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New mayors set to take posts in Aledo and Hudson Oaks
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

Though still a relative newcomer 
to the city council, Nick Stanley has 
now been elected as the top govern-
ment official in Aledo.

Meanwhile, down the road, Tom 
Fitzpatrick has been a staple in 
Hudson Oaks government for more 
than two decades.

Both won their races handily, 
and each will now be working with 
their opponents in the race. Stanley 
won by a 59-41 percent margin over 
fellow councilman Shane Davis 
(Place 1), and Fitzpatrick by a 65-35 
percent count over his fellow coun-
cilman Brian Lixey (Place 2).

Nick Stanley
“I am honored that the people of 

Aledo have chosen me to be the next 
Mayor of Aledo,” Stanley said. “I 
believe that I was successful in win-
ning the election because the issues 
that I am focused on are represen-
tative of the same issues that are 
priorities for the residents of Aledo.”

Stanley, 38, will replace long-
time Aledo Mayor Kit Marshall, 
who announced she would not seek 
re-election so she could run for 
Texas House District 60. She had 
been mayor since 2006 after having 
previously served four years on the 
Aledo council.

“Mayor Marshall has served the 
citizens of Aledo honorably over the 
last two decades. Kit loves Aledo 
and her passion is indisputable. My 
goal is to continue that service by 
building on the strong foundation 

that she has left after her many years 
of faithful leadership,” Stanley said.

The short time Stanley has been 
on the council has been a busy time. 
For example, the council has priori-
tized the repair and reconstruction 
of Bailey Ranch Road, which is cur-
rently underway, and the Phase 1 
portion (FM 1187 to Champions) is 
set to be fully reconstructed by the 
end of 2022 or first of 2023. 

Stanley has been a staunch 
advocate for the current updat-
ing the city’s Unified Development 
Code (UDC) to include utilizing 
form-based codes, in addition to 
conventional zoning, to ensure high 

standards for developments, restau-
rants, retail, and manufacturing.

He has also been a proponent of 
studying how to best fund an Aledo 
Police Department in a fiscally 
responsible way, including exploring 
grant funding.

Stanley also advocated for the 
implementation of wastewater win-
ter averaging to save residents on 
their wastewater charges, which is 
being phased in. This practice com-
piles water use during the winter 
and is used to determine maximum 
sewer charges for the upcoming 
year. 

Fitzpatrick Stanley

Turn to MAYORS, page A3
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Bonds 
approved for 
new city hall
Council delays action 
on Dean Ranch
By Randy Keck
The Community News

The Aledo City Council voted 
unanimously to issue tax and reve-
nue certificates of obligation totaling 
$18.5 million for the purpose of con-
structing a new city hall and police 
station.

The council voted vote was taken 
at a special meeting on Wednesday, 
May 18. In a related matter, the 
council voted to authorize new City 
Manager Noah Simon to sign con-
tracts with Randall Scott Architects 
for design work on the new structure.

It is anticipated that the bonds 
will sell in August, and that con-
struction of the new city hall would 
begin in the spring.

Additionally, the council voted 
to delay by one week (until its reg-
ularly-scheduled council meeting 
on May 26) any action on a Dean 
Ranch Development Agreement. 
The city received an additional 243 
acres of extraterritorial jurisdiction 
from the City of Fort Worth last year 
from north of Sonic to Bankhead.

“It [the delay] was specifically 
for a little more specificity in the 
the design standards,” Aledo Mayor 
Kit Marshall told The Community 
News. “All of the other nuts and bolts 
are great. It’s a wonderful develop-
ment. It’s a great deal.There just 
needed to be a few more details 
regarding the amenities.”

Developer D.R. Horton pur-
chased the acreage, and it is assumed 
that with a development agreement 
the city will then annex the property.

The council also approved the 
results of the May 7 election.

Nick Stanley was elected mayor. 
Christian Pearson was elected to 
City Council Place 2 and Nelson T. 
Rowls was elected to City Council 
Place 4.

Branch to Hope closes 
on 22-acre  
Aledo-area property
By Randy Keck
The Community News

What began as a dream has 
become a reality for Mary Jean 
(MJ) Bentley and the board of 
directors of the new Branch to 
Hope Community Center just out-
side of Aledo.

The original plans, as report-
ed in the Feb. 18 issue of The 
Community News, was the devel-
opment of a legacy community 
center. The original vision was that 
the physical facility would be a 
for-profit operation, while minis-
try and other activities would be 
nonprofit.

However, as plans moved for-
ward, Bentley realized that the 
entire organization needed to be 
a nonprofit. Her original partners 
needed a for-profit organization, 
so they parted ways.

The resulting Branch to Hope 
(BTH) Community Center is locat-
ed on 22 acres just southwest of 
Aledo. The board of directors 
envision a place where youth and 
families can meet for enrichment 
activities.

According to materials from the 
center, the fast-paced nature of our 
world combined with over-sched-
uling, overuse of electronics, and 
communication on social media 
create “an atmosphere of anxi-
ety, depression, suicide ideation, 
ADHD, and physical illnesses.”

Branch to Hope aims to 
provide “a place to slow down, 
unwind, enjoy time away from the 
hustle and bustle and experience 
the beauty of caring attitudes and 
God’s nature.”

Toward that aim, BTH plans 
classes and recreational events 
for all ages, including recre-
ational sports, mini petting zoos, 
gardening, horseback riding, 
sewing, fishing, baking, cooking, 
game nights, crafts, tutoring, and 
events like dances, songwriters in 
the round, fishing competitions, 
Valentine dance, Easter Egg hunts, 
pumpkin  patches, and other 
events.

Phase I of the plans have been 
set in motion. The board recently 
closed on the property and took 
possession last week. Their next 
step is to improve the road to the 
facility to two lanes and create a 
sand volleyball court.

Phase II includes a 23,000 
square-foot event center, a school/
chapel, and a parking lot.

The facility already has stables, 
and Phase III includes adding ani-
mals and caretakers to the mix, 
along with an olympic swimming 
pool facility.

Bentley serves as the chair 
of the board. The vice chair is 
Fort Worth businessman Robert 
McCarthy, Sr. Bradley Manning, a 

CPA who lives in Hudson Oaks, is 
the secretary/treasurer.

Additional board members are 
Kevin Bentley, who works with 
a physician management com-
pany; Bobbie Cox, developer of 
the Branch to Hope app; Brad 
Hunstable, CEO and co-founder 
of Linear Labs; local real estate 
broker Stacy Lynch; and realtor 
Aaron Valencia.

Next week The Community 
News will look at how Branch to 
Hope came to be, and the motiva-
tions of its founding board.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

The board of directors of the new Branch to Hope gathered recently in the entrance to the welcome center. 
Shown are (from left) Brad Manning, Brad Hunstable, Aaron Valencia, Stacy Lynch, MJ Bentley, Bobbie Cox, 
and Robert McCarthy.

DAY OF HOPE

Branch to Hope Community 
Center will host the inaugural 
Day of Hope from 4-8 p.m. on 
Sunday, May 22, at its new 
facility at 699 Susie Lane in 
Aledo.

Activities during the event will 
include fishing, food trucks, 
music, a mini rodeo, pet-
ting zoo, horses, community 
booths, and face painting.

For more information, 
email branch2hope@gmail.com 
or visit branchtohope.org and 
click on “Community Center.”

Done Deal

mailto:branch2hope@gmail.com
http://branchtohope.org
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ATEX TRASH 
SERVICESERVICE

PROVIDING EXCELLENT 
SERVICE FOR THOSE 

OUTSIDE THE CITY LIMITS

WEEKLY SERVICE: 
$35 PER MONTH
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operated since 2010
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SUNDAY BRUNCH
12-5 p.m.

Free Ice Cream for Kids

HIRING ALL POSITIONS!

Second Sunday program builds relationships
The Church at the Crossing in 

Aledo is a congregation that works 
outside its walls.

One example is the Refugee min-
istry, which supports families that 
have been invited to the US to escape 
war-torn areas from around the 
world.

Teri Kubosh, Ministry Assistant 
at the church, said the ministry is 
aimed toward refugees that come to 
the US after helping our military or 
our government in some way. The 
refugees live in Fort Worth.

“Our government gets them out 
of  whichever country they’re from 
and brings them here. And they have 
to reestablish life here,” she said. The 
church helps with getting them basic 
household necessities.

“At school, we do backpacks and 
school supplies, that kind of thing,” 
Kubosh said. Recently the church 
organized a book drive for the 
refugees.

“We asked our church members 
to bring new or gently used books, 
and we had a great turnout, great 
response, and they were able to take 
those over last Sunday and give those 
to the children over there,” Kubosh 
said. “There also is a literacy program 
that teaches English to the people 
when they come over. And they 
always need volunteers for that. We 
help for that, as well.”

In addition, the youth of the 
church visit the refugees every sec-
ond Sunday for service.

Hilary Bodiford, Girls Youth 
Director at the church, said the ref-
ugees come from Africa, the Middle 
East, and Asia.

“We take our students in our stu-
dent ministry (grades 7-12) and we 
invite all the kids in the neighbor-
hood,” Bodiford said. “So we’ve seen 
kids as young as two or three and up 
to their teenage years; they come and 
we hang out, we play some games, 
we’ll have a snack, and then we will 
read a story to the kids that stick 
around — usually, it’s the younger 
ones.”

Bodiford said they want to make 
sure every story has a message to it, 

whether a gospel message or a pos-
itive message that encourages them.

“The purpose of our Second 
Sunday is to build relationships with 
the kids in the apartment complex,” 
Bodiford said. “Because in the sum-
mer we do a week long VBS and our 
hope is to share the gospel of Jesus 
Christ with them and prove that 

we’re not just ‘one and done’ — that 
we are here and we care about their 
lives and their hearts and whatever 
the Lord has for them.”

Upcoming Events:
Adventure Week June 27-30
CrossYth summer camp June 12-18
Kidz Kamp July 7-11

https://www.community-news.com/in-around-parker-county/
https://crossingaledo.com
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Talha Riaz, MD Medical Oncologist/Hematologist | Aaron Laine, MD, PhD Radiation Oncologist

WWW.THECENTERTX.COM | 817.759.7000
Weatherford

FORT WORTH CENTRAL CAMPUS • FORT WORTH SOUTHWEST • ARLINGTON
WEATHERFORD • BURLESON • GRANBURY • MINERAL WELLS • STEPHENVILLE

Pastor, Clark Bosher

“As mayor, my priorities 
are planning for the formation 
of an Aledo Police Department 
to better protect our residents, 
increasing transparency and 
communication with our 
citizens, enacting econom-
ic development policies, and 
updating our zoning ordi-
nances to allow for smart 
and intentional development 
that will bolster a strong local 
economy, increasing our com-
munication and cooperation 
with the Aledo ISD to bet-
ter work together on issues 
that are of mutual impact, and 
improving our mobility, trans-
portation, and other critical 
infrastructure that will sup-
port a healthy and vibrant city 
as we continue to grow,” he 
said.

Stanley takes over as the 
city prepares to move forward 
with a new governmental for-
mat, one that will now have a 
city manager leading the day-
to-day operations, a change he 
has pushed for. For years that 
has been the job of the mayor.

“The move to a 
council-manager form of gov-
ernment was something that 
I petitioned for before being 
elected to council, so naturally 
I am a big proponent of oper-
ating in this form,” he said. 

With the voters approving 
the Home Rule Charter and 
thereby adopting that form, 
the city hired a full-time city 
manager, Noah Simon. He 
started Monday, May 16.

“He comes to us with a 
wealth of experience, and I 
could not be more optimistic 
about our future with him at 
the helm,” Stanley said.

Stanley previously 
held a position as outreach 
director, working for U.S. 
Congresswoman Kay Granger 
in the 12th U.S. Congressional 
District in Texas.

Tom Fitzpatrick
Fitzpatrick, 63, has been 

serving on Place 4 on the 
Hudson Oaks City Council 
since first being elected in 
2001 as a write-in candidate. 
Much of that time he has 
also served as mayor pro-tem 
(2006-18 and again in 2021). 

He replaces Marc Pavero, 
mayor since 2018, who 
announced he would not seek 
re-election in favor of running 
for Parker County Sheriff.

His two-plus decades on 
the council have included such 
milestones as:

Fixing the city’s water 
problems by connecting the 
north and south sides of the 
city. “That was a huge, big 
improvement,” he said. “I 
couldn’t get one hose with one 
sprinkler enough (pressure) 
for the sprinkler to go around.”

• Upgrading to a fully profes-
sional police department.

• Professionalizing city staff, 
including hiring a city 
manager.

• Bringing high-speed inter-
net and Nextlink to the city.

• Bringing businesses such 
as HEB and Walmart 
Supercenter to town.

• Maintaining zero property 
tax. “And we don’t intend 
to have one,” he said.

“We’ve been very stable 
and having a 21-year council-
man as mayor is indicative of 
that,” Fitzpatrick said.

As for his goals as mayor, 
Fitzpatrick said, “You can’t 
stop progress. You try to plan 
for it and not be surprised.”

He added that dealing with 
traffic on Interstate 20 is a 
challenge his and neighbor-
ing cities Willow Park and 
Weatherford are going to have 
to contend with as well.

“How do we keep Hudson 
Oaks the community everyone 
wants to live in?” he asked.

MAYORS
from page A1

ALEDO ISD

New members of the Bearcat 
Leadership Team announced

By Mercedes Mayer
Aledo ISD

Aledo ISD recently named seven 
new members of the Bearcat Leadership 
Team, including the director of special 
programs, the associate principal of the 
new AISD Early Childhood Academy, 
an instructional technology coordi-
nator, a math coordinator, and three 
instructional specialists.

“We are excited to build upon what 
is already a strong Bearcat Leadership 
Team with these experienced educa-
tors,” Superintendent Dr. Susan Bohn 
said. “These new Bearcats fill import-
ant roles and will impact students 
everyday. I look forward to learning 
from them and watching them grow in 
these roles.”

Margaret Bloodworth will be the 
district’s new Director of Special 
Programs. Bloodworth has been the 
Special Education Facilitator for 
Carroll ISD since 2021. Prior to that, 
she was an educational diagnosti-
cian in the Eagle Mountain-Saginaw 
ISD from 2008 to 2021. Bloodworth 
was a middle school inclusion and 
resource reading teacher at Stevens 
Middle School in the Crowley ISD 
from 2002 to 2004, a middle school 
inclusion teacher at Austin Middle 
School in the Irving ISD from 2000 
to 2002, and a middle school resource 
math and language arts teacher at TJR 
Middle School in the Nacogdoches ISD 
from 1999 to 2000. Bloodworth has a 
bachelor’s from TCU and a masters in 
special education from Texas Woman’s 
University.  

“I am thrilled to join the Bearcat 
Leadership Team as the new Director 
of Special Programs,” Bloodworth said. 
“This district has a reputation of excel-
lence that has been evident throughout 
the interview process. I am excited 
and committed to developing relation-
ships and building on the district’s 
current successes. It will be my honor 
to serve the students, staff and families 

in Aledo ISD and the Special Programs 
department as we work together to 
carry out the vision and mission of 
#growinggreatness in the district.”

Christy Tolbert has been named 
the Associate Principal of the new 
Early Childhood Academy. In this 
role, Tolbert will also lead the district’s 
English as a Second Language (ESL) 
and summer programming. Tolbert 
has been an assistant principal at Kings 
Manor Elementary in New Caney ISD 
since 2016. Prior to that, she was a 
Pre-K, kindergarten and second-grade 
teacher at Kings Manor (2004-2016) 
and also at Second Baptist Church, 
Brookridge Day School and Rayville 
Elementary. Tolbert has a bachelor’s 
from the University of Louisiana-
Monroe and a masters in bilingual 
education with an emphasis on ESL 
education from the University of Texas-
Rio Grande Valley.

“I am so thankful for the incredible 
opportunity to join Aledo ISD and 
the Early Childhood Academy,” Tolbert 
said. “It is so exciting to know that 
I will be able to work with staff and 
families to provide experiences that 
allow our youngest students and ESL 
students to develop a love for learning 
and foundation for future success.”

Tim Huynh has been named as 
an instructional technology coordina-
tor. Huynh has been a digital learning 
coordinator for the Denton ISD since 
2020. Prior to that, he was an instruc-
tional technology trainer in the Eagle 
Mountain-Saginaw ISD from 2018 to 

2020 and an instructional technology 
specialist in Denton ISD from 2017 to 
2018. Huynh also taught sixth grade 
science at McMath Middle School in the 
Denton ISD from 2012 to 2017. Huynh 
has a bachelor’s from the University 
of North Texas and a masters of edu-
cation in educational leadership from 
Texas Woman’s University.

“My family and I are beyond excit-
ed to be joining an exceptional school 
district and being part of the Bearcat 
family,” Huynh said. “This opportu-
nity is such an honor for me, and 
something I feel passionate about. I 
am excited to help drive Aledo ISD’s 
instructional goals in a digital con-
text to positively impact our students’ 
learning experience.”

Deanne Torres has been named as 
the district’s math coordinator. Torres 
has been a middle school (6-8 grade) 
math interventionist for Aledo ISD 
since 2021. Prior to that, she taught 
math at McAnally Intermediate from 
2014 to 2021, and she was a fourth 
grade math and science teacher at 
Spicer Elementary in the Birdville ISD 
from 2012 to 2014. Torres has a bach-
elor’s from the University of Texas at 
Arlington. 

“I am thankful for the opportunity 
to serve Aledo ISD students and staff 
as the Math Curriculum Coordinator,” 
Torres said. “The foundation that our 
math department has is solid, and I am 
excited to help build upon our tradition 
of excellence. I look forward to working 

Bloodworth Tolbert Huynh Torres

Turn to TEAM, page A8

http://


A4  May 20, 2022  THE COMMUNITY NEWSA4  May 20, 2022  THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Churches
817-901-9455
5050 S Hwy 5

Aledo, TX

EVERYONE WELCOME
WWW.PCCOWBOYCHURCH.ORG

Sundays
Bible Study 8:30 AM
Service 10:00 AM

PARKER COUNTY COWBOY CHURCH
PCCC

16250 Old Weatherford Road
Aledo, Texas

For current Mass Times visit our website at:
www.HolyRedeemerAledo.org

For more information contact the Parish Office at 817-441-3500

The Willow Park  
Church of 

Christ
721 Ranch House Road

Sunday Worship Assembly – 10:30 am

www.thewillowparkchurchofchrist.com

YOU'RE INVITED!

SUNDAY'S AT 10:00AM 

SUNDAY

ADD YOUR CHURCH

Call 817-441-7661  
for special rates  

on the church page.
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Obituaries
Noah Hudson Bates

Noah Hudson Bates, age 11, passed 
away peacefully on Sunday, May 15th, 
2022, following a 
tragic UTV accident.

Noah was born 
on October 18, 2010, 
in Plano to parents 
Glenn and Katy Bates.

There are no 
words to adequately 
capture the spirit of 
Noah Bates. A bois-
terous and happy 
child, Noah was fol-
lowed everywhere by 
the laughs he gifted to those around him. 
He was lively, outgoing, and funny; he 
never let an opportunity for fun pass him 
by. Noah enjoyed hunting, fishing, riding 
dirt bikes, and shooting guns. He lived 
his daily life to the fullest, ensuring the 
happiness of everyone around him.

Noah loved to be outside, especially 
playing Bearcat football and Fort Worth 
Cats baseball. Noah loved all kinds of 
music, from rap to Christian, vintage 
cars and trucks, and especially spending 
time with his family and friends. Noah’s 
infectious smile, outgoing nature, and 
love for those around him will be car-
ried in the hearts of everyone who knew 
him. Noah adored his family, he was the 
brightest spirit in every room, and he will 
be immeasurably missed, by all.

Noah is survived by his parents, Glenn 
Allen Bates and Katy Rae Bates of Aledo; 
sister Skylar Lambert of Aledo; sister, 
Lindsey Rodgers and husband Austin 
of Edmond, Oklahoma; grandpar-
ents, Lowell and Patty Holder of Aledo; 
great-grandmother, Mary Jane Pannell of 
Denton; great-grandmother, Flora Steen 
of Fort Worth; and numerous aunts, 
uncles, and cousins. Noah is preceded 
in death by, grandparents John and Effie 
Bates, Uncles Maynard Bates, Donald 
Bates, William Bates, and Luke Holder.

The memorial service is set for 1:30 
p.m. Monday, May 23, at Christ Chapel 
Bible Church-West, 3910 E I-20 West 
Freeway in Willow Park.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks for 
donations to the Noah Bates Memorial 
Foundation – please, no flowers. This foun-
dation will bridge a gap of financial support 
for children aspiring to achieve success at 
the collegiate level. Donate via Venmo: 
@NoahBatesMemorialFoundation or by 
contacting First Financial Bank Account# 
8211008296.

The Community News 
May 20, 2022

Noah Bates

CHRISTOPHER AMOS/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

The Aledo High School Wind Ensemble, Choir, and AHS Colorguard combined to perform the annual Night at the Pops on May 13 and 14 with a 
“Road Trip” theme.
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Bearcats of Character

As a part of the Aledo 
ISD’s new character educa-
tion program - the Positivity 
Project or P2 - the district has 
launched Aledo Bearcats of 
Character that recognizes the 
good character on display by 
students across the district. 
In April, Aledo ISD Trustees 
recognized Bearcats of 
Character with Enthusiasm! 
P2 says that someone display-
ing enthusiasm approaches 
life with excitement and ener-
gy and also energizes others 
around them.

Congratulations to the fol-
lowing students:

Aledo High School: Kaden 
Thompson, 12th grade

Kaden always has a smile 
on his face. He is apprecia-
tive, kind and always willing 
to step in and help. He makes 
everyone feel like they are 
important. Kaden’s positive 
energy is contagious.

Aledo Learning Center: 
Keshawn Stewart, 11th 
grade

Keshawn has shown his 
enthusiasm for learning and 

about finishing his courses 
and graduating early. The 
ALC staff also share they 
have seen Keshawn share 
this enthusiasm with fellow 
students. When someone is 
struggling with a concept in 
class, Keshawn will often take 
the time away from his own 
studies to help.

Daniel Ninth Grade: 
Thaddeus Keller, 9th grade

Thad exhibits great enthu-
siasm in various ways. As an 
active member of the DNG 
Student Council, Thad is 
always coming up with great 
ideas on how to make oth-
ers happy and our campus a 
joyful place for all students. 
He recently put together a 
presentation on how to incor-
porate activities to bring 
forth Fun Fridays to the 
DNG campus. Thad was very 
enthusiastic about sharing 
this presentation with others. 
His teachers have also shared 
that he always brings joy to 
classes and his peers. Thad 
is very vocal in class with 
positive and encouraging 
comments. At the beginning 

of the year, Thad would even 
stand in the hallway outside 
of one of his classes and greet 
students as they entered the 
classroom. He is an outstand-
ing young man who is always 
eager to please and always 
very willing to serve others. 

Aledo Middle School: 
Robby Sloan, 8th grade

Robby comes to school 
happy every day. He always 
greets AMS staff as well as 
other students with a smile. 
He works hard and is a quiet 
leader for everyone to follow.

    
McAnally Intermediate 
School: Frank Belanger, 
6th grade

Frank exemplifies enthu-
siasm by cheering on his 
classmates and encouraging 
them every day. Frank has 
the best smile, has never met 
a stranger and welcomes any 
new students. On McAnally’s 
house party celebration days, 
Frank is filled with spirit 
and his energy lights up the 
room! Frank has no shortage 
of ENTHUSIASM!

Annetta Elementary 
School: Sadie House, 2nd 
grade

Sadie is always eager and 
willing to learn and try new 
things. She is so passionate 
about her love for learning 
and can often be found shar-
ing her wealth of knowledge 
with others. She gives 100% 
in everything she does and 
her enthusiasm often sparks 
others to think, speak, and act 
with more positive energy. If 
a student around her is strug-
gling, she is the first person 
to cheer them on with words 
of encouragement. You will 
often hear her saying, “You 
can do this!” and “I believe 
in you!”. Her energetic and 
upbeat attitude is contagious! 
When Sadie’s peers were 
asked to describe her, they 
said “She is always excited 
and willing to help people.” 

Coder Elementary School: 
Spencer Thompson, 5th 
grade

From Mrs. Young, 
Spencer’s 5th grade teacher: 
“Spencer was chosen for the 
enthusiasm award because 

he shows up to school every 
day eager to make others 
smile. Spencer lights up the 
classroom with his smile, his 
positive sense of humor, and 
enjoyment for each and every 
part of the school day. I am so 
glad to have Spencer in class 
this year because of his pure 
happiness he shows every 
single day. Spencer has also 
been such a role model for 
our Pre-K students. He loves 
to work with the littles, and 
they love to be with him.” 

McCall Elementary School: 
Owen Gutierrez, 4th  
grade

Owen’s teacher says “As I 
write this I have tears in my 
eyes. Owen has been through 
more than what most kids 
his age have gone through. 
After his cancer diagnosis, he 
has always stayed positive. 
He never once complained 
or said it was not fair. He 
came to school each day after 
surgery and still made his 
friends laugh and encouraged 
them and cheered them on. 
Enthusiasm is just one way 
I would describe him. Mrs. 

Reynolds, McCall School 
Counselor, says, “Owen is also 
an amazing Student Council 
leader! In visiting with his 
mom about this honor - they 
both wanted to share that 
Owen had surgery before 
Spring Break that went very 
well and, despite a six-week 
recovery period, he is doing 
well and expected to make a 
full recovery. Owen returned 
to school a week after his sur-
gery and comes in daily with 
a smile, amazing manners, 
and excitement to learn. He 
even gets to continue playing 
football, which we know fills 
him with enthusiasm!”

Stuard Elementary School: 
Wren Schneider, 5th grade

Wren’s classmates said 
that she is always happy for 
what we do, is always excited 
for her classmates and always 
makes them feel good. She 
gives her all in all she does! 
Staff also recognize Wren’s 
cheerfulness on a daily basis. 
Mrs. Adair, Stuard School 
Counselor, said, “Wren is 
always quick to greet everyone 

Kaden Thompson Keshawn Stewart Thaddeus Keller Robby Sloan Frank Belanger Sadie House Spencer Thompson Owen Gutierrez Wren Schneider

Turn to BEARCATS, page A8
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week’s paper.
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Early voting in the May 24 prima-
ry runoff elections ends Friday, May 
20. Under state law, voters who cast 
ballots in either party’s primary election 
must vote only in the same party’s runoff 
election. Voters who did not cast ballots 
in the primary may vote in either party’s 
runoff election.

Topping the runoff ballots are runoff 
elections for attorney general. Incumbent 
Republican Ken Paxton faces George P. 
Bush, the current land commissioner. On 
the Democratic side, former Galveston 
mayor Joe Jaworski faces Rochelle Garza, 
a Brownsville civil rights attorney. 

There are also statewide runoff races 
for lieutenant governor, land com-
missioner, comptroller and railroad 
commissioner, as well as several congres-
sional seats and spots on the state board 
of education. See the full list of runoff 
races at: https://tinyurl.com/43bzf9v6.

ERCOT urges Texans  
to conserve power

After six power generation plants 
went offline Friday during the start to an 
unseasonably hot weekend, the Electric 
Reliability Council of Texas urged Texans 
to conserve power, the Austin American-
Statesman reported.

As temperatures soared into the 90s 
and even 100s in some parts of the state, 
residents were urged to set thermostats 
to 78 degrees or higher and avoid using 
large appliances such as dishwashers, 
washers and dryers between 3 p.m. and 8 
p.m. The hot weather is sparking record 
electricity demand across the state.

And it’s only May.

Abbott’s use of COVID funds 
on border mission probed

The inspector general for the U.S. 
Treasury Department has opened a 
review into how the state spent federal 
COVID-19 aid funds, with approximately 
$1 billion in relief funds shifted to the 
crackdown on the Texas-Mexico border, 
the Washington Post reported. The aid 
was intended to help local governments 
pay front-line COVID-19 workers, pur-
chase protective equipment and for other 
public health costs.

Richard K. Delmar, the deputy 
inspector general, issued a statement 
citing his office’s mandate “for monitor-
ing and oversight of the distribution” 
of the stimulus spending, which Texas 
received under a federal initiative known 
as the Coronavirus Relief Fund, the Post 
reported. 

“In exercise of that responsibility,” 
Delmar said, “we are currently con-
ducting a review of Texas’s uses of CRF 
monies.” A spokesman for Gov. Greg 
Abbott defended how Texas used federal 
funds received under the Cares Act. 

More than 900 migrants  
sent to D.C.

Under Abbott’s direction, the state has 
sent 35 chartered buses with 922 migrants 
to Washington, D.C. since mid-April, 
The Dallas Morning News reported. The 
governor has called it a “fun” way to get 
President Joe Biden’s attention, harshly 
criticizing the president for the admin-
istration’s border policies. However, The 
Morning News reported the impact on 
the nation’s capital has been minimal, 
with the migrants being processed and 
sent to live in different cities until their 
cases can be heard in court.

“He’s [Abbott] no longer even making 
a big deal about it. You’re not seeing it on 
the nightly news. It’s a dud,” said Abel 
Nuñez, executive director of the Central 
American Resource Center, one of the 
groups helping migrants who arrive from 
Texas. “It’s happening in silence now. 
This is not giving him the political win 
that he wanted.”

The state of Arizona has also begun 
busing migrants to Washington, D.C.

Drought conditions persist 
across state

As a hydrologist for the Texas Water 
Development Board put it, “April wasn’t 
great” in terms of rainfall. However, 
about a sixth of the state did get abun-
dant rainfall, in parts of Central Texas, 
North Texas, and South Texas. Dr. Mark 
Wentzel wrote that rainfall received in 
May could be key to getting through 
the summer without widespread severe 
drought. 

“May, historically, has been the wet-
test month for Texas,” Wentzel wrote. 
“We get an average of 3-1/3 inches of 
rainfall in that month, making it the wet-
test month of the year for us. We want to 
be cautiously optimistic.”

The most severe drought conditions 
are found in the Panhandle and High 
Plains and in the Big Bend area. April 
showers in much of East Texas brought 
both May flowers and an easing of 
drought conditions, according to the U.S. 
Drought Monitor.

COVID-19 cases  
again rise slightly

The number of new COVID-
19 cases in the state during the past 
week rose slightly to 24,092, according 
to the Coronavirus Resource Center at 
Johns Hopkins University, with 73 new 
deaths reported — also a slight increase. 
Once again, the number of lab-con-
firmed COVID-19 hospitalizations in 
Texas stayed steady, with 772 reported 
by the Texas Department of State Health 
Services.

The number of Texans who are fully 
vaccinated now stands at 17.641 million, 
or 60.5% of the state’s population; 6.821 
million Texans have received a booster 
dose, according to DSHS.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-winning 
Texas journalist. He published a number of 
community newspapers in Texas during a 
30-year span, including in Longview, Fort 
Stockton, Nacogdoches and Cedar Park. 
Email: gborders@texaspress.com.

Capital Highlights

Early runoff voting  
ends Friday

Gary Borders
gborders@texaspress.com

As of the end of this month, I 
will have been the owner of The 
Community News for 27 years. 
During that time, I have never 
endorsed a candidate for polit-
ical office, although there was 
one local race several years ago 
when I warned people about 
one of the candidates.

As a community we are 
sitting through an unprecedent-
ed political campaign — the 
Republican primary for our 
representative in Texas House 
District 60 between Mike Olcott 
and Glenn Rogers.

Below I’ll take a look at this 
race from the standpoint of how 
a functioning representative 
democracy should work but we 
have to dispense with a couple 
of details.

First, let’s acknowledge that 
labels like “conservative” and 

“liberal” can be very subjective 
based on where you stand on 
the political left-right spec-
trum. If you are way out at the 
extreme as a liberal, then pret-
ty much any Democrat will be 
seen as not liberal enough (see 
Sanders, Bernie).

Likewise, if you are way out 
at the extreme right, anyone 
standing to your left will be seen 
as not conservative enough (see 
Green, Marjorie Taylor).

Recognizing that, then 
second, I think if we look at tra-
ditional definitions of “liberal” 
and “conservative” there is no 
question that both candidates 
are conservatives, although to 
different degrees.

So I’m going to remove both 
candidates from the equation 
and look at the race in a differ-
ent light.

Because of the enormous 
amount of money being spent 
on this one race for one out of 
150 seats in the Texas house, 
I have deep concerns as they 
relate to the functioning of a 
healthy republic.

After this primary election 
is over and all the reports have 
been filed, I am convinced that 

two billionaires will have spent 
more money to influence your 
vote than both candidates com-
bined, and the two billionaires 
don’t even live in this district.

Heck, they don’t even spend 
their money in this district. Pre-
runoff, their PAC spent more 
than $600,000 with Political 
Communications Advertising 
in New York City and another 
$472,317 with a Salt Lake City 
political advertising firm.

So I’m going to make this 
about the two billionaires.

Taking the names of the can-
didates out of the equation, let’s 
say that the two billionaires’ 
candidate wins. If that happens, 
who will he be beholden to? 
Will he go to Austin to repre-
sent us or them?

Even if he has the purest of 
motives, when it comes down to 
voting on bills, I can guarantee 
that he will take the position his 
two backers want. Because if he 
doesn’t, he knows that when the 
next election cycle begins, they 
will do the same New-York-
based attack campaign to him 
that they are doing to his oppo-
nent today.

Slings&Arrows

The grip of dark money

Randy Keck
rkeck@community-news.com

Your Views
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Support Education - 
Support Glenn Rogers

If you can read this, thank 
a teacher! We cannot take a 
chance on letting Mike Olcott 
and his friends win this election. 
Their views on public education 
and teachers are disturbing to 
me and they should be to you. 
Our school district is the engine 
that runs our town and protects 
the value of our homes. People 
don’t move out here because of 
high taxes; but, they do move 
here for the reputation of our 
school district.

What can we do? We can 
support our educators! I am 
also asking for every adminis-
trator, staff member, teacher, 
and retiree to join me in voting 
for Glenn Rogers. Your vote is 
needed to ensure that we keep 
him in Austin working for us. 
Glenn will listen and be a voice 
for education. He has proven 
that he knows how to get things 
done in Austin. When is the last 
time our retirees received addi-
tional compensation? Thank 
Glenn for your 13th check!

Glenn is a former local 
school board member and the 

son of a public school teacher. 
He understands that the future 
of Texas is in public education.

Do not let low voter turnout 
decide this election! If you for-
got to vote or have not voted, 
early voting ends May 20 and 
May 24 is election day! You can 
vote in this election even if you 
did not vote in the primary. Also 
remember that if you voted for 
Mike Olcott in the March pri-
mary and have since changed 
your mind, you can vote for 
Glenn Rogers.

- Rhonda Torres 
Aledo

Turn to SLINGS, page A8
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MAY 22

Day of Hope
The Branch to Hope 
Community Center will host 
the inaugural Day of Hope 
from 4-8 p.m. on Sunday, 
May 22, at its new facility 
at 699 Susie Lane in Aledo.
The Branch to Hope 
Community Center is a 
multi-generational rec-
reation and event center 
focusing on restoring hope 
and bringing the communi-
ty together through engag-
ing activities for all life 
stages. Activities during the 
event will include fishing, 
food trucks, music, a mini 
rodeo, petting zoo, horses, 
community booths, and 
face painting.
For more information, email 
branch2hope@gmail.com.

JUNE 3

Safe At Home Program
Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service Parker 
County will conduct a 
“Safe @ Home” class from 
10-11:30 a.m. on Friday, 
June 3, at the Parker 
County Extension Office, 
604 North Main Street in 
Weatherford. 
Safe @ Home will provide 
instruction for youth on 
how to be safe inside the 
house, outside the house, 
online, and with others 
when they are home alone. 
It will cover safety habits, 
how to handle emergencies, 
and making a call to 911. 
This class is for youth who 
will be in grades 4-6, or 
ages 9-12. The class will 
equip them to be safe when 
they are home alone.
The cost to attend is $20 
per child, which includes a 
booklet and snack.
To register your child, 
call the Parker County 
Extension Office at 817-

598-6168. Pre-registration 
is required, and space is 
limited.

Aledo Summer Blast
The annual Aledo Summer 
Blast will run from 6-10 
p.m. Friday, June 3, in the 
Aledo High School south 
parking lots.
The event features numer-
ous free activities for fami-
lies and children in addition 
to food trucks, live music 
by Sonny Burgess and Jolie 
Holliday Burgess, and a 
fireworks show after dark.

JUNE 14

Cancer Support Group
A support group to create 
a space for those who have 
battled or are battling can-
cer meets at 6:30 p.m. the 
second Tuesday of each 
month at Aledo United 
Methodist Church, 100 
Pecan Dr. in Aledo.
For more information, email 
Joan Ward at jcjkat1959@
gmail.com.

JUNE 21

Safe Sitter Course
Texas AgriLife Extension 
will conduct a Safe Sitter 
course from 8:30 a.m. to 
3 p.m. on Tuesday, June 
21 at the Parker County 
Extension Office, 604 North 
Main Street in Weatherford.
Safe Sitter is a medical-
ly-accurate program that 
teaches boys and girls ages 
11 and up how to handle 
emergencies when caring 
for children. The class 
teaches safe and nutri-
tion childcare techniques, 
behavior management 
skills, and appropriate 
responses to medical emer-
gencies. CPR basics will be 
covered but will not be a 
certification course.
The cost of the program is 
$50 that will cover mate-

rials and lunch. Any youth 
who would like to take the 
class can sign up by calling 
the Parker County Extension 
office at 817-598-6168.

JUNE 28

Let’s Cook - for kids
Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension will host a cook-
ing class for kids 5 – 8 
from 9:30 a.m. to noon on 
June 28 and 29. The class-
es are targeting young chil-
dren and will focus on My 
Plate, safety in the kitchen, 
easy healthy foods to pre-
pare and fitness activities.
The cost for the two-day 
class is $30 per person. 
Sign up by calling Parker 
County Extension Office at 
817-598-6168.  

JULY 9

Parker County Peach 
Festival
The 37th annual Parker 
County Peach Festival will  
run from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, July 9, in down-
town Weatherford.
Peachy treats are always 
featured, including home-
made peach ice cream, 
peach cobbler, peach pie, 
peach tea, peach smooth-
ies, ice cream topped with 
fresh peaches, or just regu-
lar peaches.
In addition to the vendors, 
many antique and specialty 
stores will have specials 
throughout the day.
Two entertainment stages 
will feature local celebrities 
and entertainers.
For easy transportation to 
the festival, air-conditioned 
shuttles will run from three 
locations. Admission is $10 
for adults, $5 for ages 5-12, 
and free for younger than 5.
For more information, visit 
https://www.parkercoun-
typeachfestival.org.
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  James Bowie was
      carried across the
      Alamo line on this
      (2 wds.)
  5  if you add an “h”
      it’s a 9-time Grammy 
      winner from Texas
  6  gunfi ghter’s 
      “quick ____”
  7  TX “Tarzan” Ely,
      et al.
  8  father children?
      (2 wds.)
17  Scottish “little”
18  Six Flags has 300-
      foot-tall one (2 wds.)
21  TX George H.W. to
      George W. (abbr.)
22  data trans. for
      optical fi ber(abbr.)
23  actress Bacall of
      “Duke’s” last fi lm
      “The Shootist”
24  emphasis typeface
29  Canyon High
      football class
30  male deer
31  TX Nolan Ryan has
      record for __-hitters
32  burger option: “put
      a ______  __  __”
34  Santa Anna’s San
      Jacinto disguise
35  a meeting between
      a teacher, mom,
      and dad (abbr.)
36  raider, plunderer
37  Davy’s home st.
38  TX Roddenberry’s
      “Star ____”
39  Florida resort
      complex (2 wds.)
41  male pigs

  1  located in the 
      Permian Basin of
      West Texas (2 wds.)
  2  in Texas, this
      person is called a
      medical examiner
  3  the easternmost
      city in Texas
  4  whip used to spank
      Scottish school kids
  9  give a silent ok to
      another (2 wds.)
10  TXism: “___  _ little
      horse trading”
      (negotiated)
11  UT grad Wallach

42  TXism: “play possum”
43  “Big Texan” will not
      charge for a 72-ounce
      steak if you can ___  __
44  they mark navigation
      lanes near Galveston
45  Scotland’s longest river
46  cowboy’s shout:
       “___pee ki yay”
47  TX Steve who wrote and
      sang “Guitar Town”
48  defrauded

50  Galveston,
      e.g.
51  ___pei, Taiwan
52  moon to
      Houston: “The
      Eagle ___ landed”
53  TX Zellweger does
      this for a living 12  he was “Gus” on

      TX-based “Lone-
      some Dove” (init.)
13  middle name of TX
      singer Roy Orbison
14  in Pecos County
      on U.S. 190
15  TXism: “____ store
      cowboy” (dude)
16  respectful response
      to a man: “yes ___”
19  arenas for Texas
      pro basketball
20  “school of hard
      _____”
22  golf course area
      before a green  
24  late hit by 13-down:
      “You Got __” (1989)

25  ___ Green County
26  TX “Old Yeller”
      became _  ___ dog
27  loop of rope to 
      throw on a cow
28  in Hill County, 
      off I-35W
29  TXism: “bat __
      ___lash” (blink)
30  “____ the Light”

33  poem of praise
34  animal fur
35  beseeched God
37  TXism: “boring as
      a fi shing ____  ____
      _ game warden”
38  TX Annette O’____
      was in 1990 TV
      horror drama “It”
40  this TX Williams
      founded “The
      Temptations”
41  actor Ives of epic
      “The Big Country”
44  “bid” past tense
47  join the army
49  son of Abraham
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TACLA67709Ewww.jwmechanicalsystems.com

4 COMMON 
REASONS FOR 
HVAC FAILURE

IS YOUR SYSTEM 
READY THIS SEASON?

CALL 682-999-6062 
TODAY!

Heating and
Air Conditioning 

Maintenance Plans & 
Financing Options Available

Veteran Owned & Family Operated
Aledo Graduate - Class of ‘96

Debris Around the Unit
Heatpumps require approximately 18-24” of 
breathing room.

Improper Installation
This can reduce effi ciency by 30%.

Lack of Maintenance
Regular maintenance can increase a 
system’s life 5-6 years.

Improper Sizing
This causes strain on a 
system’s equipment, 
which will decrease 
the life of 
the unit.

CLEAR FORK MATERIALS

800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD
ALEDO, TEXAS

HOURS: M-F 8-5 •SAT 8-2 WWW.CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM

“Are you growing with us?”
Residential & Commercial

817-441-7777

• Topsoils & Custom 
Soil Blends

• Compost & Mulches
• Rock & Sand Products

Serving North Texas 
since l986

Pick up or Delivery Available

HIGH SPEED INTERNET
SPEEDING IS ENCOURAGED 
CALL CIRRA NETWORKS TODAY

(817) 259-1100  |  www.cirranet.net

Detail-Oriented Cleaning Service
682-258-9261

Sparkle* *

*

*

White’s 
Funeral Home
130 Houston Ave. • Weatherford 

817-596-4811
www.whitesfuneral.com

Our family
serving 

your family
since 1908.

Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry
Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C. and Michael Ball, D.D.S., P.L.L.C.

Diplomate of American Board of Pediatric Dentistry
Fellow of American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101
Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087

Ofc:817-441-2425 • Fax: 817-441-2491
www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com

913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747

Our newest additional location
Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

James R. Plowman - jamesplowman@gpfcnet.com

Misty Engel – mistyengel@gpfcnet.com

Norma Plowman – normaplowman@gpfcnet.com
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Entries sought for Peach Festival Art Contest
The Parker County Peach 

Festival and the Weatherford 
Art Association have 
announced the annual Peach 
Festival Art Show May 26 to 
July 21 at the Doss Heritage 
and Culture Center, 1400 
Texas Drive in Weatherford.

The contest associ-
ated with the art show has 
adult categories in Works on 
Canvas (oil/acrylic), Works 
on Paper (watercolor, pastel, 

graphics, pencil sketch, pen 
and ink), Photography (dig-
ital and manipulation), and 
Experimental (non-tra-
ditional, mixed media, 
three-dimensional).

Student categories are 
divided by grade: 1) K-third 
grade; 2) Grades 4-6; 3) 
Grades 7-9; 4) Grades 10-12.

Registration will be from 
4-7 p.m. on Thursday, May 19 

and from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Saturday, May 21.

Cash awards will be provid-
ed in all categories.

Fo r  a d d i t i o n -
al rules and information, 
download http://www.weath-
erfordart.com/wp-content/
uploads/2022/03/2022-WAA-
Peach-Festival-Art-Show-Pro-
spectus-Registration.pdf.
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alongside teachers and staff to con-
tinue #growinggreatness in Aledo 
ISD.”

Paula Vidaurri, Michelle 
Whitehead and Cathy Williams 
have been named instructional 
specialists for Aledo ISD. 

Vidaurri has worked in Aledo 
ISD since 2002 most recently as an 
English/language arts intervention 
specialist and previously as a mid-
dle school English/language arts 
teacher . Vidaurri also taught ninth 
grade American history in the 
Owasso ISD in Owasso, Oklahoma, 
from 2001 to 2002. Vidaurri has a 
bachelor’s from the University of 
North Texas.

“I am so grateful for the oppor-
tunity to be part of the Curriculum 
and Instruction team as an 
Instructional Specialist,” Vidaurri 
said. “I am thrilled to serve our 
middle school Bearcat students 
at both campuses next year, and 
I cannot wait to collaborate with 
and support some phenomenal 
reading/language arts teachers 
as we perfect literacy instruction, 
empower students, and build our 
professional capacities as educators 
and members of our professional 
learning community.”

Whitehead has been an inter-
vention specialist at AHS and 
Daniel Ninth Grade Campus since 
2021. Prior to that, she was a math 
teacher at the Early College High 
School in Carrollton-Farmers 
Branch ISD (2020-2021), at Fossil 
Ridge High School in the Keller 
ISD (2017-2020), at Brewer High 

School in the 
White Settlement ISD (2016-2017) 
and at Harvest Christian Academy 
(2011-2016). Whitehead was also 
a math specialist at Bransom 
Elementary in the Burleson ISD 
from 2008 to 2011. Whitehead 
also has adjunct math facul-
ty experience at Tarrant County 
College (2005-present), Texas 
Wesleyan University )2018-2021), 
the Chicago School of Professional 
Psychology (2019-2020), Crown 
College (2019-2020) and The 
King’s University (2018-2019). 
Whitehead has a bachelor’s from 
Texas A&M University and a mas-
ter’s in math and math teaching 
from Texas Woman’s University.

“The educators of Aledo ISD and 
the Aledo community have been so 
supportive and welcoming to me 
this year, and I have quickly grown 
to understand that the wonder-
ful people of Aledo are the reason 
why this is such a sought-after and 
growing community,” Whitehead 
said of her first year in the district. 
“ I hope to use my 20 years of math 
teaching and leadership experi-
ences, educational background 
and passion for serving others to 
continue supporting teachers and 
helping students grow! I am grate-
ful for the opportunity to be part 

of the 
Curriculum & Instruction Team in 
Aledo ISD, and I look forward to 
another amazing school year.”

Williams has been a depart-
ment chair and history teacher 
at Aledo High School since 2017. 
Prior to that, she was an assistant 
principal at Pine Tree High School 
in the Pine Tree ISD from 2014 to 
2017. Williams was also a history 
teacher at Pine Tree High School 
from 2007 to 2014, a history teach-
er at Calallen High School in the 
Calallen ISD from 2005 to 2006, 
a high school history teacher and 
coach in the Bossier Parish Schools 
district in Bossier City, Louisiana, 
from 2003 to 2005, and a middle 
school teacher and coach in the 
Baton Rouge Parish Schools dis-
trict in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 
from 2001 to 2002. Williams has 
a bachelor’s from Murray State 
University and a master’s of educa-
tion in administration from Lamar 
University.

“I am so excited for this wonder-
ful opportunity to work with Stuard 
Bearcat students and to collabo-
rate with and support the amazing 
teachers at Stuard Elementary as 
they continue to grow greatness in 
our littlest Bearcats,” Williams said. 

Rick Perry - Former Governor of Texas
Roger Williams - US Congressman
Kay Granger - US Congresswoman
Chris Putnam - Former Colleyville City Councilman and Mayor Pro-Tem

Eric Mahroum - Former Trump Administration Senior Advisor
Rena Peden - Former Secretary of the Texas Republican Party,
former Parker County Chairwoman
Teena Putteet-Conway - Mayor of Cresson 
Nick Stanley - Mayor of Aledo
Christian Pearson - Aledo City Councilman
Tom Fitzpatrick - Mayor of Hudson Oaks 
Brian Lixey - Hudson Oaks City Councilman
Daniel Cross - Hudson Oaks City Councilman
Dr. Robert Schmidt - Mayor of Annetta North
Paul Paschall - Mayor of Weatherford
Doyle Moss - Mayor of Willow Park
Lea Young - Mayor Pro-Tem of Willow Park
Greg Runnebaum - Willow Park City Councilman
Chawn Gilliland - Willow Park City Councilman
Nathan Crummel - Willow Park City Councilman
Shawn Callaway - Executive Director at Aledo Education Foundation
Lucas Turner - Former Texas House candidate and Aledo Graduate
Red Steagall - Songwriter and Recording Artist
L.P. Ladouceur - Dallas Cowboy & local businessman
Parker County Republicans for Conservative Government PAC
Parker County Conservatives PAC
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Early Voting May 16-20
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If his voting record fails in 
any way to be 100% “pure” in the 
eyes of the billionaires, next time 
around you’ll have your mailbox 
flooded with mailers calling him 
a liberal.

And if you as a constituent 
leave a message in his Texas 
House office because you have 
a concern, and he also has a 
message from one of his out-
of-district billionaire backers, 
whose call do you think he is 
going to answer first? 

In a republic, the people we 
elect should be answerable to 
the residents in their districts. 
In a situation where one or two 
individuals have the resources to 
literally overwhelm voters with 
their messaging, that is unhealthy 
for our system of government.

So I’m not telling you who to 
vote for, but if we in any way trea-
sure our right to vote, this type 
of campaigning must be over-
whelmingly repudiated.

If you’ve been sitting on your 
hands, you need to go vote.

If you are discouraged from 
voting because of all the negativ-
ity arriving in your mailbox, you 
need to go vote.

If you think you can’t make a 
difference, you need to go vote.

To the extent we feel we are 
losing our democracy, voters 
have the power to fix it — but we 
have to go vote.

Now I’ll bring the two candi-
dates back into the conversation 
for a brief moment because there 
is a particular issue that is crucial 
for local voters.

The excellence of education 
found in the Aledo Independent 
School District has made the 
AISD the number one driver of 
economic development in east-
ern Parker County.

Period.
If you moved here for the 

schools, then you especially need 
to be paying attention to this 
race.

And you need to go vote.

SLINGS
from page A6

she sees, strike up a conversation, 
and spread her positivity no matter 
what the situation. She gives her 
all in class, in student council, and 
with her friends. Wren is the type of 
student you can count on to bright-
en your day and spread joy. Wren’s 
Stuard Family is incredibly proud 
of her!”

Vandagriff Elementary School: 
Jackson Burton, 4th grade

Jackson is always happy and has 
a smile on his face. He is eager to 
be helpful and enthusiastic about 
new tasks or projects. He is helpful 
without being prompted. Jackson is 
inclusive of his classmates and posi-
tive about being supportive to both 
classmates and teachers.

Walsh Elementary School: 
Peyton Ruddick, 4th grade

From her homeroom teach-
er, Mrs. Presnall, “When I think of 
enthusiasm, I think of Peyton. No 
matter what she is working on, big 
or small, she always puts her best 
attitude forward and completes her 
assignments with excitement. You 
can tell that she is pumped up and it 
- in turn -  energizes those classmates 
around her as well. Her enthusiastic 
energy is contagious and loved by all 
who know her.”

Knowledge will 
give you power, 
but character 
respect.

- Bruce Lee

BEARCATS
from page A5

Jackson Burton Peyton Ruddick

TEAM
from page A3

Vidaurri Whitehead Williams

Summer Reading Program 
registration begins

Registration is underway for the 
Summer Reading Program at the 
East Parker County Library.

With a theme of “Oceans of 
Possibilities,” the program will 
run from June 3 to July 30 at the 

library with regularly-scheduled 
programs.

Each participant will keep a 
reading log over the summer, and 
can pick up rewards at the library’s 

circulation desk when milestones 
are reached.

For more information, visit 
the East Parker county Library 
at 201 FM 1187 in Aledo, or call 
817-441-6545.
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TRACK AND FIELD

Aledo sophomore narrowly misses two medals at state meet

By Rick Mauch
The Community News

Aledo Ladycat Lauren St. Peters 
came as close as person can come 
to medaling at the University 
Interscholastic League Class 5A 
State Track and Field Meet on the 
May 14 weekend at the University of 
Texas in Austin.

The sophomore placed fourth in 
both of her events, narrowly miss-
ing out on bringing home a pair 
of bronze medals. In the process, 
though, she had the best perfor-
mances of her career in both events.

St. Peters had a throw of 44 feet, 
10.25 inches in the shot put. She 
also threw the discus 144 feet. That 

bested her throw of 44-10 to win 
the Region I shot put title and blew 
away her winning regional throw of 
138-07 in the discus.

For St. Peters, competing on the 
big stage was fulfilling after almost 
reaching state as a freshman.

“Great year for her!” exclaimed 
Ladycats coach Mike Pinkerton.

The Bearcats had four com-
petitors on their 800-meter relay 
that finished sixth with a time of 1 
minute, 26.44 seconds, breaking a 
school record that had stood since 
2013. The quartet featured senior 
Samuel Staffe, sophomores Aven 
Lawrence and Hauss Hejny, and 
junior Clay Murador.

For Murador, it was his second 
consecutive appearance at state. 
He placed third in the 400 as a 
sophomore.

“We look to build upon that 
success next track season when we 
return three of the four members 

SCOTT W. COLEMAN

LEFT: Sophomore Lauren St. Peters of Aledo High School placed fourth in both shot put and discus at the state track and field meet. | RIGHT: Maggie Kilburn vaults at the UIL State Track and 
Field Meet in Austin.

Turn to TRACK, page B2
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Matt Morris
817-529-5325 

matt@gusbates.com

Proud to 
Support the Aledo 

Bearcats

Securities offered through Kestra Investment Services, LLC (Kestra IS), member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through Kestra 
Advisory Services, LLC (Kestra AS), an affi liate of Kestra IS. Kestra IS and Kestra AS are not affi liated with Gus Bates Insurance & Investments. 

817-732-4419
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RETIREMENT PLAN SERVICES
FAMILY DENTISTRY WHERE HONESTY & INTEGRITY MATTER!

State of the Art Sterilization Room
Invisalign and Zoom! Whitening

Massage Chairs and HDTV
Water Purification System

2551 River Park Dr. Suite 201 · Fort Worth, TX 76116

(817) 835-5000
www.ftwccu.org

Open to those who live, work, or 
attend school in Tarrant, Denton, 

Parker, and Johnson Counties.

Visit us today at
1911 S. Main St. 

Weatherford’s #1 Family Credit Union 

RANCH HOUSE PROFESSIONAL BUILDING

126 RANCH HOUSE ROAD

MARCUS GLEATON, OD
Suite 1000 · (817) 441-0010

ALEDO FAMILY EYE CARE
Suite 1000 · (817) 441-0010

A MEMBER OF

visionsource-aledofamilyeyecare.com

Mark A. McAdams, DDS

Suite 800 • (817) 441-8003

CATLIN, LILLARD & CO. PC
Tax, Assurance,
Consulting,
Business Advisors

Suite 1200 • (817) 441-2600 • clc-cpa.com
S. Brian Catlin, CPA  Ralph Lillard, CPA

Trusted since 1977

23
96

58

Dale Mares, AAMS
817-441-5061
126 S. Ranch house Rd., #600
Aledo 

Insurance and discounts subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co., Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance 
Co. Life insurance offered through Allstate Life Ins. Co. & Allstate Assurance Co. Northbrook, IL; and American Heritage Life Insurance Co., 
Jacksonville, FL. Securities offered by Personal Financial Representatives through Allstate Financial Services, LLC (LSA Securities in LA and PA).  
Registered Broker-Dealer. Member FINRA, SIPC. Main Office: 2920 South 84th Street, Lincoln, NE 68506. (877) 525-5727. © 2018 Allstate Insurance Co.

PROTECT YOUR WORLD

of the relay,” Bearcats coach Robby 
Jones said. 

Two sophomores who were alter-
nates on the relay will also return, 
Jalen Pope and Jaden Allen.

“Hopefully next year we can stay 
healthy at the end of the season and 
compete at our best in the state 
meet,” Jones said.

Also for the Ladycats, freshman 
Maggie Kilburn and sophomore 
Taylor Hindman tied for seventh in 
the pole vault. Each cleared 10-06.

“Although it was not their best 
performance, they both learned 
what it takes to make it to state, 
as well as how they need to pre-
pare and compete at the state meet,” 
Pinkerton said. “Overall, I am 
extremely pleased with all three girls 
and their performances.  Best of 
all – they all have at least two more 
years - Maggie has three!”

TRACK
from page B1

community-news.com

GOLF

Ladycats 10th in state
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

Continuing a longstanding 
tradition, the Aledo Ladycats com-
peted at the Class 5A Girls State 
Golf Tournament Monday and 
Tuesday at White Wing Golf Club 
in Georgetown.

Aledo finished 10th with a 
two-day total of 691. The Ladycats 
improved from 11th place after 
shooting a 349 on the first day, 
posting a 342 on the second day.

Alyssa Saunders led the 
Ladycats with a 159 over two days. 
The University of Texas at Tyler-
bound senior shot a 78 on the 
opening day and finished with an 
81.

This is the eighth time the 
Ladycats have qualified as a team 
for state since 2011, but the first 
time since 2018. Their best finish in 
that span was second in 2015 and 
fourth in 2014, led in both seasons 
by now LPGA player and two-time 
state champion Cheyenne Knight.

There was no state tournament 
in 2020, though the Ladycats did 
win the Region I preview and were 
projected for a third-place finish 
at state.

Austin Anderson won the team 
championship, shooting 600 (305-
295) rallying on the second day 
to edge defending state champion 
San Antonio Alamo Heights Blue 
by a stroke (298-303 = 601). Farah 
O’Keefe of Anderson won the 
individual title, posting an eight-
under-par 144 (66-70), five strokes 
ahead of Julia Vollmer of Alamo 
Heights Blue (69-72 = 141).

Defending state champion 
Mason Lewis of Granbury tied 
for seventh after shooting a 150 
(77-73).

Also for Aledo, junior Mallory 
Miller posted a 173 (92-81), junior 
Madison Warner a 179 (88-91), 
sophomore Kyla Morales a 183 (91-
92) and junior S’Anaa Lemen a 
184 (95-89). The four lowest scores 
in each round comprise the team 
score.

“The team reached our ultimate 
goal this year, which was winning 
the regional championship. Going 
to state is icing on the cake, though 
we would have like to have finished 
better than we did,” Ladycats coach 
James Mullins said. “State is like 
all other tournaments we play in 
throughout the year, the team that 
puts together two solid days has a 
chance at finishing top three.

“We can’t be disappointed in a 
district and regional championship 
year. This program continues to 
grow in the right direction and I’m 
very proud of what they accom-
plished this year.”

The Ladycats were preced-
ed at the state tournament by the 
Bearcats, who finished 12th on May 
9-10. It’s the first time since 2017 
that both the girls and boys have 
qualified teams for state, some-
thing they also did in 2015.

Almost every member of both 
top squads are expected to return 
next season, with Saunders being 
the lone senior.

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

The Aledo girls golf team at the state golf tournament; shown are (from left) Kayla Morales, Sana’a Lemen, 
Madison Warner, Mallory Miller, Aly Saunders, and coach James Mullins.

SCOTT W. COLEMAN

Aven Lawrence of Aledo prepares for the baton exchange from Sammy 
Steffe in the Class 5A boys 800-meter relay.
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817-599-4186 • Fax: 817-599-3326
2100 Burton Street • Weatherford, Texas 76087

GOING GREEN with COOL ROOFING

�
�

ENERGY EFFICIENT 
& LOOKS GREAT!

WIND & FIRE RESISTANT

STEEL BUILDINGS
AVAILABLE IN

MULTIPLE SIZES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 25 years!

MMMetal Mart
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METAL BUILDING COMPONENT NEEDS!
� RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL STEEL ROOFING
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� MINI STORAGE SYSTEMS � POWER TOOLS
� VENTS & SKYLIGHTS � HARDWARE & ACCESSORIES
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621 NORTH FM 1187 ALEDO, TX 76008
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TETANUS

Gift Store  
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Business – Legal Shield

705 N FM 1187
P O Box 967

Aledo, Texas 76008
www.doylemoss.com

817-441-9053
fax 817-441-7145

We represent:
• Germania
• State Auto
• Allstate
• Progressive
• Safeco
• and many others

Serving Aledo, Parker County and Texas

Doyle Moss
doyle@doylemoss.com

Linda Moss
linda@doylemoss.com

I-20 ANIMAL HOSPITAL
817-341-3331817-341-3331

3713 Fort Worth Hwy  Between Exits 415 and 414 
Hudson Oaks, TX  76087

www.I-20animalhospital.com

OPEN 24 HOURSOPEN 24 HOURS
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HEALTH CARE
• INTERNAL MEDICINE
• SURGERY 

General and Advanced
• RADIOLOGY 

Digital including dental
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• Computed Tomography 
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CARE
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Life insurance 
from a real-life 
person.

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL

Get life insurance that comes 
with someone local (me).  
I’m here to help you protect 
your family’s financial future. 
LET’S TALK TODAY.
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Bobby J Rigues, Agent
411 FM 1187 N
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bobby@bobbyrigues.com

Jim Martin - REALTOR®

5189 E. I-20 Service Rd N 
Suite 106
Willow Park, TX 76087
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RODEO

Several from area 
atop NTHSRA 

final leaders
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

The North Texas High School Rodeo Association ended its 
2021-22 season this past weekend with its annual rodeo at the 
NTHSRA Arena in Saginaw, and several Aledo and Weatherford 
competitors turned in performances that left them in the top 10 
for the season.

Topping the list was Savannah Letson of Weatherford, who 
took the top spot in poles competition. She entered the finals 
ranked first in the regular season standings and successfully held 
her ground.

Caden Farrell of Weatherford came close to a pair of champi-
onships, but settled for second in both steer wrestling and chute 
dogging. He entered the competition in second place in the reg-
ular-season standings in both events.

Aledo’s top finisher was Tyson Douglas, who placed third in 
chute dogging. He improved two spots from his regular-season 
standing of fifth.

Also from Aledo, Caylee Akins took fifth in breakaway roping, 
up four spots from her ninth place in the regular season.

Other top five finishes were from Weatherford participants 
Carter High, third in bull riding, and Clayton Praytor, fourth in 
ribbon roping. High was fourth in the regular season and Praytor 
was fifth.

Other top-10 finishers included:

 *Mason McElroy, Aledo, sixth in saddle bronc.

*Praytor, seventh in calf roping.

*Adrianna Ruckteschler, Aledo, eighth in barrel racing.

*Hayden Smith, Weatherford, ninth in calf roping, 10th in 
ribbon roping.

*Ashtyn Coufal, Aledo, ninth in walk-up goat tying.
LIZ PARKE

Sophie Scott (left) competes in the 
400-meter relay.

TRINITY CHRISTIAN ACADEMY

Kennan Dowling won gold and silver 
medals in hurdles.

TRINITY CHRISTIAN ACADEMY

Ben Camp won a gold medal in the discus at the TAPPS state track meet.

http://www.doylemoss.com
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Classifieds
FOR RENT

4-2-2 - 185 Overland Trail 
(Stagecoach)

Available 1 June - $2,500
817-300-4653

LOOK! CARPETS 
CLEANED

Two rooms $59.00. No hidden charges -  
35 years experience - 817-219-6437

215 Mesquite St. * Aledo, Texas 76008* 817-378-4423

*Livestock Feed
*Pet Food
*Bagged Fertilizer
*Salt Products
*Deer Feeders

Monday - Friday 
8:00am to 5:30pm 

Saturday  
8:00am to 12:30pm 

1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 817-504-7662817-504-7662
24-Hour Access · Immediate Move-in · Boat & RV parking - $4524-Hour Access · Immediate Move-in · Boat & RV parking - $45
Available Sizes: 10x10 ($60), 10x20 ($90), 10x30 ($135)Available Sizes: 10x10 ($60), 10x20 ($90), 10x30 ($135)

We have lots of room 
for your stuff!

1187 MINI STORAGE1187 MINI STORAGE
KIMBERLY MEYER, ABR, CRS, GRI
REALTOR®

Cell (817) 929-0347
kimberly.meyer@cbdfw.com
4500 Hartwood Dr, Fort Worth, TX 76109-1840
www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer
Global Luxury Specialist

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Operated by a subsidary 
of NRT, LLC

Business Cards

Mike Tandy
Owner

In Business Since 1996

TANDY 
METAL BUILDINGS & 

FENCING

Mobile: 817.925.5843

Weld up • Bolt up • Horse Barns  • Welding
Custom Pipe Fencing • Fencing • Metal Homes

www.tandymetalbuildings.com

5 & 6 Inch Seamless Gutters • Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial • New & Repair

ROSS GUTTERS
In Business Since 1995

Office: 817-565-4658
Talk and text 817-771-9661

FREE SPLASH BLOCKS FOR A LIMITED TIME

Thousands of Lifelong Customers.

With the same name and number since 1973, Billy Harris Roofing is here before, during and after the Texas 
storms. Billy Harris Roofing has had the same crews since 1992 which has paved the way to 10 consecutive 

Angie’s List Super Service Awards since 2006. Billy Harris Roofing prides itself on quality... not quantity! 
Give the experts a call today and find out for yourself why thousands of life-long customers 

have put their trust in Billy Harris Roofing • 817-249-3338 • www.billyharris-roofi ng.com

817-249-3338 Same Crews Since 1992

Same Name & Number Since 1973
Previous Awards 
from 2006 to 2015

Vanity Tops                                           Tubs 
Whirlpool Tubs                         Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE
2927 Greenlee Park Trail

Weatherford, Texas 76088

  817-341-8970
Natural Granite  •  Solid Surface  •  Silestone

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
SERVICE AND REPAIR • LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

817-441-8633
• • NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS • •

817-443-9733
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR
LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

(817) 249-2028

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t

Ken Hartman, Proprietor

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry 
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

• COMPOSITION SHINGLES
• WOOD SHINGLES
• NEW ROOFS • REROOFS
• REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 • mobile (817) 996-2726

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

Insurance Claims Handled

Free 

Estim
atesJimmy Griffith, AAMS® 

Financial Advisor 

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100  
Aledo, TX 76008  
Bus. 817-441-4108 • Fax 800-656-0301 
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com 
www.edwardjones.com

Hearing
Care Center
4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702
Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre
Phone: 817.263.1971

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
CHAPPELL Holly Green, Owner 

10943 S FM 1187 Road
Fort Worth, Texas 76126

“You Jingle...We Shingle™”
817.441.6973

service@brettcoroofing.com
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TexSCAN Week of 
May 15-21, 2022

ACREAGE
Own your piece of Texas TODAY! Prices starting at 
$650/acre. Trans Pecos region. Also the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde Counties - 
free ranging exotics), South Texas (Duval County 
- whitetail, hogs). Large acreage or small. 30 year 
fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. Call 
toll free or email for individual prices and terms. 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

ADOPTION
Loving couple promises newborn warm home near 
ocean. Devoted grandparents, best education, gentle 
pets. Generous living expenses. Elana and Andres 
1-561-388-1123 or attorney 1-310-663-3467.

ARROWHEADS
Indian Arrowheads Wanted – Point Type: Clovis, 
Yuma, Firstview & Eden. Must be old, authentic & 
unbroken. Absolute TOP DOLLAR paid – up to 5 
figures for one point. I am a very serious high-end 
collector. Call 979-218-3351.

GENERATORS
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE Quote. Call 
now before the next power outage: 1-855-704-8579.

LOG HOMES
Log Homes – Pay only the balance owed. Just Released: 
American Log Homes is assisting estate & account 
settlement on houses. Log Home kits selling for balance 
owed, free delivery. Model #101 Carolina, bal. $17,000; 
Model #203 Georgia, bal. $19,950; Model #305 Biloxi, 
bal. $14,500; Model #403 Augusta, bal. $16,500. View 
plans at www.americanloghomesandcabins.com; 
704-368-4528.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

. . Never been manufacturedNever been manufactured

. . NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERYNO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY 

.   .   Comes with complete building  Comes with complete building  
blueprints and Construction Manualblueprints and Construction Manual

NEW HOMES:

www.americanloghomesandcabins.com

Serious Inquiries only Call: 704 368-4528

Before Calling View House Plans at

JUST RELEASED: AMERICAN  
LOG HOMES is assist ing estate  
& account sett lement on houses

LOG HOME KITS  
selling for BALANCE OWED with FREE DELIVERY

LOG HOMESLOG HOMES
PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!

* Windows, Doors and Roofing not included

Model #101, Carolina, $40,840       BALANCE OWED $17,000
Model #203, Georgia, $49,500        BALANCE OWED $19,950BALANCE OWED $19,950
Model #305, Biloxi, $36,825            BALANCE OWED $14,500
Model #403, Augusta, $42,450        BALANCE OWED $16,500 

REPORTER 
NEEDED

The Community 
News is seeking a 

part-time  
reporter to cover 

certain city council 
and school board 

meetings. For 
more information, 

email rkeck@ 
community-news.

com

Looking for 
the Top Dog?

THE COMMUNITY NEWS
Parker County’s only locally-owned newspaper

It’s a local call -
click - e-mail!

817-441-7661 • www.community-news.com
rkeck@community-news.com

The CommuniTy 
news
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 FOR PARKER COUNTY COMISSIONER PCT 4

VOTE FOR REPUBLICAN

MIKE HALE
 "Please join me in support of Mike Hale for County Commissioner

Precinct 4. I have confidence in Mike’s commitment to serve as a full-
time Commissioner and that he will work proactively in meeting the

needs of our growing county. Mike understands as property
evaluations increase, tax rates can be lowered. Please take time to vote

for Mike Hale during the runoff election on May 24." 

Steve Dugan - Current Parker County Commissioner PCT 4

"We need strong, sharp people in our local government.
People who will ask questions, speak up, and get things

done. Please join me in voting for Mike Hale in the
Republican run-off election for Parker County

Commissioner, Precinct 4, on May 24th.”

Greg Buchheit - SEAL Team 6 Veteran and Parker County Resident

 “It has been our pleasure to know Mike Hale for the past 17
years, as an involved community volunteer, businessman, and

friend. Without a doubt, we feel confident in endorsing Mike for
the position of County Commissioner, Precinct 4, and look
forward to his representing the needs of the Aledo area. “

Helen and Terry Hyles - Residents of Parker County for Over 70 Years

Pol Adv paid for by Mike Hale for Commissioner Campaign.  Treasurer - Randy Cupp.

ELECTION 
DATES 

 ELECTION DAY -
TUESDAY MAY 24.

 
EARLY VOTING -

MAY 16 - 20. 

Pro-Business. Pro-Life. Small Government. Pro-Second Amendment. 

www.MikeHaleTexas.com

SOFTBALL

Ladycats continue march back to state
By Nolan Ruth
The Community News

The Aledo Ladycats softball team is 
another step closer to their return to Austin 
and the Class 5A State Tournament, where 
they finished as state runners-up last sea-
son. On Thursday, May 12 and Friday, May 
13, the Ladycats (30-2) took on Colleyville 
Heritage (27-5) in the third round of the 
playoffs and had no trouble getting the 
sweep in two games with scores of 4-1 and 
10-0.

Aledo will play Abilene Wylie (23-7) in 
the Region I semifinals at Tarleton State 
University in Stephenville. Game 1 is set for 
6 p.m. on Thursday, May 19. Game 2 will 
start at 2 p.m. Friday, May 20 with a third 
game to follow immediately after, if needed.

“They’re going to be able to move the ball 
around the zone pretty well,” head coach 
Heather Myers said about Wylie. “We’re 
going to have to be very disciplined at the 
plate. We just need to stay within ourselves 
and do what we do.”

In the series with Colleyville Heritage, 
Kayleigh Smith got the start in the circle 
for Aledo in the opening game and went a 
full seven innings, only giving up one run 
on four hits.

“Kayleigh has never been one to get all 
of the strikeouts,” Myers said after the game. 
“Don’t get me wrong, she loves striking peo-
ple out but she is more than willing to go out 
there and let her defense play behind her.”

The Ladycats jumped into the driv-
er’s seat from the start, as Texas Ray and 
Madysen Boutwell worked their way into 
scoring position, setting up Presley Hull’s 
hard hit down the third-base line, scoring 
both runners.

Ana Flores drove in Hull in the next 
at-bat with a triple to center field to make it 
a 3-0 Aledo lead after one inning.

Heritage got a run back in the third 
inning on a fielder’s choice, but it was their 
only run of the game.

The Ladycats made it a three-run lead 
again in the fourth inning when Macy Graf 
hit a sacrifice fly into left field and Claire 
Byars was able to just come in under the tag 
to bring the tally to 4-1.

The final three innings became a defen-
sive showdown, and thanks to Smith’s 
pitching, the stellar infield play of Graf, 

Boutwell, Ray and Ana Flores, the Ladycats 
shut out Heritage the rest of the way, sealing 
the victory.

“I’m always pleased with our defense,” 
Myers gave credit after the game. “That’s 
something that we have worked and worked 
and worked on. At this point we’re just 
going to do the fundamental things.”

The following day, Aledo traveled to 
Colleyville and put on an offensive display. 
Hull broke things open early with a home 
run that gave the Ladycats a 3-0 lead in the 
first inning.

Sophomore Brenlee Gonzales got the 
start at pitcher and shined, only allowing 
one hit in the ballgame and striking out 
three.

Aledo added four more runs in the sec-
ond inning, including a two run blast by Ray 
to straightaway left field.

The final four runs came in the fourth 
inning to bring the tally to 10-0. With 
Gonzales’ performance and the Ladycat 
defense behind her, Heritage was held 
scoreless and the game ended by run-rule 
after five innings.

“Every adjustment we had to make from 
game one, we made,” Myers said of the 
offensive performance in Game 2. “The girls 
went into the game knowing what adjust-
ments they had to make and what they had 
to do at the plate and they did it.”

JACKIE HAYSLIP/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Liliana Flores rounds second en route to a triple during the first game against Colleyville 
Heritage High School.

BASEBALL

Bearcats advance 
behind strong 
pitching of Rudel
By Nolan Ruth
The Community News

Playoffs can be an unforgiving and unpredict-
able time in the sports world. 

In the case of the Aledo Bearcats baseball 
team, two lost coin flips created an obstacle in 
the second round of the Class 5A playoffs. Despite 
playing a single-game playoff at the home field of 
their opponent, the Bearcats defeated Burleson 
6-4 behind an excellent pitching performance by 
Hunter Rudel.

Aledo will play Burleson Centennial in a best-
of-three series in Round 3 at Boswell High School 
in Saginaw. Game 1 will start at 7 p.m. Thursday, 
May 19. Game 2 is set for 7 p.m. the following day, 
May 20. If the series is tied after two games, a third 
game will take place at 1 p.m. Saturday, May 21.

KIRSTEN GALLON

Aledo starting pitcher Hunter Rudel pitched six 
solid innings to come away with a Bearcat win 
over the Burleson Elks.

Turn to BASEBALL, page B6
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Don’t forget your four-legged 
family member when you travel!

• Boarding 

• Grooming 

• Heated & 
Cooled 

• Indoor & 
Outdoor Runs

• 24-Hour 
Attendant 

Ring Leaders Kennel
Aledo 817-441-8071

Newly-Upgraded boarding facilities

Office:  817-443-9747

Fax:  817-887-2271

Mobile:  254-592-8739

107 Larson Lane, Suite 300-C
Aledo, TX 76008

ChristiJamesInsurance.com
Serving all your home, auto, business and life insurance needs.

CHRISTI  JAMES
BRANCH OWNER/AGENT

cjames@twfg.com

Independent agency serving all your home,  
auto, business and life insurance needs

NO MATTER YOUR NEED, 
WE HAVE YOU COVERED
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
A FREE QUOTE!

Office:  817-443-9747
Mobile: 254-592-8739
Email: cjames@twfg.com

107 Larson Lane, Suite 300-C
Aledo, TX 76008 BRANCH OWNER

Office:  817-443-9747

Fax:  817-887-2271

Mobile:  254-592-8739

107 Larson Lane, Suite 300-C
Aledo, TX 76008

ChristiJamesInsurance.com
Serving all your home, auto, business and life insurance needs.

CHRISTI  JAMES
BRANCH OWNER/AGENT

cjames@twfg.com

103 W. Church • 817-596-8758 • 817-594-2612

Propane Sales 
and Service

On the Square  
in Weatherford 

YEARSYEARS
OF PROPANE

1958-2019

“They’ve outscored their opponents 
something like 42-6,” Aledo coach Chad 
Barry said of Centennial. “Their bats 
are hot at the right time. That definitely 
presents a big challenge for us on the 
mound, trying to minimize their hits.”

The game with Burleson got off 
to a rough start as a three-run home 
run in the first inning gave the Elks 
an early lead.

The Bearcats responded in the 
third inning. David Jones started 
things off with a single to left field. 
Trace Mazon drove in Jones in the 
next at-bat. Ethan Jaques then came 

up with the big play as he ripped a 
long fly over the left-field wall to tie 
the game at 3.

Cade Pulido added to the big inning 
with a bases-loaded single to score 
Andrew Cambre and Colton Whitmire. 
Rudel finished the Aledo scoring with a 
sacrifice bunt to score Adrian Guzman 
making the Bearcat lead 6-3.

“They say sometimes hits are 
contagious,” Barry said. “I think we 
got on a roll and got a little momen-
tum. Jaques tying it up kind of set us 
on our way and then the middle of 
the order was coming up so it didn’t 
get any easier for [Burleson].”

After the big inning, Rudel 
settled in on the mound and the 

defense stood tall behind him. Aledo 
worked out of every jam they faced, 
including one in the fifth inning. 
Burleson worked the bases load-
ed with two outs and the potential 
go-ahead run at the plate. Rudel 
threw three straight strikes right by 
him to keep the Elks down.

Burleson got one more run in 
the sixth inning following a Bearcat 
error, but they could not manage 
another hit the rest of the game.

Rudel was pulled after six full 
innings, 103 pitches, and seven 
strikeouts. Preston Clark came in to 
close the game out and put down the 
final three Elk batters in order, strik-
ing out two and preserving a 6-4 win.

“We discussed throughout the 
game who would come in,” Barry 
recalled about the pitching situa-
tion. “If now who is it going to be, if 
later who is it going to be? We were 

talking about it all game. Preston 
is a kid that came in last week and 
slammed the door and he’s done 
that several times. So I felt like he 
had earned that spot.”

BASEBALL
from page B5

Preston Clark came in to close out the game in the seventh inning.

KIRSTEN GALLON

Bearcats celebrate and silence the Elks crowd after a three-run home run by Ethan Jacques against Burleson.

Aledo first baseman Bosten Dwinell waits on the ball as he tries to pick off 
the runner at first.

Moritz Chevrolet · Chrysler · Jeep 
Loop 820 & Hwy 580 (Camp Bowie West) · 817-696-2000

Moritz Kia · 8501 I-30 · 817-560-6000

SuperSuper

School BoardSchool Board

Congratulations to the state-qualifying 
Bearcats and Ladycats!

Go Golf!Go Golf!


