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Battling Back
Hetherington returned  
from surgeries to play  
for beloved Bearcats
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

Riley Hetherington remembers being 
excited about his forthcoming appearance on 
the Aledo Bearcats varsity baseball roster for 
the 2021 season.

However, fate squelched that excitement, 
as an elbow injury forced that appearance to 
be delayed until this season.

“My junior year I started on JV, but the 
week I hurt my elbow Coach (Chad) Barry 
was going to add me to the varsity roster for a 
tournament,” Hetherington recalled. 

And when his dream did become a reality, 
it was in a different form. He had hoped to 
pitch for the Bearcats, but after his second 
surgery was told that would not be possible.

“I knew to make the team, I had to find 
somewhere else to play. I had played first base 
in summer ball, so I decided that is where I 
would go try out.”

Hetherington did indeed make the team, and 
he and the Bearcats advanced to the Class 5A 
Region I final, finishing the season with a 29-12 
record, including the District 5-5A championship.

“This season has meant everything to me.  
When the varsity roster was released and my 
name was on there, my phone blew up with 
texts from my teammates saying things like, 
‘Congrats, you deserve this, glad you will be on 
the team,’” Hetherington said.

Shortly after that his phone rang again. It 
was coach Barry.  

“He told me congratulations and that I was 
an inspiration to so many of the guys on the 
team. He told me ‘I need you to be a leader, I 
need you to use that fight, perseverance and 
determination you used to get back on the 
field to help us win a state championship,’” 
Hetherington remembered.

“I am a believer in Christ, and after injur-
ing myself, I asked God to show me something 
to ‘lean on’ through my recovery,” he contin-
ued. “He showed me Proverbs 16:3, which says 

Commit to the Lord in whatever you do and 
your plans will succeed.’ This verse became my 
battle cry during my recovery.”

Hetherington said the most difficult part 
of his return to play was once again facing live 
pitching.

“My freshman year I played outfield and 
pitched. That was the last time I had stepped 

into the box and faced a live pitcher,” he said. 
“The moment I was released to swing a bat, I 
started to hit off a tee.  Every day in my garage 
for hours I would hit trying to get my swing 
ready for tryouts.”

Hetherington was first injured during the 
summer of his sophomore year, playing with 

KRISTIN MORALES

Riley Hetherington battled back from major arm surgery to make the Aledo Bearcat varsity 
baseball team in 2022.

Turn to RILEY, page 3

WILLOW PARK

City moves 
closer to 
drainage 
improvements
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

At the Willow Park City Council 
meeting on June 14, council members 
voted to approve posting a notice of 
intention to issue certificates of obliga-
tion in an amount not to exceed $4.25 
million. The funds are for the purpose 
of designing, constructing, acquiring, 
improving, enlarging, and equipping the 
city’s municipal drainage utility system.

The city has been collecting fees since 
October of 2021 to fund storm drainage 
improvements throughout the city. The 
rates, reflected in the utility bills of res-
idents, are $5.50 per month per 1,500 
square feet of living area. For example, 
2,000 square feet is $7.32 per month, 
2,500 is $9.19 and 3,000 equals $11.

City manager Bryan Grimes said 
about $220,000 has been raised this 
fiscal year and he anticipates all the fees 
will bring in approximately $330,000 
annually. Funds raised through these 
fees will go toward paying the debt 
service charges connected with the cer-
tificates of obligation.

“Some are small, some are large, but 
this will take care of most of it,” Grimes 
said of the work needing to be done with 
the funds.

The council vote now means they will 
move forward with posting a newspaper 
advertisement on Aug. 9 announcing the 
issuance of the certificates for the funds, 
of which Grimes said $4 million will go 
for construction costs and the rest for 
processing fees.

Grimes clarified to a citizen who 
expressed concern with the spending 
that the money will not come out of the 
general fund.

Grimes recommended a 20-year 
repayment plan, which, with interest, 
would be a total payback of just over $6 
million and would conclude in 2042. 
While a 15-year-plan would mean less 
in interest payments, each of the annu-
al payments would be over $350,000, 
whereas all of the payments on a 20-year 
plan would be around $300,000.

Grimes said the lower annual pay-
ments would allow some funds to be left 
over from the storm drainage improve-
ment fees should some surplus money 
be needed outside the debt service 
payments.

Discussion of north side 
sewer service

City Engineer Derek Turner, of Jacob 
& Martin Engineering in Weatherford, 
gave a presentation to the council on 
the cost of providing sewer service to 
residents on the north side of the city. 
Households in that part of town are cur-
rently septic.

Turner said to provide sewer ser-
vice to approximately 1,000 residents 
north of Ranch House Road would be 
around $19 million. To provide service 
to approximately 300 residents south 

Turn to SEWER, page 3

PARKER COUNTY

New animal shelter surgical center opens
‘First in the nation’  
partnership
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

A union that began in 2019 between the 
Weatherford Parker Animal Shelter (WPCAS) 
and Weatherford College (WC) grew exponen-
tially Friday, June 17, as the WPCAS held a 
grand opening for the Rees-Jones Foundation 
Medical and Surgical Center on the grounds.

The more than 3,000 square-foot state-
of-the-art facility is beside the longstanding 
building that once housed the medical and surgi-
cal department and remains the welcoming area. 
The animals are housed in another building as 
they wait for adoption. The WPCAS has a rate of 
more than 95 percent of returning animals to the 
community to qualify as a “no-kill shelter.

RICK MAUCH/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Community supporters and chambers of commerce gathered for the ribbon cutting of the 
Rees-Jones Foundation Medical and Surgical Center.Turn to SHELTER, page 4
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ATEX TRASH 
SERVICESERVICE

PROVIDING EXCELLENT 
SERVICE FOR THOSE 

OUTSIDE THE CITY LIMITS

WEEKLY SERVICE: 
$35 PER MONTH

Locally owned and 
operated since 2010

TIM GREEN: 
817-344-8464

WWW.ATEXTRASH.COM

The Hartford • Safeco
Liberty Mutual

State Auto • Progressive 
and more!

bassgrouptx.com
817-441-4100

TACLA67709Ewww.jwmechanicalsystems.com

IS 
YOUR 

SYSTEM 
READY 

THIS SEASON?

CALL TODAY! 
682-999-6062 

Heating & 
Air Conditioning 

Maintenance Plans & 
Financing Options Available

Veteran Owned & Family Operated
Aledo Graduate - Class of ‘96

4 COMMON REASONS
FOR HVAC FAILURE
Debris Around the Unit
Heatpumps require approximately 18-24” of breathing room.

Improper Installation
This can reduce effi ciency by 30%.

Lack of Maintenance
Regular maintenance can increase a 
system’s life 5-6 years.

Improper Sizing
This causes strain on a 
system’s equipment, 
which will decrease 
the life of the 
unit.

ALEDO,  DFW,  MIDLAND,

AMARILLO,  &  AUST IN

Schedule your free at-home assessment

(817) 887-9401 | info@overturehomecare.com
3750 S. University, Suite 250, Fort Worth, TX

www.overturehomecare.com

Compassionate  
In-Home Care  

for Seniors

The Helms family behind Overture Home Care keeps their focus 
on helping Parker County residents live independently and safely
In the seven years since Denise 

and Rob Helms of Parker County 
founded Overture Home Care to 
provide local residents with a more 
personal level of care so that they can 
age with dignity and as much inde-
pendence as possible, they’ve been 
proud to watch their business and 
their family grow together.

“Denise and I made the deci-
sion to launch a home care business 
focused on caring for the elderly 
in their home, which is their num-
ber one desire — to age in place,” 
Rob said. “Denise has a long histo-
ry of experience in the senior care 
arena. In the geriatric business as a 
registered nurse, she spent 30 years 
working in skilled nursing, hospice, 
and home health care and it seemed 
like a good transition.”

“As people age, it becomes difficult 
to remain independent,” Rob contin-
ued. “We help people with a wide 
range of services. Our professionals 
do a customized plan of care specifi-
cally for each client, with everything 
from assistance with bathing and 
dressing, eating, light housekeeping, 
and errands. Then we also do chronic 
illness support for people with con-
ditions like diabetes or for folks that 
may be suffering with Alzheimer’s, 

and we provide care for people with 
Parkinson’s or Multiple Sclerosis, and 
stroke recovery. In addition, we do 
quite a bit for people who are trying 
to overcome an illness that resulted 
in a hospital stay, whether it’s surgery 
or a cardiac event, something where 

they need a little help for a short peri-
od of time at home.”

Recently, the Parker County con-
tingent of the Overture Home Care 
family has grown to include not just 
Denise, Rob, and former McAnally 
Intermediate School principal Zach 

Tarrant, who serves as Overture 
Home Care Executive Director, but 
also Denise and Rob’s grown chil-
dren: son Austin Helms, who serves 
as Operations Manager and daughter 
Alex Helms, who serves as Intake 
Coordinator.

To continue growing and pro-
viding the highest level of service, 
Overture has moved swiftly to address 
the challenges and rising costs fac-
ing our communities. Overture has 
increased wages across the board, 
instituted weekly payments and 
added quarterly bonuses as well as 
referral bonuses to their compensa-
tion packages. They have also added 
an onsite skills lab and provide essen-
tial Dementia Live® education to all 
new hires. 

In the wider community, Rob, 
Denise, Zach, Austin and Alex are 
all active in charitable organizations 
and events such as Aledo Children’s 
AdvoCats, the Thanksgiving Trot, 
Wilson’s Warriors, and Hearts of 
Hope.

Overture would like to assist you 
and your loved ones. They offer a 
complimentary consultation to 
assess the home care needs of each 
client. As a family-oriented business, 
they understand the challenges that 
families face, and encourage fam-
ily members to participate in this 
process.

Overture Home Care can 
be reached at 817-887-9401 or at 
OvertureHomeCare.com. The phone 
line is staffed 24/7 and they are wait-
ing for your call.

https://www.community-news.com/in-around-parker-county/
https://www.cfvetclinic.com
https://www.jwmechanicalsystems.com
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Churches
817-901-9455
5050 S Hwy 5

Aledo, TX

EVERYONE WELCOME
WWW.PCCOWBOYCHURCH.ORG

Sundays
Bible Study 8:30 AM
Service 10:00 AM

PARKER COUNTY COWBOY CHURCH
PCCC

16250 Old Weatherford Road
Aledo, Texas

For current Mass Times visit our website at:
www.HolyRedeemerAledo.org

For more information contact the Parish Office at 817-441-3500

The Willow Park  
Church of 

Christ
721 Ranch House Road

Sunday Worship Assembly – 10:30 am

www.thewillowparkchurchofchrist.com

YOU'RE INVITED!

SUNDAY'S AT 10:00AM 

SUNDAY

ADD YOUR CHURCH

Call 817-441-7661  
for special rates  

on the church page.

TO

 O
UR CHURCH PAGE

his select team, the Fort Worth Cats, 
in a tournament in Missouri.

“I had all my pitches working 
and all of a sudden things changed. 
I lost feeling in my fingers and could 
not control the baseball,” he said. 
“We played several more games 
that week, and after the last game 
my coach suggested we see an arm 
doctor.”

 An MRI showed major damage 
to his ulnar nerve and the only way 
to fix it was surgery. He had decom-
pression surgery in June of 2020. 

“The doctor told me my nerve 
moved all the way under my elbow 
and had to be surgically reattached 
in the proper location,” he said.

He spent the next eight months 
in rehab working through various 
throwing programs. He made the 
JV his junior year and had pitched 
in three games with no pain.  

Then, during an intersquad 
game, he threw a breaking ball and 
felt a pop in his arm.

“I looked directly at coach Barry 
with tears in my eyes and told him 
I hurt my elbow again,” he said, 
almost tearing up at the memory of 
that moment.

The next day Hetherington was 
back at the doctor and had another 
MRI, which revealed a complete tear 
of his Ulnar ligament. His doctor, 
John Conway, former team orthope-
dic doctor for the Texas Rangers and 
TCU baseball teams and current 
team orthopedic for the Houston 
Astros, had performed surgery on 
Hetherington’s dad for a torn rota-
tor cuff while pitching in college.

“He said in 35 years of prac-
tice only five times had he seen an 
ulnar ligament torn that severely,” 
Hetherington said. “A piece of bone 
from my elbow broke off — the pop 
I heard — and severed my ligament 
in half.”

Hetherington had Tommy John 
surgery (named after the former 
major league pitcher who was the 
first to undergo it and return to his 
sport) to replace the ligament.

“After surgery the doctor told 
me he would understand if I did 
not want to play baseball again. I 
looked at my parents and said I am 
not done playing baseball,” he said. 
“The rehab was the hardest thing I 
have ever done in my life. I basically 

was reteaching the ligament how to 
throw again.”

He created a countdown log, 
which, on the top of the page read 
“Varsity 2022” and below that were 
numbers. They started at 296 and 
ended at 1. 

“My goal was to be ready to play 
by the time I reached 1 (the first 
official day of high school baseball 
practice).  And with the help of my 
doctors, therapists, coaches, team-
mates, and my family I was ready to 
play on Jan. 18, 2022,” he said.

“Tommy John surgery is the 
most severe arm surgery any base-
ball player can undergo.  They took 
a ligament out of my left wrist and 
sewed it into my right arm. Just 
that is amazing. But all the hours 
of rehab, all the hours in my room 
doing exercises and stretches, all 
the throwing sessions (starting at 25 
feet and moving back to 300 feet), 
all the days of soreness, pain and 
not being able to sleep, all the days 
of simply lying in my bed wondering 
if I will ever be able to get back on 
that field, makes each day I am on 
the field special.”

Hetherington also drew inspi-
ration from remembering his 
older brother Reid battle back 

from a serious injury while playing 
basketball.

“He also had surgery and I 
watched him fight through rehab 
and work extremely hard to get back 
on the court. He used to tell people, 
‘I refuse to let an injury tell me when 
I cannot play basketball anymore.’ 
Watching him go through this time 
inspired me on my journey back to 
playing,” Hetherington said.

Reid said Riley’s comeback was, 
likewise, an inspiration to him.

“I am really proud of my broth-
er. He’s an incredible kid and an 
incredible fighter,” Reid said.

Barry said Riley’s comeback epit-
omizes Bearcat spirit.

“I think he encompasses this 
team M.O. They’re fighters with a 
fighting spirit,” Barry said. “It just 
says how much he loves the game. 
He’s a unique kid, a true fighter, and 
he was an inspiration to all of us.”

Growing up, Riley’s dad taught 
him every player has a role on a 
team and a team will only do great 
things if everyone knows their role 
and accepts it. While every athlete 
dreams of being a star, he under-
stands that is not what he was called 
to do and is happy being a part of 
the success.

The dream of an athletic schol-
arship out of high school has also 
gone by the wayside — for now, at 
least, though he has been offered 
the opportunity to walk on at several 
colleges. He’s also going to return to 
playing summer baseball and hope-
fully find a place to play through 
that.  

“All I want is a chance to play,” 
he said.

He plans on majoring in sec-
ondary education and becoming a 
history teacher, as well as getting 
his special education certificate and 
working with special needs children, 
he said.

“I also want to coach baseball 
and told coach Barry he should hire 
me once I finish college,” he said 
with a grin.

“The support I have received 
over these past two years, from my 
family, doctors, therapists, coaches, 
teammates, and others has been tre-
mendous,” he continued. “I read an 
article on Tommy John surgery, and 
it said in order to return to play after 
you must be willing to put in the 
work and surround yourself with a 
great support system. I had the very 
best support system.”

COURTESY OF DIANE WOMACK BELYEU

Riley Hetherington running the bases during a Bearcat baseball game.

RILEY
from page one

of Ranch House Road would be 
about $9.2 million.

“I think in this situation phas-
ing is what you’re looking at,” 
Turner said. “You put your name 
in the hat every year and get the 
best funding.”

Place 3 Councilman Greg 
Runnebaum suggested the city 
gather data from the homeown-
ers in that area to see if they are 
interested in switching over.

“The compelling factor is we 
don’t have the ability to require 
them to get on,” Grimes added. 
“The first question is going to be 
how much does it cost? I can tell 
you what our sewer rate is now, 
but that may not be the rate for 
them (when the changeover takes 
place).”

Hoffman garners state 
accolades

Willow Park Marketing 
and Communications Director 
Rosealee Hoffman was recently 
honored by the Texas Association 
of Municipal Information Officers 
as one of the top 10 “Small Shop” 
PR offices in the state. She was 
also a speaker at their recent con-
vention in Houston.

Grimes noted that a judge 
said of Hoffman, “Solid and pro-
fessional work. You are making 
the best use of your resources and 
are clearly well organized.”

Then, Grimes added his own 
praise, “She makes this thing run 
smoothly and seamlessly.”

Hoffman, who is is in her 
fourth year with the city, said of 
the honor, “This year we were 
definitely improved and definite-
ly in the hunt (for the top prize), 
and hopefully next year we’ll 
bring home some hardware.”

SEWER
from page one

QUOTABLE

“Nothing is 
impossible. The 
word itself says 
‘I’m possible!’”

— Audrey Hepburn
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Pastor, Clark Bosher

(817) 835-5000
www.ftwccu.org

Open to those who live, work, or 
attend school in Tarrant, Denton, 

Parker, and Johnson Counties.

Visit us today at
1911 S. Main St. 

Weatherford’s #1 Family Credit Union 

• Full Service Kitchen & Bath Remodeling • All Flooring • 
• Custom Cabinets • Granite & Quartz Countertops •

• Painting • Lighting • Home Additions •
• Glass Shower Enclosures and Mirrors •

• Plumbing, Electrical, & Drywall •
Occupied Home Renovation Specialists

www.stantonandcompany.net
817-441-2790 • 817-731-5855

6623 Corporation Pkwy Ste #140
Fort Worth, Texas 76126

4824 Camp Bowie Blvd
Fort Worth, TX 76107

Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry
Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C. and Michael Ball, D.D.S., P.L.L.C.

Diplomate of American Board of Pediatric Dentistry
Fellow of American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101
Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087

Ofc:817-441-2425 • Fax: 817-441-2491
www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com
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Previously, medical and surgical 
services were performed in a single 
room with less than 300 feet.

“What you’re going to see is a top-
of-the-line medical center, a medical 
center that’s going to save lives,” Dustin 
Deel, City of Weatherford Director of 
Municipal and Community Services, 
told the crowd. “The partnership 
is in full swing with Weatherford 
College. It’s truly a first-in-the-nation 
partnership.

“We’re raising the bar in Parker 
County. We’re being looked at nation-
ally here in little old Weatherford, 
Texas.”

The opening of the facility is also 
the next step in the partnership that 
began in 2019 with WC. The two enti-
ties partnered with the goal of raising 
both the vet care and animal standards 
in the county, as well as expanding 
educational and career opportunities 
in the community through an inno-
vative and what is believed to be a 
one-of-a-kind partnership.

The partnership enables 
Weatherford college to offer a 
new associate degree in veterinary 
technology to students looking to 
become registered veterinary tech-
nicians. These types of programs 
are very expensive and difficult 
for colleges to offer due to capital 
requirements, staffing, and liability.

However, Deel said these are all 
responsibilities the shelter currently 
takes on regularly. So as students 
earn their degree they will also be 
bringing more help to the shelter as 
sort of an internship.

    The college also contributed an 
x-ray machine, sonography equip-
ment, and more.

The first class in this program 
recently graduated from WC.

“We could give them all the lec-
tures and material in the world, 
but that is not the same as working 
with live animals,” said Dr. Kathryn 
Garofalo, director of the vet tech 
program at WC. 

“It’s just been a sea of change in 
what we can offer. It’s been such a 
win-win.”

Then, Garofalo continued with 
a chuckle, “If you’ve ever dealt with 
accrediting bodies, you know they 
have to say some things bad. Well, 
they couldn’t find anything here.”

In 2018 the Rees-Jones 
Foundation granted the WPCAS 
$500,000. The foundation, based 
in Dallas, has granted more than 
$400 million around the world in 
15 years.

“They’ve never given to an out-
side municipality before, but they 
saw our vision,” Deel said.

Deel also introduced Dr. Stacy 
McLeod, DVM as the facility’s 
first-ever full-time staff veterinarian.

“To be able to find one that is 
a high speed vet like we need, one 
with 20 years of experience, one that 
knows small animals and large ani-
mals, we are so fortunate,” he said.

Prior to joining the Shelter team, 
Dr. McLeod spent nearly 20 years in 
private, mixed animal practice, the 
last six years of which have been at 
the North Texas Veterinary Hospital 
in Weatherford. She graduated from 
Oklahoma State University with a 
bachelor’s degree in animal science 
in 2000 and became a doctor of vet-
erinary medicine in 2004. That was 
followed by a one-year internship 
in theriogenology, which focuses 
on veterinary reproduction, with a 

focus on diseases and physiology of 
animal reproductive systems.

Beyond her professional life, Dr. 
McLeod is a mother to three daugh-
ters and an animal lover to the core. 

Together, they raise goats, cattle, 
and bees, plus own dogs, cats, chick-
ens, and horses.

“I feel blessed to be a part of 
something the community has made 

a priority,” McLeod said. “We’re try-
ing to prevent the problem, we’re 
going out and finding animals that 
aren’t spayed and neutered. We’re 
trying to be more proactive instead 
of reactive.

“And it’s a great union with the 
college.”

Drew Springer of Springer 
Financial Services in Weatherford, a 
donor for the project, said, “It costs 
a lot more to save a dog than to kill 
a dog. The money raised has been 
fantastic.”

Springer told a story about how 
he and his wife adopted a westie (a 
West Highand white terrier) more 
than a dozen years ago and how 
much it still means to them.

“You guys are changing people’s 
lives,” he said of the shelter staff 
and volunteers. “There should be 
more love in the world, and having 
animals is one of the greatest ways.”

The WPCAS has been in opera-
tion since the 1960s, starting first as 
a holding facility for loose livestock, 
later growing in size to the pres-
ent-day facility that has 184 kennels 
for dogs and cats, the state-of-the-
art Rees-Jones Foundation Medical 
and Surgical Center, plus various 
pastures and livestock pens all situ-
ated in a park-like setting. WPCAS 
sees more than 6,300 animals a 
year.

The Shelter also offers citizens 
a Trap-Neuter-Release program to 
sterilize feral and community cats, 
plus various microchip and vacci-
nation clinics throughout the year. 
For more information on animal 
adoptions, making a financial contri-
bution, or volunteering, visit  www.
WeatherfordTX.gov/AnimalShelter.

CENTER
from page one
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The new surgical center is state of the art.

http://
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ship. Letters should be signed, and 
limited to approximately 300 words. 
All submissions to the newspaper 

should include a telephone number 
in case we have questions. Letters 
are due by Monday at noon for that 
week’s paper. Community announce-
ments, achievements and obituaries 
are due by noon Friday for the follow-
ing week’s paper. Send submissions 
to news@community-news.com.

Photos submitted should include 
names of the people in the pho-
tograph. For ease in submitting 
photographs electronically, visit our 
contact form at community-news.
com/contacts.

The Community News does not charge 
for timely wedding, engagement and 
birth announcements provided they 
are of reasonable length. Lengthy 
announcements will either be edited to 
a reasonable length or, at the discretion 
of the person submitting the announce-
ment, be charged a fee. The deadline 
for submitting announcements is noon 
Friday for the following week’s paper.

News
Rick Mauch

Photography 
Christopher Amos  
Jackie Hayslip 
Kristin Morales

Sports 
Nolan Ruth

State Comptroller Glenn Hegar last week 
released his agency’s plan to support the expan-
sion of broadband internet access to areas with 
limited or no access. Hegar and his agency’s 
Broadband Development Office received feed-
back through a series of town halls, virtual 
discussions, and more than 16,000 responses 
to a survey. 

“An important, recurring theme has been 
the reminder that though high-speed internet 
may once have been a luxury, it is now a neces-
sity,” Hegar wrote in a letter to Texas legislators. 
“Texans need reliable, high-speed connectiv-
ity for a wide range of potential applications 
including public health, safety, education, and 
modern agriculture.” 

Census data collected in 2020 indicates 
as many as 7 million Texans — nearly one-
fourth of the state’s population — do not have 
broadband access. The issue disproportionately 
affects rural communities, low-income families, 
and communities of color, the report said. 

The report notes the statewide plan will 
require additional funding. The Legislature 
provided $5 million to jump-start the 
Broadband Development Office, and the fed-
eral American Rescue Act allocated $500.5 
million for broadband expansion. In addition, 
the recently passed infrastructure bill allocates 
at least $100 million.

By early next year, the BDO will:
•	 Establish a broadband-focused, federal-

ly-compliant grant program.
•	 Publish a broadband availability map.
•	 Manage recurring coordination and 

communication opportunities across stake-
holder groups.
“Texas faces a huge challenge: Connecting 

over 1 million households to high-speed broad-
band, improving connectivity for over 5.6 
million households, improving affordability of 
broadband for 3.6 million households, and 
assisting 3.8 million Texans with digital literacy 
challenges,” Hegar said.

Test scores rise slightly  
in three subjects

Test results released last week by the Texas 
Education Agency  showed modest improve-
ment in three subject areas over last year. 
However, they still are lower than they were 
before the pandemic.

High school students took the State of Texas 
Assessment of Academic Readiness in four sub-
jects required to graduate: algebra, English I 
and II, biology, and U.S. history. Compared to 
last year, scores rose in all but English I and II, 
which were largely unchanged.

Test score results are still short of the pre-pan-
demic results from 2019. In algebra, for example, 
scores are 16 points lower than spring 2019. 

“We have made some progress to date, but 
there is still work to be done to fully recover 
from the academic effects of the COVID slide,” 
TEA Commissioner Mike Morath said.

Results for STAAR tests taken by students 
in grades 3-8 will be made public this week.

Texas again leads  
nation in jobs created

May employment numbers released by 
the Texas Workforce Commission show the state 
has added 762,400 nonagricultural jobs since 
May 2021. The seasonally adjusted jobless rate in 
May was essentially unchanged at 4.2%.

“Texas continues to set records for employ-
ment growth with more than 250,000 jobs 
added from the beginning of this year through 
May,” said TWC Chairman Bryan Daniel. 
“Training and upskilling are crucial to main-
tain this level of employment growth, and 
TWC remains committed to offering innovative 
training programs.”

The job increase is the highest in the nation, 
with a record 13.357 million Texans employed, 
according to TWC.

Ex-boy band member  
wrangling litter

Wearing a cowboy hat, spurs, and a fringed 
vest, singer and actor Joe Jonas is lassoing litter 
in the latest “Don’t mess with Texas” campaign.

The former member of the Jonas Brothers 
Band, whose hometown is Dallas, filmed a video 
in which he goes around the Don’t mess with 
Texas office, dragging a barrel and gathering trash, 
according to the Austin American Statesman.

“Joe understands the pride that we have in 
our state and in keeping it clean for everyone 
to enjoy its beauty, now and in the future,” said 
Becky Ozuna, coordinator for the Don’t mess 
with Texas campaign. “We are thrilled to have 
Joe join us in bringing attention to our litter-free 
message through his comedic talent and timing.”

The humorous video with a serious message 
can be viewed at https://tinyurl.com/vp4hfb4x.

State launches nation’s first 
Driving with Disability program

A collaborative effort between state agen-
cies has led to a first-in-the-nation program 
that gives Texans the option to identify com-
munication impairments, such as being 
hearing-impaired, on both the driver’s licenses 
and vehicle registrations.

In addition, all Texas law enforcement agen-
cies have access to video training modules to 
gain a better understanding of people with 
a communication impediment, which also 
includes autism, cerebral palsy, Parkinson’s 
disease, and other disorders drivers might have 
and still legally be able to drive.

“This simple addition to a driver’s license or 
vehicle registration removes a potential barrier 
and can give officers the knowledge they need 
to help make sure everyone feels comfortable 
and safe,” Steve McCraw, Texas Department of 
Public Safety director, said.

COVID-19 cases  
in state stay steady

The number of new COVID-19 cases report-
ed in the past week in Texas stayed fairly 
steady at 48,073, according to the Coronavirus 
Resource Center at Johns Hopkins University. 
However, new deaths rose sharply to 454, 
compared to 77 reported the previous week. 
The Texas Department of State Health Services 
reported 1,747 lab-confirmed COVID-19 hos-
pitalizations, up for the second straight week.
Gary Borders is a veteran award-winning Texas 
journalist. He published a number of commu-
nity newspapers in Texas during a 30-year 
span, including in Longview, Fort Stockton, 
Nacogdoches and Cedar Park. Email:  gborders@
texaspress.com.

Capital Highlights

Comptroller releases 
broadband plan

Gary Borders
gborders@texaspress.com

Editorial cartoonist Ben Sargent once 
penned a masterful sketch of a newspa-
perman — a skinny, bug-eyed fellow in a 
baggy suit with a press card in the band of 
his porkpie hat.

The unnamed journalist was depicted 
in the simple act of entering a dark room at 
city hall and switching on a light. The car-
toon had no caption. It didn’t need one. In 
your mind’s eye you could see cockroaches 
scurrying for cover.

Sargent’s message to Austin American-
Statesman readers was clear and timeless: 
Light is the best disinfectant, and nothing 
shines light on the activities of government 
like a newspaper. That’s especially true in 
this era of real-time news coverage, instan-
taneous online commentary and partisan 
electronic echo chambers. 

Governments today are larger, more 
pervasive, and more powerful than any time 
in our history. Fortunately for those of us 
who believe in self-governance, newspapers 
are still around. And they’re the best source 
for information on how government spends 
your money and what government plans to 
do to you. That’s because newspapers still 
cover the behind-the-scenes goings-on at 
city hall and not just the horse-race aspect 
of political campaigns. It’s also because 
newspapers are still the home of public 
notices, and some of the most important 
journalism in your newspaper arrives in the 
form of public notices.

Public notices are mandatory announce-
ments of what a governmental body plans 
to do or what it has already put into motion. 
They are not universally popular among 
government officials. Public notices are 
printed in newspapers — the civic jour-
nals of their communities —because they’re 
required under scores of laws passed over 
the past two centuries. The idea behind 
those public notice laws was to foster 
transparency to keep government open and 
accountable.

If you’re a parent and you need to know 
ahead of time that the school district is 
drawing up new school attendance zones, 
you should appreciate public notices. The 
law requires the district to print that plan 
in a newspaper. Without even knowing you 
should look, you can stumble across new 
information on where Little Johnny may 
be attending school next year while sipping 
your latte and reading the morning paper. 
You become aware of this important devel-
opment in your family’s existence whether 
or not you follow the superintendent’s 
social media posts. If you don’t like what 
you see, you can take action to oppose it.

If you’re a taxpayer and you want to 
learn out about property tax rates planned 
for next year before they’re passed, you 
can appreciate public notices. State law 
requires cities, counties and school districts 
to notify you of their intentions before tax 
rates are set in stone. How? In a public 
notice printed in the newspaper.

And if you’re a property owner like 
the folks of Fayette County, you’d appreci-
ate knowing if an out-of-town company is 
seeking a permit to dump Austin sewage 
sludge in a field beside the Colorado River. 
A modest legally required public notice in 
the Fayette County Record brought that 
plan to light. It didn’t pass the smell test 
with citizens, and they raised a stink with 
state officials. The permit application was 
quickly withdrawn.

Public notices in newspapers get noticed. 
When they do, readers may decide to share 
a thought or two with the officials involved. 
Let’s face it: those officials’   jobs would be 
ever-so-much less stressful if they didn’t 
have to interact with upset voters who pay 
the taxes that fund their paychecks. Some 
officials are particularly galled that state 
law requires them to pay newspapers to 
publish these notices. They complain to 
legislators that it’s a waste of money — that 
the notices could simply be posted on the 
governmental entity’s website without pay-
ing newspapers to spread the news.

Their argument doesn’t mention the 
fact that public notice rates are among 
the lowest charged by newspapers. It also 
fails to note that creating, operating, and 
maintaining a government-public notice 
site would also cost taxpayers money. And 
it conveniently ignores the immense watch-
dog value of a newspaper serving as an 

Guest Column

Don’t let the foxes  
guard the henhouse

Donnis Baggett
dbaggett@texaspress.com

Turn to COLUMN, page 7
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TACLA67709Ewww.jwmechanicalsystems.com

4 COMMON 
REASONS FOR 
HVAC FAILURE

IS YOUR SYSTEM 
READY THIS SEASON?

CALL 682-999-6062 
TODAY!

Heating and
Air Conditioning 

Maintenance Plans & 
Financing Options Available

Veteran Owned & Family Operated
Aledo Graduate - Class of ‘96

Debris Around the Unit
Heatpumps require approximately 18-24” of 
breathing room.

Improper Installation
This can reduce effi ciency by 30%.

Lack of Maintenance
Regular maintenance can increase a 
system’s life 5-6 years.

Improper Sizing
This causes strain on a 
system’s equipment, 
which will decrease 
the life of 
the unit.

HIGH SPEED INTERNET
SPEEDING IS ENCOURAGED 
CALL CIRRA NETWORKS TODAY

(817) 259-1100  |  www.cirranet.net

CLEAR FORK MATERIALS

800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD
ALEDO, TEXAS

HOURS: M-F 8-5 •SAT 8-2 WWW.CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM

“Are you growing with us?”
Residential & Commercial

817-441-7777

• Topsoils & Custom 
Soil Blends

• Compost & Mulches
• Rock & Sand Products

Serving North Texas 
since l986

Pick up or Delivery Available

Matt Morris
817-529-5325 

matt@gusbates.com

Proud to 
Support the Aledo 

Bearcats

Securities offered through Kestra Investment Services, LLC (Kestra IS), member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through Kestra 
Advisory Services, LLC (Kestra AS), an affi liate of Kestra IS. Kestra IS and Kestra AS are not affi liated with Gus Bates Insurance & Investments. 

817-732-4419
www.sarahmorrisdds.comEMPLOYEE BENEFITS, PROPERTY & CASUALTY, 

RETIREMENT PLAN SERVICES
FAMILY DENTISTRY WHERE HONESTY & INTEGRITY MATTER!

State of the Art Sterilization Room
Invisalign and Zoom! Whitening

Massage Chairs and HDTV
Water Purification System

2551 River Park Dr. Suite 201 · Fort Worth, TX 76116

White’s 
Funeral Home
130 Houston Ave. • Weatherford 

817-596-4811
www.whitesfuneral.com

Our family
serving 

your family
since 1908.

Aledo golf coaches resign
There will be two new faces leading the 

Aledo High School golf teams next season 
as both Joe Roquemore of the Bearcats and 
James Mullins of the Ladycats resigned 
recently. Athletic Director Steve Wood said 
both will remain with the school district, 
Mullins as a teacher and Roquemore as 
middle school athletic coordinator.

Both coaches led their respective teams 
to District 5-5A championships and berths 
in the Class 5A State Tournament this past 
season. It was the first time since 2017 that 
both teams qualified for state.

Mullins also led the girls to the 2021 
state tournament. There was no state tour-
nament in 2020 because of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“James stepped in and has done a great 
job leading our girls program,” Wood said, 
adding of Roquemore, “We were lucky to 
have him when we needed him.”

Both coaches were at the helm of their 
program for almost three years.

Wood said he hopes to have two new 
coaches in place soon.

Oeste Ranch golfer third in 
NTPGA event

Armando Villarreal, representing 
Oeste Ranch Golf 
Club in Willow Park, 
finished third in the 
Northern Texas PGA’s 
Prize Possessions/E-Z 
Go Championship 
recently. This 36-hole 
championship, played 
at the Dallas Athletic 
Club, is the first of four 
stroke play events that 
comprise the Player 
of the Year Points 
Challenge.

Villarreal posted a 2-under-par 142 over 
two rounds. He opened with a 4-under-par 
68 and was the leader after the first round, 
but followed with a 2-over-par 74.

For his performance, Villareal won 
$2,000.

JJ Killeen, of Red Feather Golf and Social 
Club in Lubbock, won with a 7-under-par 
137 (71-66), while Jon Antunes, of Heart of 
Texas Golf Academy in Waco, was second 
at 3-under 141 (73-68).

- Rick Mauch 
The Community News

Golf Shorts

Villarreal

WEATHERFORD COLLEGE

Women win national rodeo national title
Helton wins  
team roping 
By Crystal Woerly
Weatherford College  

For the first time in school 
history, a Weatherford College 
athletic team can call themselves 
national champions. 

The WC women’s rodeo 
team came from behind in the 
standings on the final night of 
the College National Finals 
Rodeo, overtaking Southwestern 
Oklahoma State University by 8.3 
points to win the title in Casper, 
Wyoming, on Saturday, June 18. 

The WC women were the best 
of 35 teams at the event and 125 
National Intercollegiate Rodeo 
Association schools, including insti-
tutions like Texas A&M University, 
Tarleton State University, Texas Tech 
University, University of Wyoming, 
and Oklahoma State University. 

“It was unbelievable,” said 
Johnny Emmons, WC head rodeo 
coach. “Two of our girls were at 
the CNFR last year, and all four 
were consistent and smart. They 
knew what they had to do to win.” 

Emmons said the team got bet-
ter and better as the week went on. 

“We were sitting at sixth place 
as a team, but we had all four 
girls in the top ten,” he said. “I 
had a feeling all week that we 
would make a run, and we did. It 
came down to the very end. I’m so 
proud of this team!” 

The women’s team title wasn’t 
the only national championship 
won by WC this year. The team 
roping duo of Weatherford’s Jace 
Helton and Cisco College’s Riley 
Kittle moved from second to first 
with an 11.3 in the championship 
round to win the title. 

“They were outstanding,” 
Emmons said. “Looking back, 
their second steer could have taken 
them out of it. It jumped real wild, 
but Jace was patient and salvaged a 
9.9. They wouldn’t have even made 
the finals with a no-time there.” 

It was WC’s fourth individual 
national championship in school 
history (Cody Tew, 2007 team 
roping header; Arena Robertson, 
2008 women’s All-Around; 
Cole Wheeler, 2016 team roping 
header). 

Brie Wells continued her con-
sistent run through the CNFR 
with a 2.7 in the short go of break-
away roping. She was named 
reserve national champion, fin-
ishing in second place with 10.3 
total over four rounds. 

Weatherford goat tyer Kristin 
Reaves had the fastest time in 
the history of the CNFR with a 

5.5 Saturday night. She brought 
home third place with 25.0 over-
all, just 0.1 second behind the two 
athletes that tied for the national 
title. Kodey Hoss finished seventh 
in the event with a 7.1 Saturday 
and 26.2 total. 

Bradi Good took home third 
place overall in barrel racing. She 
jumped from fifth to third after 
posting her best time of the rodeo, 
14.03, Saturday night. Good 
also finished 39th in breakaway 
roping. 

Cash Enderli finished 13th 
in tie down roping and Chance 
Thiessen was 24th. 

The WC men finished 18th out 
of the 89 teams represented at 
the CNFR. This was the 18th con-
secutive CNFR for the WC rodeo 
program. 

WEATHERFORD COLLEGE

The Weatherford College championship rodeo team (from left): Kodey Hoss, Kristin Reaves, Bradi Good, Brie 
Wells, and coach Johnny Emmons
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817-599-4186 • Fax: 817-599-3326
2100 Burton Street • Weatherford, Texas 76087

GOING GREEN with COOL ROOFING

�
�

ENERGY EFFICIENT 
& LOOKS GREAT!

WIND & FIRE RESISTANT

STEEL BUILDINGS
AVAILABLE IN

MULTIPLE SIZES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 25 years!

MMMetal Mart
THE TRUSTED SOURCE FOR ALL YOUR

METAL BUILDING COMPONENT NEEDS!
� RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL STEEL ROOFING
� CUSTOM TRIM AND FLASHING � PURLIN & TUBING
� EASY BOLT PRE-FABRICATED STEEL BUILDINGS
� MINI STORAGE SYSTEMS � POWER TOOLS
� VENTS & SKYLIGHTS � HARDWARE & ACCESSORIES
� SYNTHETIC UNDERLAYMENT � INSULATION
� SEALANTS & CLOSURES � CARPORT PACKAGES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 28 years!

ALEDO,  DFW,  MIDLAND,

AMARILLO,  &  AUST IN

I-20 ANIMAL HOSPITAL
817-341-3331817-341-3331

3713 Fort Worth Hwy  Between Exits 415 and 414 
Hudson Oaks, TX  76087

www.I-20animalhospital.com

OPEN 24 HOURSOPEN 24 HOURS
DAILYDAILY

GENERAL PET WELLNESS 
HEALTH CARE
• INTERNAL MEDICINE
• SURGERY 

General and Advanced
• RADIOLOGY 

Digital including dental
• LASER THERAPY
• Computed Tomography 
              (CT scan)-NEW!                         

• EMERGENCY & CRITICAL 
CARE

• COMPLETE IN-HOUSE 
LABORATORY

• DENTAL CARE 
General and Advanced

• ULTRASONOGRAPHY
• ONCOLOGY
• ENDOSCOPY 

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

MyserOrtho.com  •  817-441-8700  •  Aledo & Willow Park

Life insurance 
from a real-life 
person.

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL

Get life insurance that comes 
with someone local (me).  
I’m here to help you protect 
your family’s financial future. 
LET’S TALK TODAY.

1708148

Bobby J Rigues, Agent
411 FM 1187 N
Aledo, TX  76008

Bus: 817-441-9966
bobby@bobbyrigues.com
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ORDINANCE NO. 220

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF 
THE TOWN OF ANNETTA, TEXAS, BY APPROVING A SPECIAL 
USE PERMIT FOR THE USE OF AN ACCESSORY DWELLING 
ON LOT 3, BLOCK 1, WINDMILL ESTATES MORE COMMONLY 
KNOWN AS 1381 OLD ANNETTA ROAD; PROVIDING FOR THE 
AMENDMENT OF THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP TO REFLECT 
SUCH CHANGE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL 
BE CUMULATIVE OF ALL ORDINANCES; PROVIDING A 
SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY CLAUSE; 
PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR 
PUBLICATION IN THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER; AND 
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Any person, firm or corporation who violates, disobeys, omits, 
neglects or refuses to comply with or who resists the enforcement of 
any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be fined not more than 
Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00) for each offense. Each day that a 
violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a separate offense.

This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its pas-
sage and publication as required by law, and it is so ordained.

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS 16TH  DAY OF JUNE

(s) Sandy Roberts 
Mayor

Attest:  
(s) Jamee Long 
Town Secretary

TOWN OF ANNETTA NORTH 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is given that the Town Council of the Town of Annetta North will 
hold a public hearing at 7:00 pm on Tuesday, July 12, 2022, at the 
Annetta Methodist Church, 2836 FM 5, Annetta, Texas. This public hear-
ing will be to receive public comments about both a special use permit 
application (accessory dwelling) and a variance request (side set back) 
related to real property located at 109 Dixon Rd. For more information 
you may contact the Town Secretary, Sheila Elmore, at 817-222-8405.

//Robert Schmidt, Mayor

independent, verifiable, and 
archived third-party source for 
these important notices. 

Today, newspapers are mak-
ing their notices more visible 
than ever, and it doesn’t cost 
the taxpayer an extra dime. In 
addition to printing the notices 
for a fee, Texas publishers make 
public notice information avail-
able at no extra charge online. 
Citizens can even sign up at no 
charge to electronically receive 
notices by subject matter and 
by jurisdiction.

A few months ago, the 
state of Florida updated its 
public notice laws by requir-
ing newspapers to provide this 
additional electronic service for 
public notices at no additional 
charge. But only eight weeks 
after the new law went into 
effect, the Florida legislature 
backtracked. It passed anoth-
er law allowing governmental 
entities to post notices on their 
own government websites and 
bypass newspapers altogether. 
In doing so, the state of Florida 
legalized the concept of the fox 
guarding the henhouse.

If you think that sort of 
thing can’t happen in Texas, 
think again. Like Texas, Florida 
is a conservative state with 
voters who want to hold gov-
ernment accountable. That’s a 
good thing. But some overeager 
legislators committed to cutting 
taxes, supporting local control 
and promising to “work with” 
local officials can be misled by 
a local official’s suggestion to 
eliminate newspaper notices 

and put the money into pothole 
repair. That, combined with the 
reckless labeling of all tradi-
tional media as “fake news,” 
means a toxic environment for 
newspapers that have faithfully 
served their communities for a 
century or longer.

Not only should govern-
ment not be in the business of 
disseminating their own public 
notices; government shouldn’t 
want to. By handling the 
publication, verification, distri-
bution, and archiving of official 
notices, newspapers keep gov-
ernment from serving as its 
own publisher, distributor, cer-
tifier of the record and archivist. 
By handling public notices, 
newspapers give government 
officials legal protection 
from accusations of releasing 
incomplete or untimely infor-
mation  — or of surreptitiously 
changing the record for the offi-
cials’ convenience. 

So it comes down to this: if 
you want to know what’s going 
on in your hometown, tell your 
local officials and your legisla-
tors to keep public notices in 
newspapers. It’s the civically 
healthy thing to do.

Don’t risk waking up one 
morning to the aroma of some-
thing foul being spread in your 
neighborhood.

Donnis Baggett is executive 
vice president of the Texas Press 
Association. TPA represents some 
400 Texas newspapers, includ-
ing this one. TPA campaigns in 
Austin for open records, open 
meetings, public notices and gov-
ernment accountability. Baggett 
may be reached at dbaggett@
texaspress.com.
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More events can be found at www.community-news.com/events

JUNE 28

Let’s Cook - for kids
Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension will host a cook-
ing class for kids 5 – 8 
from 9:30 a.m. to noon on 
June 28 and 29. The class-
es are targeting young chil-
dren and will focus on My 
Plate, safety in the kitchen, 
easy healthy foods to pre-
pare and fitness activities.
The cost for the two-day 
class is $30 per person. 
Sign up by calling Parker 
County Extension Office at 
817-598-6168.  

JULY 5

Art Camp
The Weatherford Art 
Association will host Art 
Camp from 10 a.m. to 
noon for four weeks in 
July. The first week will 
run from Tuesday, July 
5 to Friday, July 8. The 
remaining weeks will run 
from Monday-Thursday at 
Central Christian Church 
Cupped Hall, 1602 S. Main 
Street in Weatherford.
Campers will be divided 
into two age groups: grades 
K-2 (ages 5-7) and grades 
3-5 (ages 8-10).
The cost for the camp is 
$60 per student per week 
(t-shirt included).
To register, visit www.
weatherfordart.com and 
look for payments/dona-
tions. For more informa-
tion, call K. Cunning at 817-
694-0245 or Jill Harper at 
817-980-6159.

JULY 6

Peach Walk
The Tarrant Area Food 
Bank West will host a 
Peach Walk from 5:30-7 
p.m. on Wednesday, July 
6, at 112 Winners Circle in 

Weatherford.
Participants will journey 
through the new TAFB 
facility, sampling peach-
themed bites while learning 
how they can be a part of 
alleviating hunger in the 
community.
A single $30 ticket will pro-
vide 150 meals. Two tickets 
($50) will provide 250 
meals.
To register, visit https://
tafb.org/events/.

JULY 8

Parker County Women’s 
and Newcomers’ Club
The Parker County 
Women’s and Newcomers’ 
Club meets at 9:30 a.m. 
on the second Friday 
of every month at First 
United Methodist Family 
Life Center, 301 S. Main in 
Weatherford. The social 
hour, including Club Shop, 
begins at 9:30 a.m. The 
business meeting, includ-
ing program, is at 10:30 
a.m. Lunch is $11. Please 
make lunch reservations by 
calling Shirley at 817-757-
7379. For more information 
on the organization, visit 
pcwnc.org.

JULY 9

Peach Pedal Bike Ride
Registration is under way 
for the annual Peach Pedal 
Bike Ride on Saturday, 
July 9, at Weatherford High 

School, 2121 Bethel Road in 
Weatherford.
The 61-mile ride starts at 
7:30 a.m. The 39-mile ride 
starts at 7:45 a.m. and the 
28-mile and 8-mile rides 
start at 8 a.m.
The registration fee is $35 
if you register in the month 
of June. The fee is $40 if 
you register between July 
1-7. In-person registration 
will be available from 
3-6:30 p.m. on Friday, July 
8, at the Weatherford High 
School cafeteria, and ride-
day registration is $45.
The ride benefits 
the United Way of 
Parker County and the 
Weatherford Chamber of 
Commerce.
Each rider will receive a 
t-shirt and additional swag. 
Rest stops will also be pro-
vided.
For more information, visit 
https://www.peachpedal.
com/.

Parker County Peach 
Festival
The 37th annual Parker 
County Peach Festival will  
run from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, July 9, in down-
town Weatherford.
Peachy treats are always 
featured, including home-
made peach ice cream, 
peach cobbler, peach pie, 
peach tea, peach smooth-
ies, ice cream topped with 
fresh peaches, or just regu-
lar peaches.
In addition to the vendors, 
many antique and specialty 
stores will have specials 
throughout the day.
Two entertainment stages 
will feature local celebrities 
and entertainers.&nbsp;
For easy transportation 
to the festival, air-condi-
tioned shuttles will run 

from Weatherford 9th 
Grade Center, Weatherford 
College, or Heritage Park.
Admission is $10 for adults, 
$5 for ages 5-12, and free 
for younger than 5.
For more information, visit 
https://www.parkercoun-
typeachfestival.org.

JULY 12

Cancer Support Group
A support group to create 
a space for those who have 
battled or are battling can-
cer meets at 6:30 p.m. the 
second Tuesday of each 
month at Aledo United 

Methodist Church, 100 
Pecan Dr. in Aledo.
For more information, email 
Joan Ward at jcjkat1959@
gmail.com.

JULY 24

Howdy Party 2022
The Parker County Aggie 
Moms’ Club will host its 
annual Howdy Party to wel-
come new Aggies and cele-
brate all things Texas A&M 
from 6-10 p.m. Sunday, 
July 24, at Shep’s, 202 Fort 
Worth Hwy in Weatherford.
This event is their annu-
al fundraiser for student 

scholarships. The evening 
will include live and silent 
auctions, Yell Practice, 
Aggie Mom Boutique, 
catered chicken fried steak 
dinner, keynote speaker 
Cliff Dugosh ’86, recogni-
tion of 2022 scholarship 
recipients, and more.

Tickets are $25 and may be 
purchased at https://park-
ercomoms.aggienetwork.
com.

Send your event  
listings to events@
community-news.com.
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ACROSS

DOWN

   1  middle name of
      “Lady Bird” Johnson
  5  repair socks
  6  get ready for
      publication
  7  TXism: “a shy dog
      don’t get __ biscuits”
  8  TXism: “old as ___”
  9  late TX actress and
      model, Fawcett
15  “against” prefi x
16  TX Leon Jaworski
      became Watergate
      prosecutor after this
      Cox was fi red
19  TXism: “that’s a fi ne
      how __  ___  __”
      (something irritating)
21  where Moses got
      the commandments
22  TXism: “___  _  ___
      of arrows in his
      quiver” (capable)
27  tear in a sweater 
28  sell door to door
29  TXism: “useless as
      perfume __  _  ___”
30  TXism: “_____  __
      a whipped pup”
32  Austin band: “Asleep
      __ the Wheel”
33  TX Cooley is known
      for his work in ____-
      _____ surgery
36  Granbury historic
      hotel: “____ House”
37  nickname of presi-
      dent born in Denison
38  TXism: “attracted 
      like _____  __ a
      magnet”
39  male fowl (2 wds.)
41  “black gold”

  1  suffi x for “lemon”
      or “lime”
  2  young man
  3  Groveton is the
      seat of this county
  4  TX Tanya Tucker
      sang “San _______ 
      ______” (1975)
  8  TXism: “____-
      slinging drunk”
  9  TXism: “a ____  __
      _  _______ would
      have more fun”
      (bored)
10  summer necessity
      in Texas (abbr.)
11  actor Rock in Texas
      epic “Giant” (init.)

42  Texas city meaning
      “the pass” (2 wds.)
45  many Texans have
      played on the PGA ____
46  Astros former leag.
47  chain-____ fence
48  marching cadence word
49  in Texas, cars must have
      a registration _______
52  “_  ____ in the face” 
      (an insult) 
53  __ Ocean, Texas

54  word before
      a woman’s
      maiden name
55  big cell service
      provider 

12  TXism: “cream
      _____  __  ___ top”
      (good quality)
13  head nod at an
      auction (2 wds.)
14  TX Woodward was
      the walking boss in
      “Cool ____ Luke”
15  TXism: “if he’s _  
      ___, ____ bark”
16  Eve’s mate in Eden
17  TX Shaquille won
      3 titles as this
      (city abbr. + team)
18  calorie counter
20  the family ____
22  TX Jim Reeves hit:
      “He’ll Have to __”
23  Lennon’s widow

24  it’s played at
      military funerals
25  “took to it like an
      ___  __ a banana”
26  Travis drew a ____
      __ the dirt at the
      Alamo
28  he starred with TX
      Ann S. in 1937 fi lm
      “San Quentin” 

31  Palo ____ Canyon
34  Metroplex mexican
      eatery: “__ Fenix”
35  TXism: “___ some
      gravel” (fell)  
37  TXism: “lapped __
      __” (believed)
40  “____ grapes”
43  “The Leaning
      Tower of ____”
44  TXism: “numerous
      as ____  __  _
      dead worm”
50  a “Corps” member
      at Texas A&M
51  military kitchen
      duty (abbr.)
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Support Services provided by 
Careity Foundation

MEET OUR
ANCER-FIGHTING
ROCK ST RS

Talha Riaz, MD Medical Oncologist/Hematologist | Aaron Laine, MD, PhD Radiation Oncologist

WWW.THECENTERTX.COM | 817.759.7000
Weatherford

FORT WORTH CENTRAL CAMPUS • FORT WORTH SOUTHWEST • ARLINGTON
WEATHERFORD • BURLESON • GRANBURY • MINERAL WELLS • STEPHENVILLE

RANCH HOUSE PROFESSIONAL BUILDING

126 RANCH HOUSE ROAD

MARCUS GLEATON, OD
Suite 1000 · (817) 441-0010

ALEDO FAMILY EYE CARE
Suite 1000 · (817) 441-0010

A MEMBER OF

visionsource-aledofamilyeyecare.com

Mark A. McAdams, DDS

Suite 800 • (817) 441-8003

CATLIN, LILLARD & CO. PC
Tax, Assurance,
Consulting,
Business Advisors

Suite 1200 • (817) 441-2600 • clc-cpa.com
S. Brian Catlin, CPA  Ralph Lillard, CPA

Trusted since 1977

23
96

58

Dale Mares, AAMS
817-441-5061
126 S. Ranch house Rd., #600
Aledo 

Insurance and discounts subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co., Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance 
Co. Life insurance offered through Allstate Life Ins. Co. & Allstate Assurance Co. Northbrook, IL; and American Heritage Life Insurance Co., 
Jacksonville, FL. Securities offered by Personal Financial Representatives through Allstate Financial Services, LLC (LSA Securities in LA and PA).  
Registered Broker-Dealer. Member FINRA, SIPC. Main Office: 2920 South 84th Street, Lincoln, NE 68506. (877) 525-5727. © 2018 Allstate Insurance Co.

PROTECT YOUR WORLD

Looking for  
the Top Dog?

Parker County’s only locally-owned newspaper

It’s a local call •click • e-mail!
817-441-7661 • www.community-news.com
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Classifieds

215 Mesquite St. * Aledo, Texas 76008* 817-378-4423

*Livestock Feed
*Pet Food
*Bagged Fertilizer
*Salt Products
*Deer Feeders

Monday - Friday 
8:00am to 5:30pm 

Saturday  
8:00am to 12:30pm 1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 817-504-7662817-504-7662

24-Hour Access · Immediate Move-in · Boat & RV parking - $4524-Hour Access · Immediate Move-in · Boat & RV parking - $45
Available Sizes: 10x10 ($60), 10x20 ($90), 10x30 ($135)Available Sizes: 10x10 ($60), 10x20 ($90), 10x30 ($135)

We have lots of room 
for your stuff!

1187 MINI STORAGE1187 MINI STORAGE

KIMBERLY MEYER, ABR, CRS, GRI
REALTOR®

Cell (817) 929-0347
kimberly.meyer@cbdfw.com
4500 Hartwood Dr, Fort Worth, TX 76109-1840
www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer
Global Luxury Specialist

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Operated by a subsidary 
of NRT, LLC

Business Cards

Mike Tandy
Owner

In Business Since 1996

TANDY 
METAL BUILDINGS & 

FENCING

Mobile: 817.925.5843

Weld up • Bolt up • Horse Barns  • Welding
Custom Pipe Fencing • Fencing • Metal Homes

www.tandymetalbuildings.com

5 & 6 Inch Seamless Gutters • Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial • New & Repair

ROSS GUTTERS
In Business Since 1995

Office: 817-565-4658
Talk and text 817-771-9661

FREE SPLASH BLOCKS FOR A LIMITED TIME

Thousands of Lifelong Customers.

With the same name and number since 1973, Billy Harris Roofing is here before, during and after the Texas 
storms. Billy Harris Roofing has had the same crews since 1992 which has paved the way to 10 consecutive 

Angie’s List Super Service Awards since 2006. Billy Harris Roofing prides itself on quality... not quantity! 
Give the experts a call today and find out for yourself why thousands of life-long customers 

have put their trust in Billy Harris Roofing • 817-249-3338 • www.billyharris-roofi ng.com

817-249-3338 Same Crews Since 1992

Same Name & Number Since 1973
Previous Awards 
from 2006 to 2015

Vanity Tops                                           Tubs 
Whirlpool Tubs                         Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE
2927 Greenlee Park Trail

Weatherford, Texas 76088

  817-341-8970
Natural Granite  •  Solid Surface  •  Silestone

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
SERVICE AND REPAIR • LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

817-441-8633
• • NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS • •

817-443-9733
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR
LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

(817) 249-2028

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t

Ken Hartman, Proprietor

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry 
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

• COMPOSITION SHINGLES
• WOOD SHINGLES
• NEW ROOFS • REROOFS
• REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 • mobile (817) 996-2726

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

Insurance Claims Handled

Free 

Estim
ates

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor 

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100  
Aledo, TX 76008  
Bus. 817-441-4108 • Fax 800-656-0301 
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com 
www.edwardjones.com

Hearing
Care Center
4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702
Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre
Phone: 817.263.1971

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
CHAPPELL

Holly Green, Owner 
10943 S FM 1187 Road
Fort Worth, Texas 76126

“You Jingle...We Shingle™”
817.441.6973

service@brettcoroofing.com

NEED HELP WITH YOUR 

RETIREMENT PLAN?
If you have questions about your pension, 401(k) or 
profit sharing plan, call the South Central Pension 
Rights Project at (800) 443-2528 to get free legal 
advice. Funded by the U.S. Administration on Aging, 
SCPRP staff provides free legal assistance to anyone 
with a question about their retirement plan.

CALL US TODAY 1.800.443.2528

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO ISSUE CITY OF WILLOW PARK, 
TEXAS CERTIFICATES OF OBLIGATION

TAKE NOTICE that the City Council of the City of Willow Park, 
Texas, shall convene at 7:00 o’clock P.M. on the 9th day of 
August, 2022, at the City Hall, 516 Ranch House Road, Willow 
Park, Texas, and, during such meeting, the City Council will 
consider the passage of an ordinance authorizing the issuance of 
certificates of obligation in an amount not to exceed $4,250,000 
for the purpose of paying contractual obligations to be incurred 
for (i) designing, constructing, acquiring, improving, enlarging, and 
equipping the City’s municipal drainage utility system, including 
any repair, replacement, and relocation of streets and utilities in 
connection therewith, and the acquisition of land and rights-
of-way therefor, and (ii) professional services rendered in relation 
to such projects and the financing thereof; such certificates to be 
payable from ad valorem taxes and a pledge of the net revenues of 
the City’s Municipal Drainage Utility System. In accordance with 
Texas Local Government Code Section 271.049 (i) the current 
principal amount of all of the City’s outstanding public securities 
secured by and payable from ad valorem taxes is $14,973,544; (ii) 
the current combined principal and interest required to pay all of the 
City’s outstanding public securities secured by and payable from ad 
valorem taxes on time and in full is $20,334,709; (iii) the estimated 
combined principal and interest required to pay the certificates of 
obligation to be authorized on time and in full is $6,007,428 (iv) 
the maximum interest rate for the certificates may not exceed the 
maximum legal interest rate; and (v) the maximum maturity date of 
the certificates to be authorized is February 15, 2047. 
The above information excludes $37,241,456 in principal 
amount of outstanding debt obligations the City has designated as 
self-supporting in Resolution No. 2021-06 which the City reasonably 
expects to pay from revenue sources other than ad valorem taxes; 
provided, however, that in the event such self- supporting revenue 
sources are insufficient to pay debt service, the City is obligated to 
levy ad valorem taxes to pay such debt obligations. The certificates 
are to be issued, and this notice is given, under and pursuant to 
the provisions of Texas Local Government Code, Subchapter C of 
Chapter 271.

Crystal Dozier City Secretary 
City of Willow Park, Texas

ORDINANCE NO. 221

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF 
THE TOWN OF ANNETTA, TEXAS, BY APPROVING A SPECIAL 
USE PERMIT FOR THE USE OF AN ACCESSORY DWELLING 
ON LOT 10, BLOCK 1, ROSEMEADE ADDITION SUBDIVISION, 
MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 105 ROSEMEADE COURT; 
PROVIDING FOR THE AMENDMENT OF THE OFFICIAL ZONING 
MAP TO REFLECT SUCH CHANGE; PROVIDING THAT THIS 
ORDINANCE SHALL BE CUMULATIVE OF ALL ORDINANCES; 
PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY 
CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING 
FOR PUBLICATION IN THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER; AND 
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Any person, firm or corporation who violates, disobeys, omits, 
neglects or refuses to comply with or who resists the enforcement of 
any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be fined not more than 
Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00) for each offense. Each day that a 
violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a separate offense.

This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its pas-
sage and publication as required by law, and it is so ordained.

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS 16TH  DAY OF JUNE

(s) Sandy Roberts 
Mayor

Attest:  
(s) Jamee Long 
Town Secretary

City of Annetta South, Texas

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS BEFORE THE PLANNING AND 
ZONNING COMMISSION AND THE CITY COUNCIL

Notice is hereby given that Planning and Zoning Commission of the 
City of Annetta South, Texas will hold a public hearing at a meeting 
that begins at 6:00 PM on Tuesday, July 12, 2022 at New Faith 
Baptist Church, 3303 W. FM 5, Aledo, Texas 76008.

Further notice is hereby given that, a second public hearing is sched-
uled where the request and the recommendation of the Annetta South 
Planning and Zoning Commission will be considered by the City 
of Annetta South Council at a meeting that begins at 7:00 PM on 
Tuesday, July 12 2022 at New Faith Baptist Church, 3303 W. FM 5, 
Aledo, Texas 76008.

At such time and place, the Council will hear and take action on an 
amendment to the Zoning Ordinance No. 2018-4-10, as amended, 
Zoning Map to rezone property from Agricultural to Single Family-1 
generally described as 7070 Fm Rd 5 South, Aledo, TX 76008, gen-
erally located south of Canyon Lake Estates on the corner of Fm Rd 5 
and Canyon Lake Drive.

Citizens are invited to attend and participate in the public hearings. 
For more information contact cityofannettasouth@gmail.com.

INTERESTED IN SERVING THE CITY OF ALEDO?
The City of Aledo is currently accepting applications for an 
opening for the vacant City Council Place 3 position.  This is 
for an unexpired term and will be valid until the next regular 
Election held in May of 2023. To qualify you must be at least 21 
years of age, shall be a registered voter in the State of Texas, 
shall be a resident of the City of Aledo and shall have resided 
in the corporate limits of the City for at least one year, shall 
not have been convicted of a felony criminal offense or a crime 
involving moral turpitude, and shall not be in violation of any 
other provision of the City Charter. 
Interested persons can apply for this open position by going 
to the City website at www.aledotx.gov and clicking on the link 
on the front page and completing the application and return-
ing back to the City Secretary no later than 5:00 pm on July 1, 
2022 in order to be considered.  For any questions please con-
tact City Secretary Deana McMullen at citysecretary@aledotx.
gov or 817-441-7016 during regular business hours.   

Looking for 
the Top Dog?

Parker County’s only locally-owned newspaper

It’s a local call •click • e-mail!
817-441-7661 • www.community-news.com
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Don’t forget your four-legged 
family member when you travel!

• Boarding 

• Grooming 

• Heated & 
Cooled 

• Indoor & 
Outdoor Runs

• 24-Hour 
Attendant 

Ring Leaders Kennel
Aledo 817-441-8071

Newly-Upgraded boarding facilities

Detail-Oriented Cleaning Service
682-258-9261

Sparkle* *

*

*

Jim Martin - REALTOR®

5189 E. I-20 Service Rd N 
Suite 106
Willow Park, TX 76087
Office:  817.441.2255
Cell:  817.538.6846
Jim@MartinLandSales.com

RailheadRealty.com TX BROKER®

103 W. Church • 817-596-8758 • 817-594-2612

Propane Sales 
and Service

On the Square  
in Weatherford 

YEARSYEARS
OF PROPANE

1958-2019

ASSIST Camp

AHS soccer coach Derek Vierling leads the ASSIST camp. Sophomore goalkeeper Muaax ChoudhryWill Schmidt

Freshman Robbie Sloan works with freshman defender Peyton 
Shaffer.

Seniors Jackson Tucker (left) and Alan Karisk

Aledo Summer Soccer Intensive Strength Training (ASSIST) camp is under way and will continue through Aug. 4.
PHOTOS BY NOLAN RUTH

Moritz Chevrolet · Chrysler · Jeep 
Loop 820 & Hwy 580 (Camp Bowie West) · 817-696-2000

Moritz Kia · 8501 I-30 · 817-560-6000

SuperSuper

Photo by  Kirstin Gallon

School BoardSchool Board

We are 
proud 

of great 
seasons 
from the 

Ladycats and 
Bearcats!

for the memories!for the memories!
ThanksThanks

Photo by  Jackie Hayslip


