.

Of course, every great
rodeo competitor will say
success starts with having
the right horse. Bushaw pre-
sented high praise for his
trusty steed.
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Will Bushaw will compete in the National High School Finals
Rodeo next week in Gillette, Wyoming.

“My Horse, Velvets
Revolver, is extremely talent-
ed and we get along great.
He is a 10-year-old geld-
ing with earnings of almost
$300,000,” Bushaw said.
“He is the nicest horse ever
and very good to be around.”

Bushaw is competing at
nationals for the first time,
though he watched and learned
from another great rider close
to him. His brother, Charles
Russell, was a two-time
THSRA state champion and
national qualifier in cutting.

The brothers are also
both National Cutting
Horse Association champi-
onships. Charles is a past
Amateur and Limited Non
Professional Futurity win-
ner, while Will captured
the 2020 National Youth
Cutting Horse Association
Junior Youth world title and
the 2020 NCHA Summer
Spectacular Derby.

Will was also the 2017
NYCHA Junior Rookie of
the Year.

“I come from a cutting
family, my parents, grand-
parents, and uncles have
done it their entire lives,”
Will said. “I was 3 years old
the first time I ever showed.”

Along with the thrill of
competition, Will said it’s
simply fun. In fact, it’s also
relaxing. Well, not in the arena
so much, but certainly being
in the atmosphere he loves.

“I enjoy spending time
with my friends at shows,
and just being around horses
in general. It is something
we do as a family,” he said.

There is a danger involved
in what the Bushaw brothers
do so well. In fact, Will once
broke his wrist riding bare-
back in his pasture when he
slid off the horse.

“It can potentially be dan-
gerous, so you have to make
smart decisions and main-
tain your tack,” he said. “That
is probably the worst injury I
have ever had horseback.”

Will plans to attend Texas
A&M University after high
school, where he wants to major
in business. He then wants to
help run the family ranch.

And, of course, he wants
to keep competing in cutting
as much as possible.

“Unfortunately, cutting is
not a collegiate sport, but
I will continue to cut as a
hobby for the rest of my life,”
he said.
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Fitness Center | Dog Park | Full-service Salon
24/7 On-site Staff | Spacious, Designer Residences
No Maintenance, No Worries, All the Fun!

CALL: 682-255-1320
HarvestOfAledo.com

1043 Bailey Ranch Rd. Aledo, TX 76008
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Comeback Season

The Cade Pulido Story

By Nolan Ruth
The Community News

A phrase originating from the
mid-19th century says “If at first you
don’t succeed, try, try again” The
phrase has caught plenty of mean-
ing in the past 200 years, with many
prime examples.

For the past two years, Aledo
Bearcat infielder Cade Pulido has
truly embodied that phrase. The
2022 graduate overcame a setback
from his junior year to completely
redeem himself in his senior year.

Pulido started playing baseball at
an early age and grew into the game
throughout his childhood. Once he
moved to his club team, he connect-
ed with his future Aledo teammates
for the first time.

“I was about 3 and playing t-ball,”
Pulido explained. “Then as I grew
up I moved into select ball around
8 years old. That’s where I met all
my buddies like Ethan [Jaques],
Hunter [Rudel], Carter [Shands],
Adrian [Guzman] but then I sep-
arated from them and went to a
different team.”

After rejoining his classmates for
their freshman year, the COVID-19
pandemic prevented the 2020 base-
ball season from being completed.

The early termination hurt Pulido

mark on a full season.

Through hard work and determination, Cade Pulido landed a spot on the 2022 Bearcats’ roster.

“He battled for playing time,”
as he was prevented from making a Aledo baseball head coach Chad
Barry remembered. “Towards the

If we don’t ever believe that they
can then we have to start looking
at other options. And he kind of fell
into that category in his sophomore
year.

With life starting to return back
to normal just in time for the 2021
baseball season, players, fans, and
coaches anticipated a full season to
take place as tryouts began.

“I worked really hard that whole
offseason,” Pulido said. “I knew
the situation I was going to be in
and that I had to outwork people.
During the tryout process I thought
I did pretty decent, but we always
think that we can do better”

“We, as a program, try not to put
juniors on JV,” Barry explained. “We
felt like we had a good second base-
man in Guzman and as well Keaton
Laidley before he got hurt. We just
felt like he had two guys that were
the same age as him that would be
playing in front of him.

Pulido was left off of the final
cut list, making it an unprecedent-
ed spring without baseball for the
young infielder.

“I got a text from Barry telling
me to come to his office,” Pulido
said. “I remember thinking ‘Oh
no, this is not going to be good. I

KRISTIN MORALES

end of their sophomore year, we
start to really say ‘Can they really

play for us on the varsity or not?’
Turn to PULIDO, page 12
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the life of
the unit.



https://www.community-news.com/stories/comeback-season-the-cade-pulido-story,4593

8 July 22, 2022

THE CoMMUNITY NEWS

Aledo All-Stars win world series

By Nolan Ruth
The Community News

Part of growing up in Aledo for the local
youth is playing ball at Aledo Athletics off of
Bankhead Highway in the spring. Since 1976
the nonprofit organization has provided Aledo
youth the opportunity to play baseball and
softball from age 4 all the way through middle
school.

At the end of every spring season, the all-
star teams take shape and start competing in
summer tournaments, culminating with a world
series in July.

After the spring season of 2022, coach Jacob
Henderson selected his 10U team from the
nominees submitted by the coaches from the
recreation league.

Once the team was selected, they started
playing in tournaments across the Dallas/Fort
Worth Metroplex. Many tournaments were
played against select teams, which raised the
competition level for the young squad.

“We played eight tournaments in nine weeks,”’
Henderson said. “We started with select team
tournaments which were above our competition
level, and won a couple, lost a bunch but learned
alot. Then we won two out of three all-star tour-
naments before heading to New Orleans.”

On Wednesday, July 13, the team traveled
to New Orleans for the United States Specialty
Sports Association World Series. For many of
the Kkids, it was their first time traveling for a
large baseball tournament.

“It was a once in a lifetime experience,”
Henderson said. “Five days of tournament base-
ball, just focused on them and playing some good
teams and good competition. The boys really
came together as a family and that’s what we
preached all summer.”

The first two days were spent in a round-rob-
in competition to determine seeding for the
double-elimination tournament. Aledo went
3-0-1 in the round-robin tournament, winning
their first game and tying the second game. The
next day, the team won both of their games to
clinch the top seed in the tournament.

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Aledo All-Star players shown include Aaron Dobles, Zach Faulkner, Ryan Frazier, Grady Gillium, Jack
Gwaltney, Shane Henderson, Robert Huff, Jonah Landreth, Logan Morrow, and Luke Underdahl.
Coaches are Jacob Henderson, James Morrow, Isaiah Huff, and Lee Gwaltney

However, the team lost their first tournament
game to Slidell, Louisiana, making every game
from that point on an elimination game.

In their two games on Saturday, the team
snuck by with scores of 6-2 and 9-8, setting up
a rematch with Slidell on the morning of July 17.
Aledo won the game 11-3 to set up the champi-
onship series with Pike County, Georgia.

Because Pike County did not lose a tourna-
ment game, Aledo had to win two games against
their counterpart from the southeast region of
the country. It was a close contest, but Aledo
squeaked out a 7-6 victory to set up a champion-
ship-deciding game immediately following.

With Henderson’s son Shane on the mound,
Aledo held Pike County to just four runs in the
game, while the heroes from Parker County
scored a whopping 12. With victory at the door-
step, Shane polished off the victory by striking
out the final batter and bringing the title back
to Aledo.

“What a great feeling that was,” Henderson
reminisced. “My son struck out the last guy
to win the game and all I remember is every-
one running towards third base, throwing their
gloves up in the air and there was a big dogpile

of celebration.”

KIRSTEN GALLON

Ethan Jacques

BASEBALL
Area athletes

honored by
THSBCA

By Rick Mauch
The Community News

Several players from Aledo and
Weatherford received postseason
honors from the Texas High School
Baseball Coaches Association
recently.

Named to the Class 5A All-
State Team from Aledo was senior
outfielder Ethan Jaques. From
Weatherford, also a senior out-
fielder, Jake Williams was selected.
Both were named third team.

Jaques helped the Bearcats to
a 29-12 record, the District 5-5A
championship, and into the Region
I final, where they fell in three
games to Mansfield Legacy.

Prior to the postseason, the
Bearcats entered the THSBCA
state rankings at No. 10 in the
poll. Their run ended against No.
5 Legacy.

Williams played a key role
in helping the Weatherford
Kangaroos to a 22-7-2 record and

Turn to HONORS, page 11
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Search: Willow Park Baptist Church
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GOLF

in Willow Park.

Aug. 2.

GOLF TEAM TRYOUTS

The Aledo High School golf teams will hold
tryouts on Monday, Aug. 1 and Tuesday, Aug. 2 at
Squaw Creek Golf Club, 1605 Ranch House Road

Tryouts for the women’s team will run from 5
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. on Monday, Aug. 1. Tryouts for
the men’s team will be the same hours on Tuesday,

Anyone wishing to try out should send the
name of the student athlete, grade, and number
of years playing competitive/tournament golf to
Coach Brian Mourning at bmourning@aledoisd.
org by 5 p.m. on July 29.

All players must bring up-to-date physicals,
their own golf clubs and balls, wear collared shirts
(tucked in), a knowledge of the game with a good
understanding of the basic rules, a copy of last
year’s report card, and their own water bottles.

The tryouts will consist of a short game evalu-
ation, a full swing evaluation, play three holes, golf
etiquette, and commitment to the team.

Mourning named new coach at AHS

Tryouts scheduled
Aug. 1-2

By Rick Mauch
The Community News

With the Texas heat, many
golfers like to hit the course in the
morning.

In Aledo, there is a brand
new Mourning in the golf pro-
gram, as in new head coach Brian
Mourning, who has taken over
both the boys and girls programs.
Morning replaces Joe Roquemore
and James Mullins, who led the
boys and girls to Class 5A State
Tournament appearances this
past season, respectively.

Mourning comes to Aledo
after having spent the past six
months as a tax preparer in Glen
Rose. Prior to that he had been
an assistant baseball coach at
Godley and head softball and golf
coach at Fort Worth Southwest
High School. He also worked in
the Keene ISD and has nearly 20
years experience in all.

Mourning, a 1994 graduate of
Godley High School, has a bach-
elor’s and master’s degree from
Texas Tech University, and he
will be teaching psychology and
sociology at Aledo High School.
He played football and ran track

for John Rhodes, a coach at Aledo
for 34 years and still a
coach of the Vault Cats
pole vault club.

“Coach Mourning
is a great addition to
our coaching staff, and
I'm excited to see him
continue to elevate our
golf program and keep

}
/)

5-7:30 p.m., with the girls going
on Monday and the
boys Tuesday.

“‘I'm looking for
kids to come out and
compete with a good
attitude and a great
effort,” Mourning
said. “When you make
mistakes, it’s an oppor-

up the great golf tradi-
tion we have in Aledo,”
Aledo Athletic Director
Steve Wood said.

Mourning, who lives in
Cresson and is a member at
DeCordova Bend Country Club
in Granbury, called Aledo a “per-
fect fit”

“I just feel like I need to be
in the classroom and out on the
course helping and leading young
people,” he said. “I feel like this is
where God is leading me to be.

“I can’t emphasize how
much coach Mullins and coach
Roquemore have helped me, and
coach Wood for his support. I'm
going to do my best to help these
kids out.”

Mourning has already hit the
ground running, with tryouts for
the Bearcats and Ladycats set
for Aug. 1-2 at Squaw Creek Golf
Course. Both tryouts are from

tunity for growth.

“This is an opportu-
nity for me to see these
kids and get to know them.”

Brian Mourning

Mourning stressed that
returning players - and Aledo has
plenty - also have to try out.

“I still want them to try out.
It’s another opportunity for them
to compete,” he said. “I want kids
to come to practice every day
knowing they’re going to have to
compete.”

Mourning also emphasized
that if some players can’t make
the tryout schedule because of a
conflict they contact him before
July 29 and something will be
arranged for separate tryouts.

“We’'ll work it out. I'm not
going to punish a kid for being
out of town for family vacation,”
he said. “I'm just excited to get
the season going.”

TIF WILLIAMS

The Weatherford Swim Team will be well-represented this weekend at the Texas
Amateur Athletic Federation Swim Meet in Corpus Christi. Pictured qualifiers are
(top row, from left) coach Tif Williams, Kody Burlison, Cullen Costello, Michael
Goff, Landry Crickman, Carson Goff, Kade Burlison, Eli Vanzant, Zach Edwards,
Saphira Buchfink, Michael Spillers, Hali Hughes, Elijah Helmrick, Ava Helmrick,
Lily Helmrick, coach Matt Williams, (Bottom, from left) Left to Right Colt Spillers,
Bowen Judd, Noah Wagnon, Max Gentry, Scarlett Burlison, Layla Olsen, Emma
Kechnie, Elizabeth Walters, Emma Circelli. Also qualified but not pictured are
Katie Cox, Landry Crickman, Blake D’Spain, Brady D’Spain, Abbie Farber, Noah
Farber, Calla Ferguson, Charlie Hixson, Izy Hixson, Campbell Hord, Brandon
Hughes, Abbie Lane, Brooklyn Nowakowski, Isa Vidal and Sydney Vidal.

WEATHERFORD COLLEGE

Alexandra Leatu, who

Leatu accepts position at
NCAA program

National Tournament and

coached the Weatherford
College women’s tennis team
in its return to competition
in 2021-22, has accepted
the head coach position at
Queens University.

Queens is a private uni-
versity in Charlotte, North
Carolina. Currently an NCAA
Division II program, the
university announced July 1
that it is making the jump to
Division I athletics.

After two decades without a ten-
nis team, Weatherford College hired
Leatu to build its program from the
ground up. In their first year, the
Coyotes finished eighth at the NJCAA

Leatu

were ranked as high as No. 7
by the Intercollegiate Tennis
Association.

Leatu came to WC after
serving as head coach at
Division I Georgia State
University. She played at
Vanderbilt University and
Baylor University.

“Alex did a great job of

building our program,” said

Bob McKinley, WC athletic director.

“We appreciate the solid foundation

she built here and wish her the best at
Queens.”

McKinley said a search for a new
WC women’s tennis coach is under way.

Matt Morris

GUS BATES

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS, PROPERTY & CASUALTY,
RETIREMENT PLAN SERVICES

Securities offered through Kestra Investment Services, LLC (Kestra IS), member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through Kestra
Advisory Services, LLC (Kestra AS), an affiliate of Kestra IS. Kestra IS and Kestra AS are not affiliated with Gus Bates Insurance & Investments.

817-529-5325

matt@gusbates.com

Proud to
Support the Aledo
Bearcats

it

@ ~ssociates

State of the Art Sterilization Room
Invisalign and Zoom! Whitening

Massage Chairs and HDTV

Water Purification System

S/ALLKI)

2551 River Park Dr. Suite 201 * Fort Worth, TX 76116
[EFAMILYADENTISTRYAWHEREJHONES TiYS&JINTEGRITYAMATTER!]

or7is DDS

6623 Corporation Pkwy Ste #140
Fort Worth, Texas 76126

FLOORING -KITCHEN-BATH

e Full Service Kitchen & Bath Remodeling ¢ All Flooring e
e Custom Cabinets ® Granite & Quartz Countertops *
e Painting ¢ Lighting ¢ Home Additions e
e Glass Shower Enclosures and Mirrors e
e Plumbing, Electrical, & Drywall ¢
Occupied Home Renovation Specialists

www.stantonandcompany.net
817-441-2790 » 817-731-5855

4824 Camp Bowie Blvd
Fort Worth, TX 76107

Looking for the Top Dog?

It’s a local call eclick ¢ e-mail!

817-441-7661 « www.community-news.com
Parker County’s only locally-owned newspaper

Visit us today at
1911 S. Main St.

Communi

CREDIT UNIO

ty

You’re worth more (to us)

Weatherford’s #1 Family Credit Union

(817) 835-5000

www.ftwccu.org

Open to those who live, work, or
attend school in Tarrant, Denton,
Parker, and Johnson Counties.



https://www.community-news.com/stories/mourning-named-new-coach-at-aledo-high-school,4586?
https://www.community-news.com/stories/weatherford-swimmers-at-state,4654
https://www.community-news.com/stories/leatuaccepts-position-at-ncaaprogram,4652
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Classifieds

July 17-23, 2022

ACREAGE

Own your piece of Texas TODAY! Prices start-
ing at $650/acre. Trans Pecos region. Also the
Hill Country (Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde
Counties - free ranging exotics), South Texas (Duval
County - whitetail, hogs). Large acreage or small.
30 year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down.
Call toll free or email for individual prices and terms.
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

AUCTIONS

101-Acre Commercial/Industrial Property — Aug.
30 — 3050 Hwy 16N, De Leon, TX (5 Miles North
of Intersection — Hwy 6 & Hwy 16). ExxonMobil
directs immediate sale. Low minimum bid: $50,000.
1,367’ frontage on Hwy 16. FineAndCompany.com,
312-278-0600.

Commercial/Industrial Land — Aug. 30 —Real Estate
to be sold Absolute, Regardless of Price. ExxonMobil
directs immediate sale: 3.7 Acres South of Marilyn St.,
Conroe, TX; 38,147 SF, 577 W. Santa Fe St., Conroe,
TX; 5.37 Acres, Mc Farland Rd., League City, TX.

Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC
home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low
Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE Quote. Call
now before the next power outage: 1-855-704-8579.

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One.

Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

WANTED

FREON WANTED: Certified buyer looking to
buy R11, R12, and R500 and more. Call Joe at
312-625-5322.

Need Extra Cash — I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes
—Travel Trailers, 5Sth Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition — Old/New, Dirty
or Clean! I PAY CASH. No Title — No Problem, we
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR

AUG. 30 - REAL ESTATE

AUCGTION

— EXXONMOBIL DIRECTS IMMEDIATE SALE —

101 ACRE COMMERCIAL/
INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY

3050 Hwy 16N, De Leon, TX
(5 Miles North of Intersection - Hwy 6 & Hwy 16)

LOW MINIMUM BID: $50,000

e 1,367 frontage on Hwy 16

e Easements: several active
pipelines, microwave tower
& third-party operated pump
station (non-income producing)

e Real Estate Taxes (2021):
$7,006.54

~ FINE

\’—\ & COMPANY LLC

NOTICE FOR
REQUEST FOR COMPETITIVE SEALED PROPOSALS FOR
GROUP HEALTH, DENTAL, VISION AND LIFE INSURANCE
FOR CITY OF WILLOW PARK EMPLOYEES AND DEPENDENTS

The City of Willow Park is seeking competitive sealed proposals

for group health, dental, vision and life insurance coverage, for City
employees and their dependents. Proposals shall be submitted in
accordance with the Proposal Specifications. Proposal specifications
may be picked up from Tommy Morris Agency LLC, P.0. Box 365,
Abilene, TX 79604, or by contacting the Tommy Morris Agency,

LLC at 325-673-4289. All sealed proposals must be marked Attn:
Health Bid Proposal and addressed to The Honorable Mayor and
Members of the City Council, City of Willow Park, 516 Ranch House
Road, Willow Park, Texas 76087 and may be delivered by hand, U.S.
Mail or other courier service to that address. All proposals must be
received by the City on or before 10:00 A.M. on August 15, 2022.
Sealed proposals received after the due date and time shall not be
considered by the City Council. Sealed proposals will then be opened
by the City Secretary at 10:15 A.M. on August 15, 2022 at the Willow
Park City Council Chambers, 516 Ranch House Road, Willow Park,
Texas, and read aloud at the proposal opening. Proposals will then be

analyzed by the Tommy Morris Agency who will make their recom-
mendations to the City Council.

FineAndCompany.com, 312-278-0600. Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

— EXXONMOBIL DIRECTS IMMEDIATE SALE —

COMMERCIAL/
INDUSTRIAL LAND

TO BE SOLD ABSOLUTE,

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network

221 Participating Texas Newspapers * Regional Ads
Start At $250 - Email ads@texaspress.com

The City Council retains the right to reject any and all proposals
submitted and to waive any irregularities in the proposals. The City
Council may award the proposal that presents the best value for the
City. In determining the best value for the City, the City Council shall
consider: (1) the purchase price; (2) the reputation of the proposer
and of the proposer’s services; (3) the quality of the proposer’s
services; (4) the extent to which the services meet the City’s needs;
(5) the proposer’s past relationship with the City; and (6) the total
long-term cost to the City to acquire the proposer’s services. Please
note that to obtain the best final offer, the City may permit revisions
to the proposals after submission and before the award of the con-
tract pursuant to LGC Section 252.042(b). For additional information,
interested providers should contact Tommy Morris Agency at 325-

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

REGARDLESS OF PRICE

LOOK!
CARPETS

3.7 ACRES

South of Marilyn St.
Conroe, TX

e Zoning: None

38,147 SF

577 W. Santa Fe St.
Conroe, TX

e Some fencing

9.37 ACRES

Mc Farland Rd.
League City, TX

¢ 1,200’ frontage

e Utilities: None e Zoning: None o Real Estate Taxes 673-4289.
c L EA N E D ¢ Real Estate Taxes ¢ Real Estate Taxes (2021): $199 Signed
(2021): $2,751.02 (2021): $2,285.77 e Zoning: Public/

Crystal Dozier
City Secretary
City of Willow Park

This notice shall be published in The Community News on July 15,
2022 and July 22, 2022.

Semi-Public

Two rooms $59.00. No hidden charges -
39 years experience - 817-219-6437

VISIT FINEANDCOMPANY.COM FOR MORE EXXONMOBIL PROPERTIES
FineAndCompany.com 312.278.0600 ({)JLL

Fine & Company, LLC - TX Real Estate Broker, Lic. # #604584; Renee Y. Jones - TX Auctioneer, Lic. # #9270 ¥

Business Cards

BILLY HARRIS ROOFING

Vanity Tops Tubs
Whirlpool Tubs Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE

2927 Greenlee Park Trail
Weatherford, Texas 76088

DRAKE
ELECTRICAL
SERVICES L.L.C.

817-441-8633

« » NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS *
RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL

Same Name & Number Since 1973

817-249-3338 Same Crews Since 1992 ﬂ s

With the same name and number since 1973, Billy Hamis Roofing is here before, during and after the Texas
storms. Billy Harris Roofing has had the same crews since 1992 which has paved the way to 10 consecutive
Angie’s List Super Service Awards since 2006. Billy Harris Roofing prides itself on quality... not quantity!
Give the experts a call today and find out for yourself why thousands of life-long customers
have put their trust in Billy Harris Roofing * 817-249-3338 » www.billyharris-roofing.com

HEARING
CARE CENTER

4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702

Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre

Phone: 817.263.1971

Natural Granite ¢ Solid Surface ¢ Silestone
817-341-8970

SERVICE AND REPAIR « LICENSED & INSURED
TECL #19987

NEED EXTRA CASHI!III???

1 BUY RVs &
MOBILE HOMES

Travel Trailers « 5th Wheels
Goosenecks « Bumper Pulls

Anywhere in Texas!!! Any Condition!!!
Old/New !!!  Dirty or Clean !!!

1 PAY CASH 956-466-7001

No Title — No Problem — We Can Apply For One
ANR Enterprises

RELICO

ROOFING

“You Jingle...We Shingle
Holly Green, Owner 817.441.6973

10943 S FM 1187 Road service@brettcoroofing.com
Fort Worth, Texas 76126

™y

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com

€ 0e®
2

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100

Aledo, TX 76008

Bus. 817-441-4108 * Fax 800-656-0301
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

3

Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

LANCE NORMAN ROOFING

* COMPOSITION SHINGLES
* WOOD SHINGLES

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL * NEW ROOFS * REROOFS

Insurance Claims Handled * REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 - mobile (817) 996-2726

1187 MINI'STO RA

We have lots of room
for your stuff!

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

(817) 249-2028 Ken Hartman, Proprietor

*Livestock Feed
*Pet Food
*Bagged Fertilizer
*Salt Products
*Deer Feeders

i
ALEDOD [FEED

& SUPPLY

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

KIMBERLY MEYER, ABR, CRS, GRI
REALTOR®

Cell (817) 929-0347

kimberly.meyer @cbdfw.com

4500 Hartwood Dr, Fort Worth, TX 76109-1840

www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer
Global Luxury Specialist

Monday - Friday
8:00am to 5:30pm
Saturday
8:00am to 12:30pm

215 Mesquite St. * Aledo, Texas 76008+ 817-378-4423

1515 E. FM 1187 - Aledo, Texas * 8I7 504- 7662
24-Hour Access - Immediate Move-in - Boat & RV parking - $45
Available Sizes: 10x10 ($60), 10x20 ($90), 10x30 ($|35)

SO

Operated by a subsidary
g of NRT, LLC m

Office: 817-565-4658
Talk and text 817-771-9661

Moss

NG SERVICES

TRACTOR MOWT INSURANCE
' ROSS GUTTERS GROUP

In Business Since 1995 Megan Hendricks 705 N. FM 1187

PO Box 967

Director of Operations

5 & 6 Inch Seamless Gutters ¢ Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial * New & Repair
FREE SPLASH BLOCKS FOR A LIMITED TIME

Aledo, TX 76008
Tel: 817-441-9053
Fax: 817-441-7145

www.doylemoss.com
Email: megan@doylemoss.com

CALEB W,
817-280-2709

COX
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BASEBALL

Rosson to renew

Two years of eligibility
remain
By Nolan Ruth

The Community News

When Hunter Rosson graduated
from Aledo High School in 2018, his
future in the game of baseball looked
bright. He had been a major part
in the Bearcats baseball program
through his time in high school and
it was time for the next step.

After a long and winding road of
obstacles, Rosson announced on July 11
that he would spend his final two years
of eligibility at Ohio State University.

Initially out of high school,
Rosson decided to stay close to home
and play ball for the Weatherford
College Coyotes of the North Texas
Junior College Athletic Conference.

When the fall season started in
2018, things took a wrong turn for
Rosson as he suffered a hamstring
injury during conditioning drills
that kept him sidelined.

“I thought it was a cramp at first,”
Rosson explained. “It never really
went away. I tried to stay off of it, I
tried to do rehab and it eventually
felt better. Then a week later I tore
it, so I didn’t have a fall season my
freshman year.”

After nursing the injury over the
next few months, Rosson worked his
way back and ended up being named
the starting shortstop for the spring.
Not long into the season, the injury
came up again, forcing him to miss
the majority of the season until the
final two series of the regular season.

The following summer, he
traveled to California to play in a
summer collegiate league, but yet
again the hamstring continued to
cause problems.

“Thankfully, I didn’t tear it again,”
Rosson remembered. “It definitely
started bothering me again, though,
so I shut it down after only a week of
being out there. Basically, my whole
freshman year was kind of just a
wash, so it was frustrating.”

In the fall of 2019, the Coyotes
appeared to have a truly special team
on their hands. Then Rosson got
another curveball with the breakout
of the COVID-19 pandemic, shut-
ting down the season prematurely.

£
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Hunter Rosson is shown playing in his junior year at Aledo High School.

“We had a really good team,”
Rosson recalled. “We were at the top
of our conference, we had a couple
(NCAA) Division I guys, a couple
draft guys, I feel like we could have
gone pretty far in the postseason.”

Due to the pandemic, Rosson
was given the option of staying at
Weatherford for another year or
transferring to a bigger college.
With all college athletes getting the
same option at all levels, he decided
to stay another year, hoping to get
more playing time.

“I had a couple schools that
offered me,” Rosson said. “I had a
decision to make, and I kind of knew
that the DI schools would be pretty
backlogged, so I just decided that
Weatherford was my best option.”

The Coyotes had a number of
other players decide to stay, keep-
ing a talented roster together and
starting off the season with a bang.
Rosson, who had been moved to left
field, hit a home run in the opening
tournament to start the promising
campaign.

Then, in the final game of the
tournament, Rosson reinjured the
same hamstring.

“I hit a ball up the middle that
the shortstop made a play on,”
Rosson described. “I ended up being
safe at first because of the throw, but
because it was so late and the game

went so long I just felt my hamstring
pop again.”

Again, Rosson missed the majority
of the season with his injury. Despite
the time on the injured list, he fought
back late in the season and earned
second-team all-conference honors.

He ended his career at
Weatherford with a career total .305
batting average in 269 at-bats with
14 home runs and 52 runs batted in.

“‘I'm super thankful for every-
thing that (head) coach (Jeff)
Lightfoot, coach (Judson) Kinzy,
and coach (Colton) Turner did for
me while I was at Weatherford,”
Rosson said. “They were patient
with all my injuries and gave me the
opportunity out of high school that
a lot of other schools didn’t. I have
great relationships with everyone
on that staff and I'm just extremely
thankful I was given the opportunity
to represent Weatherford College for
three years.”

With his eligibility at the junior
college level coming to an end,
Rosson had to transfer to a univer-
sity, and he ultimately settled on the
University of Oklahoma. However
he was unable to crack the fall ros-
ter, and ended up transferring in the
spring to the University of Texas at
Arlington, while the Sooners went
on a magical run to the College
World Series Final.

FILE PHOTO/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

“It wasn’t fun,” Rosson said.
“What happened, happened. I was
able to accept it, but I've been an
athlete my whole life and I wanted
to be an athlete. I loved my time
there, and I loved going to school
there, but if I'm able to play, I want
to play.”

Due to the transfer during the
academic year, Rosson was ineli-
gible to play competitively for the
Mavericks, but was allowed to
practice.

After the 2022 college baseball
season came to an end, Ohio State
announced the hiring of TCU assis-
tant Bill Mosiello as the head coach.
Mosiello and Rosson had known
each other for a long time when the
hiring occurred, and it did not take
long before Mosiello gave Rosson
a call.

“He wanted me to go to TCU,;”
Rosson recalled. “That just didn’t
work out. Then when he got the
job up there he was looking for
players that he knew to take with
him and I was one of them. I'm just
super thankful for him and for the
opportunity.”

Rosson is currently finishing the
summer season with the Hays Larks
of the Jayhawk Collegiate League in
Hays, Kansas before he will officially
enroll at Ohio State in the fall.

HONORS

from page eight

the championship of District
6-3A. The Kangaroos were upset
in bidistrict by Haslet Eaton, with
all three games having identical
5-4 scores.

Weatherford senior first base-
man Dayton Tockey was named
to the 5A/6A North All-Star
Team. The game, played at Dell
Diamond in Round Rock last
month, was won by the South,
7-3.

The Kangaroos also had three
seniors named academic all-state,
pitcher Josh Goree, second base-
man Nick Gutierrez and pitcher/
outfielder Andrew Ortiz.

GOLF
Locals enjoy

success In
NTPGA
Junior events

By Rick Mauch
The Community News

Might we see them holding up
a major golf championship tro-
phy themselves someday? Tiger
Woods, Rory Mcllroy, Annika
Sorenstam, Georgia Hall, and
many others got their own starts
playing golf as a youngster.

Several youths from the
area enjoyed success recently in
Northern Texas PGA Junior Tour
events.

On the Medalist Tour, in a
tournament in Azle, Dixie Mae
Crain of Springtown took the top
spot in the Girls 11-12 age group
with a score of 79.

While she was the only one
to bring home a championship,
Weatherford’s Mary Shaw was
the runner-up in the Girls 15-18
division, shooting an 88. Chloe
Gaines, also from Weatherford,
was sixth with a score of 103.

In the Boys 15-18 division,
Aledo’s Ford Hill took fifth with
an 84.

The NTPGA Junior Tour has
tournaments throughout the
summer on courses throughout
the Metroplex and state.

Churches

Sundays
Bible Study 8:30 AM
Service 10:00 AM

PCCC
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DEEMER

CATHOLIC PARISH

FM 11ET

16250 Old Weatherford Road

Aledo, Texas

For current Mass Times visit our website at:

www.HolyRedeemerAledo.org

For more information contact the Parish Office at 817-441-3500

Church of
Christ

721 Ranch House Road

Sunday Worship Assembly — 10:30 am

www.thewillowparkchurchofchrist.com

Call 817-441-7661
for special rates
on the church page.
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700 WILLOW CROSSING EAST, WILLOW PARK, TX 76008

THE

CROSSING |
Located in Downtown Aledo
Sunday Mornings: 9:30am Small Group

1OL5am Waorship

wwuJ.crossingaledo.com
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PULIDO

from page seven

thought he was going to move me
down to JV. Ultimately there weren’t
enough varsity jerseys and had he
put me on JV there would have been
underclassmen playing above me. I
kind of took that as a wake up call. I
didn’t think it was his best decision
but I can’t change that.”

However, rather than throwing
in the towel and ending his career,
he immediately went right back to
work.

“It was funny because I was
on the field with them every day,’
Pulido reminisced. “I was hitting in
the cages just to show Barry that I
was still working. Then I would go
down to the weight room and lift...I
never stopped working. From the
day I got cut until I made the team
again, it was an everyday thing. ”

“Every time you looked around
he was in the batting cage,” Barry
recalled. “He was playing catch with
somebody in the outfield, or he was
in the weight room. He took it upon
himself to prove me wrong, and he
did. When it was all said and done, I
regretted my decision.”

Pulido kept working out off the
field as the Bearcats marched to
the regional final before falling to
Amarillo. Still, he kept working to
make the roster for the next season.

“What I saw from him was just a
year of hard work,” Barry declared.
“You could tell he had gotten stron-
ger, he had gotten faster, he had
a better arm, he had a mentality
about himself. He played with a chip
on his shoulder. He felt like every
time he stepped on the field, he felt
like he had to prove something to
everybody.”

Pulido made the team and
got opportunities to play in the
early tournaments. It was in one

KIRSTEN GALLON

Aledo starting pitcher Hunter Rudel (3) and second baseman Cade Pulido share a fist to glove bump after a three
up, three down start in a 2022 playoff game against Burleson Centennial.

tournament game against South
Grand Prairie which his hard
work and dedication were truly
personified.

“Eathan Jaques was throwing a
no-hitter,” Barry recollected. “Pulido

was playing second that game, and
I distinctly remember a play where
there was a foul ball behind first
base over by the bullpen.”

“At the time I wasn’t really focus-
ing on Ethan’s no-hitter,” Pulido

recalled. “It was their leadoff batter
and hit this pop fly. Every ball that
gets hit, I react and see if I have a
chance to get it. When the ball went
up, I had no hesitation. I just started

Pulido made a dead sprint from
his position at second base to track
the ball down and slid feet first, as
if he was on ice, to make the catch.

“In my peripheral vision, I could
see the fence,” Pulido described. “So
I was looking at the ball and the
fence and I knew it was going to be
close. I slid feet first into the wall
instead of running straight into it
and then I just made the catch.”

“He was sold out,” Barry said.
“He was going wheels-off trying to
get to it, and I remember going
‘Wow! What a play. But he played
like that every time.”

Pulido was used often through-
out the rest of the 2021 season and
made a solid presence known at the
plate, accumulating 18 hits in 68
at-bats for a batting average of .265.
He hit three triples on the year, trail-
ing only centerfielder Max Belyeu
(4) on the team. He totaled 22 RBI
and 17 runs scored for a grand total
of 39 runs.

“I've never been as proud of
any kid that has come through this
program as I am of him,” Barry
expressed. “His determination, not
taking no for an answer and saying
Tm going to prove all my critics
wrong’ and then going out and
doing it. I think it speaks volumes
of him and the way he’s been raised
and his passion for the game itself.
It’s something we need a heck of
a lot more of. Regardless of what
sport youre coaching, if you've got
a bunch of Cade Pulidos your job is
going to be a lot of fun”

Pulido plans to attend Texas
A&M-Corpus Christi to study Civil
Engineering and hopefully walk on
with the baseball program for the

running.”

Islanders.

Mach | Track

from July 31 to Au
Andrew Walsh and
Walden and Sam Haug

Co

Athletic Union Junior Olympics in Greensboro, North Carolina,
arolyn Walsh, Jenna Fink, Josh Fink, Cameron Allen, and

meyer, Jack Fink, Aiden Mansell, Gannon Dolan, Nicole

ay, Josh Kocis, and Makaylee Ray.
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Chevrolet ¢ Chrysler - Jeep « KIA

Moritz Chevrolet - Chrysler - Jeep
Loop 820 & Hwy 580 (Camp Bowie West) - 817-696-2000
Moritz Kia - 8501 1-30 - 817-560-6000
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913 N. EIm St., Weatherford, TX 76086
817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747

Ol newest additional location Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel
4941 |-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

Jim Martin - reatore

5189 E. I-20 Service Rd N
Suite 106

Willow Park, TX 76087
Office: 817.441.2255
Cell: 817.538.6846

Jim@MartinLandSales.com

RailheadRealty.com REEEOKER® &

Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry
Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., FC. and Michael Ball, D.D.S., FL.L.C.

Diplomate of American Board of Pediatric Dentistry
Fellow of American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101
Aledo/Willow Fark, TX 76087
Ofc:517-441-2425 « Fax: &17-441-2491
www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com

Don’t forget your four-legged
family member when you travel!
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Boarding
Grooming

Heated &
Cooled

Indoor &
Outdoor Runs

e 24-Hour
Attendant

Ring Leaders Kennel
Aledo 817-441-8071



