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From Seedlig t Branches

Branch to Hope seeks
to address youth,
family issues

By Randy Keck

The Community News

POLITICS
Rogers wins
District 60

Commissioner race
undecided

By Randy Keck
The Community News

Republicans and Democrats
went to the polls on Tuesday, May
24, to make their parties’ final selec-
tions in primary runoff races for the
November general election.

Two ballot positions and de facto
November winners were decided
within Parker County. One race was
still undecided at press time.

In the Republican race for Pct.
2 Commissioner, Jacob Holt outpo-
lled Joe W. Harris, 2,309-1,541, to
claim that seat because there will
be no Democrat on the ballot in
November.

Likewise, Tim Mendolia will
become the new Justice of the Peace
Pct. 4, drawing 2,458 votes to oppo-
nent Allison Bedore’s 2,011.

“Thank you to my family, friends,
and supporters,” Bedore said in
accepting the loss. “The outpouring
of messages and calls since last night
have been uplifting and inspiring.
Your faith and confidence in me

The family decided to move, means everything”
and since Bentley had recently The race  for County

Turn to HOPE, page 7 Commissioner Pct. 4 was too close

It may have appeared to the
roughly 750-800 people who
attended the inaugural Day of Hope
at the brand-new Branch to Hope
Community Center on Sunday, May
20, that the whole operation just
appeared out of thin air. It’s only
been a couple of weeks since the
organization took possession of its
new 23-acre facility situated just
between Aledo and Annetta.

While things have moved
quickly the last few weeks, the
machinery has been in motion for
a while now.

The catalyst for the organiza-
tion may have been the death by
suicide of Hayden Hunstable, just
four days shy of his 13th birthday,
on April 18, 2020.

The Aledo community rallied
around the Hunstable family, but
the pain of the loss motivated Brad
Hunstable, Hayden’s father, and
MJ Bentley, who now serves as the
Branch to Hope chair, to do more
than just grieve.

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS
Two youngsters enjoy pleasant weather and the facilities at the new Branch to Hope Community Center in
Aledo on Sunday, May 22 at its inaugural Day of Hope.
“MJ was my neighbor when mostimportant people in our lives
we lived in Bella Flora, and when to help us through that,” Hunstable

Hayden passed she was one of the said.

WEATHERFORD
COLLEGE

All Steinway

WC becomes first
community

college All-Steinway
Spirio Institution

By Crystal Woerly
Weatherford College

Thanks to generous sup-
porters of the fine arts,
Weatherford College is now an
All-Steinway Spirio Institution,
and the first community college
ever to claim the title.

WC first attained the status
of All-Steinway in 2019 with
the purchase of 10 Steinway
& Sons pianos through the
efforts of a Weatherford College
Foundation fundraising cam-
paign. With the purchase of an
11th piano through the founda-
tion’s Marjorie Alkek Fund, the
college now claims three Spirio |
r grand pianos in the collection,
elevating WC’s Steinway status.

“Weatherford College has
demonstrated a pledge to dis-
tinction and an unparalleled
educational experience by
providing their students with
Steinway & Sons pianos,” said
Bryan Elmore, director of insti-
tutional sales and services with
Steinway. “These pianos inspire

Turn to PIANOS, page 3

Female Blackhawk pilot
encourages others to fly high

By Rick Mauch
The Community News

Elizabeth McCormick doesn’t
believe in gender barriers. She
believes in dreams, creating, and
capitalizing on opportunities.

And, in the vein of the legend-
ary Annie Oakley, she is proof that
no matter the gender, if you want
something you can go get it.

The former U.S. Army
Blackhawk helicopter pilot was the
guest speaker — finally — at the
Friends of the Weatherford Public
Library Annual Spring Luncheon
at the Doss Heritage and Cultural
Center on May 6. She was origi-
nally scheduled to speak in 2020,
but the event was canceled by the
COVID-19 pandemic.

“This luncheon was three years
inthe making,” said FOL President
Kathy Ott with a chuckle.

McCormick, who has writ-
ten 20 Dbest-selling books,
including her most recent, “The
Pilot Method,” was named by
Choicepoint Health as one of the
top 30 motivational speakers in
the world. She is also listed No. 4
on the list of Leadership Experts
to Follow Online.

In addition, she 1is a
Congressional Veteran
Commendation recipient.

RICK MAUCH/THE COMMUNITY NEWS
Blackhawk helicopter pilot
Elizabeth McCormick entertains
guests at the Weather Friends of
the Library Luncheon.

Her presentation at the event
was entitled “You in the Pilot
Seat.”

“I had a degree in math, a
minor in art and an associates
degree in engineering. I couldn’t
get a job,” McCormick told the
crowd as she explained how her
career as a helicopter pilot began.

In the early 90s she was living
with her husband, who was sta-
tioned in Fort Polk, Louisiana, she
recalled, when the idea came to
her to also join the army.

“One night I looked at my
‘starter husband,” she said, paus-
ing, then adding, “Don’t laugh too
hard, you might still be on yours.

“T looked at him and said, if
he can be in the Army, so can I. I
wanted the coolest job. What'’s the
coolest job? Pilot. I didn’t know it
was that hard.”

Then, one day while walking
she came across an area where
helicopters were fenced in, and
she realized what she wanted to
do — fly them.

“I clutched the gray hot fence
and looked and said, ‘Yeah, this is
what I'm supposed to do. It just
felt right.”

Then, when speaking with
a recruiter, he informed her

Turn to PILOT, page 3

for either candidate to either declare
victory or concede. Mike Hale ended
the night with 2,358 votes to Eric
Contreras’ 2,312, a difference of 46
votes — less than one percent.

According to the Parker County
Elections office, there was one ballot
by mail that will be processed if the
ballot board accepts it. In addition,
there were seven defective mail bal-
lots that could still be corrected by
May 31, and another eight provi-
sional ballots that will be reviewed
on June 1.

Neither candidate wanted to
comment on the race pending the
review of the ballots.

In the heated race for State
Representative District 60, Palo
Pinto County carried the day to push
Glenn Rogers to victory over chal-
lenger Mike Olcott, who took the
majority of Parker County votes.

Districtwide, Rogers outpolled
Olcott 9,261 to 8,509. Olcott carried
Parker County by 1,124 votes, but
Rogers carried Palo Pinto by 1,429
votes, and Stephens county by 447
votes.

In Parker County Olcott had
7,383 votes to Rogers’ 6,259.

“We're happy to see that we won
the race,” Rogers said. “It was a very
difficult, hard fought race — maybe
the ugliest race I've ever seen. I don’t
know that I've ever seen a dirtier
campaign and we're just happy for it
to be over and glad that we won and
thank the voters for for making the
right decision to elect me to go back
to Austin.”

The Community News invited
comments from Mike Olcott and
Tim Mendolia, but did not receive a
response by press time.
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JW Mechanical operates as a family-owned, co

JW Mechanical Systems has
serviced Aledo and the Parker
County area for about half a
decade.

The married co-owners Jeff
and Carrie Woychesin have
grown their business from the
ground up during that time.

“We've been officially in
Aledo for six years,” Carrie
said. “We got started out of the
garage with Jeff running service
calls, and now we've grown to

eight trucks in that duration.”

Carrie said JW Mechanical
is a true mom-and-pop shop.

Carrie — who runs the
social media, accounting books,
and advertising —grew up in
Aledo and graduated in 1996.
Her family has lived in the area
since the 1980s, she said.

Jeff is one of the technicians,
and their 65-year-old daughter
Stella works in the family busi-
ness throughout her summer
and winter breaks.

Their dogs Otis and Lacy
also work in the office, serving
as the positive energy and the
calming presence.

Beyond the familial employ-
ees, Carrie said they try to
operate in a close-knit work
environment.

mmunity-focused business

“We're always trying to
do right in our community;’

jce-Install Carrie said.

An Army veteran family,
Carrie said they always hire
veterans when they can.

Founded in 2016, JW
Mechanical Systems brings
second-generation expertise
— now cultivating third-gen-
eration expertise through Stella
—and attention to detail with
their service.

Additionally, all JW
Mechanical technicians are
EPA certified and verified by
the state.

VETERLE (L & EFERATERRY f [ ®
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JW Mechanical provides
air conditioning, heating, and
refrigeration services to both
commercial facilities and resi-
dences, in addition to routine
maintenance plans.

The business also offers
financing options to its

customers.

JW Mechanical Systems is
a member of the East Parker
County Chamber of Commerce
and is proud of its community.

For more information, cvall
817-999-6062 or visit jwme-
chanicalsystems.com.
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students to realize their artistic
talents and best prepare them to
compete at the highest level in the
professional world.”

Steinway’s Spirio | r technolo-
gy creates a high-resolution player
piano capable of live performance
capture, playback, and livestream-
ing with in-sync video and audio
from one Spirio piano to another
or many worldwide.

WC is currently providing live
music performances by students
and instructors to the Texas
Health Arlington Hospital’s Spirio-
equipped piano.

“We are also working with the
Arlington and Fort Worth ISDs
to provide teaching and con-
certs remotely—and live,” said
Duane Durrett, WC’s dean of fine
arts. “These are opportunities to
reach out to students we may oth-
erwise not be able to reach through
recruiting efforts.”

While there are 17 institu-
tions in Texas that own Steinway
& Sons Spirio | r pianos, WC is
the first public community col-
lege in America to become an
All-Steinway Spirio Institution.

“I am thrilled that WC is one
of the first institutions in the
country to offer Spirio technol-
ogy, said WC master pianist
Dr. Hyeyoung Song. “Spirio tech-
nology gives our instructors and
students the ability to record and
listen to their music lessons and
performances as never before.
Our musicians can now advance
their artistry by removing any bad
habits that detract from excel-
lence. The ability to hear, compare
and study their music will help
them develop the necessary
confidence needed for profession-
al-caliber performances.

“And I am excited that Spirio
technology will enable us to expe-
rience wider musical adventures
such as various concerts, music
engineering and business, and
community service.”

WEATHERFORD COLLEGE
From left: Brent Baker, Vice President of Institutional Advancement; Frederick
Sanders, director of the WC Jazz Orchestra; Dr. Tod Allen Farmer, WC
President; Duane Durrett, WC’s dean of fine arts; and Bryan Elmore, director
of institutional sales and services with Steinway & Sons

Art show
coming to

Aledo

The Artists of Horseshoe
Trail will hold an art exhibit
throughout the summer at Aledo
Workspace, 1015 Champikons
Drive in Aledo.

An artist reception and open-
ing night will run from 5:30 to
8 p.m. Friday, June 3, and will
feature live demonstrations by
James Spurlock and Stephanie
Burk.

Artists include Spurlock,
Burk, Judy Baker, Lesli Carr,
Karen Chatham, Kristin Coffee,
Susan Disney, Cindy Easton,
Susie Gregg, Brooke Gritch,
Cynthia Hill, Karen Hosch,
Jerra Lewis, Anita McDonald,
Sheila Moncrief, Grace Nowlin,
MichellePappas, Dian Rhodes,
and Johnnie Smith.

The exhibit will be open from
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily.

PILOT

from page one

they had openings for a cook. She
responded that she wanted to fly a
blackhawk helicopter.

“He said, ‘You can’t do that,”
she recalled. “You can believe your
potential or you can believe what
someone else has to say. I didn’t
have to know how I was going to
become a helicopter pilot to believe
I was going to become one.

“What would have happened if I
believed him instead of me?”

She said even the doctor at her
physical told her she was wasting
his time, as did the examiner for the
flight aptitude skills test. She didn’t
listen to any of them, just as she
advised the audience to not listen to
anyone negative in their paths.

“We get to choose what we believe
— you get to choose,” she said.
“Every morning when you wake up
breathing you have an opportunity

until that doesn’t happen any more.
You are in the pilot seat of your life.”

McCormick took the audience
through a simulated helicopter
training, albeit without leaving their
chairs.

“Even though youe in the air
there are speed limits, did you know
that?” she asked, adding with a
laugh, “There are no signs, though.”

As further evidence to never give
up on a dream, she told the audi-
ence of how through seven weeks of
training she was struggling and on
the verge of failing. Still, she showed
up day after day, despite such deni-
grating remarks from her instructor
as “a monkey could fly better.”

“I just really want to see that
monkey,” McCormick said, which
drew a loud laugh.

Then, a substitute instructor
arrived for her final week of training
with a simple question.

“He asked, ‘Do you want this?”
she said. “I said ‘oh yea!’ He said,

29

‘Great, let’s teach you.

“For the first time I had some-
one teaching instead of yelling,” she
continued.

McCormick also altered an old
expression when she told the crowd,
“Practice makes permanent. How
we practice determines how we per-
form. Everything we do today builds
our tomorrow.”

A few years later she found her-
self stationed in Fort Drummond,
New York.

“It snows there in July. I knew I
was in trouble when they issued us
a snowblower,” she said. “There was
five feet of snow on Mother’s Day.
The coldest it got while I was there
was minus-63, and that was actual
temperature, not wind chill.”

Then came the Great North
American Ice Storm of 1998.

“You think Snowmageddon last
year was bad? There were people
without power for 90 days,” she said.

But during that time came a
heroic opportunity for her. On a
flight on which she was the second-
ary pilot, they entered a cloud and

if one of the blades were to freeze
it could knock them out of the sky.
It appeared from a gauge that there
was a malfunction and that was
about to happen.

They also had a colonel on the
flight with them.

The lead pilot panicked. Thanks
to the quick thinking of McCormick,
however, she realized it was mal-
function in the gauge and not in the
part that de-iced the blades. They
landed safely.

A few days later, she was told by
the colonel that he was listening the
whole time. Instead of chastising
her for overriding the lead pilot, he
commended her and thanked her
for saving the lives of himself and
everyone else on board — adding
that if she hadn’t done what she did,
he was about to come up the cockpit
and do it himself.

“We all have a capability, a
responsibility to lead from where we
are,” she said. “We can’t wait.”

She ended her presentation with
a reminder for the audience to FLY
- First Lead Yourself.

Other business

Prior to McCormick speaking,
Ott reminded the audience of the
FOL Annual Meeting at 10:30 a.m.
on June 1 at the library. At that
meeting, to which the public is invit-
ed, there will be the election of
board officers.

Library director Chris Accardo
and his staff were recognized for
receiving the 2021 Achievement in
Library Excellence Award. Only 10
percent of libraries in Texas receive
this honor, Ott said.

“We never stopped checking
out books, not for one day or one
hour,” Accardo said, addressing the
pandemic.

Accardo also reminded the audi-
ence to visit the new Story Path at
Love Park. It features 18 kiosks that
tell a story for children, with the
story changing every couple weeks
to a month.

6623 Corporation Pkwy Ste #140
Fort Worth, Texas 76126
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Capital Highlights

Wildfires continue
across state

Gary Borders

gborders@texaspress.com

Firefighters are looking to the skies for
much-needed rain this week as crews con-
tinue battling wildfires across the state.
Fires reported Sunday by the Texas A&M
Forest Service were being fought in Brown,
Taylor, Wilbarger, Llano, Schleicher, and
San Saba counties.

“Minimal rainfall, hot and dry condi-
tions, and an intensifying drought continue
to support wildfire activity across the state,”
said Wes Moorehead, TFS fire chief. “Due
to conditions, these wildfires are requiring
more time and resources to contain. Texas
A&M Forest Service continues to support
local fire departments and has situated
additional resources to the areas of concern.”

Burn bans are in effect in 131 counties,
covering nearly all regions of the state with
the exception of East Texas.

More teachers

added to task force

The Texas Education Agency added 24
more teachers to the Teacher Vacancy Task
Force formed in March, bringing the num-
ber of teachers to 26 — the same number as
administrators originally chosen. TEA drew
criticism when it announced the original
task force with just two teachers selected.

“Teachers are the single most important
school-based factor affecting student out-
comes,” said Mike Morath, Texas education
commissioner. “And the Teacher Vacancy
Task Force will further ensure our ability
to provide the best guidance, support, and
resources to help schools find and retain
the teachers they need for all their stu-
dents. Having these two-dozen additional
perspectives from a diverse and talented
pool of Texas classroom teachers is going to
immensely benefit the important consider-
ations before the Task Force.”

Public school systems both large and
small across the state are facing a severe
staffing shortage, exacerbated by a flood
of retirements and resignations during the
COVID-19 pandemic. The task force hopes
to develop strategies for addressing the
problem.

‘Click It or Ticket’

campaign underway

Buckling up is always a wise
idea, but not doing so could cost driv-
ers a ticket as the Texas Department of
Transportation conducts its 20th annual
“Click It or Ticket” campaign with enhanced
enforcement statewide.

“Since its launch in 2002, the Texas
Click It or Ticket campaign has saved nearly
7,000 lives,” said TxDOT Executive Director
Marc Williams. “Were proud of the work
we've done over the decades and the count-
less hours put in by our law enforcement
partners. But there are still far too many
preventable deaths on Texas roads.”

Texas officers and deputies will step
up enforcement of the state’s seat belt and

child car-seat laws for the next two weeks.
Texas law requires everyone in a vehicle
to be properly restrained. Children under
the age of 8 must be in a child-safety seat
unless they are taller than 4 feet 9 inches. If
a child is not secured, the driver faces fines
up to $250.

Tree-killing insect
confirmed in Dallas County

The presence of the emerald ash borer
(EAB) was confirmed last week in Dallas
County. The county has been added to the
list of Texas places under quarantine to slow
the spread of the insect.

“EAB is a destructive, non-native
wood-boring pest of ash trees,” said Allen
Smith, Texas A&M Forest Service region-
al Forest health coordinator. “Since 2018,
we have deployed nearly 500 traps across
Central, East and North Texas annual-
ly watching for the insect’s presence and
movement.”

Native to Asia, the aggressive pest has
killed millions of ash trees since enter-
ing the country 20 years ago. In Texas, it
has been confirmed in Harrison, Bowie,
Cass, Dallas, Denton, Marion, Parker, and
Tarrant counties.

Texas A&M Forest Service works with
communities under state quarantines
restricting the movement of wood into and
out of impacted areas.

TDI data breach
exposes personal data

A state audit released last week reported
a breach of personal information of 1.8 mil-
lion workers who filed claims with the Texas
Department of Insurance. The department
said the personal information included
Social Security numbers, addresses, dates of
birth, and other personal information.

The breach occurred “because of an
issue in the programming code in the
department’s web application that manages
workers’ compensation data. The issue in
the code allowed members of the public to
access a protected part of that online appli-
cation,” the Texas Tribune reported.

In response to media reports, TDI said it
promptly fixed the programming code error
when it was discovered and that there was
no evidence to date that there was a misuse
of information. It is providing a year of free
credit monitoring and identity protection
services to those whose data was exposed.

Number of COVID-19 cases
remains steady

The number of new cases of COVID-
19 cases reported in Texas during the past
week stayed steady at 26,798, according to
the Coronavirus Resource Center at Johns
Hopkins University, with 58 deaths reported
in the state. The number of lab-confirmed
COVID-19 hospitalizations across the state
rose slightly to 859, according to the Texas
Department of State Health Services.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-winning
Texas journalist. He published a number of
community newspapers in Texas during a
30-year span, including in Longview, Fort
Stockton, Nacogdoches and Cedar Park.
Email: gborders@texaspress.com.
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Statement from Rep.
Rogers on election
night victory

Friends,

From supporters to staff
to family, I want to thank
everyone who contributed to
yesterday’s victory. However,
I cannot, in good conscience,
celebrate this achievement
in light of the recent trage-
dy that occurred in Uvalde.
While those who made yes-
terday possible were enjoying
this occasion, there were those
in our same great state deal-
ing with an unmeasurable
tragedy. The loss of a child is

Your Views

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

something that I understand
firsthand, and it is a pain that
I would not wish on anyone.
In a time such as this, words
can bring little comfort to
those who are bearing suffer-
ing too great to comprehend.

To those who took to the
polls last night to cast their
vote, it is in this moment that
I hope we can remember that
we are all one family - and that
we share in the love and pain
of our fellow Texans equally.
From Parker, Palo Pinto, and
Stephens, together, I believe
that our district can accom-
plish great things, and we
have the opportunity to offer

an equally great service to oth-
ers. Those in Uvalde need our
help, support, and prayers. I
ask that you spare your time,
donations, or resources in
any way you can to the multi-
tude of organizations that are
working with these families
firsthand.

During this election sea-
son, I am forever grateful for
the support of my constituents
across the district, and I look
forward to upholding my end
of the bargain as your State
Representative.

God Bless Texas!
- Rep. Glenn Rogers
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Mail subscriptions are $29 per year in
Parker and Tarrant Counties; $37 per
year elsewhere. Subscribe at
www.community-news.com/sub-
scribe. Receive our e-version, print
version, or both all for the same price.

SUBMIT STORIES,
PHOTOS OR IDEAS

We're always on the lookout for story
ideas. To share one, call Randy Keck
at 817-441-7661, ext. 207 or email
news@community-news.com. Please
provide the basic story information
as well as contact information in
case we have questions.

We welcome letters, articles and
guest opinions from our readers.
Opinions expressed in this newspa-
per will be labeled as opinions, edito-
rials or letters, and do not necessar-

Mail: PUBLISHER/EDITOR SUBSCRIBE
P.O. Box 1031, Aledo, TX 76008 Randy Keck - rkeck@community-news.com
Physical: DIRECTOR OF BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
1015 Champions Drive, Aledo, TX Loydale Schmid - Ischmid@community-news.com
Phone: OFFICE ASSISTANT
817-441-7661 - (Fax) 817-441-5419 Emma Davis
Web: _ CIRCULATION
www.community-news.com Barbara Russell - business@community-news.com
Affiliations:
* National Newspaper BILLING
Association billing@community-news.com
» Texas Press Association
+ North and East Texas Press CONTRIBUTORS
Association
+ West Texas Press Association News Photography Sports
« East Parker County Chamber Rick Mauch Christopher Amos Nolan Ruth

of Commerce
* Weatherford Chamber of
Commerce

Jackie Hayslip
Kristin Morales

ily reflect the opinions of the owner-
ship. Letters should be signed, and
limited to approximately 300 words.
All submissions to the newspaper

should include a telephone number
in case we have questions. Letters
are due by Monday at noon for that
week’s paper. Community announce-
ments, achievements and obituaries
are due by noon Friday for the follow-
ing week’s paper. Send submissions
to news@community-news.com.

Photos submitted should include
names of the people in the pho-
tograph. For ease in submitting
photographs electronically, visit our
contact form at community-news.
com/contacts.

The Community News does not charge
for timely wedding, engagement and
birth announcements provided they

are of reasonable length. Lengthy
announcements will either be edited to
areasonable length or, at the discretion
of the person submitting the announce-
ment, be charged a fee. The deadline
for submitting announcements is noon
Friday for the following week's paper.
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First Day of Hope offered lots of fun

The inaugural Day of Hope at Branch to Hope drew betweeen 750-800 people
for all sorts of activities, from fishing to barrel racing. - Photos by Randy Keck
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Churches

Sundays 817-901-9455
Bible Study 8:30 AM 5050 S Hwy 5
Service 10:00 AM Aledo, TX

PCCC

Papkrr County Cowpoy CHURCH

EVERYONE WELCOME

WWW.PCCOWBOYCHURCH.ORG
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Call 817-441-7661
for special rates
on the church page.
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DEEMER

CATHOLIC PARISH
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FM 11ET

16250 Old Weatherford Road
Aledo, Texas

For current Mass "Times visit our website at:
www.HolyRedeemerAledo.org
For more information contact the Parish Office at 817-441-3500

The Willow Park
Church of
Christ

721 Ranch House Road

Sunday Worship Assembly — 10:30 am

www.thewillowparkchurchofchrist.com

1o,y o

700 WILLOW CROSSING EAST, WILLOW PARK, TX 76008
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sunday Mornings: 9:30am Small Group 7
1OL5am Waorship

wuJuJ.crossingaledo.com
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Events

More events can be found at www.community-news.com/events

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Caden Witt makes a splash on the big water slide at the

2021 Aledo Summer Blast.

JUNE 3

Safe At Home Program
Texas A&M Agrilife
Extension Service Parker
County will conduct a
“Safe @ Home” class from
10-11:30 a.m. on Friday,
June 3, at the Parker
County Extension Office,
604 North Main Street in
Weatherford.

Safe @ Home will provide
instruction for youth on
how to be safe inside the
house, outside the house,
online, and with others
when they are home alone.
It will cover safety habits,
how to handle emergencies,
and making a call to 911.
This class is for youth who
will be in grades 4-6, or
ages 9-12. The class will
equip them to be safe when
they are home alone.

The cost to attend is $20
per child, which includes a
booklet and snack.

To register your child,

call the Parker County
Extension Office at 817-
598-6168. Pre-registration
is required, and space is
limited.

Aledo Summer Blast

The annual Aledo Summer
Blast will run from 6-10
p.m. Friday, June 3, in the

Aledo High School south
parking lots.

The event features numer-
ous free activities for fami-
lies and children in addition
to food trucks, live music
by Sonny Burgess and Jolie
Holliday Burgess, and a
fireworks show after dark.

JUNE 4

Super Safety Saturday
Texas Health Willow Park
will host Super Safety
Saturday, a family-friendly
safety event, from 9 a.m. to
noon on Saturday, June 4,
at 101 Crown Pointe Blvd. in
Willow Park.

The event will include pool
and sun safety education,
food trucks, hands-only
CPR, life jacket and bicy-
cle helmet fittings and
giveaways, home safety,
child safety, fire safety
(smoke room demonstra-
tion), drowning prevention,
gun safety with gun lock
giveaways, poison control
tips, emergency service
notification for Weatherford
and Willow Park, suicide
prevention, and With of
Weatherford Safety and
Emergency Services.
Kid-friendly activities
include bounce houses; face
painting; McGruff a DJ for

entertainment; Jaws of Life
demonstration; impaired
driving simulator; tours

of the Willow Park Fire
Department truck, LifeCare
ambulance, and Careflite
helicopter; and a trackless
train ride.

Prizes, snow-cones, and
water will be provided at no
cost.

For more information, call
817-757-1500.

Summer Concert

Aledo United Methodist
Church will host a summer
concert featuring Doc’s
Garage Band at 6 p.m.
Saturday, June 4, on the
Camper’s Church lot next to
the youth house on Pecan
Drive in Aledo.

The concert promises lots
of songs the kids can dance
to, a good old fashioned
gospel medley, and some of
the band’s greatest hits.
Cookies and ice cream will
be served.

Attendees are encouraged
to bring a folding or camp-
ing chair.

JUNE 6

Rotary Club of Aledo

The Rotary Club of Aledo
meets from 11:30 a.m. to

1 p.m. the first and third
Monday of each month at
Sunny Street Cafe, 229
Shops Blvd. Suite 103 in
Willow Park. For more infor-
mation, visit aledorotary.
org.
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JUNE 10

Parker County Women’s
and Newcomers’ Club

The Parker County Women'’s
and Newcomers’ Club meets
at 9:30 a.m. on the sec-

ond Friday of every month
at First United Methodist
Family Life Center, 301 S.
Main in Weatherford. The

at 817-757-7379. For more
information on the organiza-
tion, visit pcwnc.org.

JUNE 14

Cancer Support Group
A support group to create

a space for those who have
battled or are battling can-

cer meets at 6:30 p.m. the JUNE 21

social hour, including Club
Shop, begins at 9:30 a.m.
The business meeting,
including program, is at
10:30 a.m. Lunch is $11.
Please make lunch reser-
vations by calling Shirley

second Tuesday of each
month at Aledo United
Methodist Church, 100
Pecan Dr. in Aledo.

For more information, email
Joan Ward at jcjkat1959@
gmail.com.

Safe Sitter Course

Texas Agrilife Extension
will conduct a Safe Sitter
course from 8:30 a.m. to 3
p.m. on Tuesday, June 21

Turn to EVENTS, page 7

Jim Martin - seatore

5189 E. I-20 Service Rd N
Suite 106

Willow Park, TX 76087
Office: 817.441.2255
Cell: 817.538.6846

Jim@MartinLandSales.com

RailheadRealty.com
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-
1 FUNERAL CHAPEL
913 N. EIm St., Weatherford, TX 76086

817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747

Ot newest additional location Galbreaith Pickard Hilltop Chapel
4941 |-20 Frontage Road | Willow Park, TX 76087

Pediatric & Adolescent Dentistry
Robert Casey Stroud, D.D.S., FC. and Michael Ball, D.D.S., FL.L.C.

Diplomate of American Board of Pediatric Dentistry
Fellow of American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

134 El Chico Trail, Suite 101

Aledo/Willow Park, TX 76087
Ofc:&17-441-2425 « Fax: &17-441-2491
www.dfwpediatricdentistry.com
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I-20 ANIMAL HOSPITAL
817-341-3331

GENERAL PET WELLNESS
HEALTH CARE
e INTERNAL MEDICINE
* SURGERY

General and Advanced
e RADIOLOGY

Digital including dental
e LASER THERAPY
e Computed Tomography

(CT scan)-NEW!

3713 Fort Worth Hwy
Hudson Oaks, TX 76087

" OPEN 24 HOURS
DAILY

e EMERGENCY & CRITICAL
CARE

e COMPLETE IN-HOUSE
LABORATORY

* DENTAL CARE
General and Advanced

¢ ULTRASONOGRAPHY

¢ ONCOLOGY

e ENDOSCOPY

Between Exits 415 and 414

www.I-20animalhospital.com

Bobby J Rigues, Agent
411 FM 1187 N
Aledo, TX 76008

Bus: 817-441-9966
bobby@bobbyrigues.com

o StateFarm’

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL

1708148

Life insurance
from a real-life
person.

Get life insurance that comes
with someone local (me).

I’'m here to help you protect
your family’s financial future.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

- I \
/ .
(4!
YRARS
OF PROPANE
1958-2019

Propane Sales
and Service

On the Square
in Weatherford

Proudly serving the great
Southwest for 28 years!

THE' TRUSTED SOURGE FOR ALL YOUR

METAL BUILDING GOMPONENT NEEDS!
¥ RESIDENTIAL & GOMMERCIAL STEEL ROOFING
¥ GUSTOM TRIM AND FLASHING > PURLIN & TUBING
¥ ERSY BOLT PRE-FABRICATED STEEL BUILDINGS
# MINI STORAGE SYSTEMS +* POWER TOOLS
* VENTS & SKYLIGHTS * HARDWARE & ACCESSORIES
% SYNTHETIC UNDERLAYMENT * INSULATION
¥ SEALANTS & CLOSURES < GARPORT PACKAGES

GOING"GREEN"with
ENERGY EFFICIENT

& LOOKS GREAT!
WIND & FIRE RESISTANT

STEEL BUILDINGS
AVAILABLE IN
MULTIPLE SIZES

817-599-4186 * Fax: 817-599-3326
2100 Burton Street * Weatherford, Texas 76087

www.metalmarts.com
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at the Parker County Extension
Office, 604 North Main Street
in Weatherford.

Safe Sitter is a medically-accu-
rate program that teaches boys
and girls ages 11 and up how
to handle emergencies when
caring for children. The class
teaches safe and nutrition
childcare techniques, behavior
management skills, and appro-
priate responses to medical
emergencies. CPR basics will
be covered but will not be a
certification course.

The cost of the program is $50
that will cover materials and
lunch. Any youth who would
like to take the class can sign
up by calling the Parker County
Extension office at 817-598-
6168.

JUNE 28

Let’s Cook - for kids

Texas A&M Agrilife Extension
will host a cooking class for
kids 5 - 8 from 9:30 a.m. to
noon on June 28 and 29. The
classes are targeting young
children and will focus on My
Plate, safety in the kitchen,
easy healthy foods to prepare
and fitness activities.

The cost for the two-day
class is $30 per person. Sign
up by calling Parker County
Extension Office at 817-598-
6168.

JULY 5

Art Camp

The Weatherford Art
Association will host Art Camp
from 10 a.m. to noon for four
weeks in July. The first week
will run from Tuesday, July 5 to
Friday, July 8. The remaining
weeks will run from Monday-
Thursday at Central Christian
Church Cupped Hall, 1602 S.
Main Street in Weatherford.
Campers will be divided into
two age groups: grades K-2
(ages 5-7) and grades 3-5
(ages 8-10).

The cost for the camp is $60
per student per week (t-shirt
included).

To register, visit www.weath-
erfordart.com and look for
payments/donations. For more
information, call K. Cunning at
817-694-0245 or Jill Harper at
817-980-6159.

JULY O

Parker County Peach Festival
The 37th annual Parker County
Peach Festival will run from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, July 9,
in downtown Weatherford.
Peachy treats are always fea-
tured, including homemade
peach ice cream, peach cob-
bler, peach pie, peach tea,
peach smoothies, ice cream
topped with fresh peaches, or
just regular peaches.

In addition to the vendors,
many antique and special-

ty stores will have specials
throughout the day.

Two entertainment stages will
feature local celebrities and
entertainers.&nbsp;

For easy transportation to the
festival, air-conditioned shut-
tles will run from Weatherford
9th Grade Center, Weatherford
College, or Heritage Park.
Admission is $10 for adults,
$5 for ages 5-12, and free for
younger than 5.

For more information, visit
https://www.parkercoun-
typeachfestival.org.

POSSIBIlITIES
Summer Reading

Program

Registration is under-
way for the Summer Reading
Program at the East Parker
County Library.

With a theme of “Oceans
of Possibilities,” the program
will run from June 3 to July
30 at the library with regular-
ly-scheduled programs.

Each participant will keep
areading log over the summer,
and can pick up rewards at the
library’s circulation desk when
milestones are reached.

For more information, visit
the East Parker county Library
at 201 FM 1187 in Aledo, or
call 817-441-6545.

HOPE

from page one

moved to Walsh, the Hunstables
followed.

“I don’t know why, but I called
MJ four or five days [after Hayden
passed] and knew she had a brother
that made movies.”

Bentleys brother, Bill McAdams,
Jr., shot the movie Gallows Road in
Aledo in 2015. Bentley is a partner
in Fort Worth Studios, a multimedia
production company.

“I'm calling you — I don’t know
how this works. But I feel like I need
to talk about this. And I don’t know
why,” Hunstable told Bentley.

Hunstable had just record-
ed a Facebook video with the title
“COVID killed my son, but not in the
way you think.”

The video went viral and gained
national attention, with Hunstable
receiving sometimes 10,000 mes-
sages a day from “people who were
concerned about what’s happening
in the world — what’s happened with
our kids, concerned about the polar-
ization of the country, that lack of
faith in the country,” Hunstable said.

The seedling

Bentley put Hunstable in con-
tact with her brother Bill on about
the fourth day after Hayden passed
away. The result of the collabora-
tion was the award-winning movie
“Almost 13,” which raised the aware-
ness of suicide.

(“Almost 13” was written and
directed by McAdams, and produced
by Bentley and Therese Moncrief.
The story of the development of
the movie will be in a future issue
of The Community News. Watch
it at https://haydenscorner.org/
almost-thirteen/)

Suicide is the second leading
cause of death among 10-17 year
olds. In fact, the three leading caus-
es of death among teenagers in the
United States are accidents, suicide,
and homicide.

Hunstable saw a connection
between some of the technological
change and youth mental health.

“You've seen the data around
what’s happened since 2006-sev-
en-eight where the iPhone was
introduced, the Xbox was intro-
duced, Facebook was introduced,”
Hunstable said.

The roots

During the last few years Bentley
has been leading bible studies and
volunteering her time in the com-
munity. In that experience she has
seen the pain and struggles of many
young people.

Depression and suicide have both
been rising among adolescents in
recent years.

Bentley felt the need for a “safe,
intentional, educational, caring, fun
place for kids and their families to
use the neighbors around them to
help navigate through the tough
times.”

She reached out to Hunstable.

Hunstable feels that schools in
many ways have shifted from being
places where students learn good life
skills to more academic topics like
math and science and preparation
for standardized tests. Broken homes
and families, divorce rates, and the
pandemic added to the mix.

“There’s just so much pain and
suffering and division and we both
love this town and so I think through
seeing our experience, she (Bentley)
started thinking about all these
things and when she came to me
around this idea of this communi-
ty center, I was 100% all in. Cook
Childrens’ Hospital has recorded
a video last week and the number
of suicide attempts are through the
roof,” Hunstable said.

“Alot of it is just bad foundational
skills in life, something to teach kids
— how do you react to a bully? Why
should you not vape? How do you
know how to deal with anxiety and
hearty stuff that just happens? How
do you deal with something that’s
tragic in life?”

But it’s not just the kids; the par-
ents also lack some of the required
skills.

“Conversations are the first step
to safer kids,” Hunstable said. “For
parents, it’s tough to know how to do
that. And so when she (Bentley) said
that we can build foundational skills
for kids, we can be a place for parents
to come and learn some of this as a
community and help their own kids.
And we do it with a underpinning of
faith. You know, to me, it just seems
like a very logical thing and hopefully
we can branch these out across the
whole country.”

The growth

The seed was planted, it sprout-
ed, and quickly branched out into a
fully-functioning community center.

“So you can see that this is such
a beautiful place of 23 acres of lots
of stuff here,” Bentley said, referring
to the property the Branch to Hope
organization had just purchased. “It
was $2.1 million. So it takes money to
actually make this happen and pur-
chase this property. So we went out
fundraising and I had raised a signif-
icant amount of money for the down
payment for our loan to purchase

this. Well, that money was raised
from people in the community.”

Bentley said she prayed, asking
God what the organization should
be.

“This is your (God’s) place because
that was the main thing, is this is all
God, not us. He’s just using everyone
here at the table.”

Gordon Jones, owner of Chicken
Express in Willow Park, texted
Bentley and said he had a dream that
the logo was a tree.

“And it has fruit and it’s all about
the fruit and its Genesis and he
starts quoting Genesis,” Bentley said.
“And he said ‘T just wanted to let you
know that that’s what the Lord laid
on my heart.”

Around the same time Bentley
was driving to school and a notifica-
tion popped up on her phone from
Bobbie Cox.

During the pandemic, Cox was
looking for a way her bible study
group could continue.

“One day I was sitting, read-
ing Second Corinthians 1:11. And I
looked at my clock, and it was 1:11
p-m. And the scripture says, gather
and pray,” Cox said. “So the Lord
said, pause at 1:11 every day, send out
a text to your group and say, ‘Let’s
pause and pray for our country and
each other”

Eventually she had an app devel-
oped called “Branch to Hope.”

It was that app that popped up
when Bentley was driving to school.

“I went, ‘oh my gosh, it’s a tree.
I forgot its a tree!” Bentley said.
“And so I looked at my daughter
and I said, ‘Maddie, what if we just
partner with Branch to Hope? She’s
the online community center. I's a
massive worldwide online communi-
ty center to gather people and pray.
Why couldn’t we be the first brick
and mortar for Branch to Hope?”

The women quickly agreed, and
that's when Bob McCarthy came
along.

McCarthy had a non-profit that
was no longer active, but he never
filed the paperwork to dissolve it.

“I didn’t resolve it for a reason.
I didn’t know what the reason was.
Now we do,” McCarthy said.

So the new Branch to Hope orga-
nization quickly had a 501(c)(3)
non-profit designation. Quickly, as
in three days. All they needed was
a place.

They had their eye on the 23
acres for some time.

That’s when Aaron Valencia and
Stacy Lynch from Lynch Legacy
Group came along. They were keep-
ing their eyes peeled for properties
that would meet the needs of Branch
to Hope.

Valencia has two children who
graduated from Aledo High School.

“I've gotten invested in the youth
here and in Aledo and the school,”
Valencia said. “I love our school
district” Valencia wanted to be on
board.”

As a new agent, he approached
Lynch, and the two of them searched
for properties. Both Lynch and
Valencia had family experiences that
moved them to participate.

Valencia said he knew of other
youths who have attempted suicide.

Bentley actually found the prop-
erty, and Lynch took on the job of
handling the real estate.

“I'm a very faith-based person so
I believed in what their vision was
and Aaron and I just started working
together on it,” Lynch said, sitting in
what was to be the Welcome Center
at Branch to Hope. “We sold this
house twice to a residential person
but it doesn’t have a master bedroom.
So the house never really worked (for
residential). It was on the market
almost a year.”

But Bentley saw the property as a
place for the community center, and
events accelerated.

“It just started clicking,” Lynch
said. “We'd come out here and I felt
the Holy Spirit. I could feel him mov-
ing in this place. And things were
clicking quickly and once you own
the vision, and you believe in it, then
God takes control and he makes it
happen.”

Flowering branches

The final piece was having appro-
priate financial guidance, provided
by Brad Manning.

“I was in this meeting that Stacy
was referring to — it was just a
business meeting that all of a sud-
den became a passion and I stuck
around,” Manning said.

And Manning shared future plans
for the 23 acres. The welcome center
is the main structure as the property
stands.

“The Welcome Center is the
place you come to where it starts,”
Manning said. “We’ve got in our
master plan a 20,000 square-foot
community center, basketball courts,
community rooms, on deck to be
built. We have a private school that
is set up — that doesn’t mean the
public school system won’t be able to
use this. But were offering options
and opportunities for everyone. Now
I know everybody laughs — I'm the
CPA, I'm the numbers guy. And it
has been the most amazing journey,
watching what God has done.”

For more information, visit www.
branchtohope.org.

Next wee

main dwelling unit.

Texas 76008

Jamee Long
City Secretary

Town of Annetta

The Planning & Zoning Commission and the City Council of the Town
of Annetta will hold separate public hearings on separate dates to
consider Specific Use Permit applications for the following properties:

1. Property located at 1381 Old Annetta Road on 2.204 acres, plat-
ted as Lot 3, Block 1, Windmill Estates PC E-470 Subdivision,
Town of Annetta, Parker County, Texas. Zoning change from
R-1 Residential to R-1 Residential with a Specific Use Permit to
allow an accessory dwelling unit to be constructed on the same
lot as the main dwelling unit. The accessory dwelling unit is
to be used by a person or persons related to occupants of the

2. Property located at 105 Rosemeade Court, on 2.000 acres
platted as Lot 10, Block 1, Rosemeade Addition Subdivision,
Town of Annetta, Parker County, Texas. Zoning change from
R-1 Residential to R-1 Residential with a Specific Use Permit to
allow an accessory dwelling unit on the same lot as the main
dwelling unit to be used by a person or persons related to occu-
pants of the main dwelling unit.

Planning & Zoning Commission Public Hearing and Regular Meeting
Date: June 9, 2022 — 7:00 p.m.

City Council Public Hearing and Regular Meeting
Date: June 16, 2022 — 7:00 p.m.

Location: Annetta Town Hall, 450 Thunder Head Lane, Annetta,

The public is invited and encouraged to attend the hearings.

Public Hearing
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Ladycats to defend regional title

By Nolan Ruth
The Community News

When the season began in
January with the first scrimmage,
head coach Heather Myers and
the Aledo Ladycats had one goal
in mind: get back to Austin, and
win. They got one step closer with
a regional semifinal sweep over
Abilene Wylie, winning 14-2 and
7-3 late last week.

The Ladycats (31-2) will face the
Lubbock Monterey Lady Plainsmen
(85-4-1) for the Class 5A Region
I crown and a trip to Austin on
the line. All games will take place
at Abilene Christian University,
with Game 1 starting at 3 p.m. on
Thursday, May 26. Game 2 is set to
start at 10 a.m. on Friday, May 27
with Game 3 immediately following
if needed.

The series matches two of the
state’s top five teams in Class 5A,
according to the Texas Girls Coaches
Association rankings. Aledo is No. 3
and Monterey is fifth.

Two long win streaks are also on
the line. Aledo has won 22 consec-
utive and Monterey has 16 straight.

The Ladycats bring one of the
stingiest defenses and pitching staffs
in the state into the series. Aledo
has posted 12 shutouts and a dozen
other times they've surrendered a
single run.

On the other hand, Monterey has
one of the state’s most explosive offens-
es. The Lady Plainsmen have scored in
double digits 26 times, including 15 or
more runs a dozen times.

Last season the Ladycats
advanced to the state championship
game before falling 4-1 to Barbers
Hill. It was their first trip to state

Marissa Powell slides safe into second base for a double during Friday’s game.

since three consecutive appearances
between 2013-15, which included
state championships in 2014-15
with coach Jeff Lemons.

Aledo got off to an electric start
against Wylie (23-9). Texas Ray was
responsible for the first run when
she singled in Macy Graf. Seven
runs scored in the second inning,
sparked by a solo home run by Ana
Flores, and topped off with a three
run home run by Madysen Boutwell,
making it an 8-0 game.

Kayleigh Smith was the start-
ing pitcher for the first game and,
despite giving up a pair of runs in

the third inning, settled in nicely as
she only allowed three hits.

Graf knocked in the ninth
Ladycat run when she singled to
score Maddy Jarvis. Five more runs
in the fourth inning put the game
out of reach. Smith put down the
Bulldogs in order to close out the
game in the fifth inning, 14-2.

JACKIE HAYSLIP/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Macy Graf is safe at second with
a double in Friday’s game against
Abilene Wylie.

Turn to TITLE, page 9

JACKIE HAYSLIF/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

ANCER-FIGHTING !
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THE CENTERT X

THE CENTER FOR CANCER AND BLOOD DISORDERS
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IN THE STOP 6 NEIGHBORHOOD

The Well Church in Aledo is
partnering with Community
Frontline for our 6th Serve

Sunday to work on a
Community Garden Project in
the Stop Six Fort Worth
neighborhood

PROJECTS WILL INCLUDE:

Seal and stain fence
Till and level the soil
Install garden fence

0 Mulch

Cotts . Weed barrier

7 Finish crushed granite

Compost/enrich soil

FOR MORE INFO, TO HELP OR TO GIVE
TOWARDS THE PROJECT CONTACT
hello@thewellaledo.com



THE COMMUNITY NEWS

May 27,2022 9

TITLE

from page one

“I felt like we were super prepared,” Myers
said after the series. “I felt that the girls went
in there and they attacked. It was nice.”

Game 2 was not as easy for Aledo as the
first. The Bulldogs took a quick 1-0 lead in
the first inning, making it the first time the
Ladycats had trailed since April 12 against Azle.

Aledo responded with four runs in the
second inning. Again, Wylie came back with a
run in the bottom of the inning, making it 4-2.

After the Bulldogs scored again in the
third to make it 4-3, Myers turned to Brenlee
Gonzales to come in for relief of Nathalie
Touchet.

“Nathalie is a great pitcher,” Myers said.
“Sometimes you've just got to go with your
gut. I felt like we needed to put Brenlee in
and she finished well.”

The Ladycats finally scored again when
Graf singled in Reagan Davis, followed by
two more runs in the sixth inning. Gonzales
finished the game without allowing another
Bulldog run, sending Aledo to its second
consecutive regional final.

BASEBALL

from page 12

pitched into the seventh inning in a low
scoring pitchers’ duel.

The third inning was the only inning that
saw any scoring. After Mazon reached on
an error, Jaques, Belyeu and Estevan Flores
all recorded hits in consecutive at-bats. The
Bearcats scored three times in the inning
and it proved to be enough.

Centennial kept hitting, though, and
after more than 100 pitches Rudel was
pulled after giving up a leadoff single in the
bottom of the seventh. Preston Clark came
in to close out the game and got the first out
on a ground ball.

However, a hit-by-pitch put another run-
ner and brought the tying run to the plate.
After getting the second out, the Spartans
hit a deep fly ball to Mazon in right field that
almost cleared the fence to tie the game, but
Mazon was able to drift back to make the
series-clinching out.

TRINITY CHRISTIAN ACADEMY
Marmion takes over as new AD

By Rick Mauch
The Community News

When Bryan Marmion began
his career in coaching and ath-
letic administration, Willow
Park Trinity Christian Academy
had yet to host its first student.

Now, more than 30 years
into that career, he has taken the
helm of the athletic department
and football team at the school
that was founded in 1993. The
school, like their new AD, has a
history of athletic success — and he plans
to continue both.

“I am honored to be able to serve as
the athletic director at Trinity Christian
Academy. TCA has a long-standing, well-
earned reputation for athletic, academic
and Christian excellence,” Marmion said.
“It is a great fit for me professionally and
personally. I am looking forward to build-
ing on the program’s previous success.”

Marmion, 55, replaces Joe Hamstra,
who, likewise, was both head football
coach and AD since 2015. He left to start
a ministry that identifies at-risk children
and matches them with Christian schools.

“I am so excited about the experience
that Bryan brings to TCA. Not only has he
built outstanding Christ-centered football
programs, but he has also led solid ath-
letic departments while growing facilities
and programs,” TCA Secondary Principal
Jesse Whiteaker said. “Bryan is a man
of faith, consummate professional and
the expertise he brings will certainly add
value to our school and community.”

Marmion’s career includes 14 years of
coaching collegiately, 16 years as a high
school head coach and 20 years of high
school administration experience, includ-
ing 16 as athletic director.

Collegiately he has been an assistant
at Linfield University and California
Lutheran University, and was the head
coach at Texas Lutheran University for
five years. On the high school level, he
was head coach and AD at San Antonio
Christian for 12 years and for four years at
Cornerstone Christian in Granbury.

Marmion

And he’s enjoyed eight play-
off appearances, three district
titles and one state semifinals
appearance.

He restarted the Texas
Lutheran football program
after it had been disbanded 11
years prior to his arrival. He
also started the football pro-
gram at San Antonio Christian
and built it into one of the top
Texas Association of Private and
Parochial Schools Class 5A pro-
grams in the state.

TCA competes at the TAPPS 4A level.
The school has seen tremendous growth
over its years of existence, including new
athletic facilities.

“The administration and school board
at Trinity Christian Academy understand
the significance of athletics to our school
families and the role it plays in the cul-
ture of TCA,” Marmion said. “The Ludwig
Family Athletic Complex is a strong state-
ment to our school families and Parker
County that TCA not only values the
learning experiences gained in athletics,
but it is also committed to providing
our students with outstanding venues to
practice and compete in.”

And the work is not done, Marmion
continued. The athletic program’s success
doesn’t just apply to when the partici-
pants are students at the school, there is
a life after in which he wants them to be
successful.

“Our primary goal is that athletics are
used as a tool to grow young men and
women as Christians. Beyond that I want to
make sure we have an infrastructure in place
to support a growing student body;” he said.

“This includes completing the base-
ball field, softball field, tennis courts and
indoor practice facility at the Ludwig
Athletic Complex, hiring and retaining
head coaches that are capable of building
programs from the elementary level up
to consistently compete at the state level
and adding teams and sports to meet the
demands of school growth.”

MARMION LOOKS AT SEASON
AHEAD

Along with taking over the reins as the new ath-
letic director at Trinity Christian Academy, Bryan
Marmion inherits a football program in need of
rebuilding.

But then, as his history shows, if anyone knows
how to build a program into a winner, it's
Marmion. He’s done so at both the high school
and college ranks.

After a history of success at the six-man level,
the Eagles moved up to the Texas Association of
Private and Parochial Schools Division Il 11-man
level in 2016. They enjoyed immediate success,
going 29-10 over their first three seasons, includ-
ing winning a state championship in 2018.

However, the past three seasons have been rough
with a 7-22 record, including 2-8 last season,
though they did reach the postseason each year
and even advanced to the second round in 2020.

“Trinity may have been affected by COVID as
much as any team in 2021. Our opening game
was canceled due to COVID and we played
short-handed for the next several weeks while
players were quarantined,” Marmion said.

Marmion said the team is moving from a wing-t
to a spread offense, so there was a significant
amount of teaching this spring.

“Senior quarterback Evan Chrane has proven to
be a quick study and athletically gives us the
dual threat we want at the position,” he said,
adding that senior Ben Camp, who just won the
state discus championship, will anchor both
sides of the line at offensive tackle and defen-
sive end.

Those aren’t the only changes that have folks
excited, Marmion said. The new athletic facilities
have folks excited.

“This is such a unique time for not only the
Eagle football program, but the entire TCA com-
munity. Replacing or renovating existing facili-
ties always creates excitement, but it is a com-
pletely different energy when a school commits
to building athletic facilities for the first time,”
he said. “The fact that TCA will be hosting
Friday Night Lights on-campus for the first time
already has our entire school family buzzing
from elementary through high school.”

- Rick Mauch
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White's

130 Houston Ave. ® Weatherford
817-596-4811

www.whitesfuneral.com
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Notice of Public Hearings

Notice is hereby given that the Planning and Zoning Commission and the City Council of the
City of Aledo, Parker County, Texas will conduct public hearings in the Aledo Community
Center, 104 Robinson Court, Aledo, Texas.

First Public Hearing Planning and Zoning Commission

Visit us today at

1911 S. Main St.

Communi

CREDIT UNION
You’re worth more (to us)

Weatherford’s #1 Family Credit Union

ty

(817) 835-5000

www.ftwccu.org

Open to those who live, work, or
attend school in Tarrant, Denton,
Parker, and Johnson Counties.

Location: Aledo Community Center 104 Robinson Court
Aledo, Texas 76008

Date: Thursday, June 9, 2022

Time: 6:00 P.M.

Second Public Hearing City Council Meeting

Location: Aledo Community Center 104 Robinson Court
Aledo, Texas 76008

Date: Thursday, June 23, 2022

Time: 6:00 P.M.

The purpose of the hearings is to receive input regarding consideration the following:

1) Public Hearing to consider and receive input regarding consideration of a request
for a Zoning Change from (R-2) Single Family Residential District to (PD R-2)
Planned Development Single Family Residential District — Lots 8- 9, Block 9,
Lasater Addition, an addition to the City of Aledo, Parker County, Texas, according
to the plat recorded in Volume 277, Page 641, Plat Records, Parker County, Texas.

2) Public Hearing to consider amending Section 27.3.1, Section 27.3.2, and Section
27.3.7 the City of Aledo Zoning Ordinance to change the size of standard and
compact off-street parking spaces.

3) Public Hearing to consider amending Section 27.6.32 of the City of Aledo Zoning

Ordinance to change the required parking ratio for restaurant uses from total floor
area to total dining area.

For further information or questions regarding these public hearings, please contact Nathan
Gonzales, at telephone number (817) 717-4255 or cityplanner@aledotx.gov.

Published in The Community News, May 27, 2022, and posted at Aledo City Hall May 20,
2022.

Deana McMullen, City Secretary

community-news.com
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TexSCAN Week
May 22-28, 202

ACREAGE

Own your piece of Texas TODAY! Prices starting at
$650/acre. Trans Pecos region. Also the Hill Country
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde Counties -
free ranging exotics), South Texas (Duval County
- whitetail, hogs). Large acreage or small. 30 year
fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. Call
toll free or email for individual prices and terms.
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

ARROWHEADS

Indian Arrowheads Wanted — Point Type: Clovis,
Yuma, Firstview & Eden. Must be old, authentic &
unbroken. Absolute TOP DOLLAR paid — up to 5
figures for one point. I am a very serious high-end
collector. Call 979-218-3351.

GENERATORS

Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC
home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low
Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE Quote. Call
now before the next power outage: 1-855-704-8579.

N o

H
REAL ESTATE

Brady, TX — Big Acreage Bargains in the Heart of
Texas — 50 to 120+ acre ranches from as low as $4,900/
acre. Beautiful, buildable, hunting and recreational
tracts. Spectacular views, gorgeous trees. Loaded with
trophy wildlife! High-speed fiber optic internet, gated
entrance, private roads, electric, low taxes through ag
valuation. Excellent land financing, 877-333-7390 x9,
RanchesAtBuckRidgeTX.com.

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

WANTED

FREON WANTED: Certified buyer looking to
buy R11, R12, and R500 and more. Call Joe at
312-625-5322.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network

221 Participating Texas Newspapers * Regional Ads
Start At $250 « Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We

urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

BRADY TK - THE HEART OF TEKAS

90 to 120+ AGRE RANCHES

from as low as 4,900/ACRE!

Beautiful, buildable, hunting and
recreational tracts. Spectacular views,

gorgeous trees. Loaded with trophy wildlife!

Recreational paradise for
hunters & nature enthusiasts.

High-speed fiber optic internet,
gated entrance, private roads, electric,
low taxes through ag valuation.

EXCELLENT LAND FINANCING

CALLNOW-: 877-333-1390x9

RanchesAtBuckRidgeTK.com

LOOK! CARPETS

CLEANED

Two rooms $59.00. No hidden charges -
35 years experience - 817-219-6437

ORDINANCE NO. 219

AN ORDINANGE OF THE TOWN OF ANNETTA, TEXAS, AMENDING
SECTION 4.08 OF THE ENGINEERING DESIGN MANUAL BY
AMENDING REQUIREMENTS FOR SCADA SYSTEMS; PROVIDING
THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BE CUMULATIVE OF ALL
ORDINANCES; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING

A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING A PENALTY CLAUSE;
PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION IN THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER; AND
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Any person who commits an offense under this ordinance shall

be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be fined not more than Five
Hundred Dollars ($500.00) for each offense. Each day any such vio-
lation shall be allowed to continue shall constitute a separate offense.

This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its pas-
sage and publication as required by state law and it is so ordained.

PASSED AND APPROVED on this 19th day of May, 2022.
(s) Sandy Roberts, Mayor
Attest: (s) Jamee Long, Town Secretary

REPORTER NEEDED

The Community News is seeking a part-time
reporter to cover certain city council and school board meetings. For
more information, email rkeck@community-news.com

Business Cards

i

& SUPPLY

ALEDOD [FEED

*Livestock Feed
*Pet Food
*Bagged Fertilizer
*Salt Products
*Deer Feeders
Monday - Friday
8:00am to 5:30pm

Saturday
8:00am to 12:30pm

215 Mesquite St. * Aledo, Texas 76008+ 817-378-4423

In Business Since 1996

TANDY
METAL BUILDINGS &
FENCING
Weld up * Bolt up ® Horse Barns * Welding
Custom Pipe Fencing ® Fencing ® Metal Homes

Mike Tandy Mobile: 817.925.5843

Owner www.tandymetalbuildings.com

CALEB W, COX
817-280-2709

Office: 817-565-4658
Talk and text 817-771-9661

In Business

ROSS GUTTERS

Since 1995

5 & 6 Inch Seamless Gutters ¢ Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial * New & Repair

FREE SPLASH BLOCKS FOR A LIMITED TIME

Thousands of Lifelong Customers.

81 7- 249 - 3 3 38 Same Crews Since 1992

With the same name and number since 1973, Billy Harris Roofing is here before, during and after the Texas
storms. Billy Harris Roofing has had the same crews since 1992 which has paved the way to 10 consecutive
Angie’s List Super Service Awards since 2006. Billy Harris Roofing prides itself on quality... not quantity!
Give the experts a call today and find out for yourself why thousands of life-long customers
have put their trust in Billy Harris Roofing » 817-249-3338 « www.billyharris-roofing.com

/\
BILLY HARRIS ROOFING

Same Name & Number Since 1973

Vanity Tops Tubs
Whirlpool Tubs Shower Walls

DALE NICHOLS MARBLE

2927 Greenlee Park Trail
Weatherford, Texas 76088

Natural Granite ¢ Solid Surface ¢ Silestone
817-341-8970

DRAKE
ELECTRICAL
SERVICES L.L.C.

817-441-8633

* « NOW PROVIDING BACK-UP GENERATORS - *

RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL

SERVICE AND REPAIR « LICENSED & INSURED

HEARING
CARE CENTER

4736 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ste #702

Fort Worth, TX 76132
Located in Cityview Shopping Centre

Phone: 817.263.1971

www.chappell-hearing-aids.com

BRELICO

ROOFING

“You Jingle...We Shingle™”

817.441.6973

service@brettcoroofing.com

Holly Green, Owner
10943 S FM 1187 Road

TECL #19987 Fort Worth, Texas 76126
"BIIV B\ Jimmy Griffith, AAMS® @@ 5e® — |
1 BUY RVs & Financial Advisor e

MOBILE

Goosenecks »

Old/New !!!
1 PAY CASH

Travel Trailers « 5th Wheels

Anywhere in Texas!!! Any Condition!!!
Dirty or Clean !!!

No Title — No Problem —
ANR Enterprises

HOMES

Bumper Pulls

956-466-7001
We Can Apply For One

311 S FM Road 1187 Suite 100

Aledo, TX 76008

Bus. 817-441-4108 * Fax 800-656-0301
jim.griffith@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

LANCE NORMAN ROOFING

* COMPOSITION SHINGLES
* WOOD SHINGLES

Locally Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL * NEW ROOFS « REROOFS

Insurance Claims Handled * REDECKS

CALL (817) 443-0524 - mobile (817) 996-2726

3

Hartman’s Honey Doo’s

(817) 249-2028

We will do the job your Honey can’t or won’t
Lite Electrical, Plumbing, and Carpentry
Fences, Roofing, Tile and Sheetrock Repair

Ken Hartman, Proprietor

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

KIMBERLY MEYER, ABR, CRS, GRI
REALTOR®

Cell (817) 929-0347

kimberly.meyer @chdfw.com

4500 Hartwood Dr, Fort Worth, TX 76109-1840

www.coldwellbanker.com/kimberlymeyer
Global Luxury Specialist

s

E Operated by a subsidary m
L of NRT, LLC

We have lots of room
for your stuff!

I515 E. FM 1187 - Aledo, Texas - 81 7-50;1-7662
24-Hour Access - Immediate Move-in - Boat & RV parking - $45
Awvailable Sizes: 10x10 ($60), 10x20 ($90), 10x30 ($135)
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ON THE
DIAMOND
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THE COMMUNITY NEWS
Pitcher Nathalie
Touchet gets the
Ladycats started in
Friday’s game against

Abilene Wylie. —

e
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KIRSTEN GALLON, KIRSTEN GALLON

Aledo starting pitcher Hunter Rudel (3) and second

JACKIE HAYSLIP/THE COMMUNITY NEWS . X KIRSTEN GALLON, KIRSTEN GALLON
. baseman Cade Pulido share a fist to glove bump after a .
Reagan Davis congratulates Ana Flores after her home run three up, three down start in the top of the first inning Aledo pitcher Preston Clark (4) and catcher Estevan Flores have

Thursday night against Abilene Wylie. of Game 2. a light-hearted chat before Clark finished Game 2 in relief.

M M ° Proud to /f State of the Art Sterilization Room
upport the Aledo Invisali d2 1 Whiteni /
att I"lorris s . miln nd zeom! Wi
(,[ *q B \TE‘S 817-529-5325 ﬁ///’[:f DDS Water Purification System
UL Ji L = =

Sili7732°4419)

@ASSOC'ATES
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS, PROPERTY & CASUALTY,
RETIREMENT PLAN SERVICES 2551 River Park Dr. Suite 201 * Fort Worth, TX 76116

Securities offered through Kestra Investment Services, LLC (Kestra IS), member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through Kestra m m m m & m M Aq‘ T E R (]
Advisory Services, LLC (Kestra AS), an affiliate of Kestra IS. Kestra IS and Kestra AS are not affiliated with Gus Bates Insurance & Investments. 4 Kd

el CLEAR FORK MATERIALS
@ Cirra

NET WO R KS Residential & Commercial
“Are you growing with us?”

HIGH SPEED INTERNET | | "S5c>™"
SPEEDING IS ENCOURAGED » Compost & Mulches *VF

* Rock & Sand Products

s LRI O IR el matt@ gquateS LCom

(817) 259-1100 | www.cirranet.net
Serving North Texas

since 1986
Pick up or Delivery Available

e s 817-441-7777

HOURS: M-F 8-5 «SAT 8-2 WWW.CLEARFORKMATERIALS.COM

RANCH HOUSE PROFESSIONAL BUILDING

ALEDO FAMILY EYE CARE
MARCUS GLEATON, OD /‘\
Suite 1000 - (817) 441-0010 @
A MEMBER OF %Ev’ﬂu Spurce”
visionsource-aledofamilyeyecare.com

COMMON
REASONS FOR
HVAC FAILURE

PROTECT YOUR WORLD

AUTO  HOME o LIFE » RETIREMENT () IS YOUR SYSTEM
srarson Alistate Debria Azound the Unit READY THIS SEASON?
126 S. Ranch house Rd, #600 n good hands. Eeaﬁ):lmps require approx1mately 18-24 O{

Aledo Auto Home Life Retirement reathing room.

CALL 682-999-6062
TODAY!

Insurance and discounts subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co., Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance
Co. Life insurance offered through Allstate Life Ins. Co. & Allstate Assurance Co. Northbrook, IL; and American Heritage Life Insurance Co., &
Jacksonville, FL. Securities offered by Personal Financial Representatives through Allstate Financial Services, LLC (LSA Securities in LA and PA)

Registered Broker-Dealer. Member FINRA, SIPC. Main Office: 2920 South 84th Street, Lincoln, NE 68506. (877) 525-5727. © 2018 Alistate Insurance Co. g

Improper Installation
This can reduce e{:ﬁciency ]3y 309%.

k of Mai
Mark A. McAdams, DDS ol

Heating and
Air Conditioning

Maint Plans &
Flnanil|?lgrg[|;tf§ns EAl\T/zuIable w MSEgPEAQTéCAL

Veteran Owned & Family Operated
Aledo Graduate - Class of ‘96 v
www.jwmechanicalsystems.com TACLAG7709E

Improper Sizing

This causes strain on a
system’s equipment,
which will decrease
the life of
the unit.

Suite 800 » (817) 441-8003

CATLIN, LILLARD & CO. PC 9“ |
CPA ) o ﬁ

Business Advisors S. Brian Catlin, CPA  Ralph Lillard, CPA
Trusted since 1977  Suite 1200 - (817) 441-2600 - clc-cpa.com

126 RANCH HOUSE ROAD

THE CoMMUNITY NEWS
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BASEBALL

Bearcats advance despite obstacles

By Nolan Ruth
The Community News

The farther you go, the tougher it
gets. That proved true for the Aledo
Bearcats baseball team in their Class
5A Region I quarterfinal series with
the Burleson Centennial Spartans.

Along with the talent of their
opponent, the Bearcats (26-10) also
had to battle weather and electrical
problems to advance. Despite all
of the obstacles, Aledo swept the
Spartans (24-12) by scores of 4-0
and 3-0.

The Abilene Wylie Bulldogs (25-
5) await the Bearcats in the regional
semifinal round. Aledo will have an
advantage in Game 1, as it will take
place at Weatherford College with
first pitch scheduled for 6 p.m. on
Thursday, May 26. Game 2 will take
place at 1 p.m. on Friday, May 27,
at Abilene Christian University. If
a third game is needed, it will start
at 5 p.m. Saturday, May 28, at Iowa
Park High School.

Aledo enters the series ranked
10th in the state in the latest Texas
High School Baseball Coaches
Association poll. The Bearcats have
won nine straight games and the
Bulldogs bring a 10-game win streak
into the series.

“I know Abilene Wylie is a really
good ball club,” head coach Chad
Barry praised his upcoming oppo-
nent. “They had a really good last
year, they’re good every year. I know
Grant Martin does a phenomenal
job coaching those guys and it’s
going to present a major test for us.”

The series against Burleson
Centennial could not have had a
better start for the Bearcats. Ethan
Jaques took the mound and went

S

KIRSTEN GALLON

Aledo centerfielder Max Belyeu heads to third base carrying his helmet after an errant throw knocked off his hel-
met as he slid into second in Game 2 against Centennial.

straight to work, pitching four
innings of no-hit baseball.

Aledo got on the scoreboard in
the second inning when four con-
secutive singles brought two runners
across. Cade Pulido and Ryan Jones
both got aboard with one out. David
Jones drove in Pulido with a hard
hit ball to right field, advancing

Ryan Jones to third. Trace Mazon
drove in Ryan Jones four pitches
later, giving the Bearcats a 2-0 lead.

Pulido picked up an RBI of his
own in the third inning as he dou-
bled home Brady McAnear making
it a three-run ballgame.

After Jaques polished off his
fourth inning without surrendering

a hit, the left field lights at Boswell
High School went out and were
unable to stay on. After an hour
of waiting and deliberation, it was
determined that the game would be
delayed and finished the next day at
Godley High School.

“We simply told them that we
had the lead,” Barry remembered

telling his team during the break.
“We still had to get nine outs though.
The only bad thing about it was that
Centennial went all day knowing
that they weren’t down to their last
game. They were able to regroup
and come back out and try to take
game one.

After a 23-hour delay, the game
restarted and the fourth inning
closed with the Bearcats going down
in order. Adrian Guzman drove in
Max Belyeu in the fifth to score
Aledo’s fourth and final run of Game
1. Jaques took his no-hitter into the
sixth inning until a triple with two
outs broke it up, but the runner did
not score.

The game ended quietly in the
seventh with Jaques earning the
complete game shutout.

“Ethan is one of those kids that
can throw and never gets really
sore,” Barry explained the decision
to let Jaques finish the game. “He
told me he was going to go home
and take an epsom salt bath and I
told him that I didn’t need him to
try to be tough for me, and he prom-
ised. When I talked to him the next
morning he said ‘Give me the ball.
I'm going to finish this game. We
had guys ready to go just in case but
he pitched a gem.”

The wind in Godley had already
been howling, but in the 30 minutes
in between the conclusion of Game
1 and the start of Game 2, the wind
shifted and storms started forming
on the horizon. This created difficult
conditions for batters on both sides.

Hunter Rudel got the start at
pitcher in the second game and
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Moritz Chevrolet - Chrysler - Jeep
Loop 820 & Hwy 580 (Camp Bowie West) - 817-696-2000
Moritz Kia - 8501 1-30 - 817-560-6000

K X .
Pa/tc e
Detail-Oriented Cleaning Service

682-258-9261

Ry

Don’t forget your four-legged
family member when you travel!

Boarding

Grooming

Heated &
Cooled

Indoor &
Outdoor Runs

e 24-Hour
Attendant

Newly-Upgraded boarding facilities

Ring Leaders Kennel
Aledo 817-441-8071

YOUTH CAR WASH

Faith Presbyterian Church
501 Pailey Ranch R4
Accepting Donations

Sat, June 4th 8am-11am




