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26th Annual Good News Issue

Welcome to 
the 26th 

annual Good News 

edition of  The 

Community News.

Twenty-five years 

ago, we made a 

decision that one 

issue of the paper 

each year ought 

to be devoted to 

good news. News 

about pandemics, 

train wrecks, and 

political corruption 

can take a week off 

while we  

celebrate the end 

of one year and the 

beginning of a new 

one.

We invite you to 

check  

community-news.

com for breaking 

news during the  

holidays.

We hope you enjoy 

this issue - and we 

hope you and all 

who are dear to 

you have a  

wonderful 2021!

Change in Trajectory
Emma Vidal  
relishes new  
opportunities
By Aleshia Howe
The Community News

Some events change the 
trajectory of life as we know 
it. 

And some events change 
who we are.

For Aledo’s 11-year-old 
Emma Vidal, both are true. 

It’s been 22 months 
since Emma, then 9, lost 
consciousness at Vandagriff 
Elementary School and was 
rushed to Cook Children’s 
Hospital where she would 
eventually be diagnosed 
with Acute Lymphoblastic 
Leukemia.

Emma and her fami-
ly have spent the last two 
years fighting – and beating 
– leukemia. They’ve been 
in the trenches and they’ve 
celebrated the wins with the 
support of family, friends, 
and the Aledo community. 

Emma admits she’s not 
the same person she was 
two years ago: following 
many rounds of chemo, her 
hair has come back curly, 
like when she “was little,” 
she says. She’s also trad-
ed a love of gymnastics for 

an intense love of showing 
horses – something that’s 
easier for her to do on the 
days when she’s still weak 
from treatment. 

And most recently, 
Emma has stepped out 
of her shell by accepting 
Cook Children’s invitation 
to serve as a 2020/2021 
Patient Ambassador, shar-
ing her story with the 
Dallas/Fort Worth commu-
nity and beyond in hopes of 
spreading awareness about 
signs of leukemia and the 
work that happens inside 
the walls of Cook Children’s 
Hospital. 

“I never thought I would 
be doing any of this,” says 
Emma, shrugging and smil-
ing. “But I feel really happy 
right now. I’m getting to do 
a lot of stuff I never thought 
I would so that’s great.”

Before she got sick, 
Emma competed in 
gymnastics. During her 
treatment, Emma learned 
through a family friend 
about a local nonprofit 
agency called the Sonny 
James Equine Ministries, 
based in Cresson. Through 
that organization, Emma 
has found a renewed sense 
of competition. She is a COOK CHILDREN’S MEDICAL CENTER

Emma Vidal is shown with Neely a therapy dog at Cook Children’s Medical Center. Turn to EMMA, page 2

A special gift called ‘Barney’
Thoughtful present given 55 

years ago becomes a tradition
By Randy Keck
The Community News 
Special gifts stand the test 

of time, and local residents can 
see the proof of that when they 
pass New Faith Baptist Church 
in Annetta.

The story begins 55 years 
ago in Nebraska where Darrell 
Shultz, who now lives in Annetta, 
lived with his parents.

His father was a pastor of 
a congregation, but due to the 
health of Shultz’ sister, the fam-
ily planned a move to a warmer 
Oklahoma climate.

 Ruth Studbendick, a mem-
ber of the congregation, wanted 
to give the pastor a going-away 
gift. 

“Working from a Christmas 
card, she hand-painted a repro-
duction of the design onto a 
piece of plywood and gave it to 
my dad,” Shultz said. “Until his 
death on Father’s Day, 1997, dad 
displayed that painting outside 
our home during the Christmas 
season.”

His dad would display the 
scene outside the parsonage in 
Oklahoma through the Advent 

season up until Epiphany, Jan. 
6.

When Shultz was in high 
school, the family was living with 
his grandmother in Dubuque, 
Iowa. Darrell decided to get the 
decorations out when Advent 
come along.

“Worried about the deterio-
rating condition of the wooden 
panel, I surreptitiously built an 
entire stable around the paint-
ing using scrap wood dad had 
stored under our mobile home,” 
Shultz said. My family came 
home to this surprise, loved it, 
and named the creche scene 
‘Barney.’”

“It was about six feet tall, 
about three feet deep or so 
and I put a flood lamp in it, to 
highlight the picture like dad 
did, except it’s inside the stable 
mount,” he said.

Shultz said the “Barney” des-
ignation came from his brother, 
who was about six-years-old at 
the time.

Shultz went off to college in 
Oklahoma, but returned home 
when he was 20 to introduce his 
fiancé to his parents. 

DARRELL SHULTZ/SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

The latest rendition of”Barney” can be seen at New Faith Baptist Church in 
Annetta. Turn to BARNEY, page 2
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CLEAR FORK MATERIALS

800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD
ALEDO, TEXAS

HOURS: M-F 8-5 •SAT 8-2
WWW.CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM

“Are you growing with us?”
Residential & Commercial

817-441-7777

• Topsoils & Custom Soil Blends
• Compost & Mulches
• Rock & Sand Products

Serving North Texas 
since l986

Pick up or Delivery Available

Infant • Preschool • After School Care

132 El Chico Trail
Willow Park, TX 76087

817-441-1773
SproutsAcademyAledo.com 

匀瀀爀漀甀琀猀
䄀挀愀搀攀洀礀

Infant • Preschool • After School Care

5073 I-20 Service Rd N
Willow Park, TX 76087

817-441-1906
SproutsLearningCenter.net 

匀瀀爀漀甀琀猀
䄀挀愀搀攀洀礀

New Center in 2018 serving the Walsh Ranch area

Learni�  Center

匀瀀爀漀甀琀猀
䄀挀愀搀攀洀礀

132 El Chico Trail, Willow Park
817-441-1773

5073 I-20 Service Rd N, Willow Park, TX
817-441-1906

SproutsLearningCenter.net 

11801 Camp Bowie Blvd, Aledo
817-560-4295

SproutsAcademyAledo.com
sproutsacademypreschool@yahoo.com

HIGH SPEED INTERNET
SPEEDING IS ENCOURAGED 
CALL CIRRA NETWORKS TODAY

(817) 259-1100  |  www.cirranet.net

RANCH HOUSE PROFESSIONAL BUILDING

126 RANCH HOUSE ROAD

MARCUS GLEATON, OD
Suite 1000 · (817) 441-0010

ALEDO FAMILY EYE CARE
Suite 1000 · (817) 441-0010

A MEMBER OF

visionsource-aledofamilyeyecare.com

Mark A. McAdams, DDS

Suite 800 • (817) 441-8003

CATLIN, LILLARD & CO. PC
Tax, Assurance,
Consulting,
Business Advisors

Suite 1200 • (817) 441-2600 • clc-cpa.com
S. Brian Catlin, CPA  Ralph Lillard, CPA

Trusted since 1977

23
96

58

Dale Mares, AAMS
817-441-5061
126 S. Ranch house Rd., #600
Aledo 

Insurance and discounts subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co., Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance 
Co. Life insurance offered through Allstate Life Ins. Co. & Allstate Assurance Co. Northbrook, IL; and American Heritage Life Insurance Co., 
Jacksonville, FL. Securities offered by Personal Financial Representatives through Allstate Financial Services, LLC (LSA Securities in LA and PA).  
Registered Broker-Dealer. Member FINRA, SIPC. Main Office: 2920 South 84th Street, Lincoln, NE 68506. (877) 525-5727. © 2018 Allstate Insurance Co.

PROTECT YOUR WORLD

member of the Junior Ranch Show 
team and just this month, she got 
her very own horse – a trained ther-
apy horse that was donated by a 
stranger in another state.

“Horse showing is everything I 
thought it would be and way more,” 
Emma said. “At first I really missed 
gymnastics and I just wanted to do 
something, and my dad kept saying, 
‘hold on, you’ll find the right thing’ 
and then horse showing came along. 
It’s something I can do on my own 
and it makes me so happy. I’m just 
glad I tried something new.”

It’s that spirit that also led to 
Emma accepting the role of Patient 
Ambassador at Cook Children’s 
Hospital. 

The Patient Ambassador pro-
gram began in 2017 as a general 
awareness and fundraising program 
for the hospital system. Patients are 
nominated and agree to tell their 
stories with the community at large. 
The role is a 12-month commit-
ment, running August to August. 

“Our patients have some of 
the most amazing stories,” said 
Erin McDonald, CMN Hospitals 
Specialist. “They are able to share 
their hope and inspiration with the 
community so we can help peo-
ple understand the healing that 
happens inside the walls of Cook 
Children’s.”

Patients are typically nomi-
nated to be a part of the Patient 
Ambassador program. In Emma’s 
case, her Child Life Specialist nomi-
nated her for the role.

“Emma has personality for days,” 
McDonald said. “She has the kindest 
spirit and even after everything she’s 
been through, she has never lost 
that joy.”

To date, Emma has participated 
in a radiothon and been featured 
on several local radio stations, 
she’s been interviewed by DJs and 
made a showing at the TCU Dance 

Marathon. But through it all, nerves 
“never bugged me,” she said. 

“I guess I just like telling my 
story,” Emma said. “If I can help 
someone out there and I can help 
Cook Children’s too, that’s a great 
feeling … The doctors and nurses 
saved my life. If Cook Children’s 
wasn’t here, I wouldn’t be here.”

These days Emma only goes in 
for chemo treatments once a month 
and every three months for a lumbar 
puncture, which she calls a back 
pinch. She will be finished with her 
chemo in June, 2021. 

Before she got sick, Emma says 
she hasn’t really thought about what 
she wanted to be when she grew 
up. But now she’s quick to answer 
that she wants to be a Child Life 
Specialist, like the ones who helped 
her at the hospital. 

“They just helped me so much 
and I think helping kids like that 
sounds like a really neat job,” Emma 
says, grinning ear to ear. “Who 
doesn’t like to make people feel 
better?”

Merry Christmas!

EMMA
from page one

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Emma Vidal shows a “radiothon” poster with her photo as a Cook 
Children’s 2020/2021 Patient Ambassador.

“She came from a family that 
didn’t celebrate Christmas quite 
like we did,” Shultz said. “She fell in 
love with all the Advent devotions.”

And she fell in love with Barney.
“So,” Shultz continued, “I 

hand-painted my own version of 
the original painting, built a sec-
ond ‘Barney,’ and she and I began 
displaying that rendition.”

Shultz’ wife passed away on 
Dec. 17, 2019, but the tradition has 
been built on and has continued.

“Knowing it would be hard on 
our son to face that — with all 
the other things he faced in New 
York City during the pandemic — I 
sought out to add to the tradition. 
I hired a carpenter who provided 
me his expertise and tools for us to 
build six, miniature ‘Barneys’ and I 
then sent them to my loved ones 
to adorn their houses during the 
Advent Season of 2020,” Shultz 
said.

Each Barney was about 18” 
tall and has an 8”x10” photo of 
the original painting.

Recently, Shultz stumbled 
across a photo that his mother 
had even him. (His mother is still 
alive and is 86).

“I looked at the back of the 
photo and it said this is the 
woman whose mother painted to 
Christmas scene. So I’ve kept look-
ing on the internet and I found her 
daughter.”

The daughter, Sherry Ross, still 
lives in Nebraska.

“Sherry was just tickled pink 
to hear back from me because her 
mother died when she was only 49, 
only seven years after she painted 
that picture for my dad,” Shultz 
said. “Sherry remembered watch-
ing her mother paint that, so she 
was really grateful I contacted her.”

The same carpenter who helped 
build the miniature Barneys helped 
Shultz build a larger, 6’ version, on 
Dec. 9, and it was placed at New 

Faith Baptist Church (3303 W FM 
5 in Annetta).

“The beauty of Christmas is 
finding the gift that just keeps 
going,” Shultz said. “That’s always 
nice when you give a gift that 
becomes a family heirloom that 
gets passed down as this paint-
ing has, but it’s been more than 
that. I mean, so many people have 
enjoyed it down through the years.

“Now, during a time when 
so many people are feeling blue, 
they can drive by night or day 
and see this ‘Barney 2020,’ a gift 
to our community (unwittingly) 
by a parishioner back in the mid 
1960s whose gift just keeps getting 
passed along.”

BARNEY 
from page one

DARRELL SHULTZ/SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Shultz had miniature Barneys 
made for family members. They 
stand about 18” tall.

“The beauty 
of Christmas 
is finding the 
gift that just 
keeps going”

- Darrell Shultz
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Weddings

Gloor-Kennedy Wedding
Sydney Paige Gloor of Willow 

Park and Riley Forrest Kennedy 
of Lubbock were wed on Sunday, 
December 6, 2020, at Park Manor 
in Weatherford.

The Maid of Honor was Courtney 
Walker. Bridesmaids were Kaitlyn 
Swingle and Maddie Baker.

The Best Man was Austin Ratke. 
Groomsmen were Lee Brooks and 
Carter Gloor.

Pastor Eric Hines officiated.

Sydney is the daughter of Jeff 
and Laura Gloor of Willow Park. 
Riley is the son of Ken and Janie 
Kennedy of Lubbock.

Sydney is a student at Texas 
Tech majoring in accounting. Riley 
graduated from Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical University and is a 
commercial pilot.

The couple will reside in 
Lubbock.

The CommunityNews 
December 25, 2020

QUOTABLE

“Love is like a beautiful flower which I may 
not touch, but whose fragrance makes the 
garden a place of delight just the same.”

– Helen Keller

Aledo ISD administration surprises four 
Circle of Greatness special honorees

The Aledo ISD administration 
team made four surprise stops 
Tuesday morning, Dec. 9, to cel-
ebrate the district’s fall Circle of 
Greatness Special Honorees.

The district recognized Stuard 
Elementary functional academics 
teacher Katie Nicely (profession-
al), Child Nutrition secretary Renee 
Goodenough (paraprofessional), 
Coder Elementary Police Officer 
Carlos Lopez (auxiliary) and, in a 
new category for Guest Teachers 
and substitutes, Dawn Axness (guest 
teacher).

“Being recognized for Circle of 
Greatness is an incredibly special 
honor for our employees because they 
are nominated by parents, supervi-
sors and their peers,” Superintendent 
Dr. Susan Bohn said. “We added a 
Guest Teacher category because they 
are critical to our success, especially 
this year. Congratulations to these 
outstanding Circle of Greatness hon-
orees and all of the 140 Bearcat staff 
members who received nominations 
for the exceptional experiences they 
provide for our students.”

Anyone can nominate an employ-
ee for Circle of Greatness via the 
Aledo ISD website, and the district 
recognizes three Special Honorees 
in each category (professional, para-
professional, auxiliary and guest 
teacher) in December, March and 
June. Overall winners chosen from 
the Special Honorees are revealed 
during Aledo ISD Convocation in 
August.

Circle of Greatness honorees 
bring Aledo ISD Growing Greatness 
to life, positively impacting the 
community and helping the district 
grow every student. Nominations for 
Circle of Greatness are open at ale-
doisd.org/circleofgreatness.

Renee GoodenoughKatie Nicely

Dawn AxnessCarlos Lopez

Pastor, Clark Bosher
May all
your
Christmas
wishes
come true!

Tri-County

Electric Co-op

wishes you a

Merry Christmas!
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Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

(817) 249-2028

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t

Ken Hartman, Proprietor

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry 
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

KIMBERLY MEYER, ABR, CRS, GRI
REALTOR®

Cell (817) 929-0347
kimberly.meyer@cbdfw.com
4500 Hartwood Dr, Fort Worth, TX 76109-1840
www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer
Global Luxury Specialist

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Operated by a subsidary 
of NRT, LLC

Divorce, Custody, Collaborative Law, 
Adoption, Mediation, Assisted Reproduction, 

Wills, White Collar Crime, Government Investigations

401 Pitchfork  Trail, Suite 705, Willow Park, Texas 76087
Telephone: 817.548.5643  Fax: 817.719.9408

Gaydosduffer.com

Lauren Gaydos Duffer  |  Larry Gaydos  |  Brooke M. Wilson  |  Courtney Harbaugh Walker

Thousands of Lifelong Customers.

With the same name and number since 1973, Billy Harris Roofing is here before, during and after the Texas 
storms. Billy Harris Roofing has had the same crews since 1992 which has paved the way to 10 consecutive 

Angie’s List Super Service Awards since 2006. Billy Harris Roofing prides itself on quality... not quantity! 
Give the experts a call today and find out for yourself why thousands of life-long customers 

have put their trust in Billy Harris Roofing • 817-249-3338 • www.billyharris-roofi ng.com

817-249-3338 Same Crews Since 1992

Same Name & Number Since 1973
Previous Awards 
from 2006 to 2015

215 Mesquite St. * Aledo, Texas 76008* 817-378-4423

*Livestock Feed
*Pet Food
*Bagged Fertilizer
*Salt Products
*Deer Feeders

Monday - Friday 
8:00am to 5:30pm 

Saturday  
8:00am to 12:30pm 

Mike Tandy
Owner

In Business Since 1996

TANDY 
METAL BUILDINGS & 

FENCING

Mobile: 817.925.5843

Weld up • Bolt up • Horse Barns  • Welding
Custom Pipe Fencing • Fencing • Metal Homes

www.tandymetalbuildings.com

1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 817-504-7662817-504-7662
24-Hour Access · Immediate Move-in · Boat & RV parking - $4524-Hour Access · Immediate Move-in · Boat & RV parking - $45
Available Sizes: 10x10 ($60), 10x20 ($90), 10x30 ($135)Available Sizes: 10x10 ($60), 10x20 ($90), 10x30 ($135)

We have lots of room 
for your stuff!

1187 MINI STORAGE1187 MINI STORAGE

• COMPOSITION SHINGLES
• WOOD SHINGLES
• NEW ROOFS • REROOFS
• REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 • mobile (817) 996-2726

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

Insurance Claims Handled

Free 

Estim
ates

Vanity Tops                                           Tubs 
Whirlpool Tubs                         Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE
2927 Greenlee Park Trail

Weatherford, Texas 76088

  817-341-8970
Natural Granite  •  Solid Surface  •  Silestone

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
SERVICE AND REPAIR • LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

817-441-8633
• • NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS • •

817-443-9733
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR
LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

Hearing
Care Center
4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702
Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre
Phone: 817.263.1971

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
CHAPPELL

Kim Hanlon
Escrow officEr

officE: 817.441.5423
cEll: 817.825.3520
fax: 817.441.5639
E-mail: KHanlon@asrkfgroup.com

“You’ll appreciate the difference.”

Kim Hanlon
Escrow officEr

officE: 817.441.5423
cEll: 817.825.3520
fax: 817.441.5639
E-mail: KHanlon@asrkfgroup.com

“You’ll appreciate the difference.”

Fidelity National Title®

Office: 
Fax:

817.441.5423
817.585.4815

1604 8th Ave • Fort Worth, TX 76104
You’ll appreciate the difference.

Escrow officEr

khanlon@fidelity8thavenue.com

Kim Hanlon

709 N FM 1187, Suite 800, Aledo
817-732-7665 · 817-441-8100

www.fortworthcustompools.org
fortworthcustompools@msn.com

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor 

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100  
Aledo, TX 76008  
Bus. 817-441-4108 • Fax 800-656-0301 
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com 
www.edwardjones.com

Business Cards

43rd Annual
Cattleman Bull & Female Sale 

January 23, 2021 • 12:00 Noon
El Campo Livestock Auction, El Campo, TX

EXpECTiNg 100 BuLLs
Also selling a group of select females

For information:
www.cattlemansale.com

      Adrian Knight Tx Lic #11102 Kelly Conley Tx Lic #9558
      903-452-7591 903-850-3449

TX JEFFREY MICHAEL ASHBY RE LIC 550021; CODY LOWDERMAN AUC LIC 16991
BUYER’S PREMIUM (BUYER’S FEE IN WI) MAY APPLY.

800.801.8003 • williamsauction.com/TX

Located in Eagle Ford Shale

10+/- ac w/Office, Home & 
Warehouse Auctions Jan 21
Public Inspection 11-2pm Fri Dec 18 & Jan 8

THREE RIVERS, TX • 345 & 349 Highway 72
Just over an hour from San Antonio & Corpus Christi 
Auctions: 11am, Thu Jan 21 on site or bid live from 
anywhere at auctionnetwork.com913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747
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ALEDO ISD

Accentuating the Positive — District had a good year
By Mercedes Mayer
Special to The Community News

The Aledo ISD had so many rea-
sons this year to focus on the good. 
The district not only saw the com-
munity come together to support its 
students and staff like never before, 
but it was also able to provide excep-
tional experiences for students in a 
time of such uncertainty.

And — not surprisingly — Aledo 
ISD students and staff continued to 
excel in spite of the most challeng-
ing circumstances.

“This is a year we will never 
forget in education, but there’s 
nowhere I’d rather be,” Aledo ISD 
Superintendent Dr. Susan Bohn 
said. “Because of the support shown 
by our teachers, staff, administra-
tors, and community, we were able 
to focus on our students and teach 
both in person and remotely for the 
entire fall semester, which was a 
major accomplishment.

“Our Bearcats learned import-
ant life lessons this year, growing 
greatness in so many different ways,” 
Bohn said. “I am proud of our teach-
ers and staff for their commitment 
to our students and of our students 
for persevering and accomplishing 
so many great things.”

Here’s a Good News Top 10 for the Aledo ISD for 2020 (in no particular order):

• The Class of 2020 missed out on so many 
senior class events, but the Aledo ISD and 
AHS administration made sure an in-person 
graduation happened. On May 29 at Bearcat 
Stadium — with health screenings complete 
and social distancing ensured — more than 
450 seniors graduated from Aledo High 
School in an exciting, emotional and memo-
rable graduation ceremony.

• There’s no road map for how to navigate a pan-
demic, but Aledo ISD’s child nutrition, transportation, 
technology, and police departments were superb at 
ensuring the district’s students and families were 
cared for. With 98,000 meals served, 30,000 miles 
driven, 3,500 devices distributed, and hundreds of 
hours logged helping with traffic control and safe-
ty — and add to that Aledo Children’s AdvoCats 
donating 1,000 packs of school supplies for at-home 
learners — Aledo ISD families certainly felt loved. 

• Titletown extended to swimming in 2020, 
as senior Elijah Sohn won the 200 free-
style gold medal at the Class 5A UIL State 
Swimming and Diving Championships in 
February, setting a new Class 5A state 
record with a time of 1:37:02. Sohn was the 
back-to-back state champ in the 200 meters, 
and he also won a bronze medal in the 100 
freestyle later in the day.

The district’s first-ever Circle of Greatness overall winners were announced in 
August, with Deanne Torres, McAnally Intermediate teacher, winning in the pro-
fessional category, Karen Kirkland, child nutrition supervisor, winning the para-
professional category, and Nicole Comet, bus driver, winning the auxiliary cate-
gory. Torres, Kirkland and Comet were chosen for bringing Aledo ISD Growing 
Greatness to life, positively impacting the community and helping the district grow 
each and every Aledo ISD student.
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The Center is proud to welcome, 
Talha Riaz, MD

He is seeing patients at our Weatherford and Mineral Wells locations

Medical Oncologist and HematologistMedical Oncologist and Hematologist

Dr. Riaz is excited to be in North Texas where he will be close to his           Dr. Riaz is excited to be in North Texas where he will be close to his           
family and looks forward to helping and providing its community family and looks forward to helping and providing its community 
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HOPE IS HERE
SETTING A NEW STANDARD 

FOR ONCOLOGY CARE

Support services generously provided 
by the Careity Foundation 

FORT WORTH CENTRAL CAMPUS • FORT WORTH SOUTHWEST • ARLINGTON 
WEATHERFORD • BURLESON • GRANBURY • MINERAL WELLS • STEPHENVILLE

NICHOLAS YARROBINO, PA-C | DeETTE VASQUES, DO, FACOG, FACOOG, 
GYNECOLOGIC ONCOLOGY |BRENDA WARNER, NRCMA, |

CHERIE LINCOLN - SURGERY SCHEDULER | TONZA SIMON, NRCMA

WWW.THECENTERTX.COM
817.759.7000

Support Services provided by the 
Careity Foundation

(817) 835-5000
www.ftwccu.org

Open to those who live, work, or 
attend school in Tarrant, Denton, 

Parker, and Johnson Counties.

Visit us today at
1911 S. Main St. 

Weatherford’s #1 Family Credit Union 

White’s 
Funeral Home
130 Houston Ave. • Weatherford 

817-596-4811
www.whitesfuneral.com

Our family
serving 

your family
since 1908.

www.community-news.com

BURN BAN  
STILL IN EFFECT
Parker County reinstated its 
burn ban, effective until March 
29. A $500 fine for outdoor 
burning is still in effect.

GOOD YEAR
from previous page

• In a two-week period in March, Aledo ISD teach-
ers shifted everything they knew about classroom 
teaching and moved to supporting students with 
learning at home. Much of what they did wasn’t 
about math, science, history or reading but about 
ensuring their students felt supported and had 
resources to make it through such an unprec-
edented time. And there to support Aledo ISD 
teachers and staff was the Aledo PTO, which took 
teacher appreciation to a whole new level in 2020.

•Aledo ISD was selected as one of 12 districts 
statewide for the Texas School Business magazine’s 
14th Annual Bragging Rights special issue for the 
district’s Employee Crisis Fund that supports finan-
cial emergencies faced by Aledo ISD employees 
and is funded by the Aledo Education Foundation. 
This special issue recognizes school districts that 
have implemented programs that are bettering the 
lives of Texas’ students, schools and communities. 
In 2020, AEF’s support of Aledo ISD employ-
ees grew to include sponsoring the Employee 
Assistance Program that is a part of the district’s 
Elevating Greatness Employee Wellness initiative. 

• The Aledo ISD has continued a focus on the well-being of its stu-
dents — both mentally and physically — and part of that has been 
the introduction of Mind Above Matter and the Bearcat Care Clinics 
to AISD campuses. The Mind Above Matter partnership allows Aledo 
ISD to provide mental health services in an Aledo ISD facility, making 
connecting to mental health services more convenient for families and 
providing an option so that a student does not have to receive ser-
vices elsewhere. In Bearcat Care Clinics at each campus, students and 
staff have access to telemedicine medical care onsite at each campus.

• The 2019 Bond program passed overwhelmingly 
in November 2019, and the work on the first of 
five major projects got started right away. When 
COVID-19 closures started, work didn’t slow too 
much, it just changed with the new normal of 
WebEx meetings and health and safety protocols. 
Before the end of 2020, the district’s newest 
elementary school — Annetta Elementary — had 
slabs poured and steel going vertical for framing 
in preparation for an August 2021 opening.

•Senior trombone player Will Moeller became the 
second AHS student ever to be named to the TMEA 
All-State Jazz Band in November after a record 18 
Jazz 1 band students were honored as All-Region 
Jazz Band Members. Later in the semester, 56 AHS 
band members were selected for All-Region Band 
with 17 students advancing to the area round.

•Aledo’s FFA program was honored as a National Three Star 
Ranked Chapter by the Texas FFA Association, a designation 
awarded to FFA chapters that actively implement the FFA mission 
and strategies by using a Program of Activities (POA). Aledo FFA’s 
POA focused on activities in three areas: growing leaders, building 
communities and strengthening agriculture. Activities were devel-
oped and implemented by student leaders and chapter advisors.

Turn to EIGHT MORE, page 6
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Mike Hale
Insurance & Financial 

Services Agent
817.441.6444 (Tel)
817.441.8444(Fax)

Mike@MikeHaleAgency.com
www.MikeHaleAgency.com213 N. Front Street · Aledo, TX

ME-DNLD-1922-00-001-04X6

In location only.
Now through December 31, 2020. 

HUDSON OAKS
100 S. Oakridge Drive, #140

Hudson Oaks, TX 76087
(817) 550-1665

M-F 8a-10p | S 8a-8p | Su 10a-6p
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HUDSON OAKS
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Hudson Oaks, TX 76087
(817) 550-1665

M-F 8a-10p | S 8a-8p | Su 10a-6p

In location only.
Now through December 31, 2020.

817-441-8071 • 8650 E. Bankhead Hwy, Aledo • www.ringleaders.com

Happy Holidays from all the gang atHappy Holidays from all the gang at
Ring Leaders Pet Care Center

Dog Grooming, Training, and Boarding  

HOHO
HOME!

Shey Thompson
sthompson@helenpainter.com

mobile: 817.923.7321
work: 817.307.1556

Eight more good 
news items from 
Aledo ISD are  worth 
mentioning...

Walsh Elementary stu-
dent Claire Wack won not 
only her school’s spelling bee 
but also the area spelling bee 
in February, earning a spot 

in the regional bee held each 
year at TCU.

Aledo ISD earned the 
highest FIRST rating of 
A-Superior for 2019-2020. 
Schools FIRST holds school 
districts accountable for the 
quality of their financial man-
agement practices.

The Aledo High School 
Volleyball team was not 
only successful on the court 

this season, being crowned 
Co-District Champs, but they 
also focused on their class-
work in this up-and-down 
COVID-19 year, as evidenced 
by the entire team making the 
Academic All-District team.

Aledo High School CTE 
students earned an amaz-
ing 422 career certifications 
last school year even with 
the uncertainties of the 

coronavirus and the inability 

to test for all certifications 

offered.

Aledo ISD was chosen 

by the East Parker County 

Chamber of Commerce as 

the Large Business of the 

Year during the 23rd Annual 

Awards Banquet in March. 

EIGHT MORE
from page one

TOP LEFT: The Aledo High School Treble Choir was hon-
ored as one of eight national winners – and one of four from 
the high school division – in the 2020 Mark of Excellence 
National Choral Honors competition sponsored by The 
Foundation for Music Education. | LEFT: Aledo High School 
seniors Luke Beall and Kevin Taylor were named Commended 
Students in the 2021 National Merit Scholarship Program, 
being placed among 34,000 Commended Students nationwide 
who were recognized for their exceptional academic promise. 
| Eighth-grader Ethan Hodo was one of just 525 middle-school 
students statewide to earn Grand Recognition in the Duke 
Talent Identification Program (TIP) for outstanding achieve-
ment and exceptional scores on the SAT or ACT. Eleven addi-
tional Aledo Middle School students earned Duke TIP State 
Recognition.

AMY COBBLE/SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Dean Erickson, the East Parker County Library’s 
Story-Time Santa, visited the library’s nativity 
scene on Tuesday. His visit was a reenactment of a 
Christmas ornament (below).
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MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR
from our family to yours

R e s i d e n t i a l  &  C o m m e r c i a l  L a n d s c a p e  S e r v i c e s
P . O .  B O X 55 44 A L E D O

w w w . f a r n h a m l a n d s c a p e . c o m

LLII 66226677 
TTDDAA 225544332200 

817.441.6355

LLooccaallllyy oowwnneedd aanndd ooppeerraatteedd && sseerrvviinngg PPaarrkkeerr CCoouunnttyy  ---- ssiinnccee 11998877 

LLaannddssccaappee DDeessiiggnn && BBuuiilldd 
WWaatteerr FFeeaattuurreess 
SSttoonnee && CCoonnccrreettee WWoorrkk 
RReettaaiinniinngg WWaallllss && PPaattiiooss 

OOuuttddoooorr LLiivviinngg SSppaacceess 
DDrraaiinnaaggee SSoolluuttiioonnss 

TTrreeee TTrriimmmmiinngg && CClleeaarriinngg 
LLaawwnn && OOrrnnaammeennttaall CCaarree 

BBeeddwwoorrkk,, SShhrruubb TTrriimmmmiinngg,, PPrruunniinngg && SSeeaassoonnaall CCoolloorr 
LLaannddssccaappee LLiigghhttiinngg IInnssttaallllaattiioonn && SSeerrvviiccee 

IIrrrriiggaattiioonn IInnssttaallllaattiioonn && SSeerrvviiccee 

I heard the bells on Christmas Day,
Their old familiar carols play…

Hear for the Holidays
During this special season, it’s more important than 

ever to be a part of every celebration and conversation. 
At Chappell Hearing Care Center, we want to make 

sure you hear every moment of the holidays.

CHAPPELL

Hearing Hearing Care CenterCare Center
4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste. 702 Fort Worth
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre
Phone: 817.263.1971

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com

CHRISTMAS
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Weatherford Christmas Parade
The annual Weatherford Christmas Parade was held at night this year (Dec. 5) giving the opportunity to show off lights. Photos by Randy Keck.
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Henry Perez

• Concrete Work 
Color Stain, Stamped 
Concrete in all  
Designs & Patterns

Build Your Foundation Right  
The First Time

432.209.1154 • hperezconstruction@yahoo.com

• Excavation, Dirt Work
• Driveways, Ramps, Curbs
• Foundations
• Retaining Walls

817-901-9455
5050 S Hwy 5

Aledo, TX

EVERYONE WELCOME
WWW.PCCOWBOYCHURCH.ORG

Sundays
Bible Study 8:30 AM
Service 10:00 AM

PARKER COUNTY COWBOY CHURCH
PCCC

103 W. Church • 817-596-8758 • 817-594-2612

Propane Sales 
and Service

On the Square 
in Weatherford

YEARS
OF PROPANE

1958-2019

Christmas lights are bright around Parker County. Can you guess these locations? Photos by Christopher Amos
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Matt Morris
817-529-5325 

matt@gusbates.com

Proud to 
Support the Aledo 

Bearcats

Securities offered through Kestra Investment Services, LLC (Kestra IS), member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through Kestra 
Advisory Services, LLC (Kestra AS), an affi liate of Kestra IS. Kestra IS and Kestra AS are not affi liated with Gus Bates Insurance & Investments. 

817-732-4419
www.sarahmorrisdds.comEMPLOYEE BENEFITS, PROPERTY & CASUALTY, 

RETIREMENT PLAN SERVICES
FAMILY DENTISTRY WHERE HONESTY & INTEGRITY MATTER!

State of the Art Sterilization Room
Invisalign and Zoom! Whitening

Massage Chairs and HDTV
Water Purification System

2551 River Park Dr. Suite 201 · Fort Worth, TX 76116
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CALL US FOR HEATING TUNE-UP/SAFETY CHECK

682-999-6062

AND DON'T FORGET TO CHANGE YOUR FILTERS

Merry Christmas
from JW Mechanical

Systems

www.jwmechanicalsystems.com
Residential and Commercial HVAC -TACLA67709E

South Side of the Square
103 W. Church
Weatherford
817-594-2612

Metro 817-596-8758

“BEEN 
HERE 
AND 

WILL BE 
HERE”

5 Generations of the Same Family, 
Same Phone Number, Same Address

It is never too cold when you 
are heating with PROPANE!

YEARSYEARS
OF PROPANE

1958-2020

Merry Christmas
from the City of Willow Park

Santa Says  

Subscriptions 

are Super  

Stocking 

Stuffers!
Order your gift  

subscription today!

community-news.com/
subscribe

POLITICS

Peden serves as elector representing District 12
Rare honor goes to east 
Parker County resident
By Randy Keck
The Community News

East Parker County Republican 
Party activist Rena Peden received 
the rare honor of serving as one 
of the electors in the 2020 presi-
dential election. Peden represented 
Texas Congressional District 12 — 
one elector is selected from each of 
the 36 congressional districts in the 
state of Texas and two are elected 
at large.

Peden was elected to the honor 
at the Texas Republican Convention 
in July.

“To become an elector, you have 
to campaign and run for it,” Peden 
said. “There were five of us in the 
race, and I was able to come out of 
that.”

Congressional District 12 con-
tains parts of Tarrant and Wise 
Counties, and all of Parker County. 
Peden said she won on the second 
ballot, and was pleased she did.

“It’s one of the things I’ve always 
wanted to do, and feel very priv-
ileged getting to do it, because 
obviously, not that many people 
have that opportunity,” she said.

Peden said many people don’t 
understand that it’s actually the 
electors who elect the president.

“That is where it happens,” she 
said. “If there is a movement to try 
to turn electors, it could impact 
who ends up being your President. 
And, again, I don’t think everybody 
understands that.”

Peden was also elected to be an 
at-large delegate to the Republican 
National Convention, but the con-
vention was not held.

When she went to join the other 
Texas electors to cast their votes on 
Dec. 14, the experience was a bit dif-
ferent than what had been described 
to her.

Peden said she had spoken to 
a state representative who was a 
friend of hers. 

“She indicated ‘oh, you’re going 
to have so much fun, you know, they 
take you out and feed you and do 
this and do that,’” Peden said.

“Well, that’s if if we take the pres-
idency. When you don’t, it’s a very 
different experience,” she added.

However, the difference between 
2016 and 2020 is that Donald 
Trump won in 2016.

She drove to Austin for the 2 
p.m. meeting, which took about two 
hours. The group elected a chair and 
a secretary, then began balloting, 
first for Donald Trump for presi-
dent, then for Mike Pence for vice 
president.

“This time everyone, all 38 elec-
tors, voted for President Trump and 
Vice President Pence,” Peden said. 
“That was not the case in 2016 — 
we had two people that were called 
faithless electors because they did 
not vote like they had [committed]. 
You sign a piece of paper when 
you’re elected that says you will vote 
for the party’s nominee and those 
didn’t.

“It was mostly business as usual, 
except that one elector brought a 

resolution that took the Supreme 
Court to task for not accepting the 
suit filed by the Texas Attorney 
General Ken Paxton against the four 
states and the way they conducted 
their elections.”

Peden became active in 
Republican politics about 1979, 
and has served as the Precinct 4 
Commissioner in Parker County as 
well as serving on the State Executive 
Committee. She has also been 
active on the Candidate Resource 
Committee, which helps down-bal-
lot Republicans get elected.

She recalls the “old days” when 
each party did its own primary. 
Harold Johnson was the chair of the 
Parker County Republican Party in 
those days, and his wife Elvera and 
Peden became lifelong friends.

“That’s when it used to take all 
night. We’d be there till three or 
four in the morning. And it was a 
fun thing, quite frankly. You know, 
Elvera was there, Harold was there. 
It was just a fun thing,” Peden said.

Peden said while honored to be 
an elector, she said it was “kind of an 
‘on my way out’ kind of activity. It’s 
something I’ve wanted to do, it’s like 
I really had an impact. This is more 
than just my vote at the ballot box. 
This is this is where it really counts,” 
she said. “I’m getting old enough to 
where, you know, politics will prob-
ably take a backseat to some other 
things.”

To her knowledge, the only other 
Parker County resident to ever be an 
elector was Harold Lockwood many 
years ago.

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Rena Peden is shown at a desk in the Texas Capitol where she met with 
other electors to cast their votes on Dec. 14.
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Mach 1 Runners win three national titles
AAU Cross Country  
National Championships 
held at Florida State  
University

The Mach 1 Track Club in 
Weatherford, won its first-ever team 
national championship title for the 
girls 11-12-year-old division and two 
individual national titles, as well 
as five All-American performances 
and nine top 25 finishes at the AAU 
Cross Country Nationals meet at 
Florida State University on Dec. 5.

Mach 1 had 22 runners who com-
peted in the meet, and 14 earned 
medals. 

National Champions - 
11-12-year-old Girls

Madison Larsen, Micah Neal, 
Mykel Murry, Mayden Mitchell, 
Sofia Brandenburg, Elizabeth 
Griffin and Emerita Strathmeyer 
won the 11-12-year-old girls division 
3K national champion team title. 
They competed against 16 teams 
and 240 runners for this division 
alone. Their team average was 10:51, 
for top 5 runners. All seven runners 
received gold medals for their per-
formances, as well as a team trophy.

National Champion - 
11-year-old Girls 

Micah Neal won the 11-year-old 
girls division 3K run, with a female 
venue record time for 11-year-old 
girls of 10:28.93. This was her 5th 
individual national title at four dif-
ferent distances. 

National Racewalk 
Champion - 10-year-old 
Boys 

Josh Fink, had an explosive start 
in the 10-year-old boys division 1K 
Racewalk, with a time of 5:36.10, 
earning him a national gold medal. 

All-American Runners 
Three other runners earned All-

American Status. 
Madison Larsen took 7th place in 

the 12-year-old girls division 3K race, 
with a time of 10:46.52. Madison 
was also the Team Captain for the 
11-12-year-old girls division team. 
The team strategy was built around 
her consistent running abilities. She 
helped the team get the lowest score 
of the day out of all teams and age 
groups, boys and girls, which was 
38 points. Additionally, the team 
had the tightest time spread of 33 
seconds.

Mayden Mitchell took 5th in the 
11-year-old girls division 3K run 
with a time of 11:01.38. The one-two 
punch of Mayden and Micah is the 
best 11-year-old girls combo nation-
wide. The have pushed each other 
for years and their times continue to 
drop as they train together. 

Myles Murry took 3rd in the 
7-year-old boys division 2K, with 
a time of 8:06.50. This was Myles’ 
first national race. He ran an amaz-
ing race with minimal training due 
to football obligations. He has huge 
potential going forward.

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

National Champions 3K - 11-12-Year-Old Girls Division are (from left) Elizabeth Griffin, Mayden Mitchell, Sofia 
Brandenburg, Micah Neal, Mykel Murry, Madison Larsen, Emerita Strathmeyer, and Coach Matthew Mitchell. Turn to MACH I, page B4
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By Nolan Ruth
The Community News

The Aledo Bearcats went 
into Globe Life Park in 
Arlington on Friday after-
noon to take on the North 
Forney Falcons in the area 
round. While the matchup 
was expected to be a barn 
burner, the Bearcats had 
no trouble jumping on the 
Falcons and cruising to a 
49-24 victory.

“I’m really proud of our 
kids,” coach Tim Buchanan 
said after the game. “Our 
kids played really well. For 
the first time this year, and I 
know we played some really 

good people, we played like 
we were playing in a playoff 
game and I was so proud.”

North Forney took the 
opening drive all the way 
down the field and scored on 
a one-yard keeper to take an 
early lead. It would be the 
only time Aledo trailed all 
day. Less than two minutes 
later, Jo Jo Earle (7 carries, 
28 yards, 2 TDs, 3 receptions, 
25 yards) took the direct 
snap and strolled in from 
four yards out. On the ensu-
ing drive, BJ Allen came up 
with a deflected interception 
that gave the Bearcats the 
ball back. Earle did the rest, 

scoring his second touch-
down of the day to give Aledo 
a 14-7 lead at the end of the 
first quarter.

In the second quarter, 
Demarco Roberts (27 carries, 
224 yards, 4 TDs) took over as 
he went 56 yards on the first 
drive to extend the Bearcat 
lead. The Aledo defense was 
able to make a goal-line stand 
on the next drive, but had the 
ball on the one yard line. Two 
plays later, Earle went down 
in the end zone for a safety. 
He made up for it after the 
next defensive stop by taking 
the punt off the hop and going 
82 yards to the house. North 

Forney added one more score 
before halftime to bring the 
score to 28-17.

“I was not expecting that, 
I was just expecting the usual 
game plan,” Roberts com-
mented on his amount of 
carries. “It was a little work-
load on me, but the workouts 
that we do and the practice we 
put in really showed today.”

Roberts added the only 
score in the third quarter on 

a 27-yard run around the left 
side. In the fourth quarter, he 
added two more scores from 3 
and 15 respectively. The Aledo 
defense really stepped up in 
the second half, not allowing 
a single point until garbage 
time. Linebacker Sam Forman 
recorded the most tackles in 
the second half and helped 
hold the line for the Bearcat 
defense. Once the starters 
had been pulled, the Falcons 

added one more score to bring 
the final to 49-24.

“Our biggest mentality as 
a defense was that we just 
have to go play,” Forman said 
postgame. “Once that ball 
gets rolling it doesn’t stop. 
That’s always the mentality.”

The Bearcats move on to 
play the winner of Frisco and 
South Oak on Dec. 24 for the 
regional championship.

Top 25 Finishes
Mach 1 also had several other 

runners achieve top 25 spots for 
their age groups, which is very 
difficult. 

14-year-old boys division 4K

Dominick Barrera and Jack 
Fink had two amazing, PR perfor-
mances in the boys 14-year-old 4K. 
Dominick Barrera finished 14th 
with a time of 12:36.68 and Jack 
Fink finished 25th with a time of 
12:51.59. 

12-year-old girls division 3K 
runners 

Mykel Murry finished 11th with a 
strong performance PR of 10:57.94, 
finishing 3rd on the 11-12-year-old 
Mach 1 girls team. 

Sofia Brandenburg ran the entire 
race with just one shoe after her 
shoe came off at the start of the 
race. She performed with extreme 
perseverance and finished 14th with 
a time of 11:02.01.

Elizabeth Griffin finished 17th, 
with a time of 11:07.42, which was a 
huge PR for her. 

Emerita Strathmeyer finished 
89th, with a time of 12:45.67, a 
nice PR. This rounded out the 
girls, 11-12 national championship 
performances.

“It was nice to see these girls 
stick together through these tough 
times and flip the switch on the two 
teams that beat them when they 
competed as 9-10-year-olds in icy 
conditions in the national XC meet 
in Reno, Nevada two years ago”, 
said 12-under Mach 1 coach Matt 
Mitchell. “They competed against 
talented Pacific Coast Shockwaves 
runners from California with six 
locations and Kokopelli Racing 
Team from Colorado, a big club that 
trains in the altitude. This national 
title is an epic win. The girls deserve 
this level of recognition for their 
awesome dedication and determina-
tion through their years of training 
in the Mach 1 system. They always 
give it their all!”

12-year-old boys division 3K

Tyler Connelly set a new Mach 
1, 12-year-old record with a time of 
10:29.65, an outstanding PR and 
stellar performance.

10-year-old boys 3K division, 
Maddox Murray finished 14th with 
a time of 11:14.96, an impressive PR. 

7-year-old boys 2K division, 
Evan Pittman, finished 21st with a 

time of 9:19.09. This was his first 
cross country race. 

Honorable Mentions 
Boys 14-year-old division, 4K:

Aiden Mansell, time of 13:29.55, 
finished 55th. 

Vance Tuin, time of 14:04.17, fin-
ished 80th. 

Boys 13-year-old division, 4K:

Luke Schabel, time of 13:57.46, 
finished 41st. 

Boys 12-year-old division, 3K:

Lincoln Tuin, time of 10:42.36, 
finished 26th.

Abram Loth, time of 11:20.14, 
54th. 

Nicholas Walden, time of 
11:38.49, 67th. 

Girls 10-year-old division 3K:

Jaedyn Price, with a time of 
13:07.98, finishing 53rd.

Boys 10-year-old division 3K: 

Caleb Connelly, time of 13:17.23, 
finishing 64th. 

“It was a really tough and chal-
lenging season due to COVID; 
however, our athletes adapted and 
still worked out hard every workout”, 

said Lupe Torres, head coach for 
Mach 1 Track Club. “I think that’s 
the main thing you can say about 
this group, they have an outstanding 
work ethic. Everyone ran really well 
and almost everyone had a PR. The 
competition was fierce at this race. 
Coach Matt Mitchell and I are really 

proud of our athletes! It was a great 
way to end the season with multi-
ple National Champion winners and 
multiple medals.”

This was Mach 1’s best XC 
National showing of all time. Several 
Aledo Bearcats participate in the 
club.

Special to The Community News

13-14 Boys Division Team is (from left) Aiden Mansell, Luke Schabel, Jack Fink, Vance Tuin, and Dominick 
Barrera.

All-American runner Myles MurryAll-American Runner & 11-12 Girls 
Team Captain, Madison Larsen

National Champion 3K - 11 Year Old 
Girls Division - Micah Neal

All-American runner Mayden 
Mitchell 

1K National Racewalk Champion 
- 10-Year-Old Boys Division, Josh 
Fink
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from page B3
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TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

ACROSS

DOWN

  1  Rising ____, TX
  5  honorary Texas
      Ranger: ____
      Stanley Gardner
  6  former MLB pitcher
      from Texas, David
  7  transport for Dallas-
      based Greyhound
      (2 wds.)
  8  TX-born Steve
      Martin song:
      “King ___”
  9  fl ightless Australian
      bird
12  TXism: “_  ____ of”
      (lots)
17  puzzling things
19   “Ma,” the fi rst
      governor of Texas
21  “_______ up” 
      (getting ready)
22  TXism: “she could 
      talk a wagon out of
      _  _____” (talks a lot)
23  ______ Blanca, TX
28  dork, dweeb
29  gas ____ led to a
      school disaster in
      New London (1937)
30  reveal an art work
31  WBAP’s business
35  TX Janis Joplin
      album: “I Got ___ 
      __’ Kozmic Blues
      Again Mama” (1969)
36  site where Missouri
      City, TX slaves
      learned they were
      free in 1860 (2 wds.)
42  TXism: “mean as a
      _____  ____”
44  cut into two parts
46  airport buildings

  1  it’s located on the
      3rd fl oor of the TX
      Capitol (2 wds.)
  2  “Jackson County
      Herald-_______”
  3  Alaska’s islands
  4  TX Drew Stubbs
      played for the
      Cincinnati ____
  9  Muslim ruler
10  Louise and Irlene
      to Barbara (2 wds.)
11  this Ulysses fi rst
      saw combat at the
      “Battle of Palo Alto”
      in TX (init.)
12  a TX doc is current
      pres. of this assn.

48  slain
49  this Ron was “Tarzan”
      on NBC (1966-68)
50  a church building recess
51  more mentally healthy
52  TXism: “he’s ugly as
      homemade ___”
53  TXism: “fi ts like ugly
      __  __ ape”
54  “Lexington” at Corpus
      Christi is an _____-class
      aircraft carrier

56  TXism:
      “worn __  _
      frazzle” (tired)
57  hospital trauma
      rooms (abbr.)
58  Tex Ritter sang
      “___ Whiskey”

13  in Ellis County on
      U.S. 67 & 287
14  a Great Lake
15  TXism: “___  _
      spell” (rest)
16  TXism: “tow ____”
      (burlap bag)
18  graduate sch. test
20  this Holley wrote
      fi rst English history
      of Texas (init.)
23  “mi casa es __
      casa” (neighborly)
24  TX Marcus
      Johnson is a WR
      in this state
25  TXism: “beats any-
      thing I ____ saw”
26  TV controller

27  early name: “El Paso
      ___  ___ del Norte”
32  it’s placed in the 
      Abilene Reporter-
      News, e.g.
33  TXism: “that’ll __
      nicely” (OK)
34  TX Kristofferson is
      narrator in 2007
      fi lm “__ Not There”

36  TX Sessions was
      dir. of this agcy.
37  TXism: “he could out 
      ___  _ six-legged
      bobcat” (fast)
38  time goes by
39  TX singer English
      of Lawrence Welk
40  J.R. Ewing’s wife:
      “Sue _____”
41  at any time
43  17th gov. Roberts
      (fi rst two init.)
45  __ “Too Tall” Jones
47  “S” of “ESP”
48  Raymondville AM
55  “____ of use”
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FOOTBALL

Bearcats roll past North Forney

CYNTHIA LLEWELLYN/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Jojo Earle celebrates following a touchdown against North Forney.
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TexSCAN Week of 
December 20, 2020

ACREAGE
Hunting/investment/recreational property. We 
have some of the best in Texas! From the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde County, free 
ranging exotics) to South Texas (Kinney, Duval, Live 
Oak County, whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 
30-year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 
Call toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

AUCTIONS
Real Estate Auctions: 10+/- ac w/Office, Home & 
Warehouse – Jan 21. Public Inspection 11-2 p.m. Fri., 
Dec 18 & Jan 8. Three Rivers, TX, 345 & 349 Highway 
72. Just over an hour from San Antonio & Corpus 
Christi. Auctions: 11am, Thu Jan 21 on site or bid live 
from anywhere at auctionnetwork.com. 800-801-8003, 
williamsauction.com/TX.

43rd Annual Cattleman Bull & Female Sale Jan. 
23, 2021, 12:00 Noon, El Campo Livestock Auction, 
El Campo, TX. Expecting 100 Bulls. Also selling 
a group of select females. www.cattlemansale.com 
Adrian Knight Tx Lic #11102, 903-452-7591; Kelly 
Conley Tx Lic #9558, 903-850-3449.

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators. The weather is 
increasingly unpredictable. Be prepared for power 
outages. FREE 7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Schedule your FREE in-home assessment 
today. Call 1-855-704-8579. Special financing for 
qualified customers.

MAINTENANCE
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off 
and 0% financing for those who qualify. PLUS Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-815-5722.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help FAST, 
24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with 
GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL 
844-831-1525. FREE Brochure.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. NOT just a discount plan, REAL 
coverage for 350 procedures. Call 1-855-901-0467 
for details. www.dental50plus.com/txpress.   6118-0219 

WANTED
FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for cylinders 
and cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. 
Certified Professionals. Call (312) 291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
273 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or servics advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

www.metalmar ts.com

817-599-4186 • Fax: 817-599-3326
2100 Burton Street • Weatherford, Texas 76087

GOING GREEN with COOL ROOFING

�
�

ENERGY EFFICIENT 
& LOOKS GREAT!

WIND & FIRE RESISTANT

STEEL BUILDINGS
AVAILABLE IN

MULTIPLE SIZES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 25 years!

MMMetal Mart
THE TRUSTED SOURCE FOR ALL YOUR

METAL BUILDING COMPONENT NEEDS!
� RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL STEEL ROOFING
� CUSTOM TRIM AND FLASHING � PURLIN & TUBING
� EASY BOLT PRE-FABRICATED STEEL BUILDINGS
� MINI STORAGE SYSTEMS � POWER TOOLS
� VENTS & SKYLIGHTS � HARDWARE & ACCESSORIES
� SYNTHETIC UNDERLAYMENT � INSULATION
� SEALANTS & CLOSURES � CARPORT PACKAGES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 28 years!

621 N. FM 1187, ALEDO, TX 
817-441-2702 • FAX: 817-441-2708

Store Hours: M-F 8:30-6:30 • Saturday 9 am-Noon

• Compounding Specialists 
Hormone Therapy 
Weight Loss 
E D Medications 
Smoking Cessation 
Pain Creams 
Veterinarian Medications 
Herbal Medications

• Nursing Homes
• Assisted Living
• Medicare Billing for Flu & 

Pneumonia Immunizations

Compare  
our prices with 

chain pharmacies 
and mail  

order

Flu  
Shots Now 
Available

I-20 ANIMAL HOSPITAL
817-341-3331817-341-3331

3713 Fort Worth Hwy  Between Exits 415 and 414 
Hudson Oaks, TX  76087

www.I-20animalhospital.com

OPEN 24 HOURSOPEN 24 HOURS
DAILYDAILY

GENERAL PET WELLNESS 
HEALTH CARE
• INTERNAL MEDICINE
• SURGERY 

General and Advanced
• RADIOLOGY 

Digital including dental
• LASER THERAPY
• Computed Tomography 
              (CT scan)-NEW!                         

• EMERGENCY & CRITICAL 
CARE

• COMPLETE IN-HOUSE 
LABORATORY

• DENTAL CARE 
General and Advanced

• ULTRASONOGRAPHY
• ONCOLOGY
• ENDOSCOPY 

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

MyserOrtho.com  •  817-441-8700  •  Aledo & Willow Park

COVERAGE FOR ALL THE
THINGS YOU CARE FOR
Norman Gough
Cell: 817-332-9825
8253 Camp Bowie West Blvd
Fort Worth, TX 76116
ngough@farmersagent.com

Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C. 
Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry

Diplomate of American Board of Pediatric Dentistry
Fellow of American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101
Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087

Ofc:817-441-2425 • Fax: 817-441-2491
www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com

817.441.1298

TACLB019133C

817.441.1298817.441.1298
Serving Parker County/Tarrant County

StaLLons
A•C

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

Locally owned 
and operated

Commercial & 
Residential

We install new systems, 
service and repair of 
all makes & 
models.

www.stallonsac.com
0% interest for 

48 months. 
(With Approved Credit)

FOOTBALL

Bearcats set to take on Frisco
By Nolan Ruth
The Community News

Editor’s Note: To avoid confusion, 
this issue of The Community News, 
while dated Dec. 25, 2020, actually 
went to press on Tuesday, Dec. 22, 
and was mailed Wednesday, Dec. 
23 for local delivery on Thursday, 
Dec. 24. Thus, we feel this advance 
is timely.

A record will be broken for the 
Bearcats football team on Thursday. 
The regional semifinal against the 
Frisco Raccoons (8-1) will be the 
latest Aledo has ever played in a 
calendar year. It will only set the 
record by one day. The latest the 
Bearcats have played is Dec. 23. 
That happened back in 2017 when 
the Bearcats lost to College Station 
in the state championship. The 
Bearcats now prepare to play on 
Christmas Eve at a stadium they are 
relatively familiar with.

The Bearcats are 3-0 when play-
ing at The Ford Center at The Star. 
The last win came last season when 
they beat Ennis in overtime to win 
the Regional Title. This time they 
are playing to go to the regional 
final.

The Bearcats are coming off of a 
big win over North Forney that saw 
Demarco Roberts and Jo Jo Earle 
have a field day. Roberts rushed for 
224 yards and 4 touchdowns, while 
Earle rushed for 28 yards and two 
scores. Earle added a 82 yard punt 
return TD for good measure. The 
defense also broke out of its shell in 
the second half. In total, 18 differ-
ent Bearcats recorded a tackle last 
Friday. Both BJ and Jaden Allen 

came away with interceptions as 
well.

While Frisco may not be as 
formidable an opponent as North 
Forney was, expect them to be just 

as physical. The Raccoons offense 
operates out of the Slot-T which 
means one thing: they are going 
to run the ball up the middle...a 
lot. So far, the Racoons have two 

rushers with more than 400 yards, 
one surpassing 300 and 200, and 
four with more than 100. That’s 
not to say they won’t ever throw the 
ball, however. Quarterback Caree 

Green will occasionally fake a hand 
off and throw to a wide open target 
downfield. The key for the Bearcat 
defense is to stuff the middle while 
still keeping safeties back to play 
the pass.

The Raccoon defense is very 
physical as well. It is a defense that 
relies on taking away your biggest 
weapon. This past week against 
South Oak Cliff, Frisco’s defense 
keyed in on the skill players and 
took the speed game away from 
them. The good thing about that 
for Aledo is the multiple offensive 
weapons. Expect multiple players to 
be stepping up offensively Thursday 
night. 

On a historical note, this will 
be the first meeting between the 
Bearcats and Raccoons since 1999 
in the regional semifinal round. 
The Bearcats took that game by a 
score of 17-10 and eventually fell 
to Texarkana Liberty-Eylau in the 
semifinals

Thursday’s winner will play the 
winner of Mansfield Timberview vs. 
Lucas Lovejoy.

CYNTHIA LLEWELLYN/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

BJ Allen (7) upends a North Forney runner. Also shown are Keenan Hess (40), Eli Valencia (23), and Logan Flinta 
(13).
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There's no way we could go through 
Christmas without making sure our whole 

community can celebrate along with us so...
we will be holding FOUR outdoor parking lot 

Christmas Eve services! 

Simply park and turn on your radio.

Aledo United Methodist Church
Oak and Pecan

817 4418329
info@aledoumc.org

@ ALEDO UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

JOIN US IN THE PARKING LOT

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Landry Simmons sinks one of his six three-pointers against 
Brownwood.

BASKETBALL

Bearcats blast Brownwood
Head to the holidays with 12-1 
record
By Randy Keck
The Community News

The Aledo Bearcats closed out their 
pre-Christmas-holiday portion of the season 
in style, defeating Brownwood 67-42 at home 
on Dec. 18.

Aledo started quickly with a three-pointer 
by senior Landry Simmons, who was red-hot 
from outside the circle, hitting six treys from 
the left, the right, and the top of the key.

Junior Daniel Sohn followed with a put-
back, and inside drive, and another tripe by 
Simmons quickly had Aledo up 10-4.

Clark Crawford wide open under the basket 
put Aledo up 12-4, prompting a Brownwood 
time out.

Simmons sun another trey from the side 
before Brownwood got serious about scoring, 
scoring five points before a Sohn to Simons fast 
break and a drive by Sohn put Aledo up 19-10 
at the end of the first quarter.

Sohn ended up with 27 points, some hard-
earned off offensive rebounds and inside action. 
Simons had 24, but the synergy of the two 
players turned out to be greater than the sum 
of their efforts.

Brownwood opened the second quarter with 
five points before Simmons to Sohn led to the 
ALedo’s first second quarter basket, and Sohn 
on a fast break continued padding Aledo’s lead, 
23-15. Simons scored on a stutter-step fast-
break and sunk another three when Braedyn 
Eicke got on the board with a jumper, Sohn 
added an inside move basket, and then sunk a 
left-handed shot to put Aledo up 35-20.

Crawford closed the second quarter with a 
put back and Aledo went to the locker room up 
37-24.

Highlights from the second half included 
junior Jack Conner, who took a pass from Sohn 
and was fouled hard under the basket, sinking 
two free throws, a nice drive by sophomore 
Exavier Anderson, and a steal by Anderson 
leading to a basket by Sohn.

The Aledo JV defeated Brownwood 77-29.

December 18, 2020
Aledo	 19	 18	 16	 14	 67
B’wood	 10	 14	 13	 5	 42
Daniel Sohn 27, Landry Simmons 22, Braedyn Eicke 5, Clark Crawford 
4, Jack Conner 4, Trever Darton 3, Xavier Anderson 2

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Exavier Anderson (11) battles under the basket.

HOPE
is eternal

May this season bring renewed 
hope and joy to you and yours.

The CommuniTy news
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FREE 5ml bottle while supplies last
709 N FM 1187, Suite 700 • Aledo

817-782-9993

709 N FM 1187, Suite 700 - Aledo
817-782-9993

Life insurance 
from a real-life 
person.

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL

Get life insurance that comes 
with someone local (me).  
I’m here to help you protect 
your family’s financial future. 
LET’S TALK TODAY.

1708148

Bobby J Rigues, Agent
411 FM 1187 N
Aledo, TX  76008

Bus: 817-441-9966
bobby@bobbyrigues.com

Moritz Chevrolet · Chrysler · Jeep
Loop 820 & Hwy 580 (Camp Bowie West) · 817-696-2000

Moritz Kia · 8501 I-30 · 817-560-6000

Bearcats — Ladycats!Bearcats — Ladycats!

ALL-DISTRICT SOCCERALL-DISTRICT SOCCER

Bearcats!Bearcats! Bearcats

Off to a Great Start!Off to a Great Start!

BB tss
BasketballBasketball

Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C. 
Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry

Diplomate of American Board of Pediatric Dentistry
Fellow of American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101
Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087

Ofc:817-441-2425 • Fax: 817-441-2491
www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com

Spirit Page

PHOTOS BY CYNTHIA LLEWELLYN
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