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Dance Camp

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Zibby Washington (left) and Merritt Montague joined hands with instructors and learned about 
movement at the Aledo Dance Camp on Monday, June 13. More camp photos can be found on page 9.

Galloway honors Eierdam at Hall of Fame induction
By Nolan Ruth
The Community News

After two long years, the Texas 
Sports Hall of Fame-Media class 
of 2020 was finally honored at a 
special ceremony in Waco. The 
inductees included legendary names 
Bill Mercer, Eric Nadel, Brad Sham, 
and Aledo resident Randy Galloway.

“It was a great honor for me,” 
Galloway said. “Definitely the great-
est professional honor that you 
can receive. I spent 50 years as a 
sportswriter, only in Texas, 33 at the 
Dallas Morning News, 16 years at 
the Star-Telegram.”

The night went as planned, with 
the inductees receiving their rings 
and giving their speeches. Nothing 
particularly out of the ordinary hap-
pened, but Galloway did something 
that meant a lot to himself and the 
Aledo community.

“My role in my short speech was 
just to say thank you to everybody,” 
Galloway recalled. “That’s what I 
tried to convey, thankfulness and 
appreciation for including me. But 

one thing I wanted to do was what 
I did at the end of my speech. I held 
up the ring that they give you, and I 
said ‘This is dedicated to my moth-
er,’ who was a newspaper woman for 
60 years, ‘and to Tony.’”

Tony Eierdam spent many years 
at The Community News covering 
almost anything to do with Aledo, 
particularly sports. He and Galloway 
became friends, and after his death 
Galloway still reveres Tony.

“All my life I was in this busi-
ness,” Galloway said, “I’ve known 
a thousand or more sportswriters 
across the United States and across 
Canada. But I’ve never met a sports-
writer who loved his job more than 
Tony.”

In one particular memory, 
Galloway summed up the man 
Tony was and what he meant to the 
community.

“My oldest granddaughter was 
playing on the golf team,” Galloway 
remembered. “They went to state 
four straight years. The state 
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A full contingent of family and friends from Aledo accompanied Randy Galloway (back center) to his induction in 
the Texas Sports Hall of Fame on May 21 in Waco.

PARKER COUNTY

Peach Festival 
ticket sales 
underway

The 37th annual Parker County 
Peach Festival is shaping up with a 
bounty of Parker County peaches and 
numerous vendors.

This year’s event area has expand-
ed by 25 percent and and will feature 
more than 200 arts and crafts, food, 
and activity vendors.

Visitors can get their fill of home-
made peach ice cream, peach cobbler, 
peach pie, peach tea, peach smoothies, 
ice cream topped with fresh peaches or 
just plain peaches.

Two entertainment stages will also 
be featured with local talent, and local 
stores and shops in the area have spe-
cials throughout the day.

Free air-conditioned shuttles will 
be available to and from the festival at 
the Weatherford Ninth Grade Center, 
Weatherford College, or Heritage Park. 

The cost to attend is $10 for adults, 
$5 for ages 5-12, or free for those 
younger than five.

To purchase tickets, or for more 
information, visit www.peachfesti-
valtx.com.

POLITICS

Recounts verify 
county results
By Randy Keck
The Community News

Two hand recounts last week 
affirmed totals reported by the Parker 
County Elections Office in two different 
races from the March 24 Republican 
Party primary runoff election.

In the race for Parker County 
Commissioner Pct. 4, Mike Hale came 
out the winner over Eric Contreras by 
just a handful of votes in both county 
machine tallies and hand recount.

Likewise, in the race for State Rep. 
Dist. 60, the recount affirmed Mike Olcott’s 
margin over Glenn Rogers in the county, 
but Rogers still led the overall district race.

A recount in Stephens County 
upheld Rogers’ win there, but there 
is still one recount left in Palo Pinto 
County, where Rogers’ margin over 
Olcott was the largest.

Parker County Republican Chair 
Scott Utley said the Dist. 60 recount 
was done under the auspices of the 
Republican Party of Texas, with the 
county party and local officials provid-
ing personnel and logistics.

Utley expressed appreciation to the 
state party and all the people who 
helped in the recounts.

Rogers was complimentary to Utley, 
Parker County Elections Administrator 
Cricket Miller, and the volunteers who 
took part in the recount.

“The Republican Party of Texas 
and Parker County Elections 
Administration has officially certi-
fied the recount results of the May 24 
Primary Runoff to be a 100% match 
to the results that were reported on 
election night,” Rogers said. “For the 
second time, the recount process has 
validated the election night results, and 
showcased that Texas’ elections are fair, 
free, and secure.”
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Atex Trash Service is a locally 
owned, family owned business 
that prides itself on excellent ser-
vice for an affordable price. After 
11 years in business, Atex Trash 
Service is building an outstand-
ing reputation as a company that 
is truly here to build something 
simply by helping others, and it 
is that hometown business model 
philosophy that has quickly made 
them one of the fastest growing 
businesses in the community.

“We work hard to take good 
care of our customers and we 
are committed to building our 
business with sound principles 
and ethics in mind,” said Tim 
Green, one of the owners. “We 
strive to be a helpful and positive 
influence in the community, to be 
fair and honest in our business 
practices and to always make our 
decisions based on what is in the 
best interest of our customers, 
our employees and the commu-
nity while maintaining a healthy 
company.”

Many of us are cutting back, 
and being careful about what we 
spend in this economy. We want 
to save money on household 
necessities, but when it comes 
to services around our home, we 
don’t want to sacrifice our peace 
of mind to save a few dollars. We 
want our service providers to be 
honest and dependable, worthy 
of our trust.

Billy Green is that kind of 
man, and he raised his son, Tim, 
to treat others with respect. He 
encouraged and developed Tim’s 
heart of service. Watching his 
father, Tim had an example of 
great moral character and strong 
work ethic. Together they are a 
glowing example of honesty, reli-
ability and self-sacrifice. When 
you have the opportunity to visit 
with them, you instantly feel at 
ease. Their positive attitudes are 
contagious, and you will leave 
with a smile.

Together, Billy and Tim start-
ed Atex Trash Service as a way for 
them to serve their community 
- their neighbors. Being able to 
make a living serving others is a 
dream come true for Tim. Atex 
Trash Service has been helping 
area residents save money on 
their residential trash pick-up 
since July 2010. Tim and Billy 
Green are the dynamic duo of 
father and son teams, proving 
that you can provide Superior 
Quality Service at the Lowest 
Price.

Atex provides weekly trash 
pick-up for a flat rate of $35 a 
month for their standard service. 
“We realize however, not every 
family’s needs are the same,” said 
Tim, “We are able to customize 
plans for smaller and for larg-
er families.” They serve Parker, 
Tarrant, and Wise County areas 

outside of Azle, Springtown, 
Weatherford, Poolville and 
Aledo, and the area continues to 
grow! Just call and see if they can 
help you. Since they are a local, 
family-owned company, you 
know who will answer the phone 
when you call. Tim and Billy 
are available Monday through 
Friday from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. and 
later if you need them. Just call 
817-344-8464.

You can also contact Atex 
through their website 24 hours a 
day at www.atextrash.com. It’s an 
easy-to-navigate website where 
you can contact Tim, sign up for 
new service, and even securely 
pay your bill online. You can also 
see what others have to say on 
their Testimonial Page or look 
them up on Facebook.

Operating this business 
means the whole family can work 
together! Tim’s sons Laken and 
Gaige have grown up, and they’re 
now the third generation with 
Atex helping to take care of the 
community.

“I’m happiest when I am 
doing for others,” said Tim, “and 
to be able to build something 
positive with my family, well, I 
simply couldn’t ask for anything 
more.”

Give Atex a call and see how 
they can help you. You’ll be glad 
you did!

Call on Atex Trash Service

https://www.community-news.com/in-around-parker-county/
https://crossingaledo.com
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As a part of the Aledo ISD’s new 
character education program - the 
Positivity Project or P2 - the dis-
trict has launched Aledo Bearcats of 
Character that recognizes the good 
character on display by students 
across the district. In May, Aledo 
ISD Trustees recognized Bearcats 
of Character with Fairness! P2 says 
that someone displaying  fairness 
believes that all people have value. 
These students approach situations 
with an unbiased mindset and treat 
everyone with respect!

Aledo High School: Noah Medley, 
10th grade
This is Noah’s first year in Aledo 
schools. Noah has shown tremen-
dous tenacity and strength through-
out the year. He has developed 
strong relationships not only with 
other students but also with many 
faculty members. Noah came on 
his own to our Parenting University 
session back in March and spoke to 
other students and families about 
the challenges that teens face and 
his motivation to be a change agent 
for other students and his future 
children. Noah is an incredible asset 
to Aledo High School and the Aledo 
community.

Aledo Learning Center: Kira 
Smith, 10th grade
Kira is always fair with her fellow 
students. She finds value in all of 
the work she puts forth in class and 
treats every person in the building 
with the same amount of respect.

Daniel Ninth Grade: Ella Ward, 
9th grade
Ella does a great job with standing 
up for those that may be getting 
treated unfairly in her class, whether 
that be the group project work load 
or just overhearing a conversation. 

Ella is a positive role model and 
does what is needed to ensure that 
everyone is treated with the respect 
that they deserve. 

Aledo Middle School: Natalie 
Hutson, 8th grade 
Natalie is an excellent student. She 
has shown leadership in academics 
and extracurricular activities. She 
has high expectations for herself 
and models good character for all 
students at AMS. Her nominating 
teacher stated that she is empathet-
ic, trustworthy, and treats all stu-
dents equally with fairness and com-
passion. She is truly a difference 
maker at AMS and we look forward 
to seeing the amazing things she 
accomplishes in the years to come! 

McAnally Intermediate School: 
Landry Kasper, 6th grade
From one of his teachers: Landry 
is always willing to be a friend and 
work with any student in class. 
He volunteers to work with stu-
dents that are struggling and gives 
everyone a fresh start each day. He 
ensures that everyone feels like a 
welcome member of our classroom 
community. 

From another of Landry’s teachers: 
Landry gives all classmates his full 
attention when they are presenting 
in class or answering a question, 

showing that he respects what 
everyone has to say. Landry treats 
everyone equally and shows respect 
to all students and staff.      

Annetta Elementary School: Avery 
Doss, 3rd grade
Avery’s classroom teacher said, 
“Avery does her best every day to 
exemplify fairness. She treats her 
classmates kindly and goes out of 
her way to help others, no matter 
the circumstance.”

Coder Elementary School: 

Charlotte Kent, 2nd grade
From her teacher: “Charlotte is an 
absolute joy to have in class. She 
is the perfect example of a student 
who is genuine and fair. Charlotte 
believes in always doing the right 
thing and is always putting the feel-
ings of others before her own. She is 
thoughtful, caring, and inclusive of 
others. Charlotte brings such a posi-
tive attitude to the classroom and is 
very deserving of this award. It is an 
honor to know and love her.  

McCall Elementary School: Talin 
Kendrick, 5th  grade
Talin has a true heart for the under-
dog.  When we have competitions 
in class, he always advocates for 
others, wanting everyone to feel 
successful. And if he feels an injus-
tice has been served, he speaks up 
respectfully for that child. McCall 
Elementary is honored to have Talin 
represent them for Fairness as a 
Bearcat of Character!

Stuard Elementary School: Luke 
Tarrant, 5th grade
Luke’s peers say: “Luke always lets 
people join his group. He is kind to 
everyone around him. He will say 
something if somebody is being 
treated unfairly. He tries to figure 
out arguments and solve the prob-
lem so everyone is happy.” 

Mrs. Crimmings, Luke’s homeroom 
teacher said: “Luke has a charisma 
about him. He makes people feel 
like they are his best friend...that’s 
why he has so many! He is a prob-
lem solver but he wants people’s 
opinions to be heard and valued. I 
have never heard him question fair-
ness-he takes what he is given and 
makes the best of it. He is going to 
do big things!” 

Vandagriff Elementary School: 
Maylin Renshaw, 2nd grade
Maylin always treats everyone with 
equal respect. She is careful to take 
turns and share with others. Her 
heart is good and kind. She cares 
deeply for her peers and wishes the 
best for everyone around her. She is 
inclusive and fair with all students 

who surround 
her. 

Walsh 
Elementary 
School: 
Ansley Killian, 
Kindergarten
Ansley embodies 
fairness in all 
that she does. 
She treats every-
one with respect 
and kindness. 
Ansley is often 

able to help her peers through situa-
tions in that she is able identify how 
it might feel to be in someone else’s 
shoes. She has unbiased opinions 
and truly wants to see the good in 
all.

“Courage. Kindness. 
Friendship. Character. These 
are the qualities that define us 
as human beings, and propel 
us, on occasion, to greatness.”

― R.J. Palacio, Wonder

Pastor, Clark Bosher(817) 835-5000
www.ftwccu.org

Open to those who live, work, or 
attend school in Tarrant, Denton, 

Parker, and Johnson Counties.

Visit us today at
1911 S. Main St. 

Weatherford’s #1 Family Credit Union 

Noah Medley Kira Smith

Ella Ward Natalie Hutson

Landry Kasper Avery Doss

Charlotte Kent Talin Kendrick

Luke Tarrant Maylin Renshaw

Ansley Killian

Bearcats of Character named for May WEATHERFORD 
COLLEGE

Newest 
bachelor’s 
degree to 
promote 
health science 
management 
skills  
By Crystal Woerly
Weatherford College

Weatherford College’s third 
bachelor’s degree program begins 
this fall and is ideal for those 
in the health science fields to 
advance their careers.  

The Bachelor of Applied 
Technology in Medical and 
Health Services Management 
degree builds on the success of 
WC’s health and human science 
programs, said Mike Endy, vice 
president of instruction and stu-
dent services.  

“WC health science graduates 
have been highly sought after,” 
he said. “While our graduates 
frequently  excel in their respec-
tive fields, the lack of a four-year 
degree has meant that some 
have been denied advancement 
opportunities. Those successful 
professionals can further their 
careers while staying close to 
home through the BAT MHSM.”  

Dr. Stephen Duarte will serve 
as program director. He comes 
to WC from California State 
University-Northridge, where 
he was responsible for  a similar 
program.  

Courses in the BAT MHSM 
will be offered in a hybrid online/
in-person format to optimize 
time in the classroom while tak-
ing advantage of the workplace 
experience of the student.  

“While a good deal of the 
coursework is online, hybrid 
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Wrestling for a legacy
Cole Bohnen planted 
program in Aledo  
before graduating
By Nolan Ruth
The Community News

Though it is over, it is not too 
late to reflect on the events of the 
2021-22 school year. Of the many 
notable things that took place, one 
stands out as being the culmination 
of dedication, determination, and a 
lot of planning. 

It is almost hard to believe it was 
all accomplished by just one person.

Recent Aledo High School grad-
uate Cole Bohnen grew up in a 
wrestling family. His grandfather 
wrestled, his father Shane wres-
tled, and his older brother Connor 
wrestled. So when Cole was a fresh-
man at Aledo, the announcement of 
Aledo starting a wrestling program 
excited him.

“When we moved to Texas it 
wasn’t as common,” Bohnen said in 
an interview. “When we moved to 
Aledo I had been doing football and 
soccer, but I had realized that those 
weren’t my thing. So, I preoccupied 
my time with jiu-jitsu, which was 
basically as close as you can get.”

A flier on the wall got his atten-
tion one day and he thought he had 
his chance.

“I thought I was going to get 
a solid three years of wrestling,” 
Bohnen recalled. “I thought it was 
going to be awesome, I could train, 
I could go to state, you know I was 
just super excited.”

Unfortunately, for Bohnen, the 
plan fell through and it seemed 
the wrestling program would not 
happen.

“We have to be really careful 
about how we spend our money,” 
Athletic Director Steve Wood said. 
“We have to be sure that we can 

support it and do all the research 
that goes into it, so it’s not easy just 
to add something that you haven’t 
had. You don’t just go out there and 
say ‘We’ll do that,’ because there’s a 
lot of factors that are involved in it.”

Though things seemed bleak, 
Bohnen was not about to let his 
high school dream slip away so 
easily. He went to the principal at 
the time, Dan Peterson. However, 
Peterson was about to retire, mean-
ing Bohnen would have to wait until 
the next year when Angi Tims took 
over.

Tims arranged for Bohnen to 
speak in front of the school board 
and plead his case to try and get 
wrestling started at Aledo. The 

board heard him out and added the 
creation of a wrestling program to 
the budget.

“As soon as he went in front of 
the board he had such a compelling 
story and case,” Wood recalled. “He’s 
a really highly motivated young 
man, really good student, and just 
a leader. Once he did that and we 
met with the superintendent, and 
she met with the school board and it 
was a no-brainer. We were moving 
forward. Then you go into, ok, we 
need to do some research and I need 
to find all these costs and get the 
budget presented about how much 
we were going to spend.”

The board approved the budget 
the same night Bohnen gave his 

presentation. However, it was only 
one step completed. His next step 
was to build support.

“I probably annoyed some peo-
ple,” Bohnen said. “It was the only 
thing I talked about in the spring 
of 2021. I was trying to get as many 
people as possible to at least verbally 
agree to give wrestling a try. Or just 
to get them excited and get more 
people talking about it.”

Bohnen’s tactics worked, but 
there was still a problem. There was 
not a coach. Bohnen met with Wood 
and figured out the logistics as well 
as what they needed to find in terms 
of a coach.

“Above wrestling knowledge,” 
Wood spoke about his coaching 

expectations. “We want to hire 
somebody that’s going to come in 
here and care for our kids and make 
our kids feel worthy, whether they 
are the star or a backup. The rest of 
it will take care of itself,”

Wood hired Austin Stockon, a 
former Aledo football player who 
had been the assistant wrestling 
coach at Weatherford at the time. 
Not long after Stockon got the job, 
Texas Elite Wrestling Club put on 
a camp at the Aledo Community 
Center while their facility halfway 
between Aledo and Azle was being 
built.

“I had heard his name from 
Coach [Wood] whenever he was 
starting the program,” Stockon 
recalled meeting Bohnen. “I actually 
went and watched the video of the 
school board meeting just to see him 
for myself.”

Stockon and Bohnen skipped the 
formalities and got right down to 
business.

“He walked up to me and 
introduced himself,” Bohnen 
remembered. “Then immediately he 
was talking to me about his vision 
for the program, what he wanted to 
do for practice this year, he started 
talking to me about moves and what 
was going on in the wrestling world 
at the time.”

Stockon was impressed with 
Bohnen from the start.

“I knew from there that he 
was super well-driven,” Stockon 
exclaimed. “He had already stood 
out. Just in how he carried himself, 
work ethic, all of it.”

The two got to work, and in 
December, with a full squad of wres-
tlers, the Aledo wrestling team took 
to the mats at Colleyville Heritage 
for what Stockon considers the turn-
ing point of the season.

RANDY CUTSHALL

Cole Bohnen grapples with an opponent at the Aledo Wrestling Meet.

Turn to BOHNEN, page 5
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“That was a tough tournament,” 
Stockon recalled. “Conditions were 
awful because the air-conditioning 
had failed. Cole ended up losing his 
third match there and I just told 
him that it wasn’t over and we had 
to battle back. He was able to battle 
back and place third in the tourna-
ment. Then, with the girls, Texas 
[Ray] placed third. That was the 
vindication that we were building 
something good.”

Bohnen and Wood both remem-
ber senior night as the vindication 
for what had been started, and what 
was yet to come.

“The biggest time that it hit me,” 
Bohnen reminisced. “The final time 
that I realized this was something 
that I had built and I helped cre-
ate was at Senior Night. I was in 
the zone, I was intent on doing 

something cool to end the season. 
And we all just showed out.”

“It was very moving for me,” Wood 
recalled the same bout. “It was very 
exciting. Most of our coaches were 
there. Our kids in the stands were 
excited. It was a neat experience. I 
would advise anybody to come up 
here and watch our meet if we host 
one next year, because I think they’ll 
get their money’s worth.”

Bohnen wrestled all the way to 
the regional tournament in El Paso 
before his season came to an end. 
However, with Ansel Din-Mbuh’s 
qualification to the state tourna-
ment in Cypress, Bohnen got to see 
his hard work and dedication pay 
off.

“I told him from the start,” 
Stockon recalled. “I told him if we 
send someone to state that he’s 
coming with us. Much like Bryon 
Wheeler, who helped Ansel train the 
entire way, Cole’s deal was to help 
the team in any way. He wanted to 

see something positive for the team 
and he deserved to be there.”

Bohnen will attend Notre Dame 
to study management consult-
ing. Though he won’t be wrestling 
anymore, his name will forever be 
synonymous with Aledo wrestling 
- a program that exists because of 
him.

“He is amazing,” Bohnen’s moth-
er Robin said. “Obviously I am 
biased because he is my child, but 
honestly the drive that he has and 
just to see it since he’s been at Aledo, 
it has been amazing. This is not it 
for Cole. This is Cole’s beginning.”

“I couldn’t be any more happy 
with where our wrestling program 
was the first year,” Wood said. “We’ve 
got a bunch of people that really love 
wrestling in this community. There’s 
a new facility built up on the border 
of Azle and Aledo. We have a bunch 
of young kids that are here. Our best 
is yet to come, I will say that. It will 
be top level. It will be as good as 
anybody’s. I predict that.”

BOHNEN
from page four

NOLAN RUTH/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Cole Bohnen, center, is shown with Aledo High School wrestling coach 
Austin Stockon, left, and AHS wrestler Ansel Din-Mbuh at the state  
wrestling tournament.

tournament was held at the 
University of Texas Golf Club, 
out by Lake Travis. 
Just an outstanding 
club, and it was so 
hot. It was a two-
day tournament 
and just blistering 
hot both days.”

“Here’s Tony,” 
Galloway contin-
ued. “He could have 
sat up in the club-
house drinking coke 
and eating cheeseburgers 
waiting for the scores to come 
in. That’s how they cover 
major golf tournaments. But 
here’s Tony out on the course. 
And each year it was the 
same way. I went by him once 
and asked ‘Tony are you ok?’ 
and he said ‘Yeah, I’m fine.’ 
But he’s huffing and puffing 
going up these hills. He just 
wouldn’t back off. He wanted 
to be there in the middle of 

the action, and this is girls 
golf. But he loved those girls 
and he followed each and 
every one of them.”

Tony did not get 
to see Galloway’s 
induction, nor did 
Galloway get to cel-
ebrate Tony’s life 
the way he want-
ed. However, the 
last two words of 
Galloway’s Hall 
of Fame speech 
ensures that Tony’s 
memory is forever 
enshrined.

“We never got to say a 
proper goodbye,” Galloway 
shared. “As sad as it was, we 
couldn’t have the community 
come together for every-
thing he had done for Aledo 
schools and Aledo athletics. 
That never happened. You 
couldn’t help it, but it was 
almost an injustice. So I just 
wanted to get a mention in 
my speech of Tony.”

HOF
from page one

Tony Eierdam

courses offer students opportunities 
for real-time exchanges that would 
otherwise be impossible for those par-
ticipating at a distance,” Endy said.  

Graduates of the program will be 
prepared for a variety of health science 
managerial positions including medical 
practice manager, practice administra-
tor, and patient coordinator.  

The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 
projects the medical and health services 
management field to grow 32 percent 
between 2019-2029, and a recent review 
found 169 current openings across the 
state of Texas appropriate to those with 
a BAT MHSM.  

Students in Weatherford College’s 
new bachelor’s program will not only 
advance their education and career 
possibilities, but they will do so at a 
community college price. Graduates will 
also be eligible to apply for acceptance 
in master’s degree programs in health 
care administration.  

“Our new baccalaureate degree in 
medical and health services manage-
ment will allow students from all walks 

of allied health professions to assume 
leadership positions in their field,” said 
WC President Tod Allen Farmer. “This 
comes at a time when Baby Boomers are 
requiring more medical attention than 
ever before, and our hospitals, clinics 
and health care providers are clamoring 

for skilled labor. This degree will better 
serve our students, our employers  and 
our community members.”  

Learn more about the program 
including application requirements at 
wc.edu/programs/all-programs/bat_
mhsm/index.php.

DEGREE
from page three
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Anti-gun violence protests were held 
in multiple cities across the state over the 
weekend, while the state has imposed addi-
tional measures designed to strengthen 
school security.

Texas State University’s Advanced Law 
Enforcement Rapid Response Training 
(ALERRT)  program  will be provided to all 
Texas school districts. The course is “designed 
to improve integration between law enforce-
ment, fire, tele-communicator and emergency 
medical services in active attack/shooter 
events,” according to its website.

Gov. Greg Abbott also requested 
ALERRT to provide an after-the fact debrief 
of the school shooting at Robb Elementary 
in Uvalde once the ongoing investigation is 
complete.

“We sadly recognize we cannot do any-
thing to bring back the precious lives that 
were taken; however, we must do every-
thing in our power to prevent the same 
tragic ending from happening again,” reads 
the governor’s letter. 

In addition, the Texas Education Agency 
has been directed to create the position of 
Chief of School Safety and Security. The 
chief will be a “recognized expert on school 
security and public safety issues, an effective 
coordinator of multidisciplinary  teams, a 
resource to school districts and the leg-
islature, and effective at implementing 
programs,” according to a TEA news release.

Police chief explains delay in 
confronting shooter

The Uvalde schools police chief explained 
the delay in confronting the gunman who 
killed 19 children and two teachers by 
saying he couldn’t obtain a key to locked 
classroom door. 

“The only thing that was important to 
me at this time was to save as many teachers 
and children as possible,” Pete Arredondo 
said in a  Texas Tribune  report. He said he 
tried dozens of keys that failed to work.

“Each time I tried a key I was just pray-
ing,” Arredondo said.  It took 77 minutes 
after the May 24 massacre began for officers 
to unlock the door and kill the gunman. 
Besides the Department of Public Safety, 
Arredondo is the only other law enforce-
ment official to give a public account of the 
police response to the shooting.

In addition to the state probe, the 
U.S. Department of Justice has launched a 
review of the police response.

First monkeypox case  
in Texas confirmed

A single case of monkeypox virus infec-
tion was confirmed in a Dallas County 
resident who had recently traveled inter-
nationally, the Texas Department of State 
Health Services has announced. 

“Monkeypox is transmitted to humans 
through close contact with an infected person 
or animal. It can also be transmitted from 
person to person by inhaling large respiratory 

droplets or through close contact with body 
fluids and lesions, as well as bedding and 
other contaminated materials. Those infect-
ed may experience fever, rash and swollen 
lymph nodes, as well as more serious compli-
cations,” the DSHS release said.

The patient is in quarantine at home. 
DSHS said the virus does not currently 
present risks to the general public, though 
it is reaching out to passengers who might 
have been exposed to the patient on a flight 
from Mexico to Dallas.

A drier and warmer May  
for much of state

May brought some rain but not as 
much as hoped, according to Dr. Mark 
Wentzel, hydrologist for the  Texas Water 
Development Board.

“This May’s modest rainfall and high 
temperatures combined to provide only 
small improvements in drought conditions 
across our state,” Wentzel wrote. “Every lit-
tle bit counts, but that little bit of recovery 
is disappointing considering that May has 
historically been the wettest month of the 
year for Texas.”

Drought conditions covered 78% of the 
state by the end of May.

Electricity demands  
breaking records

As temperatures soared across the state 
during the first days of June, demand for 
electricity set daily and monthly records, 
according to numbers released last Friday by 
the Electric Reliability Council of Texas and 
reported in the San Antonio Express-News.

Triple-digit temperatures were reported 
across the state over the weekend — several 
days before the official first day of summer.

ERCOT asked power generators to defer 
maintenance over the weekend to ensure 
adequate generating power.

“ERCOT will continue to deploy all avail-
able tools to manage the grid reliably and 
coordinate closely with the Public Utility 
Commission, generation resource owners 
and transmission utilities to ensure they are 
also prepared for the warm weather across 
the state,” Christy Penders with ERCOT said.

Agency releases latest COVID-
19 workers’ comp claim tally

The number of workers compensation 
claims related to COVID-19 claims reached 
83,000 in May, with 448 fatalities reported 
to the  Division of Workers’ Compensation. 
Just more than half of these claims and 
fatalities involved first responders and cor-
rectional officers.

Most of the claims paid were to compen-
sate people for lost wages.

COVID-19 cases unchanged  
in last week

The number of new COVID-19 cases 
reported in Texas during the past week 
stayed essentially unchanged, with 47,582 
reported by the  Coronavirus Resource 
Center at Johns Hopkins University. A total 
of 77 deaths were recorded. DSHS reported 
1,488 lab-confirmed COVID-19 hospitaliza-
tions, up 27% from the previous week.
Gary Borders is a veteran award-winning 
Texas journalist. He published a number of 
community newspapers in Texas during a 
30-year span, including in Longview, Fort 
Stockton, Nacogdoches and Cedar Park.

Capital Highlights

Anti-gun violence protests and 
more school safety measures

Gary Borders
gborders@texaspress.com

Your Views
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Thank You So Much!
Friday, June 3, was not 

a typical morning. About to 
close the garage door, I noticed 
a movement, a snake slither-
ing on the concrete. I startled 
it while taking its photo, and 
it bolted amidst boxes. After 
reviewing the photo, I couldn’t 
tell if the 3-to-4-foot snake 
was venomous.

So, whom did I call? 
Years ago, the Willow Park 
Fire Department assisted in 
removing a snake from the 
garage. But this time after I 
got their voicemail, I called 
the Parker County Sheriff ’s 
Office non-urgent number. 
I explained the situation 
with the snake--not know-
ing whether it was venomous 
and could they please send 
someone to remove it;  the 
dispatcher got the wheels in 
motion. It was Willow Park 
Police Department (Corporal 
Wolfe) who appeared on 
my driveway with Animal 
Services (Officer Rich) a few 
minutes later.

Because he could not eas-
ily identify the snake in the 

photo, Officer Rich made sure 
that Corporal Wolfe and I 
stood a distance away while he 
shined his flashlight and care-
fully removed and inspected 
the items from the area where 
it had disappeared. When he 
located the snake in a tight 
crevice, Officer Rich was 
persistent as the snake was 

difficult to capture once it was 
on the move.

After concerted efforts, 
Officer Rich captured the 
snake and safely placed it 
into a bag using snake catcher 
tongs, while Corporal Wolfe 
continued to shine the flash-
light.  Although Officer  Rich 
was unable to identify the 
snake at the time, he felt the 
snake was not venomous. 

The teamwork of pre-
cautionary and cautionary 
effort(s) in the removal of the 
snake was enlightening to 
watch. Afterwards, Corporal 
Wolfe and Officer Rich even 
offered to help place back the 
items that had been removed. 
I am truly and deeply grate-
ful to the Parker County 
Dispatcher, Corporal Wolfe, 
and Officer Rich. Thank you 
so much for your kindness 
and care, for all of your help, 
and for all you do to help 
maintain a safe environment! 

- Frances Horch 
Willow Park

Turn to LETTERS, page 7

This column continues the 
discussion of the current food 
crises in some households. It 
may also help those who are 
not as stressed financially as 
others.

Recent news reports 
feature interviews with indi-
viduals who say that with rent, 

gasoline, and other expens-
es going up, many are going 
without food or drastically 
reducing their food budgets.

I think the way to find 
a new approach to food and 
food budgeting begins with 
mindfulness and purposeful-
ness. That means we have to 
think about food and its costs 
and make sure we approach 
food with a purpose, which 
is feeding ourselves and our 
families.

The Center of Hope in 
Weatherford and the Tarrant 
Area Food Bank offer classes 
on budgeting and how to pre-
pare foods more economically. 

Some of these are available 
online.

The first thing to do is to 
develop a meal plan for a peri-
od of time — a week is a good 
place to start.

Make a list before going 
to the store and stick to it. 
Some suggest not to go to 
the store if you are hungry 
as that may cause you to buy 
more. Buy store brands and 
look for sales. Some folks get 
really educated and save a lot 
of money with coupons. Buy 
cheaper, maybe tougher cuts 
of meat. Investment in an 
electric pressure cooker will 

Ways to stretch your food budget
Thistles & Roses

Richard Henderson
richard@rahenderson.com

Turn to ROSES, page 7
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The election was clean
Last year, our Texas Legislature 

answered the call to pass an 
Election Integrity bill. They made 
it harder to cheat and easier to 
vote. With the 2022 Primary 
season, Texas showed the nation 
what secure elections look like. 
Yet our local elections were ques-
tioned… by outsiders.

After the Republican Primary 
Runoff, some candidates request-
ed a recount. Recounts are fine, 
they typically just prove what was 
already known. What is wrong, 
however, is the assault on local 
election officials.

Just as the third-parties like 
Defend Texas Liberty PAC did 
during the campaigns, third-par-
ties are spewing lies about the 
election process. It is deeply 
troublesome to see non-resident 
political agents, like Dr. Laura 
Pressley, coming to our commu-
nity to stir up anger, to blame 
our officials for wrongdoing, and 
to make completely unsubstan-
tiated claims of fraud. These 
political operatives wish to 
squash the truth. They are Austin 
swamp-creatures that undermine 
local control by denying facts and 
weaving a false narrative. They 
want to drain us of our local 
power and they want to transfer 
the power to the swamp.

We have always had faith 
in our election workers here in 
Parker County. We must reject 
the political minions who come 
here seeking to plant seeds of dis-
trust in our local government. Our 
local leaders are our neighbors 
and friends, not our enemies. Our 
community leaders deserve our 
respect and our thanks for run-
ning such a smooth election.

Know this: Your vote was 
counted. Your opinion mattered. 
Your voice was heard.

-Hunter Reynolds 
Willow Park

LETTERS
from page six

help tenderize theses cuts. Buy in 
bulk as items are usually cheaper.

Invest in some food storage con-
tainers to put away leftovers. And be 
MINDFUL. Don’t forget about the 
leftovers and throw them out two 
months later covered with mold! 
Those leftovers have a purpose. 
Many studies say that we Americans 
waste 40 percent of the total food 
supply annually. Tons wind up in the 
landfills. You can change this in your 
household if you are mindful and 
purposeful about food.

Keep a supply of dried beans and 
rice on hand. Much of the world 
feeds itself with some form of rice 
and beans. It is called a perfect food 
because it has a balance of protein, 
carbohydrates, fiber, and minerals.

Feeding the Nations, whose 
mission is to deal with hunger inter-
nationally, in 2017 issued a beans 
and rice challenge in which par-
ticipants were asked to eat at least 

one meal during the day of rice and 
beans. One of my favorite dishes, 
which could be called the national 
dish of Costa Rica, is gallo pinto 
which means spotted rooster. It is 
rice mixed with black beans with a 
bell pepper and onion chopped up 
in the mixture. There are many rec-
ipes online.

You can keep snack size contain-
ers of beans and rice in the fridge all 
the time. When those hungry teen-
agers hit the door looking for junk 
food, simply offer them a snack of 
rice and beans. This is very counter 
to our fast food, junk food culture 
.But they may be surprised at how 
good it tastes.

All of these food budgeting ideas 
may come as a surprise in many 
households, but I think you will find 
you are eating better while saving 
money, I think it is a good idea to sit 
down with the family and explain 
why these changes are being made. 
Invite everyone to come with food 
saving ideas. Emphasize that this is 
a team effort.

You can find other bargains if 
you look. The Clear Fork Market 
inside Tackett’s Pharmacy in 
Hudson Oaks started offering $10 
produce boxes on Saturdays. They 
close early Saturday and Sunday and 
they needed to move produce. It is 
now very popular. The boxes are full 
of a variety of fruits and vegetables 
worth much more than $10. And 
those veggies do not go to waste!

Become a member of a commu-
nity garden. People share the chores 
of gardening and share the harvest.

These are just a few ideas. I am 
an amateur at this game. You can 
seek professional help online, at the 
Center of Hope and the Food Bank. 
Just remember to be mindful and 
purposeful.
Richard Henderson is an attorney 
who lives in east Parker County.

ROSES
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Look at it this way
Lord, help us because we’re not helping ourselves

I’m seeing little children die at 
the hands of a madman — and not 
the first time for such an atrocity — 
and all I can do is grab some of the 
prayers they are loading onto the 
truck with the thoughts they’re also 
sending to Uvalde.

I am a big believer in prayer. I do 
it often. I love conversing with God, 
whether it’s sitting on a park bench 
or on a casual walk.

I’ve also certainly asked for my 
share of miracles, like creating a 
low-carb Pop Tart.

And now I’m asking for per-
haps the miracle to end all miracles. 
Please put an end to mass shoot-
ings. Yes, I know I’m asking a lot, 
especially when we already have the 
power to do this ourselves, but clear-
ly we are not going to.

I remember my dad used to say, 
“The Lord helps those who help 
themselves.” Problem is, we aren’t 
helping ourselves. If anything, we’re 
making the problem worse with 

excuse after excuse, avoiding the 
real problem.

Crazy people with guns are killing 
innocent people — especially kids. 
And each time it happens, we load up 
the thoughts and prayers and send 
them El Paso, Buffalo, Las Vegas, 
Sandy Hook, and now Uvalde, where 
19 children and two teachers were 
murdered because a madman had no 
trouble getting his hands on a gun.

Americans have a right to bear 
arms, just not all Americans, like the 
ones who are killing children, minori-
ties and countless undeserving others. 

Are criminals still going to find a 
way to get guns? Of course. Are car 
thieves still going to steal cars? Sure, 
but we lock them and have alarms 
on them nonetheless.

Why? Because it decreases the 
likelihood of them getting stolen.

There is no perfect solution and 
there likely never will be. However, 
doing nothing is certainly not the 
answer.

There is nothing wrong with 
responsible people owning a gun. 
Key word is responsible. These are 
folks who probably don’t mind get-
ting the proper license, don’t mind 
the training that goes with get-
ting said license, don’t mind going 
through a background and subse-
quent waiting period, are okay with 
locking it away when it’s not in use.

If you have nothing to hide, 
why object to a background check? 
What’s wrong with waiting a week 
or 10 days instead of buying it today, 
especially if that law is going to help 
prevent someone with deadly inten-
tions from also getting it so soon.

Statistics show the vast majori-
ty of Americans want stronger gun 
laws. They want loopholes closed, 
more background checks, more 
safety measures.

No one wants to take away every-
one’s guns. We do, however, want 
every loving parent to be able to 
keep, hug, and kiss their children.

The vast majority and frequency 
of these shootings could be stopped 
— and we all know who has the 
power to stop them. And we have 
the ability to replace those who 
won’t lift a finger to protect our chil-
dren and grandchildren.

But for some reason we don’t do 
that. We dance around solutions, 
being careful not to offend certain 
people by making them think we 
want to step on “their rights.”

What about the rights of the chil-
dren to live?

So, that is why, even though we 
as a society don’t deserve it, I’m 
praying for a favor. I’m asking you, 
God, to save us from ourselves. 

I certainly understand if you 
don’t. After all, why rescue us when, 

in all likelihood, we’ll just find 
another way to try and destroy each 
other? And, yes, I’ll probably come 
back to you then and ask for another 
favor.

I’m a big believer that one of the 
reasons we are on this planet is to 
help each other, to try and make 
each other’s lives a little better with 
our actions. Buying a cup of coffee at 
Starbucks? Leave $20 for the home-
less to come in out of the cold and 
get a warm drink. In line at Dollar 
Tree? Pay for the few items the per-
son has in line behind you.

And, most of all, let’s not kill 
each other.

Like the late Whitney Houston 
sang, I believe our children are our 
future. But first, we have to let them 
have a future, and it starts with 
protecting them from lunatics who 
want to pre-empt their lives.

So, back to my request. 
Throughout history you’ve per-
formed many miracles, is one more 
too much to ask? 

Like I said, it doesn’t look like 
we’re going to fix things.
In a career that has spanned decades, 
Rick Mauch has covered news, sports 
and everything in between. He has 
worked in virtually every aspect of 
media available and can’t wait to try 
even more as technology unleashes 
them.

Rick Mauch

LETTERS POLICY
The Community News wel-
comes letters from readers 
on topics of local interest. 
Letters should be signed and 
should be limited to approx-
imately 300 words. Please 
include a telephone number 
or other contact information 
so the identity of the letter 
writer can be verified. Send 
letters to The Community 
News, P.O. Box 1031, Aledo, 
TX 76008 or e-mail to news@
community-news.com.

Guest Column

Pets teach us how to love — and how to say goodbye

As I patted a furry paw, I strug-
gled for the words “it’ll be all right.”

It’s hard to pronounce words 
when you’ve got a mouth full of 
tears.

Dad and I found ourselves in the 
most predictable of positions the 
other day — not unlike a few other 
million animal lovers I’m afraid. 

Mom’s little cat, Lilly, was drown-
ing in pneumonia — breathing 
heavy and miserable. The medicine 
not working, it was up to us to do 
the “right damn thing” — code for 

taking her to the vet and eventual 
cat heaven. 

Like any overly sensitive animal 
lover — I detest such things — but 
unfortunately, such events have 
always been a part of the Newton 
household. 

I’ll always remember my dad 
walking our beloved collie dog, 
Princess, over the hill one final 
time that fall day so long ago. The 
bounding spring once used to harass 
rabbits had been replace by calculat-
ed steps and painful teetering from 
side to side. This time, Princess 
didn’t come back — only my dad 
with tears forced down his face.

I pledged then and there never 
do anything like that. Ever. 

I never kept that vow. 
Why do people put themselves 

through such things? “We give our 
hearts for a dog (or cat) to tear,” my 
dad always quotes. I mean come on 
— you can’t pick your relatives and 

even some of your friends — but pet 
ownership is a voluntary act.

And you know the day you bring 
that little kitten or puppy home 
— energy and mischief on ‘roids’ — 
that things still aren’t going to end 
well. We all get old. Animals just get 
there a lot quicker. 

Ironically, our cat — a beautiful 
grey and white mix we called Lilly — 
wasn’t even the best cat in our family 
— much less the known world. She 
spent the first couple years of her life 
antagonizing my mom — jumping 
up on food counters and knocking 
precious heirlooms off their perch-
es and into dust pans. To be clear, 
I wasn’t sure my mom didn’t hate 
that cat.

But in time those insane beasts 
begin to melt the heart of even the 
most hardened animal critic. Maybe 
it’s by simple attrition — a forced 
curl up in your lap — a jostle with a 
favorite chew toy. A purr in your ear. 

They work their way into our hearts 
even as we stumble over their food 
bowl or trip on a lounging back-
side on our way out the door each 
morning. 

Maybe it’s the purity of a pet’s 
soul that draws us in. They forgive 
immediately and love us uncondi-
tionally. You’re their whole world. 
And who doesn’t mind feeling a 
little like a God?

I’ll always remember my mom — 
the cat critic — crying in her chair as 
we took Lilly from her that last day. 

I’d been there before. When we 
had to euthanize our beloved lab, 
Holly, a few years ago, the grief 
seemed unbearable. Burying her 
with her favorite toys wrapped in 
her best blanket, I promised never 
to do it again.  

Yup. I think we went a solid 30 
days before my son, Alex, brought 
his new German Shepard puppy 
home.

Guess we’ll never learn. But 
maybe that’s not really the lesson 
here.

Yes, life is, indeed, full of loss. 
But not sharing love for fear of 
being hurt is wrong too. I guess it’s 
about love and growing together — 
until fate forces you apart. And just 
maybe you’re lucky enough to have 
someone by your side, whispering 
good things in your ear as you pass 
on to the next life that awaits.

I guess owning a pet is more 
like a privilege. There’s something 
special about heading over that hill, 
trusting eyes looking up at you on 
that final walk towards forever. 

 It’s the best part of us as human 
beings — maybe the best we’ll ever 
be.

Edwin Newton is a former local news-
paper editor and longtime columnist 
who lives in Parker County with his 
kids, four dogs and three cats.

Edwin Newton
edwinnewton79@yahoo.com

AD DESIGN PAGE LAYOUT
The Community News is looking for a freelance person with skills in Adobe InDesign 
to assist with advertising design and page layout. 

For more information, email rkeck@community-news.com.
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JUNE 21

Safe Sitter Course
Texas AgriLife Extension 
will conduct a Safe Sitter 
course from 8:30 a.m. to 
3 p.m. on Tuesday, June 
21 at the Parker County 
Extension Office, 604 
North Main Street in 
Weatherford.
The cost of the program is 
$50 that will cover materials 
and lunch. Any youth who 
would like to take the class 
can sign up by calling the 
Parker County Extension 
office at 817-598-6168.

JUNE 23

Hiring Fair
The East Parker County 
Chamber of Commerce 
will host a hiring fair from 
3-6:30 p.m. Thursday, June 
23, on the third floor of 
the Weatherford College 
Emerging Technologies 
Building, 225 College Park 
Dr. in Weatherford.
There is no cost for mem-
bers of the East Parker 
County Chamber of 
Commerce. Each registrant 
will receive one rectangular 
table and two chairs.
To register, visit https://east-
parkerchamber.chambermas-
ter.com/eventregistration/
register/17773. For more infor-
mation, call 817-441-7844.

Upper Trinity 
Groundwater 
Conservation District
Upper Trinity GCD’s Public 
Hearing and Regular Board 
meeting are set for 4 p.m. 
on Thursday, June 23, 
at the District office at 
1859 West Highway 199 in 
Springtown or via Zoom 
videoconference. In addi-
tion to their regular board 
meeting there will be:
• Public Hearing regarding 
multiple applications for 

Operating Permit for two 
public water supply systems 
and one commercial water 
system in Parker County.
• Public Hearing regard-
ing multiple Historic Use 
Permit Applications in 
Hood, Montague, Parker, 
and Wise Counties.
For more information about 
UTGCD, including meeting 
dates and well registration 
forms, visit their website at 
www.uppertrinitygcd.com 
or call the District’s office in 
Springtown, 817-523-5200.

JUNE 28

Let’s Cook - for kids
Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension will host a cook-
ing class for kids 5 – 8 
from 9:30 a.m. to noon on 
June 28 and 29. The class-
es are targeting young chil-
dren and will focus on My 
Plate, safety in the kitchen, 
easy healthy foods to pre-
pare and fitness activities.
The cost for the two-day 
class is $30 per person. 
Sign up by calling Parker 
County Extension Office at 
817-598-6168.  

JULY 5

Art Camp
The Weatherford Art 
Association will host Art 
Camp from 10 a.m. to 
noon for four weeks in 
July. The first week will 
run from Tuesday, July 
5 to Friday, July 8. The 
remaining weeks will run 
from Monday-Thursday at 
Central Christian Church 
Cupped Hall, 1602 S. Main 
Street in Weatherford.
Campers will be divided 
into two age groups: grades 
K-2 (ages 5-7) and grades 
3-5 (ages 8-10).
The cost for the camp is 
$60 per student per week 
(t-shirt included).

To register, visit www.
weatherfordart.com and 
look for payments/dona-
tions. For more informa-
tion, call K. Cunning at 817-
694-0245 or Jill Harper at 
817-980-6159.

JULY 6

Peach Walk
The Tarrant Area Food Bank 
West will host a Peach 
Walk from 5:30-7 p.m. on 
Wednesday, July 6, at 112 
Winners Circle in Weatherford.
Participants will journey 
through the new TAFB facil-
ity, sampling peach-themed 
bites while learning how they 
can be a part of alleviating 
hunger in the community.
A single $30 ticket will 
provide 150 meals. Two 
tickets ($50) will provide 
250 meals. To register, visit 
https://tafb.org/events/.

JULY 9

Peach Pedal Bike Ride
Registration is under way 
for the annual Peach Pedal 
Bike Ride on Saturday, 
July 9, at Weatherford High 
School, 2121 Bethel Road in 
Weatherford.
The 61-mile ride starts at 
7:30 a.m. The 39-mile ride 
starts at 7:45 a.m. and the 
28-mile and 8-mile rides 
start at 8 a.m.
The registration fee is $35 
if you register in the month 
of June. The fee is $40 if 
you register between July 
1-7. In-person registration 
will be available from 
3-6:30 p.m. on Friday, July 
8, at the Weatherford High 
School cafeteria, and ride-
day registration is $45.
The ride benefits 
the United Way of 
Parker County and the 
Weatherford Chamber of 
Commerce.
For more information, visit 

https://www.peachpedal.
com/.

Parker County Peach 
Festival
The 37th annual Parker 
County Peach Festival will  
run from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, July 9, in down-
town Weatherford.
Peachy treats are always 
featured, including home-
made peach ice cream, 
peach cobbler, peach pie, 
peach tea, peach smooth-
ies, ice cream topped with 
fresh peaches, or just regu-
lar peaches.
In addition to the vendors, 
many antique and specialty 
stores will have specials 

throughout the day.
Two entertainment stages 
will feature local celebrities 
and entertainers.
For easy transportation 
to the festival, air-condi-
tioned shuttles will run 
from Weatherford 9th 
Grade Center, Weatherford 
College, or Heritage Park.
Admission is $10 for adults, 
$5 for ages 5-12, and free 
for younger than 5.
For more information, visit 
https://www.parkercoun-
typeachfestival.org.

JULY 24

Howdy Party 2022
The Parker County Aggie 

Moms’ Club will host its 
annual Howdy Party to wel-
come new Aggies and cele-
brate all things Texas A&M 
from 6-10 p.m. Sunday, 
July 24, at Shep’s, 202 Fort 
Worth Hwy in Weatherford.
This event is their annu-
al fundraiser for student 
scholarships. The evening 
will include live and silent 
auctions, Yell Practice, 
Aggie Mom Boutique, 
catered chicken fried steak 
dinner, keynote speaker 
Cliff Dugosh ’86, recogni-
tion of 2022 scholarship 
recipients, and more.
Tickets are $25 and may be 
purchased at https://parker-
comoms.aggienetwork.com.
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  this “Beetle Bailey”
      artist Walker lived in
     Texas as a child
  5  Baird High class
      (2 wds.)
  6  this Moore was co-
      star of TX Swayze
      in “Ghost” (1990)
  7  “__  __ old
      Cowhand . . .”
  8  seat of Pecos
      County (2 wds.)
17  irritate, annoy
18  auto sellers (2 wds.)
21  a boot width
22  TXism: “plain as the
      nose on your ____”
23  TXism: “restless as
      _  ___  __ church”
24  TX George W. lost
      ___  ___, George
      H.W., in 2018
29  longtime U.S. rep.
      from the Valley:
      Kika __  __ Garza
30  _  ___-gallon hat 
31  Super Bowl __
      (Cowboys’ fi rst win)
32  TXism: “raised __
      _______” (city boy)
34  Coleman High
      class (2 wds.)
35  “What’s the ___?”
      (slang for what’s
      happening)
36  these cranes
      migrate to Texas
      in the winter
37  horse coloring
38  boot bottom
39  beginning course
      in social behavior:
      “Intro __  ________”

  1  this gives the best
      shotgun pattern for
      a medium range
      (2 wds.)
  2  TXism: “run that by
      me ___  ____ time”
  3  make a comment
  4  TXism: “‘____ so”
      (not true)
  9  “____ up” (increase)
10  org. that nurtures
      the arts in Dallas
11  ___ City, Texas
12  fi xed term/interest
      savings tool (abbr.)

41  Rio Grande City is the
      seat of this county
42  leaf collecting tool
43  this Blue Jay manager
      Gaston grew up in Texas  
44  wrestler Von Erich: 
      “The Texas Tornado”
45  TX Kris Kristofferson
      gospel song: “Why __”
46  RV hotel?
47  Sonic food tote (2 wds.)
48  “Elvis the Pelvis”

50  in Bowie
      County on
      U.S. 59
51  “Johnny ___”
      and “Billy Yank”
52  TXism: “get your
      ducks __  _ row”
53  this Heard had a 
      losing record as 
      Mavs head coach 13  this Michael starred

      with TX Randy
      Quaid in “The Paper”
14  TXism: “it’ll ____  _
      faith healer to fi x it”
15  “Tiger” Teague,
      veteran and Texas
      congressman
16  actor Beatty in fi lm
      “Big Bad John”
19  Odessa Permian
      has one with
      MIdland Lee
20  military marksman
22  horse’s foot joint
24  Santa’s word
25  agcy. now a part of
      Homeland Security

26  shoo!
27  benefactor
28  Texas-based 1949
      fi lm: “Calamity Jane
      ___  ___ Bass”
29  H-E-B cold cuts and
      cheeses section
30  TX Dobie Gray hit:
      “Drift ____” (1973)

33  Houston university
34  TX Jim Reeves hit:
      “He’ll Have __  __”
35  old man’s gray hair
37  used to drill
      Spindletop (2 wds.)
38  cow away from
      the herd
40  cal_____ humming-
      bird is the smallest
      bird in Texas
41  dry, arid
44  Rusk AM/FM
47  TXism: “busy __  _
      ___ at happy hour”
49  TX Buddy’s wife:
      Maria _____ Holly
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www.metalmar ts.com

817-599-4186 • Fax: 817-599-3326
2100 Burton Street • Weatherford, Texas 76087

GOING GREEN with COOL ROOFING

�
�

ENERGY EFFICIENT 
& LOOKS GREAT!

WIND & FIRE RESISTANT

STEEL BUILDINGS
AVAILABLE IN

MULTIPLE SIZES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 25 years!

MMMetal Mart
THE TRUSTED SOURCE FOR ALL YOUR

METAL BUILDING COMPONENT NEEDS!
� RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL STEEL ROOFING
� CUSTOM TRIM AND FLASHING � PURLIN & TUBING
� EASY BOLT PRE-FABRICATED STEEL BUILDINGS
� MINI STORAGE SYSTEMS � POWER TOOLS
� VENTS & SKYLIGHTS � HARDWARE & ACCESSORIES
� SYNTHETIC UNDERLAYMENT � INSULATION
� SEALANTS & CLOSURES � CARPORT PACKAGES

Proudly serving the great 

 Southwest for 28 years!

I-20 ANIMAL HOSPITAL
817-341-3331817-341-3331

3713 Fort Worth Hwy  Between Exits 415 and 414 
Hudson Oaks, TX  76087

www.I-20animalhospital.com

OPEN 24 HOURSOPEN 24 HOURS
DAILYDAILY

GENERAL PET WELLNESS 
HEALTH CARE
• INTERNAL MEDICINE
• SURGERY 

General and Advanced
• RADIOLOGY 

Digital including dental
• LASER THERAPY
• Computed Tomography 
              (CT scan)-NEW!                         

• EMERGENCY & CRITICAL 
CARE

• COMPLETE IN-HOUSE 
LABORATORY

• DENTAL CARE 
General and Advanced

• ULTRASONOGRAPHY
• ONCOLOGY
• ENDOSCOPY 

Life insurance 
from a real-life 
person.

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL

Get life insurance that comes 
with someone local (me).  
I’m here to help you protect 
your family’s financial future. 
LET’S TALK TODAY.

1708148

Bobby J Rigues, Agent
411 FM 1187 N
Aledo, TX  76008

Bus: 817-441-9966
bobby@bobbyrigues.com

103 W. Church • 817-596-8758 • 817-594-2612

Propane Sales 
and Service

On the Square  
in Weatherford 

YEARSYEARS
OF PROPANE

1958-2019

     Puzzle
 Solution

S-1588

      M O R T
      O N E A
      D E M I
      I M A N
      F O R T S T O C K T O N
      I R K  C A R D E A L E R S
      E E  F A C E  A K I D I N
 H I S D A D  D E L A  A T E N  V I
 O N C O N C R E T E  T W O A  H A P
  S A N D H I L L  R O A N  S O L E
   T O S O C I O L O G Y  S T A R R
    R A K E  C I T O  K E R R Y
     M E   K O A  A T R A Y   
          P R E S L E Y
          E Y L A U
           R E B
           I N A
           G A R

MEMBER 2022

TEXAS PRESS 
ASSOCIATION

Awesomeness. Joy. Community.

MyserOrtho.com  •  817-441-8700  •  Aledo & Willow Park

Looking for 
the Top Dog?

THE COMMUNITY NEWS
Parker County’s only locally-owned newspaper

It’s a local call -
click - e-mail!

817-441-7661 • www.community-news.com
rkeck@community-news.com
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TACLA67709Ewww.jwmechanicalsystems.com

4 COMMON 
REASONS FOR 
HVAC FAILURE

IS YOUR SYSTEM 
READY THIS SEASON?

CALL 682-999-6062 
TODAY!

Heating and
Air Conditioning 

Maintenance Plans & 
Financing Options Available

Veteran Owned & Family Operated
Aledo Graduate - Class of ‘96

Debris Around the Unit
Heatpumps require approximately 18-24” of 
breathing room.

Improper Installation
This can reduce effi ciency by 30%.

Lack of Maintenance
Regular maintenance can increase a 
system’s life 5-6 years.

Improper Sizing
This causes strain on a 
system’s equipment, 
which will decrease 
the life of 
the unit.

HIGH SPEED INTERNET
SPEEDING IS ENCOURAGED 
CALL CIRRA NETWORKS TODAY

(817) 259-1100  |  www.cirranet.net

CLEAR FORK MATERIALS

800 OLD ANNETTA ROAD
ALEDO, TEXAS

HOURS: M-F 8-5 •SAT 8-2 WWW.CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM

“Are you growing with us?”
Residential & Commercial

817-441-7777

• Topsoils & Custom 
Soil Blends

• Compost & Mulches
• Rock & Sand Products

Serving North Texas 
since l986

Pick up or Delivery Available

Matt Morris
817-529-5325 

matt@gusbates.com

Proud to 
Support the Aledo 

Bearcats

Securities offered through Kestra Investment Services, LLC (Kestra IS), member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through Kestra 
Advisory Services, LLC (Kestra AS), an affi liate of Kestra IS. Kestra IS and Kestra AS are not affi liated with Gus Bates Insurance & Investments. 

817-732-4419
www.sarahmorrisdds.comEMPLOYEE BENEFITS, PROPERTY & CASUALTY, 

RETIREMENT PLAN SERVICES
FAMILY DENTISTRY WHERE HONESTY & INTEGRITY MATTER!

State of the Art Sterilization Room
Invisalign and Zoom! Whitening

Massage Chairs and HDTV
Water Purification System

2551 River Park Dr. Suite 201 · Fort Worth, TX 76116

White’s 
Funeral Home
130 Houston Ave. • Weatherford 

817-596-4811
www.whitesfuneral.com

Our family
serving 

your family
since 1908.

Little Dancers

Macy Coronado

LEFT: Eden Leyva works on form as Aspen Cleworth dances in the background. | 
RIGHT: Millie HallCarlyle Palmer

Payton Monroe Audrey JohnsonLibby BurkMakila Youngs

Lots of aspirational Bearcat 
Dance Team members gathered 
for dance camp this week led by 
Aledo High School dance coach 
Emily Robison.

Photos by Randy Keck/The Community News
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Classifieds

215 Mesquite St. * Aledo, Texas 76008* 817-378-4423

*Livestock Feed
*Pet Food
*Bagged Fertilizer
*Salt Products
*Deer Feeders

Monday - Friday 
8:00am to 5:30pm 

Saturday  
8:00am to 12:30pm 1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 1515 E. FM 1187 · Aledo, Texas · 817-504-7662817-504-7662

24-Hour Access · Immediate Move-in · Boat & RV parking - $4524-Hour Access · Immediate Move-in · Boat & RV parking - $45
Available Sizes: 10x10 ($60), 10x20 ($90), 10x30 ($135)Available Sizes: 10x10 ($60), 10x20 ($90), 10x30 ($135)

We have lots of room 
for your stuff!

1187 MINI STORAGE1187 MINI STORAGE

KIMBERLY MEYER, ABR, CRS, GRI
REALTOR®

Cell (817) 929-0347
kimberly.meyer@cbdfw.com
4500 Hartwood Dr, Fort Worth, TX 76109-1840
www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer
Global Luxury Specialist

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Operated by a subsidary 
of NRT, LLC

Business Cards

Mike Tandy
Owner

In Business Since 1996

TANDY 
METAL BUILDINGS & 

FENCING

Mobile: 817.925.5843

Weld up • Bolt up • Horse Barns  • Welding
Custom Pipe Fencing • Fencing • Metal Homes

www.tandymetalbuildings.com

5 & 6 Inch Seamless Gutters • Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial • New & Repair

ROSS GUTTERS
In Business Since 1995

Office: 817-565-4658
Talk and text 817-771-9661

FREE SPLASH BLOCKS FOR A LIMITED TIME

Thousands of Lifelong Customers.

With the same name and number since 1973, Billy Harris Roofing is here before, during and after the Texas 
storms. Billy Harris Roofing has had the same crews since 1992 which has paved the way to 10 consecutive 

Angie’s List Super Service Awards since 2006. Billy Harris Roofing prides itself on quality... not quantity! 
Give the experts a call today and find out for yourself why thousands of life-long customers 

have put their trust in Billy Harris Roofing • 817-249-3338 • www.billyharris-roofi ng.com

817-249-3338 Same Crews Since 1992

Same Name & Number Since 1973
Previous Awards 
from 2006 to 2015

Vanity Tops                                           Tubs 
Whirlpool Tubs                         Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE
2927 Greenlee Park Trail

Weatherford, Texas 76088

  817-341-8970
Natural Granite  •  Solid Surface  •  Silestone

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
SERVICE AND REPAIR • LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

817-441-8633
• • NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS • •

817-443-9733
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR
LICENSED & INSURED

TECL #19987

Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

(817) 249-2028

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t

Ken Hartman, Proprietor

Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry 
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

• COMPOSITION SHINGLES
• WOOD SHINGLES
• NEW ROOFS • REROOFS
• REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 • mobile (817) 996-2726

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

Insurance Claims Handled

Free 

Estim
ates

Jimmy Griffith, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor 

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100  
Aledo, TX 76008  
Bus. 817-441-4108 • Fax 800-656-0301 
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com 
www.edwardjones.com

Hearing
Care Center
4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702
Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre
Phone: 817.263.1971

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com
CHAPPELL

Holly Green, Owner 
10943 S FM 1187 Road
Fort Worth, Texas 76126

“You Jingle...We Shingle™”
817.441.6973

service@brettcoroofing.com
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$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ Bumper Pulls$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ Bumper Pulls$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$  
Anywhere in Texas!! !   Any Condit ion!! !$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$Anywhere in Texas!! !   Any Condit ion!! !$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
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No Title – No Problem – We Can Apply For One
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ANR Enterprises$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

LOOK! CARPETS CLEANED
Two rooms $59.00. No hidden charges -  

35 years experience - 817-219-6437
TexSCAN Week of 
June 12-18, 2022

ACREAGE
Own your piece of Texas TODAY! Prices starting at 
$650/acre. Trans Pecos region. Also the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde Counties - 
free ranging exotics), South Texas (Duval County 
- whitetail, hogs). Large acreage or small. 30 year 
fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. Call 
toll free or email for individual prices and terms. 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

ARROWHEADS
Indian Arrowheads Wanted – Point Type: Clovis, 
Yuma, Firstview & Eden. Must be old, authentic & 
unbroken. Absolute TOP DOLLAR paid – up to 5 
figures for one point. I am a very serious high-end 
collector. Call 979-218-3351.

EVENT
Wylie Jubilee – Bluegrass on Ballard – Sat., June 
25, Historic Downtown Wylie on Ballard Ave. 
Music 1-9 p.m., Arts & Crafts 9 a.m.-9 p.m., Classic 
Car Show 4-9 p.m. (pre-register for car show). 
DiscoverWylie.com.

GENERATORS
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE Quote. Call 
now before the next power outage: 1-855-704-8579.

REAL ESTATE
QUICK CASH for your owner-financed Deed of 
Trust, Mortgage Note or Land Contracts. Quotes are 
free with no obligations. Call Steve at 800-874-2389 
today. www.americanequityfunding.com. A+ BBB 
rating. 

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-
0467 www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

WANTED
FREON WANTED: Certified buyer looking to 
buy R11, R12, and R500 and more. Call Joe at 
312-625-5322.

Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

REPORTER 
NEEDED

The Community News is seeking  
a part-time reporter 

 to cover certain city council 
 and school board meetings. 

For more information,  
email rkeck@community-news.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

Carve and Cask is applying for petition to gather signatures for a local option 
liquor election for the legal sale of all alcoholic beverages for off premises 
consumption only in the city limits of Willow Park, Texas. This application 
will be filed with Crystal Dozier, City Secretary of Willow Park, Texas.
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621 NORTH FM 1187 ALEDO, TX 76008
PHONE: 441-2702 FAX: 817-441-2708

COVID-19 VACCINES NOW  
AVAILABLE • COVID-19 ANTIBODY  

AND ANTIGEN TESTS $75  
CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

OTHER VACCINES:
INFLUENZA • PNEUMOCOCCAL

SHINGLES • HEPATITIS A&B
TETANUS

Gift Store  
Now Open

Auto – Home – Life

Business – Legal Shield

705 N FM 1187
P O Box 967

Aledo, Texas 76008
www.doylemoss.com

817-441-9053
fax 817-441-7145

We represent:
• Germania
• State Auto
• Allstate
• Progressive
• Safeco
• and many others

Serving Aledo, Parker County and Texas

Doyle Moss
doyle@doylemoss.com

Linda Moss
linda@doylemoss.com

Jim Martin - REALTOR®

5189 E. I-20 Service Rd N 
Suite 106
Willow Park, TX 76087
Office:  817.441.2255
Cell:  817.538.6846
Jim@MartinLandSales.com

RailheadRealty.com TX BROKER®

Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry
Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., P.C. and Michael Ball, D.D.S., P.L.L.C.

Diplomate of American Board of Pediatric Dentistry
Fellow of American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101
Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087

Ofc:817-441-2425 • Fax: 817-441-2491
www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com

913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747

Our newest additional location
Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel

4941 I-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

“Serving every family as part of our own for over 60 years”

James R. Plowman - jamesplowman@gpfcnet.com

Misty Engel – mistyengel@gpfcnet.com

Norma Plowman – normaplowman@gpfcnet.com
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JOB SEEKERS ARE INVITED AND THE PUBLIC IS WELCOME!

Former Bearcat Davis reaching new heights in vault and life
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

As a member of the Aledo 
Bearcats track team, Zach Davis 
pole vaulted to back-to-back Class 
5A state championships in 2018-19.

Now competing for Texas A&M, 
Davis is soaring higher than ever — 
and not just in pole vaulting. Not 
only is he posting the best vaults 
of his career, he’s also an academic 
standout.

Davis graduated a year early 
from Mays Business School and did 
so Magna Cum Laude. He’s already 
enrolled in a masters program and 
is planning on a career in technical 
consulting.

“As much as I have enjoyed my 
vaulting success, I am excited about 
what lies ahead of me in the busi-
ness world,” Davis said.

And speaking of the vaulting 
success…

Davis set a personal record when 
he cleared 17 feet, 7 inches in the 
Michael Johnson Invitational at 
Baylor University in the spring, tak-
ing second in that prestigious meet. 
It was the ninth highest outdoor 
vault in Texas A&M history.

Earlier, he cleared 17-03 to win 
the SEC Indoor Championships, the 
12th highest indoor vault in Aggies 
history.

“All of my clears (this season) I 
had a lot of space. I knew I had it in 
me,” Davis said.

Though he’s graduated, Davis is 
technically a junior athletically — 
remember, the COVID-19 pandemic 
wiped out part of the 2020 indoor 
and all of the 2020 outdoor season. 
His success this season included 

two first-place performances, three 
runner-up finishes and placing third 
four times.

All the while, he’s maintained his 
academic success by being named 

named to the SEC Academic Honor 
Roll and garnering U.S. Track & 
Field and Cross Country Coaches 
Association All-Academic honors.

“Not only is he starting to arrive 
as an athlete, he’s one of our best 
students academically,” said his 
vault coach, Sean Brady.

Davis has scored points for the 
team in every meet since his fresh-
man year, but this year he went 
to heights (pardon the pun). He 
cleared at least 16-10 in seven meets 
after not having reached that height 
at all previously.

Davis said coming back to being 
able to get full workouts in after the 
return from the COVID shutdown 
made a huge difference.

“During the whole COVID thing 
I had time to regroup,” he said. 
“It was a shock (when the season 
ended). We took a little spring break 
and then it was all over with. I went 
home and did some coaching.

“But I felt like I could jump this 
high for a while now. I’m happy with 
how it’s going. Eighteen (feet) is the 
bar I’m waiting on now.”

Brady said Davis made a switch 
to a 16-foot pole at the meet at 
Baylor, whereas he had been using 
a 15-6 pole.

“It’s not just the length of the 
pole, it’s the weight. It has a higher 
bend,” Brady said.

Davis fell short of reaching the 
NCAA national meet this season, 
but Brady said if he does return for 
his final year of eligibility (Davis 
was undecided as of this article), he 
believes it could happen next sea-
son. He said Davis is vaulting with 
more confidence than ever before.

“A lot of that has to do with win-
ning the SEC Indoor Championships, 
that’s not an easy thing to do. He 
feels he’s arrived on the national 
scene,” Brady said. “He’s training 
that way. You can see it in his body 
language. Those are the traits of the 
best in the business.”

AIDEN SHERTZER/TEXAS A&M ATHLETICS

Former Aledo Bearcat Zach Davis has made his mark among the best pole vaulters in Texas A&M history along with 
excelling in the classroom, graduating early as magna cum laude. He is shown during Day 3 of the SEC Outdoor 
Track and Field Championships in Oxford, Mississippi.

http://www.doylemoss.com
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Don’t forget your four-legged 
family member when you travel!

• Boarding 

• Grooming 

• Heated & 
Cooled 

• Indoor & 
Outdoor Runs

• 24-Hour 
Attendant 

Ring Leaders Kennel
Aledo 817-441-8071

Newly-Upgraded boarding facilities

Office:  817-443-9747

Fax:  817-887-2271

Mobile:  254-592-8739

107 Larson Lane, Suite 300-C
Aledo, TX 76008

ChristiJamesInsurance.com
Serving all your home, auto, business and life insurance needs.

CHRISTI  JAMES
BRANCH OWNER/AGENT

cjames@twfg.com

Independent agency serving all your home,  
auto, business and life insurance needs

NO MATTER YOUR NEED, 
WE HAVE YOU COVERED
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
A FREE QUOTE!

Office:  817-443-9747
Mobile: 254-592-8739
Email: cjames@twfg.com

107 Larson Lane, Suite 300-C
Aledo, TX 76008 BRANCH OWNER

Office:  817-443-9747

Fax:  817-887-2271

Mobile:  254-592-8739

107 Larson Lane, Suite 300-C
Aledo, TX 76008

ChristiJamesInsurance.com
Serving all your home, auto, business and life insurance needs.

CHRISTI  JAMES
BRANCH OWNER/AGENT

cjames@twfg.com

Detail-Oriented Cleaning Service
682-258-9261

Sparkle* *

*

*

RODEO

Area cutter advances to nationals
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

Weatherford’s Will 
Bushaw used a steadi-
ly improving stream of 
performances to win 
the boys cutting cham-
pionship at the Texas 
High School Rodeo 
Association Finals in 
Abilene this past week.

Bushaw now advanc-
es to the National 
High School Rodeo 
Association Finals in 
Gillette, Wyoming, July 
17-23. The top four fin-
ishers in each event 
qualified.

Bushaw finished the 
regular season in fourth 
place in point standings 
in Region 3.

Bushaw opened the 
state competition with a 
score of 151 in the first 
go-round. He improved 
to a 152 in the second 
and had a 154 in the 
third, scoring 10 points 
in each round. When 
his average and season 
points were tallied in, 
he finished with 57 total 
points, edging the run-
ner-up, Owen Cogdell, 
from Tulia, by 2.5 points.

In that same event, 
Weatherford’s Blake 
Heid narrowly missed 
qualifying for nationals. 
He finished fifth with a 
score of 28.50, falling 
short of fourth place by 
6.5 points.

Also just missing 
a qualifying spot was 
Weatherford’s Miller 
Morgan in girls cutting. 
She scored 34 points for 
sixth place, 10.75 points 
behind the fourth-place 
finisher.

Another top-10 
finish came from 
Weatherford’s Airian 
Moore in bareback rid-
ing with 26 points. He 
was 13.5 points out of 
fourth.

Aledo was represent-
ed by Mason McElroy, 
who posted a top-20 
finish. He was 17th 
in the saddle bronc 
competition.

The only other area 
top-20 finish was by 
Bushaw, who was 14th 
in boys cutting. 

Others from 
Weatherford with top-
50 finishes were Carter 
High, 22nd in bull rid-
ing; Beldon Cox, 24th in 
team roping; Savannah 
Letson, 33rd in pole 
bending; Caden Farrell, 
37th in steer wres-
tling; and Christopher 
Withaeger, 39th in steer 
wrestling.

The top 10 in each 
event after 24 regu-
lar-season rodeos and 
the regional finals rode-
os qualified for the state 
finals.

JENNINGS PHOTOGRAPHY

Weatherford’s Will Bushaw won the boys cutting championship at the 
Texas High School Rodeo Association Finals in Abilene this past week.

TCA announces new 
Lady Eagles varsity 

softball coach
Trinity Christian Academy 

has announced the hiring of 
Miranda Carlisle as head 
varsity softball coach. Coach 
Carlisle comes to TCA after 
serving three years as head 
coach at Parkers Chapel 
High School in El Dorado, 
Arkansas, where she led the 
Trojans to the state playoff 
twice, including the state 
semi-finals in 2021.

Prior to Parkers Chapel, 
Carlisle was an assistant 
at Randolph College in 
Lynchburg, Virginia for 
two seasons. She began her 
coaching career with the 18u 
travel team for the St. Louis 
Illusions.

Carlisle graduated summa 
cum laude in three years from 
Stephens College (English and 
Art History), where she was a 
starting pitcher. She holds a 
Masters in English Literature 
from Liberty University. In 
addition to coaching, she 
will be a member of the TCA 
English department.

“We are thrilled to have 
Coach Carlisle join the TCA 
family,” Bryan Marmion, TCA 
Athletic Director, said. “ She 
brings a level of profession-
alism and stability that will 
allow us to develop a program 
indicative of the athletic and 
spiritual excellence we expect 
of all of our teams at TCA.”

“I am thrilled to have this 
opportunity to help build 

Lady Eagles softball into a 
Championship program,” 
Carlisle said. “I look forward 
to shaping the lives of my 
students and athletes through 
academics and athletics with 
a foundation built on God’s 
love and truth. My goal, on 
the softball field, is to empow-
er young women to become 
strong, confident athletes as 
well as respectful, responsi-
ble citizens who will use their 
faith to guide them through 
anything and everything they 
will achieve. Whatever it 
takes, we will progress spir-
itually, academically, and 
athletically – always moving 
forward and never backing 
down. I am thrilled for this 
opportunity, and I can’t wait 
to begin!”

Trinity Christian Academy 
is a PK3-12th grade col-
lege-preparatory Christian 
school located in Willow 
Park. For more information, 
visit tcaeagles.org

Moritz Chevrolet · Chrysler · Jeep 
Loop 820 & Hwy 580 (Camp Bowie West) · 817-696-2000

Moritz Kia · 8501 I-30 · 817-560-6000
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